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[Letter press enclosure, Lewis to Upham, Aug. 21, 1902]

Dear Sir

In your issue of the 2™ Jarch /02 1s an article you kinde
ly ingerted giving an account of myself and some reminlsccensces
of Davenport. As many of the Statements given 1n your article
are not quite accurate I send you these few lines, which, if
you think would interest your readers, you are at liberty to
publish!

15% I am not a German but an Ameriocan Citizen. My Father
¥ag an Englishman and emigrated to the States in 1829 when I
wag some 10 years of Age, He at once took the necrézssary papers
and became a (Citizen of the U. States. I being at the time
under age shar'd the benifit also and became a Citizen. I have
before me a Diploma given me in the year 1859 in an exposition
held in gt Louis and was awarded a prize for the best Landscape
in the Exposition, and have been arlayways known as an American

Artist. As to my English having a decided German accent that

is some thing quite startling.

Your humorous description of my mishap on the sand bar is
only partly true altho' well told; but enough as I now wish to
give you some accurate information which may prove interesting.

In the year 1846 I first conceived the Idea of painting a
great moving Panorame of the Missirssliaphl from the Fallg of
8% Anthoney to the Gulf of Mexico, and made a priliminary tour
to decide which views should be taken. After many difficulties
had been surmounted I at last started in May 1848, on my upward




Journey, teking with me a tool chest and all that I thought
would be necessary to bulld a Boat suited to my purpose, hoping
to find among the Garrison at the Fort some Carpenter who could
help me, but among the whole of the men, there was not a single
Carpenter, and I had to do most of the work myself,

Conl 5. Eagtman ook a great interest in my undertaking, he
being a very cleaver Artist himself. The boat was built on two
of the largest Canoos I ocould purchase., They were gome 50 feet
in lernygth and were gecured by stout beams some 3 feet apart,
on this a platform, some 8 x 11 feet, a Cabin wae built, with
Bunks for carrying provisions &c¢ and rigg'd with a Square Sail
and Jib. It made a Boat admirably adabted to my purpose as it
was guite gteady and from the top of the Cabin, I could sketch

with care and see over the Country on both sides of the River. X
note x ﬁngéll send you photo of my Boat and on my scenes [2] of
vesse154@1s0 one of myself, the Builder. I nam'd my Boat the
lene~ha-haha, and hereby hangs & little historieal incident asg
to this name. I am the person who first used the name and it
ocour'd in this wise  Between the Falls of 8% Anthony and
Fort Snelling, a small stream entered the River with a very
pretty Water Fall of some 29 feet in height. Goling one day to
make a sketch of thig Fall, I took an 014 Indian with me who

was employ'd about the Fort as Trenslator and messinger. As

he seem'd very much interested in what I was doing I asked him
if the Indlans had & neme for the Falls, and he answered in his
broken English oh yes. We call him Jiene ha hah. You know liene

is Vater in our talk end ha hah 1s to laught. You understand?




I thought this neme so poetic that I adopted it and meeting
shortly afterward the Surveying party under Prof Owen, I related
the fact to him., He asked me to make a statement, in writing,
of what I had told him and embodied it in his next report to the
Geographical Bereau, which at once adopted the name, as they
wish to preserve the Indian nemes when possible, This is the
true history of the circumstances. I kept a very careful Journal
of ths Jourrnjey and embodied them in a work I afterwards publieg'd

in Dusseldorf ciny 1855 Call'd Lewig' Illustrated Mississippi
.With 45 colour'd plates which has now begome exceedingly rare as
the Publishing house made e very bad faillure and only some 300
copls of the work were publisghed German. The English EZdition

never, so far as I know, was ever issued altho' I corrected the
proof for the aama; ‘

I arrived in 8t, Louig after a very pleasant but exeiting voy-
age of 5 months in October and placed my Boat in charge of a
Friend intending to resume my trip in the Spring to N. Orleans,
and the Gulf, but unfortunately in May 1849 occur'd the Great
Fire in which some 300 houses and 20 steamboats were Burnt among
them also my little Boat the Mene ha hah. with this sad incident
I bring my narrative to a close.

P. 3 You are in error about the (Garrison in the old Fort.
They had been suddenly withdrawn and sent to the Port at the
mouth of the Wisconsin where & war had broken out between the
followers of Black Hawk and the Government. By permission of the

parties in charge I was permitted to occupy the Fort during my
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stay here. This was the only time I slept under g roof after
I left Fort Snelling until my arrival in S5t. Louls.

H. Lewis -~ Dusseldorf
24 Alexander 3Str.

my present residence




