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preceding enumeration: The longest continuous line of railroad in th
world, and that in the construction of which the greatest natural obsta
cles have been overcome, is that which extends from the Hudson riverss
through the southern counties of New York, to Lake Erie. Its lengt
is four hundred and sixty-nine miles, and it has branches of an addi
tional length of sixty-eight miles. Nearly its whole course is throug
a region of mountains. The bridges by which it is carried over the
Delaware and Susquehannah rivers, and other streams, and the vi
upon which it crosses the valleys that intercept its Toute, are 2
noblest monuments of power and skill to be found in our cot
most of these wotks are of heavy masonry ; but one of themi
bridge, one hundred and eighty-seven feet in height, with on§
span of which is two hundred and seventy-five feet. One o
ducts is twelve hundred feet long, and one hundred and ten

The aggregate cost of this important work was $23,589,4
the expense of construction was $42,333 per mile. The 1
originally suggested in 182 9; a company was organized in
was finished n May, 1851, and opened with great ceremony
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