
valley where he hoped we might not be seen by passing I-ndiane •. 
y 

Next morning, about sunrise, I heard Father , who had left the tent , 
~~Q....;~)~~. : v 

nOh , Wi nona, look out here e ftr Of course I was wide a.wake at onoe, 

sprang up and looked out ., At a distance of only a few yards stood a 
I ' 

buffalo oow and calf •. '] remember well what they looked like ; the calf, 

much like the domestic calf, w~ith inoipient hump and short tail ._ 

-~ears afterward, when I spoke to Mother of . this, she was. surprised 

thGtt I r 'emembered it ., She said the cow had been badly wounded by the 

Indi ans and could hardly \valk , weich \vas why she did not run away ._ 

The j ourney wa.s made in october) .1845 •. It was through a region , 

the beauty of whioh I do not think has ever been surpassed-- not 

grand , unless mere space oan be called grand. Of course I could not 

realize the charm of the scenery nor the r omantic journey at the time , 

but r passed over the "same trai 1 repeatedly in later years 'I"ihile the 

region was still in it s virgin beauty~ 

We followed a trail whioh had been made by a fur trader, up the 

!!~1inesota River , sometimes out of sight of it .. Rolling prairies stret or.-~ 

ed on every hand of the horizon, , sprinkled with flowers, and with groves 

frequently in sight •. There was alvfays a gem of a lake a.t the grove , ~ 
~~ ~ 0.;;. .1 A s· ,,' c~ ~ U--~ I 

, somet i~s several miles 'in extent ." Part of the shores were m' rshy, som6-

times with wild rice gathered by the Indians . The sand on some of the r 

, 
la.kes was pure white, on others yellow with bes:.utiful agate .. Nearly all 

the ].arger lakes had i slands covered with trees , sometimes maple, where 

the Il)dians made sugar •. Ore peculiari ty of these l akef3 was that the 
) 

grove was alNays on the east side ~ 'On the wast the prairie came down to 

the water ' s edge •. This wa s because i n the Fall, when prairie fires·' were 

frequent , the wind was a.lways from the we st •. The lake region o'f llitlnesot 
/ / 

was , when in its virgin fre@h,~ess > a paradise for hUllters , exploress 

and Lndians ." The 
. ~~ 

a~ination of the traveler was kept u~on the stretch/ 

expeoti~t new beauties to come to viewe. 



The lakes abound with fish ; the prairies we re grazed on 'by deJr , 

elk and antelope, "nd, some years, immense herds of buffaloes •. Occasi on-

ally the Indians suffered from famine at the close of hard w1nter 

when the fall hunt had not been successful and the waterfowl had not 

arrived .~ But actual stu.rvati l)n was r are and ordinarily they had plenty 

of good nd ~holesome food, and not so exclusively a game diet s is 

often said •. Some ye ars they r a ised a good de~l of corn, none of ~hich 

was m:J.de into whiskey or fed to hogs •. Some years they harvested a good 

deal of wild rice , which I used to like much be.ter than our rice •. Until 

a few years an-o sister got a few pounds nearly every fall from a ~oman 

who died las t year •. It was always a trea.t to both 'of us , partly because 
/ 

it was so reminisoent of our ohildhood which is fading into the past •. 

The phse of life \'1hi t which e became so familiar has almost oompletely 

ft3.ded away also •. 

" The Indians ~e kn w used a large number of different roots, SOIDe 

of whioh I was very fond of. No wonder that oivilized Indians sometimes 

look baok wi th regret to the d~ys of their anoest ors •. Time thro:7s a 

glamour over the beauties and glories of the past, and blurs beyo,nd 

reoogni tion the ' uglier fe ~.tu:res •. The Lake Region of MinnesotB: is now a 

waving wheat-field, thickly dotted with :towns and farmhouse s •. r suppose 

the ohange is in the inter~st of humanity, but can we be sure of this? 

SometimEts I think • •. ~ .• •. ? And after till , "What is Truth? " I' 

fe livedt Laoqui Parle a year or so, then Father was tr' nsferred 

to the mmssion station near the present town of st . Peter .. :r- have only the 

va.guest reoolleotions :-of my life at Lao qui I3arl e " and none whatev::;r of 

the journey baok over the trail already described' •. But in August, I849, 

] made a journey with my par 3nts which was extremely interesting and 

of which I have a vi vi j recolleotion . I have never had to lDe told much 

about it. 



The llia.sion owned hat W:.S in the trader's parlanoe knoiVn as a 

"'keel beattl . It had' eight rOrllocks , a rather flat keel and a mast •. The 

name "'Wi nona" was stencilled on eaoh side •. The latter [ mast J w~s rarely 

u sed in the' narrow Minnesota •. Its o-"Lpaci ty was, I think, about thirty 

tons ., Father, \l i th a ~rew of French Canadian voyagers took thi s boat 

down the Minnesota about I50 miles to its mouth, t~en down th3 Miesisslpn 

t -7elve miles to ami'ssion station calle d Kap osia . Here the bo twas 

loaded with a year ' ~ supplies for the otter t 0 mission stations and 

taken back up the ~,U ssissippi and ,1innesota., Mother and r Were with him 

on this round trip •. rt was for me a delightful , experience from beginning 

to end , a delight which has not lost its savor . 

We w.ere only three days going to Kaposi , rowing in the daytime an:! 
-

floating at night , do\;n the swift current , with one man at the rudder •. 

At the house of Dr . Williamson, the missionary at Kaposia , we found my 

brother Amos , and sisters Jane and Eliza ,; They had been in Ohio for some 

years , 'nd I had no recollection of ever having s ~ en them ._ Eliza las SiCK 

i n bed, but Amos and Jdna met us at the landing . Jane r-n up to me, 

stooped down and looked at me , then put her rms a~ound me and kiss ed me . 

r felt timid but my heart went out to her and h s, stayed there ever sirr.:::~ 

Some incidents eocured while we ere t Kaposia whioh se em very 

trivial , bu~ everything was 80 new to me that they made a da ep impression 

on my memory •. I think we ere at Kaposia ten or t~'ielve days , '.Vai tin:;, 

partly for sister Eliza to recover sufficientl to .travel .. For the first 

\ time ,i n m li fe I saiV an orange •. A girl about my OVln age haa it and ga.ve 

me a p i ece ., rt had oome frolfl Ne\ Orled.tls on a. steamer . We lived hundreds 

of miles from a r ailroad and more than a hundred from navigable river ._ 

I think I was more than sixteen years old b'efore I savv another orange •. 

Only two or three ste ers a year passed Kaposia . One came while we were 

gft'l@r nd passed by a few yrds from shore . Several hundred Indiuns 



gathered to see it •. Some of them did not live at Iraposia ; parhaps some 

of them h3.d never seen a "'fir e bo t" J as they called it, and it as an 

interesting sight to all of them •. r was in the crowd wi th two of Dr __ Wilj.. ­

iamson1s boys .. A little Indian stood near us , ho could not havv been 

more than three years ald., r noticed h i m bee use his ha.ir was cut so 

dif':ement,ly from that of a Sioux boy . r learned afterward that he had 

been captured from a hostile tribe j , that the Sioux had killed his parent ], 
, . 

and that he had bee~ adopted by a SiOUB woman who had lost a son about 

the same age •. Such adoptions are not unusual mong the Indians •. 
'1. 

Just as the steamboa.t came opposite to us, an,! ' athletic young 

arrior suddenly seized the little fel10 , raised him aboue his head, 

and hurled him, with all his force, into the river . The boy plunged out 
< 

of sight , head foremost~ He came up 1n mcment and struck out for shor~ _ -

I think there ~E).s great danger of his drowning, but his adopted mother 
~ 

quickly aaed in to her hips and oalled to him encouragingly and grabbed 

him,~sputtering and crying" •. She wrapped him in her blanket ana. hurried 

atTay, denouncing in vigorous Sioux , "hich I understood" the warrior •. 

Some of the Indians had shown a little amusement at the strug::;le of the 

ooy, but they all laughed loudly at the scolding the arrior got from thv 

squayv .. 

We were t last ready to start back •. The "Winon II' wa6 ~ to use 

nautical parl~nce, «,loaded to the gunwales" . Our orew wrs increased 

by an~ Amel'ic"'n named El11son-'--not a common laborer , and intelligent 

man of good famiiy .. I don't know just why he went alono- but he helped to 

manage the boat . Brother Amos also helped, which made a'crew of six 

besides Father, who was not called capt~in, though he acted as such ~ 

With other and her children, this made ten on the boat , crew and passen-

gel'S ... 



" 

The ores were hardly used after we entered the llinnesot~ narrower 

than the Mi ssissippi ) also more crooked and shallow It< The boat VvCi-S pro­

pelled by the crew pushing or puntin'~ as the men called it , wi th long 

poles on the bo.ttom, with Father steering at the stern with another 
/ 

pole, the boat being kept a s near :·the shore as ossible wi thout running 

aground . The .men #ould go to the stem of the the boat , push down their 

oles , ush and w lk back to the stern ; then pullout the poles , walk 

back to the s t em; and repeat the operation . There Were t 0 running 

bOb,rds on ea.ch side of the boat so the men could pass e ... .t.ch other going . 

and coming •. One day Ellison' 8 pole stuck so fast in the mud th t in 
.' 

trying to pull it out wihh the boat in motion, he ~a.s pulled overboard •. 

The water was hardly wai st dee and it WLS a very warm, day , -so ever yone 

laughed, but it was no laughing matter to him ; he was very ne~r-8i ~hted 

and lost his glasses and could not repl aoe them soon •. 

i n going up- stream we did not travel at night but tied the boat 

to a tree and all the men exoept Father ( i ncluding Amos ) sle t on shore •. 

The canadians did their own cooking on shore . Mother cook~d on shore 

for ' the rest of us . Every day about noon the boat stopped for a /lhile-­

usually on a so.ndbar- - and 'tihe anadians went o'n shore, bull t a fi re > 

smoke and ate . The seemed hap .... y 2...nd good- natured •. At one om: the noon 

stops they found a turtle "v'li th a n ~ st full of eggs .. They brought them on 

board and that evening ma~le turtle sou) and boiled the eggs . I watched 

them curiously and vne gave me an egg . I did not like it but they were 

l ooking t me and I managed to syva.llow i t . The Canadio.ns sang a 600d 

deal t the noon stops and a t other times ~ I had picked u a few ~ords 

of Canadian patoi s but did not understand any of the oor. g •. They sang 

one t.une so oft.en that I remer ber-ad. it a long time . 1 any ears after-
-

17ar<is in !lontana I heard some canadian Metis sing a tune which I am 

nearly sure was the same one . I had one of them repeat the wa rds and 
wrote them dorrn •. I could not understand all he s[;.i d a.nd did not preserve 



the words I h .. d vlri t ten in pencil ) but I heLve since seen them in print 

and recognized them •. T,t.:: first lin~ 1,s. "Au clair de la lune ,,!!!2.!! mi 

Pierrot " .. I think the Oan(.t,.di ans were pretty fr .. ,sh from a settlement jUSli 

north of llinnesota . They could not speak much En£;li ah' •. 

The first onmp De, made w s nea.r an Indi an vill · 6 e . An I ndian woman 

_brought two large beautiful ducks to the boat to sell . I think mother 

fave hor t'NO 0; three spoonfuls of sal t nd a few potatoes for them •. The 

Tndians in Hinnos'ota lived far from any sal t mines or sal t water and 

sometimes went for months without t ") sting s · 1 t • They w""re greedy for it •. 

One day ~ e saw a C("l.no J following \18 and gEdning on us .
o 

The Canadian 

pretended to be anxious th~t th~ cano~ should not overt~ke us . The r seem-

ed to be making great efforts ; talked rapidly and pointed a.t the canoe •. 

I did not underst'-Lnd that this V1as only jocular pretense and was much ' 

ex:ci ted •. The light canoe ) propelled by two \lisorous paddles " gained 

r " pidly and soon passed us •. An Indian whc.m I knew--a convert--wi th hi s 

\vife , was in the canGe . They emi led as they went by •. The Canadians 

pretended to-be greatly disappointed" but I final saw throughfue 

pretense . The Canadians evidently con'iiered me an inter~ ~ tinb ouriosity, 

nd more than once amused t1:emsclves at my expense , but , of course) 

never in an unpleas~nt w~y . 

~ . 
After more than half of the journ:;¥ had been completed, we came to 

a rapi ds where the current 'was too s~rong for the boat to be poled 

up-stream, though \Ie had eb.sily passed over it going do'tJ n . A long rope 

was fl:c.stened to the stem" and the crew left th~ boat and towed it up­

stream like mules on the tow-path of a ca.nal •. I one place it ltas all th~y 
-

could do to make any head',wa,y •. Mother and. the children left the boat 

when the towing begun and walked along the shore until the rap i ds were 

...pa,ssed . Father ~ema.ined in the boat with the pole to steer . I think 

we walked about a third of a mile through a dense forest" but within sig~ t 



, I 

of the'boat .. e reached Father's mission after a journey up-stream 

lasting, if I am not mistaken, a lli!ttle more than ten days •. We had gone 

down in three •. 

I - have occupied more t~inc and paper than I expected to with these 

unimport~nt anecdotes of my early boyhood. To me at the time they seemed 

of thrilling. interest ond of prime i mportance . Possibly I may ad. some- -. 

thing later . Probably JRne remembers more than I do about this journey , 

but I p.8,ve cepended on my own memory without drawing on hers . A good 

stor -teller could wri te an inter-:'sting .booklet from these ages, wi th a 

few oth'3 r incidents which I might add , wi thout undue padding or false 

embellishment--not a sensational 9r thrilling story , but one dealing 

with suoh quaint and interesting people, scenes and methods of travel, 

all of whioh have vb.nisI:ed never to reappear unless our oivilization 

should be wipsd out by some cataolysm and'h~ve to be evolved an;w from 

the cave man to th" tthi ghbrovr " .. "The Cruise of and Ox-cart and of the 

Wi nona" would be a suitable title f~p the booklet Buggested .. 

Winona was the Sioux name of my mother, a nam:.; given always to 

to the first-born if a girl .- Afterll'ards, when d. marriagea:il.e age arrived, 
01 

i f not sortner, another name was given , us'ually . But as a delicate form 

o flattery she ~lC softer st.ill calle -Winona . The first-born was suppos~~ 

to be endowed with more tl:D.n a commo n share · of coura.ge, generosi ty and· 

a-l l the hi ;hest attl" c..butes of 'Nomanhood •. The Sioux never gave Mother any 

other na.me . As a rule they gave a whi te person some name based up on-

SOE1e physioal or othe
4
r peculiari ty •. Jonas Pettijohn, w'ho mCl,rriej Father ' s 

s i ster , was cripple and when walking in the sno'."J left a peouliar track. 

The.,' named :him "The T-xail ! a.kar" t . His wife was a good singer .o They oalleu 

her "Dowanstewin", Thich means good sing3r , ~he last s~ 11 ble being a 

feminine suffix .. Father has marked peculiari ties, but th:~y never gave him 

name, whioh was unusual, though I knevi of othel' such cases •. Sometimes 

the name given sesrned to be purely fanCiful . They oalled me"mahpeea1b. 



ska" - -whi te cloud •. Brother was "Chaskay" , the name giv'3n to =~ first-

born if a boy _ The boy had anoth.r name later, -Qtsually, or might assume 
/ 

one of his own selection if he won renown in th0 war br in the chase •. 

The secone-born \~as " HaT)i II for a boy ; "Hapun" for a girl ; th~ third 

"Hahkay" for a boy ; tlHahpustinanfor a tirl •. That was as . far as na.mos 

. of s'equenc '~ vle.nt .. They tried to pronounce Fat er IS na.me nd oa lled him 

nHokinis" . 

I was. seV t::;; n years old when I first saw Amos and Jane, - to my . re­

colleoti on . They ere ,vith th.:;farnily at th3 mission a few weeks , then 

went to Knox College ; Jane wus o.t college year ; Arno s, two years ., I 

think he would have graduated if he ht~d not lost his hea.lth . He had. 

studi ed very hard. and {lade good progress, but was advised. to live r:. 

acti ve out-door Ii fe e' He married Josephine Harsh and they came to Minne­

sota where Father had th;;;,I taken a homesiead, h2..ving left the mission. 

Amos took a homestead a.djoining Father t s . Dur i ng the next few years he 
. ( 

also taught school part of the time ... In June " 186I" I enlisted und-::r 

Lincoln ' s first .class -for troops, and join-=d my regiment at Fort Ridgely, 

forty miles form home e . The regir.:lcnt wa,s drilled nere. thr '3 e months before 

starting south . I was th ~ re a month or so , when I received a letter 

from Amos saying he h~d accepted a, position of principal of an Indian 

school to be startc'1 at Lac qui parle~ O. I '} one te E~ch'''''r besides Amos 

was to be employed at first , but ~hon there fere more adv"-nced pupils 

the school was to be enlarged . 

Fort Ridgely Vias on the ro ... d ) and Amos told m3 whE..t day to expeot hi-, 

there at eleven o'clock . At the appointed time I went half a mile· to 

meet him . He had stopped to ~ater his horse a.t a little brook ; h ad his 

11 ttl, family in a one-horse wagon . Th3 vet.gon was prett} heavily loaded 

wi th aamping outfit) household good.: , etc e . Thererw~s a steep hill to clL1: \" 

Josephine, a beauti ful. young woman, left th '3 \"la;o~ wi th Lettie" and walk-
t .' 



ed up the hi-II with me , I oarrying Charley, who I think was agout five 

months old ., They stopped a few minute~ at the fort to shake hends with a 

few of my oomrade s •. r took them into the barracks ; showed them my bunk J 
I 

the dining room and kitoh3n , all of whioh was1nteresting to them . They 

went on their way and I never saw Amos again ., His height and weight 

were about 'like r.1ine ; a mobile and attraoti ve face, though sca.rred by 

burns reoeived in infancy . His disposition was usually rather jovial , 

but he somet i mes had spells of profound melanchcly •. I think ther;;e' spells 

bccCLme less frequent wi th advapoing yeb.rs •. His natura.l r -fineI!lcnt and his 

t 'fO years ' hard study at 0011815e impartc~1 a tone of high oulture to his 
.~ 

oonvers(\tion and manners •. He he .. d a ke ~n sense of humour as well as of 

logio and under favorable oircunstanoes would have succee.ded in either 

a forensic or a li ter&.ry cSLre,:~ .. He wrote some hymns i'n Si oux, which 

are still used by missionaties and. published in the i r books . The I ndi­

ans thought much of him and none of those who knew hi('\ would have 

harmed -him •. I f the spi ri ts of the departed know 'vVhat is going on i h 

\ thi a wc..r l d, his nev,:;r harbor~ld any revengeful fe'31ing against the 

Indiana. They had real gr i evane es and held all white~ p( ople r esponsi ble 

for tham~ Whi tes deal wi th I ndians the same way .. rndians- -whole ... Tillages 
I 

o f them--have been slai n in retaliation for deeds of which they were 

entirel y i nnoc ent .. 

I heard of the death of my~ two broth3rs nearly at the_ same time , 

whi le I wa.s a B ol:ii er in Tennessee •. Less than two yeal',:';' a:fterwards I 

heard of the death of anothar beloved brother , J ames HoI tsc1aVl •. I t VVtl.S 

s ome Y9.5t.r9 before I could bear .. to mention them or to hear them mentioned. 

Time mercifully heals the deapest wounds •. The s cars remain, but even they 

gr ow c omparatively dim .. 

Tn September , TS6I , I made a short visit home before going South 

wi th my r egiment •. I then s ~ my brother Ru fus for the l! st time e. He Vlas 

mo r tal l y wounded at the bdttle of New Ulm •. I.,. vvas nineteen years old ; 

he ~as three years and four months younGer e . He was stxong- - - musoular 



beyond his years •. In spite of t~e difference in ou ages , he couli very 

nearly hold hi:; O'w7n v ith me in our wrest~.1ng bouts . In appearance , 

physi.qu '" and I thi nk men tally , he re sembled Fa thar mo re than any 0 f 

hi s other sons •. Much more courageous and fearless than I, he resenbled 

Father in this Father was known far ttnd wile for his dauntless courage 

physioally . Hi s moral courage i,'laS also unsurpassed .. hare it was a oase 

of oonscience, otherVl i se he allowed hir-lself to be ir!l.posed upon rdJther 

than to have any contention •. What I h ,,,ve S ~:Lid ::tbout Father and brothers 

is not the partial judgrnen t c} f son and brother, all of whose "geese 

are swanstl . -It was the judgment of highly cultured missionari3s , 

officials of th-~ India Bureau " and all I![ho knevl them well . I have 

seen Father when he kne~v that he and his l i ttle family we!'? in deo.11y 

eril •. Wi th the intui ti ve instinct of a 'boy I felt thtLt ·,hi s every nerve 

and muscle were on the alert, but his m~i.nner an' voioe wore uncha.nged •. 

More tha,n on08, a weaker r.1-'-1.n i n his position would have precip i tated 

a terrible tra.3edy ., The Indians were fond of him and fully recognized 

his courage •. The journey of Amos ;vith ~is I t.ttlc family from Tr:1.v~:rse 

to Lac qui Parle was very rsimilar to the ox-o~rt journe I have deooribed . 

Father , like his paternal and. maternal ancesters , for some generations. 

at le .: .... st , was a Presbytorian of the Scotch type •. The type is a narrow 

one , but inten3ely inQere &nd conscientious--tfSalt of the earth which 

did n'ot lose its savorn . The catechism taught that i t was quite as 

essential to salvation to believe the leg~nds of th~ tlii nspired word" 

as to follow the te achings of the Sermon on the Mount . For instance" 

there was no ho.e for the m~n \ho did not believe implici t l y the grotes-

que story of Samson tying togethe1"' 150 oouples of foxes by: the tails wi t :: 

a firebrand between each pair, ·to run through the fields of grain and 

burn them up • The man \vho could not believe this woul;::l go to hell a.s he 

deserved •. Father would have gone to the stake for his re1ig ioh e· I 
. ! 

could not .do so even i~ my beli 4f weI'''' as strong as his . I ould burn 

• little incense if necessary, or Went me ~t offere j to ii~ls~ nd 



wou11 find some salve for my conscienoe and I '"ould hope to· re:gen~ and. 
r 

be forgiven for roT ~postasy . , The oateohisms are still r ,..,tained by the 

ohurches , but are not taugJ1t to children 'iTi th the thorou.::;hness of sixty 

years aeo , ~nd the churches are full of people vhose belief is purely / 
/ 

perfunctory and formal . J.\[any who make no seoret of, th9ir incre.:iuli ty are 

still toleratJd i n the church as they wou11 not h:.tv0 been ~hen I '. as I. 

bo • Everything changes ., Someone has sai d , !' oh cJ..nge is the only chanseless 

thing i n the universe •. n· A par:.tdox, but ona hard to unrav 'J l . No tree i s 

t he same this year thd.t i t W2LS lcl.st Yleu,r ; eaoh h8..6 itG period of gxC?wth , 

matul'i ty and deoay .. I t i s 80 vri th every language , every r01igi on and fa.d-

--Swedenbpr gi anis " Theo8 ophy , New Thought , 11.ormonism-- ev '3 1'Y oul t , new ' 

and old •. 

I have wri tten much more than I expected to ~nd h~ve me~ndGred 

into digre:3sions hich hav :~ no bearing on my narr ~:.tiv3 and "Ihich I fear 

are neither instruoti va nor interestine . Ey l'e- wri tins i t I mi :~ht perh~.jp8 

i mprove a little the style an group more s y stematically the incidents , 

but oui bono - -- tt such as I have , gi va I thee tt\ 
..-

~ am goinS to add a postsoript , after all . The j ourney of Amos t o 

L c u i Parle was quitesil1il~r to tho cruise of the ox- cFtrt which I 

have described .. The route followed was exaotly the sam3 and the last 

two thi rds of i t was still in i ts virgin wildness as it was on an 

I ndian Res3rvG\tion ., Along the first third of the road Yfere scattered a 

few new farms .. I n the OX- Cd.rt journey thel'o ere a father , a. mothe r ,..and 

an i nfant e - In the other j ourn,3Y the:re were t'no infants , the vehicle had 

four ~heels instead of two , and· the dr~ught animal was e uine instead of 

bovine •. Amos made his first c (' mp \ here \'7e did .~tha shere of the beauoa 

tiful Swan Lake . 
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