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A Treasure: Grand Lodge of

Minnesota Officers of 1858

All museum collections have trea-
sures. Each item has significance; a
memento of an event, a biographical
sketch, the recorded first-hand obser-
vances of a pioneer, the working tools
and accoutrements of the builders and
shapers of society, or the tangible
reminders of the forces which have
shaped the present and will continue
to shape the future. No monetary value
can be placed on these treasures. As a
part of our heritage, they have a value
beyond comprehension and their loss
is unredeemable.

One such treasure has recently
come into the keeping of the MMHSM
in the form of a framed composite pho-
tograph of the officers of the Grand
Lodge of Minnesota, taken in January
of 1858. Although the exposure of 142
years has marked its border, the clarity
of the images is as if each of these men
had posed for the camera just yester-
day. The details of their countenance,
their attire, and their emblems of rank
are clear as crystal. And, it is unques-
tionable from their demeanor that each
man has assumed his duties with pride
and dignity and great respect for the
fraternity that he serves.

Each of the men in the photograph
has assumed a position of leadership.
Not all are high-ranking on the social,
political, or economic ladder, but they
have been brought together in a single
brotherhood for a common purpose.
Their vocations range from legislator,
doctor, and clergyman to farmer, lum-
berman, and stoneworker. Yet, in the
year that Minnesota became a state,
these men continued to build the edifice
of Freemasonry, as those who founded
the territory built that territory to
become a state. Masonry in Minnesota
dates to territorial origins with the first
gathering of Masons to form Saint Paul
Lodge No. 3 in 1849. Along with Saint
John’s Lodge No. 1 and Cataract Lodge
No. 2, these three lodges formed the
Grand Lodge in 1853.

Recorded by the camera’s eye are:
1. A'T.C. Pierson [Grand Master],
2. D.B. Loomis [Deputy Gr Master],
3. Frank Mantor [Senior Gr Warden],
4. A.C. Smith [Junior Grand Warden],
5. J.H. Spear [Senior Grand Deacon],
6. ].S. Campbell [Junior Gr Deacon],
7. Geo. W. Prescott [Grand Secretary],
8. Emanuel Case [Grand Treasurer],
9. William H. Wolff [Sr Gr Steward],
10. William V. Athey [Jr Gr Steward],
L1.J. Penman [Grand Chaplain],
12. C.G. Wykoff [Gr Sword Bearer],

13. George Maxfield [Gr Standard Bearer],

14. Samuel E. Adams [Gr Marshal],
15. J.C.Whipple [Gr Pursuivant], and
16. A. Richardson [Grand Tyler].

[Biographical information begins on
page 8 and continues on page 5.]




GATHERING the FRAGMENTS of che Mt

Charlie’s Attic... or jumbled thoughts from high places

The end of one year and the begin-
ning of the next is a busy time for the
MMHSM. 1t is a time of assessment of
past projects and accomplishments, and
a time to plan for the future. Looking
back over the six years since the
MMHSM was formed, the organization
now boasts the support of 164 mem-
bers, 38 of which are life members or
benefactors. In addition, six organiza-
tions are members. We are hoping to
double this total in the coming year.

We are especially pleased with the
overwhelming success of The
Cornerstone. This quarterly newsletter
is produced entirely by volunteers
under the direction of board member
Bobbie Lampi. These volunteers have
dedicated countless hours to building
and promoting the MMHSM. The
Cornerstone will continue to be the pri-
mary means of communication both in
paper and World Wide Web formats. A
hearty Thank You! to MMHSM presi-
dent Rod Larson for putting the
MMHSM on the web. Our range and
audience will now be limitless and we
will no longer be a secret!

With the acquisition of six muse-
um-quality Plexiglas cases, the traveling
exhibit program will now be able to
reach any group or organization in the
state. Exhibits will be custom-designed
to respond to the theme that the host
group selects. In this way, the MMHSM
goal of “education through awareness”
will be given a priority in the coming
years. I cannot commend board mem-
bers Doug and Delores Vezner enough
for their tireless dedication to the
MMHSM and for making the traveling
exhibits program what it is today!

In November, I had the opportunity
to present a status report of the
MMHSM to the Grand Lodge
Corporate Board. The Board was very

impressed with the work of the
MMHSM and has pledged the support
of the Grand Lodge in promoting our
programs, and in assisting us on an
interim basis to meet our financial
obligations. The coming year will focus
a concerted emphasis on fundraising
and creation of an endowment fund.
Such a fund is indispensable if the
MMHSM is to continue to meet its
mission. This matter will be addressed
in the 2001 Annual Report and Plan.

The MMHSM is pleased to
announce that board member David
Nystuen has accepted the challenge of
chairing our collections committee.
David recently retired from the
Minnesota Historical Society, where he
served for nearly 30 years as Director
of Field Services, working intimately
with nearly 500 historical organizations
and museums statewide. As technical
advisor to the MMHSM, David was
instrumental in drafting our articles of
incorporation and operations policies.
David has been a close friend and col-
league for many years, and I know that
I speak for all of us in welcoming
David to active duty!

I hope that all of our readers will
join us in celebrating the beginning of
our seventh year at the MMHSM
Annual Meeting on February 25th,
2001. We have an excellent program
planned. This event is an opportunity for
our volunteers to share the results of the
previous year’s efforts with our mem-
bers and friends. It is also a perfect time
to view new collections and exhibits.
And you will not want to miss hearing
our eloquent speaker, Past Grand Master
Martin Weddington, present an overview
of Prince Hall Masonry in Minnesota.

Charles W. Nelson
Executive Director

MMHSM Exhibit in Museum Features

Royal Arch Masonry

The Minnesota Masonic Historical
Society and Museum announces the
debut of a new major exhibit, which
will open concurrent with the Annual
Meeting on February 25, 2001. The title
of the exhibit is “Capitular Masonry
Unveiled: The Pageantry of the Royal
Arch.” The exhibit will present the ritual
work of the Royal Arch Chapter in a
format that will allow the visitor to
experience the settings in which the
four Chapter degrees are conferred.

Upon introduction to the exhibit,
regalia of the various Chapter officers,
a sampling of several eras of ritual
books, and a variety of tokens and
paraphernalia will be presented. The
visitor then will move into a Lodge of
Mark Masters, the first of the Capitular
Degrees. Here the visitor will present
his “work” for inspection by the
Overseers of the Temple, attempt to
“collect his wages,” and search for the
lost keystone wrought by Hiram Abif.
After receiving his “wages” the visitor
will imagine the aged and frail King
Solomon being assisted into his
Oriental Chair in the Past Master
Degree. The clock will then turn back
to witness the elaborate ceremonies
surrounding the completion and conse-
cration of King Solomon’s Temple. In
the Most Excellent Master Degree, the
visitor will see the “lost *“ keystone set
into place, followed by the placement
of golden offerings and furnishings sur-
rounding the Ark of the Covenant in the

Sanctum Sanctorum. The final scene,
the Royal Arch Degree, will turn the
clock forward to allow the visitor to
accompany the Jewish captives as they
return from Babylon to Jerusalem to
assist in the rebuilding of the Temple
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzer. Here,
with the aid of the crow, pick, and
shovel, the visitor will at last unearth
from the ruins of the Temple a replica
of the Ark and discover within it the
treasures of the Craft.

The exhibit will be resplendent
with the pageantry of the Chapter, pre-
senting many selections from the col-
lection of period costumes held by the
MMHSM in the context in which they
are found in Masonic ritual work. This
exhibit is the first of its kind in which
the work of the Royal Arch Chapter is
presented to the public in Minnesota.
Don’t miss “Capitular Masonry
Unveiled: The Pageantry of the Royal
Arch.” It will only be on display at the
MMHSM for a short time.

RAM Exhibit Opening
Sunday, February 25, 2001

Group Tours of RAM Exhibit by Appointment
Call the Grand Lodge Office at (651) 222-6051

Real History is Real People Doing the Normal and Adding a Craftsman’s Touch

Meet Joseph Selzer—a world trav-
eler, a man of vision, a Fellow of the
Craft, a Past Grand Master, an ambas-
sador of Masonry and a living practi-
tioner of Ancient Craft Masonry, a part
of the silent and yet vibrant Masonic
History who has made a significant
contribution to Minnesota. Ask about
mid century to the present happenings,
about Minnesota Masonry, and one
answer would be Most Worshipful
Brother Joe Selzer.

In a series of MMHSM oral inter-
views, which have been transcribed for
review by interested parties, Brother
Selzer shares his life experiences
explaining the effect that Ancient Craft
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has had on his everyday choices and his
outlook. In his early years as a Mason,
Joe grew in his understanding and com-
mitment to the Craft and its teachings.
In his reflections, his wisdom and
insights are both profound and confirm-
ing. Profound in its energy and applica-
tion. Profound in its simplicity and
affect. Profound in its timelessness and
need for application. Confirming in its
directness of simplicity and effect.
Confirming in solution and commitment.
Confirming in the potentials existing
with a multitude of opportunity.

MWB Selzer makes several state-
ments that drive directly to the heart of
Masonry. These are his opinions that

have been built on a life time of experi-
ence in Masonry. MWB Selzer strongly
feels that Masons must first be men of
faith and that Masonic life cannot be
soundly built without faith.

Throughout the three interviews the
purpose of Masonry is discussed, allud-
ed to and frankly stated on several lev-
els. MWB Selzer expresses in much the
same words as another PGM Dwight
Smith: “The mere fact that men do not
comprehend its purpose does not mean
that Freemasonry has no purpose, nor
that its purpose is outmoded—it only
means that the stone (members) are not
being well-hewn and squared in the
quarries (lodges) where they were raised.”

Our history, the makers of our his-
tory, and Masonic witnesses of our his-
tory are alive and well. It is time that
the Craft take stock of this history and
gather our heritage. Are you ready to
act and become an active collector of
Masonry? We are looking for individu-
als who are willing to learn how to con-
duct oral interviews. Contact the
MMHSM or Jim Billig (320-253-2865)
to find out how to get involved in pre-
serving our Masonic Heritage and the
great gifts of truth that it holds for us
and for the world.

Jim Billig
Education Chair

Winter 2001

MINNESOTA MASONIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM

You and your friends are invited to the

Annual Meeting

of the

Minnesota Masonic
Historical Society & Museum

Sunday - February 25, 2001

St. Paul Masonic Center

200 East Plato Boulevard, St. Paul, MN

* ok ok Kk X

* Social Time & Museum Tour « 11:00 a.m.

Exhibits of vintage costumes and paraphernalia used in
Royal Arch Masonry Ritual Work will be on display in the museum

* Dinner « 12:30 p.m.
Dinner Cost: $10.00 per person

* Annual Meeting « 1:15 p.m.
* Entertainment - 1:45 p.m.

* Featured Speaker « 2:00 p.m.
MWB Martin Weddington will make an
enlightening presentation on Prince Hall Masonry

Please make your reservations by February 20.
If you need more information, call Delores Vezner, Secretary of MMHSM, at (952) 831-2436.

MMHSM Annual Meeting Dinner Reservation

The following people will be attending the Dinner at the MMHSM Annual Meeting

Enclosed is a check, payable to MMHSM, for the above dinners @ $10.00 each.

Send this form to: Delores Vezner, MMHSM; 200 East Plato Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55107

MMHSM invites you to join :'

The Minnesota Masonic Historical
Society and Museum is a non-profit
501 (c) (3) corporation dedicated to
collecting, exhibiting, and preserving a
variety of materials which illustrate the
history of Freemasonry in Minnesota.
People interested in supporting the
goals of MMHSM with a membership
are invited to do so by completing the
form. The membership year is January
to December renewable annually.

Membership is open to individuals
on annual, life, and benefactor levels.
There is also a separate category for
organization or group membership.

Winter 2001

Members are invited to attend meetings
of the MMHSM and will receive the
quarterly publication The Cornerstone.

Contributions to MMHSM are
tax-deductible and are welcomed!

If you or your group would like to
arrange a visit or tour of the MMHSM
museum, please contact the Grand
Lodge office at (651) 222-6051.

We hope you will want to support
the MMHSM with your membership;
please send your application to:

MMHSM

200 East Plato Blvd

St. Paul, MN 55107

I NAME

Minnesota Masonic Historical Society and Museum

Membership Application Form

ADDRESS
I CITY/STATE/ZIP

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:

Make check payable to MMHSM
Mail to MMHSM, 200 East Plato Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55107

One Year at $10: New

Life Membership at $150
Benefactor Membership (includes Life) at $500
Organizational or Group at $25 per year

Renewal

L s e e e e ————

3

The CORNERSTONE




What are the “concordant, antecedent, descendent, or
derivative organizations” in the MMHSM Mission Statement?

Lance Brockman, curator of the Theatre of the Fraternity Exhibit and head of
the U of M Theater Department, forwarded these three working drafts of the pan-
els used in the Theatre of the Fraternity Exhibit in 1996. On the list are the names
of organizations— all founded by 1900—that derive from or are related to

%ﬂncisnr, FrREE, AnND ACCEPTED

Masons 1717 * ANCiEnT AnD
> ACCEPTED ScoTTisH RIiTE OF
FREEIMASONRY 1754 * AmERIicAN
RiTE 1816 * RovarL ARCH 17583 AID
Knicerts TEmPLAR (UNiFORmMED)
1796 * AFRrRican "PrRinceg HarLL"
GRANMD LODGE 1808 ° QRDEI} OF
THE EASTERHN STAR 1850 * ANCIERNT
ARABIC ORDER OF IIOBLES OF THE
BHivsTiCc SHRINE 1871 » ANCienT
ARABIC ORDER OF IIOBLES OF THE
ImvysTic SHRIiNnE oF IITGRTH AND
SourHa AmERIicA (ITIEGRO®) 1893 ¢
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD

o>

W DAUGHTERS OF

S —

FELLows 1745 *» GRANRD UniTED
ORDER OF OpDp Frrrows (ITEGRO)
1843 ¢ PaTrRiARcHS INirivTanr
(UnirorRMED) 1887 * DAUGHTERS
©F REBEKAH (FEmALE) I851 =*
HousexHorLps ©oF RurtH (IIEGRrRGA/
FEMALE) 1856 * IMPERIAL ORDER
OoF MuscoVviTES ©1900 * KniGHTS
OF PYyTHiIiAS 1864 * KNnNiGHTS OF

AmERicA, EurRoPE, ASiA, AND
AfricA (ITEGRO) 1869 *PyTHiIAN %
SISTERHO®D (FEIMALE) I8BS§ ° :
DramaTicC ORDER

KnicHTS ©0F KHORASSAN
189 4 ¢

s T

PvyTRiAS OF IlORTH AP SOUTH

Freemasonry. The MMMHSM welcomes information about these organizations if
there are branches that had or have a presence in Minnesota. A typeset list, which
you may find easier to read, can be found on page 6.

M m
MBEROVEDP ORDER OF REp IIEN
1834 °*RevAalL ARCANUIm 1877¢
PocAHONTAS 1888
LEAGUE (UNIFO@RIMED)

s CHIEFTAIN'S
WoeDmMEND @F

18864 * INMTO@DERDN

AmMERIiCcA 1883 ¢« RovaAL ITEIiGHBORS
OF AmERica (FEmALE) ©Qi900 °
NCiENT GQRDER ©@F Unirten

@RKIMEN 1868 * DEGREE OF HoONnoeRr
(FEmMALE) ©19¢0 * AncCient ORDER
OQF FORESTERS OF AMERICA 1832 ¢
ORDER ©F CirRCcLES oF CompPanions
OF THE FOREST 1892 (FEmMALE)
ORPER OoF Unirep AmIERIicAn
MEcHANics 1845 ¢ [UunNiQR ORDER OF
UniTep AmEeERican IHEcHAnNnics
(JUVENMIiLE) 1883 ¢* DAUGHTERS OF

BERTY 18758 * Lovar LEGgion or
UnitTep AmeRican [MEcHANICS
(UniFGRIMED) 1886 * GRanp ARy
QF THE REPUBLIC 1866 * WOmEN'S
Nationar RELIEF CORPS 1869 * Sons
@F VETERaAns, U.S.A. 1878 ¢
INDEPENDENT ORRPER OF GoobD
TEMPLARS X880 * CADETS OF
TEMPERANCE (IIMALE [JUuVENiLE)
1842 * QRDER OF PATRONS @F %7
HussAnbpRrRy (GRAIIGE) 1867 °
KnicaHTs 0F Hoenaer Isvzl;

PaTrioTi¢ ORDER, UniTE
Sons oF AIMERICA 1847

T

"TIiIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 18§82 ©

: TRiBE oF BEn HUR 1894 °
& Unitep AnNcient ORDER OF
DRrRuips 1781 *» CATHOLIC KIIiGHTS OF
AMERICA 1877 * ACTORS' ORDER OF
FRIENDSHIP 1849 ° BENEVOLEHNT AND
PROTECTED ORDER OF ELK 1866 °
ConcatenaTep ORDER OoF Hoo-Hoeo
1892 * Sons OF HERIMAI 1840 *
KnicHTs oF THE GOLDEN EAGLE
(UniFORMED) 1873 « KnNiGHTS OF

THE INMACCABEES 1878 * LADIiES OF
THE IIIACCABEES 1886 °* ROVYAL
INTEiGHBORS O©OGF THE AmMERIcCA
(FEmALE) ©1900 * ORDER OF

HEPTASOPHS OR SEVEn Wise Inen
1852 * KNiGcHTS Anp LADIES OF
SECURITY 1892 * ORDER OF KHIiGHTS
OF FRIENDSHIP 1859 ¢« CAnapian

ORDPER OF FORESTERS 1879 o
NDEPENDENT ORDER, B'nai
B'RITH 1843 ¢ TEMPLARS OF

INTERNATIONAL QORDER OF
TWELVE, OF KnicHTS Anp
DAUGHTERS OF TABOR (IIEGRO)
1872 * UniTeED ORDER OF :
THE GoLDEn CROSS 1876 *
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HonorR Anp TEMPERANCE 1842 ¢

ATTENTION,
Readers!

If you have received this
newsletter on behalf of a
Masonic organization, please
remove pages 3 & 4
and display the poster on
page 3 in your lodge
or meeting room.

Thank you for your help
in promoting the
Minnesota Masonic Historical
Society & Museum Annual Meeting.

Winter 2001

WHAT’S NEW in the collection?

[continued from page 8]

Senior Grand Deacon

John H. Spear, born in Massachusetts in
1809, first appears on record as living
with his family in Minneapolis,
Minnesota Territory in 1856. Spear was
founder of the newly-formed radical
Republican Party of Minnesota and, in
1857, also served as vice president of the
Union Board of Trade of St. Anthony
and Minneapolis. He was a charter mem-
ber of the Plymouth Congregational
Church in 1858. It is interesting to note
that Spear was appointed to a committee
at that time to find and punish murderers
who were eluding prosecution, sort of a
bounty hunter. In the following years,
Spear plied the trades of framer, carpen-
ter, and stove and tinware merchant.
References to his whereabouts cease by
1880. It is very likely that Spear was a
member of Hennepin Lodge No. 4 in
Minneapolis.

Junior Grand Deacon

James S. Campbell was born in Maine in
1829 and later settled in Winona, where
his occupation was listed as Joiner in the
census of 1860. He was one of the charter
members of Winona Lodge No. 18 and
served as Master in 1859 and 1860. On
June 24, 1863, Campbell presided at a
public celebration of St. John the Baptist’s
Day in Winona to dedicate a new lodge hall.

Grand Secretary

George Washington Prescott, a lawyer
hailing from Chesterville, Maine settled
in Saint Paul in 1850 and became clerk of
the Territorial Supreme Court from
1854-1857. He later became clerk of the
U.S. District Court. Prescott enlisted in
the Civil War, becoming a lieutenant in
the Sixth Minnesota Regiment. He
retired from law to become a Baptist
clergyman in 1868, and moved to San
Francisco in 1892.

Winter 2001

Grand Treasurer

Emanuel Case, of New York, settled in
St. Anthony, where he was a merchant, in
1851. He filed one of the first claims for
land in the future city of Minneapolis
when the Fort Snelling Reservation was
opened for settlement in 1857. Case was
the president of the company that con-
structed the first suspension bridge over
the Mississippi River at St. Anthony. He
died in Minneapolis on August 4, 1871.

Senior Grand Steward

William H. Wolff, first listed in the
Territorial Census of 1857 as living in
Saint Paul, was born in Pennsylvania in
1831. His occupation is listed as a drug-
gist. Wolff became a Grand Officer at the
age of 28.

Junior Grand Steward

William V. Athey, born in 1827 and a
native of Ohio, was living at Belle Plaine
when he was mustered into the Eighth
Regiment of the Minnesota Volunteer
Infantry in 1862. At that time he was
only 35 years old, but due to this ability,
was rapidly promoted to First Sergeant,
finally attaining the rank of First
Lieutenant. He participated with General
Aftred Sully’s Indian Expedition in
Dakota Territory and westward to the
Yellowstone River.

Grand Chaplain

Reverend John Penman was bomn in
England in 1817, received his Masonic
degrees at Mineral Point Lodge No.l of
Wisconsin, and later affiliated with
Ancient Landmark Lodge No. 5 in Saint
Paul in 1855. In 1857 he ran for Judge of
Probate Court and served as such from
1858-1860. Penman participated in the

laying of the cornerstone, doing the actu-
al trowel work, of the Minnesota
Historical Society Building in Saint Paul
in 1856. For a number of years, he served
as Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge.
He died in Minneapolis in 1894.

Grand Sword Bearer

Cyrus G. Wykoff, born in New York,
moved to Brownsville, Minnesota in
1857. He later became chief clerk for the
Superintendent of Minnesota Indian
Affairs and was in charge of a shipment
of $71,000 in gold bullion sent to Fort
Ridgely in August 1862 just prior to the
siege of the fort during the Sioux Uprising.
Later Wykoff served as a surveyor for the
railroad which extended westward from
the Mississippi River through the agri-
cultural lands of southern Minnesota. The
town of Wykoff in Fillmore County, one
of several towns resulting from that sur-
vey, was platted in 1871. Wykoff died at
Saint Paul on August 30, 1871.

Grand Standard Bearer

George Maxfield, born in 1810 in
Virginia’s Monongalia County that later
became part of West Virginia, settled in
Mankato, where he opened a stone quar-
ry, in 1853. A dedicated Mason in every
sense, he continued his labors in the
operative and symbolic quarries until his
death on Christmas Eve 1893.

Grand Marshal

Samuel Emery Adams, raised on a farm
in Reading, Vermont and graduated from
Dartmouth College, came to Minnesota
in 1856 and settled in Monticello. He
served in the Territorial and State
Legislatures as a Senator from 1857 to
1860. In 1861 he enlisted for service in
the Civil War, being brevetted lieutenant
colonel in 1865. Upon his return to
Monticello, he established and edited the
Wright County Times newspaper.
Adams moved to Minneapolis in 1883
where he pursued a profession in real
estate and served as alderman.

Grand Pursuivant

John C. Whipple, born in New York on
September 17, 1823, was orphaned at the
age of five and apprenticed to a physician
until ten. Whipple had an adventure lust
and became a sailor in the merchant
marines, journeying to the Arctic,
Australia, and the South Pacific. During
this period, he served as an artillerist on
a US. frigate with orders to fight slavers
from Africa. In 1851 he left the seas and
finally settled in Faribault, where he
became justice of the peace. In Faribault,
he became a prominent Mason, eventual-
ly rising to the office of Deputy Grand
Master. In 1862, Whipple was employed
to erect the stone church at the Yellow
Medicine Indian Agency, and was
involved on that endeavor at the outbreak
of the Sioux Uprising. He was one of the
valiant defenders of Fort Ridgely, serv-
ing as a cannoneer, a skill he acquired on
the seas. In 1863, Whipple enlisted as a
first lieutenant in the Third Minnesota
Regiment, joining General Alfred Sully
on the western plains campaigns and
Indian expeditions of 1863 and 1864. He
died shortly after the Civil War; the John
C. Whipple Post #11 G.AR. in Faribault
was formed in his honor in 1871.

Grand Tyler

Ahira Richardson, born in New
Hampshire in 1805, came to Minnesota
in 1852 and settled in Saint Paul in 1853.
He engaged in the trade of bricklayer and
master mason. In May of 186l
Richardson was appointed as state arse-
nal keeper and held this office until his
death. He also held the office of Grand
Tyler until his death, and was buried in
Oakland Cemetery with an impressive
Masonic ceremony. Richardson died at
Saint Paul on September 9, 1877.

PLEASE NOTE:

This page of biographies of the
Grand Lodge of Minnesota Officers
of 1858 is related to the items on the

front page and page 8. Credit goes to
Alan Woolworth for his research and
Charlie Nelson, Executive Director,

for writing the article.
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An Outstanding
Commandery Exhibit!

Located on main floor of St. Paul Masonic Center

An exhibit of artifacts of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Minnesota can
be seen at the St. Paul Masonic Center. In addition to the Grand Commandery Ritual
Award, the case also contains a triangular Commandery apron of the Civil War era, a
Jframed photograph of Damascus Commandery No. 1 in parade, and a typical Templar

uniform of the turn of the century.

This exhibit of the MMHSM, dedi-
cated to Charles W. Nelson, Executive
Director of the MMHSM, features vin-
tage as well as modern day artifacts.
Among the most recent is a new travel-
ing Grand Commandery Ritual Award.
(It can be seen on the left side of the
lower part of the display case.) Nelson
commissioned Seattle, Washington
artist/metalsmith David Lisch to design
the award. The center medallion of the
award consists of a composition of
crosses symbolic in the work of the
Commandery. The lower cross is a
black iron Greek cross symbolic of the
Order of Red Cross; the second cross is
a copper Maltese cross symbolic of the

Order of Malta; and the uppermost
cross is a nickel Passion Cross set with-
in a brass crown symbolic of the Order
of the Temple. A silver spike marks the
center of the Passion Cross, symbolic
of the nails used in the Crucifixion.

This year Nelson has a dual role to
fill as he is also Sir Knight Charles
Winfred Nelson, Right Eminent Grand
Commander — Grand Commandery of
Knights Templar of Minnesota. This
exhibit can be viewed on the main level
of the St. Paul Masonic Center, where the
MMHSM is housed.

Doug Vezner
Exhibits Chair

GATH ERING the FRAGMENTS of the MMHSM

Why the Collection?

The museum is indeed a collection,
but not just of artifacts, costumes and
books that sit on shelves or hide in
boxes. Rather it is a visual and written
record of memories, dreams, and
accomplishments of the many members
that make up the family of Freemasonry
in Minnesota. That is why it is so
important that when we accept an item
for the collection, we must know the
stories, the memories that go along with
it. For it is the who, what, when, where,
why, and how, that brings the artifacts to
life and allows us and future visitors to
the museum to understand their mean-

ing and importance. Volunteers at the
museum are presently carrying out doc-
umentation of the collection. When it is
completed, not only will we know what
we have, but we will also know what
we do not have and what we need in
our quest to document the family histo-
ry of Freemasonry in Minnesota.

We extend a special invitation to
you to visit the museum. We need your
ideas and suggestions; after all, it is
your history we are saving.

David W. Nystuen,
Collections Committee Chair

Concordant, Antecedent,
Descendent, and Derivative
Organizations of Freemasonry

The following list of organizations
appears on the panel designs shown on
page 4. The MMHSM is interested in
acquiring information and artifacts that may
be available about any groups in Minnesota.

Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons
1717 » Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of Freemasonry 1754 ¢ American Rite
1816 « Royal Arch 1753 and Knights
Templar (Uniformed) 1796 * African
“Prince Hall”’ Grand Ldge 1808 ¢ Order
of the Eastern Star 1850 ¢ Ancient Arabic
Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine 1871
* Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine of North and South America
(Negro) 1893 « Independent Order of Odd
Fellows 1745 = Grand United Order of
Odd Fellows (Negro) 1843 « Patriarchs
Militant (Uniformed) 1887 ¢ Daughters of
Rebekah (Female) 1851  Households of
Ruth (Negro/Female) 1856 * Imperial
Order of Muscovites ¢.1900 * Knights of
Pythias 1864 * Knights of Pythias of
North and South America, Europe, Asia,
and Africa (Negro) 1869 ¢ Pythian
Sisterhood (Female) 1888 * Dramatic
Order of Knights of Khorassan 1894

Improved Order of Red Men 1834
Royal Arcanum 1877 ¢ Daughters of
Pocahontas 1885  Chieftain’s League
(Uniformed) 1886 » Modem Woodmen of
America 1883 * Royal Neighbors of
America 1883 (Female) c¢. 1900 = Ancient
Order of United Workmen 1868 « Degree
of Honor (Female) c. 1900 ¢ Ancient
Order of Foresters of America 1832 «

Order of Circles of Companions of the
Forest 1892 (Female) ¢ Order of United
American Mechanics 1845 « Junior Order
of United American Mechanics (Juvenile)
1853 * Daughters of Liberty 1875
Loyal Legion of United American
Mechanics (Uniformed) 1886 * Grand
Army of the Republic 1866 = Women’s
National Relief Corps 1869 » Sons of
Veterans, U.S.A. 1878 « Independent
Order of Good Templars 1850 » Cadets of
Temperance (Male Juvenile) 1842 » Order
of Patrons of Husbandry (Grange) 1867
Knights of Honor 1873 « Patriotic Order,
United Sons of America 1847 «

Knights of Columbus 1882 « Tribe of
Ben Hur 1894 « United Ancient Order of
Druids 1781  Catholic Knights of
America 1877 « Actors’ Order of
Friendship 1849 < Benevolent and
Protected Order of Elk 1866 ¢
Concatenated Order of Hoo-Hoo 1892
Sons of Herman 1840 « Knights of the
Golden Eagle (Uniformed) 1873
Knights of the Maccabees 1878 « Ladies
of the Maccabees 1886 * Royal
Neighbors of the America (Female) ¢ 1900
* Order of Heptasophs or Seven Wise Men
1852 « Knights and Ladies of Security
1892 « Order of Knights of Friendship
1859 « Canadian Order of Foresters 1879
* Independent Order, B’nai B'rith 1843 «
Templars of Honor and Temperance 1842
* Intemational Order of Twelve, of Knights
and Daughters of Tabor (Negro) 1872
United Order of the Golden Cross 1876

Royal Arch Masonry Exhibit Opens February 25, 2001

Capitular Masonry Unveiled: The Pageantry of the Royal Arch
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How To manage, preserve, and conserve matters

Basic Care of Photographic Materials — Part 2

[The Fall 2000 issue of The Cornerstone
had Part 1 of this discussion on the

Basic Care of Photographic Materials.)

Basic care of negatives

Next to environmental control, the
most important photographic preserva-
tion activity is caring for negatives and
transparencies. They are the camera
originals, the photographic material that
came out of the camera.

The first step in negative preserva-
tion is the determination of what kind
of negatives the archive holds. The
majority of negatives in historical col-
lections are nitrate and acetate, which
are both in danger of deterioration. A
product called “A-D strips™ can help in
detecting the beginning stages of
acetate deterioration. (See the list of
readings.)

Identification of negative film
support material

.The support material of any negative
can be determined by examination and
chemical testing. Define first by exami-
nation. Polyester negatives are easy to
identify with polarizing filters that can be
purchased in photo supply stores. Place
two filters so they are at cross axes to one
another, allowing no light to pass through
them. Put the negative in question
between them A polyester negative will
show red and green interference colors
like those seen on soap bubbles.

" GLARE-STOP. POLARIZING FILTER +=AXIS—

Polarizing filters with a negative
in between help identify polyester
negatives.

If your negative is not polyester,
look for words printed on the edge, the
approximate date of the negative, and
certain types of deterioration. Some
nitrate negatives have “nitrate” printed
on the edge. Acetate and polyester nega-
tives will say “safety,” meaning that they
are not the fire hazard that nitrate nega-
tives can be. If your negative was made
before 1920, it is nitrate, even if that
word is not printed on the edge. If it was
made after 1955, it is either acetate or
polyester. Although polyester-based neg-
atives were commonly used after 1955,
they are manufactured for professional
photographers in 4" x 5" and larger for-
mats. Today, almost all 35mm and 120
format film is still on an acetate base.

You can tell if you have deteriorat-
ing nitrate or acetate by giving it the
sniff test. If it smells obnoxious, like
dirty socks, it is deteriorating nitrate.

Above is a deteriorating acetate
negative with bubbling and wrinkling.

If the negative smells like vinegar or
its emulsion is bubbled or wrinkled
into channels, it is deteriorating
acetate. There is a chemical test for
nitrate that is effective, but somewhat
hazardous. You can read about it in detail
in Fischer and Robb’s Guidelines for
Care and ldentification of Film-base
Photographic Materials. (See the read-
ing list below.)

Storage materials

All paper and board materials for
negatives and prints must pass a “Photo
Activity Test,” or “PAT,” to be archival.
The ANSI created this test to define

good photo storage material. It is not
sufficient to purchase “acid-free” mate-
rials. PAT-tested materials are available
through the catalogs listed below.

Glass plates

Glass plate negatives should be
housed in four-flap negative enclosures.
The flaps fold over the negative without
abrading, or rubbing against, it. The

Four-flap negative enclosures can be
used to protect glass plate negatives.

most common problem with glass plate
negatives is peeling emulsions (binder
and image material). The flap enclosure
allows for examination and even printing
without sliding the negative in and out of
a sleeve. Once covered, the negatives
should be stored on edge in sturdy PAT-
tested boxes. Boxes full of glass plate
negatives are heavy, so they should be
stored on very strong shelving and have
“heavy” labels on them to warn the per-
son taking the box off the shelf. Most
glass plate negative destruction occurs
during a move or at the time of printing.

Nitrate, acetate and polyester
negatives storage

Nitrate negatives should be stored
in PAT-tested paper sleeves, never in
plastic of any kind. The plastic will
hold and accelerate the action of the
gasses given off as the negative decom-
poses. Whenever feasible, all nitrate
negatives should be stored separately
from acetate and polyester negatives in
separate boxes or even separate rooms.

Acetate negatives produced before
1960 should be stored in PAT-tested
paper sleeves, and not in plastic. Most
archives staff feel comfortable with storing
newer acetate negatives, which are pri-
marily triacetate as opposed to diacetate,
in polyethylene or polyester sleeves. The
newer ones are especially convenient for
35mm and 120 format negatives, since
they can be stored in pages divided into
channels or rows for easy examination
and use. When in doubt, use a PAT-tested
paper enclosure and skip the plastic.
Always wear white gloves for handling
negatives, especially if you have decided
not to store them in plastic.

Negatives showing signs of deterio-
ration should be immediately segregat-
ed from stable negatives. They give off
gases that will make the healthy nega-
tives deteriorate sooner. Nitric acid, a
product of deteriorating nitrate nega-
tives, affects other nitrate and acetate
negatives, softens the gelatin binder,
and fades silver images. Put these nega-
tives in separate boxes in a separate
storage area. As soon as possible, dete-
riorating negatives should be copied
onto new polyester film, if extremely
valuable, or printed by professionals
using archival print standards.

Transparencies

Transparencies, called slides in
35mm format, are also camera originals
and most vulnerable to dust and finger-
prints. Store them in polypropylene, poly-
ethylene or polyester sleeves. They can
also live in carousel trays stored in boxes,
but that can take up precious space.

When handling negatives or slides,
wear clean white cotton gloves, and
work in a clean, well-ventilated area.
Deteriorating negatives can be harmful
to your health, so you should be espe-
cially vigilant about good air circulation,
and you should limit the time you are
exposed to the negatives. A respirator
mask should be worn when working
with badly deteriorated nitrate negatives.

Recommended Reading

Fischer, Monique C., and Andrew Robb.
Guidelines for Care and Identification of
Film-base Photographic Materials.
Newark, Del.: University of Delaware/
Winterthur Museum Art Conservation
Program, 1993.

Image Permanence Institute. Storage Guide
for Acetate Film. Rochester, N.Y.: Image
Permanence Institute, 1993.

Image Permanence Institute. A-D Strips.

Keefe, Laurence E. Jr. and Dennis Inch.
The Life of a Photograph. Boston:

Focal Press, 1990.

Reilly, James M. Care and Identificaiton of
19th-Century Photographic Prints.
Rochester, N.Y.: Eastman Kodak Co.,
1986.

Ritzenthaler, Mary Lynn, Gerald J. Munoff,
and Margery S. Lond. Administration of
Photographic Collections. Chicago:
Society of American Archivists, 1984.

Wilhelm, Henry and Carol Brower. The
Permanence and Care of Color
Photographs. Grinnell, Iowa:

Preservation Publishing Company, 1993,

Free Catalogs and
Brochures
“Caring for Your Photographs,” The
American Institute for Conservation of
Historic and Artistic Works.
(202) 452-9545.

Gaylord Bros., Syracuse, N.Y.
1-800-448-6160

Gaylord Preservation Pathfinder No. 3,
“Archival Storage of Photographic
Materials.” 1-800-448-6160

Light Impressions, Rochester, N.Y.
1-800-828-6216

Metal Edge, Inc.. Los Angeles, Calif.,
1-800-862-2228

University Products, Holyoke, Mass.
1-800-628-1912

Basic Care of Photographic Materials, by Bonnie Wilson, curator of Sound and Visual Collections at the Minnesota Historical Society (MHS),
was printed in TECH TALK, a section of the Minnesota History Interpreter; May 1998. It is used with permission of MHS.
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PILLARS

The MMHSM has been honored
with a generous contribution from a
benefactor who deserves the designation
of “Pillar”. Our benefactor, who wishes
to remain anonymous, has been a member
of the MMHSM since its inception and an
avid supporter of its programs. The mem-
ber’s support of history is long-standing
both in the Masonic family and in the
community. It is the sincere wish of the
contributor that the gift be used to further
the programs of the MMHSM and there-
by spread the word about the need to
preserve our Masonic heritage and edu-
cate others about its significance.

[ would like to pass along these
comments made recently by this
MMHSM Pillar: “Far more important
[than individual recognition] is the
good the funds will do rather than who
gets the credit. ...
space enough or money enough to do
the work that must be done. ...Our
work—Ilike mother’s work—is never

=

I

b

No museum ever has

done. But we are rolling up our sleeves
to labor on a most worthy cause.”

On behalf of the MMHSM, my
heartfelt appreciation goes out to this
fine Pillar! THANK YOU!

Charles W. Nelson
Executive Director
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WHAT’S NEW in the collection?

The framed photograph featured on
page one of The Cornerstone recently
became part of the MMHSM collections.

The 1858 photograph is attributed
to noted pioneer photographers Joseph
Hill and James H. Kelley. These men
opened a “photograph and ambrotype
gallery” in St. Paul in 1857. Hill and
Kelley photographed the 108 members
of the first state legislature also in 1858
[now in the collections of the Minnesota
Historical Society]. This photograph is
mounted and lettered in a similar fash-
ion to the Grand Lodge photograph.
Hill and Kelley were also pioneers in
hand-tinted photographs, including
scenes of the Minnesota River, Fort
Ridgley, and Mankato. In 1867 Hill
established his business in St. Cloud.

As a footnote to the historical back-
ground of Minnesota, it is important to
remember that Congress passed the bill
organizing Minnesota as a territory on
March 3, 1849. Alexander Ramsey. who
had been appointed territorial governor
on March 19, 1849, proclaimed the
organization of the Territory of
1849. Congress
passed the Minnesota Enabling Act on
February 26, 1857 to begin the process
of establishing state government, and
Minnesota became the thirty-second
state on May 11, 1858, the same year
that the photograph in this article was
made of the Grand Lodge officers.

Most of the men listed as Grand
Lodge Officers of 1858 are mentioned
in historical biographical collections or
county histories. They are, without a
doubt, founders of our state. Time has
not allowed in-depth research into the
biographies of each officer; however,

Minnesota on June 1,

brief sketches are presented to encour-
age others to embark upon this exciting
journey into the past.

[What’s New continued on Page 5.]

Grand Master

Azariah Theodore Crane Pierson,
often called the Father of Minnesota
Masonry, a physician by training, gradu-
ated from medical college in New York
in 1837. He came to Minnesota in the
employ of the Indian Department in
1850, as agent for the Winnebago,
Ojibway, and Sioux successively. He
later became the chief draftsman in the
Office of the Surveyor General of
Minnesota. Pierson, a prolific writer and
published author on Masonic subjects,
died in St. Paul on November 26, 1889.

Senior Grand Warden

Frank Mantor was born in Albany. New
York, and came to Minnesota in 1853
with brothers Peter and Riley. They set-
tled at the current site of Mantorville in
1859. All three brothers were instrumen-
tal in the operation of a sawmill and local
farms. [Peter was a Representative in the
State legislature from 1859-60 and a
Captain in the Second Minnesota
Regiment during the Civil War.] All three
brothers were charter members of
Mantorville Lodge.

Deputy Grand Master

David Burt Loomis arrived in Stillwater
in 1843 from Wellington, Connecticut.
He engaged in the lumbering business
1861, when he enlisted in the
Second Minnesota Regiment in the Civil
War, where he achieved the rank of
Captain. He was a member of the
Minnesota Territorial Council from 1849
to 1853 and a Representative in the State
legislature in 1874, Loomis died at the
Minnesota Soldiers Home on February
24, 1897 at the age of 80.

until

Junior Grand Warden

Abner Comstock Smith was born in
Randolph, Vermont, in 1814. He was
admitted to the Bar in Washington, DC,
in 1838, and maintained a career in law
for the rest of his life. He came to Saint
Paul in 1855 and later moved to Litchfield
in 1858 where he served as registrar of
the U.S. Land Office. A prolific writer
and editor, establishing the Free Press in
Saint Paul and serving as editor of the
Masonic periodical Landmarks, he died
at Litchfield on September 20, 1880.

A sincere thank you is due Br: Alan R. Woolworth, Senior Research Fellow at the Minnesota
Historical Society, for his assistance in gathering data on the founders of Minnesota Masonry
memorialized in the Hill and Kelley photograph. — Charles W. Nelson, Executive Director
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