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Traverse des Sioux July 13. 1858

Dear Jane & Eliza
Your Sister Maryann wishes me to write some

to you for her She would like to let you know that we had some
hollyhocks & Mallays & touch-me nots & Jonny jump ups but they all
died 3he wishes you to know that we got all the things which you
sent & she is very glad to have them ¥ary says the mallays all
died but they came up again this spring very thick and Mother planted
some in another place We have not planted the seeds you sent because
it was tooc late before we got them Maryann supposes this is all she
has to say at this tinme
Eli says his gockings fit very well says they are a very little tight
thinks his & Rufus's are both very pretty Eli wishes to tell you that
we have a very pretty spotted deer & that it drinks a great deal of

milk at a time {%mwt

My Very dear daughters I would like to write something to you
that would be interesting & useful too if I knew how If you could see
your brother Rufus playing with the pet fawn it would interes® you
or if you could see¢ your father plowing potatoes with a short yoke on
an ox aad your broiher Bli pulling weeds you would perhaps take some
interest in that And there are many other things which if I were to
write them you might read with intereét just because it came from a
dear friend But what ean I say to you that will be useful I wish to
exhort you often %o romember the one thing needful seek at all times
to do the will of Cod Beware of pride

e are all very glad when we get letters from you I hope that Eliza
will socn be able to use the pen so well that she can easily {ill up a
half sheet

The Mgil has Just come & We got a letter from Amos & I hope the next

mail we will get one from you 3But I must go & get the oxen & haul up



our things from the river And perhaps I shall write but little more

on this sheet
1458

The Bogt is Jjust a going to start & I have time to think of
nothing more at present

A« G. HUGGINS

My ever dear daughters Jane and Bliza
1l feal like I must write some to you but it is rather hard work
hot evening the thermometer up to about ems-kund#ed blood hezt the
boat is up agein and we want to get our letters ready to send we
were glad to see little presents from you especially thoss made by
your own hands sure ly your uncle and aunt are very kind [to]
provide you with the means of sending your sister and brothers these
nice things* God has besn very good to you in giveing you so good an
Unele and Aunt HMaryann and %1i go tb school to Cousin Agness they
study Geography and arithmatic and spelling =ileas [S1li's] health is
hot very i0od and we conecluded to let him reast from his arithmatie
till it gets colder Rufus is a healthy stiring little boy he is
agreat talker he talks very well and would soon learn to spell if
any one took paing with hinm

[LYDIA PRTTIJOHN HUGGING]
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From the collections of the Minnesota Historical
Society: Alexander G. Huggins and Family Papers.
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