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TEMPLE ARRANGEMENT HIGNS

OFFICERS & E Shade eyes with right hand, thumb against right temple.
QUIPKENT . Palm of left hand at the back of the head.

Positions — Right or Left — Are Determined Step off with the right foot.

From the Eost, Facing West

EAST

@

ROOM

PREPARATION

~0

10.
1.
12.

N AN~

WEST

ILLUSTRIOUS POTENTATE
CHIEF RABBAN
ASSISTANT RABBAN

HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET
ORIENTAL GUIDE
TREASURER

RECORDER

I1ST CEREMONIAL MASTER
2ND CEREMONIAL MASTER
MARSHAL

CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD
OUTER GUARD

ALTAR OF OBLIGATION —

Draped in Black With Black Cloth Cover

BIER AND COFFIN -

ALTAR OF

Draped in Black With Block Cloth Cover
INCENSE -
Draped in Dark Red With Red Cover

ALTAR OF PURIFICATION —

Draped 1n White With White Cover

BLACK STONE - On An Altar —

Draped in Black With Black Cover

Smoll Brass Bowl or Incense Burner on Altar of Incense

Small Silver Lover, containing water, on Altar of Purification

Lean forward and exclaim * * * * *
. Assume former position, both feet together.

. Place palm of right hand back of head.
. Place left hand in middle of back, with palm out in a supporting
position: in immediate riding position, motion one time

. About face to the West facing the Chief Rabban.

. Pierce the eyes with three (First, Second and Third) fingers of the
right hand.

. Salute the Chief Rabban with the word ** * * ** =

rd = Ln bt b=

. Right face, take position on North side of altar facing the
Assistant Rabban in the South: imitate hanging by raising right
hand high above head, as if grasping a rope, and pulling it down;
alternate with the left hand then the right.

. Then pull in the slack. start with left hand, altemate with right.
and then the left. Then turn right. resume position in front of the
altar facing the East.

. Hold hands behind you, left hand in palm of right with palms out.
salute the Holy Writings by bowing down.

. Return to standing position, release hands and form a triangle
with thumbs and forefingers. palms out above the eyes on the fore-
head;

. Bow down and as you bow, spread hands outward to the side and
say, " Aleikum Es Salaam:" the Potentate will reply **Es Salaam
Aleikum.” Noble will then say, “Good evening, Ufficers and
Nobles."

@ NOTE: Whenever a Noble enters the Temple after it has been
declared opened by the Illustrious Potentate he will give the Outer Guard
the Handshake and the Outside Pass (*****), and the Captain of the
Guard the Handshake and the Inside Pass (*******) after which he will
come before the altar and follow procedures shown above.

During the opening ceremonies, the Nobility will form a crescent
about the Altar; and at the closing will form a circle. In each in-
stance,signs will be addressed facing the Illustrious Potentate only.

RECEPTION OF IMPERIAL OFFICERS

The Outer Guard alarms the door and advises the Captain of the
Guard that the Imperial Potentate or any Imperial Officer or Officers
desire admission, calling them by name and, except for the Imperial
Potentate. the name and number of the Temple of which the visiting
Imperial Officer is a member. is given.

The Illustrious Potentate directs the first and second Ceremonial
Masters to proceed without the door and escort the Imperial Potentate or
visiting Imperial Officer or Officers to the Altar of Obligation.

The Impenal Officer or Officers are escorted into the Temple in single
file, led by the first Ceremonial Master followed by the second Cere-
monial Master, who is followed by the Imperial Officers.

The First Ceremonial Master takes a position on the left side of Altar.
‘The Second Ceremonial Master to the right side, leaving the center open
for visiting Imperial Officers to give the signs. Signs are given.

The Illustrious Potentate then cirects the first and second Ceremonial
Masters to escort the Imperial Potentate or visiting Impenal Officer to
the East where he is introduced to the Temple. by the first Ceremonial
Master. (If the Illustrious Potentate desires, he may delegate the
introduction to whomever he desires.) The sign to be given by the Nobles
of the Temple to the Imperial Potentate are: Two Grand Salaams and
Signs of Salutation; for all other Imperial Officers, Signs of Salutation
only. 19




e VICTORY CEREMONY
Revised and Updated to 1976

MARSHALL S. JOHNSON

Imperial Potentate

ROSWELL A. TAYLOR, SR.

Imperial High Priest and Prophet

Pursuant 1o a resolution submitted by Noble John G. Lewis, No. 94,
during our 75th Annual Session at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the following
Shrine Victory Ceremony will be observed. This ceremony is designed to
reveal our thanks to Allah, and to bestow honor upon those nobles who
contributed so much toward the success of maintaining our Order, during
those years of litigation, 1914 through 1929.

The said resolution authorized the addition of the names of Nobles
John W. Dobbs, and David Muckle to the list of those Nobles whom the
Imperial Council would honor each year near the beginning of each

Annual Session.

Further; by a resolution presented and adopted at the 82nd Annual
Session held in New Orleans, La., the names of Richard A. Theodore,
No. 15; William C. Kilpatrick, No. 128; and Daniel Webster Perkins,
No. 8: were also added, thus making a total of ten (10) Nobles whom we
honor at this time.

SHRINE VICTORY CEREMONY .

To Follow Opening Ceremony and Quorum Certification
High Priest and Prophet Presides

HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET—Imperial Chief Rabban, Im-
perial Assistant Rabban, Imperial Recorder, acting in your respective
Stations, will you assist me in the performance of the VICTORY
CEREMONY? (000) use gong—(Candles to be placed as follows: High
Priest and Prophet—Green, Chief Rabban—Yellow, and Assistant
Rabban—Red.)

Officers and Nobles, we pause at this time to convey our thanks to
Allah for the great victory he wrought on our behalf on the third day of
June, nineteen hundred and twenty-nine. And to honor those venerable
patriarchs who spearheaded the battle through fifteen years of litigation,
at a cost of over $77,000.

PRAYER: (uncover) Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Creation,
The Compassionate, The Mercful,
King of the Last Judgement!
Who alone, won for us the victory
You alone we worship, and to you alone
We pray for help.
Guide us to the straight path,

The path of those whom You have favoured,
Not of those who have incurred Your wrath,
Nor of those who have gone astray.
Accept our prayer and answer us with thy great
mercy, and with thy saving truth. Amen.

ALL: So mote it be. Amen, Amen, Amen. (re cover)

SONG: “God of Our Fathers"—First Stanza—
Organist and Nobility

HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET —The light of this green candle is in-
dicative of the garment of nature. It represents life, ever growing, and
thriving. It consoles ys with the thought and assurance of life eternal.
By it, we are inspired to view our victory under the searching green
light of human interest, and to discover that, had we failed, it would
have spelled doom for all of our masonic bodies, and possibly for all of
the other fraternities fostered by Negroes, and those of caucasian
extraction.

CHIEF RABBAN—This yellow candle signifies love, tolerance and
passion. By the yellow light of reason and consideration, we realize
that the pomp, splendor, and prestige, which the Imperial Council and
the Nobility enjoy today, were bequeathed to us by our founding
fathers, who aborted an injunction by A.A.O.N.M.S. (White), de-

signed to prevent us from wearing the fez and practicing the Mystic
Rite.

ASSISTANT RABBAN—The light of this red candle speaks to us of
brilliance, war, and strength. It reminds us of those brilliant men who
possessed the strength to wage war that preseved our Order. May we
never fail to pass their names on from generation to generation.

HIGH PRIEST AND, PROPHET—Noble Recorder, please present
the name and Temple number of those whom we honor at this time.

(As each name is presentea, the High Priest and Prophet will strike
one blow upon the GONG).

RECORDER— Jacob Wright, No. 7, (0); Charles Cottrel, No. 13.(0);
Ceasar R. Blake, No. 51, (0);Charles D. Freeman, No. 10, (0); James
E. White.No. 44, (0); John Wesley Dobbs, No. 128, (0); David L.
Muckle, No. 12, (0); Richard A. Theodore, No. 15, (0); William C.
Kilpatrick, No. 128, (0); and Daniel Webster Perkins, No. 8, (0).

HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET—Certainly we would be less
than ingrates, should we complete this ceremony without mentioning
those nine Supreme Court Justices who handed down this history-
making decision in our favor on June third, 1929. If we take a
retrospective view of our people’s situation at that time, we will discen
that we were only free slaves. Therefore, it was preposterous to
imagine 9 white men rendering a decision in favor of Negroes. Should
we observe the Supreme Court bench more closely, we will find that
ten men were on that bench, and the tenth one looked like Ebn Allah,
(The Son of God). Yes, the omnipotent presence of the Almighty took
the gavel and presided over the session of the Supreme Court, and gave
us a chance to prove that we were true Shriners, worthy of all that we
had petitioned. Nobles, join me in the following pledge: (Repeat after
me) We pledge ourselves / to keep unsullied / our rich heritage of the
past / and to hand down to posterity / the fruits of a period / dedicated
to a greater participation / on the part of the Negro / and all other
groups, / in the benefits / of the American way of life./

SONG: “God of Our Fathers”—Last Stanza—Organist and Nobility.

HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET—This ends the Victory
Ceremony (0).




RANK, TITLES AND POSITIONS OF
OFFICERS, THEIR COSTUMES AND JEWELS

Illustrious Potentate—First officer; in east. Cos-
tume — velvet purple robe, or domino; sleeves
flowing and trimmed with yellow or gold braid;
yellow or gold-colored sash; {ﬂgh turban of yellow
silk or satin, with crescent of gold, and jeweled;
jeweled sceptre, with crescent at top. Jewel of
office — pyramid with large gold-surfaced sun,
with rays and a frowning .ace, or visage, in the
sun; suspended from left breast.

Chief Rabban—Second officer; in the west. Cos-
tume—velvet bright green robe, or domino; sleeves
flowing and trimmed with purple; broad purple
sash; green and purple turban, with crescent at
front. Jewel of office — pyramid, with silver-sur-
faced moon; suspended from left breast.

Assistant Rabban—Third officer; in the south.
Costume—velvet blue robe, or domino; sleeves
flowing and trimmed with orange; broad orange
sash; turban, blue and gold with crescent in front.
Jewel of office—a gold-faced pyramid, covered
with silver stars; suspended from left breast.

High Priest and Prophet—Fourth officer—right
of east. Costume — robe of woven metal cloth,
gilt with silver and covered like damask; sleeves
flowing and fringed; broad gold and yellow tur-
han. crown shaped and jeweled; sash, yellow,
«old and black: carries a crozier. Jewel of office—
book or scroll, with pyramid on one page, in
silver, and crescent in silver on other; suspended
about neck and hanging on front of breast.

Oriental Guide—Fifth ofticer — right ot east.
Costume—velvet orange robe, or domino; trimmed
with purple; sleeves flowing; broad purple sash;
belt with sword; orange and purple turban, cres-
cent in front; carries long Arab staff or spear,
trimmed at spear-head with orange and purple
ribbon. Jewel of office—pyramid, with gold sur-
faced, panther-bodies, female-headed sphinx, sus-
pended from left breast.

Treasurer—Sixth officer—right of east.

Recorder—Seventh officer—left of east.

First Ceremonial Master—Eighth officer—right
of west.

Second Ceremonial Master—Ninth officer—left
of west.

Marshal—Tenth officer—extreme right of west.

Captain of the Guard—Eleventh officer—inside
the inner door.

Outer Guard—Twelfth officer—outside the
inner door.

TEMPLE

The room is termed the Temple, and the furni-
ture is similar to that of a Masonic lodge room,
with some additions. The room is draped with
black (or white), edged with purple and blue.

FURNITURE

Pedestal with gavel, large scimitar across pedes-
tal; Altar of Obligation, covered with black cloth,
having on it the Bible and Koran, and two scimi-
tars crossed. Altar of Incense, with burning in-
cense, left of east; Bier and Coffin right of east—
each hallway between the cast and the Altar of
Obligation; Laver of Water in the south; the
Black Stone in the southeast corner.

WORKING TOOLS

A cylinder about 3 feet in diameter, so con-
structed that candidates entering from either end
cannot pass through. A galvanic battery; an altar
on which is placed a gold book with crossed scimi-
tars upon it; three gavels; block and tackle; hood-
winks and blindfolders, boxing gloves, handcuffs,
a ladder, a large sponge, chair with metal bottom,
a paddle in which a blank cartridge may be fired;
bridge of sighs, rugged road, small syringe; fire-
arms, masks or false faces, any kind of uncouth
dress to create fear or terror in the candidate;
everything in the nature of collapsible furniture
which can be afforded; all kinds of noise making
instruments.

In the south part of the room is a block
covered with black, a curved battle-axe and a
dish beside it. In the north part a scaffold built
of two upright and one horizontal joists, painted
black and strong enough to support the weight
of a man, with ring, rope and pulley attached.
Uniforms and sabers for Arabic soldicrs.

OPENING CEREMONIES

Illustrious Potentate—(One rap with gavel or
sceptre.) We are about to open..................Lemple
for business and ceremonies. Officers will take
their stations.

(Officers take their stations, but do not robe.
Fach officer, except the Illustrious Potentate.
arises when addressed, and remains standing.)

Illustrious Potentate—(One rap.) Noble Chief
Rabban, that no interloper or spy may intrude
upon the ceremonies of our Mystic Rite, it is my
command that you summon your proper officers
and receive from them our mystic pass; disperse
them with alacrity in and about the Temple to
receive the same from all within our portals, and
communicate to you, that you may give me the
assurance that no ignoble here intrudes.

-
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Chief Rabban—(One rap.) Nobles First and
gccond Ceremonial Masters, have you the Mystic
ass?

First and Second Ceremonial Masters—Noble
Chief Rabban, we have.

Chief Rabban—Approach and give it. (First
and Second Ceremonial Masters approach and
® W’hi.SPCT"“‘*‘.}

Chief Rabban—It is the command of our Illus-
trious Potentate that you forthwith reccive the
Mystic Pass from each and everyone in or about
the body of the Temple, and return the same to
me that I may give assurance that no ignoble spy
intrudes upon the ceremonics of our Mystic Rite.

(First and Second Ceremonial Masters, each on
one side of the Temple receive the Mystic Pass.
® Each Noble arises and whispers (*******) The
pass is not required of the Illustrious Potentate.
Chief Rabban and Assistant Rabban, but should
be required of the Outer Guard. If any be present
without the pass, the Ceremonial Master an-
nounces aloud, “*an intruder.”” The one without
the pass is vouched for or expelled. Returning, the
Second Ceremonial Master communicates the pass
to the First Ceremonial Master and the First Cere-

monial Master communicates it to the Chief Rab-
ban.)

Chief Rabban—Illustrious Potentate, our Mys-
tic Shrine is secure and free from jcopardy; there
are none present save Nobles of our Mystic Rite.

Ilustrious Potentate — It is well. Let us be
clothed.

(Officers vest themselves with their robes and
jewels. Each member dons fez and white gloves.
All are seated.)

[llustrious Potentate—(One rap.) Noble Assist-
ant Rabban, inform the Captain of the Guard,
and he his comrade, the Outer Guard that ...
..... Temple is about to be opened for business
and ceremonies, and both take heed to permit no
interruption while we are thus engaged.

Assistant Rabban—(One rap.) Noble Captain
of the Guard, you will inform your comrade, the
Outer Guard, that ... ... Temple is about
to be opened for business and ccremonies. It is
the command of our Illustrious Potentate that vou
both take heed and permit no interruption while
we are thus engaged.

(Captain of the Guard goes to the inner door,
opens it, and instructs the Outer Guard. He then
closes the door and gives **—* raps, which is an-
swered by the same number [rom the Outer
Guard.)

Captain of the Guard—Noble Assistant Rab-
ban, our Outer Guard stands instructed; we are
under & double-guard; picketed by a tried and
trusty officer without — one who knows his duty

— vigilantly assisted by the Captain of the Guard
within.

Assistant Rabban — Illustrious Potentate, our
sacred Temple is under a double and trusty guard.

Illustrious Potentate — Since all present are
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine and our Temple se-
curely guarded, let us form about the altar and
unite in singing our opening ode.

(All arise and form semi-circle, opening to-
wards the Orient.)

High Priest goes to altar on east side and faces
the Nobles, when the first verse or more of the
Shrine ode is sung.

“Toy is a fruit that will not grow
In nature’s barren soil;
The Saviour calls for you and me,
In His vineyard to toil.”

The last verse to be sung only at closing of the
Temple.

After the ode, the High Priest offers the fol-
lowing prayer:

High Priest and Prophet—“Father and Creator,
who hast given us life and being, aid us to per-
form the duties which Thy law and our vows
impose upon us. Thou hast vouchsafed to call
us Thy children, and doth graciously permit us
to call Thee Father. May Thy name be our glory
and our confidence, our defense and guard, our
ornament and strength, our dignity and the mo-
tive of obedience. May it confirm and sustain us
in our good resolutions, and make us steadflast
never to desert the post of duty. Let our bodies
be chaste, our thoughts pure, our words gentle,
our lives useful and innocent, to the honor and
commendation of Masonry and the Mystic Shrine.
Make us patient of the evils with which we may
be afflicted, lovers of the good which Thou com-
mendest, haters of all vice which Thou forbid-
dest, and satisfied with all Thou sendest. Let us
not be tempted with want, nor made contemptible
by beggary, nor wantonly proud by riches, nor in
love with anything in this world to the disregard
of duty. Look upon us with mercy; forgive our
imperfections, and accept with compassion the
little service we may be able to render to the cause
of justice, truth and common humanity. And to
Thee be all glory and honor, forever. Amen.”

All—So mote it be. Amen, Amen, Amen.
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Illustrious Potentate — Noble Oriental Guide,
vou will now display the Holy writings and other
appropriate emblems.

® (The Oriental Guide Opens the Bible [1st Chap

ter of Job—Koran 38th Chapter| arranges them on
the altar. Bible in front of the Koran, Bible and

Koran in arch of two crossed scimitars on the altar.
He then salutes the Illustrious Potentate with the
sign of Salutation.)

Illustrious Potentate—Nobles. behold the Ori-
ent and attend the signs. (Signs given.)

Hlustrious Potentate— (Raps) **—*. Chief Rab-
l-)fn—.(Raps) **—* Assistant Rabban—(Raps)

Illustrious Potentate — In the name of God,
our Father, and by the existence of Allah, the
creed of Mohammed, and the legendary sanctity
of the Temple of Mecca, I now proclaim this Tem-
ple regularly opened for business and ceremony,
and hereby forbid any discord that might mar our
mystic rites. Noble Captain of the Guard, you will
inform the Outer Guard. (Captain of the Guard
informs the Outer Guard.)

Captain of the Guard — Illustrious Potentate,
the Outer Guard has your command and the
Temple is secure. (One * rap. All are seated.)

INITIATION—SECTION 1

(This Ist section is sacred — No play should be
permitted)

Temple darkened. Furniture—Altar of Obliga-
tion covered with black cloth, the Bible, the Ko-
ran and two crossed scimitars thereon. (Figure A)
left of east; Altar of Incense with burning
Myrrh, right of east; Bier and Coffin, each half
way between east and Altar of Obligation: Laver
of Water in south; gong to the left of the Assist-
ant Rabban in the south. The Black Stone placed
in the southeast corner of the Temple (the ex-
treme left of the Potentate). Officers in their re-
spective stations and places; members seated.

Illustrious Potentate—Noble First Ceremonial
Master, you will retire to the outer walls and as-
certain if any Novices await our pleasure.

(First Ceremonial Master comes before the
Altar of Obligation, salutes the Illustrious Po-
tentate with the sign of salutation and retires
and secures the desired information, and return-
ing before the Altar, salutes and reports.)

Note: The last sign given in addressing the Il-
lustrious Potentate is the sign of salutation.

First Ceremonial Master—Illustrious Potentate,
there are without ... candidates in waiting

10

— Novices, who seek admission to our Mystic
Shrine.

Illustrious Potentate—Noble Recorder, have the
petitions of .............. been received in open Tem-
ple, and have they paid the required iees, been
balloted for and duly elected?

Recorder—Illustrious Potentate, they have, and
their characters have been canvassed and found to
come within the bounds of good report. They
have each passed the ordeal of the secret ballot
of our Mystic Shrine unsullied and vouched for by
Nobles of our rite.

Illustrious Potentate—It is well. Nobles First
and Second Ceremonial Masters, accompanied by
our Noble Marshal, you will retire without the
Temple and prepare these Novices for reception
in our Mystic Shrine.

They go to Altar and salute, then retire and
prepare the Novices by removing their shoes,
coats, vests, and collars and clothing them with
white dominoes and slippers; hand-cuffed or tied
at the wrists. When the candidates are ready, the
Ceremonial Masters take charge of them and give
*°—* Lnocks at the outer door. The response from
within is a loud clatter of chains being with-
drawn, the removal of several large bolts, after
which the door is opened by the Oriental Guide.)

Oriental Guide—What is the cause of this clam-
orous alarm? Who dares intrude upon the cere-
monies of our Mystic Shrine?

First Ceremonial Master—(One, two or three)
poor sons of the desert who are weary of the hot
sands and burning sun of the plains, humbly
crave shelter under the protecting dome of the
Temple.

Oriental Guide—How may we know them to be
worthy and not of treacherous or ignoble birth?

First Ceremonial Master—Their characters hav-
ing been canvassed and coming within the
bounds of good report, they have passed the or-
deal of the secret ballot of our Mystic Shrine un-
sullied, and I espouse their cause and sanction
their reception with the secret pass.

Oriental Guide—Give me the pass.

(First Ceremonial Master advances and whis-
pers ltt'*'#v)

Oriental Guide—'Tis well; let them enter.

(They enter, preceded by the Marshal, Cere-
monial Masters and their assistants, conducting
the candidates, Oriental Guide leading the way.)

Illustrious Potentate—(**—*. All rise.)

(Gong sounds once, music. They ‘march twice

11




around counter-clockwise with music or singing,
or both; the gong sounds each time they reach
the east; when they arrive at the east after the
second circuit, the Illustrious Potentate raps
(*); all are seated. Candidates and escort halt.)

Ilustrious Potentate—What strange intruders
have we here? Our pleasures were most perlect
and should be sacred from this turmoil and dis-
play.

(Previous to the entrance of the candidates,
the Captain of the Guard has chosen a number
of Nobles and they have dressed as Arabic soldiers
with broad scimitars; they are stationed out-
side and drilled and ready for duty when wanted.
The soldiers now rush in, seize the candidates and
hustle them toward the door, when the Oriental

Guide supplicatingly answers, Soldiers halt with
candidates.)

Oriental Guide—Illustrious Potentate, ’'tis I
who have ushered in (one, two or three) poor
sons of the desert, who being weary of the hot
sands and hFurning sun of the pla'ins, humbly
crave that sacred boon of the weary and thirsty
traveler — a cup of water and shelter under the
protecting dome of our goodly Temple. I do com-
mend them to your favor, having found them
worthy and not of treacherous or ignoble purpose,
each having passed the ordeal of the secret ballot

of our Mystic Shrine unsullied and vouched for
by a Noble with our secret pass.

Ilustrious Potentate—Noble Guide, know you
the penalty of broken faith and do you stand forth
as ransom for them all? R

Oriental Guide—Illustrious Potentate, I do.

Ilustrious Potentate—So be it then. Conduct
them once again about our Shrine to our Noble
High Priest, that he may imprint upon the tab-
lets of their memories a knowledge of the duties
they do here assume.

_{Candidates are conducted around to the High
Priest and Prophet, who is robed and wearing a
mitre.)

H_igh Priest—Strangers, are your motives for
coming among us honorable, pure and free from
hope of gain or pride of knowledge?

Candidates—They are.

High_Priest—Have you a belief in the existence
of a Deity, future rewards and punishments?

Candidates—I have.

_ H:gh Priest—Have you a desire to promote
Justice and suppress wrong?

Candidates—I have.
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High Priest—Have you a due regard for female
virtue?

Candidates—I have.

High Priest—Are you willing to jeopardize your
life, if need be, to punish the guilty and protect
the innocent, and labor in the cause of justice,
truth and common humanity?

Candid‘ates—l am.

High Priest—Have you still a desire to unite
with us in the inseparable bonds of the Mystic
Shrine for the purposes to which you have as-
sented?

Candidates—I have.

High Priest—If you have answered in sincerity
and in truth these replies, I can assw.e you that
no conflicting sentiment nor requirement here will
mar your principles nor your duties in the out-
side world, be they what they may. Our alliance.
or the rite of our Mystic Shrine, is ancient, hon-
orable, benevolent and secret. It is devoted to the
cause of justice, truth, and mercy. It is as ancient
as the cornerstone of Mohammed’s Temple at
Mecca; as secret as the Moslem vow that bound the
tribes of Arabia to Allah or their God; as honor-
able as the Christian; and the tenets to which it is
dedicated when assumed cannot be eschewed
or cast aloof. We know no retrogression,
justice is our escutcheon; charity beyond rea-
son we do not expect; virtue must be re-
garded for its peerless worth and morality ob-
served for the general good of sll. We
require absolute secrecy and desire all our disci-
ples to hold an interest in our noble cause and a
just observance of the tenets of our faith. Let the
preliminary teachings be deeply graven upon your
hearts. They are priceless when well observed
and attributes that cannot be bought with paltry,
sordid gold. By the existence of Allah and the
creed of Mohammed—by the legendary sanctity
of our Tabernacle at Mecca, we greet you, and in
commemoration of the Arab's faith in purity and
innocence, we accept your answers as sincere, and
you will now be permitted to proceed in the rites
and ceremonies of the Mystic Shrine. The Ori-
ental Guide and escort will now conduct you on-
ward, while you will reverently lend an attentive
ear to our preparatory service.

(Gong, music. Candidates proceed from station
to station.)

Ilustrious Potentate—Who is he who hath pro-
fessed to have conversed in person with the Su-
preme and maketh himself mightiest of the migh-
ty? Mohammed, the Prophet of the Arab’s creed.
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(Gong. Music.)

_Chicf Rabban—Who but Mohammed mingled
his religion with his Hourii and said: “Are not
these the true sources of happiness?”

(Cong. Music.)

Assistant Rabban—What shall befall them who
have reflected with abhorrence that which the
Prophet hath revealed? Wherelore their works
shall not avail; do they not travel through the

earth and see the end of those who were before
them?

(Gong. Music.)

High Priest—Why do unbeclicvers indulge
themselves and eat heasts? Shall not their portion
be ?1 torment? Appeal to the Prophets for the
truth.

(Gong. Music.)

Illustrious Potentate—To whom shall be meted
out the boiling waters to drink, that they shall
burst their bowels and shall be cast into molten
lava to be consumed? The infidels who wait until
the last hour of justice.

(Gong. Music.)

Chief Rabban—Let us be of the number of
those who bathe in the [ountain of incorruptible
waters and rivers of milk, the taste whercof
changeth not—and rivers of wine, pleasant and
purilying to those who drink, and enter into the
vineyards where fruits rare and plenty ever
abound, and no evil exists.

(Gong. Music.)

Assistant Rabban—He who [ollows the plain
declaration of his dictator will ever avoid those
whose evil works have been dressed for them by
the devil and who follow up their own lusts.

(Gong. Music.)

High Priest—There are Moslems among us;
there are others who swerve from propriety; but
who so seeketh Islam earnestly seeks true direc-
tion; but those who swerve [rom truth and justice
shall merit and reap abundance of chastisecment.

[llustrious Potentate—ILet us purily one an-
other. There are two highways to good and evil;
attempt not the city of destruction. Ye all be pos-
sessed of the [aculty of distinguishing and the
power of choosing between wickedness and piety.
The punishment of each will be equal to the
measure of his sin.

(Cong and music until the candidates arrive
at the east, where they halt.)

[llustrious Potentate — Sons of the Desert, you
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have advanced through the preliminary ceremon-
ics of the Nobility of the Mystic Shrine as far as
it is possible unobligated. Before advancing fur-
ther in our cause, you will be required to assume
a most powerful and binding oath, inseparably
uniting yourselves with us, and when once taken,
it can never be retracted or departed from. But I
assure you, therein is not contained a sentiment
exceptionable to all that may become an honest,
upright man, be his beliefs what they may. Are
you willing to assume such an obligation?

Candidates—I am.

Illustrious Potentate—Conduct the Sons of the
Desert to our sacred and holy Altar.

(Candidates are conducted around to the west
and to the Altar of Obligation amid sound of
gong, drum and music. They kneel at the Altar
with bound hands resting upon the Holy writings,
heads bowed. Illustrious Potentate strikes *** to
summon all around the Altar.)

Illustrious Potentate—(To candidates) Repeat
after me:

I, , of my voluntary desire, uninflu-
enced and of free accord, do here assume, with-
out reserve, the obligation of the Nobility of the

Mystic Shrine, as did the elect of the Temple at
Mecca, the Moslem and the Mohammedan. I do
hereby, upon this Bible, and on the mysterious
legend of the Koran, and its dedication to the Mo-
hammedan faith, promise and swear and vow on
the faith and honor of an upright man, come weal
or woe, adversity or success, that I will never re-
veal any secret part or portion whatsoever of the
ceremonies I have already received, that are about
to be communicated to me or that I may hereafter
be instructed in, to any person in the world, ex-
cept it be to a well known member of the Order
of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and I knowing
to an absolute certainty that he or they be truly
and lawfully such, and of good standing with such
Nobility. That I will not be present, aid or coun-
tenance the conferring of the Order of the Mystic
Shrine upon any person who is not a Masonic
Knights Templar or a Thirty-second Degree An-
cient and Accepted Scottish Rite Mason, in good
standing.

I furthermore promise and vow that I will not
willfully write, cut, speak, or portray any detail
that might be construed into even a clue to the
same, except for official Temple work.

Furthermore, I do here register a sacred vow,
promising, should I live to become a member, I will
impartially cast a black ballot without fear or
favor against friend or foe applying for member-
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ship in the Nobility of the Mystic Shrine, whom I
believe to be disgraced, dishonored, a thief, per-
jurer, murderer, a lunatic, an idiot or a criminal.
And should I, undismayed, pass safely through
the Moslem test, and be found worthy of the con-
fidence of my fellows, albeit, I do not actively
espouse the cause, still I do promise to be silent,

even if neutral, and not oppose the purposes of
the Order.

I further promise and vow that I will obey the
laws and submit to the decrees of the Imperial
Council of the Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of North and South
America and Jurisdictions, Inc., and that I will
not acknowledge, recognize nor be present in any
other body of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine claim-
ing to be superior in authority, nor be present in
any Temple not holding constitutional authority
gr}?m the said Imperial Council of the Mystic

rine.

I furthermore promise and vow that to the full
measure of my ability I will never swerve from
justice nor duty. That I will respect virtue; pro-
tect the innocent; assist the distressed; promote the
inculcation of honor and integrity, and dispense
reasonable charity. That I will protect and defend
the unsullied honor of any Noble of the Mystic
Shrine, when absent, if assailed. And upon this
sacred book, by the sincerity of a Moslem’s oath,
I here register this irrevocable vow, in wilful vio-
lation:whereof may I incur the fearful penalty of
having my eyebalﬁ pierced to the center with a
three-edged blade, my feet flayed and I be forced
to walk the hot sands upon the sterile shores of
the Red Sea until the flaming sun shall strike me
with livid plague; and may Allah, the God of
Arab, Moslem and Mohammed, and the God of
our [athers, support me to the entire fulfillment
of the same. Amen, Amen, Amen.

Illustrious Potentate—In token of your sincerity,
salute the sacred book, the Bible, upon which you
lean and rest. (Each Candidate kisses the Bible.)

Illustrious Potentate—Nobles, let us kneel and
pray to our Heavenly Father to assist these Poor
Sons of the Desert.

(All kneel on right knee. The High Priest
comes to the Altar on the east side and offers the
following prayer.)

High Priest—Our Father, who art in heaven,
the only true God; look kindly upon these Poor
Sons of the Desert, now about to become Nobles
of this Order, and Thy servants. Aid them to per-
form punctually the vows they have assumed.
Strengthen their good resolutions, and suffer not
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temptation to overcome them. Make them true
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and teach them to
exercise whatsoever powers they may possess with

‘gentleness and moderation and for the benefit of

humanity and to Thy glory. Aid them to be true
and loyal; frank and sincere, and may this be to
them and to all Nobles here below, but prepara-
tion for final admission into the mysteries of Thy
heaven of perfect peace and happiness. Amen.

All — Forgive us our trespasses, O Father, as
we forgive those that trespass against us. Amen,
Amen, Amen.

Illustrious Potentate — Unbind these Sons of
the Desert. They are now of Noble birth. The

rays of the hot, laming sun upon the sterile shores
of the Red Sea are strong and more scathing than
the hempen thong.

(Illustrious Potentate—Seats the Nobles with
one rap (*). Candidates arise and their wrists are
unbound.)

Illustrious Potentate — Our Noble Oriental
Guide will now conduct the Sons of the Desert
to our purifying cavern in the south. It is the
Fountain of Mecca. Let them there wash their
hands in innocency, cleansing themselves of the
snares of sin and vice that they may have had
surrounding them, and let them be returned to
us free from the stains of iniquity.

(Candidates are conducted to the fountain
with music. After washing, they are conducted
to the east.)

Illustrious Potentate — My friends, it is with
pleasure that I extend to you the greetings of the
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine and congratulate you
upon having thus far passed the ceremonies of
our Order; bear bravely up to the Moslem test
and prove your fidelity to our cause. Although
vague may appear the prospect in our ceremony
and the aspect of our purpose, let me assure you
that there is a deep and formidable meaning in it
all, and when you shall have passed unflinching
and undismayed our final test of your fidelity,
nerve and courage, then will you indeed be wor-
thy to espouse our cause; but mark well, should
you ultimately decline to enlist actively in our
cause, you are still bound by the strongest ties to
remain neutral. Remember this and continue
faithful unto death; but ere we impart to you
our formidable purpose you must prove your fi-
delity and courage. We do not expect all to join
actively in our work, but those who do not unite
in the task must applaud our deeds, or by silence
favor not an adverse faction to gain sway.

With this admonition, I yield up to our Noble
Guide and his cohorts who will conduct you to

17




the ante-room and blindfold you, and one by one
you will be subjected to the Moslem test of cour-
age. And should an unforeseen disaster come, we
are duty bound to honor and protect those who
are left near and dear to you. Ere you depart, we
bid you God-speed and adieu.

High Priest — (Approaching toward the east
and raising both hands.) And may Allah protect
and support you, that you be not cast into “al
hotama” (hell). Now let our secret vaults open
to their width, that the vapors of damp stagnation
may pass away. Open the passage to the desert
and disperse our trusty Arabs in full array for the
Moslem test. Away!

(Candidates conducted out under solemn music
to be prepared for the second section.)

INITIATION—SECTION 2

The [llustrious Potentate and the Deputy of the Oasis
of each Temple across the Imperial Domain will be
held strictly responsible to see that his Temple com-
plies with the following procedure in the initiation of
candidates for membership in his Temple and Oasis.

The lllustrious Potentate of any Temple, the Depu-
ty of any Oasis, or the Captain of any Creation Team
who permits a violation of this procedure will be liable
for suspension from office or the Charter of the Tem-

ple may be suspended when it is deemed expedient by
the Imperial Potentate.

* No other procedure or language is to be used
for creating novices other than what is prescrib-
ed in the revised section.

® The striking of a candidate(s) for initiation with
hands, or any other object or device is herewith
prohibited.

® The use of any firearm (shotgun, pistol or starter
gun) of any caliber or description, or explosives
of any kind. or quantity, however ignited, is
herewith prohibited.

* The use of electrical current of any nature or
grade, or the use of heated soil, sand, stones or
metal of any nature or grade, for the initiation
of a candidate is herewith prohibited.

* Any preliminary activities in which a novice(s)
may be involved before the stipulated DAY
and TIME SCHEDULED for the creation is
strictly prohibited such as:

The forming of any procession or parade for
the purpose of exhibiting the novice(s) before
the public.

No harassment of the novice(s), or subservient
atmosphere should be required of the
novice(s) at any time. All of which are strictly
prohibited.
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* The disrobing of the candidate(s) except the
removal of shoes and socks, coat and necktie,
is herewith prohibited.

(The Candidate is prepared for initiation by the removal
of shoes and socks, blindfolded, with his hands pinion-
ed before him. He is placed in custody of an Arab
soldier, and takes his turn for initiation. He should be
compelled to traverse the Sands of the Desert, Well
of Zem Zem and Kiss the Black Stone.)

In the Preparation Room they are told by the Orien-
tal Guide—

Oriental Guide—A rough and rugged road is before
you: beset with danger and with difficulties. Your life
will be threatened, and you may lose it. But remember,
those, who die in the faith, will be resurrected in glory;
therefore summon to your aid courage—that truly great
Masonic qualification which scorns the acts of a
coward, who but apes the conduct of a hero. Therefore
suffer yourselves to be initiated with all the forms and
ceremonies of this ancient and honorable institution.
Do you assent to this trial of fortitude—that truly
distinctive Masonic qualification?

Candidate—I Do.

The candidate is then led into the room and put on
the journey over the “‘Sands of the Desert’” with an
Arab soldier on each side.

CREATION TECHNIQUES/RECOMMENDATIONS

We direct your attention to the recommended
procedure as developed by the Imperial
Creation Department. We instruct you

to be diligent in the use of these recommended
procedures.

CROSSING THE SANDS

24l Sand to be refrigerated
25 Novice to cross sands, one time

ROUGH ROAD
Only rounded gravel, enclosed rock

or marbles one (1) inch in diameter
to be used

2. Novice to travel road one time

BUNG HOLE TEST

I Cardboard cviinder or box to be
used with holes for ventilation

2. One (1) end closed
ICE TEST

g A cake of ice for novice to sit on
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WASHING

s Washing novices' hind parts with
cold water, not hot

WASHING IN WELL OF ZEM ZEM

L, Washing done bv using a basin or
bucket of cold water

EATING

1. Mixture of limburger cheese, bisquick
dough or vienna sausage

Individual spoons and paper towels

to be used.

"

KISSING THE BLACKSTONE

Limburger cheese to be used.
Novice to kiss arm of a team member
only

RIDING THE CAMEL

Camel to be used should be no higher
than 42" from floor to top of saddle
seat

Novice to ride camel only once

Ice to be used
Care to be taken to see that Novice
does not fall

MOCK TRIAL

1. As prescribed in new creation procedure
No. 2, effective 15 February 1987

TYING SHOES
Tie all Novices' shoes together and
let them scramble for them, telling
them the last man to put his shoes

on must go through the creation
procedure again.

URINE TEST

e To be done with vinegar and lemon
Juice

GRAND SALAAM

1. Shown by one (1) team member
to another without any fire arm
(bursting of balloon for noise)
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BOXING
1. Same as Pillar of Society

"BOARD OF NAILS

3 Shown to Novice and then removed.

PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES

There shall be no Novice night

There shall be no paddling or stroking

of candidates

There shall be no electric shock

of candidates

There shall be no hot sands for candidates

PENALTY FOR NON-COMPLIANCE

* Suspension of Noble committing
the act(s)
Suspension of responsible officer(s)
REMOVAL OF CHARTER

WELL OF ZEM ZEM

After he has gone around once, the candidate is con-
ducted to the Well of Zem Zem. Here the candidate
is blindfolded and caused to mount the Camel (which
is to be no higher than 42 inches from the floor to the
top of the saddle) and is given a rough ride across the
Desert to the Well. After which he is readied for the
“‘Rough Road and Sands.™

ROUGH ROADS AND SANDS
(No Heat or Current)

(A rough road and sands is prepared by placing a
three (3) by six (6) shallow pan strewn with sand in
which the candidate is required to take one step. A lad-
der with close rounds and a roller constitutes the rough
road to be traveled.)

All being now in readiness, the trip over the rough.
sandy desert is begun. The candidate is blindfolded.
and in bare feet, enter after three loud alarms. During
this time pandemonium reigns: drum, fife, rattle,
bugle, gong and every din-making instrument which
can be procured is in use. When the candidate has pass-
ed this ordeal, he is returned to the ante-room. All
relics of the Rough Roads and Sands are removed and
the Temple is placed in proper order.

The Laver, Altar of Incense and all the furniture are
placed about the Temple on each side. In the North
a scaffold is erected of two upright and one horizontal
joists; painted black.
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A strong peg on the center of the right perpendicular
bar or post on which to fasten the rope.

A member with skull and skeleton-faced-mask stands
in front of the scaffold, robed in black. (Scaffold may
have black curtains about it, if desired.)

All being in readiness.

First Ceremonial Master—(Outside strikes loudly
upon the door with wooden mallet.)

Oriental Guide—(Inside, returns the alarm, opens
the wicket and says:) Why this clamorous alarm?

Ceremonial Master—(One, Two, Three, etc., can-
didate(s) pursuing the secrets of the Mystic Shrine.)

Oriental Guide—Have they the Mystic pass?

Ceremonial Master—They have it not, but [ have
it for them.

Oriental Guide—Give me the pass.

Ceremonial Master—(in a whisper)****x

Oriental Guide—Let them enter.

(Chains are drawn; gong sounds low; soft music;
door is opened. The candidate is conducted to the West,
seated in front of the Chief Rabban.)

Illvstrious Potentate—My friends, having passed
through the ordeal of traversing the sands of the desert
undismayed, you are now returned for the final
ceremonies. But we find ourselves compelled most

unexpectedly to hold a secret inquisition to judge and
execute upon a traitorous element within our Temple
such penalty as may be decreed. I must, however, stay
those proceedings to briefly invest you with the
knowledge of our secrets.

If it be your desire to decline an active part, you are
sacredly bound to secrecy and silence.

Our mission is to succor the distressed, relieve the
oppressed, protect the innocent and punish the guilty;
to equalize station, establish harmony in all creeds,
crush fanaticism and intolerance and perpetuate the
welfare of mankind.

Crime is running rife over the land; our laws are
deemed inadequate for the emergency, and we are ex-
ponents of a vigilance inquisition to promptly execute
and punish the malefactor, the thief, the murderer, the
despoiler of innocence and virtue, the violator of
obligation and desecrator of Masonic vow. Our pur-
pose is to strike terror in the heart of the criminal class
by bringing them speedily and without mercy to the
block or to the bow-string of the Mystic Shrine.

To arrest. judge. and execute within the hour, and
thus take the law within our own grasp and summari-
ly punish the malefactor. Blood for blood and life for
life, and as our fleet-footed justice overtakes and
punishes the evil-doer, aye, even in the heat of
misdeed. it will be a lesson to those who remain and
know not the fate of the departed.

22

The day is not far distant when the name and the
escutcheon of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine will
strike a pallid terror to the wild devouring element of
crime, and the thankful prayers of the unprotected will
attest the justice of our cause.

(At this point, the Captain of the Guard discovers
a member with a missing wallet.)

Captain of the Guard: *‘Illustrious Potentate, a thief
is in the Temple.”

(All arise amid confusion and looks of dismay.)

Captain of the Guard: “‘[llustrious Potentate, I have
but now discovered the thief."’

(The thief is pointed out.)

(He is seized by the Captain of the Guard and
Ceremonial Masters.)

Members Shout: “‘To the scaffold with him.’’

IMlustrious Potentate:. **Hold!"" **Stand aside!"’
*‘Bind and hold him fast.™

Illustrious Potentate: ‘‘Candidate, have you no
defense?’" *“If not, you must meet the death of a thief."
(Culprit shakes his head, No.)

Illustrious Potentate: “‘Then let the culprit be
executed.”’ (A piece of rope, with a noose on one end,
is securely fastened to the cross piece at the top of the
scaffold so as to let the noose end hang suspended not
more than fifty-four (54) inches from the floor, a
second piece of rope, approximately 16 to 20 feet long,
is also securely fastened to the crosspiece at the top
of the scaffold and allowed to hang free. Blindfolded.
the candidate is hurried to the scaffold. The loose end
of the second piece of rope is placed on his shoulders.
The hanging is symbolized by allowing the hands to
slide along the rope as it is pulled down and when the
slack is taken up.)

High Priest and Prophet: (Kneeling before the scaf-
fold.) ‘*Thus do we yield up thy life for our own securi-
ty, and may justice, peace and mercy abide with thee.™

(Here the sign, which is that given to the Assistant
Rabban at opening, is demonstrated as directed above. )

Illustrious Potentate — Thus doth the evil doer and
the malefactor meet with **Nemesis'" at the inquisi-
tion of the Mystic Shrine. It now becomes our duty
to deposit the result of our vigilance in the tomb.
isolated from the eyes of a meddling world: a fit
abiding place for the remains of the unfaithful.

Now let us rejoice that the proud idol of iniquity has
been laid in the dust, and that justice has triumphed
over sin and error. Ever thus let our light so shine
before men that they behold our good works.

(Candidate is taken to ante-room. Scaffold is remov-
ed, all is now made ready for the last two events—the
Black Stone and Grand Salaam.
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THE BLACK STONE

~ (The Black Stone is placed upon an Altar, draped

in black with black covering its normal position in the

;‘emple‘ The candidate is required to kiss the Black
tone.

The only Black Stone to be used is the Black Stone
that is set forth in the Temple furniture on page 7 of
the Pillar of Society and Other Ceremonies, and none
other.

(When all have kissed the Black Stone, the Grand
Salaam is given.)

GRAND SALAAM

The candidate is conducted to the Altar where he is
commanded to approach with humility and great
reverence. Here the candidate is instructed on how the
Grand Salaam is given. He then is introduced to the
[llustrious Potentate for further instructions.

Illustrious Potentate: “‘I will now invest you with
the salutations, signs, grip and passwords of our
Order."" (The Illustrious Potentate proceeds to instruct
the candidate.)

MYSTIC SHRINE CEREMONIAL

My friends or Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, the order
with which you have become united was founded by
Mohammed and has as its background the trackless
desert of Arabia and the fearless, devoted, and bar-
baric Arab.

Arabic history and tradition tell us that after the fall
and separation of Adam and Eve, they were united near
the place now known as ‘*Mecca."

Adam prayed for a Shrine where he might worship.
In due time, a Tabernacle of Clouds was given to him.

After the death of Adam, the Tabernacle was
withdrawn, and his son, Seth, erected a Temple of
Stone in that place; later Ishmael. with his father
Abraham, rebuilt on this sacred spot of the Tabernacle
of Clouds, the Kaaba or the Sacred Temple of National
Worship.

Each year the true followers of the faith would make
a pilgrimage to Mecca to worship at the national shrine.

Because of the presence of a lawless element in the
city of Mecca, many of these pilgrims were robbed,
beaten, and even murdered. Therefore, in the year of
A.D. 647, Mohammed organized a group of fearless
men as an inquisition or vigilance committee, whose
main objects were to protect the weak, dispense justice,
and punish the criminals.

The order was firmly established in 1698, and since
then has become one of the most highly favored secret
organizations in the world.

Because of the ruthless manner which the group
used to accomplish its aims, its leaders had to be careful
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in their selection of new members. Theretore, severe
tests and strong obligations were required of each
candidate.

You have just passed through those tests and are now
a Noble of the Mystic Shrine.

Today the Order is often referred to as the **Play-
House'" of Masonry, but I assure you that there is a
serious side to all our activities.

The events or acts of our initiation, which to you
may have seemed a bit of ‘*horse-play,’” were given
to either impress you with the ritual or teach you a
lesson that will prove beneficial in later life.

Let us take a moment to examine some of these
events.

1. Crossing the Sands
In crossing the sands, you represented and imitated
the early Pilgrims, who had to cross the Sands of the
Desert to reach Mecca.

Well of Zem Zem
When Hagar and her outcast son, Ishmael, were
crossing the desert and were about to perish from thirst,
an angel revealed to them a **Well"" of pure water.
This today is known as the Well of Zem Zem, sacred
in the eyes of the Faithful, as they believe all who wash
in this water become cleansed of their sins.

Since we only want the pure and hardy in our Order,
we send you to the “*Well™" to be cleansed.

The Rough Road And Sands
The rough road and sands also were a test of your
courage and fortitude. You also are taught that nothing
worthwhile is accomplished without overcoming
obstacles and hardships.

Mock Trial And Hanging
This event was to impress upon you the purpose of
our Order—namely, to apprehend, try, and execute all
wrong doers.

When we searched and found that pocketbook. we
apprehended the culprit. The court scene exemplified
the trial, and the hanging, the execution.

The hanging also exemplified the signs used in our
Salutation to the Assistant Rabban. (Pulling up the rope
three times and pulling in the slack.)

7. Kissing the Black Stone

When Ishmael and his father, Abraham, built the
National Shrine near the place where the Tabernacle
of Clouds had been. an angel presented them with a
dazzling White Stone which they inserted in the wall
of the Temple. and each year the worshippers would
journey to Mecca to kiss this Stone. Today so many
have kissed the Stone that it has become black. and
is known as the Kaaba Stone or Black Stone of Casper.
Qur Ritual stipulates that you, in token of your sinceri-
ty, seal your obligations by kissing the Black Stone of
Casper.
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_ 8. Grand Salaam
This **Test’" was injected to instruct you on how to
salute the Potentate. The Salaam is the wav the Arab

pays homage to his Superior, or shows respect. as we
“*bow’’ or ‘‘raise our hats.”

SHRINE LECTURE ON INITIATION

Nobles, you have just completed your rugged trek
across the sands of the desert in search of the great
Moslem capital, Mecca, which unfolds in the
wilderness of the Arabian desert, halfway between
Yemen and Syria.

This city in which you now stand is the Holy City
of Islam. This city is so situated in the Desert of Arabia
that only by constant trials and tribulations—by pass-
ing through hazards, sandstorms, being beset by thieves
and experiencing other catastrophies and surving—
were you able to walk therein. It is as if Nature had
cooperated with the Moslem faith to guard the secrets
of this hallowed spot from the unsanctified.

THE ALTAR
In the heart of this city is the great Mosque, BAIT
ALLAH (House of God) (the Altar), whuch is situated,
according to Arab tradition, in the center of the world
and immediately beneath the throne of the Almighty.
Upon the BAIT ALLAH, Altar, are a Bible and
Koran.

The Koran is the unique history of our founder
Mohammed. The work is absoluteluy unique in its
origin and in its preservation, upon the authenticity of
which no one had ever been able to cast a serious
doubt. The Koran is the actual text as dictated by
Mohammed himself, day by day and month by month,
during his lifetime. It is the reflection of this master-
mind. sometimes inartistic and self-contradictory, more
often inspiring and lyrical, and always filled with great
ideas which stand out as a whole.

THE BLACK STONE

The Black Stone is really a number of fragments,
twelve, to be exact, united by dark cement and held
together by a silver band. The whole is oval and about
seven inches in diameter. What these stones or
fragments are made of no one seems ever to have
definitely established. Tradition asserts that the original
stone came from paradise and was handed by the Angel
Gabriel to Abraham and Ishmael when they were
building the Kaaba.

At the time it was snow white. Its present color is
the outcome of having been kissed by the millions who
yearly make the pilgrimage to Mecca. This, however,
does not clear up the question of its composition.

The obstacle to so doing is that the vast majority
of the men who go to Mecca accept the Black Stone
as a holy emblem and do not worry about its geological
history. Those travelers who have examined the stone
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with curiosity as well as reverence differ in their
opinions.

Some say that it is a chip of rock from the Abu
Kobeis hills to the east of Mecca. Some say that it is
a meteorite (a body. usually composed of iron, which
has fallen upon the earth from outer space.) Others in-
sist that it is of volcanic origin. None of this is of any
real importance. in spite of the controversies which the
subject has given rise to on various occasions.
Whatever it is made of, the stone has been there for
a long time.

Mazimus Tyrius, writing in the second century after
Christ, tells of Arabians praying to a God which they
represent as a rectangular building in which there is
a Black Stone. Some of you may ask, **Why do we
use the Black Stone, and why is it so sacred to us?"’
In ancient times the sacred Stone held a place of great
honor. The Black Rock of Mecca is still an object of
Mohammedan veneration.

Stones have their own characteristics. If the Stone
was a big one, it impressed people by its massiveness.
Perhaps it had some peculiar shape, looked like a man
or a superman. If it was a litle one, it could be carried
in the pocket or set up on the tent. Little or big, it was
solid. substantial; it did not change like a bush or a
stream, and man had not made it. It was part of a crea-
tion, as it came fresh from the hand of God. And
because this Black Stone was a present from Heaven.
it has been revered by Shrinedom to this day.

Christ said to Peter, *‘Upon this rock I build my
church.’’ This allegorical statement was similar to our
symbolic Masonry of today. Christ was impressed by
the sincere, loyal and reverent way in which Peter had
followed Him, so he likened to withstand the storms
of time.

We, as true Arabs, should stand firm in our convic-
tions that coming generations will have faith in us and
build their tomorrow on our solid foundation of frater-
nal stability.

MECCA
Mecca, the City of Mohammed is known as the
capital of Shrinedom. Mohammed chose this city as
its capital because it was where the BENU KINANA
had formed a settlement around the Kaaba, the sanc-
tuary of a number of confederate tribes belonging to
the district.

The feast annually observed in the days before the
full moon of the month DHUL-HIJJA at Mecca
presented strong attractions for all inhabitants in the
vicinity round about.
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Thus Mecca grew into a great meeting place. The
sanctuary and the Feast of Mecca caused it to grow
into a great meeting place. Mecca unfolds in the
wilderness of the Arabian desert, halfway between
Yeman and Syria. in a land wasted by winds and
secular rains, a savage valley enclosed between two
sharp and arid chains of rock mountains, making its
position so secluded that not until the pilgrims are look-
ing down into its streets do they know that they have
arrived at the sacred city.

Long before Mohammed, Mecca was considered a
sacred city because of the holy sanctuary in its center.

KAABA

In the middle of the court stands the Kaaba. The
Kaaba is a windowless, cube-shaped. flat-roofed
building made of grey stone. forty feet high. Envelop-
ing it is a huge black brocade cover. like a tea cozy,
on which verses from the Koran are embroidered in
gold. Every year the cover, which is called KESOUA,
is renewed. The Kaaba is the focal point of Islam
toward which Moslems all over the world turn five
times a day fo pray. The Kaaba has been an object of
worship since the dawn of history; Arab legends sug-
gest that the first Kaaba dates back to Adam. This one
was destroyed by the Deluge, and another was rebuilt
by Abraham and Ishmael. After that it fell into the
hands of idolators who built other editions, until
Mohammed came and restored its ancient dedication
1o one God.

THE WELL OF ZEM ZEM

Seven smaller buildings are disposed around the
Kaaba. The most important contains the Well of Zem
Zem. This is where Hagar. when she was expelled
from the tents of Abraham through the instigation of
Sarah, decided to die. Wandering over the desert, she
had reached the stony valley of Mecca. Her provisions
had given out; her gourd was empty. Frenziedly, she
ran to and fro, looking for water. Then, nearly dead
from thirst, she flung herself on the parched ground
and pushed her baby under a thorny acacia.

“Let me not see the death of my child.” she cried,
as she covered her head with her mantle. But, before
what seemed inevitable happened. an angel appeared
and showed Hagar that she was within walking distance
of a well. Hagar could no longer walk, but she crawl-
ed over to the water. which saved her and Ishmael’s
lives. This Zem Zem is the same identical well, so call-
ed because of the bubbling sound it made when Hagar
found it. If we are to believe the Book of Genesis, it
1s probably one of the oldest existing wells of the
world.
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As you journeyed from the main-land to the gates
of Mecca, you were forced to cross the sands of the
desert which was emblematical of the rough roads of
life over which everyone must tread.

Your way of life will not be smooth or clear always
but rather hard, rough and rugged. The sandstorms of
confusion may at times hide your pathway; the sands
and scorching sun will cause you to be wearied in
well-doing.

Thus, we are taught that only those who have the
indisputable and necessary appreciation for the tenents
of the Order, those persons who can exercise the car-
dinal principles of Justice. Prudence, Morality and
Secrecy will be able to rest at the Temple of Mecca
and drink from the Well of Zem Zem.

One must always bear in mind that Shrinedom, in
its original concept, had as its purpose the great task
of lending refinement, culture, education and spiritual
and moral integrity to those who practiced its principles
and cherished its refined qualities; hence our whole
ritualistic system is based upon these Lindly attributes
together with an unflinching faith in Allah.

Those of you who have lived a loose, wild, and
careless life take heed to the lesson taught you today.

You are required to give the sign of taking in the
slack because it alludes to a part of the obligation: this
is to remind you to draw in the slack places in your
lives, release the loose ends, and start anew as one who
is now a member of the Nobility in the courtyard of
Allah.

And, as you go forth as Nobles of the Mystic Shrine,
carrying the colors of red, which word denotes chari-
ty to all mankind and more especially to the household
of the faithful: combined with with green. which
denotes everlasting life, something that is forever
growing in wisdom, strength and beauty: be true to
your trust, faithful to the cause and active in the uplift
of mankind that Allah may delight to extend His bless-
ings upon you and yours forevermore.

Allah Be Praised.

NOBLE H. Z. PLUMMER. No. 12
Imperial Lecturer

SIGN OF SECRECY
(Place back of right hand to the lips, extending hand-
forward with palm up. then drop hand to side) and say.
“1 swear.”




CLOSING

Illustrious Potentate—Nobles, I am about to
close this Temple. Noble Captain of the Guard,
(Captain of the Guard arises and salutes.) when
our work has ceased in the Temple, what is your
duty?

Captain of the Guard—To see that the Outer

Guard stands instructed, and our sacred Temple
is duly guarded.

Ilustrious Potentate—Attend to that part of
your duty and inform the Outer Guard that we
are about to close Temple, and order
him tc permit no interruption while we are thus
engaged.

(Captain of the Guard instructs the Outer
Guard, through the wicket, then gives the usual
raps, which are replied to by the Outer Guard.)

Captain of the Guard—Illustrious Potentate,
our sacred Temple is duly guarded; the Outer
Guard has your command.

Illustrious Potentate—By whom are we guard-
ed, Noble Captain of the Guard?

Captain of the Guard—By a Noble of this de-
gree, and a trusted officer, without, armed with a
three-edged sword, the proper implement of his
office, vigilantly assisted by the Captain of the

Guard within.

Illustrious Potentate—Knowing we are under
double guard, we will proceed to close. Noble
Chief Rabban, what is the hour?

Chief Rabban—Illustrious Potentate, the night
draws near, and it is time to rest. Even so ap-
proaches with the same rapid step, the night of
death and the hour of judgment.

Illustrious Potentate—Noble Assistant Rabban,
does any work of charity or benevolence remain
undone that is within our powers to do?

Assistant Rabban—Illustrious Potentate, none.

Ilustrious Potentate — Noble Chief Rabban,
what remains to be done?

Chief Rabban—Illustrious Potentate, our duty
everywhere; our duty always; evil and wrong
never.

lustrious Potentate—Even so wrong and error
reign over all the world, and only here and there

truth and the right are victors. Chief Rabban, are
you a Noble of the Mystic Shrine?

Chief Rabban—I was a Son of the Desert.
[llustrious Potentate—Then you are a Noble?
Chief Rabban—I sought protection under the
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dome of the Temple.
Illustrious Potentate—What induced you to be-
come a Noble of the Mystic Shrine?

Chief Rabban—That [ might worship the true
God, respect virtue, protect the innocent, assist
the distressed, and promote the inculcation of

honor.

Illustrious Potentate—How gained you admis-
sion to the Temple?

Chief Rabban—I sought the commendation of
a Noble, who recommended me to the Temple.
My character having been canvassed and coming
within the bounds of good report, being worthy,
and not of treacherous or ignoble purpose, I es-
poused the cause of the Mystic Shrine, and my
reception was sanctioned with the secret pass.

Illustrious Potentate — What are the cardinal
principles of the Mystic Shrine?

Chief Rabban — Justice, prudence, fortitude,
morality and secrecy. They are priceless when
well observed, and are attributes which cannot
he bought with paltry, sordid gold.

Illustrious Potentate—What binds you to our
Noble Order?

Chief Rabban—My sacred obligation.

Illustrious Potentate — Having assumed the sac-
red obligations of the Order, what did you do to
make them more binding?

Chief Rabban — 1 was conducted to the
purifying cavern, the Fountain of Mecca, where
I washed my hands in innocency, thereby cleans-
ing myself of all the snares of sin and vice that
may have surrounded me; and in token of the sin-
cerity of my intentions I sealed the same by kiss-
ing the Black Stone of Casper.

Illustrious Potentate—It is well. Let us unite
in singing our closing ode. (***)
No more hot sands for us to tread,
Our journey is ended now;
Before the grandest Potentate,
We shall forever bow.

Repeat:
We shall forever bow,
Before the grandest Potentate,
We shall forever bow.

(All arise and form a circle, the Illustrious Po-
tentate and the two Rabbans inside of the circle
and in their proper relative positions, the High
Pgiest and Prophet at the west of the Altar, in-
side.)

(Signs are given, led by the Illustrious Poten-
tate.)
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Illustrious Potentate—Noble Oriental Guide,
secure the Holy Bible and Koran.

(The High Priest and Prophet then raises his
hand and says:)

Our Father, who art in heaven, in whom we
trust, and move and have our being; Oh, Thou

who willest that man should enjoy all the benefits
which Thy munificence holds out to him, deign
to receive our prayers and to shed upon the No-
bles of this Order Thy precious gifts. And now
that we are about to quit this sacred retreat and
mix again with the world, help us to serve Thee
faithfully, devoting to Thee our hearts, obeying
Thee in all things, remaining true to one another.
Receive our thanks and gratitude for Thy favors
and continue Thy goodness unto us now and for-
evér. Amen.

All — So mote it be. Amen. Amen. Amen.

(Tllustrious Potentate and Rabbans return to
their stations, others remain standing about the
altar.)

Illustrious Potentate—**—*

Chief Rabban—**—*

Assfstant Rabban—**—*

Illustrious Potentate—Go in peace, and may
God and all the angels guard us in all the walks
of life. But before we part, let us swear not to
reveal any of this day’s transactions that should
not be known.

All — I swear. (At same time giving sign of
secrecy.)

Illustrious Potentate — By virtue of the au-
thority on me conferred, I now declare this............
Temple, No. ........ of the Ancient Egyptian Arabic
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of North and
South America and Jurisdictions, Inc., closed.
Noble Captain of the Guard, you will inform the
Outer Guard.

Captain of the Guatd — The Outer Guard
stands instructed.

Illustrious Potentate gives one (*) rap.

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ARABIC ORDER
NOBLES MYSTIC SHRINE OF NORTH
AND SOUTH AMERICA AND
JURISDICTION, INC.

"JUBILEE DAY SERVICE”
Foreword

Jubilee Day Service is held on the Sunday near-
est the third day of June of each year. This is a
public ceremony and should be the principal Pub-
lic Relations project of the Temple. Preparation
for the ceremony should be made with the utmést
care and the Illustrious Potentate should put forth
every effort to make a good impression updn the
persohs who attend.

The work should be done by the officers of the
Temple BUT the Illustrious Potentate should or-
ganize at least three tearhs and should have reg-
ular rehearsals so that they all may be proficient
in the work and the best and most qualified of the
teamns should do the work, always remembering
that this is a public ceremony and thé Temple
should put its best before the public.

The Public Relations Department of tle Temple
should commence work of this project as soon as
appointed. Clubs and other groups should be in-
vited to attend the cetemony and every effort
made to insute a good attendance.

It is suggested that the Illustrious Potentate
should appoint a Hospitality Committee whose
duty should be to welcome all non-Nobles who
attend any Shrine affair and particularly this
service. It is suggested that our Daughters be
requested to participate in the social functions
connected with thid service.

At the close of the Jubilee services, a reception
should be arranged at the church for those who
attend and light refreshments be served. At this
reception the Nobility should make every effort to
interest non-Nobles in the Shrine.

Revised by the Program Committee,

Sub-Committee on Revision:
James Jackson, Sr.  W. Avery Jones

David Muckle
Approved by the Impetial Council
at its 64th Annual Session
Booker T. Alexander, No. 18,
Imperial Recorder

Thomas F, Poag, No. 170,
Imperial Potentate
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ORDER OF SERVICE

(INlustrious Potentate)
three candles

(Asst. Rabban) (Table)
(High Priest & Prophet)

DAUGHTERS NOBLES
PUBLIC PUBLIC

The Daughters and Public are in their seats.

The Nobility march into the Church, led by the
Outer Guard and the Captain of the Guard. The
Officers of the Temple last. (Seats are reserved for
the officers not taking part in the ceremony on
the first row.) The Illustrious Potentate, Chief
and Assistant Rabban, High Priest and Prophet
take their stations, as outlined above. (The No-
bility remains standing). The High Priest and
Prophet then lights the candles and the ceremony
begins.

(Chief Rabban)

Nobles sing first verse of “God of Our Fathers”

God of our Fathers, whose almighty hand
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band

Of shining worlds in splendor thru the skies
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise.

I1l. Potentate— (Raps gavel *) Nobles are seated,
(officers remain standing).

High Priest and Prophet—Reads Scripture lesson.

Psalm 75

1. Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto
thee de we give thanks: for that thy name is near
thy wondrous works declare.

2. When I shall receive the congregation I will
judge uprightly.

3. The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are
dissolved: I bear up the pillars of it. Selah.

4. I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly: and
to the wicked, Lift not up the horn:

5. Lift not up your horn on high: speak not
with a stiff neck.

6. For promotion cometh neither from the east,
nor from the west, nor from the south.

7. But God is the judge: he putteth down one,
and setteth up another.

8. For the hand of the LORD there is a cup,
and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and he
poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all
the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and
drink them.

9. But I will declare forever; I will sing praises
to the God of Jacob.
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10. All the horns of the wicked also will I cut
off; but the horns of the righteous shall be exalted,
after which he says, “Nobles let us bow our heads
in this our Thanksgiving Prayer."

Ill. Potentate (Raps gavel ***) and gives follow-
ing prayer:

Pra yer

To the God of our Fathers, who has led these
Sons of the Desert, over the burning sands of
many a toilsome journey on this our earth pilgrim-
age. We bow in humble submission to Thy Will
and give thanks for Thy guidance and protection
that brings us to the house of God to give praise
unto Thee.

On this our “Jubilee Day,” we publicly gather
at Thy Altars, to praise Thee for the victory
which Thou didst give after many years of toil
and struggle. It is in keeping with the spirit of
gratitude, that we now bow our heads, to Thee, as
our Great Creator, who giveth all good things, and
thank Thee for those to whom Thou didst give the
i’«xbiilitj.-' to plead our cause in the Courts of the
and.

May our gathering today, truly return us unto
the Land of Thy Promises. May Thy blessings to
others and to us fill our hearts with gratitude and
draw us closer to Thee. May the principles of the
Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles Mystic
Shrine, spread to all mankind and may man, in
his search for peace and comfort, find rest in the
principles of right, truth and justice—found alone
in Thee, our God. Hear our prayer we beseech
Thee. Amen.

(All Nobles repeat — So mote it be, Amen,
Amen, Amen.)

Nobles sing second verse of “God of Our Fathers.”

Thy love divine hath led us in the past,

In this free land by Thee our lot is cast:

Be Thou our Ruler, Guardian, Guide and Stay,
Thy word our law, Thy paths our chosen way.

Ill. Potentate— (Raps gavel *) Nobles be seated.
Officers remain standing.

I1l. Potentate — Noble Chief Rabban — What are
the colors emblematic of the Ancient Egyp-
tian Arabic Order Nobles Mystic Shrine?

Chief Rabban (answers)

The colors are red, yellow and green, 1ll. Poten-
tate.

I1l. Potentate (says)

Noble Chief Rabban, tell us the meaning of the
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red used in our banner, and why we have picked
a red candle, whose rays now brighten our Jubilee.

Chief Rabban (answers)

The red of our banner symbolizes the Courage
of the Sons of God as they faced the dangers of
the burning sands of the desert, and was exempli-
fied by the leaders of our Order who with a strong
faith in God when forces of evil would have denied
to us the blessings of life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness, fought on until victory was ours.

I11. Potentate (says)
Noble Asgistant Rabban, tell the meaning of
the yellow in our banner, and why we have picked

a yellow candle, whose rays now brighten our
Jubilee.

(Assistant Rabban answers)

The yellow of our banner symbolizes the wealth
of the Cold and the warmth and light of the Sun,
that is a comfort and blessing to the Sons of the
Desert, as well 3s a curse to those who in journey-
ing through life forget to follow the teaching of
their God. It illustrates the wealth of knowledge
possessed by our leaders as they presented our
cause before the Supreme Court of our land,
and whose decision based upon the acknowledged
rights of a liberty loving people, warms oyr hearts
and sends its rays into every nook and corner of
our Imperial Domain.

I1l. Potentate (says)

Noble High Priest and Prophet, tell us the
meaning of the green in our banner, and why we
have picked a green candle, whose rays now
brighten our Jubilee.

High Priest and Prophet (answers)

Green, a mixture of yellow and blue, combines
the warmth and light of the Sun with the truth
of the ages, symbolized by the blue of the heavens.
It is suggestive of the rest, peace and plenty of the
Green Pastures, which oyr Father in Heaven has
provided for us, beside the still waters; and recalls
to our memory the meaning of the message of our
Saviour “The Prince of Peace.”

I1l. Potentate— (Raps gavel ***) Nobles rise and
sing third verse of “God of Our Fathers.”

From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence,
Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense;
Thy true religion in our hearts increase,
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.
I1l. Potentate— (Raps gavel *) seats Nobility. Offi-
cers remain standing.

Ill. Potentate (says)
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We are assembled today to commemorate one of
the most important events in the history of the
Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles Mystic
Shrine, for on the third day of June 1929 the Su-
preme Court of our land, decided that we were in
truth Shriners and entitled to continue our activ-
ities as such. This is a fit and proper thing for us
to do, for we should ever be mindful of the trials
and tribulations we have endured and the good-
ness and mercy of God in protecting and preserv-
ing us. Let us ever be grateful to the LORD of
heaven and earth for his many kindnesses to us.

Ill. Potentate (says)

Noble Chief Rabban, who were those who ques-
tioned our right to work and act as Shriners?

Chief Rabban (answers)

In August, 1914 | there were those in the
land who because ot the difference of race, ques-
tioned our right to be known as Shriners and
sought to deprive us of the privilege of practicing
our ancient mysteries, to accomplish this purpose,
they brought suit against us in the Courts of
Texas and the Courts of Texas issued orders,
which if allowed to stand, would have destroyed
us.

I1l. Potentate (says)

Noble Assistant Rabban, were these orders al-
lowed to stand?

Assistant Rabban (answers)

No, in the four corners of the nation, the Nobil-
ity girded themselves for battle and the Ancient
Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles Mystic Shrine, en-
tered the fray, and God raised up great men
amongst us, Noble Ceasar R. Blake, who as Im-
perial Potentate went up and down the land urg-
ing the Nobility to battle; Nobles James E. White,
the leader of a group of legal advisors, who
planned and fought our battles in the Courts and
Charles D. Freeman, the revered treasurer of our
order and all those Nobles who gave unstintingly
of their money to finance our fight for survival till
at last we laid our cause in the hands of the
Supreme Court of our land, confident that justice
would triumph.

I1l. Potentate (says)

And justice did prevail, for on the third day of
June 1929, after fifteen long years of litigation,
the Supreme Court of our land, Mr. Justice Van
Devanter speaking, affirmed and confirmed our
right to work and act as Shriners. Truly this is a
time for jubilation, for consecration and rededica-
tion to the high principles of our Order, so let us
shake off our indolence, examine our past deeds,
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quit our sins and commence a happy change. At

such times, let us think of Robert D. Ruffin and

Magnus Robinson, Dabney Smith and Isaac L. W.

Holland, C. A. Knox and all those old Nobles who

met in Philadelphia in 1900 to reorganize the ‘

Mysti‘c. Si'n'ir?e. A‘nd I know that their prayers and UPrLa I"l: utg
supplications for our preservation and progress .

are laid at the foot of the throne of grace. Let us

think of all the Nobles through all the years, who

have planned and worked to build a greater Mys-

tic Shrine and I know that if we, the{r(l';leirs, have Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order
courage and persevere, success will Crown our : -

efforts and the Mystic Shrine will go onward to Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of N. & S. A.
accomplisn its destiny in the world, fraternity and Jurisdiction, Inc.

and benevolence.

I1l. Potentate (Raps gavel ***) and says, Nobles
what remains to be done?
To be Used at All Funeral Ceremonies

All Nobles in unison, (suitable music be played)

To keep unsullied our rich heritage of the past,
to hand down to posterity the fruits of a period
dedicated to a greater participation on the part of
the Negro, and all other groups, in the benefits of
the American Way of Life.

Ill. Potentate (Raps gavel ***) and says

Nobles, Daughters, sisters and brothers, ladies
and gentlemen, may I present the speaker of the
day, etc., ete.

After speaker finishes the Illustrious Potentate
introduces the Grand Master, if present, and the
heads of all appendant bodies.

The Illustrious Potentate then invites all pres-
ent to attend the reception. ] FAMILY

The minister of the Church, if present, closes
the meeting.

Committee on Revision

James Jackson, Sr., No. 13
W. Avery Jones, No. 170
David Muckle, No. 12

CHURCH CORRIDOR

1. Potentate form Crescent, when 10. Dotted line indicates
1. Chief Rabban spare permits, in two Potentate leading Nohles
. Assistant Rabban lines; otherwiwe, siand once around _Chureh.
. High Prest and Prophet at seats during cere- All singing shrine ade,
. Recorder mony. and opon returming to
. Oriental Goide % Marshal Coffin give the Grand
7. Crescent— Al Nobles 5. Assistant Marshal Salaam, as they pass

Officers Face Public
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INSTRUCTIONS
SHRINE SERVICES FOR A DECEASED NOBLE
ARE TRADITIONALLY EXEMPLIFIED AT 11
O'CLOCK P.M., THE EVENING PRECEDING AC-
TUAL BURIAL.

The necessary equipment is as follows:
3 candle holding candelabra

3 colored candles (red, yellow, green)
A gong

The Nobles, having assembled in an ante room or
basement where services are to be held, will at the
proper time procced to march into the area, and take
their seats. (Which should be arranged for them in
advance.)

At the appointed time, the Marshal and his Assistant
will escort the Illustrious Potentate and Officers to their
places at the Coffin (as illustrated in diagram), then
return to where the Nobles are seated, and say: “Order,
Nobles.”

All Nobles will arise and follow to the front of the
area, and there form a Crescent, in two lines.

If space will not permit this, then the Nobles will
arise when ordered by the Marshal and remain standing
in their places until such time as the Illustrious Poten-
tate leads the procession once around the area (which
will be at the close of the ceremony), when they will
fall in line, as directed.

The Marshals, having placed all Nobles, will take
their places at the head of the Crescent. (See diagram.)

The Illustrious Potentate, seeing all in readiness, nods
assent to the Oriental Guide, who then proceeds to
sound the gong three times when the ceremonies start,
and leach Officer delivers his part, as specified in the
ritual.

At the conclusion of the short prayer by the High
Priest and Prophet, the Illustrious Potentate says: “Or-
der Nobles, assist me in paying the last tribute of respect
to this departed Son o? the Desert.” The Illustrious
Potentate starts the singing of the closing portion of the
Shrine Ode. turns to his left, and all Officers follow,
according to rank of office, after which the Nobles will
follow, starting from the left also, and march once
around the area. Upon arriving at the Coffin, each
Noble will face the Coffin and give the Grand Salaam,
and then proceeds to his seat. (All continue singing
until all have resumed their seats.)

When the Illustrious Potentate calls upon the Re-
corder to present the record (during the ceremony), the
following resolution may be used, filling in the spaces
for the deccased Noble:

Candelabra with three colored candles (red, yellow,
green), carried by High Priest and Prophet, should be
lighted before leaving ante room.
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RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Grim Reaper—*“Death”—that solemn
visitor, has invaded our ranks and taken from this lifc

-

onc.of Ol;r most beloved Nobles, az:zd

Whereas, we accept this as an act of His Omni-
potence, who doeth all things well, and

Whereas, the outstanding character of the deceased,
his manifold acts of benevolence and charity, will serve
as a monument to posterity, as well as a constant re-
minder to the Nobility, the frailtics of mortal man, and

Whereas, we are agrecably sure that because of this
honorable record, while here in flesh and blood, that he
will merit and be accorded a final resting place in that
Celestial Sphere where Allah rules as Supreme Poten-
tate, undaunted;

Thercfore, Be it Resolved, That we the Nobles of

L]

et et 0 i e o SRemBlorNOMBeOr w0,
extene. our heartfelt sympathy, and that of the Imperial
Council of the Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles
Mystic Shrine, to the family and relatives, and friends
in this hour of bereavement, when the Black Camel
comes to take his toll. We pray the rich blessings of
Allah upon those left, who sustained this irreparable
loss.

Be It Further Resolved, That as the body of our
brother Noble returns to Mother Earth, from whence it
came, that the radiance of the Star in the East, and the
splendor of the Crescent guide his soul to the City of
Mecca, that Holy City, and there let the Angels dwell
with and have compassion upon him, that he may
slumber on in eternal peace and quiet.

“Swcetly may he rest!”
Alhamdu Lelahi.

* Fill in nam= of Noble
* Fill in Temple name and number.

RITUAL
Gone Torr—000.
llustrious Potentate—Job: 19-26: “And though after

my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall
I see God.”

Gone Torr—00.

Chief Rabban—]ob: 14, 11-14: “As the waters fail
from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up;
so man licth down, and riscth not; till the heavens ge
no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of
their sleep.”

Gone Torr—0.




Assistant Rabban—“Oh, that thou wouldest hide me
in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until
thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set
time, and remember me!”

Gong Torr—000.

Ilustrious Potentate—

“If a man die, shall he live again?
All the days of my appointed time, will I wait,
*Till my change come.
Thou shalt call, and 1 will answer thee.”

Gong Torr—000,

Ilustrious Potentate—"1 admonish you, fellow No-
bles, that it is appointed to all men once to die, and
after death cometh the resurrection. The dust shall
return to the earth and the spirit unto Allah, who gave
it.

In the grave all men are equal; the good deeds, the
lofty thoughts, the heroic sacrifices, made crossing the
sandy desert of life, alone will survive and bear fruit in
the lives of those who strive to emulate them. Let us,
therefore, always remember that the great objects of our
association as Shriners are the restraint of improper
desires and passions. :he cultivation of an active bene-
volence, and the promotion of a correct knowledge of
the duties we owe to Allah, our neighbor, and our-
selves.”

Gone Torr—00,

_~7Chief Rabban—'‘Remember now thy Creator, in the

Zys of thy Youth, while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no
pleasure in them.”

Gong Torr—O0.

Assistant Rabban—"The preparation of the heart in
man, and the answer of the tongue is from the Lord.
All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but
the Lord weigheth the spirit.”

Gone Torr—00.

7 Chief Rabban—*“Man that is born of woman is of a
few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a
flower, and is cut down. He fleeth also as a shadow,
and continueth not. Man dieth and wasteth away; yea,
man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?”

Gonec Torr—0000.

High Priest and Prophet—“Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth
in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and,
in His law docth he meditate day and night.”

Gong Torr—00000.
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> ALL NOBLES—"It was Jesus who said, ‘It is written
that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Allah’.”

Gong TorLr—000.

Hlustrious Potentate—"Noble Recorder, present the
record.” *

® [Illustrious Recorder—(Reads resolution, as on page

51)
Gong Torr—000.

Hlustrious Potentate—"Noble Recorder, what are the

appropriate colors of the Order of the Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine?”

Hlustrious Recorder—The colors are Red, Yellow,
and Green. The High Priest and Prophet will present
and explain their symbolical significance.”

Gone Torr—0000.

High Priest and Prophet—“The red candle represent
Youth and Manhood, with Vigor and Slrength? iisals;
symbolizes the red current that flowed [rom the heart of
Allah into the veins of man, created H:; image, in the
morning of the world, and is the same that courseth
through the veins of man today. And this crimson
stream will flow through our arteries and the veins of
our children and our children’s children 'til—

The stars grow old; the sun grows cold, and the
leaves of the Judgment Book unfold;

Until then, giving mankind a chance to be redecmed,
through the blood of Jesus Christ, who spilled it freely
on Calvary's Cross for man’s redemption.”

Gone Torr—000.

Hlustrious Potentate—"“What does the yellow candle
signify?”

High Priest and Prophet—"The yellow candle repre-
sents old age. The signs of Vigor and Strength are no
longer seen. Like [rost-bitten leaves of Autumn, chanaed
into a ycllow hue, ready to fall because of age.”

Gone Tor—000.

Hlustrious Potentate—“What does the green candle
signify?”

High Priest and Prophet—'The green candle significs
the undeviating faith of a Noble of the Mystic Shrine,
after having passed through the hot sands of the Desert
of Life. A life of immortality awaits him beyond the
grave.

Gone Torr—000.

Hlustrious Potentate—"“The three burning tapers also
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represent Youth, Manhood, and Old Age.

“The days of our years ~re three score and ten; and if
by reason of strength they be four score years, yet is
there strength, labour, and sorrow; for it is soon cut off,
and we fly away.”

Gong Torr—00000.

> ALL NOBLES — “Fear Allah, and keep His Com-
mandments; for this is the duty of man. Blessed are
the dead, who die in the Lord; Yea, sayeth the spirit,
they do rest from their labours, and their works do
follow them.”

Gong Torr—0000.
High Priest and Prophet—(A short prayer—below.)

“Father and Creator, who hast given us life and
being, aid us to perform the duties which Thy law and
our vows impose upon us. Thou hast vouchsafed to call
us Thy children, and doth graciously permit us to call
Thee Father. May Thy name be our glory and our
confidence, our defense and guard, our ornament and
strength, our dignity and the motive of obedience. May
it confirm and sustain us in our good resolutions, and
make us steadfast never to desert the post of duty. Let
our bodies be chaste, our thoughts pure, our words gen-
tle, our lives useful and innocent, to the honor and
commendation of Masonry and the Mystic Shrine. Make
us patient of the evils with which we may be afflicted,
lovers of the good which Thou commendest, haters of
all vice which Thou forbiddest, and satisfied with all
Thou sendest. Let us not be tempted with want, nor
made contemptible by beggary, nor wantonly proud by
riches, nor in love with anything in this world to the
disregard of duty. Look upon us with mercy; forgive our
imperfections, and accept with compassion the little
service we may be able to render to the cause of justice,
truth and common humanity. And to Thee be all glory
and honor, forever. Amen."”

Gong Torr—000.

1llustrious Potentate — “Order Noblfrs, assist me in
paying the last tribute of respect to this departed ‘Son

of the Desert’.

(All Nobles sing; Illustrious Potentate now Ieadg ?he
procession around the area, as in diagram, all giving
Grand Salaam as they pass Coffin; continue singing
until all are in their seats.)

SHRINE ODE REFRAIN

We shall forever bow,
(Tune: Auld Lang Syne) We shall forever bow,
No more hot sands for us to tread Before the grandest Potentate
Qur journey’s ended now; We shall forever bow.
Before the grandest Potentate, “Alhamdu Lelahi”
We shall forever bow. “Heyya Ala Alsalate.”

THE END

4

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS OF A
TEMPLE OF THE MYSTIC SHRINE

Adopted by the Imperial Council, A.E.A.O.

NOBLES OF THE MYSTIC SHRINE OF
NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA
AND JURISDICTIONS, INC,

December 12, 1900 at
Philadelphia, Pa.

The Temple being duly assembled, the install-
ing officer will appoint a Noble to act as Mar-
shal for the occasion. He will then direct the
Recorder to read a list of the names of the offi-
cers-elect, presenting themselves for installation.

(The Marshal will arrange in front of the Altar,
the several officers, commencing with the Illus-
trious Potentate, and the other officers in order
as their names are called; forming a line in the
rear of the Illustrious Potentate.)

Marshal—(To installing officer.)

llustrious Sir, I take pleasure in presenting to
you Noble ....................... for installation as Illus-
trious Potentate of this Temple. I find him
to be well qualified and skilled in all myster-
ies of the Order, and is zealous in diffusing the
sacred principles of our time-honored institution,
and one in whose integrity and fidelity the
Nobles of this Temple repose the highest confi-

- dence.

ADDRESS AND CHARGE TO THE
ILLUSTRIOUS POTENTATE

Illustrious Potentate — I take great pleasure
in receiving you as the presiding officer of this
Temple of the Mystic Shrine. It is a station high-
ly honorable to him who diligently and faithfully
performs his duties. Before investing you, how-
ever, with the emblem of your office as Illustri-
ous Potentate and conducting you to the throne
in the Orient, I must require your unequivocal as-
sent to the following interrogations:

I. Do you solemnly vow, upon your honor,
that you will exert your best endeavors to promote

the happiness of your brother Nobles of the Mys-
tic Shrine?

2. Will you endeavor to promote the general
good of the Order and preserve the secrets of our
ceremonies with profound respect and reverence?

3. That you will not acknowledge or have in-

tercourse with any Temple that does not work
under constitutional authority of this Imperial
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Council?

4. That you will ever maintain and support the
authority of this Imperial Council of the A.E.A.
O.NMS. of N. & S. A. and Jurisdictions, Inc.,
and enforce obedience to its statutes, edicts and
regulations?

5. Do you solemnly promise and swear before
the Nobles of this Temple, and appealing to
heaven for rectitude of your action, that you will
use your best endeavors to correct the wrongs, if
there be any, and purify the morals of your
brother Nobles and promote the peace and pros-
perity of your Temple?

6. That you will not suffer your Temple to be
opened unless there is a constitutional number of
Nobles present?

7. That you will not let anyone enter this
Temple unless he is properly clothed and is in
good standing and a member of a Temple hold-
ing its charter from the Imperial Council of the
Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles_of the
Mystic Shrine of North and South America and
Jurisdictions, Inc.?

8. That you will not acknowledge or hold
intercourse with any Temple that does not work
under a charter or dispensation from the Impen'ul
Council A EAONMS. of N. & S. A. and Juris-
dictions, Inc., (or from the Imperial Potentate) or
its deputies under its jurisdiction?

9. That you will not preside over this Temple
in a haughty and arbitrary manner, but will use
your best efforts to promote peace and good will
among the Nobles?

10. That you will faithfully observe and sup-
port the By-Laws of the Temple and the Constitu-
tion, Rules and Regulations of the Imperial Coun-
¢il of the Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of North and South
America and Jurisdictions, Inc., under which
this Temple holds its charter of authority?

11. That you will pay proper respect at all
times to the Imporial Potentate of the Imperial
Council and to its several Imperial Officers, and
endeavor to sustain them in the discharge of their
lawful duties?

12. Do you submit to all these requirements
and promise to observe and practice them faith-
fully and honestly?

Raise your right hand to God, and answer.

Illustrious Potentate-elect—I do swear, so help
me God.

The Marshal will then cause the Illustrious Po-
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tentate-elect to kneel at the altar. (The Temple
is called up. All will rise except the Potentate-
elect. Prayer by the High Priest and Prophet and
singing. During the singing, the Potentate-elect

_will stand at the altar.)

The installing officer addresses the Illustrious
Potentate as follows:

With entire confidence in the rectitude of your
intentions and in the integrity of your character
as a Noble of the Mystic Shrine, and now having
been elected to the distinguished position, the
highest in the gift of the Nobles, as Illustrious
Potentate of this Temple, you will now be in-
vested with your robe and the jewel of your
office. (This having been done) I now present
you with the Holy Bible and crossed scimitars.
The Holy Bible is that great light in every degree
of Free Masonry, and especially in the Order of
the Mystic Shrine. It is a lamp to our feet and
a4 light to our pathway. It will strengthen our
faith. It will inspire our hope and will lead us 10
noble deeds of charity to all mankind. I will also
commit to your charge the charter of this Temple,
by the authority of which this Temple is held.
You are to carefully preserve it and duly transmit
it to your successor in office,

I present you with a Constitution and General
Regulations of the Imperial Council of the Ancient
Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine of North and South America and Jurisdic-
tions, Inc. You will cause them to be read fre-
quently and faithfully and punctually obeyed.

I now place in your hand this gavel, the em-
blem of power and authority, one rap of which
will always command attention and respect, One
rap will also seat the Temple. Two raps calls up
the officers, and three raps calls up the Temple.

You will now be conducted to your station in the
cast.

(This being done, the installing officer ap-
proaches the east and says:)

[llustrious Noble, having been honored with the
frec suffrage of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
of this Temple and elevated to the highest office
within their gift, it becomes your special duty to
set them an example of punctuality, diligence, in-
dustry and fidelity, and to see that the rest of the
officers of this Temple perform their duty faith-
fully and that the interest and reputation of the
Temple is not endangered by imprudence or neg-
lect. The high and important trust committed to
your charge as Illustrious Potentate will call forth
at all times your best exertions and the exercise
of your best faculties. It will be your duty to re-




cite the sacred traditions and illustrate the moral
principles of this ancient order, to cherish the
worthy and hold in high esteem the ancient rules
and regulations of the Order. By doing so, you
will be cnabled to fulfill the important obliga-
tions and responsibilities resting upon you with
high honor to yourself and credit to the Temple
and fraternity at large. (Temple is called down.)

TO THE CHIEF RABBAN:

, the duty of the station to
which you have been elected as Chief Rabban of
this Temple is of such a nature as to require your
utmost skill and a complete knowledge of the
statutes and general regulations of the Imperial
Council, for, in the absence of the Illustrious Po-
tentate, you arc to enter upon his functions and
assume his responsibilities. You will now be con-
ductud to your station in the west.

TO THE ASSISTANT RABBAN:

Noble ..............., you have been elected to the
important office in the Temple of Assistant Rab-
ban. Your prompt attendance at the meetings of
this Temple is essentially necessary, and in the
absence of your two superior officers you will
occupy the chair and discharge the duties of that
important office. You will be conducted to your
station in the south.

(The Temple is called up and stands uncov-
ered.)

TO THE HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET:

Noble , to you has fallen the sacred
duty of the office of High Priest and Prophet of
this Temple. Your duties are of the highest im-
portance, and in your hands cannot fail to im-
press all with reverence, sincerity and solemnity.
May the Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth give
you strength and protect you. Your good incli-
nations will undoubtedly aid you in the perform-
ance of these solemn services which created beings
should constantly render to their great Creator,
and which when offered by one whose only pro-
fession it is to point to heaven and lead the way,
may, by refining our morals, strengthening our
virtues and purifying our minds, prepare us for
admission into the presence of our Supreme Grand
Master, where happiness will be as perfect as it is
endless. You will now be conducted to your sta-
tion on the right of the Illustrious Potentate in
the east.

(This being accomplished, the installing offi-
cer then commands—cover. The Temple is called
down.)
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TO THE ORIENTAL GUIDE:

Noble ............., the office of Oriental Guide,
to which you have been elected, is one of much
importance in this Temple in the discharge of the

“duties appertaining to its work. It will require
much study, so you will be able to familiarize
vourself with the duties of your office, You will
now be conducted to your station.

TO THE TREASURER:

Noble ..............., you have been elected to the
very important and responsible office in this
Temple of that of Treasurer. You will receive all
moneys from the hands of the Recorder, giving
him a receipt for the same, and will pay them out
only when the same has been agreed upon by the
Temple and the order signed by the Illustrious
Potentate and attested by the Recorder. The
qualities which should distinguish you are ac-
curacy and fidelity — accuracy in keeping a true
and fair accour: of the reccipts and disburse-
ments; fidelity in carefully preserving the funds
of the Temple and in rendering a just account of
the same. Your attachment to this ancient insti-
tution and your well-known reputation in this
community for honesty and integrity of character
are a sufficient guarantee to this Temple that your
duties will be faithfully performed. You will now
be conducted to your station.

TO THE RECORDER:

Noble ............, in sclecting you to discharge
the important duties of the office of Recorder, the
Nobles undoubtedly belicve that you possess all
those qualities that should distinguish you.
Promptitude, correctness, punctuality and integ-
rity are its four cardinal virtucs, and I cannot
doubt your resolves to discharge these functions
with benefit and advantage to the Order and to
reflect honor upon yourself. You will record the
proceedings of your Temple, and make returns to
the Imperial Council at the proper time; collect
all moneys that may be due the Temple, and pay
them over to the treasurer, taking a reccipt for
the same. The possession of these qualities has
designated you as a suitable person for the im-
portant office to which you have been elected, and
I entertain no doubt that you will discharge all
the duties incumbent upon you; and when you
shall have completed the records of your proba-
tion you may be admitted to that Temple above
and find your name recorded in the Book of Life.
You will now be conducted to your station.
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TO THE FIRST AND SECOND
CEREMONIAL MASTERS:

Nobles .............., you have just been elected
First and Second Ceremonial Masters of this
Temple. It is your duty to collect the general,
annual and secret pass words from all the Nobles
in and about the Temple at such times as you
may be directed, and perform all the other duties
that the Ritual of the Order requires. You will be
conducted to your stations in the west on the right
and left, respectively in front of the Chief Rabban.

TO THE MARSHAL:

Noble ............, you have been alapoinled
Marshal of this Temple. It is my privilege and
pleasure to present to you the emblem, badge or
symbol of your office, “The Baton.” It is your
duty to form all private or public processions of
the Order, and take charge of all parades or dem-
onstrations of a like nature, and to otherwise as-
sist the Illustrious Potentate as he may direct you.
You are to take an active part in all Shrine cere-
monials, assisting the Oriental Guide and his co-
horts, and also at the installation of officers of the
Temple. Study diligently, that you may become
familiar with the many duties o?your office, that
honor and glory may result from your efforts.
You will now observe your station, which is on
the extreme right of the Chief Rabban.

TO THE ORGANIST:

Noble ..............., you have been appointed Or-
ganist of this Temple. Let me remind you how
necessary it is that you should apply yourself
with all diligence to tﬁe office to which you have
been elected. You will now be conducted to your
station,

TO THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD:

Noble , having been appointed Cap-
tain of the Guard of this Temple, you will guard
well your post and allow none to enter or retire
only i;y permission of the Illustrious Potentate.

TO THE OUTER GUARD:

Noble ..............., you have been appointed as
Outer Guard of this Temple. I take pleasure in
presenting you with a sword, which is placed in
your hands to enable you to guard the entrance
to this Temple against all intruders and eaves-
droppers (hands him the sword). It should mor-
ally serve as a constant admonition to us to set a
guard at the entrance of all our thoughts and at
all times to be cautious when we speak. You will
allow none to pass in this Temple until they have
been reported to the Illustrious Potentate and his
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permission obtained. You will now be conducted
to your station.

TO ALL OTHER APPOINTED OFFICERS:

Noble ............., you have been appointed to
the office of ................ within this Terr?gl(::. I take
pleasure in presenting you to the membership and
admonish you to diligently assist the Illustrious
Potentate and officers of the Divan in the promo-
tion and propagation of the Shrine program. You
will make regular reports of your activity in writ-
ing and present same to the Recorder of the
Temple when so required. In the discharge of
your duties it is expected that you will seek out
qualified assistants when necessary in the con-
duct of your office in accordance with the Ancient
traditions of the Order. May the high and im-
portant trust committed unto you claim your
earnest attention and the institution ultimately
benefit by your profound loyalty and devotion.

Installing Officer — Illustrious Marshal, you
will proclaim the elected and appointed officers

of ............... Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine,
installed in due form.

Illustrious Marshal — By order of the Imperial
Council of the Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of North and South
America and Jurisdictions, Inc., I proclaim the
elected and appointed officers of ................ Temple,
installed in due form.

APPENDIX

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FEZ

When the pilgrimages to Mecca were interrupt
the Crusaders about A.D. 1096, the Mohammedaelsﬁwfs‘;
of the Nile journeyed to Fez (or Fas), in Morocco, as to
a Holy City. Among the flourishing manufacturers of
the city was a head covering called Tarbeesh, now known
as Fez, which was dyed scarlet. The students in the great
school at the city adopted it, and in that way it became
a mark of learning and gradually displaced other forms
of hats. It was carried in all directons by the caravans
and thus became the distinguished head-dress of the Mos-

lems in the Empire. To our Order i : .
: Ehata er it symbol ]
in Masonry and its teachings. DI ey ety

. EMBLEMS OF THE ORDER

e Crescent, Pyramid, Sphinx-head, Panther-bodi -
male Sphinx, the Urn, Sun, Moon and a;:arirare l:rng:g
the most common emblems of the Order. They are used

to decorate banners, draperies, tombs, regalia, co
: > 3 , costumes and
Temples of the Order of the Mystic Shriﬁe.

Cl d 5

aws point downward, esoteric reasons, setti f th
moon of the old faith at the moment of the I:I!Einog su1f|e
of the new faith in the brotherhood of all mankind. The

ﬁsg:triahln;:rih);&f‘ human ties of one blood, the children
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The secret knowledge symbolized by the Crescent has
always had its worshippers in all civi?izcd countries, and
remains yet the master key to all wisdom. Plato, when
asked the source of his knowledge, referred to Pythagoras,
who derived his instructions from the east. The mem-
bers of this Order imitating the humility of the wisest
of mankind, look to the east for light and find the em-
blem of a newborn light — The Crescent.

In Egypt, Osiris represented the Sun, and Isis the Moon.
In the Eastern countries moon-worship was as widely
disseminated as sun-worship. In Syria, Adonis repre-
sented the Sun and Ashtoroth, the Moon. The Greeks
adored her as Diana. The Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
retain her image in their mystic rites and emblems as a
token of the Queen of the Starry Host of Heaven, who
follows the King of the Day, shedding rays of light, which
give light and intelligence to the wioie world. Light is
the symbol of intelligence and through intelligence the
world is ruled and crime and degradation made unpopu-
lar as well as unprofitable.

The ancient oriental world looked upon the Sun,
Moon and Stars as heavenly bodies diffusing Light, Radi-
ance and Glory, not only in the physical world, but in
the realm of the spiritual, It is for this reason that these
bodies are so prominently symbolized in the ritualistic
work of freemasonry and all its branches or offsprings.

The two horns of the Crescent have been likened to the
extreme li-uits of the Mohammedan realm, which spreads
itself over India, Africa and Europe. The eastern horn
represents the Hellespont, and the western horn the Straits
of Gibraltar. The most treasured materials used in mak-
in% this emblem are the nails from the claws of the Ben-
ga

Tiger, joined at their bases by a gold settin which
includes the tips, and bears on one side the head of the
Sphinx, on the other, a Pyramid, Star and Urn, with the
date that the candidate was received into the Order and
the quotation, “Rubore et Furor" (Strength and Fury).

KORAN

Koran — The Arabian or Mohammedan Bible. Accord-
ing to Mohammed (the praised), the Koran was pre-
sented to him by the Angel Gabriel in a solitary cave
near the City of Mecca. In Mohammedan countries only
the Koran is used in Temples of the Order. The Koran
is opened in the Temple at “Chapter XXXVIII, (entitled)
S; revealed at Mecca in the name of the Most Merciful
God.”

In this and other Christian countries the Holy Bible is
wpened on the first chapter of the Book of Job in the
Temples of the Mystic Shrine.

DESTINY

Destiny, in the Order of the Mystic Shrine, is repre-
sented by the Sphinx and Pyramid. We see the rays of
light radiating from the Sphinx and Pyramid as a center,
each ray being numbered and having its appropriate
significance. No person can fail 10 have a clear concep-
vion of his powers, duties and privileges who has associ-
ated himself with the Order; his influence should be to
diffuse light and charity and ally himself with the powers
of goad.

A-y-an of The m-s.

I have T-the-a-Path.

y-d-a-n-then I presume?

I-h been-so-a-by all men of N.B.

Have y-T-any?

I have.

From where to what place have you T?

From T-W-T-T east over T. H. B. S. of T. D.

Where were you stopped at?

At the D. Pass.

What were you required to do?

I was required to contribute a f—d— of U—.

Why were you required to do this?

As a token of my renouncing the wiles and the evils of
g};&i :;rld, and b-granted permission to worship at the

At what Shrine did you worship?

At the Shrine of Islam in the Temple of . . .

Did you ride?

Yes, I rode a Elejmal mutell Bi'Laufila’l Menzil.
Then what did you do with your Elejmal?

[ tied him.

Where did you tie him?

[ tied him to AD.P.-where A-G and T-S8-S-do.

SHRINE ODE

“TRUE JOY SOUGHT
(Tune — Auld Lang Syne)

I—Joy is a fruit that will not grow
In nature's barren soil;
The Saviour calls for you and me,
In His vineyard to toil.

2—Like Shriners who the test have stood,
And proved their valour strong;
The Saviour wants your services now,
In labor, prayer and song.

3—Though sin and vice surround us here,
We must not be dismayed;
Bear bravely up the Nohle’s test,
In all that’s done or said.

4—From purilying cavern’s spring,
Let crystal waters flow;
Where we may wash in innocence,
As on our journey go.
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5_Great nerve and courage you must have,
To do Thy Master's will;
When trouble comes on every side,
He'll whisper peace, be still.

6—With joy we hail the sacred day,
When nearing to the dome;
With God, the greatest Potentate,
We'll worship at His throne.

7—No more hot sands for us to tread,
Our journey’s ended now;
Before the grandest Potentate,
We shall forever bow.

Repeat: We shall forever bow.

Before the grandest Potentate
We shall forever bow.

MOSLEM GREETINGS

|—Peace be with you.

2—With you be peace.

3—How is it with you?

4—All well, thank God.

5—Praise be to God.

6—God is most great.

7—I do testify that there is no Deity but God.

8—Come into prayer.
9—Come into salvation.

10—Morning Prayer.
®

MOSLEM GREETINGS

|—Aleikum Es Salaam

2—Es Salamu Aleikum

3—Kifa Haruka?

4—Kilum Allahamdu
5—Allhamdu Lelahi

f—Allahu Akbar

7—Ashadu an Ja Illaha Elli Allahu
8—Heyya ala Alsalate

9—Heyya ala Alfalah

10—Azah




RITUALISTIC CHANGES
approved and adopted by the Imperial Council 1959.

1- HAND SHAKE
The Shrine Hand-shake is always given with the
“LEFT' Hand. This includes the Grip given and
received by the OUTER GUARD, CAPTAIN OF THE
GUARD ; FIRST and SECOND CEREMONIAL MAST-
ERS, when they receive the PASS.

2 - SIGN GIVEN TO THE CHIEF RABBAN
Use THREE FINGERS, The first and Third Fingers
pointed at the EYES and the MIDDIE FINGER is
pointed at the FOREHEAD.

3 - RESTING the BACK at the ALTAR
LEFT HAND in small of BACK (Palm out), Right Hand
back of and supporting Head. (RARE BACK only
ONCE.)

4 - GRAND SALAAM
THIS SIGN is ONLY given to the IMPERIAL
POTENTATE and to the DEITY AT FUNERAL
SERVICES, at the close of the service, while singing the
closing ODE.

5 - IMPERIAL HONORS
THE IMPERIAL POTENTATE receives TWO GRAND
SALAAMS and the SIGN OF SALUTATION. AIL
OTHER IMPERIAL OFFICERS receive the SIGN of
SALUTATION ONLY.

6 - FEZZES
ALL FEZZES should be of VELOUR or FELT (Dark
Red or Scarlet) Top of Fez should be flat. NO Crease or
indentation. No DECORATIONS except TASSEL PIN.
Front of Fez has TEMPLE NAME , Number of Temple,
SHRINE EMBLEM (Cresent suspended from the
SCIMETER).

7 - NATIONAL FLAG

FLAG should be mounted and in a Stand to the RIGHT
of the ILLUSTRIOUS POTENTATE (facing the West).

A NOBLE DOES NOT REMOVE HIS FEZ when the
NATIONAL FLAG passes in a Parade, however, he will
exceute the RIGHT-HAND SALUTE. If armed with a
SCIMETER, he excutes ‘‘PRESENT.”
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