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L’:‘nis is on the back of the letter on the preceding pagel

grass quite different from upland prarie and some times the water
was a foot deep Some of those who were with us carried the Child=-
[his wife, Lydia Pettijohn Tuggins |
ren and I carried Lydia 2 or 3 times for several Rods where there
was water Lydia thinks it is two liles insteéd of one we arrived
at the place Some time before noon and found those who had went by
,lénd_in,gocd health The trader who trades here was not at home
but we had a dinner prepared for us at his house with ME Renville
We [had] fat Hog Unleavened Bread and butter and Coffee The
Knives and forks were placed Round the Pork and plates was set at
the head of the table and after Gods blssing was asked by pE
|#illiamsen

W. Mr Renville Cut the lMeat and started it Round The Coffee was
£illd out by a French man brother in law to the Lady that Came
with us Soon after dinner the Boat came and we got our thing[s]
hauled up stretched our tent made tea for supper although there
were a number of Cows Close Round the tent
Snd Next morning we had Coffee and got Milk to put in it and a
little which we took with us for dinner We started by land in
Company with 6 one Horse Carts One One Horse Waggon and we have a
two Horse waggon One half indian on Horse Two of ¥* Rs sons one

Maried one & one small one; and some 15 or 20 Indians on foot

Started about 12 0 C leaving a number of things behind again



[Copy of fragments of a letter written by Alexander Gilliland Huggins ]

July lSth 1835 Lacquiparl We arrived here on the ninth,
more than three months after we left Ripley We arrived at Fort
Snelling on the 16 of May and left it on the 23 of June You
would like to know our Reasons for comeﬁng 80 fai‘ Avout a
week after we got to fort Snelling Mr/§§§$§§;a§hgu£is family
got there we had selected Lake Calhoun as the place fo: us
and I had began to cut house logs and had sowed some Oats at
the Fort and had some garden &c After Mr Stevens Came we were
led to Consider where would be the best place [for] him and
us to Labor and it appeared to us all that there was no suit-
able place for a station near the Fort but Lake Calhoun and

[the Pond brothers
as there was two young men/ét Lake Calhoun Already Teaching
the Indians to farm it was thought I might not be needed so
much there as some wher?Telse’and while we were considering
what was best to do M-/ﬁgg;{lié an Indian Trader who is him-
self pretty deep in the Indian Blood He is a great man has
Cattle & sheep and Oxen and Horses and Carts This Man MZ
Renville Camne down’to Fort Snelling trading with furs. For
pork and flour and Blankets and goods This man has been want-
ing ligsionaries to Come and live with him and it was thought
best for us to go with M¥ Renville and for ME Stevens to go to
Lake Calhoun And as there was a number of pious people at

Fortsnelling and ¥ stevens was not ordained it was thought

best to ..
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Monday LacquiParle ©September 16th 1839
Dear Brother & uister
Yesterday evenlng we had our knrtg cheered by receiv-
ing a letter from you. It was the first I had heard from any of my friends
since I left We are sorry to hear of your being sick but we hope "The Joy
prepared for suffering saints™ "Will make amends for all" Vhen I left home
I understood you were very much ap?paaa& $0 my coming., I did not wonder at
it 1 was surprised the opposition was not greater Uhen Mrs W. first men-
tioned to me about coming I thought it was not worth while to say anything
about it but the more I thought about it, the more I wanted to come & I
thought I would speak to my friends about it & They seemed to think more
favorably of it tham I expected. Then I committed the whole to my Heavenly
Father & prayed that 1 might be led to do right & that if it was his will I
should come He would give me all that strength I needed.
I think we had as comfortable a journey as could ever be expected
But Sister you were mistaken when you supposed we were over the worst of the
road at Galena Its true the steammx boat was delightful but coming up the
St. Peters was very trying. the hot sun by day and the cold damp grouad at
night It was some time after I came before L felt as if 4 was over it. but
I am very well now 1 am sure they meeded some one here Perhaps I am not
the right one. but I hope I ame I have written to some one how I spend my
time I expect to assist Mrs Riges in teaching the Dakota children before
long. 1 am trying to learn the language but I make slow progress 1 hope
however that I shall learm faster presently It seems that the wicked one is
making vigorous efforts to keep his hold on this people They feel that their
religion is in danger Last week seven men danced two days & two nights to
the sun & moon without eating or sleeping. they had the bome of 2 buffalo
head and a stone painted red with swans down on them and the bone of a swans

wing for a whistle Thus they kept dancing and blowing on the bone gazing



just below the sun whem the sun was down they would dance to the moon till it
went down then they would rest but not eat nor sleep

Mr. Rigss & Doctor W Wem$ to see them dance They were dancing away with
as much earnmestmess as if they thought to galn some great reward one of them
is husband to ome of the church members & has talked with Mr R. & expressed a
desire to know the will of God & said he prayed to him alone. & now to see them
turn round & worship the sun & moon is very distressing. There have more at-
tended meeting for some time than had since last winter Mr Remvill & family
have attended regularly since Wee got home Some of the Imdians say they would
stkemdsdxeaznixxky come to meeting but they dont think they can quit their evil
ways . they seem to think they ought to be very good before they come to meeting
Mr. R. & Dr. We preach day about & the day one preaches in english the other
preaches in ™kota lMr R ean pray in Dakota the Dr never does They both get
lMr. Genville to pmy once I am very much afraid they are mot all Christians
who have joined When I wrote Amzi I told him there was ome man who wished to
join. owing to some circumstances they have not conversed particularly with him
yete I do not know whether he whll be recieved or not If we had reason %0 be-
lieve he is a Christian it would be heart cheering tc heve him Join. he is hus-
band to two of the church members Katharine and Rachel I do not kmow what they
will say to him about having two wives if he Joins the church They nearly all
have more than ome wife some of them four or five. ome of the church members
left her husband because he got so mamy wives & yet it is belicved she Roves
him & feels him her husband but she thinks it better to live single than to live
with 2 man who had five wives ©Some of the Indians are really goed lookling & seem
to have pleasant dispesitions. I think the Chief looks so much like Samuel
Foreman if he was dressed like him you would think it was he or very much like
him. The man who wrote you that letter is = very good looking man but it was
he led out the war party & now he seems to be like the man spoken of in the

Now Testament "When the unclean spirit" &c. He really seems to have an uncommon
share of evil about him [Lydta Pettijonn HugsinsT -
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