MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Martin O. Weddington Papers.

Copyright Notice:

This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S.
Code, Title 17). Researchers are liable for any
infringement. For more information, visit
www.mnhs.org/copyright.

Version 3
August 20, 2018


http://www.mnhs.org/copyright
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/00634.xml

CONSTITUTION

and

BY-LAWS

- 0of the

PRINCY HALL GRAND COMMAKDERY

KNIGHTS TZMPLAR

of the

STATE OF ILLINOIS AND JURISDICTION




Article
Article
Article

Article

Sec.
Sec.
Article
article
Sec.
Sec,
Article
Lrticle
Article
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec,
Sec.,
article
irticle
:‘LrtiCIS
Article
Lrticle
irticle

nrticle

article
Sec.
Sec,
Lo,
Sec.,
Sec.
Sec.

article
sec,
Sec,
Sec.
Sec.
Sec,
Sec.
Sec.

INDEX

CONSTITUTION
I: Name
II: Of Whom Composed
III: Conclaves = Quorum
Quorum
IV: Officers - Style - Rank - Election and
Installation
4. Annual Election

5. Installation

V: Past Officers - Rank

VI: Grand Officers - Eligibility - Vacancies

6: Vacancies

7¢ Trustees

VIi: Votes .

VIII: Powers of the Grand Commandery

IX: Powers and Duties of Grand Officers

1: Duties of the Right Eminent Grand Commander

2: Duties of the Deputy Grand Commander

3: Duties of the Gruand Generalissimo and
Grand Captain General

4: Duties of the Grand Treosurer

5: Duties of the Grand Recorder

7: Duties of the Grand Instructor

8: Duties of the Grand Council

9: Duties of Grand Trustees

10: Other Officers

X: District Deputies

XI: Committees

XII: Commanderies under Dispensation

XIII: Chartered Commanderies

XIV: Genernl Provisions

XV: fimendments

BY-LAWS

CHAPTER I: Relative to Grond Commandery
I: Annual Conclave
I1: Duties of Grand Officers
1: Duties of the Right Eminent Grand Commander
2% Duties of the Grand Treasurer
3: Duties of the Grand Recorder
4: Duties of the Grand Instructor
5: Duties of Grand Trustees
6: Duties of Other Officers
IIT: Duties of Committees
1: Committee on Rules
2: Committee on Grand Officers' Reports
3: Committee on Jurisprudence and Laws
4: Committee on Credentials
S: Committee on Appeals and Grievconces
€: Committee on Finaonce and Accounts
7: Committee on Foreign Correspondence

[
=]
@

ok 01 0l 0l DO

Moo don

o
&

n
(4

23
23
23

"
[

24
24
24
24
24

"
[

25
25
25
25

n
25



Sec.
Sec.
Sec,
Sec,
Sece.
. Sec.
Article
Article
Sec.
Article
Article
Article

8: Committee on Petitions

9: Committee on Charters and Dispensation
10: Committee on Obituary

11: Committee on Printing

12: Committee on Charity

13: Committee on Nominations

IV: Distributing Work Among Committees
V: Compensation of Grand Officers

4: Compensation of Committees

VI: Elecstion -~ Qualified Voters

VII: Revenue

VIII: Funds

CHAPTER II: Relative to Subordi nate Commanderies

Article
Article

article
Article
aﬂkrti [+ 10

Sec.
Article

Sec.

Sec .

Sec.

Sec,

Sec.

Sec.
Article
&rticle
Article
Article
article
Article
article
article
article
article
Article
Article
Article
Article
Article
Article
Article
Article
Article
Article
article
Article
Article

1: Of Whome Composed
II: Conclaves = Quorum
Quorum
ITI: Powers cnd Duties of a Commandery
IV: Officers
V: Eligibility to Office - Election and

Installation
8: Vacancies
VI: Duties of Officers

1: Duties of the Eminent Commander
2: Duties of the Generalissimo

3: Duties of the Cantain General
4: Duties of the Treasurer

5: Duties of the Recorder

6: Duties of Other Officers

VII: Committees

VIII: Resignation and Vacancies

IX: Questions - How Determined

X': Membership

XI: Jurisdiction of the Commandery
XII: Qualifications of Candidates
XIII: Petitions

XIV: Balloting

XV: Rejoctionms

XVI: "
XVII: Conferring Degrees
XVIII: Fees

XIX: Right of Visit

XX: Demissions

XXI: Non-Affiliated Members

XXII: Special Dispensation

XXIII: Dispensations for a New Commandery
XXIV: Annunl Returns

XXV: Representation in Grand Commandery and Proxies

XiVI: Dissolution of Chartered Commnnderies
XXVII: Consolidation of Commtnderies
XXVIII: Charter or Warrznt

XXIX: Official Documents - Public fippearing

31

31
31
33
33

37

37
58
33
38
40
40
40
41
43

A
‘T

43
44
44
45=4
45-14
47
48
49
50
51
52
52
53
54
54
55
56
57
58
29
60
€1

(v)



CHAPTER III - Relative to Discipline and Procedure 62
Article I: Penal Powers 62
Article II1: Offenses 64
Article III: Presentation of Charges and Specifications 65
iArticle IV: Reception of Charges and Notice 66
Article V: Witnesses and Testimony 67
Article VI: Verdict and Judgment 70
Article VII: Punishment 71
Lrticle VIII: Suspension for Nonpayment of Dues 73
Article IX: Appeals 74
Article X: Restoration and Reinstatement 78
Article XI: Eminent Commonders - Subordinate Commanderies =~

Officers 81
Article XII: Summons 82
Article XIII: Amendment 82
Business . 83
Rules of Debate 84
Committees 85
Election of Officers ' 85
Certificate to be attached to /umendments 86 =87

-

(e)




‘ o
PRINCE HALL GRAND COMMANDERY

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
of the
STATE OF ILLINOIS AND JURISDICTION

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I
ame
This Grand Commandery shall be known by the name and style
PRINCE HALL GRAND COMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLAR, of the State of
Illinois and Jurisdiction.

ARTICLE II

OF WHOM COMPOSED

This Grand Commandery shall consist of Right Eminent Grand
Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand
Captain General, Grand Prelate, Grand Senior Warden, Grand
Junior Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand Instruoctor,
Grand Standard Bearer, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Warder, Grand
Sentinel, Assistant Grand Recorder, the Legal Representatives
for the time being of Subordinate Commanderies, under the
Jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, and also the Past Elected
Grand Officers, the Past Eminent Commanders, so long as they are
contributing members of some Constituent Commandery of this
Grand Commandery.

ARTICLE III
CONCLAVES == QUORUM

Sec. 1. This Grand Commandery shall meet annually on or
before the second Thursday of August of each year, at such
place as shall have been selected by a majority vote of the
members present at the previous annual conclave of this Grand
Commandery. If, however, there shall be a just reason why
this Grand Commandery should not meet at the place selected,
the Right Eminent Grand Commander and his elected Grand Officers
shall select a suitable place of meeting and make the same known
to the subordinate Commanderies and their legal representatives
as soon as practicable. Provided, that if there should occur
any just reason why the annual Conclave should not be held,
then, in that case, the Right Eminent Grand Commander and his
elected Grand Officers shall meet, and if they, by a majority
vote, shall decide that the annual Conclave should be called
off, then the Right Eminent Grand Commander shall submit the
question of calling off such annual Conclsasve to the subordinate
Commanderies, upon a referendum vote, and if three-fourths of
all of the chartered subordinate Commanderies shall vote to call-
of such annual Conclave, then the same shall be called of and
the Right Eminent Grand Commander shall issue a proclamation to
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that effect; provided, that if any annual Conclave is called off,
the elected Grand Officers shall meet at such place, as may be
designated by the Right Eminent Grand Commander, at the time the
annual Conclave called off should have been held and receive all
of the annual returns and reports of the various subordinate
Commanderies and supervise the finances of this Grand Commandery.

Sec. 2. Special Conclaves may be called by the Right
Eminent Grand Commander, in case of any emergency, at any time
and place, in his discretion, or when requested by nine legal
representatives of this Grand Commandery, all of whom shall be
members of separate subordinate Commanderies, and in such case
it shall be his duty to call a special Conclave of this Grand
Commandery. Due notice shall be given to each subordinate Com=-
mandery, of the time and place such special Conclave is to be
held and the business to be transacted. No other business than
that specified in the notice, call, or summons, shall be transac-
ted. Provided that no special Conclave shall be called or held
within 60 days of the annual Concalve of the Grand Commandery,
except in case of some great emergency when the existence of
the Grand Commandery is in jeopardy or when some of its valuable
property is about to be lost or destroyed.

Sec, 3. Notice of all annual and special conclaves of this
Grand Commancery shall be issued to the subordinate Commanderies
at least sixty days prior to the holding of such annual or
special Conclave mentioned in the notice.

QUORUM

Sec, 4. Nine representatives of at least three ch:artered
Commanderies, whose taxes are paid, shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business. If a quorum does not appear
at the end of the first day the annual Conclave is to be held,
the same shall be adjourned to the next annual Conclave, and the
elected Grand Officers shall select the place of the next meet-
ing.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS - STYLE - RANK - ELECTION AND INSTALLATION

Sec. 1, The Officers of this Grand Commandery shall be
styled and ranked as follows:

l. Right Eminent Grand Commander

2. Deputy Grand Commander

3. GCran@ Generalissimo

4., Grand Captain General .

5. Grand Prelate

6. Grand Senior liarden

7. Grand Junior Warden

8. Grand Treasurer

9, Grand Recorder
10. Grand Instructor

11l. Grand Stendard Bearer, Grand Sword Bearer,

Grand Warder, Grand Sentinel, and Assistant Grand Recorder.

12, Grand Trustees,
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S8e0. 2. The elective officers are Right Eminent Commander,
Deputy Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Captain
General, Grand Prelate, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand
Instructor, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, who shall
be elected annually by separate ballot at the annual Conclave
of this Grand Commandery by a majority vote.

Sec. 3. Appointive officers are Grand Standard Bearer,
Orand Sword Bearer, Grand Warder, Grand Sentinel, and Assistant
Orand Recorder who shall be appointed by the Right Eminent Grand
Commander elect.

ANNUAL ELECTION

Sec., 4. The annual election of the Grand Officers of this
Grand Commandery shall be held in the afternoon of the second
day's session of the annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery,
or at such other time as may be designated by a majority vote of
the members present. When an annual election has begun, no otlier
business shall be transacted until the election is finished.

INSTALLATION

Sec. 5. The officers elected and appointed shall be in=-
stalled as soon after their election and appointment as it is
convenient to do so, prior to the closing of the Grand Com-
mandery.

The election and installation shall be held by the present
or a past Right Eminent Grand Commander or the present or past
Deputy Grand Commander, provided that no one shall be eligible
to hold an election or installation when he, himself, is a
candidate for election, or is to be installed.

Every Sir Knight elected or appointed to an office in this
Grand Commandery shall, if present, be installed at some suitable
time before the final closing of the annual Conclave, at which he
may have been elected or appointed; and should any Sir Knight
elected or appointed to an office be unavoidably called away be-
fore being installed, ' ; it shall be his duty
to present himself to the deputy of his district; and said
deputy shall at a regular conclave of his Commandery install him.
The deputy shall notify the Right Eminent Grand Commander of his
actions,

All officers eleoted, appointed and installed, shall hold
office until the next annual Conclave and until their successors
are elected, appointed, and installed.

ARTICLE V
PAST OFFICERS - RANK
The Past Grand Officers shall be styled by the name of the

~ighest office previously held by them, or to which they have been
clected and installed, with the word "Past" affixed thereto. Pro-
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vided that only Past Right Eminent Grand Commanders shall rank
as Past Grand Officers. Past Eminent Commanders shall be styled
and ranked as such.,

ARTICLE VI

GRAND OFFICERS - ELIGIBILITY - VACANCIES

Sec,s 1. No one except those who have been elected, installed
in the office of Eminent Commander and who have presided over a
subordinate Commandery recognized by this Grand Commandery as
legal and who are in good standing in and contributing members of
some subordinate Commandery of this Grand Commandery, and who arag
qualified voters of this Grand Commandery, are eligible to be
elected or appointed to any office in this Grand Comuandery,
subject to the exceptions and conditions hereinafter provided.

Sec. 2. (&) No one shall be eligible to be elected to the
office of Right Eminent Grand Commander exscept thcse who have
been elected to, installed and served in the office of Deputy
Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Captain General, or a -
Past Right Eminent Grand Commander, .

(b) No one shall be eligible to be elected to the office
of Deputy Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Captain
General, or any other elective office of this Grand Commandery,
except a member who has been elected to, installed, and presided
in the office of Eminent Commandery and who is a contributing
member of a constituent Commandery of this Grand Commandery and
ranked as Past Eminent Commender.

Sec. 3. No one who has been elected in the office of Right
Eminent Grand Commander or Deputy Grand Commander shall be eli;:ible
to hold any office in a subordinate Commandery at the same time.

Sec. 4. No one shall be eligible to be appointed to any
office in this Grand Commandery except & member who has been
elected to, installed, and presided in the office of Eminent
Commander and is a contributing member of a constituent Comman-
dery and a qualified voter of this Grand Commandery.

Sec., 5. No one shall be eligible to be elected to the office
of Right Eminent Grand Commander for more than two years in suc-
cession.

VACANCIES

Sec. 6. (a) 1In the event of the death, absence, disability
or disqualification of the Right Eminent Grand Comuander, the
Deputy Grand Commander shall fill the office and perform the duties
of the Right Eminent Grand Commander.

(b) In the event of the death, absence, disability or dis-
qualification of the Right Eminent Grand Commander and Deputy
Grand Commander, the Grand Generalissimo shall perform the duties
of the office of the Right Eminent Grand Commander.




(¢) 1In the event of the death, absence, disability or
disqualification of the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Deputy
Grand Commander and the Grand Generalissimo, the Grand Captain
General shall perform the duties of the office of the Right
Eminent Grand Commander.

(d) In the case of the death, absence, disability or dis-
qualification of the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Deputy Grand
Commander, Grand Generalissimo, and Grand Captain General, the
Grand Senior Warden shall perform the duties of the office of
the Right Eminent Grand Commander.

(e) In the case of the death, absence, disability or dis-
qualification of the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Deputy
Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Captain General,
and Grand Senior Warden, the Grand Junior Warden shall perform
the duties of the office of the Right Eminent Grand Commander,
and likewise in the case of the death, absence, disability or
disqualification of the Grand Junior Warden and all of the higher
ranking officers above named, the oldest Eminent Commander shall
fill the office and perform the duties of the Right Eminent
Grand Commander. The office of the Right Eminent Grand Commander
shall never be vacant. :

TRUSTEES
Sec. 7. The Trustees of this Grand Commandery shall be tlie
Right Eminent Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, Grand
Generalissimo, Grand Captain General and Grand Recorder.

ARTICLE VII

VOTES

Sec. 1. In all elections of this Grand Commandery each
subordinate Commandery shall be entitled to three votes, to be
cast by the legal representatives or proxy. In case there be
only one representative present, he shall cast the three votes
of the Commandery; if two representatives be present the highect
in rank shall cast two votes and the lowest one vote; if threc
representatives are present, they shall cast one vote each.,

Sec. 2. Each Grand Officer shall be entitled to one vote;
each Past Grand Officer shall be entitled to one vote, and each
Past Eminent Commander shall be entitled to one vote; provided
that no present officer of the Grand Commandery can vote as a
past officer of the subordinate Commandery and a present or past
officer of the Grand Commandery.

Sec. 3. In taking the yeas and nays on roll call, the offi-
cers of the Grand Commandery shall be called first, past Grand
officers, second, Past Eminent Commanders and those who have onse
vote, third, and those who have three votes, fourth, and last,
those, if any, who have four votes; provided that the Right
Eminent Grand Commander or the committee on credentials, may re=
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arrange the manner of calling votes as may be deemed most con-
venient for the casting of the votes in the least possible time.

Seo, 4. All questions oamning before the Grand Commandery,
shall be decided by a majority vote unless otherwise provided by
law, ’

Sec, 5. In all cases of an equality or tie vote, the Right
Eminent Grand Commander shall cast the deciding vote, except in
oases of election. In such case, the votes shall be taken over.
All disposition of amendments and alterations of the Constitution,
By-Laws, rules, regulations and standing resolutions shall be
had as provided by law.

Sec, 6. No one shall be eligible to vote in this Grand
Commandery except those who are qualified as prescribed by law.

ARTICLE VIII

POWERS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY

This Grand Commandery has, and oclaims all the essential
powers and authority belonging to the Order of the Xnights
Templar, especially:

l, To grant dispensations and charters for holding regular
Commanderies of the Order under its jurisdiction, with the right
to confer therein the degrees of the Order, when deemed expedieunt,
and for good cause may annul, revoke or amend such dispensation,
or may annul, revoke or erase any pre-existing dispensation or
charter of any constituent Commandery.

2, To fix the location and boundaries of its subordinate
Commanderies, and to settle all controversies that may arise
between the constituent Commanderies of this Grand Commandery.

3. To make and enforce all laws, rules and regulations,
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, and to altar,
amend, and repeal the same at will; and that its enactments,
ediocts and decisions upon all questions shall be the supreme law
of the Order, and shall be strictly obeyed by all Commanderies
uﬁger Fhe Jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery and the members
thereof.

4, To make and edopt general laws, rules and regulations
for the government of its subordinate Commanderies, and at
pleasure may alter, amend or repeal the same, and has the final
decision or determination of all matters, controversies or
grievances which may be brought up by appeal or otherwise from
the subordinate Commanderies or from the decision of the Eminent
Commander.,

5. To establish and preserve a uniform ritualistic work and
instruction within the usages and customs of the Order of Xnights
Templar, and that all rituals so adopted shall not be altered,
modified, changed or added to, without the authority of the Grand




Commandery being first expressly granted.

6. To assess and collect from its constituent Commanderiecs
or from the members of the Order, under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Commandery, such sum or sums of money as may be provided
by law and found necessary for the support and maintenance of this
Grand Commandery or for the purpose of maintaining and protccting
the Order.

7. To establish and maintain a Charity Fund for the benc-
fit of the members who are old and indigent and without means of
support, or the orphans and widows of any deceased member who
died in good standing in any of the constituent Commanderies,
whenever deemed necessary by a two-thirds vote of the members
present at any annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery.

8, May supervise the state and condition of its finances,
and enact such legislation in relation thereto as it may deem
necessary. :

9. This Grand Commandery has power and original jurisdiction
to hear and decide all charges and complaints against the me.ibers
of this Grand Commandery or against members of the Order, under
the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, for the violation of
the laws, edicts, rules and regulations of this Grand Commandery,
the moral law or for the violation of the oath and ovligation
of the member, and, upon conviction, after an impartial trisal,
may expel, suspend or reprimand the accused; and its sentences,
decisions and judgments shall be final, conclusive and binding
upon the accused, the subordinate Commanderies, and all concerned.

10, The Grand Commandery has power to hear and determine
all appeals from the subordinate Commanderies, to order the
recordsof any case in a subordinate Comuandery, hear and deter-
mine the matters therein, and as an appellate and supreme
tribunal, it has power to set aside, modify, reverse or confirn
the verdict, sentence, decision, and judgment of constituent
Commanderies, and the¢ rulings and decisions of the Eminent Comn-
manders, and has power, upon trial of cases coming up by anpeal,
to acquit, to suspend or expel any member of the Order for the
violation of the moral law, the edicts, laws, rules and regula-
tions of this Grand Commandery, or for the commission of any
criminel offense, and its judgments and decisions in any or all
such cases are final, conclusive and binding upon the accused
and all concerned,

11, The Grand Commandery has jurisdiction and power to
determine all appeals from the Eminent Commanders or the presiding
officer and alone, has jurisdiction and powver to try the
Eminent Communder for the violation of the laws, rules, edicts
and regulations of this Grand Cormandery, the moral law, or for
the commission of any crime or c¢riminal offense, and upon con-
viction to inflict such punishment as appears just and equitable;
and has power to remove the Eminent Commanders or any officers of
a constituent Commandery from office. All expenses of any such
triil shall be borne by the Com.undery of the officer tried.
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12, This Grand Commandery has power to adopt a budget
and to do whatever it finds necessary for the best interest of
the order and to execute all such powers and perform all such
acts as by custom and usage are exercised and performed by a
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar,

ARTICLE IX
POWERS AND DUTIES OF GRAND OFFICERS
DUTIES OF THE RIGHT EMINENT GRAND COMMANDER

Sec. 1. The Right Eminent Grand Commander is the executive
officer of the Grand Commandery and as such shall perform all
duties pertaining to such office and shall see that the enact-
ments and edicts of this Grand Commandery are faithfully per=
formed and that all officers faithfully perform all duties
assigned to them as such officers,

2., He shall preside when present at all conclaves and mect-
ings of this Grand Commandery and that all assemblies of Knights
Templar within his jurisdiction, except at the time of his o.n
election and installation. He shall, at pleasure, preside over
any meeting or conclave of any subordinate Commandery at which
he may be present.

3. He has power to suspend or remove from office, until

the next succeeding conclave of this Grand Commandery, or for a
less time, any officer of this Grand Commandery, or of any con=-
stituent commandery, for the violation or disobedience of the -
laws, rules, and regulations of this Grand Commandery, the com=-
mission of any criminal offense, or for contumacy to his lawful
authority, for malefesance in office, or for doing anything
which will lower the standing of the Order.

4., He shall have power to call a special conclave of this
Grand Commandery whencver he thinks the good of the Order re=-
quires it in any case of great emergency, provided that no
special conclave can be called within 60 days of an annual con-

' clave. He shall specify the business to be laid before the

Grand Commandery in special session, and shall cause notice to

be given as required by law of the time and place of such special
conclave.,

5. During the interim of the annual Conclave of this Grand
Commandery, he shall have a general supervision of the Order
throughout the jurisdiction, and shall decide all questions of
law referred to him, and his decision shall be binding until the
next annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery. It shall be his
duty to see to it that the general landmarks of Masonry, the
constitution, laws, regulations and edicts of this Grand Comman-
dery and his own edicts are faithfully observed, and that there
be no violation of the same,

6. He shall appoint all committees not otherwise provided
by law and shall be ex-officio chairman thereof, and shall have




supervision of their work.

7. He shall have power to convene any constituent Commendery
in special session at pleasure. Whenever he desires to convene
any subordinate Commandery, under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Commandery, in a special session, he shall notify the Eminent
Commandery of the fact, and immediately thereupon the Eminent
Commander of the subordinate Commandery to be convened shall cause
the members of his Commandery to be notified of the time and place

"of such meeting, and it shall be the duty of the Recorder of his

Commandery to issue a notice to the members of his Commandery of
the time and place of the meeting of the Commandery called by
the Right “minent Grand Commander. The Eminent Commander and
all the officers of the Commandery shall do all in their power
to facilitate the meeting called by the Right Eminent Grand Com=-
mander and the Commandery shall extend to the Right Eminent
Grand Commuander all courtesies, -

8. He shall have power to visit each and every constituent
Commandery throughout the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandcry
for the purpose of giving instructions, inspecting the books,
records, and proceedings of the subordinate Commandery, or he may
appoint his deputy as his representative to inspect the books,
records and proceedings of constituent Commandery and he shall
see that the records of all subordinate Commanderies are kept in
due and proper form and that the Commanderies do not violate the
general landmarks of Masonry, the laws, rules, regulations and
edicts of the Grand Commandery and his own edicts, and that they
do nothing to bring disgrace upon the order of Knights Templar,
or to lower the standing of the Order within the vicinity where
the Commandery is located. He shall cspecially see to it that
all disbursements of the funds of the constituent Commandcries
are properly made by the officer designated for that purpose, and
that such disbursements are made only pursuant to the will or
vote of the Commandery, and that a corrcct record and proper
accounting be made of the same. He shall also see that the funds
or finances of the constituent Commanderies are safeguarded and
are properly administered.

9. He shall have power to suspend the charter of the
subordinate Commandery, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Cou:-
mandery for contumacy, or for the violation of the general land=-
marks of Masonry, the laws, rules and regulations of this Grand
Commandery or for doing anything to lower the standing of the
Order. Such suspension may be until the next succeeding annual
conclave, or for a shorter time. 'All such suspensions shall be
reported to the Grand Commandery at 1ts next succeading annual
conclave,

10, He shall have power to issue dispensation for the forma=-
tion of the new Commanderies in manner as provided by law.

1ll. In the organization of new Commanderies, the Right
Eminent Grand Commander shall have power to confer the degrees of
the Order at sight, either in person or by deputy appointed for
that purpose, upon a sufficient number of eligible applicants in
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order tq enable them to petition him for a dispensation to form

a new Commandery. All fees collected by the Right Eminent Grand
Commander or his deputy for the conferring of the degrees of the
Order at sight shall be turned into the treasury of the new
Commandery so organized. The minimum fee in such cases shall

not be less than that prescribed for the initiation of candidates
in a regular chartered Commandery. In all such cases, the maximum
number upon whom degrees can be conferred at sight shall not cx=-
ceed nine (9).

12, He shall have power to review and determine all appeals
from rulings and decisions of the Eminent Commanders and his
Judgment and decision in the matter shall be binding until the
next annual conclave of the Grand Commandery to which his action
on such matters shall be reported.

13. He shall be the custodian of the bonds of the Grand
Treasurer and Grand Rccorder and shall have the same present at
each annual conclave of this Grand Commandery and shall turn thom
over to his successor in office.

14, He shall have power to summons and comnand the Grand
Officers of this Grand Commander or any other member of the
Ordecr to mect him in conference or to advise and assist him on
questions relative to the Order. :

15+ During the interim of the annual Conclave of this Grand
Commandery, if any cmergency arises and any assessment, by reason
thereof, is deeme¢d necessary, the Right Eminent Grand Communder
with the consent of his Grand Dcputy, Grand Generalissimo, Granu
Captain General, or a majority of them shall have powcr and may
levy special assessments against the subordinate Commandcries
based on their membcrship at the time such asscssment is levicd;
and if any such assessment is lcvied, cach member shall pay his
pro rata share., If any assessment is lc¢vied, the Right Emincent
Grand Commandcer shall statc the time within which tho samc is to
be paid. Provided that the payment of any such assessment cannot
be cextended beyond tho next annual conclave of this Grand Comn-
mandery.

16. Thc Right Eminent Grand Commander shall havc powcr to
issue dispcnsation for any lawful purpose, a2s may be provided by
law, ;

17. It shall bc¢ the duty of the Right Eminent Grand Commander
to visit cach subordinate Commandcry, under the jurisdiction of
this Grand Commandery, at least once annually, and at such othcr
times as hc may deem necessary, and in making such visits, hc
shall have power to call two or more Commanderics togcther which
may bc located in the same city, or within the vicinity of ten
(10) milcs radius. In making any such visit, it shall te his
duty to inspcect the books, records, proccedings and transactions
of each Commandery visitcd and scc that the books of thec Commun-
dery are kept in such manncr as to safcguard the funds of the
Commandery and that the rccords of the Commandery are pruscrvcd
for all lcgitimate purposcs of the Commandery. In making any such




official visits, the Commandery or Commandcrics so visited shall
pay his eoxpenses incurred per diem, as providecd by law,.

18, The Right Eminent Grand Commandcr shall have powcr to
divide tho jurisdiction into districts, and to appoint a district
deputy Grand Commandcr over cach district, Provided that the deputy
Grand Commander shall be deputy ovor the district in which he
resides.

19, It shall bec the duty of the Right Eminent Crand Com-
mander to approve in writing or sign all orders drawn upon tho
Grand Trcasurer to ligquidate and pay the legitimate expenscs and
obligations of *this Grand Commandcry, pursuant to the laws, rcgu-
lations and dircctions of this Grand Commandery. Such ordcrs arc
to be drawn, attcsted and signed by the Grand Rccordcr and countcre
signed by the Right Eminent Grand Commander. It shall bc his duty
to sec that the funds of this Grand Commandcry arc dcposited in
a bank in the name of this Grand Commandery when so directed by
the Grand Commander, and shall sign all checks or drafts drawn by
the Grand Trcasurcr for the payment of the obligations of this
Grand Commandorsy as cxpressed in the order drawn by the Grond
Recorder.

20, It shall be the duty of the Right Emincnt Grand Comman-
der to causc a true audit to bo made of the books, papcrs, docu-
ments, rccords and accounts of thc Grand Treasurer and Grand
Rccordcr and to cause a rcoport of the result of such audit and
examination to be made to the Grand Commandery at its annual con-
clave,

2l. The Right Emine¢nt Grand Commandcr shall makc an annusl
rcport of all his official acts and deeisions and shall closc :uch
annual roport at lcast fifteen (15) days prior to thc¢ annual co .-
clave of this Grand Commandery, and to furnish a typowritten copy
of th¢ same and forward it to the Grand Rccorder at lcast 15
days bcfore the annual conclave. The Grand Rccorder shall place
said rcport with thc other rcports of the Grand Officurs for the
purposc of turning them over to the propur committee or comaittccs
at lcast ten (10) days before the annual conclave of thc Grand
Commandery. All decisions of the Right Emincnt Grand Comuandcr
not r¢ported shall bccome void at the closc of the annual conclave
of the Grand Commandery at ,which they should have been rcported.

22. The Right Eminent Grand Commandcr shall mal:c a supple=
mental rceport that may -be ncccssary to cover his official ncts
during the time that shall clapse since +hc closing of his annunl
report and the convening of the Grand Commandery. The annual report
and the supplemental rcport, if any, shall be rcad and submittod
to the Grand Commandery during the first dey's scssion thorcof,

23. At thc cnd of his term of officc, hc shall turn ovcer to
his succcssor in officc all books, re¢cords, documcnts and propcr-
tics of cvery description or kind in his posscssion or undcr his
control.

<4, Hc shall bc paid all the legitimate cxpenscs of his
office, and such salary as may bc provided by law.
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DUTIES OF THE DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER

Secs 2. The Deputy Grond Commander shall assist the Right
Eminent Grand Commandor in the pg¢rformance of his duties and
shall fill any vacancy that occurs in the office of the Right
Emincnt Grand Commandcr as provided in Section 6 of Article 6 of
the Constitution. He shall purfdérm such other dutics as may from
time to time bc assigned to him by the Grand Commandcry or the
Right Emincnt Grand Commander.

DUTIES OF THE GRAND GENERALISSIMO AND GRAND CAPTAIN
GENERAL

Sces, 3. Thc Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain Genoral
shall assist the Right Emincnt Grand Commander in the pcrformance
of the dutics of his office and in case of a vacancy in tho
officc of tho Right Eminent Grand Commonder and in the office of
the Deputy Grand Commander, thcy shall each perform such dutics
as arc prescribed in Scetion 6 of Article 6 of the Constitution
and shall perform such othcr dutics as are preseribed by tho
Grand Commandcry or the Right Eminent Grand Commander.

DUTIES OF THE GRAND TREASURER

Scce 4. (1) The Grand Trcasurcr shall be the custodian
of thc monic¢s, sccuritices and fiscal propcrtics of this Grand
Commandery. g

(2) He shall always kcep accuratc rccords of thc
accounts, monics and transactions of the Grand Commandery in
bound books of accounts of the Grand Commandery. All cntircs of
financial records shall be made in ink. :

(3) He shall attend all conclaves of this Grand
Commandcry with the records, books and accounts of the transac=-
tions of his office.

(4) He shall rcecive all monics of tho Grand Com-
mandcry from the Grand Rccorder, giving his roeecipt for the samc,
and shall doposit, when ordcred to do so by the Grand Commandery,
all monics received by him, in a bank or trust company in thc name
and to the credit of this Grand Commandery, subjcet to the order
of this Grand Commandery; the bank or trust company to be
selcetcd by the Grand Commandery or by the trustces of the Grand
Commandecry.

(5) All monics depositecd in banks on bchalf of this
Grand Commandcry shall bg withdrawn by checks or drafts drawn
and signcd by the¢ Grand Troasurer and countursigned by tho Right
Emincnt Grand Commander and the Grand Rccorder,

(6) The Grand Treasurer shall only pay out the
funds of this Grand Commandery on obligations as dirccted by the
Grand Commandery, and then only upon tho .ordcrs drawn and signed .
by the Grand Rccorder and countcersigned by the Right Eminent
Grand Commeander,




(7) Before entering upon the dutics of his office he shall
give a bond in some good and reliablc surcty company, in the sum
of $500.00, or such other sum as may be prescribed by a vote of
the Grand Commandery; the expenses and premium on bond to bo paid
by the Grand Commandery.

(8) Hc shall, at the annual Conclave of the Grand Commandery,
render a true and correct account of his disburscmcents and of all
transactions in his office., At the end of his torm of officc, he
shall deliver to his succcessor in office all monics, books, papers,
documents and propertics of every kind and nature that may be in
his posscssion or undcr his control, belonging to the Grand Com=

mandery.

(9) Hc shallclose his books 15 days beforo the annual Con-
clave of this Grand Commandery and- shall make an annual report in
writing of all the mories received and disbursements made in
full, and a truc and correct transactions of his office, A type-
writton copy of such rc¢port shall be placed in the hands of the
Grand Rccordcr at least 15 days beforc the annual Conclave of the
Grand Commandery, wno shall placc bofore the annual Conclave
said report with the othcr reports of the Grand Officers for the
purpose of turning them ovcr to the proper committoc or committees,

(10) The Grand Treasurcr shall make a supplemcntal report
of all monics rcccived and the disbursemcnts made by him during
the scssion of the Grand Commandery.

DUTIES OF THE GRAND RECORDER

Sec¢. 5. (1) The Grand Recorder shall attend all the con-
claves and mcetings of this Grand Commandcry, and shall keep a
true and shall keep a true and accurate rccord of all procecedings
and transactions of this Grand Commandery in bound books of
rccord of the Grand Commandery,

(2) Hc shall collcet and recoive all moncys of this
Grand Commandc¢ry and shall turn the same over to the Grand
Trecasurer immcdiately, and within the time prescribed by law, ond
take his receipt for the same. All entries of rccords and finane
cial transactions shall bc made in ink.

(3) He shall keep a true and accuratc record of all
the financial accounts of each constituent Commandcry of this
Grand Commandcry in bound books of account of this Grand Comman=-
dery, which accounts shall accuratcly show the financial standing
of the subordinate commanderics with this Grand Commandcory.

(4) He shall draw and sign under the scal of this
Grand Commandery, all ordcrs upon the Grand Trcasurcr for the pay-
ment of the bills, for the cxpenses and obligations of this Grand
Commandery, which shall have been approved by the Grand Commendcry,
or which, under the laws of the Grand Commandery are rcquired to
be paid, and shall submit such ordcrs to the Right Emincnt Grand
Commander for his signature. He shall also countersign all checks
or drafts drawn by the trcasurer for withdrawing money from the bank



for the payment of the legitimaﬁe expenses and bills of this
Grend Commandery, pursuant to the orders first drawn and signcd
by himself and countersigned by the Right Emincnt Grand Commander.

(5) He shall issue all proclamations and take care of all
corrgspondence required of him by the laws of this Grand Comman-
dery and the Right Eminent Grand Commander.

(6) -He shall bec the custodian of the seal of this Grand
Commandcry and shall affix the samc to all documents requircd to
be scaled.

(7) He shall forward to cach newly constituted Commandecry,
immediately upon such Commendery receiving a dispcnsation, a copy
of the Constitution, laws, rules and regulations of this Grand
Commandery.,

(8) He shall, 60 days b.fore the mceting of any annual or
special conclave of this Grand Commandcry, notify such subordi-
nate Commandory, undcr the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandcry,
of tho tim¢ and place of such annual mecting and furnish the
subordinate Commanderies blank forms for making full and complctbe
returns of the work of the subordinatc Commandery to the Grand
Commandery.

(9) He shall make a typowritten report of his accounts and
transactions including all receipts, ordors for disburscmecnts
for the fiscal ycar and also a summary of the returns of subor-
dinate Commandcrics, showing the number of members in cach, thc
indebtedness of cach, the amount paid, the amount duc the Grand
Commandery, and also the admissions, rejections, suspensions,
expulsions and deaths, He shall have all his books, records,
papers and documcnts present at the opening of cach annual con-
clavec prepared for the cxamination of the auditing committec or
auditor of the financc committee or the officers of this Grand

‘Commandery. Such books, documents, records and papers shall

also be preparcd to be turned over to the auditing committec or
auditor at lcast 15 days bcfore the mecting of the annual con-
clave of this Grand Commandcry.

(10) He shall close his accounts at lcast 15 days bcforc
the convening of the annual conclave of this Grand Commandery, and
shall have a typcwritteon copy of his annual report which shall be
placed among thc copies of the rcports of the othcr officcrs, for
the purpose of turning the same ovcr to tho propcur committcec or
committecs, All of his official acts as Grand Rccorder showing
his reccipts, orders for disburscmonts of monics turncd ovcer to
the Grand Treasurer subscquent to the closing of his annual rcport,
shall be made in a supplomental report, which shall be read and
submitted to thc Grand Coummandery before adjournment.

GRAND INSTRUCTOR

Scce 7. It shall be the duty of the Grand Instructor to
instruct the members of Knights Templar in the ritualistic work of
the Ordcr, as prescribed in the rituals adoptcd by this Grand
Commandery. He shall have no powcr to make innovations in tho
long established ritual of the Order of Knights Templar, hut shall
follow the same and shall receive such compcnsation as may be




prcseribed by law,
GRAND COUNCIL

Scc, 8. Tho Right Eminunt Grand Commandcr, Dceputy Grand
Commandcer, Grand Genoralissimo, Grand Captain Guncral, Grand
Trcasuror, and Grand Rccordcer shall compose the Grand Council,
and it shall be their duty to advisc with the Right Emincnt Grand
Commander on mattcrs rclative to the Ordor of Knights Tcmplar,

GRAND TRUSTEES

Sce. 9. Thc Grand Trustcos shall poerform thc corporate
dutics of this Grand Commandcry, and shall have powcer to dolo=-
gato thcir authority for tho oxccution of any paper or document
to thoe Right Emincnt Grand Commander and Grand Rcocordor.

OTHER OFFICERS

Secs 10, The other officors of this Grand Commondcry shall
perform such dutics as arc incident to thoir officce respoectivoely,
and as roquircd of thom by thc Right Eminont Grand Commandcer and
the ritual of thc Ordor,

ARTICLE X
DISTRICT DEPUTIES

Sc¢cs 1o For the furtherance of the busincss of this Grand
Commandcry, tho Right Emincnt Grand Commandor may divide the
Jurisdiction of tho Grand Commandery into districts.

Sceo. 2. Tho Right Emincnt Grand Commander shall appoint 2as
mony district doputics as hc may deocm ncecssary; provided thet
the Doputy Grand Commandcr shall be the district deputy of the
district in which ho re¢sidcs.

Sce, 3. Each district dcputy shall makce an annual rcport
to the Right Emincnt Grand Commondcer of all official acts por-
formcd by thom and shall makc¢ such othcr ruports from timc to
timoc as may boe prescribed by thc Right Eminont Grand Commander.
The district doputics shall c¢xorciso only such powcrs as arc
dolcgatcd to thom by tho Right Eminc¢nt Grand Commandcr, The
Right Eminunt Grand Commandcr has power to appoint spceial
district doputic¢s for spcecial work. Any Knights Templar so
appointcd shall rcport to thc Right Emincnt %rand Commandor im-
mediatoly upon finishing thc¢ work allotted to him.

ARTICLE XI

COMMITTEES

Scce. 1. Thc following committccs shall be appointcd by
the Right Emincnt Grand Commandcr cleeted at cach annual conclave
of this Grand Commondory. Thoy shall hold thoir appointments for
ong year, or until thc noxt annual coneclave, to wit, committcoc on



Grand Officors' roports, committce on roturns of chartorcd
commandcrics, committoe on jurisprudenee and law, committoe on
ocrcdontials, committcc on appcals and griovanccs, committoo on
auditing, committce on foroign corrcspondence, and such other
committces as may be providcd by law,

Soc. 2. All committcos shall perform such dutics and rcocive
such compensation therofor as may be proseribed by law,

ARTICLE XII

COMMANDERIES UNDER DISPENSATION

Sc¢e, 1, Organizations of not less than 15 Royal Arch
Masons, cligiblc to be initiatod into the Order of Knights Tomplar,
pursuant to the laws of this Grand Commandery, may be organizod
by and undor the dircction of the Right Emincnt Grand Commandor.
In such casc the Right Emincnt Grand Commander may cause tho
dogrces of the Order to be confurrcd upon a sufficicntly number
of such p.rsons for him to issuo to thom, upon their pctition,
dispcnsation to orgonize a commandery upon the roeommcndation
of thoe commandcry whose jurisdioction may be affcotced, if within
five milcs from the place of mcoting of such commandgry.

Sce. 2. Ncw commandorics may be organizod in any city, town,
villago or other placo whercver the Grand Commandory or the
Right Eminent Grand Commander dcoms suitable for the organization
and maintconancc of thc commaendory. No disponsation shall bo issuod
for tho cstablishment of a new commandery by tho Right Emincnt
Grand Commandor without the rocommendation of a chartcred commnane
dory ncarcst and most affcctod by tho new commandery, if within
fivc milcs of the location of thg chartcrod commandory; providcd
that the Right Eminent Grand Commandor may grant disponsation
without a rocommcndation whon it appcars that the rofusal to
grant tho rocommcndation is withhold for some ultcrior motive or
for rcasons not in conformity to the bcst and highcst intcrcst
of the Ordor of Knights Templar,

Scc. 3. No potition or application for thc approval of thao
issuance of a dispcnsation for the formation of a now commandGry
shall bc considered by thc chartercd commandery potitioned until
said pctition shall havo bcon submitted at onc rcgular mooting
and laid ovor until the next rogular moucting of tho commandery.

Sc¢ce 4. No dispcnsation for a ncw commandery shall be is-
sued until the fcee of $10.00 shall be paid, or such othor sum as
may be prosoribed by law, which sum shall be turned over to tho
Grand Commandery. The application for a dispcnsation to form a
noew commandory shall be accompanicd by tho foc for thc samao.

The foe for a charter for a now commandery shall be $15.00,
whinh sum shall be paid to the Grand Commandery and such foe shull
agcompany the pectition for a chartcr.

Soo., 5. Every petition to form a now cammandory shall not
contain loss than 15 persons, all of whom must have boen initfated
in tho ordor of Knights Tomplar and must be in good standing in
the Royal Arch Chaptor recognizod by this Grand Commandery as
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logitimate. The place for organizihg a now ¢ onmandery must be
statecd in the pctition, and tho namc of the proposed new oommandery
and tho namc of the Emincnt Gommanher, Generalissimo, Captoin
General, must also be statod in the potition and thorc must be a
good roason for organizing thé now. commandery.

Secs 6, It shall be the duty of the Grand Rocorder to
attcst, under tho seal of this Grand Commandery, all disponsations
for a new commandury, which may bg issued by tho Right Emincnt
Grand Commandor, i :

Se0. 7. No dispunsation or chortor for a now commandory shall
bo issued until the Right Eminuint Grand Commandor is satisficd
that tho proposcd officcrs of the now commandery posscss suffi-
ciont excoutivo ability, knowlodge ond wisdom to govorn tho order
as roquired of them rcspoctively By the laws and rcegulations of
this Graond Commandory and the usages of the Order.

Soc. 8, Tho Right Emincnt Grand Commandor shall havo power
to seclect and appoint tho officcrs dosignatod in his dispcnsation
to form a now commandery and also those namcd in tho potition
for a charter. A commandory under disponsation has no powar to
eleoct officors,

Scce 9. Noithor thoe Right Eminont Grand Commander nor the
Grand Commandcry has any power to issuc a disponsation or organize
a new commandory outside of the jurisdioction of this Grand Com-
mandery.

Seoc. 10. No commandory, under disponsation, shall confor
tho dogreos of the ordor for a l¢ss sum than that presoribed by
the Grand Commandery for chartered commandcrics without a dispon-
sation as provided by law,

Scee 11, No charter shall be issued to a commandory undcr
disponsation whioch has not boen organizod and initiatcd at lcast
30 days prior to the annual oconclave of this Grand Commandory.

See, 12, Commandirics undor disponsation shall have such
powors and authority as shall be prgsoribed in the dispcnsation
and in the laws of this Grand Commandor,.

ARPICLE XIII

CHARTERED COMMANDERIES

Sec. 1, Subordinnte commandorics chartcrod by this Grand
Commandery have and mocy excreciso such powcrs and authority as
shall be prcsoribed in its chartcr, in the oconstitution, laws,
rules and rcgulations of this Grand Commandéry and its own by-
laws, whon thoy are not in conflict with the laws of this Grand
Commandery. No subordinate commandery, under the jurisdiction of
this Grand Commandery, shall have any authority or power to cnact
or onforce any law, rule or rcgulation contrary to or in violae
tion of thc laws and cdiots of this Grand Commandery. Any by-law,
rule, or regulation of a subordinate commander, undcr the jurise
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diction of this Grand Commandery, in conflict with or contrary
to tho Constitution and goncral laws, rulcs and r¢gulations of
this Grand Commandery is void and has no force and effcct.

Sces 2, Evory subordinato commcndery, under the jurisdiction
of this Grand Commandcry, shall cncouch into its by-laws a pro=-
vision that such commandory is a subordinatc commandcry of this
Grand Commandory and is subjoct to tho constitution, laws, rulcs,
rogulations, ond cdicts of this Grang Commondory, and that it
holds a chartor from this Grand Commandery and that the Constitu-
tion, laws, rules and rcgulations of this Grand Commandcry arc
the suprome laws by which tho Commandery is governod.

Sec. 3, Whenever o subordinate commandcry, undcr the juris-
diction of this Grand Commandery, shall bo incorporatcd undcr
the laws of the stato in which it is located, it shall ineclude in
its chartor of incorporation a provision that it is a subordinatg
ocommandery of' this Grand Commandcry and is subjcet to the consti-
tution and gcnoral laws of this Grand Commandory,

Sco, 4. Every constituont commandery, which has becn horg-
tofore incorprated, undor tho laws of the state in which it is
located, shall amend its chartor of incorporation by inscrting
the provision that it is a subordinatc commandery of this Grand
Commandory and is subjcet to the constitution and general laws
of this Grand Commandcry,

Sce. 5. All property of c¢very kind and naturo, whercver
located, bolonging to constituont commanderies of this Grand
Commandery is hceld in trust for the commandery and for the beng-
fit of tho members thereof and for the furthcrance of tho objects
of the order in the jurisdiction of the commandery. Said proporty
shall not bo partitioned, divided or distributcd among tho mcmbors
of the commandery, nor conveyed or transforrcd to the mombors of
the commandory, or any of thom. Upon the dissolution of a
subordinate commandery, its propcrty shall rcveort to the Grand
Commandery and shall be turned over to the officers of the Graond
Commandory by tho defunct commandery by the porson or persons
having its custody. Such property shall be hold in trust by this
Grand Commandery for a period of threc years, in which time if
the dofunct commandery shall be revived and reobtain its chartur
from the Grand Commandery, thon, in such case, the Grand Commandery
shall rostore such property to tho rovived commandery; but if .
tho dofunct commandery shall not be revivod within three yoars,
said property shall bbcome and be the absolute propcérty of this
Grand Commandory. Nothing in this scction shall be so construed
as to provent the transfer of the property of a subordinatc com-
mondery in the lcgal conduct of its rogular and legitimate busi-
ness without intent to eovado the provisions of this section.

Sec, 6., All constituent commenderics of this Grand Commandery
shall furnish the Grand Commandery annually a truc and corrcot
inventory of all their propertics, both rcal and pcrsonal, such
inventory shall be signed by tho Eminent Commander and attcsted
by the Recorder of thc commandery under thc¢ seal of the commandery,
2nd shall be made out according to law, Failure to furnish such
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inventory shall subject the Eminent Commandor and tho Rocorder
of the commandery to be romoved from office by the Right Emincnt
Grand Commander or the Grand Commandery.

Sec. 7. No subordinate commandory, under the jurisdiction
of this Grand Commandory, or any member thereof, shall resort to
the oivil courts to cstablish any right or to redress any grie=
vance arising out of the mombership in tho order or out of their
connection with the order of Knights Templar, until he shall have
first exhaustoed all his remedics within the order, in mannor as
provided by the laws, rules and regulations of this Grand Com-
mnder"o

Seo., 8, No constituont commandory of this Grand Commandery
shall disposo of any of its property, eithor roal or pcrsonal, or
any interest thercin, oxcept by a two-thirds vote of the mombcrs
-present at a rc-ular moeting of whioh 2ll mombors of the commane
dery shall be given a reasonable printed or written notice of the
time ond place of which the contemplated action is to bo token,
This seotion does not apply to the payment of the legitimato
bills ond obligations of the commandery. Such con be paid only
by a majority vote of tho mombers present at any regular meoting,

Sec. 9. No constituent commandery of this Grand Commandery
" shall mutilate or destroy any of its rcoords or propcrty. It shall
proscrve all records in the archives of the commandery,

Sec. 10, All constituont ocommanderios of this Grand Com-
mandery shall have ond exercise the following powers:

l. To confer tho degrees of the order, as provided in the
ritunl, rules and regulations of this Grand Commandery, and not
otherwise, :

: 2. To transact all of its business that can legally be
tronsacted by a subordinate commandery, pursuant to the laws,
rules and regulations of this Grand Commandery.

3. To be ropresontod at all conclaves of this Grand Com=-
mandery., '

4. ‘To eleot and install its officers annually pursuant to
the laws, rules and regulations of this Grand Commandery,

5. To moke by-lgws, subject to the approval of this Grand

- Commandery, provided that no subordinate commandery, under the
Jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, shall have any power or
guthority to discipline tho Eminent Commander of subordinate com-
manderies nor of the eleccted Grand Officcrs of this Grand Com-
mandery.

6. To appeal to the Grand Commandery from the decision of
the Eminent Commander or the presiding officer of a subordinate
commandery.

7. - To seleoct, name and designate the time and place of its
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meeting, provided that such is done by a provision in the by-laws
of the commandery.

Sec., 10. The charter or warrant of authority of o subordinate
commandery of this Grand Commaondery may be suspended, forfeited
or rovoked and the commandery dissolved by the judgment of the
Grand Commandery; as provided in the laws of this and Commandery,
for contumacy to the authority of the Right Eminent Grand Comman-
dor or the Grand Commandery, for the violation of the laws and
edicts of this Grand Commandery, or for the failure to hold mect-
ings for a period of one year, or for violation of the genercl
landmarks of Masmry, or for doing anything to lower the standing
of the order in the jurisdiction where tho commandery is loosted.

ARTICLE XIV

GENERAL PROVISIONS

All qucstions and matters arising in this Grand Commondery
or in any subordinate commandery, undcr the jurisdiction of this
Grand Commandery, for which no provisions is made in the consti-
tution, by-laws, rules and regulations of this Grand Commandery,
shall be decided and disposed of in accordance with the provisions
of the Constitution, laws, rules and rcgulations of thc Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodgo, Free and Acoepted Masons of
the Stute of Illinois, so far as the same are applicable and
expodient in the government of tho order of Knights Templar, to=
gether with such Masonic parliamentary usages as may be recognizod
as bearing upon the same subject mattors.

ARTICLEE XV

AMENDMENTS

Socs 1. The Constitution and the by-laws of this Grand
Commandery may be altercd or amended in the following manner
only,

(a) The proposed alteration, addition or amondment must be
submitted in writing at on annual conolave of this Grand Com-
mandery, be signed by a reprecsentative of at lcast five separate
subordinate commanderies, be read and laid over until the next
annual conclave.

(b) The Grand Recorder shall, at least 60 days before the
meeting of the annual conclave of the Grand Commandery, call
the attention of the Grand Officers and each subordinate commane-
dery to the proposed alteration, addition or amendment and give
them sufficient information concerning the same, in order that
they may understand what the proposed amendment, addition or
alteration is.

(¢) All such proposed alterations, additions or amcndments
shall be roferred to thc committoe on Jurisprudence and laws, who
shall report on the samo, and if they are adopted by a two-thirds
vote of the members present at the annual conclave of the Grand

L
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Commandery, such alteration, addition or amendment shall become
and be a part of the constitution or by-laws of this Grand Com-
mandery, as the case may be, and shall take effect immediately
upon its adoption. Provided that all revisions of the consti-
tution and by-laws of this Grand Commondery presented by the
committee on revision of the constitution and laws of this
Grand Commandery shall be considered at the annual meeting to
which they are reported by the cou.mittee, and if adopted by a
two-thirds vote of the members present at such annual conclave,
it shall become and be the laws of this Grand Commandery. In
such case, there shall be no necessity of the proposed constitu-
tion or by-laws being laid over,

Sec. 2. The regulations, rules of order and standing reso-

lutions may be adopted, repealed, altered or amended at any
annual conclave by a two-thirds vote of the members present.,

-------
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BY-LAWS
. of the
PRINCE HALL GRAND COWMMANDERY, KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
of the
STATE OF ILLINOIS ond JURISDICTION

CHAPTER I
RELATIVE TO GRAND COMMANDERY
ARTICLE I
ANNUAL COWCLAVE

Sec, 1. The annual conclave of the Grand Commandery shall
be held on or before the second Thursday in August of each year,
as provided in Section 1 of Article 3 of the Constitution.

Sec. 2., All conclaves of this Grand Commandery shall be
opened in ample form at 10 o'clock A, M,

Sec., 3. Inmediately after the opening of the annual con-
clave, the Right Eminent Grand Commander shall fill all vacan-
cies and announce all cormittees. He shall appoint the followiug
committees: Committee on Rules, Committee on Petitions, Committee
on Charters and Dispensation, Committee on Obituary, Committee
on Nominations, and such other committee or committees as may be
"~ deemed necessary for the transaction of the business of the
Grand Commandery.

Secs 4. All committees shall be composed of three members
of the Grand Commandery, except the Committees on Nomination and
Obituary, which shall be composed of five members each. The
Grand Instructor shall be the chairman of the Committee on Obi=-
tuary. Provided that whenever the Kight Eminent Grand Commander
shall find that the work of any committee reguires an increase
in the number then he shull have power to add other members to
such committee. Provided further that the Right Eminent Grand
Commander may consolidate the work of two or more committees
into one whenever he deems it necessary to conserve the funds of
the Grand Commandery.

Sec., 5. The Right Eminent Grand Commander, Deputy Grand
Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Captain General, and
Grand Treasurer shall be the Committee on Charity.

Sec., 6. The Rirht Eminent Grand Commander, Deputy Grand
Commonder, and Grand Recorder shall be the Committee on Printing.

Sec. 7. The Grand Recorder shall be the libraorian and the
keeper of the archives and seal of the Grand Commundery. It shall
be his duty to keep the records and archives of this Grand Com-
mandery safe and in whatever place that may be provided by the
Grand Commandery and suomit the same for examinution to any mem-
ber of this Grand Commandery when examination is required to be
mude at a convenient time or reasoncble hour of business of the
Grand Commandery.




ARTICLE II

DUTIES OF GRAND OFFICERS
DUTIES OF THE RIGHT EMINENT GRAND COMMANDER

Sec. 1. The Right Eminent Grand Commander shall perform
the duties prescribed in Section 1 of Article 9 of the Constitu-
tion, and such other duties as are prescribed by the laws and
the usages of the Order of Knights Templar,

Sec. 2. He shall submit with his annual report a financial
statement of the expenses of his office, which statement shall
be turned over to the auditing committee for its audit. He shall
also submit to the Grand Commandery, at its annual conclave, all
his decisions, official acts and doings; any decision not so
submitted shall become null and void and of no effect at the
close of the annual conclave of the Grand Commandery to which
the same should have been submitted.

Sec. 3. Whenever the services of the Right Eminent Grand
Commander are required by any constituent commandery, the comman-
dery shall pay his traveling expenses from his place of residence
and return and $3.00 per diem for each day's service necessary
for him in going, remaining and returning to his place of abode,
and in addition thereto, his board while in the services of the
Commandery. The per diem shall include the time it takes to go
to the meeting place of the commandery and returning by the
shortest routs.

DUTIES OF THE GRAND TREASURER

Sec. 2. 1. The Grand Treasurer shall perform the duties
required of him in Section 4 of Article 9 of the Constitution
and shall attend all annual and special conclaves with all his
books, records and documents appertaining to his office. He shall
submit with his annual report a typewritten detailed statement of
the receipts and an itemized statement of the expenses of his
office, which shall be referred to the auditing committee for its
audit. He shall submit monthly statements to the Right Eminent
Grand Commander, giving him the true status of the condition of
the finances of the Grand Commandery, accompanied with a detailod
statement of his receipts and disbursements.

DBTIES OF THE GRAND RECORDER

Sec. 3. 1. The Grand Recorder shall perform the duties
prescribed in Section 5 of Article 9 of the Constitution, and
such other duties as may he required of him by the Right Eminent
Grand Commander pertaining to the business of the Grand Commande
and shall attend all conclaves of this Grand Commander with all
his books, records and documents pertaining to his office. Al
business performed by him on behalf of the Grand Commandery shall
be under the seal of the Grand Commandery.

2. He shall furnish the Right Eminent Grand Comman-
der monthly with a true, accurate and itemized statement in writing
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of all the receipts of his office and of all orders drawn on
the treasurer for disbursement, and state accurately the date
on which he remitted any moneys of this Grand Commandery to
the Grand Treasurer., He shall submit with his annual report a
typewritten itemized statement of all expense of his office,
which shall be turned over to the auditing committee for its
audit.

3. For failure to make a true, accurate and itemized
monthly statement in writing to the Right Eminent Grand Commonder
of the moneys collected by him and of his remittance to the Grand
Treasurer, he shall be subject to pe removed from office by the
Right Eminent Grand Commander.

DUTIES OF THE GRAND INSTRUCTOR

Sec. 4., It shall be the duty of the Grand Instructor to
instruct the members of the order in the ritualistic work and

to perform the duties required of him by the Grond Commandery.
Whenever the services of the Grand Instructor are required by wny
constituent commandery of this Grand Commandery, said commandery
shall pay for such services the sum of $3.00 and the necessary
traveling expenses of the Grand Instructor to and from the meet-
ing place of the commandery by the shortest routes and in addi-
tion thereto whatever necessary expenses ti:at shall be incurred
by the Grand Instructor while in the service of such commandery.

DUTIES OF GRAND TRUSTEES

Sec. 5. The Trustees of this Graond Commandery shall perform
the corporate duties of this Grond Commandery. Provided that
whenever there is any deed, contract or document to be executed
in the corporate name of this Grand Commandery, the trustees may
delegate their authority to the Right Eminent Grand Commander
and Grond Recorder.

DUTIES OF OTHER OF®ICERS
Secs 6, The other officers of this Grand Commandery shall
perform such duties as are prescribed in the Constitution, the

ritual and the usages of the Order of Knights Templar,
ARTICLE III

DOUTIES OF COMMITTEES
Committee on Rules

Sec, 1. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Rules
to fix the hour of opening and closing the varions sessions of
the Grand Commandery at its annual conclave and limit the time
that each member should speak on any subject.

COMMITTEE ON GRAND OFFICERS' REPORTS
Sec., 2. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Grand

Officers' Reports to divide the same, and refer the sever:l
matters contained therein to the proper committees. All special
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matters contained therein, which have not been referred to any
committee, may be passed upon by the Committee on Grand Officers'
Reports and they may make such report to the Grand Commandery as
they shall deem just and expedient.

COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE AND LAWS

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Jurispru-
dence and Laws to examine all by-laws and amendments to the by-
laws of subordinate commanderies referred to them, and to seec that
they are in conformity with the laws of this Grand Commandery and
the usages of the order; and it shall also be their duty to '
examine any and all propositions of law that may be referred to
them, and to report to the Grand Commcndery, in writing, their
conclusions and recommendations concerning the same,

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

Secs 4. It shall be the duty of the Committec on Credentinls
to carefully examine the crcdentials of all members claiming the
right of membership at any conclave of this Grand Commandery, o¢nd
the credenticls of all legal representatives and proxies of
subordinate commanderies to any conclave of this Grand Commandery,
and make a report to the Grand Commandery in writing concerning
the same; provided that no proxy shall be recognized unless the
same 1is appointed pursuant to the laws of this Grand Commandery;
and provided further that no credentials of a member shall be
recognized unless he is a gqualified voter as preseribed by law.

COMMITTEE ON APPEALS AND GRIEVANCES

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Appeals
and Grievonces to thoroughly examine and consider all matters
of appeals and grievances submitted to them. They shall care-
fully examine all evidence that may be submitted to them pursuant
to the laws of this Grand Commandery, and shall make such findings
and recommendations, as to them, shall seem Just and equitable,

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS

Sec, 6. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Finance
and Accounts to audit the accounts, books and records of the
Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder and of all bills and obliga-
tions submitted against the Grand Co endery, and shall make a
true audit to the Grand Commandery. Provided that no bill
against this Grand Commandery shall be allowed unless warranted
by law, or by vote of this Grand Commander,

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the Committce on Foreign
Correspondence to examine the proceedings of other Grand Comman-
deries and to communicate with other Grand Communderies and report
in writing the conclusions which they may reach,
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COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Petitions
to examine and report upon all petitions to the Grand Commaondery
and make such recommendations as in the Jjudgment of the Committee
the case requires.

COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS AND DISPENSATION

Sec., 9. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Charters
and Dispensation for new charters to examine all matters pre-
sented to them, and make such recommendation to the Grand Com=-
mander as they shall deem just and equitable; provided that no
recommendation can be made for a charter until the required fces
are paid, and the full compliacnce with the laws of this Graond
Commandery relative to commanderies under dispensation.

COMMITTEE ON OBITUARY

Secs 10, It shall be the duty of the Committee on Obituary
to roport upon all matters rclating to deccased members of the
order, arrange a commandery of sorrow and the program connectecd
therewith, provided that no program shall be undertaken which
shall call for the opening of more than one commanderv of sorrow
at one and the same time.

COMMITTEE ON PRINTING

Sec. 11, 1l. It shall be the duty of the Committee on
Printing to soliacit bids for printing and to open and compare the
same and to award the contract for printing to the lowest, best
and most responsible bidder.

2. To print the procecdings of the Grand Com-
mandery whenever ordcred by a vote of the Grand Commandery.

3. To print all documents and matters for which
this Grand Commandery is obliged to have printed.

This Graond Commandery shall not be responsible
nor pay for any printing which has not been done through or by
orders of the Committee on Printing,

COMMITTEE ON CHARITY

Sec.s 12, It shall be the duty of the Committee on Charity
to investigate all apnlications to the Grond Commondery for
charity and to moke such recommendations as the committee shall
deem oxpedient and proper. No subordinate comuandery shall
recommend to this Grand Commandery or to any of their members
for charity, nor shall the committee consider any application
coming from a subordincte commandery for charity for any of its
members, Provided, however, if any misfortune shall come to 2
subordinate commandery, or to the people of the community in
which the subordinate commandery and the people in the vicinity
inwhich it is locoted subject to charity, then in such ocases the
committec may consider the application for charity for such
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|
subordinate commanderies or for any of the members of cny such
subordinate commandery cand shall recommend what they deem to be

| . Just and equitable.

COMUITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

Sec, 13. Before the closing of the morning session of the
second day, the Right Eminent Grund Commander shall appoint a
Nominating Committee, whosc duty it shall bc to preparc 2 ticket
of the elective officcers of this Grand Commandery. No oné shall
be nominated to an office who is not eligiblc to be elected to
the same. The Nominating Commitiee shall make their report ot
the reconvening of the Grand Commandery in its aftcrnoon scsdon
of the second day or at such other time as shall be designoted
by the Right Eminent Graond Commander. Other nominations may be
made from the floor.

ARTICLE IV

DISTRIBUTING WORK AMONG COMIITTEES

It shall be the duty of thc Right Eminent Grand Corununder
and the Grand Rccorder to distribute or cause to be distributcd
among the chairmen of the various committecs, the respective
work of each committee, at least 10 days before the annual con-
c¢lave of the Grand Commandery, The chairmen shall call thoir
various committecs at pleasure, ond at such mecting they shall
consider and prepore their work for submission to the Grand Com=-

. mandery when called for and put in writing their reports, and
have them ready for submission to the Grand Commandery whcncver
the Right Eminent Grand Commander shall call for the samc.

ARTICLE V
COMPENSATION OF GRAND OFFICERS

Sec. 1. Thc Grond Officers are to be paid annwual salarigs
as follows:

Right Eminent Grand Commander S 50.00
Deputy Grond Commander 25.00
Grand Generalissimo 10.00
Grand Captain General 10.00
Grand Treasurer 20.00
Grand Recorder 75.0"
Grand Instructor 15.09

The appointed Grand Officcrs shall be paid § 4.00 each,

Sec. 2. In addition to the salarics mentioned in Scetion
one (1) hereof, each elected Grand Officer shall receive a per
diem of $1.50 while in thc actual service of thc Grand Comcndery
during any of its annual conclaves and also their traveling
expenscs to and from the place vhere the =nnual conclove is hold
. and all the legitimotc expcnses of their respective offices,
Provided that any elected Grand Officer of - the Grand Commondery
holding an c¢lective office in the Grund Chepter shall receive only
one-half of his milecge.
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Sece. 3. (a) In no case shall the per diem be paid any
officer, unless the funds of thbh Grand Commcndery are sufficient
to liquidate all of its obligations, as submitted at any annual
conclave by the committee on finance and account-and approved by
this Grand Commandery. '

(b) Whenever the funds of this Grand Commandery are
not sufficicent to pay the per diem to its elected officers, then
such officers shall havec no claim against this Grand Commandery
for any per diem that may be due them.

(¢) Whenever the funds of this Grand Commandery
are insufficient to pay 2all of jts obligations and by reason
thercof only a portion of the salarics of the various officers
can be paid, the officers shall receive a pro rata share of their
salaries and they shall have no right or claim against this Grand
Commandery for any unpaid portion of his salary,

COMPENSATION OF COMMITTEES

Sec. 4. The committees on Grand Officers' Reports,

Annucl Returns, Finance and Account, Jurisprudcnce and Law, Crc=-
dentials, Appeals and Grievances, Warrants and Dispensation shall
receive $3.00 each for their work. The chairman of the Committce
on Forcign Correspondence shall also receive $3.00 for his expcnse
and work. All other committees shall receive no compensation
unless the same is recommended by the committee on finance ond
account, which recommendation is approved by this Grand Commandery.

Sce. 5., Where there is no work to be placed in the hands
of any committee, such committee shall not receive any compensa=
tion.

Sec., 6. The Grand Commandery reserves tho right to reduce
the compensation of its committecs whenever the finances of the
Grand Commandery require such reduction, in order to meet its
obligations. Provided that any representative, who is working
on a committee, and whose expenses are paid by a subordinate
commandery, shall receive no compensation for his serviccs,

ARTICLE VI

ELECTION - QUALIFIED VOTERS

Sec. 1. The annual election of this Grand Commandery shall
be held as provided in Scction 4 of Article 4 of the Constitution.

Scec. 2. (a) No Past Grand Commander or Past Elected Grand
Officcr shall be qualified to vote in this Grand Commandery, un=-
less the grand tax and asscssment levied by the Grand Commandery,
if any, of such mcomber is paid in full, unless cxcused by the
Grand Commandery for good reason shown,

(b) No legal represcntative or proxy of a chartered
commandcry is entitled to vote in this Grand Commandery, unless
the commandory so represcnted has paid its taxes and asscssments
levied by this Grand Commandery, if any, except when scid commane
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dery has beon excused from the payment thereof by a two-thirds
vote of the other members prosent at the annual conclave of this

Grand Commandery.

ARTICLE VII
REVENUE

Scec. 1. The revenue of this Grand Commandery shall be
derived from thoe following sources:

l, For every dispensation for a new charter . § 15.00
2. For evory charter for a new commandery _ 25.00
3. For every duplicate charter 10.00
4. For cvery degrce conforred 1.60
5. For dispensation to confer more than one s

degree on a candidate at the samc time 2.00
6. For cvery dispensation for any other

lawful purpose 2.00
7. For each mcmber of a chartered commandery,

an annual tax of 4.00
8. Initiation fee 25.00

exoept for those who have bean exempted from thc payment of dues
and assessmcnts on account of their being old, indigent and
financially unable to pay thcir ducs and assessments and those
who have been admitted to and arc inmatcs of any charitable insti-
tution, and those who have been adjudged insane.

8., From the sale of rituals, blanks, or from any other
matter with which the Grand Commandery deccides to supply its
subordinate Commanderies,

9. From any special asscssment which may be levied by
this Grand Commandery or the Right Eminent Grand Commander, as
provided by law.

Sec. 2. Every subordinate commendery, wnder the jurisdiction
of this Grand Commandcry shall pay on or bcfore the 31lst day of
July cach year, shall poy its pe¢r capita tax to this Grand Com-

-mandery for cach member that the commcndery reports on its rcturns,

and also for each person who was a member of tho commandery at any
time during the fiscal year beginning on the first day of August
and ending on the 31lst day of July, except those membcrs who have
died or are suspended or expolled before the commandery collects
the per capita tax from thum; provided, howcver, that whenever

a member has been suspended before he pays his per capita tax, such
person cannot be reinstated until the Grand Por capita tax is paid
and that upon the receipt of payment of such Grand per capita tax,
the same shall be immcdiately forwarded to the Grand Recorder.

Sec. 3. Each subordinate commandery, under the Jurisdiction
of this Grand Commandery, shall at its first meeting in Jonuary
of each year begin to collcct from its members the per capita tax
mentioned in Scctions onc and two of this Article, and shall
remit the same to the Grand Rccorder, as provided in Section two
of this Article. The failure of any commandery to colloct the per
capita tax shall be no excuse for their nonpaymcnt of the same to
the Grand Commandery, if the member who owes his por copita tax
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is still a member of thc commandery. The commandery which fails

or neglects to pay their per capita tax and all monics due from .
it to the Grand Commandery on or bcfore the 3lst day of July,

as provided in this Article, shall be denicd all represcntation

in the annual conclave of this Grand Comrondery, unless cxcuscd

for nonpayment by a two-thirds vote of the other mcmbers present

at the annual conclave of this Grand Commandery.

Sec, 4. This Grand Commandery or the Right Eminent Grand
Commander when the funds of this Grand Commandery ore exhausted,
and it becomes nccessary to protecet thce interest of the Grand
Commandery, may levy a special assessment upon each of the
subordinate commandcrics, under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Commandery, for the support and maintcnance of this Grand
Commandery, and for tho furtherance of the objects thcreof,
and none¢ other, in which casc the spccial assessment shall be by
per capita tax upon the members of the subordinate commandery.
When such a special assessment is 1lcvied, as aforesaid, it must
be paid by the subordinate commandery within the time that may
be specificd by thoe Grand Commandery or the Right Eminent Hrond
Commander; providcd that the time for payment cannot be cxte..ded
beyond the next annual conclave as provided in the Constitution.
Whatever time is specified for the payment of such spceial
assessment, the member shall pay his pro rata tax within that
time.

Sec, 5. The fiscal year, during which the Grond Commandery's .
per capita tax and all monies due from subordinate commandcries

to this Grand Commandcry shall bo paid, begins on the first day

of August and ends on the 31st day of July of each yecar,

ARTICLE VIII-
FUNDS

Sec. 1, The funds of this Grand Commandery shall bo
deposited in a bank or banks in the name of and to thc ceredit
of this Grand Comnandery, and shall only be withdrawn by chocks
or drafts drawn and signed by the Grand Trensurcer and counter-
signed by the Right Eminent Grand Commander and the Grand Rccorder.
These funds shall bec decposited whenever so directed by the Grand
Commandery or the Right Eminent Grand: Commander,

Seec, 2. No funds of this Grand Commandery shall be expendcd
for any purpose except pursucnt to an order which has becn
previously drawn by the Grand Recorder and attested undcr tho
seal of the Grand Commondery and signed by the Right Eminont Grand
Commander, and then only for the purpose of paying some obliga=-
tion of this Grand Commandery pursuant to the laws of this Grand
Commandery and thae purpose of payment rust be gspecially stated
in the order,
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G}fAPTER II

'RELATIVE TO SUBQRDINATE COMMANDERIES

ARTICLE I
OF WHQM COMPOSED

‘Every subordinate commandery, under the jurisdiction of
this Grand Commandery, shall gonsist of an Eminent Commeonder,
Generalissimo, Coptain General, Prelate, Senior Warden, Junior
Warden, Treasurer, Recorder, Standard Bearer, Sword Bearer,

- Warder, Sentinel, Assistant Recorder whenever deemed necessary

by the Comuander, and of as many other members as may be found
convenient.

ARTICLE II

CONCLAVES - QUORUM

Sec. 1. The conclaves of the subordinate commanderics
are regular and special.

Sec, 2. The regular conclaves are those held at the time
prescribed in the by-laws of the commandery, and at such con=
claves all general business must be transacted; such as receiving
petitions and balloting on candidates for the degrees of the
Order, or for membership, conferring degrees of the order, makiug
appropriations of the funds of the commandery or considering and
voting the payment of bills ar obligations of the coumandery,
transacting the general business of the commandery, enacting
legislation relative to the Order of Knights Templar; all of
which shall be done by a duly organized and open commandery,
pursuant to the laws of this Grand Commandery,

Sec. 3. (a) Special conclaves may be called at the discre-
tion of the Commander, by giving due notice to the members, but
no business other than that specified in the notice shall be
transacted at any special conclave. No business can be transacted
at o special conclave which must be transacted at a regular con-
clave, without a dispensation from the Right Eminent Hrand Com-
mander or his deputy.

(b) Special conclaves (meetings) shall be called
by the Commander upon the order of the Right Eminent Grand Com-
mander, in which case the members of the commandery shall be
given due notice.

(c) No special meetings shall be called by the
Commander without giving the members at least one week's notiece,
such notice to specify the time and place of the meeting, and
the business to be transacted, except where the special conclave
is colled at the instaonce of the Right Eminent Grand Commander,
and in such case the business to be transacted need not be
specified,
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Sec, 4. The Eminent Commander shall convene his commandery
in special conclaves to receive any officer or deputy of the
Grand Commandery when notified to do so by the Right Eminent
Grond Commander, and all courtesieg incident to such person shall
be extended by the officers and members of the commandery.

Sec, 5. (a) The time for holding the regular conclave as
prescribed by the by-laws of the commandery, cannot be changed
or altered, except by an amendment to the by-laws of the comncndery.

(b) Each commandery shall hold a regular conclave
at least once every month, except the week in which the annunl
conclave of the Grond Commandery is held, and except excused
from so holding by o dispensation from the Right Eminent Grand
Commander or his deputy, and except as provided in part (b)
hereof. Such dispensation can only be granted upon a unanimous
request of the members present at a regular conclave of the
commandery, of which all members shall have been duly notif ied
of the intended action.

Sec. 6, No constituent commondery shall move its plcoce of
meeting from the city, town or village ncmed in its chorter, ex-
cept by special authority from the Grand Commandery, gronted upon
the written petition signed by all the members of the commtndery,
and the reason given for such intended action. No removal shall
be granted where the jurisdiction of another comucndery may be
affected, if within five mile limit of the place where the
commandery whose jurisdiaction will be affected is located, with-
out the consent of the cormandery whose jurisdiction may be
affected; such consent must be given upon a two-thirds vote of
the members present at a regular conclave of the commandery.

Sec. 7. A commandery may change its place of meeting from
one hall to another within the same c¢ity or jurisdiction of the
commandery; provided that due notice is given to all its members
of such i1ntended action, and then only by a two-thirds vote of
the members present at the regular conclave, at which the action
is taken; provided, further, that no hall shall be selected as
a meeting place whicih s not suitable for holding the meetings
of a chartered command2ry and for the conferring the degrees of
the order, without exposing any of the secrets of the order, or
ceremonies of the orczar to public view.

Sec. 8. (a) 1In the absence of the Eminent Commander,
Generalissimo ond Copunain General, the commondery cannot open.
Provided, however the Right Eminent Grond Commander may appoint
his Deputy to open a commandery in any emergency when the
Eminent Commconder, Generalissimo and Captain General are unnble
to do so.

_ (b) 1In *he absence of the Eminent Commonder, the
Generalissimo may open the commandery, provided he has the charter.
In the absence of the Eminent Commander and Generalissimo, the
C;pt%in General may open the Commandery, provided he has the
charter, '

(¢c) A constituent commandery cannot be opened for any
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purpose without the presence of the charter, except by dispen=-
sation from the Right Eminent Grand Commander or his deputy..

Sec, 9« No constituent commandery of this Grand Commandery
shall be opened for the transaction of business unless there is
present 2 quorum. Provided that'a commandery may be opened for
the oonferring of the degrees of the order, if there are present
twelve members of the order.

Seoc, 10, No constituent cﬁmmandery shall call of the regular
oonclave for a longer time than 24 hours,

Seo, 1l. The records of the proceedings of the commandery,
after having been regularly approved by the commandery, shall
not be altered, or any part thereof expunged at any subsequent
meeting, except by unonimous consent of the members present, and
upon a dispensation of the Right Eminent Grand Commander.

Sec. 12. The first regular conclave of the commandery in
November in each year shall be the annual meeting of the comman=-
dery, at which all annual reports of the officers and of the
Auditing Committee shall be made. Such reports shall be made
prior to the election of officers, .

QUORUM

Sec. 13, Seven members of the commandery constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business of the commandery; provided
there are present nine members of the order for the opening of
the commandery. A commaondery cannot open unless there are
present nine members of the order,

ARTICLE III

POWERS AND DDTIES OF A COMMANDERY

Sec, 1. Every subordinate commandery, under the jurisdic-
tion of this Grand Commoendery, shall possess and exercise such
powers and authority as cre prescribed in Article 13 of the
Constitution of the Grand Commandery, its charter or warrant of
Constitution and its own by-laws, so far as they are not in
conflict with or contrary to the laws, rules and regulations of
the Grand Commandery, and also:

l. To be represénted at all conclaves of the Grond
Commandery, as prescribed by law,

2. To increase its membership by the admission of new
members, under the restrictions of the Grand Commandery.

S5« To exclude a member on written charges, temporarily,
from a regular or special meeting of the commandery, except
the elected officers of the Grond Commandery, and except the
Eminent Commander, the deputy of the Right Eminent Grand
Commander,

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of each constituent commander§
to make and have a code of by-laws for the local government of
the commandery, subject to the approval of the Grand C onmandery,
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Provided, that in no case shall such by-laws be in conflict with
any of the general laws of this Grand Commandery. In all such
cases, they are void. . 5

Sec. 3. No constituent commandery shall adopt, alter or
amend its by-laws or make any rule or regulation by less than a
two-thirds vote of the members present, and not even then, unless
-such proposed by-laws, alteration, amendment, rule or regulation
'shall have first been offered in writing at a regular meeting
of the commandery, laid over until some subsequent regular meet=-
ing, of which all members of the commandery shall have been duly
notified in writing of the proposed new by-law, change, altera=-
tion, amendment, rule or regulation, and the time of nction
thereon.

Such proposed new by-law, alteration, amendment, rule or
regulation, when adopted by the commandery, shall not have any
force and effect or be in force until approved by this Grand
Commandery. Upon its or their approval by this Grand Commandery,
it or they shall be immedictely in full force and effeot.

Sec, 4. No subordinate commandery shall have the power or
authority to oreate new laws, rules or regulations, or to
suspend or nullify any of its laws, rules or regulations, or to
alter or in any manner change any of its by-laws, rules or
regulations without the approval of this Grand Commcndery.

Sec. 5. Each subordinate commandery, under the jurisdiction
of this Grand Commandery, shall have power to exercise concurrent
Jurisdiction over its own members and the members of the order
residing in its jurisdiction, except the elective officers of
this Grond Commandery and the Eminent Commander, over whom they
shall have no jurisdiction.

Each constituent commandery shall have power to select a
name for itself, with the approval of the Grand Commandery,
designate and change its time and place of meeting in manner as
provided by law, by a two-thirds vote of the members present,
after all members shall have been duly notified of such intended
action. :

Sece 6. The annual or special dues and nssessments levied
by a commandery shall be uniform, each member paying the same
amount, and no commandery shall levy special taxes or assessments
upon its members other than those prescribed in its by-laws,

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of each subordinate commandery,
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, to have all its
official communications from the Right Eminent Grond Commander
read in open commandery at the regular succeeding conclave next
following their receipt.

Sec. 8., (a) It shall be the duty of each constituent com-
nandery to hold at least one regular meeting every month, except
as provided in part (b) of Section 5 of Article 2 of this chapter.

(h; To elect and install its offigers annually.
(¢) To provide for its meetings a safe and suitable
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hall with proper ante rooms,

(d) To keep a full, proper and accurate record of its
transactions in bound books of record of the commandery, and to
moke its annual returns to the .Grand Commandery as prescribed by
law, and also to keep all of its finances in bound books of
the commandery, all entries of iwhich shall be made in ink,

(e) To have a code of by-laws in conformity with. the
general laws of the Grand Commandery. _

(f) To a2dmit no one in its meetings, over the age of
2 years, except candidates, other than members of the order
known to be such, either by being properly vouched for or by due
investigation.

Secs, 9, Each constituent commandery shall have a seal with
the name and number of the commandery engraved thereon, and also
the year of its being chartered engraved thereon. An impression
of such seal shall be filed with the Grand Recorder of this
Grand Commandery. All documents emanating from the commandery
shall be under the seal of the commandery. The Recorder of the
c ammandery shall be the custodian of the seal.

Sec. 10. All notices emanating from the commandery of the
Eminent Commander shall be sent to the members under sealed
cover, provided the bare notice of the time and place of meeting
may be published or sent by postal card, but no details of work
of the business of the commandery shall be made public,

Secs 11, No constituent commdnder shall transact any busi-
- ness involving final action by a vote of the commandery at any
conclave, after the work of conferring the degrees of the order
has been begun, except in cases of extreme emergency.

Sec. 12, (a) It shall be the duty of each constituent com-
mandery to contribute to the relief of its poor, indigent and
distressed members as the finances of the commandery may warrant.
Provided, that no member of the commandery shall have a legal
right to enforce the commandery to pay them or either of them any
stipulatedamount of relief in any case. All such payment of
relief by the commandery shall be absolutely voluntary as a matter
of charity.

(b) No commandery shall force any of its members
to sit up with or nurse any sick member, The action of caring for
the sick by any member of the commandery shall be voluntary.

(¢) The contributing of anything toward the burial
of any of the deceased members of the commandery shall be voluntary
at the discretion of the commandery.

Sec. 13. No constituent commandery shall permit discussions
of seoctarial, political or other subjects not appertaining to the
affairs of the order in any open meeting of the commandery.

Sec, 14, No commandery or any officer thereof shall grant
any kind of recommendation or document whereby any member of the
order may apply to the various commanderies or members thereof
for relief,

Sec. 15. Each oommandery, under the jurisdiction of this



«36=

Grand Commandery, shall keep a2 copy of the constitution and by-

laws, rules

and regulations of this Grand Commandery, a copy

of its own by-laws with the signatures of the members thereto
attached, the record book in which the proceedings and minutes

- of the commandery are transcribed by the recorder of the commandery,

a ledger. containing the names of each member with the date of his

injitiation o
of the membe
necessary fo

‘a4 true and ¢

Sec. 16

r affiliation and also the cause of the termination
rship of any member, ond all other books as may be

r the transaction of business of the commandery, and
omplete record of the same.

o« It shall be the duty of each constituent commandery

to make annual returns to the Grand Commandery upon blanks fur-
nished for that purpose by the Grand Recorder; such returns must

Sec, 17, Each constituent commandery of this Grand Commandery

shall have t

be made within the time prescribed by law.

heir treasurer and recorder bonded in some good and

reliablée bonding company, in such sum as may be prescribed by

the commande

sion in its by-laws for the bonding of their recorder oand trecsurer,

The expense
bonds so sec

ry. Each oconstituent commandery shall place a provi-

of such bond is to be paid by the commander; the
ured are to be exhibited to the commandery and re-

tained in the custody of the Eminent Commander.

Seo. 18
shall dispos

« No constituent commander of this Grond Commandery
e of any of its property, whether personal or real,

or any interest therein, except by a two=-thirds vote of the

members pres

ent at a regular conclave, of which all members shall

have been given 10 days printed or written notice of the time

and place at
commandery,
shall mutila
property, bu
commandery.

Sec, 19
or banks sha
commandery,
drawn and si
Eminent Comu
the duty of
be the depos

which such contemplated noetion is to be taken., No
under the Jjurisdiction of this Grand Commandery,
te or destroy any of its records or evidence of
t shall preserve all records in the archives of the

e« All monies of the commandery deposited in bank

11 be deposited in the name and to the oredit of the
and shall only be withdrawn by checks or drafts

gned by the treasurer and countersigned by the

ander and the Recorder of the commandery. It shall be
the commandery to designate. what bank or banks shall
itory of its funds.

Secs 20, It shall be the duty of each constituent comm~ndory

of this Gran
and reoorder

d Commandery to have the accounts of its trcasurer
audited at least twice a year., The first audit shall

be made at the regular oconclave of the commandery held in Moy of

each year,

The annual audit shall be made at the regular annual

conclave in November of each year, at which time the treasurer

and recorder
transactions
full term of
the same, as
recorder and
offices,

shall make a full and complete report of the financial
of the monies rececived and all disbursements for the
their respective offices, and the augit shall cover
shown by the books, documents and vouchers of the
treasurer for the full term of their respective
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Sec. 214 The wilful violation of this article or any part
thereof shall subject the offending commandery to have its charter
revoked by the Grand Commandery, or suspended by the Right
Eminent Grand Commander, until the next annual conclave of the
Grond Commandery, and then subjpct to such further punishment as
the Grand Commandery may deem equitable and just.,

ARTI&LE IV
lcers

Seoc. 1. The elective officers of a subordinate commandery
are: Eminent Commander, Generalissimo, Captain General, Prelate,
Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Tyeasurer, and Recorder, who shall
be elected annually by separate ballot.

Sec. 2. The appointive officers are: Standard Bearer, Sword
Bearer, Warder, Sentinel, Assistant Recorder, whenever deemed
necessary, who shall be appointed by the Eminent Commander elect.

ARTICLE V.
ELIGIBILITY TO OFFICE - ELECTION AND INSTALLATION

Sec., 1. No person shall be eligible to be elected to the
office of Eminent Commander except one who has been elected. to
and served in the office of Generalissimo or Captain General, or
who is a Past Eminent Commander, and then he must be a contribut-
ing member of the commandery and have a voice and vote in the
affairs of the commandery.

Seces 2. Any member of the commandery who is a contributing
member and has a voice and vote in the business of the commandery
may be elected to any office except that of Eminent Commander.
Provided, that no one shall be elected or appointed to any office
in the commandery who is not a contributing member thereof.

Sec., 3. Each constituent commandery shall elect its officers
by a written ballot and by a majority vote in each case. Such
election shall be held at the annual conclave in November of
each year, '

Sec. 4. The officers of the commandery, elected and
appointed, may be installed .at the annual conclave of the com~
mandery, immediately after the eleotion, or the commandery by a
two-thirds vote may have a public installation; such installation
must occur in the jurisdiction of the commandery, and if the
public installation is to be had at a time subsequent to the
annual meeting, a special meeting must be called for that purpose
by a dispensation from the Right Eminent Grand Commander., The
installation must take place before the next monthly conclave of
the commandery, after the annual conclave, and on or before the
27th day of December of each year.

It shall be the duty of the Eminent Commander to see that a
Past Eminent Commander's Council is formed for the purpose of
conferring the Past Cormander's Degree upon the Eminent Commader-
elect before his installation. No Eminent Commander can be in-



stalled until there is conferred uﬁBn him the Past Eminent
Commander's Degree. ’ :

Sec, 5. If, for any reason, a commandery cannot hold its
election at its annual meeting in November, then it must apply to
the Right Eminent Grand Commander for a dispensation to hold the
election, which must be held as soon as possible. No election
shall be held at any other time than that at the annual conclave in
November, except by a dispensationd from the Right Eminent Grand
Commander. No election shall be Held at a special meeting, except
by a dispensation from the Right Eminent Grand Commander.

Sec, 6. All officers, elected and installed, shall hold
their office until the next annual .conclave of the commandery, and
until their successors are duly elected and installed.

Sec, 7. No one is eligible to hold an election and install
the officers of a chartered commandery, except the present or
Past Right Eminent Grand Commander, the present or a Past Eminent
Commander.

VACANCIES

Sec. 8. Upon the death of the Eminent Commander or if for any
reason he is absent or is not able to attend the meetings of the
commandery, or is out of the jurisdiction of the comuandery, or
18 disqualified, the Generalissimo shall preside and assune the
prerogatives and perform the duties of the Eminent Commander.

Upon the death of the Eminent Commander and Generalissimo
and upon their absence and if for any reason the Eminent Common-
- der and Generalissimo cannot attend the conclaves of the comman-
dery or are out of the jurisdiction of the commandery, or dis-
qualified, then the Captain General shall assume the duties of
the Eminent Commander.

No election can be had to fill the vacancies in the office
of Eminent Commander, Generalissimo or Captain General until
the next annual election. All vacancies may be filled temporarily
by the Eminent Commander.

ARTICLE VI

 DUTIES OF OFFICERS
DUTIES OF THE EMINENT COMMANDER

Sec., 1. The Eminent Commander shall exercise the executive
duties of his commandery when not in session, and he has power:
l, To convene his commondery in any special meeting
whenever he may deem it for the best interest of his commandery
in the case of any emergency.
2. He shall preside at 2all meetings of his commendery,
except in the case of his own election and installation.
3. He shall cause to be issued all notices and
surmons which may be required.




-39~ -

4, He shall cause all offiocinl communications from the
Right Eminent Grand Commander or'‘Grand Recorder to be read to
his ocammandery at the next concldve after the receipt of such
notice. 2

- 5. He shall appoint all:committees, except otherwise
provided by law, and shall be ex4officio member of the same, and
shall see that the committees perform the work assigned to them.

6. He shall fill all vadancies of any office at any
meeting for the term of the meeting. '

7. He shall convene and open his meeting at the time
presoribed in the by-liaws of commandery.

8., He shall superintend the official acts of all
officers of his commnndery and shall see that their work is
properly and faithfully performed.

9. He shall guard carefully against any infraction of
the by-laws of his commandery, the Constitution ond General Laws
of the Grand Commondery, and see that there is no departure there-
from on a plea of expediency or convenience, except in case of
emergency, and then only upon a dispensation from the Right
Eminent Grand Commander. He shall represent his commandery in the
Grand Commandery and shall see that the returns required to be
made to the Grand Commandery are punctually and properly made,
pursuant to the laws of the Grand Commondery, and shall see that
all taxes and assessments due from his commandery to the Grand
Commandery are punctually paid as required by the laws of the
Grand Gormandery. '

10, He shall cause summons to be issued only when the
welfare of his commandery and the rights of the members demand it,
and shall see that all duly served summons are faithfully obeyed,
and shall also see that those who wilfully refuse to obey a duly
served sumions are punished, pursuant to the laws of the Grand
Cormandery.

11. He shall permit no appeal to be made franhis decision
to the Commandery.

12, He shall make the work of his commandery conform to the
Ritual and the usages of the Order, as approved by the Grand
Commandery, and suf”er no departure therefrom.

: 13, He shall pay homage to the Right Eminent Grand Commonder
and the other elected officers of the Grand Commandery, and shall
see that proper respect is paid to them, or either of them who
visit his commandery on official business, or when they are
present in his commondery at any conclave of his commandery.

14, He shall have possession of the charter (warrant) of
his commandery, and shall have it present at all meetings of his
commandery and shall duly transmit it to his successor in office
at the expiration of his term in office., Whenever he is not able
to attend any regular meetings of his commandery, he shall turn
the charter over to the Generalissimo or the next high:st
offlcer who is present, so that the meetings of his commandery
may be held. Provided, that as soon as possible after the holding
of .such meeting, the charter must be immediately returned to
his possession.

15. He shall require 2ll members present to vote on all
propositions and questions that may be subnitted to the common-
dery for a vote, except in the case where a member desires to be
excused from voting, and then such excuse can only be granted
by a two=-thirds (253) vote of the members present,
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16. He shall see that & semi-annual audit of the books
of the Recorder and Treasurer is made in May of each year, and
that an annual audit of the books and accounts of the Recorder
and Treasurer is made in November of each year; and in order
that there may be a true and correet audit, he shall cause all
books, documents, vouchers and papers to he submitted to the
auditing committee in sufficient time for them to prepare and
maoke a complete and true audit. The annual audit must be made
and submitted at the annual conclave in November before the
election of officers can be had.

17. He shall see that all moneys of his commandery are
deposited in a bank or banks as required by the by-laws of the
commandery or a vote of the commandery, and that the same is
withdrawn only in manner as presoribed by law. He shall sign all
orders on the treasurer for the payment of the legitimate bills
of his commandery when an order for the payment of the same
shall have been drawn, attested and signed by the Recorder, as
required by law. When the monies of the commandery are deposited
in a bank, he shall sign all checks or draofts for the withdrawal
of any money so deposited, and shall see that all checks and
drafts are drawn only for the purpose of paying the legitimate
bills of his commaondery, after the payment of the same shall
have been voted by the commandery, or appropriated by the com-
mandery for a particular purpose.

18, He shall examine each month all accounts, cancelled
checks and vouchers and shall see that the moneys disbursed by
the commandery are paid to the person or persons entitled to
the same.

19. He shall punctually pay his own dues, taxes and
assessments required of him by law, and shall see that the other
members of his commandery do likewise, and he shall perform all
other duties required of him by the laws of the Grand Commandery
and the usages of the order.

IUTIES OF THE GENERALISSIMO

Sec. 2, It shall be the duty of the Generalissimo to
assist the Eminent Commander in the performance of the duties
of his office, and in the case of his death, absence, dis-
ability or disqualification, to assume and exercise the duties
of the office of the Eminent Commander, as required in Section
8 of Article 5 of this chapter,

DUTIES OF THE CAPTAIN GENERAL

Secs 3. It shall be the duty of the Captain General to
assist the Eminent Commander in the performance of the duties
of his office and those required of him by the ritual of the
order and in the case of the death, absence, disability or
disqualification of the Eminent Commander and Generalissimo, he
shall perform the duties of the Eminent Commander as required
of him in Section 8 of Article 5 of this chapter,

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer:
le To receive all monies of the commandery from the
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Reocorder ond give his receipt for the same and to keep a true
and correct record of the moneys regeived in bound books of
record of the commandery. A}l entries of monies shall be made in
ink. § s
2, To pay out the funds of the commandery only upon a vote
of the commandery and upon an order drawn and attested by the
recorder under the seal of the commandery and signed by the
Eminent Commander. ;

3, To deposit all monies of the commander in such bank or
banks as may be designated by a vote of the commandery within
24 hours after the receipt of the same. All such nonies so
deposited shall be deposited in the naome and to the credit of
the commandery, to be withdrawn only on checks or drafts draown
and signed by the treasurer and countersigned by the Eminent
Commander and the Recorder.

4. To submit his books, vouchers, records and all documents
relating to the finances of the commandery whenever directed to
do so by the eommandery or the Eminent Commander for examination
and audit. He shall keep the Eminent Comm~nder informed as to
the finocncial condition of the coumandery.

5. To make at the regular conclave in May of each year a
semi-annual report in writing and to make at the regular conclave
in November of each year, an annual report in writing of all the
monies received by him cnd all disbursements, itemized, and all
properties in his hands or under his control belonging to the
cormandery, and state where the same may be found or had.

6. Within thirty days after his installation, he shall give
a surety bond in such sum 2s may be designoted in the by-laws
of the commandery, or by a vote of the commandery; the commandery
to pay the premium on the bond. The bond is to be presented
to the commandery and retained in the custody of the Eminent
Commonder,

7. For the faithful performance of the duties of his of fice
he shall receive such compensation as may be prescribed in the
by-laws of the commandery. Provided that no compensation shall
be paid until all of his indebtedness to the commandery shall
have been first paid,

8. At the end of his term of office, he shall deliver 2all
monies, books, documents, vouchers and properties belonging to
the commandery in his possession or under his control to his
successor in office, immedintely. He shall be paid all the legiti-
mate expenses of his office, the provision for which shall have
been provided in the by-laws of the commandery.

9, The failure to turn over to his successor at the expira-
tion of his term of office any document, money, paper or evidence
of any financial transaction of the commandery or property be=-
longing to the commandery in his possession or under his control
shall subject him, upon trial and conviction, to be expelled or
suspended from the Order.

DUTIES OF THE RECORDER
Sec., 5. It shall be the duty of the Recorder:
l. To attend the conclaves of the commandery and to record

the proceedings of the commandery in bound books of record of
the commandery, and to carefully preserve the same.



2. To receive and collect all monies due the commandery and
pay the same over promptly to the. treasurer at each regular
conclave of the commandery and toke his receipt for the same.

3. He shall keep a true and correct record of all the
finances received by him on behalf of the commandery in bound
books of record of the commandery, All entries of money and
records shall be made in ink. ~

4, He shall keep a registeﬁ of all members of the ocommandery,

and a ledger, in which he shall keep and record the finaneianl
standing of each member, the date of the initiation, demission

or death. The ledger and register shall be bound books of the com=
mandery, and the entries therein shall be made in ink.

5. He shall make out all reports and returns required by
his subordinate commandery and thig Grand Commandery, and shall
keep a register of the delinquents, rejections, suspensions, ex-
pulsions, deaths, demissions, and shall perform all other duties
required of him by the laws of his commandery, ond this Grand
Commondery. He shall draw nll vouchers upon the treasurer for
the payment of money, when the same has been voted out by the
commandery, and shall sign and attest the same under the seal of
the commandery. He shall conduct all correspondence mequired
of him, either by the commandery or the Eminent Commander.

6. He shall kegp in his custody, the seal of the commandery
and shall affix the same upon all documents required to be sealed.
He shall countersign all drafts cnd checks drawn by the treasurer
for the payment of monies, pursuant to a vote of the commandery,
and the orders drawn by himself, and signed by the Eminent
Commander.

7. Within thirty (30) days after his installation, he shall
give a surety bond in some good and reliable surety company, in
such sum or sums as may be provided by the by-laws of the comman-
dery, or by a vote of the commandery. The expenses and premium
on the bond are to be paid by the commandery. When a bond is
secured, it shall be presented to the commandery and turned over
to the Eminent Commander, who shall retain it in his custody.

8. He shall make in writing at the regular conclave in May
of each year, a somi-annucl report and at the annual conclave
in November of each year an annual report of all monies received
by him, and an itemized and detailed statement of all disburse-
ments and orders drawn for disbursements, and 2 complete state-
ment of all suspensions, rcjections, demissions, deaths and initi-
ations, and of the books and records, and of all properties of
the commandery within his possession or under his control.

9., He shall maoke a true and correct annual return of his
commandery 2s required by the laws of the Grand Commandery. It
shall be his duty to properly notify the members when they are
in arrears and to keep the Eminent Commander informed as to the
financial standing of the members.

10. At the e¢nd of his term of office, he shall turn over
to his successor in office all properties of the commandery in
his possession or under his control, and shall perform such other
duties as shall be required uf him by law, the usnges and customs
of the Order.

1ll. For the faithful performance of the duties of his office,
he shall be paid whatever compensation as may be presoribed in the
by-laws of the commandery, provided that no compensation shall be



“4Be=

paid him until 21l of his indebtedness to his commandery shall
have first been paid. Payment .for services can only be made in
manner as precscribed by the by-laws of the commandery.

12, The failure to turn oyer to his successor in officce the
books, records, documents, properties and effects of the commandery
in his possession or under hia;bontrol shall subject him to the
penalty of expulsion or suspensjion, upon trial and conviction.

DUTIES OF, QTHER OFFICERS
Y

Secs 6., The other officefb of the commandcry shall perforn
the duties required by the lawa'of the Grand Commandery, tho
Ritual of the Order and the by#lows of the commandery and shall
receive such compensation as mdy be praescribed in the by-laws
of the commandery. Provided that no compensation can be paid un-
less 2ll indebtedness of such member to the commandcry is paid
in full. Provided, further, that no officer of the commandery
shall be exempt from dues. Every officer of the commandery shall
pay the samc rate of dues prescribed for other membcrs, and all
dues not paid shall be an indebtedncss of the officor to the
comnandery, until such dues are paid.

ARTICLE VII

COMMITTEES

Sec. ls The Eminent Commander, as soon after his installation
as conveniently may be, shall appoint a committee on investiga-
tion, consisting of three (3) compctent members of the commandory,
an auditing committee consisting of three (3) competent members
of the commandery, and such other committees as may be prescribold
by the by-laws of the commandery, or found within the judgment
of the Eminent Commander are nceded for the furtherance of tho
work of the Commandory.

Sec, 2. The duties of cach committec shall be prescribed
in the by-laws of the commandery.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the auditing committce to
make a true and accurate audit of the accounts of the trcasuror
and recorder, omd submit a semi-annual audit in writing at the
regular conclave in May of each ycar, and an annual audit in
writing at the annual conclave in November of each year. The
annual audit of the auditing committoo shall be ‘made at the annual
conclave in November before the election of officcrs.

ARTICLE VIII

RESIGNATION AND  VACANCIES

Sece 1. No clective officer of the commandery, after having
been duly elcoted and installed, ¢ an rosign his offico, nor demit
or join in the formation of a new commandecry, until tho expiration
of their term of office.

Sec. 2. An appointcd officer may resign for a good roason,
and the Eminent Commander moy acccept the resignation and appoint
someé othor member to fill the vacancy. Whenever any such cppointment
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is mado, a commondery must obtain a dispensation for installing
the nowly appointed officor.

Sec. 3. (2) The Emirent Comuander shall fill all vacancies
in any cffice, temporarily, for any meeting. :

(b) Whenever an appointed officer has been absent
from his post of duty for four (4) meetings in succession, *‘he
Frinent Coumander may remove him from office and appoint another
in his stead. Provided that in all such appointments, the ccmman=-
dery mzust cbtain o dispensation fer the installation of a newly
arpointed off'icer.

ARTICLE IX
QUESTIONS - HOW DETERMINED
Sec. 1. All questions coming before the cormondery for its

decision shall be determined by a majority vote of the members
present,, except 238 otherwise provided by the laws and regulations

of this Grand Comnandery; provided that no question c¢can be legolly

submitted to a vote of the commandery which would require sorie-
thing to be done in violation of the laws, rules and regulations
of the Grand Cormandery.

Sec. 2. The presiding officer shall have the deciding vote
in all cases of n tie, except in coses of election of officers.

Sec. 3., No appeals from the decision of the Eminent Coruion-
der or presiding officer shall lie to the commandery, but may be
t+%en in manner 28 prescribed in Section 10, Article 9 of
Cr.'pter 3 of the by-laws of this Grond Commandery.

ARTICLE X
MEMBERSHIP

Sec, 1. The membership of a constituent commandery of this
Grand Commandery shall only by acquired by the applicant having
been first elected to membership by affiliation or legally ini-
ticled in the cormandery and upon his signing the constitution
and laws of the Grand Commandery, and the by-laws of the comman-
dery =nd agreeing to be governed by the constitution, laws,
rules, regulations and edicts of the Grand Commandery now in
force, ond those which may be subsequently enancted or adopted.

Sec. 2. If one desires the privileges of membership, he
cannot deny the responsibilities thereof and shall be dropped
from the roll of membership or suspended from the Order upen
his refusal to sign the by-lcws of his commandery, the constitu-
tion, lows, rules and regulations of the Grand Commandery, and
vpon his refusal to agree to obide by the same and also to abide
by any by-laws, rules or regulations that may be hereafter
enccted or adopted by either his subordinate comuinndery or by the
Grand Commandery. '

Sec. 3. (a) A member can have rmembership in but one cormandery

at a tinme.
(b) One con become an honorary rneimber of another
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comanndery, other than his own commandery, but shall have no
voice or vote in the affoirs of the commandery in which he holds
honorary membership and shacll not be enrolled among the members
thereof, and shall not be charged. nny dues, taxes or assessnients
by the commandery in which he holds honorary membership.

(¢c) In order for a member te retain membership in his com-
mandery, he must retain membershipf and be in good standing in his
symbolic Mnsonic Lodge, recognized as regulor by the Most Vorship-
ful Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of the
State of Illinois, and also in a legal Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons. Whenever a member loses his merbership or good stonding
in his Masonic Lodge or Royal Arch Chnpter, he automatically
loses his membership or good standing in his cormandery. Whenever
a member of a subordinate commandery has been expelled, suspended
or dropped from the roll of membership by his Masonic Lodge or
Royal Arch Chapter, he shall be automatically expelled, suspended
or dropped from the roll of membership from his commandery, with-
out any affirmative action on the part of his cormmandery. Provided
thot sufficient evidence must be given to the corm~ndery of such
expulsion or suspension -~nd upon the evidence being sufficient
the recorder shall note the facts opposite the name of th
expelled or suspended member, ns the case nay be, '

(b) When a member has been tried for a Masonic offense and
expelled, he cannot be reinstated into his commondery without
the action of the Grand Commandery, in manner as provided by law
for the restoration of an expelled member, ihen he has been
suspended by his Masonic Lodge or Royal Arch Chapter for an
offense other than that for nonpayment of dues, he cannot be re-
instated into his commcndery without a two-thirds vote of the
members present at a regular meeting of the cormandery, in manner
as provided by law. When he shall have been suspended by his
Masonic Lodge or Royal Arch Chapter for nonpayment of dues, he
shall automatically be reinstated in his commandery upon his
having been reinstated in his Masonic Lodge and Royal Arch Chapter,
upon such reinstatement having been officinlly mnde known to his
cammandery.

Sec. 4. The membership in a comacndery may be terminated
by voluntary demission, by death, expulsion or suspension, or when
a member unites in the formation of a new commandery, under the
Jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery nnd a charter is granted to
this new comnandery. ‘/henever a charter is granted for the forma=-
tion of 2 new commandery, the membership of all members whose
names are included in the charter shall automatically terminate
in their old commandery, and they shall ipsofacto be members of
the new chartered cormandery.

Sec, 5. It shall be the duty of each member of the comman-
dery to respect and pay homapge to the elected officers of his
commandery and to the Right Eminent Grani Commander and elected
officers of the Grand Commandery, to sa3rve on all or any com-
mittee of his commandery on which he may be requested by the
Eminent Cormnander, attend all the conclaves of the commandery,
when he can conveniently do so, and to do whatever is in his
power to further the interest of his cormandery and to so conduct
himself as a member of the Order, in order that he may bring '
honor and credit to the Order in the community in which his corman-
dery may be located.
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ARTICLE XI
JURISDICTION OF THE COMMANDERY

Sea, 1, BREvery subordinate commandery of this Grand Comman-
dery shall have certein perscnal and territorial jurisdiction.

(a) The personal jurisdiotion shall extend over all of
the members, and members who reside in the territorial jurisdic-
tion of the commandery. Provided that it shall have no jurisdioction
over the Eminent Commender nor over any elected officer of the
Grand Cormandery.

(b) The territorial jurisdiction of the Commandery shall
extend in direot lines halfway to the actual location of the meet=-
ing plesce of the commandery and the meeting place of the nearest
commandery, without any regard to the geographical lines of the
county, oity or town. Provided, that commanderies located in the
same oity shall have conourrent jurisdiotion, It shall have
Juriediotion over all petitions of applicants residing in the
territorial jurisdiction, and no one residing in the jurisdiotion
of ome oamandery can petition another commandery in another
Jurisdietion for the degrees of the order, except upon & waiver
of jurisdiotion by tho commandery in whose jurisdiction the
petitioner resides. :

Seoc., 2. All petitions for waiver of jurisdiction must come
from the commandery which the applicant has petitioned, and
zgzildiotlon is transferred to the commandery petitioned, if

request is granted.

8e0. 3, All petitions for waiver of jurisdiotion, whether
over original petitions or the petitions for the degrees by re-
jected applicants, shall be read at one regular meeting and be
" laid over until the next regular meeting of - the sucdeeding month
before being aoted upon; and waiver can only be granted by a
unanimous vote of the members present, upon a secret ballot of
black end white balls. (White balls are for granting the waiver
and black balls are against granting the waiver. )

Sec. 4. If the waiver of jurisdiction is rejected, it ocan-
not be renewed until after the lapse of 3 months, Provided, that
if the waiver of jurisdiotion is rejected and there appears a
good reason why it should be granted, the Grand Commandery has
power to order the subordinate commandery petitioned to grant the
waiver of jurisdiotion and in such case, the waiver nust be
grented within the time preseribed by the Grand Commandery,

ARTICLE XII
QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES

Sec, l. All applicants for degrees o the Order shall be
qualified as followa:
(a) Applicants for the degrees of the Order must be
Master Masons in good standing in sone Masonio Lodge of the Most
Worshipful Prince Hall Grend Lodge, Free rnd Accepted Masons of
the State of Illinois or in & Masonioc Lodge of a Grand Lodge whioch
is in affiliation with said Prinoce Hall Grand Lodge, and also must
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belong to and be in good standing in a Chapter of Holy Royal
Arch Masons, and rust be a person o0f good moral character and of
good repute.

Sec. 2. Every candidate for the degrees of the Order nmust
be a believer in God and possess no defects in his body which
will render him incapable of conforming to the requirements of
the several degrees of the order and rust be of sound mind and
possessed of all his senses., No provision of this section shall
be set aside, suspended or waived in favor of any one.

Sec, 3. A candiddte to be eligible to take the degrees of
the order in addition to the qualifications above mentioned must
have resided within the jurisdiction of this Grand Cormandery at
least 12 months, in the jurisdiction of the commandery petitioned
at least six (6) months and nust not have been convicted of a
felony in any criminal court and must have a fixed place of abode.
An applicant for membership on demit must have a fixed abode and
be a resident of the territorial jurisdiction of the cormandery
petitioned. '

Sec. 4. A persm who has no legal residence is not qualified
to petition a commandery for degrees of membership.

If it be ascertained either before or after the election of
8 candidate that he is disqualified for lack of residence as re-
quired under the laws of this Grand Commandery, his petition shall
be returned, together with all monies paid by him. Provided, how-
ever, if it shall be ascertained that any applicant is disquali-
fied by reason of the lack of any of the other qualifications
hereinabove mentioned (except that of residence) he shall be
rejected.

Sec. 5. If any person shall have been initiated by any con-
mandery under the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, who,
under the laws of this Grand Commandery, is disqualified, such
person shall not by reason of his initiation become a member of
the Order, but upon discovery of the fact of his disqualification,
such person shall be tried and upon conviction shall be expelled
from the Order, Provided, that the initiation was made by fraud
or deception on the part of the applicant. Provided, further,
that the applicant made known all the facts tcnd circumstanccs in
which inquiry was made and if, afterwards, Y is initiated, such
applicant's name such applicant's name shall be dropped from the
roll of membership of the commandery initiating him, and the
commandery shall be punished for such initiation, All monies paid
the commandery in such cases shall be forfeited to the Grand
Commandery and shall be immediately turned over to the Grand
Recorder. Provided that whenever an applicant who has not
resided in the territorial jurisdiction of the commandery peti-
tioned the required lcecngth of time, and is initiated by a com=-
mandery and the applicant is otherwise qualified, the initiation
fee of such applicant shall be forfeited to the Grand Comuandery
and shall be imunediately paid over to the Grand Recorder.
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ARTICLR XIII

PETITIONS

Seo. 1. All petitions for degrees or membership sheall be
made upon blanks or forms furnished by the office of the Grand
Recorder of this Grand COmmanderg and none other. All petitions
for degrees or membership shall be made in writing and shall be
signed by the applicant with his full name and the place of
residence. The petition for membenship shall state the length

of time the applicant has resided in the jurisdiotion of the CGrand

Commandery and in the jurisdiction of the Commandery petitioned
and whetlier the petitioner believes in God. All petitions for
degrees shall be acoompanied by one half of the initiation fee

or so much thereof as may be designated by a vote of the cormen~
dery, and be recommended in writing by two members of the comman-
dery and must be read at the reguler meeting of the commandery.,
It shall also be accompanied by a certificate from his Masonio
Lodge end another from his Royal Arch Chapter showing his good
standing in his Lodge snd Chapter respectively. '

Sec. 2. Every petition for membership on demit must be
socompanied with a minimum fes¢ of $5.00 and be referred to an
investigating ocammittee, who shall report upon the same at the
next suocceeding meeting, provided four weeks intecrvene, exoept
in a case of dispensation from the Right Eminent Grand Commander
giving a shorter time. The petitioner for membership is not re~
quired to have resided in the jurisdiotion of the cormandery any
definite length of time, so long as his permsnent residence is

within the jurisdioction of the commandery.

Sec. 3. Upon the reading of the petition for the degrees,
if it 1s received by the voice of the commandery, either tacitly
or formally given, it shall be referred to an investigatin con=-
nittee of three who shall diligently investigate the applicent
with reference to his eligibility or qualification, standing and
charaoter and see whether or not the appliocant is qualified as
required by the laws of this Grend Commandery and make a due
written report thereon at the next regular meeting of the commane

dery, provided four weeks intervene before the next regular meete

ing, except in case of the dispensation from the Right Eminent
Grand Cormander granting a shorter time. A report of the
majority of the committee is not suffiocient, <The whole committee
must report. Whenever a pectition shows on *ts face tnat the
commandery has no jurisdiotion over the applizant, the petition
shall not be reoceived, but be returnod to the applicant for want
of jurisdiotion. If the gommittee finds, upon investigation, that
the applicant has not resided in the Jurisdiction of the Orand

Commandery, or in the jurisdiction of the commandery, the required

time, thoy shall return the petition to the coimandery, giving
them that information and thereupon the oommandery shall return
the petition to the applicant for want of Jurisdiotion,

Sec. 4, All petitions for memborship shall state the neme,
number and location of the commandery of whioh the applicant was

last a member, and the name, number and location of the commandery

in whioh the applicant was initiated in the Order and the name of

M
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the Grand Commandery under which the commandcry which initiated
him was working and if that is not the cammandery in which he

was last a member, then the name of tho Grand Commandcery under
which the commandery which issucd him his demit was working.

Such petition shall be accompanied by a demit or satisfactory
evidence that the petaitioner has lawfully withdrawn from thc¢ com-
mandery of which he vwas last a momber, The petition must a}so _
be accompanicd by a ccertificate from the applicant's Masonic Lodge
and one¢ from his Royal Arch Chapte¢r, showing his good standing in
his lodge and Royal Arch Chapter respectively. The potition shall .
be accorpanicd with the mcembership fee and shall be rcad and if
rccgived shall be refcrred to an investigating cormittee, who
shall investigate the applicant in th¢ same manncr as in petitions
for dcgrecs. If the pctitionor is accopted, the docunmentary
e¢videncc submittcd to the commandery showing his standing in the
ordcr shall be cancelled and filed in the archives of the conman-
dery. If the petitioner is rcjected, his documentary cvidonce
shall b¢ returned to him, togetheor with the membership fee, but
his pctition shall b¢ rctaincd in the archives of the cormandery.

S¢Ce Se¢ Every petitioncr for tho dugreces ruust present him-
self for initiation when notified so to do by thc commandery
within thrce months from the date of his clcetion, In casc of
failurce to do so, after being notified, thon said c¢lcetion shall
becoric null and void and the fee which accompanicd the petition
shall be forfcited to the commandery, unlcss some good and suffi-
cient rcason is given for such failurc, in which casc the tine
hereinabove mentioned may be cxtended by a two-thirds vote of tho
ricribers of the coumandery present at a rcgular mecting of the
corrrandory. No petition for the degrcos shall be withdrawn or
returncd after having becn roceived by the commandory. Neither
shall the fce accompanying the petition be rcturned upon the
rcquost of the petitioner., If the pectition is rcjectcd, the fue
accorpanying it shall be immcdiately returncd to the petitioncr.

ARTICLE XIV

BALLOTING

Sces 1, No ballot shall be taken upon a pctition for the
degrccs or membership until four weeks shall have ¢lapsed aftcer
the recoption of thc pectition and the committce on invcstigation
shall have made its rcport, except by dispcnsation of the Right
Eminent Grand Comnander, granting a shorter tine,

Scce 2. In balloting upon a petition, thore nust be suffi-
cicnt whito and black balls for each merber of the cormandcry
proscnt to make his choice and it shall bc the duty of the
Emincnt Commandcr to sec that this rcquircuent is carricd out,

Secs 3. A scparato ballot must be taken upon all pctitions
for degrccs or memburship and no person can be clicted for the
dogrecs or nembership cxcupt by a clear or unanimous ballot. All
persons prescent must voto unlcss cxcused by a unanimous votc of
th¢ mombors present.

Suce. 4. After all mcmburs shall have voted and tho ballot
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closcd, tho ballot-box shall bc c¢xaiined by thce Captain Gonoral,
Generalissimo, and finally by the Enincnt Cormandcr. The Enincnt
Cormandc¢r shall declare the findings. Ong or more black balls
cloud the ballot. Ono black ball is sufficicnt to rejoct the
applicant. If, however, only onc black ball appears, thc Enincnt
Cormandc¢r shall immediatcely take anothcer balloting on the candi-
date. If onc or morc black balls again appcar on th¢ scecond
balloting, he shall declare the applicant rejected., If, on the
first balloting, two or nore black balls appear, the applicant
shall be declared rejected, and no second balloting shall be had,
No second balloting shall be had in any case, except where on

the first balloting, only one black ball appears, and then this
second balloting must be had irmediately, the results of which
shall be final, and rust so be declared by the Eminent Commander.

Sec., 5. Under no circumstances shall the ballot be declared
clear when it is cloudy or when a black ball appears, If it 1is
so done, any meriber present nay immediately challenge the accuracy
or truthfulness of the declaration of the person who nmade the
examination,

Sec. 6. The right of every member of the commandery to a
secret ballot for the degrees or nembership is inherent and
absolute and cannot be denied to the member, either by the coinan-
dery or the Grand Commandery or any Grand Officer. A menber can-
not be punished for the legitimate exercise of such ballot.
Provided that if the member shall wilfully use the ballot to
interrupt the legitimate labors of the cormandery or to mar the
peace and harnony of the commandery, or to wilfully impede the
numerical growth of the comiandery, such member may be punished
by expulsion or suspension, upon conviction and any one who
knows of the facts may testify and by so testifying shall not
be liable for stating any of the facts and circumstances which
may tend to show the wilful act of such member,

Sec, 7. No debate of any kind whatever shall be pernmitted
in open commandery upon the merits or demerits, qualifications or
disqualifications of any petitioner for degrees or riembership at
or before the time the ballot is to be taken. The use of the
secret ballot is the means by which the judgment of each merber
must be expressed.

ARTICLE XV

REJECTIONS

Sec, l. Any applicant for degrees, who has been rejected,
rmay renew his application at the expiration of three nonths fron
the date of such application. In such case, he shall present a
new petition, which shall be treated and acted upon in the sane
manner as the original petition.

Sec, 2. When the applicant is declared rejected, notice of
such shall, if practicable, be given to the applicant by the
recorder, who shall at the same time return the fee paid by the
applicant,

Sec, 3. No commandery shall reject an applicant for want of
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personal jurisdiction, but in such case, the fee and petition
must be returned and the applicant shall be at liberty to
petition the commandery which has jurisdiction over him, but if

he is residing in the jurisdiction of the commandery petitioned
and has not had his residence therein sufficient time to give

the commandery jurisdiction, he must wait until the commandery
acquires jurisdiction and then again petition the corumandery.
Personal jurisdiction which a commandery has over an applicant

by rejecting his petition for the degrees is not affected by the
lapse of time or by his removal elsewhere, and he cannot petition
any other commandery for the degrees unless the comriandery which
rejected him waives jurisdiction. Provided, however, he mnay
petition a commandery to request the commandery which rejected hin
to waive jurisdiction, so that his petition may be accepted by the
latter commandery.

Sec. 4. The rejection of a petitioner for nembership shall
not affect the petitioner's standing in the order and such peti-
tioner may immediately petition another commandery in whose juris-
diction he may reside.

Sec. 5. Whenever a petition for degreces has been rejected,
it shall be the duty of the recorder of the commandery to immedi=-
ately report the same to the Grand Recorder, as required by law,
When a petition for menbership has been rejected, no report of it
shall be made to the Grand Recorder.

Sec, 6., Any member of the order who shall conceal the fact
that a petitioner for degrees has been rejected and shall knowing=-
ly recommend the rejected petitioner for the degrees to a comu-
dery other than the commandery which rejected hinm shall be deenied
guilty of an offense and upon conviction nay be expelled or
suspended from the Order, except in the case where thcre is a
waiver or jurisdiction.

Sece 7. When a petitioner is rejected for want of good
character, the facts showing his lack of good character, mey be
reported to his blue lodge.

ARTICLE XVI

Sec, l. Any member of the order has the right to object
to the conferring of the degrees of the Order upon an applicant.
Provided that when such objections arc made known, they nmust be
sustained by a majority vote of the members present and if sus-
tained the fee shall be returned to the applicant, and the appli-
cant may, after three months, renew his petition for t he degrees,

Sece. 2+ Any member of the order shall express to the
Eninent Cormmander an objection to the initiation of a candidate,
after such candidate has been elected, such objections shall be
respected, and entered of record, if found to be reasonable and
rmeritorious. The name of the objector shall not be revealed
to the nembers, but such objection riust be of such nature as to
warrant the Eminent Commander to declare that the candidate can-
not be initiated by reason of the objection. When such objection
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is made, it shall be a bar for three months and the fee shall be
returned and the candidate rnust make another petition to the
commandery, which shall be treated as the original petition.
That is to say, in all cases where the applicant must make a new
petition, it shall be treated and acted upon in the same manner
as the original petition.

Sec, 3. Any objection to the initiation of a legally elected
candidate to be operative must be mede before the candidate is
prepared for initiation. Provided that if the candidate is dis-
qualified by reason of not possessing the qualifications as re-
quired by the laws of this Grand Commandery, the objection nay be
made before or after the preparation for initiation and thereupon
the candidate shall be declared rejected, and the fee for initia-
tion shall be returned. Provided, further, that before initia-
tion is begun, the Eminent Commander shall announce aloud the
names of the candidates to be initiated and ask whether or not
there is any objection to the initiation. No objection being made,
the commandery shall proceed to perform the initiation ceremony.

Sec. 4., When initiation of a candidate is stayed by an
objection, when objection in the judgment of the Eminent Corinander
is not sufficient to cause the candidate to be rejected, the
candidate may be initiated after the lapse of three months without
a new petition and election for degrees, unless the objection is
again made at the end of three months, and a new objection made
by the same or other members, In either case, it shall hold
good for three months from the time of the renewal or making.
Whenever the initiation fee 1s returned, it must be again paid
before any initiation can be had, Whenever the initiation of a
candidate is stayed by an objection, and the candidate is not
declared rejected, his name shall not be reported to the Grand
Recorder as a rejected candidate. Provided, further, that if
such candidate is, after the staying of his initiation, declared
rejected, his name shall be reported to the Grand Recorder as
required by law,

ARTICLE XVII
CONFERRING DEGREES

Sec. 1. No commandery shall be permitted to canfer nore
than one degree upon a candidate at the same conclave, except in
case of great emergency, and then only by a dispensation from the
Right Eminent Grand Commander. The request for the conferring of
more than one degree upon a candidate at one conclave must state
the emergency and the Right Eminent Grand Cormander niay grant the
same if in his judgment it is for the best interest of the order.

Sec. 2. After a candidate has been initiated in the first
degree, he cannot be advanced to the second or higher degree with-
out a satisfactory examination of his proficiency in the preceding
degree, or unless he is excused from such examination by a vote of
the commandery.

Sec. 3. No cormandery shall confer the degrees of the Qrder
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upon any person who declines to obligate himself to the require-
ments of the order and to agree to obey the laws of the Grand
Commandery and the laws of the commendery initiating him, and
four weeks shall elapse between the timeof the conferring of the
various degrees of the order, except by a speclal dispensation
granted in the case of emergency as. stated in Section 1 of this
Article.

ARTICLE XVIII

FEES

Sec. 1. No commandery, under the jurisdiction of this Grand

Commandery, shall confer the degrees of the order upon a candi-
date for a less sum than $25.00. The cormendery may, in its by=-
laws, nake apportionment of said sum for each degree and may
charge a greater sum, but in no case shall the degrees be conferred
unless the ninimum sunm of $25.00 be paid in advance. If the sane
is proportioned, the requirement for each degree rwust be paid in
advance. The degrees of Knights Terplar shall not be conferred
upon any candidate or applicant unless the entire initiation fee
has been paid in full in advanoce, except as hereinabove provided
in the case of apportionment of the fee and except upon dispensa=
tion from the Right Eminent Commander. Such payments rust be
paid in cash,

Sec, 2. No promissory note or anything of value can be
accepted by a cormandery in lieu of the actual cash for conferring
the degrees. '

Secs 3. NO Eriinent Cormmander of a constituent commandery
of this Grand Commandery shall cause or permit the degrees of
the order to be conferred upon a candidate or applicant for a less
surn than that presoribed in Section 1 hereof. Provided that if
the by-laws of the cormandery apportioned the fee, they shall not
permit any degree to be conferred upon an applicant unless such
applicant pays the proper amount in advance in cash. Provided,
further, that if the commandery has a greater fee prescribed in
its by=laws than that prescribed in Section 1 hereof, it can
lower the same by dispensation from the Right Eminent Grand
Commander, provided that the minimum fee shall not be less than
that prescribed in Section 1 hereof, or that granted by dispcnsa=-
tion from the Right Eminent Grand Cormander.

The violation of this Article subjects the Eminent Cormiander
to be removed from office.

ARTICLE XIX

RIGHT OF VISIT

Sec. 1. Every member of the order of Knights Templar in
good standing shall have the right to visit commanderies, subject,
however, to the right of the commandery or any member thereof to
object to the admission of any visitor. The objection nade at
any meeting shall not bar the same person from visiting at a



subsequent meeting, unless the objection is renewed.

Secs, 2, No objection shall be made to the right of any
elected officer of the Grand Cormandery or deputy appointed by
the Right Eminent Grand Commandery visiting the cormandery at any
time such elected officer or deputy desires to visit.,

Sec., 3. Demitted members shall not have the right to viszit
a cormandery for a longer period than one year after denission,
without the unanimous consent of the menbers present.

Sec. 4. No visitor shall be permitted to visit a commandery
in the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery unless such visitor
is lawfully vouched for as a member of the order in good standing.
Documentary evidence alone shall not be sufficient to justify an
avouchment. The visitor must be put through an examination,
together with his documentary evidence to show that he is in good
standing. He must also take the test oath,

Sec., 5. The application of a member of the order to visit
can only be entertained when he shall have bevn lawf~lly initiated
into the order. The right to visit is possessed only bty those
who have been lawfully initiated into a regular recognized comman-
dery of the order cf Knights Templar existing under and by virtue
of a commandory gronted by a regular recognized Grand Commandery
and during the period only while such person remsins in good stand-
ing in the order. No one possesses the right to visit who does
not possess these qualifications,

ARTICLE XX

DEMISSIONS

Secs 1. All applications for demits must be in writing
and made 8t a regular meeting of the commandery and shall lay
over for thirty (30) days or until some subsequent regular mceting
of the commandery to be hecld in a subsequent month when, if the
applicant has paid all his dues and asscssments due and owing up
to that date and there are no formal charges against him, the
demit may be granted and a record made thereof.

Sec. 2., All applications for a demit may be withdrawn by
the applicant at any time before a vote is taken thereon and an
announcement of the vote has been made. After the vote has been
taken and the announcement made, the arplication for a demit can-
not be withdrawn,

Sec. 3. A demit shall date from the time the commandery's
records show that the demit was granted, and membership ceases
from and after that date. The applicant demitted shall be
entitled to a copy of.such record, but should the recorder or com-
mandery neglect to furnish such record, or the applicant refuses
to receive the same, the neglect or refusal shall not in any case
invalidate the joint action of the applicant and the commandery in
applying for and granting the demit.
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Seoc, 4., If any demitted member shall lose his certificate
or record of his demission, the recorder of the commandery shall
furnish a duplicate certificate upon request, and satisfactory
evidence showing that the original certificate or record was lost.
Phe duplicate certificate shall bear the same date as was borne
by the original certificate and a record made of the issuance of
the duplicate certificate and the cause of such 'jissuance.

Sec. 5. A vote to grant a demit of any applicant is final
and cannot be reconsidered, A member is demitted upon a vote
of his application for a demit carried in the affirmative and
such member ocan only regain membership by a petition in the same
manner as required by a non-affiliated member.

ARTICLE XXI

NON-AFFILIATED MEMBERS

Secs 1, Non-affiliated members shall be subject to the
discipline of the Grand Commandery or of the commandery in whose
Jurisdiction they may reside for any violation of the moral law,
the criminal laws of the State or City in which such person may
reside or of the violation of the laws of the Grand Commandery.

Sec, 2. Non-affiliated members of the order shall not be
permitted to take part in any of the processions or ceremonies
of the order or of the commandery, nor shall they be entitled to
any of the privileges or benefits of the order, except as provided
in Article 19, which gives a demitted member the right to visit
a8 commandery after the date of his demission.

ARTICLE XXII

SHECIAL DISPENSATION

Sec, 1. All applications to the Right Eminent Grand Com-
mander for dispensation to confer any degree shall emanate from
a chartered commandery at a regular conclave and be carried by
a8 unanimous vote of the members present. Such application shall
set forth full and clearly the emergency under the seal of the
commandery and be signed by the Eminent Commander and attestcd
by the recorder.

Sec. 2. All appliocations for dispcnsation for special
purposes not otherwise provided for many emanate from the
Eminent Commander,

Sec. 3. The fee for dispensation shall accompany the peti-
tion therefor to the Right Eminent Grand Commander.

Sec. 4. All dispensations granted a subordinate commandcry
shall be entered upon the records of the commandery and prompt
reports shall be made to the Right Eminent Grand Commander of the
doings by authority thereof. The number of dispensations granted
the commandery and the amount of money paid for thesame shall
be reported annually to the Grand Commandery a2s part of the re-
turns of the commandery.



«55=
ARTICLE 23

DISPENSATIONS FOR A NEW COllANDERY

Sece 1. A dispcnsation for a new commandery shall only
be granted in manncr as prescribced in Article 12 of the Constitu-
tion of this Grand Commandecry.

Sec. 2., It shall be the duty of the Right Eminent Grand
Commandery to see that a commandery under dispensation makes
full returns to the Grand Commandery of the work done under the
dispensation.

Sec., 3. Where a commandery under dispensation has been
grcnted a charter, it shall be the duty of the Right Eminent
Grand Commander to see that the old churtered commandery dropped
from the roll of its members who join in the petition for a
charter for a new charter and whose names are included in the new
charter issued. This action of the commandery shall be taken
immediately upon their receiving notice from the Right Eminent
Grand Commander that certain of its members now belong to the
new commandery by reason of the issuance of the charter by the
Grand Commandery. Provided that if any member of a chartcred
comnandery joining in the petition for a new charter who does not
want to become a member of the new commandery, he must make that
fact mown to the Right Eminent Grand Commandery before the char-
ter 13 granted; otherwise his membership is automatically trans-
ferred from the old commandery to the new commandery.

Sec, 4. No new commandery shall be organized and chartered
with persons who belong to or are affiliated with commanderies
of clandestine members of the order of Knights Templar, All such
persons must be legally initiated if they are to be eligible
under the laws of this Grand Commandery.

Sec, 5. No comnandery under dispensatioﬁ can receive members
by affiliation or on demission unless such non-affiliated member
of the order 1is demitted from a legally recognized commandery.

Secs 6 In a petition for a charter all members of the
commandery under dispensation must join in the petition, if
they desire to be members of the commandery when chartered. The
petition for a charter must be signed by the members themselves
and no one's name shall be placed on the petition without the
specific instruction of the person or persons themselves.

Sec, 7. If the petition for the charter is denied and the
dispensation taken up, then in that case all the members of the
chartered commanderies who join in the petition shall remain
members of their respective commanderies and all of those who
are initiated in the commandery under dispensation shall be given
certificates signed by the Right Eminent Grand Commander and
attested by the Grond Kecorder under the seal of the Grand Com-
mandery, which certificate shall have the same force and effect
as 2 demit,

Sec. 8. All affiliated petitioners for a dispensation to
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form & new commandery shall pay a fee of $5.00, All persons
jnitiated in a commandery under dispensation shall pay a fee of
$10.00. These fees shall be in addition to the regular dues re-
quired of the affiliated members by his commandery, as well as
those required by his commandery under dispensation.

Sec. 9. All monies collected on behalf of the commandery
under dispensation shall go into the treasury of the commandery
under dispensation and shall only be paid out for the legitimate
expenses of operating the commandery under dispensation and what-
ever taxes and monies are due from the commandery under dispen=-
sation to the Grand Commandery. It shall be the duty of the Right
Eminent Grand Commander to see that this section is strictly
observed and that the monies of the commandery under dispensation
are safeguarded and a true acm unt made of the same.

Sec. 10. If the petition for a charter for a commandery
under dispensation is not granted, all the monies and properties
of the commandery urder dispensation shall be the mories and
properties of the Grand Commandery and sialli no% vo dnvided among
the memters of the commandery under dispsnsaticn. tufh saaxl Le
immediately turned over to the Grand Recordsar by trcsa in whose
custody it 1is.

ARTICIE XX
ANNUAL RETURNS

The fiscal year of all constituent commanderies shall
commence on the lst day of August and end on the 31lst day of
July of each year, and the returns of the work in the payment of
Grand Commandery dues, taxes and assessments, unless otherwise
provided, shall be made accordingly. Said returns, together with
the Grand Commandery dues, taxes and assessments of each subor-
dinate commandery shalil be filed with and the money due from
the commandery paid to the Grand Recorder on or before tho Slst
day of July of each year, unless otherwise provided by law.

The returns shall embrace a complete list of officers, Past Com=-
manders and members, number of all dispensations granted and the
amount of money paid for the same, of all initiations, passing
and !mighting of the number of degrees confarred, of all adm-
missions, demissions, rejections, expulsions, suspensions, rein-
statements and deaths, with their respectivs Jdates: the amount
of monies taken in or received by the commardery during the year,
the amount paid out for disbursements, amount paid out for
charity or relief, total amount of liabilities, total amount of
assets, total cash on hand and a complete inventory of all the
properties of the commandery and such other matters as may be
required by the blank forms for the returns; such returns shall
be under the seal of commandery and signed by the Eminent Com-
mander and attested by the Recorder, The returns shall also
state the number of members of the commandery reported at the
previous annual conclave of the Grand Commancery and the number
of persons subsequently becoming members and the total number
reported at the present conclave, the amount of money paid to
the Grand fecorder and the amount due to the Grand Commandery.
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Provided that every oconatituent ocdmmandery must make the annual
returns whether it has any money to pay taxes, dues and assess-
ments or not. There can be no excuse for a failure to make out
annual returns as herein provided.’ If a commandery is not
financially able to pay its dues, taxes and assessments to the
Grand Commandery as herein required, it must state this fact on
the returns and give the reasons, if any, for its inability to
pay. The failure to make the returns and to pay the taxes, dues
and assessments to the Grand Commandery as herein provided shall
subject the delinquent commandery to the penalties prescribed in
Seotion 3 of Article 7 of Chapter 1 of the By-Laws of the Grand
Commandery. The fallure of the commandery to make returns and

to send the same to the Grand Recorder as herein provided subjects

the Eminent Commander and the Kecorder to be removed from office,
and there oan be no excuse for the failure to perform this part
of their duty.

ARTICLE XXV

REPRESENTATION IN GRAND COMMANDERY AND PROXIES

i Sec. 1. The Eminent Commander, Generalissimo and Captain
General are the legal representatives of their commandery in the
Grand Commandery. Whenever the Eminent Commander, Generalissimo
and Captain General of a commandery shall be unable to attend
the annual conclave of the Grand Commandery, a commandery may
depute any Past Eminent Commander, who is a member of the com-
-mandery in good standing as proxy to represent the commandery

in the Grand Commandery and the proxy so deputized shall be
entitled to the same privileges and subjected to the same
penalties as the legal representatives of the commandery; such
deputizing shall be in writing and signed by the Eminent Comman-
der, Generalissimo and Captain General and attested by the
Recorder under the seal of the commandery.

Sec, 2. Only one person can be deputized to represent a
commendery at one and the same conclave of the Grand Commandery,
When a legal representative of a commandery is present, no one
can act aos representative by proxy for that commandery. No one
shall represent more than one commandery at the same conclave,
either as the legal representative of the commandery or as a
representative by proxy.

No one shall represent a commandery as proxy except the
conmandery of which he is a member in good standing. No one
shall represent his commandery as proxy except he be a Past
Eminent Commander in good standing in the commandery., All com-
missions or proxies shall expire with the closing of the Grand
Commandery's conclave.

Sec, 3. No one but a chartered commandery uan be represented

by proxy in any conclave of the Grand Commandery., The right of
legal representatives to represent their commandery in the Grand
Commandery cannot be denied or abridged by the commandery, nor
by the Grand Commandery, as long as the commandery complies wi th
the laws of the Grand Commandery,




Sec. 4. A chartered commandery in a regular conclave may,
by a majority vote, instruct its representatives on any subject
to be considered in the Grand Commandery and such instructions
shall be binding upon its representatives.

Sec., 5. It shall be the duty of the commandery to pay and
advance the reasonable expenses of the legal representatives in-
curred or to be incurred in attending a conclave of the Grand
Commandery. A constituent commandery cannot refuse to send all
of its legal representatives to the annual conclave of the Grand
Commandery, if its finances will warrant it.

It is an imperative duty of the legal representatives of a
commandery to attend the conclave of the Grand Commandery. The
wilful refusal to perform this duty is a violation of the moral

law,

ARTICLE XXVI

DISSOLUTION OF CHARTERED COMMANDERIES
Secs. 1. A constituent commandery may be dissolved:

1. By the voluntary surrendering of its charter,
2, By the revocation of its charter by the Grand
Commandery.

Sec. 2. The charter of a commandery may be surrendered if
the resolution for that purpose be presented at a regular con-
clave of the commandery and the same be acted upon at a subsequent
regular conclave, of which all the members are notified; provided,

that no charter can be surrendered as long as nine Knights Templars

are members of the commandery and desire to continue to work
under the commandery in accordance with the laws and regulations
of the Grand Commandery.

Sec, 3. The charter of a commandery may be revoked 2nd
the commandery dissolved for the causes contained in Section 5,
Article 15 of the Constitution.

Sec. 4. No charter shall be suspendsed or revoked except
for cause of which the commandery shall nave due notice and an
opportunity to be heard. Provided, the Right Eminent Grand
Commander or the Grand Commandery may suspend the charter of a
commandery until the sitting of the next annual conclave of the
Grand Commandery, as provided in the Conswuitution,

Sec, 5. Upon the revocation of the charter of dissolution
of the commandery for any cause, the charter, books, papers,
jewels, furniture, paraphernalia, monies and all properties of
whatever description or character, belonging to the dissolved
commandery shall be forthwith and immediately turned over to
the Grand Commandery and whcever has the property in charge or in
his possession shall immediately surrender the same to the
Grand Recorder, and all such surrendered property shall become and
be the absolute property of the Grand Commandery, in manner as



provided in the Constitution.

Sec. 6. At any time it shall be found necessary to revoke
the charter of any commandery under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Commandery, the members of such commandery implicated in
any misconduct shall be subject to discipline by the Grand
Commandery.

Sec. 7. Upon the dissolution of a commandery for any cause,
its members, who are not subject to the provision of the last
preceding section, upon the payment of all arrearages to the
Grand Commandery shall be entitled to a certificate signed by the
Right Eminent Grand Commander and attested by the Grand Recorder,
under the seal of the Grand Commandery, which certificate shall
be recognized in this jurisdiction as a demit.

Sec. 8., Whenever any commandery shall cease to work for one
year, the nearest commandery or commanderies may exercise juris-
diction over the territory and act upon petitions from Royal
Arch Masons residing therein, unless the cause of such cessation
shall be presented to and deemed satisfactory by the Right
Eminent Grand Commander.

Sec, 9. When the commandery has taken aotion in any matter
and has afterwards ceased to exist, any further action required
or authorized by law, including the completion of unfinished
work shall be performed by the commandery acquiring jurisdiction,
but those who have been initiated in any of the degrees of the
Order of Knights Templar cannot become members of the commandery
completing their initiation without being duly elected therein.

Sec, 10, When a commandery ceases to exist, its rejected
material ocan petition any commandery having territorial or con-
current jurisdiotion. Personal jurisdiction belongs to the com-
mandery and ceases when it becomes defunct.

Sec. 1ll, Any Knights Templar who shall be present at or
assist in the work of the commandery, knowing its commandery or
warrant to have been revoked or suspended shall be liable to
discipline by expulsion or suspension,

Sec., 12, When any charter of the commandery shall have been
declared revoked by the Grand Commandery, such ¢ammandery shall
be erased from the register and its number shall not be again
used upon a charter, except upon the restoration of the revoked
charter, and upon it only.

ARTICLE XTI
CONSOLIDATION OF COMMANDERIES

Sec. 1. Any two or more commanderies may consolidate their
membership into one commandery, provided that the proposition
for such consolidation shall be presented at a regular conclave
of the commanderies interested, and shall not be acted upon
until some subsequent regular conclave, of which all the members
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shall have due notice, and such consolidation shall only be
effected by a three-fourths vote of the members present when such
proposition shall be acted upon; provided that if a quorum vote
against consolidation to either commandery, then there cannot be
any consolidation.

Sec, 2. When the consolidation shall have been accomplished,
as provided in Secction 1 of this Article, the matter shall be
reported to the Grand Commandery and if approved by the Grand Com-
mandery consolidation shall be declaréd perfected and a new
special charter shall be issued upon the payment of a fee of
$10.00 containing the names of the new officers and members join-
ing in the application for the new consolidation and bearing the
number of one of the consolidated commanderies, the new naome to
be selected by the consolidated commanderies,

Sec, 3. The title to all property and effects of the comman=-
deries so consolidated shall be vested in the commandery named
in the new charter. Such new commandery shall be duly constituted
and its officers installed by the Right Eminent Hrand Commander
of his proxy before it shall lawfully act under said charter.

An inventory of all the property and effects of the com=-
manderies desiring to consolidate shall be made by their respec=-
tive recorders and the Eminent Commander thereof. The inventory
shall also contain all of the liabilities of the commandery
desiring to consolidate, which inventory shall be submitted to
the Grand Commandery, along with the application for leave to
consolidate and for a new charter,

ARTICLE XXVIII

CHARTER OR WARRANT

Sec, 1. Whenever the charter of a commandery shall be
destroyed, stolen or surreptitiously taken and detained without
the fault of the commandery, or Eminent Commander, it shall be
the duty of the Grand Commandery or Right Eminent Grand Commander
to cause a duplicate charter to be issuved upon the payment of
$5.00, bearing the original name and nvmber, together with the
names of the original Grand Officers and chorter members supple-
mented with the cause of its reissuance and signed by the Right
Eminent Grand Commander, and attested by the Grand Recorder,
under the seal of the Grand Commandery.

Sec, 2. Whenever the charter of a commandery shall become
so defective or illegible as to be unfitfor use, the Grand
Commandery or the Right Eminent Grand Commander may upon satis-
factory proof of such fact and the payment of $5.00 to the Grand
Recorder, cause a new charter to be issued in manner as provided
in Scction one of this article,

Sec, 3. The Eminent Commander shall have the custody and
care of the charter of his commandery at all times and it shall
be present at all meetings of his commandery.

Sec. 4. Whenever the Commandery desires to change its name,
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a8 resolution te that effect embodying the new name shall be
introduced at a regular conclave and action thereon deferred to
the next or some subsequent regular conclave of which notice
shall be given to all the members, of the time and place of the
proposed action, and if carried by a two-thirds vote of all

the members present, the Recorder shall, under the seal of the
Commandery, certify the fact to the Grand Recorder 30 days
previous to the next annual conclave of the Grand Cormmandery,
and he shall also transmit to the Grand Recorder all facts and
circumstances relating thereto. The Eminent Commander shall
sign the certificate, If the Grand Commandery consents to the
change, a new charter shall be granted, in accordance with the
prayer of the petition upon the payment of a fee of $5.00. Such
new charter shall be issued in accordance with the provisions
of Section one hereof,

ARTICLE XXIX

OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS - PUBLIC APPEARING

Sec. 1. Every document or paper, whatever, emanating
from a chartered Commandery to be valid shall have an impression
of its seal affixed and be attested by the Recorder thereof and
shall be under the signature of the Eminent Commander,

Sec. 2. No Sir Knight or member of the Order under the
Jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery shall appear in any public
procession, nor in any private or public assembly in the
Regalia of the Order, unless under the auspices of some regular
co-mandery or at the funeral of a deceased member; nor shall any
commandery, unless by special dispensation of the Right Eminent
Grand Commander, take part in any public procession, and not
then, except when the public procession is of a strictly
Masonic character,
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BY-LAWS
of the
PRINCE HALL GRAND COwANDERY, KNIGHTS TEKPLAR
of the
STATE OF ILLINOIS AND JURISDICTION

CHAPTER III

RELATIVE TO DISCIPLINE AND PROCEDURE

ARTICLE I
PENAL POWERS

Sec, 1. This Grand Commandery has the power and authority
to discipline and punish any member of a subordinate commandery,
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, and non-affiliated
members of the Order and members of the Order residing in the
Jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, except the Ri~ht Eminecnt
Grand Commander, and may exercise any and all penal powers and
authority granted by the Constitution of this Grand Commandery.

Sec. 2. Each subordinate Commandery of this Grand Comman-
dery, when the Grand Commandery does not assume original juris-
diction, shall have the power, and it shall be its duty, to
exercise discipline over all its members and non-affiliated mem-
bers and affiliated members of the Order sojourning and residing
within its jurisdiction, for the violation of the moral law,
rules and regulations of this Grand Commandery, or for the com-
mission of any offense that will tend to lower the standard of
the commandery or the Order within the vicinity where the com-
mandery is located, except the Right Eminent Grand Commander and
the other elective officers of this Grand Commandery, and the
Eminent Commanders., A subordinate commandery has no power or
authority to discipline the Right Eminent Grand Commander or
Eminent Comnanders or any elective officers of this Grand Com=-
mandery.

Sec. 3. Any member of this Grand Commandery may prefer
charges, in this Grand Commandery against any member of the Order,
exce»t the Right Eminent Grand Commander; which said charges
with specifications shall be in writing and filed with the
Y1cht Eminent Grand Commander or they may be filed with the
Grand Recorder, in which case he shall immediately forward them
to the Right Eminent Grand Commander; upon the receipt of the
charges and specifications by the Right Eminent Grand Commander,
he may ac~oint a commission of not less than seven Past or
Present Eminent Commanders to fairly, impartially, hear and re-
ceive all evidence and report the same together with their
findings and recommendations to the Right Eminent Grand Corunander,
who may pass upon the same and report his decision st the next
annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery, or he may report the
charges, together with the findings and recommendations of the
corunission, to the next Annual Conclave of this Grand Commandery
which shall dispose of the matter as it may see fit. Provided,
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that if the findings and recommendations of the commission are
reported to the Right Eminent Grand Commander within 60 days

of the convening of an Annual Conclave, the Right Eminent Grand
Commander shall not pass upon the same but report the entire case
together with the findings and recommendations of the comiission
to the Annval Conclave of this Grand Commandery,

Sec. 4. In all cases, when the charges are preferred
against any Eminent Commander or an elective officer of this
Grand Commandery, except the Right Eminent Grand Commander, the
charges shall be referred to and heard by a commission as pro-
vided in Section 3 of this article. 1In all other cases, the
Right Eminent Grand Commander shall transfer the charges to the
subordinate commandery, of which the accused is a member, and in
whose jurisdiction the accused resides, for trial. The trial
must be had, however, in the subordinate coumander in whose
Jurisdiction the offense is alleged to have been committed.

Sec. 5. Any member of the commandery may prefer charges
against an offending member, but to further the administration of
Justice, it shall be the duty of the Captain General in the
absence of other accusers, to take steps to bring to trial all
who commit offenses unbecoming a member of the Order, over vhom
the commandery has jurisdiction.

Sec, 6, In all cases of of fending members, who are members
of any other commandery, the commandery in whose territorial
~Jurisdiction the offender resides or is sojourning, shall, in
case the offender shall be expelled or suspended, given notice
to the commandery of which he may be or shall last have been a
member.

Secs 7. Non-affiliated member, residing within the juris-
diction of one commandery and having his place of business in
another, is sojourning in the latter and is amensble to the
subordinate commandery for any offense committed therein.

Sec. 8. A suspended member, charged with a crime, or an
offense which, if established, would Justify a greater punishment
than that he is undergoing, may be arranged for trial, and if
found guilty, adequate punishment shall be inflicted. A subor=-
dinate commandery cannot by its by-laws or by any rule or regula-
tion deprive & member of his rights, except as the result of a
trial and judgment by the tribunal having jurisdiction and laws
of this Grand Comuandery; nor can the relation a member sustains
to the Order, at the time of his death, be changed.,

Sec. 9. No constituent commandery, or member thereof, shall
publish in any newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, circular or other=-
wise make public the details of any trial, except the results,
decision, sentence or judgment of the commandery.

Sec., 10. The pr.scnce of visitors in the commandery during
any of the proceedings of a trial shall be prohibited, except by
the unanimous consent of all the members present, and except
those who appear as attorney, cecither for the prosecution or for
the accused. 1In case of trial before a commission, anpointed by
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the Right Eminent Grand Commander, the presence of visitors,
except the accused, accuser, and their attormeys, is ovrohibited
unless otherwise granted by the authority of the Right Eminent
Grand Commander. Witnesses for either the accused or the
accuser =hall not be deemed visitors.

Sec. 1ll. When the Grand Commandery or the Right Eminent
Grand Coricander shall transfer the charges filed in the Grand
Commandery to a subordinate commandery for trial of the accused,
it shall be the duty of such commandery, within thirty (30) days
from the time the charges were transferred to it, to proceed and
fairly and impartially try the accused in the same manner as if
the charges had becn filed in the commandery in the first
instance., Provided that in such cases the Captain General, in
his official capacity, shall sign the charges as accuser and the
Eminent Comnlander shall sce that his name 1s so attached and
‘that the case is impartially and fairly tried with as much speed
as justice will require. When the Captain General signs any
charge in his official capacity, he cannot be decemed an accuser.

Sec. 12, When the Eminent Commander of a commandery is in
fact the accuser, being dircectly connected with the subiect
matter of the charges preferred against a member of his comman=-
dery, he shall lay the matter before the Right Eminent Grand
Commander; the Right Eminent Grand Commander shall appoint his
deputy or spoecially deputized a present or past Eminent Com-
mander to preside at the trial of such accused member, In no
casc shall a constituent commandery place a member on trial with
the Eminent Commander sitting as the presiding officer and the
accuser; provided that this section shall not apply in cases of
contumacy.

ARTICLE II

OFFENSES

Secs 1. An offense, of which cognizance shall be taken,
is the violation of one's obligation or oath, as a member of the
Order, the violation of the criminal law, the moral law, the
constitution, laws and edicts, rules and regulations of this-
Grand Commnandery, or the commission of any act which tends to
impair the good name of the Order, or which tends to lower the
standard of the Order in the community where the offender
resides. Every member of the Order guilty of the commission of
any of such offenses shall be punished by expulsion, suspension,
or be reprimandcd, upon trial and conviction.

: Sec. 2. For the commission of an offense, as defined in
Section One (1) of this Article, the Commandery shall take
cognizance and shall give the accused a fair and impartial trial,
and, upon conviction, shall administer adequate punishment in all
cases where the Commandery has jurisdiction; provided that in such
cases, where the Grand Commandery has taken over the Jurisdiction
for the trial of the accused, the subordinate commandery shall
have no jurisdiction to try tho accused; but the decision and
judgment of the Grand Commandery shall be conclusive and binding
both upon the subordinate Commandery, and thc accused.



8eoc. 3. The Grand Commandery may take cognizance of any
or all offenses desoribed in Sec. 1 of this Article and may talic
jurisdiotion over the accused and try him and may inflict such
punishment upon the guilty as it shall deem just and adequate,.

ARTICLE III

PRESENTATION OF CHARGES AND SPECIFICATIONS

Seoc. 1, All charges of offenses shall be made in writing,
with reasonable certainty, the character of the offense allcged
to have been committed and the time and place of the commission,
a8 near as may be practicable, and be signed by the accuser,
who must be an affiliated member, The charges must be so
explioit that the accused shall have a fair understanding of what
he Ahall have to answer., If the Eminent Commander discovers
that his Commandery has entertained charges manifestly too
vague for the accused to have a clear understanding of the
offense with which he is charged, he should, in his official
capacity, refuse to proceed with the trial until the charges
are properly framed; and likewise, if the Right Eminent Grand
Commander shall discover that the charges filed with him or. in
the Grand Commandery are manifestly too vague for the accused to

ke answer thereunto or understand with what offense hec is

used, he shall refuse to proceed with the trial until the
cherges ocan be properly framed. All charges must be properly
framed ®afore the accused can be called upon to answer the same.
The¥" are seid to be properly framed when the charges and speci-
fications are sufficient to inform the accused of what offcnse
he is called upon to answer,

- Seo, 2, All charges and specifications of trials, in
subordinate ocommanderies, shall be filed with the Recoorder of
the Commandery, If received at a regular meeting, they shall be
then and there read and the question shall be put as to whether
or not they shall be accepted. If received during the reccss of
the Commandery, they shall be read at the next regular conclave
of which meeting all the members shall have dug notice; provided
that, in the case where the magnitude of the offense dcmands
or where the Commandery or the Eminent Commander shall decem it
for the best intereets of the Order, the matter may be laid be-
fore the Right Eminent Grand Commander and by his authority
through dispensation, said charges may be received and read at
a special meeting of the commandery, called for that purpose of
which at least ten (10) day's notice shall be given to the mem-
bers thereof.

Seo., 3. The trial of charges may proceed at any meeting
appointed for that purpose and may be continued from time to time
until completed; provided that, bcfore any member can be placed
on trial in a subordinate commandery, the commandery must vote
to accept the charges,

Sec. 4. When a member is charged with an offensc, he being
at the time in confinement for an offense¢ against the State of
Municipality, neither the subordifdate commandery, nor the Grand




Commandery nor a ocommission of the Grand Commandery need, aftor
giving notice and a reasonable time and an oprortunity for the
aocuscd to appcar or to prcpare his defenso, wait for his term
of punishment to expire, it may procced with the trial to a
final hearing without his presence, as provided in Scection & of
Article 4 of these by=-laws,

Sec, 5. In the trial of offgnses of which cognizancc is to
be taken, there is no statute of limitations,

ARTICLE IV

RECEPTION OF CHARGES AND NOTICE

Secs 1o In case of churges of members for an offcnse, upon
receipt of such charges, the accused shall not be placed on
trial unlecss it appears from thc charges and specificstions that
an offcnse has been committed. Whon the charges have been rc-
ceived and.accepted and it appears from the charges that cn
offense has been comuitted, the chorges cannot be withdrawn;
neither can charges be withdrawn in cases where they are trons-
ferred to subordinate commanderies by the Right Eminent Giand
Comzuander or Grand Commandery for the trial of the accuscd.

Sec, 2., Immediatcly upon the acceptance of the chargecs by~
the subordinate commandery, the Eminent Com onder shall stato
the time and place for the trial., It shall be the duty of tho
Emincnt Comuiander to cause the accused to be served with o duly
attested copy of the charges and speceifications and a c¢itation
stating the time and place aprointed for thc trial, «nd give
sufficient notice of the trizl, to all members of the comicndey, ;
provided, that the accusod shall be entitled to twonty (20)
day's notice or a rcasonable time and an opportunit - to prupare
his defecnse.

Sec. 3, If the accused shall neglect or rcfusc to attcend in
person, after notice having been duly scrved upon him, or if
notice cannot be scrved on him personally, oy reoson of his
residence being unknown, such notice shall ba sent to him, by
registered mail, addresscd to him at his last known place of
residence, and upon proof that the notice has bcen scnt to nhim, as
hereinaftcer provided, the commandcry, at thc time speeificd in
such notice for trial, may proceced with the trial without thc
proscncc of the accused. Provided that in trinis by the Graad
Commondery, a similer proccedure shall be followed. Provided
further, that in cither case where the notice is given by rogis-
tered mail, twenty (20) dars shall intervene betwcen the time of
the mailing of such notice and of the timc of the hearing and
procceding with the trial. In such case, the commandery shall
apnoint a competent member to act as attorney for the accused;
but this shall not be construcd to give such an attornecy or
representotive any claim against the commandery for services,
unlcss the commandery shall specifically agrec¢ to pay for such
services at the time of appointment; and likewise in trials
before the Grand Commandery or commissioncrs. In cases where the
accused 13 confined in prison, then notice may be sent to him by
rsgistered mail, in the same monner as abovae provided for, giving
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of notice by registered mail, in subordinate commanderies.

Seéc, 4. In every case wherc a flagrant offensce shall have
been committed by a member present, while the commandery is at
labor, the foregoing rules requiring notice and dclay may be
dispensed with and the Eminent Commander may order the offending
member to show cause instanter why he should not be punished; ond
likewise in the case of offcnses committed in the Grand Commandery
during any of its sessions,

No subordinate commandery shall have jurisdiction to disci-
pline a member for any offense committed in the Grand Commandery
during any of 1its scssions; such offecnses are cognizable by the
Grand Commandery only.

Sec. 5. Any member against whom charges shall have becn pree
ferred shall be summonsed to make answer thereunto on or before
a certain date and he may dony or admit any portion of the whole
of the said charges in said specifications, but upon his refusal
to plead to the charges and specifications, a plea of not guilty
shall be entered for him. If his whereabouts are unknown, or if
he is confined in prison, instoad of issuing a summons for him,
a notice shall be mailed to him by registered mail to his last
kmown place of residsence, and if in prison to the prison whare
he may be confined, as hereinabove provided,and in such case a
pleas of not guilty shall be entered for him. -

Secs 6., If an accused member shall plead: guilty to oithor
of the chargcs or specifications, such plea may be accepted as
evidence and the Commandery or Commissioners may take such other
evidenoe as they may desire. An authorized plea of not guilty,
entered in the absence of the asccused by an attorney who had becn
appointed to defond the accused, cannot be accepted by the Com-
mandery or Commissioners as a bar to the taking of evidence;
such plea must be disregardecd,

ARTICLE V
WITNESSES AND TESTIMONY

Seocs. 1, Every member of the Order, in good standing,
shall give his testimony upon his honor as & member, He shall be
a person of sound mind and have duc regard for his oath and
obligation,

Sec, 2, All witnesses in trials, who are not members of
the Order, shall be pcrsons of sound mind and of such religious
belief as to feel the obligations of an oath which may be
administered by any competent legal officer,

Sece S5+ The evidence of hoth the accuser and the accused,
if offered, shall be rcceived a4t any trial of a member of the Order,
The status of a member of the Order, under charges, is not affooted
until after conviction and judgment.

Sec. 4. The testimony of witnesses, who are members of the
Order, may be taken in open commandery or by a special committee
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appointed by the Eminent Commander, upon a unanimous vote of the
Commandery, Viitnesses who are not members of the Order shall be
examined by a committee or their deposition may be taken before
an officer legally authorized to administer an oath. In eithcr
ocase the aooused and accuser, in person or by attornecy, shall be
entitled to be present and propound such relevant questions as
they may desire, The attorney must be a member of the Order in
good standing. A member of the Order employed as attorney by the
aoccused on trial, or by the accuser, or by the Commandery or
Commissionews, is not to be considered as a visitor during such
trial, and, therefore, cannot be excluded. If an accused mcmber,
whose trial is pending, appears before the Commandery, Commissioners
or committee for taking evidence, and persists in such boisterous
and indeoorus conduct as to prevent the taking of cevidence in his
presence, the Commandery, Commissioners, or Committee, as the
casec may be, will be warranted in excluding and in taking the
evidence in his absence,

The oommittee or cammissioners appeinted to take evidence in
a trial oannot quash or modify the charges and specifications,
The committee can only take evidence and report the same without
any findings or recommendations,

Sec. 5+ The testimony of any witness, unable to attend the
triael, may be taken by deposition before a properly authorized
person or persons to administer the oath. Due and sufficient
notice of the time and place of taking of such deposition shall
have first been given the opposite party before any deposition
oan be takon. _

S8ec., 6, It shall be the duty of the accuser and accused
to seoure the attendance of their witnesses who are not membcre of
the Order. The Eminent Commander, of the Commandery holding the
trial, when necessary shall cause to te summoned a membor of the
Commandery es a witncss in any trial before the Commandery.

The Right Eminent Grand Commander, through the Grand
‘Reoorder, may summon any mcmber of the Ordcr, as a witness in
the trial, within the Jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery, in
all cases where the trial is had before the Grand Commandery or
its Commissioners, and in cases of subordinate commenderics
where 4he witness resides outside of the jurisdiction of the
commandery holding the trial,

Sec. 7. When trials are held in an open Commandery, the
Eminent Commandor, or the presiding officoer, shall decide all
questions arising as to the relevancy or compctency of the
evidence and the regularity of the proccedings; and the Rccorder
shall take down, or cause to be taken down, in writing, all the
evidence submitted by both the accuscr and the accused and note
the objections made oy either party and thc rulings of the
presiding officer; the record thereof shall be filed in the
archivcs of the Commandery and the main facts of tho case shall
be ¢ntered upon the record of the Commandory.

In case of the Commissioners, appointed by the Right Emincnt
Grand Commander to conduct the trial, the Chairman of the Cem=
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mission shall decide all questions as to the relevancy and com-
petency of the evidence and the regularity of the proceedings.

He shall appoint a recorder for the cormission who shall take

down in writing or causc to be taken down in writing all the
evidence submitted by both parties and note all objcetions made

by either party and the rulings of the Chairman of the Commission
thercof; and that after hcearing all of the evidence and the
argumcnts of counsel in the case, the Commissioners shall ex=-
clude all partiecs not members of the commission and considor their
verdict and recommcndations, -

The rccords of the trial and conviction of the acecused merver
of the Order of a fclony in a criminal court of rccord, which
judgment stands unreversed, shall be prima facta cvidence of the
guilt of the accused and be sufficicnt to warrant a conviction
in traials of subordinatc commanderies or in trials before a
commission of the Grand Commandery or in trials of the Grand
Commandc¢ry; but the same shall not preclude the accused from
showing a miscarriage of justice and his innocence,

Sec. 8. In 2all trials, the case must be conducted according
to the rules laid down by the Grand Commendery, which rcquire
the commissioners to hear and consider all the evidcnce beforc
voting upon the question of guilt or innocence or the dcgree of
punishmcnt; and which require in trials before subordinate
commandcrics that the members of the conmandery, who sit as
Jurors in the case, shall hear and consider all the evidence bc=-
fore voting upon the question of the guilt or innocenee or tho
degrcee of punishmecnt of the accused,

Hearsay evidcnce shall not be admitted or considered in any
trial,

At the conclusion of the taking of cvidence, the acouscr 2nd
thc accused, in person or by their attorneys, may, if they
desirec, address such rclevant remarks to the tribunal holding
the trial, upon the merits of the casc, as may be dccmed proper,
after which the accused and the accuser shall retire from the
tribunal and remain in the antec-room until a final decision of
the trial; provided that, if thc Captain General shall be the
accuser, in his official capacity, he shall not be requirsd to
retire. Aftcr the retirement of the accuscr and accused, any
member c¢ntitled to vote may exercise his vicws of the case and
of thc¢ law and facts involved. No member shall be permitted to
withdraw from the commandery room or tribunal until aftcr a finol
action on the case, except for urgent and nccessary cause and
then only by the consent of two-thirds of the members proscnt.

Séce 10, When o committec is appointed to take evidence,
as provided in Scetion 4 of this Article, it shall consist of
not less than five (5) members of the commandcry, if objeetion
1s madc to either of them.by either thc acduscd or acouscr, such
pcrson to whom objection is made may be removed cnd anothcr member
approinted in his place by the Eminent Commandcr; provided that
such objection must be made beforc the matter is sc¢t for the
taking of tcstimony by the committeec. No objection can be made
for the purposc of delay. All objcctions must be mcritorious or
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otherwise they should be disregarded by the Eminent Commander.

Whencver an objection is made against tho appointment of a
commissioner by cither party, the accused or the acouscr, tho
Right Emincnt Grand Commandcr may remove the commissioner against
whom the objcoction is made and appoint another in his stcad;
provided the Right Emincnt Grand Commander deems the objcetion
of sufficient causc to warrant such removal; provided further
that all such objcctions must bc made beforec the day sot for the
taking of tcstimony by the commissioners. No objccotion can be
considercd by thce Right Eminent Grand Commander when if frivolous
or made for thc purpose of delay.

Sce, 1l. When a committee shall have been appointcd for tho
taking of tostimony the Emincnt Commander shall name thc ochairman
and the committce shall meet and sclcot onc of their numbcr to
bc recorder of the committec and when so organized shall have
power to tako and hear all the tcstimony of the witncsses produccd
by either thc accuser or accused, and shall thcreaftor rcport the
same without rccommcndations to the commandcry.

Secs 12, The procecdings before the committee shall be ro=-
duced to writing and turncd over to the commandery within the
time rcquirced by thc commandery or thoe Emincnt Commander,

Scce 13, The committce may set whencver and as oftcn as
it may decm best for the intcereats of the Order and shall procced
with o0s mush dispatoh as the law govering the casc will justify
in full justice to the accuser and the acouscd,

ARTICLE VI

VERDICT AND JUDGMENT

Sco. 1. Upon the conclusion of trial by the commissioncrs
for the Grand Commandery, they shall vote upon the qucstion of
guilty or not guilty, and it requircs the unanimous vote to
find thc accused guilty,

In trials beforc subordinato commanderies, after the con-
clusion of taking of the evidcnce, and the arguments, they shall
votc upon the question of guilty or not guilty. In taking such
vote, the members proscent shall vote by ballot of white and
blask balls, and it shall require a two-thirds vote of the mombers
rresent to find the accused guilty. In taking such ballots,
whito ball shall be for not guilty and black ball shall be for

Secs 2. In the casc of thc commissioners, if their verdict
is guilty, the qucstion shall be put as to the amount of punishe
ment beginning with that of cxpulsion, if that is not sustained,
then indefinitce or dcfinite suspcnsion, if ncither of thcse is
sustained, thon reprimand.

In cascs of trials before subordinate commanderics, if the
accused is found guilty, then tho Eminent Commander or presing
of ficer shall put the gquestion as to the amount of punishment,
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boginning with that of oxpulsion, if that is not sustained, thcn
indefinite or definito suspcnsion, if neither of thcso is sus-
tainecd, then rceprimand. A votc of two-thirds of thc mcmbers
presont by ballot of white and black balls shall be nccessary to
dccidec the degree of punishment, All mcmbers prcsent must vote.
If the ocommandery shall find the accuscd guilty they must
administor some punishment.

Scce 3. When the commissioncers rcender a verdict and make
recommendations, the Right Emincnt Grand Commandcr, if the Grand
Commandery is not in session, and thec matter is placcd in his
honds morc than sixty (60) days before the convening of the
Grand Commandery, shall revicw tho proccedings and may rcndcr such
judgmont as he deems Just and propcr. If his judgment is that of
cxpulsion or suspcnsion thc same shall bc entcrod upon the
rooords of thc subordinato commandery of which thc accused is a
member, upon noticc from thc Right Eminent Grand Commander of his
actdons in thc case. Such judgment shall be conclusive and bind-
ing upon thc accused and his subordinate commandcry until the
next succccding annual conclave of the Grand Commandcry. The
Judgment shall be reported by the Right Emincnt Grand Commandcr to
thoe Grand Commandcery at its next annual conclavc for its final
action and disposition. Provided that if th¢ report of thc com=
missioners bc madc to the Right Emincnt Grand Commandcr within
sixty (60) days beforc the annual conclave of the Grand Commandery,
the Right Eminent Grand Commandor shall report the same to the
Grand Commandery without any action being taken upon thc raoport
by him,

Scc, 4, When any momber of the Ordcer, after a fair trial,
shall be found guilty of a commission of an offense, unbccoming
a member of the Ordor, punishment shall follow which, in the

Judgment of the body trying him, is just and propcr.

Scc. 5. When any member shall have becn expclled or suspendcd
by the Grand Commandery, the judgment of cxpulsion or suspension,
as thc case may be, shall be binding and conclusive upon both tho
agcused and his subordinatc commandcry and he shall bo automa-
tically oxpclled or suspendcd from his subordinatc commandcry, as
the case may be, without any action on the part of his subordinate
commandery; but such cxpulsion or suspension shall bc notcd on
the records of his subordinatc commandcry opposite his name, and
the causo of his expulsion or suspcnsion shall also be likcwisc
noted on thc reoord.

When a momber shall have becn expellcd or suspended by a
commandery aftcr trial, hc shall be notificd of such action by
the Recorder of the.commandery, in pcrson, if practicable, or by
registored mail to his last known address., When thc accused mcmber
srhall have been acquitted, he shall be notified of thc same by
tic Rriinent Commander in open commandcrics.

ARTICLE VII
“PONISHMENT

Scc. 1o The punishment to be inflicted by the Grand Comman-
dory or a subordinatc commandery, after a fair trial and convic,
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tion, shall Be, in the disoretion of the body trying the acoused,
eithor expulsion, indefinito suspension, definitoc susponsion or

roprimand,

Sec., 2. Expulsion deprives the expelled member of all
rights, privileges and benefits of the Order he has ever enjoyed
and he is forever barred from the rights, immunities and privi-
leges of-the Order of Knights Templar. '

Suspension deprives the suspended member of all his rights,
privileges and immunities of the Order and puts him, while the
judgment of suspension is in force, out of the Order of Knights

Templar.,

Reprimand is the least punishment that a member can receive
and can only be administer after fair trial and convioction. It
shall be administered by the Right Eminent Grand Commander or his
deputy in cases of trials by the Grand Commandery and by the
Eminent Commander, or some one designated by him in cases of
trials by subordinate commanderies. A reprimand of the acoused
is to be given in the open commandery of which the accused is a
member or in whioch the trial is had, in cases of trials by
subordinate commanderies, If the reprimand is to be given by the
Right Eminent Grand Commander or his deputy, it may be given in
any subordinate commandery in whose jurisdiction the acocused
resides. Whenever a reprimand is to be given the asoused must
be summoned @nd if he fails to obey the summons he shall be
punished for the same unless some good excuse is given for his
failure. The punishment in such case shall be either expulsion
or suspension. Provided that whenever a member aots in a boistere
ous or indecorus manner in a meeting of an open commandery @ as
to ocreate confusion and disorder in the meseting, the Eminent
Commander shall be warranted and he may exclude the offendin
member from the remainder of the meeting; the Right Eminent grand
Commander may prohibit any member who is acoused of the commis-
glon of a orime from attending any meeting of the Order until
his t>rial shall be concluded, )

Secs 3+ No constituent commandery of this Grand Commandery
shall expel a member for nonpayment of dues,

Seo, 4. Indefinite suspension subjeots an offending member,
during suoh suspension, to the same penalties as are prescribed in
the preceding Sec. 2 of this Article. The relation which a member
sustains to his commandery, after having been suspended, either by
his oommandery or the Grand Commendery, is that of a member under
disabilities, and the Grand Commandery and the subordinate oom~
mandery still retain jurisdiction over him, whether he resides in
the territorial jurisdiction of the commandery or elsewhere,

Sec, 5, Any member violating the prorrieties of a comman~
dery's etiquette may be censured upon the motion and vote of &
ma jority of the members present,

Sec. 6, The Judgmenf of expulsion or suspension has the
same force and affeot whether rendered by the and Commender or
subordinate Commandery. :
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Sece 7e¢ All expelled or suspended members of the Order are
strictly denied the rights and privileges of visiting any con-
stituent commandery of this Grand Commandery and of affiliating
with or joining in any procession of the Order of Knights Templar,
and re prohibited from receiving any assistance or relief from
the Order.

Sec, 8. No member of the Order of Knights Templar shall hold
affiliations with an expelled or suspended member under penalty of
himself being expelled or suspended.

ARTICLE VIII

SUSPENSION FOR NONPAYMENT OF DUES

Sec. 1. The payment of dues and assessments is the duty
inocumbent upon every member of a subordinate commandery, under
the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, and the neglect and
refusal to fulfill this duty shall be (except for good cause shown)
o violation of the laws of this Grand Commandery and the violation
of a covenant of a member and shall subject the delinquent memver
to the discipline of his commandery. Provided, however, that a
subordinate commandery by a two-thirds vote of the members present,
may remit the whole or any portion of the dues or assessments of
any of its members, when past due, if the delinquent's pecuniary
circumstances justify such action; provided that dues, taxes
and assessments of the Grand Commandery must be paid unless the
same are remitted by the Grand Commandery; provided further, a
subordinate commandery may pay the dues, taxes and assessments of
the Grand Commandery for any of its members.

Sec, 2. No member can be exempt from the payment of duves and
assessments except for old age,poverty or indigent or where a
memher 13 alflicted with a disease waish renders him incapable
of work, and where, in all such cases, he is without funds or
means of support and is a subject of charity,

Any member of the Order who is an inmate of a charitable
institution or in an asylum, shall be exempt from all dues, taxes
and assesments, both of his subordinate commandery and the Grand
Commandery from payment of the same,

Sec, 3. Any member, who may be in arrears for dues and assess=-
ments to his commandery, according to the provision of its by-laws,
except as provided in Sec¢. 4 of this Article, shall be notified of
the amount thereof in writing by the recorder with a request for
the payment of the same at or before some subsequent regular
meeting of the commandery, and if the delinquent member neglects
to make answer to such notice, at or before the time stated therein,
he shall be notified in person, if possible, or summons to appear
at some subsequent regular conclave of the commandery as may be
deemed proper by the commandery, and show cause why he should not
be suspended for nonpayment of dues, assessments or taxes. If the
vhereabout of the delinquent member is unknown, a written notice
shall be sent to him through the United States mail to his last
knmown place of residence. This shall be deemed due notice, and the
commandery may proceed without the delinquent member's presence to
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try him for nonpayment of dues or his arrearages. If a member
summonsed, as hereinbefore set forth, and he fails to answer,™on
proof that summons has been personally served, the offense of
nonpayment of dues shall be held in abeyance until the delinquent
member shall show cause for disobeying the summons, for which
offense any member may be expelled or suspended, after a fair

trisl and convietion pursuant to the rules and regulations desoribed

in the preceding articles for the commission of offenses.

8ec, 4. No osonstituent commandery shall suspend a member for
nnngny!ant of dues, except upon notice as hereinabove described
in Segs 3 of this Article., No constituent commander shall suspend
a member unless he is at least six months in arrears for the
nonpayment of dues and assessments, anything in their by-laws to
the consrary notwithstanding.

860, 5. A two-thirds vote of the members present, at a
regular gonclave of the commandery, shall be necessary to suspend
a member for the nonpayment of dues, Such vote may be taken by
@ show of hande, standing or in any other manner that the Eminent
Commander may decide, in order to get an acourate count,

Sec, 6. No dues or nssessments, either of the Grand Commone-
dery or subordinate commandery, shall acorue against a member dur=-
ing the time of his suspension.

8ec, 7. No constituent commandery shall, for any cause,
abridge the rights, immunities or privileges of membership of  any
of its members in violation of the laws of the Grand Commandery;
neither can the rights, privileges or immunities of membership
be ‘denied any member either by a subordinate commandery or the
Grapd Commandery except when those rights are taken away after a
foiy trial and conviction in manner as provided by tiis laws of

+ thie Crand Gommandery, except as provided in part (:) of Sec. 3

ol Artiolo .0 o¢ Chapter 2 of these by-laws, and also except as

- provided in Secs. 7 and 9 of Article 10 hereof.

Se0s Be Compulsory process by o constituent commandery to
force payment of dues and assessments lies only against a member
of the commandery over whom the commandery has jurisdiction. If
the member has been demitted from the commandery, he cannot after-
wards be disciplined For the nonpayment of dues and assessments
or for the nonpayment of arrearages existing at the time of his
demission. .

860, P« No dues or assessments, either of a subordinate
oommandery or the Grand Commandery shall aocorue against a member
who has been legally decleared insane, during the term of such in-
sanity, nor oan such person be disciplined for the nonpayment of
dues and assessments,

ARTICLE IX
“KPPERLS

Seoc. 1. Appeals shall 1lie to the Grand Commandery to review
the judgments, verdiocts and decisions of its subordinate com-
manderies on any matter or subjeot, The accused or the accuser,
or any member of the commandery has the right to and may appeal to
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the Grand Commandery from any judgment, verdict, order or decision
of his commandery or ruling or decision of the Eminent Commander or
presiding officer of his commandery, and the commandery itself may
also, by a majority vote, appeal from the decision or ruling of

the Eminent Commander or presiding officer.

Secs 2. All appeals from any constituent commandery shall
be made in wrating and may contain a statement of the case, the
objections to and exceptions taken from the ruling, decision,
verdict or judgment of the commandery or the decision or ruling
of the Eminent Commander or presiding officer from which the appeal
is taken, and may state the grounds upon which the appeal is based.
The appeal shall be filed with the Grand Recorder of the Grand
Commandery at least thirty (30) days prior to the annual conclave
of the Grand Commandery, otherwise disposition may be made of the
appeal after the next annual conclave of the Grand Commandery by
the Right Eminent Grand Commander, in which case he shall report
his judgment and decision, to the next succeeding annual conclave;
provided that the appeal may be carried over until the next
succeeding annual conglave.

Sec, 3. The member taking the appeal shall give the commaondery
from whose judgment or decision an appeal is desired, notice of
his intention within sixty (60) days after the detision or judg-
ment. If the appeal is from the decision of the Eminent Commander
or presiding officer, notice of the taking of the appeal shall
likewise be given within sixty (60) days. After such notice has
been given, the appeal cannot be withdrawn, The recorder o the
commandery, from which the appeal is taken, shald transmit to
the Grand Recorder an attested copy of the chargcs and specifica-
tions, a transcript of the judgment, verdict or decision, all
papers, records, evidence and proceedings in the case, and, if
required, furnish the appellant with a like attested copy and
transcript at his cost., The transcript of these papers, documents
and proceedings shall be sent to the (rand Recorder immediately
upon the receipt of the notice of appeal and without delay. When-
ever notice is given of an appeal from the decision of the Eminent
Commander or prcsiding officer, the recorder shall immediately
upon the receipt of such notice of appeal, forward to the CGrand
Recorder an attested transcript of all paper, documents, and
records touching upon the subject matter, so that the Grand Commen=-
dery or the Right Eminent Grand Commander will have a clear undcr=-
standing of the subject matter upon which the decision was. givon
and what the decision was, Provided that if an appeal is taken
from the decision of the Eminent Commander, and there remain more
than sixty (60) days before the cor..ning of the annual conclave
of the Grand Commandery at wine timc the transcript of the appeal
is filed with the Grand Recorder, then in such case the Grand
Recorder shall transmit immediately the transcript and all docu-
ments to the Right Eminent Grand Commander who shall immediately
pass upon the decision of the Eminent Commander and shall immediato=-
ly thereafter notify the commandery of his action on the dccision.
Provided further if sixty (60) days or less intervene between the
time the Grand Recorder receives the transcript of appeal from
the decision of the Eminent Commander and the convening of the
annual conclave of the Grand Commandery, he shall submit the appeal
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together with all papers and documents; to the Grand Commandery for
its daisposition. -

Sec. 4. Vhenever an appeal shall have been taken from any
subordinate commandery or decision of the Eminent Commander or
presiding officer, the Grand Commandery shall have soverign juris-«
diction over the whole case or matter and may, upon trial of cnses
coming up by appeal dispose of the matter as it deems just and
equitable in the following manner, to-wit:

1, Dismiss the appeal, approve the proceedings or affirm the
verdict, judgment, order or sentence or decision from which the
appeal is taken,

2. Modify or rcverse judgment, decision or sentence, or
inflict a penalty whcre the subordinate commandery failed to do
so, or inflict a greater or less penalty than that inflicted by
the subordinate commandery.

3. Set aside the proceedings of the commandery for irregu-
larity and noncompliance with the laws of this Grand Commandery,
and may remand the cause for a new trial or further procecdings
as may be direccted by the Grand Commandery, or it may acquit the
accused.

4, Whenever a case has been reviewed by the Right Eminent
Grand Comriander, under Section 3 hereof, he shall rceport his action
to the Grand Commandery for its consideration and further action;
provided that where the Right Eminent Grand Commander has granted a
new trial, the subordinate commandery shall proceed immediately to
give the accused a new trial as per order of the Right Eminent
Grand Commander, and the Grand Commandery will not assume jurisdic-
tion of the matter until after a new trial has been had and then
only upon a further appeal.

5. Whenever the Grand Commandery shall modify or reverse a
judgment, decision or sentence rendered by a subordinate commandery,
the judgment and decision of the Grand Commandery shall be final
and conclusive upon all parties concerned; and upon notice thereof,
the subordinate commandery, from which the appeal was taken, shall
cause such judgment or decision of the Grand Commandery to be
entered upon its records and it shall thus become and be the
judgment and decision of the subordinate commandery from which
there can be no further appeal.

Secs 6. VWhen the Grand Commandery, on a review of tho trial
or other proceedings of a subordinate commandery, resulting in
the expulsion or suspension of a mcmber of the Order shall rcvcrse
or annul the judgment of the subordinate commandery, or shall
order a new trial, thc accused shall be thereby restored to all
of his rights and privileges of a member; and likewise when a
similar order for a new trial has been rendered by the Right
Eminent Grand Commander., When a case is remanded for a new trial,
no amendment shall be made to the original charge and specifica-
tions, unless the accused shall have due and timely notice thereof
and a sufficient time to answer the churges and specifications as
amended.

Scc, 7. Every constituent commandery of this Grand Commandery
shall report to the Grand Recordor all suspensions and expulsions
that may severally occur; such report to be made within thirty (30)
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days after such suspension or expulsion is had, It shall be tho
duty of the Recorder of the subordinate comuiandery to make this
report on behalf of his commandery.

Scc. 8. In all cases of trial by a commission of this Grand
Commandery, the Right Emincnt Grand Commander shall report t the
Grand Commandery his actions upon the report of th¢ commission
and, if the accused is found guilty by the commissioners, hc may
petition the Grand Commandery for a new trial or for a rehearing
upon the newly discovered ovidence or for irrcgularitics in the
proceedurc had by the commissioners, that is, where the commission=-
ers failed to procced in accordance with thc laws of the Grand
Commandery, or where the accused allegcs that the judgment and
findings of the commissioners, are not supported by the law and
the cvidcnce or 1s manifestly against the law and the wcight of
the evidence. 1In such cases the Grand Commandery may grant a
rehearing or a new trial. If a new tricl is requcsted on the
ground of newly discovcred evidencc, the newly discovered evidconco
must be set out in an affidavit or upon the information of a
Mastcr Mason in good standing and it must affirmatively appcar
that the discovery was had after the decision of the commissioners
and that on diligent inquiry could not have bcen ascortaincd be-
fore. The ncwly discovercd evidence must be sufficicnt to warrant
the granting of a new trial. No ncw trial shall be granted on
the ground of irrcgularitics unless they are sufficicnt to pro-
hibit the accused from having a fair and impartial trial.

In all cases of trials by commissioncrs the Judgment and
docision of the Grand Commandery shall be coneclusive and binding
upon the accused and the subordinate commandery of which the
accused is a member; and upon notice of such judgment and dccision
it shall be entcred upon the records of thc subordinate comuand.ry
without any further action and all conccrncd shall be bound therehy,

Scce. 9, Whenever an appeal is taken from the decision of thc
Judgment of a constituent commandery of this Grand Commandcry, or
from the rulings of the Eminent Commander or prc¢siding officcr,
no further action shall be had in the mattcr at issue until the
disposition is mndec of the appeal, Providcd that whencvcer a momber
is expclled or suspunded by the Judgment of a subordinate comman-
dery his appeal shall not affect the force and effcct of the jod-
gnent during the pendency of the appeal.

Sc¢c. 10. In all cases of appeal from thc decision of the
Emincnt Commander or presiding officcr, that mattor shall be im-
mediatecly refirrcd by the Eminent Commander to the Right Emincnt
Grand Commander for his decision and no further action shall be
taken in the mattcr until a disposition of the¢ appeal is made Ny
the Right Emine¢nt Grand Commander or the Grand Commandery. A
violation of this scction shall subjcct the Emincent Commander to
the penalty of being rcemoved from officc, if the gravity or the
¢ase, in the judgment of the Right Emincnt Grand Commandor or the
Grand Commandeéry, warrant such action,

S3c¢c. 11, 1In order that justice may be done, the Grand Comman-
dery may, at any time, order a subordinate cormandery to scnd up a
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complete transcript of the rccord, proceedings and the evidence
of the trial had before thc commandeéry and may procced to dispose
of the matter, as in cases of appgal.

ARTICLE X

RESTORATION AND REINSTATEMENT

Sec., l. No constituent commandery shall have the¢ powcr to
restore an expelled member to mombership or to his former rights
and privilcgcs in the Order of Knights Templar, nor to rcinstatg
a member suspended by the Grand Commandery.

Sce. 2. The Grand Commandery rcscrvces to itself the sole
right, by a majority vote, at any annual conclave, upon 2 pctition
and recommendation, as provided in thc¢ succceding Scetion 4 of
this Article, to restore an expelled member to good standing in
the Order of Knights Templar as a nonaffiliated membcr only, but
not to membership in any subordinate commandery. A rcstorcd member
by the Grand Commandery shall be cntitled to a ccrtificate of
that fact which shall be signed by the Right Emincnt Grand Com-
mander and attested by the Grand Recordcr, under the scal of the
Grand Commandery, which certificate shall serve in lieu of 2
domit and shall be considerod as such by all subordinate comman-
derios in their consideration of the application of any such ex-
pellcd member for membership.

Members, who have been suspended by the Grand Commandery and
who have been reinstatcd by the Grand Commandery, shall resume
their membership in the subordinate commandcry from which thoy
wcere suspended, without any action on the part of the commandery,
unless the Grand 'Commandcry shall otherwise direct.

Sec. 3. The resumption of membership in any constituent com=-
mandery by an expelled member, after having becn restoroed to good
standing in the Order of Knights Templar by the Grand Commandcry,
must be acquired in the manncr provided for petitions of appli-
cants for membership in Article 10, Chapter 2 of the By-Laws of
this Grand Commandcry, and shall not be acgquired in any other
manners,

Sece 4o All expoclled members secking restoration may potition
the Grand Commandery, upon a favorable rccommendation of the Com-
mandery from which he was expelled. The commandery from which he
was ¢xpolled must recommend him for restoration before¢ the Grand
Commandery shall have jurisdiction to considcr his petition for
restoration. If the subordinate commandery dcnics his applica-
tion for reccommiendation for rgstoration, the Grand Commondery shall
not receive or consider his petition for rc¢storation. aAll appli-
cations to a subordinate commandcry for a rccommendation to the
Grand Commandery, for restoration, must be submitted at a rcgular
meeting of the commandery ana be acted upon at the noxt or some
subscqucent meceting of which all the membcers of the commandery shall
be duly notified, when, if such request bc concurred in by a two-
thirds vote of all the members present at such regular mcecting,
by a ballot of white and black balls, the same shall be rccorded
in the rccords of the commandery and transmitted to the Grand
Recorder, at least 30 days beforce the annual conclave of the Grand
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Commandery. Provided that in casec the commandery from which the
membcr was c¢xpelled, has become extinct, said petition for
restoration may be dirccted to the Grand Commandery with the
statecment of the facts of such coammandery being extinet; in such
cas¢ the Grand Commandery shall have jurisdiction to act upon the
petition for rcstoration without the recommendation of thc defunct
subordinate commandery, and upon favorable action by the Grand
Commandery the restorcd member shall be entitled to resumc the
status of a nonaffiliatcd membcr of the Order. Such restoration
shall not be considered to give the restored member membership

in thc commandery upon the recormendation of which he has aequired
the status of a nonaffiliatcd member of the Order of Knights
Templar., Bcfore mombership can be acquircd in any subordinate
commandery, he must comply with the provisions of Scetion 3 of
this Article.

Providcd that any membcr of the order who has becen expelled
and who desircs to petition the Grand Commandcry for restoration,
and desirces to have the commandery from which hc was expellcd, to
rocommend him for restoration, must accompany his application for
recommendation for restoration and also his petition for rcstora-
tion with a ccertificatc from his Masonic lodge showing that he is
in good standing therein and also one¢ from his chapter of Royal
Arch Masons showing that he is in good standing thecrein; without
such certificates the commandery has no jurisdiction to consider
his application for rccommcndation for restoration. A non-
affiliated Mason and Companion cannot pctition the Grand Comman-
dery for restorati on or reinstatement nor can a subordinato com-
mandery recommend 2 non-affiliatcd Mason or Companion for rc¢stora-
tion,

Scce 5. Any mcmber, indefinitely suspcnded for nonpaymcnt
of dues or asscssments, which suspcension has becn in forco for a
period of one ycar or more, may ask for a rceinstatcmont at any
time, and upon seeking reinstatement shall potition in writing the
commandory having jurisdiction and shall accompany his pctition
with his arrearage or the sumec for which he was suspcended or the
amount thc commandery has stated by resolution ncecssary to be paid
for his rcinstatement. The p tition shall be prescnted at a
regular mceting of the commandery and lay over until the next
regular mecting of the next succeceding month and be rcferred to
an investigatin committee and upon their favorablec regport and the
payment of the sum rcquircd for reinstatoment, as aforesaid, the
petitionor may be reinstated by a ballot of two-thirds vote of
white and black balls of all the members prescnt at a rcgular
meeting of the commandery. Provided that in all such cascs the
petitioner must accompany his application with a certificatc from
his Masonic Lodge showing that he is in good standing thcerein and
2lso one from his Chapter of Royal Arch Masons showing that he
is in good standing in his chapter.

Sces 6. If any member has been indcfinitoly suspcnded for
nonpayment of ducs or assessments, which suspension has becn in
force for a pcriod less than once ycar, he may be reinstated by a
ma jority vote of the membors prcsent at a recgular mceting of the
commandcry, upon the payment of all arrearagcs due at the time of
his suspension, without petitioning for that purposc; provided that
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he must show that he is in good standing in his Masonic Lodge and
also in his chapter of Royal Arch Masons, before his application
for reinstatemunt can be ontcrtained . Without a certificate from
his Mzsonic Lodge and one from his chapter of Royal Arch Masons
showing that he is in good standing in his Masonic Lodge and

Royal Arch Chapter respectively, he cannot be reinstated.

Sec, 7. When a member has been suspended by his Masonic
Lodge or Royal Arch Chapter, he is automatically suspended from
membership in his commandery, and upon sufficient evidence of that
fact such suspension shall be noted opposite his name. He shall
not resume memvership in his commandery until he shows by certi-
facte from his Masonic Lodge and one from his Royal Arch Chapter
that he has been reinstated and is in good standing in his Masonioc
Lodgze and Royal Arch Chapter respectively. Upon the presentation
of such satisfactory evidence he shall be automatically reinstated
in his commandery and such reinstatement shall be noted opposite
his name.

Sec. 8. A svbordinate commandery, under the jurisdiction
of this Grand Commandery, cannot refuse to act upon an applica=
tion for reinstatement in the case of suspension for nonpayment
of dues, unless the applicant has committed some act during his
suspension which makes him unworthy of membership in the Order of
Knights Templar or unless he has failed to comply with the re=-
quirement prerequisite to the consideration of his application
for reinstatement.

Sec. 9. Any member who has been expelled by his Masonic
Lodge or Royal Arch Chapter shall be automatically expelled from
the Order of Knights Templar, and upon sufficient evidence being
submitted of that fact, such expulsion shall be noted opposite
his name in his commandery. And he can only be restored to good
standing in the Order of Knights Templar by the action of the
Grand Commandery, and in manner.as provided in Section 4 of this
Article.In such case he shall only resume membership in a com-
mandery as provided in Sec. 3 of this Article,

Sec., 10. In all cases where a constituent commundery declines
to reinstate an applicant the amount of money accompanying the
petition of the applicant for reinstatement shall be immediately
returned to him,

Sec, 1ll. Definite suspension shall expire by limitation and
any member so suspended shall be entitled to resume his membership
and all the rights and privileges thereof at the expiration of
the time fixed in his suspension, without any vote or action on
the part of the commandery; provided that he must show a certifi-
cate from his Masonic Lodge and one from his Royal Arch Chapter
that he is in good standing in the Masonic Lodge and Royal Arch
Chapter respectively, before he can resume membership in his
commandery,

Sec, 12, The reinstatement of a member indefinitely suspended
by a constituent commandery of this Grand Commandery shall only be
had by a two-thirds vote by ballot of white and black balls of all
the members present at a regular meeting, in all cases, where a
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suspension is had as the result of a trial for an offense other
than that for nonpayment of dues. In cases of an indefinite sus-
pension for an offense, other than that for nonpayment of dues,

a resolution for reinstatement may be presented at any regular
meeting of the, commandery and acted upon at the next or some
subsequent regular meeting of which the members shall have due
notice, and can only be granted by a two-thirds vote of all the
members present, by a ballot of white and black balls., If the
applicant is denied reinstatement he may petition again at another
regular meeting of the commandery, after the expiration of

(13) weeks, His petition shall be treated in the same manner as
the first and all members must be notified, as in case of his first
petition., Provided that no petition for reinstatement in any case
ocan be entertained by the commandery unless the applicant shows by
a certificate from his Masonic Lodge and one from his Royal Arch
Chapter that he is in good standing in his Masonic Lodge and Roval
Arch Chapter respectively. -

Sec. 15. No member shall be reinstated by any commandery, under
the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, nor restored to good
standing in the Order of Knights Templar, who, at the time of Fras
application for reinstatement or restoration, is living in open
violation of the moral law or who, while under the sentence of
suspension or expulsion, has been convicted of a criminal offense
by a court of record which judgment of conviction stands un-
reversed,

ARTICLE XI

EMINENT COMMANDERS-SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES- OFFICERS

Sec. 1. Eminent Commanders and elective officers of the
Grand Commandery may be disciplined by his commandery after the
expiration of their official term of office for the commission
of an unmasonic offense or for the commission of any c¢rime unbecom-
ing a member of the Order, except for official misconduct or for
the violation of his official obligation. All complaints for
official misconduct must be made to the Right Eminent Grand
Commander of Grand Commandery before the expiration of the term
of the office of the offending member,

Sec., 2. Whenever a controversy shall arise between chartered
commanderies or between a constituent commendery and the Eminent
Commander thereof, charges may be preferred in such cases or in-
formal complaints may be made, In all such cases the charges shall
be filed with the Grand Recorder or presented to the Right Eminent
Grand Commander., When ‘sharges are preferred, the Right Eminent
Grand Commander will appoint a commission to try the accused or
to adjudicete the controversy, When informal complaints are
filed, t he Right Eminent Grand Commander shall appoint a commis-
sion to investigate the matter and upon such investigation, he
shall proceed to have the commissioners try the accused, if in
his judgment such aoction is warranted.

Sec. 3. Whenever an Eminent Commander or an elected officer
of the Grand Commandery is permanently removed from office he may
be deprived of his rights and privileges of membership in the Order




upon trial and conviotion, if the gravity of the case warrconted it.
Any such trial may be had by a commission as provided for trials

in the Grand Commandery. Provided that, the commission for investi-
gation may try the accused as provided in Section 2 of this
Article,

Sec. 4. Whenever any trouble shall arise between members of
a constituent commandery or between subordinate commanderies which
shall require the presence of the Right Eminent Grand Cormander,
or the appointment of a commission, the commandery involved shall
pay all the legitimate expenses incurred.

Secs 5. An elected officer of a constituent commandery may
be removed from office for misdonduct, malfeasance in office, or
for contumacy to the authority of the Right Eminent Grand Commander
or the Grand Commandery, or for the commission of any craiminal
offense, or for conduct unbecoming a member of the Order.

ARTICLE XII

SUMIONS

Sec. 1. Every summons issued by the Grand Cc.mcndsry or by
a chartered commandery shall be written or printed, ..gaed by the
Right Eminent Grand Commander and attested by the Grand Recorder
under the seal of the Grand Commandery, if issued by the Grand
Commandery, and in cases when it is issued by a subordinate com-
mandery it shall be attested by the Recorder of the Commandery
under the seal of the Commandery, and signed by the Eminent
Commander.

All summonses to be binding as such must be personally served
or the person summonsed must actually receive the summons, other-
wise it will act as a notice only.

Sec, 2, Every member of the Order shall faithfully obey the
summons when personally served or when he has actual knowledge of
the same, if 1t is within his power to do so, under the penalty
of expulsion or suspension, unless he is excused by & vote of
the members present at a regular meeting of the Commandery. In
case of summons issued by the Grand Commandery he shall suffer a
like penalty unless he is excused by a vote of the Grand Commandery,
upon satisfactory evidence being given.

ARTICLE XIII

AMENDMENT

Sec. 1, The ny-laws of the Grand Commandery may be amended
28 provided in Section 1 of Article 13 of the Constitut ion.

Sec. 2, All laws and parts of laws in conflict vrith the
Constitution or these By-Laws are hereby repcaled.

REGULATIONS

l. The officers of this Grand Commandery and +he officers
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of every subordinate commandery under the jurisdiotion of this
Grand Commandery, before being installed in their respective
offices, shall take the following oath, to-wit:

: 3P , do solemnly
promise that I will support and mainfain the Constitution, laws
and general regulations of the Prince Hall Grand Commandery,
Knights Templar of the State of Illinois and Juris diction, and
that I will to the utmost of my knowledge and ability, discharge
all the duties of the office to which I have been selected, so
help me God.

BUSINESS

2. All business must be transacted in open commandery in
the Knights Templar degree, except when conferring the various
degrees of the Order,

3. After a commandery has opened according to the ritualis-
tic ceremonies of the Order, the first thing to be done is the
calling of the roll of officers and the reading of the minutes of
the preceding conclave. These minutes are then to be corrected
and confirmed by a vote of the commandery; after this is done,
if there is any special conclave, the minutes of which must be
read, corrected and confirmed by a vote of the commandery.

4. No commandery can, at any special conclave, alter or
confirm or amend the proceedings of a regular conclave,

5. The commandery being open and the minutes read and con-
firmed, it may proceed to do business, which generally cormences
with the consideration of the unfinished business left over from

the last conclave. But the order of business is strictly under the

direction of the Eminent Commander, who may exercise his discre-
tion in determining the matters which are to come before the com-
mandery, provided that there is no arbitrary or oppressive con-
trol of the business, at any time which the commaendery may deem
appropriate,.

6. No alarm should be answered at the door nor should any
one be admitted to the commandery's asylum during the opening or
closing ceremony of the commandery,

7. All votes, except those required by the laws of this
Grand Commandery to be by ballot, may be taken by a show of hands
or standing. All votes required to be taken by ballot, white
and black balls only can be used, except in case of election,
then the written ballot must be used.

8. No constituent commandery can be resolved into a committee

of the whole.

9. The minutes of the meeting of a constituent commandery
should be read at its close, in order that errors may at once be
corrected and omissions supplied by suggestions of those present;
but these minutes are not to be confirmed until the next regular
conclave.
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In case of the Grand Commandery the minutes of the previous
session are to be read, corrected and confirmed 2t the opening of
the next session and that before the close of the annual conclave
the minutes of the closing sessioh are to be read, corrected and
confirmed. This should be the last thing done before the close
of the annual conclave, :

10. During the transaction of business of the commandery
the members shall not entertain any private discourse nor in any
other way disturb the harmony and decorum of the commandery .

RULES OF DEBATE

11 . No member can speak more than once on any subject, until
all the other members present, shall have had an opportunity to
speak and then only with the permission of the presiding officer,

12, Every member, desiring to speak, must address the
presiding officer standing, get his permission to speak, and must
confine himself to the question under debate and avoid personal-
ties,

13« Any member who transgresses the provision of Rule 12
may be called to order, in which case the presiding officer shall
immediately decide a point of order from whose decision there is
no appeal to the commandery.

14, When two or more persons rise at that same time to speak
in a debate, the presiding officer shall name the person who is
to speak first,

15. No motion can be put unless it is seconded, and if re-
quired, it must be reduced to writing.

16, Before the question is put on any motion, it should
be distinctly stated by the presiding officer,

17. When a question is under debate, no motion can be made
except to lay on the table, postponed until a certain time, to
commit, to amend or to postpone indefinitely, which severcl
motions, by parliamentary usages, have precedent in the order in
which they are arranged; and no motion to postpone to a certain
time, to commit or to postpone indefinitely, being decided, is
agnin allowed at the same meeting.

18. When motions are made to refer a subject to different
committees, the question must be taken in the order in which the
motions are made, ;

19, When a motion has once been made and carried in the
affirmative or negative, it is in order for any member who voted
with the majority to move for a reconsideration thereof at the
same meeting only. It takes a two-thirds vote of the members
présent to reconsider a motion. "

20. When 2n amendment is® proposcd, a member, who has already
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spoken on the main question, may again speak on the amendment,
2l, Amendments may be made so as to totally alter the

proposition and a new resolution may be drafted by way of amend-
ment by the word "RESOLVED."

22, Any member may call for a division of a question, which
division will take place, if a majority of the members present
consent,

23, A motion to adjourn cannot be entertained, The Eminent
Commander alone has the richt of closing his commandery at will,

24. No motion for the "previous question™ can be admitted
or allowed.

COMMITTEES

25. All committees must be appointed oy the Right Eminent
Grand Commander on behalf of the Grand Commandery and by the
Eminent Commander on behalf of his subordinate commandery, unless
otherwise provided by law., The first name on the committee shall
act as chairman unless the chairman is specifically nomed by the
officer appointing the committee, A committee can only act when
together, not by separate consultation and consent,

26. The majority of the committee constitutes a quorum,

27, The report of a committee must be in writing and
signed by the committee or at least by a2 majority of them, The
report may be read by the chairman of the committee or, in his
absence, by any other member of the committee or by the recorder,

28, If the report embodies matters of legislation, the
question must be on adoption of the report and on agreeing to the
resolution, or recommendations, if a resolution and recommenda=-
tions are appended.

The reports may be recormitteed at any time before final
action thereon,

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

29, 1In all election of officers in a Grand Commandery or
in 1 subordinate commandery thereof, any member, who is quali-
fied and eligible under the laws of this Grand Commandery for the
office sought, shall have the right and privilege to run for any
such office for which he is qualified and eligible to be elected
thereto and any member of the body, holding the election, may
nominate them and an opportunity shall be given for such nomina-
tion.

30. In all election of officers of the Grand Commandery =and
in subordinate commanderies thereof, the rules and regulations
adopted and enacted by the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge, Free & Accepted Masons of Illinois, shall govern, except as
otherwise modified by the Grand Commandery.
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3l. Written ballots only shall be used in all elections
of officers in this Grand Commandery and in the subordinate com-
manderies thereof. It shall be the duty of the Grand Recorder
and the Recorders of the subordinate commanderies to prepare and
furnish ballots for such election of officers in their respective
bodies; the ballots so furnished shall be the official ballot
and none other shall be used.

32, In all elections in the Grand Commandery the Grand
Recorder and likewise the recorders of their respective subordinate
commanderies shall give each member, entitled to vote, the number
of ballots he is entitled to cast and no more. The ballots to
be used in all elections of officers in this Grand Commandery
and in the subordinate commanderies thereof shall be such that
the voter may place the name of the candidate for whom he desires
to vote, on the inside of his ballot. The voter shall fold this
ballot only once, if at all, and hand it to the judge, and the
Judge shall deposit in the ballot box in the presence of the
voter., It shall be the duty of the judge to see that the voter
casts no more ballots than those he is entitled to cast,

33 If the judge finds that the voter has cast more ballots
than he is entitled to cast, the ballots so cast shall be void
and shall not be counted. All spoiled ballots and those so
illegible that the name of the candidate cannot be ascertained,
and all ballots for candidates not nominated shall be void and
shzll not be counted, nor taken in consideration of the total
number of legal ballots cast,

34. In all elections of officers in this Grand Commandery
and in the subordinate commanderies thereof, all candidates
running for the same office shall be voted for at the same time
and if no one receives a majority of all the legal votes cost,
then the two receiving the highest number of votes cast shall
be eligible to a second bpalloting and the one receiving the
majority of the votes cast on the second balloting, shall be
declared eleoted.

CERTIFICATE TO BE ATTACHED TO AMENDMENTS

35. In all by-laws and amendments to by-laws sent to the
Grand Commandery for its approval by a subordinate commander
shall have attached thereto a CERTIFICATE in the following
ferm:
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WE, the UNDERSIGNED EMINENT COMMANDER and RECORDER of
Commandery No. of KNIGHTS TEMPLAR, DO
FEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing (By-laws, or amend- .
ments, a2s the case may be) wers read and submitted to the Com-
mandery at a regular conclave held on the day of
Ay Do, 19 , laid over until the regular conclave of the Com=-
mandery, held on the day of A, D, 19 .
which all members were duly notified and there were present
members. At this conclave the said (by-laws or amend-
ments, 2s the case may be) were taken up, considered and
adopted by votes for and votes against,
IN TESTINONY WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our names ~nd
caused the SEAL of the COMMANDERY to be affixed.

Done at the City of County
of State of Illinois, this
day of A. D., 19 .

Eminent Commander

ATTEST:

Recorder

AMENDMENTS
36. These rules and regulations may be altered or
amended as provided in Section 2 of Article 13 of the Consti-
tution,

37. Grants Manual shall be the governing regulation
for Prince Hall Grand Commandery, except as otherwise provided
by this Grand Commandery.

- -

JAS. E. WHITE, Chairman

COMMITTEE ROBERT L. CARTER

(

(

E

E WM. H. JONES
% A. G, F. SIMS, JR.
(

GEO. B. FORT

August 1936
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