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oJ ToIUllteer&. 

Gell. A llde..oll I,tt dunll, th. 4..,. for. nllt 
to Fort Tbom .. , Kenl'ltcIl:T. 



Address before Minn.Historical Society,Jan.9,1928. 

* * * * * * r 
Mr.Chairman and Members of the Minn.Historical Society : 

I felt indeed both surprised and complimented at receiving the 

invitation to address your Society on the subject, 

"On the 1rail of the History of Traverse des Sioux." 

I should hs,ve been less surprised perhaps if I had been 

assi~ned some subject in Military History,for my 41 years of active 

service (mostly in the Cavalry) has been in assisting in making 

rather than in recording that part of our history which f8~ls to the 

lot of the Army. 

Let me say at the outset that the ~innesotian best informed 

on Traverse des Sioux history is Judge 'l'hos.Hugh~8 of Mankato, the 

results of whose painstaking researches in the files of this Society 

consti tute ~l monument t o the splendid historical work which he has 

accomplished, and to which lh3 has recently added a valuable contri-

bution in the shape of his illustrated "Indian Chiefs of Southern 

Minnesota . " He is now preparing a "History of the Trading Post, 

Mission Station and Treaty of Traverse des Sioux. " 

My interest in that old Trading Post may be understood when 

I say that, so far as I can ascertain,I was the 2nd white boy born 

in Nicollet County. That was in 1854 and Traverse des Siou~, (Oin-

~ 
wega the Sioux called it) home until I went to \;Vest Point in was my 

1873. My earliest recollections are of seeing Indians about my 

father's general trading store. In fact in June 1855,when the 

~ Winnebagoes were tranferred to the Blue Earth Reservations,the whole 
"i 

tribe of 2000 camped at Traverse des Sioux en route south. 

My mother soft er told me of her narrow escape from being 

shot by the local .s~o..t.L~ Chief ,Red Iron,who ordinarily was a good 
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!ndian,but on that occasion was drunk. 

Indelibly impressed on my memory are the trains of Red River 

Carts which camped on the prairie just west of our home when they 

came down from Pembina, also the long caravans of Indians,often a half 

mile in length,with their pony tr~:w'oifl carrying papoos~robes,food and 

household articles en route to the Crossing. 

In the Sioux War of 1862 we were like everyone else in that 

section,refugees until the trouble subsided. I can give positive 

- testimony to the existence of the "Crossing" which gave~the ' place its 

name of Crossing of the Sioux for it was"'fhe Old Swimmin' Hole"of my 

youth,and many, ~ time in low water I've waded the river, which there had 

a hard sand bottom,easy grades on both banks , and at low stages came just 

up to the arm pits. 

The old Minn.River,our chief means of getting freight from St.Paul, 

was however not always dependable. In flood it was a mile wide & often 

,we could see a half dozen steamboats on it at once,but the river had a 

habit of falling rapidly in summer and my parents, who came from west of 

Pittsburg in 1854,down the Ohio,and up the Mississippi,got as far up the 

~ Mirul . as Shakopee , where the boat could go no further and they had to com-
1'\ 

plete their journey to Traverse des Sioux in an ox cart. However in 

low water freight was frequently brought up the river in flat bottomed 
So r~{.,o'f' ( (( -r 'F)'''' I. ( r:" ,'/'Iq vv-\.-~ Do.- ti')~r 1;, 1h'~ J O CO It. ~ 
barges~propelled partly by oars but mainly by men walking onQrunning 

boards~ on each side of the barge each man with a long n set pole"wi th the 

upper end padded to fit the shoulder. 

Genera~ Eli L .Huggins, who is still living, and whose father ViaS 

one of the Traverse des Sioux missionaries,ha.s written me an interesting 
a. !f"w'~ ~+t,.l\'ll. D 

account of the unheralded arrival in ~e 1850 of the sidewheeler Anthony 

Wayne,the first steamboat to reach Traverse des Sioux. Some of the 

missiqn families were taken on board and given a ride nearly to Mankato. 
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The exploit of the Anthony Wayne was however eclipsed some ten 

days later by the ~ominee and she in turn by the Yankee,which as-

cendad to near the present site of New Ulm. 

'rhe mails to St.Paul were (about 1865) carried by a tri-weekly 
which passed our door. 

stage!. !\. Later CaDe the long talked of Minn.Valley R.R.,and you can 

imagine my feelings as a small boy climbing to the roof of the house 

to see the smoke of the first locomotive come up the valley across 

the river some two miles away. A few weeks later when the track 

had been laid as far as St.Peter Station,my small brother and myself 

were given the amount of fare from St.Peter to Ottawa,we had the 

thrill of our first ride on a railway train. That which impressed 

me most was the terrific speed of some 20 miles per hour,and the 

hitherto unexperienced enjoyment of cushioned seats covered with 

soft ) smooth red , plush,which seemed to me the very acme of luxury. 
v 

If one examines the maps of Minnesota Territory of 1840 or ~ 

thereabouts it will be fOl.lnd that only about a dozen villages,mostly 

trading posts are shoWll)and Traverse des Sioux is one of these. The 

popUlation was never large,and in 1840 consisted of ProvencallJs 

one family of 10 persons. 

The trade route from St.Paul,the metropolis,to southern Minne-

sota was up the river and ~~~...>:R7t:1x travellers bound west-
",-, , 

1'" ~ 'fyp..o-£,'-('''(l.'''/ c;l,("", ,.) t4j4(.'\L 
ward/~sually changed from water transportation to the land across the 

gentle,undulating and beautiful prairies to the west/dotted by innu­

merable small lp.t.Kes, teeming ii'Ti th waterfowl. 

The trade from the upper St.Peters R.destined ~or points on 

the Miss .. R.below St.Paul crossed the river at Traverse des Sioux and 

then east thru the Big Woods as you will find by consulting the ma.p 

in Mrs.Morris' very interesting "Old Rail Fence Corners." 

"M' lrnes.... 

As to the first settlers in Traverse des SioU~ \Folwell,in . )\ ., 
- . .,' ~~- Ct'-ZCC-('V 
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'Ill J "Minnesota the North Star State" p.39, tells us that "A Connefticut 
,~ I A 

JJJ0 "')' Yankee,Peter Pond by name,in 1774 established a Trading Post at 

\) . , -~ 
\ Traverse des Sioux." d' fO J I IJ • /'t'tril 
\--- bc-t I X 1-'hA~.-t~~," ["v~t~ ~.l'O1.., ,~ (,I'rL1.-f~ h li'i.l~f,'·''"~11 vW e,:t", 'tv'l. t 

I have sesn it stated somewhere that Louis Provencalle (or Le 

Blanc as he was often called) had a trading post there from about 
C(..(nn,JIr 

1815 to Athe time of the Treaty of 1851. 

Coming now to the visits of distinguished explorers we know that 

Carver wintered among the Sioux somewhere up the St.Peters R. in the 

winter of 1766-67. 

He was followed by Major S.H.Long,U.S.Topographical Engineers, 

whose geologist and historian,Keating,tells us in Vol.I,p.335 that 

Long arrived at Traverse des Sioux July 14,1823. They reported 

the river here fordable for horses. His expedition changed here 

from travel by canoes to travel by land. He refers to Traverse des 

Sioux as ' an old wintering camp of the traders. He remained there 

several hours being occupied in transporting the baggage of the land 

party to the left bank of the river. DUring their stay at this 

place Major L'ong found that the combined effect two calami ties ex­

perienced dU,ring tI\'il,e .;previous _ twenty-"fou.~ hOl.lr8 ~ x'e'luired a chapge }_> 

inLth.et:r mode of traveling. 

The party,now only twenty_four, left the Crescent. They had 

21 horses (2 disabled) 10 horses used as pack animals. The soldiers 

all walked and ViTere accompanied by Joseph Renville. About Riviere 
~q 

aux Lia.rds (Cottonwood) they met Wamendtanka (War Eagle) generally 
/\. 

known by the name of Black Dog. He had 40 warriors. Keating (hiong." 

rru. I 

in to "St .Pet-ars." 

The next distinguished visitor was G.W.Featherstonhaugh,U.S.Ge-

ologist,who made a trip up St.Peters R.in 1835 and in referring to 
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Traverse des Sioux says: 

nIt is an establishment of the American Fur Co.and a noted crossing 

place of the Sioux Indians in old times." 

He,with his party ascended the St.Peters R.to its source,and 

a good reconnoisance map of it,of which I have a copy,accompanies 

the report. Among other things he tells us that Redwood R.tales 

its name from a tree painted red .by the savages. Near the Chip-

~wa R. they passed a broad coulee made by an immense herd of bUf-

faloes,15 or 20 thousand in number which crossed the river there. 

Featherstonhaugh did not make a particularly favorable im-

pres sion, and Folwell informs us that he gave not the slightest ac-

knowledgement to his assistant,lst Lieut.Willia,m W.Mather,7th U.S. 

Inf. a graduate of West Point,Class of 1823,for services rendered. 

and from whose sketch in Cullom's Biographical Register \'Te learn 

that Mather not only made the map, but he was a distinguished geol-

ogist as "well. 

Just here I might say that historical research workers when 

they wish to get at facts accurately and concisely stated concern-

ine Officers of the Regular Army,they will do well to consult Cullom 

for West Point graduates,and Heitman's Historical Register for Army 

Officers in general. 

The following summer (1836) the distinguished western traveller 

and artist,George Catlin visited Traverse des Sioux coming from St. 

Anthony en route to Red Pipe Stone . Quarry , and again on his return 

journey northeast. On announcing at Provenctllle~ ' Trading Post his 
c>M.ct 

destination) the Sioux interposed most violent objections,held Catlin 
, 1\ 

and his companion (Mr. Wood) prisoners for part of a day. 

In the gOO- page illustrated volume issued by th~ Smithsonian 

Institution in 1885 entitled "George Catlin Indian Gallery" several 
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