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Reprinted from the
Metro Monitor
September 1979

Dollars and Dreams Key
to St. Paul’s Lowertown Project

Picture block after block of renovated

As part of St. Paul's 125th anniver-
old warehouses and other turn-of-the-

for similar centers around the country.
garv lowertown officiale are nlanning a

Convineed that the thausands «Ff

$10-million McKnight

grant spurs pro lect R
Loweriown pians
up, up and away

e Fundinz by Transportation
Department for a public park
along the riverfront. Cost: §2
million.

» Tentative agreeinent for fi-
nancial arrangements and a
schematic design for Block 40,
directly wesl of Mearsidiark be-
tween Sibley and- Jackson
streets. Cost: $15 mullion to $20
million. i

"\ =

* Planned purchase by de-
velopers of two other buildings.
Cost: $3 million. » |

e Construction'of a skyway be-
tween Park *Square Court and
Mears Park.Place and a planned
skyway belween Control Data
‘and Park_Square Court. Cost:
$500,000=%

o Constructionn of the Mears
Park Apartments and retail
stores prior to the corporation's '
formation. Cost: $10 million.

__ About 2,000 housing units and

BvDENNISLIEN = §LIR
Stafl Writer

Slightly more than a year ago, a corpn-
14tion was organized to begin and coordi-

Firm to stick with city

Minnesota Mutual plans $35-million building

: serve bridge between the comuaner- Indeed oS, muoch lessenta
"m_ms rlnm ek : .nﬂm..m-— ithe Town 2.“"......"» [ m: - id Wik

MPLS TRIBUNE Sunday, July 22, 1979

Control Data’s incubator for small business

By Neal R. Peirce But the real 'benel'lt to small firms m ment, developing energy alternatives
h may come from the optional in- ’ - nd conse -
A remarkable incubator for fledgling houas nenfastional aard i I | LT PR e

small business in innovative technol-
ogy flelds s taking form In a refur-
bished eight-story bullding within St
Paul's Lowertown redevelopment
project.

It is cailed & “business and technol-
ogy center” by its founder-landiord,
Control Data Corp., the Twin Cities’
‘multi-billion-dollar computer - and
-technology firm. If the St. Paul Cen-
ter succeeds, it could well be the pro-
totype for scores of similar centers,
belping small business get off the
ground In cities across the country.

THE D1SPATCH - Thursday, July 5, 1979

Lowertown of tomorrow
projects elegance

A varieiy.n{ proposals fer the riverfron! area
were presen‘ed by students Lee Andrea of Spooner,
n Oisen of St. Paul and Paul Mittendorf of

LR34 5-8-1 8-804

By SEAN T.KELLY
StaH Writer

B
55

Imagine row upon row of urban apartmeats. giv- ;
ing way to shops and restaurants in revitahzed
turn-of-thecentury buildings. leading to 2 market- Wis.,

2m

A pipedream? Perhaps. But Control
Data founder-board chalrman Wik

liam Norris and bis colleagues don't
believe they're engaged in a "do-
good” charitable enterprise. They
expect business and technology cen-
ters (BTCs) to become modest mon-
ey-makers for their owners, even
while they generate desperately
needed jobe in the nation's inner
cities.

The rationale behind the BTC con-
cept — one of the many innovative
ideas Norris has spawned in his be-
lief that urban economic problems
can be turned into opportunities — is
rather simple. Urbanologists, such as
Jane Jacobs, have long noted that it
was thousands of embryonic small
businesses which gave cities their vi-
tality and that urban decline paral-
lels a falloff in entrepreneurial
starts. And fresh research by MIT's
David Birch reveals that small firms
— those with 20 or less workers —
have accounted for a startling two-
thirds of all new jobs created in the
mation since 1960.
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place as large and colorful as Boston’s Faneuil Hall
and a convention hotel overlooking a riverfront
park.

A planner’s dream for renewing soiue faraway
exolic city "

Not necessarily. It could happen right bere in the
78 acres of Lowertown St. Paul, suggests a group
of graduate students In arcnitecture from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

THE STUDENTS' proposals would cost $300
million in today’s dollars. but should enthusiasm
and originality count for something, developers
might find them well nigh irresistible.

Take the housing scheme suggested by students
Bob Lunning, Brookline. Mass., and Brian Amec..2,
Aspen, Colo., for the area east of Jackson Street
and north of E. Seventh Street, including the city-
owned Farmers Market.

Some 1,000 housing units would be developed in
this area, most of which would be five-story sun-
oriented buildings served by skyway. A few busi-

esses would be dislocated but some existing build-

Minneapolis, buf use of the dormant Union Depot
as an indoor marketplace was a central theme Al-
levs leading south from Mears Park could be devel-
oped for shops and point like an arrow to the depot
itself.

The students compared the pot. =tial for the cav-
ernous depot building to that of the astoondinglv
popular Fzneuil Hall in Boston and observed that
the depot is the natural link between Lowertown
and the niver.

OVENLOOKING THE river itself. the future ar-
chitects would build a 500-room convention hatel,
luzury apartments or office towers The builcings
would straddle Warner Road and connect to a teor-
raced riveriront park that could be converted to a
Winter Carnival playground in the cold weather
months.

Mavor George Latimer, who took in the student
presentation. said he was “a bit skittish” about the
convention hotel proposition but noted that the
riveriront park idea would become a reality short-

ly.
“But I sce realism in the depot idea. which will
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