I suppose I once knew, but I forget how they managed to agree
on the way to call the letters & speil the words, but it wasnt long
till they were writing & printing lessons on newspapers with copper
plates & a brush. MNMr Renvilie had a clerk that understood french &
english Dr ﬁndergtood french but couldn't speak it well Ilr Renville
understood dacota & french. They would get together & translate a
portion of scripture I[t] was not long till Dr began to preach t5
the indians MNr & Hrs Renville.profesed to believe in Jesus & began
teaching his own family & the Indians, Mrs. R. too was in real earnest
persuading the women that Jesus was the saviore Her own sister was
the first to profess faith in Jesus They named her Sarah - Katharine
told me that at first she thot she'had been so bad there was no hope
for her, but Mrs R. told her Jesus was very merciful & blessed bad
folks if they would leave off their bad ways & do right He would bless
them Catharine was a member of their Wakan dance, had the bag of
their sacfed things ©She told me she felt that what Mrs R. told her
was very disireable, To have a friend in Heaven that would care for
her all her life, & take her to a good place when she died+ She con-
cludedrtq_give up her Wakanvthing & join her sisters in law Heg,
husband was brother to lMrs Renville & Sarah. Sarah Livéd tili she

was 0ld & died rejoicing in hope of Heaven Catharine Totidutawin W

lived 50 years after she was a christian steadfast in the faith She
died Sept. 1888« 1 have heard no partifculars but I fell sure she was
steadfast till the end 1 taught her to read after she was 40 years

old It took her nearly 2 years to be able to read without spelling.
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