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St . Pl:Wl , lilinll. July 6th 1905 . 

Mr . Doue;las Volk, 
Hevmoa ks , Center Lovell , Maine. 

My dear Sir 1-

Your favor o! June 29th r e ceived yesterday, six duys en route , &nd hu.ste to reply. 

The breastworks were built of logs with heavy embtltlkment of dirt in f r ont of theo . In front 

of the works wertt trees , and brush was placed to .i!mpede the u.dvurlCe of the troops in chureing 

on the v1or ~s . No , there v.er e no sund bugs on the works. The artillery men who were manning . 
the Confederate guns wor e butternut Md gr ey uniforms with slouch huts. Yes , the Union boys 

wore blouses with rubber bl~nkets in roll over their shoulders, tied at both ends , making 

a r oll the shape of o. horse collw- to go over tne left shoulder and under the right arm. 

Yes, the stllte flag l:llld the Stars and Stripes went over the works about. ten feet apart , Wla 

about the SWDe time. I think I told you that our men wore slouch huts , pliln, without cora 

or a:ay ornaments, One of ~wo color be!lrers was shot down on the ridge, at:l4 (ID& while going 

ove1· tiie works , u.nd the other td t er we hbd cap~urea ~he battery • Yes , the Stars ana St:cipe s 

were badly r iddled und the top of the st~ff shot off . My drum wus rntlhogany sh~ll with light 

a sh hoops . 

Any pointers or wiy infor mation I cun give yow, you will please not h~stitate one 

moinent in l:lskigg toe , !:ls I will most cheerf ully give you 8.ll I possess • . :Tc.i.ke eood cbj·a of 

my Harper . With kindest regdl"ds, I um , 

Very truly yours , 



THE WESTERN ARCHITECT 

EDITORIAL DEPARTME NT 

ROBERT CR AIK Mct.EAN 
Edito r 

Douglas Volk, 

MIN NEAPOLIS, MINN., 

Aug . 11, 1905. 

law York, N. Y. 

Jzy dear Sir: 

Can we have your permission to 

print your State Capitol LunettocY Oan you sond 

us good photogr aphs or di rect where to obtain one? 

The enclosed circular will explain. Mr. Millot 

is here and fully approves of our ondeavor to 

publish an adequat e illustrative o.nd descripti ve 

capital edition of the \7estern Architect . 

Hoping for a favorable r eply, and 

thanking you in advnnce f or t he courtesios asked , 

I om, 

Sincorely yours , 

' ... 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION 
or 

The.New Capitol Building 
SAINT Pt\LL, MINN. 



The foundation walls are of Winona limestone; basement, or ground 
floor, St. Cloud granite. The exterior of the building is of Georgia marble. 
The foundation of the dome is of Kettle River (Minnesota) sandstone. 
The dome is of Georgia marble. The steps are St. Cloud (Minnesota) 
granite. 

FIRST FLOOR. 

The facings of walls, arches in rotunda, and facings in corridors and 
rotunda are Kasota and Mankato (Minnesota) limestone, polished. 

The two marble benches, placed one on each side of the central door 
of main entrance, were presented to the state, for this building, by Mr. 
John De Laittre of Minneapolis, who has been a member of the Board of 
State Capitol Commissioners since the appointment of the commission in 
1893. These benches were imported from Italy and are very old and rare. 

GOVERNOR'S RECEPTION ROOM. 

The wainscot of this room is of oak, elaborately carved, and ornamented 
in dull gold. The walls above wainscot, and the ceiling, are heavily gilded. 
A painting by Mr. F. D. Millet, "The Treaty of Traverse Des Sioux," and 
one by Mr. Douglas Volk, "Discovery of the Falls of St.•Anthony by 
Father Hennepin, n are to be placed at the east and west ends of this room. 
Four other pictures, depicting Minnesota's part in the Civil War, are to be 
placed in the four large panels. 

GRAND STAIRCASES. 

The stair treads, rails and bases are of Hauteville marble (from France), 
The balusters are Skyros marble (Greece). The oval panels, in marble. 
are Breche Violette (Italy), and the dark yellow are Old Convent Siena 
(Italy). The carved designs around the oval panels are Kasota <Minne-
sota) stone. 

SECOND FLOOR. 

The facings and arches in rotunda are of Kasota and Mankato (Minne-
sota) stone; railing of Hauteville marble; the balusters and benches of 
Skyros marble. The border of red stone in rotunda is Pipestone (Minne-
sota) jasper. The dark yellow panels are Siena marble. The four 
columns (two north and two south) are of Ortonville (Minnesota) granite, 
and the four columns (two east and two west) are St. Cloud (Minnesota) 
granite. The 36 columns in east and west stair corridors are of Breche 



Violette marble (Italy). The casmgs of the doors and windows are 
Echaillon marble (France). 

In the floors, Joliet (Illinois) stone and Tennessee marble prevail, but 
other marbles, such as the Numidian (Africa) Siena and White Vermont 
are used, to give proper designs and coloring. 

DECORATIONS ON SECOND FLOOR. 

The general decorations of the entire building are by Mr. Elmer E. 
Garnsey, of New York. The picture at the east end of the east corridor 
is by Mr. Kenyon Cox. The central figure represents 'Contemplation" 
or 'Thought." The figures to the right and left represent 1 Law1 and "Let-
ters,1 respectively. The corresponding place at the west end of west corri-
dor, over entrance to senate, is to receive a painting by Mr. H. 0. \Valker, 
"The Progress of the Flamen (or the Transmission of Knowledge from the 
Past, through the Present, to the Future). The twelve smaller paintings 
(by Garnsey) in the corridors, are as follows: East- Milling, Stone Cutting, 
Winnowing, Commerce, Mining and Navigation. West- Hunting, The 
Pioneer, Sowing, Dairymaid, Logging, Horticulture. 

In the rotunda, the four large panels are to be filled with paintings by 
Mr. Edward E. Simmons, as follows: 

1. The American Genius, guided by Wisdom, follows Hope. 
2. Wisdom banishing savagery. 
3. Wisdom breaking the ground. 
4. Wisdom, as Minnesota, distributes her products. 

SUPREME COURT ROOM. 

The marble used is white Vermont; the furniture Mahogany. 
There are to be four paintings by Mr. John La Farge, one of which, 

the 1Moral and Divine Law• (Moses receiving the Law on Mt. Sinai), 1s 
now in place. The other three will typify the development of Law. 

SENATE CHAMBER. 

The marble used in this chamber is Fleur de Peche (France). The 
two paintings in the large lunettes are by Mr. Edwin H. Blashfield. The 
title of the lunette in the north wall is n The Discoverers and the Civilizers 
led to the Source of the Mississippi." The title of the lunelte in the south 
wall is "Minnesota, the Grain State." The four decorative compositions, 
'Courage," "EquaHty,1 "freedom" and "Justice," and the general decora-



tions of the chamber, are the work of Mr. E. E. Garnsey. The furniture 
is Mahogany. 

SENATE RETIRING ROOM. 

The ceiling of this room is in dull gold with panels of gray-blue. The 
wall panels are in deep crimson, covered with Venetian patterns in dull gold, 
mantels of oak. Fireplaces and hearths of Red Numidian marble 
(Africa). 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The marble used in this chamber is white Vermont. The decorations 
are by Mr. E. E. Garnsey. The furniture is Mahogany. 

HOUSE RETIRING ROmt. 

The beamed ceiling is decorated in colors and dull gold. The walls 
are wainscotted with oak, and above the wain~cot is painted a continuous 
frieze of tree trunks, foliage and wild flowers. The mantel and fire-place 
are Red Numidian marble (Africa). 

THIRD FLOOR. 

On this floor are located the galleries of the Senate and House. The 
decorations in the dome corridors are by Mr. E. E. Garnsey. Opposite 
each of the arches are circular panels {by Garnsey), representing the Four 
Seasons. The large lunettes on the north and south walls, (by Garnsey) 
represent the Farmer, Shepherd, Woodman ancl Sailor. 

CFNERAL CONSTRUCTION. 
The Entire Building is Thoroughly Fireproof Throughout 

The exterior marble is backed by brick walls 2 Lo 4 feet thick. Division 
walls are of brick. Partitions are of hollow tile. Floors are of same ma-
terial, arched, and resting upon steel beams. TI1e walls supporting the 
dome (above the piers) are of brick, 7 feet thick over the arches. Wood 
floors (in rooms) are nailed lo narrow strips, bedded in concrete. The roof 
is of hollow tile and concrete, resting on steel beams and faced with glazed 
tile on the exterior. All plastering is done on Expanded Metal lathing. 

The Heating and Lighting plant is built on Aurora Avenue, about 300 
feet east of the main building, and is connected with it by an underground 
tur.nel (2 76 feet long), 20 feet below the surface of the ground. 
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CASS CILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 

79•8 5 WALL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 

l!IN1"ESOTA CAPITOL. 

Mr. Douglas Volk, 
Hewnoaka, 

Center Lovell, Kaine. 

;;y dear i.tr. Volk:-

ENDICOTT BLDO. , 
ST. PAUL. 

NEW YORK,Sept. 1, 1906. 

Your l6tter of Aug. 28th is at hand. The color study fo r 

t he picture of the Battle of Miaoiona.ry Ridge, r eached me to-day. I 

have read your l etter with much interest and appreciate t he suggest-

ion of the histori c noment at wh lch the Union Troops turned the cap-

tured cannon on t he confederates. 

Hav it!g visited Missionary Ridge , I wan so i mpressed with 

the peculjar land scape that my judgment is perhapa over ewayed 

thereby. I had 1 howt:ver, formed D. rough concep ~ion of a corupoai ti on, 

whicn I would like to suggest for your ccns'!.cle:re.t'ion ru1d , by the ww, 
thie i mproacion was hei[htened by a talk I had with Gen' l Bisho.P 

about \"that occurred at the Battle. 

The Troops had been oent i n to capture some works at the 

foot of Miss ionary Ridge. The General eaid it looked like a hopeleso 

fight, but ,that before t hey went in, he told the men to r eserve t heir 

fire until they were up to the works explaining to them that they 

would t hen arrive cloee to the en~ with loaded muskets while t he 

eneJ:!Y•s would be empty. The men understood and followed this order 

and successfully carried t he worke at t he foot of t he Hill, t hen the 
whol~ army swarmed up t h e mountalnand fought a eold1ers 1batile wi'lh· 

out waiting ~or orders from the Commander - i n- Chief. r en'l Bishop 

mentioned also a feature of the Battle formation, which was very 

suggestive to me, namely, t hat j ust before t hey started on the char ge 

the colors wer e advar1c ed before each regiment and t hat as you looked 



D. v . .. 2 September 1, 1905. 

along the line you could see the elopes of Missicnary Ridge with the 

colors of each regiment rising and f alling with the ground as they 

advanced t owards the works. It struck me then that if the picture 

could be taken at the moment when the charge began, showing Gen'l. 

Bishop ( Colonel as he was then) giving the wor d to his men and that 

the tense moment just before the fight could be given great dramatic 

e.ffect,high up on the Ridge might be seen the smoke of the confede• 

rate batteries and the desperate nature of t he charge would be borne 

t o the spectator ao well as to the tro~ps. 

~pirited and ir.teresting as your sketch is, I think i1 

fails to g.ive the impression of the rugged character of the land 

scape and particularly of the very steep slopes of Missionary Ridge, 

in other words, you.r n;.en have capturetl the breast work and are turn-
ing the guns upon the enemy. but in this respect the incident is not 

different from many that occurred during the Civil War. You feel, 

of courae the des:tcrai.1) ni....titr'."1 or the contest , 1)yt I cannot appre-

ciate from your sketch that the troops have climbed a mountain in 

the .face o.f the enemy's fire. 

I do not ask you to substi t1lte mv conception of the pic-

ture for y•mr own, but I would like to.have you take it into consid· 

eration and if you think wall of it adopt it, or course, I do not 

know what conversation you may have had wlth Gen 1 1 "Bishop and other 

meniliers of the regiment on this subject and as far as I am concerned, 

I would r:mch prefer to meet their views than to have my own adopted. 

Please let me hear from you about thi s . 

Yours very truly, 

G/H 



Mi nn . Ca I it o 1 • CASS CILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 

79• 85 WALL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 

ENDICOTT BLDO., 
S T . PAUL. 

NEW YORK, Ser. t . ,., , H 105 . 

Mr . Du ' .. gla.s Volk, 

C - itcr Lc.vell, Mai n G. 

1t,· de a r Sir : -

Y<..ur telet;ra"ll of t :.e 5 tl'! t o . :r . Ci lbert 

was d"t;ly received r egar ding sketche.J fer the .Minnesota 

Capito 1 pie ture
1 

and certificate . Mr. Gilbert has 

teen ill and a\7a3.r from the office dr..ce last Satu r day, 

and has requested me to reply. Yovr telegram was re-

ceiv~d too la~e ~o ~ake certifica~e fer ~rebentaticn 

to the Beard at t h e rr:eeting t his month , as they were 

to meet last Tuesday . 

~ir. Gilbert vrishes .uc to a5k if you wish 

11~m t(J send your sketch to the Boa ~d , so that tl:e :!.em-

bers ,- and especialJy Mr . Corli Es,- c~ see it ? He 

a1"1ays advises against sending ot~•er than qi.,ite fin-

ish ed sketches before non-pro fe ss i cnal c omrni t tees, as 

they do not understand them, and before for·~arding it , 

vrc.cld like to hear from you again. 

Yours v cry tn.• 1:: , 

A. 



ASS GILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 
l5 WALL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 

.Mr . D0t.glas Volk, 

Center Lovell, 

Maine. 



OF'TICE OF 

J. W. BISHO P 
ENDICOTT ButLOING 



OF''rlCE: OF" 

J_ W. BISHOP 
E:NOICOTT BUILOING 



J. W. BISHOP 
228 ENDICOTT BUILDING 

ST, PAUL, MINN . 



CASS CILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 

7 0 •85 WALL STREET , 
NEW YORK . 

ENDICOTT BLDO. , 
ST, PAUL. 

llINNESO?A CAPITOL NEW YORK,Sept. 13,1905. 

Mr. Douglas Volk, 
Hevmoi.l.ks, Center Lovell, 

Maine. 

Dear Sir: 

Your letter of Sept. 9th reached t'le on the 12th. AB you 

suggest I will not attempt to answer it in detail owing to pr~ee of 

business. I am shipping your sketch of the Missionary Ridge pie-
tarE: to you to-day as request~d. I apprdciate all you say about 
the co;npos1 tion and your study of the subject. I am partlcularly 

interested ln tho fact that you had a confer~nce with Gen. Bishop, 
{. 

Mr. Corliss . Capt. Dona..~ower and othere,and agree as to the incident 
Which was to be depicted and the part lcular mornent in the act ion 
which was to be i llustrated. This being the case I withdraw my 

suggestions, especially as I am very anxious that it ehou1d be sat-
isfa.cto~; to the menbers of the regiment. I suBgcat therefore that 
when you h~ve br~ught the sketch t o a condltion which you think would 
be satisfactory to show to them, that it be forwarded to llr. Corliss 
in the c~re of the Board of Capitol Commiss i oners, and if he and the 
repres~ntativea of the r~giment approve it, it can then be taken up 

with the Board of Capitol Commisaionere without delay and I have no 

doubt that the Board will concur in the views of the regimental r~p-

resentatives. 

I am writing Hr. Corliss and also to the Board of Capitol 
Cornmisaio?>lrs to-day making t his suggestion. 

Yours very truly, 



CASS GILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 

79-85 WALL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 

----. ·, -:-. I . ,, . ;:.. 
f_ • ;;.) 
-' "'- ~ 7 
--: ' -oo 

\ - <. 
-'-? ' 
'- 10-,y, / 
~ 

Mr. Douglas Vol.k, 

Hewnoaka, Center Lovell, 

Maine. 



Mi m • Cn,1 i tc..l . CASS CILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 

79•85 WALL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 

ENDICOTT BLDC. , 
ST. PAUL. 

NEW YORK, SeJ. t . 28, 1~)0 5 . 

_,vu C<· .kincu..1 exect.te Un~ enclc.t-ed Bi.ll c.f Sa . .i.e ( in 

ch, l·licate) ~11<1 for\·;ard t:be origina_l to ine here in Ne·.v 

York; tr•e dupli~te cr,py kindly mail to r.ie at 111.Y st. 
Pat l F.t.ddreos ,- 52Lz Endicc t t Bld ~ · . I n exect·ting the 

i:.<.. 1e , r:lea se sec that al 1 blar.k spaces are f iJ.led in 

r ro. erl.y , yoi;r si sna~ure witne ssed by two '".'i' .. nest;es, 

a nci yoi;r ac~nv;, leden,ent taken bef ore a Nctary Public . 

Thi s 'bill of sale is a fo rnal i ty re qi.; irE'cl ty t h e 

BuarCI of Cay.,i tol Ccrr:J:-,i ssi one rs and is in acc0rd&n~ e 

•·ri tt. the tern1s of ycur cv ntract, 11he Boa rd acc e1,ting a 

bill cf sale in t he case 0f the artistb , in lie~ of 

a rJund . 

Cass Giltert. 

-
Pe~~e...,.,.~ 

~·4£:-;7*_...,,,... 

T'1e re:gt-l&r d.,te for t J1c :.·ceting of' tt1e Bvard is 

T',t> od&.:, t Oc t o, ~r 3nl, 4:.ho'-<r,.h i 1. i .. a., b c pc 5tponed . I 

1 1.. ' ... '._.!~::rt , hoi:(;v1;.r , that t he Bi 11 cf St~le tie eYoct..tcd 

and for~ar1ed et o~cc . 



Minn . Capitol. CASS CILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 

79•85 WALL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 

ENDICOTT BLOC., 
ST. PAUL. 

NEW YORK, Oct . 16, 1905 . 

Mr. Douglas Volk, 

37 West 34th Street, 

New York City. 

Dear Sir: .. 

At request of Mr . F. E. Hanson , Secretary 

of the Board of Capitol Commissioners, St . Paul, who 

does not have your pre ~ent address , I enclose herewith 

certificate and voucher covering first payment to you 

on account of your contract for the "Misoion Ridge" pie-

ture for the Minnesota Capitol. Mr . Hanson requests 

that you kindly rece ip1t the voucher a:)d forward same 

dirl;;lct -~<?._him ._ It is cuatomary 1 in all Gove.rn.:.ent and 

State work, to receipt for payment in advance . When 

the receipted voucher has b een ret urned to Mr : Hanson, 

a warrant will be issued to you for the ~;900 . 0'0. Mr. 

Hanson's office is in the new State Capitol, st . Paul . 

I will "oe glad if you will also let me know that the 

voucher rd.aches you promptly. 

Yours very trul:r , 

A. 
Casa G>J9 ~r;. 

Per//. ~ 



CASS GILBERT, 
ARCHITECT, 

79-85 WALL STREET, 
NEW YORK. 
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J A JOHNSON GOVERNOR OHN ·~CSIOCNT 
(~Of'MC•O) 
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r From 
BOARD OF STATE CAPITOL COMMISSIONERS, 

St, Paul, Minn. 

vV-~ CL.£. <!dL..-e ~ 
..J l tu £J.. e ~ d==: 

cvfrew yrY7c&ty 
--
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