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"FORTY-NINERSY ‘FROM GERMANY

!
Prior to 1819 few Germans had entered the United States, and though

the influx increased appreciably after that date, the total immigration up to

':"-’ % ) \:
1832 barely outmimbered the present population of New Ulm. By 1850, however,

German-Americans numbered approximately half a million, and the stream of hope-
ful pioneers from Europe was steadily strengtheming.

These foreigners left their homeland primarily for economic reasonss
They had heard that in America land was cheap and the soil good. Steamship
companies and real estate promoters had been sending their representatives
abroad to advertise the New World. They pictured America as a land of great
opportunities, offering to the hampered and oppressed European the chance to
win a2 home and security for his familvaﬁigh had long been his dream.

In the 1840's and 1850's thousands of homeseskers from beyond the Rhine
gsettled in New York and Pennsylvania, in many instances forming large communi-
ties made up exclusively of Germans. Others, more adventurous or less easily
satisfied, carried their search farther=-<into the unsettled weste. Ohio,
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin began to absorb these determined, hardy
people, seekKing freedom-and o hoame.

Cincinnati drew and held so many thet the old-country peasant costume of
black velvet, with red vest and big silver buttons, was e common sight on the
streets. In 1850 Chicago wes & center of German-Americen culture, and Mil-

‘waukee!s musical, dramatic, and literary activities had earned for her the so-

briquet "The Germen Athens.™




N
Y

AN\

Y,
>

Their Way of_ Life Freserved.

The New Americens were slow to break away from their neti¥e way of
livinge The German immigrant loved his beer and his beer gardens. He was
fond of his Sundey picnios and dances and theatrical performancess His meny
organizations, devoted to music, art, drema, sharpshooting, bowling, cards,
end turnen, sought to cultivete social pleasures along with more serious
movements.

p

[ Good beef:and‘good food'and good music went together, and work-free Sun=

deys were largely dedicated to plonics and entertainments of every sort. On
such occasions&%$2;9$g§iircongregate to talk and argue over their steins and
their pipes, and to sing the songs of their native lande And much of their talk
was on the seme topics as had ebsorbed them in Germany. They could not feel
thet they had left their homeland problems behind them.

German heusfrauen in Americe continued to serve the familiar native dishes,

with the result that many of them have since been incorporeted into the American

diet. Whﬁﬁann*.frankfurters, sauerkraut, kaffe-kuchen, cole slew, potato salad,
dill pickles, ry; bread with caraway seeds, pumpernickel, and lager beer are but
a few of the articles of food thus introduced which are now enjoyed by many
Americenss

The Germen immigrantts zest for gregarious social life found its outlet
in a wide veriety of organizations. Singing societies, bands and orchestras,
veterans! associations, fraternal and benevolent orders, literary and dramatic
clubs, groups for the pramotion of the arts and sciences, church and charitable
organizations, sharpshooting clubs, voluntary fire brigades, militia in colorful

uniforms -- all these were transplanted in the United Stetes, with little or no

changes




The Turnvereinen

Among their numerocus organizetions, the Turnvereinen, or gymnastic so-

cieties, were perheps the most influential. The first of these was formed in
Cincimnnati in 1848. Others followed in various communities, until, by 1853,
the Nord Amerikaner Turnerbund included sixty affiliated groups.

In addition to their physical education program, the Turnvereinen orgen-

ized parades, pageants, concerts, balls, and theatrical performances. Almost
every unit had its singing and dramatic section, some groups giving regularly
scheduled concerts for their membership. They also sponscored lectures and dis-
cussions on history, economic theory, govermment, end scientific subjectss For
the use and enjoyment of members, they opened libreries and reading=rooms,

where both Germen and English books were at all times available.

$ h i s 0) , :
Besides these numerous cultural pregspams, Turnverein societies took em

el
aotiﬁ& interest in community affairs, end in the political, social, and economiec

problems of the nation at large. The initigtive, referendum and recall, ‘the
election of all public officials by direct popular vote, social welfare legis-
letion, tax reform, and a general broadening of the democratic processes, all

1Y h e 1:{4\'

—at a time when in many quarters such measures were considered radical in the

extreme. Social, political, and religious liberty were the ideals of the

Turnvereinen, and Turner literature was fired with the spirit of equality and

brotherhoode.

School, Churches, Newspapers.

While there were freethinkers among the early German pioneers, they were
heavily outmmbered by those who professed adherence to some orthodox dencmine=-
tions The Methodist Church in America was first to interest itself in these
immigrents. Its representatives frequently met them at the ports of entry to

offer advice and assistance.




Methodist missions were established in the communities where Germans
settled, end by 1849 the Methodist Missionary Society cleimed to have more than
6,000 adherents of that nationality, with nearly 100 churces and 83 regular
mission circuits in the field.

The Romen Cetholic Church in America elsc welcomed these new cormunicents,
and religious orders in Germeny sent priests and others to open schools, churches,
hospitals, and chariteble institutionse

Germen TLutheran churches of various denominations were established in all
settlements of any considerable size, and many of them maintained parochial

schools.

In the period immediately precﬁfding the Civil War, numerous private

schools were opened for the study of the German language and literature.

Germen educators and ed'uéational methods atbained such prominence in some of
the larger centers that teaching was conducted in that tonguees Such was the
case in the Cincinnati schools, where German and English were on an equal foot=
ing as languages of instruction.

Prior to the World War, German was taught in public schools throughout
the United States. The study of that tongue has declined in recent years, but
the kindergerten, a purely German institution introduced into the United States
in 1856 by Mrse. Carl Schurz, is still an integral part of our public school
system.

Like the schools, German-language newspapers played an importent part
in molding the thought and opinions of the immigrants, and helping them to
orient themselves in the American scenes In 1848 there were seventy such pub-
lications in the United States, and four years later the number had nearly
doublede In 1850 Cincinnati alone supported three daily newspapers of this
types With the rise of a second generation of German-Americans, however, thess

papers declined in importance.




For Eomes and Freedom

Between 1848 and 1851, while Americans were flocking to California in
search of gold, the German-American communities were strengthened by an influx
of new thousands from the Fatherlend. They had crossed the Atlantic seeking,
not gold, but freedom and & secure home. Many were political refugees, fleeing
from despotism in the 0ld World.

In that period of European history immediately following the year 1815,
known as the age of Metternich, freedom of speech and religious belief, freedom
of assembly, and all the other liberalizing and democratic concepts born of the
French Revelution, were ruthlessly suppressed. In Germeny, however, the libem 1

movement lived on, though furtively and precariously. It still persisted in the

universities, among the intellectuals, and in the Turnvereinen, where a passion-

ate devotion to freedom and a hatred of all forms of oppression were sedulously
cultivateds

In the year 1848 the liberal forces in Germeny rose in revolt against
Metternich's system, but the revolution was orushed, its leaders destroyed or
banished, and its adherents forced to flee the country in order to save them=-
selves from utter ruin or death. Ilerge numbers of these, among whom were many
professional men, and not a few persons of real distinction, emigrated to
America. The new arrivals were warmly welcomed to the New World by their fellow-
countrymen, while the Germen-Americen press hurled thunderbolts of wrath and-de~

auncietion at the Austrian tyrant.

They Look Westward.
The continental views of the German immigrants, and their wholly natural
partiality toward German ideas and things, to say nothing of the fact that they
were regerded as interlopers in a rapidly nerrowing field of employment, brought

about dissension between them and their "Yankee" neighbors. These, also, had




nationalistic views. The newcomers had discovered, moreover, that the land

of their adoption was not in all things the Utopia they had conceived it to bee.
They found it difficult to reconcile slavery, then firmly established in the
United States, with the freedom about which they had heard so much. They saw
little dignity in American politics, and American frontier towms were not strong
for the fine arts.

Meny of the Yankees did not take such oriticisms of America too kindly,
countering with the suggestive remark that the boats were still running to
Germany. Ill feeling was augmented by such passages, until meny of the irmi-
grants deemed themselves in America, but not of ite Some of them yearned for

their homelanéyégf only it were safe.
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The Germen TarmGSFPnjoyéﬁ a reputation for industry and thrift, end was

welcomed wherever he settled. 1In aeddition to his asgricultural activities, he
experimented patiemtly and intelligently with liVQQStock, dairying, cattle-rais-
ing, and bee=culture; developed horticulture and built nurseries; and wherever
possible, cultivated grapes and made excellent wines.

The majority of German immigrants who sought refuge in Americe during this
period were not farmers, however, but artisans and skilled workers. They were
good workmen, moderate in their demands because they were accustomed to long
hours at low wages, and they found ready employment in the cities. Jewelers,
cabinet-makers, carpenters, bakers, bookbinders, piano-teachers, watchmakers, all
industriously followed their trades.

In general the 1850's marked e long, wearisome period of unemployment and
economic distress in America. The artisans already on the ground felt the pinch
of idleness and began to resent the competition from overseas. The heavy in-
flux of excellent workmen was seriously glutting the market, and many men in the
trades found themselves out of work end their families in actual need.

Unquestionably, immigration was in part responsible for this condition,




and the "natives" did not hesitate to place the blame for their ill fortune on
the shoulders of the Germens. Riotous demonstrations were incited against them,
and their lives made as uncomforteble as possible, in the hope that they would
weary dfantegonism and leave the industrial centerss

This procedure eventually had the desired effect. The newcomers gave way
under the weight of persecution and race discrimination and began to orgenize

colonization societies for the purpose of establishing themselves elsewhere.

The Turrfereinen of the country were especially active in promoting these enter=-

prises, and one of these, the Turner Colonization Society of Cincinnati, was
destined, in 1858, to add its strength to the colony then being founded by the

Germen Land Association of Minnesota on the present site of New Ulm.
CHAFER II
EARLY NEW ULM
The Founding Fathers

The idea that eventually developed into the settlement of New Ulm
germinated in the brain of Frederick Beinhorn while he was yet in Germany.
There is little doubt that it had been implanted by articles appearing in the
German-American press, and fostered in many talks with like-minded friends. He
orossed the ocean in the summer of 1852 with practiocally no capital, but fired
with enthusiam for his projects; the founding of a German colony in the Americen
Middle West.!

After undergoing the trials and setbacks commonly experienced by the
impecunious immigrant, he found himself, a year later, in Chicago. The economic
pressure was much less severe there than in many Americen cities, and he experi-

enced no great difficulty in securing employment. t o

l. - See Appendix. "The Chicago Land Societyl ,——aoeoun'fr'by“"?re&ari'ckmern.
Original in-possession of New-Ulm-Historical-Maseum,




Realizing the handicap of en alien tongue, Beinhorn, together with five
other Germans, took up the study of English in en evening class conducted by
one William Fach. To these six men he soon made kmown his pet ambitione

The instructor and the five classmates were favorably impressed and the
group began to lay definite plans. The final decision, briefly, was to pur-
chase a few sections of government land and plat & city thereon, the whole enter-
prise to be financed by the sale of lots.

The venture appeared feasible and the colleagues set resolutely and
hopefully to work. Friends and acquaintances were invited to attend en organ=-
ization meeting on August 7, 1853,

At this gathering eighteen men listened to the details of Beinhorn's plan
and geve it their approval. A society was formed forthwith, with Frederick
Beinhorn as president, Friederich Metzke as secreteary, and Joseph Schwartz as
treasurer. A committese also was appointed, to meet with the officers at Fach's

home and draft a constitution.

The Chicago Land Society

On August 10, 1853, this meeting was held and its purpose accomplished.
The orgenization was named "The Chicago Land Society", and the constitution and
by-laws were approved, in the main, at a general meeting held four days latere.

The movement was now gathering momentum and a large number of Germans were

considering affilietion. William Fach was appointed as the society's business

agent, and rapid progress was anticipatede On the first Sunday in September,
when the members convened at the Fach home for their third meeting, it was

found that the house was too small, and the crowd moved into Turner Hall, where
it filled the auditorium to capacity. Many new applications for membership were
received.

The project thus safely launched, committees were' sent out to scout newly




opened territory and report on their findings. The care with which all pro-
posals were investigated testifies to the determination of the leaders to build

their new cammnity upon a solid foundation. During the first few months after

organization, sites were rejected in Michigan, Iowa, and Missouris, Finally, in

the summer of 1854, agents were sent out to explore the frontier of southern
Minnesota, where 24 million acres of comperatively virgin territory had been
thrown open to white settlement by the Indian treaties of Traverse des Sioux

and Mendota.

Scouting.

This immense tract was largely an unknown and uncharted wilderness.l A
few tiny isolated settlements, some Sioux villages, an occasional trapper's hut
or trading post, were the only exemples of man's handiwork. The prairies were
covered with a dense growth of tall grass which supported buffalo in vast num-
bers. Foxes and wolves lived on an abundance of weaker animals and fowl. Wild
pigeons in unmumbered millions darkened the sky in their flights. Water fowl
quacked and gabbled in the marshy lowlands. Blackbirds swarmed in great reaches
of wild rice. Rivers and lakes, their shores constantly prowled by fur-bearers,
held many spsecies of fine food fish.

Such was the lush land toward which the immigrants were now hopefully
turning their attention.

Frederick Beinhorn was president of the society at this time, and the
membership, composed very largely of workingmen, exceeded eight hundred. Joseph
Messerschmidt and William Pfeiffer, the emissaries dispatched into the newly
opened Sioux county, came back filled with enthusiasm for the Mimnesota River
valley area. They said that they had found excellent land for the society's

purposes in the district around Swen Lake, in the present county of Nicollet.

l. The Minnesota River had been navigated as far as Cottomwood, on July 22, 1850,
when the steamer Yankee reached that point on an experimental trip,
Nething-elge until Fort Ridgely was started in 1853.




&% this point the Chicago cholera epidemic hglted field work until the
following August. In that month a new committee was sent into Minnesots +o
check up on the findings of the earlier scoutse This party was made up of
August Kilessling, Mathias Weiss and Conrad Kleinknecht, and they were accomp=-
enied by Fred Julius, with his wife and childe Julius built a log cabin near
Le Sueur, which had been founded some two years before,1 and this served as
headquarters for the camittee during their axploratory work.

Toward the end of the month, Kiesi}ing left his companions and returned
alone to Chicago to report. He informed the society that his committes had not
been favorably impressed with the location selected by Wesserschmidt and Pfeiffer,
but that they had discovered another site which they could heartily recommend.
This was on the highland overlooking the valley of the Minnesota River, just

above Le Sueur. His enthusiasm spurred the officers to immediste action.
Into the Wilderness

Steps were at once taken to send settlers into the region, clothed, ap-
parently, with guthority to make a definite decision with regard to a site, and
to begin the work of building a settlement for the use and benefit of the so-
clety's members. Several hundred of these were expected to follow as soon as
practicable.

The settlers left Chicego in small groups, and traveled by way of Galena

and the Mississippi‘kéver route. By the middle of September they bezan to ar-

rive in St. Paul, and within ten days approximately thirty were assembled at

that point, eager to begin the final stage of their Jjourney. Included in this
gathering were Alois Palmer, Christian Ludwig Meyer and his sond Louis, Albert
Voehringer, Athanasius Henle, Anton Henle, Frank Massopoust, Benedict Drexler,

gphn B. Zottel and his wifs and ohi;qi_Casimir Hermann and wife, John Ge. Mack

1..§{§tory of the Minnesoﬁg Valley. Neill, p. 480.




and wife, Peter Mack, Leonard Haeberle, David Haeberle, William Winkelmann,
Martin Walser, Meinrad Wall, William Thiele, Joseph Dambach, Elizabeth Fink,
John Keck, John Brandt and Joseph Schwarze Both Schwarz and the elder Meyer
Were Surveyorss

September 28, 1854, the entire group left Ste Paul for Le Sueur, most of
‘ them going byfioti; up the Minnesota River. Martin Walser and Meinrad Wall,
however, made the trip of seventy-odd miles on horseback; while John Zettel,
Benedict Drexler and Casimir Hermann traveled by ox-team, carrying some equip-
mentes

Arrived at their destination, the men of the party made it their first

&
business to inspect the tract of land recommended by Kiesling, Weiss and Klein-

knecht. They were disappointed at what they saw. The proposed site lay on the
high prairie only a short distance above Le Sueur and on the opposite side of
the river. The tract failed on almost every score to meet the reguirements
promised in +the society's published townsite prospectuss After brief inspec-
tion it was flatly rejected by almost unanimous votee.

Bitter disappointment caused some harsh criticism of the scouts, which in
turn brought sharp rejoinders. For a time dissension threatened to wreck the
whole enterprise. But this feeling passed, and after a brief rest at Le Sueur
the settlers decided to search farther.

Some ten or twelve miles up the river from Le Sueur the little settlement
of Traverse des Sioux had recently been founded at the spot where the famous
treaty was negotiatad,z and the land-seskers contimued their journey to this
point. From Traverse des Sioux, ten of their number proceeded to scout the Swan
Leke area, on which Messerschmidt and Pfeiffer had reported favorably just prior
to the outbreak of cholera in Chicago.

Here again_ﬁhe decision'waé'qugg§q_ggﬁf now considerably disheartened,

¥. The steamer jeanette Robertsy
2. H. H. S« Records Survey, May, 1940, Entry 71.




six of the men resolved to return at once to Traverse des Sioux. They agreed,
however, to hold the main group there until their companions should rejoin them
some days laters

The more persistant explorers, Christian ILudwig Meyer, Alois Palmer,
Athanasius Henle and Frank Massopoust, then set out for Fort Ridgley. They
hoped that there, or somewhere along the intervening route, they might get in-
formation regarding the territory between the fort and the bend of the Minnesota

\hiver at Mankato.
CHAPTER III
The Search Narrows.

Upon rejoining the main body of homeseekers at Traverse des Sioux on
October 7, 1854, Meyer, Palmer, Henle and Massopoust were able to refresh the
discouraged band with heartening news. A few miles below Fort Ridgley they had
encountered a French trader named Joseph LaFrambois) who had been in the dis-
trict for a quarter of a century. LaFrambois”was familiar with the territory
for miles around. They had spent a nizht at his post at Little Rock, some four
miles below the fort, and the veteran trader had interested himself in their
quest. He told them of a2 location for a townsite which he considered superior
to anything else in the whole valley. It lay on the west bank of the Minnesota
River a short distance above the point where the Cottonwood entered that stream,
and was lmown to voyageurs and traders as "Prairie Belle View."

The four scouts had personally visited the spot, and they reported en=-
thusiastically upon its natural beauty and its possiblities as a townsite.

Their glowing description restored the cheerfulness of the wanderers, and it was

with high expectations that thefjoﬁéﬁéyauﬁé-resumed\next morninge
L J

The—reute—pursuedfrom-Treversedes—Sioux to.the-proposed,légatiﬁn’ha&

been—e—subject of —some oontroversy. In view of the difficulties of Travel in.
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\ eranﬂﬂ%iiﬁiﬁ#%i&é?ﬁéﬁ%;fit“seams*a'1tkeiyvpresumption that this-mixed-group..

eﬂgeo&on:a%avfoiiawad“hs closely as possible the natural course-of the rivers.

This view is supported by the faet that at the end of the first day's journey
they camped at Eureka, directly opposite the present village of Judson, and only
a few miles above Mankato.

Eureka had been platted as a townsite early in the preceding year, but,
as was the case with many similar ventures in the early days, it had failed to
materializes. At the time of the arrival of this advance guard of the Chicago
Land Society, one of the townsite pramoters was its sole inhabitant. It is
reported that this man made stremuous efforts to persuade his wvisitors to adopt
his site as their own, but to no evail., The next dawn saw them on their way up
the east side of the river, and late in the afternoon they arrived at the red

stone outeropping opposite the mouth of the Cottonwood, or "Waraju," River.
The Sioux Village

That night they camped near a lime-kiln, built a few months before in
connection with the construction of some new buildings at Fort Ridgley. It
was still in operation and the crew gave the settlers a cordial reception and
entertained them at breakfast the following morning, October 10, after which
the cavalcade crossed to the west side of the rivers

They were now in Blue Earth'Qounty, but at a point which was soon to be-
come & part of Brown Gounty. They spent some hours inspecting the land along
the Minnesota above the mouth of the Cottomwood, giving particular attention to
the site so highly recommended by the trader, LaFramboise Their survey of the
place disclosed many points of excellence; the fine rich soil of the surrounding

neighborhood, the potential water-ppwer of the Cottonwood, the broad Minnesota

\
River wvalley with its majestic bluffs and terraces, the umusual and attractive

contour of the proposed townsite itself,




This latter covered a series of wide bench-like plateaus, rising gradually
from the river-bottom and extending along the valley for a distance of several
miles, like the tiers of an emormous amphitheater. But while the place had
many obvious advantages, the homeseekers could not ignore one serious drawback.
The almost total absence of timber held a very real threat that shelter and
fuel would be hard to obtain.

In the minds of pioneers about to face the rigors of a Minnesota winter
for the first time, this lack was ominous. It was sufficiently alarming, in-
deed, to cause them to forget the future "City Beautiful® for the time being,
and send them in search of a place where they could get into liveable quarters
before cold weather set in.

late that afternoon, they were fortunate emough to find what they sought,

practically ready-made, in a wooded tract bordering the Minnesota\giver, in the

/
extreme northwestefi corner of the present township of Milforde It was an Indian

village, deserted and apparently abandoned, and the colonists forthwith moved in
and set up housekeeping.

They were surprised and deeply chagringpd a few days later when the Indians
returned from Fort Ridgley, where they had gone to collect their treaty allot-
ments, and demanded that the trespassers get outs The red men made indignan®
threats, and the settlers were justly worried. For a time it appeared as if
bloodshed could not be avoided, but somebody recalled the good offices of their
benefactor, LaFrambois, and an appeal to him brought about an amicable settle-
ment. He induced the Indians to move on and leave the intruders in temporary
possession of the shackse The pioneers improved their condition by at once
erecting their first building, a large block=house of logs; but this burned to
the ground after a short occupancy, and once more they were compelled to resort

to the Indian habitationse.




The site of this villagel was traversed by a fine spring-fed brook,

later known as VAjén's Creek, which emptied into the Minnesota\g;ver two or

three miles below the Little Rock trading post. At this point there was an
abundance of timber, end it was not too difficult to secure protection from
the maﬁer.

During the occupancy of this Sioux village, so many other desirabls
features were discovered that strong sentiment developed emong e small group
to make it the site of the society's future town. This movement even gained
sufficient momentum to bring about a survey of a portion of the tract by Joseph

Schwarz, and the preparation of a plat, dividing it into streets and lots.

}  ————

A Town is Borm---and a Baby.

There was one person in the little band of pioneers, however, who held
out strongly ageinst this action. Christian Ludwig Meyer, also a surveyor, and
one of the most influential men in the group, was convinced that the action was
umwise. He spent many hours away from the winter camp studying the contour of
the surrounding country. In this field work Meyer found ample evidence to sub-
stantieate his assertion that the choice of his companions would in the end prove
a grave mistakes. The results of his observations were commnicated in detail
to the societyt!s officers in Chicago, and his testimony was effectives

In May of the following year, President Beinhorn arrived from Chicago with
more settlers, and also with another surveyor by the name of Volk. These new=-
comers were quick to perceive the adventage of the site Meyer preferred, and in
order to hold it against other claimants, the erection of eight rude block-
houses, one for each forty acres of land, was immediately begun.

Touis-Schilling-put-up-the-first-log-dwelling; bub the first-building-on

the—ectual townsite was a—fourisen=by=sixbeen~foot courthouse; on-what-is-now

l. Very likely the site of the Sioux village where Jonathan Carver wintered
with the Indians for the winter of 1766-1767. M.H.S.C0oll,XIV,109,Minn.RPiog'sSe




German-Street; built by August-Hellman at a cost of $505~Tts-log-walls-ceme
from the-trees—of the oak grove then known as-the “Star-Hotel;" erowning the
_wooded Knoll where the first comers-lay-on the ground in blankets-and looked
up-through-the branches at the starse

On Mey 30, 1855, approval of the advance guard's procedure thus far was
received from Chicago, and on the same day the site was formally dedicated and
given a name. A large number of the German immigrants interested in the enter-
prise hed come to America from the Danubian district of Wurttemberg, whose chief
city was Ulm and Jacob Haeberle, on whom had been conferred the honor of naming
the proposed town, pleased everybody with his selection of "New Ulm."

The company that had arrived with President Beinhorn and his wife con-
sisted, in addition to the surveyor, Volk, of the following persons: Albert
Behnke, August Kie;};ng and wife, Fidel, Henry and Franz Diepolder, with their
wives, Ernest Fritsche, Lorenz Enderle, Adam Dobereiner and wifse, FrederigE_Ring,
Fred Behnke, Henry Meyerding and wife, Louis Schilling, Henry Behnke, John

Fenschke, Jacob Pfenninger, John Stamm, August Hellmen, John Resoft, Gabriel Sehr,

Albert Tuttle, He Ce Maeller, Fred Roebecke, Charles Sommer, Henry Diets, Anton

Dietz, John Dehn, Jacob Brust, John Meltzer, John Strum, Anton Adam, Ernst
Dietrich with his wife and children, Edward Krahmer, Fred Fritsche, Sr. , and a
Mrs. Hempsche Others came by ox=~team later in the same year.

It was at about this time that Anton Kaus, hearing of the new settlement,
came over from Nicollet County. On June 20, 1856, Brown Countyts first post
office was to be established at his claim=-cabin on the northwest quarter of Sec-
tion Number 12, Town 110, Range 3le. Eaus held the office of postmaster until
July 28, 1857, when he was succeeded by C. Ge Kochne.

Inspired by the reinforcements brought in by RBeinhorn, the town-builders
labored unceasingly and the appearance of the little settlement changed with

each succeeding daye Since logs required hauling by oxen, over rough terrain,




some of the first homes were made of sod, but during the first winter the
pioneers had built a saw mill on Milford Creek.

Tn the spring the machinery for this mill was hauled in, and log cabins
quickly replaced the temporary hutse A branch of the Chicago ILand Society was
organized under the name of the German Land Association of Minnesotas August
Kiesling was chosen first president of this organization, with John Zettel as
vice-president, Henry Meyerding, secretary, and Joseph Dambach, treasurere The
following year Frederick Beinhornm became president and Ermst Dietrich, secretarye.

In the summer of 1855 soﬁ/és houses and their outbuildings, in various
stages of comstruction, dotted the lendscape in the fork of the Minnesota and
Cottomvood rivers. They were the only civilized homes for miles around. The
clearing and cultivation of lend advanced steadily end some corn end potatoes
were planted. The sawmill was operating et full capacity, Alois was fetching
the mail from Fort Ridgely with reasonable regularity, (a court house hed been
built,) and Fred Roebb?Pke wes conducting the commnity's first store.

An inventory of the stock in this first mercantile establishment listedri

I

"30 pounds of coffee, half a barrel of sugar, one barrel of salt, 3 bolts of///
g

cotton goods, end half a barrel of whiskey" \among its wareé}“—THE”bﬁfiding in
which the business was conducted stood just west of where the city cemetery is
now located.

Beef was selling at 20 cents a pound, butter at 365 to 40 cents, ard

potatoes were two dollers a bushel. Corn me;h.appears to have been the chief

article of food. Even in 1857 very little flour or pork could be procured,
end many families habitually used roasted corn and peas as a substitute for
coffee.

On July 4, 1855, New Ulm celebrated Independence Day for the first time.
The demonstration was held near the new court house, with a Doctor Blecken as

the orator of the daye. The records do not disclose the tenor of his speech,




nor whether it was delivered in English or Germen, but the spirit of the
occasion was in full accord with the tenets of these immigrants.
This year ushered into the world the first white child to be born in

Brown County--Ceroline Dembach, daughter of Joseph and Catherine (serr)

Y
Dembach, who had settled in the present town of Milford.

CHAPTER IV
LAND PRE-EMPTIONS
Legal Aspects

As the lew stood in 1856, only 320 acres of land could be pre=-empted for
townsite purposese The officers of the Chicago Land Society observed%hthis
restriction, The original townsite staked off by them comprised only the area
lying between the present Seventh South and Seventh North Streets, and the
Minnesota\giver and Garden Street. A town of such limited proportions, however,

\
would hardly fulfill the progrem of the Germen Land Association of Minnesota.

This progrem specified that each shareholder should receive small garden
tracts, in addition to a given number of town lots, so more land wes requireds
The pioneers met the situation by taking up an aggregate of approximately 2,200
acres of land surrounding the townsite. This additional area was to be pre-
empted by individual claimgnits, then thrown into a common pool for division and
distfibuﬁion emong the association's memberse

Bach member was assessed $30 to cover the cost of the land, in return for
which he was to receive twelve town lots and nine acres of the garden tract,

Volk, who had gone out with President Beinhorn to do the surveying, was
given & log house on what is now South German Street, in which to live and work,

but within two weeks he took sudden unexpleined leave of the place. His action

brought everything to a halte His notes and unfinished plens went with him, and




N\

not a serateh of his pen remeins in Brown ﬁpunty to show that he was ever
there. The work he had undertaken was ultimetely performed by Christian
Iudwig Meyer.

Meyer completed a plat of the townsite in September, 1855, and in June of
the following year copies of it were filed simulteneously in the land of fice et
Winona end in the office of the Brown County Register of Deedse O(me of the
originals may now be seen on the wall in the Brown County Historical Maseum. Tt
bears the surveyor's signature, as well as those of Frederick Beinhorn and Ernst
Dietrich, president and secretary of the German Land Association of Mimmesota.

Although the associstion had taken the initial steps toward acquiring
the needed lands as early as Mey 1855, it was not until a year later that any
sctual filings were made. In early May 1856, President Beinhorn returned from
Chicago with Albert Rlatz, treasurer of the parent orgenization, prepared to
meke the necessary payments.

Toward the end of the month Beinhorn end Dietrich, as president and secre-
tary of the local branch, together with thirteen other claimants, went to Winona

to complete their pre=emptions. They were accompanied by Attorney Charles E.

Flendrau of Travers“des Sioux, end under his guidence they filed on sixteen

quarter-sections of land in Brown County, two of which were those mapped as the
original townsite.

Beinhorn and Dietrich, filed on these two quarters as townsite proprietors,
while Dietrich and their thirteen companions filed as individualse The other
thirteen claiments were Andrew Sternlein, Johann Kerl Fritsche, Andreas Pfaff,
Joseph Heenggi, John Adem Dobereiner, Friederich Ring, Johannes Stemm, Edward
Krehmer, William Thiele, Christian Ludwig Meyer, Elias Frick, Edward Baumler
and Franz Nolle.

The fourteen individual claiments, on the same day, joined in a deed con=-

veying their fourteen quarter=sections to Ernst Dietrich and Albert Blatz, to




be held in trust for the German Land Association of Minnesota. It was ggreed
that as soon és patents were issued, the patentees would convey the individual
parcels of land in fee simple to the trustees, for the use and benefit of the
associations Beinhorn and Dietrich executed similsr deeds to the townsite
tracts, conveying title to Distriet Judge Andrew G. Chatfield, es trustee for

the German Land Essociation.
Two Group Units

A short time prior to this memorable trip of Beinhorn and his party to
Winona, William Pfaender, William Seeger and Charles Preiser had arrived in New
Ulm as representatives of a second colonization group, the Turner Colonization
Society of Cincinngti. Pfaender and his associstes, seeking a suitable towmsite,
had visited Iowa and other parts of the country before coming to Mimnesota. Upon
their arrival in St. Paul they had learned of the settlement at New Ulm and lost
no time in proceeding to that pointe

They found the Chicago compeny hard pressed for funds with which to meet
pre-emption obligations. The Cincimnati Society, on the other hand, was in ex-
cellent financial conditions They had sold shares all over the country, particu-

larly in cities where turnvereinen had been established, end the money so reised

was availaeble for immediate usee.
Here, then, was one campany impecunious but in possession of a desirable

location, while the other, wanting a location, was blessed with abundant fundse

Since both groups had the seme ultimate aim, the situation pointed clearly to=

ward a merger of resources. On the return of the party that had gone to Winonsa,

a tentative deal was arranged, and this was consummated in Chicago on July 4, 1856.
Pursuent to this arrangement, the townsite of New Ulm was sold to the

Turner Colonization Society for approximately $6,000. That organization had been

selling its stock at $15 a share, with the understanding that upon the founding




of a colonized community each membqg wes to receive one tovmsite lot and a
spell gardening tract outside.

With the merger, it became necessary to alter the original plan of dis-
tribution. Now, after a comprehensive survey, each shareholder was to receive
six tovm lots and one four-acre garden plot outside the business and residential

districte Lots were to be offered for sale to non-members at §50 each.

Returning to New Ulm toward the end of July, Pfaender led fowrteen ad-

ditional c¢laimgnts to Winona to pre-empt still more land. This party was made
up of Joseph Hitz, Jacob Leonz Mueller, Max Friton, Joseph Baer, Christian
Schaeffer, William Jansen, Joseph Huth, John H. Ips, Paul Hitz, Gustav Schlick,
Charles He Blekken, John Resoft, Joseph Hartneck and Konstantin Scholler.

On July 30, thirteen of these men conveyed the lands which they had
pre-empted to Albert Tafel, Louis Strobel, and Louis Hoffman, all of Cincinnati,
in trust for the German Land Association of Minnesota. This association con-
sisted of the two merged societies, and it will be nbted that it had assumed
the exact title of the one from which the townsite had been purchased. Com-
lications which grew out of that act will appear latere.

On July 31, Joseph Hartneck executed a deed to the same trustees cover-
ing the quarter-section on which he had made entry. These additions brought

the total merged holdings to something over 4,800 acres.
The Town of New Ulm.

In March, 1857, all this area was incorporated by an act of the Terri-
torial Legislature as "The Town of New Ulm."

Under the circumstences, this was a curious procedure. In the first
place, no survey or plat of this new 4,800-acre town had ever been mades On the
other hand, there was in the official records a plat of a quite different tomm

of New Ulm, embracing 2,200 acres of the same landse This plat was on file in




%“bland office and with the register of deed&Bf Brown\ﬁpunby. Furthermore, its

existence had even been acknowledged by tha\Tarritorial legislature, in an act
officially designating the first New Ulm as the county seat.

The new legislative act which now established the unplatted townm provided
for a municipality of four wards and a town council of four members. At a
special election, held only a month before, the entire district had been able to
mster but 23 votesl! The only plausible explanation is that the measure may
have been suggested by Attorney Flandrau as a means to evade the provision limit=
ing the acreage of towmsite pre-emptions. This speculation finds some support
in a provision of the same act which released all claimnants fram liability for
violation of the pre-emption law limiting townsite pre-emptions to 320 aores.

At the same session an act was passed by the territorial legislature in-
corporating the German Land Association of Mirinesotas Unfortunately the framers
of this lew neglected to describe the proposed corporation as the legal successor
of the original vol untary association.

The oversight led to at least one bothersome and costly consequence; when
the time arrived for the various individuals to deed their claim tracts to the
association, Konstantin Scholler refused to execute the instrument as agreede. He
contended there was nothing in the law creating the German lLand Association of
Minnesota, Incorporated, to identify it with the original German Land Association
of Minnesota, for whose benefit he had signed the trust deed in 1856. The case
wes taken to the district court by the association, and an adverse decision there
was gppealeds

Schollerts victory was sustained in the appellate court, and thus, by
reason of a technicality, his associates were compelled to pay him for his land.
The climax of the incident came some months later, and caused considerable amise-
ment and satisfaction in the community. All the New Ulm property owned by

Scholler, including the tract under litigation, was levied upon by the sheriff to




satisfy unpaid lawyers' fees. The claim amounted to $400, considerably exceed-

ing the velue of the property in disputee.

Except for Scholler, all claimants and trustees carried out their agree-
ments to the letter.

On October 14, 1857, Judge Andrew Ge. Chetfield conveyed to the German
ILand Association of Minnesota, Incorporated, the 320 acres pre-empted by Beinhorn
and Dietrich for the original townsite. He held this land in trust as district
court judge, under the law of 1844, and the validity of the conveyance was later
attacked on the ground thet Chatfield at the time he executed the deed was no
longer on the bench. To avoid any possible flaw in the title, a second deed was
given on Februery 8, 1858, by his successor, Judge Charles E. Flandrau.

Late in the spring of 1867, platting of the huge tract officially incor-
porated as the "Town of New Ulm" got under way. Christian Prignitz was employed
for this work, with Lewis Brockmenn as draughtsmen, and on April 8, 1858, the
plet was filed. It is perhaps the most remarkable towmsite plet ever made on a
new frontier. 1In a wilderness, miles removed from any sort of urban improvements
or oonveniences, these provident founders visualized a large and beautiful city,
and set aside spacious tracts for parks, schools, playgrounds, public boat land-
ings and market places. Except for slight alterations in the river bottome lands
made during the next two years by Prignitz, it is the present plat of New Ulm.

It was not until recently that belated recognition was given the surveyor
who conceived and executed this worke For more than 75 years it had been cred-
ited to a man who had practically nothing to do with it == Volk, who in the sum-
mer of 1865 had walked out on the Chicago settlers without explanantions

Prignitz was a brother-in=lew of the two well known New Ulm pioneers,
Albert end Henry Behnke. He died in 1868, at the age of forty years.

With the filing of this plat in 1858 in the Brown County Register's

office, there were two plats of New Ulm on record, the other being that filed




by Beinhorn and Dietrich in 1856+ The two were often confused in conveyancing,
until the legislature in 1860 passed a special act establishing the Prignitz

survey as the ruling record.
CHAPTER V
MINNESOTA TERRITORY DIVIDED
The County of Browm

While this is essentially the story of New Ulm, some of the early history
of the surrounding area must be related to make the story clear. For a long
time the town was the living center of a vast territory, with the effect of each
important event radiating throughout the whole area. New Ulm affected and was
affected by Brown\Qounty as a whole. For a number of years the town of New Ulm,
in a real as well as a historical sense, was the county of Brown.

In 1849, when Minnesota Territory was divided into nine great counties,
Wabasha and Dakota comprised a vast domain nearly 140 miles wide from north to

south, and extending from the Mississippi River westward to the Missouri. Wab-

asha?s southern boundary turned south at the Big Sioux ?iver, following that

stream to its confluence with the Missou{ii, thus encompassing a great triangle
which extended some eighty miles south of the present southern boundary of
Mimmesota.

In 1853 and 1854, after the ratification of the treaties of Traverse
des Sioux and Mendota, the huge units of Wabashe end Dakota, comprising most of
the lands ceded in those treaties, were subdivided to oreate the counties of
Scott, Goodhue, Filhnora}@ice, Le Sueur, Sibley, Pierce, Nicollet and Blue Earth
in 1853, and Houston and Winona in 1854, Rlue Earth wes the largest of this
groups The county of Hennepin had been set off in 1852.

A legislative act approved February 20, 1855, altered the boundaries of




some of these counties and created several new onesy Olmstead, Dodge, Mower,
Freeborn, Faribault, Steele, Carver, Renville, Davis, Wright, Stearns, and
Brown. The last named county was that part of Blue Earth which lay west of the
Minnesota River. Its boundaries enclosed nearly 27 million acreé of land, and
included the sites of the present cities of New Ulm, Fairmont, Worthington,
Wetertown, Sioux Falls, Yankton, and Pierre. Although no corroborative public
records have been found, it is believed that the new county was named in honor
of the pioneer trader, editor and legislator, Joseph Renshaw Brown.

The new county of Brown was populated almost exclusively by Indians. Tt
would be impossible even ¢losely to estimate the mmber of red men who were
living and hunting in the area between the Big Sioux and the Missouri rivers in
1855. Just within the count's northern boundary lay the occupied portions of

the two reservations created by the treaties of 1851, and in this section between

7,000 and 8,000 Sioux had now settled. Nearly hald of these were newcomers to the

rogion.

The only other Indians kmown to be ranging within the county and east of
the Big Sioux kiver, were the small bands of White Lodge and Lean Bear, with
villages at Lak; Benton and Leke Shetek, respectively, and the followers of the
renegade Wah=pay=koo=tay chieftain, Inkpadutsh. Already outlawed by his own
tribe, this murderous Sioux leader and his gang of vicious fugitives frequented
the headwaters of the Des Mbines\géver, killing whites and Indians alike at every
opportunity. later, in 1857, these malevolent outeasts perpetrated the Spirit
Lake Massacre.1 |

The Upper and Lower Agencies, like little villages, with their offices,
warehouses, shops, traders! stores, and dwellings, supported a population of
something like 125 persons each, about equally divided between whites and half=

breeds.s In addition to these, there were 35 or 40 white persons connected in
le See "Inkpadutah" in any standard Minnesota History.




one way or another with the Indian missions of Doctors Williamson and Riggs,

at Pajuta Zihi and Hazel Run Creek. With the possible exception of a trader

or two and a few transient trappers, the only other white persons in Brown
County in 1856 were the thirty or more Germans who had €eme out from Chicago to

found a town.
The County Begins to Shrink

Reduction of Brown bounty began in 1857 when a legislative act, approved
May 23, established the counties of Martin, Cottonwood, Jackson, Nobles, Murray,

Pipestone, Rock, Big Sioux, and Medary, all, with the exception of a narrow strip

\
along the eastern border of Martin ggunty, carved out of original Brown\Qounty.

There can be no question that there was something irregular about this
proceeding=~somethingthetsmacks—ef-chicanery. Very little was said or written
about it at the time, but it is now kmown that Brown ﬁounty citizens and offi-
cials were not consulted about the division, nor were they given the customary
privilege of é?bﬁﬁi}sing their approval or disapproval at the polls. Some of
these counties were declared in the act to be duly organized, whereas the fact-
was that there were not enough inhabitants in the whole vast region to fill the
offices required for their govermment.

County seats were named in at least three of the new counties, though no
such settlements existed except in the minds of enthusiastic townsite promoters.
Election precincts were established by e gullible governor, and carefully pre-
pared returns were made of elections which never were held. Even federal census
schedules were faked and filed.

With the admission of Minnesota to statehood in 1858, Brown\Qounty suffered
its major amputation when the part now comprising practically the eastern half of
South Dekota was out off. This reduced the county to less than one-eighth of its

original size, but still the slicing continued.




An act approved February 25, 1860, esteblished the present county of

Wetomwan at Brown Gounty's expense, In this instance the creation of the new

county was conditioned on the approval of the electorate of Brown kounty at the

ensuing general election, and the approval was given by a vote of 415 to 33. At
this time consent was also given to still another reductione

From the time of its creation in 18656, Brownzbounty had contained within
its borders all that part of the Upper and Lower Sioux reservetions lying south
of the Minnesota River. This was a strip ten miles wide, extending eastward
from Big Stone Lake to the western limit of the present  township of Milford.

Since the ratification of the treaty of 1858, it had represented all that re-
mained of the reservations established under the treaties of 1851,

In March 1860, the legislature proposed to detach this tract of land, less
the limited area lying east of Range 34, from BrownﬂQounty, and add it to the +then
unorganized county of Remville. This act was in turn approved by the Browanounty
electorate by a vote of 402 to 21.

Apparently determined to get rid of-Brcwn\ﬁpunty's remote and cumbersome
frontier possessions as rapidly as possible, the commissioners, at their ﬁeéting
in September, 1861, unanimously adopted a resolution memorialising the hﬁate
legislature to lop off all the remaining territory lying west of Range 33e The
legislature responded with an act, approved February 6, 1862, incorporating these
lands in a new county to be known as the "County of Redwood."

The consent of the Brown\ﬁpunty voters was reguired to give the act effect,
and whether or not such consent was ever given it is impossible at this date to
determines Between the time of the passage of the act and the date of the elec-
tion at which the question wes to be decided, the Sioux uprising interveneds, This
resulted in the almost complete depopulation, not only of Brown‘Qounty, but of the
entire country surrounding the Indien reservations.

There is one small scrap of evidence that enough people did return to the




devasted area to hold the regular election in November 1862, but no evidence
at ell that the question of changing the county bounderies was on the ballote
A paper which purports to be an official abstract of the 1862 election returns
was recently unearthed from among the musty records in the basement veults of
the court houses So far as this abstract‘shows, there was no vote, cne wey

or the other, on the question of dividing the countys Subsequent lepislative
proceedings, however, seem to indicate a general assuption that the county of
Redwood was definitely established. The net result, as far as Brown Gounty was
concerned, was to leave it with an.area smeller than that of its smallest off=
spring, end smaller, too, than it is today. Two years later this was remedied.

Included in the territory set off in creating the counties of Cottomwood
and Redwood were the four goverrment townships now kmown as Bashaw, Stately,
Burnstown, and North Stare During the year following the Indian uprising, rumor
was rife to the effect thet somewhere in that tract lay valuable deposits of
coal and iron, g report which stirred the citizens of Browm hounty.

Realizing the voting weakness of the newly organized counties, they de=
termined on a coup to meke this mineral wealth their owm. Early in the year
1864, en accommodating legislature was induced to pass a special act providing
for submittal to the voters of Brown, Redwood, and Cottonwood counties of a
proposal to re-establish the bounderies of Brown Sounty to include the rumored
numeral depositse

The vote was terribly one-sided, of course, as the Brown Gounty leaders
knew it would bee The county?s 278 votes were returned unanimously in favor of
the proposal, while Redwood could muster but 14 against ite Cottomwood had been

completely depopuleted since the Indian war, and so cast not a vote.

The Shrinkege Stops

After 1864 there was but one alteration in the Browngﬁounty boundarye




When the election of that year recaptured from Redwood kcunty the tovmships

now known as Burnstown and North Star, it brought with them, evidently through
an error in drafting the act, the 12-mile strip lying between those townships
and the Minnesota\h%ver.

This was territory which had been ceded te Renville bounty in 1860, as
part of the Indian reservation. Whatever the process by which it became in=
volved in the transfer of the two townships coveted by Brown Eounty, it evidently
was as urwanted in 1864 as it had been in 1860 When a new act was submitted
for approval at the 1865 general election, providing for the transfer of old re-
servation lands from Renville to Redwood, including the strip under discussion,
elmost no opposition was offered.

Brovm ﬁpunty alone cast 264 affirmative votes, far more than enough to
ratify the act, and this esteblished its boundaries as they exist today.

It remains only to consider the final dispostion of the Indian reserva-
tions. It will be recalled that the act of 1860, transferring the Indian lands
from Brown to Renville E\(_)unty, excepted that portion lying east of Range 34.
This included the present Brown County townships of Eden, Prairieville, Home,
and fractional parts of Milford, Sigel, Stark, and Leavenworthe. The area re-
mained Indian land until after the outbreak in 1862.

Following that disaster the Govermment adopted stern measures with the
Sioux, On February|[6, 1863, Congress abrogated the treaties of Traverse des
Sioux and Mendota, and the subsequent treaties of 1858, insofar as the rights
and claims of the tribes were concerned. Their reservations were reclaimed,
and themselves deported forever from their former home. This was drastic pun-
ishment, for which the nation had to make costly amends later, but it had the
elmost immediate effect of opening to settlement vast tracts which otherwise
might have remained undeveloped for generations.

The Brown Gounty Indian lands were put on the market in 1866, and in 1870




the census showed a population of morg than 1200 in the newly created townships

\
of Home and Eden. This was an increase without precedent in Brown Gpunty's

frontier history.

CHAPTER VI
Political Organization

Although Browm Geunty was established in February 1855, it was not until
Februery 11, 1866, that it was officially recognized by the legislative assembly
as a "duly organized county.......of Minnesota Territory." Thus for practically
& year it had no county seat, no legislative representation, no law enforcement
officers, no power of tazation, no machinery, even, for lepally exercising the
right of suffrage. The population was meagre, however, end no particular
inconveniences resulted. Outside the agencies end mission communities on the
Sioux reservations, all the white settlers in the county were gathered in and
about the newly organized town of New Ulm. These, in all likelihood, did not
number more than one hundred souls,

In August, 1855, the commissioners of Blue Earth‘ﬁfunty, to which Brown
originally had been attached, with very dubious authority established an elec-
tion precinct for the voters of the two agencies and the settlers of New Ulm and
vicinity. This precinct extended from the Blue Earth county line elong the
Minnesota\k}ver to include the homes of these voters, and New Ulm was designated
as the place where the election was to be held,.

August Kiesling, Fred Roebbecke, end Albert Behnke were named as judges,
Christian Imdwig Meyeé as constable, and Henry Behnke as justice of the peaces
The electors in the precinet were allowed to vote only for congressional and
legislative candidates. At the election a total of 69 votes were cast, 45 in the

New Ulm district and 24 at the agencies,




No other election was ever held in the precinet, the county receiving
belated recognition early in the following February. The legislative act
also named New Ulm "on the Minmesota River? as the county seat, and authorized
the governor to appoint the usual county officials to serve until the next
general election.

Tradition has it that Francis Baasen, a young attorney from New Ulm,
heppened to be in St. Paul at the time of the epproval of the organization
act, and that Governor Gorman, not being familiar with the qualifications of
the settlers in the new county, sought Measen's assistance. It is said that
he intrusted the attorney with duly signed commissions for the various offices
tobe filled, and authorized him to insert therein such nemes as he and his New
Ulm neighbors deemed bests

Whether or not this rether unconventional method actually was adopted by
Governor Gorman, it is a fact that nowhere, either in state or county records

or in the newspgpers of the day, cen be found any reference to the manner of

appointment of these officials, or even to the fact that they ever were appointeds

yet they served.

This lack of direct evidence gave rise to the belief that, save for the
members of the county boerd, it would never be known who these first officials
weree For eighty years all county historical works were agreed on this. In
1934, however, the Brovm County Historical Society unearthed documentary evidence,
in the form of age-worn bonds and cormmissions, revealing the idenity of nearly all.

Anton Kaus, Peyton Nichols, and Athanasius Henle made up the first board
of county conmissioners, John Samms was the first register of deeds, Ernst
Dietrich, the first treasurer, and Henry Behnke, the first judge of probates
The latter acted also as clerk of court, Jacob Brust was the first sheriff, and
Christien Ludwig Meyer was named county surveyor,

Just who Samms, the register of deeds, was, and whence he came, research




has failed to disclose. He served only a few months, and at the first recorded
meeting of the county board in September the office was declared vacant because

of his removal from the county. Francis Baason was nemed his SUCCOSS50Is
First General Election

The first general election following the countyt!s organization was held
in QOctober, 1856, and resulted in the choice of the following officials: Henry
Behnke, register of deeds; Ernst Dietrich, treasurer; John B. Castor, judge of
probate; Henry Meyerding, sheriff; John Zettel, coroner; Christian Iudwig Meyer,
surveyor; Albert Tuttle, Jacob Brust, and Anton Kaus, commissionerse The latter
gave notice at the January meeting that he could not qualifyl, end at a special
election Jamuary 28, Fred Roebbecke was chosen in his place. At a meeting held
February 23, Albert Tuttle was nemed chairmen of the board.

This board functioned until the new state, township, and county govern=

ment law went into effect, in October, 1858,

Under this law the old election precincts went into disuse. Instead of a

board of county commissioners, the cognty government was vested in a board of
supervisors, made up of the chairmen of the various township organizationse This
law also created a new office, that of county euditor, and August H. Wagner was
the first to occupy the post, entering upon his duties in November.1858. Four
years later Wagner was killed by Indians at the Lower Agency. His successor,

John C. Rudolph, is credited with saving the county archives at the time of the

Sioux uprising in 1862,

Cormissicner Form of Government Returns.

The board of county supervisors was abrogated by legislative enactment

on February 24, 1860, and Minnesota returned to the commissioner form of county
le Probably because he had been appointed postmaster in June, 1856.




govegnment. The law provided for the setting up on commissioner distriets, and
at a special election, held on April 3, J. Te Furber of Madelia, Jacob Nix of
New. Ulm, and C. C. Brandt of Cottonwood, were elected from the county at large.
New Udm, itself, since its inception, has experienced six distinct types of
mnicipal govermment, some of them of a surprising nature; end all of them
requiring such a volume of detail in their description that it is deemed wise
to deal with them in another part of this book.1

Briefly this chapter has presented the changes of political bdundaries,
and the concurrent civil activities which accompenied the tranformation of New
Uln from a tiny cluster of settlers! cabins on Minnesotats wilderness frontier
into the metropolis and control-center of a rapidly growing commnitye Up to
the time of the first general election,in 1856, every event of importance in
Brovn County reacted directly upon New Ulm and became an essential part of the
town's historye Not until 1870, in fact, does the story begin to shake itself

free from the happenings in the contiguous territory.

CHAPTER VII.

Awakening of Industry

Although Brown County was a trackless wilderness at the time of the

arrival of the New Ulm Settlers in 1854, yet the Minnesocta Valley had been

threaded by white men long before that times2 Thomas Andersom, Murdoch Cameron,

Je He Lockwood, Cole Robert Dickson, JeBe Faribault, Louis Provencalle (Le

Blanc), Hazen Mooers, Andrew Robertson, Joseph Re Brown, Joseph Ia Framboise,

—

the Hert brothers, Jeffries, Duncen Campbell, Patterson, for whom Patterson's

Rapid was nemed, Frazer, father of Jack Frazer, Joseph Renville, Charles Hess,

le See appendix. "Changing Forms of Government." S

2. MINNESOTA BIOGRAPHIES, 1655-1912, VolsXIV of Minnesota HiSt.SoceCollections,
p. 109, says Jonathan Carver, famous explorer, spent sinter of 1766-67 with
the Sioux on the Minnesota River in the vicinity of the site of New Ulm. This
is the earliest record of any white man at this pointg -amd Carver probably
lived in one of the Sioux village sites mentioned in this text.




traders all, had been familiar with the territory for years=-some of them

since 1780.1  Fort Ridgely was already well on its way to completion and was,
in fact, occupiede Since the start of its construction in 1853, steamboat navi-
gation between that point and Mankato had been meintained with same regularity

during high water seasons. At the fbrt, during the first year of its existencs,

chloroform was used an an anesthetic by Df\ﬁ.'w. Daniels, then post surgeon, in

amputating the arm of Joseph La Frambolse's son. This is the first known in-
stence of surgical anesthesia in the Northwest.

In 1856 the stréggling little community of New Ulm began to take on an
air of civic dignity and commercial importances C. Ce Brandt established Brown
Countyts first grist mill in that year, in the present Sigel Township} a stock
company headed by Fe Rehf'eld erected a sawmill;2 Philip Gross built the Union
Hotel; Hemry Vajen opened a general store; and Andrew J. Myrick was granted a
license to operate a ferry across the linnesota Rivere.

On November 11,1856, thirteen young men met at the home and sbore of
Adolph Seiter and organized a local Turnverein society, destined to exercise
an importent influence in the development of New Ulme The organizers were William
Pfaender, August Schell, Eugene Gerstenhauer, Adolph Seiter, William Hummel, John
C. Toberer, Williem Petermann, August Clausen, George Guetlich, Henry Haupt,
George Fein, Xavier Stoffer, and Ernst Brandt, and their enthusiasm soon éta&gtai
the whole pioneer group.

Thet year the first attempt was made to organise a Roman Catholic Bongre-
gations New Ulm as yet had mo church at all, nor even a minister. In order to
marry, Athenasius Henle and Elizabeth Fink had to journey all the way to St. Paul
in an ox-carte. The return trip behind those slow moving animals furnished a much
longer honeymoon than pioneers usually enjoyed.

The year 1857 saw the sbart of New Ulmts first embitious milling enterprise,

1. See Appendix, "Voyageur's Letter."
2. See Appéndix, "Mills."




when the plant afterward called the Globe Mills was builte This venture was
sponsored by the German Lend Association, with the dual purpose of grinding grain

and sawing logs. In 1858 the Globe Mills Company, Incorporated, was organized to

take over the plant.l The ﬁ?} built by C. Ce Brandt in Sigel Township was a small, .

wind=driven affair; after the winter of 1856-13857 it was moved to New Ulm where
it continued to run for a time.l
A large number of German femilies came to New Ulm from Cincinnatl in 1857,

most of them arriving on the steamer Frank Steele, and this inerease in popula-

tion gave added impetus to business. The German ILand Association2 opened a gen-
eral store with William Pfaender in charge; Adolph Seiter started another, on his
claim oubtside the townsite area, but afterward moved the business to the center
of populationiy Charles Jacobs and his son George opened a general store, Jost
Pfeif'fer, a butcher shop, John C. Toberer, a jewelry store, Joseph Miller, a car-
riage shop, Charles Wagner, a furniture manufacturing business, and H, Kiesling,
a blacksmith shope

The population of the 9ounty had now reached 1629, of whome 356 lived in
the town itself. There was a growing need for schoolss Four school districts
wore established in the county, and the first school was opemed in New Ulm with
August Westphal as teacher. Of 86 children of school age, however, only 28 were
enrolled in the winter of 1857-13858.

John Bellm and were married QL}SL s the first wedding
to be solemnized in the towm of New Ulm.S

Grasshoppers, which were to wage unrelenting war against the fortunes of
the settlers in succeeding years, made their first appearance at this time,

though damage to the crop of 1857 was slight.

l, See Appendix, "Mills."

2, During its brief existence, 1857-1862, the German Iand Association rendered
meny public servides, none greater t han when, on its dissolution in 1862, its
members arranged for presenting its entire remaining assets, including several
hundred lots, to the New Ulm School Districte.

8. Edward D. Neill says the first New Ulm marriage was that of Williem Jansen and

Peyronella Adems, March 17, 1857, performed %%‘Wm. Pfaender, justice of the
peace. Neill, Eist. of Minnesota Valley, P Te




In 1858, the original Turner Hall was erected, on the present site, and

the Turnverein immediately beceme the chief social and emusement center of the

—

community. Five home talent plays were presented during the year. School en-

rollment now necessitated employment of a second teacher. Another milestone was

1

founding ©of the New Ulm Pioneer, the earliest newspaper in Brown County.

August Fritton and Andrew Betz established the first brewery within the
confines of New Ulm in 1858, in German Park, near Center Street. A brewery had
been in operation across the Minnesote River for some months prior to this.2
The first county feir was held this year, and the first bridge erected over the
Cottomwood River.

It was in 18568 that the treaty was coneluded permitting The Indians to
ovn land individuallye.

The Dakota Hotel was opened in 1859, and the Central Banlc,5 the first
in the community, was established, A private concern, it closed its doors in
1861.

In 1860, Dr. Charles Weschcke took up residence and established a prac-
tice in New Ulm. Weschcke became one of the town's most prominent citizens, and
as & surgeon had an important part in its defense during the siege by the Sioux.

The census of 1860 showed a county population of 2,320 of which number
635 were residents of New Ulme There were then 200 whites at the Upper Agency,
and 120 at the Lowers. New Ulm was now large enough to demand more reading mat-
ter than was to be found in the weekly newspapers, and providentially a publiec
library was started by the donation of 100 volumes by Frederick Kapp of New York
Citye. This gift formed the nucleus of the splendid library of todaye

In 1861, He A. Subilia erected the Waraju distillery in New Ulm, but the

German settlers were not strong for hard liquor, and this enterprise was destined

l. See Appendix, "Newspapers."
2. See Appendix, "Breweries."
3+ See Appendix, "Financial Institutions.™




to flourish but a short time. The building was one of the fire casualties
during the Indian attack of 1862, and today its tall brick chimney is the only
part that remains standinge The business was never re=ostablished.

Schell's Breweryl was erected in the Cottomvood valley east of New Ulm
in 1861. August Schell had come to Minnesota in 1856 as one of the Turner
Colonization Society of Cincinnati, end five years later, in company with Jacob
Bernhard, he founded the brewery which still bears his name. When the town was
besieged by Indians, Schell moved his family to St. Peter for safety, but his
brewery was left ummolested by the Sioux.

The Civil War drew many of the younger white men of the district into
service in 1861, a fact undoubtedly noted by the wily Sioux, who the following

year seized the opportunity to attack the unprotected frontier.
The Indians Rise

The growth and prosperity of New Ulm and Browm County, so satisfying to

the/ﬂﬁite settlers, was a source of great uneasiness to their Sioux neighbors.

The Indians, once free to roam the vast distances,l%ggfnow confined within the
narrow limits of two reservations. The native cover of prairie and woodland,
formerly abounding in wild geme, was giving way to the axe and the plow, and the
game was being driven oute The Sioux, nursing these old grievances, now had a
new one added: the white man's govermment was holding up the payments it had
promised to make in return for possession of the land., Restless and hungry, the
Indians began to plot vengeance~-not against the distant govermment which with=-
held their annuities, but on their helpless white neighbors in the Minnesota
Vhlley.z The scheme hatched in the "Tee=yo-tee-pes," or soldiers! lodge, contem-
plated the dispersal or amnihilation of all white people west of the Mississippi

River,

l. See Appendix, "Breweries."
2. There were two tribes (Sissetons and Wahpetons) on the upper reserve, end
two (Mdewakentons and Wahpekutas) on the lower, each with its own agency.




On August 17 the savages swooped down upon Acton, a little settlement
in Meeker County, and killed several citizens. That evening a jubilant pow-wow
was held on Rice Creek and it was decided to follow up this initial success with
immediate attacks on Fort Ridgely, New Ulml, St. Peter, and all other settle~-
ments along the Minnesote River. The notorious Little Crow constituted himself
leader of the foray.

The next day, August 18, a general slaughter of settlers in isolated
commnities pegan. A number of persons were killed at the Redwood Agency; a
small band of New Ulm men, in Milford Township on a recruiting mission for the
Union Army, was ambushed and three were killed; frontiersmen at several points
were shot while at work in the fields. The Sioux appeared in the settlements
without warning, massacred or frightened away the whites, looted houses, stores,
warehouses, and burned buildings and stacks on both sides of the river as far
upstream as Lac qui Parlee

When news of the uprising reached New Ulm, Sheriff Charles Roos selected
a posse of 25 men and went out to investigate. He did not doubt that something
wes wrong, but he could noé fully credit the reports that were coming in. With
the single exception of the Inkpadutah incident in 18572, the white residents

had been living on friendly terms with the Indians ever since the opening of

Brown County. A short trip into the countryside, however, convinced the sheri&%*

of the grim truthe He and his posse soon returned with several wagonloads of
dead end wounded farmers,

Roos issued an immediate call to all able=bodied men of the town to arm
themselves, and later in the day he extended this order to the militia of the

entire county. All now were expecting an early attack in force, and Captain

l. The Sioux name for New Ulm was "Wakzupata," meaning ¥he-Village-on=-the
Cottonwood; Fort Ridgely was "Esa Tonka," and Little Crow was "Kagaw Chestin."
2« The atrocities of Inkpadutah and his gang, “fully described in many works,
have no place here, as they do not relate directly 6 New Ulm,




Jacob Nix was appointed to direct the defense. Nix found himself at the head

of a sorry-looking army. It numbered less than seventyﬁnen, many of them armed

with no better weapons then pitchforks and c¢lubs. The entire town could muster
but 38 shotguns and 12 rifles, and some of thep¥were of questionable utilitye.
Only 42 men were sufficiemtly well armed to be assigned to the first line
of defense. These were divided into three groups, under the command of Louis
Theobald, Franz Czeikowitz, and Julius T. Bruncke Those armed only with stab-
bing and bludgeoning weapons were held in reserve, to be brought into action in
the event that the Indians should succeed in passing the rude barricades which
were being hastily constructed at strategic pointse When the last rough
barrier had been erected and the last weapon carefully inspected and laid ready
to hand, the men of New Ulm settled down to wait for the storm to breake. Nothing
more could be done now except to reassure and comfort the frightened women and

children,
CHAPTER VIII
Spreading the Alarm

At about four o'clock on the morning of August 19, Henry Behnke, a
prominent citizen of New Ulm, brought the startling news of the revolt to Judge
Charles E. Flandrau at his home in Traverse des Sioux. Flandrau lost no timee
First sending the word into Le Sueur County and down the valley toward St. Paul
that a general attack was in progress upon the white settlements along the whole
western frontier, he then hastened to St. Peter to raise as large a force as
possible to meet the emergency. Men of all classes, stirred by the gruesome
details, rushed to enlist, and within a few hours Flandrau was captain of a
company of volunteers nmumbering well over 100 men,.

While the company was being recruited, Flandrau sent two Ste. Poter men,

Honry Swiftl and William G. Hayden, post haste to New Ulm with Swift's team to

1. Afterward third governor of the State of Minnesota.




ascertain the true state of affairs on the border and advise him whether the
St. Peter contingent, when ready to march, should make its objective New Ulm
or Fart Ridgely.

Meantime, two other NicBllet County relief parties were hurrying to reach
the trouble center in time to be of assistance. One was a squad of sixteen men
from the Nicollet and Courtland neighborhood, variously armed; because they had
a relatively short distance to travel, they were the first reinforcements to ar-
rive, reaching New Ulm shortly before the attack got under way. They did not j oin
any of the local units, preferring to form a company of their own, with A. M. Bean
as captain. This organization rendered valiam service throughout the engagement.
Fighting with them were Swift and Hayden, who had arrived in time to start fresh
word back to Flandrau at St. Peter before the Sioux hed completely invested the
town. Evan Bowen, & horseman from the Cambria country, had volunteered to carry
it, and dashed out of town spurred by the fact that the siege had already begun.

The other Nicollet County relief party, known as the Boardman Company,

or "The Boardman Cavalry," was also an independent group, and not a part of the

Flendrau company. This latbter organization did not arrive at New Ulm until about
ten o'clock at night on the nineteenth, after the first attack had been repulsed.
It has been stated by many writers that the Boerdmen Company was an advence guard
of the more numsrous body, but the contention is wholly unsupported by the evi-
dences Sheriff Boardman headed a group of twelve or fourteen St. Peter business
men hastily assembled through the efforts of Horace Austin and J. K. Moore, aug=-
mented to sixteen by others who joined along the roade All were mounted, and the
purpose was to get some help to New Ulm more speedily than it could be furnished
by the main body, which was not yet recruited to full strength.

The roads were in poor condition, but Boardman's men pushed their horses,

halting only once to rest the animals and seek shelter when a terrific storm

burst suddenly upon them. They met Bowen, Swift's messenger, on the road, read




the open note to Flandrau, and hastened sheads In a short time they reached

an eminence from which they could see New Ulm, across the ricer and still some
miles distants Hanging above and behind the upper part of the village was a
dense pall of smoke against which the flash of firearms blinked vividly, and the
flames of burning stacks and buildings leaped up and waved like banners of de-
struction. Smoke and sparks were blown upon the town by the prevailing wind,
the direction of which probably had dictated the point of attacks. This, at the
time of the Boardman party's approach, appeared to be confined entirely to the
upper part of the villeage.

Two ferries were in operation across the lMimmesota River, one abreast of
the town, near the Globe Mill, end the other at Redstone, sbout two miles below.
Boardman chose the Redstone ferry as the safer approach. Put when they arrived
at the landing it was discovered that the heavy craft was over on the New Ulm
side, with no means of reaching it save by swimming. Though the river at this
point was about fifty yards wide, & volunteer plunged in and soon returned with
the boate

On the New Ulm side of the river was a strip of low land sovered with
dense wild grass, so high as almost to conceal a horse and ridere As the
crowded boatload of men gpproached that benk, they expected any rmoment to en-
counter the fire of Indiens embushed in this growthe. But the Sioux apparently
had forgotten to watech the ferry, for the Boardman party crossed without incidents '

Leeving the tall grass, the road traversed open ground, but it lay so

much lower than the plateeu upon which the Eﬁgn was bullt that an approaching

party was screened from view until quite near the edge of the villege. With
this advantage, the Boardman company dashed safely into town. They were seen,
however, and almost at once a party of savages slipped down back of the town
and took command of the lower ferry roads

Horace Austin of the Boardmen company, who later became Mimnesota's sixth
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governor, gives a comprehensive account of the party's entry into the %newbled

town:

sesssssWe dashed into town within about thirty minutes after the last horse
sprang from the apron of the ferry boabt......For some distance along the road
eessseewe had seen mounted men dashing hither and thither on the high bench
of land overlooking the town, and heard gunshot reports from the same direction.

The scene in the town itself was one never to be forgotitn by an cbserver.
The people were huddled in the business center about as close as they could
well be packed, the balance of the twon being deserted. TFear and panic had
apparently taken possession of everybody, confusion everywhere prevailinge A
few MeNe..essseaWere engaged in constructing barricades across the main streets
above and below the three or four blocks where the people were assembledssces

Indiens, in full wer paint and all the regalia of Indian warfaréeeecee
galloped hither and thither shouting the warwhoop_end firing off their guns
loaded with heavy, far-going bulletsscseeceh WOmaANs.ssssshad been killed and
fallen headlong onto the sidewalk, doubtless by a chance shot aimed at the
crowd by one of the savages. Such a condition of thingse......would have pro-
duced consternation in almost any communitye.

As our little squad of mounted men.....galloped up the main street....we
were received with shouts of welcomeiecese

(Deniel Ge) Shillock at once came up and suggested that we are omce ride
out, charge the Indians and .drive them fway.i.eee WOsesesseg2lloped oubecoses
toward the open country where the Indiens were most in evidenceeesse.. The
squad was et once deployed so as to present as formidable appearance as possi-
bleessethe commend to charge was given, and on we dashedess«s

While the line.....were too far apart for any dangers.....the Indiaens,
efter recklessly discherging their guns in our direction without doing any
damage, wheeled their horses and galloped ewaye.sssse

Undoubtedly had we followed them to their selected retreat some of our men
would have been ambushed or picked off from some point.of vantege. But Weeess
were content, having 'repulsed! the foe, to return to the town and aid in the
defense, should the attack be renewed,

Having been so successful, we were requested to take charge of affairs,
picket the place, and......take such precautionse....as we might consider beste...

It was now between four and vie o'clock in the afternoon of Tuesday, Aug-
ust 19+ A desultory attack was still in progress at the upper end of the village
where the deflenders had built a barricade across Minnesota Street. Another barrier
was under construction lower down on the seme street. These two barriers would
afford some measure of protection to the most densely built section of the town.

At once, Boardman was called into consultation with Henry A. Swift, Captein
Nix, Daniel G« Shillock, Sheriff Roos, and others, and it was decided to sed/another
message to Flendrau. The only road now left open was by the upper ferry, abreast

of the town but separated from the barricaded district by several blocks of open

grouides RRAPREET S e e R el et
1, Fmilie Pauli, with little Ida Behnke in her arms.




Sheriff Boardman, who had the best horse, promptly volunteered for this
dangerous missions Turning over his command to Horace Austin, he started at
once, and, though Indiens were watching him from & distance, and firing at him
occasionally, he gained the other bank without mishap and raced aways.

Not many savages had engaged in this first assault on New Ulm, end the
spirited resistance which they had met, and the careful preparations being made
for defense of the village, led them tec postpone further offensive operations
until they could throw more werriors into the efforts They had been repulsed

et every point of atteck, and at sunset they withdrew to a distance.

A few minutes after the Indiens had left, a lpne horsemen was seen

recing at full speed over the prairie ridge just back of town, crouching low

in a hail of bullets from the guns of Indians who lay concealed behind the ridge.
His horse was shot from under him a short distance out, but he menaged to reach
the barricade uninjurede.

The fugitive proved to be Ralph Thomas, one of a party of seventeen men
who had left New Ulm that morning to reconnoiter. They had spent the day in the
country along the Cottonwood River, he reported, and had been ambushed on their
return tripe The Indians had opened fire on the closely bunched party as they
were crossing the slough at the foot of the bluff west of town, and fully two~
thirds of their number had been killed.

It is a strange fact that, except for the rosters of the Nicollet County
organizetions which came to the relief of New Ulm, no records have been preserved
of the names of the persons who met that first attack, on August 19, 1862, Indi-
vidual nemes appear only in the casualty list, or in connection with some parti-
cular assignement or exploits The rosters of the Nicollet and Boardmen compan-
ies, as reported at the time of their arrival at New Ulm on August 19, sre given

belows




Captain Bean's Nicollet Company

Captein A. Me Bean; first lieutenant, C. A. Stein; second lieutenant,

Coffine

Caywood, Hiram Otto, Henry

Corey,Ee. G. Parker, James

Dickenson, Merrick Thompson, T. B.

Freind, Andrew Wetherell, Charles

Hughes, James Williams, Griffith

Kennedy, Franeis Williams, Thomas

Otto, Frederick

The Boardman Compeny

Austin, Horace Moore, Je. K.

Bean, P. M. Pateh, lewis

Birdsal, I. Snyder, James H.

Boardmen, L. . Stelzer, Jacob

Buell, Salmon A. Stelzer, R. N.

Dorrington, John K. Tomlinson, R. N.

Horner, Jemes : Irogden, J. B.

Martindale, Leander Wilkinson, William

Pe Mo Bean, who came to New Ulm with the Boardman company, transferred
to the Nicollet company soon after his arrival, in order to be with his father,
who was the captain of that unite

Killed during the first attack were August Riemann, Henry Beumler, Edward
Baumler, Emilie Pauli (a young girl who was shot while carrying one of the Behnk
children across the street from the Dakota Hotel to the Erd Building)1 and ‘two
small children, ome of whom was tomehawked. MNrs. Edward Beumler, Jacob Nix,

Julius Guetling, John Peller, August Westphal, Jacob Heeberle, and Ferdinand

Krause were wounded, the two last-nemed later dying of their injuries.
Flandreu Reaches New Ulm

Swift's message, reaching Flandrau after he had started to move his com-
peny westward from St. Peter, convinced him that New Ulm, not Fort Ridgely,
should be his destination. At about ten o'clock that same evening he brought

his volunteers into the barricaded village, The citizens and refugees took

l. Ceptain Nix is supposed to have lost his ring finger by this same bullet.
Folwell, History of Minnesota, 11:363.




heart with the arrival of this considerable body of reinforcements. Guards
were stationed at strategic points about the towmn, and the people felt a sense
of security such as they had not experienced for many hourse

The next day, August 20, the officers of all organizetions then in the
village unanimously elected Flandrau as their commander-in-chief. The action
was not based on any supposition that the pioneer judge had had military ex=

: IKnsrolid g t‘j ]
perience, or possessed any specla%ﬁsévaﬁe warfare.s It was just an expression
of general esteem, and of the confidence the frontiersmen had in his leadership.

The newly chosen commander-in-chief at once proceeded to create a work-
able organization. William B. Dodd, the ranking lieutenant of the St. Peter
company, was,named field cammander, and S. A. George, a young man who had seen
brief service in the Union Army end had joined the frontier defenders at St
Peter, was chosen adjutant.

Buell, from whose reminiscenses much of this carrative is taken, and who
had seen service in the navy, was made chief of staff, provost ma?shal and
general manager. Later, when Flandrau received his commission as colonel, he
issued commissions to George and Buell as lieutenant and captain, respectively,

their rank to date from August 20.

" General manager" is a curious title to make its appearance on a military

1 ] (fi't"/
rosters The general managerts function, as seen by Flandrau, was to prog%ee a

combined commissary and quartermaster services. He appointed Henry A. Swift,
William G. Hayden, John Ces Randolph, Daniel Ge. Shillock, George Doshne, Jacob
Pfenninger, J. He Vajen, and several others to assist Buell. These men provided
an efficient service of supply during the entire siege. They established order
in the restricted space crowded with troops, townspeople, and refugees, they
provided housing and bedding, and arranged for and secured commissary and ord-

ngnce storess

Preparation for defense was being pushed under the supervision of Captein




Dodd, every worker spurred to the utmost by a general belief that the
Winnebaegoes were about to join the Sioux in a general uprisings These Indians
woere capable of throwing some 400 well-armed braves into the battile.

Flandrau correctly decided that New Ulm was the most advantageous advance
post available. Except for Fort Ridgely, it was closer to the hostile Sioux
camps than was any other white settlement, and Ridgely, at that time, was un-
fortified and scantily garrisoneds Also, the fort lay on the wrong side of the
river, inaccessible to most of the people seeking refuge, and it was incapable
of sheltering and feeding any large addition to its 1ittle garrison.

Manketo, thirty miles away, was too distant, as was St. Peter. To hold
New Ulm was to defend everything to the east, and allow state and federal au-

thorities time to mobilize an adequate protecting ‘forcee
CHAPTER IX
Savage Warfare

Arrival of Flandrau's band Tuesday night had augmented the New Ulm
garrison by about 130 men.t With the arrival on Wednesday of other reinforce-
ments from Mankato,St. Peter, South Bend, and Le Sueur, steps were taken to re-

organize the available manpower, strengthen the defenses, and provision' the

troops and refugees. A second and fiercer attack was regarded as certain.

Under Flandrau's direction, new companies were formed for New Ulm and its neigh-
boring townships, the Mankato and St. Peter units were strengthed by the addi-
tion of refugees from their respective counties, and martial law was invoked
to enforce order and discipline.

On Thursday all but a few members of the South Bend company left to re=-
turn to their homes. Persistent rumors that the Wimmebagoes were about to join

the Sioux greatly disturbed these men, for the Winnebago reservation was not far

l. See Appendix, "New Ulm's Defenders."




from South Bend, where they had left their families almost defenseless. The
loss of these seventy men was keenly felt by those who remained, though of
course nobody blamed them for returning to look after their own familiess

Aside from this setback, enrollment continued to increase until by Sat=
urday the fighting strength of the beleaguered village had risen to well over
800 men. These were distributed among the various organizations as follows:

The New Ulm Company. Captain, John Bellm; lieutenants, Anton Zieher,
Anton Gral; sergeants, Herman Herrendoerfer, Heinrich Christophel, Julius T.
Brunck, John Spenner, August Schell; corporals, Jacob Musller, George Jacobs,
Charles Wagner, German Friton, John Hauenstein, Louis Theobald, John C. Toberer,

These officers and non=commissioned officers were in command of an enlisted
personnel of 119 men.

The Cottomwood Company. Captain, William Winkelmann; lisutenants, John
Menderfeld, Jacob Brust; sergeant, Charles Grefes There were fifty enlisted
men in this outfite.

The Sigel Company. Captain, Louis Buggert; lieutenants, Herman Plath,
Bernard Beumgartner; sergeants, Ernst Brandt, William Roehl; corporal, Christian
Krambeer. Forty-nine enlisted men.

The Milford Company. Ceptain, Frederick Meile; lieutenants, John Seiler,

Henry Eckstein. Fifty-three enlisted men.

The Lafayette Company. Lieutenant, Fidel Diepolder; sergeants, Mathias
Inmp, Frederick Fritsche; corporal, Charles Frank. Thirty=-three enlisted men.

The Mankato Company. Captain, William Bierbauer; lisutenants, John F,
Maegher, denry Ruegge; sergeants, James Shoemaker, J.C. Haupt, Henry Vahle,
Samuel Ce Shaw, Leonard Johnson; corporals, Charles Heilbron, E. P. Freeman,
Peter Koost, Benjamin Stannard; surgeon, James R. McMahon. Eighty=-two enlisted

mens

The Leaverworth Company. Captain, Peter Mertell; lisutenant, Clark
Brown, Thirty=-two enlisted men.

The Ste. Peter Company. Captain, Charles E.Flandrau; lisutenants,
William B, Dodd, Wolfl H. Meyer; sergeants, G.A. Stark, Miron Woodwsrd, Charles
Staacke, Fred Lange, Pe.S.Gardner; corporals, William Lawler, Fr. Gegler, John
Dohren, Williem Lehr. This organization contained 170 enlisted men, and after
its arrival at New Ulm Captain Charles E. Flandreau was made commander=in-chisf
of all the forces, and lLieutenant Dodd was chosen as his chiaf gide. This action
elevated Wolf He Meyer to the captaincy of the St. Peter Company, and William
Huey was made a lisutenant. Major Flandrau, as he was now called, appointed
Selmon A Buell as provost mershall, with the rank of captaine

The LeSueur Tigers Noe 1. Captain, William Dellaughter; lisutenants, A.
M. Edwards, Jacob Frank; sergeans, Charles Schoffler, Isasc Allen, Holman
Morrill, Benjemin Birdsall, and a man named Stowbeck; corporals, James Foland,




George Hunt, Judson Cogswell, Benjamin Cosby, Henry Birdemthal, Henry Cremour,
Ce P. Nason, Sebastion Groshans. Seventy-eight enlisted men.

The LeSueur Tigers No. 2. Captein E. Ce Sanders} lieutenants, George
W. Stewart, George Plowman; sergeants, JeB. Swan, O0.B.Smith, John A. Pfarr,
He We Moendenhall, William Maloney; corporals, James Doherty, Henry Kinsey, dJe
Reed, Thomes Hazzard, E. Te Jones, Ae Horrisberger, M. M. Hynson, W. He
Hazzard. Thirtv=six enlisted men.

The Nicollet Company. Captain, A. M. Bean; lisutenants, C. Ae Stein,
Sammel Coffine Fourteen enlisted men.

Thus it will be seen that there were at least six distinet organizations
from outside Brown County ready to engagse in the defense of New Ulm during the

second ettack, which was now about to break,
A Natural Leader

Toward sunset on Wednesday, Flendrau had succeeded in organizing the
defenses. His force was made up almost entirely of inexperienced volunteers,
confronted by a greatly superior foe, At the time, Flandrau himself had no
commission, nor official military authority of any sort, and no member of the
garrison had signed enlistment papers or taken any oath of obedience to his

commandss Discipline, nevertheless, was complete, and his orders were obeyed
P 8 :

without hes%'tation.

On Thursday, August 21, Flandrau sent a small detachment out to the west-
ward to reconnoiter for savages, bury any dead that they might find, and search
out and bring to safety the wounded and defenseless. This party ranged tle
country for eight or ten miles and buried several murdered settlers, but returned
at night without any news of the enemy.

Later that evening a report reached headquarters that thirteen whites were
hiding in a slough in the ILeavemworth neighborhood, about fifteen miles to the
weste Early the next morning, Flandrau sent another detail to the rescus, a
stronger force than the first, numbering about 150 men. One-third were mounted

and the remainder in wagons, in which they expected to bring back the old peopls,




the children, and the sick and wounded. Captain George M. Touslsy, Le Sueur
County sheriff, was in command of the outfit,

A number of murdered people were buried on this trip, and after an ex-
haustive search, the hiding place of the thirteen frightened fugitives was dis-

coverede All were brought to New Ulm, though one man was so badly wounded tht

he died shortly after arrival.l Major Buell gives a vivid account of this de=

tachmentts night marchs

During the afternoon we heard heavy firing, like the booming of cannon,
in the direction of Fort Ridgely, but we had seen no Indians. On the return
trip, however, which started towards dusk, we observed what some of the more
experienced frontiersmen in the party claimed to be Indian signals along the
road which we had teken in coming out of New Ulm, and which, in their opinion,
indicated the possibility of an ambush if we attempted to return by the same
road. Captain Tousley thereupon held a consultation with men of judgment in
his command, particularly with some whose experience had given them a know=-
ledge of Indian tactics. Among these was Docto Asa W. Daniels of St. Peter,
who hed served as the govermment physician for the Lower Sioux at the agency,
where the outbreak started on the 18th.

As a result of this consultation, Captain Tousley very properly determined
to return to New Ulm with all possible haste, but by another and more northerly
route, to reach which he would have to march several miles across the open
prairie, thus extending the time originally allotted to such return by several
hours. A good guide was in the party, and the march from one road to the
other was made after dark. The mounted men were kept well out in front end
rear, and on each flank, in order to give opportunity in case of attack to
meke a corral with the wagons, within which the mounted men, and even their
horses if found advisable, could be brought, thus forming a barrier from be-
hind which the footmen and dismounted horsemen could be most efficient in
defenses ;

It was a nerve-racking march, and all the more so for Captain Tousley, be=
cause he was far from well. He knew that Colonel Flandreu expected his return
without fail that night, for the absence of such a large force greatly weaken-
ed the possibility of successful defense of the town in the event of an attack,
and Tousley was not of the kind to disobey an order., Yet & march at night
across a trackless prairie, necessarily resulting in some confusion, and the
possibility that the night-signals which we were seeing all the time were in-
tended for a body of Indians along the very roed we were seeking, presented
problems difficult even for trained troups, let alone an improvised body such
as was under his command. As stated, Captain Tousley was not at all well;
nevertheless he remained on horseback and in command longer, possibly, then a
due regard for himself requirede. In fact it was not until late in the evening
that he consented to dismount, get into a wagon, and relinquish the command to
a juniore

In spite of all anxieties and fears, however, the expedition arrived safely
at New Ulm about midnight, mich to the relief of Colonel Flandrau, who felt all
the while the very great risk he was taking in so greatly depleting the

1. Neill (Eist, Mimn. Valley, 209-210) says this was & woman, the aged Mrs.
Van Guilder, whose arm was broken by a shot fired through her windows




defensive force of the town in order to rescue those thirteen refugeess

That Friday, as he afterwards seid, was the most trying day, up to that time,
he had ever experienced, but he could not harbor for a moment the idea of
abandoning those thirteen unfortunates to their fate, although military
necessity might have justified such a course in the minds of some commanders.
At the time, late Friday night, the defenders, inecluding the returned Tousley
expedition, numbered about 325. Of these, the majority were poorly armed,
and only a few were mounted. To be protected by these were in the town fully
1500 women, children and defenseless mene.

The Issue Joined

Early on Saturday, August 23, columns of smoke, as from burning stacks
or buildings, appeared in the direction of Fort Ridgely. These multiplied
and spread rapidly until the pall reached well into the township of Lafayettee.
Colonel Flandrau concluded from this that Fort Ridgely had fallen, and that the
victorious savages were now moving in considerable numbers down both sides of
the river, to join forces in an attack on New Ulme It seemed wise to make a
recomaisance across the Minnesota, and for this purpose he sent out a force
sufficiently strong to check any Indians that might be advancing. ILieutenant
Williem Huey of Traverse des Sioux led the detachment, about 75 of the best=-
armed men in Flandrau's command.

Huey was under instructions to scout carefully the territory about the
ferry before crossing, and at all costs to guard the opposite approach after
landinge If he met a superior force, he was to return at once; if permitted to
make his reconnaisance ummolested, he was expected back in a few hours,

The detachment crossed at the lower ferry, and marched into Lafayette

Epwnship as far as the Rautenburg and Schilling farms, at which point their at-

-

tention was attracted by the sound of firing in their rears Convinced that an
attack upon New Ulm was actually in progress, they returned hestily to the ferry,
only to discover that they were effectively cut off from the town. The Indians
were in full possession of the landing on the opposite side.

Teking cover in the timber which skirted the road, the men made an un-




successful attempt to dislodge the snemy. Finally, after one man had been
killed and another wounded, Lieutenant Huey ordered a retreat along the road
leading to Nicollet. Near that village, toward evening, they met Captain E.
§t. Julien Cox with a relief company on its way to New Ulme. Cox's outfit was
composed of volunteers from Sibley, Nicollet and Le Sueur counties, and he was
under orders from Colonel Sibley te report to Flandrau.

The commands of Huey and Cox camped together at Nicollet and marched to
the Redstone Ferry early Sunday morning, but were unable &t once to cross to
the village, because the Sioux had cut the boat adrift. While the craft was on
the Nicollet side, it had drifted downstream end could not be broughl back to the
road without great deley and danger. However, the officers were aware that with-
out their men, Colonel Flandrau had less than 250 troops with which to meet the
attackers, so they set resolutely to work putting the ferry back in carmission.

The upper ferry was out of the question, as its approaches were visible
for miles, and the Indians could have rendered it useless long before they
could reach ite

They succeeded in getting the boat back to its regular moorings, and

crossed without interference, but not until nearly noon. In the meantime

Colonel Flandrau hed been carrying on with his depleted force.

CHAPTER X
The Second Attack

Shortly after Lieutenant Huey's detachment had crossed the river, great
numbers of Indians began to appear in the west end of town. They came down &
road which led from the west to an opening in a high, wooded bluff edging that
side of the townsite and comnected with a causeway across the marshe. As they

scattered to take cover in the tall grass of the marsh area, they were in plein




Volunteers, covered by the guns of their comrades, ran crouchingly from
house to house setting the fires. Soon the persistent attack waes forcing the
whites to leave their outer line of defense, one building after another, but
each one was fired as it was abandoned. Thus the open space between defenders
and attackers constantly widened.

Headed by Be. Ge Coffin of Menkato, sixteen better-than-averasge marksmen
were stationed in the windmill on State Street, between Center and First South
Streets, and another group under the leadership of Henry A Swift occupied the
brick post office on the west side of Broadway, opposite the rear of the Dakota
Housee A brisk fire by these snipers did much to hold the savages at bay in the
upper part of town.

Around noon, Captain Dodd, mistaking a body of mounted Indians for rein=
forcements, rode out to meet them and was led into an ambush and shot from his
horsee The snimal regained the lines, but died in e few mimites; +the footsoldiers
who had followed Dodd, realizing that they had been tricked, retreated to safety.
Daring comrades rushed out and brought in the wounded officer, but he died a few
hours latere.

The fall of Captein Dodd appeared to encourage the Sioux, and their attack
increased in intensity. Colonel Flandrau mede a desperate sally with sixty men

on foot and forced twice that number of savages beck f rom the barricades, scatter-

ing them over the prairie in wild disorder. Several white casualties, two of

which were fatel, were incurred in this sortie, and the death of one of the at-
teackers disclosed the presence of the only renegade known to have cast his lot
against the whites. George Provensalls, sonf of the old Traverse des Sioux
trade, Louis Provensalle, was killed, fighting with the Indians. His body was

found behind a woodpile just within the first line of defense.




view, and men with field glasses on some of the highest buildings counted them
as they poured through the gap. Estimates varied between 650 and 800 well-armed
warriors.

Colonel Flandrau immediately threw out mounted skirmishers toward the
mersh, under the command of Captein Dodd, who placed his men well down the in-
cline that lay between the enemy and the town. The Indians began firing at once
from their cover, but the range was too great for effective shooting, while the
Sioux apparently were not yet ready for a general advence.

The delay was utilized by Colonel Flandrau in forming his mein line of

defense. He directed Captain Dodd to dispose this line behind the mounted

skirmishers, taking advantage of the natural formetion of the ground for conceal-
mente The terrain was such that footsoldiers properly placed there could not be
seen until the enemy should advence a long wey up the incline.

At about ten o'clock in the forenocon, Little Crow's braves left the
marsh and began a slow advance up the prairie slope. They came on in a strong
line, its flenks curved forward, as if to envelop the village, and the white
horsemen were driven in by their brisk fire., Reaching the main defense, the
laetter dismounted and prepared to stand with their comrades.

The Sioux held their formation until the defenders were within sight, then
rushed forward with a blood-curdling warwhoop, firing as they ran. Their hail of
lead was too severe to be withstood, and after answering it until their comrades
began to fall, the white line gave way in disorder and retreated into the out-
skirts of town.

The howling savages followed until they reached the edge of the built-up
area, then turned into the buildings. The retreating white men had passed these
outer structures, and Colonel Flandrau and his aides quickly rallied them into
buildings deeper within the town. He then ordered that all buildings outlying

those occupied by the defenders be put to the torch.




The Sevage Morale Shaken

Near the spot where Flandrau made his bold charge, the defense line
formed a right angle. On one side of this angle,and fronting the main street,
was a large frame house behind which the lot fell abruptly to a lower bench of
land. On the other side, on a fenced lot, & smaller house faced & cross street.

Large numbers of Indians were observed crawling up the slope toward this
angle, apparently sheltered by the "draw" from rifle fire from either house.
They were gathering in force behind a number of large sa&logs which lay in the
open spece, and could be dislodged only by another dash into the open.

Flandrau caused straw bedticks in the larger house to be saturated with
kerosene and set afires. Soon the building wes in flames. Dense smoke poured
from the windows, and behind its screen the colomel hastily organized his sally
party. Suddenly he saw a white man, apparently from the smaller house, rush out
through the gate. He fell almost as soon as he reached the street, evidently
shot by Indiens stationed just below the upper edge of the slopes Instantly
Flandray/£erceived that to feint in that apparently well-wetched area would
distract attention from his main attacking partye Accordingly he sent an

officer and three men to rescue the fallen man, who still showed signs of life.

As the rescue squad rushed out of the smoke, toward the front of the

fenced lot, the Indians at its rear saw them and hurried at once to that rim of

the slope. This was Flandreu's cue, Quickly he broke cover and threw his whole
force into the open space between the two lots. The surprise was complete, and
the Indians were dismayed at finding themselves under irresistible pressure, rear
and flank. They could gein no cover from the sawlogs now, and panic ensued. Such
as had not been killed or wounded broke and ran for other cover. The white res=
cue squad brought their comrade in under fire with no further mishap than a ball
through the shoulder of one member, though the Sioux had been firing at a distance

of only a few yards.




This rout prectically ended the fighting for that day, the fire of the
enemy gradually slackening until sundown, when it ceased entirelye. Casualties
among the whites had been comparatively heavy and improvised hospitals in the
Dakoteh House and the Crone Building were crowded. There Doctors William Mayo,
Charles Weschcke, A. W. Daniels, Otis Ayer and James R. McMehon toiled unceas-
ingly over the wounded. Everybody was tired and worn, glad of the opportunity
to rest and eate Iunch, carried to the various points of defense, had been the
only refreshment since breakfast, and fighting had been hot and contimous for
fully eight hours.

During the conflict the fross streets leading to the river had been
largely exposed to the fire of the Indiens located on the elevated bench of land
Just behind the business district. As yet, there was no protection at the inter=
sections, but in the late afternoon and early evening Flandrau caused barricades
to be erected at all exposed points encircling the central part of town. This

action was made more effective by burning all buildings which still stood outside

this area, this eliminating enemy cover.1

Awaiting a New Attack.

The Sioux had withdraewn out of gunshot, but the defenders were apprehen=-
sive of a rensewal of the attack on the following morning. Indians still sur=-
rounded the village, baffled, end therefore fiercer than ever, and meny, among
whom wes the commanding officer himself, believed that the Winnebagoes would join
in the attack on Sunday.

All that night the whife men slept on their arms close to the barricades.
Flandreu, though, and his officers and assistants, could spare no time for sleep.
There were too many things to be done, too many plans to be made. Their respon-

sibility was great, and the means for meeting it meagre: a few crudely constructed

l. In all 190 structures were burned, by Indians and defenders. Folwell,
History of Minmesota, Vol. IT: 142.




breastworks and about 190 poorly armed men, brave still, but weary, and some

of them dishearteneds This remnant of the wholly inadequate force with which
Flandrau had gone into battle the day before had to be cheered and admonished
and instructedes "If those Indiens get these women and children and defenseless
men," he told Salmon As Buell during that anxious night watch, "any one in re-
sponsibility here who escapes camnot live in this community."

The expected attack did not materialize at dawn, howsver, and when it did
come a few hours later it was carried out with diminished forces., The white men
felt great relief at this indication that the Wimnebagoes had not joined in the
uprising, andthat even the Sioux had withdrawm meany of their warriors,

As Sunday's battle progressed, the point of attack was gradually shifted

toward the north end of town, and it soon became epparent thet the Sioux had

given up hope of conquering the village, and were concerned now only with loot.
Holding the defenders under siege in the center of town, they ransacked and
plundered its outskirts,

Around noon the commands of Captain Cox and Lieutenant Huey marched into
town elong the Redstone ferry road, and shortly afterward the Indians withdrew

with what plunder they had been able to accumlatee.
Sorrows in Victory.

Because of threatened sickness and shortage of provisions, it was decided
that the town should be evacuated the following day, and all eivilians moved to
Ste Peter. It was necessary to go by way of Mankato, as the Minnesota was not
bridged, while there was a bridge over the Cottonmwood on the Mankato road. Before
noon on Monday, August 25, the column of refugees got under way.

It was a sad caraven--more than 1,500 wretched people, in wagonsl and on

foot, horror-stricken, dazed by the disaster that had befallen them. Many were

l. There were 153 wagons, nearly 1,500 wﬁmen, small children, sick and wounded.
Folwell, History of Minnesota, II: 144.




sick, and about eighty wounded; many had left or lost all save the little they
could carry with them; there were many whose nearest and dearest had been
butchered and lay where death overtook them,l and many who knew that they had
friends or relatives now in captivity among the Indianse

Flandrau took personal charge of the column until toward evening when
the Crisp farm, near Judson, was reached. There he sent it forward under the
escort of Captain Cox's company while he remained behind with 150 men to guard
its rears His purpose was to make certain of the safe arrival of thess peopls
at Mankato, and then to return to New Ulm and endeavor tohold that place as an
advance post of defense for the settlements to the east and southeasts. Fortu-
nately the need for such further defense never developed.

The casualties sustained among the fighting forces defending New Ulm
during the battle of Saturday, August 23, are listed by companies as follows:

The New Ulm Compeny=--Killed: G. We Otto Barth, Jacob Castor, William
England, Julius Carl Kirschstein, Mathias Meyer, August Roepke, Leopold Sentske.
Charles Michaelis was mortally wounded, dying soon after'escccsssccsssssscsessd

Wounded who surviveds Ludwig Fay, Richard Fischer, William Guetling,

George Guetlich, Florian Hess, Joseph Hartneck, Eberhart Hermann, Daniel

Shilloclc.l.lll..l.“...........l"...".'l"-.."I.Ill..ll.l.ll..l.l‘...l.l..B

The Cottonwood Company--Killed‘ Max H&&Ok..-..---..-.......-.........1
wounded: Friedrich ]ms, Carl Lauel‘.to---oo--------...-..----o--.-..cz

The Sigel Company--Killed: Captain Louis Buggertecesesccccsscsscscsssl
Wounded: Willigm Baumgartner, Hubert Hillesheim, Joseph Billesheime.e3

Falally worvieded ! :

ale wonteded !

The Milford COmpany—Jﬁiiibéé\ jbhn ﬁrueger, Sr. (lived till

fOllCWing Junaﬁv.l..I!"llCill.lll.'Illi.ll-...b.-".’-.‘..'ivlllllliitll.l'.l
Wounded: Ferdinand Puengel, Henry KattmamMeeeeceosesccscsccccocsssscel

The Mankato Company--Killed: Newell Houghton, William Nicholson,
Benton FbeEiouo--vc-oavoo---anc-ooctn-ooo..-o--o-o|oonc-cooc-cuooo-ccn---nccz

Wounded: George Andrew, Patrick Burns, John Fassatt, Theodore
PIEToY,. JARN PrOWREE .. vanse vondantionss s bt enond st viesssesoveviscssobsssaeel

Eye lLeavenworth Company--Killed: Eli Van Guilder (lived few days)esssl
Wbunded: Demnis Demﬁrs, Hiram Buck..!.'Oll!llltllllbool.‘.l00-00.'0.'2

The St. Peter Compeny--Killed: Captain William B. Dedd, Jerry Quanse,
John Summers, Rufus Huggins, (latter two lived & fow dayS)ecscesccesrasrasacsd
Wounded:; Edward Andres, W. Ce Essler, William Hanghorst, George lMoser.é
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Le Sueur Tigers No. l--Killeg} Lieutenant A< M. Edwards, William

LUS]C\J, LuEemSmi'bhson (live'd-short time)..-..-..........-.........o-..........f)
7;‘!0und6d|‘JOhn Smi'th eesess s ss TR RO REE YR Y TR R E R R N R N NN
Le Sueur Tigersvﬂgi_g—-Killed: Sergeant William Maloney, M. Ahern,

vr. Kulp.t.-!itivttoocoltnllIOIQODII.t.!'...OUO.QQIOQOOIOQ"I"'.'....llllll'ls

Wounded: Captain E.Ce Sanders, Corporal Thomes HezzZardessssescscccscs

CHAPTER XI
Aftermath of Ware

Hew Ulm was done with fighting Indians, but the village was a scene of
desolation after the exodus of August 25, 1862. William Ge Hayden describes
ﬁhe appearance of the place in his "Recollections," printed in the Brown CEEEEX
Journal of August 24, 1937;:

After the party had marched out of town (referring to the evacuation) we
drove through the streets and about the buildings left standing. The sight
was a sad one. GCraves had been dug on vacant lots where those killed in the
fight had been buried; the streets were strewn with goods of all descriptions
which the inhabitants had atbempted to destroy or render useless, determined
that nothing should be left of value to the Indianss Thus of what had been
a few days before a pretty village, containing homes for about fifteen hundred
people, there was left only a mass of torn shrubbery and fire=blackened ruins,
nothing of the village being left standing except the stores and hotel on the
mein street and a few other buildings that stood inside the barricaded districte

The pioneers of Brown County had suffered much, and they had gone away in

grief and discouragement. Mourning for their dead, stripped of their domestic

possessions end their means of livelihood, deprived even of the shelter of the

roofs they had raised, there was little to call them backs New Ulm families
were scattered, to find sanctuary in St. Paul, St. Peter, Henderson, lMankato,
Le Sueur, and elsewhere in the less disturbed area, among relatives and sympa-
thetic friends. Some went back to their former homes in Ohio and Illinoise

b
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But the white pioneer was(; stubborn creature, not easily discouraged or
N

uprooted from a hard won frontiere The citizens of New Ulm gradually composed

themselves, and with the restoration of order in Brown County they began 46




to drift back home.1

General Sibley administered a final defeat to the Sioux at Wood Lake,2
U+ ‘{11__/
and, in 1863, they, together with their cousins, the Winnebagoes, had.-been
removed from the state. Little Crow, the chief instigator of hostilities

against the whites, had been shot to death in the same year, near Hutchinson,

by Cheuncy Lampson, a farmer. There was no reason why the business of pioneer-

ing should not go forward againe True, Sibley's army had required for its sub=-

sistence nearly all the food, forage crops, and cattle lef't by the Indians; but
the settlers were accustomed to frugal fare, and they were prepared to get
along on very little.

In his final report as government agent for the Sioux of Minnesoba, dated
Jamuary 27, 1863, Major Thomas Je. Galbraith says of the conditions that greeted
the repatriated settlers;

«+«The real value of the property destroyed or abandoned as the immediate
rosult of the raid, has not yet been ascertained, nor, indeed, can it be for
some time to come; but I believe I very nearly approximate the truth when T
set it down at two millions of dollars; and this does not include the losses
on the reservations of Indian trust propertyeec.e

On the upper reservation all the dwelling houses except two Indian cabins,
the stores, mills, shops, and other buildings, with their contents, and the
tools, implements and utensils, were either destroyed or rendered uselesss I
place the loss sustained on this reservation at the sum of $425,000.

On the lower reservation the stores, warehouses, shops, and dwellings of
the employes, with their contents, were destroyed entirely, as were also most
of the implements and utensils and about eight Indian houses, worth, I believs,
in the neighborhood of §5,000. The mills and all the rest of the Indian
dwellings were left comparatively unharmed. The new stone warehouse, although
burned out as far as it could be, needs only an expenditure of a few hundred

The refugee populations of nineteen counties had not returned to their homes
up to November, 1863. In remaining counties and parts of counties less than
one=half of the people had returned in the winter and summer of 1863. (laims
for Depredations by Sioux Indians, 8, 16 (serial 1189)

The military power of the Sioux was shattered at Wood lLake on September 23,
and three days later their 269 white captives were delivered to Sibley at
Camp Release, while hundreds of Indians surrendered and gave up their arms. Of
these, 303 were condemmed to death and nsarly a score of others sentenced to
prison for participation in the outrages perpetrated between August 18 and
September 28. President Lincoln confirmed the death decree in only 39 cases.
however, and one of thess was later commuited. The 38 condemned Sioux were
henged simultaneously on a single scaffold in Mankato on December 26, 1862.




dollars to make it as good as ever. I put this loss at $375,000s If, how=-
ever, no attention is paid to the standing and uninjured houses and mills,
they, too, may be counted as destroyed=--lost to all practical purposes=-as

I feel almost certain that such will be the case, I therefore estimate the
entire loss at the Lower Agency, in bulldings, goods, stock, lumber, supplies,
fences, and crops, at not less than $600,000. Thus on the reservations alone
we find a direct loss of about $1,000,000, including crops,” and most of this
must be charged to the account of the United States, as trustee for the Ind-
ianse Indeed, I very much doubt whether a million dollars will cover the loss.

It is impossible to form an accurate estimate of the amount of crops on
the reservation when General Sibley's command first crossed the Minnesotea
River on the 19th day of Septembere I think it perfectly safe to state that
at least one-third of the corn and more than three-fourths of the potatoes
remained at that time. On that day General Sibley had at least 1,450 rank and
file, besides his teamsters and camp followers, who numbered not less than 150
men, and he must have had at least 250 horses. After the battle of Wood lake
he was reinforced, on the 25th of September, by not less than one hundred men,
with their trensportation teams, and from that time on "mounted men," each one
riding a horse and leading another, in companies, began to trail in, until by
the time he left Camp Release, he must have had connected with his expedition
not less than 2,200 men and 600 horses. During his stay on the reservation,
from the 19th of September to the 9th of November, it is safe to say thet he
had, on an average, not less than 1,800 men and 350 horses. In addition to
these the cemp of Indian prisoners which was taken on the 25th of September,
numbered, on an average, fully 1,700 persons, with about one hundred yoke of
oxen and twenty-five ponies and horses. All these remained on the reservation
until the Sth of November,

How much all these men, women, children, horses, oxen and ponies consumed
in those fifty days I do not knowe Ieees.eoassert that more than one-half of
the actual subsistence of this army of soldiers and camp followers came from
the reservation plantingseses.cesdll the property taken possession of by Gen-
eral Sibley was needed by his command to such an extent that he had to take
it or allow his men to suffer....e.

For a long time I have endeavored to secure an acourate asccount of the
number of those killed and missing since the uprisinge Up to this time,
strange as it may seem, I am only able to furnish an approximate estimate of
the number. I believe the following will prove very nearly correct:

Citizens massacred-=In Renville County and reservations, 2213 in Dakota
Territory, including Big Stone Leke, 323 in Brown County, including Lake Shetek,
204; in other frontier counties, 187. Total 644.

Soldiers killed in action--0f Captain Marsh's command at Lower Sioux
ferry,24; at Fort Ridgely and New Ulm, 293 at Birch Coulie, 233 at Fort Aber=
crombie and other places, including Wood Lake, 17. Total 93,

Here then we have an aggregate of 737 persons who, I am convinced, have
been killed by the Indians. More there may be, andﬂfﬁink there are. I con-
fine myself to the facts I have.eesess %

The Sioux had been ruthless. Brown County's rich farm lands were a vast

R
tract of stripped fields, New Ulm largely a desolate ruin. But effféggh% measures

of protection were established by the military department, and the old settlers

drifted back-=this time well armed and better prepared for emergencies. Camps of
l. In 1864 Congress allowed demages of $1,370,374 to 2,635 claimants,




govermment scouts were set up at various strategic points, giving confidence

and encouragement to those who once more entered upon the development of the

arede

The work of rebuilding was prosecuted with energy, and affairs resumed
their normal course. New comers followed the returming pioneers to add their
labors in reconstruction, and the white man again ruled the valley of the Minne=
sotas A number of the merchants of New Ulm never returned, but others stepped
into their places and trade prospered with the passage of time. After the close
of the Civil Wer this assumed large proportions, and many durable and handsome
buildings rose to hide the scars of conflict and wentonness. New Ulm was
growing again, and with the increase in population everything began to flourish

as of olde




APPERDIX
‘Frederick Beinhorn's Account of the Inception of New Ulm, Minnesota*

Serawled with & lead pencil, in German text, Frederick Beinhorn's account
of the birth of the Chicago Land Society is a treasured possession of the New Ulm
Historical Museume The translation is by Martin J., Eyrich, and is here somewhat
abridged, the complete text being available at the Museum:

In September, 1852, I landed in New Yorkese.. I had intended going to Iowa,
however, to meet a few friends and join with them in establishing a colony, and
I left New York with Mr. Westermann's best wishes, EWestennann was a bookseller
to whom he had been recammended).

I purchased a ticket to Milwaukee e.eefor $7.00, arriving thers....ten days
later..+esl stopped at the Republic Hoteleses

The only means of travel between Milwaukee and Iowa in those days was by
team, and, as winter was approaching, I decided to remein in Milwaukee until
springs, I wrote to my Iowa friends, who replied that the founding of a colony
would not be as easy a matter as we had pictured it while we were still in
Brunswick (Braunschweig, Germany)es.sthen came a spell of intermittent fever,
which lasted a few weeks...«By the time I had recovered, it was spring, andesss
my funds had come to an ende

Hewing heard that business conditions were better in Chicagoss..l boarded
a steamboatesssand found employment soon after I landed there.

As I could not speak EnglishesesI looked around for a teachere With the
help of my friemnd, F. Metzke, I found g tutor in the person of Mr. Fach. He
offered to give me instruction, provided I could induce several other students
to join with mee In a few days the desired number were enrolled....After classes
we usually remained together and chatted about our work and discussed the plans
for making additional progresss. Those comprising the class, besides myself, were
Metzke, Pfeiffer, Schulz, Kleinknecht and Conradye.

I told them how I had come to America for the purpose of establishing a
colony somewhere in the middle west, and how I had found that the venture was by
no means the easy undertaking I had imagined it to be, because it required the
one thing I did not possessr--moneye I also told them I had another plan in
mind, and that was to buy a few sections of govermment land, establish a city,
plat it into lots and then put these lots on the markets. This latter idea seemed
to meet with.contemplative response from my listeners, and the more we discussed
it, the clearer it appeared to us that the scheme would prove successful,.

There were seven of us present, and when I proposed that we organize a
society to carry out the project, all of them expressed their approvals Each
one of us was to speak to his friends and acquaintances..eeand bring them to a
meeting which we were to hold at Fach's residencee..son the 7th of Auguste
Eighteen men attended this meetinge To them I agein explained the details of
my plan and once more suggested that we organize a societye The suggestion met
with cordial approval, and a presidemt, secretary, and treasursr were elected
as follows: President, Frederick Beinhorn; secretary, Fr. Metzke; treasurer,

J. Schwarze A committee of three was also appointed to meet with the officers
at Mr. Fach's home and draft a constitution, which was to be submitted to the
members the following Sundaye

* Mre Beinhorn, who was the originator of the idea which eventually developed
into the German colony in Brown County, died in 1500,




Wednesday evening, August 10th, the committee thus appointed met with the
officers at the Fach home and discussed the plan of organization, As a result
of our deliberation it was agreed that the following recommendations should be
embodied in the form of resolutions and submitted to the society's members for
approvals.

The name of the society was to be "The Chicago Lend Society."

Every person of good character, who agreed to abide by the constitution

should be eligible to membership.

The land which the company was to acquire must be a tract with ample
timber and must be located on a navigable rivers

An agent must be employed by the soclety to locate a suitable site for
the settlement.

Wihen surveyed and platted, sach member should be entitled to receive
twelve lots and nine acres of lande

Eech member should be required to pay monthly dues of ten cents to cover
running expenses.

When suitable land is found and the time comes for purchase, all members
must contribute equally toward the purchase price,.

After the land has been acquired, each member shall be entitled to select
a bullding site, providing he agrees to build at oncee.

After one year, every member shall give assurance that he will settle on
the townsite, or at least build a house thereon. _

A finencial secretary and a cashier were to be included in the list of
officers, the latter to receive all monies and turn them over to the treas-
Urere

Disbursements were only to be made after approvel of the sociesty's
memberse \

A comittee of seven members was to be elected by the society to super-

vise the affairs of the organization and to"¥eliberate with the officers.

' Resdlutions embodying the foregoing recommendations were submitted to
the society at the scheduled meeting on the 14th, and all of them were adopted
with the exception of the one relative to eligibility to membership.sseit was
resolved to exclude all attorneys and preachers from membership, in order to
avoid discord and a one-sided activity in the organization.s..Just before the
meeting adjourned the board of directors was authorized to have 500 copies of
the resolution printed and cireulated, and Mre. Fach was appointed as the
company's agente
: On the first Sunday in September, we.s.emarthed from West Randolph Street
[Faeh's home) to Turner Hall...eThe hall was crowded to capacityeesed large
number of prospective members applied for admission that eveninges..

The next meeting was held at Bergmann's place on West Randolph street.
Many new members were admitted, and the matter of membership dues was discussedesss
1 proposed, as a means of increasing our funds, that we arrange for a ball, to
be held sometime during the approaching winter, and charge each member $1.00 for
the privilege of attending the samee As we had nearly two hundred members at
that time, everyone realized the possibilities of my proposal, end it was adoptede
Agent Fach was instructed to rent North Market hall and to make provision for
music, food drinks, and admission cards. All other arrangements for the suc-
sessful handling of the event were to be entrusted to the board of directorse

eeselt was voted to hold the ball on February 17, 1854. The attendance
ssseWas larger than we anticipated, the net receipts being something over $300.
LA N & ]

sesed committee consisting of Beinhorn Ethe relatoﬂ, Assal, Hummelsheim,
Mueller and Voehringer, was then appointed to go out end search for an eligible
site, and after visiting many places, principally in Iowa, they returned to
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Chicago with the report that they had/not been able to find what they wanted.

A second committee, composed of Pfeigger and Messerschmidt, was sent to Minne-
sota, a large part of which had just been cpened to settlement, and they re=
ported that they had found good land in the neighborhood of Swan Lake. Three
members, Kiesling, Kleinknecht and Melzer, were sent out te corroborate this
good news, but on their return reported that they had chosen instead a very de=-
sirable site on the Minnesota river opposite a place called "Le Sueur." This
was in September, 1854. A few days later a small group of settlers began the
long trek which eventually resulted in the founding of New Ulm.

The officers and directors of the society at this time were President
Beinhorn, Vice~Fresident Hack, Recording Secretary Metzke, Financial Secretary
Lagemann, Treasurer Hummelsheim, and Directors Barbier, Amberg, Gens and Mueller.
The first treasurer, J. Schwarz, had been killed early in the year in a runaway
accident, and Director Hummelsheim had been elected to succeed him. The member-
ship, made up mostly of workingmen, exceeded eight hundred.

"Voyageurts Letter”

A correspondent signing himself "Voyageur" tells about "The Oldest Man
in Minnesota." Minnesota Pioneer, February 19, 1852, p 2, col. 6. The account
is here condensede 'UIF“ Jeey r—f‘

There is now living at Prairieville, /on the Minnesota River, an old
voyageur by the name of Joseph Montrieul, who is 90 years of age. Seventy-
two years ago, he came from Montreal, and has lived ever since within the
bounds of what is now inown as the Minnesota Territorye.

He has never resided but among the Dakotas, except when he made a
Jjourney to the Pawness with a trader by the name of Campbell=ethat is 71
years agoOeees

Thirty years ago he lived with Mr. J. B. Faribault, of Mendota, who
resided on the island opposite to Fort Snellingess.

The old man says he never saw the Falls of St. Anthony,and boasts of
1t..l.

Telling of early traders in the Territory, the account relates:

The traders on that river then (referred to the Mimmesota River about
1780) were Cols Dixon, at Mendota; Campbell, near Little Rapids; Frazer--
father of Jack Frazer--at Traverse des Sioux; two brothers of the name
of Hart and Mr. Patterson, at the place now known as Patterson's Rapids,
40 miles below lac qui Parle. He seemed to think that there was no trad-
ing post father upesse

According to the correspondent, the old man was still fairly vigorous.

New Ulm's Defenders

In Major Salmon A. Buell's narrative and analysis of the defense of New
Ulm, read before the Mimmesota Historical Society at the memorial exercises held
a few weeks after the death of Colonel Flandrau, in 1903, Buell variously esti~-
mates the strength of Flandrau's St. Peter company at "well over 100 men," at "
100 or more volunteer defenders,” and at "at least 130 men." :

William G. Hayden, Nicollet County auditor, who, with Governor=to-be
Swift, drove to New Ulm in advance of the reinforcements and remained to fight
throughout both attacks, told Dre Folwell, the historian, that the St. Peter and
Tra®erse des Sioux volunteers numbered "about 100 men" by nine o'clock on the
morning of the nineteenth, at the time when Flandrau was chosen commandere Of
course, Hayden and Swift started for New Ulm about that time, and more men
might have joined Flandrau after they left. Too, some recruits may have been
picked up along the line of march.
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Magazine of Western History, 7:660 (4pril, 1888), says: Flandrau's party
of ninety arrived between nine and ten o'clock on the &enhg of the nineteenth
--=Judge Isaac Atwater, an intimate friend and one time law partner of Flandrau's,
gives the number of the St. Peter company as about 115. Ibid,

In Folwell's History of Minnesota, 11:136, the number of Flandrau's main
body is given as "more than a hundred volunteerse.e...swelled by accessions from
Le Sueur until it numbered eabout 125seese" These men traveled to New Ulm by
wagons, transporting with them their arms, ammunition, blankets and food; the
intervening countryside was in a turmoil of excitement, many men hurrying toward
the center of activities, and it would indeed be strange if nome of them wished
to join this defense party.

The rosters of the several units taking part in the second attack, as
compiled after thorough research by Fred W. Johmson of New Ulm, disclose that
Colonel Flandrau's St., Peter company numbered 170 enlisted men, 3 officers of
commissioned rank, snd 9 of non-commissioned grade---182 men in all, This, the
only report that is specific, is probably correct.

These rosters list 814 officers and men, grouped into cleven units, as
the total force at Flandrau's disposal in New Ulm on the ever of the second at-
tacke No further reinforcements appear to have reached the town until Captain
Cox, with fifty men, and Lieutenant Huey, with the remnant of his recomnaissance
party, showed up at about noon, Sunday, after the last shot had been fired and
the last Indian had departed.

The seeming discrepancy between the sum of the enlistment rolls (814) and
the fighting strength late Friday night, as given by Buell (325) is probably due
to Buell's method of classifying the defenders. Of course, every able-bodied
men within the town, armed or not, was a "defender" during that trying siege.
Every person was doing something for defense--building barricades, caring for
the wounded and the children, preparing and serving food, carrying water, am-
munition, ete; and the unarmed were at all times ready to snatch up the gun of
e fallen man, Buell states that the majority of the 325 were "poorly armed,"
which leads to the conclusion that above the mumber of 325 the garrison was
not armed with guns of any sort. Without exception, commentators agree that the
available arsenal oconsisted of a small and sorry collection of old shotguns and
a few squirrel rifles. During the height of the batile, only two rifles could be
found which were suitable for sharpshooting, either in the matter of accuracy
or range; though several must have been a bit above the local average, as two
parties of snipers were told off to do their best in the windmill and the post
offices When Sheriff Roos and Captain Nix celled the citizens to arms s only
42 men could be provided with any sort of firearms. This out of a population of
around a thousand. It seems a reasonable conclusion, then, that not more than
325 guns, of ell kinds, would be owvmed in the homes represented by the 814 men
and boys who were in New Ulm that daye There is justification for the assumption
that Buell's figures refer to men supplied with firearms 3 end this assumption is
strengthened by Folwell (11:139, Histery of Minnesota) who states that "after
this unfortunate depletion (Lieutenant Huey's departure with about 75 of the beste
armed men) sbout 250 guns were left to defend the place against a foe of double
that mm.bﬁr.-oo"

Glimpses of the Sioux==

Mrse Alomine Hurd's narrative, taken from the record of the hearings
before the Sioux Claims Commission at St. Peter in 1863, gives the modern com-
fortable city dweller a more vivid picture of Brown Gounty's sufferings et the
hands of the Sioux then cen be obtained by the perusal of any gemeral accounte.
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This, and the story of John A. Humphries, both somewhat ebridged here, will
serve to highlight the frontier scene of 1862, and awaken the imaginetion of
those who have never come in contact with a savage peoplees

Account of Alomina Hurd

esesWe (lMrs. Hurd end her husbend, Phineas B.} settled, with a few
others, on the shores of Lake ShetekessesThere were not many of us, but we
were contented and thought we had e happy home. The Indians hung around the
lake, &s it was an old hunting ground of theirs, and always appeared quite
friendly. I knew a good many of them, for they would often drop in and ask for
something to eaet, and I invariably treated them well. Sometime during the
summer of 1862, Mr., Hurd and another men left on e trip to Dakota, taking a span
of horses and wagon and expecting to be gone ebout a monthe We had two child=
ren, and Mr. Boight was living with us and had charge of the farm.

Mr. Hurd had been gone over two months, end I had begun to be very enxicus
about hime One morning, the 20th of August...it was sabout five o'clock, for I
had just gone out to do the milking and had left my two children asleep in the
housgr%bout twenty Indians rode up and jumped off their horses, I noticed at
once that one of the horses was of the span that My, Hurd had taken with him on
his western trip, amd it puzzled me greatly. When I returned from the milking
the Indians followed me into the house end began to light their pipes and smoke.
Pretty soon my youngest child awakened and, frightened at seeing so many
Indians, started to cry. Mre. Voight picked him up and carried him intoc the front
yard, when one of the Indians stepped to the door and shot him through the body,
so that he fell dead with the child in his arms. As soon as the shot was fired
ten or fifteen more Indians and squaws rushed into the house and proceeded to
destroy everything they could lay their hends on. We had a good stock of cows,
and 1 had worked hard and had on hend about two hundred pounds of butter and
twenty~three cheesess All this the Indians wrecked, and while the destruction
was going on scme of the Indians told me that they would not kill me and the
children if I would not give eny alarm, but leave quietly, by a very blind roed,
for the nearest settlement. They then started me off just as I was, without even
& sun-bormet, nor would they give me permission to dress either of the children.
I took the youngest in my arms and led the other, & little boy between three and
four years olde With just cne look at what had been our prespercus end happy
home, now filled with naked and painted Indiens, I started, seven of the Indians
accompanying me along the road for about three miles.

Before they left me they repeated the conditions under which they would
spare our lives; that I could go to my mother, but that I must keep going
straight east, across the prairie,\end that I must give no alarms I was bare-
headed, the children almost naked, end we had not a mouthful of food, nor e
blanket with which to shelter us in the cool nights or in e storm.

We took the unfrequented road into which the Indians had conducted use
It was clear and the sun shone uncommonly bright; but the dew on the grass was cold
and heavye William, the oldest child, was barefooted, and thinly dressed, and
he clung close to me and begged to go back to the house. He did not kmow of the
death of Mre Voight, as I had purposely kept him fram seeing the body, and he
eried piteously at first, but after e while pressed my hands and trudged manfully
along beside mes The little one was asleep in my arms, unconscious of our swful
situatione About ten o'cleck in the forenoon e thunder storm came on and the wind
and rain were violent for nearly three hourse During this time I heard a gun
fired and I knew that my neighbor, Mr. Cook, hed been killed,

While the storm was raging, I lost the trail, and all that afternoon
walked on, not knowing whether I was going in the right direction or not. Water
stood deep on all the lower parts of the prairie and I kept constantly looking
for a dry place where we could spend the night. At last we ceme to a sand-hill




and there I decided to rest and camp. I laid my children down and leaned over
them, to keep the rain from their faces and to protect them from the cold wind,
Hungry and tired and wet as he was, William sdon fell asleep and slept nearly
21l night. The little one, however, worried a good deal, and the long night
wore away slowly. As soon as I could see, I ook up the little ones and moved
on. About seven o'clock I heard guns and tl I new I had lost my way and was
gt 177 in the vicinity of the lake. Accordingly I changed my course, but could
find no trail. Still I plodded on. = conscious of hunger myself, but
it was terribly distressing to hear my precious little boy crying for his bread
and milk, and moaning with hunger and weakness. It continued wet and misty all
day. Toward night Willizm grew sick and vomited, and it seemed impossible for
him to keep up =ny lénger. The youngest still nursed and did not seem to suffer
materislly.

Just ag it was be g] nning to gzet dark I struck a road which I knew, and
sew, to my sorrow, that I was not more than four miles from what had been my
home; that my terrible Journey across the prairie had hardly commenced. Then,
for a little time, my heart sank within me. I thought it would be some satis=
faction to die right there. But the feeling was only for = moment. I took new
courage and started onward, this time on the road to New Ulm. When darkness
overtook me I stopped and passed the night as I had the first one, without
gleep. The next morning was foggy and the road, being but little traveled,
was grown up with gracs and very wets William was so faint and sick by this
time that he could hardly welk and I was obliged to carry him most of the way.

I soon found that I was too hungry and weak to carry both of the children at
he seame time, so I would take one of them a distance of a quarter or half mile,
him on the grass slong the road, and then go back after the other. In this
managed to travel twelve miles fto & place called Dutch Charley's, 1
teen miles from Lake Shetek. I arrived 1 here sbout sunset, having been sus=
tained in my weary journey by the sweet hope that at this place I would surely
find relief, Whet was my consternation when I reached it and found it deserted
and perfectly empty.eesMy heart died within me and I sank down in despeir. Ohly
the crying of my boy aroused me. I had promised him food when we got there, and
when nome could be found he cried bitterly. TFor myself, I could not shed a tear.
I finelly found some green corn, which I tried to eat, but my stomach rejected
ite Later I discovered some growing carrcts and oni but when I offered them
to my boy, to eat raw, he immedistely had another attack of vomiting. That night
in a cornfield and the next morning at daylight I continued my search
my great delight, I found the remains of a partly spoiled ham.

There was not more tf;ﬁ a pound of 1t,
to him in very small quantities, it had
and he picked up in spirits rgpidly. I
and with this store of provisions, we again
own!s home as our goal, twenty-five miles dis-—
two ‘“ s, ny bhoy, under the effects of the food I was able
strength steadily, so much so that he was able to walk all
two miles of the Brown house, two of our old neighbors
ckke Shetek settlement overtook us, under the escort of tshe mail carrier.
them had been wounded by the Indians and left for dead. Thomas Ireland
had been hit with eight bullets, but, strange to say, was still able to walk and
had done so most of tnc way. Mrs. Eastlzke was utterly helpless, having been
shot in the foot, in the side, and through the arm, to say nothing of severe
wounds about the head, evidently received in being either kicked or beaten. The
mall carrier had given her his seat in the buggy 2nd was walking by the side of

o

nls horse. When I first caught a zlimpse of them I thousht tuey were Indians

1} 1 - y b Y, . 5 1 5 - . : -
6 Dutch Charley" was Charles Zierke, who hed a home and inn on the Big
Cottonwood River between New Ulm znd Lake Shetek.
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directed me ollow the footpath until I should find the spring,
return with wate I secured water, down in a ravine which oroved Ln be
wooded, as s 2lso the pathway leading to the spring.

Returning a little more than half the distance I heard the e
ri pregently the sound of voices, both from the direction of
Vi had been overtaken, and debated whether or not I should comn
return and try to help Juickkly I decided that my presence would be
Teeseearan back the spring, and from it along the ravine, There I wa
hidden from sigh and could meke plens in comparative safety. I must have been
alone for an h or two, when I decided that the Indizns would not have waited
longer in the expectation that I would returmn to the family. Then I decided to
carefully seek the open road toward Fort Ridgely below the csbin., In doing so
I met the owner of the ecsbin, M ﬁumr by name, who, accompanied by another man,
wes sheltering under cover as I d been. I joined them, and before long
ventured to the main rozd.

Ve discovered men coming down the road toward us, who proved to
tain Marsh with sbout fifty soldiers, hastening to the Agency..se.+We all joined

the expeditioNesessess :

The little force "halted when the footpath [:\ the wﬂdzl was reached, and,
with Mzgner and a few soldiers.....l anproached the spot where e building had
been. The murderers had set fire to it, snd the smouldering ruins which had
fallen into the cellar contained the mgortal remains of my mother and brother and
sister.ee..sce My father!s body lay a few feet away. A bullet had pierced the cen-
ter of his forehead, and the fiends hz=d cut his throat. {
him, showing that he went outside the cabin and met them like = %rave 1177 PO

When I came to my normel self, every living persow d vanished, axd I ran
rapidly up the road to overtake the solﬁlers....Soon he ad descended along
the valley bluff which follows the north side of the Minnesota River, The sight
of dead men, women and children now became freauent all the way to the ferrysecesase

The ferry boat had been left temptingly on the north side of the river,
and Indians were in plain sight on the opposite side, on the bluff which rises
tbr1ﬁtlv to the Agency. A parley took place, through interpreter Quinn, between

Captain Marsh and the Traiqn leader. It is now apparent that the ohject of the
Inﬁl ans was to induce Captain Marsh to send his force across, and when the boat
was in ﬂidstreém to pick his men off from both banks..,..There was not a suspicion
that we were surrounded by them until they rose s dden“v (in the tall grass sur-
rounding the soldiers) and poured their fire into us More than hzalf of our men
fellassssbut the grass that had hidden them hid USesessThose who lived were led
out of the ambuscade to a point not far down the river, Cantain Marsh was unhurt
and escaped with a small party of survivorseees.s.I joined the survivors and msde
it 2 point to keep 2bout in the middle of them so that I should not fail to
keep UPssacassssns

We kept on down i he party contained ten or twelve men now),
nn the north side, ab deric filed up onto the bluff into the Fort

vy Road. We res cnod t_, srt sbout midnight.

o) o

Although not mentioned in $his recital, Ceptain Marsh's death occurred
few minutes after this ambuscade; Y drom s while attempting to lead the re=
mnant of his command across the river, in the evident belief that escape would
be more practicable on the southern bank. None followed, after seeing him 20
down in midstream, and all proceeded down the north shore as related by

= e
HmAarevw
Humphrey.,




CHANG ING FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

New Ulm has exverienced six distinct types of municinzl rule. The first
we.s under the original aet of incorporation of "The Town of New Ulm," which
constituted Chapter 62 of the Territorial laws of 1857. This act divided the
town into four wards, and vested the administrative powers in 2 council of
four turstees, one from each ward. One of these trustees was to serve in the
dual capacity of president of the council and justice of the peace. The trust=-
ees were to be elected annually, and were empowered to provide for the appoint-
ment or election of 2ll subordinate officials. The first trustees chosen under
this act were William Pfaender, president, and Frederick Beinhorn, Herman
Herrendoerfer znd Henry Meyerding, They served until June, 1858, when they were
succeeded by Louis Theobald as vresident and Jacob Barbier, Charles Sommer snd
William Guetling. Serving for the year ending in June, 1860, were Frederick
Rehfeld, president, and Jacob Barbier, Leopold Sentzke and Julius Berndt.

The second experiment in municipsl rule started at the time that Brown
County was divided into townships by a comission apvointed by Governor Sibley,
in 1858. New Ulm township was one of the nine created at that time, the others
being Cottonwood, Milford, Linden, Leavenworth, Madelia, Redwood, Pajat” Zihi,
and Lynd. It included all that part of Government Township 110, in Ee

ving in Brown County; the rest of the government divislon being across
river in Nicollet County. Embraced within this township of New Ulm was
organized village of the same name, with its huge frontier townsite of more than
4,800 acres.

By legislative amendment in 1860, the orgenic act created the office
meyor, and mede him "president'of the council," insteazd of "justice of the
peace." Herman Cirkler beceme the first mayor under this provision, and his
associates on the council were Henry Bergmsnn, Fred Heers, and Julius Berndt.
In 1861, Peter Scherer became msyor, and the trustees were Ermst Dietrich, G.
Otto Barth, and Adolph Steimle. The town's first charter expired with the tem
of this council.

Early in 1862 New Ulm requested the legislature to repeal the original

ncorporation 2nd reincornorate the town, which change was accomplished

act approved on Februsry 19. In this act were embodied the limited
acquiring and conveying property for the use of the municipality; the

) 3o il
quaranty of rights which had accrued snd liabilities which had been incurred
under the original incorporation; and the right of the citizens to "govern
themselves according to the nrovisions of the general laws of the state for
township organization and government,"
This whole procedure was unique, end perhaps its parallel is not to be
'&oauu in the amna 1% of governmental organization; but it furnishes a brave ex-
ample of pioneers and pioneer legislators trying to "muddle through" to an
improved condition of law and order and self rule.
The act last described was to take effect on the first Tuesday in April
1862, and on the first day of that month the township held an election. Fr,
Gomﬂel William Guetling, and Herman Cirkler were chosen supervisors; 8Sdolph
Hzusmann, clerk; Frederick Forster, treasurer; Hermsn Ekrren'mﬁ“ er, assessor;
and Charles Wagner and Henry Kompe, justices of the peace, The officials of
the old organized town were automaetically superseded by this newly-elected staff.
At the same election, the voters, by a majority of 166 to 10, approved a
request that the county commissioners reduce the size of the town511r to the
area within the platted limits of the incorporated town of New Ulm, and annex
the territory thus excluded to the townships of Milford and Cottonwood. This

request was granted at the next regular meeting of the board.




Following the Indisn uprising in 1862, Chairman Gommel was the only
member of the township board to return to the deserted village of New Ulm
for some time, and on December 27 he sppointed Jacob Flick and Jacob Barbier
to fill the places vecated by Guetling and Cirkler. During the remainder of
the existence of the township of New Ulm as a'nolitirﬂ1 unit, it was governed
successivly by the following boards: 1863-1864, Richard Fl»ul@f ( chairmen),
Jacob Barbier, uenry Hammer; 1864-1865, John HuuGﬁStEIN (chairmen), Jacob
Barbier, Henry Beinhorn; 1865-~1866, Frederick Forster (chairman), Jacob
Pfenninger, Jonas Laudenschlaeger; 1866-1867, Lamber Naegele (chairman), John
Seiler, Josev% Popp; 1867-1868, Lamber Naegele (chairnﬂn) Jacob Petry, Jacob
Barbier; 1868-1869, Dr. Alfred Mueller, (chairman), John Se iler, Herman
nprrtndoerfer‘ 1869-1870, Dr. Alfred lueller (chairman), Charlss Vagner, Jacob
Brust.

Early in 1870 the incorporated town of New Ulm entered upon its fourth
experiment in government, this time as a "borough," under a charter granted
by the state legislature on February 19 of that year.

The town was now divided into three wards, with a governing body of
three councilmen, one from each ward, zll terms running for three years. The
remaining elective officials of the newly created "borough" included a mayor,
clerk, treasurer, recorder, or justice of the peace, and marshal, elected to
one-year terms. A borough attorney was to be appointed annually by the council,
The mayor wae to preside over the nroceedings of the governing body, but
to have no vote.

The first mayor of the "Borough of New Ulm"
gserved from April 1870 to April 1873, and again from Dece
1876. The only other person over to hold this office wa
who was the incumbent from April 1873 to December 1875,

“he members of the first borough council were Frederick Forster, Dr.
Charles Weschcke, and Henry Loheyde., Others who served in a similar capacity
during the borough experiment were Jacob Brust, Charles Roos, Phillip Gross,
eand Henry Keller.

This last experiment lasted six years, when the community evidently felt
that it had grown to the stature of a full-=fledged city. In February, 1876,
another special legislative act was passed conferring that rank, and providing
")11c1€i1" that no township organization should exist within its limits. The
leblchtlve and administrative powers of the new corporation were not extended,
but the new city charter was probably more carefully drewn then its predecessor,
snd its intent more clearly defined. Most of the important changes had to do
with the city's officisl mskew-up. No provision was made for a division into
wards, but the council was enlarged from three to five members, all to be el-
ected at large for two-year terms. It was so arrenged that, zfter the first
eledtion, the councilmanic body would change every year, AOWeVéT, three new

being chosen in one year, and the remanin: two being replaced the next.

other elective officers were to serve for two years. Thses included the
mayor, ﬂ@ric*ty justices, a clerk, treasurer, marshal, and & consteble. The
only appointive office, that of city attorney, was to be filled by the council
upon recommendation of the mayor. The attorney's term of office was to run for
one yedr. As in the old borough chartern, the mayor was designated as the pre-
siding officer at counéil meetings, but had no vote.

The mayors during the life of this charter were Charles Roos, Dr. Charles
Weschcke, John C. Rudolph and H. B. Constans.

In 1879 and 1880 Governor Pillsbury ated z constitutional amendment
to outlaw all types of special legislation, and i 381 thig result was partially
accomplished. During the ﬂe?* fe“ ssi f the legislature there was a con-
certed rush on the LrL ofi illages nd other g W:ical divisions to
amend and strengthen t > the fina w should fall,




In 1887 the New Ulm authori
which was far more comprehensive as (“
it. Its provisions appeared to cover all
changing conditions it, too, eventu-lly be
later an amendment became desirsble. Again th : ,
t year the axe fell. In 1892, the teOplo of the state adopted
a drastic constitutional amendment eliminating svecial legislation entirely.
'his event left New Ulm, together with many other towns in the state,
with a charter which could not be altered by further amendmen and which would,
in natural course become antiquated.
Tortun:tﬁly, state laws have since been passed to safford relief in such

but in the very ne
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iuc‘ndin; a nrovision for "home rule" charters, which are subject
e people themselves. Effort was made in 1932
2ve fucn a charter adopted for New Ulm, but
A charter commission ap=
e H. Enerson consisted of
Herman Aufy TH(ICL, uuto J pvvnypr, Hen s Fibner, George D.

Erickson, Kenmske, Peter K“bé erg W 7 Menderfel Fred Meine, Otto
Osweld, H. H 3] Vlctor P. Reim, W em Stelljes, Henry W. Somsen, Jr.,

ission was sub=
mitted
vote of

Newspapers--The w Ulm Pic : d Ui .)

‘+he initial number of New 1 3 rat newspaper, the New Ulm Pioneer,
pearance on January 1, 185 ambert Naegele and Eugen Gerstenhauer
rich Kompe wes the editor. The following year
editorigl duties. In 1"1
or a publisher unt

1se acted as

g he last issue

Avgust 18, 1862, and Ne

Ulm Post (German)

The New Ulm Post was founded by citizens ar 3 s people of the town,
end the first number was issued on February 5, 64 ff and Hofer were the
yw.llnler with Albert Wolff as editor, until June, when Adolph Hofer became

owner, The next month the sheet changed han J , uudw‘" Bogen
as hoth publ: nd. editor. ¥ : ]
but contimue 1" y editorisl duties. zele with , on thn concern
,ctjber, 1869, and Bogen’'continved to conduct th a until his death,

Febrvary 7, 1886. The work then develved upon Albe rt Bogen, = and he secured
the service of J, H. Strasser as editor, In 1892 the latter wnrﬂ“ sed the paper,
and he continued as editor and publisher until 1896 On April 13, 1896, Strasser
sold the plant to Edward and Armand Petry. They assumed charge under the name of
Petr" Brothers and published the Post until March, 1905, when they sold it to the
New Ulm Publishing Compeny. The Petry brothers continued as joint editors, how=




ever, until June, 1909, when E. J. Buehrer supplanted the 1 Buehrer
was succeeded by Albert Steinhaueer, and the latte ecame sole owner of the
Post on March 2, 1916, On December 16, 1915, Steinhsus had purchased the
Fortschritt from the Brown County Cooperative Publishing Company, end 7-1f» now
consolidated the two papers under the name ! 3t, -putting the
paper out at the office of the New Ulm Publishing

i The last issue of the New Ulm Post was on M

German language newspaper had appeared for over seven

est wee r newspaper in the southwestern part of

rea in view of the decline in immigration, and

>

demsnd for iorelgn language papers, it would not be worth w‘il
through the pression years,

The New Ulm Plein Deszler.

issue of the New Ulm Plain Dealer appeared November 4, 1870.

Clothier and George H. Walsh ﬂ've.rpd as publishers, with
In 1871, he published This was New

he rl \in Dervler was destined to be short lived, however,
assed before it foundered. The l=st issue came out Dﬂcom“er.

my

The New Ulm

in February, 1873. The prime movers in

h

A. and W, Sigler. After a couple of 4if
rlt over to “., B, Tyler, who secured the services
one Wisniowsky as editc 'his occurred ih July, 1875, and in November,
publication was

The Minnesotz Anzeigser (German)

1874, by J.
t’-’ac gsame year,

Joseph Bot
1877, but emlarged the paper ;
the following year, In its new fomrm nes !
Ulm Review. On January 1, 1887, Bobleter sol¢ tﬂ
John H. Weddendorf, who continued nublication the firm name of
Weddendorf. Charles L. Roos was made managing e Ltor and continued as
February, 1888, when he resigned and was succeeded by Emil Weschcke.
held the post until January, 1899 when he quit the newsvaper field.
Fred W, Johnson became editor of the Review in Janusry, 1890,

the paper on Novembér 25, 1891, He edited the Review until Janusry,




though from April, 1895, Ernst Wicherski had been interested in the business
with him. A partnershiv was formed on that date, and the Review was published
by the firm of Johngon and Wicherski until November 25, 1896, when Wicherski
became sole owner. In January, 1892, Theodore Laws succeeded Johnson as editor,
and s month l=ter Einer ‘O]d-lo essuﬂed the editorizl duties, to be relieved
in turn by Max Latte, who the position from April 12, 1899 until the
latter part of August in the game year.
" In November, 1899, E. R, Barager
anuary 9, 1901, he became the ﬁw%llsher as "91;, unV1nﬂ bo;‘“f tﬂP
Ernst Wicherski. Six months later Barager sold out to W. R. Hodg
P. Brooks, both of Sleepy Eve, aznd with the issue of June 12 in that
Brooks began to edit the sheet. On November 22, 1905, the Review was pur—
New Ulm Publishing Company, the present owners anﬁ—;igifrhers
res izned as editor on Novémber 1, 1906, znd was succeeded by Fred
! TomnPOJ who continued in the post until June 15, 1909, on which date E. J,.
Buehrer took over. Since October, 1911, Albert Steinhauser qnd
Steinhauser, his wife, have hsandled the work relincuished by Bueh
been assisted since by ”ﬂeb’e

The New Ulm Publishing Company purchased the subscription

good will of the New Ulm News from J. J. Green, and the News passe
existence, on October 30, 1909.

Der Fortschritt (German)

This German languzsge weekly was esteblished at New Ulm on March 26,
1891, by Theodore Rein and John Schlumpberger, with J. B. Velikanje in the
editor's chair. In April, 1892, the paper was sold to the Fortschritt Pub=-
lighing Company, headed by Ernst Brandt, and Armin Steinhauser became the
editor, serving as such until his death in 1892. At that time Brandt took
over and performed the duties of both editor and publisher until December,
1912, when he sold the plant to the Brown County Co-operative Publishing
Company.

This last nsmed concern did not prove a financial success, and in
Tecember, 1915, the stockholders accepted the offer of Albert Steinhauser for
the plant and subscription list., The final issue of Der Fortschritt appeec ared

S8
December 28, 1915, the New Ulm Post serving its subscribers after that date.

The New Ulm News

In 1892 H. L. Henry established the New Ulm News, the first issue ap-
pearing on September 6. In 1895 J. J, Green purchased the plant and took over
the editorizl duties, wh:“% he continued to perform until October 30, 1909,
when he sold to the New Ulm Publishing Company. The latter concern discon-
tinued publication of thﬁ ]ews, transferring its subscription list to the New
Ulm Revie R VR

Uln Volksblatt (German)

e hy

Publishing Company. In 1897 the paper was purchased by Philip Liesch, owner

This weekly was founded at New Ulm in September, 1892, by the Vol
nd editor of the Brown County Journal, which was printed in the same building
The Vollksblatt was to the Cerman speaking people what the Journal was to those




who spoke Ei ] h made a success of it from the start.

2 ): i g stence of about twenty-eight years, the Volks=~
blatt company 1 with t! Vnﬂ+1lrlﬂr Herold Publishing Commany of Winons,
Liesch staviﬁg on as editor until November 1921, when the Volksblatt went out
of existence hy merger with the Brown County Journal,

The Brown Countv Journal

—

The Brown County Journal was 3 ied by Philip Liesch, October 15,
In 1920 H. H., Walter, then th beczme a2ssociated with L‘PECP
partner, the new publishing firm taking the name of the Liegch-Walter
inting Company. On May 3, 1937, W. L. Hullinger and | Liem Merritt pur—
chased tne buginess, and the new eoncern continued uyOﬁ* the name of the Brown
ounty Journal, Incorporated, Philip Liesch became chairman of the board; W.
L. Hullinger, president: H. H. Walter, vice-president; and William O
asurer. Walter continued as editor of the Tourw'l.
1937 the Brown County Journal entered the daily newspaper
masthead of the New Ulm ng;ngourﬂol, which see below,

The New Ulm Daily Journal

'he New Ulm Daily Journal, first daily newspaper to be published in
Browm County, is a continuation and z development of the weekly Erown County
Journal. The first issue appeared August 2, 1937, with William 0. Merritt as

04,3 100T.

In October 1938, Walter W. Mickelson became the new publisher of the
New Ulm Daily Journsal.

Mills~—==C, C. Brandt's Windmill

flour mill in Brown County was ernzfed in the winter of 1856
now Sigel Township, by C. C. Brandt. It was 2 small wind-
Tlvﬂ” was afterward moved to New T1m where it was operated for a

hort tlme.

The Eagle Mill.

Frederick Beinhom orgsnized the Chicago Mill Association, =
ainy which in 1856 built the Eagle sawmill. F. ﬁOHfPlﬂ was the president of
tho company. In January 1858, the mill was taken over by Anton Xaus and Com
and in 1860 it burned to the ground.

Rehfeld and Beinhorn rebuilt the E,gle Mill in Seotember of the szme year
in which it was destroyed, but the Indians burned it again in 1862. Within less
than a year the same owneres replaced it with a much larger sawmill, and operated
it in partnership until 1865, when Beinhorn left the firm, leaving the mill in
complete control of Rehféld. Rehfeld in turn sold out in the same year to a
company composed of Werner Boesch, Jacob Pfenninger and John Meyer, and the new
owners made the alterations necessary to ensble them to grind grsein. In 18686
they made improvements which increased the flour-making capacity of the mill to
the extent that the Eagle V'll became one of New Ulm's leading industries.




In 1886 Charles Silverson, William Silverson, and A. Schmitt bought
this plent and meade many further improvements, both to the building and in
the matter of equipment. Business increased and the facilities of the Eagle
Mill were expanded proportionately until now (1942) it is said to be the
largest country fiour mill in the United States.

The Globe Mills

The first really ambiticus milling enterprise in New Ulm was undertaken
in 1867, when the Globe Mills were erected under the sponsorship of the German
Lend Association. This was & combined sawmill and flour mill on Third South
and Front streets, but results were diseppointing and in 18568 another concern,
the Globe Mills Company, Incorporeted, took ¢ er the plant. Conditions did not
improve, end the property was listed for sale, being operated meanwhile by
Schell end Bellm, and later by Schwertfeger, Schmidt end Gebser, under lease.
This mill wlso fell a victim to the torch of the Sioux in 1862,

In 1864 a company was forced under the firm name of the New Ulm Mill
Company for the purpose of restoring the Globe Mills, and under the management
of such men as Louis Theobald, John Bellm, Jecob Mueller, Richard Fischer, and
Daniel G. Shillock this was accomplishede The new plant was equipped for both
sawing and grinding. In 1870 it beceme the sole property of Bellm and Fischer,
and two yegqrs later Peter Scherer replaced Bellm as Fischer's partner. These
men were the owners when the Globe Mills were again destroyed by fire in 1873.

The Henry Roebbecke Windmill

In 1859 Fred Roebbecke built a windmill on the plot opposite the present
Court House Squaree This was the mill which wes used as & watchtower by sharp=
shooters during the Indian uprising, and was burned at that time.

The Boesge Windmill

During the eighties Dietrich Boese operated & small windmill on the rear
of what is now the Wenzel Eckstein property, on South State Street. This mill
turned bodily with the wind, rotating so as to point its wheel to any point of
the compasse

The Schram Windmill

The largest of the windmills was built by Julius Schrem opposite the
present site of the Union Hospitals Schram, an excellent millwright, erected
this flour mill in the early sixties almost without assistance, either as to
building or rquipment. The property passed intc the hands of Frederick Koke
in 1871. Koke, with his father, and later with his brother, Willieam, continued
to operate it for e number of years when, in 1883, it was finally dismentled and
moved to Bird Island.

The Schwertfeger and Amarm Mills
With the rebuilding of the Eegle Mill as a sawmill only the people were

without facilities for grinding grain from the time of the uprising until the
summer of 1863. At that time August Schwertfeger and Lorenz Amann erected e
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a small gristmill on the ruins of the Waraju Distillery. Their plant was too
small to weather any serious competition, however, end the following year, when
the Globe Mill was restored, they razed the building and sold the machinery,to
Williem Pless of West Newton.

The New Ulm Roller Mills

Following the destructiocn by fire of the Globe Mill in 1873, agitation
for a new gristmill was immedistely starteds H. A. Subilia and Max Henschel
interested themselves in the project with the result that in 1874 the so-called
City Mill was erected on Center 8treete This plant was completed in October,
and went into operation under the business neme of the New Ulm City Mill Com=-
penye The company was g co-partnership composed of Subilia, Henschel, Charles
Roos and John Bellme In 1882 a new company, including some members from
Chicago, tock over the property and assumed the neme of The New Ulm Roller Mill
Cunpa.ny.

The Koke NMill

In 1875 William Koke and Son established 2 flour mill on the Cottonwood
River, but in 1877 it was completely destroyed by fire.

The Cottonwood Roller Mill

The Cottonwood “oller Mill was erected on the Cottonwood River in 1879
by Willism Frank and John Bentzin. It was operated at the outset by water,
This mill ren for meny years. Frank finaelly sold out to his partmer who,
with his sons, continued to operate the plant until 1918, when it was sold to
Behnke and Weddendorf. Various improvements, both in the mill and the dem,
were made from time to time, end eventually steam power was substituted.
Unfavoreble conditions in the milling industry throughout the country caused
this plent to shut down in 1921.

The Empire Mill Company

This milling venture was launched in 1880 A group of business men
which included the experienced millers George and Charles Schmidt, William
Koch and E. G, Pahl, organized the Empire Mill Company, and erected their first
plant near the Northwestern reilroad tracks on First Scuth Street. About 1895,
the New Ulm Roller Mill Compeny and the Empire Mill Campany merged, both plants
continuing to operate the name of the former company. In 1910 the New Ulm
Roller Mill burned, but was replaced during the same year by the present brick
buildinge In 1933 the cereal mill (formerly the City Mill) of the New Ulm
Roller Mill Compeny was destroyed by fire alsoe

It will be noted that eight of New Ulm's flour mills have been destroyed
by fire: The Eagle Mill in 1860, and again in 1862; the Globe Mill in 1862, and
agein in 1873; Roebbecke's Mill in 1862; Koke's Mill in 1877; the New Ulm Roller
Mill in 1910; and the Cereal Mill in 1933,

Because of its agricultural enviroment, the menufecture 6f flour and
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other cereal products is New Ulm's principal industrye As a milling center,
the oity remks in Minnesota second only to Mimneapolise At the present time
(1942) two plants, the Eagle Roller Mills and the New Ulm Roller Mills have
a combined daily capacity of 7,000 barrels of flour. Together they employ
226 people, with an amuel payroll of about $450,000.

Breweries---Koke's Brewery

Koke and Heydrich ineaugurated brewing in New Ulm by engaging in the
business on the Nicollet side of the Mimnesota River in 1858. In April of the
seme year, Heydrich left the partnership and the brewery continued to operate
under the ownership and guidance of Gottlieb Koke and August Friton. Leter
Koke beceme sole proprietor, and in 1859 leased the plant to Ludwig C. Krauche.

The Friton eand Betz Brewery

The first brewery within the city limits was established by August Friton
and Andrew Betz in 1858, near Center Street in German Parke This plant was de-
stroyed by fire during the Indien uprising in 1862.

Schell's Brewery

In 1861 August Schell, one of the pioneers of 1856, organized and
founded Schell's Brewery, an institution which still beers his neme. Schell,
together with Jacob Bernmhard, built the new brewery on the Cottonwood River
east of New Ulm, but a year later its founder was compelled to flee with his
femily to St. Feter for protection fram the Indianse. Fortunately, his brewery
was ummolested during the uprising, and five years later he bought out Bermhard.
In 1878 an extensive bottling establishment was erected, and the year following
he put up a three-gtory brick malthousee This latter improvement alone cost
the then staggering sum of $6,000. In 1879 the ownership and management of
the business fell to Adolph and Otto Schell, sons of the founder, who was in
failing healthe

August Schell died in 1891, and at that time Otto Schell became the
brewery manager. In his hands the brewery developed rapidly. Soon its capacity
was doubled, and year by year improvements were made in buildings, equipment
and methods. ZEventually the concern attained a size which made it advisable
to convert it into a stock company, and in 1903 this was done. As president
and business manager, Otto Schell continued to direct its destinies until his
death in 1911, when his brother-in=law, George Marti, succeeded him, Marti
died in 1934 end his son, Alfred Marti, has been in charge since that time,

The City Brewery

In 1864 August Friton started a new brewery on Center Street, calling it
the City Brewery. In 1866 the plant was offered for sale, and it changed hands
several times before coming into the possession of Joseph Schmucker. Schmucker
incorporated as the New Ulm Brewing and Malting Company, but in 1917 the cor=
poration was dissolvede




The Hauenstein Brewing Company

In 1865 John Hauenstein, Sr., and Andreas Betz started a brewery south
of New Ulm near a spring of excellent waters They began modestly in & small
building which looked more like a dwelling house than a menufacturing plante
The business grew, however, and the building had been considerably enlarged,
when, in 1870, Betz disposed of his interest to John C. Toberer. Hauensteiln,
bought the interest of Toberer in 1871, becoming the sole owmer, This plant,
which had been extensively improved since its founding, was totally destroyed
by the terrifiec cyclone of July, 1881, but Hauenstein replaced it almost at once
with a larger brewery.
- John Hauenstein died in 1514, leaving his two sons, Charles and John, dr.,
to carry on the business he had taught them, and under them it continued to
prospers Charles died in 1926 while president of the company, and was succeeded
‘by Hens P, Hauensteine Thus the third generation was ushered into a business
which has now operated for over three-quarters of & century.

Carl's Brewery

In 1866 Baptist Carl opened a brewery on South Minnesota Street, opposite
the present Ste Mary's church. This business was sold to John Piemeisl in 1887,
and the latter operated it until

The Bender Brewery

The Bender Brewery began operations in 1866, near the Globe Mill. It
was destroyed by fire in 1869, but rebuilt in 1870.

At present New Ulm has two breweries, Schell's Brewery and the Hauenstein
Brewing Company. Together these plants have a yearly output of 50,000 barrels
end furnish employment to 100 men.

Financial Institutions=---The Central Bank
This first bank was a small private concern, opening its doors in 1859,
closing again in July, 1861 Its officers were J. J. Enox of St Paul,
president; A. H, Wagner, vice président; and A, H, Merrick, cashiers
The First National Bank
Orgenized in 1865, the First National Bank's first officers were D. G.
Shillock, president; Fred Forster, vice president; and Henry A, Subilia,
cashiere The institution closed in 1867.
The Brown County Bank

This was a private institution established in 1871, and its first officers
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were He nry Behnke, president; I M¥ullen, vice president; Frank Shaubut, cashier.
In 1874 this bank was sold to Chadbourn Brothers, of Rochester, Minnesota, and
Templer, of New Ulm. Under the regime Templer was elected president,

with C. H. Ross as cashier. In 1892 a group of citizens formed a corporation
and purchased the concern, electing Joseph Bobleter president and W. F. Seitzer
cashier,

In August 1931 the Brown County Bank was absorbed by the Citizens' State
Bank, after having been in existence for sixty yearse

The Citizens' State Bank

Established in 1876 with M. Mullen as president and John C. Rudolph as
cashier, the Citizens' State Bank retained these two men in office for many
years---Rudloph until 1892, when he resigned, and Mallen until his death in
1910, In 1883 the bank was transformed into a private concern and continued
thus, retaining the current officers, for 24 years, = It was then reconverted
to @ state bank, incorporated under the state banking lawse It still does business
under the name of the Citizens' State Banke. In 1914 a new modern bank building
was erected.

The State Bank of New Ulm

Orgenized in 1901, the first officers of the State Bank of New Ulm were
J. A, Bckstein, president; H. D. Beussmann, vice president; and Fred Pfaender,
cashiere In 1936 the bank building was badly demaged by fire, and the same
year a new modern bank building was erected.

The Farmers' and Merchants' State Bank

This is the latest bank to be organized in New Ulm===1914-=~and was es-
tablished by businessmen and farmers of the communitye The first officers
were Fred Aufderheide, president; C. F. Ruemke, vice president; and Arthur
Broock, cashiers

There are at present (1942) three banks in the city: The Citizens'
State, the State Bank of New Ulm, and the Farmers' and Merchants.

The New Ulm Building and Loan Association
(now the New Ulm Savings and Loan Association)

Through the efforts of C. W. H. Heidemamn, the New Ulm Building and
Loan Association was organized in 1888. The capital stock was $500,000, end
its first board of directors was composed of Heidemann, William Hummel, A.
Berghold, E. G. Pahl, William Brust, A. C. Ochs, Joseph Eckstein, Peter Scherer,
J. Klossner, Jre, C. Stuebe, Fred Pfaender and C. L. Roose The name was changed
in 1895 to the New Ulm Savings and Loen Association.

State Bond and Mortgage Company
Ferdinand Crone, A. J. Vogel, Charles Vogtel, G. B. Weiser, and T. H.

Schonlau organized the State Bond and Mortgage Company in August, 1914, with
a capital stock of $25,000. It began life in a six=by=-eight cubicle in the old
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Vogel Building, and the office force consisted of T. H. Schonlau and C. G,
Stevenson. The office staff today numbers fourteen, and 25 full-time sales-
men are employed as wells T. H. Schonlau is the present manager. The State
Bond and Mortgage Company started operations on the day that the first World
War broke outs

Miscellaneous Industries=-Concrete Froducts

The Americen Artstone Companj’manufaotures artificial cast stone; and

the Elk River Concrete Products Company makes tiles.
Caskets

Two casket manufacturing companies operate in New Ulm, the Midwest

Casket Company and E. W. Bobsin Manufacturing Companye
Poultry~-dressing and Egg-packing
Both Stork Brothers and the Cudahy Packing Company have plants in New

Ulm. They ship to New York, Philadelphia, and other eastern marketse

Accessories

The New Ulm Menufacturing Company makes a line of automobile specialties.

Greenhouses

The New Ulm Greemhouse Was established in 1884 by Christ Boock, and is
still in the same family, Otto Boock, as son, being the present proprietor.

Potteries

Freiderich Gommel and Freiderich Foster inaugurated New Ulm's first
pottery plant in 1866. It was called the New Ulm Pottery and was located
on Broadway between First and Second North streets.

Dauffenbach, Stoeckert and Friedmann established a pottery in 1868,
on German streete This venture did not prove successful, and was offered
for sale in 1870, In 1871 John Stoeckert withdrew and Dauffenbach gnd Gieseke
took overe Im 1873 Williem Winkelmann replaced Gieseke in the partnership,
and the business was expanded and the plant improved. But we find it egain
offered for sale in 1876. Winkelmarmn now became sole ownere The plant was
practically destroyed by fire in 1878, and the enterprise was discontimued.

The City Pottery was established in 1871 by John Stoeckert, after his
withdrawal from the above concern. About a month later it was almost destroyed
by fire, but Stoeckert rebuilt it and, with his son, Edward, conducted the
business until about 1890, This pottery was on Minnesota Street, between Fourth
and Fifth South streets.

Though the business flourished for many years, no pottery is now being
manufactured in New Ulm.




The New Ulm Sugar Factory

In 1879 Freiderich Booch, August Westphal, George Jacobs, Williem Amme,
and Henry Hellman organized the New Ulm Sugar Manufacturing Company, e corpora=-
tion whose purpose it was to make sorghum molasses, and to refine sugare. The
building was erected on German Street, between Fourth and Fifth North streetse
This business did not succeed, and in 1881 it was sold to S. D. Peterson and
Friederich Boocke Again, in April of the same year, it changed hands, and was
then reincorporated as the New Ulm Sugar Works. Still the enterprise gave dis=-
appointing results, and in 1883 the plant was changed into a vinegar factorye.

The New Ulm Vinegar Works

In 1883 S, D. Peterson, Henry Keller, William Pfaender and son, Louis
Felkel, Peter Herrian, and Rudolph Kiesling formed the above corporatione The
building and machinery of the defunct sugar factory were used in the manufacture
of vinegar, but in 1885 the concern became insolvent and was offered for salee.
In June of that year Theodore Crone bought the plant, later taking in a brother
as partner, and they operated it for about four years. In 1900 it was sold to
a Burlington, Iowa, concern.

The New Ulm Foundry and Machine Shop
(Now kmown as the New Ulm Machine and Iron Works)

In 1870 Schaefer & Erkel established a foundry and machine shop at
Center and Front streetse This business changed hands many times before Charles
Leonhardt bought it in 1879. Leonhardt ran the business until his death, in
1888, when his two sons, Charles and Joseph, took over the plante Later Charles
Jre, became sole owner, and he, with the assistance of his son, has conducted
the foundry and machine shop since that time,

The Minnesota Seed Company

This company was founded in 1905 by J. L. Schoch, Ferdinand Crone, Fred
Meyer, Conrad H. Dirks, and Jacob Klossner, Jrs A substantial two=-story build-
ing was erected on Valley and Center streets, and an addition and basement were
added in 1913, The concern operated successfully until 1936, when, due to
long continued drouth and the depression, it was finally liquidated.

For more than 21 years the Minnesota Seed Compeny made New Ulm a widely
recognized seed corn center,

The New Ulm Brick and Tile Yards

These yards were started in 1875 by Fred Aufderheide. In 1921, due to
ill health, he retired from active work and turnmed the plant over to his two
sons, Karl H, and Herman J. Aufderheide. The father died in 1926, Karl became
sole owner in 1937, having purchased his brothers half intereste.




The Kemske Paper Company

This company, employing about twenty persons, furnishes a complete line
of office supplies and legal blankse It started as a very modest concern in
1914, when Rudolph R, Kemske, with a working capital of $50, and one helper,
opened a combined stationery, magazine, and print shop, under the name of
the R. R. Kemske Printing Compeny.

The New Ulm Grocery Company

This wholesale grocery company was started in 1516 H. W. Bockus, now
its president, was one of the founders, Bockus was at that time associated
with the Nichols=Chisolm Lumber Company, and was interested with this group in
the Willmar Grocert\; Company. When the New Ulm Grocery Company was formed, R. F.
Hicks came to New Ulm as manager, and five years later Bockus moved to New Ulm
and assumed the managership.

In 1917 a new building was erected on Valley and First North streets,
the company having outgrown its quarters in the Mimmesota Seed Company Buildinge.
In 1936 the offices and warehouse building were extendeds Today the plant
measures 50 x 200 feet, with three solid concrete floors. Ten salesmen and
25 persons are given year-around employment. Associated with H, W, Bockus in
the business are his two sons, G. H. and H, W., Jr., and his son-in-=law. McCreas

The New Ulm Steam laundry

E. F. Taylor started this enterprise in 1892, in competition with a
Chinese and another hand laundry. He persisted, and was successful; and in
1913 sold the business to Otto Oswald, who, with three sons, Delbert, Armold
and Melvin, and a daughter,Lecna, conduct it today.

The building now housing the plent was built in 1919, and contains a
water softener which reduces the water to zero softness. The average payroll
contains the names of about 38 persons.

Civie Institutions---The New Ulm Park Association

In 1927 Fred W. Johnson, who had devoted a great deal of thought end
effort to the local parks and playgrounds problem, was instrumentel in inaugu=-
rating a movement for the organization of a park association in New Ulm. 4t
a mass meeting that year, he was chosen temporary chairman and authorized to
appoint & committee of three others to assist him in selecting a directorate of
25 interested perscns to prepare a comstitution and by-laws for the proposed
essociatione

At a second meeting the New Ulm Park Association was formally organized,
with Johnson as president and H, L., Beecher as vice president. Articles of
association and by-laws were adopted at this time, and everything wes in readi-
ness to proceed with the projects which had been visualized by the city's
founders back in 1858 The city council adopted a resolution enpowering the
Association at its own expense to proceed with the work of beautifying certain
parks and other publie landing place, a public bathing beach, North Market
Square, South Market Square, and Center Boulevard, on Broadway. 4t a meeting
held on August 24, the board of directors authorized the executive committee
to make expenditures on these projects up to the sum of $2,500, In the en-
suing four years, the following improvements were accomplished:




The Public landing Place known as Riverside Park was transformed from
an unsightly jungle into & spot of beauty. The foundation ruins of the old
Brust grain elevator became & rock garden.

Washington end Lincoln playgrounds were graded, walks laid out, tennis
courts built, ornamental trees and shrubbery planted and playground: equipment
was installed.

North German Park was converted into a combination lendsceped park and
athletic field.

Broadway Boulevard was plented to flowers and shrubs.

Indisn Monument Eoulevard was likewise beautified.

Numerous improvements were made possible through the generosity of various
individuals, the most liberal of whom was Johnson himself, the president of the
Association. In addition to the vast emount of time which he gave to the plan~
ning and supervision of the actual work of improving New Ulm's perks and pley-
grounds, that official furnished money cut of his own pocket for grading and
leveling in North Germen Park athletic field, and donated over $300 for im=-
provements made in Riverside Park,

The city of New Ulm felt edequately repaid when, in 1932, the town was
named one of the eight prettiest cities in the United States in a nationwide
contest by the magazine "Better Homes and Gardens."

Thanks to the foresight and generosity of its founders, New Ulm is
blessed with en unusual system of parks and playgroundse In the original
platting of the city, an area equal to nearly 25 blocks was set aside for this
purpose, and dedicated to it in perpetuity. Much of this land lies east of
German Street, within a block of the present business district end conveniently
reached from all parts of the cityes All the parks have been developed to the
best advantage, end their upkeep has never been negleéted.

German Park, containing the swimming pool, lies just one block from the
main business street. This is the largest park in the city, snd is also the
site of the bandstand, where concerts are enjoyed every Sunday evening through-
out the summer. Iere, too, is a fine athletic field. In recognition of his
extensive unselfish efforts in bringing about the development of the city's
park system, this field was named for Fred W, Johnson, "Johnson Field." It in-
cludes a fine football field, quarter-mile cinder track, baseball diamond, and
a large skating rink. Both footbell and baseball field are equipped with lights
for night games, snd have substantiel and commodious grandstends and bleachers.

Riverside Park, flanking the Minnesota River, is spacious and well-
kept, enjoyed by thousands of visitors as well as by the residents of New
Uln.

Washington and Lincoln Playgrounds. Here modern wading pools, tennis
courts, and the various interesting contrivances usually set up in an up=to=~
date playground furnish healthful recreation to large crowds. Both of these
parks are of special interest to children.

Turner Hall Park occupies an entire block adjoining Court House Squere.
Within its aree stend Turmer Hall, the Junior Pioneer Log Cabin, and the Battery
House of Burg's Battery, the only private unit of artillery in the United States.
The orgenization was founded shertly after the Indian Massacre in 1862 as a pro~
tection against a recurrence of Sioux trouble, end is still in existence, lend-
ing color to celebrations end parades with its horse=drawn cannons and ceissons,
and its bright red and blue uniforms.




Broadway Boulevard, extending through the city for seventeen blocks,
is recognized as one of the most beautiful streets in the country, and is a
delightful surprise to first visitors to New Ulme I% consists of a broad
central parkway with an ample driveway on each side. This boulevard abounds
in shrubbery of every description, and is expertly landsceaped throughout its
length, Broadway has & distinet system of fine ornamental lighting, and specisl
street markers eliminate all confusion in the stranger within the City. Stete
Highway 15 follows this street through the city, end U. S. Highway 14 passes
along it for several blocks.

Cottonwood lLeke

Cottonwood State Park adjoins the corporate limits of New Ulm, Within
this park, a large dam across the Cottonwood River has created a beautiful lake,
some three and a half miles long, and ranging in width from a quarter to three
quarters of a milee This body of water winds between the heavily timbered
bluffs of the Cottonwoods There is & landscaped artificial islend in the lake,
and elsewhere throughout the park many thousands of shrubs and trees have been
plantede. :
On the lakeshore, facing a splendid bathing geach, stends the bathe
house and recreetion building, other facilities for relaxation and pleasure
are being constantly added.

The Municipal Swimming Pool

The New Ulm Municipal Swimming Pool, located in North Germen Park,
was completed in 1939 at a cost of nearly $63,000s Furnished with modern
equipment, it is the only heated outdoor pool in a wide area. The pool is
L-sheped, with three diving boards at the deeper end. Adjoining is a wading
pool for children. Soft water is brought in through a supply line from the
city power plante The pools are lighted at night.

Schell's Garden and Deer Park

The late August Schell, founder of the Schell Brewing Company, es-
tablished this garden, which now contains many distinctive trees, shrubs
and flowers. More than 35 deer roam freely about the parks Garden and
park have e beautiful setting in the valley of the Cottonwood River, and
for years have been an outstanding point of interest. Visitors are wel-
cCome.

The New Ulm Country Club

Situated on the bluffs overlooking Cottonwood Leke, the New Ulm
Country Club has a fine nine~hole golf course. Many natural hazards test
the skill of the golfere The course has a modern watering systemes Non=
resident memberships are available to persons in neighboring communities,




and the facilities of the club are always open to out-of-town visitors.

New Ulm Public Librery and Historical Museum

The Public Librery and Historicel Museum is an institution in which
New Ulm tekes particular prides The building is a two-story structure
with an exterior of locally manufactured artstone, The latter is a splendid
imitation of the product of the femous Bedford quarries.

Here are housed, in addition to the library, collections of the Brown
County Historical Society, a rick store of a historicel data and relics.

Although no public tax money has ever been expended wither in the
construction or the maintenance of this institution, it is municipally owned
and managed, with all costs paid out of surplus earning of the city's central
heating plante.

The Municipal Waterworks System

New Ulm's waterworks system is supplied by deep wells, and the water
is always cold and of excellent quality. The initael plens date back to 1887,
et which time a flowing well wes struck on State and First North Streets. In
1890 the city built a water tower 104 feet high over this well, and erected a
pumping station in German Park, feeing First North Street. After ten years
of service, the old system would no longer answer. The water supply proved
insufficient for the eity, and the fire protection was wholly inadequates

In 1909 a steel-and-concrete reservoir was installed on Monument
Hille This had & capacity of a million gallons, and was situated sufficiently
high to furnish ample pressure in the fire hose,

In 1914 typhoid fever swept the oity, end the conteminetion was traced
to the water supply. All the cisterns were condemned, and & new reservoir
was completed in August of that years.

In 1930 a weter-purification plant was constructed at German and Third
North Street in North Germen Park, end the city began to take its water from
the Minnesota River, the deep wells being abandonede The new filtration
plant soon proved unsatisfactory, however, due to the objectinable chloride
taste, and new wells were put down. These were dug below the hills in the
southwestern part of town, and they constitute the present source of supplye
The water is clear, cold and safe.

The Municipal Heating System

The entire business district of New Ulm, as well as nearly all the
public buildings end many private residences, are heated from the city-owned
heating plant, and though the rates are emong the lowest in the state, this
municipal enterprise has always shown a substantial profite The system was
created in 1916 to utilize the exhaust steam from the #iunicipal lighting




plent, the money for its construction being furnished by New Ulm business
mene A group of these formed a corporation which they named the New Ulm
Heating Company, and secured the necessary franchise from the city govern-
mente The capitel stock was $50,000, and the first officers were Alfred
J. Vogel, president; G. A. Ottomeyer, vice president; and Fred W. Johnson,
secretary-treasurer. These officers, together with Ferdinend Crone,
constituted the first board of directors. Steam was first turned on about
the middle of October, 151€.

An agreement was entered into whereby the entire plant was to be
turned over to the city whemever it had eerned a sufficient sum to repay
the stockholder, and seven seasons of operation sufficed for this, In May,
1923, all the assets of the New Ulm Heating Company was presented to the
municipality without remuneration of eny sorte It had cost the city nothing
from its inception except the small item of coeal and labor used for live
steam with which to operate the vacum power. This expenditure totaled
only $16,914.62 for the entire peried of seven seasons, while the original
cost of the property was ih excess of $40,000. Both the Public Librery and
the Historical Museum were built with surplus pfofits of the Heating Fund,"
and the plant still is self=-supporting.

The Municipal Lighting System

The New Ulm Electric Light Company was incorporated December 22, 1888,
as e private concerne The first officers were Prahl, president;
Joseph A. Eckstein, secretary; and Mallen, treasurer.

The company secured e franchise to erect its plant on February 5, 1889,
and the building on the corner of Valley and First North streets was ready
for occupancy that fall,

In 1901 the city sold bonds in the sum of $30,000 for an electric
lighting plant to be operated by the municipality. A long series of offers
and refusals finelly ended all negotiations aimed at the purchase of the New
Ulm Electric Light Company's plant, and in September the council determined
upon an entirely new light end power systeme This was completed within the
bond limit, and was accepted by the council on August 18, 1903. The service
proved so satisfactory to the citizemns that it was found necessary to en-
large the building and increase the facilities within a period of little
more than ten years, and by 1919 further expansion wes demanded. A new build=
ing, 90x90 feet, was erected west of the existing plant on First North Street,
and complete equipment instelled, including water pumping apparatus, steam
generating plant, and coal handling devices. This entailed an expenditure
of arcund a quarter of a million dollars, and was completed in October, 1920,

In 1939 the "White Way," of which the city had been so proud whem it
first blazed forth in 1910, was replaced by new modern light standards and
globess While not so showy, this system gives a better diffusion of light,
with a proportionate reduction in the amount of current used.




Improvements made in New Ulm's lighting system since 1935 have cost
about $400,000, which has been paid out of the plant's surplus earnings,
leaving a substantiel balance still in the funde Since 1933 rates have been
reduced four timess Twenty-two men are employed the year around. The bonds
have been retired and all additions amnd improvements have been paid for in
full, in addition to which the electric light department has paid into the
city treasury over $127,000. Annuelly it pays to the treasury general fund
e sum equel to five per cent of its gross earnings.

Natural Gas Service
New Ulm is fortunate in having natural gas service. The mumnicipal

light plant, the Eagle Roller Mills, and meny other institutions use natural
gas as fuels The mains serve a large part of the city.

The Sewage Disposal Plant

New Ulm's sewage disposal plant is one of the most modern in the north-
west, with sufficient capacity for a eity of 10,000 inhabitants. Its grounds
are attractively landscaped, as is all municipal property in this citye The
plent was erected in 1938 at a cost of $180,199.96. R. A. Schmucker was its
first superintendent.

The Volunteer Fire Department

December 13, 1869, the town board called a meeting at Turmer Hall to
organize a volunteer fire compeny. Forty-six volunteers were enlisted, and
Charles Wagner was elected president of the company, with M. Henschel as
secretary.

The newborn fire department was divided into five units, hose company,
hook end ladder company, water compeny or bucket brigade,. salvage company, and
fire extinguisher company.

In 1870 the city council purchased a large force pump, which served
until 1886« It stands today in the fire hall, as a memento to early dayse.

Later, the department was furnished with a hock and ladder truck, with
half a dozen ladders of varying lenghts. The truck, like the pump, was hauled
and operated solely by man-power. There were no mains, and water to supply
the pump hed to be carried in buckets from wells or springs, often distent from
the scene of the fire.

With New Ulm's incorporation es a city in 1876, the city council began
to appoint the fire chiefs, a position theretofore held, ex officio, by the
president of the council. Membership changed rapidly, and efficient treining
was impossible. While the roster was always full during the seventies and
eighties, attendance at meetings and drills was small. To remedy this conditions,
persistent absentees were fined or expelled, and the result was an unending
turnover,
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continued through until July 28, 1857, whem C. G. Kochne was officia
office was always located in the private homes
to 1873, the Forster Building on North Broad-
wa,) 1872 to 1910 the Bobleter Building on North Minnesota
Street. n 19 he w feder=l building wes erected at Center and Broadway.
The New Ulm it Office became a city delivery station June 1, 1903,
It ranks as & first gs post office.

Churches=-=~Bethel Evangelical

g ation dates back to 1857, when Rev. August Huelster came
from ¢ ! preach to the settlers. Over almost impassable roads and
trails he penetrated the heavy woods as far as the Cottonwood River. UNear
Searles he was welcomed by the family of C, Lauer. Mrs, Lauer had joined
the Evangelical Church in Wisconsin. Here he preached the first Evangelical
sermon to be heard in this region. He then pressed on six miles farther, in-
to what afterward became Si?ei Township, and preached at the house of Nicholas

hli,

In 1858 thi j
the two preached to =mall groups in the nei g%bor"nﬂ counties In Oetober of
that year, Huelster came to New Ulm.

In 1859, the Wisconsin Conference established the New Ulm Mission of
the Evangelical Church, with Rev. J. H, Schmitt as the missionar
country was sparsely settled and the missions widely separated.
held meetin at Courtland, New Auburn, Bush River, and Hutchinson.
Rev. C joined him as assistant.

the spring of 1861, Rev. Conrad Lahr was assigned to New Uln,
Rev, August Nierens as assistant, and in 1862, Christian L. Seder and E.
Baumann were sdded to the group of missionaries in this field. Seder and
Nierens were both killed in the Indian massacre.
1862 New Ulm was made a part of Le Sueur Mission, then, for five

years, it was attached to Mankato. During this period its pastors were J.
H. Schmitt, F. Emde, and H. E. Linse. In 1868 the separate New Ulm unit: was
reestablished,

It was nearly half a century after Rev. August Huelster first came to
preach in the wilderness before this congregation saPCEQGGd in building a
church. In An*n°+, 1905, the cornerstone was laid at the corner of Washington
and First North end the building wase wvlp*ﬁﬂ in time for dedication
in November., The pastors since 1904, in the their appointments,
have been H. ] Megsrs B nhach end Muehlzausen, C. C. Roesti, T
Tesch, R. C. ‘1t+;1»rn«~ F. Maye H. F SCHlQ*k W. A. Juedes,
ILpljﬂx, Xarl Meckel, H. | hmidt, C. A. Teseh, €. ¥, Kachel, D. C.
Ce. G. Roesti.

s pioneer preacher was joined by Rev., John H, Schmitt and

St. Paulls Evangelical Lutheran Church

-~

In 1862 the first Lutherans came
was very small On July 30 of that year, however,
Boock, a congregation came into being =nd adopted the name Evangelicsl
formed St. Paul's Church, It was decided to erect a church building of brick

w
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in April, 1891, and a church was erected the same year. This building was
dedicated in Oc tober, ¢ snd during the same month Rev. Yrrl Zeyher re-
signed the ate. From that time until July, 1892, there was no regular
pastor, Re ; Eyrich, of Le Sueur, conducting services at stated intervals.

-

In March, 1892, & parsonage was purchased, and on July 5 a call was extended
to Rev. E eger of Kansas City, Missouri. In 1893 the local church became
gelf=gunp itslef no longer a mission unit, Two years
F*uﬂvt was cnnuTQtely liquidated.
Rev. M. Eyrich was in charge
Evangelical congregstion; then Rev. H. C. Dallmann became
remained until illness compelled his resignation in December, 1905
guccessor was Rev. George Mayer, who arrived in New Ulm the month Dal
gned, Mayer resigned in April, 1921, and in June of that year Rev. E
took over the work. Sans served until his death, August 18, 1926
the present pastor, Hpv Fred R. Iseli was called The Frieden's Church
a brick-veneer structur
In 1907, Rev. ueorge Maver orgaenized the Esgig Church,
being served by the New Ulm pastor.

St. Peter's Episcopal !

nal service of which there is any record was

v

hotel, by Bishop H. B. Whipple on December

4, : : pls lary records another service conducted by him, proba-
bly the second one of the Episcopal faith, on Sundaj

7, August 3, 1873. Rev.
Fdward Livermore, of S 2 orts services in A.riW May and August,
7‘/,, end the same months in 1874 There followed more than two decades of
activity, until on June 30, 1895, Rev. G. Tanner, of Faribault, celebrated
holy communion there. On August 11, 1895, Rev., H. Beer, of Redwood Falls,
preached in the ol o1 house Bishop Gilbert visited the mission
anmually in laﬁw g9 i ,and 189¢ On December 16, 1895, Rev. Delbert
F. Thomoson, P began hol z gervices in New Ulm, but the number
of his visits is uncert: i ( St. Peter nastorate September 13,
1896.

was orgenized December 30, 1903, with Bishop S. D. Edsall
—

as rector snd Amherst W. Bingham as warden. Rev. Isaac Holgate, of Minnespolis,
officiated for the bishop for the first four Sundays of Edszll's tenure. Rev.

1. A. Chouinard officiated during 1903 and 1904 until Elmer N. Schmuck, then

a student at Seabury Divinity School, took charge and held lay services, be-

gust 7 of the latter year. Schmuck was ordained on June 3, 1905,
took charge of the mission under the direction of Bighop Edsall

hu the corner of Broadway and Secoml South Streets was com~—
leted in 190¢ is a modest but substantizl bullding of red brick. The
first services there were held December 25, 1905 by Rev. J. J, Hillmer and

| »r

Rev. &, N. Schmuck. Schmuck resigned November 4, 1908, and from that date
until ““19 “tﬁﬁcntt from Seabu Divinity School were in charge.

9 the merbore the congregation declared the mission to
and in November Rev, Charlegs W. Baxter was called as resi-

L]
assumed charge on January 1, 1920, but resigned the following
followed by Rev. C. B. Whitehead, Earl T. Kneebone (student

Rev. Leland Stark, and Captain Tom Moss, in the order nsmed,
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An overall factory occupied this building after it was abandoned as a
school, and it was finally razed in the beautification program.




The Year 1872 saw the completion of both North and South primary schools.
The former was built on the site of the little log schoolhouse (the present
Lincoln School site), and the latter where Washington School now stands. This
was the year in which the city was first created an independent school district,
designated District Number 1. Due to & technicality, however, it was necessary
to re-approve the creating act in 1878.

In 1874 a group of Turners founded the New Ulm Academy Association to
provide educational advantages beyond those offfered in the puclic schools.
Classes were held in Turner Hall only a few months before the school distriet
took over the academy, and this institution became the mucleus of the public high
school.

Robert Nix was the first superintendent of schools, appointed in 1883, and
the next year the Union Building was erected on the public square north of the
Court Housee This school building remeined in s ervice until 1913, when it was re-
placed by the present high school.

By 1892 the Union Building and both primery schools had become over-crowded
and to ease the situation the Franklin School (then called East Primary school)
was built, near the Northwestern Depot. This school is in use at the present time.

In 1900 the Emerson school was erected on the public square, block 106, at
a cost of about $20,000, furnishing four grade=-school rooms on the ground floor
and a high school above. No bonds were necessary for this improvement as the
treasury conteined sufficient funds to defrey all expenses.

No further building operations were undertaken until 1907, when & school=-
house was started on the site of the old primary building on South lMinnesota
Street (the site of the present Washington School)s When this was completed it
accommodated 160 pupils. The old primary building on North Minnesota 8treet was
kept in service until razed in 1913 to make toom for the present Lincoln School.
This was ready for occupancy early in March, 1914, and several grades were moved
into it from the Union Building preparatory to razing the latter end starting con-
struction on a new high school on its site. The Methodist Church and the Iutheran
School took care of the remainder of the old Union Building enrollment, so that
work on the new high school was begun at once. This building was occupied after
the holiday vacation in January, 1915.

Crowded conditions again prevailed in the city schools by 1936, and in
1937 bonds for $100,000 were issued +to finance the building of two additions %o
the high school. This amount was found to be insufficient end an additional
$50,000 bond issue was authorized in 1939.

Succeeding Robert Nix, the New Ulm school superintendents from 1883 to
and including 1939, have been Ee. Te Critchett, H. C. Hess, Arnold Gloor, F. B.
Andreen Ernest M. Hanson, Harold Ce. Bauer, and W.A. Andrews.

Holy Trinity sSchool (Catholie)

The first Catholic parochial school building was erected in 1871-1872
and was used as a combined convent and school. The veteran priest Alexander
Berghold was instrumental in its establishment, assuming the entire financial
responsibility for the enterprise. The school was opened in 1872, when the
catholic population of the vicinity could muster but 18 children to attend
classes.

On May 12, 1874, eight Sisters of Christian Charity arrived in New Ulm
to establish St. Michael's Convent, and to take charge of the instruction of the
youth of Holy Trinity perish. Children came to the school from miles around, in
ever increasing numbers, there being no other imstitution of its kind in that




section of the state., DBoard and lodging for non-residents were supplied in
the spacious convent building. A, separate building for school purposes was
erected in 188l. It was destroyed by the cyclone on July 15 of that year,
but was later rebuilt.

For some ten years two.-classes of instruction comprised the entire
curriculum of this first parochial school, but in 1883 another,was added. There
were 180 pupils at that time. In 1888 a fourth class was established, and by
1894 attendance had grown to about 300. A class in christian doctrine was opened
in 1898. 1In 1903 the number of classes was increased to eight.

The present parochial school, located on the site of the one from which
it was developed, wes dedicated October 22, 1905, a modern building representing
an investment of more than $50,000.

The present Catholie high school was opened in 1919,

Dr. Martin ILuther College

This institution had its inception in the mind of Rev. C. J. Albrecht,
pioneer pastor of St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church of New Ulm, and its
first unit, the present Service Building, was thrown open to students of 1884.
The principal department dealt with theology, but a six-year college course was
inaugurated which led to a Bachelor of Arts degree. In respomse to popular
demand en academic course waes included in the curriculum, designed for the train-
ing of students for a business career. In recognition.of his services as its
founder, Rev. Cs Je Albrecht was chosen first president of the college. In ad-
dition to discharging his duties as paster, this energetic minister served on the
faculty for a paeriod of nine years.

In 1883 Dr. Martin Luther College, together with Michigan Iutheran Semi-
nary, Theological Seminary, now located at Wauwetosa, Wisconsin, and Northwestern
University, at Watertown, Wisconsin, wers pleced under the control of the General
Synod. The New Ulm institution at that time became a normal school for the
training of ILutheran parochial school teachers for the joint synod. The college
course was retained in part so that young men from Mimmesota and nearby states
could begin their classical education near home and finish later in some college
offering a complete course.

In 1896 the Gemeral Symod decided to accept students for the normel
course, and in 1898 the first girl wes graduated from that department.

At present Dr. Martin Luther College offers a thorough four=-year high
school course, designed to fit students for a business career, to prepare them
for entrance into the normal department, or to qualify them for matriculation
at Northwestern University, Watertown, Wisconsin, The school stands on the high
wooded bluff overlooking the city of New Ulm from the southwest, end commands a
megnificent view of the city and its surroundings. The original building is still
in service, and now shares the campus with Music Hall, Boys' Dormitory and Hill-
crest Hall (the girls' dormitory). There is a mbdern recitation building, 150
by 200 feet, with thirteen class rooms; a fine auditorium and gymnasium, and an
adequate library.

St. Paul's Evangelical Iuthern School

This school had its begimning in an old church building which s tood on
the present site, Classes were orgenized there in 1885 and some 75 children
were enrolled almost at onces At first all instruction was of necessity con-
ducted in the Germen language, but in 1886 was introduced into the clessroom




work. In the fall of the latter year a small frame building, 20 by 40 feet,

was erected on Second North Street, near the alley where the annex of the present
church stands, but one of the two classes under instruction remained in the old
church.

The St. Paul's Evangelical lutheren congregetion razed the old brick
buildings that had served as schoolroom, confirmation room, parsonage, and
teachers! living quarters, in 1899, and the following year erected on the site
a fine brick schoolhouse. This building is 40 by 70 feet in size and contains
four large, well-lighted classrooms. An eddition 50 by 80 feet in dimensioms
was added, and the original building remodeled, in 1921. In 1940 this school-
house was completely remodeled and redecorated, rendering it modern in every
respecte.

St. Mary's School (Catholic)

This school was built in 1923, in combination with the church. One
portion of the structure is partitioned into eight schoolrooms, which are oc=
cupied by the gremmar grades. The rear of the basement is used for both school
and suditorium purposes. Instruction is in charge of the Sisters of Christian
Charity.

Ste. lary's Convent was built in 1923 at a cost of about $28,000. It is
a brick structure, thoroughly modern, and similar in architecture to the com-
bined church and school building. This convent houses the boys'! and the girlst
dormitories.

Monuments and Markers=~The leavenworth Expedition lMarker.

This marker was eraected by the Junior Pioneers to commemorete the ill-fated
Leavenworth expedition, August 19, 1862, in which eleven men lost their lives, at
the hands of the Sioux. It is a large boulder placed on Fifth North Street,
near Loretto Hospitel, and inscribed with the names of the murdered citizens in
those honor it was erected. See page of the text, and page of
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the appendix, "The Leavenworth Expedition.

The Milford lMonument

In answer to an appeel by the Junior Pioneers, the legislature of 1929
made an appropriation of $2,500 to provide this substantial memorial to the men,
women, and children who were massacred in the Milflord vieinity in 1882. It
stands eight miles northwest of New Ulm, and bedrs the names of the victims of
the Indians' raid in that community. It centers a small, well-kept park. See
text, page

Henle's Cresk

About half a mile east of Milford lionument may be seen a concrete
marker bearing a descriptive bronze tablet commemorative of the ambush murder
of four members of a recruiting party on August 18, 1862. The mwen had left
New Ulm early in the morning to solicit enlistments in the Union Army, end were
attacked by the Sioux as they were crossing Femle's Creek. The Junior Pioneer
supplied and placed this marker. See text, page




The Defenders' lionument.

This memorial was erected by the State of Minnesota at a cost of $3,000.
It stands on the boulevard between the Court House and the High School square,
and honors all the defenders of New Ulm in the two attacks of 1862. These
pioneers are to be credited with checking the Sioux in time to forestell an in-
vasion into the heart of the state.

The Defender's lonument is of white brongze, and stands about 25 feet
high. The plinths on two sides bear battle scenes in bas relief, while on the
other two appear suitable inscriptions and a roster of those killed during the
siege of the town. One side of the shaft is adorned by a lifs-size madellion
of Col. Charles E. Flandrau. An elaborate dedication ceremony was held August
22, 1891.

The Erd Building Marker

The Erd Building's roof was utilized as a watchtower during the Sioux
atback in 1862, affording an extensive view of the surrounding country. Also
all the women and children were gathered there when the outcome of the attack
became dubious, and a barrel of gunpowder, with fuse attached, was placed in
readiness to provide assurance that they would never fall into the Indians?
hands alive. Brave women waited, grimly resolved to apply the metch if it ap-
peared that they and their children were about to be captured.

This building still stands, on North Minnesota Street, and a tablet on
its facade relates the substance of the above paragraph.

The Forster Building Marker

This building, on North Broadway, bears a tablet conveying the informe-
tion that it served as an outpost during the Sioux uprising. The marker was
placed through the efforts of the Junior Pioneers.

Indien Massacre lNonument

This white marble memorial, about seven feet in height, and appropriately
inseribed, was erected in New Ulm City Cemetery in 1866 by the county of Brown.
It honors the vietims of the Sioux, and also the Rrown County soldiers who fell
in the fight to preserve the Union. It was unveiled August 23, 1866.

Steamboat Lending Marker

This marker was erected by the John Noble Chapter, Daughters of the
American Revolution. It stands in Riverside Park, which covers the site of an
early=day steemboat landing. The merker is placed on a boulder taken from the
foundation ruins of the warehouse from which, in 1874, was loadsd the last
cargo of grain shipped from New Ulm to St. Paul down the linnesota river. It
was eracted and presented to the city in 1930.

Frank Steele Steamboat Lending Varker

This marker on Twentieth South Street was erected in 1912 by the Junior
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Pioneers. It is atteched to a granite boulder, the metal plate bearing the
insceriptions

"On lay 7, 1857, the steamer Frank Steele landed with about
sixty or seventy families of settlers from Cincinnati, at
a place a quarter of a mile directly southeast of this

pointe"

The Hermann lMonumente.

Monument Heights, at the southwest limit of the city is the setting
for the Hermann lonument, erected by the Order of the Sons of Hermenn in 1897
at & cost of about $24,000. This huge structure, towering to a height of 118
feet, has a hewn stone base 42 feet square which houses s museum. The museum
is topped by a circular platform from which rise eight 30-foot irom pillars,
supporting a great copper-sheeted cupola. Here, surrounded by a circular rail-
ing, stands the heroic statute of Hermann, holding his gient broadsword aloft.
The metal figure is over 35 feet high and stands on a pedestal of elaborate
architecture. It is claimed that in the United States the Statue of Liberty is
the only bronze figure that exceeds this statue of Hermann in size.

This monument and the four-acre tract surrounding it were donated to the
city of New Ulm by the local Sons of Hermann when they dissolved their lodge
and disbanded. :

Anniversaries--Sioux Uprising

In 1866, four years after the Indian uprising, a memorial was held in
honor of the victims of the massacre and of the men who died in service in the
Civil War. A fitting monument was unveiled in New Ulm on that occasion. See
page 44, Appendix, "Indien Massacre lonuments."

The fifth anniversary of the massacre was observed in 1867, and in August,
1885, at a reunion of the defenders of New Ulm, people came from all sections of
the country. This observance was followed August 23, 1887, by the twenty-fifth
amniversary, the largest to date. Beginning August 20, 1902, and continuing for
three days, the fortieth amniversary was held, and fifteen Sioux Indians were
induced to take part in this observence. The week beginning Monday, August 19,
1912, marked the opening of the semi-centennial of the tragic event, and the
gatherings of that week eclipsed everything of the sort ever held in Browm Countye.
Excursion trains and around 2,000 automobiles brought in many thousands of visit-
ors from the Twin Cities and the surrounding country. The sixtieth anniversary
wes observed in 1922 in a five-day progrem during which more than 20,000 people
crowded New Ulm's streets. The seveny-fifth amiversary brought a three-day
celebration in 1937. It has been the practice to observe these anniversaries at
five-year intervals.

The Diasmond Jubliee

In 1929 New Ulm celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary of its founding.
A Home-Coming was held in connection with the memorial and immense crowde taxed
the eity's hospitality every day during the week of the event. The Golden Jubi-
lee:had been celebrated on a much more modest scale in 1904,




Aside from the blackbird plague, which the early settlers met with
poisoned bait, and the periodic grasshopper incursions which have nearly de-
vasted the fields of Brown County several times, New Ulm has weathered many
other misfortunes. The greatest of these, of course, was the border warfare
of 1862 with its accompanying waste and destruction; but the elements also
have exacted a frightful toll..

The blizzard of 1866 came at the end of an unusually mild end pleasant
daye Without warning, the storm struck between 9 and 10 o'clock in the evening
of Shrove Tuesday, February 13. With the very first blast, the wind was so
violent that houses shook to the extent that inmates felt certain they would go
to piecese A blinding snowstorm accompanied the gale, and the weather became
almost unenidurably colde The storm raged without cessation for three days and
nightse At New Turner Hall a dance was in progress when it broke, and all but
three of the crowd in attendance were compelled to remain until late the next
daye. Iambert Neegele and two compenions ventured outside, and only succeeded in
reaching Naegele's house, about a block away, after a dangerous struggle of a
full houre Those at the hall were compelled to form a humen chain of sturdy men
from the door to the woodpile in order to obtain fusl and avoid freezing to death.

On the unprotected prairie conditions were even worse, and at Fort Ridgely
communication between the different buildings was impossible during the entire
three days. Suffering among guards and others caught in unheated buildings was
intense. In the stables the men dared not relax for a moment, but kept walldng
continuously to avoid succumbing to the cold. One man volunteered on the first
morning to attempt to milk Captain Kellogg's cow, kept in a small stable just
outside the fort square. He became lost at once,and floundered about in the
snow until late afternoon. His comrades thought of firing ene of the cannon so
that its report could guide him, but the guns could not be reached in safety.
An old musket was loaded with a mighty charge of powder, lashed to a post out-
side the door, and fired with a long string, to avoid casualties in case the
barrel should burste The lost soldier heard it and got his bearings, finally
returning to drop at the threshold in utter exhaustion.

The storm subsided as suddenly as it had begun. During the afternocon
of the third day the temperature rose again; and then the Fort Ridgely soldiers
looked out upon a strange scene. Trees sixty feet in height were completely
buried from sighte. The deep ravines around the fort were filled level full with
snow which was so hard-packed that teams could be driven in any direction over
its cruste

Great loss of life was avoided during this furious blizzard only because
it struck at night, when settlers and stock were under shelter. Less than a
hundred people were living along the old trails between Fort Ridgely and Big
Stone lake at that time, and they retired early.

Another great blizzard struck the locality on lionday, January 7, 1873,
and continued unabated until the following Thursdey. ILike its predecessor of
1866, this storm broke suddenly after a spell of exceptionally fine weather;
but, unlike the other, it came in the middle of the afternoon, and it raged
through a fairly well-settled territorye. It lashed out over the entire south-
western part of Minnesota, and even stabbed into the Dakotas. This time, though
the cold was not so severe, the toll in lives was much heavier.

Because of the fine weather, many people had driven into Wew Ulm from the

surrounding country. At about 3 o'clock in the afternoon a black wall of clouds
appeared approaching from the northwest. Ahead of it rose huge puffs of dust,




leaping up from the ground like smoke. In a few minutes the storm broke, the
wind blowing with such fury, and the air so filled with dustlike snow that it
was difficult to breathe and almost impossible to see., The rural visitors

found it necessary to remain in town, and, in addition to homes, all available
buildings were transformed into inns. Stores, stables, carpeater-and blacksmith-
shops all were hurriedly converted into shelters for the farmers and their teams.

In Tthe Meck school district, three miles west of t own, school was in
session when the storm broke. Mack's barn, in the nearby timber, sheltered the
teacher and 27 pupils for the night, the parents being unable to get them until
the following day.

Few farmers dared venture to the outbuildings to feed their stock without
tying a clothesline to the door knob and attaching themselves to the free end,
so that they could find their way backe Tw , at least, who failed to do thig}
paid for the oversight with their lives,

Neer Madelia, a horse being ridden by a farmer, found his way home in the
blinding whirl of snow, with the rider frozen stiff in the saddle.

In Birch Coulie neighborhood, five men started for Willmer with five loads
of wheat. All of the teams and four of the men perished on the way.

A settler who had been caught in the woods unhitched his oxen and grasped
them by the tails, trusting to their instinct to lead him home. The strategy
saved his life,

A woman, lost and wandering in the storm, fell unconscious outside the
door of an occupied house. The house dog scented her and called his masterts
attention to the fact that samething unusual was afoot just beyond the sill.

The men opened the door inquiringly, saw the dying womaen, and carried her inside
where she was revivede

In New Ulm, railroad communication with the outside world was entirely

suspended for three weeks. Two days after service was resumed, a second storm
refilled the ocuts and operations were again halted, this time until early March.
Out in the country the drifts were piled everywhere to the tops of the
barns and haystackse In many instances snow was driven into the stable to such
an extent that the cattle acuually<'ore smothered to death. It was the common
thing for farmers to cut through their barn roofs in order to effect an entrance.

The third great storm came on Firday, February 4, 1881. This blizzard
came up at about 1l o'clock in the forenoon and raged steadlly until late Sundey
night. A fierce east wind filled the air with blinding snow, and drifts in town
piled up to a height of eight and ten feet, blocking all traffic. Late Sunday
night it began to rain and snow in alternate squalls, continuing thus until
some time Monday, by which time the snow lay from three to four feet deep on the
level prairie outside of tovm. All roads were for the time impassable, and
railroad transportation came to a halte

The most damaging effects of this storm, however, came with the opening
of spring, in the latter part of April. The Cobttomwood River rose as much as
five feet on April 18, and finally reached its highest stage of 30 feet on April
25. The swollen stream raced through its narrow valley with a 15 mile current.
The lower bridge was swept away and the one at the Alwin crossing was badly
damaged. Several other bridges and barns were partially submerged and rendered
unsafe, and some were swept away completely. At the Xuehnel home, across ‘the
river from New Ulm, the water reached the second story level, forcing the family
to leave by boate The Minnesota rose to 28 feet above low-weter mark, standing
at one time within a foot of the main floor of the Eagle Mill. Flood damages at
this time ran into many thousands of dollars.




The great storm of lMarch 9, 1892, started with a terrific wind which
continued to rege throughout the following day. While the snowfall was com-
paratively light, it was driven with such force as to blind one, and at times
the air was so filled as to obscure the buildings across the street. Editor
Fred W. Johnson of the Review, in the issue of March 16, reports that "§igns
creaked and were dashed to pieces before the mad swirl which Syeloped the city,
ewnings were torn to tatbers, window panes crashed, chimneys and windmills
toppled over, and loose barrels and lumber scattered as if in a cyclon@.ssess
anything that the wind could catch hold of was torn from its resting place
and smashed to pieces. The lumber in Peter Scherer's yard wes rudely disturbed,
and piled in a heap; the roof on lirs. Simon's home near the Catholic Church was
torn off; one cormer of Baptist Carl's brick building on South Minnesota Street
was blown away; the smoke stacks on the electric light plant and the Van Dusen
elevator were likewise brought to the ground; and so also was the barn of John
Siebert, and the windmill at the college. A car standing on the trestle near
the Fagle Mill was picked up and dashed to pieces on the ground twenty feet
below. The Hagle Ifill was unroofed, and great damage wes done to the new Catho-
lic Church, Hormburg's store, all the city hotels, and many other buildingse
The Vinegar Works was almost a complete wreck after its great brick smoke-stack
wes blown downrand crashed through all three floors,"

The Cyclone of 1881

At about four o'clock in the afternoon of July 15, 1881, New Ulm was
stricken with a calamity second only to the massacre of 1862. The sun had been
smiling down fram a blue sky since morning, but at about three o'clock clouds
appeared above the horizon. Rapidly these gathered into an ominous-looking
column and began to move upon the town. The people were afreid, though not yet
panicky, and young and old began to seek shelter from a storm which was to be a
thousandf'old more severe than they anticipated,

Soon the advancing storm reached the city, and within ten -minutes after
the first blest the industry and thrift of twenty years were set at nought.

It was among the first, and worst, cyclones to visit that section of the country.
Six people were killed outright, and 53 others injured; hundreds were subjected
to great privation and distress; the money-loss ran into hundreds of thousands

of dollarse

Roofs, timbers and branches of trees flew thfough the eair; whole houses
were picked up and tossed about like snowflakes; heavy beams were ripped from
buildings, hurled across streets and through solid brick walls; while large
freme buildings were lifted from their foundations, twisted, and demolished as
if made of straw. Brick blocks disintegrated and people were buried in the
debris, and throughout the turmoil could be heard the continuous roar of thunder,
the shrieks of women and children, and the crash of crumbling masonry.

As always, the twisting fierceness of the cyclone had many freakish re-
sults, At Hauenstein's Brewery, which was completely demolished, several twenty-
four foot iron bars, weighing eighty pounds each, were lifted and carried to the
top of a high hill where they were plented upright in the ground. Their lower
ends were deeply embedded in the solid earth. Here, also, two barrels of pitech,
weighing four hundred pounds apiece, were hurled high over the brewery and
carried for a distance of one hundred yards; while three sacks of light wiping-
waste, piled one on top of another at the side of the pitch, were not disturbed
in the least. A threshing mechine near the Eple residence was tossed into the
second story of the house, then crashed through to the cellar. Several horses
were seen to fly an entire block in the city, and one was carried up into a tree




where it hung until after the storm. Max Hartneck was sent on a flight clear
over the brewery, and made a perfect landing withou the slightest injury.
William Pfaender was blown out of Waschcke's drugstore, took off at the door=-
way and scered several rods to alight in the street unmhurt. lirs. George Vogel
wes flipped from her demolished residence into a dance hall across the street
without serious injury. She received a bump somehow which rendered her uncon-
scious, but this must have happened when her house fell, as she came to in the
dence hall and could not recall how she got there. A building on the bluff
above the brewery was lifted and slammed down against the latter structure be-
fore it was in turn demolished. The occupants of this houss, a couple with
their two children became separated, which is not et all amazing, and in creep=
ing about in search of her children, the mother was stripped of her clothing
and her body completely covered with wounds. Both children were killed, and
the body of one was found with its arm driven into the ground to its elbow.
Some houses in this neighborhood were literally ground to nothingness, not even
a trace being left to indicate their former location. A whole block of build-
ings where now stand Buenger's and lirs. Follman's stores, was completely swept
awa Ve

Public buildings fered badly in this storm. The court house and Turner
Hall were roughly handled, and the churches all suffered great damage. Ac-
companying the tornado was a torrential rain which continued all night, while
almost every building stood, if it stood at all, without a roof.

But the people of the town set courageously to work, and soon order began
to emerge from chaos. Through the charity of neighboring towns, and even distant
cities, contributions came in rapidly. Provisions, clothing, building materials,
and nearly $45,000 in cash, were hurried to the relief of the sufferers. With
this assistance the work of rebuilding was carried on with remarkable speed and
the effects of the great storm soon disappeared. New and better buildings rose

on the sites of the old ones, and the people of New Ulm again faced the future
undismayed.

Fires

During its ' ¢ivic existence, New Ulm suffered its share of mejor fires.
No less than seven flour mills have been destroyed by the flames, as have
four grain elevators, a planing mill, two potteries, four hotels, a large
warehouse, a brickyard, four business blocks and several residencess. Another
fire gutted a large garage, remodeled from the Opera House, and caused the death
of one persone

The first fire, and perhaps the one which caused the greatest concern at
the time, occurred in 1854. On February 15 of that year the block house, which
was their only protection against the rigors of winter, burned to the ground.No.
neighbors were at hand to invite them in and offer aid and comfort, as in a
settled community, and they were compelled to seek shelter in a group of abandoned
Indien huts, built of bark, floorless, and without windows to let in the light,
or fitted doors to exclude the cold blasts. Indeed, this was a calamity of
magnitude, and one to be recalled by those pioneers whenever in later years a
fire disaster dccurred in the town they had built.

The Eagle Mill was totally destroyed by fire on Mey 12, 1860, with a re-
sultant loss of $17,000. Rehfeld and Beinhorn were the lessee at the time.

During the Sioux attack upon the town in 1862, many fires raged--some
started by the Indians, others by the defenders themselves, for strategic pur=-
posese August 22 sew some of the most veluable and substantial buildings of the
town reduced to heaps of smoldering ashes. Among these were the Eagle and Globe




Ifills, Roebbecke's windmill, the Waraju Distillery, Turner Hall, and a large
nunber of stores and residences.

In 1870 Casey's new livery stable, barn, hay shed, the Dakota Hotel's
wash-house, Frederick Beinhorn's stable and ice~house, Joseph Popp's stable,

Fred Engel's blacksmith shop, and the residences of Peter Sen and Mrs. Nun all
were burned in a conflagration which for a time threatened the entire business
district,.

On November 29, 1871, Stoeckert's Pottery went up in flames.

November 20, 1873, marks the date of the next fire of large proportions.
On this occasion the buildings destroyed ineluded John F. Neumenn's general
store, J« Ce Tobererts jewelry stors, Weigend Hauenstein's saloon, and M. Mullen's
hardware and implement business. B. Schorning's saloon was partially razed in
order to prevent further spreading of the flemes; Company A lost all its military
accoutrements and Charles Baltrusch, Ste lost currency to the extent of nearly
$2,400. On December 12 in the same year the Globe Mill of Richard Fischer and
Peter Scherer burned, as did the Planing mill of the New Ulm Manufacturing
Company on February 26, 1874.

April 9, 1875, a destructive fire destroyed the Hoeschler Building,
seriously threatening the Merchants!? Hotel, and, on July 5 following, the Union
Hotel was consumed.

Koke's water-power flour mill on the Big Cottomwood River burned February
20, 1877; Winkelmamn's Pottery and Brickyard, November 27, 18783 and Brust &
Duevel's werehouse, February 5, 1879.

Merch 20, 1885, flames claimed the Merchants! Hotel, nearly lost in the
fire of April 9, 1875, together with the Bergmem Building, housing P. Rotering's
saloon, and the carpenter shop of Albert Held.

Joseph Flor's saloon and hotel burned November 9, 18943 the Commercial
Hotel, February 24, 1896; and Charles Leonhardt's foundry, March 7 of the same
year. July 7, 1897 marked the destruction by fire of Van Dusen's grain elevator,
and that of Bingham Brothers met a like fate, June 29, 1506. The New Ulm Roller
Mill Compeny suffered the total loss of its flour mill, two grain elevators, and
office building March 19, 1910, and its cereal mill April 28, 1933.

The Kretsch Auto Company's garage, formerly the opera house, burned Janu-
ary 28, 1930, with the loss of one life, Otto Schneider, an employe. The shell
of this building remained, but the flames had gutted it completely.

One of the most destructive fires New Ulm has experienced occurred Jamary
24, 1936, when four business blocks wers totally destroyed with a loss of over
$250,000.

The Leavermworth Expedition

The settlement of Leavemworth was situated on the Cottorwood River 18
miles above New Ulm, and the residents of that neighborhood received news of the
Sioux outbreak on August 18, 1862, with no little alarm. One of them, however,
William Carroll, was calm and umworried. He had lived long among the Indisns of
this section, knew the leaders personally, and had every confidence in their often-
demonstrated friendship. He scoffed at the idea of an uprising, and to prove that
there was no cause for concern and put his neighbors at ease he mounted & horse
and started for New Ulm on recomnaisance, alone. Arriving at the town he was at
once convinced of the terrible truth, and was for starting beck posthaste to help
prepare for the safety of his family, but the picket line surrounding New Ulm re-
fused to let him through.,

Nest morning, same of his relatives and some men from Milford, Sigel and
Leaverworth organized a party to accompany him in an attempt to rescue those he had




left on the upper Cottomwood. The group, in addition to Carroll, consisted of
Relph Thomas, Almond D. Loomis, Philip Kirby, DeWitt Lemon, Robert Hinton, Thomas
Ryan, Williem Tuttle, Uriesh Loomis, Iuther C. Ives, George Lemb, Jan Thompson,
Samuel McAuliffe, 0Ole Oleson, Tory Olson, Nels Olson, and a man named Coen.

These 17 men left New Ulm at ebout sunrise on the morning of August 1%

On the way to lLeavemnwoth they saw many dead, and were able to asslst many persons
who had been wounded by the savages. On reaching their destination, however,they
found the entire countryside abandoned. It developed that all the people of the
Leavemworth community had succumbed to their doubts shortly after Carroll left,
and had started in a body for New Ulm; thus they were fleeing down the south bank
of the river while the rescue party was proceeding up the north bank to their as=-
sistance. They missed each other because of the heavy intervening timber, and
Carroll and his friends reached his home settlement at about the seme time that
his wife, with the other refugees entered New Ulm, about noon, August 19.

The primery purpose of the rescue party having been frustrated, they de-
cided to return to New Ulm, but not without making a recomnaisance of the im-
mediate district. Dividing their force, part of the men turned back down the
north bank, while the rest crossed over to the south side and proceeded down to
the Tuttle places. They planned that the two groups should meet here and go back
to New Ulm togethere.

During the first attack on New Ulm a heavy rainstorm broke over the town,
end through the downpour Carroll end his friends were anxiously hurrying their
return. The original party had failed to re-unite at Tuttle's and the first
group to arrive was about & half-hour in advance of the others

These men had hitched a pair of their horses to a wagon which they had
found along the route. Philip Kirby was driving, William Carroll, George Lemb,
and Luther Ives were riding on the wagon, while Samuel lMcAuliffe was walking
alongside, Hinton, Loomis, Ryan, Coan and Thompson were still on horsebacks

Then they ceme in view of the town, Hinton rode to a hilltop where he
could overlook the place and reported that about 40 Indiens were in sight, and
that the village was afire in several places. He proposed crossing the Cotton-
wood and entering the town from the other side, but his proposition was vigor-
ously opposed by his anxious compenions, who told him to lead on and they would
follows

They passed down the hill and met no opposition until they reached a
slough about a half-mile out, where two Indians leveled double-barreled shotguns
at Hinton as if about to fire. He drew his revolver and spurred toward them, the
remainder of his company at his heels. This show of determination evidently cowed
the savages momenterily, for they retired without firing a shot, and the white men
proceeded across the swales There, however, the Sioux had prepared an ambush.
Rising suddenly from the grass they opened fire on the closely bunched whites and
within a few seconds five of their number were dead. The unfortunate men who
fell were Almond D. Loomis, Williem Carroll, George Lemb, Jan Thompson and Thomes
Ryans Hinton, Coan, McAuliffe, Kirby, and Ives won through to join the defenders
in the town.

Sermuel MeAuliffets version of this ambush attributes the escape of all
who were saved to & pair of frightened horses: "We rode on and into the Indians!
trape Suddenly, on all sides, they arose and closed in on us. An exciting run-
ning fight followed. Carroll came galloping up with the wagon and as he passed
I caught on behind. My gun became entangled in the rear wheels and was torn
from my hands. An instant later, Carroll was shot and the driverless horses con-
tinued at a sharp gallope Phil Kirby wes thrown from the wagon when it hit a log
just as he was shooting at the Indians. He caught the reach of the wagon and
held on. Three times the Indians turned the team away from the town, but each
time the horses veered back with almost human intelligence and finally succeeded
in rumning the gauntlet., Just as they pulled up in fronmt of the Dakota House the

reins became entengled in the whcels and brought the team to a stop. Had this




heppened on the open prairie, it would have meant the death of the entire party."
When Ralph Thomas end the second group reached the Tuttle place they
found the others had gone on without weiting for them, so they proceeded toward
New Ulm. About a half-hourts march brought them, unknowlingly, to the fatal
spot where their comrades had been ambushed shortly before. Again the Sioux
sprang up from the tall gress, about 150 of them this time, and their deadly
volley left but one of the white men aliver-Ralph Thomas. Thomas's horse wes
shot from under him, but by emazing footwork he outdistanced the whooping,
shooting savages behind him and reached the barricades without wounds. In this
ambush the Sioux killed Tuttle, Uriah Loomis, Lemon end all three QOlsonse Thus,
of the 17 men who passSed the picket-line that morning to carry aid to Leavenworth,
only six lived to return.

Roadse.

Soon after New Ulm was settled, Brown County's sparse populetion began
an intensive drive for much needed roads. In 1856 the Big Cottomwood, or Varaju,
Road was constructed to comnect the Upper Cottomwood River settlement with New
Ulms and in the same year the New Ulm and Blue Earth County Roed was built, as
well as the New Ulm end Indian Reservation Road, from the tovm to the boundery
of the reservation, connecting with a road which led to the Sioux Agency.

A Cotbonwood township road which intersected the New Ulm-Mankato trail
wes constructed in 1857, and transportation in the vicinity was further facili-
tated by opening the so-called Sewmill Road, New Ulm to Milford; liadelia=Blue
Earth County Road; Madelia-Desmoines River Road; a road from Blue Earth county
line to lLake Hanske, and the New Ulm=Madelia Road.

The year 1858 saw & continuation of road construction in the area. The
New Ulm-Fort Ridgely Road was followed by a branch of the New Ulm~Menkato Road;
a branch of the Wadelie-lew Ulm Rosd; the Madelie-Bingham Lake Road; and the
Cottomrood-Lime Kiln Roads The latter ran from the New Ulm and Blue Earth
county roed, through the Minnesota river bottomland, to the Blue Earth county
inee

Tn 1859 three roads were built--the New Ulm-Henerson S
Crystal Lake-Odessa State Road; and the New Uln=-Leavenworth

Since 1860 highwey improvements have been kept abreast of those in other
communities of similar population and industries, and the roads around New Ulm
renk among the best in the state at the present time.

Bridges

The first bridge over the Big Cottonwood River was built by Brown County
in 1858. It was 90 feet long by 14 feet in width, and toll was charged for its
use. This toll-bridpe served until 1869 when, with state aid, a more substan-
tial structure was erected. The cost was $10,000, of which the state appro-
priation covered one half, the remainder being paid by Brown County. No toll
was charged.

The ferry across the Minnesote River became inadequate for the traffic as
New Ulm's business expanded, and in 1878 the first bridge was thrown across. It
was of pontoon construction, 12 feet wide and mearly 160 feet longe In 1888 an
iron bridge replaced this, and in 1923 a modern high-weter bbidge was builte

The Minnesota River was bridged in 1892 both at Courtland Crossing and near
the Beussmann farm, where the so-called West Newton Bridge spans the stream.




Lodges, Clubs, Societiss.

The New Ulm Turnverein was organized less than two years after the
town itself was founded. At the Adolph Seiter, Sr., store in the present
Milford Township, on Sunday, November 11, 1856, the local Turnversein was
born. The earlisst meetings were held in the log cabin loceated on the site
where the homeseekers had spent the winter of 1854-1855, but with the rapid
growth of the society this building soon became inadequate. Gatherings were
then had at the store Seiter was running in New Ulm, he having removed his
stock to the new center of population. In the spring of 1857, gymnastic para-
phernalia was set up out of doors, in the rear of the site of the present
Masonic Block.

The first Turner Hall was erected in 1858, on the present site, the
soeiety at that time owning the entire half-bloek fronting State Street, be=
tween First and Second South streets, with the exception of one corner lots
Here the town's first theatrical performance was staged, Jamary 17, 1858,
The structure was burned to the ground during the Sioux uprising in 1862.

A singing section was organized December 12, 1863, and a fire company
Jamuary 17, 1864. The later orgenization eventually developed into the present
New Ulm Fire Department.

The second Turner Hall was completed February 11, 1866, at which time
gymnastic classes were inaugurated. The building was given a two-story brick
addition in 1873. 1In 1897 the Turnverein acquired possession of all land in
the block which they did not already own, and in 1900 the old building was
razed and a new hall erected.

The Turner lédies' society was organized November 11, 1889,

The New Ulm Arbeiterverein (Workingmen's Association) was organized in
December 1871, and erseted a hall on First North Street and Broadway in 1873.
The society wes unable to clear this property, however, and in 1877 it was dis-
posed of by sheriff's sale. The Arbeiterverein is still active, and its members
take a keen interest in their annual parade and picnic,

The New Ulm Masonic lodge was organized in 1872, receiving its charter
the next year. 1In 1891 a syndicate built & two-story building on the site of
the old Pennsylvania House, now occupied by the Fesemmeier Hardwars Store, and
arrangements were made for the lMasons to add and own e third story. This third
floor constitutes their present lodge hall.

A lodge of the Eastern Star was organized in 1893,

The Current News Club was organized in 1894 as a study club. The ladies
of This group created quite a furore at one time by meking a crusade against
the New Ulm merchants' practice of exhibiting sample corsets in their store
windows. Their conteontion was that the shocking displays were detrimental to
the morals of the young. The merchants laughed, and went on displaying corsets
--the women frovmed, and went on buying them.

The Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, Hecker Circle Number 65;
was organized in 1904.  (Was'there never a G. A. R. in New Ulm?)

The Spanish American War Veterans, Generazl Bobleter Post Number 14, was
organized in 1912,

The American Legion Post (7?7? what post????) was organized in 1919.




The Daughters of the American Revolution, John Noble Chapter, was organ-
ized in 1924, the Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1928,

The Lions Club was organized in 1929, the Modern Study Club in 1933, the
Rotery Club in 1938, and the Junior Chamber of Commerce was organized in 1938.

The local lodge of Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks was organized
in 1927,

New Ulm also has a Business Men's Association, Women's Literay Club,
American Legion Auxiliary, Royal Neighbors, and various other religious, liter-
ary and study organizations.

County Buildings.

To the foresight of the officers of the German Land Association and to
their civic pride and generosity may be attributed New Ulm's many parks, play-
grounds and beautiful streets, as well as the fact that one of its most at-
tractive and centrally located tracts is now the courthouse square.

The first county building erected on this tract was a small two=sbtory
brick structure containing three office rooms, two cells for prisoners, and a
jailorts room. The cost of comstruction wes approximately $3,000, and the
building was ready for occupancy in 1865,

On Christmas day, 1866, an infuriated mob forcibly took two alleged
mrderers from the custody of the jailor and hanged them from the rungs of
ladders elevated against the wall of the prison building. Public indignation
rose to a frenzied pitoh over this unfortunate event, and in many placed within
the state vociferous demands were made for the punishment of New Ulm's offend-
ing citizens. As usual in such circumstences, hundreds of hvsterical and absurd
suggestions were put forward as preventive of further like disorders, and, of
course, among the schemes advanced, there must be at least one which was aimed
at bringing the county seat to the proponent's town. In this case the Iberia
settlement, in Leavemworth Township, considered itself the ideal spot for a
county seat in which no errors could be made.

Nothing came of the campaign, but in order to werd off any further moves
along the same line Senator Shillock secured the enactment of a law permitting
the Brown County commissioners, with the approval of the voters, to issue bonds
in the sum of $15,000 for the purpose of erecting a substantial court house and
jeile The proposed bond issue was rejected by the electorate, and the commission-
ers at once set about establishing a fund whereby its object might be attained
without incurring any debt. By January, 1872, it was possible to start work on
a two-story stone and brick building on the northeast corner of the square, large
enough to provide a commodious jail and sheriff's dwelling on the ground floor,
and an adequate district courtroom upstairs. This building was completed in 1873
‘at a cost of $9,750, and continued in use for various purposes until 1504.

The present courthouse was built in 1891, after another of those county
controversies, this one dating from 1887, and having its inception in the village
of Sleepy Eye Lake. The courts were asked to restrain the county board from peo-
ceeding with its courthouse program, but the board was victorious in the litiga~-
Ttion. Then came a bond issue campaign ending at the polls in the defeat of the
proposition to assume the necessary indebtedness. Finally, open political wer
broke ouf, with Sleepy Eye Lake making & bellicose bid for the county seats
Petitions, counter=-petitions, and remonstrances flooded the office of the county
board as an aroused New Ulm citizenry sent a picked committee into the strategic




affrey against the Sleepy Eye diplomats. Petitions demanding an election
were refused by the county board, and the court was again asked to review
heir actions Again they were sustained, and the court's decision was the
death blow to Sleepy Eye's embition to become the Brown County capitol. New
Ulm got its courthouse, and two additions have been added since 18%l-=the
first in 1918 and the other in 1931,

A modern jail was erected in 1904 at a cost of $20,000 and the grounds
surrounding the county buildings ere beautifully landscaped. The bitterness
engendered by the county seat war has passed with time, and these improvements
are now the pride of the entire county.

Another substantial and attractive building belonging to Brown County
is the home for the poor, erected in 1906 at a cost of about $15,000. It is
located on the Cottomwood River, a short distance without the city limitse

Amisements--lasquerades

lMasquerades were one of the chief forms of amusement in the early days of
New Ulm, and the citizens spent days preparing the costumes which made many of
these events outstanding in their spectacular display. Famous scenes and char-
acters were portrayed with an attention to detail that told of long hours of
careful research and patient labor. These presentations earned wide recognition
in the Northweste

Theatricals==Amateur

Amateur theatrical productions in New Ulm had their begimning in 1857,
end in 1868 five home-talent plays were staged. The first few performances
were presented in a hall in the second story of the community store, where
Fesemaiert's Hardware store is now located; but in 1858 Turner Hall was erected
and this provided a more suitable and roomy placee. Here about a half dozen such
entertainments were offered and enthusiastically attended each year until about
1909. Among the more pretentious plays presented during this period were "Der
Student von Ulm," "Die Geier Wally," “Pfeffer Roesel," "Almenrausch und Edelweiss,"
end "The Doctor of Alcantara,"

The golden days of show business in New Ulm opened with the completion of
the new Turner theater, when Fred W. Johnson, as manager, began to present some
of the best companies playing on the legitimate stage. "Wang," with De Wolf
Hopper, "Hoity=-Toity," with 80 chorus girls, Brady's "Way Dowm East," "Tim Murphy
in "The Texas Steer," William He West's "Big Jubilee Minstrels,"'were among the
shows offered the people of New Ulm during the period beginning with the twen-
tieth century. Other high-ranking road shows included "The Pit," “Our New
Minister," Harry Beresford in "The Wrong Mr. Wright," John W. Ransome in "Prince
of Pilsen," Walker Whiteside in "Heart and Sword," "Shore Acres," Charles Be.
Hanford in "The Taming of the Shrew," "lan of the Hour," "The Lion and the MNouse,"
"The County Chariman," Rose liellville in "Sis Hopkins," "The Third Degree," "The
Traveling Salesman," "The Birth of a Nation," "The Tenderfoot," "The Isle of
Spice," "King Dodo,"™ "The Show Girl"™ "The Gingerbread Man," "The Red Mill," ®"High
Jinks," "My Cinderellas Girl," and "Princess Chic." In 1878, the people of New
Ulm heard the Hessian Military Band, and in 1879, Blind Tom, pianist. In 1896,
Edouard Remenyi, famous violinist, gave a concert, and in 1902 the music levers
enjoyed the German opera "Stradella." 1903 brought Verdits "II Travatoresz" 1905,
Axel Skovgeard, violinist; 1907, Souse and his band; 1911, Minneapolis Symphony
Prchestra; 1913, St. Paul Symphony Orchestra; and 1914, lMcPhail String Quartette.




Among the local organizations which entertained New Ulm during the period
from 1866 to the present may be nemed Gesang Verein, a chorus, appearing first
in 1866; Concordiea Singers, 1871; lMaennerchor (Men's Chorus), 1884; W. T.
Eckstein's Orchestra, 1894; Second Regiment Band (formerly Great Western Band),
1902; Zither Club, 1902; New Ulm Cadet Band, 1903; Union Concert Band, 1906;
Hofmeister's Band, 1919; New Ulm Symphony Orchestra, 1928; New Ulm Greenhouse
Boys' Band, 1932; Concord Singers, 1932; and the present Pioneer Band, made up
chiefly of members of the former Regimental Band.

Sidelights on the Uprising

Then the Sioux rebelled on August 18, 1862, a draft was in progress
throughout the United States for the purpose of replacing loss of Union man-power
in the Civil War. On Monday August 18, a number of men from New Ulm and vicinity
started for a hall on the farm.of A. Henle to attend a meeting of prospective
recruits end sign them up. Their destination was only about six miles from New
Ulm, but the Indians ambushed them just as they stepped upon the little bridge
over Henle Creek. John Schneider, Julius Fenschke, and E. Diederich were killed
instantly by the surprise volley, and a man named Steinke was mortally wounded,
dying near Belle Plaine while being taken to Ste Paul. A man nemed Haupt lost
an eye in this attack, which the whites, being wholly unarmed, could not resist
in any other way than by flighte While the shooting was going on, some members
of the party who were in the rear ran across Joseph Messmer who had, unknown to
them, been wounded only a few minutes earlier by the same savages. He was brought
to New Ulm where he died within 24 hours. The Indians took two of the recruiting
partyts teams, but the others were turned and raced back to New Ulm.

All day the Sioux marauded in WMilford Township., The farm of William
Massopoust was plundered, two of his daughters and one son being brutally mur-
dered in the houses The house of Anton Henle was visited, in Henle's absence,
and his four children tomaheswked. Two were killed outright, one died of his
wounds shortly after, and the fourth, an infanct, ecventually recovered. After
putting these children to the hatchet, the Indians proceeded to a field where
Mrse. Anton Henle, her father, Anton lMessmer, his wife, his son Joseph, and his
daughter were harvesting wheat. All were instantly shot except lirs. Henle, who
escaped to the woods. At night she slipped out and went home, to find her
mangled children lying about and the house looted. Her husband ceme home soon
and they escaped with the two wounded youhgsters. Athanasius Henle and his
family all escaped across the river before the savages errived. Bostian Mey,
his wife and two children were all massacred in their house. Three other chil-
dren were terribly mutilsted, but afterwards recovered. Adolph Schilling and
his daughter were murdered, but his son, badly wounded, escaped with his mother.
Every member of both the Zeller and the Zettel families was massecred, not a
soul being left to tell the details of the horrible event. Jaccbh Keck, Mex Fink,
and a men mamed Belzer were also victims in this area. The settlers of the town
of Leavenworth heard of the uprising end started at once for places of safety.
Some reached New Ulm, but cthers were waylaid and killed on the road. Seth
Henshaw, with a lMrs. Harrington, Mrs. James Hill, and two children were thus
attacked and Henshaw was killed, the others reaching New Ulm safely. dJohn Bluem's
family was wiped out with the exception of one boy. These are but a few of the
tragedies that attended the atbtempted retreat to New Ulm from outlying districts.
Wagonloads of hacked and mangled bodies were brought into town, to appal the
more the incoming stream of refugees.




Agricultural Society

The first Brown Counby Fair, one of the earliest agricultural exhibits
in the newly admitted state of Minmnesota, was held September 25, 1858, 1in the
open air beneath New Ulm's giant oakses IT was not a very pretemtious affair,
nor was it attended by vast crowds, for at that time Minnesote, as a state, was
only four months in attendance, viewing with pride the promising products raised
on the edge of the wilderness. The officers of the Agricultural Society were
Henry Behnke, president, and August Westphal, secretary; and they found themselves
unable to offer more than six premiums--three firsts and three seconds. Thesse
totaled $25 in values e 2b-cent charge covered a society membership and
admission to the fair., The exhibitors were all men, and numbered only 26 The
exhibit consisted of 4 oxen, 1 steer, several ducks, chickens, and pigeons; some
coal and quartz collections; specimens of corn, sugar canse, apple trees, spring
wheat, rye, and oats; samples of butter, cheese, and embrodery, testifying to
their pride in the handiwork of their womenfolk; & showing of home-made chairs,
extolling their own; and vegetables represented by carrots, kohlrabi, pumpkins,
melons, cucumbers, cabbages, tobacco, chufas, beans, horse radish, onions,
tomatoes, parsley, wild hops, lettuce, parsnips, basil, peppers, hemp, castor
beans, and marjoram. Ramsey, Le Sueur, Nicollet and Brown Counties were repre-
sented in the produce, and almost 150 were present, The first fair was con-
sidered a big success.

The first real fair, however, was held in 1864, sponsored by a group
known as the Brown County Farmers' Society, of which Ignatz Reinerts was presi-
dent, Dr. John Keula, secretery, and Hubert Manderfeld, treasurer. This society
held fairs in Turner Hall for a number of years, displaying the women's exhibits
in the building and all others in the open air of Turner Park,

The Brown Gounty Agricultural Association was incorporated in 1867, and
the articles filed July 3, 1866. The three officers last nemed above were the
incorporators. In 1€95 they acquired the present fair grounds, consisting of 8
city blocks and 2 additional lots. The first exhibition to use this site was
held August 28, 29 and 30, 1896, at which time Charles Roos was president of the
society and Albert Steinhauser was secretary, They reorganized during that
yeer, capitalizing at $5,000, and selling shares at $10 each. Ferdinand Crome
became president with the reorgenization, and Andrew J. Eckstein was chosen
vice president, W. C. Heimann, secretary, emd Robert Loheyde, treasurer. Fred
Behnke succeeded Crone in 1930.

The Association's permanent building progrem wes begun in 1509 with the
erection of the brick exhibition hall, other structures being added from time
to time until the present splendid stand of structures was cdmpleted in 1931.
The plent housing the fair is now valued at $125,000, and th® premiums total
more than $4000 each year.

Farm Bureau Organization

This bureau wes organized in 1918 with an initial membership of nearly
260« This number wes considerably in excess of the requirements of the Federal
goverment regulations making available the $1,800 annual subsidy. A. Ees Webb
of Sheridan, Wyoming, was appointed as the first county agent, and Miss Eva Blair
the first home demonstration agents

The 4~-H Boys and @irls Clubs have been developed to a high degree of
usefulness., ;




Telephone Companies

Careful investigetion discloses the fact that the first telephone line
in New Ulm comnected the John Heuenstein Brewery, Ired Behnke's residencs,
Kretsch & Berg's livery barn, and Charles Stengel's saloon. This went into
operation about 1890 The practicality of this convenience appealed to the
proprietor of the Dakota Hotel, and he soon had a wire comnection with the
Northwestern depot, for the convenience of his guestse. Within the next two
years e number of business men had their homes and offices connected with one
or the other of these two lines, with the result that the Hotel-Depot system
expanded to an inconvenient size.

The first New Ulm franchise was granted to H. L. Saverien, Hovember 1l,
1896. A 50-=line drop signal switchboard in the rear of Saverien & Wagner's
underteking and furniture establishment constituted the town's first exchange.
Service was insugurated January 11, 1897, with Miss lMae Kopetzki and Albert
Schilling as alternate operalors. On May 10, 1897, the New Ulm Telephone Com=-
pany was incorporated, and in the fall of that year toll lines were built ‘o
connect New Ulm with Courtland, Essig, Sleepy Eye, Springfield, and St. George.
The business of the company grew rapidly, and about 1900 the offices and
switchboard were removed to the lNewman Block. Toll lines were now built to
Hanska and lafayette, and comnections were established with the Northwestern
Bell Telephone Companye

In the spring of 1505 the New Ulm Telephone Compeny came into existance,
received its franchise from the city, and finally, November 1, 1905, went into
service. Philip Liesch was the first president of the organization. The re=-
cords of the company show that business was started with 203 city and 197 rural
subscribers. Long distance calls were handled over the lines of the Tri-State
Telephone and Telegraph Company.
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