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Agriculture was one of the first industries to be started in Carver
Countys As early as 1842 there was a good sized farm in this areaz.
Olliver Faribault who operated a trading post at the Little Przirie
( now Chaske) also had a farm in connection with it, and his farm was
not only the largest plot of cultivated land in that territory, but
it was also the most productive. When he moved to Shakopee in 1844

thée.settlement of Cenadians and Half-bloods which had grown up around

his trading post moved away also. The sleared strip of land where the

settlement was 2llowed to revert to its former wild state and to become
overgrown with weeds. There were no further attempts at farming within

the County until settlers began to take up claims there after 1852.
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The first farms of the settlers wzxm mmky =smakk¥ usuelly consisted of a
vezetable garden and a small field of grain for cereal and animal fodder
use., The size of the farm increased from year to year as the settler got
more of his land cleareds But the farmer of those early days of settlement
did not put all of his land under cultivation as soon as he got it cleared.
The amount of land planted for crops and the kind of crops raised depended
to a great extent upon the ability of the farmer to profitably market his
surplus produce. Since most of the settlers had little cash money and of
necessity were farmers who raised most of the food which their femilies and
farm eanimals consumed, there was little demand for farm produce in local
markets. This: condition added to the fact that pberiroads made hauling of
‘produce 20 to 30 miles distant to the Twin Cities markets both difficult

and uncertain, déaused the farmer to limit the amount of crops he reised.




Beans, corn, squash, turnips, potatoes, and pumpkins were the puliv
principal products raised on those first farmse If the farmer

found that he had more than his household needed, he disposed

of the surplus as best he could. If the local store wa§°:lready
overstocked with farm produce, the farmer exchanged his vegetables

or grain for food, clothing, or other farm life necessities, which

he and his family were unable to produce themselves. He also carri=-
ed home-made bread, rolls of butter, combs of wild honey, cranberries,
and ginseng roots whic he had either gathered in their wild state

or had made in his own home, and emchanged them for things which

were needed on his farme Or failing that outlet for his produce

he would hitch up the horse or ox team to the farm wagon and haul

his wares to ST.Paul where he could always find a ready market and
would receive cash for them. But the certainty of selling and

the cash prices received were seldom sufficient inducement to cause
him to make a regular practice of doing that. Sometimes he sold
farm products to passing traders or immigrants who were going'

farther to locate their claims.

Soon after Carver County farmers began farming operations they dise
covered that the soil of that area was well suited to the production
of small grains. There was at that time a world-wide demand for wheat
and those farmers found that the quantity of wheat which they could
sell was limited only by the extent of their farms and their abil-

ity to get it to market.




As early as 1859 the revenue from wheat was greater than that from
furs and Carver County had been definitely established as one of the
wheat raising regions of the state. Until railroads had been built
into the County the farmers depended almost entirely upon steamboats
for getting their grain and other produce to St.Paul and other points
farther east and south. After the railroads were built the farmer

£

had a convenient and fairly cheap means of marketing his products,

The railroads were welcomed because they did away with the monopoly

of shipping which steamboats had enjoyed, The farmers welcomed them
not only because of their convenience but becsuse they freed him from
the extremely high prices which steamboats chérged. But his joy was
short-lived because the railroad companies and the steamboat companies
got together and entered into an agreement with each other whereby
prices were fixed by them which favored that section of the state
which had the most influence in the passage of law favorable to the
railroad companies and the steamboat companies, This condition grew

to such a state that the farmers profits were eaten up by freight rates,

But the Germans and Scandinavians who formed the bulk of the population
of Carver County had left their native lands to escape from exploit-
ation,2rThey stood the unjust rates of the transportation companies for
a while and then they banded themselves together in organizations call-

ed Granges for the purpose of fighting-discrimination and favoritism,




The Grange was E® successful as a medium for securing consideration

for the farmer &hdi made him aware of the possibilities and advantages
of organized effort, It was the fore-runner of the cooperative system
of markéting farm produce, which has been adoptéd by most of the farm-

ers of Carver County,

For many years wheat was one of the principal crops in Carver County,
But the world supply of wheat increased and the market for it begen

to disappear. As soon as the farmers realized that wheat was no longer

a money making crop they shifted to the production of other cereal grains

and feed crops, The number of livestock animals on farms began to
increase and almost imperceptibly livestoek and dairy products became

the chief sources of income,

Dairying is carried on to a very great extent in the central and west-

ern part of the county,




CHASKA CITY,

GROWTH OF TOWNS AND CITIES,

There are 10 villages and A/city in Carver County., The ten villages
are! New Germany, Mayer, Carver, CHanhassen, Norwood, Watertown, Ham-
burg, Victoria, Young America, and Cologne, The two cities are: Chaska,

and Waconia,

the site of the first permanent settlement in Carver County,
When Thomes A,Holmes entered this part of the Minnesota River valley
in 1851 seeking a good site for a fur teading post, he chose the Little
Prairie on the west bank of the Minnesota River for one of the two
which he established. A settlement of immigrants grew up around that
post at Little“*Prairie. That Community was called by the $ioux Indian
name of Chaska which meant " first born male " and which was usually
given to the first male Sioux child. Shortly after settlement began
at Chaska, BX a group of men succeeded in getting possession of a
large portion of the land there, They formed the Shaska Townsite
Compény and were responsible to a great extent for the respid growth

of that community. It was selected as county seat in 1856,

It became the principal trade center for surrounding communities,

It was incorporated as = village in 1871 and it was given its city

charter in 1891, The principal industries are food canning factories,

brick manufacturies, and commercialized amusement establishments,




WACONIA

Waconia itsclocated on the south shore of a large lake of clear water
which was called by the Indian name for clear water which is Waconia,
When the village was surveyed and platted in 1857, itewas named Waconia
after the lake on whose shore it was located. Roswell P, Russell, who
owned the site of the village, founded it and had great hopes of it

center
becoming annimportant commercial at as well as an ideal summer resort,

It never became the metropolis which its founder visualized, nor did

itcbecome a populous summer resort., But settlers did come out to

Waconia and locate there and it did develop into a thriving village

with stores, schools, churches, nice homes and a rsilroad.

The hardwood maple trees and other hardwood trees which covered this
ares when settlement first began , gave rise to the first industries
of that region viz., maple sugar and syrup industry, and the wood fuel
industry. The maple sap was collected and refined into either sugar
or syrup which was sold in the Twin Cities; and the hard wood which
was cut down in clearing the land was cut into cord wood lengths and
then hauled by wagon or railroad to water shipping points from which
it was carried by barges to Twin Cities markets. Until the supply

of hardwood was greatly diminished, Waconia was the main source of
supply for firewood for the northern part of the county and it Dbe-

came well=known as a fire-wood station,

Its present industries are




Water town Village, the only one of importance in the Township of
Watertown, started out in a very promising way, Within 4 years after
it was incorporated as a village in 1877, there had been establish-

ed there : 3 general stores, a hardware store, a saw mill, a bell
foundry, & grist mill, a fire department with engines, a plow factory,
3 chiirches, 2 secret orders and oﬁher organizations, and a brewery,
But gradually other communities assumed the lead as the business and
industrial centers of the county and ‘Watertown now exists as a

village with a population of less than 600 and with business and in-

dustry in a state of arrested development,

Norwood is the most important Village in Young America Township., It
is situated at the crossing of the "HED" Railroad, and the Minneapolis
and St.Louis Railroad., It w-s laid out in 1872 when the HE&D Railroad
was built through that part of the County. A depot for the railroad
was established at the site of Norwood and since it was only a mile
from Young America Village it was called Young Americe Station, The
railroad believed that the village of Young Americe would immediate-

1. 2

ly move over to the station which would give its inhabitant direct
access to the railroad for shipping farm produce. But the village
of Young Americs unaccountably refused to move and so the new station

was named Norwood, In 1881 when the population of Norwood was 334

it was incorporated as a village,

Severel grain elevators were built at Norwood and farmers from all the

surrounding territory brought their wheat and other grain there where it
was stored until it could be conveniently shipped to the Twin Cities and

other large tr
3 arge trade centers, Norwood became g pr

ominent grain shipping




point, and still retained that distinction as recent as 1914,

Young America is in the northeast portion of Young America Pownship

on land which was at first called the Pacific Extension of the Mpls,
and ST.L. R.Ry, It was laid out in 1858 by Dr.R.M.Kennedy and James
Slocum upon land which they had accuired, It was they who named it
Young America. Settlement began in that region almost immediate

and both Dr.Kennedy and James Slocum were active in the business

and industrial development of their hometown., They built the first
saw mill in the village and also a grist r The growth of hardwood
upon which the saw mill depended for logs was soon exhausted =nd the
saw mill was discontinued. 3But almost as soon as settlement began
wheat was adopted as the principal agricultural product. As a result
of the establishment of wheat-raising the grist mill became one of
the most important businesses of Young America village. A brewery
was also built there but it burned down a few years after its

erection and it was never rebuilt,

In 1914 Young America Village had a population of 325, and it had the
following places of businessi 2 hardware stores, a flour mill, a bank,
a general store, 2 creameries, a weekly newspaper, The Young America

agle, and many other stores and shops.




Cologne was established in 2880 on & Site owned by Paul and Adam

Mohrbacher. It is located on the south side of Loke Benton and is

~

on the north side of the "H&D" division of the Chicago Milwaukee &

ST.Paul railroad. It was named for a town in Germany by that name,

It was incorporated as a village in 1881 and by that time there were:
2 general stores, a drug store, a furniture store, a blacksmith shop,

a grist mill, and -




LOCATION

XIHEXIEEXKRE

THE ICE AGE,

CARVER COUNTY

Carver County is one of the eighty-seven poldtical units into which
the state of Minmesota is divided. It is in the south central part of the
state and is situated about twenty-five miles west of the TwinCities. It is
bounded on the west by Sibley County and Mcloed county; on the north by Wright
gnd Hennepin Counties; on the east by Hennepin County and the Minnesota Riverjand
on the south by the Minnesota River and Sibley County. It was named !Carver!
in honor of the explorer Jonathan Carver who explered that aréa in 1766.
It has been settled little more than eighty years and it is from the date of its
first permanent settlement that the history of the County is generally reckoned,
But centuries before the first white mén set foot upon the North Ameriecan con=
tinent, the forces of nature were busy providing the site of Carver County
with the physical features which have tended to make it such a desirable place

in which to live.

During a period in history which is kmown as the Ice Age, huge glaciers

of ice moved down from the north pole upon the North American continent and cover=
ed most of it., As those huge masses of ice moved southward they plowed deep fure
rows in their path, and accumilated large quantities of earth, boulders, trees,

and other rmfmxm debris. As the earth became warmer the ice melted and the water
ran into the ravines and other depressions forming lakes and rivers. The boulders

Aleng .
and other refuse left behind by the receding watergs mas in piles of various

« Skges and shapes and became the hills and ridges of the:ecountry. The seeda of

trees and other vegetation which were present began to sprout and in a short time

the land was covered with trees » grass and other vegetation. It was in this

menner that the undulatlng topography of Carver County was formed and it was this

“Che
ice visitation which gave "it the fertile soil which has made‘it such‘! choice

agricultural -déstriet.




When early missionaries and explorers visited @arver County site they found
it uninhabited and covered by dense hardwood forests. Their curiesity was

aroused by groups of symmetrical mounds which were different from the natural

hills and ridges of the country, When some of them were excavated and explor=-

ed they were found to contain relics which showed that they had been construct-
ed by rational beings. These were the only evidences which were found which
pointed to the supposition that the region had at some time been occupied by hm
-human beings. When the Indians who lived in that vicinity were questioned

they were unable to givé any information about the mounds except that as far
back as the memory of the oldest member of their group could go or the legend

of their people could relate the mounds had been there.

ARTIFACTS, Because the earthwork structures Ymfkx ky thmsw mxrly iwhakikawix were in
the form of mounds and for want of a moré suitable name those early inhab-
itants have been called the Mound-builders. Flint arrow heads, crudely zum=m

Tfashio®ed coocking vessels , and stone war weapons were among the relies found
in some of the mounds and are called artifacts which means fashiomed by hand,
The skeletons found in the mounds were much smaller than those of the Indians
found occupying the country bdut a similarity im structure and the similarity
in bebtween the household implements found in the mounds and those in use among
Indians of later periods led scientists to believe that the Mound-builders

were ancestors of the North American Indians.

LOCATION The mounds were found along the high banks along the course of the Minne-
OF MOUNDS,
sota River and other watercourses of the state and they varied markedly in size
shape and grouping. Some seem to have been used for burial purposes, others

for religious and sacrificial purposes, and still others for defense purposes.




OTHER
ABORIGINES.

BEarly
INDIANS

Many of the mounds were leveled during the course of settlement of the county
and the conversion of the land into farms. But there are still mounds left
in various parts of the state some of whicﬁ are located ats Fish Lake, lLake
George, Daytons Bluff, and along the Rum River. There is a group of three
mounds in the City park in Chaska. These are circular and are about two feet

high and six feet across.

Before permanent white settlers came into Carver County it was roamed over by
roving groups of wild people who are referred to as aborigines., By aborigines
is meant a primitive people. This territery was partieularly attractive to them

because it contained forests filled with all types of game and rivers and lakes

full of fish,beawers; otters, and muskrats, which made it possible for them to
' a
gain food, clothing and shelter without great deal of work. The vast tract of

hardwood forests which covered this area was called the Chahntonka or Big Woods

by those people and it became familiarly known as the Big Woodes to later settlers.

Vhell seventeenth and eighteenth century explorers invaded the wilderness of the
Minnesote River basin they found some of those aborigimes occupying locations
along the Minmesota River mearits mouth, Pierre LeSueur, Jonathan Carver,
Major Lomg and several of the other white explorers who visited the Minnesota
Valley spoke of the people whom they found living there and referred to them as

Indians,.
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FILS DE PINCHON ils de Pinchon represented the Sioux Indians and signed the
in 1819 which gave Lieutenant Pike possession of Pikes
other land which the United States Government want-

ite of Fort Snelling.
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MAJCR LONG. Ir the U.S.Government sent out an expedition headed by
Long whose object was the the exploration

River and thee Red River. In his reports of his

camping on a piece of rising ground on the

1

kKnown as the Little

J N.NICOLLET From 1836 to 1839 J.N«.Nicollet was commissioned by
Government to survey the Minnesota Riveér Valley.
the portion of the country which included Carver County

made a map of it.

he reputattion of the Big Woods as the habitat of innumerable

ur-bearing animals attracted many white trappers to it long

efore the country became widely known or settled. These trap-
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The wWhite trappers and hunters who were often called Couriers des Bois ( a French
phrase meaning gulde of the woods) became agents for the fur companies and some of
them went into the wildernmess and bargained with the Indians for their furs there
and some of them operated the trading posts to which the Indians brought their furs,
There no money in those days such as we have now and food and other necessities
were given to the Indians in exchange for their furs. The muskrat skin was the
standard medium of exchange value in the Carver County region and its gauged by
the following price lists

7 0zZ. powder

14 pds. lead

2 scalping knives

2 tomahawks

10 gun flints
1 £limtlock gun

blanket lined with delaine

blanket ( light woolen wrap)
yr pounding corn

for grinding paint

3
gk
G
5]
I
Sl
&
S
o
Sk
S

One of the earliest records of a trading post in Carver County referred to the

one operated by Pinchon at Little Rapids in 1784.

Another early trading post was that of Jean Baptiste Faribault which was alse

at Little Rapids. He operated the post from 1803 to 1808.

From 1826 to 1827 Louls Provencalle operated the post at Little Rapids for the
Hudson Bay Company. The following story of one of the experiences of Provencalle
shows the extent to which success in dealing with the Indians depended upon

courage and resourcefulness: (insert story)

A trading post was operated by khm Olliver Faribault, a son of Jean B.Faribault,
on the Little Prairie. He cultivated quite a bit of land around his post and

at that time Ris farm was the largest one within that territory. Quilite a settle=
ment composed of Canadians and mixed=blood Indians grew wp around his post. In

184 4 Faribault went to Bhakopee.




TRADERS AS
TRAILBLAZERS
FOR PIONEER
SETTLERS,

Joseph Renville operated a trading post at the site of Chaska in 1837,

There were still trading posts along the Minnesota River for some time after
settlement began but their importance steadily declined . ¥he trading post
operators and the trappers made no attempts at permanent settlement but they
contributed greatly toward the settlement of the country by ereating a friendly
attitude in the Indians toward the white people. This friendliness was partice
ularly evident in the relationship which existed between later settlers and
Indians in Carver County. There were few if any instances in which Indians ever

terrorized or in any way m intentionally mistreated settlers in this area.

BARLY SETTLE~ Settlement in the Northwest followed a more or less uniform pattern in that

MEFNT. IN N.W.

the areas which were easily reached were the first to attract the settlers. The
first settlements in the territory which later became the State of Minnesota
were made along the navigable rivers and lakes. Notable instances of this were
the trading posts and settlements which developed around Fond=-du-Lac and Duluth
along the ST.Louls River and Lake Superior; the establishment of Mendota and
Fort Snelling on the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers; and the settlement of
ST.Paul and Minneapolis on the banks of the Mississippi River. The rivers

were the principal lanes of travel and were important factors in the settlement

of the Nomthwest.

EARTY SETTLE=
MENT IN CARVER This was especially true of the settlement of Carver County. The Minnesota

COUNTY.

River which flews along the southeast edge of the County was once an important
means of communication between the wilderness west of the Mississippi River

and the outside world. Indians had paddled their canoces up and down the Minne-

8
ota River for many vears before the advent of the white man and it was only




THOS o&s HOLMES
FIRST WHITE
SETTLER IN
CARVER CO,

FIRST SETTLERS

natural that the early settlers should readily adopt and make use of it as their

rodd of travel.

The first permanent settler to locate in Carver County was Thos. A. Holmes.
in 1851
He geined permission from an Indian agent 'named'McLain to establish two fur

trading posts along the Minnesota Riveg and Carver County was the lecation of

one of the sites which he selected. He paddled a canoe up the Minnesote
River from ST.Paul and after he and his half-breed companion had spent an
entire day looking over likely locations, he chose the Little Prairie in
Carver County for one of the trading posts. He built a house for himself and

this became the center around which a sizable community developed.

This settlement later became the village of Chaska and gradually became the

most thriving community in the County.

The first settlers in Carver Carver were mostly Germans, Later a large number
of Scandinavians also chose Carver County as their new homes. Much difference
of opinion has arisen as to where the first Germen settlers came from. Some
have expressed the belief that they came from a German settlement at New Ulm.
But the fact that the settlement at New Ulm was net started until 1854, and

that the settlement in Carver County started in 1852 routs:that theory.

It is known that many of the hundreds of Germens who came later were either
friends or relatives of some of those who had already settled there, and had

been persuaded by their friends or relatives to leave their homes in Germany,




Many of @ksmans who settled in Carver County came to the United States for
political reasons. A brief review of the economic and political situation

in Germany will show clearly why they emigrated from their homeland to the U.S

For centuries prior to 1800, Germany was ruled by absolute monmarchs. They

and the princes under them ruled " by divine right" and the common people 4

had no voice in their govermment. Princes ruled over the provinces of the
German Empire enjoyed all kinds of luxuries which were provided by the
very high taxes imposed upon their subjects. As a contrast to the lordly
pomp and splendor of the ruling class, the lot of the ecommon people was one
of poverty and hard work. No provision was made by the rulers for the
education of the poor people and few of them kmew how to read or write.
There were no newspapers at that time and even if there had been any the
majority of the people would have been unable to read them, Radies had not
been invented then and there was no mm system which provided for the enw=
lihgtment of the masses of the people. Great care was exercised by the
princes to keep their subjects ignorant of the important events which were

takking place in mbet of the countries of the eivilized world around them.

Only indistinet echoes ever reached the lower classes concerning such history
making events as k¥itm 3§ {the'Bill of Rights in England; the American Revolut—
ion; and the French Revolution. But Finally at the beginning of the nine=-
teenth century, groups of liberal-minded students made it their business to

acquaint the German people with these and other important facts.




By 1815 the awareness of the common people had been aroused to such a degree %k
that many of the provinces had demanded and received ( albeit gaurdedly)
constituthons defining their rights. Over the entii‘e German Empire there

was an atmosphere of tension and expectancy. Historians have referred to

this period as the teething stage of a nation which was just emerging from

a period of intentionally prolonged infancy.

The unsettled state of affairs prevailed until 1848 when it was brought to a
climax by news of the third Revolution in France. The smouldering dis=-
content burst into flame and there were many riots and uprisings. Following
this demonstration of dissatisfaction by the lower classes , the government
of Germany instituted a reign of terror in an effort to re-establish the old
order of things. Many of the students who had started and had taken part in
the riots were imprisoned and often condemmed to death, and hundreds of in=-
surgents and sympathizers were forced to flee for their lives. Most of them

fled to France, England, Switzerland, and the United States of America.

The opening up of the Northwestern part of the United States for settlement
at about that time had started a western immigration movement, and a large
 number of German refugees who had come to the United States joined it. Some

of them settled in Carver County. They were no doubt attracted by the Big
Woods because they were similar to the Schwarzwald or Black Forest of their
#Vaterland®. They wrote letters to friends and relatives whom they had left
behind in Germany, describing the wonders of that new country inglowing
terms and urging that they come over and take up some of the fertile farm
land. Very little persuasion was necessary to induce those oppressed land=
hungry peasants to leave a country which had exacted so much from them, and to

try their fortunes in a country which promised so much and asked so little,

In a very short time several German settlements had sprung wp in Carver County
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= Scandinavians were also among the first settlers to establish homes in
SWEDISH AND

NORWEG IAN Carver County. The first Swedes and Norwegians to locate in the County came
SETTLERS
out to it from the eastern part of the country. They were so pleased with
it that they did everything possible to encourage their friends and relatives
both in the United States and in the native land to come out and join them.
The peasant class of Scandinavian needed little persuasion to get him to
leave the fuedal system under which he lived in his homeland and come to

America where he would hawe both ecomomic freedom and the opportunity to

acquire property of his own.

Hundreds of Swedes and not so many Norwegians came out to Carver County
and took up claims there. Some of the settlements were entirely Swedish
SEEDISH and three of the most important were: The King Oscar Settlement, the Scandia

COLONIES.
Swédish Settlement, and the Gotaholm settlement,

The King Oscar Settlement was the first Bwedish settlement to be made in the
County and was begun in the fall of 1853. The first settler of this grow
was Nils Alexanderson who came from Kronsbergs Lon, Sweden and located in
Dahlgren Township near East Union. He was later joined by Anders and Peter
Hult ( later Americanized to Holt). This small group was jeimed by three

more families from Sweden in 1854, They got together and selected a site a £

few miles weat of Carver Viliage and started a community which they called

"King Oscars Settlement". They started a letter=writing campaign to get settl-
ers from Sweden and Norway to join them and every mailship that went from
America to their native lands tarried scores of letters to friends in the

"0ld Country". By this means the settlement grew into a populous thriving

community.




SWEDISH SETTLEMENTS
Scandia Swedish Settlement was another commmity which was started by Swedes

in Carver County. It was located on the east shore of Clearwater or Weconia X
Leke and settlement began in 1854 or 1855, The Hemlandet ( a Chicago Swede=
ish newspaper) published the following reference to this settlement which

was written by a Mr. Bergquist: " The settlement is in my opinion the best

and most beautiful, if not the most beautiful, in the state. This is also

the concensus of opinion of all travelers who have visited ..." The Swedes
who settled there came from different provinces in Sweden and settled as

close to the lake as possible.

A third Swedish settlement in Carver County was the Gotaholm Settlement
which was started on the shore of Swedes lake in 1856 by Daniel Justus

who was & native of southern Helsingland., He selected land on the shore of
Swedes Lake as a good site for a claim and he immediately settled there.

In 1857 he was joined by three other Swedes, Jons Jomsson, Ulrik Ingemarson,
and Carl Swenson who was also attracted by the beautiful expanse of water
which became lmown as Swedes Lake. In 1858 many other Swedes came out and
settled around the lake and among them was Olof Anderson an ex-member of the

Swedish Riksdag ( a body similar to the American Congress.).

The reason the name of Gotaholm was given to the settlement was that most of
the settlers came from a part of Sweden Xmown as Gote Rike ( meaning "good
country") and Holm was either adopted from the name of a missionary who had =m
come to this part of the County to preach to the Indians or from the faet

that in Swedish the word holm means a "grove" and there was a small grove

of trees on the east side of the lake.
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,HOW THEY GOT THE LAND,

several
Long before active settlement began in the Northwest, policies for the
EARLY LAND DISe
POSAL POLICY OF disposal of publis lands as property for public benefit had been tried. Omne
THE V.S.G0V.
of these which had been used extensively which made allowance only for the
sgttlement of the land , was the British plan. Under this system the land
was first surveyed and the settlement platted and laid out before settlers
were allowed to move imto it. Settlers were not required to buy the land
and it was open to any citizens of the govermment claiming the land, But
this system was unsatisfactory for several reasoms, the two most important
of which were: the many ways in which settlers abused this privelege; and
the need of a source of revenue by Congress. Many laws and ordinances
were proposed and adopted in an effort to best serve the settlers and the
Government and in 1841 an Act known as the Pre=emption Law was enacted by

Congress .

FPRE-EMPTION
LAW. The wodd pre~emption as applied to land settlement means the right to set-

tle and improve unappropiated public land and later buy it at the minimum

government price without competition.

The right of pre=emption was open to the head of a family, or to & man
twenty=one years of age or over, or to a widow, any one of whom must either
be a citizen of the United States of America, or an alien who had declared
his intention of beeoming a citizen of the U.S.A. The applicant was re=
quired to swear under oath that he was not the owner of real property to
exceed 320 acres besides his pre-emption claim. To such persons the Pree
emption Act gave the right to settle on a piece of land, 160 acres in extent,
and té buy the same free from competitive bids at some future date when the
public land in that regiomn should be sold at auction at a price per acre

set by the government. Three Government land officeg where claims could

be filed were established in Minnesota and the one in St.Paul was used by




LAND SPECULAT-
ION IN CARVER
COUNTY,

SHASTA TOWNSITE
COMPANY.,

MEMBERS OF THE
SHASTA COMPANY,

PROSPERITY AND
LATER EMBARRASS-
MENT OF THE
SHASTA COMPANY.

settlers in its immediate neighborhood.
This was the settlement law which was in force at the time that settle=

ment began in Carver County and many of the settlers obtained their home=

steads by complying with ite terms.

But there were many clever individuals who comtrived methods of abusing
that law and were able to acquire large tracts of land . These they later
divided into farms ranging in size from 40 acres to 160 acres and they sold
them to settlers at very high prices on long term contracts. One of the
most blatant instances of this practise was the formation and operations

of the Shasta Townsite Company. This company was composed of a group of

eastern ecapitalists who saw in the settlement of the Northwest an oppor=-

tunity to realize huge financial profits by speculation in farm lands.

They each took up adjoining claims on the cleared strip of land in Carver
County which was called the Little Prairie,” and by furnishing the money
and getting friends to do likewise they obtained title to much of the site

of Chaska, in 1854,

The flembers_of the Shasta Company did not even become residents but lived in
StePaul. They hired professional claim holders te obtain the land and then
it was deeded over to them. As land speculators there were quite active in
the development of the entire county, The three brothers, David, Albert, x
and George Fuller were the Shasta Company afd two of their chief azents were

John I,Halsted and Samuel Allen,

They were very prosperous during the first three years of their operations,
but in 1857 the financial panic in the eastern part of the United States
made money almost non-emistent among settlers and ladd wasdileft as a drug

on the hands of the speculators. The Shasta Company decided to discontinue

operations.




This company was only one of the hundreds of similar land promotion com-
panies which had sprung up over the United States in the wake of the great
western settlement movement. Protests were sent to Congress telling of
the manner in which the law which had been passed for the benefit of
settlers was being used by land speculators to further their own interests.
Legislators readily recognized the weaknesses in the Pre=emption Law and

in 1862 the Homestead Act went into effect. (The Pre-emption Law was repealed

in 1861.)

The
HOMESTREAD ACT, " Homestead Act was a law which gave free land grants to settlers. Under

that Act the settler could obtain & farm-of 160 acres free of charge, except
for a minor fee to be pald when filing the claim. In order to insure per-
mance of settlement and to prevent a recurrence of some of the speculation
evils which developed under the Pre-emptiom Law, the Homestead Act specified
that before title to the land could be gained the applicant must live on the

homestead for aperiod of five years.




RAILROAD LAND

After the Indian rights to the land in the Northwest had been extinguished

by means of treaties between the United States Government and the Indians,
Congress was anxious that the newly acquired territory become settled because
the sale of the public land to settlers would provide a source of income for
the government, and because settlement of the territory would make it easier
to govern and protect, But, except in regions which could be reached by navig-
able rivers, the settlement of the Northwest was very slow and Congress deemed
it necessary to devise some new means of stimulating the westward movement,

It was decided that the solution of that problem lay in making the
interior regzions more readily accessible and that meant convenient means for
overland transportation, The railroad was the answer to that question,

In order to induce railroad companies to invest their money in the construct-
ion of railroads into uninhabited wilderness with no immediate prospegts of
financial returns until after the country became settled, Congress made gener=-
ous land grants to-railroad companies which fulfilled specified conditions.

The principal condition of the Grant was that the railroad company should
build lines through designated sections of the territory and for each 15 miles
of road built the railroad company was to receive 20 sections of land adjacent
to it, This land was free of taxation as long as it remained in pogsession of

the railroad company,

The heads of four railroad companies, three organized and one inchoate,

got together and formulated a plan for a railroad system which would connect all
the principal business centers with a large portion of the interior, They

went to Washington and submitted their plans to Congress, They were given the
Grant which gave them possession of miltlions of acres of fertile farm land
along their railroad right-of-ways.

The first railroad was built into Carver County in 1866 and between that time
and 1881 three other railroads had been built, Much of the land given to the
rallroad companies was sold to sestlers who were eager to get farms so near to

the railrosd over which their produce would be shipped.,




FIRST HOMES.
in
The first dwellings which the settlers lived were erected by the settler

himself. They were small one-room cabins of a style known as claim shanties,

The Pre-emption Act under which much of the land was ebtained did-not spece
Afy the size or type of house to be built and the settler chose the kimd
which was best suited to his needs and the easiest to erect according to
his carpentry skill or lack of it, After the homestead Act went into effect
in 1862 the homesteader was required to build a house which fulfilled the
minimum size specifications of the law under which he gained possession of

the land,

During the first years of settlement'before lumber mills and brick yards

had been established’unpeeled logs were used in building houses and other
buildings. The logs were notched and fitted together log cabin style.
There were no nails or other hardware procurable in the frontier settle=-
ments and wooden pegs were used to hold the logs in place. The spaces
between the logs were filled with lengths of . split. logs which were plastered
and held in place with a mortar made of clay and water. This was called
chinking and it did much toward making the house weather proof. Spaces

were often left open in the chinking to allow fer ventilation. The roofs

of the houses were made of a large slab=-like type of shingle which was

called a shake and which was from three to four fe-ct long. The floor

was made of rough hand-hewn planks.




One door and sometimes a window in the opposite end of the shanty provided '
light and ventilation. The door was made by joining a number of upright
heavy planks together until the proper width was obtained and fastening this
to the aperture by means of hinges made of strips of some kind of tough
animal hide. The door was often an awkward and d&fficultijﬂiiéldly)

~which-was secured against undesired entry by means of a heavy wooden cross

/

bar. The window was & square hole cut in the end of the cabin;an& the dresse=

ed skin of a deer or of some other animal was stretched over.it. Wooden
shutters were placed over the window at night or in time of danger to

proteét the occupants from both Indians and wild animals.

There were few if any partitions in those houses)and usually a single large

romm served as kitchen, dining-room, sitting-room, and bedroom for the en-
wooden

tire family. Clothing was hung upon pegs which were driven into the wall

between the logs. A fireplace was used both for heating in cold weather and

in which

for cooking food. It was also a good place to sweep dirt from the floor.

Simple home-made furniture furnished these homes . The axe, saw,and

hammer were often the only tools with which the settler had to work and

about the only thing good which can said of his efforts at cabimet-making

is that the pieces of furniture were sturdy and practical.

A large bed standing high from the floor was the main item of furmishing
in most of the homes. It had no springs and the mattress, which was filled
with dry prairie hay)was supported either by wooden slats or by a wooden
frame across‘which rope, was woven back and forth. Some of the more enter=-
priging settlers killed wild birds and used the feathers -from themto make

; feiihar mattresses. The space under the bed was used as the attic or store=-
room ;of the-house.~ Books, important documents, small farming tools, and
sufplies are only a few of the articles which were pushed under the bed.
This part of the house probably corresponded to the "buffet drawer" of many

watche.
modern homes\in which can be found anything from a stove shaker to a wrist




The furniture was not the only household equipment which was made by the
gsettler or which was made of wood, During the long winter months when the
farmer must of necessity remain indoors a great part of the time, he spent
much of his time making sled runners, axe handles, repairing farm egquipment,
making oxen yokes and many wooden articles to be used in the house such as
water buckets, candle holders, wash basins, butter churns, and wash tubs.
There were no basements-in those early homes and of course the farmer could
not have a basement workshop such as is found in the average home today where
there are usually'a vise, a turning lathé, and guite often a band saw as well
as large number of hand tools, But the farmer of the eighteen hundreds

had to use a part of the barn for his workshop, There was no way to heat it

and the only tools that he had to work with were his hammer, axe, knife and saw,

The wooden water bucket was filled from the well and it stood on a bench in the
kitchen, It was kept filled during the day for cooking and drinking purposes

and was left filled at night to be used in case of an emergency such as sickness
or a fire, Whenever the water pail was found empty after dark, the usual..comment
was that " if the house should catch on fire the water bucket would be the first

thing to burn up because: it was so dry."

The wooden wash tub was an indispensible part of the household egquipment.,

On Monday it was used for washing clothing and for the next four days of the
week it stood under the rainspout to catch rainwater, and on Saturday night
it came into its own when bath time came around. In summer it sttod in the
middle of the kitchen floor and in winter it was placed in front of the fire-
place, - If there were a number of children to be bathed they took turns ac-

cording to either age or to their state of cleanliness, The first bath began

with only about 6 inches of water in the tub but by the time the last ehild




had bathed the tub would-often be nearly full of water, The water was not
emptied out after each bath but a little more hot water. would be added to

reheat the cooling water, Those wooden tubs were quite large and heavy.

It was necessary to keep some water in all wooden vessels at all times to
keep them from " falling down." If wooden tubs, buckets, churns, or other

wooden objects of that nature are allowed to become too dry the wood con-

tracts and it falls apart, Water causes the wood the swell and tighten up,




Garbage disposal was never a problem with those early pioneers. ~¥er<§ven

before they began to keep pigs and chickens they did not have to worry
s ]

about getting rid of garbage because "they ate the garbage." —By—this I-

mezn that during those first years of settlement food was so scarce and

high priced that no edible portion of~it was ever wasted.

The high price of food was due to the fact that the mearest base of
supply was at ST.Paul3and the food had to hauled great distamces both
overland and by water before reaching ST.Paul. The scareity of food in
a county like Carver where the woods and streams were filled with foed
was due to the fact that the settlers were farmers who did not kmow how
to obtain food by hunting and fishing. They had plenty of fertile land

3P

on which to raise food but the land had to be cleared f{imwt efitrees, and

u’/\ L(,l X /’A Lt ”

this took quite a long time. ;\ﬁ,*.prepared for agriculture and crops

A\

" could be raised sufficient for their needs, the settlers earned money by
gathering cranberries, maple sap and ginseng root from the woods. The maple
sap was made into sugar and syrup)and the settlers carried-this and the
tranberries)wherewthey either sold thew or exchanged them for supplies.

The glnseng waa a plant which grew wild in the woods,and 1ts root was

used in making medicine by -the Chinese: There was a great demand for

the root in the orient and the settlers were able to sell all that they

could gather, They either carried it to ST,Paul and sold it there‘or

~they sold it to agents for wholesale conpanies who went about the country

I L § A

'fgather1gg it for their firms They were paid about five cents a pound for
the root , amt ximwem A single root often weighed from oggiﬁzgﬁ«to a pound
and a skilled digger could often dig more than a hundred pounds of the root
in a single day. The gimseng root industry became such an important source
of income to the state that the Legislature passed a law making it unlawful
to either dig or buy.ghe root before the first of August of each year. This
was done in order to give the root time to reach full growth and to prevent

too rapid exhaustion of the supply.




The Ginseng root industry reached its peak in Uarver County 4t about
1865 during which year it was estimated that'the villagers of Water-

town would alone sell about $50,000 worth of the root (Minn. Valley Her=
ald Sept.23,1865). But gradually the land was cleared for farming and
the wild beds &f ginseng were destroyed. The settlers had also learned
of the wonderful grain-raising possibilities of the soil of Carver County
and this coupled with the extension of railrcad lines into the County xxx
as a means of getting farm produets to markets caused a decline in the

ginseng root industry in favor of x more lucrative products.

Soon after settlement began in Carver County it was also discovered that
the elay of that region made a superior grade of yellow brick. This dis=
covery resulted in the development of the brickmaking imdustry in Carver
at Chaska
County . By 1872 there were<4 brickyards with a daily capacity of 40,000
bricks, and in 1882 there were five brickyards with a éapacity for pro-
ducing 9,600,000 bricks a year. Many men were given employment in these
yards omne of which alone employed from 15 to 20 men., The bricks were
used in the comstruction of buildings in communities all over the County

and bécause of their high quality were in demand in many ether parts of

the state.

Another industry which developed during the days of early settlement in Carver
County and which provided employment for some of the settlers was the brew-

ing industry. There was at one time four breweries at Chaska . This never
became one of the important industries of the county but was ome of the

large number of businesses which came about as a result of the $tezdy:zin-
crease in the amount of land under cultivation and large surplus of farm

products.
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AGRICULTURE = CARVER COUNTY

Carver County is in the southeast deiry district of Minnesota, the old-
est farming section in the State, and it has a marketing advantage of being
close to the Twin Cities. No point within the county boundaries is more
then fprégimiles from Minneapolis, adjacent to which is St. Paul, the Cap=
ital City, and South St. Paul, the meat-packing center.

The farming methods of Carver County have been evolved by experience,
end their practicality has been proven through prosperity and depression
alike. Corn, oats eand barley, hey, wheat and rye, and sugar beets are the
principel crops grown, but deirying is the chief source of farm income,
Although most of the county is included in the district which furnishes
whole milk to the metropolitan area of the Twin Cities, much of the dairy
money comes from the sale of butterfat. Naturally this enterprise is sup-
plemented by raising hogs which are fattened on skim milk, the byproduct
of butterfat dairying. More than 60 percent of the Carver County farmer's
income is from deiry farming and hogse.

OFPPORTUNITIES

Ferm values in Carver County are among the highest in the State. The

averege value per acre in 1935 was $89.10 or $9,165 for the average farm,
This land, however, is a sound investment when the operator follows the
farming and marketing methods which the dirt farmers of the district have
alreedy proven to be practical, Broad crop diversification mekes crop fail=-
ure virtually impossible, end in the products he sells, milk, butter, pork,

poultry, eggs, and vegetables, the farmer is marketing & finished product,




Carver County

the price of which remains steeady and close to parity with the goods he must
buy et the store.

The trend of this district is toward smeller ferms with greater inten-
sification in deirying end livestock raising, end with more attention given
to poultry and truck garden products to meet the demand of Twin City merkets.
SEITING

Carver County comprises a land aree of 376 square miles, 92 percent,
or 221,435 acrms}of which is cultivated, The fertile farms were carved out
of the hardwood forest belt which traversed the State from southeast to
northwest, Except for farm wood lots end pasture shede trees, the oaks, ma=
ples, end elms have been cut and the stumps grubbed out.

Topography end Drainage An arm of picturesque Lake Minnetonka extends

across the Hemnepin County line and into Carver. Numerous other lekes,
largest of which is Waconie or Clearwater Leke, dot the counfy. The roll=
ing hills and swells of the northwestern section are drained north by e
fork of the Crow River, The remainder, undulating to rolling in topography,
slopes southeast to the Minmesota River which carves the southeast boundary
of the county.

Soil The soil is mostly rich, black or brovn silt loem or clay loeam
with heavy subsoils. A phosphate deficiency is found in some instances

but the soil is well-supplied with nitrogen end the lime content is ade-
quate for slfalfe end sweet clover.

Climete and Rainfell This section of Minnesota has a growing season of

about 166 deys, with the last killing frost in the spring coming about April

27, and the first in the fall about Oect. 10,




MONTHS

Carver County

CLIMATIC RECORD (12 years)

Apr. lMay

June

July . Auge Octe Nove

Dec.

TOWNS:
Chaska
(alt. 726)
Precipita-
tion

in inches

Tempera-
ture
(Fahren-
heit)

14,49 1 21,2°131,4° | 45.89 58,5°

68,2°

73.9° | 70.2°] 61.9° | 48.2°] 32,89

17.9°

Annual Precipitation 25469 inches

Ammual Temperature  45.4 degrees

SETTLEMENT AND RACIAL ORIGINS

Carver County takes its name from Capt. Jonethen Carver, an early ex-

plorer of the Northwest. During the "townsite boom" which swept this sec-

tion of the State in the early 1850's, Thomes Andrew Holmes headed his boat

into the north bank of the Minnesota River and laid cleim to the townsite

that is now Chaska. The neme "Chaska" is from the Sioux Indisn lenguage

end means "one" or "first] The settlers who followed Holmes were of Yan-

kee stock from the East. They in turn were followed end outnumbered by im-

migrents from northern Europe. The populetion, 16,936 in 1930, is predom-

inantly of Germen origin, though only nifie percent are foreignborn. The

Scendinavien countries are also well-represented with Americesm-born descend-

ants of the Norse pioneers,

COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND SUBDIVISIONS

The county wes organized in 1855,

The farm population numbers 10,464,

It is divided into twelve townships.

(1935 census) with the remsinder living

in the city of Chaska, the county seat, and the villages, Carver, Cologne,

Bongards, Norwood, Young America, New Germeny, Victoria, Waconia, and Water-

town,




Carver County

The average tex rate in Carver County in 1935 was 58.54 mills, having
been raised from 42,11 mills in 1931. However, the increased rate has not
raised the total tex levy, because property valuations have been forced
down with the general decline in price levels, In 1931 the texable value
of property in the county was $13,570,149 and the tex rate of 42,11 mills
was designed to yield $579,937, while in 1935 the valuation was $9,019,461
end the rate of 58.54 mills brought the levy to $537,262, & reduction of
$42,675. 5

Indebtedness The total debt of the county and its subdivisions on Jan, 1,

1936 was $311,653.38, only 3,46 percent of the texable value; much of this
debt is ageinst the municipalities,

Delinguency In 1934 the tax levy was $434,293 of which $23,135, or 5.33

percent, was uncollected, bringing the 1936 total delinquency to $71,905.

MARKETS AND TRADE CENTERS
A swo-hour truck haul to the "billion dollar market" crested by the
three-quarters of a million consumers of St. Paul end Minneapolis is the

marketing advantage enjoyed by Carver County fermers, No point in the coun=~

Ho

ty is more than forty miles from the Twin Cities, a factor which mekes for
speedy and economical disposition of truck gerden crops and deiry productses
Livestock can be marketed at South St. Paul} which is adjacent to the Cap-
ital eity. Chaska, the county seat, and Watertown have corn-cenning fac-
tories and Chaska has the largest beet sugar factory in the State.

Residents of Carver County regerd Minneepolis as the prineipal tread-
ing center because of its proximity. But within the county there are sev-
eral good-sized trading towns’the largest of which are Chaske, the county
seat, with a population of 1901; Waconie, 12913 Norwood, 6073 Watertown, 594;

) !
and Carver, 427. Shakopee, Scott County seat, with a populetion of 2,023, is




Carver Couﬁty

another trading center and lies immediately across the Minnesota River from
Chaska.
COOPERATIVES and (camneries)

Carver cexmby farmers operate 39 cooperatives. The dairy production,
which exceeds $2,000,000 ennually, is marketed through the Twin Cities Milk
Producers Associstion amnd through twelve cooperative creameries located at
Bongerdsy Chaska, 23 Colognej Carver, 2; New Germeny; Hamburg; Mayer;
Victoria; Waconia; and Watertown; and 5 independent creameries at, Cologne,
23 Waconia; Norwood; and Yqung America, Other producer cooperatives include
ﬁi%g'elevatcrs, end tyafég/1ivestock-shipping assoclations.

Consumer cooperatives include three stores selling groceries and general
merchandise, located at Bongards, Hemburg, and Young America, and a coopera-
tive oil company at Viectoria, in addition to two mutual insurence companies
and four cooperative telephone companies.

TRANSPORTATION

Carver gownty is served by four reilroads; the Minneapolis and St, Lou-
is; the Chicago, Milwaukee, St., Paul and Pacific; the Great Northern; and the
Minnesota Western; giving all towns in the county excellent reilway connect-
ions,

A paved roed, US 212, crosses the central part of-the-eecunty from east
to west and connects Chaska, Bongards Cologne, and Norwood with the Twin Ci-
ties. State 25, a bituminous-treated road, traverses the county from north

to south, as does State 41. State 5 enters at the eastern boundary end

Joins State 25 in the center of the county. The State and Federal highways

are supplemented by county roads.

Northland-Greyhound Lines and the Ipterstate Bus Service comnect the
principel towns with the Twin Cities, Express companies maintain truck
transportation over the same routes,

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND AGENCIES




. Cayver County

Churches
Ten religious sects are represented by the 30 churches in Carver Coun-
ty. Of the churches six are Lutheran and ninelgréfCatholic.
Schools In the 66 school districts ofTGarvsr*Gvunty there are 65 schools
with 61 teachers in ungraded schools and 5§?graded elementery end secondary.
High schools are located at Chaska, Norwood, Young America, Waconia, and
Watertown., In 1936, $112,115, or $6.62 per capita, was collectable in
school texes. The public schools are supplemented by Catholic end Lutheren
parochial schools.
Recreation Carver County has facilities for all winter sports and the
popular water sports of Mimmesota. In 1935 nearly’jkﬂﬁ?nﬁllion pike, pick-
eral, trout, bass, sunfish, and crappies were planted in its lakes and streams.
Picturesque Leke Minnetonke extends an arm of her scalloped shoreline
south into Carver County. A romentic historical background enhences the scen-
ic beauty end the resort attractions of the lake, From a timg early in the
L oF

1870's until after the turn of the century, Minnetonka washthé favorite sum-

mer resortsof the entire Nation, attracting vacetioners from ell over the

country., Its beauty inspired Lieurance's,ﬂ%y the Waters of M;pnetonké}\\

and #Lend of the Sky Blue Water™ by Camden.

Each year in September the Carver County Agricultural Society sponsors
en agricultural feir at Carver, and in August the Farmers Cooperative Socie-
Ty holds a fair at Waconia., Chaska honors its leading industry with "Sugar
Day", en annual celebretion in carnival spirit.

FARM INCOME

Farming -in CarverCownty began in the 1850's, with wheat the big erop.

The virgin lend produced well, wheat ferming required a small cepital out-

lay, end took only ebout thfee months of work out of the year. The farms

were almost in sight of the great mills of Minneepolis, thus simplifying

the marketing problem, end the wheat crop was "cashed in" as soon as the
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threshing was over, But the time ceme when a crop change was necessary.

The market price began to sag when western wheat lands were opened; Weeds
spread and soil strength was sapped by the oﬁe-crop system; and a crop feil-
ure meent disasters The farmers soon saw the folly of such a program. They
began to increese the acreage of other small grein crops. Since the turn
of the century, when early ripening varieties of corn were perfected, there
has been a steady inerease in corn acreage.,

Corn, oats, berley, hay, wheat, rye, and sugar beets are now the prin-
cipal field orops. Just a step behind the trend from the ome-crop system
to diversified cropping has followed the trend from cash-crops to feed=crops.

With the exception of sugar beets, small indeed is the proportion of
crops sold for cash, Instead the grain, hey, and corn is fed to livestock
and sold in the form of beef, pork, dair% and poultry products,

The total farm income for Carver County is $5,961,019, an average of
$2,769 for each farm, Half of this amount is derived from the sele of dai-
ry and livestock products. Half of the remainder is derived from the sale
of livestock, and the rest is charged off to the sale of field erops and
forest products and to products consumed on the farm.

CENSUS REPORTS

There has been a steady increase in the acreage under the plow, In
1910 only 63.5 percent of the land aree was in farms, but in 1920 the e-
mownt had been raised to 90.8 percent and to 9248 in 1935, An inorease in
the number of farms end a gradual reduction in the size is being brought
about with the intensification of dairying, poultry reising, end truck gar-

dening. In 1930 there were 2,041 farms averaging 105.9 acres, while in 1935

the number was increased to 2,153 and the average size yé% reduced te 102.9

acres,

One-fourth of Carver County farms are tenant-operated, while over the
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State as a whole the rate is one-third tenents. Forty=-four and nine-tenths
percent of the owner-operated farms in the county were mortgaged in 1930,
the totel debt being $4,389,154. .
A statiscally averege farm in the county besed on thel1955 census
would cover approximately 102,9 acres and be valued at $9,165., a decrease

in valuation of 44,2 percent since 1930, Its bams would house some 18

/
head of cattle of which 15 would be cows more then ore year old, a flock

of 124 chickens, S head of swine/(il less than in 1930, end on every four-

teenth such farm there would be a flock of 14 sheep. Crop acreage on this
farm would consist of: ocats, 9.8 acres; wheat, 4 acres; barley, 3.5'acres;

corn, 18,7 acres,of which 43 percent would be harvested for grain; hay,

17.9 acres; an occasional crop of flax end rye; and on every eighteenth
such farm would be a crop of pine acres of sugar beets. The farmstead
end buildings would cover a few acres, a substential proportion of pasture

would be allowed, end the garden would be devoted to fruits, potatoes, and

other vegetables.
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CARVER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL
STATISTICS

Population, 1930 (county) ...............................16,956]
Approx‘ lmd area .Il"l.'376 Sq. mib’ﬂz/...ll.l......'.ll'24o’64o acres

COUNTY SEAT = Chaska

FARM DEVELOPMENT

Nmber Offams, 1955 990009 ssesesddtesstaOsOESIOTERPRPERTCRY 2’155:’
Lend in farms, 92 percent of total are@ seececccesceses 221,455 acres
Averﬁge Size of fams (EEEE R ERNRENNENENENNENNNENREENEESENRE-RESE N 102.9 acresj

FARM VALUES

Averﬂge value per &acre, 1935 censecsvsnccerevorescsocsses $89010-]
# i " » 1930 @ess o s sasssss0nBsBERPSONERRPS 155.3637

Aver&ge value per farm, 1935 2000 PP PR IEPIPOPEEPEOOSIIOIETS 9,1651”0
n "

% o 1930 e 00 s 080 RSB RBEREIERPRBOIIRIRNCOPRTREYS 16’44(‘.00

THE TAX PICTURE

Total taxeble Value, 1935 ececcesssscccesceossssssssns $9,018,461
Total gereral tax 1evy, 1935 ceesscccssccsocsccssssses 537,262
Average tax Tate .eeeecevcecsscssscstsscsscscsncssceee 58.54 mills
Total debt of county and subdivisions esesseecsscseseee 311,6563,38

Per capita debt 9005838008080 000000 0000800090090 QCRTPPSLOIRLS 318040
County DONASB sssscos0ssssssssssssnssssasnsssssnssenens none

Total debt is 3 percent of the taxable value.

TENANCY AND MORTGAGE

Number of ovner-operated farms, 1935 escecocesveescsese 1,372

P WO TE 1 BB e e 6 suaisn bnie e dinse ol niain vialnibiors aie b e bl e SO

Managers, 1955 @8 8008050680008 08080800083209800000888R RS 13

TenantS, 1085 sivieonssdivossrssnioesseeasisesvnnesseess DEA

Percentage of tenancy, 1935 ececcccccvcccssserescesesee 2042 percent
Number of farms mortgaged (owmer operated) 1930 s..... 697

Percentage of farms mortgaged (owner operated), 1930 ., 44,9 percent —
Amoumt of farm mortgage debt, 1930 sececscessccesseres $4,389,154
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FARM INCOME (1930 fensus)

Average‘Farm Incom5 .l.";’t.'.".‘Ol.l‘lllllllll'!l'l%2,769
Sources of Income (by products)

Dairy and livestock products ..... $3,087,348 ... 5148 percent
Livestock ssssssssenssssssssncncee 1,378,514 esse 23sl

CropS Ceee PP RIS IORORIOIIBLIIBOIOOEOVPORBRLAS 645,467 & sev e 10.8
Products USOA sesevvecervecsssessse 810,012-J eans 13.5

Forest products ssssssnssanssssnse 59,678 esse o6

Total $5,961,019 <.ee 99.8

LIVESTOCK HOLDINGS
1935 1930
Cattle and calves acoiclco!.-.co-'¢u39’384 ouo.oi-oonlnon-39,062

Swine ...a.onoooonc.-o-000000000001120,319 oov--o-..-.-oa.45,066
Sheep and yambs essassesnssenssessens 2,119 eseesssssessrsn 2,192

HOI‘SGS &Ild COltS [ EENEENR NN EREEEREERE NN/ 7,571 IEEEREENRENENENRNEN] 7,531

CROP CENSUS (1935)

Crop Ferms ‘Bpﬁhglﬁ
Corn 2,024

Corn (harvested) 1,641 297,814
Wheat 1,228 85,987 ]
Oats 1,518 420,314
Barley 1,036 J 122,307
Alfalfe 1,530 9,827 tons
Sugar beets 116 _] Y 7,859 tons
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