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The Perfect Junction for Your Motorcoach Function— Christos Union Depot Place

Award-Winning Cuisine—
Offering Something for Everyone

The Mezzanine—
For a Dazzling View

Christos’ flagship restaurant, located in South
Minneapolis, is testament to the authenticity of its
fine Greek cuisine. Opened in 1988, Christos has
built a loyal clientele, almost entirely by word-of-
mouth, and a wonderful reputation by being voted
“best” in the Greek food category in every publication

Take a step back in time to a bygone era The Mezzanine is situated above the original
Deport ticket windows that now provide an enchanting
backdrop for Christos’ sic-down bar. Up one short

flight of stairs is a wrap-around balcony that features a

of timeless grace and elegance. Introduce your
motorcoach passengers to the grandeur of

St. Paul’s historic Union Depot. :
beautiful glass balustrade and offers a panoramic view

Placed on the National Historic Register in of the Great Hall. Here is another perfect place for

1974, The Union Depot embodies the ornate
style of St. Paul’s architectural heritage.

History Comes Alive

The Union Depot is located in St. Paul’s
Lowertown area, the birthplace of Minnesota’s
first railroad—the Saint Paul & Pacific. Designed by
Charles S. Frost of Chicago, The Union Depot was built
by the Confederation of Railroads between 1917 and
1920. The Lowertown area played an important role
in the city’s history; it was the site of the lower landing,
a bustling Mississippi steamboat docking area where fur
traders brought their wares to market, and an important
part of the city’s development. Later, due to the
growth of the railroad industry, it became a thriving
commercial district.

At one time the Union Depot was one of the busiest
junctions around. When completed in 1920, it was a
hub of downtown activity accommodating as many as
149 trains daily and serving 450,000 passengers per year.

Today, regular train travel is 2 memory of a bygone
era and the foot-traffic has subsided—somewhat! But
the elegance of this Neo-Classical structure remains the
same and is even more breathtaking, following a major
restoration to preserve the grandeur of one of St. Paul’s
most historic buildings.

Timeless Elegance

The Union Depot offers a nostalgic glimpse
reminiscent of a another time. This Neo-Classical
masterpiece sits in a park-like setting highlighted by a
circular drive. At the building’s stately entrance, ten Doric
columns rise majestically to showcase a spectacular space
now being offered as Christos Union Depot Place.

Just inside is the two-story Great Hall that soars
50 feet to a ceiling of original skylights. This room’s
elegant spaciousness is dramatically lighted by clerestory
windows and wrought iron chandeliers. The drama is
further heightened by twelve massive Ionic columns of
marble, six on either end. Here the openness and subtle
play of colors—muted pink, soft gray and pale green,
create the perfect setting for road weary travelers to relax
and soak in the atmosphere of truly refined grace.

Shimmering pink Tennessee marble floors lead the
way to a central dining area surrounded by two tiers
of live foliage. Ornate, multi-globed street lamps
anchor the entrance and corners, suggesting an outside
atmosphere. This dramatically raised platform will easily
accommodate your group for a relaxed sit-down
luncheon.

you and your passengers to enjoy
Mediterranean-style cuisine, fine
conversation and a breathtaking view.

COMPLIMENTARY UNION
DEPOT PRESENTATION
Included with tour groups of 30 or more.
Time: 15-20 minutes
Content: Lowertown and
Union Depot history; Great Hall
archirecrural highlights.

ATTRACTIONS WITHIN
WALKING DISTANCE

First Trust Center, Classical Revival
structure; McCall Building, Romanesque
Revival design, Endicort Building,
Italian Renaissance facade; Park Square
Court, original home of Prairie Home
Companion; Mears Park, picturesque
heart of lowertown with man-made brook
and waterfall; Farmer's Market and
Mississippi River warerfront wallway.

DESTINATION KEEPSAKE
Prine of original pen and ink drawing of
the Union Depor—for sale.

featuring a contest of comparison.
This track record speaks volumes
for the friendly service, beautiful
atmosphere and Christos’ delicious
food, where the magic of the
Mediterranean shines most
brightly. Here many cultures are
represented—the French with their
sauces, the Venetians with their
pasta, the Turks with their country-
style lamb stews and the Arabs
with their marinated and broiled
Ke Babs. All of these culinary
influences have been artfully
blended into the classic and
contemporary cuisine of Greece

so proudly presented by Christos
Union Depot Place. This award-
winning fare is balanced with
traditional American selections.

At the heart of Greek
cuisine is wine, After all, it is
this civilization that created and
celebrated Dionysus—the God
of Wine. Along with a full bar,
Christos offers the finest assort-
ment of Greek wine and liquors
and a complete assortment of
domestic wines.
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UNION DEPOT PLACE, restored to its
former glory through physical
improvement and aesthetic treatment
of the building, now houses fine
restaurants and an art gallery.
Continental Cable Television, a
major tenant, has its headquarters
on the second floor. The building
is nearly fully occupied.
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By Shannon King
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are unused or mis-used. We're not a
particularly large company and don't
like to compete for $50 million proj-
ects, but we are experienced in adap-
tive reuse.

Before the Depot project, Assets De-
velopment Services had recently de-
veloped the Grand Garage and Gallery
in Stillwater, and were researching
other places for historic renovation. St.
Paul seemed perfect because “nothing
was wrong in the first place.” Things
went downhill in the center of the city,
according to Nelson, but not for any
particular reason, like crime, but sim-
ply due to lack of interest. We found
the Depot, and it was a pivotal building
ofan area undergoing rebirth,” he says.
“At the time, we knew the Galtier plaza
was a possibility, which was a $100 mil-
lion development. It made sense to be
there.”

The company’s biggest concern, at
this point, was to find an architectural
firm with the sensitivity to deal with
older buildings. “Few in Minnesota have
done this kind of detailed, yet large
scale project,” Nelson says.

Fortunately, Nelson’s firm did find
Rafferty, Rafferty, Mikutowski and Ro-
ney and Associates in St. Paul. “With
restoration, unlike a new building,”

Nelson says, “you have the personality
of the builders and the personality of

the building. It's hard to make all that
work together. Rafferty’s firm did an
exceptional job marrying the new uses
to the old building. People come in
and ask if the restaurant was always
there—and that's a compliment. The
mezzanine bar, for instance, was es-
sentially Craig Rafferty’s conception,
working with interior designer Ron
Sorenson. We're basically ‘hands on’
developers, and much involved all
along. With Rafferty, we gave more lee-
way than usual, because of the direc-
tion they took the project, and their
experience. We both learned from it.”

The basic soundness of the head-
house was a strong factor when Asset
Development Services considered the
project. Although the debris-strewn in-
terior required a massive clean-up, and
was water damaged, no structural re-
pairs had to be made. The building’s
reinforced concrete construction made
the Twin Cities a leader in innovative
technology when it was built, and it is
still state-of-the-art construction. The
Depot was designed by Charles S. Frost
of Chicago, and built between 1919 and
1922. Its facade is of Bedford stone and
the base is granite.

In the main lobby, despite the water
and debris, much could be saved and
re-used, and the pink Tennessee mar-
ble floors were not damaged. But dec-
orative plaster running down the cen-
ter of the roof beams had fallen, and
wainscoting was water damaged. This
required elaborate restoration work,

Here, the plasterers actually set up a
factory in the middle of the atrium
space, producing new replica mo-
dlings of reinforced plaster on the spot
and installing them on the 150-foot
ceiling.

A brick screen—the product of '50s
remodeling—was stripped away from
the original ticket counters which now
divide Signal’s Bar from the kitchen.
An extension built out from the counters
forms the bar.

The raised platform of Signal’s res-
taurant once displayed the William
Crooks steam engine—the first steam
engine in Minnesota, which is now at
the Transportation Museum in Duluth.
Softly lit streetlamps around and within
the restaurant suggest the outdoors, and
extend Lowertown's streetscape con-
cept (also developed by Rafferty).

A pink tile “moat” and fountains de-
signed by Ron Sorenson complement
the Tennessee marble floor.

“The biggest obstacle to this pro-
ject,” Nelson says, “was the psycholog-
ical obstacle of the financial and in-
vestment community to an investment
in St. Paul. The change over the past
24 months has been phenomenal—in
the attitude of loan officers, investment
advisors and investors themselves. I
think our efforts will make it easier to
do more projects here.”

Union Depot Place already has cap-
tured people's imaginations. About
1,500 people were expected for the
grand opening in December, but in-
stead, 4,500 attended. A fundraiser for
the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra at-
tracted 1,900 (The building has excep-
tionally good acoustics, with its oblong
rectangular shape similar to many Eu-
ropean concert halls). There is already
a brisk luncheon business at Signal's
which wasn't anticipated—as Decem-
ber isn't ordinarily the best time to
open a new restaurant.

Restoration of the Union Depot con-
firms the fact that elegance does not
go out of style. And some buildings do
have a personality, a presence. The ar-
chitects and designers have enhanced
that personality by recognizing its re-
straint (a nearly forgotten virtue in these
modern times) and resisting the temp-
tation to impose their personal styles
or make flamboyant statements. The
result—a great atrium spaciousness,
clarity of line, subtle play of colors—
soft greys, muted pinks and pale
greens—that carry the past quite ir-
resistibly into the future. Those who
remember the depot with nostalgia will
be happily surprised by the fresh new
look on old familiar features, and by
the fresh new energy that's enlivening
this old, old part of town.

Shannon King is a Minneapolis

[freelance writer who specializes in arts

and architectiire.
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Relaxing with a glass of vintage
wine, patrons of Gordon's
Mezzanine Bar (left) can enjoy a
panoramic view including the
activity at Signal's restaurant.
Attention to detail in
decor is evident in the diamond
pattern in the glass balustrade,
the motif in clerestory windows,
and in the rosy color scheme
that plays on tones of marble.
Elegant lonic columns (bottom
left) and original clock frame the
inner space. Design of large
windows in background is
repeated in grillwork of old ticket
windows at Signal's (above).
New fountain design (top left)
surrounding restaurant provides
pleasant sounds and sights of
running water, and wrought iron
streetlamps suggest an outdoor
atmosphere.

The tide of time . ..
and the trains were
gone

First came canoes, then
steamboats, then trains. Now
pedestrians gather here on the
banks of the Mississippi. The
old Union Depot is open again.

The Depot’s history is full of
such Phoenix-like transfor-
mations. The first railroad in
Minnesota, the St. Paul and
Pacific, started at this spot,
which was then the Lower-
town levee, and hauled goods
brought in by steamboat over
swampy bogs, and around the
bluffs to St. Anthony. As rail-
roads began to pass by the
steamboat, James J. Hill and
his associates formed the St.
Paul Union Depot Company,
and made the decision to uti-
lize a single station for all the
passenger traffic coming to the
city. The first Union Depot sta-
tion was built in 1881 (located
along Sibley Street, south of
Third Street). Its huge train-
shed and high peaked roof

made it an imposing structure
which even impressed Mark
Twain, who called it “an unu-
sually fine rail-way station.”
In 1913, the St. Paul Union
Depot was destroyed by fire,
and agreement on plans for a
new building was hindered by
conflicting railroad and city in-
terests and the difficulties of
buﬂdin? while accommodat-
ing traffic at the site. One plan

even proposed moving the
Mississippi River channel 400
feet to the south.

Finally, in 1917, plans were
accepted, but the advent of
World War | caused further de-
lay, and construction began in
1919. The headhouse, con-
course and waiting room were
designed by architect Charles
S. Frost of Chicago (Frost also
designed what is now the Bur-

lington Northern Building in St.
Paul and the Great Northern
and Milwaukee Road depots in
Minneapolis).
The depot opened in March,
1920 and, in short order, be-

an handling, among other
things, 746 tons of mail per day,
576,000 milkcans per year,
while an estimated 20,000 pas-
sengers came through on the
282 trains arriving and depart-
ing each day.

Time, tides, and technology
wait for no man—or train. With
the advent of the automobile,
followed by the Depression and
then the growth of air travel,
passenger demand contin-
ually diminished, and in 1970
less than 50,000 tickets were
sold. The last passenger train
pulled out of the depot May 2,
1971 when Amtrak took over
the service and moved its op-
eration to a new building in an
industrial area.

Today, Union Depot Place
has put on a fresh face, and is
open to a new kind of traffic.
The trains may be gone, but
the depot is back. X




In the former ladies
lounge, haute cuisine
and luscious decor

The lobby of the Union Depot is ¢
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The chef’s primary concern, how-
ever, was the kitchen. Here, where
pot clerks formerly sold train tickets,
pastries and sauces are now prepared
in one of the most complex kitchens
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UNION DEPOT PLACE

Historic Lowertown Fourth & Sibley
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Restaurants

GORDON'’S (Lunch & Dinner)
is a classic French restaurant in stately and elegant surroundings. Gordon’s food preparation,
presentation and service combine to represent the very highest level of culinary art. 227-3200.

THE MEZZANINE BAR
a private place for conversation and cocktails in St. Paul’s most intimate setting.

LEEANN CHIN’S (Lunch, Dinner, Catering, Chinese Market)
serves the finest quality Chinese food in a contemporary and relaxed atmosphere. The menu
changes daily, taking advantage of the freshest foods available. Adjacent to the restaurant is the
Chinese Market featuring oriental produce, dry goods, imported dishes and cooking utensils, as well
as foods served in the restaurant. 224-8814.

SIGNALS (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner)
located in the Great Space of the Union Depot, Signals Restaurant and Bar serves authentic
American foods. Dishes that might remind one of foods served train travelers as they crossed the
country. Regional specials from the northeast to the southwest round out the ticket at Signals.
221-1983.

SIGNALS BAR
the original Depot ticket windows provide the backdrop at this bright and lively gathering spot
for conversation, drinks and entertainment.

THE SIDEWALK CAFE
serves light meals noon to midnight in an outdoor setting. Full bar service available.

Special Events
1. “Great Space” available for special events. The two story high “waiting room” area of the Depot
is the perfect spot for everything from a cocktail party to formal dinners for 100-2000 people.
292-8411.
2. Private Dining/Meeting Rooms.

3. Catering for business meetings, receptions, and parties.

ST. PAUL'S HISTORIC AREA

Union Depot Place is located in the Lowertown area of St. Paul. Lowertown played an important role
in St. Paul’s history. It was the site of the lower landing, a bustling Mississippi steamboat docking area
of the city’s development when fur traders brought their wares to market. Later due to the growth of
the railroad industry, it became a thriving commercial district. Lowertown is in the process of being
rebuilt into a thriving entertainment, retail and housing area of St. Paul.
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