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November 28, 1018,

Dear Mary and Howard and Billy and Howdy and Lucy,

It's a little after ten,there in St.Paul,while it is
almost 2 with us here,and we have had service this morning,and
now lunch. Soon I am going up on deck again,as it is so wonder-
ful out. I told the others I hated to miss any of it,but still
I do want to let you know how much you are all in my thoughts
to-day. I dont know exactly whether to think of you in St.Paul
or in Swarthmore to-day,but at any rate I hope you and Howard
could be together. Isn't it your thirteenth enniversary? I cant
realize 1t at all.

I am so sorry not to be there with Father and Amelia,for
I know how lonely it will be for them at best,but am grateful
that they have yours and Will's families near. Elinor and her
famlly I shall soon be thinking of as in West Newton - and how
different there too from the Thanksgiving Days we have spent
there in the past.

There 1s really nothing new to tell you that I haven't told
the others already. I know my letters are fearfully tame,but
life these days consists mainly in watching the ocean and
glorying in it;and in listening to the homesick tales the Y men
confide to you along with their photographe of wives and children.
The only plece of news I have is that I put on a clean collar
this morning. Quite an event on shipboard! I'm saving my clean
shirt waist for Livervool and London! And when I get to Paris -
well®?

Goodbye for now. Am going up to see the Lauretania pass -
they've picked up a wire from it - or rather wireless.

Love to all, Ruth.
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Thacheray Hotel,London,
Wed.DEC.11, 1018,

Dearest Mary,

You are probably just coming dowmn to breakfast,so my
greetings to you and Billy are in pretty good season after
all! I wish I had something besides my love to send you -
but that may get through guicker and more surely than any-
thing else. And I do send you both just loads of that as you
know.

We are turned out of our rooms but are still camping
in them walting for the Red Cross van to come along and
pick us and our luggage up and tske ue to the station. They
seem to want us to be there in ample time and have allowed
only an hour and three quarters!! Still,we might as well
camp there as here,and perhaps I gan get some of my English
moeny changed back again into French.,

As I wrote,we went to the Eagle Hut last night and
worked hard from 10.30 t111 1.15. I wish I could adequately
describe 1t,but it is hopeless to try. The place was more
like an Inside Inn than anything else I've geen since -
everything labelled,instructions hollered through megaphones

every so often,clatter and crash of dishes,and noise of
entertainments going on in various alcove places. The air
wastthick with smoke and the amell of food,the floors were
wet and slippery - and the place wae packed with soldiers
and sailors from everywhere,though our o¥n sailors nrevaile d
ten to one at least. We took off our coats and hats,put on

a none too clean overall arron and fell to . My first job
was to clear tables,and why I didn't slip and fall with
those trays is still a mgstery to me. Poor Ruth Skinner did
and smashed a whole trayfull of dishes,but no one seemed to
mind!! Then I went to the "swill job" !! (sweet name) where,
ag you can perhaps guess,we scraped plkates; then to dish-
washing until the regular old dame came. I didn't start out
being too particular,as I was advised that haste wag the
chief requisite,but as time went on and the incoming dishes
swamped me,I got even swifter,with what result you can
imagine. When the regular one came - no nonsense for her.

She literally poured the t¥ys into the sink (and nothing
gseemed inclined to break),made a few motions under water
with her dish cloth,and behold,the dishes were washed and
put on the drain - where I slicked off the surplus water ete.
with a very wet towel. Well it was like one of those night-
mares you sometimes have when you try for an eternity to
catch ur with yourself and never can. Tkk cafetaria closed
at 12,80 by 12.3" we were pretty well cleaned up,and I putwas
rut on the silver shift. It seemed absurd to apply silver
poligh and rub up those nickel forks and spoons when the
washing was so sketchy - but it means that they are at least

clean once a day - and those Wwho are served when the thing




opens again at 3.30 have the best of it. Then at 1.15 we
came back to the hotel and crawled into bed and stayed there
until © od and late this morning.

Then packing - and now - the Channel,whatever that may
mean.

Love to you all, RC
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AR.C.HOSPITAL 101
Neuilly,Paris
Tuesday Dee. 18th

Mother dearest,

It is three days since I have written,again becsause of my imnumerable room-
mates,who have grown to 8 by this time.,Phree of them moved up to our floor because til e
they were a little too near the real patients for their own comfort,but tonight are m
moving into the unused operating roomand are considered very lucky by the rest of us
as they have more room and a real light. it is almost to mrite here if it weren't
for my Corona. The more we see of the rooms of the other people we know in Paris,tho
the more grateful we are.

A great deal has happened in these three days. In the first place I know now
pretty nearly what my work is to be, Rufue and 1 caught Bust the job we want, just
by the miracle of being introduced to one of the Bowers about 24 hours before we would
otherwise have been summoned to the Presence when the job would probably have been gome
We are to be at Saveny,near St.Nazaire,where the rest of the Vassar Unit are running a
Hospital Hut but we are to go as sear chers. That does not mean that we go out into
No man's Land every evening with & Bug-light,as some have supposed but it means that
we try to get the truth about casualties from the men in the hospitals, For instance
if John Jones is reported missing and there is a man from his company in the hoepital,
we see him and try to learn any facts about J.J. Some of course can never be cleared
up,but others can be settled as killed or prisoners and it means so much to his fam-
ilges. OQur regular title is Home Communication Service worker and means much more
than just the searching which was the old title. It is our business to report to
headquarters about the men too ill to write home,often writing to their families for
them if they want to dictate. It means looking up their delayed meil and delayed pay
And it also means writing to the families of those who die, More than that it means
explaining to those who are permanently handicapped what is going to be done for them
by the government at home in the way of vocational education. Al the actual studyigg
of the mans possibilities and needs is done when he gets home but it is up to us to
start him thinking about it and looking forward to it hopefully. It means all soris #f
of cheering up you see that no one has time to do in & big hospital and I'm pleased
because it comes the nearest to using some of the experience I have had and it seems
to be work that is really needed, T have been reading some of the reports of these
workers at “eadquarters today ,and I can hardly wait to begin. We have to wait at
least till next week for it takes at least that amount of time for the regular Hed Tape
Tommor I am going out to some hospital near here for the day as a sort of an apprentic e

You have no idee the time it takes to settle just that little amount of
business., Most of my days are spent trotting up and down the winding ,marble stairs
of the Hotel Regina(Headquarters) till I'm ready to drop without accomplishing any-
thing.

Tuesday I actually got in touch with George Benedict.And we did have a beautifd
time.He took me to a very stylish and delicious place called the'cafe des Ambassadeurs®
on the Champs Elyseesand we had amost satisfactory meal-- - - — -

Another very bright spot was my call on Dr,.Farrand,the head of the Rockefeller
Commission for Tubercolosis to whom Uncle Mitchell gave me a letter.---He was very
cordial and also very reassuring when I told him about our uncertain welcome. He
aays there certainly is need for "a certain kind of worker" whatever that may mean,
and that Lhe job of Home Gommunication Service is & man-sized or rather woman-sized
job in the fullest sense of the word and that the need is likely to conilnue for
some time,

Thursday night,

At thet point the rest of the femily flocked in end by the time they had finished

Jabbering over alltk doings of the day,it was time for bed,so I had to stop.

I have had my day of apprenticeship today and it has been very interesting,only
it makes me more anxious to get settled where I can really put down my roots and see
the seame people every day and not just for once and then off;but it looks almost certe
ain now that we cannot go to Savenay till after Xmas,so I am planning to give as much




g cail 40 the hespital whers I worked today . You know you dont mind belng away.
fvom home ot Xmas if jyou have piles to do and paople sd you y much and have begun
to gount on you personally, It was such 8 new experience. tLoday that I'm not adjusted
yet but hope tomorraw will help,

I was sent out from headquarters in a ned Gross cemmionstte Witn three very wise
and experienced Hospital “ut workers wio made me feel thoroughly helpless by the way
in which they talked so ctsually of he things they Kad to do,they seemed to have been
so ready with just the right snswer in all the situations they found themselves in,a8
for instange  what Lo Lo the Doy who had just Leamned thet he had lost his leg,and
tohdve no end ef resources for cheering the homesick and to know naturally whit“Boys
santed cheering and which to be leoi alone,all the things I would be so stupid at.
Portunately I was started in on something easler,the ghigualty searching.

I was given the latest monthly ligt ef the missing,aprncil snd paper and put into a
ward of fairly sconyvalescent men. T4 was whet is called a tent ward and is a pratly
desolate place, caavas walls and roof with little isingzles windowsand concrete floor
and'go pretty damp and cold. The men were all "up" cases and sither lying. on their beds
or walking round, 1% was my business to chat with each one find out what was hilse rege
iment and company;look in fhe 'missing 1ist"to see if any of his comrades were there
and4if eo if he could give me Bny NEWH, Ons has Lo oross examine a bli Lo Pe sure he
pas the right personin nin d and yet one hep to be eareful not to ask leading questions

thet mizht suggest the answer t.0 his inmazination, The men &re dlways ready to talk
and nearly the whole ward ciusters around you before you have hardly begun. It is sue
& gatisPaction to pet holduof a reml bit of truth,such as the exact %ime when & man Was
1ast seen,and in the cases marked"K Det, n/B" whigh eans "reported killed,get details

of ‘death and burial’ you know every little scrap ol dstail will mean s¢ much to the
boyp's family.partieularly incese he was X3l 3 4€ it was T instantly" or il there is &
some mark on his grave to identifly it. I managed to get news of 6 ér 7 which my imstruc
tor sesmed to think & very frultful mornings work We had lunch &t the hospital at
the Red Cross table,which i in ihe big dining hall where all the patients and staff eaf

The hospital is in a large conventend the mesls are the re Pectory,a huge
room with hizh walls of undecorated plester with 1ittle windows at the top. The floor
1s stane and we ats off marble tables without tablecloths or napkins, fo0d wees @
about B8 coarse as the china whigh was Very coarse indeed but every bedy seemed insuch
a hurry to get back to very importent work that it didn'tmake much differencea.

Theré were plans for & dange tonight for the enlisted non which I would have been
zlad to attend,but it would have meantmy not netbing home out here till after midnight
and we have been requestsd not to come in late,

I came home quite early this afternocon after typing the results of ny nornings
work(I hope to make a great hit with my @0 by deing all nine on the Corons)

I" planned to do & 1ot of ereands bafore coming out here for dinnsy,but alas!found h
a Holiday because the King of Italy is nere! Honestly this place ie getting so king=y
that ordinary mortals ecan hardly manage 10 do their ewdim day work, Bvery Wasre you go
you find yourself held up by erowds waitinz to see some one of "les grands’go by.Firet
i+ was Wilson  and now itis the King st Italy and they say some other iking comes 3001,

1 heven't yet been able to get &t nmy truck and still no letters.l couldn't
gtand it 1P I didn't know that you have written and’ I must hear seom.Today T heard of
boys who hadn t had any news for & months.There is nothing 11
malcing your own troubles look pretty small,

q ¥

ke Hospital Hut work for

Elinor Prdleu
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