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Other dissentients apparent-
Iy sided with Union Lodge
and ljiu-l'_\' were also P}\[!P”[’I.L
These expelled Masons
formed Hiram Grand Lodge
In 1819 and were joined by
some expelled members of
Harmony Lodge, This latter
group operated under an al-
leged warrant granted by the
Grand Lodge of Ohio (W) in T Hi"- 1_».1 i{i" TION of pow-|
1833, vbut this warrant was |op oo to any one
spurious, and the Harmony ' ic i
members had simply heen
duped to the tune of $125, the
fee for the “warrant.”
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1e meeting took place in Bos-| adherents.
This handful of survivors met
in Wilmington, Del., in 1877;
declared its organization to be
in error and irregular; as
the independence and sovereign-
|ty of Grand Lodges; and then |
|adjourned sine die. Its fir
iprinted proceedings attest
| action.
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nal was without-a sin-|
|gle constituent Grand Lodge. It|
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' The Compact was an error in
ition, government and
e ‘but for thiryy’ years|
it was a disrupting force in
Prince Hall Masonry. After its
death even it left a bitter and
\'exaiie'-H heritage, and the
next article will show it became
the fountain from which much
spurious masonry flowed.
(Continued Next Week)
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{This iz the fifth in o series of articles on PRINCE HALL
MASONRY. (All rights reserved)

CLEVELAND, Ohic—Prince Hall Grand Lodge con
tinued to be the sole grand body until 1815, In.1810,
1811 and 1813 it warranted three additional lodges in |
'_ hiladelphia under the names of Union, Laurel, and|
Phoenix. In 1815 a convention of the representatives
of the Philadelphia lodges formed the First African Inde-
pendent Grand Lodge ()f North America with Absolom
Jones as Grand Master., & ~oz =

Additional warranis were is.{John's Lodge 27 on May 20,
d by Prince Hall Grand|1848.
£ > l Newl On
‘elestial Lodge|tives
Rising Sun Lodge 3, and Hi-

[mi-rr —} all of New York,{formed !

] rork Todges|known as the M. W. I‘Dri e
‘-9(4 r;nv..fvrami Lodge _.f Ohio, F.
A, M
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\ mately
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g subordinates.
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The succeeding articles will
treat of the rise and develop-
ment of clandestine Masonry.




BDCR OF HEGRO LASONRY

by Paul L. Woed

Prinee tall, foumder ef Prince Hall Vasenry, was & Vethodist Minister, am abeliticnmist,
& civie emireprensur, and an individual ef high integrity. Fe was what 1is now termed a
radical. He advecated eitisemship for Negrees, participation in govermment, and equality
before the law, fis seal for the oducatiom of Negroes, and his petitions te the ‘mssachu-
sotis Legislature for that purpose, eaused the cpening of Bestom schoels te his people
in 1796,

Prinee Fall was bern of free parentage in Barbdades, Nritish Vest Indies, September 12,

1748, At age 17 he migrated to Peston im pursuit of his trade of leathere-making, 7ith

fourtesn other froe Yegrees he was initiated inte 'ascnry by an army ledge of a British
‘roginant stationsd in Postom Mareh 6, 1784, This greup, designated ifriean Ledge le. 1},
was authorised to woet as Masoms, Wt could met eonfer degrees, Prinee Mall's uncompre-
mising attituded tovnrd immorality is dememstrated by o phrase comtaimed in the byelaws
of Afriean Ledge Yo, 1, vhich sxecludes "all stupid Atheists and irreligious Libertines®,

A charter isesued by the Grand Ledpe of England ecnstituted Primes Hall and his brothren
inte Afriean Ledge Vo, 459, vhich was formnlly ergamiszed May 6, 1787, with Prince fall
as its Yershipful Vaster. Thig ledge was the nucleus of a group of Prinee Hall lodges
whigh, in 1791, foumded the firet Prines Hall Grand Lédge, |

History indieates that Prince Hall in the rele of Vershipful laster, and later Crand
Mastor, instilled within his Masonic eraft a semée of civie respensibility, a respeasi-
bility whieh, in the light of his astivities, he deoply felt. e velumtesred in the Ameri.
ean Reveluticmary Army in 1778,

A group of Negrees headed by a Prines Hall Masem, and comsisting primeipelly ef Prinece
Hall Masems, angswered a publie eall for assistance in earing for the strickem during the
Yollow Fever spidenie at Thiladelphie in 1793, Jehn Oreemleaf ‘hittier cited a Primce
Hall 'asenie group for erganizing a cerps of 2500 Negre velumteers which, during the Jap
of 1813, "labored two days without internission ereeting suitable defonses for the ecity
of “hiladelphia, Their labers were se faithful and officient that a vete of thanks was
tendored them by the Vigilames Committos™, The defense of Fhiladelphis was necetssary in
anticipation of a Pritish attack follewing the capture of mshingten, D C,

"iltheugh the fvaternmal fortumes of Primee Hall Mascmry have varied, the core of its
existence has mever been emtirely breached, ™he Primes Hall Cramd Masters wvhe will assemble
in this ares Vay 20 te 23, have imeculeated the heritage and traditions of Frinee Hall
Eagenry, and are dedicated to uwpheld and defend such heritage and traditiens among lasons
vherever assoubled,” said a spokesman for the Mimmeseta Prinee Hall fraternity,




From time immemorial menyfor various reasomsyhave sought

Alters of Frewumasonry, To men of all rocesyereeds and colors

Ahela t

impressive lessons taught by the Squereythe Compassgand the

Bible have been awe~ingpiring and {ranscendent,

¥while the Scusre hae influenced and regenersied the lives
snd activitice of Freamesonzythe Compass hes so elraumscribed
themethet & union or bond has welded them into a Sedality in

g v

whose hands the Holy Scriptures have been placed as a auide by

the benevolent Crestor o point oi% the wey thet leads 4o heppiness

in thic 1ife amd endleas blies in the realm of Lmmox rhallity

These factors impelled Primce Hallgour Progeniteryto

knowledge of the Mystic Art, Simge he sand his brethran 1abor 2¢d in

historie Afrdgan lodge Mumber 459 end passed on to thay undiscoverad
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who have obligated themselves to become Builderg-who have dedicated
their lshors to Mltting thameelves s living Sthues to be placed in

- i< wrd w hd

thet Trmortal Templeynot made with handsgetermal in the lleavens,

Thug-Pringe Hell Mesonmry eame to the Great North Star Stateythe

of Sky Blue Water-~llimmesocls,




Hareh ©,1775yFrince lall and fourteen other free colorsd men
were initiated as Mggoms in Boston by Amy Lodge No, 441 of the Irish
Registry, From this group African Lodge lo, 1 was organized on July Sy
1776 by enthority from the Army Lodge, March 2,1784,Prince Hall pee
titioned the Grand Iodge of Ingland for a er or Warrant,

r It wes gramted them September 20,1784 nam:m\%' Hall asg Worshipful
Magterybut this Warrent did not reach Boston until April 20,1787, Af-
rican lodge Nog 459 was constituted this Warrant liay 66,1787, In
17924 the Tumber was advenced to 370..1:Jy o ’

_ Pringe Hell gramted a Dispensation to African Lodge No, 459 of
Fhiladelphia on March20,17973this lodge was warranted June 24,1797,

Hirem Lodge at ProvideneesRhode Tgland was granted 2 Digpengation
June 10,1797 and warvamted June 25,1797, That Afidean Lodge No, 459
had authority to sel up theme lodges ghould be unguestilonedyas it wes
customery among lagons in the eighusenth cenbwry Jor lodges to set up
other lodges themselves, Egpeeially was this the case in colonial United
States, Thug Pringe Hall and hip group were merely following an estabe
lighed precedent of their time,

Thege three lodges met in general sgsumbly ot lMasonde Hall on Wabter
Street in Beston on Jume 24,1907 snd organized Afriecan Crend Lodges The
neme was chenged wo "Prinee Hall Cremd Eodgs of Boston®™ July 24,1808
and to the Pringe Hall Grend Lodge of Massaghusetts,Decamber 11,1847,

Between 1810 and 1814 Afrieam Grand Lodge establiched Union Locge,
Lourel Lodge snd Phoendx Lodge in Philedelphis, Decerber 27418l5 these
three lodges ergenized the "First Independent Afriean Crand leodge of
Pennsylvenis snd emong lodges warranted by this Grand Ledge weresCorinthe
i=m Ho, 174True Amerdicem No, 26 snd St.John's No, 27321l of thepe lodges
were warranted in 1848, in Ohio,

In the memntime frietion had srdasn among come of the Pemmglyvania
lodgeggend the warrante of Undlon lodge Noy, 1 ond Hermony Lodge Noe 5
were expelled for econtumesy smnd rebellion by the Fipst Independent Afrigcen
Grend Lodge of Pammsylvanda, IHeweveryboth of these lodges contimed to
work and through their subsequent Duncticns snd actions Hiram Grand lodge
of Perngylvania wag organized July 17,18373after twenilyyears of activity
these two Crand Lodges finslly united and formed the Crand Lodge of
Permgylvenia, Thusgthe Chio lodges vere in reality established by a
Grand Leodge whose component parts had fermerly iunciloned as separate

Grand Bodies in Penngylvernda,

The three Ohic lodees named asbove subsequently orgamized the Grand
lodge for the State of Ohle in Cineimmati,lay 241849, The first Ehi"md
Master was J.V.Stringer, The Grand Lodge of Ohio esteblished the following
lodees 1n 1sseurl during 1850 and 1854sPrinee Hall Lodge los 10,Stianuiiy
lone Stear Lodge No, 22 and MeGee Alexander No, 8 in St,louis, These
three lodges withdrew from Chio in 1865 amd orgamized a Grand lodge on
July Gy1865 kmown as the Grend Lodge of HMissourd,

The Ohdo Grand lodge established the fellowing lodges in glllinoisg
Worth Star No, 124ChicagoyC.T.Vatson No, 16 Alton, Central No, 19ySpring=
field and Freecmont No, 204Shavmeetown, On February 15,18067,delegates |
from North Star,G,T,Wateon and Central Lodges met in convention at Spring-
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fleldyI1linods,Februsry 15,1867 to organize the Grend Lodge,which v
;ﬁ.:tereg by gtﬁgthggt I:’orsﬁipful Grend Lodge of Ohio, Af‘ggr’thi WoI
8 _&end eon utions were returned to the Chio Grand lodge and oth
procedures vere conpummated requisite to establishing theif-g fh'%d fgcéﬁ,
E-le convention adjourned to meet lay 61.1867 at Springfield to hold the
ret ammual communication, Brother B.R,Rogers was elected the first
Grand lMaster,

About 1875,the Crand leodge of Missourd established the following
%giges 13’:‘1 '_:[gwazggrk 3!0.8,130 Star loe3lyDes liginesySummer No.tll,B!z}Ig\-
LingtonsGolden Star Ne,80,Ottumwaysnd John GeJones 110491,

Thege 135@7@5 operated Under Lﬁseoat’lri ts ,ju:mai.ﬁcﬂ‘.:'.emi uﬁtiiciggfi%hgéuggﬁ'
formed "African Grand Lodge of Iowal,

i "Hirem Grand lodge of Iowa" wag formed August 26,1884 the foll
ing lo@ges,whg_ ackowledged alleglance to the CGrand Lodge of 1ssourd: 163
Clark To,GyDav sllorth.Stear No.31lyDes MoinesySims No,50,0skaloosa,
Star NoetlyK Reed 10,70y Red Onkyliount Olive NoeB86,Cedar Rapids,

and Cedar Crove U,D,9Cedar Grove, ;

Confusion, strife and bitterfifellipes reigned during the struggle
for Magomic supremacy by the two rival Grand bodies, cangunder Greand
laster C.HeClagget and Hiremyunder Grend Mastery Alexsander Clark
met in Des Moines in 1887 in convention =amd consolidated as the "lost
Worshipful United Grend Lodge of TowayiA.F, & A,M," Brother Ceorge I,
Clagget was the firegt Crand Master, This congolidation therefore brought
peagegharmony and love to the troubled Hasonie waters of this great State,

The varioug lodges in limmesota,prior te the formation of a Grand
Lodgegywere insti,tuteﬁ by the Grand lodges of IssourdyIllinois,and Iowa,
Thusgthe writeryhas attempted to point out in the brief Masondle histor-
ies 3f our lothér Jurisdictions hereinbefore pregentedythat Magonry o=

mong men of coler in Mimnesota reveals an unquesiionelitegunbroken des=
gent from Africen Lodge Nol,459 of Bostongliassachuseiis,

Efforte to orgenize a Masonde lodge among Negroes residing in St,
Peul were evident as early as 1866 orypossibly even earlier, Brother S,
Joseph Farr of North Star lodge No,12 of Chieagoswhich at that time was
under the jurisdiction of Ohiogwas the leading fig;ure in this lisgonie
movement in Minmnesota,

Brother Farr ealled the first meeting in Andrews Barber Shop on
Third Streetybetween Cedar amd lHmmesota Strects, It is sald that a
depensation was sought from the new Gramd Lodge of 14 ssourlysinee this
was the nesrest Grand Body end the eaglest to reach, At that time,the
prineipel mode of travid wes the steamboat, These boats plied bekween
St.Paml and Ste.loulsswhich weme both river towns, The Grand liagter of
55 § fpoddiharin ckadbemabiliun,of St.louls gremted the IMinmesota
g-oup a dispensation, On Saturdsy ﬁugus‘b 4418664 Brother Moseg Dickson,
Grend Leeturer of Himmdhml,lidcsourl came 40 S’a.f)wl and established
Pioneer Lodge U,D, The formalities of o zetion were carried out in
en office 'ouilding gt Third end larket eets, The officers and mem-
bers weresS.Joseph Farr,W,M,3William A,CGriffing,S,V,jleracl CrosbyydeVes
Edmund James,i‘reamrer;‘.’e.‘homas Jagkson,y SecretarygyRobert BruceySeDey
David Edwardsed Dq(}eorge B,Williemey Se5e g Frank Crewfordyd o SegHenry Hewe
kingsyTyler, andl Tewils Pierson, The total mémbership was eleven,

The Grand Iodge of Missouri held a Speeial Commmunieation on Decem~
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ber 20 2232 Warrenbd was granted to : 16 was i

gigned mumber, The Cormitte?cn m.spengiggggr i%o 1 g rslt}go;tvgg“ Iggga%f-
ver 2lsrecommended a Varrant,which was approved, Brother Moses Dickson
was recognized ag the proxy representative ofe.%ioneer Lodge and Brother
FParr was gppointed the Distriet Deputy Gramd Master, The officers of
the UgD, Lodge beecame the charter offisers of Pioneer 110,5,

Sk Thﬁ fjfoceefiin\i;s gg G;hib Figrt Anmal Communigation of the Grand
odge of Msgourd in showed ne report of offigers and members of
Fioncer J‘;gugc 0,6 but this itwm asppears in the printgd 1ecordy "0
ca::.}red of Piomeer ledgeyJune &th,$60 for Warrant¥, Howeveryin 1868 and
in the ensuing yearsya conplcte list of offigers and members of this
lodge appeay's,

During 1868, sevious differences betwien the members of Plonecer
wers revealed, The Vorshipful lMaster and Senior Werden were open in
their objsetion 1o one brother suwong the membership,who waz a giloons
keeper, ATter a heclie meetingythe llaster refused '!:.5 dpen the lodgs
agein, Thereforeyon londay March 1y18C0,chhrges were preferred against
Brothers Farr and Bruee, The Grand laster of Migsourd came to St.Paul
and sugpended these two brothersyvhe were Worshiful Master and Senlor
wWarden regpeetively, They were sugpended on Wednes« Hargh 243a speeial
election wag held on Tuesdsy March 30 smd the following brothers were
elegtediCeorge B,WilliamgpyW,l,3Thomas A,JackeongS,VejVele Griffingd,W,

Zarly in 1885 the Missouri charter was surrendered, Omn Friday liay
20,1885y Pioneer received a charter from Afwigan Grand Ledge of Iowa and
wae mmbered 12, With this mmberyPioncer continued ite progressive exe
istence imitil the formation of the Crand lodge of liimmesota,

e Piweaadigrafher the founding of Pioncerythe second lodge among
tHmepota men of color was organized in Mimmeapolisyvhen on Tuesday,
Septamber 5,1871 a digpensation was granted by Nrother Alexander Clark,
of Jmegating TowmyCrand Master of Idssouri sad Jerisdiction, Drother
Clerk visited Picnecr lodge officially on Thursdey Seplember 7,1871yand
evidently it wes cduring the peftod of this vislt that he instituted the
body kuown as J,K,Hilyard Lodge UsD Ibs cherter was greanbed Tuesdayy
July 24,1872 end the rmmber was 38, Sftieers weras BeCoYangeyy\Vally§ Dol
LewiggCaWegReSabetilenyds s

Tn 1882,the Mdssouri Varrent was surrendered end Brother John Page,

Grand Master of Afrigsm Crand lLodge of lowa granmted a digpengation on
Saturdey April 15,1882 end the lodge was werrenyed muber &

liondayy Auguat 16,1886!1‘&-:{0&11 Grend Lodge of Iowa dispensaled

Anchor Lodge of limneSpollizbut it was nel umtdl the union of the two
Towa G 3 ledg £ ¥ 2 7a mied, A warranied fume
Towa Creand lodges thet a Warrsmt was lssued, Anchor was warramied U

ber 14 on Friday,duly 154887, Gffleers in 1386 and 1887 weres i, Hljyrick,
WeliggCharles FoDavisg SeWegGeorge WeBoldenyde'e

ey 12 T4 1 Lodee and ! : idatedyteking the
Uay 12,1901,Hilyard Lodge and Anchor lodge conselidat Z. 7
name ",ﬂnc?wg-ifilgkard » The Grand Mester of the then orgenlze z-;-imma?ta
Grand Lodge wes a metnber of this new lodge hinmgeld, The Warrant was ib=
sued on Tuesdeysliugust 20,1201

villiem Stevens lodge was organdized in St.Paul on Iiozﬁay,pecag‘ber
11,1882 under authority of & dispensation gremted by f}ra;;ﬂ lagter Robert
Oe th of Mssourdi. It was warranied Wednesdsy Mgust 2241883, The of=




Page 4

ﬁcws’UOD.,V‘IerezAlﬁEd Robinsone V.M. e Charles Lazenbe S W.sJohn A
JacekonyJ,W, It was assigned mum er m, Ty oeVin} -

In 1889 dissension arose and more than fifty members withdrew, T
brothers then applied to Grand Master Thomas Eﬁni{h of Iﬁir;ogsﬁgg.aggff
rent, He issued a dispensation on June 12,1889 and appointed William H,
Stevens the Distriet Deputy CGremd Master, In 1891 the name of this lodge
was changed to limmesota Lodge No, 1138, The officers weres Chardés liorgan,
Wellygimammel FordyS,V,jWade Hampton J,V, :

iay 18, l%lf)mme&ota Lodge No, 113yliissourd Jurisdictionysurrendered
its warrent end beczme & part of Pioneer Lodgesas did William Stevens
lodge No, 113,I1linois Jurisdiction,

In 18004William StevensyDeDeGellggunder Grand Master Smith of Illinoig
organized Doriec lodge No, 45 in mlu‘t.ﬁ_,minnesota with fourteen charter
members, Dispengatlion was gramted October 8 and on October 11,1890 a walrw
rent weas grented, The three prineipal officers were: William ﬁrya:rt,i‘f.}:.;
EsToRhoneySaWegJdoln Simmongyd W,

. On Saturdsy August 12,1893,Brother Harvey Houstonsa Pegt lMaster of
Prince Hall lodge No, 1 Est.l,oui?s,acting as the rMMgcmf the

Crand Magter of !‘-‘-‘fissmn'}. orgenized a lodge knowvn as Perfect Aghler in
Pioneer Hall, He had oonferred the laster Mason degree upon Bro, Charles
Robingon and had healed Bro, Thomasg lggles of St.Cyprian Lodge of Plttsbupg,
The first officers weresGeorge DucketlyV,M,3Thomas :ylegyS,VegWilliam B,
ElliotyeJd,We The Missouri Grand Lodge issued a warrant to this lodge ab
Kemgas City on Auguet 15,1802 and it was mmbered 148,

In secordance with a reseclution adopted by each of the seversk chare
tered lodges in Mimmegotaydelegates from five lodges met in the lodge room
of Piomeer lodge Vo, 1240m Thursday August 16,1394 to take such meagures ag
were negessary to form a Grand lLodge among Negro lasons,

The copwention was ealled to order by Bro, E.H,Hamilton of J K Hilw
yard Lodge No, € of limmeapolis,viho presidedyThomes Lylce was appointed
Preeident and L,F,De Lyonssthe Seeretary, Credentials were agresented b,
the following delegates,who were received ag regular delegates to the Cone
ventionshaving power from their geveral lodges to form & Grand Lodge of
Free Maososn within the Steate of Nimnegots,if deemed expedienty

Pioncer lodge 10,12y StePaulmiosevh AdemsyVell, jdames Voodforky SeWe}
L.F.De Lyons.proxy for the J,V, R &
Yo Mirmesota Lodge o, 113,St.Pank-Da:ﬁe1 Roy,r-i.l-;.;'.:.Charleston,S.w.;
George Taborgdel i
Perfeot’ Athler Lodge No,148gSt,PauleGeorge DucketbyWollejTollLiylesySsh
QoD Howerdgd o ¥ e as i) s
¥y stevens Lodge Wo.41 St.Paul~V,H,StevensyW,l,jWilliam CookySelie}

'y T
.{.-.?.ﬂ.

Wade Hanptonyproxy for the J,W
$2ea 1o N

J o KeHILY: dge No,0yilimmeapolio=E,HHamiltongells s Samuel Davidson,

roxy o1 S.Veldelnliealyd VW
’ xyDoric I;oagge I-&‘é.é&,hﬁ.ﬂ%h—iﬂ.?.;%one,li’.l-.:.,who had the proxy of his

. 106{‘33.

James Woodfork ofm the following resolutiongwhich was unanimous-
1y adopted by the Conventionm: :

nesolveds That it 4e the deliberate opinion of thels convention that
the permenent ggod of Magonry demsnds the g‘omatlon of a Crand Lodge for




Minnesota,

Bro, Jameg Woodfork of Ploncer lLodge No.l2¢St.Paul. then offered the
follewing resolutionywhich was unanimously adopteds

E ResolvedyThat we proeceed to the preliminaries for the formation of
e Er'sznd iogige,b}'{‘an gppointment of a committiee to draft a Constitution
and Regulationg for the glvermment thereofyand fhat gaid commdittee b
quested to report to this eonvention at eig’;ht o'elock this eveit{igg. ool

LTi:e Presig.errt of ihe convention then appointed Jameg Woodfork,Pion-
eer Lodge No,llytl,Panly i, T,RhoneyDoric Lodge 10e45y Duluthy LelyHamllton
JeKeHilyard ioége I'-!Fo.a, .'_i;mf’aapoligs,ﬁeorge IJucket{,P%r:f‘ect ele;—zr Lodge v
oo 1484 StePanlgDeniel Royyliimnesota Lodge No, .Paul_?Louis De_Lyong,
StePaulgsuch cormitlos,

the 16th
Thursday evening/at elght o'eleck,in August of the year 1894,the
delegetes to the convention mel pursuant to adjourmment,when sm Occaslional
Lodge was opened in the third degreeyin due and anelent form,

P,y TaHe lyles agting as W,li,

Polis Joseph Adems acting as8 S.%s
Pelly Daniel Roy aeting as J.V,
Broe.l.F.De Lyons acting as Seereiary
Polly George W,Palterson acting as Treagurer
Bro, George Duckett acting as

Bro, E.,T,Rhone acting as Je«D

Bro., Andrewsdsckeson agting as Tyler

The roll was then galled, Each delegate was present, The committee
appointed to draft & Constitution and Regulations reported as followss
To the Magonie Conventiohynow Sitting in the City of St,Paul Tor the
purpose of forming "The Crand Lodge for the State of lMimmegota: -
The undersigned commitieegeppointed on the forenocon ef the 1l6th inst,
o draft a Constitdtion for the government of gald Grand Ledgeyrespestiuld]
iy beg leave to submitethe following reports
(cigned) James WoodforksStePaul
e TeRhoney Diilu
B.II..T:Imnil%on,LEirmeanolis
Daniel RoyyStePanl

Louils F,De I.yoml‘-}t.?ml
Ste Panilyllinm, g Atg, 1691894, TeHeliylegySteP

}_,J. D.

With the follovﬁn}; preamblﬁ%mﬁe,a gorrdtiee of five in convertion

agsembledyin order to n_a perreet union,esteblieh orderyinsure tran-
quillity,provide for thd promote the general welfere of the erafiyand
secure to the fraternity within the State of I‘ﬁmes:“b&. the glesshlgvgl of
mesonie vileges,do herein compile for your ingpection anc appro

the follgf:?ing ans%itution and Bg-Lmﬂ,tie convention adopted a Consti-
tution of twelve articles and fifteen by~lewsywhich are set forth in
their entirety in the Proceedings of the I‘irs% Conmunication of the Con=

vention and Grand Lodge of lMimmegota,

This original Constitution and Sy-Lowe has been the basis for the
rules and regulations governing the Prinece Hall Craff throughout its
PifLy eight yeers of existence in Minnesotaytims menifesting tribute
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On Qetobe 1(319151

ober lG,aeting upon the invitation of He pelatio
an organization formed % jggnt membership ozf?' gerggégnﬁxslia&%rﬂme 1%0.2:
F & Aiggllare Lodge No,2202yGUU4040f O,F,4Grand lMaster Hupon SheltonySr
arrenged to lay the corner stone of their bullding,Union Hallyin S't:}’aui.
The Craft formed in progession at lasonie Hall,marched to Unlon Hallsand
because of extremely cold weather,laid the stoﬁe, consecrated it and then
repaired to St.James Churchyvhere the exereises were coneluded in a solemn,
and distimmtive mammer, P,G,l, Morris was the Gramd Orator of the day,

The year 191§gwas indieated by Grand Master SheltMr as being the
half eent mark singce the establishment of the first Masonic lodge o=
mong men of color in Mimmegota,which was Ploneer No.5, He gave eredit to
the Grand Seeret Bro.George Hogges for making the first efforts to pree
pare a written higtory of the Juriediction,trmough the researches he was
making among lasonle documents and records,

) The Grand Master stated that the Jurisdietion was ghov progress
in spirityfinanceyworky,smd ewnerghip of property, Twellodgesyin factywere
then realty owners (i.e, No,l had Pioncer Hall and No.4 was part owner of
Union Hall), The Magoniec Jurisdiction then. consisted of a memberghip of
twe hundred fifty four brothers,

Affiliation with the International Conference of Grand Masters and
Grand Seeretaries was begun in 1917, Brother Ceorge Hosge was then Grand
lagter, He stated that the Grand lMagters® Council had for r_%}s prmgdwxh
poseé "the gathering smd diffusion of lNasonie knewledge," This afforded
verioueg Jjurisdictions en excellent oppertuniity teo rﬁ&ther anrmally to pure
gue this objective and standardize our lasonde work and procedures,

gy T TN

Furtheryduring 1217 and 1018,under Grand Master Hoage, SV

immovations were established in our work,A "Wardens' Proficiency 'T's;t"
wag created for Wardems to test thelr fitness for advaneing 1o the Vorw
iedisihidr: o new Rituel "Acimmos fgfiphr" was adopted for use

T ogwh or o 52 :
lodges anc Lo be bought through the offiee of Gremd Seeretaryja
card index system,inculeating the Masonic Hist@wy of every member of the
Jurisdiction was likewlise instituted, These progressive measures,no %oubt,
diabusaiablich Prinee Hall lMaso in Mmesota on a oUne
g6 us in the forefront smong Grand Lodges throughout the

United Stawee,

During this periodyin vhich World War I was being wage itra impaet
wes felt by our lodges, Membership smd finsnces were affect The bur-
den of war was felt by the Masonie family as well ag by other institutions
in our Natiomal lIife, Yet our higtory reveals thraﬁ f:g;iinﬁd 1213;
dership and a constant,stable meuwbersghip in both the G ge & e
subordinate lodges,our’maaonic institution pursued a steadyyconsistent
courge during this bitterywar-scarred epoch,

In 1922,Crand Magter Hdward Thomas recomaended that the office of the
Crand Lecturer become an elective office and that the historieal data gow
thered by PaGeli, Sherwood and collaborated by P,Sslwlioage Sr.gbe approve
ed and printed in the next Proceedings, This Wiandembaiirifigs lell lasons
had their firgt historical record, As to the offlece of Gramd Lecturer,liro,
Sherwood became the first eliehtedcotidecificer of the Himmesota Greand Lodge,




™ ]

officers weresi, A,ColeylV,lyqd0hn HealyySelleged ol Vo L

I pSeWegEed sHenryyd o We In the interim
before the warrant was gr edz.six more broghers weve made Magoma in this
lodge which was known &8 Regentywhen warranted, It became mmber S,

-
Qvﬁf‘_ In 1924,Crand Magter Valker Willlams reported that there wastaanum-
& ber of young men in St,Paul interested in beconing lMasons, He further
stated that the Vational Compact Masons were trying to recrult these men,
and thatyin the name of progress for the Jurisdietionyhe desired to form
them into a lodge, He reported that he had {ried to get them into the two
lodges in St.Fanlyout withouprsuccess, Therefore exercising his DgTem
tive to make Wagonus at sightgon Sunday May 25419244the Grand I-;-Iasger with
the assistamee of Plonesr and AnchoreHilyard Lodgesemade twenty three men
lagons in Pionecer Hall, He organized them into & lodge kmown ag HurekayU,
Charter officers wereiOliver TayloryW,li,yWilbur Williangy SyVegdomes Lee,
JeWe Memberc of all lodges were invited Lo partieipate in ¥ 1% estabe
1ishment of one more lodge in the ithmesota Jurlsdietion, On August 20,
19244 the Crand lodge warranted this lodge as Bureka No, S, The total meme
gegg’g.;s.‘p of the Jurisdiction at this time was four hundred thifivEliThyethree
enbers,

Tn 1994,Crend Yagter V.T.Frencls received a requesi from eleven liag=
ter lasons in Minneapolis to form a new lodge in that eity. On Tuesday
Febelg 1525, 000, Francis visited AncherwFilyard lodge and submitied the
matter of the petition to its members, They approved and forthwithythe
Grand lagter granted & dispensgation for the new lodge to be known a8
Palestine U,D, The firet officers werjChester JokmsonyW,ll,,Clyde Allen,
SeWegEeToComleyydaWe On August 19,1925y the Crand lodge chartered the naw
umdt as Palestine No, 7.after the Grand Magter had stated that ngince
ite orgemization the afi’aira of thig lodge have been so condueted ag %o
merit favorsble consideration st your hande and thelr request for a pers
menent ehagtey sheould be gramiady"

On December 11, 19:-34.,7{:-mmc1 Master Fromels deputized PGl Williams
dedicate Burcka Ne, € and install its offieers, Bro, Freneis reported that
this work was ecomendably done on Thursday December 13, 1924,

A Mogonic perf@dical "Anchor Hilyard Trowel" eppeared in lMimmespolis
in 19294, P,G.}, Bédward R,Themas was the publisher and editor, Grand laster
Frenels cormented theat “1*!:. s ull of interesting Masonie matier and
opens sn averme of helgf’ul ingtruction and communieation among the brethe
ren of the fraternity,’

Pursuant to en adopted recummendation of P,C,M, George Hoage in 1920,
nthat the Grend Leodge encoursge amd support the ladies of the Order of
the Eastern Star in esteblishing a Grand Chapter 0,E,S, in linmesota",
Grend Macter Freneie appointed a Commiggion of Last grand maghers which
labored diligently amd effectively, On Sunday May 81,1926 in Union Hall,
StePaulyliirmesoteythe Crand Chepher OoZsSe for ¥rnesota smd Jurdsdiction,
was ectablished, This adoptive body of the Crand lLodge was composed of T
four ehapters of ladies besring Hagonie relationshipete Prinee Hall lia
conBe There were,of courseythe contemorary obj ections and dissensions
ineident to the creation of this Crand Charbor,whtdh =re related in the
i story of the Hastern Ster in Idimmesota, These faclors servedy however,
to undify end inspire both Magonic bodies in IHmmesota,

The Grand Lodge changed its meme in 1987,upon recommendation of
Gremd Master Johm Dillinghsm, His resolption stated “That?this Grand
lodge,so organized in 1894,shall be sty ed and knowh by the name of {he
Yost Worshipful Grend Lodge of Free and ‘eccepted lagons of linnesota
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and its Masonile Jurisdiction,yPrinece Hall Affiliation,"

In hie report to the thirty-third anmual commmnication of the Crand
ch;geaﬂirand lMagter Dillinghem stated that in Iarch of 1927 he had re=- 5
ceived a petition from a Ilir,Robert Tate of Fergus Fallgyllinnegota 1o es=
teblieh a lagonie lodge there, He had algo recelved a petition from
DeDeGoelis Oliver Taylor and six other ZbgRaul ilasons to organize in this
northern Minnegota town, On larch 20yBrother Dillingham went to Fergus
Fallgywhere he initiatedypassed and Paised eight brothers and appointed
Brother Miner Andergon the Worshipful Master, The lodge was placed une
der dispensation as Jethro Lodge U,D, After meeting all prerequisites
this lodge beesme pumber 8 on the lMimmegota roster, Their warrant was
granted August 22,1998, their first Sender end Junlior Vardens were Virgil
Anderson and Frenk Pennick regpectively,

1929 found Jethro Lodge Y08 not progressing well, Lack of potent-
ial material stunted its growlhjsome o% tﬁe members had lost thelr en~
ployment snd had had to depart for other plageg, In his anmuel addressy
Brother Dillindham stebed that he and geveral other Grand offigers had
visited in Ferous Fellsgthey had been most hospliably received end en=-
tertained sumptuously, This responglbilityshoweverywas upon the ghouldw
ers of & very small rueleus of brothers,whe 2ld have secure auployment,
and were tryving to waintain the activiiy in Jethro. Grend Magter Dillinge
hem revorted that an era of umenployment was generel threughout the Unie
ted Statesyand that Negroes were Deglmbige be sorely affected, the Greal
Depreselon had begn to cest ile owinous shadow upon our fair land,

Thepe were four hundred end mdne merbers in the 4 mesoba Juris-
diction at this time,

Tn Wovember 1929,Brother Dillingham ststed that he had received a
letter fron & Prother T,1,Coldem,Seeretary of Pride of Alberia lodge at
Edmontong Albertay Conadigeivigh was then undey Jurigdietion of the state
of Weshingion,tut desirel to tramsfer {0 the Himeseta Juri sddction,Afe
ter several sich erfortes on thelr pastyBrother Dillinghem expressed the
feeling that some action should be teken, He stated thaty"l remember have
ing received o letter from them some two years agogand at that time I
wrote the Grand Hagter of the VWashington Juri sdiction end agked him if
there wae auy reagon way thls lodge should not leave his jurisdiction,
Recelving ne reply I did mot angwer the lodgze,but in the letter referred
to they seemed very anxious to tramnsfer and were wllling to pay all of
their indebtedness to the Washington Jurisdfetion smd esk for rellef, I
know no reagon why & lodge has nat the same right in an unorganized Lerw
ritory to ask for end receivewiiBimeleBscythe same as an indlvidual la~
gon may ask for and receive withoul question hig demit from 2 subordinate
ladee, I informed the lodge thaty,if they would meect the requirenente,l
would grami thea a charter,”

The conditions having been metyon Decamber 31,1928,Brother Dillinghem
accepted the lodge and ordered a charber be delivered 1@ them, He depu-
tizgg Past Master 11,G.Jackson to install the ofificers, Later Brother
Dillinghem grented them dispensation to meet on the ground floor of a
buildine which they znd the Order of the Zagtern Star had pmrchased and
were remodeling into a Megonie Temple, Their finamcisl situation seeméd
sound enough 10 warrent this,end 1% was the preyer of the Jurisdiction
that Pride of Alberta would not become burdened with properiys

Thelr first officers Were:Drele s Cobbe, i, sHarry CobbeyS,Wegilell,
Hemilitongds"s
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A% the STth_Pa.mmal commnication of the Gramd Lodgeythe Grand lage
ter:-‘iﬁi"—‘c George Jolmsengreported on the sondition of the Craft in onie
nous termis, The depresgion was g&igﬁng a nobe C ~ mnon the net .

L 3 8 J : vent gresp upon the nation
ﬁxemrplo;nent was wide~opread, Many meambers were suspended for dues dom
s _ - - dge meuberghip, The total

membership of the Jurisddetion in 1921 was 270 members,

The gituation was graver at the next aumal commndcatidn, Several
1;,\..:-_;1\.:-;“*..;:;'-; edperdencing Alflicully with property that had been purche
ased, Assegsments upon the members by the subordinate bodies were rendere

4 . o i e T o - - A - - -
ing m BTl Le consuituentssloss of employment weant the Inability
Lo pay dues or assessments with colisequent losg of fundgyproperty,and
ot . IR ! b R 2
IMELDETS,

Brothey Jolmgon sppealed to the Gramd Ilodge Lo exercise ey prars
ogative to hold the lodzes intaetyto granl charity to themgand %0 encoure
age the lodgesyin ¢ to be charitable to brothersyswho were unable to
meet thelr Tinsmeial obligations, He staledy"the gtrong should help thase

1

who are Juak,”

Gremd lMasier George Johpson recommended that Jellmo o, 8 swxrender
its charteryas the colored eltizens in Fergus Falls were very seriously
affectedyand Jethrots membership was deelining repldly, It was in August,
19344 howbverybefore the warrant was finally taken up by Grend Hester Ches-
ter Johnson. ¢ethrets mambershlp thon consisted of one,

Bro. Chester Jolnson related ahat he visited Dorig Lodge ia Duluth
August 441934, There were thres active members there at ‘:.'.'1:.‘% tineywho re~
quested surrendering thelr charier and placing thedr memberghlp In Twin
Gity lodwes, Upon Gramd Magter Chester Jolmson's recommendation Dordelts
charter was recalileds'until such iinme as thuy might be in posiidcon 40 con=
tinue thelr lobor,thén the warrent ean bz retwrmed o Dorig without chare
ges for a new one,"

The Jurisdietion regretted these lucidents, The loss of vhese lodges
vas keenly felt, The Jurisprudenge Comxittes reporbedy it grieves us W
loge thegdiammmbers of this too emall familysand we are desply toiehed Do
cause of the homelegs plight of thooe 1333,512@&:-?(: brebthranywho &0 nobly

stbod by until hope was uo longer a virtue, We would have our orﬁzﬁzation

opencd as easily and as widely as poseible to Lhese unfortumate Iralers,”
subsequeht leglglation favorable o these expresslons g::'a«m;g:‘dqI '_}lze px_l-o;ier
fraternal eharity and protection to the Lrelhers of Fergus Falis @MC K=
Iutle

The influenee of diverse federsl alds and projects tended Lo stable
1ize the plight of our lodges by 1236, The Twin A%y boddes Aed maintained
their existence,bul the loss of properiy had Deeny pivaely chslelacd

Uay 2441936 found suffigionto bréthers in Duluth 1o restore the charw=
ter to Dordie No, 3. Great rejoieing and grateful prayers to the Deity age
companied this notable event,

pride of Alberta No, 9 snd Burcka No, Gyhoweverywere beset with probe
lems and intermml difficulties, Cur Grand lodge records ¢ not indicate
when Pride of Alberta lodge surrendered its cherfer but its last repori
to the Grand lodge wag made to the 44th ammal communication in 1928, Fu=

reka functioned fﬁg@uﬁwemm.
A magnsmimous sction provided a very progre ssiveylumene project in




1932 vhen Grand Master George Johnson proposed that the Grend Lodge
agsume gome ree ,on:,ib.i_litzew outgide its immediate membership, He gtated
t'.hat,L guch is not the s"n.r'i't, of fratern a.l orr,a_‘rr?..,mu“' ons, While ”eaL‘Lizln(g'
our limited vzeﬂn&%l“ feel that we should do so methingybe it ever so small
in the interest of racial u*ﬂif‘t. " He succe amlly z'ecorm:‘{.nm.u that sufe
i‘mmgt money be gppropriated to send at leust one Boy Seout amd one
Camp Fire Girl Yo the 1933 Summer Camps of these respec'c.ive groups for
at leagt one week,

The Summer Camp Commitiee,which had been subsequently @.3}?‘3113"-‘59@’1‘0-
ported to the 1 33 session that the figure \-'"s too high to send only on
seout and ome Camp Fire Girl, But thet through information firom liss ‘;.
-;"ez*t.mm Brovn of Phyllis “im:tley Housgythe Grand lodge could send seve
eral boyes and girls to ecamp Lor two doilérsg per week ne.e individual, Co-
SOqu“‘bl} three ¢hildren from each of the Twin Cities were sent to cam
Prerequislte medieal ezaminations were donated by the '.mutlc,y talf in
Hmeapolis emd VY DredWeCrump in St.Panl,

. Children mcl’;GCt&Z were from families of limited mesmssell were girls,
the Conmitite: siatedjthsy had been uasble to £find a boy ner could they
locate 0125-3—;“?11 of Vasonde peremta NG S0 IS AT VIR, R
made to do e

924 gix dldren were again sent to Phyllis Wheatley Camp, Three
were of lcgonie parentage,

o gZrowth and ,u_".n guh of the Urand Lodge,the obliteration
laagent dlssensions suong proninexmt meubers of the Crafy
vhaening of ,.:ve ;,olvrﬂxr'y of the Burial Reliel Fund eecupied

the derms & GEEDOX S Wie Sagaclityst 1@ nadon snd tas ‘JL;”J{,':' oF the

Grand I_fas'rcr,.,,- 710 ogoupied the Grand J‘:, fram 1838 & 1944,

&
Ransomn
scwc i"l "‘ and l_:_ 2 -ol.ux.er_ ‘J;y' '.-,:.m+.1er r.,lca..ue H .UV,J':’, in 1940 and

1841, ?31‘01‘;11{: r Heglor Suater eame 40 the Grand Zasy ;:;'i, the Leginming of

World War IT 1542, RBrobher Ceorge lHoageyfr, was ageln elscted to the

4 - - “r s, +iB v ¥ K & " A e wornas
Crend Master'ts offiece in 15438 gnd 1944,

In 1942 Perfeet Aghlar Todge No, 4 made a eash purchase and ranole
eled a building on «t._ won; \vemue in StePal to provids a heme i

-

the HMagonde hodles,

Grand Mests: ,_o_»»e?nh. nd geve
Lodge Yo, in 1843 to invasti U“‘t.e: ¢
thelr few faithful rg could see |
deelded thst i waerant De "191
cm‘t“‘ia"‘tes mre *m,n to ‘*.11 others in ;,,o
joined either Yo, 1 or Nos 4, ‘:'L 1 of thedr as ..»t** wer
debtedness pald,and all funds rems ‘nin{, were plaged in thﬁ ”‘merz.l fund
of the Grend Lodge, The Jurdsdiction regrelied losing ano thér subordis

nete unit,

The Golden Anniversary of the Ilmmesota Girand Lodge~Iifly years of
existence ag a Grand ‘-Joay«-w"r spprovristely *c,lal)“qted with valuable
asslstanec from the Order of Jtm '1'25::..;{.-1. Ster in August 1944, A stimie
lating program wag conducted at Pilgrim Beptist Church, Tn th..s program
teab*‘*-omf was glven to the ..;t.c"'hm; leaders! m) the quality of membere

ino, and the construetiveyprogreseive labor,as g of the Craft in
the North Star State, A mb;:tunuial niche had bum cc**'ved for Mdimmesotia
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Wasone emong the Prinee lall Gramd Lodges of thie nation,

= The administrations of CGrand Master Lawrenece Tarver in 1945 and 1946
found peage :nd harmony throughout the Jurisdiction and wholesome relos
tiong exlsting between lirmegota and the liagonle Vorld, Among other things
Brother Tarver recormended smd the Grend Lodge approved and made plamns to .
greate a Scholarghip Fund from which scholarghips would be glven o worthy
boye or girls, The lMagonie Purlal Serviee was standeddized through recom
mendation of the Gramnd Lecturer,Brother John HickmanyJr, \

Grend Megter Charles Doty has served the Jurl sdietion diligently end
well ©rom 1947 to the present time, Veyas comtemporary members gi‘ th'é .
Oraft have been a part of the growth and progress of the past decade, It

remaing for the Fates of History to inseribe our record en the Tablets of
the Future,

To be m‘oedﬁ}m&-sever sre many current contributions that Crend Master
Doty hag glven the Jwia%ic‘oion. Our poeition in the Grand Hagters? Conwe
ference hag been evident through his anmal attendange ab their gessiong,

Attempte have been made to stabilize and enlarge our Burial Rellef
Fundgour dues eards have been revised to provide a stendard card conmens
supate with Prince Hall Jurdisdictions, A Publle Memorial Serviece preceds
ing the gitting of the Grand Lodge, solamly and gpiritually tenders re-
speet to the memory of departed brethren, The observance of Prinee Hall
Day in September of each year 1ls am eloquent gesture to utter hymms of
i}zt'o:xlisc, end thankeglving to the Deity in behalf of our Founder and Progen=

®

Berly in 1060,Crand Master Doty had recelved letters and petitlons
from a group of irreguler Masonic brethren living in Sioux FallgySouth
Dakota, They degired regular affiliation with the Mmegota Dody, Inves=
tigation revealed that they had made no petitions to other Prince Hall
Bodies, Their mmber was small,but thelr preyer was fervent and thelr
hopes were courageous,

On Tuesday May 80,1960,Brother Doty wiith seventeen ™rin City Masong
journcyed to Sloux Falls vhere he opened an Occaglonal Lodge and entered,
passedgand relsed seven hrothers to the sublime degree of laster liasons,

several Bastern Star sisterg led by Past Creamd Hatron Edna Lindsey
accompemied the brothers in the interest of establisghing the Order of the
nestern Star among the female relatlves of the aioux Falls groupe HSWFVEY,
the Ordey hag not yet been egtablighed there,

The Crand Master superviged the eleetion of the charter officers vwho
werey Uenriee Cookleyy'gilsjlDan CoatenySe'e§CeoOrge mshis L“' The name
gtic

Alpha lodge U,Ds wWas teleoted, After Dresehting ritual equipment -
and instructionsythe Grand Master cloged the lodge, An excellent banquet
was served by the Sloux Falls ladies in St.Jolmls Baptist Churel,

Alpha lLodgeghaving Tunoisss S ProTEEgRy , o eumerated mmiyer 10 by
+he 1051 Creand lodge, The representatives of Alpha Lodge electrified the
sepslon with the brilliant report of thelr activities and thelr progpects

.

Por the future presaged thelr value To our Jurisdietion,

To protect the incorporate neme of the Gpand Lodge from encroaghment
by bogusyspurious bodies of lasommgBrother Doty ealled the Crend Lodge
in Speecial Session in St Paul on Friday June 241950, He explained the
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reasone and proposed changing the name to the "lost Vorshlipful Pringe
Hall GCrand Lodge of Minmnesota and its Jurdisdiction, This was done withe
out dissentyas the Craft realized the import and the necessity to prow-

tect our name and recognition as Prince Hall lasong, The am d

wag ineorporated in the offiee of the seeretary of frt,a.te angngggixécgze'ed -
in Raglraey County on Timrsda;gr?June 891950, The Grand Lodge is styled the
liost Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Mdmmesote and its Jurisdietion
of Canada and South Dakota, :

The Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star invited the Grand
Lodge to partiecipate in its Silver Anmmdvergary in May 1950, Brother Doty
end the Craft responded gallantly and shared Joy with the Sisters upon
twenty five successful and eventPul yeers of stration, lrs, Idna
Lindgey was Grand Matrom and Brother John Lawrenee wae Crand Patron of
the Order at this time, Weyas Prinece Hall Hagonsyare proud that our re-
lg.gg.‘ons with this Sisterhood have been pleagemt and cordial through the
J Se

As this History is chronicled,the writer inseribes this observation,
that this Grand Lodge of Prinee Hall Hasons is nearing its sixtieth Ane
niversary, Our subordinate bodlies are securely organized amd are staffed
with good offigers, They are learning amd practicing the Ritualistie
matier according to lasonie tradition and the Lemdmarks,

Ghepdty and proteection are rendered unto the brethrenythelr families,
their widowsyend orphens, This is as it should be,

A new Constitution and By-Lawsyof which this History is a part.is
in preparation and will inelueste various llasonie observances se:r'vises,

and ceremonies, This will sfumglii‘y and make Nagordc work availlable to

every laster Mason of the Jurisdiction,

With geveral new avenues of employment having been opened to citi-
zeng of coloryand others being challengedya stable population 1s assured
from which po%errtial members Ifor Prince Hall Lodges may be secured,

As we view our future§l feel that the challenginﬁ words of our first
Cremd Master Thomas Lyles,which were réfderated by Grand laster Hoage
to the Fiftieth Anmmal Commmmiecationypelit out how we miSt zmrs;iigl}lr

how we must labor and how we rmst dediecate ourselves as ! ders

g%ﬁ’?ﬁ%ure.ﬂg&uem_mm look well to the interest of our beloved
institution, Let your walk be such as to eall for the cncomiums of our
more advanced brdthren of the good workyand slmgi %o tilgrwglgl tihgbtt.he
tgrea £ Magonry?' shall be to us the gulding s ate
cmmmigre - %%gtg c:u?:‘3 ?ggrezﬁe Grand laster?, L%% ou?" liagondle edifice havé o
a firm foundationythat fulure generations shall see that we assume noT T¥a
that right that we are not emtitled toyjand to a partieipation in all the
beauties thereof, Brethren,let cherity be our guiding stargio an erring
brother be mild,yet mgihoidpeibhibedionih {amerance © rest?ain
fortitude sirengthenyprudeneg resilate,and Justiee r—uidegrerx.-mg nature
wants a Savior insgtead of a eabwmbiatep, ecar in nﬁ% etgrﬁ,t;lil e
great 1 le rirt and moralit Set a plun ¢ 81X Y WOV
i'?e?re; giifﬁjégedsbgrf }’gid %ﬁe ensigng“g?c;ur Ordei',based upfm the f‘:acred
prineipleg of religionyshall be our hope to a blessed mortality,
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On Saturday Sugust 12, 1893, Brother Harvey Bouston, a Past Master of Prince
Hall Lodge No. 1, St. Louis, MO, actings as representive of the Grand Master of
MOBrganized a Lodge known as Perfect SIAshlar, In Ploneer Hall,, He had con-
ferred the Master Mason Degree upon Brother Charles Robinson and had healed
Brother Thomas Iyles of St. Cyprean Lodge of Pittsburg, The first Officers were
George Duckett, W.M,, Thomas Lyles, S.W,, & William B, Ellit, J.W,. The
Missourl Grand Lodge issued a warrent to this Lodge at Kansas City on August

15, 1893 and 1t was mumber 148,

In accordance with a resolution adopted by each of the several chartered Lodges
in Minnesota, delegates from five lodges met in the lodge room of Ploneer Lodge
No. 12, on Thursday August 16, 1984 to take such measures as were necessary to
form a Grand Lodgze samong Negro Masons.

Pursuant to this action, numbers were assigned as follows, Ploneer No. 1,
Mirnesota No. 2, Wm. H, Stevens No. 3, Perfect Ashlar, No, 4, Dorie, No. 5,

J. K, Hilyard, No. 6. August 4, 1897 Anchor Lodge merged and became Anchore
Hilyard Lodge, The warrent was issued August 20, and the rumber assigned was 2,
Grand Master Walker Williams, exercising hds prerogative to make Masons at
sight, On Sunday May 25, 1924, with the assistance of Ploneer and Anchor-
Hilyard Lodges, made twent three men Masons in Ploneer Hall., He organized them
into a lodge known as Bureka, U.D. On August 20, 1924, the Grand Lodge

warranted this lodge as Eureka, No. 6.

The first Grand Master of the newly organized Grand Lodge was Thomas H, Lyles,

a member of Perfoct Ashlar Iodze, Iin which we can claim many more., As we SppIo=-
ach our ninetieth amniversary we can boast of owr many accomplishments along
with fallures, Todsy we are honoring a few of many of our devoted brothers

who have given of themselves unrelently for the betterment of Perfect Ashlar
Lodge No, 4.

fimation was taken from the REVISED AND ADOPTED EIITION OF THE M.W.P.H. GRAND
LODGE F, & AM. of the State of MN, & Jurisdiction; Sept. 1951 edition.













Addendum to the Historical Sketch of0 Prince Hall Masonry in
Minnesota. By John R. Lawrence P.G.M. 33~ R. W. Grand Lecturer.

Previous history was compiled by Past Grand Masters Jose H.
Sherwood and George L,Hoage, Sr.

March 6, 1775, Prince Hall and fourteen other free colored men
were initiated as Masons in Boston by Army Lodge No. 441 of the Irish
Registry. From this group African Lodge No. 1 was organized on July
3, 1776 by authority from the Army Lodge. March 2, 1784, Prince Hall
petitioned the Grand Lodge of England for a Charter or Warrant.

It was granted them September 29, 1784 naming Hall as Worshipful
Master, but this Warrant did not reach Boston until April 29, 1787.
African Lodge No. 459 was constituted by this Warrant May 6, 1787.
In 1792 the number was advanced to 370.

Prince Hall granted a Dispensation to African Lodge No. 459 of
philadelphia on March 29, 1797; this lodge was warranted June 24,
1797,

Hiram Lodge at Providence, Rhode Island was granted a
dispensation June 10, 1797 and warranted June 25, 1797.

These three lodges met in general assembly at Masonic Hall on
Water Street in Boston on June 24, 1797 and organized African Grand
Lodge. The name was changed to "Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Boston:
July 24, 1808 and to the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
December 11, 1847

Between 1810 and 1814 African Grand Lodge established Union
Lodge, Laurel Lodge and Phoenix Lodge in Philadelphia. December 27,
1815 these three lodges organized the "First Independent African Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania" and among lodges warranted by this Grand Lodge
were: Corinthian No. 17, True American No. 26 and St. John's No. 27;
all of these lodges were warranted in 1848, in Ohio.

The three Ohio lodges organized the Grand Lodge for the State of
ohio in Cincinnati, May 3, 1849. The first Grand Master was J. W.
Stringer. The Grand Lodge Ohio established the following lodges in
Missouri during 1853 and 1854:Prince Hall Lodge No. 10, Lone Star
Lodge No. 22 and McGee Alexander No. 8 in St. Louis. These three
lodges withdrew from Ohio in 1865 and organized a Grand Lodge on July
6,1865 Known as the Grand Lodge of Missouri.

The Ohio Grand Lodge established the following lodges in
Illinois: North Star No. 12, Chicago, G. T. Watson No. 16 Alton,
Central No. 19, Springfield and Freemont No. 30, Shawneetown. On
February 15, 1867, Delegates from North Star, G. T. WAtson and Central
Lodges met in Convention at Springfield, Illinois to organize the
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Illinois. After the warrants and
constituions were returned to the Ohio Grand Lodge and other
procedures were consummated requisite to establishing their Grand
Lodge, The Convention adjourned to meet May 6, 1867 at Springfield to
hold the first annual communication. Brother B. R. Rogers was elected
the first Grand Master.




HISTORY

About 1875, the Grand Lodge of Missouri established the following
lodges in Iowa: York No. 8, North Star No. 31, Des Moines, Summer No.
41, Burlington,l Golden Star No. 80, Ottumwa and John G. Jones No. 91,
Council Bluffs. These lodges operated under Missouri's jursidiction
until 1881 when they formed "African Grand Lodge of Iowa."

"Hiram Grand Lodge of Iowa" was formed August 26, 1884 by the
following 1lodges, who ackowledged allegiance to the Grand Lodge of
Missouri: Clark No. 6, Davenport, North Star No. 31, DesMoines, Sims
No. 50, Oskaloosa, Star No. 51, Keokuk, Reed No. 79, Red 0ak, Mount
Olive No. 86, Cedar Rapids and Cedar Grove U. D. , Cedar Grove.

The two rival Grand bodies, African, under Grand Master G. H.
Clagget and Hiram, under Grand Master, Alexander Clark finally met in
Des Moines in 1887 in convention and consolidated as the "Most
Worshipful United Grand Lodge of Iowa, A.F. & A.M." Brother George H.
Clagget was the first Grand Master. This consolidation therefore
brought peace, harmony and love to the troubled Masonic waters of this
great State, Towa.

The various lodges in Minnesota, prior to the formation of a
Grand Lodge, were instituted by Grand Lodges of Missouri, Illinois and
Towa. Masonry among men of color in Minnesota reveals an
unquestionable, unbroken descent from African Lodge No. 459 of Boston,
Massachusetts.

Efforts to organize a Masonic lodge among Negroes residing in St.
Paul were evident as early as 1866 or, possibly even earlier. Brother

S. Joseph Farr of North Star Lodge No. 12 of Chicage, which at that
time was under the jurisdiction of Ohio, was the leading figure in
this Masonic movement in Minnesota.

Brother Farr called the first meeting in Andrews Barber Shop on
Third Street, Between Cedar and Minnesota Streets. It is said that a
dispensation was sought from the new grand lodge of Missouri. The
Grand Master of Missouri, Brother H. McGee Alexander, of St. Louis
granted the Minnesota group a dispensation. On Saturday Augqust 4,
1866, Brother Moses Dickson, Grand Lecturer of Hannibal, Missouri came
to St. Paul and established Pioneer Lodge U. D. The formalities of
organization were carried out in office building at Third and Market
Streets. The officers and members were: S. Joseph Farr, W.M.; William
A. Griffin, S.W.;Israel Grosby, J.W.; Edmund James, Treasurer; Thomas
Jackson, Secretary; Robert Bruce, S.D.; David Edwards, J.D.; George B.
wWilliams, S.S.;Frank Crawford, J.S.; Henry Hawkins, Tyler and Lewis
Pierson.

The Grand Lodge of Missouri held a Special Communication December
20 to 22; A warrant was granted to Pioneer Lodge and 5 was the
assigned number. The Committee on Dispensation in its report of
December 21, recommended a ‘warrant, which was approved. Brother
Moses Dickson was recognized as the proxy representative of Pioneer
Lodge and Brother Farr was appointed the District Deputy Grand Master.
The officers of the U.D. Lodge became the charter officers of
Pioneer No. 5.

In the Proceedings of the First Annual Communication of the Grand
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Lodge of Missouri in 1867 this item appears in the printed record,
"Received of Pioneer Lodge , June 8th, $50.00 for Warrant." 1In 1868
and in the ensuing years, a complete list of officers and members of
this lodge appears.

Early in 1885 the Missouri charter was surrendered. On Friday
May 29, 1885, Pioneer received a charter from African Grand Lodge of
Jowa and was numbered 12. With this number, Pioneer continued its
progressive existence until the formation of the Grand Lodge of
Minnesota.

The second lodge among Minnesota men of color was organized
Minneapolis, when on Tuesday, September 5, 1871 a dispensation was
granted by Alexander Clark, of Muscatine Iowa, Grand Master of
Missouri and Jurisdiction. Brother Clark visted Pioneer lodge
officially on Thursday, September 7, 1871 and evidently it was during
the period of this visit that he instituted the body known as J. K.
Hilyard Lodge U. D. Its charter was granted Tuesday, July 2, 1872
and the number was 38. Officers were: B. C. Yancey, W.M.; D.H. Lewis,
S.W.; R.S. Settles, J.W.

In 1882, the Missouri Warrent was surrendered and Brother John
Page, Grand Master of African Grand Lodge of Iowa granted a
dispensation on Saturday April 15, 1882 and the lodge was warranted
number 6.

Monday, August 16, 1886, African Grand Lodge of Iowa‘® dispensated
Anchor Lodge of Minneapolis. Anchor Lodge was warranted Number 14 On
Friday, July 15, 1887.0fficers in 1886 and 1887 were: A.H. Myrick,
W.M.; Charles F. Davis, S.W.; George W. Bolden, J.W.

May 12, 1901, Hilyard Lodge and Anchor Lodge consolidated, taking
the name "Anchor-Hilyard." The Grand Master of the then organized
Minnesota Grand Lodge was a member of this new lodge himself. The
warrant was issued on Tuesday, August 20, 1901.

William Stevens Lodge was organized in St. Paul on Monday,
December 11, 1882under authority of a dispensation granted by Grand
Master Robert 0. Smith of Missouri. It was warranted Wednesday August
22, 1883. The officers, U.D. were: Alfred Robinson, W.M.; Charles
Lazenberry, S.W.; John a. Jackson, J.W. It was assigned number 113.

In 1889 dissension arose and more that fifty members withdrew.
These brothers then applied to Grand Master Thomas Smith of Illinois
for a warrant. He 1issued a dispensation on June 12, 1889 and
appointed William H. Stevens the District Deputy Grand Master. In
1891 the name to this lodge was changed to Minnesota Lodge No. 113.
The officers were: Charles Morgan, W.M.; Emmanuel Ford, S.W.; Wade
Hampton , J.W.

May 18, 1901, Minnesota Lodge No. 113, Missouri Jurisdiction,
surrendered its warrent and became a part of Pioneer Lodge, as did
William Stevens Lodge No. 113, Illinois Jurisdiction.

In 1890, william Stevens, D.D.G.M., under Grand Master Smith of
Illinois, organized Doric Lodge No. 45 in Duluth, Minnesota with
fourteen charter members. Dispensation was granted October 8th and on

October 11, 1890 a Warrant was granted. The three principal officers
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were: William Bryant, W.M.; E.T. Rhone, S.W.; John Simmons, J.W.

On Saturday, August 12, 1893, Brother Harvey Houston, a Past Master
of Prince Hall Lodge No. 1, St. Louis, acting as the representative of
the Grand Master of Missouri, organized a lodge known as Perfect
Ashlar In Pioneer Hall. He had conferred the Master Mason degree upon
Brother Charles Robinson and had healed Brother Thomas H. Lyles of St.
Cyprian Lodge of Pittsburgh. The first officers were: George Duckett,
W.M.; Thomas Lyles, S.W.; William B. Elliot, J.W. The Missouri Grand
Lodge issued a warrant to this lodge at Kansas City on August 15, 1883
and it was numbered 148.

In accordance with a resolution adopted by each of the several
chartered lodges in Miinnesota, delegates from five lodges met in the
lodge room of Pioneer Lodge No. 12, on Thursday August 16, 1894 to
take such measures as were necessary to form a Grand Lodge among Negro
Masons.

The convention was called to order by Bro. E.H. Hamilton of J.K.
Hilyard Lodge No. 6 of Minneapolis, who presided; Thomas Lyles was
appointed President and L.F. De Lyons, the Secretary. Credentials
were presented by the delegates, who were received as regular
delegates to the Convention, having power from their several lodges to
form a Grand Lodge of Free Masons within the State of Minnesota, if
deemed expedient. Bro. James Woodfork of Pioneer Lodge No. 12, St.
Paul then, offered the following resolution, which was unanimously
adopted:

Resolved: That it is the deliberate opinion of this convention
that the permanent good of Masonry demands the formation of a Grand
Lodge for Minnesota.

rResolved, that we proceed to the preliminaries for the formation
of a Grand Lodge, by an appointment of a committee to draft a
Constitution and Requlations for the government thereof, and that said
committee be requested to report to this convention at eight o'clock
this evening. The President of the convention then appointed €uch
committee.

Thursday evening the 16th at eight o'clock, in August of the year
1894, the delegates to the convention met pursuant to adjournment,
when an Occasional Lodge was opened in the third degree, in due and
ancient form. P.M. T.H. Lyles acting as W.M. The committee appointed
to draft a Constitution and Requlations reported as follows:

To the Masonic Convention, now sitting in the City of St. Paul
for the purpose of forming "The Grand Lodge for the State of
Minnesota;" The committee, appointed on the forenoon of the 16th
instant beg leave to submit the following report: with the following
preamble, "We, a committee of five in convention assembled, in order to
form a perfect union, establish order, insure tranquillity, provide for
and promote the general welfare of the craft, and secure to the
fraternity within the State of Minnesota the blessings of masonic
privileges, do herein compile for your inspection and approval the
following Constitution and By-Laws." The convention adopted a
Constitution of twelve articles and fifteen by-laws, which are set
forth in their entirety in the Proceedings of the First Communication
of the Convention and Grand Lodge of Minnesota.
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The First Grand Master of the newly organized Grand Lodge was T.
H. Lyles. The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Minnesota
was then Opened and the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and Grand
Wardens were installed by Bro. George Patterson, Past Master. After
assuming their several Stations and the Secretary of the Convention
being superceded by the Grand Secretary, the Grand Master proclaimed
the election of the Grand officers and the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
of the State of Minnesota was duly and legally organized.

Before closing, .the Grand Lodge, passed upon several important
matters relative to the initiation of administration and functions of
the body. Among these matters was a resolution that stated "That the
Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge is hereby authorized and required
to issue charters to the following named lodges: Pioneer, Minnesota,
Wm. H. Stevens, Perfect Ashlar, Doric and J. K. Hilyard, as soon as

application is made."

Pursuant to this action, numbers were assigned as follows:
Pioneer No. 1, Minnesota No. 2, William Stevens No. 3, Perfect ashlar
No. 4, Doric No. 5, J.K. Hilyard No. 6; August 4, 1897, Anchor Lodge
was warrented and assigned No. 7. As previously stated in 1901
Hilyard Lodge and Anchor Lodge merged and became Anchor-Hilyard Lodge;
the warrant was issued August 20 and the number assigned was 2.

It is important to note that the new Grand Lodge was styled
"Ancient Free and Accepted Masons." This name was carried until about
1906. In 1907, Grand Master Harry Howard appointed a committee to
revise and rewrite the Grand Lodge Constitution and By-Laws. Their
work was submitted and adopted by the Grand Lodge in the 1907 session.

it was in this work that the name was changed, in that, the word
"Ancient" was deleted. We then were termed "Free and Accepted
Masons." Past Grand Master William R. Morris was Chairman of this
Revision Committee.

Saturday, July 22, 1905 Grand Master William R. Morris issued a
Dispensation to Ionic Lodge U.D. in Duluth, Minnesota. The next day,
Grand Master Morris assisted by Past Grand Master T.H. Lyles and J. L.
Neal and several Members of Doric Lodge opened a lodge of Master
Masons, which was called Ionic Lodge; he conferred the three degrees
upon ten men. The Grand Master then merged Ionic Lodge with Doric
Lodge, of which the ten newly made brothers became members.

Grand Master C. Robertson granted dispensation to form a lodge in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada on May 29, 1914. The lodge was established
on Monday June 29, 1914 and was warranted August 18, 1914. The three
degrees were conferred upon eight Dbrothers at the time of
establishment. Regent Lodge was reported 1in the subsequent
communication of the Grand Lodge to be in a "healthy condition with
fifteen members and about thirty applications on file." Charter
officers were: A.A. cole, W.M., John Nealy, S.W., E.J. Henry, J.W.This
lodge which was known as Regent, when warranted became number 5.

In 1924, Grand Master Walker Williams reported that there was a
number of young men in St. Paul interested in becoming Masons.
Members of all lodges were invited to perticipate in the
establishment of one more lodge in the Minnesota Jurisdiction.
Exercising his prerogative to make Masons at sight, on Sunday May 25,
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1924, the Grand Master, with the assistance of Pioneer and
Anchor-Hilyard Lodges, made twenty three men Masons in Pioneer Hall.
He organized them into a lodge known as Eureka, U.D. On August 20,
1924, the Grand Lodge warranted this lodge as Eureka No. 6. On
December 11, 1924, Grand Master Francis deputized P.G.M. Williams to
dedicate Eureka No. 6 and install its officers. Bro. Francis reported
that this work was commendably done on Thursday December 18, 1924.

In 1924, Grand Master W.T. Francis received a request from eleven
Master Masons in Minneapolis to form a new lodge in the city. On
Tuesday, Feb. 3, 1925, Bro. Francis visited Anchor-Hilyard Lodge and
submitted the matter of the petition to its members. They approved
and forthwith, the Grand Master granted a dispensation for the new
lodge to known as Palestine U.D. The first officers were: Chester
Johnson, W.M., Clyde Allen, S.W., E.H. Comley, J.W. On August 19,
1925, the Grand Lodge chartered the new unit as Palestine No. 7, after
the Grand Master had stated that "since its organization the affairs
of this lodge have been so conducted as to merit favorable
consideration at yours and their request for a permanent charter
should be granted."

pursuant to an adopted recommendation of P.G.M. George Hoage in
1920, "that the Grand Lodge encourage and support the ladies of the
order of the Eastern Star in establishing a Grand Chapter 0.E.S. in
Minnesota," Grand Master Francis appointed a Commission of past grand
masters which labored diligently and effectively. On Sunday May 31,
1925 in Union Hall, St. Paul, Minnesota, the Grand Chapter 0.E.S. for
Minnesota and Jurisdiction, was established. This adoptive body of
the Grand Lodge was composed of four chapters of ladies bearing
Masonic relationship, to Prince Hall Masons. (see History of the
Eastern Star in Minnesota)

The Grand Lodge changed its name in 1927, upon recommendation of
Grand Master John Dillingham. His resolution stated, "That, this
Grand Lodge, So organized in 1894, shall be styled and known by the
name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
Minnesota and its Masonic Jurisdiction, Prince Hall Affiliation."

In his report to the thirty-third annual communication of the
Grand Lodge, Grand Master Dillingham stated that in March of 1927 he
had received a petition from a Mr. Robert Tate of Ferqus Falls,
Minnesota to establish a Masonic lodge there. He had also received a
petition from D.D.G.M. Oliver Taylor and six other St. Paul Masons to
organize in the northern Minnesota town. On March 20, Brother
Dillingham went to Ferqus Falls, where he initiated, passed and raised
eight brothers and elected Brother Minor Anderson the Worshipful
Master. The lodge was placed under dispenastion as Jethro Lodge U.D.
After meeting all prerequisites this lodge became number 8 on the
Minnesota roster. Their warrant was granted August 22, 1928, their
first Senior and Junior Wardens were Vergil Anderson and Frank Pennick
respectively.

1929 found Jethro Lodge No. 8 not progressing well. Lack of
potential material stunted its growth. Some of the members had lost
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their employment and had to depart for other places. The great
depression had bequn to cast its ominous shadow upon our fair land.

In November 1929, Brother Dillingham stated that he had received
a letter from a Brother T.H. Golden, Secretary of Pride of Alberta
Lodge at Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. This lodge was then under the
jurisdiction of the state of washington, but desired to transfer to
the Minnesota Jurisdiction. After several such efforts on their part,
Brother Dillingham expressed the feeling that some action should be
taken. He stated that, "I remember having received from them some two
years ago, and at that time I wrote the Grand Master of the
Washington Jurisdiction and asked him if there was any reason why this
lodge should not leave his jurisdiction. He received no reply. In
the letter referred to, they seemed very anxious to transfer and were
willing to pay all of their indebtedness to the Washington
Jurisdiction and ask for relief. I informed the lodge that, if they
would meet the requirements, I would grant them a charter."

The conditions having been met, on December 31, 1929, Brother
Dillingham accepted the lodge and ordered a charter be delivered to
them. He deputized Past Master M.G. Jackson to install the officers.
Their first officers were: Dr. E.A. Cobbs, W.M.; Harry Cobbs, S.W.;
H.M, Hamilton, J.W.

At the 37th annual communication of the Grand Lodge, the Grand
Master, Bro. George Johnson, reported on the condition of the craft in
ominous terms. The depression was gaining a potent grasp upon the
nation.

The situation was more grave at the next annual communication.
Several lodges were experiencing difficulty with property that had
been purchased.

Brother Johnson appealed to the Grand Lodge to exercise every
prerogative to hold the lodges intact. He stated, "the strong should
help those who are weak."

Grand Master George Johnson recommended that Jethro No. 8
surrender its charter, as membership had declined to the point the
Lodge was no longer able to function. It was in August, 1934, however
before the warrant was finally taken up by Grand Master Chester
Johnson.,

Bro. Chester Johnson related that he visited Doric Lodge in
Duluth August 4, 1934. There were three active members there at that
time, who requested surrendering their charter and placing their
membership in Twin City lodges. Upon Grand Master (Chester Johnson's
recommendation Doric's charter was recalled, "until such time as they
might be 1in position to continue their labor, then the warrant can be
returned to Doric without charges for a new one." Subsequent
legislation granted the proper fraternal charity and protection to the
brothers of Ferqus Falls and Duluth. The influence of diverse federal
aids and projects tended to stablilize the plight of our lodges by
1936. The Twin City bodies had maintained their existence, but the
loss of property had been severe.
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May 24, 1936 found sufficient brothers in Duluth to restore the
charter to Doric No. 3.

Pride of Alberta No. 9 and Eureka No. 6, however, were beset with
problems and enternal difficulties. Pride of Alberta Lodge
surrendered its charter and its last report to the Grand Lodge was
made to the 44th annual communication in 1938. Eureka functioned five
years more.

Brother Cester Johnson served 1932 to 1938. Brother Samuel Ransom
served in 1938 and 1939 followed by Brother George Hoage, Jr. in 1940
and 1941. Brother Hector Hunter came to the Grand East at the
beginning of World War II, 1942. Brother George Hoage, Sr. was again
elected to the Grand Master's office in 1943 and 1944.

Grand Master Hoage, Sr. and several Grand Officers visited Eureka
Lodge No. 6 in 1943 to investigate their problems. It was found that
their few faithful members could see no future for their lodge. It
was decided that their warrant be surrendered. This was done. Grand
Master's certificates were given to all brothers in good standing, all
but one Jjoined either No.l or No.4. All of their assets were
liquidated, indebtedness paid, and all funds remaining were placed in
the general fund of the Grand Lodge. The Jurisdiction regretted
losing another subordinate unit.

The Golden Anniversary of the Minnesota Grand Lodge—-fifty years
of existence as a Grand Body-—was appropriately celebrated with
valuable assistance from the Order of the Eastern Star in August 1944,
A stimulating program was conducted at Pilgrim Baptist Church in St.

Paul. In this program testimony was given to the sterling leadership,
the quality of membership and the constructive, progressive labor, as
Builders of the Craft in the North Star State. A substantial niche
had be carved for Minnesota Masons among the Prince Hall Grand Lodges
of the nation.

The administrations of Grand Master Lawrence Tarver in 1945 and
1946 found peace and harmony throughout the Jurisdiction and wholesome
relations existing between Minnesota and the Masonic World. Brother
Tarver recommended and the Grand Lodge approved and made plans to
create a Scholarship Fund from which scholarships would be given to
worthy boys and girls. The Masonic Burial Service was Standardized
through recommendation of the Grand Lecturer, Brother John Hickman,
.

Grand Master Charles D. Doty served the Jurisdiction diligently
and well from 1947 to 1953. It remains for the Fates of History to
inscribe the record on the Tablets of the Future.

To be noted, however, are many current contributions that Grand
Master Doty has given the Jurisdiction. Our position in the Grand
Master's Conference has been evident through his annual attendance at
their sessions. Attempts have been made to stabilize and enlarge our
Burial Relief Fund; our dues cards have been revised to provide a
standard card commensurate with other Prince Hall Jurisdictions. A
Public Memorial Service preceding the sitting of the Grand Lodge,
solemnly and spiritually tenders respect to the memory of departed
brethren.




HISTORY

The observance of Prince Hall Day in September of each year is an
eloquent gesture to utter hymns of praise and thanksgiving to the
Deity in behalf of our Founder and Progenitor.

Early in 1950, Grand Master Doty had received letters and
petitions from a group of irreqular Masonic brethren living in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota. They desired regular affiliation with the
Minnesota Body. Investigation revealed that they had made no
petitions to other Prince Hall Bodies. Their number was small, but
their prayer was fervent and their hopes were courageous. On Tuesday
May 30, 1950, Brother Doty with seventeen Twin City Masons journeyed
to Sioux ralls where he opened an Occasional Lodge and entered, passed
and raised seven brothers to the sublime degree of Master Mason.

Grand Master Doty supervised the election of the charter officers who
were: Maurice Coakley, W.M.; Dan Coates, S.W.; George Bush, J.W..
The name Alpha Lodge U.D. was selected. After presenting ritualistic
equipment and instructions, the Grand Master closed the lodge. An
excellent banquet was served by the Sioux Falls ladies in St. John's
Baptist Church. Alpha Lodge, having fuctioned properly, was
enumerated number 10 by the 1951 Grand Lodge.

To protect the incorporate name of the Grand Lodge from.
encroachment by bogus, spurious bodies of Masons, Brother Doty called
the Grand Lodge in Special Session in St. Paul on Friday June 2, 1950.

He explained the reasons and proposed changing the name to the "Most
Worshiful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Minnesota and its Jurisdiction."
This was done without dissent, as the Craft realized the import and
the necessity to protect our name and recognition as Prince Hall

Masons. The amended name was incorporated in the office of the
Secretary of State and registered in Ramsey County on Thursday, June
8, 1950. The gqgrand Lodge is now styled the Most Worshipful Prince
Hall Grand Lodge of Minnesota and its Jurisdiction.

The Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star invited the
Grand Lodge to participate in its Silver Anniversary in May 1950.
Brother Doty and the Craft responded gallantly and shared joy with
the Sisters upon twenty five successful and eventful years of
administration. Mrs. Edna Lindsey was Grand Matron and Brother John
R. Lawrence was Grand Patron of the Order at that time. We, as
Prince Hall Masons, are proud that our relations with this Sisterhood
have been pleasant and cordial through the years.

1994 ADDENDUM

Someone at a later date will bring our history up to date.
The following were Grand Masters from 1953 to 1994.
1953 - 1960 John R. Lawrence 1971 - 1972 Martin 0. Weddington
1960 - 1963 John L. McHie, Jr. 1972 - 1974 Robert H. Johnson
Joseph Patterson 76 William D. McAdams (Honorary)
1963 - 1965 Chalmer L. Lawson 1974 - 1976 Milton Henry
1965 - 1967 Lapercell P. Green 1976 -1978 Barry F. Boyd
1967 - 1969 Piercy Haynes 1978 - 1980 Charles A. Agnew
1969 - 1970 Marion L. Brown 1980 - 1992 Morris S. Miller
Harvey Moss (Honorary) wWilliam M. Davis (Hohorary)
1970 - 1971 Aaron A. Arradondo Merril L. Taylor %
James R. Lynn (Honorary) Wayne Glanton "
Henry Martin X

1992 - 1994 william A. Richardson. Sr.




HISTORY
ROSTER OF LODGES AND CHARTER DATES SINCE 1961

MOSAIC LODGE #11, Grand Forks, North Dakota. U.D.January 5, 1962. Charter
TIssued Sept. 19, 1962. W.M. Sameul T. Hights,; S.W. John Nelson, Jr.; J.W.
John D. Murdock.

M.W.G.M. John L. McHie, Jr.; D.G.M.LaPercel P. Green,; S.W. Norman Bell,;
J.W. William Davis,; Treas. John Euing, Jr. and Secy. Chalmer L. Lawson.

ACACIA LODGE#12, Minot, North Dakota. U.D. March 6, 1965. Charter issued
Sept. 14, 1965. W.M. A.R. Copeland,; S.W. R.C. Thomas,; J.W. R. Howard.

M.W.G.M. Chalmer L. Lawson,; D.G.M. Norman Bell,; S.G.W. Piercy Haynes,;
J.W. William E. L. Brown,; Treas. William D. McAdams and Secy. John Euing, Jr.

PRIDE OF ALBERTA #9, Edmonton, Albt., Canada. U.D. Feb. 1, 1930. Charter
surrendered 1938. Charter reissued July 1, 1967. W.M.Barry F. Boyd,; S.W.
Raymond Heslep,; J.W. Bernie F. Boyd.

M.W.G.M. Lapercel P. Green,; D.G.M. Piercy Haynes,; S.W. Edward N. Bailey,;
J.W. James Adams,; Treas. William D. McAdams and Secy. Charles Snargrass.

JETHRO LODGE #8, Minneapolis, Minnesota. U.D. dJuly 1, 1983. Charter
issued September 24, 1983. W.M. Gordon G. Ash,; S.W. Joslyn W. Wilson,; J.W.
Billy G. Lee.

M.W.G.M. Morris S. Miller,; D.G.M. Charles Milliner,; S.W. Hayward
McKerson,; J.W. Ronald Wilson,; Treas. Robert Johnson and Secy. Charles E. Cook,
SR.

SIMON OF CYRENE LODGE #13, Rochester, Minnesota. U.D. September 3, 1983.
Charter issued Sept. 16, 1987. W.M. Steve Crawford,; S.W. Keith McCallister, ;
J.W. Chester Ross.

M.W.G.M. Morris S. Miller,; D.G.M. Charles Milliner,; S.W. Hayward
McKerson,; J.W. Ronald Wilson,; Treas. Robert Johnson and Secy. Charles E. Cook,
Sk,

PERSEVERANCE LODGE $15, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Charter issued September
17, 1986. W.M. Jerry Moore,; S.W. Martin Mason,; J.W. Fitzroy Clark.

M.W.G.M. Morris S. Miller,; D.G.M. Charles E. Milliner,; S.W. Barry Boyd,;
J.W. Ronald Wilson,; Treas. Robert Johnson and Secy. Charles E. Cook, Sr.

MOUNT SINAI LODGE #16, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. U.D. February 8, 1987.
Charter issued September 20, 1988. W.M. Clyde Hamilton,; S.W. Woodford
McHugh,; J.W. Keith Hinds.

M.W.G.M. Morris S. Miller,; D.G.M.James K. Ash,; S.W. William A.
Richardson,; J.W. George Leonard,; Treas. Robert H. Johnson and Secy. Charles E.
Cook, Sr.

THETA LIBERTUS LODGE #17, Minneapolis, Minn. U.D. August 6, 1989. Charter
issued Sept. 19, 1990. W.M. Arthur Collins,; S.W. Cyril E. Murray,; J.W. H.
Kwaku Addy.

M.W.G.M. Morris S. Miller,: D.G.M. James Ash,; S.W. William A. Richardson, ;
J.W. Cornelius Davis, ;Treas. Robert H. Johnson and Secy. Charles J. Srargrass, Sr.

BIBLIOGRAPHY, A History of Freemasonry Among Negroes in America by
Harry E. Davis. Historical Sketch by Past Grand Masters Jose H. Sherwood,

George L. Hoage, Sr., John R. Lawrence,addendum by Martin 0. Weddington.
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NOTE:

This article is edited from Histohical Documents of Past
and Present day Masonic Historians. Far further reference,
we suggest the books on ““Negro Masonry' by the follow-
ing authors: Harold V.__IB. Yoorhis, Harry E. Davis, George
W. Crawford, Harry A. Williamson, William H. Upton, and
Wm. H. Grimshaw.

—F. Benjamin Davis, Compiler.

THE BEGINNING OF FREE MASONRY
AMONG NEGROES IN AMERICA

On the Sixth day of March, A. D., 1775, at Castle Wil-
liom,. Boston, Massachusattc Prince Hall and fiftaan other
Negroes were initiated as Free Masons in Lodge No. 441
under obedience to the Grand Lodge of Ireland. This is the
first record of the initiation of Negroes into Free Masonry in
America and is the beginning of the only legitimate Negro
Free Masonry now existing in this country.

FIRST NEGRO LODGE

On the Third day of July, 1776, under dispensation
granted by Lodge No. 441 of Irish Registry ‘and a permit
granted by John Rowe, Provincial Grand Master of all
America. The first Negro Lodge in America was organized
with Prince Hall as Worshipful Master; Boston Smith as
Senior Warden and Thomas Sanderson, Junior Warden. This
Lodge continued to meet and act under the authority granted
by the Irish Lodge and the Provincial Grand Master of all
America until on or about the Twenty-ninth day of Septem-
ber, A. D., 1784, when upon petition of Prince Hall and
his lodge, ther known as African Lodge No. 1, a charter
was granted by the constitutional.Grand Lodge of England
((Moderns), which Grand Lodge is the Mother Grand Lodge
of fhe World and the Constitutional Grand Lodge from
which all legitimate Free Masonry in America descended.

FAMILY OF PRINCE HALL LODGE

WILLIAM WHITE, G. 8

THE ORIGINAL CHARTER ON WHICH LEGITIMATE NEGRO MASONRY IS FOUNDE

GIVEN AT LONDON, ENGLAND, TWENTY-NWTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER A. D. 1784, A. L. 5748
R. HOLT, D. G. M.| HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS HENRY FREDERICK
Duke of Cumberland, Grand Master of Ancient andHonorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons.

EXCERPTS FROM WHITE MAsoyn: JOURNALS

Massachusetts: (Grand Lodge) :

"“We have investigated the claims of Prince Hall Masons and have
found them to be legal. We recognize Prince Hall Masons as the only
legitimate Masons among NEGROES."

Oregon Mason: 5

"'There are many so-called gloups of Masons among Negroes, but
we find Prince Hall Masons to be the only Masonically recognizedr
body." A Az 1p N
Michigan Masonic World:

“We have Prince Hall Masons in Michigan, there are also so-called
Masons operating here."

Harold Voorhis (Noted Masonic Historian):

"It is only the social set-up of the United States that divides Prince
Hall Masonry from White Masonry, the Prince Hall Masons' origin and
legality is as true as the white mason."

- T

NEGRO MASONRY IN AMERICA

‘THIS IS THE FIRST OF SEVERAL ARTICLES TO BE PUBLISHED AS AN EDUCATIONAL FEATURE BY THE MOST WORSHIPFUL PRINCE HALL
GRAND LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS, OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON AND ITS JURISDICTION

D .

COMING NEXT WEEK

 ——————————————— e ——

ORGANIZATION UNDER CHARTER

On the Sixt!: day of May, A. D., 1787, by virtue of the
authority grantad in the Charter, African Lodge No. 459
was organized and began work as a regular Masonic Lodge
and continued as the only Negro Masonic body in America
until the Twenty-fourth day of June, A. D., 1791, when the
most important event in the development of Negro Free
Masonry in America took place.

THE FIRST NEGRO GRAND LODGE

On the Twenty-fourth day of June, A. D., 1791, a gen-
eral assembly of Colored Masons was held in Masons Hall,
Water Street, Boston, Massachusetts, where a Grand Lodge
was formed and Prince Hall elected Grand Master and other
officers elected and appointed and installed by Prince Hall.
On the Twenty-fourth day of June, A. D., 1797, African
Grand lodge warranted a lodge in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, known &s African Lodge No. 459 of Philadelphia.
It should be noted that Absolom Jones, first Colored priest
of the Episcopai Church in America, was Master of this lodge
and Richard Ai%en, founder and first Bishop of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, was its treasurer.

On June Twenty-fifth, 1797, Hiram Lodge No. 3 of
Providence, Rhode Island, was warranted by African Grand
Lodge. These are the only lodges of record warranted by
African Grand Llodge. The first Negro Grand Lodge was
organized according to prevailing Masonic customs and pro-
cedures in 1791. This body was in reality a provincial
Grand lodge, and Prince Hall was selected as its Grand
Master. This date must be accepted in the interest of his-
torical truth. Also, it should be noted that this date ante-
dates by a year the organization of the Grand lodge of
Massachusetts ‘white) which at one time claimed that its
jurisdiction was “invaded" by colored Masonry, in other
words, that Massachusetts was occupied Masonic territory
after its organization in 1792.

I’"ﬁINCE HALL GRAND LODGE

Prince hall died on or about the Seventh day of Decem- r
ber, A. D., 1807, and six months after his death a delegate
convention of Negro Masons was held in Boston with rep-
resentatives of the Lodges of Boston, Philadelphia and Provi-
dence present, where the name of African Grand Lodge was
changed to “Prince Hall Grand Ladge™ in honor of their
founder and leader and their former Grand Master and
this Grand Lodge and its successors have created all legiti-
mate Negro Free Masonry which exists in America at the
present time.

¢ (Continued on Page 4)
S —
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United Supreme Council
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonary
Prince Hall Affiliation
Northern Jurisdiction, U.S.A., Inc.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

United Supreme Council, 33°, AASR, PHA, Northern Jurisdiction

I. IN THE BEGINNING

Masonic tradition inferms us and itis generally accepted that the Scottish Rite degrees
were first practiced among Prince Hall feee masons by brethren residing in the city of
Phitadelphia, Pennsylvania. The date of their first working is also accepted as being
in the early years of the nineteenth century. About 1850, the Count de St. Laurent, 33°,
a deputy Inspector-General for the Supreme Council of the French West Indies and of
the Supreme Council of France, conterred the 33° on Brother David Leary of Prudence
Lodge No. 11 (Phila.}, M.W. Prince Hall Grand Lodge, F&AM of Pennsylvania.

The African Grand Council, Valorous Princes of Jerusalem of Philadelphia is recog-
nized as being the earliest Scottish Rite body operating among the early brethren, confer-
ring the 4° to the 16°, inclusive. |ts Warrant of Constitution ante-dated that of the King
David Council. A merger of the lwo Councils was effected under the Constitution of African
Grand Council, V.P.J. on November 20, 1885. The consolidated Council pledged its
allegiance to the King David Supreme Council, 33° and became a part of its (King David)
organizational structure.
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David Leary completed the organization of King David (Darious) Supreme Council,
33°, AASR, on January 6, 1856, in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution
of 1786, the adoplion of a written Constitution for its government, and the election of
a complement of Officers, as follows:

David Leary, 33 .

Stanislas Goutier, 33°
Francisco R. Bolasques, 33° ..
Alexander C, Pelers, 33° .
Joseph Lee, 33° ]

Edward C. Carney, 33°

William Cooper, 33°

George W. R, Hall, 33° .. ..
Abraham Vesey, 33° :

Councils of Princes of Jerusalem we
Baltimore, Maryland (Zerrubabel). International fraternal relations were confirmed with
the Grand Qrient of Haiti in 1864. This relationship was established as the result of a
visitation and reception in this country, by our brethren, of an Haitian freemason, Jean
Francois Fenelon Duplessis. |Il. Eugene Bourjolly, 33°, Grand Secretary of the Grand
Orient of Haiti and Representative of the Grand Orient of France, informed us that the
Representative of the National Grand Lodge, U.S.A. to the Grand Orient of Haiti would
be lll. James Theodore Holly, 33°, and that the Grand Orient of Haiti had selected Dr.
Jonathan Davis, M.W. Grand Master of Pennsylvania and Ill. William H. Riley, 33°,
MPSGC as its Representatives to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and the Supreme
Council, 33°, SGIG, respectively in the U.S.A. Also in 1864, Baron Auguste Hugo de
Bulow, 33° a member of the Supreme Council of France erected the Supreme Council,
33°, AASR, for the United States of America, its Territories and Dependencies at New
York City, New York. The formation of the National Compact Grand Lodge of North
America by the Grand Lodges of Massachuselts, Boyer Grand Lodge of New York, and
the two Grand Lodges operating in Pennsylvania in 1847 brought about a subsequent
opposition by the formation of “Independent” or "*State Right" Grand Lodges. The In-

.. M.P, Sov. Gr. Commander
... . Dep. Sov. Gr. Comm.
Sov. Lieut. Comm.

... . Gr. Sect., H.E.

... . Gr. Treas., H.E.

. Gr. K.S.




dependent Grand Lodges felt that the National Compact was usurping the masonic
authority of the several Grand Lodges and they, in turn, would not yield to its (Mational
Compact) authority, Strife and conflict increased steadily between the two factions, with
each forming their own Scottish Rite Supreme Council, as follows:

Among the National Compact bodies

King David (Darious) Supreme Council, 33°, AASR, at Philadelphia, PA
Supreme Council, 33°, AASR, for the Southern and Western Jurisdiction at
Washingtaon, D.C

Among the Independent Grand Lod

Supreme Council, 33°, AASR, for the U.S.A,, its Territories and Dependencies
at New York City, New York.

Supreme Council, 33°, AASR, for the Southern State at Baltimore, Maryland
(Star of Bethlehem, S.C.)

King Frederick Supreme Council, 33°, AASR, at Philadelphia, PA

Il. STEPS TOWARD THE UNION

The five Supreme Councils met at Corinthian Hall in New York City on Octaober 21,
1880. The following representatives were pr
I, John A. Gray, 33°
. Lemuel G. Griffin, 33°
. A. W. Tancil, 33°
lil. W. Cooper, 33°
I, David Leary, 33°
I, W. H. Miller, 33°
. H. H. Gilbert, 33°
I, J. D. Kelley, 332 (King Frederick)
IIl, Moses Wheeler, 33° (King Frederick)
1. William Wiley, 33° (King Frederick)
lIl. A. T. Bowrnan, 33° (King Frederick)
N. W. F. Powell, 33° (King Frederick)
lll. Peter W. Ray, 332
Ill. Alexander C. Peters, 33°
ll. John 8. Chase, 33° Mew York City, NY
. Samuel R. Scottron, 33° New York City, NY
|ll. David Leary of Philadelphia was called upon to preside over the proceedings of
the temporary committee, with lll. Samuel R, Scottron of New York as Secretary. After
extended debate, the following reolutions were adopted for the information and action
of each Supreme Councll represented:
WHEREAS, Representatives from Several Supreme Councils of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite claiming jurisdiction in the United States have this day
assembled for the purpose of promoting the welfare of and extending the knowledge
of Freemasonry as exemplified in the Ancient, pled Scottish Rite thereforeitis

Washington, D.C.
Baltimore, MD
Baltimore, MD

Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphia, FA
Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphia,
Philadeiphia, PA
Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphia, PA
New York City, NY
New York City, NY

Resolved, Thatwe acknowledge the Constitution of 1786 as the Supreme A

for the organization of Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted Scottis

and we do aflirm our belief that there exists no authority outside of those Constitu-
tiens for the creation of Sovereign Grand Inspectors-Genaral of the 33rd and Lasl
Degree of that Rite,

Resolved, That for the purpose of uniting in a Supreme Council of the 33rd and Last
Degree by consolidation of the several bodies now represented in this meeling we

do recommend to our respective Supreme Councils that they send five delegates

with full powers to a convention to be held in the City of New York on the second

Thursday in January, 1881,

The resolutions were adopted by the constituent Supreme Councils and their
delegates elected for the meeting in January, 1881, On Januar 13, 1881 delegates
assembled in Corinthian Hall, New York City. The Council of Deliberation was called
to order at 2:30 P.M. by the lllustrious David Leary, 33° of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
who acted as Chairman and Samuel R. Scottron, 33° of New York ecretary. There
being present besides the Chairman and Secretary, the followir

Dr. Peter W, Ray, 33° of the New York S.C.

Alex C. Peters, 33° of the New York 5.C.

John S. Chase, 33° of the New York 5.C.

B. 5t. Gaudens, 33° of the New York 5.C.

Wm. H. Miller, 33° of the Philadelphia, Pa., S.C.

H.H. Gilbert, 33° of the Philadelphia, Pa,, 5.C

James T. Robinson, 33° of the Philadelphia, Pa., 5.C

J.D. Kelly, 33° of the King Frederick S.C.

Moses Wheelar, 33° of the King Frederick S.C.

W.F. Powell, 33° of the King Frederick 5.C.

Alex T. Bowman, 33° of the King Frederick S.C

Lemuel G. Griffen, 33® of the Baltimore, Md., §.C

Rev. Jas. A. Handy, 33° of the Baltimore, Md., S.C.

A. W. Tancil, 33° of the Baltimore, Md., S.C.

Hiram Watty, 33° of the Baltimore, Md., S.C.

Thornton A, Jackson, 33° of the Washington, D.C., 8.C.

The permanent convention organizing committee was formulated, with lll. John S.
Chase. 33° of New York elected as Chairman, Ill. Samuel R: Scottron, 33° as Secretary
and IIl. William H. Miller, 33° as Assistant Secretary. Resolutions presented from the
Supreme Council of New York for the consideration of the delegates. With some modifica-
tion. these resolutions formed the basic text of the ten Articles of Union adopted by the
convention. The actions of the delegates were legal and binding on each Supreme Coun-

cil represenled, A copy of the proceedings of the Council were submitted to the Secretary-

General of each Supreme Council for their information: The three Supreme Councils

hat were to form the United Supreme Council for the Northern Jurisdiction were to hold

lizing Convention on March 19, 1881 at Philadelphia, but no delegates from

ipreme Council attended. A new date for the Convention was set as

Philadelphia, by the t a Councils and communicated to

the New York Council. In addition, the tv jelphia Councils adopted contingency

plans lecting alternate c ates 1o fill the quorum for conducting business as adopted
at the January 13th meeting, should the delegates from New York fail to attend

I1l. THE UNION

Al 718 Lombard Street, Valley of Philadelphia. Pa., on the 9th day of the Hebrew
month, Nisan, A.M_5641, ans 1g to the Christian Month April A.D., 1881, according
{0 previous arrangement Delegates from the two Supreme Councils of the Ancient and

ite of Freemasonry, whose Grand E inthe Valley of Philadelphia, Pa.
metin« onvention for the purpose armaor h 5
that time between the members of the Rite in the Northern part of the United States of
North America.

The Convention was called to order by lll. Brother William Samuel Mower, 332, lIl.
Minister of State of King Frederick Supreme Council, who nominated lIl. Brother James
T. Robinson, 33°, Treasurer®General of King Darius Supreme Council for tempaorary
chairman, who was duly elected. lll. Charles N. Brown of King Frederick Supreme Council
was elected temporary Secretary and the Chairman appointed il Thomas Cooper, Sen-
tinelof King Darius Supreme Council as Temporary Guard. The temporary nominations
being complete, the Chairman called for the credentials of the Delegates, when . Joshua
David Kelly, 33°, MPSGC of King Frederick Supreme Council made mention of the fact
that every effort had been made to have the Supreme Council whose Grand Eastisin
the Valley of New York represented. But every effort had failed after postponing of the
meeting of the Convention for more than one month, for their benefit, in hopes that they
would comply with the Articles of Union signed by them in good faith on the 13th day
of Shebat, A.M. 5641 answering to the 13th day of January. A.D., 1881, it was necessary
that each of the two Supreme Councils represented o add two more delegates to their
roster to conduct the business of the Convention. This was done and the transactions
were begun. A commillee on permanent organization was adopted, with lll. Moses
Wheeler, 33° elected as Chairman. The credentials of the delegates were examined
and fied, granting each delegate full powerand vote on all matters to lawfully come
before the Convention. A Committee on Constitution was formed. with lll. William S.
Mower as Chairman

On Saturday morning, April 9th, 1881, at 10 o'clock A.M., the convention re-

hied. The Committee on Constitution presented its report, which was approved

ypted by sections. After the adoption of the Gonstition, a roster (Tableau) of Officers
were elected as follows:

11, William Cooper, 33°

. Mosas Wheeler, 33°

1. William H. Miller, 33°

I, James T. Robinson, 33°

IIl. Joshua David Kelly, 33°

Il Henry H. Gilbert, 33°

11, Willia 5. Mower, 33° Gr. Marshal Gen.

IIl. Frederick Richardson, 33° Gr. Capt. of Guard

fil. Joshua D. Kelly, 33°, Past MPSGC, installed the elected officers, After the installa-

tion. lil. William Cooper, 33° was pleased to make the following appointments:

lIl, Rt. Rev. Jabez P. Campbell, 33°, DD, LLD Grand Prior
IIl. Thomas Cooper, 33° rand Sentinel
lil. Alexander T. Bowman, 33° puty for N. Jersey
. Milton F. Fields, 33° Deputy for Missouri

lil. Joshua David Kelly, 33° was installed after the other officers by
MPSGC William Cooper, 33¢, Previous to election, appointmentand in-
stallation ers, however, all of the wing Sovereign Grand
Inspectors-General took the Oath of Fealty to the United Supreme Coun-
cil, 33°, AASR, of the Northern Jurisdictio

William Cooper, Moses Wheeler, David Leary, iam S, Mower, John Hall, M.D,,

W. H. Randolph, James T. Robinson, Frederick Richardson, William E. Powell, Wil

Beals, Henry H berl, John Diton, William H. Miller. J. P. Peneville, Samuel Miller,

Thomas Cooper, Wilson L. Underwood, Daniel T. Masten, Charles N. Brown, Alex-

ander T. Bowman, Joshua D, Kelly, Jonathan Miller, John Brown

fter the installation and appointments were made, the Grand Marshal General, Il
Frederick Bichardson, 33° proclaimed the same throughout the two Hemispheres. A
resolution was intraduced and passed conferring the rank of Past MPSGC on Ill. David
Leary, 332, and action was made to adjourn, to meeton the first day of the Hebrew Month
Nisan A.M, 5641, corresponding to the 29th day of April A.D., 1881. The members of
the Supreme Council, o the number of 27, set down to avery fine banquet prepared
by Sublime Prince M. W. Johnson, 32°. The Orient of Pennsylvania was consolidated
and the Orients of New Jersey and Missourl were re-organized at this special session
of April 29, 1881. MPSGC Cooper wasill and did not attend. lll. Moses Wheeler presided
in his stead. The Supreme Council was deeply saddened to learn of the death of lllus-
trious Cooper on May 2, 1881. Moses Wheeler completed the unexpired term of office
and was elected Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander at the triennium session
of 1884. On July 23, 1881, Sublime Prince Major Richarson Poole, 32° was elevated
tothe 332, to become the Deputy for New York and formally organize that Orient Sublime
Prince William Henry Caldwell, 32° of Delaware was also elevated at the same lime.

M.P. Sov. Gr. Com.
P. Lieut, Gr. Com.
Gr. Minister of State
Gr, Treas-Gen, H.E.
Gr. Secl.-Gen, H.E.
Gr. Master of Cere.
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CROWN: A mark of henorable distinction, a royal or imperial headdress or
cap of sovereignty worn by monarchs. Encrusted on the cap or
crown is a double-headed eagle with beaks and talons, holding
in the latter a sword of gold and crowned with the golden crown
of Prussia, and around the base of the cap is a border of imitation
laurel leaves.
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Activities

Relative to charities, the United Supreme Council NJ, USA, PHA
under its charge has the Scottish Rite House which houses the elderly
and handicapped. The 126 units of the approximately 7 million dollars
at cost enhances the area in which it is located.

An amount of $500.00 has been given to each Orient (26) for
Scholarships. This year the amount will be $750.00 to each Orient.

In addition to the above, the United Supreme Council makes an
annual contribution to the following:

NAACP

Legal Defense Fund
United Negro College
Urban League

Local Consistories herein enclosed also have charitable programs
in which sizable amounts of monies are given to others.




Sov. Grand Commander, NJ
Booker T. Alexander, 33°
Picture of Mayor Washington

Illustrious Henry G. Fort

THE CATHEDRAL..

Articles of Union

The following resolutions and Articles were adopted and signed by the
Representatives present.

ARTICLE |

Whereas: The Representatives of the following named Supreme Councils
of the A.A.S. Rite of Free Masonry claiming Jurisdiction in the United States,
viz: The Supreme Councils for Southern and Western Jurisdiction of the United
States having its Grand East at Washington, D.C. and the Southern Jurisdic-
tion having its Grand East at Baltimore, Md. and the Supreme Council for
the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States and known as King Frederick
Supreme Council, whose Grand East is at Philadelphia, Pa. and the Supreme
Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the United States, whose Grand East
is also at the City of Philadelphia, Pa. and commanded by lIl. Bro. Wm. H.
Cooper, and the Supreme Council of the United State of America and its
territories and Dependencies, whose Grand East is at New York City, having
assembled for the purpose of promoting the welfare of our Masonic Institu-
tions and knowing that united and concurrent action between us is the first
requisite, therefore do we for ourselves and the members of our several
Supreme Councils and all bodies under our jurisdiction formally and solemnly
Renounce, Abdicate, and Transfer all Dignities, Powers and Authorities
claimed by as members of the aforesaid Supreme Councils in favor of two
Supreme Councils hereinafter described and which it is the purpose of this
meeting to establish. The three Supreme Councils for the Northern United
States, and two whose Grand East is at Philadelphia, Pa. and the one whose
Grand Eastis at New York City, shall unite into one Supreme Council for the
Northern Jurisdiction of the United States, and the two Supreme Councils,
the one whose Grand East is at Baltimore, Md. and the one whose Grand
East is at Washington, D.C. shall unite and form one Supreme Council for
the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States. The Jurisdiction of said
Councils shall be as follows:

For the Northern Jurisdiction the States hereinafter named and bounded
as follows: 1st on the North by the Northern Boundary line of the United States,
its states, dependencies and territories on the East by the Atlantic Ocean,
on the South by the following line commencing at the Mouth of Delaware
Bay, thence north to the Southern boundary of Pennsylvania, thence west
to the Ohio River, thence along the river to the Mouth of the Big Sandy River

Sov. Grand Commander, SJ
Dr. LH. Clayborn, 33°

to the Southern Boundary of Kentucky, to the Mississippi to the Southern
Boundary of Missouri thence north to the Northern Boundary of Indian Territory
thence west to the Pacific Ocean not including the State of California, thence
north to the Northern Boundary line of beginning. The boundary as above
described securing to the Northern Supreme Council to be perpetually held
by them. The following state and territories, viz: Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, lllinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minne-
sota, lowa, Nebraska, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Dakota, Montana, idaho,
Washington, Oregon, Wyoming, Utah and Alaska.

The States and Territories belonging to the Southern Jurisdiction to be
all South of the Line of the Southern Boundary of the Northern Jurisdiction
and including all States and Territories not enumerated in the list as belong-
ing to the Northern Jurisdiction. This will include the following named States
under the Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States
viz: Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Tenn
Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, California, Nevada, Indian Territory, New Mexico,
Arizona.

All the rights formerly invested in us as members of the several Supreme
Councils first mentions to be given up, transferred and perpetually held in
the two Supreme Councils now formed, one for the Northern and one for the
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States to be exercised by them in con-
formity with the laws, institutes and Statutes of said Supreme Councils and
of the Ancient, Accepted Scottish Rite.

ARTICLE Il

The two Supreme Councils, the one whose Grand East is situated at
Baltimore, Md., and the one whose Grand East is situated at Washington,
D.C. shall select seven brethren each (in all fourteen) and each of the Supreme
Councils who are to form the Northern Jurisdiction, viz: the two Councils at
Philadelphia, and the one at New York under these articles shall select five
brethren each (in all fifteen) all to be Sovereign Grand Inspectors General
of the 33° and last Degree of the Scottish Rite, who shall meet each party
in its own Jurisdiction and organize Supreme Councils of Sovereign Grand
Inspectors General of the 33° Degree according to the letter and spirit of
the Constitution of 1786 of our order, they complying with all the requirements
of the order.
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TABLEAU

Elected United Supreme Council Officers

Serving The United Supreme Council
For The Triennium Ending 1989

Officers

Booker T. Alexander Sovereign Grand Commander Wolverine
Samuel Brogdon, Jr. ... ... Lieutenant Grand Commander Bezaleel

lvory M. Buck, Jr. ... ..... Secretary General HE

Edward B. Darnell Recording Secretary Wolverine
Courtney P. Houston, Jr. ... Treasurer General HE Corinthian

Robert M. Searles Keeper of Archives DeMolay

Alvin H. Swiggett Grand Minister of State Charles E. Gordon
Winston O. Williams Cathedral Secretary DeMolay

Trustees

Il. Keesler Montgomery, 33°, Chairman
ll. Charles A. Downes, 33° .. .. lll. William A. Neblett, Jr., 33°
I1l. Winston O. Williams, 33°

Our hands reach out for you, Brother Mason.
Join today so you may help in our fraternal cause.

Presented by lllustrious Sir David L. Holliman, 33°
Illustrious Sir Marion Cheatham, 33°




Reinforce

DeMolay
DeHugo

King David

St. Cyprian .....
Corinthian

Philadelphia, PA
Camden, NJ
New York, NY
... Pittsburgh, PA
Wilmington, DE
Wolverine Detroit, Mi
New Haven New Haven, CT
Mimrod ............ Harrisburg, PA
Douglass Plainfield, NJ
Mt. Sinai .......... Providence, Rl
North Star St. Paul, MN
Bezaleel Cleveland, OH
Kaw Valley ........... Topeka, KS
Holy Sepulchre Boston, MA
Western Star Wichita, KS
Orient Kansas City, KS
King Solomon Cincinnati, OH
L.D. Easton Columbus, OH
Mt. Calvary Atlantic City, NJ
Willamette Portland, OR
St. Matthews Toledo, OH
Charles E. Gordon

Replenish

Constantine . .. .... Indianapolis, IN
Dayton, OH
Joshua D. Kelley ...... Ohama, NE
Western Chicago, IL
Bison .. Buffalo, NY
Mountain & Plains ..... Denver, CO
Malta e Richmond, IN
Sardonias .. .. Newark, NJ
Peninsular . Lansing, MI
Wtica 2o Syracuse, NY
William F. Powell . .. Des Maines, 1A
Ophary! St S0 Trenton, NJ
Menelik . . . Springfield, IL
Samual W. Gordon . Asbury Park, NJ
Hiram - . Cairo, IL
St. Johns .. . Evansville, IN
Mountain Altoona, PA
Marion ...... . ... . Marion, IN
Long Istand ......... Brooklyn, NY
Magic City East Chicago, IN
East St. Louis, IL

. Chester, PA

Fort Wayne Fort Wayne, IN
Prince Hall ... Seattle, WA
A.G. Clark . ... Waterloo, 1A
Se-Kan .. L Parsons, KS
lonic 2w Milwaukee, WI
Saginaw Valley Saginaw, M|
Northern Lights Anchorage, AK
Bahamas ....... MNassau, Bahamas
Beaver : Ontario, Canada
Cascadian Tacoma, WA
Wabash South Bend, IN
Infand . ... ...... Spokane, WA
Hartford . . Hartford, CT
Pikes Peak .. Colorado Springs, CO
Tri-Cities ... . East Moline, IL
Grand Bahama . ... Grand Bahama-

Bahamas
Madison-Beloit Madison, WI
Keystone Oklanwa, Japan
Martin L. King, Jr. ... Bryn Mawr, PA
George Town . ... Exuma, Bahamas
Whitney M. Young, Jr. . .... Erie, PA

Springfield ........ Springfield, MA
Albany Albany, NY
North Shore ........ Waukegan, IL
Balthasar ............ Rockford, IL
G. Oscar Carrington . ... Milton, DE
Ben Lomond .......... Ogden, UT
Robert Henry ... Bangkok, Thailand
Karamursel ... Adana, Turkey
Mount Royal . ... Montreal, Canada
Pentecost, Desining, NY
Spain Military Madrid, Spain
Eleuthera Eleuthera, Bahamas
Gustave M. Solomons . Bitburg, Ger.
Top Of The World . . . . Fairbanks, AK
Joseph |. Stalon Luzon, Phillippine, Is.
Marquette-Joliet Joliet, IL
Trinidad-Tobago ... Trinidad-Tobago,

The West Indies
Capital City Olympia, WA
Nathan W. Thatcher . Manhattan, KS
Bimini Bimini, Bahamas
Barbados ... Bridgetown, Barbados

Petition Now — Be Involved — Support Charity, Union and Brotherly Love




Itis decreed that membershipin the fraternal order be confined to regular Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of
freemasons who are members of lodges descended from African Lodge 459, North and South America After attaining the 32° Scottish Rite or the

more frequently known as Prince Hall Masons. Knights Templar of York Rite you may petition for membership in the Shrine
Note the following process for your information: area where you reside.

A. Freemasonry — the philosophy of right living.
Freemasonry is the largest worldwide fraternal organization. The three
degrees of Fremasonry
(B (Blue Lodge) are: Entered Apprentice A petition for membership is included with this presentation. Contact a
Fellowcraft Brother in your immediate area for information needed for preparation, and
Master Mason instructions to proceed.

A Consistory usually conducts two Ceremonials each for the porpose of
establishing new members.

. Scottish Rite and/or York Rite There are 85 Consistories through the Northern Jurisdiction, awaiting
There is no higher degree in Masonry than that of a Master Mason. your dedicated involvement and participation.
However, there are other degrees which amplify and elaborate on the
lesson of the Craft. These degrees are conferred through either the Scot-
tish Rite or York Rite.
PRINCE HALL MASONRY IS ON THE MOVE!

JOIN NOW.
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UNITED SUPREME COUNCIL, 33°
Northern Jurisdiction, U.S.A., Prince Hall Affiliation

“May each brother among us realize
that our fraternity is judged in
his community by the life he leads,
and by his example to others.”

Booker T. Alexander, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

Get involved now...JOIN TODAY!




PETITION FOR INITIATION OR RESTORATION
* * X

To the Officers and Members of Consistory
and Coordinate Bodies of Scottish Rite Masons, sitting in the Valley of

in the Orient of

The undersigned hereof humbly shows that he is desirous of being
admitted as a member of your several Bodies and humbly requests that
he may be received among you, and that he will ever pray for the
prosperity and glory of the Order and the welfare of the Brethren, under
the prescribed Oath of Fealty.

Full Name

He was born at

on the day of month of

year of

His present address is

and has lived in this jurisdiction since

His occupation is that of a

Hehas___ before petitioned for the degrees of Scottish

Rite Masonry and was rejected

He is a member in good standing in

Lodge (No. _, ) of Symbolic Masonry

Stationed at

of which Brother
is the present Secretary.

Signed

Recommended by

Vouched for by

Dated Fee $

Telephone Hat Size
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March 6, 1775

The Father of .Mosonry in America

PRINCE HALL MASONRY

All legitimate masonry among colored men in America must trace
its historic origin to Prince Hall in order to obtain respectable
sanction in the Masonic world. Since this institution has developed
into an organization comprising over 5,000 lodges and a quarter of
a million members, and has an unbroken existence for 150 years, a
knowledge of its origin must be of general interest.

Colored masonry in America was established on March 6, 1775,
in Boston, by the act of an army lodge attached to a British regiment, |
in initiating Prince Hall and fourteen other free colored men. About
a year later, when the British evacuated Boston, this army lodge
issued a dispensation to this group to nieet as a lodge and to observe
certain ceremonies, but not to confer any degrees, and as a result
African Lodge No. 1 was organized. The lodge met under the dis-
pensation, and possibly under, a second one issued by Provincial
G. M. Rowe, until 1787. The Revolutionary War, in which Hall
served, prevented an application for a charter to England until 1784.
This was promptly granted but not received until 1787 owing to some
irritating delays, so that African L.odge 459 was not organized under
the English charter until May 6, 1787. It was the only lodge in
America holding a charter from the mother grand lodge of the world.
A number of free colored men in New England, New York and Phila-
delphia received their degrees from this lodge, and its steady growth
is attested by its old roster and minute hooks.

On June 24, 1791, African Grand Lodge was organized in Bos-
ton by an assembly of the craft from New York. New England and
Philadelphia. Hall was elected Grand Master and a full record
of this assembly and the officers selected is preserved.
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