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start this new venture with "

eand debt besides.™

fficient number had signed up for the trip,

given to the captain of the sailing vessel,
These immigrants were & required to give a finsncisl

at ement, The captain mede out a list of provisions

-

they would need for the vogage. Those who

pelled to hring twice the necessary

come means were comg

amount because there were slways & number who ecould not

buy enough.
The day of the @eparture arrive “he immigrants

-
\

Aresced in their native attire
csme,
baskets and chests., Some were
their loved ones and wept,
were parted, many never to meet again The boat pulled out

very slowly while handkerchief an ats waved, Then they

had time to think things over. Tk were going to America

and there was no turning back.
Under ordinary cireumstances, would have heen great
for most of them. The immigrents were not used to
This meant 7 to 13 weeks of 18Uy Tehy could
their hearts contents. But it wasn't so simple,
After about two days practically all becsme seasick. The
continuous rolling of the vessel made them so izz

LT N Ny
naunusesatve




these orfortunates there was no bracing salt sea breeze,
o stay below the deck where the air was foul from
of ventilation,
faptain of the vessel was the absolute boss, He looked
very stately in his dark blue uniform brimmed with gold
braid and buttons., He, and the first mate, who if anything
should happen to the ecartain, would take charge of the
ship had their own quarters tkey ate and slept. The other
employees mixed with the passengers,

The immgrants furnished their own food and cooked their
on stove
meals provided for their use helr dining table was the

top of & trunk or chest the bunk room,

e -
¥
)

unks

The men and women hsad separate hunk rooms. The

were placed head to head, DBetween them w narrow space
that constitued the immigrant

A storm at sea was not rare. the sea was very rough
the immigrants were all forced below the deck Some prayed,
some sang hymns while others
had happened,

It quite often h:ppened that there was a burial at sea.
During illmess the captain served ag s physician, givning
first aid. If the passenger died, he took full charge,
Some sadling vessels carried lumber so that a=coffin could
be built, others used only a coffin made of stout canvas,

captain officiated at the funeral. <*hen the o dy,

spended by ropes, was held over the sea., At the Woras

£




dust,™ the ropes were dropped and the body
into the water, The first evening after a funersl
firgt mate 4did his best to comfort the saddened family.
‘he mateg were great story tellers, so rmech so that
the immigrants e very much frightened. The stock of
ghost stary.
It sometimes happered that a ship was csught in
local " region of ealms." Then the captain was helrless
until a wind-came up and helped them out of their predicament.
At last the veean exrerience ended and & pilot came
out to take charge of the hoat. %“hen K the harbor wae reached,

physiciens came aboard to cheek up the passengers. If they

were 111 and the recovery was doubtfull, the unlucky or

may fortunate passenger was sent back to the locality he
came from.

A8 soon as the immigrants larded, they were put in
charge of interpreters who saw saw;that they had all the

1

baggage and thap they took the right train or boat to

of compionship and then




who had chosen Benton countyr for their home
found not only a beautiful country but one that would
prove profitable as well,

Wien these sturdy folks arrived, tall grass, as high
as ti : eeted them. There was an abundance of wild
game such as geese, ducks, deer, snd the Mississippi as
well as the lakes were well stocked

But it was lonely Hr there was no railroad, no method
of communication., Maybe the family would have to live
there a whole year without any neighbors. They might
have to fig illness and even death alone. But these
folks squared their shoulders and met the tasks as they
came,

heir worldly beloncings were in''the wagoh hox,
ever hoped to possess would have to come by the
toil of their hands. But the immigrants saw 160 scres
of 1and, It was what they had come for and they determined
to own it.
The first move to get legal right to the land was a

trip to the land office. This was at Sauk Rapids. The

land office was a long, low log building with benches

around the walls and long teble at one end of the room.
On the wall was a large map of Minnesota.
Here men from the different countries met, ZLhey

nted to the land they wanted for they could not sreak

-

anguage. Then men stood around, exchanginig comments

*hen with the dieseripti " his cheeen 1land




pocket, the future settler went home.

ing been escigned & piece of ground, the
next importent step was to dig a wall. The men at
that time hunted water by the " Water witeh method.”

- -

A straight willow:about.six feet was cut. Thi

was carried over the ground by two people. If the
willow gqiivered, there was water underneath.
In a very suort time the well was dug for the
settlers usually chose a low place where water would
he easy to get. A box was put over the well to keep
out small animals and dirt. The water was raised by

£

asteneing the rail to a pole and 1lifting it out.

The wéll alsd served as an icebox for butter and milk

i sl ®

J0W vLe weal step was Lue plantiing a amall garden,
then unknown so the ground had to be
spaded. first vegetables were: corn, potatoes
vabbhage,

When the garden was in, trees were felled for a
home. Ilost of the settlers barked the trees so that
the logs were smooth. *he building of a log house
house was & very laborious process. ZThere were no
derricks and the man had to raise the'logs
rope. 3Bruised hands and sometimes crushed feet were

the result.




At first only sod roof:-was used while the singlé window

was a piece of o0lled paper or deer skin.
The light insdde the home was very dim and work had to

done with the aid of eandles.

The settlers made the cendles themselves, *he had two

melted grease snd the other filled
dipped a rag or a piece of
grease, then into the water, and repeated
thig process until the cundle was tue 1 equired size,

Furniture was home make., If the settler was a good

-

nresentable pieces

carpenter he could build some feir

but otherwise it was very crude. There were no springs

those days so slats or rope took the place. Pallets of

straw or corn husks seyvedras mattresses. Usually a

4

buffz1lo | Wwas thrown over the bed. For the children

-

was a smaller hed called the " trundle

4

under the other one during the
+he settlers had no stoves

Kettled were hung on chains and bread was haked by means

£

of"reflectorg” These were iron plates put in such a
they
position that threw the hezt on the pans of breed,

Frequent turning was necessary so that the bread would

not burn on one side,
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TOPICs SAUK RAPIDS AND BENTON COUNTY

Sauk Rapids gets its neme from the rapids in Sauk River. Because
of the force of the repids early explorers celled this the Grand Sauk Rapidse

In the early days Seuk Rapids was a trading post and shipping centers
Its early boundries included East S5t. Cloude In 1889 the present boundries
were formed. Jeremiah Russel, called the “Father of Sauk Rapids" managed
the trading post and devoted himself to selling Sauk Rapids,

Sauk Rapids developed very rapidly end gove promise of becoming a
large city until the cyclone in 1886, struck the entire city and destroyed
practically everything.

There are some interesting landmarks and remains of the early history o
Seuk Rapids. One of the lendmarks is the marker on the Herman Fischer farm,
this marks the farm Kr. Russel built in the fur trading post days. The foundation
of the old saw mill slong the river bank gives evidence ol the boow days in
Sauk Rapids as well as the destructive power of the cyclone. ZLZven today
memories to the old timers that are left. In former days the court house
wos located in Sauk Rapide and a step of the cld building can be found in the
park.

Today Sauk Rapids has a population of 2600 people. It is located in the
sections 23-26 in Benton County.

The business district of Sauk Rapids consists of four groceries, three
meat markets, three garages, two herdweres, three shoe shops, a theater, grain
elevator, bakery, dimestore, drugstore, & hotel, post office, and several
restaurants, gas stations and saloons and peer: parlerse

Sauk Rapids has a public library. It started a few years ago by the
Lions Clube The Lions Club still is the backbone of the library. Sauk Rapids
has a very fine school system. It has three grade schools, a Jr. and senior
high schools Two of the grade schools are parochial schools, one is the
Saered Heart Catholic School and the other the Trinity Lutheran. Theother
schools are all public schoolse The Jr. high school is in the same building
as the high achool.

The high school in Sauk Rapids is one of the most modern in the Northwest,
23 well a8 the most besutiful building in town. It is built on a high green
terraced hill, in about the certer of town. It teaches a general school course,
including a commercisl and sdence course. Sauk Rapids has no schools of
higher learning.

There are four different churches in Sauk Rapids. A Catholic, a
Lutheran, a Congregational, and a Methodist churech. The Catholic Church is
the larpest. It is called the Sacred Heart Church, the Poor Clare Convent is
connected with this church., The Poor Clare Convent was built in 1923. +<he
Nuns sre cloistered sisters and are entirely secluded from the rest of the world
with the excepticn of one sister, who contacts the outer world. The building
is very beautiful both inside and oute It is built on a high green, terraced
hill, with beautiful shrubbery surrouu.ing the wells of the convent. lThe
Chapel is one of the loveliiest of its kind in this territory. The Lutheran
Chureh is the next largest, The other two churches are about the same sizee

There are very few clubs and societies in Sauk Rapids, the existing ones




page 2 Sauk Rapids and Benton County continued.

are the Lions Club, american Legien, Ladies Auxilliery, the Eastern Star,
and the lasonic Lodgs.

Sauk Rapids has one hotel, the Hohn Hotel, famed for its home cooked mezlse

The residential distriect is scattered and varied. There are some very
0ld homes and some very modern homes. There is one parke It has a bandstand and
Tennis court in it; the park was a tourist park near the city limits, but the diy
council voted to discontinue caring for it.

The manufacturing in Sauk Rapids is carried on by the Sauk Rapids Flour
and Feed Mill, operated by Adolph Drieg.

One of the best granitc quarries in Mimnesota is located in Sauk Rapidse
and is the only netursl resource.

Highway No. 10 goes through sauk Rapids; there are many gravel roads going
to the country and other smell vilages. The Northern Facific is the only
Railroad in Seuk Rapds. The Greyhound bus line has a stopping place at the
Drugstore., Just recently Raymond Brothers have started a bus line betiween
Sauk Rapids and St. Cloud, Waite Park, and the Reformatory, with cheap fares.

Information froms

lre J« Senn

Mr. A. Loae

liiss Irene Freeberg
Sister Yondida.




BENTON COUNTY

Benton County, in central Minnesota me 65 miles up
ippi River from the Twin Citie ] the southern

1.

state's potato belt. While the potato is the principal

from the sale
The county was originally covered with forest, mostly
hardwood, but the invasion of the territory by the tillers of
the soll has been so complete that today more than 94 percent
land is In farms. The soll proved favorable to the growth of
small grains, root crop 1 grasse P b and he In recent
a number
been introduced. Chief of these grapes, plums.
The climate and soil, of {1} mty plus its proximity to tt

Twin Cities marketing center have combined to make it one of the
‘ )

important agricultural counties of the gtate.

hile small grains of all sorts are grown, the chief
1 grain crop is oats, to which 25,000 acres were devoted in
1955, The oat crop is in the main, fed on the farm. Livestock
consumes the produce of 60,000 acreg devoted to forage crops
such as hay, 1egume§/and corn fodder. Further indicating the
importance of livestock, is the faet that as a rule the farmer's

herds graze over an amount of land almost as great as his combined

cultivated area.




Benton County

dalry cow occupies the center of the scene in the
Although milk production fell from 7,631,248
gallons in 1934, still the farmers
of the county sold 2,366,288 pounds of butterfat in 1935, at
an average price of 30.06 cents per pound. Thils butterfat was
turned into 2,914,613 pounds of butter by the 10 creameries which
the farmers of the county support.
In its infancy is the poultry industry of the county.

In 1934 approximately 150,000 chickens and 2,500 turkeys were

raised. The production of eggs for that year was 588,901 dozens.

IFUNITIES For the farmer experlenced in the care and feeding of

livestock, in dairying, or poultry raising, the county

offers opportunities equal to or perhaps greater than
most counties of the s While it is true that the land is
not as natively fertile as that in most of the counties in the
southern part of the gtate or in the Red River Valley, neither
are the land values as high as in many sections. The average
value per acre in Benton county is $35.69 and for the gtate as
a whole is $42.14. Then, too, as livestock raising has always
been extensively followed, the soll has not been robbed of its
original fertility as have those sections where one-crop grain

farming has been followed over a long period of time. [Ther

—
cvursg;khe proximity to the Twin City market center is a factor

not to be forgotten by the prospective purchaser of farmland in

Benton gounty.




Benton County
Benton is not a large county, having an area of 405
square miles or 259,200 acres., To the west winds the
Mississippl River and across the riverJ lies Stearns
£0unty. To the north is Morrison County, to the east Mille Lacs
; )

and to the south Sherburne.
)

Topography

The surface of the land 1s in the main a gently rolling
tpu;»inl. This is marred only by the granite outcroppings in
the western part near the river. Between the villages of Sauk

Rapids and Watab there 1s an outcropping two or three miles long.

These granite bluffs do not rise higher than 100 feet above
L)

sea level, while the elevation of the county ranges from #bOO
feet to y%oo. There are also a few small outcroppings of this
granite in the northeastern part of the county.

Unlike much of Minnesota, Benton county has very little
vater surface, about 3.7 percent of the total area. This area
includes the larger lakes: Mayhew, Briggs}and Little Rock, and
numerous smaller ones, swamps and hay marshes. A number of streams
are also included in this area.

The surface of the land is sufficilently rolling to
assure good natural drainage which flows into a number of small
creeks and streams. Abhout one third of the drainage 1s taken
care of directly by the Misgigsippl and the remainder by the
Elk and St. Francis Rivers which eventually empbty into the

Mississippi.




Benton County

Soil

A little more than 71 percent of the soil is red
pebbly]clay loam; somewhat more than 8 percent pebbly sandy loam
and the remainder or about 20 percent is taken up by granite
outcroppings, gravel knolls)and wet land. The red loam soil
has a clay subsoil.

Climate and Rainfall

Benton gounty has a moderate climate with a mean annual
temperature of 42.6 degrees and an average precipitation of 26.41
inches. The latter includes 46 inches of snow which reduces

e ppen s : :
to 4,6 inches ofV®eadid. The last killing frost in the spring
usually occurs about Mgy 15 and the first killing frost in the
0

fall about September %6, thus making a growing season of about
13
IS0 days.

The following are temperature and precipitation norms

0
taken at St. Cloud over a period of é%\years.

CLIMATIC RECORD

MONTHS 2 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. lMav _ June
TOWN: | [
St. Cloud

{al%.1,020)

Precipi-
tation

in inches

ture
(Fahren-

Tempera- |
|
heit) | 9.8113.4/27.4]44.3 5 1 65.71 71,268,287 50,4

Average Annual Precipitation - 26.41 inches
v . Temperature - 42.6 degrees




_ng?pn County

SETTLEMENT AND Benton was among the first counties of the state to
RACTAL ORIGIN T S .
be settledd Bhig—indd =Y M Y S v - WY, S =1 was
one of three counties to be established at the time
o A : M E S TR '
of the organlzation of Shﬁ—SZEiﬁhﬂﬁ—ﬁ‘E;PPltOPy. The
.
settlers were fur traders and trappers who came up the Mississippi
and settled where now stand the villages of Sauk Rapids, Watab
and HEast St. Cloud. At present the native born population of
the county constitutes a 1little over 88 percent. However, about
47 percent of. the present population are descendants of German,

Slavie, Swedlsh, Norwegian and scattered groups from a few other

nationalities,

COUNTY ORGANIZA- .Benton county was formally orgenized on January 7, 1850,
TIONS AND SUB- o -4
DIVISTONS jt was namec for Thomas Hart Benton, who had been United

States Senator from Missouri for 30 years and as such

had worked for thepassage of the original Homestead Lews, thus
J

endearing himself to pioneer American farmers.

The original Benton %punty was much larger than the
Benton gounty of today, several other counties having been cut
from its original domain.. In fact it is now one of the smaller
counties of the étate. The townships owd—inconpereved—ititares
are as follows:
Alberta 7,842 Mayhew Lgke 826
Gilmanton 1,065 Maywood 1,044
Glendora 844 Minden 560
Graham 648 St. George 866

Granlte Ledge 640 Sauk Rapids 491
Langola 430 T A e




Benton County

\9"11 sANRP—C o f -

Foley V 798

Rice 314

East St. Cloud 2,300

Sauk Rapids 2,656

Ronneby 75

Sartell (partly in Stearng) 521

Tax rates in Benton Sounty increased from 52.22 mills
in 1931 to 72.44 mills in 1935, However, the total
assessment for 1935 was less than the 1931 figure as

L0
74

the drop in valuations more than offset the increase in the

tax rate. The decrease in total taxes levied amounted to 17
percent. 1In 1931 all taxable property was valued at n7,526,911.
The levy that year was designed to yield $387,259. In 1935,

on the other hand, the total taxable valuation had fallen to
$4,381,840. So that even with the increased rate, the levy
amounted to but $321,451,

Indebtedness

On January 1, 1936, total indebtedness of the county
and subdivisions was 237,554,390 opr 5.42 percent of the taxable

valuation. The per capita debt on that date was $15.78. Only

VLY 2 , " .
é@m&& other counties in the state had a per capita debt below

J,ZO .OO .

Delinquency

lfax delinquency in Benton county 1is slightly above
the average for the state. O0Of the total tax levy of $333,113
<
in 1954, $68,182, or 20.47 percent was unpaid January 1, 1936.

The gtate average for the same year was 18.83 percent. Cumulative
S :

delinquency for Benton on the same date was $204,388, or 61




Benton County

percent of a year's tax, using the 1934 levy as a base of com-
parison.

MARKETS AND This entire county is within the retail trading area
TRADE CENTERS .
of,Twin Cities. The city of St. Cloud, however, is
fast becoming a major wholesale distribution point
from which distribution is made to retailers in the surrounding
unties. The chief merchandising market 1s 8t. Cloud. South
St. Paul is the primary livestock market.
The village of Foley has been the county seat since 1902.
It wag named for John Foley, its founder, who came to Minnesota
from Lanark County, Ontario, Canada. Flour milling is one of
the leading industries in addition to dairy processing.
The small railroad village of Rice, 18 miles north
of 8t. Cloud on the Northern Pacific Railway and US 10, was

2

named in honor of George T. Rice, an early innkeeper. This
Wy )'/

little village is known stetewide for its outstanding tourist
camp at the north end of the highwaye.

East St. Cjoud is made up of wards 5, 6, and 7 of the
city of St. Cloud in Stearns gounty. This region is famous
for its granite quarries and rock outcroppings. Graﬂ:}te cutting,
polishing plants, and quarries are found here. There 1s a hydro-
electric plant on the river which 1is partly in Benton County
and partly in Stearnse.

One of the largest paper mills in the world is located

at the village of Sgrtell. Large—@uentitbies—ofmMeWwsprint paper—

opnd—ether-rapers—ars manul actured.hele.




Benton County

Sauk Rapids, the largest village in the county, gets

its name from the Sauk River. The cyclone of 1886 leveled the

entire village. Shortly after that disaster, the work of rebuilding
.,’4’ g

began’andhis now a thriving little community. There is a flour

and feed mill and a granite quarry at Sauk Rapids.

COOPERATIVES Foley, Riceyand Sguk Rapids have livestock—shipping
assoclations; while Foley and 0ak Park have cooperative
associations for the marketing of potatoes and produce.

There 1s a cooperative fire insurance company with offices at
Ricey and a cooperative oll company with offices at Sauk Rapids.
The cooperative creameries and their location are:
\Farmers Cooperative Creamery Co. Sauk Rapids

4]

Foley ¥ Assn. Foley
Fruthville Sauk Rapida
rilman Cooperative Creamery Gilman
Glendora " . Princeton
0ak Park ' vl Kesn.
Rice Farmers Coopegrative Creamery £ NS S : MElQG
Ju{_ﬂ, e el d it~ ALQMIAALY AAAR-
TRANSPORTATION Main line®& of the Great Northern and Noruhern
Railroad pass through the county. Bus service 1s furnished
by the Northern Greyhound lines on the route running

from the Twin Citiesj St. Cloud and Brainerd. There are truck
A

lines operating over the same route. In addition to the county

roads, three gtat >hw & o, 95, and 218, and US 10 traverse

the county. Road i kept passabl - means of snow plowsduring

the winter monthse.




Benton

The present county program for road building includes
1,
75 miles of new Surfaced roads, including 20 miles of township

roads .

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
AND AGENCIES

Churchqg

There are 25:churches in the county with #e Catholiec,

Lutheraﬁjanc Methodist dermomimatiomns predominating. Sauk Rapids,

the largest village, has 4 churches; Catholic, Lutheran, Congre-
gationalyand Methodist. The largest of these, the Sacred Heart,
is Catholic. In connection with this church is the Poor Clare
Convent, only one of whose cloistered sisters ever sees the outside
world.
Schools
The majority of school children of Benton gounty attend
ungraded elementary schools. In 1936, the nupils in the ungraded
Asndars b T e TP
elementary schools numbered l,Eﬁﬂ% hile those in graded elementary
m/[ﬁ 20 :{7 {\.{,é\(’_t»-ﬁ"v
and secondary schools combined totaled 978, There are 64 school
districts and 68 school buildings in the county. The grade schools
are in Foley and Sauk Rgplds. The Sauk Rapids system also includes
a junior and senlor high schools Foley has 141 elementary pupils
with 4 teachers and 276 secondary pupils with 12 teachers. Sauk
had 213 elementary pupils with 6 teachers and 348 secondary
pupils witl l41§ﬁchers. Two of the three elementary schools of
Rapids are parochial. One is Catholic and the other ILumtheran.
.mong the educational opportunities offered to residents

of Benton %punty may be listed the leading educational institutions




Benton County

of neighboring Stearns gpunty. First of these, is the State
Teachers' College of St. Cloud, founded in 1869 and the largest

in the gtate. At St. Joseph there is the St, Benedict College

and Academy and St. Joseph's Girls School operated by the Sisters

of the Order of St. Benediet. At Collegeville are St. John's

niversity and St. John's Abbey,[ a preparatory school for men,

all maintalned by the Order of &t. Benedict.

Clubs and Organizations

Farmers and their wives maintained 8 social clubs in

January 1937 and\thirteen 4-H clubs for boys and girls

An annual county Fair is held at East St. Cloud under

the sponsorshlp of the Benton County Agricultural

Society.

The latest available figures covering farm income are

from the 1930 census based npon the income for 1929.

According to these figures, the total farm income for
1929, including farm products consumed on the farm was $2,853,361,
The following table indicates the sources and their relative
importance:

Livestock .

Field Crops. . 5 A

Dairying and 41.8

Livestock Products

lorest Products o7
Produets consumed

on farm 18.0 tTUtai—i€61¥—ﬁ?’%””M

e

CENSUS REPORTS While more than 55 percent of the farms of Benton county

contain less than 140 acres, a statistically average

(457 |

farm in Benton county would contain eo acres.  lts




the 1930 figure. ESuch a farm would have three or four horses and
on every tenth farm would be a colt under working age. There
would be about 16 head of cattle and of these about ten would be

cows and helfers above two years of age. On every seventh farm

there would be a flock of about r7,shoup. Each such farm would

raise annually about 90 chickens. The cultivated area of such

a farm would be devoted to the following crops: Oats, 51 percent}
rye, 16 percent; barley, 13 percent) potatoes, 10 percent) wheat,
6 percent, other grains, 4 percent. An occasional such farm

would have a field of flax. The amount devoted to pasbure

would be almost 3 large as the total cultivated area. About

35 acres would be devoted to forage crops such as grasses for

hay, corn for silage, Eorghums!nt". The farm buildings, feeding
1ots‘eto.,would occupy S or 4 acres and a small plot would be used

for vegetables and fruits.




BENTON COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS e
Population...+.(1930 census) .csoscesesnaires oo v s D3056

AT sceseoseees o405 aquare miles Orecessecess «+259,200 acres

28 LI LB ) LI
eat = Foley

Farm Development

Number of farms, 1935t ereesassscsvncase seseael,680
Land. -].n fanlu, 19650000.0.‘.‘......‘.-.. ll024:5,819 8-0;1165
nVUI*&fG Si]:; of farmsesscsscescssannssssnsas !.ucnl45tl acres

Farm Values

Average vhln< per acre, l1l935.. eeee3p35.69
it n i ’ 11;50-- ....'-)54 Or:,
nvcrawe value per fann, 1955 s « e $5,180,00
b b ] 1950 . ™ .L‘)V &bg OO

The Tax Picture

Total Taxable Value, 1955sccecccocessss$4,581,840.00
Total General Tax Levy, 1l935.:ieecveseep 321,451.00
Average Tax Rate, 1935ceccevesesasvccee 72+44 mills

Total Debt of County and Subdivisions, 193532537,554.39
Per Capita Debt, 1985eessecccscncecs $15.78
County Bonds, 1935cceceevcscccscases $ 33,187.51

Total Debt of County and Subdivisions was Eyﬁ%;percent of the tax value.
oY ‘

Tenancy and Mortgege Debt

Farm Mortgage Debt, 1930 (farms operated by owners) $1,908,264.00
0f farms occupied by owners 53.4 percent were mortfaded in 1930.
Tenants occupied vﬁ-&;-‘i‘,percent of the farms in *5&%. / ?36.

3005
Farm Income

Ou&l Fa gm Income..................................4 853,361.00

o/ J-« YL ¢ ‘ . . ! 4;7?9 (/o

Livestock Products........;;,195,509 or 41.8 percent
“ sold or traded $ 7,696 or 21.6

o SO N B 511,L~ or 17.9 .

I'arm Products Used $ 514,599 or 18.0 "

Forest Products 5 l5,~u0 B e v

A,\M,L AL




BENTON COUNTY - AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

Livestock Holdings - U. S. Census, 1935

Horses..l1l,485 farms reported.. ++20,094 animals all ages
Mulos...va:3d8. " ' A T | o " "
attle . 1,576  * AR -+ee25,501 B
Sheep.....236 : esssssssaessd, 081 i
Swine...1,351 2 - At e s e 31 pbBE
(Approx. 5,000 decrease in swine since 1930)

The 1935 United States Crop Census - 1934 Crop Year
L2209 23 91 Ry

QatsS.cvrevvee s I5EIO~farms reported 661964 acres 371,802 bu.
Wheat.....:s e~ v S 24,458 Y.
BAPLOY . ¢ o0 ot 748 " ..6,u)“ 83,907 *
T RN 296 « ® o 8,274 35,849 ™
Mixed Grains b ; so 1,831 26,267
PARX., i\ .iily - i 353 1,995

Corn (2ll purposes) 1,528 18 reported ++35,685 aecres
Irish Potatoes .....1,476 4 oo Bs04) - " 228,472
All Hay ocomceeiesssslaam {01 Lo:réage sssssss e +.R4,428 " 14,656
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In Benton county, there
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The flowers peculiar to that region were
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Just as a few settlers started to come in

The Act of Congress e: lighing the territory of Minnesota was

£
approved by the president on March 3, 1849, A govenor was appointed
executive power
assembly met in 1849
into 9 counties.
Benton was one
land bovund:
river

+ 4

source, thence due north to intersec

provided thzat

Sauk River,

first board of County Commissionens we: W am A

Brown, Jeremiah Russell, Jamesg

£

of Deeds,
county was devided into election precints.
recinct, from Ransey cou nty to the Blatt river.
Swan River nreci nt,

Lrow Wing precint -

precints esatimied

1to a
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Sebisnloratt. Some years later, Henry R Schoolcraft, a scholar, interested in
both minerologcy =nd ethnology { study of the races) was cent by the
goverment to study the Mississippi the adjacent country.
accomnanied by & surgeon and a missionary The olfject
was to mske friends with the Indians , to vacinate them
pox , and to establish trading relations with them. At
found some of them to be hostile but after giving them 2 few present
and winning their confidence theycwerethet only friendly but Helpful.
However, the actual purpose of the exvedition was the discovery
the source of the« Mississippi. After a long, hsrd s$truggle, he
" A transparent body of wa " and declared that lzke to
After some debate, the lske was named Itasco.

The nedt explorer.was Nicollet, a scientist who
F

rance, He mzde 2 trip from Fort Pnelling up the Mississipoi

then portaged to Leech Lake. He went to Lske Itasca, reported it

s the source o e Mississippi. Nicollet gsve Schoolcraft =11

Tl

¢edit for hzving discoverzd. His neme is commemorsted by Nicollet

county, by Nicollete Ave :nd by Nicollet Island.
J 9 S J




yvears later, Henry R Schoolcraft, a scholar, and minerologist, also
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So‘they sdustted but neverthe

nztive

to voint

Encourazed

home.
the de

In

or stres

well
method.
wil

a box

turned

ountry,

Next the

buil

hi

g's y@e

le
L
A L AR &

{ AL

‘ n(il

few Nnaows

there were severzl large

on the walls. Here men,

m

met. They could not

to the locations they-wanted

great day. They visiteéddand

afti talldewith

A S

went over the land

gerintion

garden.

They hunted

ut in the top to serve

ion to the log house.

to be felled and barked

were rsised, the

The crevices were

ere raised,

the: log house 1iad

storecse’ gnacesd

officejwas a very interesting

But

thorou hl:r en ‘ ":}rp’{i

Minhesots urvevead,

ig

long, low

=%

se’"who could t=zlk

it.

bern water, 1ske
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After this the fireplace, was built,-a’tableland ch 3 mede, ‘the meals

could be cooked ingide. Then bunks were put up, the fresh cut hay out
=nd the family hsd a home for the

later a barn was built.

At this time, = f-omily was deSpéndant upon them seiwes, They had no

money so had to get 2long on wh:=t they r=zised was made from ros
grain, wild tea =né wagd pick A Mocas were mzade to
tzke the place of shoes, stockings : ¥ knitted, Butter
was churned by hand. The churn was a crock, thooug
in height, A dasher lifted the
bout 2 hours. Then the butter
Ariother piéce of work
loth, about
ped into warm faet, then into cold wate : he nrocess re
neguired

mede 2t the same time,

not easy to work

the suntumn czme or most of the
they could store
en enough Indizns
They lesrned thht e Bioux:and Chippewa
and th it did not hurt their cansclenceﬂQLxA{ had- found thst the
Chippewas were friendly. Those who lived near the river
for scalping parties were continually going bsack

eand forth.

sted

stole




nineriec,

or
what the
men did.

In the late fall, the house and bzrn were resdy for the winter,
Potatoes and gsrden had been vlaced in the cellar but the vocket book
was empty. Something had to be done. the timber was cut =nd sold
they would be without it later on. Theeotsettlers saw only one way
out of the difficulty =znd that.was the " pineries." The brsve pioneer
woman was willing to try the w 1lone, so0 the next months saw the
settler in a loggi

The logging mnps the earliest days were very crude. he walls
were only 4 feet high, the roof: high =nd steep. They had only one ro-~m,

which tserved as Kbtehen, dksocas o the dinhing ro:Qn as well as sleeping
quarters.
The cooking was done in the fireplace, the buscuits bzked by mecns
of reflectors placed before the fire. Beens were bsked in = bean hole
over night and were ready for the next days breakfzst., The bull cook,
foot tin horn cslled the men a2t five in the morning. Tezmsters
a2t four to feed the oxen. At qiz the men were in the forest.
The noon meszl teken toctdheumen., This consicsted of fried notatbes,
beans, corn brezd, sometimes meat and coffee, They quite frequently

had vemison and wild foul, as the woods were full of them. Fo-d was

hard to get and was very expensive. Flour was $ 15.a BErrel ‘and vpork

3 23 toﬁ?7 a barrel.

The men were not very comfortable. They sledbt on pine bo
on the floor., The blankets were so large that two or three slent
unde it. On Saturdsys they either csrried water from a stremm or lske

or melted snow go they wa wash their clothesg.
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While the men were working in the timber country, the women did

not have a very easy time o They had to t=ke care of the
cattle. BSometimes storms were so fierce at timesg thzt one ccould
not see a rod ahead of them. 1€ wome aring hey might
lose their way between the house a2nd barn or the woodcshed, tiéd
Sometimes they carried water to the cattle
was too stormy to tzke them out, Often the water suoply gsve out
to melt snow,
nen churned the butter. The churn was m=de of wodd,in
of 2 cylider, 2bout three feet high snd about 18 inches in dizmeter.

cream was churned by means of a dasher wh ch lifted up and down,

the butter was washed =2nd worked by hand.

In addition this, they svun ysrn and knitted hose,mittensgnand

kent the hou 1 order,

The boy 21l the time hunting and trapping for these pelts meant

During the cold months, the girls knitted, mended,
house work =nd sometimes made the rounds to see if they
catch in

The days passed i weeks, the weeks into months =nd t} long, dreary

winter ws ‘he husb=nd came b-ck and there was hapniness in the

snring meant a great deat to these people The bright sun

drove drecry shidows from the log house. The door could be left ovpen.

M

+he hillsides once more were green =znd the lowlsnds, now small lakes

reflected the clear blue spring sky. In the hot bed , the tomatoes

A
age were almost ready for




1T stran—+thresher wasg—brotght Tito—the —county.

a -very busy time—of-the year; ~Garden stuff-had-to'be
tazkencearefof, more shelter had to~be-built-for the new =tock,

;0 be disposed of 1 short they had to get ready for

inters

School Another-very-difficnlt-problem - was- the school situztion: -+he

settlers: felt-that-they couldntt tzke : f-time -off -for- school.

Winter -was the time~to catch-the valuable fur besring imel e~ such
as beaver; mink, otter, raccoon, wolf, bear. hege-nelts would helo

g -znd new machinery. But nevertheless

until school houses could be built, many f the settlers
offered their homes for that ournose.

Only " Readin, ritin =nd rithmetig were
Books were rore. ?he me thod
is now. he pupils memorized the al abet and srned to spell
word g, Some of the children of Benton learne read-from the
county -pave .:the books they had were those brought by the
familtes from the east. They did-not hzave paper znd later on
These--could ~be washed-=and-used over-zg=in.
U year or w0, they bullt dog houses;” m=be
" bozrded around.

and keep the teacher.
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Benton County, as early as!(él) had mail and stage coach service

because mail was brought to Fort Ripley and Crow Wing. While this
was a distinet advantage, it also had the other side, for the stage-
coach brought in meny undesirable characters, such gs the specu=-
lators and gamblers,

The stage coach was a glittering, glamorous affair. In con-
struction great care was teken. The body was hung on heavy leather
tongs to eliminate the bumps in the rough road. The exterior of
the body was painted black or gray, the interior was upholstered
in a real light gray. The upper part had windows, so that the
passengers could view the country without being exposed to wind
and rain.

The driver wore a uniform of grey, or blue trimmed with
heavy gold braid and with either a high cap or hat. e had a cow=
hide whip, so treated that it would give a loud noise when oracked.
Some drivers used a trumpet to signal the stopping place.

The stage coach owners maintained stations where horses
were kept so that the teams were changed at regular intervals.

As mail carrier a stage coach driver was not alway reliable.
They left the mail sacks to take on another passenger.

However the people in the hamlets thoroughly enjoyed them
for it meant a little break in the monotony and they always brought

NEwWs ¢




Several of St Sauk Rapids people were in St Paul at the time
The steambos
excitement and brought back the new that there would be a stesmbost,
The first steambo:t to ply between-8t Anthony and Sauk Rapids
the Ramsey. The woodwork for this steamer was taken from St Anthony
while the machinery was shipped from Bazngor, Maine,
The bost was 108 feetikong, 25 ft wide, and had a capacity of 125 1be
It drew 11 inches of water and could stem the strong current
at 65 1hs. It was propelled by a stern wheel.
All the boats were painted white or light grey and vresented a fine
avpearsnce, The difference was in the interior.vass dir Lower

o £

deck? was used for freight, also for czrrying cattle and qxen to be
taken to the woods. PBncthe-secondcdecks were csbins " Which slept
twelve men or more, space for officers quarters, a2 dining room and

sm=11 room for women.=nd a lounge. ‘he floore covered with cernets
were snything but clesn snd sanitary. The men sat around, chewed
tobacco =snd were not cereful about using the spit¥oon.

The bunks were dirty and full of vermin. They used roller tow

end these were not changed very often. Meals were poorly co ked

served ccrelessly. "hen the bell rang, there was z maé stzmovede

1

the dining room and a fight for the best pieces of meat.




Then ag=in the bvoat would pull un and force the nascengers off becawse
was afrsid of an explosion. When the weather

pascengers didn't mind but in inclement weather there
of grumbling.

The second year thig bost was renovated, It was & revlica of the
larger boat® that stesmeddimajectically into nort. It was gréemeand
white 2nd a touch of red here =nd there. Between the two funnels ( chimneys)
Buspended on a wire was a gilded b=ll. Phintingscof somérfigurerin
mythotogy or-mn Ififians scene were hung everywhere. The seond decks
had railings., Iiszls 1 Bunks had been cleaned =nd were claimed
to be vermin proof. The meals had become gala ocassions, with vhite
tzble cloths, and even music, for the frédéght rustlers sat near the
dining room and nlayed on their string instruments.

Crowds c-me to the landings. The stops were: Anoka, “rono, Davis

Lznding, Beford, Union, Bég Bend, Ezst St Cloud.and Ssuk Raids.

In 1854 snother boat wes zdded, the H M fice. It was light,

long, 26 ft wide, stern wheel and cost $ 15.

£

Many remedies were offered for sickenss on the trip, Some of the

1

Becandinzvians nused bl=ack nevnar in milk, others vepvermint,and others

whiskey. However most of the passengers did not feel any ill effects

shjoyed the short trip. Often fifty or more peovle made the triv.




One of the settlers told this story." I would rather bve a setiier,
fight the Indians and the drouthtihan be a river pilot, even if there
good money in it. In the first place, the pilot must go as a
passenger if he has not made the trip for a week because the river
changes so much, Sometimes it cuts through the banks and mekes an
entire new course, In cutting through, it often dislodges huge
trees so that a strong wind bring them right into the river. Then
the steamer or rather the pilot has to stop and get that out,

Again it seemed that sand bars could form over night, In that case

t® ey had to get to work and push the boat off the bar and get it

back into water again, But vefore they started up stream they

would sound the river., This was done with a\sounding board " if the
oat had one, otherwise they had to make it. This looked like a
ohurtchwpéw withejuist the seat and one end on, This was taken thru the
water and the depth measured,

The pilot would run it something like this, He kmew every foot
of the ground, At such and such a place he would steer stright for
e pine,atoanether place he would stear straight for the moon if it
shone between t®ppines,

If the captain thought they were late, he would go up to the
pilot house and resort to abuse. On the boat that I came on, the
pilot threatened to leave and only the passengers could talk him

into staying.




there were lots visitors in town. MNany

czme out of curiesity for they had heard of the paper calledhibhe

Reveille.
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pteasant supprise was in store for the county.
Frontier came out on Thursdsy, April 26,
This was owned by niah Russel, This was a four pag
snappy little sheet printing was wery clear and the
full of breezy art - t style was somewhat different,

corner was poen Then three whole columns

to the Red River
third column was a combat between

<A

of

nasa
NEge

though the i
erent from what they are now, they were interesting.

;icle on Money and Bxchange.

page was devoted to advertisement. The New York store
i

had one olumn, t i >t y 1littl r half while

.,?-'Ln

Sank Rpaids business conce aad ab one six In

announed thzat a wl page would be given over to the reports
iculturzsl Society so that the cnunﬁy might benefit.
interest," Destroy the barberry bush, Its toots
gh the ground =nd destroy other trees, There is a2 dust carried

that blasts wheat =znd yye. It is believed to be camustic




they did not finish the buildings. Holders of the bonds
sued for pay and won the case. The county had to nay
and the settlers were under a he:vy losd for a long time,
Meny c=me to Watab thinking it would be the county seat.
o Watab
was with a view to exploiting that the paper was started.
At this same time there was a serious Indian scare. A
warring band of Sioux invaded the Chippews country, When
@ither band got drunk they threatened the whites, ghe

settlers who heard of it come to Sauk Rapids where the large

Jail had been converted into a stockade, The outbreak

and maybe serious resu'ts were prevented by the Fort Riplgy

soldiers.
While the county offices were in Sauk Rapids the court
held at the home of Jeremiah Russel with Aron Goodrieh
sding as judge.

It wes not exactly the most thing to be a settlers. Hunters
Were careless, often bullets whizzed past the men as they
Were working, when the mother was alone at home she
did not know what kind of a visitor she would have. through
all this, the pioneer developed a spirit that could not
easily ~= broken, These dangers beceme daily occurences

that they expeoted. It was nrobably this training that

made the Minnesc ta men so outsanding in the Civil "ar /




The vears 55-56-57 were the years of greatest immigration. But
was al=o the period of speculation. Every claim in the county was
The town sttes were dotted with little real est-te ffices.
even t ke the trouble to otuild
per znd & silver tongue to do
towvnesites were only = few blocks=aparti. The‘county was everrun with

" Wild cst money. " This was paper money that was not back by gold or

silver,

*he-peoplecwere awakéned frommthisrwvonderful tBresm:idf richés¥vby

the panic of 1857. On Aguust 24, the Ohio Life and Trust Company ,
a corvorztion of Ohio with offices at New York end Cincinnati failed.
Wew York
benks c=1led in all loan. The banke bnnthecterrdtory that had been
doing a good business closed. Money could could be borrowed at en
interest of 5% -~er month,
The store keevers suffered becasue all credit was cut off. They
could not buy ‘ withou h znd they sold their walls
re and then
Fermers could not buy what they needed. All traensaction was done
by barter. Money was so scarce that the bank closed.
Beczuse of the » . 57, BcRélief Lawa"
eonle see no way TAL themselves from debt,

out. Mzny hage borrowed money to come here, they have
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shirts-of szme color and
grizzly,
hard.  butnevertheless were

enders. he liguor dealers had to close their

for the driver ususlly smused themselves bv smzshing up ofie of the

Places.
of the river during
and river "was
“SMTUHﬁ in the water. Sometimes they floated -down and
moments notice, one log bec=me ents
snother could not vpass be f e first
Jjam,
ivers business to keep the logs moving or if
Jjam stsrted extricate the log tha sused the trouble. But
the stream was too swift or there was some other imvediment =nd
were not zble to anything, “Bnentinesithe logsopiled miatdl they were
over the bahks. Then dynamite had to be used, Whemnthe logs broke

loose there was a terrific noise thzt could be hezrd

for miles,
) s " i b bt L : N . A
he wangang arsthe living cuarters of the drivers were built

on logs,




/e now do being

we oftiémes st

it'smrry, oh merry are we
Yo mortzl on esrth is as happ
HI derry, don derry, hi derry dong

Give a rivermsn grog =md there'smthing

There are lots more letters, I
And if it don't suiit you, ples
For the ins th are moving, the histles do

So farewell my Derling, U I must go.

A Driver's Bong.

Come all vou river drivers, He ch=ved a crew or Ross
Whereever you may be Down on Chesuncbck cree,

v

I orey you nay attention now

And listen unto me. le st 1 six years for Loveland

a year or two
bzrber,
he's back to Lobster
"hich I am going to tell
John Rollins crew.
Penobscot where whére

men is knowvn right well.

The crew will le
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Daily bulletins were

county was the announcement that

Cne

mill and saw mill.at the mouth of

grist
rices would be very reasonable

=nt o dezl to the settlers who

gree

gettled that Saul ids would be the

&

Thevdogtor

. AN
on Wonld rema&in villa

He was & great man, He shot a man 1f he

then turned sround =nd did his utmost to

He could be seen at any time, day or night, riding

speed, either to reach a sick bed or to

were very much discoursged. Texes

ey
nere

no reduction in zight.. appeared

county pzper. 'The editor wrote"

e

house, jail or buildings of any kind, Court

at the D=y ‘hotel while the rest of the county offices have

Era building. The taxes will begger any




ace wates arried contamination,
The desease was very severe, End-many died:]

In addition to this there were so many things that fected the

crop. One menasce was the gopher, The little zpnims]l seemed to i understzand

e

thatrbycfoIlowing the strzight line, he couldfthe rows of corn that had
been vlanted. Hunting parties were orgasnized to extermin=te the vest,
However it hspnened that the gobher onroved to be of some vzlue. The
women made mocossins of the pelts, <They were also used for mittens,

~ - ~

muffs znd even for coat linings.
Cut worms were hard on the garden., When the farmer thought that
rden was well on the way he would come out some morning =nd find
tomatoes and csbbage destroyed. Potato bugs ruined the vines of
tubers. Lack of rain ruined the pastures and the supply of milk
THe grain crop was poor,
ould not raise the money to psy for the claims,

For the purpose of helring these hard working veovnle, the Homestead
Bill hed been introduced. The bill would, if passed, enable the
teaders to buy the land for 25 cenbs an acre. But they sk
uired to mske ceptain improvements? T ! the construction of

2 log or frome house, the~& nking-of anwellytthé éiearing 6f one

aére of ‘tznde” 'Whén this had been done, two witnesses accompaied

\
the settler to the United Btates landoffice and made an affddavit

to the effect that all improvements had been




If & settler had justsscuatted =n he had made the imrrovemeénts, he

U LS de

{ fx : O Yala

f24$é%%;3b gents ‘=n acre, get the title to his 1snd, But

Maybe there was a neighbor who had
lar pkéce land. He could swesr that the
not s~ent the required time of five yesrs on his proverty,
or that he had not made the improvments. Then the case was settled in
court =nd themn with the best witnesses would win.
This Homestead Bill was foughtdand side- tracked at every turn, It
was generally known that President Buchanen was opposed to it,
tember 29, there was a long article on the bill in the St Cloud
! editor
Democrat, r wanted the bill =zmended and sent the following
to the Senzate and the House. Part of the vetition is the
" This vetition vprsye your honorsble bodies of the House
to emend the Homestead Bill so that a wife, with or without the consent
of her husbznd, be competznt to pretest delayed vproceedinggsand to keep
the homestead for herself snd the children."
While the farmers wor-ied over this, the business men of Sauk Rapids
end Watab were anxiously awaiting the building of a bridge across the
Mississiopi. At this time, the logs in the river made it desngerous for

the ferry to opérates-:=The settlers who lived on the other side wanted

to cross the river =nd trade but could not excent in the winter. A

company lmown es Rzvids Company teied to rakse the funds by
selling stock.

While Sauk Rzoids was vplanning on the trade .of the settlers, the
Sioux Indians were trying to get the land back., They sent the following
etition to Washington. " fhe Sioux Indisns have petiticned the Great

White Father to remove the white people from the west side of the

and give the land back to the Sioux Indians whom it belongs
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hung ©
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rel, he sounded
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yvery has paralyzed their hearts snd ears.
not in Turkey but in

of Freedom.
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‘hey no longer he

The executioner is the American

of America.

the United States
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The Minnesotz House of Represtatives passe
President Buchansn for condoning slavery.
separate school for negro children.

condeming
St Paul will

have




In the middle fifties, the Winslow House was built in St P-ul.
It was well furnished, b?ﬁ a large ball room and was Wery well
he times to give vigitors every comfort. St Paul
generally catered to trade from the South. The sentiment of
hosnital ty was so strong that on March 15,' 60, there was
resolution nassed in the house =nd = bill introduced in the
Senzte to mermit slave owners to bring negro =l
hold them for z —eriod of five months.

Hordes of weslil} peopke come from the south bringing with
them their slave retinue. The nroprietor of the Winslow had
rovided slave cuarters. “he cozches were in clover for these
people were not contented with seeing StnAnthohys and St Paul,

they wanted to see the surrounding country. Yhen they heard thsat

the roads north to Fort Ripley were good, they took slzves znd

went in big como=nies,
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Some of the settlers were ready to leave the county. The women were

afrdid to stsy at home if the men left the house. A scounting party

of Sioux had shot & man's oxen.

A few days later one of the settlers had this article in the psper,

- -~

" The United States should nay a bounty the Sioux scalpi. +hen =nd

only then will the country get rid oftthe pest, "

From time to time there had been discussions in the Frontiersmsn as
to the rightssof the Indisms. Mr Russéliwrote an article on ¥vWhy thé
Indizns hate us." He said" The Treders, as long as they remaimed only
traders were always welcome. When they turned to spoing the Indians
realized that that they were losing their furs. They looked up this

steal ng from them, When the settlers cs=me, they took the 1land and

everything on it."
Then there ceme the rumour that the Soux were coming.
stayed in the jaill =snd in other places

Sorie “of the young folks came tdothe Hotél =nd danced. The week-after

this-commént: was in-the Daper. The people’ are .so

thoughtless. Don't they know that dances are sinful? Thou shslt

not kill yet when you tzke the night‘tiwe or rest away from peovle
you kill them grzduslly. How meny haven't wilted and died from
dancing,

But it wasn't amusement 6p lack of it that the farmers just now
grieved over. It was the orice of grain thst had gone to rock bottom

prices. Whztever hopestthgy had had were dashed awsy now. Wheat

wr




was 40 cents a2 bushel. It took 4% bushéls to meke a barrel of flour.
0 worth of grsin., <+he settler had to mey $ 18 for a berrel.
$ 15 between the selling price of wheat and the buying rrice
of flour. Unless the prices were adjusted there was no use in
ferming. They had hoped that the unstsble conditions in the south
would alter =znd imorowe their condition but up to that time they
had not seer any change.

Then this anneered in the paper.

Bentonnedunty should be supplying the forts with grzin., Contrators
received 18 cents a bush el for handling the shipments of sats for
Fort Riplev., Not one bushel was bought in this county. "

Then the cfuntytwas inidespair over thecreportithgt the Sioux
were coming., But it proved to be a fzlse alerm, The Mille Lacs
Indiens came in great number carrying rifles. Warywhoons werehgbven.

But the Chippéwas had cneglected to send aumessénger tocexplain:that

they had come to protect them from the Sioux. They remcined sever=zl

and when the Sioux did not show up, went back after assuring the
settlers of Benton that would come to their sid they needed it.
A society wrote to the govenor =nd he snswvered that thee:

citizens of Benton county had mthing to worry zbout as the Chippewas

the Sioux Indias were too far off,




In 1860 occured
threw
He lived
white wife occcunied the houze

ade several trios

nd of 10 Sioux who had been living on the other side of the ri

came to Sauk Ravids to lay in wait for the Chippewas.whBrwerecoceming:

The: 8ioux bend behaved wery well while in the village although they did
to the homes 2znd beg for food, appeared that each brave had selected
a2 house and then went there every dey.

As ' >was did not come quickly enoughhito suit the Sioux, they
went intseéieh of the enemy. The two bands met and fought near Szuk Rapids.
Hole-in-the- Day mowed the Sioux down with his reveater rife. Then he scalped
theme ~ He cut the head off one of the Indians and brought it to Sauk Rapids
in a sack. As he czme to the Sweet store he emptied the sack znd the head
of ohe, who was known in Sauk Rapids rolled out. This Indi

It seems« that Hole-in-the- Day was very fond of coming to
and visiting in the Dey hotel. On such visits he was dressed in
frock coat, Etove vine hat and shoes. After thig last trip he

long time,

day after the massacre, a of ien women csme after the bodies

Sioux braves.
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At a rally held in Sauk Rapids, the speaker said "™ A citizen is
e menber of a community, protected by the state govern ment in ecivil
reiphts, 'The state is a part of the nation, It is then the citizens
duty to protect that nationg by force of arms, if necessarye

Up to this time, the settlers had felt isolated, The war brought
them closer together,

A% the-cell for -men, Ramsey, who happened to be in Washingbon-at-the
tine-offered-the-secretary of war 1000 men,

*hese men, many of whom were farmers, left the elaims in the hope

[

that their wives would be able to hold them until they returned, As

the day ceme that they would leave for Fort Smelling, the women brought

the men in, to save them the long walk and to have the opportunity of

spending those last hours with them. Both realized that there might
be no triumphant homezpoming but a funeral instead,

On that day Sauk Rapids was crowded. People shook hands as at a
funeral, Then the men piled into the transport wagon, hats were waved
and the women went back hbcbegin the lonely and terrible struggle,

When the recruits reabhed Fort Snelling, they heard that they would _
be placed at Fort Ripley, Ridgely and Abercrombie, This angered them,
they had left home to fight for the Union and not the Indians, At last

they were sent into actual service,




for 9 months. Then
becszme evident, the secretary of war,
ve to Govenor Rimsey.
refevable th 211 the regiments from your state
mustered into service for three years.
If any persons belonging to the regiments aslready mustered for three
months but not actually sent forward should be willing to serve for three
ears, or during the war, could not their place be filled by others willing
to serve? M
color on the war f settlers who had
choice of the lsnd they had tsken or the nation. Still
1ese hardy settlers were just the type of men go necessay to the nation,
them hed worked as lumbermpsan, accostomed to camp life
they were exvert with the saw and the ax and could do almost anything.
These men could cut through a forest, build roads, | g end rzilroad,
Begides throughtthe hu g they had lezrned how to use firearms. In
short he‘v@étkhe ideal

So the men of Benton answered the call of the nat] But the letters

ame from the south did not' n»int lurid pictures The men wrote

cold and can stand are sent to bake or rot

SWEMP S, he malaria is eating at our wvitals, We sghseke until our

eyes drop out.
N 4 LD

In add 1 to the worry and grief csus

came the -exeitement cussed







After days of agony, Hole-in-the-dzy -sent word that he would tzske
the vart of N end protect them ag=inat the Sioux.

d been in Sauk Rz ids frequently went down in defmmse

T e\ AN\ Amure

He waes NewelluHoughton. He was mourneddnot only

=nding man but =s an excellent shot,
fhile there was no immediate danger for Benton county, there
was trouble =t Abercrombie, Some of the men from Ssuk Rapids joined
in Freeman on a m=rch to Abercr When they reached
Centre they found that -such sme, comnany could not assume the
nd the trip was abandoned.
settlers felt wuite secune although there
the clzims and going back esas ihen
ceased to worry =znd
¢lpims.
where the men had gone to wa land clearing had
could not get the crops in. They heard
orts from the war." The men of the northern st=tes
had all been sent to the mclaria infested distriict. True, they
might come zalive but only as invslids for they slwsys be racked
ty the intermittent fever and chill of the mslaria,
freight r=tes on the stﬁ-g~ré were so high that it was useless

'

plant anything to sekl. leetings were held to try =nd figure a
wey out of the difficulties. Prices had , up until they were
2bsolutely nrohibitive. Matches had come into the county but they

were still to exvensive to buy, so the housewives kent live cozls

on the hearth from which she could light 2 stick of wood.
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few could buy
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The next reaper had = small platform : nen to stand on.

men took the gre t bundles and pushed them off.

harvester hzd a und platfdrm that revolved Three men could st
snd more work could be

Harvesting -methojstwereesorslbowd that nthetimencwere forced to




At-this, bugy time whénl e draft of Octomber 20, was announced in

the »zper, the edbtor came out wit scathing article " Slave ship

is landed at Cornus Christi, Texas, The negros were nearly
4
their mouths.

of thirst. Their tongues were hangi

digrace to our country. Men, men, enlist, stam
us agéin look the world in the eye."

d

draft worried the settlers. For one thing the war

longer than it should, for another too,msny . men were being

dving

€]

out

being sacrificed. But they =zlso felt that in order to win and bring

\

stability, the men must go. This notice apoeared ih the vostoffice.

How can: any man wear a beard and neglect nrivilege it
for 1land that gave him birth,
ut dowvn your law books,
Theologians, dron your ferule,
Foarmers, leave the plow =nd reap
and
Fight for your country.
Obey the law. The goverment will orovide
ht the Indi=ns,

vas & notice that : osnital stores were low.

A

L7

carries

in

viously had orgsnixed begsn working. “he groups in

When e

women: would rush out,
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After surveying the distirict between St Anthony

Sauk Repids, I am convinced that the latter lace has unbounded

onportunities

R water power capable of driving 120

thousand hors

active l=nd in Bento
This was the locetion
because the
and were
settlement retarted the vi

at the railrosd
st plan hsad been c! .
* gettlier o for Sauk
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memor=ble one,
Crooks resched East ST Cloud, the extremed

was very much @iszppointed

been made and by the time
the tr=in had come and gone,
ollowing year, a2 spur was built to
3, Benton county had a newsnzper

was Geo Benediet, Judgi the large advertisements , the reader

would think that ayo Drug store

advertised the brushes

glass, dyes.

very

1T NNOoses,

‘his was where

were put in the a " to Next it went through the " leeches,"

-

Here hen they were scrsved and

bark.

everything tzken off. Next therhi went to the " curriers" who

out on the back dye or lacuuer; One would harldy real ize thet the

attractive
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inches, the chest 59 inches.
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ankle to toes we gone, all else
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He

S1§8

high, if measured .right,
last knight

ht, my whiskers red

would like to wed,

1~

heavens sake,l
some young lad

ch-nce that is in x

ned his name.

ere answers from two

Your voem I chsnced to

the man who wants

I'm rosy cheeked

My hair ig auburn tinted
And iy eyes are sorter hazel iimted

And I always am cont

+

T comfort end consdteyvpau
Through all the trials you may

I'11 always try to help you.

March 18, ' Lucinda.




editor devoted a great 1 of a2
very 1rortant to Sauk Ba; The water

er falls

1 -

sites on both side.
All should be converted to lumber

to 5t Anthony.
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“he Sentinel &t this time had the
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A meet-hshepohas been opened by Mr E Cross,

on Tuesday, Thursdsy =nd Satruday On other days
for good meat.

A bezutifil rose window has been put i

Chicago.

Excellent flbur is made by Frank Arnold. He has an urtodate

mill, second to none in the northwest.
Women! Lthe latésttinnfashion is the " Patent eyelast

Heaven kills hundred

kills thousands every
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and we could hsve
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