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Traverse des Sioux January 155 1855

Dear Friend

It is about bed time but I have been writing a little
and would like to bid you a happy New Year before I go to bed
O 'tis a great comfort that for the small sum of 3 cents we can
have a New Years interview. May I not hope you are writing to me
to night. Your step father got a letter from you last mail from
which we have heard that you expected to go to teaching school 1
hope you will find it both pleasant and profitable. There has
nothing of note transpired here since I last wrote. I am still on
nettles about the timber e¢laim I dont know what I ought to say or
do to Fournier. Your step Father seems to think that it is not
possible to do any other way than to go by Uncle Sams survey But
I do not think Fournier has any right at all to come over your line
If I had only been smart enough to have gone out there as soon as
it ﬁas surveyed and straightened up, I suppose thexe would have been
no trouble I do feel & feel deeply and sorely that 1 have not done
my duty in this thing I deserve to be cast off by you as an unfaith-
ful partner O that I could now remedy it But Alas! it is too late
This lags as a heavy weight upon my spirits« I have not done much
towards making rails yet Your step Father & I made a bargain that
He would make rails as many days for me as I would haul for him.
We have made about 800 rails and stakes He has helped me 8 days
You will laugh but perhaps we will get a good many yet before spring
I want about 3600 I expect to make mine all on the N.W. 40 of the
plot I scratched for you- There is about 257acres of it and I
thought you would rather have the one the shanty is on and I did not
want to make on # & £%§is you take it I am pretty stout Unecle John

says 1 can make as many rails as any body but I cannot I can



average about 80 a day It is late I must close Farewell write soon

& often to your Friend A W HUGGINS

I s0ld old Bill to day for $49.00 $20. down & the rest soon
I could send you if you want it $75.00. I hardly know what to do but
hop to hear from you again soon The cattle have been running out all
winter at some hay stacks on Mr Heweys claim I got a couple of yoke
up & hauled rails a few days They were very Buckish at first as>fieny
asAany horses you ever saw but they were oxen before I quit We have
had positively the handsomest Dec* that ever was seen in any country
& January bids fair to be ditto Minnesota lovely Mimnesota this is
the country to live in all except the fruit I am in a terrible géég,
fuss or distress about where to put my field I picked out a place
once and broke nearly 2 aérea but 1 have been thinking of changing
and coming up to my north ling north of the sugar trees I wish you
were here to advise me but you are not & I do not know what to do I
do not exactly like the idea of living over out of sight faeing all
those Marshes Still in the hill side over by the water hole would be
a good place for a root house cowsheds &.c+« &.c. and there is the
water too good all the year One argument against amother I find it
very difficult to decide but decide I must and I think it likely that
when yaufcome back ybu will see 10 or 15 acres under cultivation just
south of Doctors Marsh If I am spared.

The clock is afriking eleven only one more hour remains of the
first day of the New Year. What changes have taken place during the
last year! God only knows what changes will take place this year I
feel sorry & ashamed to see how I havé\commenced this year How little
I have thought of God O that I may spend 1855 better than 1854 But
I must stop my Bgotism Give my love to grandmother I have written to

Uncle Isaac No more at present
A W HUGGINS
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