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The Officers and Board of Directors of the Umited
Charities extend to all members and friends of the or-
ganization, cordial wishes for a Happy and Prosperous
New Year.

THE CHALLENGE OF 1919.

When Nature in the dying hours of the old year cov-
ered everything with her shroud of snowy white, she per-

formed a sacred rite, an act symbolical. She hid over
night the wreck and ruin left in the wake of the last
years’ wars and conflicts, and at the same time issued
a challenge to those who have vision and thought for the
future to build anew on a foundation of spotless purity.

Probably not since the beginning of civilization, cer-
tainly not since the birth of Christ has any year held
such possibilities for good or evil, as the year we have
just begun. The agreement men will reach and the arti-
cles they will write in Versailles in 1919 will decide the
welfare of the whole world for centuries to come.

The policies ‘of reconstruction adopted this year here
in the United States will, to a great extent, decide whether
or not the nation and its individual citizens are about .to
embark on ‘a period of sound growth and prosperity.
What is true of the nation at large is also true of the city
of ‘8t. Paul and its citizens.




The attitude of society towards its unfortunate mem-
bers, the recognizing or ignoring of its responsibilities for
the rational care of the needy will play a large part in
determining the weal or woe of society as a whole. No
man can ignore with impunity a just debt; neither can
society hope to escape disaster except by discharging
fully its obligations to those who for any reason whatso-
ever, are unable to help themselves. A wrong attitude
always dangerous in the past, spells disaster at this time.

There is one force of evil that has survived and has
even been strengthened by the war. Autocracy is gone;
thrones have tottered and fallen, crowns are popular only
with the dental profession; but Bolshevism is with us,
a menace real, not fancied.

Bolshevism is a fungas growth of poverty. When men’s
stomachs are empty, their heads soon become filled with
its destructive doctrines. At such a time the agents of
Bolshevism find prime subjects for their pernicious work.

Albert Atwood, in a current number of one of our na-
tional weeklies shows how Bolshevism became rampant in
a certain part of Texas, where it had not rained for three
years and where in consequence, the settlers were poverty
stricken. Oil was discovered in that district and every
trace of Bolshevism disappeared by magic.

Now oil—or gold—cannot always be found to serve as
a cure for poverty; nor is this necessary. The one thing
needed is organized, systematic effort to strike at the root
of poverty, to strike fearlessly and effectively, whether it
be in the social system or in the individual needy family.
Such effort will find quick response on the part of those
who must be served and wherever it is put forth with
sufficient strength and sincerity, Bolshevism will find no
home.

Moreover we must get away from the philosophy of
David Harum “that a reasonable amount of fleas is good

for a dog;” that a reasonable amount of privation are
good for the poor; and that we have done our full duty
when we have kept them from starving.

If it is true poverty makes for sullen and violent
discontent which may swell into a great wave of social
unrest, bringing in its wake disrupted business, closed
shops, unemployment and lawlessness—and one glance
at Russia will convince you that this is so—then the dan-
ger is apparent, that this poverty may clutch even you
in your comfortable home and make you one of its very
own.

No charitable organization can be content to be a mere
supply house for food and hand-me-downs and satisfied
to merely keep the poor alive in their poverty. As re-
sponsible citizens of a great democracy we must realize,
that by banding ourselves together into an organization—
such as is the United Charities—and jointly fighting pov-
erty, we are doing our plain duty and are only attempting
to remove the powder kegs, which a spark from the fire-
brand of a conscienceless Bolshevist agitator may ignite
at any moment.

The New Year’s challenge then to us is to continue and
strengthen to the utmost the organized, uncompromising
fight against poverty. We have accepted it.

HER SERVICE STAR GLEAMS GOLDEN NOW.

From over the seas comes the word that another of St.
Paul’s heroes has made the supreme sacrifice for the cause
of liberty and justice. This time it is Ruth Cutler, daugh-
ter of E. H. Cutler, who was called to pay the price of
devotion. She died from pneumonia, in Paris, two days
before Christmas.

Since the day war was declared, her supreme desire
was to serve her country on the battlefields of France.




Her chance came last November when she joined the
Vassar Unit of the American Red Cross. Her death after
only a few weeks of service was a sad but withal fitting
close to a life devoted to the service of her fellow men.

For some years she filled the position as Assistant Gen-
eral Secretary of the United Charities with marked abil-
ity and devotion. Not only did she put into effect the
present system of district offices, but many a needy family
—_without ever suspecting the identity of the kind donor
—received aid out of her personal funds. Such was her
quiet custom and those who were privileged to know her,
valued her all the more highly for it. Her life and her
death shall be an enobling example to us all.

The Board of Directors and Officers of the United
Charities extend to her bereaved family their sincerest
sympathy.
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The more I see of the work here the more I realize how
wonderfully Ruth would heve done it. It takes the very best we have
to give and her best was so very fine and she gave it so readily. I
like to think of her in her uniform for her whole life has been one
of the most unselfish and devoted service I have ever known. 3She
never thought of herself---never considered her own comfort; never
knew her own worth. She was always such a brave, keen, honest spirit,
so awake in her interests, so sound in her thinking, and so absolutely
sincere in all her relations---there are few who can be so crystal
clear and so beautiful. Here she would have found a tremendous need
for all her gifts; she was a born nurse and knew so well how to soothe
and how to cheer; and she was so ready and versatile with her hands,
so thorough and systematic in her executive work---and how she would
have loved it.
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WINTHROP S. G.NOYES,
404 SIBLEY STREET,
SAINT PAUL.
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520 GRAND AVENUE
SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA
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