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REPORT OF THE

PRINCE HALL COMMISSION ON CLANDESTINE MASONRY

INTRODUCTION

The Prince Hall Commission on Clandestine Masonry was organized and
began operating in 1957, and is jointly sponsored by the Imperial Council of
the Shrine , the Supreme Councils for the Northern and Southern Jurisdictions
and the Conference of Grand Masters of Prince Hall Masons of America, Today,
four years ofter its inception, the Commission points with pardonable pride to
the progress that hos been made.

The major problem facing Prince Hall Masonry today , == the one that
presents the greatest challenge to those who would desire that Prince Hall
Masonry should take its rightful place as the only legitimate masonry for men
of color, == is that posed by the spurious groups who oppose us and who seek
to overthrow our influence.

In the years of its existence, the Commission has worked closely with the
sponsoring bodies whenever and wherever called upon to fight the evil spread

by these pretenders to legitimate Masonry.

Keeping Prince Hall Masons informed

Recognizing the fact that education is one of the greatest factors toward
helping Prince Hall Masonry to held its rightful place on the Masonic horizon,
every effort has been expended to keep those concerned informed.

The Prince Hall Mason must be completely indoctrinated with informa=
tion as to his legitimacy, his greatness, his influence, and of the illegitimacy
of those who oppose us. The legitimacy of the Prince Hal! Mason must be told
and retold until it becames the natural assumption.

The Prince Hall Mason must not only recognize his own legitimacy but he
also must be able to help in the program of showing the illegal mason the error
of his ways, It is with approval that we have noted the slant which the Negro
press has given to Prince Hall Masons and to Prince Hall matters in recent months,
Quite definitely more and more of Prince Hall matters are finding favor with the
press (see appendage cne),  The bogus groups advertise their alleged influence
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and their alleged greatness ond will knock Prince Hall Masonry whenever possi ble.
The Commission has formulated answers to questions raised by these pretenders and
such information has been distributed throughout the reaim of Prince Hall Masonry.

In too many instances, however, we seem to lack the fire and the enthusiasm
which bhest bogus groups have. Often we hide our light under a bushel basket.
These bogus groups do not hesitate to call attention to what they are doing. Yes,
we know that often they will hide in a community quietly without publicity until
they have the strength and the power financially and numerical ly to come out into
the open. Sometimes it is desirable to infilirate their ranks and secure as much
information as possible as to the program, aims , activities, the strength and the
weaknesses of these pretenders. Then this information should be systematical ly
distributed to our members.

As stated before , these bogus groups do not hesitate to advertise their alleged
influence and greatness. An example of this was found in the State of Michigan
recently. Information has been garnered by the Commission relative to the national
meeting of the Fitzpatrick group. A large parade was held in the heart of Detroit
and the Negro newspapers in that area carried extensive publicity regarding the
affair,

The people in the street do not know the difference; they do not know
that these are bogus and clandestine groups. They think that the Prince Hall
group and these bogus groups are one and the same. This is the fype of thing that
hinders and hampers Prince Hall Masons in the practice of legitimate free masonry
for Negroes.,

i should like to fake this moment to make special comment and to commend
illustrious Lelond B. French on the very wide and complete publicity given to
Prince Hall Masonry in a recent issue of the Cleveland (Ohio) Call and Post. The
Prince Hall Masons of that area took a full page ad in the paper, congratulating
the Call and Post. The ad was complete with a brief history of Prince Hall
Masonry and pictures. Such publicity is of great importance if we are to keep
before Prince Hall Masons and the profane our legitimacy and our greatness and
our influence.

The Commission pledges itself to:

1. Keep before our brethren information as to our financial
and numerical sirength as compared to others;

2. Ever remind of the sirength and influence of Prince Hall
leadership;
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3. Publicize the many tributes paid to Prince Hall Masonry
and to Prince Hall Masors by public officials;

4, Publicize the historical background of our legitimacy;

5. Publicize the role which Prince Hall Masonry plays in the
fight of the Negro for equality.

This program of education is one of the most important factors of the
work of the Commission,

LITIGATION

Litigation is not always the safe and sound method to employ in the fight
against these bogus groups. Certainly it is not the only method to be used.
Litigation should be resorted to only upon sound legal advice, The Com-
mission has advised and conferred with those who have sought information
regarding the best method of proceding against clandestine groups. In many
instances, litigation has become necessary and when the Commission has
found this to be so, upon the request of the jurisdiction involved, the Com-
mission has worked untiringly to help to bring the litigation to successful
fruition. Some of the jurisdictions in which this ever-rising tide of spurious
masonry has been thwarted or where cases are now pending , are:

(1) BAHAMA ISLANDS. in our last report to you, we noted that the
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of the Bahama Islands had
requested that we assist them in checking

the operation of spurious groups in that area. The two most prominent groups

known to have been operating in that area were 4nternational Modern Masons

headed by Wiliiam V. Banks and the Scottish Rite Grand [odge A.F. & A. M.

in our investigation, we found that there is no existing legislation re-
straining the use of a name similar to that of an established organization in the
Bahamas and that it would be necessary that we show that the similarity in the
names would confuse and resuit in our damage.

The problem here has been solved in a measure by a program of education.
Our Grand Lodge has been able to take over a number of these bogus groups.
While our brethren in the Bohamas have been successful in absorbing many of
these members of the bogus groups, the position of Prince Hall Masonry in the
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Bahamas is not fully secure. This insecurity is occasioned by the fact that
the seat of operation of these bogus groups is Florida. Our position in the
Bahamas cannot be strengthened and secured until these bogus groups are
enjoined in Florida.

(20 CONNECTICUT The case filed by our Grand Lodge of
Connecticut and the Supreme Council
Northern Jurisdiction against the Most
Worshipful King Solomon Grand Lodge
of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Masons, Inc,, Ezra Lodge No. 1,
et al; King David Lodge No. 54, et al and the Martin Luther King Lodge
of International F. & A. M. Masons, Inc. , has reached successful fruition.

You were advised in our last report that history was made in this liti-
gation, for here we had the assistance of several Grand Lodge officers of the
whit Grand Lodge of Connecticut and testimony was given by them that Prince
Hall Masonry was regular in all respects.

The white masons of Connecticut filed a Petition to intervene as amicus

&

curiae, In his petition,the white Grand Lodge made this statement:

". o .and that they (the defendants) are knowingly making
false and fraudulent claimsond representations as to their
legitimacy and regularity in order to defraud the public and
also to the injury and ®etriment of the petitioner and of the
plaintiff in this action, both of whom have a legitimate,
regular and common origin as Freemasons and also rights of
property in all the said names, signs, symbols, emblems,
badges, insignia, and other indicia belonging and apper-
taining to the Masonic fraternity,"

The lawsuit was tried by Sovereign Grand Commander George W. Craw-
ford, one of the most outstanding iawyers of the nation. It involved the greater
portion of two weeks and mode necessary two trips fo Connecticut by your chhirman.

(3) FLORIDA In previous reports we have noted the importance
of our seeking to enjoin the bogus groups operating
in Florida. This importance is pointed up in the
fact that the Prince Hall Masons of the Bahamas

go to Florida for their Scottish Rite Degrees; consequently, the operation of these

bogus groups in that State has an influencing effect in the Bahamas.
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In recent months, we have been able to begin investigation of these
bogus groups operating in the Florida jurisdiction and the time is not too
far distant that we will be able to move against these pests in Florida.

(4 GEORGIA One of the most recent victories against
these bogus groups was marked up in the
Jurisdiction of Georgia, On April 26,
1961, The Honorable W. A. Bootle, United
States District Judge of the Middle District of Georgia, Columbus Djivision,
handed down a very momentous decision holding the Supreme Grand Lodge,
Modern Free and Accepted Colored Masons of the World, inffcontempt of
Court for violafion of the degree originally entered against the group in favor
of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Georgia on December
28, 1951,

This original decree enjoined the Supreme Grand Lodge, Modern Free
and Accepted Colored Masons of the World, . .collectively and individually,
including its agents, officers, associates and representatives,

", . .From using the words ‘Free and Accepted,’ 'Free
and Accepted Masons® or ‘Masons' in its orders , by=laws,
initiations, publications, letterheads or otherwise."

This is one of the J. B, Baldwin group and is one of the strongest of the bogus
-organizations. In order to avoid the contempt proceedings brought against
them, Banks claimed a "merger" with the United Supreme Council, Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite Free Masonry , but Judge Bootle said that such con-
tention would not lie, as

", . the evidence does not establish that the United
Supreme Council is a legitimate masonic body,"

This decision of the Court in Georgia is historic as it is the first time that
the court has fixed a substantial fine against these infringers with imprisonment
assessed for violation of the order, In clear, concise language, the order reads,

"IT IS CONSIDERED , OR DERED AND ADJUDGED that indivi-
dual respondent (J. B. Baldwin) and corporate respondent,
jointly and severally, pay the movant the sum of Four Thousand
Four Hundred and Fifty ($4,450) dollars as reimbursement of
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reasonable expenses for the bringing of this action, together
with the cost of transcript of the rqoord and ®osts of court
in this proceeding.

Respondent shal | have thirty (30) days from this date within
which to pay said sum of $4,450. If said sum is not paid

within said thirty-day. period, individual respondent will be
incarcerated, on motion of mevant, until such sum has been

fully paid,"

The Court's order and decree was later modified to aliow the Baldwin
group to make payment in instal Iments. We are very pleased with this liti-
gation in Georgia and we congratulate Grand Master John W. Dobbs on the
manner in which he moved against this bogus group. The chairman assisted
in the preparation for the trial of the case and in the trial itself.

(5 NEW JERSEY Injunction proceedings brought by the
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge,

F. & A. M., of New Jersey, against the

Globe Free and Accepted Masons was
brought to successful fruition with the filing of a consent judgment on the
23rd day of September, 1960. This judgment recited substantially as follows:

"This action by the plaintiff claiming an injunction against the
defendants, restraining them from the use of the name "Globe
Free and Accepted Masons," and from the use of the names,
rituals, ceremonies, insignia, emblems, badges, symbols, signs,
paraphernalia, designations or descriptiors employed or used by
the plaintiff or usually employed or used by lodges of Freemasons
or members thereof , came to this Court for pretrial conference on
March 23, 1960; and,

"It now appearing that the defendants have conceded that the
only legitimate Negro Masonic bodies in the United States are
those regularly derived from Prince Hall sources, . . .;

"It is on this 23rd day of September, 1960, ORDERED and
ADJUDGED that the defendant , Russell Colemon his agenfs,
associates, confederates, c:ffal:ctes and representatives,
individually and collectively, and also the defendant, Globe
Free and Accepted Masons, and each and every oneof its

me mbers , individually and collectively, as members of said
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organization are hereby enjoined and ordered to refrain and de-
sist from appropriating , using or employing, in the State of New
Jersey, the ritual, ceremonies, or any insignia, name , emblem,
badge , symbol, sign, paraphernalia, word, designation, or
description whatsoever, employed or used by the plaintiff or any
of its subordinate lodges or bodies or commonly employed or used
by lodges of Freemasons, or me mbers thereof , and, particularly,
from using the name "Globe Free and Accepted Masons" or the
words "Free and Accepted Masons," "Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons ," or the initials thereof , and from engaging in any
activities, practices, usages or conduct usually engaged in or
employed by Freemasons as such; and from holding themsel ves
out, individually, or collectively, directly or indirectly, as a
lodge or grand lodge of Freemasons or as members of the Masonic
Fraternity,"

The chairman of your commission assisted in this case and we are cer-
tainly proud of this decision which means that another clandestine group has
been enjoined.

(6) NEW YORK Injunctions proceedings have been brought
by the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge, F. & A. M. of New York against
Ramon A. Martinez, individually, on behalf

of and as Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander of the National Grand

Orient A. & A. Scottish Rite Freemasons , Jeanette Purcell and or "Jane Doe"

individual [y and as Grand Matron of the Electra Grand Chapter Order of

the Eastern Star, in one action; and against the Supreme Council of the United

States of the Sovereign Grand Inspectors General of the 33rd and Last Degree
A. & A, Scottish Rite , Nathaniel A. Brown , individually and as Sovereign
Grand Commander, Lonnie B. Cox, individually and as Grand Secretary
General, Elton H. Nightengale, individually and as Grand Treasurer, Ira L.
Gibbons, Louis J. Meade, Leonard Williams and Viola Smith, individualTy
and as Grond Matron of the Order of Eastern Star, in a second action,

We should like to pause here to comment on the very fine organization

* in New York to aid in this fight to eliminate bogus masonry. Brother Harrison
S. Jackson recently resigned as general chairman of this committee to assume
his duties with the Municipal court, and Brother Courtenay L. Wiltshire is now
chairman of the legal committee on spurious masonry at New York.,
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Several committees have been set up in New York and through in-
vestigation and study, these committees have ascertained that there were
approximately nineteen (19) clandestine grand lodges operating in New
York. Because of the effective educational work in New York , whole
cigndestine lodges found their way into the Most Worshipfu! Prince Hall
G and Lodge of New York and according to a last report from Brother
Hdrrison approximately 200 men were initiated and raised into the various
Blue Lodges of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge.

Brother Wiltshire reports that the case is noted for trial during the
September 1961 term of the court and that when it is called in September,
a date certain will be given either in October or early November.

It may be of interest to note that Raymond A, Martinez, formerly
with the Fitzpatrick group and who has organized a Supreme Council of
his own, is pleading for mercy. He offers to assist us in the trial of the
cases against the other groups if we will permit him to remain undisturbed.
Also, he is endeavoring to abort our efforts to put his group out of business
by a wide spread appeal he is making for Negro Masons, regular and bogus,
to form some type of federation which will permit the operation of any group.

(7)  PENNSYLVANIA We are still awaiting the decision of the
court in the cases which we tried several
months ago at Philadelphia against the
National Supreme Council, A, & A.A.S.R.

Masons , 33rd and Last Degree of the World, Inc., et al and the Most Wor-

shipful National Grand Lodge of Free ond Accepted Ancient Scottish Rite

Masons (Colored) of the U.5.A., Inc., et al.

Briefs and proposed findings of facts and conclusions of law have been
submitted, by plaintiffs and defendants, The defendants have used every legal
tactic in the books to delay final determination by the Court and also contri-
buting to the length of this iitigation has been Fitzpatrick's procrastinations
and deliberate foilure and refusal to produce all of the documents he was sub-
poened to bring into Court with him, and submit to cross-examination of his

clandestine and illegal activities and the irregular and fraudulent operations
of the defendant bodies of which he is the head.

However, we firmly believe that the decision will be handed down very
soon and that, with the record we have made in the case, we will be successful.
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(8) NORTH CAROLINA The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge Free and Accepted Masons , Juris=
diction of North Carolina filed proceedings
against the National Supreme Council,

Nationa! Grand Orient, of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Masons,

‘William J. Fitzpatrick , Grand Commander, Calvary Grand Counci! Ancient

and Accepted Scottish Rite Masons, J. E. Misenheimer, Sovereign Grand

inspector, General Grand Master, Hiram Lodge No. 168, Rev. J. M.

Todd, Worshipful Master, Hiram Lodge No, 188 of Winston-Salem, North

Carolina, and the Most Worshipful Nafiona! Grand Lodge F. & A. M.,

Ancient and Scoftish Rife of the State of Moryland, William J, Fitzpatrick,

National Grand Master , in the Superior Court of Forsythe County.

The complaint seeks an injunction, enjoining and restraining the defen-
dants from:

1.  Establishing or cenducting lodges of masons and auxiliaries
thereof , within the Stote of North Carolina, wherein the
word or words , "Free and Accepted Masons" or the words
*Masonic Lodge" or the word "Masons" or a colorable imi-
tation thereof are used in any manner whatsoever.

2.  From holding forth or stating that the defendant Most Wor=
chipful Nationa! Grand Lodge F. & A, M. Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite Masons of Maryland is a Grand
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of North Carolina, and
from using or empleoying the rituals, ceremonies, names,
insignia, embiems, badges, symbols, signs, paraphernalia
or designations of an organization of masons, and from using
or attempiing to use any of the secret work or formulas of
the plaintiff Most Waorshipful Prince Holl Grand Lodge Free
and Accepted Maszons of North Carolina, or the subordinate
lodge chartered and established under its jurisdiction.

The plaintiff also ask twenty-five thousand ($25,000) dollars for damages
sustained as a result of the wrongfu! and unlawful acts of the defendants in
holding themselves out as masons,

This case is now pending on a Demurrer which should be heard within
the next few weeks., The chairman wiil go fo Nerth Carolina and assist local
counsel when the hearing is kad,
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(9) TENNESSEE In November, 1960, the chairman of the
Commission on Clandestine Masonry learned
of the schismatic condition existing in the

_ Jurisdiction of Tennessee in which some mem~
bers of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge were "seceding" to form a "Grand Lodge"
of the ir own,

On November 17, 1960, the seceding group was incorporated as the
"Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Tennessee" and chor ter issued by the Secre-
tary of State for the State of Tennessee @nd in February, 1961, the Most Wor-
shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Tennessee brought injunction proceedings
against the "Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Tennessee, "Williom E. Woods,
Sr., and Edward E. Crawford, . . .and William Woods, Oscar Merrett, Dr,
W. M. Watson, Joe C. Bateman, Eddie Davis, H. Dave Stuart, and Herman
V. Davis, all residents of Davidson County, Tennessee. The complaint seeks
to enjoin and restrain the defendants,

"And their associates and successors and all those associated and
cooperating with them and each of them perpetual ly from carrying
on or prosecuting any work under any name or title which is sub-
stantially identical with or is o colorable imitation of the Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, F. & A. M. or Grand Lodge
of Tennessee of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons (Colored) or
the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Tennessee or any colorable
imitation of any of said names and that said injunction perpetual ly
restrain them and each of them from conducting, establishing or
mainfaining any subordinate lodges or society under said name or
names or any such name or fitle which is substantially identical
wi th or o colorable imitation of complainants' name and from
issuing and wearing emblems, badges, insignias, regalia, uniforms,
arms, designs, charms, pins, rings, buttons, etc., which in color,
etc, , are similar or a colorable imitation of the emblem, insignias,
uniforms, arms, badges, regalia adopted, used and worn by the
complainants and their associates, "

The chairman of the Commission on Bogus Masonry is assisting the attorneys
in Tennessee to have this group restrained and enjoined from operation. It is our
feeling that if a group of Prince Hall Masons secede from a regular Prince Hall
Grand Lodge and attempt to form a Grand Lodge of their own, those persons so
seceding are just as bogus as any other of the groups which we are trying to
eradicate,
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When this schismatic cordition wos called to our attention, some urged
that the Conference of Grand Masters should toke offirmative action. We
took the position, however, that the Corference had no such power or right
to interfere with the internal affairs of a Grond Lodge. We brought the matter
to the attention of the various Grand Masters and suggested that each might
take such action as they deemed expedient, Many of the Grand Masters |
wrote letters to both the Grand Lodge and the seceding groupdeploring the
fact of the schism and calling attention of the secessionists to the fact that
their actions were contrary to the principles, customs and laws of Freemasonry
and definitely put the members of the group in the role of "clandestine masons.”

(10) WASHING TON You were informed in previous reports of the
trial of the cases filed by the Prince Hall
Grand Lodge of Waoshirgion, F, & A, M.
against the Most Worshipful Universal Grand

Lodge, A. F. & A.M. and the John A, Bell Grand Lodge. The trial of these

cases consumed the greater part of two weeks and pricr to making the frip to
Seattle for the actual trial, the chairman spent several days in Seattle in
preparatiori, '

Decisions have been handed down by the Honorable Theodore S. Turner.
Copies of these decisiors have been sent fo members of this body and it would
serve no useful purpose to carry these instruments in their entirety here. How-
ever, we should like to point out some of the language of the court, viz., in
both cases (which were consolidated for trial) the court found:

", . . that the defendgnk have failed to prove any legitimate
Masonic ancestry and are noi legitimate Masons , nor entitied

to the use of the names Masons or Free and Accepted Masons,
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons , or the initials E & A. M.
or A, F. and A.M, , or any similar names or initials,"”

and,
"that the prior existence of the white Grand Lodge does not
make the plaintiff Prince Hal! Grand Lodge, or others of the
plaintiff group, clandestine or illegitimate,”

and further,

"That the plaintiffs are entitled fo a permanent injunction, and
the court does now hereby permanently enjoin and restrain the
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defendont, . . and the individual defendants nomed in the Find-
ings of Fact herein, their agents and servants and all persons
claiming to represent said so-called Grand Lodge or said indivi-
dual members and all subordinate lodges of said Grand Lodge,
and all their Chapters of Eastern Star and other associated groups,
including Scottish Rite Consistories and Shrine groups, and all
their members and successors:

(a) From establishing or conducting lodges of Masons or auxi=
liaries ther eof within the State of Washington and from using the
words, "Ancient Free and Accepted Masons ," "Free and Accepted
Masors ," "Masonic Lodge ," "Masons," "Freemafons," "Scottish
Rite Masons ," or the initials "A.F. & A.M, ," or "F. & A. M. ,"

or any colorable imitations thereof in any manner whatsoever,

(b)  From holding forth or stating that the defendant, . .is a
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons or Free and
-Accepted Masons , or a Grand Lodge of Masons, or that the sub-
ordinate lodges of said defendant are Masonic Lodges, and from
using or employing rituals, ceremonies, nomes, insignia, emblems,
badges , symbols , signs, parophernalia, or designations of an organi-
zation of Masons; ond from using or attempting to use any of the
secret work or formulos of the plaintiff, . ,or the Subordinate
Lodges chartered and estabiished under its jurisdiction, or its
Eastern Star chapters or the ir associated groups , and from using

or displaying any insignio, emblems, badges, symbols, signs and
paraphernalio of the plaintiff Grand Lodge or the Subordinate
Lodges established ond chartered by it, or its Eastern Star Chapters
or its other associated groups.

(c) From engaging in any activities, practices, usages or conduct
usually engaged in or employed by Freemasons as such, or from
holding themselves out, individually or collectively, directly or
indirectly , as a lodge or lodges of Freemasons or as members of

the Masonic Fraternity."

Interesting highlights of the evidence introduced by the defendants include
the assertion by the Universal Grand Lodge that it originated out of Hiram Grand
Lodge of California which was a John G. Jones extraction, In the trial of the
case, we brought out that he was o former member of a Prince Hall Lodge and
that he had been expelled,
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The John A. Beli Lodge, in the middie of the irial , changed its alle-
gations of legitimacy and admitted that it was illegal but made the claim
that Prince Hall Masonry was also illegitimate, This change in position
did not avail them anything because we had the deposition of Sovereign
GRand Commander George W. Crawford which set out in minute detail the
history, the legitimacy and the wide~spread influence and greatness of
Prince Hall Masonry.

Regarding the legitimacy of Prince Hal! Masonry, the language of the
court is clear: !

"Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Washington and
its Jurisdiction, F. & A. M., has established its legitimate
Masonic ancestry , fracing such ancesiry back fo the original
African Lodge No. 459 established in Boston, Massachusetts,
by charter issued in 1784 by the then Grand Lodge of England,
the mother of all existing Masonic bodies,"

The chairman of your Commission assisted in the preparation of these
cases for trial and in the frial itse!f and we are most pleased with the decision
of the court, '

CONCLUS!ON

The importance of this all-out fight o rid oursel ves of these spurious
groups which oppose us in the practice of legitimate Freemasonry cannot be
emphasized toc greafly. Just a short time ago, we were furnished with addi-
tional scandalous material which is being circulated in the State of Florida
by bogus groups. The Fitzpatrick and the Banks groups are strong in Florida
now but they can be enjoined.

The best time to move against these and any other bogus groups is at the
exact moment that they are found operating in a given area. The evil must
not be allowed to tdke root and grow and become firmly embedded and en-
trenched in a given area,

In our report here, we have pointed up only a few of the places in which
bogus masonry has reared its ugly head and where steps have been taken to
squelch the ever-rising tide. Since the inception of the Commission, there
have been other states where these bogus groups have been enjoined and
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there are still other states where it is known that bogus groups are operating
and nothing has been done. This should not be! These bogus groups
will grow in financial and numerical strength and in=-
fluence if they are not ‘stopped in their tracky."

The best plan of action is attack!

Last year, we pointed out that we had received letters from Fitzpatrick
and from Banks requesfing conferences. In our report here, we have pointed
out that Martinez is pleading to be "let alone" and in return , he will assist
us in the trial of cases against other bogus groups.

These bogus groups are crying for co-existence! But
your Commission is pledged to an all-out fight to com=-

plete annihilation, [t will carry the battle to these
spurious groups and it is only when they are completely
destroyed that the Commission will rest in its efforts,

We do not believe that our fight against these bogus groups will in any
wise offend our white brethren. It has been our experience that whenever
we have moved against these bogus groups our white brethren have been only
too willing to assist us in whatever manner possible,

: The evil that harms us and deters us also harms and
deters them|

The Commission is mok ing an effort to secure information on every known
bogus group. We want a working knowledge as to their claim to legitimate
operation and we can then find the points &t which they are most vulnerable
and more easily combat them in this fight,

The records show that many of these bogus groups are created by dema-
gogic ministers (in many instances, ministers who were unable to make a
living in organized churches) who have preyed upon the admiration of the
gullible public for the institution of masonry to foster their illegal and irra-
“tHorak. ambitions,

if we are to combat the evil of these degree peddlers for personal gain,
we must not sit supinely by and let any of these bogus groups get a foothold
in any area. There will probably always be those ameng our own ranks who
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will become disgruntled for one reason or the other who will seek to
divide our ranks and organize themselves into other would~be Grand
Lodges. The Commission is prepared for the attack.

The Commission cannot rest upon past performances. Placidity,
nonchalance and complacency have no place in the ranks of Prince Hall
Masonry. The Commission is committed fo this fight to the finish and pledges
itself not to abate its efforts until all of these pretenders == under whatever
name and wherever found == are completely annihilated, The Commission
cannot accomplish this task alone == every legitimate Mason wherever found
is called upon to unite in this effort.

The die is cast! It is an allfout fight and the Commission needs your
full cooperation and support. You have supported the effort wonderfully in
the past ~- may we count on you in the future!

Respectfully submitted,

PRINCE HALL COMMISSION ON
CLANDESTINE MASONRY

brvien 4 1020

Amos T, Hall, Chairman

A. J. Worsham, Secretary
James C. Gilliam , Treasurer
Booker T. Alexander
Willard W, Allen
George W. Crawford
John W, Dobbs
E. W. Duncan
William W. Grasty
H. A. Greenwoed
John G, Lewis
Thurgood Marshall
David Muckle
P. G. Porter




APPENDIX ONE
DEPAR TMENT OF EDUCATION

Grand Master John G. Lewis of Louisiana heads our Department of
Education and he is very ably assisted by Brother O, C.W. Taylor as Director
of Public Relations. At the convening of the Conference of Grand Masters
in Seattle, Washington in May, Brother Taylor made a report showing that
the following publicity had been given to the Prince Hall Masons within
recent years since the organization of the Department of Education:

: 1958 -~ Special article appearing in EBONY magazine on the
history of Prince Hall Masonry;

1959 -~ Personal appearance on Dave Garroway's T.V. show;

1960 -~The Shrine story told in SEPIA magazine;
Special story on the Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Prince
Hall told in SEPIA;
. Special story appearing in TONE (magazine supple-
ment serving 46 Negro newspapers in the state).

The Department of Education and the Commission on Clandestine
Masonry, pledges itself to:

Cpntinuation of the present program of carrying information and
news concerning Prince Hall Masonry in all the major publica~
tions serving Negroes. '

Securing a representative of every jurisdiction and every affi-
liated body of Prince Hall Masons to serve on the public rela-
tions committee to bring to the attention of the Commission any

and all events regarding Prince Hall masonry for distribution
and publication.

It is hoped that in the coming year we will be able to set up a work=
shops for the public relations committee to be held at the annual convening
of the Conference of Grand Masters (expenses for traveling for the repre-~
sentatives of the various jurisdictions and affiliated bodies to be borne by
that respective body).



Patronize Your Advertisers

MANHATTAN CAFE

1013 LINCOLN AVE.
Cold Beer—Wines
WILLIAM EADY—Prop.

ABLE PEST CONTROL

“Let ns exterminate your pesis”

1323%.Central Ave. Cin’ti 14, O.

R. L. Mitzhell (Salesman)
GA  1-5850

HAYES’ SUPER MARKET
518 West Liberty Street
CH 1-9227
We Deliver
Food Vouchers Accepted

WHITAKER’S
BARBER SHOP
Prompt and Expert Service
442 W. Court St. Cin’ti 3, O.
Bus. Hrs. 8 AM—7 P.M.
Closed Tuesdays

ED JOHNSON GROCERY

Self-Service
909 Foraker Ave Cin’ti 6, 0.

Free Delivery Phone AV 1-9153

WARD REALTY
RUTH JOHNSON, Saleslady
219 Hearne Ave. Cin'ti 29, O.
Office: 961-4935 Res. 281-8641

ACE HIGH CAFE
343 W. Sixth St.
Beer—Wine—Liquor—Foods
EDDIE WHEELER—Prop,
PA 1-8846

ARTOP’S DELICATESSEN

3344 Montgomery Rd.
Beer—Wine—Food

AV 1-2373

“For your complete hardware

and paint needs”

TRY RAY VINEGARS
SAV-ON
HARDWARE. PAINT, AND
SERVICE CO.

3476 Burnett Ave, Cin’ti, 0.
(Avondale) UN 1-5292

JOSEPH D. YOUNG
(Consultant)
METROPOLITAN LIFE
INSURANCE CO.

1207 Springfield Pike Cin. 15, 0.
Office: PO 1-4415 Res. KI 1-4556

CARL F. BROCK

Wholesale Fruits & Vegetables

PL 1- 8186

DUFFY’S TAVERN
Wine—Liquor—Beer
2975 Gilbert Ave. Cin'ti. O.
Open till 2:30 A.M_PL 1-9344

BYERS CAFE

Food—Beer—Wine
Open 'til 1 A.M.

OSCAR M. BYERS—Prop,

501 W. 8th St. Cin’ti, O.
PA  1-9543

JACKS

Specializing in Corn Beef
Sandwiches—Delicious Cocktails
Fine Wines & Liquors
3445 Reading Rd. at Prospect

BILLY GOODE. Prop.
TRUSSIE HILL. Mgr,

COMPLIMENTS

of

CHARLES
“BUGS” SCRUGGS

President of the Cincinnati

Business League

EDDIES BAR

3486 Reading Rd.

AV 1-9604

Cincinnati 29. Ohio

Wine—Liquors
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THE NEGRO BUSINESSMAN

SEPTEMBER

GREETINGS FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Greetings:

My sincere thauks for your
vote of confidence in my ability
to serve you. I assure you that
the duties of this office are not
taken lightly. May we have
your continued interest. your
effortss and your dedicated
pledge to make it a memorable
one.

We must not slacken our ef-
forts. Much work remains to be
done before the goals of which
we dream will be accomplished.
We have one of the greatest
storis in the world to tell, ““Eco-
nomic Independence Activates
Integration.” We must help our
business and professional friends
to better understand the pur-
pose and need of the Business
League, which when seen in
the light of our principles and
responsibilities  will result in
positive constructive action.

I want to express my appreci-
ation to the members of the
League who have contributed in
any way to our progress. Thanks
to all officers and committee-
men, It is a privilege to serve
you.

Sincerely Yours,
Charles A. Scruggs, Pres.

WELCOME SHRINERS !

The Cincinnati Business Lea-
gue welcomes the Imperial Po-
tentate, Booker Alexander, and
all members of the Shrine to
Cinzinnati for its national con-
ventio 1.

DOES THE NEGRO
BUSINESS MAN PROFIT

It was sixty-one years ago
that Booker T. Washington, first
president of the N. B. L.. sent
out a letter to Negro business-
men throughout the country
calling them to Boston, Mass., fo
convene and form the founda-
tion of an organization that
would bring Negroes engaged in
business together annually for
consultation and to secure in-
formation and inspiration from
each other

Today the same N.B.L., is
functioning throughout the coun-
try with a number of advantages
that have increased since the
League's origin with the roots of
all business potential lying in
the powerful 20 billion dollar Ne-
gro market. Even though the
Negro Businessmen have been
aware of the tremendous power
and opportunity lying in the Ne-
gro market alone, he has re-
ceived less than 10 percent. He
has failed so far to use the cor-
porate laws to their fullest ex-
tent.

Negro investors could easily
form corporations that could
compete with the giant white

(Continued On P. 2)

MEETING PRICE
COMPETITION

The question which numerous
small retailers are asking today
is, “How am I going to meet
competition from the price cut-
ters when I can’t go down to
their levels without losing mon-
eyl

One answer is: Do things bet-
ter than the other fellow. What
things? Here are ten plus-values
which help in reducing the ef-
fect of price competition:

(Continued on Page 2)

This League paper will be
mailed to 5,000 residents

of Cincinnati.

ALPHA PHI
ALPHA FRATERNITY

PRESENTS
EBONY FASHION SHOW
Fri. Nov. 10th—8:00 P.M.

AT
WITHROW HIGH SCHOOL




MEETING PRICE

(Continued from Page 1)

Specialization — In some cas-
es, distinctive merchandise and
private labels help to offset
price competition, To many
shoppers the most significant
feature of any price is the way
it compares with other prices
quoted for the same article. But
if the article you sell has dif-
ferent features — and is, in fact.
not identical with what your
competitors sell — the signifi-
cance of price comparisons can
be reduced.

Personal Salesmanship — The
human element is important too
This means doing a more ef-
fective job than your competition
on personnel selection, training,
and motivation (see Small Mar-
keters Aids No. 16, “Improving
Personal Sell in Small Busi-
ness’ ).

Timing — Doing the right
thing at the right time often
isn't easy. but it is nevertheless
important in meeting price com-
petition. For instance. you can

gain an advantage by following
weather conditions and coordin-

ating your advertising with
them. Likewise, skillful timing
of special sales can be a big
asset. Good timing helps you
avoid overstocking goods which
were once popular but which
are now meeting increasing
sales resistance. It also helps
you capitalize on new merchan-
dise coming into the market for
which strong price competition
has not yet developed

Sensitivity to Trends — Recent
trends have had great influences
on retailing; for example, inter-
est in do-it-yourself activities,

hi-fi  radio and phonograph
equipment, gardening and ama-
teur photogravhy. Watching the
trends and adapting operations
to them has paid off in many
small stores.

Prestige — Here again your
objactive is to do something the
other fellow can’t do. Partly it
is a matter of always seeking
to improve the quality and ap-
pearance of the merchandise
you stock; partly it is a matter
of working steadily to improve
the impression your store makes
on customers, Attractive dis-
play. topnotch maintenance,
good lighting. and quiet selling
conditions are also involved.
And don’'t overlook the effect of
your storefront and the “‘per-
sonality” of your advertising.
(See also Small Marketers Aids
No. 3, “Attracting Customers to
Your Small Store.”)

THE PUBLIC RELATION
AND PUBLICITY COMM.

The Public Relations and Pub-
licity Committee wishes to thank
all members for both their fi-
nancial and moral support in the
publishing of this paper,

Fred T. Suggs, Chairman

Services — Among the most
effective means of combatting
price competition are such serv-
ices as delivery, installment and
repair work, and permitting re-
turns and allowances.

Convenience — People are of-
ten willing to pay a little more
when it is easy for them to shop.
Nowadays this often means
parking facilities more than any-
thing else. A handy place to

leave the car is extremely im-
portant to most customers. In
addition. you should not ignore
the possible value of night op-
enings.

SELLING CONDITIONS —
Wdrthwhile improvements can
often be made in this area Con-
sider, for instance, extra empha-
sis on impulse selling, better
point-of-sale displays, face lift-
ing and appropriate simplified
selling techniques such as self-
service and automatic merchan-
dising.

EXPENSE CONTROL — You
may be able to find ways of
managing your costs and ex-
penses more skillfully so as to
provide larger margins. Among
the techniques to investigate are
machine operations for record-
keeping, better control of inven-
tories, and new techniques for
reducing losses from pilferage
and damage.

CONSUMER AND COMMUN-
ITY RELATIONS — This is a
combination of goodwill and cus-
tomer loyalty. effective public
relations. and the acceptance by
the business of its proper re-
sponsibilities to the community
in which it operates. The con-
cept of rendering a useful serv-
ice rather than simply making
a profit is fundamental to im-
proving consumer and commun-
ity relations.

BUSINESS MAN PROFIT
(Continued From P. 1 )

corporations that give them
their stiffest competition in the
business world The formation
of corporations by Negro busi-
nessmen would also assure them
of tapping the Negro market for
the bulk of its 20 billion dollars
spent annually,

Patronize Your Advertisers

LINCOLN HEIGHTS
FINANCE CO.

1034 Jackson St. Cin’ti 15, 0.
(Lincoln Heights)

Luther T. Lyle PRinceton 1-4011
(Manager)

Open 7 days a week

SON’S DELICATESSEN

A complete Line of

Groceries—Fruits—Vegetables

Willie Lewis Prop. PA 1-8778

WEST COLLEGE HILL
BAR AND GRILL
2040 Fifth Ave. — College Hill
Beer—Wine—Food
Open 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Tel 541-9639
J. Smith & Uncle Abe—Props.

M. & L. RECORD SHOP

—Appliances—
902 Lincoln Ave. Cin’ti 6, O.
Bus. WO 1-5531 Res. AV 1-2909
JOHN LINDSAY

PALMER VALLEY FLORIST

Funerals —Weddings —Corsages

115 N, Wayne Ave. (Lockland)
PO 1-1656

DUNCAN’S LOUNGE

3420 Burnet Ave.

Food, Liquor. Beer, Wine

SHERMAN FLORIST

“Flowers Since 1928

905 Foraker (At Gilbert)
Bus. AV 1-8305 Res. CA 1-0629

SQUARE DEAL GROCERY

233 W. Sixth St.

PA 1- 9187

WRIGHT CLEANERS
AND SHIRT LAUNDRY

3330 Montgomery Rd.
WO 1-9834

NIP MAGAZINE
1004 Chapel St.

PL 1-8400 EX 103

MAGNOLIA’S CAFE
759 W. Seventh St.

Beer—Wine—Foods
Magnolia Jackson—Prop,

PA 1-8692

BRIGGS BROTHER

Builders & General Contracters
1175 Prarie Ave. Cinti, 15, 0.

PR 1-1296

COMPLIMENTS
of
P. N. WEST
Domestic Life Insurance Co.
Res, WO 1-7215 Office: UN 1-6238

STOP IN DELICATESSEN

Groceries—Beer—Wine
3459 Burneit Ave.

PL 1-9570 open 9 am-12:30 am

SILVER FLEET CAFE
Home Cooking
Beer—Wine—Whiskey
810 W. Eighth St Cin’ti, 0.

VETS INN

Liquors

Beer

Food

SCIPIO JORDAN and
CHARLES ROSS Props.

2889 Eastern Ave.

Cincinnati, Ohio

COMPLIMENTS OF A FRIEND
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