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\{1 JIORY OF THE MeGREGOR LAKES REGION

\

Mary Gardner Pruitt

Introduction

" History," said Don Quixote, " is the rival of time, the depository of great

actions, the witness of the past, example to the nresent and monitor to the future."
All history is the result of something that has gone before, and the reasons for the
history of a region are not always, as might be supposed, determined by people,
but _generally hy geogrephy. The geography peculiar to any locality often forecasts
and pre-determines its subsequent history.

The McGregor Lakes Region offers an almost perfect example of this theory.
Thousands of years before it qhguired human inhabitants, Nature, maker of geography,
had dssreed‘éﬁ~g ;f;At extent.the trend—of the history of all the peonle who were

later destined to live outthe drama—of their lives here. Aeons before man's coming ,
‘&‘ LA \"Tfl

nature had set the staze for thisfgéea¢ drama, had in a large measurey resolved the

events thet—were to transpire in its story, and ordained the kind of characters who

were to act ewt the parts. ‘ X Hed Oﬁﬁq

it

, e
The theatre of tnfs(dnana lies in the southern part of the famous Arrowhead
\

country, one hundred and twenty-five miles north of the Twin Cities and sixty
miles west of Duluth. It is a land of countless fish-filled lakes, f deep
valleys and rugged hills, pine and hardwood covered. A region of wide peat bogs

and blueberry marshes broken by hay and sedge-covered meadows and criss-crossed




by winding, wluggish streams. Over many of its shallow lakes are vaské fields
of wild rice, the folle avoine of the French traders. Some of the forest

tracts provide refuge for the—fieet—footed dee?/'Which, driven from their native

1)
habitat imothé:southern part of the state by the¥flow od=tizet{ pioneer; have migrated

and multiplied in the cut-over land to the north. In these woods the black bear
still gathers his meal of berries or fish, and eyes the sheep pastures. The awmew
complaining porcupbne cries of hie woes. The industrious beaver, whose mweh
coveted pelt was the medium of exchange in this area for so many years, 1is found
in small colonies, busy still at his 1liféts work of building dams. The oriniac
of Radisson, the shy and clumsy moose, is now rarely seen, but brush wolves are

’U\lli s ‘:;"L-
plentiful and make life an unessy4a$#a$r for the frolicing snowshoe rabbit and

smaller natives of Minnesota's woodlands.

For several decades past, this region h2s been a summer tourist haven.

\.{,\\ s

Scores of resofts,®et the shores of its lakes. There are summer cabins and all
types of camp accomodations for vacationists who seek its cool waters for fishing
and bathing. Beaches and playgrounds, boats with guides to the fishing grounds
and all facilities that might contribute to the comfort or nleasure of the summer
visitors are provided. In the sutumn, ducks and wild game attractg many hunters.
to-this-section. There are plessant farms here, where considerable dairying is
carried on. Excellent roads wind over the hills and through the meadows, and in
the winter quantities of timber are shipped from the fringes left by the great
logging days.
All this, for the present, is the finale of the drama of the McGregor

Lakes country. The last act is being played. We can scan the past for the ; %I”?/
O;J—n'rr:-” L

TG TIM A

*—Several-generationg, " we are told by Rebers G-Binkley,-!' _have.gone—into
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the building up of the corpus of publithed material to make critical studles,

to collect the bibliographies, to. organize-the knowledze from which our present
historical work is documented. Our PH¥D's move sure footed through-this materials
If I want to write on the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, I-would know vhere to look for
the material. I could begin where the last scholar left..off.! But,Binkley adds,
if he wanted to write of.a certain.district he would find-nothing-prepared.for
him.

This holds true -fer-the-MeGregor.Lakes Region. Much of the story has never
before been told. In the files of libraries lie the fading letfers of the early
missionaries to the Indiansj the corresnondgﬁce between the old Northwest Fur
Company and meay—ef its farflung trading posts; the ledgers of accounts of the
logzers; and scraps of meaningful paper, resurrected and 1aﬁ;ed;, éuckskin suits
and broken notsua&é-numberless articles}have been carefully preserved. These are
the dim records, the tokens of man's life and activity in this country. Piecemeal
it must be put together, warp from here, woof from there, illuminated by imagination,
s@ad- woven together to tell a story of savage Indians, adventurers and explorers, gay
voyaguers ani coureurs de bois, hardy pioneers, scheming politicians and determined
settlersfx\ The acconnts of day-by-day living here are scattered far and wide, but

fop the fuandamentel—r<ssens for the—evenbs—im the hgwtory of this region a!record

SR
‘nrain&ijritﬁen)has been left., In recording the history of today or of the past,

the historiem relates most aocuratel*7we are told?wnen the geographic background
is kept in mind. A discussion-of the geography of this region must also.invelve

a_consideration of the-age, climate;-topography, relief, minerals; florevand.fauna.
P me
Ezch—of—threse—heas-odamrimportent-bearing on its history, and_}n thretr light;

0y Leaipn
the leter historical eventé\would‘seem almost to be, as someone has said, geography

set in motion.




THE MCGREGOR LAKES REGICN

Vacation land of the north, a land of jewel-like lakes, of game

end fish, of pine and fur, the land of wigwasigamipg, the birch bark camp, and

of Paul Bunysn—this is the country of the McGregor lakes. A region, too, of
wide bogs and blueberry marshes, broken by hay and sedge-covered meadows, criss-
crossed by sluggish streams. A region of youthful vigor which. hes not lost the

signs and spirit of its romantic past.

-World history often turns on the conquests and defeats of warriors,
the policies of heads of state, the~Gperations of captains of industry. But

history is not always-mfide by persons. Sometimes it is defined by geography,

end the physfcal peculiarity of a place frequently pre-determines its subsequent]

|
history. The McGregor lakes section offers en almost perfect example of this |
f,’;ﬁ-"""‘" e T s S 4 !
process.j]Thousands of years before it had humen inhabitants, nature, meker—of
— |-

geography, had set the stage and outlined much of the story of those who were

*aber destined to live here, QLLML f‘!iﬁ'b'h

e The-laocation of this, region was unique in-severel wayse——It. centers
[ A
“1

% around what was 2 necessary peinb—ed passage for all the early peoples who had,
perforce, to travel by water across what is now northern Minnesota. Here was
the watershed or height of land between vast areas of commerce, the place where /

the waters draining to the Great Lekes-St. Lawrence basin and those of the Miese
issippi system most clesely approach each other, I5 was—neturel—thet for ccunt=
- . UJ-V—CLA’Q
Zess centuries it skewdd—be the passageway for water~travelers; since they carried
/ y
Thua Ll(.uu»«.&.».-: A by Y Az ,dlh[g,j

their boats and belongings on their backs between rivers,AFistance from water to

weter wa&~very-izmm&#xﬁuféarﬁﬂunwrﬂnv&~%hey_snught—atwayS“the—shUrtesir1%»dﬁu
®




THE MCGRECOR LAKES REGION

Here, too,were lakes. Sinee—pre=hisbery, EPese bright, cool depths
’ IQ.&A--‘L?IZ” o 84 =
had furnished subsistence for primitive people. Fish were theirs for the taking,

and on the shores were birch, spruce, pine and tamarack, the materials for con-
kAR Lo—itio
structing their huts. €&her—telres—were here also, the dark, shalloW'onj( that

o

in the fall were fields of wild rice, the folle avoine of the French traders.,

ﬂqwﬂldﬁh3$h0397—a3~muchraSWany other-feabure;—influsnced the savages—to-settlie-tere;
(%
L

A H LIV At
dnotherfaetor—imthe—history—of the McGregor country wes the fur-
‘ WAL
bearing animels that supplied food and clothing for the aborigines and emeited
povelid, o

the merchants of Europe. Now the forest tracts provide safe refuge for deer,
[

which, driven by the pioneer's plow from their native habitat in the southern

—

A
part of the state, have migrated(gﬂa‘multiplie im the cut-over land of the nort%1A{Q§>
N TTT—— —_— =l

In these woods, the black bear still gathers his meal of berries or fish and
eyes the sheep pastures. The unhappy porcupine still complains. About the

shores of muddy lakes, thousands of muskrats each year build their own model

‘.

\." of the wigwame Along the watercourses, mink and weasels take sharp-eyed strolls.

% 1."\‘ \

8

5 L /" are plentiful and meke life an uneasy adventure for the frolicking sncwshce rab-

bit and smaller creatures of the woodlandse
Rt o | trm ; :
7/(“ s #LJ/!L J,.p‘?@,*,l @

Ls
! }f ¥ae a natural dwelling place and has been peopled since befere—the
Tiw €9, A v oe M ollraale ek

‘qcoming of the Indianse As its advantages breuwght primitive man So—bdi-Rarly-date,
)

so, too, it was among the first spots reached by whiYe explorers of the north-

weste Even before Father Hemnepin found the Falls of St. Anthony, a white man

was traversing the Sevemna Portage. Sandy Lake was spoken of es/a place of im-
/

portance, along with La Pointe and Saulte St, Marie, while St./Paul and Minnea=-

polis were still unimagined towns of the future.

A




THE MCGREGOR LAKES REGION Page 3.
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I%Fveral decades have passed since| this regio?xggZamé a summer
tourist haven. Scores of resorts now enliven the shores of its lakes.
There are hotels, cabins and all types of camp accommodations for vaca-
tionists. Beaches and playgrounds, boats with guides to the fishing grounds,
all facilities that contribute to the comfort and pleasure of the summer

visitor are provided:/)

>

>
[ In the autumn, ducks and wild game draw crowds of hunters. “thewe

-~ ;.;
'y are pleesent—farms—where—eensidereble—dairying s carried-on. Excellent roads
o

wind over the hills and through the meadows. In the winter, quantities of
4 e W_,f' g
timber are shipped the fringeiﬁleft from the great logging days. Be-

/dll)'LfLL =

8’ /)
tween this present picture of the region and the past, many bhinse—heve & A
z

happened.

Much of the story has never been tolds In the files of libraries
lie the fading letters of the early missionaries to the Indians, correspondence
between the old Northwest ‘ur Compeny and its farflung trading posts, the led=
gers and account books of loggers, and scraps of meaningful paper, resurrected
and labeled. Numberless articles have been carefully preserved: buckskin suits
and broken pots, copper knives and sacred rattles, paddles and axe-heads. These
are the tokens of man's life and activity in this country. Piecemeal the record
may be assembled, warp from here, woof from there, woven togetherfi%luminated by
imagination aneé to tell e storys A tale of Indians, adventurers and explorers,

gay voyageurs, and coureurs de bois, treaty makers, timber cruisers and deter-

mined settlerse.

The preface to the story of the region was written in its geologic

youth, when the swift St. Louis river diverted the waters of the Cloquet from

=
—




THE MCGREGOR LAKES REGION

the Mississippi into Lake Superiocr. So was formed the Savanna Portage, that

stretch of ground where the two great river basins all but join each other.

The Indians knew the portage and guided over it the first fur traders
and explorers and, in their wake, the first missionaries. This trail, now sunk
in the ooze of more than a century, overgrown with tamarack, spruce and swamp
alder, was a main artery of travel for two hundred years. But the steamboat
and the railroad sealed the doom of the portage, and it had almost disappeared

when it was recently uncovered.

The Savanna Portage was the way "to reach the west and ultimately
the Pacific by the most approved route." Over it, for generations, came supplies
and gewgaws for ﬁﬁé(&;;ﬁgﬁ) and down it, in payment, came furs and more furs.
Thousands end thousands of rich pelts, bundled in "pieces" of seventy-five to
a hundred pounds, slung in a portage collar upon the back of a voyageur or

Indian, passed over the Savannae. It saw the rise and fall of a huge industry.

Deep in the swempland, down under the black muck, a searcher may still
a
find/f’ew tamarack logs pleced there by the "Old Nor'west." Along the trail's

2, b Nt QD
\may yet remein the skeletems of wrecked cences. Scmewhere

boggy course, there
along the soggy passageway, a traveler even now can hear the splash of the beaver,
the muffled drum of a ruffed grouse, and in imagination en eerie echo, "Level

Level" - the voyageur's ory.

+5—wes just four centuries ago thet the Spaniard De Sot& first looked

upon the Mississippi. From that time onward, efforts were made by white men to
reach the upper river. But it was almost one hundred and fifty years before

thet heppened, and it wes not the Spanish seeking a route to the "Western Sea,"
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but the French, who finally reached its The French came from a different

direction and for ancther reason. The beaver had been discovered. The find-

ing of that strange little animal deeply affected the history of the world,
M'Q/tl\.,ﬂ-"} A Q,J,,rL‘j“ {J ".“l‘( o\

for the subsequent development of the fur trade was fundamenbet—in the settle-

ment of Canada and the west,

No sooner had the French learned that Spain had reached a new world,
then their ships were on the high seas bound for the same place. They began
trade at once with the Indians whom they encountered along the seashore. Pre-
sently they ventured into the interior and found more natives along the St,.
Lawrence and the Great lakes, ancestors of the Chippewa, who rosmed over a wide
territory and used the beaver for clothing and foode "They wore no other clothes

than a moose skin or a beaver robe, which consists of five or six skins sewed

together.;‘ The French gave them guns, ironware, hatchets and clothing to en-

.

courage them to hunt the beaver.

The Iroquois Indians, who were the bitter foes of the Chippewa and
waged continual war against them, finally drove them westward. The Frenchmen's
purses also felt the pinch, as the Iroquois closed one after another of the
waterways and furs dwindled. So when the Chippewa huntsmen were forced farther

inlend for safety and furs, the French traders followed them.

Before this time, around the quiet reaches of the upper Mississippi,
the Sioux Indians hed made their homes. They had forced out or assimilated an
earlier people who dwelt in huts and left evidence of their occupation in hundreds
of scattered mounds. The westward fleeing Chippewa encroached at length on the

hunting grounds of the Sioux, and a bloody contest began that wes to last for
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generationse The Chippewa, armed with French guns, were successful in driving
their enemy out, and they themselves settled down about Sandy Lake and near its

surrounding waters.

The fur trade, steadily developed by the French, presently attracted
{

O
the Britisﬁj /The Hudson's Bay Company was organized to engage in the trade.

Vars between Englend and France spread to the new worldj emd defeated in Europe,
France ceded to England Canads aud eastern Louisiana, which igéluded the upper
Mississippi regione F;r—a—béme, ;erritory shifted from French, to Spanish, to
British rule, and finally to Ame;;can ownershipe The French retired from the

trade in the area, and the British entrenched themselves in their fus\trading

postse

Under the British, fur trading in this section reached its peake

The Northwest Fur Company built a fort on Brown's Point in 1794 which became

W
the hub of the enormous fur trade on the upper Mississippi and flprished until

1812, By Jay's treaty of 1794, the British had agreed to give up all posts that

{

-

A 20
were held on Americen soil, and this did result in the removal of their important
Grand Portage Rost to Fort Willieme But there was no change at Sandy Lake.
British flags and medals continued to win Indian friendship, and the boundary

was an uncertain thing, generally disregarded.

Although the Northwest Company was powerful, it did not have en un-

challenged monopoly of the tradee Rivals sprang up from time to time,but it

Uptisks STELTo
was generally able to oust them or buy them out. In 1805, the Aﬁ?aéaans began
e s
to show some interest in this rich industry and sent, Zebulon Pike, an—azmy

offieer, up the Mississippi from St. Louis to investigates In 1809, the newly
organized American Fur Company sent its traders into the regione The American

and the Northwest both continued to trade, forming at times a united organization.
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But during the War of 1812, with both sides trying to win the support of the
northwest Indians, the fur trade fell to ome-fourth of its former volume.

The war brought about the collapse of the British fur regimes

The American Fur Company succeeded as the dominent orgenization in

the northwests At first it continued the trading post which had been built
=
on Brown's Point, but sometime between 1820 and 1832, the first and second

) | ,’\

T\ ;
visits of Henry SchoolcraftA the post was moved to a point near the outlet

of the lake into Sandy Rivere It became the center of the fur trade for all
the upper Mississippi. Agents assembled here to get supplies; Indian hunters
were dispatched to the forests; explorers and surveyors and public men visited

the Sandy Lake post and were entertained by the staff in charge.

William Aitkin, who had come to Minnesota years before as a boy, was
put in command of the American Fur Company's Fond du Lac department, with head-
quarters as Sandy lLeke, soon after it was taken over from the old Northwest.
An influential man, Aitkin was equally at ease in the company of scientist,

v 1 TP SO
politiciaq)or savage chief, the friend of governors and of%;;é}trﬁppers, a
polished gentlemen with two Indian wives. 6 He led the life of a feudal lord

at Sandy Leke during the successful reign of the American Fur Company, and

for over twenty years his word was practically the law of the land.

Manyﬁﬁéﬁﬁof interestgor influence lived for a time at Sandy Lake, or
. “thre o
passed through the areas. Amonpg the-persensdities whose lives touched this
rpvxquwvbdbho
region were two represemtatives of the first Negro family in Minnesota. The
Bongas were the descendants of a West Indies slave and a Chippewa woman.
size and strength they were veritable giants, and it was George Bonga who

traced down the slayer of one of Aitkin's sons and delivered him to the

authoritiese The trial of the murderer was the first criminal court trial
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under the territorial law of Wisconsin.

More than e century ago, the first missionary came to Sandy Lake.
He was Frederick Ayer, who believed that education must supplement the gospel
in helping the heathen to salvation. The first scﬁool, outside of Fort Smelling,
in what 1s now the state of Minnesota was organized by him at Sandy Lakes lany
herolec missionaries followed Ayer's footsteps here. Often they were the<;;&$;;;s-
only friend; protecting him against certain grasping elements among the whites,

and they supplied him with food and medical care as well as the Christian testa=

mente Their story of hope and misgivings, of high-hearted labor and hopeless
surrender to circumstances, lives in the scattered pages of wr&%ing—%efb—by“t@pma
j(\}.&.kw I adoA) |
A day eventually came when the beaver, upon whose silky pelt all the
great structure of the fur trading industry had been built, began to grow scarce.
The seemingly endless supply of fur failed under the pire'sistent, reckless des-
truction of the fur-bearing animals. The diminished trade was not profitable.
The posts fell vacant, and for a time Sandy lake was left again to the Chippews.
ds

But not Ior long, Jo ™

. e (W

About the time the missionary pertod came to a close, a previously
/]

neglected resource suddenly became valuable. In the eastern states, the forests

were thimning out, while in towms all through the Mississippi valley newcomers
walited impatiently for the lumber with which to build their houses. At the same
time, magnificent pine forests, untouched by the axe, blanketed all northeastern
Minnesotas Such a situation, in that dywemie day, could have but one outcomes

Timber cruisers and loggers by the thousands came trooping in, and a new in=-

dustry took over the region, Of this period,\qim Hil} wrote: "Even as late as

1855, when I first came here, it was thought thatjMinnesota was fit for little {

: Aﬁﬁ*dfﬂiq
- A ) B SN AN
fn ’(j’?"ij g L ot

Ak




THE MCGREGOR LAKE REGION

else then lumbering."

Nowhere in Minnesota were there richer pine forests than about the
upper reaches of the Mississippis. Lumbering was begun here by Joe Libby, and
from the time he came with his ox-team, plodding through the roadless wilder=
ness, there was no cessation of the chunking axe and the ringing saw for over
a half centurye. In their haste to secure.the best of the timberlands, l}ttle‘
enough disceretion was used by the lumbermen. Many were merely speculators,
bent on acquiring land in one way or another to resell to someone else and

realize a profit, then move one

Still, the lumbering period was one of solid progress as well as
sweaty heroics and mighty feats of daring with bobsled and pickpole. To ride
a log and direct a‘driye‘down the Mississippi required Tourage and skills Tales
of Paul Bunyan wé;;*;éégfdwgnd embellished)&né—énventad, while out of the region
rolled millions upon millions of feet of matchless virgin pine. Sawmills and

dams were built. Little settlements began to cluster around them. Then came

a few pioneer farmers whose eyes were set hopefully on the soil.

Govermment agents and sometimes politicians negotiated a succession
of land treaties with the Indians. Bit by bit and acre by acre, the treaties
took the Indian's land away from hime In its place he was given cash, timber=-
land, and reservationse The aims of justice were nsééééiéam defeated in the

consummation of these treaties; as the Indian's authority diminished, his con=-

sent to a treaty was often a foregone conclusion./ Resentments smouldered, and’

— 7 - 4

in 1898 there was a last effort at resistance. The country about braced it-

: \ } self for what looked like certain massacre, but the Sandy Lake Chippewa took

4 f no part in the abortive uprisinge.

s X
# Pk SR
i |
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Fo—wree 3? 1870 bha%rghe decisive break with the past was made in

— : o sy .
the northwoodiﬂ In—thet—yeam, the Northern Pacific Iallroai)came throughe

Before, travel had been almost entirely by boat. Only an occasional ox-team
labored up the Mississippi tote-road, and there were no other roads. Now,
however, settlements sprang up here and there. 1In 1891, the most important,
MeGregor, was settled by Italian immigrant homesteaders and a few Frenchmens
Shortly after, others moved in, smong them former lumbermen who had logged

oo

for many years in the region.

The steamboats and the railrocad arrived almost simultaneously. After
the first trip of the Pokegama, steamboats began regular runs as far as the foot
of the Thundering Rapids, now the site of the village of Grand Rapids. These
boats were mostly stern-wheelers carrying freight and passengers. Sometimes
as many as a hundred people and fifty tons of freight were packed on a steam=
boat for the trip up the rivers The best known of the steamers was the Andy
Gibson, which made a record run in 1885 from Aitkin to Grand Rapids and back
in thirty-seven hours. Steamboats were for years the only means by which the
upper river could be reached. They towed log rafts, carried pienic parties
on excursions, took the pioneer farmer to his claim, hauled supplies for the
loggers, and even, in one instance at leasf, provided a homeymoon trip for a
pair of newlyweds.

Road building started soon after the coming of the railroad. In

many places, roads and ditches were built side by side. Settlers gradually

filled the region su;Z:Qnding McGregor, several villages were built, some

farms developed. Sefflers from the Scandinavial countries and from Finland,

attracted by libsgral homestead laws, moved in. The frontier was pushed-farther

4
7
/

ﬁ(») Ol
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back when new country was opened up by the laying of the Soo Line railroade
Several towns appeared along its route, and lumber camps were established

and wood products shipped oute

..f“;}_ JI ¥yt )—e C",, i:f )

N -
The years following.made swifter changes, Good roads were built
e A

in almost all the McGregor area., Telegraph service, telephones, electric

E?,

f/

SN - Jyv fo

lights and bué transportation brought the modern world to the section. The

“~lush meadows give rise to the short-lived "wiregrass" industry. Farming with

0 7L

o7 pr
—ny PV
c TV 8%

diversified crops such as clover, potatoes, alfalfa and flax has proved profit-

ab{iévah general ,.thoush, the section has responded grudgingly to the demands
A

of the farmer, and the elaborate ditc%;ﬁuilding program to drain the lands for

B0

e
.

cultivation has not met with success. Much of the region is still essentially
aal -

'\ a forest and game refuge area; albhough, where the soils are adapted for ity

\

v
"‘?.”;:- ’1"/37 g

Lﬁhere are fine farms and dairying is profitableﬁ' In some insﬁances, wet and

-

N
\

unadaptable farm lands have been returned to the staete or federal government

Yy @7
0 o
4

4

to be used for tree and game preserves. A number of such conservation projects

are established in the region.

Some remnants exist here of most of the former resources. rhere are
still colonies of beaver, especially more numerous in recent years. Trapping

is still profitable when carried on locally as a sideline for the farmer and
“' : "
is under the direction of the Department of Comservation. Lumbering furmishes
/l
e living for many.

But much of the activity of the region is now connected with recreation.

Part of the famous Arrowhead country, the section is within one of the most
NA- 7: !,"i -
femous resort areas in America. As a vacation ground, a favorite region for

hunters and fishermen and summer visitors, it will continue to grow and develop.

drrncehoel_
The long story of the McGregor lakes region written by nature is not completed, -

only a new chapter has been begun.




OVER THE RIM OF TIME

The MeGregor lakes country may, perhaps, be thought of as relatively

new, But this recently settled country, like the rest of Minnescta, has had
1
& long past. At least five hundred million years of ite Within the state

' ) £ h O 14 A
are the oldest formations in the world, the prehistoric granites, and the

A 2 : A
youngest, the glacial deposits.

These first lands were built up in a period of tremendous volcanic
activity. Mountain ranges rose, were destroyed and rose againe. Warm seas

covered the lande But millions of years ago, these seas disappeared, leaving
. -

plains to dry in the sune Thus land was formed, much like the present, with
3
hills and valleys but without lakes.

Next, from the north, the west and the east, great ice sheets moved
in and covered the face of the land. Four times the glaciers, hundreds of miles
in extent, pushed and ground down over this region% Across the surface of the
landscape were strewn boulders, soils and countless tons of other debris. Be=
tween each of these invasions of ice, thousands of years passed during which

)
the glaciers receded and vegetation returned.

Louis H. Powell, Around a Geologic Clock in Minnesota.

Minmesota History llagazine, Vol. 15, June 1934, Minnesota Historical
Society, St. Paul, p. 1l41.

Powell, Geologie Clock, 15: 142; Charles Richard Van Hise and Kenneth
Leith, The Geology of the lLake Superior Region, United States Geological
Survey, Govermment Printing Office, 1911, p. 27,

Powell, Geologic Clock, pp.143-146.

Deniel ET Willard, The Story of the North Star State, Webb Publishing
Company, St. Paul, second edition, Pe 55.

Williard, North Star State, 147; Powell, Geologic Clock, 147.




OVER THE RIM OF TIME

One of these, the Labrador glacier, advancing through the Lake
6
Superior basin, reached as far es the present towns of McGregor and McGrath.

It brought a pinkish drift without limestone and spread it over the area.

From the west, the Keewatin glacier brought grey drift that overlaps the pink
7
between McGregor and Lewler. Millions of acres of ice filled the Reiny river

valley, and this great mass rolled over the continent al divide past the present
8
Grand Repids and as far as Aitkin. As the ice melted, ridges and hills of

glacier-borne drift made dams for the melting iedr;;ter.

radirelorie

Gradually a great lake collected, Lake Aitkin, which was twenty-five

miles wide and extended for about fifty miles from the mouth of the Swan river
(2]

o

to the north edge of Crow Wing countye All of the McGregor lekes region,

except for a few islands, was under the waters of this huge lake forléruhousand

year{] Then the last of the glaciers melted away, and the Mississippi river,

carrying tons of ice water, begen to cut into the drift-formed bank of Lake

Aitkine. Finally an outlet near the present town of Brainerd was worn through,
(L'xs"- 4 A
and the waters of Lake Aitkin flowed into the river and were carrled down to
10 A
the Gulf of lexico.

;tiiVLKLVI

e lemdseape of this region was scarred end sltered by the glaciers
with hills and valleys and streams but most of all with lakese Once lakeless,
it has today more than two hundred lakes of which Sandy Leke is the largest.

11
All are creations of the glacial age. Peat bogs or swamp lands now cover

—— e — e

Williard, North Star State, 57
Williard, North Star State, 57
Williard, North Star otate, 156
w;lllara, North Star State, 190
Powell, Geologie Clock, 147; Williard, North Star State, 191
Powell, Geologic Clock, 191 j
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the mud bottom of vaenished Lake Aitkin, Certain of these swamp lands have

the ground water level so near the surface that trees cannot take root in

them. Thousends of acres are covered with rank grass and sedgese The
12
"Crex" grasslands near McGregor and Lansford are such treeless swamps.

The old lake bottom from Hill City to Palisade and licGregor contains many
13

4 / fix
extensive swamps.

There were islands in Lake Aitkin, and(fflisadeaétand on one of the
14 ——

smellest of them. The ancient gravelly beaches of Lake Aitkin, rising
above the surrounding lowlands, have also determined the sites of several

towns. Around McGregor, a glacial outwash plain, submerged and worked over
15
by the waves of a shallow bay, formed sand bars thet remained as sandy islends

’ fﬂ/[?f:r- f'{ <4
in the peat bog which succeeded the lakes The town of McGregor is-leeated on

such a gravelly bare lansford is on a island's beache The Northern Pacifie
16
Railroad runs from island to island between the two towns.,

it
The altitude of McGregor on its lake-washed sand plain is 1,254 feet.

This sand plain reaches as far as Grayling, where the beach ridge is very broad
18

and high. To the north, the shore line of the old lake is now submerged in

swemp and bog and is difficult to finds A bay of Lake Aitkin extended to the
4 19
- town of East Lake which stands on the ancient beach, The glaciers left in

Williard, North Star State,
Williard, North Star State,
Williard, North Star State,
Williard, North Star State,
Williard, North Star State,
Williard, North Star State,
Williard, North Star State,
Williard, North Star State,




CVER THE RIM OF TIME

this region many hills of drift called moraines, West of Lawler is a moraine
two miles wide?o

Besides modifying the surface of the 1and'with hills and lekes, the
glaciers had a profound effect upon the soils. Climatic variations through
the ages brought changes, tooe As the ice advanced, trees and other plant
life retreated before it; as the glaciers melted, the vegetation again crept
northwarde. Because of this, many hardwocd trees have been found far south
of their usual latitude, and the pines migrating northward are mixed with the
hardwoodss The advance and retreat of the glaciers hﬁzz also determined the
bird, fish and animal ?ife.

There is one natural feature of the McCGregor lakes region that is
significant above all others for the part it played in the early history of
the section?é This is the Savamnna Portage, & stretch of hill and swamp

connecting the drainage basins of the Mississippi and the Greet Lakes. The

removal of the weight of the great glaciers caused a change in the surface

o
ﬁlevel, a warping, tilting end folding in the region; a central height of

lend arose. Where the ice lingered longest in the lowlands to the east, the

land tended to dip eastward. West of the central height was the Mississippi.

-
——

From the divid?>theﬁ3\the Ste Louis river flowed eastward to the Great Lakes,

while Sandy Lake drained west and south to the Mississippi.

Williard, North Star State, 230, 244, 368.

Powell, Geologic Clock, 142.

Lawrence lMartin, The Pleistocene, in "The Geology of the Leke
Superior Region," U. S. Geological Survey, Charles Van Hise

and Kenneth Leith, editors, Government Printing Office, Washington,
D. C., 1911, pp. 427,448,449,




OVER THE RIM OF TIME

Erosion continued after the glacial perflid, changing and shortening
the distence between the two drainage systems. ‘he swiftly flowing St.
Louis extended its headwaters westward. In time, it encountered the slow
moving Cloquet river and the East Savanns river. These two streams, it is

- = 23

considered probable, were once part of the Mississippi system. The pirate
s P N

Ste Louis captured them, together with a little stream at the head of the

Prairie river, and turned them all eastward to flow into the Great “akes. The

reversal of these streams lessened the portage distance between the St. Louis

river end Sandy Lekes So here, when the world was young, thousands of years
z

o

before men appeared, a natural passageway was established for later trade and
24
transportation between the Great Lakes and the Mississippie.

Charles Richard Van Hise and Xenmeth Leith, The Geology of the
Lake Superior Region, U. S. Geological Survey, Govermment Printing
Office, Washington, D. C., 1911, p. 113,

Professor Irving H. Hart, The Geologic Origin of the Savanna and
the Prairie River Portages, Ninmesota History, The Winmesots
Historical Society, December 1932, p. 403.




ANCIENT ENEMIES

History does not name the first inhabitants of the Sandy
Leke region, although much has been learned of their: lives and customs
from the mounds which they left. There are thousands of these strange
earthworks scattered about the state, but who built them or what their

purpose was is still obscure.

Many mounds exist in the McGregor lakes country.\ Brower,
the geologist, mapped and described. a group of one hundred and eighty-
1
six at Leke Bromley, now Mandy Lake, near Kimberly; they were along the

bluffs overlooking the swamp through which the Rice river flows. On the

-3
gt

south side of_ﬁhefsmall stream uniting Dam Lake and Long Lake, three curious
parallel ridges were discovered; in 1907, excavation in one of them dis=-
closed a very ancient skulls. Many relics of prehistoric times as well as
pottery, kmife blades, hatchets and other items of later origin have been
found along the northeast shore of Dam Lake?

Near the Mississippi, on the Sandy river, where a number of

dome-like mounds were examined, arrow heads, lance points and copper orna=

ments have been unearthed.fvggme sharp po

inted poniards with shallow grooves
)
for handleg wese/among the articles founqw, When the government dem was

B - ; :

o———

Newton H. Winchell, ed., The Aborigines of Minnesota, The Pioneer
Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1911, pp. 343-346.
Winchell, Aborigines, pe 348,
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built across the Sandy river, a copper spear head nine inches long and
) other artifacts were brought up from the river bottom mud.

vl

DA

; , Crescents of native copper have also been uncovered, probably
A;J,vt'l’)"-'/[" N ?’I L5 :
like the savages' ornaments described by/Radisson: "Their ears are pierced

/|

in five places— the holes so big that your little finger might pass through.
They have yallow waire that they make with copper, made like a starr or a
4
half moone, and there hang it."
The mound builders vanishede. ILarge Sioux villages were about
Sandy Leke when white men first penetrated the region. Tradition seems to
5

indicate that they migrated there from other sections before 1600, and that

no other tribe had seriously disputed their claim to that hunter's paradise.

The Sioux were fierce warriors, feared and respected by their

enemies. As early as 1642, the French had heard of theme. Some thirty years

later, Marquette observed that "there are certain people called Nadouessi,
dreaded by their neighbors, and although they only use the bow and arrow
they use it with so much dexterity that in a moment they fill the air. In
the Parthian mede, they turn their head in flight and discharge their ar-
rows so rapidly that they are no less to be feared in their retreat than in
their attacksee They dwell on the shores of, and about the great river

6
Messipi, and number no less then fifteen populous towns."

Winchell, Aborigines, p. 349
Winchell, Eborigines, p. 499
William Watts Folwell, A History of Mimnesota. Minnesota Historical
Society, 1924, 1:51. ]
Winchell, Aborigines, p. 522,
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i
The Chippewa, also called the Q0jibwa, ceme later. The ances=-

tors of the Chippewa dwelt about the St. lawrence, where they were the

first to engage in the fur trade with the French. Scarcity of fur and

disastrous wars with the Iroquois forced them to seek a new home farther

inlande As the Chippewa retreated westward, the French followed them

and in the interests cof the fur trade contrived temporary truces betweeﬂ

them and the Sioux upon whom they were encroachinge Dluring such a lull

o6 |6 7R

in hostilities, the Chippewa gained a foothold at La Pointe. This—wesabout
8 /\

3662,

From La Pointe, Chippewa warriors made excursions into the
interiors The first assault upon the Sandy Lake Siouxy occurred around
the middle of the eighteenth century and came about, according to Chippewa
legend, through an innocent journey of a Chippewa and his squaw, Hunting
for geme westward from the region of Fond du Lac, they camped one night in
the vicinity of Sendy leke. While the woman prepared to cook their meal,
the brave went some distance beyonds From a hill, through an opening in
the trees, he noticed two looms with their wings set to alight and knew
that meant they were over water. He ventured a little way onward, ceme

O

out upon & hilltop and there below him saw Sandy Lake., Clustered-the-lemsth -~

N

|
v y ; v il . - - .
elajji, g 4, -of a semi-circular sandbar connecting the mainland with a long peninsula
. 7
bk ol
(L gt

were the buffalo-hide teepees of the Sioux.

¥
o I

&

Winchell, Aborigines, pe 523. Jacob V. Brower, (Memoirs of
Explorations in the Basin of the Mississippi) Kathio, St. Paul,
1901. Frederick Webb Hodge, ed., Handbook of Americen Indians,
Bureau of Americen Ethnology, Bulletin No. 30, Part £, pe 577e
Folwell, Minnesota, 1:80, William Warren, A History of the
Qjibway, Ilinnesote Historical Collections, 5:157. Winchell,
Aborigines, p. 522.
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4
’ |

,ﬁf, W Y i~ \':“ p)
/ Back to his squaw’the brave rushediandA extinguishing the

=
campfire, the—eeouwpte fled. DBut they were too late. The smoke had be-
trayed their presence, and their enemies were already in pursuit. The

Sioux overtook and killed the brave, but the squaw escaped to tell her

story to relatives at lake Superior. The Chippewa lost no time in teking
o)

o

revenge upon the Sandy Lake village.

10
Another and deadlier attaeck came later. There was smong the

Chippewa at an early date a chief, Bi-aus-wah, who was encamped at one
time near Le Pointes. OCne day, while the chief and his warriors were hunt-
ing, a party of Fox Indians, just then friendly to the Sioux, fell upon
the cemp and massacred all except an cld man and a small boy, Bi-aus-wah's
SONe

Bi-aus-weh, returning and finding all his people dead, at once

I nouaino(d

set out for the country of the Fiizs)\ He arrived at their encampment in
time to witness from a place ofﬂgoncealment the torture and death of the
old man. Knowing it would be futile to try to rescue the boy from the
seme fate, the father stepped proudly into the midst of the Fox warriors
end addressed them: "My little son, whom you are about to burn with fire,
has seen but a few winters. His tender feet have never trodden the war-
path. He has never injured you. But the hairs on my head are white with

many winters, end over the graves of my relatives I have hung many scalps

which I have taken from the heads of the Foxes, my death is worth something
SR

Professor Irving Hart, The Old Savanna Portage.

Minnesota History Magezine 8:118-120. James E. lMurphy,
MeGregor, Minnesota, interview,

Warren, Ojibway, Collections 5:177. ; g
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to you. Let me, therefore, take the place of my child, that he may re-

turn to his people."” The Foxes accepted the challenge.

The son, released, spread the tale among the Chippewa, who
in retaliation destroyed six Fox villages. The memory of his’ father's
death made the son, Bi-aus-wah II, a vengeful warrior. When he wes old
enough, he established his village at Fond du Lac and called on all the
Chippewa from about the shores of the western Great lLakes to aid him in

an attack on the Sandy Lake Sioux.

Feather=-adorned, striped and painted for war, the long single
file of warriors began the march. So great was their humber, it was said,
that e men stending on a hill could not see from one end of the column
to the other. The Sioux defended themselves ably, but after repeated
assaults, the Chippewa, equipped with firearms, drove them out and took

possession of Sandy Lake about 1746. First they settled on the islands,

later on the mainland opposite the mouth of the West Savenna river.

—

i
Then the Chippewa began a drive that resulted in the con~-

quest of @row Wing, Gull Leke and other villages of the upper Mississippi.
The Sioux made a last stand at Leech Lake and sent out three war parties
against the Chippewa, one to regain their old home at Sandy leke and two

12
to Rainy Lakes All three failed. Many years of fierce battling followed.

—

Warren, Qjibway, Collections, 5:222-232, 263, Winchell,
Aborigines, pp. 533-534., Folwell, Minnesota, 1:82.

Winchell, Aborigines, pp. 538-539; Henry R. Schooleraft, Historieal
eand Statistical Information Respecting the History, Conditioms,

and Prospects of the Indian Iribes of the United States, Fhila-
delphia, 1851-1857, 142-152. Edward Duffield Neill, History of the
Ojibway, Minnesota Historical Collections, 5:395-450. Warren,

Ojibway, Collections 5:76-193, 222-246, 344=-348. Folwell, Minnesota,
1:81-8 ®
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The Chippewa had obtained a tenacious foothold, though every step of their
WA
advance was challenged and their gains dearly won. At the close of the
- /

Revolutionary War, there was not a single Sioux village east of the

Mississippi above the Falls of St. Anthony.

Of these bloody encounters, the most important in its result
was the battle of the Crow Wing, which took place soon after the English
had become masters of New France, i; 1763, By their defeat on the Crow
Wing the Sioux were driven forever from their lands east of the Mississippi.
The Sioux, by that time also in possession of guns and settled on the Rum
river, laid careful plans for a mass attack on the Chippewa. They summoned
all their fellow tribesmen from the Falls of St. Anthony and the bands west

of the Mississippi. Four or five hundred assembled and the war dances be-

gan. This was to be no simple foray for a few scalps.

7%&17XﬁA

et Hannibal nor Napoleon, it has been said, conceived a bolder
piece of strategy than did the unknown commander of the Siocux. A flying.
corps was to move rapidly past the Chippewas' front, turn the right flank
and carry the central stronghold by surprise. Proceeding by a circuitous
route over a series of portage known to them for generations, they arrived

at Cass Lake and turned down the Mississippi to take Sandy Lake.

Unexpectedly, at Pokegama Falls, the Sioux came upon two Chippewa.
The latter took off in their light canoes in a downriver flight to warn the
villages Paddling with might and main gnd portaging across the river's ox~-
bow loops to gain time, the Chippewa raced with their news. The Sioux were

close behind. One of the pursued dropped a valued possession, a small

13. Winchell, Aborigines, p. 537,
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mirror, and despite the swarming advance of the Sioux, he turned back
to find ite At the portage from Sandy Lake to the Mississippi, he met
the full force of his enemies. He turned and fled again, but this time
he was cut down in sight of the village. Had the Sioux not tarried in
the advence to capture a group of thirty Chippewa girls picking blue-
berries not far from the village, the surprise of Sandy Lake would have

been complete,

As it happened, sixty of the Chippewa braves were absent from
the village on a war party. The rest, having drunk too deeply of the

white man's firewater, were lying in a stupified sleep. +hese—ef the

I it s L et f"/ Mt /{

Chippewa who were able bravely defended their village; the—inebr?gfqgﬁ_ﬁwﬁ*
be&,ﬁég_soon_as—peeﬂ&%&e after they had been drenched with cold wgter by
the women, hastened to take parte The battle raged for some time, and at
last the Sioux, with their captive girls, were forced to retreat down the

river.

The war party of the sixty Chippewa, meanwhile, returning

homeward, saw signs at the mouth of the Crow Wing river that told them

their foes had been there¢; gnﬁlhrightly suspecting that the Sioux haEL
5 Z 107

gone on to Sandy Lake end probably killed their wives and children, pre=

’U f_;! f.L A L»‘f‘

pared to wait for thay to come downstream. On a high bluff at the mouth
-

of the Crow Wing, they hid themselves, and soon the breeze carried to
their ears the sound of the Sioux descending the river, singing songs of

triumph and beating drums,

Five times outnumbered, the Chippewa warriors waited until

the unsuspecting Sioux, with Chippewa scalps dangling from poles in their

"~

-
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cenoes, were abreast of theme Then they fired with deadly effect. The
Sioux rallied end returned the fire, and the battle raged. The captive
women, when they sgWw their menfolk, capsized the Sioux cances and swam
ashores The enemies, gunpowder finally failing them, fought each other
with knives and stones. At last the Sioux were vanquished and retreated.
This victory proved to be such a decisive one for the Chippewa that the

14
Sioux moved permanently from the northern lake region.

From time to time, an enemy deadlier than the Sioux attacked
15
the Sandy Laeke villages. One such attack occurred in 1782. In an ex~-

pedition against the Hidatsa Indians southwest of the Missouri river, the

' Fer A
QAN oA - o

Chippewa Warriors"brought‘backﬁsmallpox. North, south, east and west, the
scourge spread over the country. Death stalked among the wigwams, and in
all the villages only seven homes were lefts It took many years for the

camps to become populated agaih.,

The peace pipe was smoked occasionally during the years of the
Sioux-Chippewa struggle and often in the winter, if game was scarce, the
Chippewa of Sandy Lake would join their Leech Lake neighbors and hunt to
the south and west. The Sioux could also be found at these winter hunting

grounds, and a truce would prevail.

Warren, Ojibway, Collections, 5:222-232., For a map of the battle
ground and vicinity, see Jacob V. Brower, Minnesota, in Memoirs

of Explorations in the Basin of the Mississippi, Ste Paul, 1903, p. 40
Diagram in Winchell, Aborigines, p. 346. Folwell, Minmesota, 1:81-84,
Winchell, Aborigines, p. 538.

Folwell, Minnesota, 1:86. Warren, Ojibway, Collections, 5:344.
Winchell, Aborigines, p. 65. Warren stetes that the Ojibway lost

in one epidemic of smallpox, probably in 1782, 1500 or 2000 of

their number. Collections, 5: 260-262,
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The Sandy Lake Chippewa engaged in one of their most devastating
battles, however, while on such an expedition of peace. They had been at the
wigter hunting grounds, generally considered neutral territory, and the
Pillagers from Leech Leke had been with thems On the way home, they sep-
arated from the Pillagers at Cross “ake and camped for the night. At day-
break certain of the Chippewa noticed wolves out on the ice of Cross lLeke.
Suddenly to their dismay, they pfeceived that they were not wolves but

Sioux warriors in wolves' skins. They raced back to spread the alarm. But
. .

A LA O ¢ A

< 2

though the Sandy Lake braves fought with desperation,\of their entire band

of about two hundred emly—e—£few escaped. One of these, a grandson of Bi-
16
aus-wah II, was taken captive and lived for many years with the Siouxe

The Sioux-Chippewa warfare continued for generations with inter-
mittent intensitys Many Sandy Leke chiefs won renown in these encounters.
The second Bi-aus-wah, already mentioned, was loved by all his people and
led them in their first major battles with the Sicux. He has been called
the "first Ojibway Pioneer to the county of the Upper Mississippi%Z Big
Martin, Bi-aus-wah's war chief, was an important figure in meny battles and
was slain at the second battle of Elk River in 1775%8 Little Soldier wasl9
known as e courageous and successful warrior of Sandy Lake. He is remembered
for his encounter with the Sioux at Fort Snelling, wﬁere he had gone with

Flat Mouth and where, despite a promise of protection by Colonel Snelling,

Warren, Ojibway, Collections, 5:345-347, This was about the year
1800. See Winchell, Aborigines, 584.

Warren, Qjibway, 5:349,

Warren, Ojibway, 5:24ls Winchell, Aborigines, p. 539.

Williem J. Snelling (probably), Early Days at Prairie du Chien,
Wisconsin Historical Collections, 5:137-141,
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several Chippewa were killed by the Siouxe Little Soldier demanded and

received the right to punish the offenders.

No Chippewe was more famous than Kau-te-wau-be-te, known also
as Catawabeta, Breche Dent and B;;s Casses His achievements were those of
Do
peace rether than war. Catawabeta, in speaking of his aversion ef violence,
related an incident that occurred when the English took Mackinac during
L\,,(:(».Ju- L-eLe A L’M\Q &

the French and Indian War, about 176Qf The French asked him, a bay, to
take up the war-club, but he refused; the English thanked him and asked

——

him to take up the tamahaﬁk for them, and he refused; the Americans thanked
him but did not ask him to take up the war-club?o Catawabeta was mentioned
in Perrault's account of his journey to Lac des Sables (Sandy Leke) in 1784.
Pike awarded him a medal and a flag in 1805, and he once told Schooleraft that

a French flag had been given to his ancestors. He came to be known in the

early 1800's as the partriarch of the Sandy Leke region and esteemed as the

//é/’"venerable chief.” A signer of the treaty of Preirie du Chien, Catawabeta

built himself & house at Sandy Leke and cultivated a garden. Of him Warren

wrote: "He is en Indian emong a thousand for his sincerity, integrity and
2l
inflexible love of truth and equity."

A description of one Sandy Lake brave, Waemoeshaks, has been

preserveds In 1826, at Prairie du Chien, where seven hundred Indians were

Toan ot
“NA AL A
present, this man alone was remsrked, not for his oratory, but for his

Warren, Qjibway, 5:477. Jean Baptiste Perrault, Adventures of
A Merchant Voyageur, edited and with introduction and notes by
John Sharpless Fox, PRe Des, Michigen Pioneer and Historical
Collections, 37: 526,

Winchell, Aborigines, 714. Perrault, Adventures, 373;526.
Warren, Cjibway, 5:349-50.
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remarkable appearance. It was noted by a fascinated observer that he

was "dressed like King Saul." His headdress was a crown of glossy
drake's feathers and the bills and feathers of the woodpecker. The
seme exotic materials were in his wrist ornaments, and his neck was en-

22
circled with horsehair, dyed vermillionm.

Many eraé\legends are preserved by the Sandy Lake Chippewa.

AD
One kes—been recalled by a granddaughter of Au-aw-be-dway-we-dung, Return-

ing Echo, once the principal chief of the Rice leke band, who signed the
treaty of 1863. This granddaughter, Mrs. Martha Cornish, now lives at
Boot Lakee. Her Indian neme is Aundaig, Crow, and her father was lMuck-
andwaywenaneee Aundaig's version of a battle between the Chippewa and
Sioux is said to explain the modern neme of Battle Island in Sandy Lake?3
The battle took place when lMuckandweywenanee waes a small boy
and the Chippewa band was camped near the present location of Indian Point
Lodges A brave, scouting one day near where the Gateway store now stends,
came uvpon evidence of the enemy. He hurried to warn his band and a war
council was helds It was agreed that the Sioux would probably wait for

darkness before making an attacke

The day was spent in transferring the old men and the women
and children to Battle Island for safety. With every available fire=-
arm in readiness, the Chippewa warriors concealed themselves, waiting

for nightfall end the expected assault. Having been cautioned by their

Winchell, Aborigines, p. 73ls licKenny and Hall, The Indian Tribes

of North America, 1933 edition, PP. 258-259,
Mrse Marthe Cornish, Boot Lake, Minnesota, Interview.
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leaders, the Chippewa did not open fire until the Sioux had waded out
into the water between the mainland and the island and were well with=-
in rangee They killed all of the inveders except two, whose ears they
cut off and who were then released with the admonition to "return to
your people and tell them that we wish to be left alons." Aungaig

4

suggests that Battle Island might well be called Refuge Island. There
25

are several other accounts of this battle varying somewhat in details.
Sandy Laeke Indians took part in the battle of Kaposia, in
hassaes |
1842, within the limits ofﬂst.‘Paul. Beengwa, an Indian woman of the
Augenosh clan, whose father led this excursion against the Sioux, re-
lated the story in 1927. The war party left Brown's Point on Sandy Leke,
and it was agreed that the returning warriors as they approached. home
should fire two shots if none of them had fallen in battle. Anxious
days passeds Then one day, the women and children heard the two shots
ring outy end they raced through the woods to meet the braves. Beengwa's
sister won the race and received the prize, the first scalp taken in the
26 ;

battles

27
The Augenosh of Sendy Lake were reported to be extraordinarily

y [mcl-ﬂ,‘-? & L
brave and fierce, and it has been said;'perhaps wi-sh mor?qfeeling than {fGCLIQ)
. \ .

ye&eon; that only two of them died a natural death. Once, it is told, a

Erqve named Mooninee lost his wife and an Augenosh boasted that he had

Mrs. Martha Cornish, Boot Lake, Minnesota; James E, Murphy,
McGregor, Minnesota. Interviews.

Professor Irving Hart, !Ep §Epry of Beengwa, Minnesota History
Magezine, 9:325, 1932, s S T

Hart, Beengwa, 9:325-327.

Mrse Martha Cornish, Boot Lake, Minnesota; James E. Murphy,
McUregor, Minnesota. Interview.
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caused her death by "grend medicine.” Mooninee seized his gun and
threatened the - Augenosh, whereupon the boaster in an arrogant chall-
enge thrust his face foreward end placing a finger on his forehead
said, "If you are going to shoot me, shoot me right here." Moninee
took him at his word.

LY
Aundaig recalls a i : e told to her by her
A

ON.Q LAACpn

father, Muckandwaywenanee. Et—happenaﬂ vhen ktdeksndweyweonenoe was
young and living at Sendy LaL?} Cne—eveningy-afber the last flicker

of the campfires had died awa¥2>*here %?ddeniy appeared in the distance
beyond the lake a strange light that glowed steady and bright unlike
anything the Indians had ever seen before. The Indians, says Aundaig,
were afraid of anything they didn't understand, and so theﬁ§ were fright=

ened by this unusual lights In the morning it was gone. A few of the

7
leest fearful ventured te—go across the lake emd investigate. They

discovered nothing— no sign of enemies:Z nor of recent fire.

The next evening at dusk, the light shone again in the seme
positione It was a spirit come up out of the lake, thought the Indians,
now throughly terrified. A brave at last volunteered to find out,if
he could,the meaning of ite First he rubbed his hands with "medicine"
to ward off evil, then crossed the lake to the precipitous hundred-foot
bank of the north shore. There, halfway up the embankment, he discovered
the source of the light. A piece of stone-like, clear glass, the size
of double fists, lay against the banke It was brilliantly luminiferous,
glowing in the dark with a strong light plainly to be seen from the
opposite shore of the lakes The stout-hearted warrior had found whet he

soughte He dug a deep hole at the foot of a certeain tree, placed the

28, Mrse Marthea Cornish, Boot Lake, Minnesocta. Interview.
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the mysteriocus stone in it, and covered it up. Its baleful light troubled
the Indians no more. Aundaig regrets that the exact location of the

buried stone has been loste

The Sandy Leke Indian villages were composed of wigwams re-
sembling inverted baskets covered with birchbark or rushes laid over
poles, each with a hole at the top for the smoke to escepe. Hunting
and snaring small game or fishing with spear and net were ‘the chief

occupations of the Chippewa. They were expert in the use of the canoe,

The long, cold winters were ofteh hard, but when the spring
crow was heard the Indien knew that the lean days were past for awhile.
The first event of the year, one which appealed particularly to the women,
was sugar mekinge Sometimes in their eagernmess to reach the maple groves,
the bands left their winter camp too soon, and starved and froze until
the sap ran in the treess While the women were gathering and boiling
sap, the men traveled sometimes & hundred miles away to trap for furs.
Sugar season over; the families were off to other places, where the summer
might be spent picking berries, peeling birchbark, or pulling bullrushes
for mats, and, if anything had been planted, hoeing in the gardens. They
often traveled long distances in a season but always vame back to their

29
semi-permanent villages at Sandy lake.

Equal%ﬁy of property was part of the Indian tradition. Save for

a few personal belongings, possessions were shared with the deserving and

Wincheil, Aborigines, ppe 581-615; Hon. Jemes Duane Doty,
Northern Wisconsin in 1820, Wisconsin Historiecal Collections,
7:197=200, :
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idler alike. From this communal practice probably arose the later
custom of begging which so vexed the missionaries. To the Indian who

was in need it was not so much begging as the observance of immemorial
30
social usage.

All of the Chippewa living in the vieinity of Sandy lake were
31
called Ke=che=se=be=win=in=wugs, Men or the Great River. Their numbers

fluctuated according to their fortunes in war or the prevalence of disease
32 2 hrul g
and hungere. Lieutenant Pike, meking the first official survey of the

A

upper Mississippi for the United Statesvgovernment in 1806-1806, gave
v WS 77
the number of Catawabeta's band ,ferty-five warriors, seventy-mine women
o, - ‘.I‘ \3// (.‘;‘.,-\'i
and twe—hundred—end—twernty=four children, a total of three—hundred—and-

~forty-eighbs This census, however, was taken not long after the calamity

33
at Cross Lake and also when small pox had recently depleted the populatione

The Chippewa believed in a great spirit that pervaded all natures.

p -
An orgenization lmown as the midewiwin |pr ("grand medici;%i)psrformed the
‘ ettt 4

~—. )

I rites of the;;wpgl§9fé}and exerted magic powers. There was a good spirit,
Kegie Manitou, to whom they seldom prayed since, as they said, he never
harmed them anyway, end an evil spirit Miche Manitou, who had to be con=

34
stantly propitiated with offerings.

Warren, 0jibway, 5:131, Winchell, Aborigines, pp. 593-594.
Winchell, Aborigines, 646; Warren Ojibway, Collections, 5:38
Warren, Qjibway, Collections, 5:459; NcKenny & Hall, The Indian
Tribes of North Americas (1933 edition), 319; Winchell
Aborigines, 583, See map p. 583

Werren, Ojibway, Collections, 5:459; Pike, Expedition, 1:346,.
Winchell, Aborigines, 607-609; Grace L. Nute, MoLeod's Diary,
October 9, 1836es Minnesota History Magazine, 4:576a
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35
Chippewa burial was sometimes upon scaffoldse. More frequently,

the body was wrapped in birchbark and placed in the ground, if possible

on a high bluff. A small(é?use, a few inches high, was built over the

grave and inside were placed some of the belongings of the departed; a

hole was left through which food and tobacco might be deposited to comfort
the spirit on the "road of souls." Such an ancient cemetsry is located
about a quarter of a mile beyond the 0ld post of the American Fur Com@any
at Sandy lake. In the early 1800's, William Boutwell, a missionary to

the Indians, described this burying ground as being marked by posts striped
with vermillion. Some of the graves were guarded by low pickets and others

36
were covered with a cedar roof on low encireling logs.

Near the junction of the Sandy river with the Mississippi and
o L bans
along the shores of Sandy lake there are scattered families of Chippewa

N\
Indianse Here by these shining waters, where, after the Sioux were dis-
lodged, they first settled and there the white man first found them,

descendants of those first Chippewa invaders still live.

I The death in 1922 of an Indian woman of Libby was something of

e symbol of the ééssing of the early Indianse. Mamaon, Charley Grasshopper's

mother, had lived most of her life about Sandy Lake and, although blind,
she knew every foot of the country thereabout. "Comments were few", it was

said, "as her spirit returned to her fathers. She had never heard of women's

Reverand Joseph Gilfillan, The Ojibway of Minnesota, 9:55 (1901)
Winchell, Aborigines, 613-615; Frances Densmors, Chippewsa Customs,

Bulletin 45,(71929)

Minnesota Historical Collections, 12: 124,
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clubs, of the League of women voters, nor held en effice. But she knew
how to weave blankets, bead moccasins, to. fashion baskets and to hush

little children to sleep. She was a woman, & pioneer, and an Ameriecan,
and she lived her Iife according to the light she had, and in death she

37
was lald to rest with the ceremonies of her people.”

37 Aitkin Age, 1922, Saturday, July 30,
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"How vain our hopes, how futile our aspirations.

What is the life of man? 'Tis but the shadow of an existence,
yet in that shadow of a shade how much is comprised.

How few there are who can look back to the bright days of their
youth = the sunshine of life- and feel that their dreams of re-
nown and splendor or the more virtuous desire of domestiec happi-
ness approach realization. All life is ideal, and our very
existence is but a dream." 1,

- Written by Martin Mecleod, at Sandy Lake,
November 11, 1836.
The disastrous wars between the Iroquois and the tribes to the
west had, by the middle 1600's, forced the French to seek new regions for
trades On the heels of the receding barter in furs, the Frenchmen reached
the west shore of leke Superior as early as 1679? The Indians at Sandy
Leke gradually became aware of white invesion, for the region about the

headwaters of the Mississippi, rich in furs, was known to the French traderse.

From the Great Lakes, they pressed’westward, largely by way of the several

portage routes between the St. Louis River and Seandy Lake, generally taken
3

together and called the Savanna Portage, or the Savamme.

N 2L -
The savage had probably traveled this portageway for centuries,

and it was lnown and used by traders at a very early date. It is declared

From licLeod's Diary, Minnesota History Magezine, 4:421-438;
Diary of Martin lieLeod, in the Minnesota Historical Society
Museum, (Manuscripts), Ste. Peul, Minnesota.

Williem Watts Folwell, A History of Minnesota, 1:23 (Minnesota
Historical Society, St. Paul, 1924); Edward Duffield Neill,
History of Minnesota; From the Earliest French Explorers to the
Present Time, 813-817, Fourth Editiom, Minneapolis, 1885); :
Newton H. Winchell, The Aborigines of Minnesota, (The Pioneer
Company, 1911,) 582, ;
Folwell, Minnesota, 1:23; Warren Upham, Minnesota in Three
Centuries, 1:249; The Mississippi River and Its Source:

A Narrative and Critical History of The Discovery of the River
and its Headwaters, Accompenied by the Results of Detailed
Hydrographic and Topographic Surveys, 1893 (Minnesota Historieal
Collections ) 7:89.
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4
by meny that Du Lhut passed over ite A map of North America, published

)
5 v
A
by Bellin in 1755, shows a portage which may well be the Savanne. It /
6

A /’/
is mentioned again, about 1777, in an English military memorandum.gﬁérrault
7
who crossed it in 1784, gave the first authentic descriptions The portage

treil is indicated on a menuscript map of the northwest, dated about 1814,

by John Dutton of London.

Necessity compelled the use of this portage, for there were only

two common routes into this region=- the hlSSlSSlppl glver route from the

south and the St. Louis-Lake Superior route from Detroit, The latter was
considered the better, except for the Savamna Portage which was "a sad
8
piece of works" As the shortest "carrying" distance between the Great
Lekes and the upper Mississippi, the Savanne was for some two hundred
dd L]

years the main avenue of travel between these points for Indians, ex=

plorers and fur traderse
)

Edward Duffield Neill, History of the Minnesota Valley, including
he Explorers and Pioneers of Mimnnesota. (North Star Publishing
Conpany, Minneapolis, 1882,) pe 10-17; Also Neill's Maclester
Contributions, 103; chtlcnary of Azerlcan Biography, ©5:500
Newton H. Winchell, Aborigines, 524;
Jacob V. Brower, Prehistoric Man at the Headwaters of the Miss-
issippi River, Minnesota History Collections, 8:238; Rueben G.
Thwaites, The Story of Chequamegon Bay, Wisconsin History
Collections, 13:407.
Professor Irving H, Hart, The 0ld Savanna Portage, Minnesota
History Magazine, 8:121 (1927).
Jean Beptiste Perrault, Narrative of the Travels and Adventures
of a Merchant Voyageur in the Savage Territories of Northernm
Americe Leaving lontreal the 28th of May 1763 (to 1820),
hlchlgan_Pioneer and Historical Society Collections, 37:508,
Discovered in 1905 et the Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D. C.
and edited by John Sharpless Foxe.
Hart, Savanna Portage, 8:121 (The Minnesote Historical Society
has a photostatic Copy of this nap)
David Lhompson, Expeditions to Western America, 1784-1812,
(Chemplain Society Publications, No 12, Toronto, 1916.
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Though the word Savamna meens a treeless plain much of the
0

portage is in a tamarack swamps. It was, said Lieutenant James Allen,

six miles long and was passed in twelve poses. This French term re=

1
ey |

ferred to the act of depositing or putting downe During the fur tradqi

en enormous quantity of furs were "packed,” or carried, over the portage,
79  b—D
Goods were wrapped in bundles weighing |seventy-five| to [one hundred|pounds

each and were called "pieces.” Depending upon the number of pieces to

be transported, a carrier made successive trips to a point, usually a
‘ 10
half mile forward, put down his load and returned for moree

Travelers have given various estimates of the distance across
11
the portages Williem Johnson noted ten poses. Martin Mecleod said
12
the distance was eight miles,. The fact was that the route varied with

the season of the year, with the wet or dry condition of the ground, and
with the amount of goods to be carried. In general, however, the distance

is considered to be about as Allen found ite The main route of the twelve
13
poses led from the East Savanna river, in what is now section twgi\of

S ——

Hart, Savanna Portage, 8:123-124; William Johnston, Michigan
Pioneer and Historical Collections 37:172; Extract from Lieutenant
Allen's Journal in Explorers and Fioneers, "History of the Upper
Mississippi' Valley" by Reverend Edward U, Neill, 184-185, (Pub~-
lished by Minnesota History Company, Minneapolis, 1881).
Lieutenant James Allen,

Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections 37:172; Paul Beaulieu,
Sketch of the Fur Trade, Among the Henry M. Rice Papers in the
limmesota Historical Museum, (Menascripts).

Michigan Pioneer and Historical Collections 37:172; Paul Beaulieu,
Sketch of the Fur Trade, Among the Henry M. Rice Papers in the
[innesota Historical Museum, (Manuscripts).

Williem Johnston, Letters on the Fur Trade in 1833, in Michigan
Pioneer and Historicel Collectioms 37:170-172; Diary of Martin
McLeod, 4:351 Minnesota History Collections. Grace L. Nute,
Meleod's Deiry, 10:127-140,

Hart, lhe 0ld Savanna Portage, 8:123.
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of Balsam Township, westward to the West Savanna river in section sevens

=
=

There must have been considerable travel over this route in the

days before the %evolution, for Grand Portage, at the mouth of the Pigeon
. 14
River, was then at the height of its importance. Jonathan Carver visited

—

there to obtain goods, and in the trading season as many as twelve hundred
15

trappers, coureurs de bois, yqxgggpr§>and interpreters gathered there at

one times Furs collected by the hunters about Sandy Leke were probebly

carried "down" to Grand Portage.

s 16
(The Frenchman, Jean Baptiste Perrault, who

EN

179Z<lmade frequent trips between Sandy Lake and Lake Superior, left what

between 1784 and

seems to be the first record of travel over these portage routes to the
Mississippie IHe prepared maps of two routes between the St. Louis River
and Sandy Lake, the "Portage de la Prairie" and the "Portage de la Savamme."

TV i o
On one of his maps, the oldest detailed map of this region, a "zero

epostrophe” (0') indicates the site of a log cabin he built in 1785 near
17
the lake out of which the Prairie river flows. The streams and surround=

ing country appear to have been known and named before the coming of
Perrault, and the trails well marked.

18
Perrault hired out in August 1784 to a trader, Alexander Kay,

who came from Montreal with two canoces intending to go up the River

Folwell, Minnesota, 1:57-58.

Glanville Smith, Minnesota, Mother of lakes end Rivers, 263
National Geographic Magazine, (Mar. 1535), Sir Alexander Mackinzie,
Grand Pertage Mimnnesota History Magazine, 12:375,

Perrault, Kaventgzgi, Michigan Pioneer and Historieal Collectionms,
37:508~509,.

Hart, Savanna Portage, 8:121-123,

Perrault, Adventures, Michigan Picneer and Historical Collections,
37:508-619.
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Ste Louis and over the Savanna Portage by way of Sandy Lake to Pine
River (on the Mississippi near the present Wolford in Crow Wing\gpunty).
A third member of the party, Harris, had been sent ahead to buy wild
rice and to meet Kay at Fond du Lac. After a stormy voyage, Kay and
Perrault arrived at Fond du Lac, where, struggling to land,their two
canoes were wrecked by the pounding waves and their goods strewn along

the beache

B o e J h . & '
(\f{ f J d'f:‘f{ L /7,
It was the second deyae£~7\freezing Nevember. Various persons

tried to persuade Kay, because he was so il%gﬁrepared, to abandon the
intended trip into the interior, but Kay, says Perrault, made reckless
with liquor, scorned the warnings. The Frenchman inspected the supplies
and found that there was but one bag of flour, one keg of butter and one
of sugar for Kay's owmn use, although there wereA"lé men, his savagesse,
himself and me, being 17 persons in all and nothing to eat."” Neverthe-
less, they embarked on the St, Louis giver and presently encoﬁntered
Harris with three other men and an Indian, Big Martin, Harris had not
bought the wild rice he had been sent for and had nothing in his canoce

except w part of a barrel of salt meat.

Perrault, recognizing the danger of continuing the journey,
tried to dissuade Kay. "I advised him to return to Fond du Lac and to
go up to the Indians on the first opening of navigation. But this gentle=

man would take advice from no one." Indeed, Kay enforced his will with

,kj.)
a menacing pistols He ruled that Harris, Big Martin and himself with

seven others should go on shead to hunt, leaving Perrault behind with
ordd
the baggage to ewait their return with provisions for hiﬂ.andqiiu&Aﬁen

left mit_h h-lm- e . . /‘ / j /Q.Lr'?"ha_{‘;‘l\: v} -".;'Y\"f"’.! ’

~—
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Six inches of snow fell before an Indian reached Perrault with
a portion of moose and a letter from Kay. Instead of joining Perrault,
Key wrote that it was his intention to proceed to Pine g}ver and direct-
ed Perrault to take the goods they had brought for trading as’ far as
the Savanna Portage and to pass the winter there if possible. On the

way, Perrault and his party were to leave fifteen "pieces assorted for

trade"” at the Portage Aux Couteaux on the St. Louis River, where Kay

would be waiting.

It took Perrault eleven days through the ice and snow of the

S . 3 3 = . S o + . 1 l. 3
t Lou1s‘§1vez to reach the Savamme. Kay failed to wait for tbe{) andy—

being without supplies, Perrault records,”we lived on the seed pods of
the wild rose, and the sap of trees." For several days, they subsisted

on fish; then the ice thickened and they were driven to dig the "roots

of the flag,"
A

But when "this resource failed us,"

in the mire of the snow-blanketed swamp, to boil for food.
' wrote Perrault, "we were compelled

to quit the place. It seemed that all the birds flew before us. BEach

one took his turn at hunting but if he saw anything he missed it."

Secreting the goods with the two small cances at the entrance of
the portage, Perrault "made a lodge with an oilcloth" and planned to try
to comply with Kay's orders to spend the winter on the Savanna Portage.
But game grew scarce, and they were forced to press on foot toward Pine
&iver.

"
-
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Sendy Leke was reached at last with some of the men scarcely
able to walke They found there three bare poles of a lodge, and part
of a dried moose skin which they roasted and ate. They then followed
down the Mississippi as far as the( "Muddy River," the site of the pre-
sent village of Aitkin. The river, still-;mfrozen though it was near
Christmas, offered only one means of crossings Wrote Perrault: "The

men who were with me forded it fully dressed but I disrobed and swam

in order to keep my clothing Dry."

o \ ('.\ ‘\ N
While building & fire to dry themselves, the party was cheered : ggV“ y

)

/]

2

by the sound of a shot. It was la grosse martre, \an Indian hunter from

Key's camp who guided them there by a shorter route. Kay, giving them
barely time to rest, dispatched them on January 4 to the Prairie River
Portage to built a log house. This they completed by February 9. But
supplies from Key were slow in coming, &nd, unlucky in their hunting,

they again narrowly escaped starvatione.

Winter 1ifted at last and Perrault left his Prairie River cebin
in April to bring down the goods left the previous fall with the two
cances at the entrance of the Savanne. Kay came up from Pine %iver and
they all met at Sandy Lake, bartering with the Indians until May 2.

Key finished the season off by providing liquor ell around. In the
revelry that followed in the wigwams, Kay quarreled fiercely with a
savage and was stabbed. Ka-te-wau-be-tas, the Sendy Lake chief, skilled
in medicine, attended him. Said the chief: "The blow has given me
much pain. If I had been present, perhaps it would not have happened.

All{E_efconsoles me is that I...am here to do all in my power to relieve
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you." Kay was placed on a litter and the chief and his wife started

by way of the Savanna Portage to carry the wounded man to Mackinac.
But, complained the chief, the injured trader would not heed his advice,
and although Key lived to reach his destination he died the following

years

19
Mackinac had been the center of the fur trade for many years,

To
and from there the traders spread fanwise ewer the west and north. From

20
that post came the next trader to Sandy lake, Jean Baptiste Cadotte, a

mixed-blood, descendant of that Mons Cadeau who had entered the Great
Lakes country in the train of the French envoy, Sieur de St, Lusson,
in 1671. Cadotte's journey was by "the old or Prairie portage route."
At Sandy Lake, part of the expedition went up the Mississippi to Red

Lake; Cadotte proceeded down the Mississippi to the Crow Wing river,
e e
across to the Red river and by way of Rainy Lake and, Pigeon river back
21 o ' -
to Mackinace It was the exploration of Cadotte that determined the

British Northwest Company to get possession of the trade in the region.

22
Until 1763 Canada had been claimed by France) buE{Worsted in

her wars with Great Britian, she was forced by the treaty of Paris to re=-

=
e

linquish all Canada and its dependencies, or as it Was(iéterﬁeiprassed,
23 oy

"everything which he K?ouis XV) possesses, or ought to possess, on the
o

19. Folwell, Minnesota, 1; 69; William W. Warren, A History of
the 0jibway, Minnesobta Historical Collections, 5:278=279+

20, Reverand Alfred Brunson, A Western Pioneer, in Warren's 0jibway,
5:10-11. RS
Folwell, Minnesota, 1:68; Warren, Qjibway, 5:279-82,
Folwell, Minnesota, 1:51 M
Folwell, Minnesota, 1:73.
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loft side of the river Mississippie.."But France had already secretly

conveyed all her lands west of the Mississippi to Spain.

The region about the upper Mississippi including Sandy Lake
had by this maneuver passed from French ownership, and was now half
Spanish and half British, with the Mississippi the dividing line. After
the Revolutionary War, all the lands east of the Mississippi came into
possession of the United States. In the meantime,the territory west of
the diwiding—Ttinme—of—the river had reverted to France, and the region
was now, at the end of the Revolution, half French and half Americaqﬁ;

end—it so remained until the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, when the United
= 24
States bought the lands west of the Mississippi.

PZAATLA

While titles were thus being shuffled over the distant,confe}ence

tables, the only inhabitants of the region, except for a comparative hand-

T diong
ful of traders, were the sawvages, and they, secure in the conviction that

U o ra w2
the Great Spirit had given them the land, were doubtless waconscious of

eny chenges in ownershipe. The British traders were equally unconcerned.
25 e (o el

7 7
% et A o e A

p & J
sent out an explorer and surveyor

In 1793, after the journey of Cadofte,A

to map and chart the countryes This man was David Thompson, whose ex-
haustive plats and field notes played an important role in the United

States-Canadian border controversys.

The treaty of Ghent, in 1814, provided that the boundary should

Folwell, Minnesota, 1:74.

Thompson's account of his journey to this region may be found
in his Expeditions in Western America, 1784-1812, 245-286,
(Champlain Society Publications, No 12, Toronto, 1916)
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26 :
run from Isle Royale to a certain "Long Lake to Lake of the "oods"

and thence due west to the Mississippi. Thompson suspected that the
Mississippi was nowhere west of Lake of the Woods, and he interpreted
"Long Lake' to be the bay of the St. Louis River. Coming dowm from
Canada by the Red ;}ver route, Thompson made his way eastward, dis-

covered Turtle Lake and pronocunced it the source of the Mississippi.

&7
British officials planned to keep Thompson's findings secret

until maps could be prepareds However, the information leaked out, and
the United States persuaded London that in the wildermess of the north-
west the exact location of the headwaters could not be found. Discussions

went on until 1842, when the Webster-Ashburton treaty settled the boundary.

W : ¢
jjf\ lMay o# 1793 femmd Thompson on the Mississippi river near Sandy
j ) £

é‘m‘\

Lake., Althoﬁgh that was more than twenty years before the establish-
ment of Fort Snellinéx end all the northwest region was still a vast
wilderness, the explorer sensed something of the future destiny of this
riveres Comparing it with the i?storic Nile, he wrote of the Mississippi
valley: "Its Anglo-Saxon population will far exceed the Egyptains in

all the arts of civilized lifesssalthough these are the predictions of

& solitary traveler unkmown to the world, they will surely be verified."

Canadian Historical Review, 4:122-124 Toronto, 1923);
Minnesota History, 18:232; Minnesota History 1:523;
Folwell, Minnesota, 1:497-302.
Champlain Society Publications, 12:278-280, Toronto, 1916,
See also Canadian Men of Action Series, "David Thompson, The
kxplorer. Charles Norris Cochrance. &4,
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Thompson returned to Canada by way of Sandy Lake end the
i
“"Savannah Brook" and the St. Louis river. He made a minute study

of the countryside as he went alonge Crossing the portage, he re-

corded that his party"often sunk to our waists" in the mire.

Before 1800, American influence had not been felt in the Sandy

Lake region, nor anywhere elde along the upper Mississippi. The French

w—aa AN LA

regime had faded by then and (the TIilies of Francé“ﬁg}é\scarcelyga memorye

The boundary between Canada end the United States in the northwest was

a nebulous line. And the powerful Northwest Company kept the British

in control of the entire country northwestward from Prairie du Chien.

Over the posts and forts, Lhetflag79£~th3 britiéhwcontinued to wave until
29 F \ /\

1816.

30
On July 30, 1805, Lieutenant Zebulon Pike was commissioned by

the United States govermment to make a journey of exploration from the

town of St. Louis to the upper Mississippi country, and to bbtain a
grant of land from the Sioux for a military post. Having secured the
site covering the future location of Fort Snelling, and carrying along

. the peace pipe of the great Sioux chief, Wabasha, with which he hoped to

influence the Chippewa to a truce with their enemies, Pikeerith e party

7~ : %
of twenty meng( pushed on up the rivery

N—

Folwell, Minnesota, 1: 132; Grace L. Nute, ed, and introduction,
Five Fur Traders in the Northwest,.

Zebulon .M, Pike, Expedition to the Headwaters of the Mississippi
River, Vol. 1. (C0USSedition, Francis F. Warper, 1805)

Also Pike's Explorations in Minnesota, Minnesota History Collection.
1:368-4186,
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Overtgken by a heavy snowfall near the present location of
Little Falls, they delayed their journey to construct a fort as a base
for suppliess The long keel boat with which they had begun the journey
at St. Louis had been exchanged at Prairie du Chien for two bateaux,
end these were now replaced by two dugouts. One, loaded with supplies
and emmunition was launched on the river and promptly sanke. Since the
season was growing late, Pike decided to delay until the river froze
and to build a wooden sled for the—eerriape—of his supplies. But the
river was slow to freeze and he started by "land and water" with a hand
sled and one dugout towed by three men.

Slow, toilsome and interrupted by many mishaps, the Jjourney

?l JL"\,_SZ. Wi-n € gmqn .L'l (\t; d EA»‘-_:. /i.n‘
continued. Antense cold compelied—Rike to built bonfires every three
A

miluﬁ) /ﬂlill fingers and toes were frozem. The sled broke through

the ice and ammunition and baggage were loste. The lieutenant's tent
caught fire one night and he lost "leggins, mockinsons, socks etcCs..

no trivial misfortune.” Three feet of snow covered the ground. Pike
eand Corporal Bradley determined to hurry on in advance of the men and
after a time reached a post of the Northwest Fur Company on Lower Red
Cedar Loke (Cedar Lake). The post was under the command of an English-
man named Grante The American officer slept there that night with the

flag of the British Empire floating over his head, an irritation to Pike

and a source of some slight embarrassment to Grant.

Pike and the corporal arrived at Sendy Lake on January 8, 1806.
But Grant had preceeded them to the Northwest's post on Brown's Point

and again received the American officer with "utmost hospitality."
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Five days later, the remainder of the detachment straggled in and were

fed and treated with fille, theféant term for a dram of spirits.

Within the post, life contrived to be comfortable. The agent
and his -assistant had grown a crop of potatoes the previous summer and
wild game and fish were available for their table, though the main article
of diet was "wild oats." These "oats"—wild rice=bought from the Indians,
Pike found, cost a dollar and a half a bushel. Flour was fifty cents a
pound} salt, a dollar; pork, eighty cents, and tea, four dollars and a
half a pound. On January 17, they were served roasted beaver, dressed

like pig, and found it excellent.

The lieutenant and his men stayed twelve days at the Sandy Lake
poste Some of the time was spent in constructing sleds with which to
continue the journeye Though Pike found the Chippewa, known to him also
as the Ojibwas, still largely loyal to the British traders of the north=-
west Company, he was interested in their attitude toward the Ameri;ans.
While out on the frozen lake with Grant, they met an Indian and, informed
by the trader that Pike was an American officer, the Indian showed the
liveliest curiositys Pike noted that "the savages hold the American in
greater veneration than any other white peoples They say of us, when
alluding +to warlike achievements, that we are neither Frenchmen nor

Englishmen but white Indians."

31
Pike has left a summary of the number and condition of the

Indiens at Sandy Lake for that year, 1805, The record showed:

Pike, Expeditions, 1:346-347, Coues edition.
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S—tn
K;rimitive languege « « « o ¢ ¢ « o o o Algonguin,

45 warriors. 224 children. 79 women. 345 is the probable

number of soulss

24 roving bandse

Chippewa or leaperss « sall bands. About 11,177.

Altogether firearms, 2,049,

Called native neame. . « oOuchispawah, by the French, sauteurse
Traffic with the Northwest Companye.  Trade in beaver, muskrat,
otter, marten, black and silver fox, etc.

Best position for a trading poste Sandy Lake.

Nations with whom at ware. Rec (ently) Sioux, but now at peace.

At war with Sauks, Foxes and Iowase.

At peace and in alliance with the Fols Avoins and all

the nations of Canada.

Neme of the chiefs or principal mene.

Indian French English

Catawabata De Breche Broken Teeth First chief .of his band.*"ﬁﬂ*

A young Indian who had been engaged to guide the party to Lake

Sang Sue, (Leech Lake) now arrived from the woodse Pike, as before,
L9

pushed on ahead of his men, accompanied only;the young Indian and a
soldier, Boleye. Pike's notes of this journey are brief but vivid.
January 23: "Forgot my thermometer, having hung it on a tree; sent Boley
back five miles for it." January 25: "Boley lost the Sioux pipestem
which I carried along for the purpose of meking peace with the Ojibways;
I sent him back for it; he did not return until 11 o'clock at night."
January 26: "The Indian and myself marched on so fast that we left Boley

on the route eight miles from the lodges « o

Pike's speed was rewarded by arrival at Leech Lake on the even=

ing of February l. His legs and smkleswere badly swollen but the "good

dish of coffee, biscuit, butter, and cheese for supper" cheered him.

While at Leeck leke, he wrote a letter to the director of the
Fond du Lac department of the Northwest Company, Hugh MecGillis, inform-

ing him in firm but polite terms that British goods must pay duty at
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e el

Mackinac, that no British flags should on any pretense be hoisted on
trading posts, that political dealings with the Indians must cease,
that the Northwest Company must follow American lawe At the Leech
Loke post, Pike lined up his men on February 10, 1806 and had the

"English yacht" shot down from the flag staff.

8+ill lame, Pike set out for Upper Red Cedar lake (Cass Lakse),
which he believed to be the upper source of the Mississippi. In three
days, he was back from the thirty mile journmeye. He had "accomplished
his voyage" and reached the "main source of the Mississippi." Pike was
nearly correct in this belief, Ie now held a council with the Chippews
of the vicinitye They were, he told them, to surrender their English
medals and flags, pay their debts to the traders and give up liquors
The traders, he conceded, might sell the liquor they had on hand, so
that the Indians might "forget it by degrees." There was to be peace

with the Siouxe

The assembled Chippewa smoked Wabasha's pipe end turned in
their flags and medalss The next day, Pike made an occasion of parading
his eleven men, putting them through the manual of arms, and ordering
them to blaze away with blank cartridges= a display intended to convey
to the assembled savages the power and dignity of the Great White Father
in Washington. On April 20, 1806, Pike arrived in St. Louis, having been

absent eight months and twenty-two dayse

P
For half a century after Pikj4 attempts were made by many men

/
yS _}iﬁj.

to find the "infant Mississippi.” A number of acoounts have been left

describing these expeditionse Most of them came by way of the Savanna
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Portagey end few of them failed to mention this part of the journey.

The swgrms of voracious mosquitoes, the mire, the cold, muddy water,

V)
(o

memory of the traveler,

N

)
the diffeeull footing, impressed this passagzgyay indelibly upon the

32
J
William Johnson, the grandson of Waubejeeg, White Fisher, a

celebrated Chippewa chief, writing of the Savanne in 1833, stated that
nothing had been done fto improve it since the beginning of the 1800's.
The Northwest Company had, at the turn of the century, built a plat=-
form the length of the bog, but in time this had rotted away and later
single logs were laid end to end for most of the course. On each side
of the logs, mud was waist-deep, and it requi@ed all the traveler's
skill to maintain his balance upon them, encumbered as he usually was

with pack or canoe upon his backe

Part of the portage was once an old peat bog, very good for
travel, voyageurs maintaineds But successive fires burned away the
peat, lowering the ground two or three feet and leaving it subject to
flooding by the East SaVanne:gjver. Swamp coze and muddy water soon

=
took the place of the springy peate In years of moderate rainfall,
the first two or three poses had enough water to float a ladem ceanoce
dragged by a voyageur; in wet weather or early spring, the traveler

often had to wade deep in water and mire and cumberscme pieces of

baggage were sometimes lost entirely in the morass. At one time,

324 Hart, Savanna Portage, 126; Winchell, Aborigines, 614;

Schooleraft, Expedition, 139; Warren, 0jibway, 5:248,
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canal seems to have been cut for a mile or more along the worst
33
section, but it undoubtedly soon filled with mud,

34
To the wilderness trails of the upper Mississippi a men of

affairs turned his attention some fourteen years after Pike's journey.
Lewis Cass, govermor of Michigan territory, which at that time extended
from Detroit to the Mississippi, resolved to explore this part of his
domaine He wished, he stated, a better acquaintence with the Indian
tribes and to detach them further from British influence. The party,
composed of ten Indians, seven soldiers, ten voyaguers, and Cass, started

from Detroit in May 1820.

Arriving at the long portage on the St. Louis ;iver, Cass ex-

p

changed his large boats for the four smaller ones in which the journey
FSuulid by
Was to continue for four more days. On Lhe 13th—biduly, Governes—Cass
J
detailed sixteen of his men, including Henry R, Schooleraft of later

feme, James Doty, eight soldiers)and two Chippewa guides, to go over-

land to Sandy Lake. This was to lighten the cance for the main expedition,

which continued up the St. Louis river to the East Savanna and on across
/)

-

the portagee.

SR ——————— e —— - e

Harte Savemnna Portage, 8:127; Warren, Ojibways, 5:25-=164,
Wisconsin Historieceal Collections, 13:212; Hart, Savenna Portage,
8:123; Folwell, Minnesota, 1:104; Henry Schooleraft, The
American Indians; their History, Conditions and Prospects,
(Rochester, NW. Y. 1851) 295-298.,
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35
Lieutenant James Allen and Dr. Alexander Wolcott, a surgeon,

were in the canoes with Cass, and each has left a description of the
Savenne. It was on this journey that Allen estimated the distance

across the portage as twelve poses. "The first three (nearest the
East Savanna).eesare shockingly bede It is a bed of mire, but the dif-
\

auﬁyuficulty of passing it is greatly increased by fallen trees, limbs, and
7

sharp knots of pitch pines..." The Cass party reached Sandy Lake on
July 15, having spent ten days on the trip from the post of the Americen

Fur Company at the mouth of the St. Louis river.

The overland part meanwhile, was finding the hardships of
P NE) ’ g P

their journey equally tryinge Wrote Schooleraft: "We.now found our=-

selves, at every step, advancing into a wild and rugged region. Every-
thing around us wore the gspect of remoteness. Dark forest, swampy
grounds, rocky precipices, and the distant roaring of the river, as it
leaped from rock to rock; would have sufficiently impressed the mind with
the presence of the wilderness without heavy rains, miry paths, and the
train of wild and picturesque Indians, who constituted a part of our

carrierse”

The men cemped one night in a swamp end their Indian guides,
somewhat apart from them, erected a pole the next morning and from it

suspended a strip of birchbarke Puzzled by this sight, Schooleraft

Schoolcraft, American Indians, 297; Expedition to Itaseca,

230-235; Summary Narrative of an Exploratory Expedition to

the Sources of the Mississippi River in 1829

(Lippincott, Crembo & Company, Philadelphia, 1855) 111-117.

Winchell, Aborigines, 607, Wisconsin Historical Collections
13:163-209,
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investigatede Ie found the pole to be a sapling, eight or ten feet,
high, and the piece of bark that dangled from it inscribed with figures
drawn by the guides. At Schooleraft's request, one of the guides
interpreted them for him, The drawings,said Chamees, Eouncing Hawk,
represented the exploring party's journey on the previous day, with
separate representations of the eight soldiers, the officers, and the
Indian guidess The eight soldiers were distinguished by eight rifles
standing upright beside them; & small campfire near them showed that
they had a separate mess. The Indiens were hatless, following the con-
ventional Indien pieture-writing distinction between redman and .white,
and were together at one corner of the picture, also with a separate
campfires The six officers stood in a row, the first with a sword

to indicate his rank, the secretary, Doty, with a book, the geologist
with a hammer; a separate campfire was likewise showmn for theme In
the upper left hand corner was & small hawk, at the bottom a tortoise
and a prairie hen— the products of the day's hunt. There were three
gashes in the pole to indicate the distance from water to water of this

part of the journey, that is, from the Portage Aux Couteaux on the St,

Louis river to the open shores of Sandy Lake.

=
o

The Schooleraft group at last reached Bezhiki.Seebi, Buffalo
Creek, a tributary of Sandy leke, and emecamped in high spirits, feeling

like those "who have long labored at an object, a pleasure in some

measure proportioned to the exertions made." The official secretary,

Doty, wrote: "The whole of this day laid over windfalls and through
crenberry and tamarack swampse It is impossible to describe the fatigue
of this day's march, and I believe there are even few savages who

would for any consideration encounter theme"
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———— — e ——

L)’The following daz{\they reached the shore of the lake, and,

having been told that g shot fired would be heard at the fur company's
post across the lake, they accordingly fired. Presently two young clerks,
Ashman and Fairbenks, ceme paddling across the lake in answer and re=-
marked to the explorers that the Indian women, having heard the shots,
believed that they also heard war whoops and had driven their cattle {

off to safetye

At Sendy Leke, Schooleraft was received with all possible hos=
pitality, and, for the first time since leaving Detroit, slept in a
housee The trip overland had taken seven days and could have been made,

Schoolecraft estimated, in half the time by cenoes.

The next day, Cass joined them and held a council with the
Chippewa, whose speeches, though delivered with a brave show of eloquence,
"were pitiful appeals for lmives, blankets, guns and powder, lead and
cloth, kettles and tomahawks, tobacco and whiskey." The Indians agreed
that ; when the expedition returned from the trip to the headwaters of
the Mississippi, ¥Rm& they would send a delegation to the Siouxe The
party then left for Upper Red Cedar Leke, rensmed on this journey Cassina,
to meke further explorations, Schooleraft noted in his journal that this
leke might be considered the true source of the Mississippi, but he also
indicated two inlets, one flowing from a lake forty miles distemt, the
other from one which lay six days' journey west-northwest by canoce, He
seems to have felt certain that the real source waslat the end of one
of these inlets, but out of deference to Governor Cass noted Cass Leke

as the source in his journal. He even mentions that one of the inlets,
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36
River La Biche, was called Mississippi by Voyaguerse The party spent

two hours on July 21 at the supposed true source and returned to Sandy
Lake after an absence of one weeke The expedition then embarked for
the Falls of Ste Anthony, reaching there on the morning of 4he=idbth

)

£ August?IIBZO.

37
Scheoleraft made a second journey into this wilderness in

1832, for he was not satisfied that Cass had reached the ultimate source
of the ri{er. On this trip, he had with him a missionary, William T,
Boutweil, later to spend a number of years among the Mississippi bands
of Chippewa. Also accompanying them was Ozawindib, Curly Heed, an

Indien whose guidance doubtless made final success possible.

This time, ten days were spent in coming up the St. Louis;iver
and crossing to Sandy Lak?g Schooleraft and the missionary tented to-
gether, and the party was on the portage on Sunday, July 1, 1832, Rain
was falling in torrents and everyone kept to his tent, The Reverend
Boutwell found it impossible to conduct a Sunday service. But the
irrepressible Indians were not daunted by the ceaseless rain and the

Py

mosquitoes. Hymns, camp-songs, dance tunes|the reverberating of the

pounding drums filled the swamp with furious noises "It has been such

: Vs ot
a Sabbath as I have never witnessed, "wrote the missicnary,

Boutwell found the portage "in spotseeedifficult to find
bottom - a perfect quagmires Our men look like renegades, covered
with mud from head to foots...the mosketoes come in hordes and threat~

ened to carry away a man alive, or devour him 'ere he could get awayeee

S6e Folwell, Minnesota, 101=-106,

37 Schooleraft, Lxpedition, Schooleraft Summary Nerrative
Boutwell's Journal In the hendWriting Of J, Fletoher Williams,
(Minnesota Historical Society museum)s Mimmesota Historical

Collections 1:124, Minnesota History 3:321,
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some lost one leg of their pantaloons, other bothe. Their shirts

and mocassins are all of a piece full of rents and mucke Mangled
feet, and bruised backs and legs, were brought forward this evening
to the doctorees his tent door is thronged with the lame and the halte

Everyone carries some mark of the Savanna Portage."

At Sendy Leke on this journey, Schooleraft estimated the
243 &
Indien population at|three hundred &nd forty-five.| He found the width

]

-  /
of the Mississippi at the outlet of Sandy Lake to be|three hundred and

thirty-oné]feet. The party reached Laeke La Biche at last and n?med by S
54 11 Miee;

Lake Itascas For fifty years, this was accepted as the true goﬁrc?, p
until in 1875 the small streams rumning into Itasca were mapped aﬂé
surveyed. Jacob V. Brower, in 1888-1891?on authorization from the
Minnesota ﬁistcrical Society, made a thorough exploration of the region
of the Itasce basin, when the waters supplying lake Itasca were found to
be the "infant Mississippi" and the question of the true source was finally
put to restf8

Over the Savanna Portage, "Dickson's Army" passed in 1836.
Probably no more colorful or incredible band ever toiled scross the
Savenne. Five young lieutenants and seven soldiers, led by the "Phantom
Emperor,” General James Dickson, thes had come fram the east by way of
Detroit and the Great Lakes. Marching westward, the general's purpose

was to reach Pembina and to recruit an ammy of half-breeds in the Red

river valley. His goal was a certain Mexican city, thought to be Sants

-

-

Schooleraft, Summery Narra tive, 118, Schoolcraft, Narrative

Journal of Travels to the Source of the Miss
the year 1820 221-233 (Albany, 1821)
Hart, Savanns Portage, 221,

issippi River in
;5 Folwell, Minnesota l:128-129,
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\

Fe, and his aimﬁlhe founding of en empire in California. He in=-
spired his men and officergg_gome of them the sons of the best
Imown factors in Canadﬁirbith tales of the rich loot to be taken,
and planned, after killing all who resisted him, to set up an

Indian govermmentes

Martin McLeod, prominent among later pioneer settlers and
one of Minmesota's first legislators, accompanied Dicksone The party
found the portage "so damnable that we had to wade up to our hips for
nearly three miles and carry our trunks, etc., to boots" The month
was November. It was while they were resting at Sandy Lake after
this expedition over the portage that lcleod wrote the lines quoted

/fZL-L Pyl

at theiésginninélof this chapters Perhaps the adventurers were al=-
ready begimming to sense their coming failure in the western wilderness.
The trader, Aitkin, who entertained the band and their sauve commander
at Sandy Leke, related afterwards that the "army" faltered between
that point and Pembina and were scattered, and that Dickson wandered

39
away among the Indianse

Vi

In 1854, four young Englishmen, world travelers, made one

of the last recorded journeys over the portage. With two half-breed

\
ngggeurg,tgadotteland Le Feve, they turned off the St. Louis river

—

on August 1, into the Savanne and found the channel choked with up=-
rooted trees, driftwood, weeds and frequently) the wreckage of canoese

Beaver had felled trees across the streams Rocks and snags quickly

James Dickson; A Dilibuster in Minnesota in 1836,

Mississippi Valley Historioal Review, 10:127-340.
See notes and documents p 173-18l. Grace L, Nute,

lMcleod's Diary 4:384~438,

4

[ A% l\,.gs
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set their canoe to leakinge At times, they could not see three yards

in front of them end not a vestige of path was visible to the un=-
practiced eyee But they were assured that they were on the great north=
west trail and could reach the Red river and ultimately the shores of
the Pacific by“the most approved rcute?

The travelers later wrote that "lofty trees met overhead-—
shade= just such jungle as would have been considered good tiger-cover
in India; and yet here not even the chirp of a bird broke the still-
ness, which is one of the most striking peculiarities of Ameriecan
forests, and one which often excercised a painfully depressing in-

fluence upon the spiritse"

At one place, they passed a sacred rock upon which each passing
Indien 1eft‘an offering of tobacco. At another time, deep in sedges,
wild rice and floating islands, they came suddently face to face with
a neked Indian, His head and face were daubed with ashes, and he told
them that he was mourning the murder of a relative at Fond du Lac and
was on his way to avenge ite He exchanged a partridge and a pigeon

for some powders

The party was often so deep in the :mire, where a false step
would have buried them, that they were obliged to balance themselves
on poless Poison ivy, wet blankets and mosquitoes added to their
trials. But they were, after all, tourists on a holidaye ' And to the
tourist, hard going in picturesque places 48 part of the fune

s

'Y
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Their half-breed yoyageurs were astounded that the youthful
Britishers, instead of allowing themselves to be conveyed along like
gentlemen, never cegsed paddlinge They marvelled to see that the

Englishmen did nothing but sing, and laugh, and bathe, and make huge
bonfires of fellen trefs, and insistiiﬁ shooting impossible rapids,

and otherwise conducé:themselves in a "way totally opposed to the habit
of sober-minded Yankee traders.” Uniéitigél%;;fi;;%of %pyageur Le Feve,

“{lﬂlj they beceme adept in giving the Indian war whoop, a shrill yell, rising
- -‘/l\
in key, and "rendered more unearthly by clapping the hand rapidly upon
- j"\fl'
the open mouth." ZShe—Faumby—teurists whooped at intervals, aware of the

pPiquant possibility of thﬁ:? being answered by a bona fide savagee

When the cance glided finally into Sandy Lake, the "wooded

banks echoed back" the party's"lusty French chorusese.ewound up with a

technique strange to the Indian country, they approached the Indian

village with eight paddles flashing in unison and drew in opposite an

emazed missionary, probably Spates, standing close to the water, surrounded

by his oongiggation. This worthy man told the Englishmen that there were
280

about)two hundred and fiftjﬁinhabitants at Sandy Lane and that all the

young men were away at the time on the warpathe

The voyageurs had looked forward from the beginning to staying
at Sandy Lake and had spoken appreciatively of the pleasures of the
place, of the abundance of provisions and of "les belles sauvagesses,"”

who were celebrated for their beauty above the women of any other Chippews
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villagee The young men inspected the encampments and then removed to

a nearby island where they had been advised by the missionary to spend
the night and where they were immediately followed by the entire Indian
populatione After a brief visit the next day and carrying letters from

the preacher to be mailed in St. Paul, the travelers continued their
40
journey downstream by way of the Mississippi.

41
A trip was made over the portage in 1861 by Robert E. Jefferson
O 'i\ \i R«‘—(“'C
who is said to have built the first frame house in Dulutbx took his wife

and baby girl with him on this overland route to S5t. Anthony from his

Buthis Lo

homes The oavanne however, had been supplanted by a military roade

Mrse Jefferson is said to have been the only white woman to make the

872 mile tripe In 1878, Newton H., Winchell, author and collaborator
42
of many works on the history and geolovy of the—sbtabe—ef llinnesota,

with a party of surveyors traveled over the portageps) The canoce they
= ko T B a7t \
used is preserved in uh%4Unlf€ISity Museume

43
In the later part of Lhe(ach century, the Savanne Portage route

became known as the ?16 Duc route," But as roads were constructed, the

ancient passageway fell into disuse&aad in time its importance was lost

to all but tradition and its exact location became unknown.

Lawrence Oliphant, Minnesota and the Far West, (First published
in quckwood's Laﬁaz1nef'ﬁubl;shed by William Blackwood & Sons,
Edinburgh 1855. 8 voe. 306 pp & 8. 17 plates

Minnesote Historical Collectionms,

9:258.
Winchell, Aborigines, 589, St, Paul Daily Press = Oct. 3, 1872,
Llnneaoolls Trlbune - 0ct. 4, 1882.
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In 1926, Professor lrving H, Hart, an® annual summer resident
of Sang lake, and William P. Ingersoll, who has lived in the vicinity
for years, decided to make en effort to relocate the trail. They supple-
mented their information on local history £rem interviews with old
pioneers. On their first attempt, they found themselves following an
old lumbering trails A settler near Shumwey Lakex informeé&gﬁ;}e was

an old trail running north of his place that was said to be the old

"Hudson Bay trail." This, they found to be about where James E. Murphy

end others had told them that they would find it, and they discovered ok
to be in reality the /dld Savanna Portage" trail,

The trail, as they uncovered it, was mostly a narrow path,
one or two yards wide, in many places obliterated by brush. The old
blazes on the trees were barely discernible. At the western end, the
trail followed comparatively dry ground and gradually descended into
e tamarack swamp as bad as it had been a hundred years befores The old

tamarack logs were found buried beneath the muck and mire, laid length-
45

wise of the traile During the summer of 1940, the trail wes further ex-

plored,tbrﬁiéédﬁ@nd finally marked by a troop of Boy Scouts.

P i

/

Hart, Savanna Portage, 130-138.
Aitkin Age, August 1940, Interviews with Sandy Lake residents, 1940.
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1
Some seven years beforiiDu Lhut made his journey into the

country of the Sandy Lake Sioux in 1679,there was chartered in London

the "Honorable Company of MerchantsﬂAdvenpgxea trading into Hudson's

I

Bay." A Hudson's Bay company had been established by the French in 1608
but a permanent charter was not granted until the later date. The trade
thus established at the head of the lakes and aggressively held by the

French drew upon all the surrounding country for furse Far-flung trad-

ing posts flew the lilies of France for almost a century.

The monopoly of the é;;norable Company{%;as challenged re=-
peatedly. After Canada fell to the British end the French flag was
furled, a group of English traders established the Northwest Fur Company
in 1783, Under the guidance of the Northwest Company, British control
lasted for almost fifty years and barter in the fur trade reached its
highest development. Until 1816, the British colors snapped in the
breeze—defiantly, though, for almost half thet time, since much of the
region had belonged to the United States since the formation of the

companye

Charles M. Gates, Five Fur Traders in the Northwest, edited and
with introduction by Grace L. Nute. Fublished for the Colonial
Dames of America, University of Minnesota Press, 1933.

Warren Upham, Minnesota in Three Centuries, 1:325. The Pageant
of America, 139.

Minnesota History Magazine, 7:314; also 12:91-92. The Columbia
Encyclopedia, 856« Folwell, Minnesota, 1:25-72. Professor
Frederick J. Turner, P. D., The Rise and Fall of New France,
Minnesota Historiecal Collections, 10:383e
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The life of the natives was scarcely disturbed under the French
trading systeme. The French and Indians lived, most of the time, on the
friendliest terms. Because the French were not strongly ¢oncerned with
settlement, French posts left the ownership of the land to the natives
and French occupation made scant impression upon the country. The
British, on the contrary, treated the Indian less like a brothere Grants
of the Indian lands were made by the Crown without recompense or con=-
sultation with the nativess The American policy, developing later and

profiting somewhat by the English errors, empowered the federal govern=

— :2

ment to deal directly by treaty with the Indian nations or tribes.
F

AR LAl

The first nduringpost on Sandy Lake, aside from a small cabin

built by Perrault at Prairie lLake in 1784, was that established by the
3
Northwest Company on Brown's Point in 1794, There are several conflict-

ing local traditions as to the locations of trading posts about Sandy
Leke. WNiby=na=gaunce, grandmother of George A. Smith, chief of the
Sandy Lake band after the death of Misquadace, recalled a post there
presumably about 1790.

4
According to Niby-na~-gaunce, born in the latter part of the

k}Sthjcentury, her first recollection of Sandy Lake was of the fur traders
!

2e Cyrus Thomas, U. 8. Bureau of Ethnology, in Minnesota and Its
People, by J. A. A. Burnquist, 1:127, (The S, J. Clarke Pub.
Company, Chicago.)

3e William Watts Folwell, A History of Mimnesota, 1:68, (Pub.
Minnesota Historical Society, Ste Faul, 1921.)

4o lMrs. Martha Cornish, Boot lake, Minnesota, Interview, Tales
Told to her by her Grandmother; Also recalled by James E. Murphy
for Conversations which he had had with Niby-na-gaunce.




ONE GUN=-TWQ SKINS

and their impressive dog teams. As a very young girl, she was once
in a canoce which was paddled into Sandy Lake. A trading post then
stood on the northeast shore of the lake, she maintained, on the hill
now known as "Judge Edson's." There were at that time, she declared,
no other trading posts on the lake, neither on the Sandy river or the
Mississippi nor on Brown's Point. The post stood, she recalled, at
the foot and on the east side of the commanding hill and faced the lake,
At the top of the hill was a lockout buildings It has heen suggested
by some that this may have been a post of the Hudson's Bay Company. In
any case, remains from the fur trading era hav$ Epen found here, and in
1881 rotting sills and posts were still béigg:;éeﬁtﬁhere Niby=na=-gaunce
remembered the buildings to have been. Although trees had overgrown
the spot, traces of the lookout on the hill were still evident. The
Indian woman believed that this post was later moved to the ‘ébint,(4
the camel's-back hump extending in a northerly direction from the

AAARL A
Junction of the Sandy ;iver end the Mississippies A modern tgﬁe built
by Judge Edson, who preserved the relies found there, nmow stands upon

the site.

5
The Northwest Company's post at Brown's Point, the most prominent

of their trading centers, held its pré%minence from 1793 until 1816,

Because of its arrangement and strength, it was known as "the fort."

Professor Irving H. Hart, The 0ld Northwest Company Post on
Sendy Lake, 12:91-138, Minnesota History liagazin®. Also notes
on pe 138 (Coues edition 1895)
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6
—2;{ Lieutenant Zebulon Pike has left one of the best descriptions of this
&
ALY

~h

r:xﬁ“ﬂ{;ifhf°rts' which was commercially and politically important years be-
A fore his visit there in 1806, Pike's memorable journey up the Mimissippi
from St. Louis was the first expedition into that region by an accredited
representative of the United Statesy The whole northern fur country,
in everything except legal ownership, was still completely Britishn ﬂw<JL“@“Q
-~ dominated by British trader3§?nd—£}y&ng"over'ff§"fféﬂiﬁg”hﬁﬁéés*fﬁe

:;~nsnln:s_nf_ﬁhe Empire,

Before reaching Sandy Lake, Pike had met the imfluential trader,
James Dickson, whose post was near the present Ste. Cloud, and had been
furnished with a letter for Grant, a young man of Dickson's trading
house, on Lac de Sable (Sandy Lake)s Pike, after leaving the Mississippi,
went on in advance of his men and seems to have missed the old portage
trail that led from the river to the lekes Of his arrival, Pike wrote:
"We traversed about two leagues of a wilderness...and at length struck
the shore of Lake de Sable over a branch of which our course laye. The
snow having oovered the trail made by the Frenchmen who had passed be-
fore with the rackets, I was fearful of losing ourselves on the lake.ee
Thinking that we could obsefve the bank of the other shore, we kept a
straight course, sometime after discovered lights, and on our arrival
were not a little surprised to find a large stockade. The gate being

open, we entered and proceeded to the quarters of Mr. Grant."

Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, Expedition to the Headwaters of the
Mississippi River  1:138-28l., Pike's Explorations in Minnesota,
1:368-416 INinnesota Historicel Collectionse
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The “fort:k Pike found, was situated on the south side of the
lake, near the west ends On a map which he prepared, he marked the

site and noted that it was 1% miles south of where the lake emptied in-

to Sandy river. He observed that the "fort" consisted of "a stockade
o

-

100 feet squere, with bastions Zﬁlockhouseﬂ? at the southeast and
northwest angles, pierced for small armse. The pickets are squared on
the outside, round within, about 1 foot in diameter, and thirteen feet
above ground. There are three gates; the principal one fronts the lake
on the Ne, and is 10 x 9 ft.; and the one on the We 6 x 4 fte; and the
one on the E« 6 x 5 fte As you enter the main gate you have on the

left a building one story, 20 ft. square, the residence of the super-
intendents Opposite this house on the left on the east gate, is a house
25 x 15 fts the quarters of the mens On entering the W. gate you find
the storehouse on the right, 30 x 20 ft., which contain rooms for clerks,

a workshop, and provision stores

"On the W, and N. W. is a picketed inclosure of about four acres,
in which last year Ziéq§7 they raised 400 bushels of Irish potatoes,
cultivating no other vegetabless In this inclosure is a very ingeniously
constructed vault to contain potatoes, and which likewise has secret

apartments to conceal liquors, dry goods, etc."

There is much contradictory information regarding the exact location
of the Northwest poste. Monk locates it on the south side of the lake,
end Coue writes that it stood on the west shore of the lake next to
the Mississippi. Reverend Edmund Ely, at the request of Louis Hill,
surveyor, drew a map marking a spot about halfway up the point north
of Fisherman's Bay as the location. Eill corrected this error and
noted the post by marking Brown's Point "Suppositious site of fort,"
This was later confirmed by the excavations carried out on the spot
by Professor Irving He Hart and William Ingersoll.

See letter Hill to Ely, May 21, 1860., asking Ely to trace a map

and antedating it to 1859,
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7
At times, other vegetables were grown at the fort, for the

next year George Monk, a clerk at Leech Lake, in writing of this garden,
said that it also produced some beans and peass Monk mentioned, too,
the horses end pigs of the Northwest Company.

8
The establishment of this first Northwest post, in 1794, on

Sendy Lake has been credited by some to William Morrison. But Morrisan
himself states that he went into the country in opposition to the "0ld
Northwest" and that he found "Bousqui at Sendy Lake." Charles Bousquet
was the Northwest trader in charge at Sandy Leke from 1794 until at least
1797, and he was there whem David Thompson, the surveyor and astronomer,
visited the placed, / 79960

9
Very little is known of Charles Bousquets Thompson indicated

that Bouspuet's trading house was on the Sandy river about a half mile

from the Mississippi, and he may have been trading independently by urAJ*M\
>

1788y—she—year—of Thompson Ns—visiie Something of hie disposition and

resourcefulness may be learned, however, from an account written by
Thompsone
One May night that Thompson spent at Sandy Lake was clear and

fine, and he got out his apparatus to take observations from the starse

Jacob V. Brower, Prehistoric Man at the Headwaters of the Mississippi,
Minnesota Historical Collections, 8:238s

William Watts Folwell, History of Minnesota, 1:114,

Minnesota Historical Collections, 8:214, 219, 2Y8.

Devid Thampson, in the Champlein Society Publications, vol. 12,

Pe 280-282.
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The curious Indiens watched Thompson closely as he bent over his solar
instruments. All the warriors of the tribe were away at the time

on a buffalo hunt on the plains west of the Mississippi, and as this
territory was claimed by the Sioux the women were anxiously awaiting

the hunting party's returne The morning after they had watched Thompson
at his astromomicel studies, théy sent a bent old man to inquire about
their warriorse Would they be loaded with meat? And when would they
return? Thompson asked "Monsieur Boiske" to explain that he knew nothing
of their braves, that he had seen through his instruments nothing but the

moon and starse

Bousquet, however, did mot/slip this opportunity to score a

point on a subject ebout which he felt strongly. Liquor, Bousquet be=
lieved, was a curse to the Indians, making the warriors indolent and
quarrelsome. So0 he gave the old men his own version of Thompson's wordse
The men were safe; they would be at Sandy lake the next day, each with

a load of meate But the meat was poor, there was no fat on it, end they
must not get drunk again until the buffaloes were fat, late in the summer.
Moreover, whoever bit off another man's nose in a quarrel would be killed
by the Sioux in the first battles To all this the old man grunted,

"While we can get fire-water, we will drink." Still, he relayed the
message to the women who, since they shared Bousquet's views, were pleased.

10
The British trade continued uninterrupted by Pike's ultimatums

and the formation of the American Fur Company by John Jacob Astor in

Warren Upham, Minnesota in Three Centuries, 1:325, The Pageant

of America, 2:139, Professor Irving H., Hart, The 0ld Northwest
Company et Sandy lLake 7:311-325, Minnesota HisTory Nagazines
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1808+ But eventually, after the War of 1812 and the ireaty og?lﬂifr’ .
% =
following-—tho-wery the Northwest Company sold all of its posts and

outfits south of the Canadian border to the American Fur Companye The

Sandy Lake post passed to American ownership.

With the Northwest Company in grudging retreat, the American Fur
Company gradually acquired a monopoly of the trade. But while the con-
flict for control still raged between these two, a third contestant had
appeared, the Earl of Selkirk, of the Hudson's Bay Company. Selkirk
entered through a loophole left in the United States government restriction
on trade by foreigners, which stipulated only that traders must not carry

on trade in their own accounte

Under this provision, thirty or forty Hudson's Bay men came in=-
to the country as traders in 1818, There were charges and counter charges)
fair tactics and foul were used to win trades Campetition between the
monopolies and the independent traders became a duel to the deathe Business
lenguished, until Lord Selkirk's death and theemforved—Amerieen restrictions
tykﬁVpQJA k&?i; Drrntne Conna
Afinally brought peace and a new legse on life for the fur trade.
With the establishment of the Northwest Company on Sandy Lake,
a change had come over the regiones The colorful bustle of the fur trad-
ing establishment succeeded the native and occasional trader on the shore

of Keh-me-tah-wanges=guema, Lake of Sandy Waters. There was constant

activity about the poste Indians came and went ceaselessly. A hunter

Aﬁ‘L
was usually employed to supply the table with game; firewood nsééed to

be cut and hauled; when the post possessed horses, hay had to be cut

in the summer and brought to the post in winter, The Indian women about
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the fort were dispatched to the woods to gather gum and watab, thgulbcw’ i
‘,I o ,L.{ AL

[ﬁgod fibr?é)used in making canoes. P orend ta ar

,{,,": 28 _ 2
11
When the ice had disappeared from the lakes and streams, the

trappers, both Indien and white, assembled at Sandy Lake with such
furs as the winter's catch had brought them. Packs of furs were taken
in exchange for trade~-goods, for credit or, in rare instances, for cash,

from the "free traders" who frequented Sandy Lake in very early dayse

Up from Fond du Lac to the junction of the Ste. Louis with the
East Savanna came the flotillas of rivermen, traders and clerks. Here

they would divide, one group=with an "Au revoir, portez bien" —

going on up the St. Louis toward Lake Vermillion, the other turning
12
toward Sendy Lake.

13
Goods loaded into the small canoces were paddled up the river

as far as paddles could be used, and then the canoes were dragged. In
later days, fleets of canoes were kept at either end of the portage and

only the goods were packed over.

Through Sandy Lake, finally, would come the eanoes with the

Clement H, Beaulieuw, Sketch of the Fur Trade, manuseript, pe
1-5, 12, Minnesota Historical Society museum, among the Rice
Paperse

Paul Beaulieu, a description of the fur trade, p. 10-12,

in the Rice Papers.

Professor Irving H. Hart, The Old Savanne Portage, 8:119-121
Minnesota History Magazine, Urace L. Wute, Ihe Diary of Martin
lMcLeod, Beaulieu, fur trade,.
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‘pieces! to be used in the tradg(' Loaded with emmunition, tobacco,

blankets, tomahawks, cloth and%

X

would move up the lake, the chants of the voyageurs echoing through the
VIRAIN, .

[primitive|timberlands. The goods were piled up at Sandy Lake for the

¥ T 14 &W:L
surrounding postse Here the winteri%g supplies were sorted packed)

end the cargoes for the canoe brigades prepareds Three outfits were
sent dovm the Mississippi = to Mille Lacs, Gull Lake and Red Cedar “akee
Up the lMississippi went outfits for Red lake, Isech Lake and Ottertail,

and for Winnipeg, Cass “ake and Pokegama Falls.

For two centuries, the fur trade was the greatest industry
of the continents The Indian was profoundly affected by ite. His first
contact with civilization, for good or bad, was through the traders, and
he was not to escape from this influence for meny generationss A new
mode of life was createde But the change in the Indian's existence
was no more fare-reaching than the effect upon the Canadians. A type
of men was produced among them, new and different from any other, and
peculiar to the trade. These were the voyageurs, end the coureurs de

boise

After the British had subdued the French, the observant and

adroit Northwest Company retained many of the chief French traders,
15 16
the coureurs de boise The voyageurs, equally essential to the fur

trade, were also kept on in British and, later, in American employe

Minnesota History Magazine, 4,380,

Folwell, linnesota, 1333,

Ramsey Crooks, Letters of Ramsey Crooks to John Jacob Astor,
1817, in the Minnesota Historical Society museum, manusceriptse
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They were generally French Canadians of little or no education; but hh“j
4 £ prrofpl &7 ok

possessing-the peculiar-breibs; eduebitiby-ef tempera.men} and,\know-

ledge of woodcraft and of Indian habits, without which their rigorous
calling could not be successful pursueds Ramsey Crooks, an official
of the American Fur Company, spoke of this in a letter to John Jacob

Astor in 1817.

"Their places cannot be supplied by Americans, who for the
most part are too independent to submit to a proper contrel and who can
gain anywhere a subsistence much superior to a man of the interior; and
although the body of a Yankee can resist as much hardship as any man,
'tis only in the Canadian we find that temper of mind to render him
docile, patient and persevering; in short, they are a people harmless
in themsélves, whose habits of submission fit them peculiarly for our
bus-iness,"

by f
One French commentator deplored the influence of the fur tradere.

WPy
"This, he wrotefi\}s the moral and physical ruin of the youth of lower

Canadas It greatly injures agriculture. Besides its lure of profits. . .
it has become a matter of respectibility to have been what they call

'voyageurs.' The girls will not marry those who court them until the

|
»i! N LAl )
] IAAAN ! o [/
AN oM

latter have made a trip to the pays d'en haut {interiogj." Lo
ly\ .._ / o
18 4L

Perrault, who left the first record of wintering at Sandy Lake,

Comte De Colbert lMaulevrier,

'Voyage dans 1' interieur des Etats-Unis et au Canada.

(The John Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1030.

Jean Baptiste Perrault, Narrative of the Travels and Adventures
of a Merchant Voyageur, Michigan Pioneer and llistorical
Tolloctions, o7:510=574. (Manuscript discovered at the
Smithsinian Institute, among the Schoolcraft papers by John
Sherpless Fox, in 1905, )
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wrote at length of the men engaged in the fur trade: "The life and
manners of the troubadour...were at the opening of the 17th century
transferred to North America...No wonder a peasantry, and adventurous
burgeois who led them, should as if the murmuring cataracts were but
one great orchestra of nature, give vent to their gayety in chants...

to which the rapid strokes ofkheir paddles kept time.

"To add to the excitements of the American wildernmess, the
Can adians were guided on their adventurous trips by oné of the most
picturesque races of mankind=—-the painted and plumed Indians, who, like
themselves were eminently bent on the enjoyment of the present scene
with little thought for the future: and it cannot be deemed surprising
that the American wilderness, in its freedom from restraints, has so
many charms for the three classes who supplied the perpetual elements
to the fur=trade: neamely, the voyageur, the trader, and the ambitious
money-making bourgeois, who sought in the fibre of the beaver a treasure

more reliable than that which had eluded the grasp of P& Soto."

These Canadiens surpassed the Indian in speed and endurance.

Paddling, packing freight over the portages, soaked to the skin with

mud, snow or rain, bedded bemeath a tree for the night's brief resﬁfﬁ_—f{

~thore -
allAfere part and parcel of the voyageurs' daily lot and were met cheer-
19

fully. Said ome: "I could carry, paddle, walk, end sing with any men

I sawe I have been 24 years a canoe man, and 41 in service; no portage
was ever too long for mes Fifty songs could I sing, I have saved the

lives of ten voyageurs- have had twelve wives and six running dogse

19, Grace L. Nute, The Voyageur.
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I have spent all my money in pleasure. Were I young agaein, I should

spend my life the same way over. There is no life as happy as a

voyageur's life."

A wanderer by nature, thoroughly at home in the wildernmess,
living and hunting with the Indians and often bound to them by ties of
blood, the voyageur was a link without which the trading establishments

could scarcely have operated.

Meckinac, Three Rivers end Montreal were usually the head=
20
quarters for the trading expeditions sent to the interior. Peter Pond,

an early trader, has left an account of the start of such an expedition.

"There was a number of Canoces fiting for Mislemacamace. I
agreed with Isac Tod a Sgr to take my Goods in his cannoce on fraight
and imbarkt with him and James McGill Esq. in one of his Cances and
Seat from Lasheen.[?hchine for Mackinac By way of the Grand River.

As you pass the End of the Island of Montreal to Go to a
Small lake cald the Lake of the /Two/ Mountinas there stgnds a Small
Roman Church aganst a Small Raped. This Church is Deacated to St.
Ann who protects all Voigerss Heare is a small Box with a Hole in the
top for ye Reseption of a Little Money for the Hole father or to say
a small Mass for those who Put a small Sum in the Box. Scars a voiger
but stops hear and Puts in his mite and By that meanes they Suppose
thay are ‘protected."

21
For the trip up the Great Lakes, mackinaw boats were used.

Huge logs hollowed out, twenty to fifty feet long, the mackinaw boats
were capable of carrying from two to eight tons of freight. At Fond
du Lac, these boats were exchanged for birchbark canoes, twenty-four

to thirty feet long and five feet wide at the center, with a capacity
Z 50

of two thousand five hundred pounds.

Charles M. Gates, Peter Pond, in the Diary of Peter Pond "Five
Fur Traders in the Northwest" introduction by Grace L. Nute,
Clement H. Beaulieu, Sketch of the Fur Trade, manuseript,
among the Rice Papers, in the Minnesota Historical Society

Museum, Nute, VoXageur.
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In the canoes the boatmen made their way upstream, pausing _
Na )

every two hours or so to rest and smoke. At portage2< they "packed"

=
e -
)

the cargo, including provisions)in\“piecesﬁ‘of about seventy-five pounds
eache The pack straps had a head piece, three inches wide at the center,
fiting over the forehead to assist in packing the burden. If possible,

a load was carried at a half-trot to the pose; walking back for the

next load was supposed to give the packer all the rest he needed.

SO )
At certein places, called "packing points," fur packs were

Yo
collected, opened, sorted and repackeé‘in7;ieces‘ of the correct weight
for one men to carry over the portages. A packing point is said to have
been located on.the western bank of the Prairie river, a short distance
22

above the place where it empties into Bell Horn Bay.

23
Goods stored at Fond du Lac for the Sandy Lake trade were often

forwarded in winter by dog teame The dogs, mostly fed on fish, were
of medium size and miscellaneous breeds. If the snow crust was hard,
a dog could pull two hundred pounds, often covering sixty miles in a
daye

24
The diet of the voyageurs and packers was corn hulled with 1y3>

Professor Irving H. Hart, The Early History of Sandy lake,
published in the McGregor-Pilot Review, 1932, June-October.
Lawrence L. Burpee, Grand Portage, 12:374, Minnesota History
Magazine, December 193l. Gates,Five Fur Traders.

Gates, Fur Traders, Paul Beaulieu, pe 4=9 in the Rice Papers at
the Minnesota Historical Society museum, menuscripts; also

the letters of Paul Beaulieu, The Organization of the British
Fur Trade, Mississippi Valley Historical Review - 3:172

(September 1918)
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with tallow for seasoning. One quart of corn and one ounce of tallow
was the usual daily ration. From the beginning of their journey, over
the Great Lakes in the mackinaw boats, up the tributary rivers by
canoe, over the portages on foot, this was their food each day. Boat=
men, new to the river, were given pork until they became used to the
scantier diet; those who customarily went no farther than Lake Superior
posts were also given pork and were known consequently as mangeurs

du lard, pork eaters. Those who were old at the business and spent
their winters at the inland forts end posts were called hivernants,
winterers.

25
At the interior posts such as Sandy Lake, the daily ration

was a pound of flour and a half pound of pork, but the diet of the
men was limited only by the skill of the post hunter. The measuring
cup was discarded, and the voyageur feasted on venison, game, fish,
bear, and wild rice. Sometimes as the winter drew on and game grew
scarce, wild rice became the only food, and the measuring cup re-

appeareds Through all the diaries of the traders, the letters and

documents of explorersjand records of all kinds left by the white men

in the wilderness, the problem of food is always present and almest

always of pressing moment. —
f: k;,, C/L(\'», fo LN S—AAA ¢
A ALLL O™

The voyageur's clothing was as[é;ngulaﬂ as his food. A
description left by a missionary tells that "my man dressed himself

in the habit of a voyageur, that is, a short shirt, a red woolen cap,

Paul Beaulieu, in the Rice Papers, p. 12 Nute, Voyageur 35-73
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a pair of deer skin leggins which reach from the ancles a little above
the knees, and are held up by a string secured to a belt about the
waist, the agien / "breech cloth'J of the Indians, and a pair of deer
skin moccasins without stockings on the feet. The thighs are left bare.
This is the dress of the voyageur in summer and winter." To this might
be added "a blue capote, the inevitable pipe, a gaudy sash, and a gay

beaded bag or pouch hung from the sash — and you have the voyageur as

he appeared speeding over the lakes, advancing cautiously up narrow

creeks, toliling over portages, cracking his whip over the heads of his

dogs, laughing down rapids, fiddling in log forts and singing whereever
he was. .

26
Vith the passing of winter, the voyageur for a time came into

Nute, Voyageur, Glanville Smith, Minnesota, Mother of Lakes
and Rivers, National Geographic Magezine, 263, March 1925.
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his owne Damnhe went to Mackinac, Grand Portage or later to Fort
William, there to secatter his winter's wage with prodigal hande The
paddle, the packstrap and the measuring cup were forgotten, and he
ate and drank and gaﬁbled until the trading season came around againe

”‘(d

5
> 27

clerks" of the fur trade were next above the voyageurs

The
in authority, though not necessairly in schooling. Some clerks kept
their accounts by means of drawings or pictures, and only they could
tell what the figuresrmeant. Others were men of education and often
of good familye. Sometimes the clerks were sons o younger brothers
of the bourgeois, the term applied to the head traders or factorse
Traders and clerks occasionally bought their goods outright from the
fur company, others were partners and sometimes were paid a salary,
Their hardships were often as great as those of the voyageurse In the
long winters, there was little companionship except that of the Indians.

Wrmalinat Tl o
Yet the life was a busy one, and possessed a lure beyond thejexplanation| J

of ordinary mene

During his stay at Sandy Lake in 1806, Pike observed of the
traders: "I can only account for the gentlemen of the Northwest Company
contenting themselves in this wildermess often, fifteen and...twenty
years, by the attachment they contract for the Indian women, It appears
to me that the wealth of Natioms would not induce me to remain secluded
from the society of civilized mankind, surrounded by a savage and un-
productive wilderness, or being blessed with the cultivated and fesling

mind of a eivilized fair one."

Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, Expedition to the Headwaters of the
Mississippi, Vols 1; 138 Minnesota Historiocal Collections,
Pike's Explorations, 1: 368-416,
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28
James Doty, secretarzf'with the Cass expedition, felt much the

same way. "I very much doubt whether the desire to accumulate wealth
could ever so strongly predominate in me as to induce me to forsake the
comforts and elegencies of civilized life, for a residence in this dreary
wilderness, where men suffer their passions to get at large so totally

unrestrained, that they fall far below the savages with whom they associate.”

29 d =
After the American Fur Company bought the r(’i‘do:z"l:,"' William Morrison

was retained as trader at Sandy lekes Life continued there at the same
é:;:?;empo. It is related that in 1818 the Indians threatened to massacre
all the whitese It was but a short time since the British had relinquished
the post to the United States and the Indiaﬁs still resented the Americans.

Then when measles ();ad medicine,r}fhe Indians thought, brought by the

Americans) hﬁﬁbg}okﬁ? out among the natives and was taking a great tell

of lives, Morrison had to cast about quickly for a way to prevent a catas-
trophe. He found it in the circumstance that he himself had two Indian

wives and that one of his own children died in the epidemic. Surely, he

< . p o
argued, he would not bring in the Americans if they carried fgad medicine™

Wwhich might kill his own childe This logic seemed to appease the Indianse

20 e

Several Americans had come into/fur country with the Selkirk
traders in 1818, among them William Farnsworth and John Fairbanks. It

took them two months to come up from Maekinac to Sandy lak?g Fairbanks
W-entl
and Samuel AshmanJa:? still in command at the time of the visit of Cass

in 1820. Fairbanks was wel%,known in the fur trade for his genial temper
!

Wisconsin Historical Collections 13:211., Papers of James Duane Doty.
Minnesota History Magazine, 12:91, Aitkin Age, November 11, 1020.
Recollections of John Fairbanks, pe 2-3, manuscript, Minnesota
Historical Society, Among the Rice Papers. (Written by J. A.
Gilfallan from an interview with Fairbanks.,)
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and integrity. He was said to be kind to those under him, a good
trader and expert hunter. His son George Fairbanks was also a prominent
figure in the trade.

31
Sometime between the first and second expeditions of Schooleraft,

1820 and 1832, the American Fur Company moved its post from Brown's Point
to a location just north of the Sandy Lake outlet into Sandy rivers In
time a rival trader named Abbott occupied the old poste The ;Qildings
were still in use in 1833. Eventually, however, they were deserted and
sometime after the abandonment of the‘x}ort‘hit seems to have been burmed.

The cellars gradually filled with soil and the Indians re-occupied the

site}Aestablished aﬁ +néism village and in the old clearing cultivated

/f‘§hs "Indian gardens," the name by which the aree was known to the early
settlersy In time, the Indians, too, moved away, and the deserted site

became the "abandoned waste,"noted by Jacob Brower in 1894.

In 1823, Major Stephen H. Long set out to explore the Red River
valley and the northern frontier. He was accompanied by en Italian gentle-
ﬁ;n, newly arrived in this country, Giacomo C. Beltrami. Near Pembina
in the Red River country, Beltrami left the party and began exploring
on his own account. His travéds led him southward, end his Chippewa
guides in fear of the Sioux left him. For several days, he was alone,
working his way toward Red Lake where "white bears abounded.” Inexperienced

in the management of a cance, Beltrami at times waded in the river dregging

the cance containing his effects after him by meens of a thonge A shower

3le Professor Irving H. Hart, The Old Northwest Company Post on Sendy
Lake, 7:311-325, Minnesota History Magazine, ¥




ONE GUN=TWO SKINS Page TEBA

of rain drenched the goods and he dried them and then hoisted over

them his red umbrella. "It was singular encugh to see them conveyed

thus in the stately style and manner of China, while ! was myself condemmned
to travel in that of a ;;iey siave." This effort with the umbrella was
worthwhile, for, meeting some traveling Indians, who "could form no idea

what that great red skin could be," he was able to catch their interests

and hire a guide.

With his new guide, the worn traveler camped for the night and
during the late hours, hearing a sound in the camp, fired his gun. At‘
the sound of the shot, the guide, thinking instently of the Sioux, vanished
and calls and pleading failed to win him backe Beltrami was again alone
in the wilderness. However, when morning came, he fired two shots, a
recognized signal of friendship, and the Indian returned from his hiding
places The two men then set out to discover what the beast was that the

Italien had shot at the night before in the darkness. At some distance

they discovered a dead wo%;i-but the Indian, contrary to the Itelian's

expectations, did mot skin the beast or evem touch it. Instead he
addressed the dead animal. "He expressed to it the sincerity of his
regret for what had happened, and informed it that he wegs not the person

who had destroyed it." The wolf happened to be the family totem of the

Indien's purtiﬁﬂ?z2 clane

After many misadventures, the Italian reached the viecinity of

the headwaters of the Mississippi. Here he discovered and named Lake Julia
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and having delivered a letter to a certain bois~brule of Red Lake, who

/)

was directed to accompeny him, he continued on toward Leech Leke., His

i/

,t/{_h,.-m-\

supplies had mostly lost or given away to the Indians but Beltrami never

oo

> [,

? \ /
'olvdo 4

lost sight of the significance.nor the romance of his journey and re-

—

corded feithfully the perils that beset him in my labours in these, my

translantlc promenadeu. ’ And the "labours" were meny end ungentle. A

MMJAA—» /‘[_M)'v’\ > AR

Do
flerce windstorm s%fewe§r$he trees about h1m - it was doubtless an earth-
/\

. Qqueke, noted Beltrami. With little food and torn clothing he straggled

17
AL, &

\
,1o7jon with his guide "at a brisk pace, and my air and carriage were not

‘xcgntemptible for a 'man who was hitched and hooked on every side in thorns
“and briars..eEven Delille, who converts everything into rose and Jjessamine,

would have changed his tone in my situation. Not a word of complaint,

however, did I utter,"

The Italian learned that the Indians' directions were not always
to be relied upon. "The Indians themselves have confessed to me that,
when they go down to the traders' settlements, they amuse themselves wiéh
gulling their credulity by a number of fables, which afterwards become the

oracles of geographers and bookmakers,"

On September 20, 1823, Beltrami came into Sandy Lake from the
upper Mississippi and observed that "this lake has a handsome basine"
He found "the trading establishment /Américan Fur Company/ is near the
spot where Sandy(%ﬁver falls into the Mississippi." Though fur trading

S
had not yet startgd for the year, the explorer found e Canadian on guard
/

who offered him/shelter and food,
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The Canadian himself was low on supplies, having nothing but wild rice
and potatoes end "who to console me under my privations, ge¥s me a list

of those which had himself experienced." Beltrami learned at Sandy Lake

that the direct®Y' S of the post were even then on their way westward

and were expected to arrive in a few days. He noted that they were coming

through the Savanna Portage and that "through this chennel are conveyed

all those articles which constitute the staple of commerce with the

Indians of this region." But the Itelian could not wait for the arrival

of the traders and with his guide, on the 2lst of September, he left

"the Canedian and the Sandy river."

32

About ISEGL William Morrisozf;ho had been in charge of the
e }

Sendy Lake post, retired and returned to Canada, and the trade of the
American Fur Company passed under the supervision of William Aitkin,

There were four principal traders in the fur country at that time, each

Art e
having jurisdietion over a portion of the territory. Qﬁﬂ Fond du Lac

department ,~ATtkirls was the largest.

23 M (il ﬁj\,

When Aitki?i together with a 1:!'&.(1631:/1 Roussai%{ took charge, each

2

Gy |
oy
Paul Beaulieu, in the Rice Papers; Clement Beaulieu, Sketch of the o g/

2

Fur Trade, p. 4, manuscript, Kice Paperss 7
Letters of Henry M. Rice concerning Williem Aitkin, Rice Papers. P Ljy

Erg
o

:T/,<.

"

_—— ¥y rryv
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was to receive one-sixth of the profitse Aitkin bought out Roussain
in 1830, assuming complete supervision of the department and receiving
one=third of the profitse He made Sandy lLake his headquarters and the
chief post of the department, Under his management were subordinate
agents or clerks, and each post usually employed in addition a black=
smith, baker, mason, and sometimes one or more cookse

34
Williem Aitkin was the head of the Fond du Lac Department dur-

ing all the most profitable years of the Sandy lake post under the American
Fur Compeny. He alloted the goods for each post within his Jurisdiction
5N 6 onJa oo
and he devised means of combating eppesibien traders for the Indian's furs,
The Indians were better paid when the Americen Fur élmpany had some competition,
for without rival traders they had to accept what they could gete Usually
the Indian received credit for such goods as he might require during the
winter's hunt and, when his furs were brought in at the end of the season,
the cost of his winter goods was deducted. Ordinarily the trader kmew
about what to expect in the way of furs from his hunters and trapperse
Their abilities being kmown, the credits were limited accordingly, gener=-

ally anywhere from five deé&at? to two hundred dollars,

35
The American Fur Company had tried to crush opposition by pay-

ing good prices regardless of cost and in the beginning, by supplying the
Indians with liquore. Up beyond the border, Aitkin hadﬁz;;ued, the British

had no seruples about spirits end unless he could do likewise the fur

company would lose its business. In 182t{lhis plea had-bo:?e fruit; he

34e Paul Beaulieu, manuscript, in the Rice Papers, p. 12, Minnesota
History Magazine. 3:177, Michigan Historical Collections 37:193.
35 Michigan Historical Collections, 37:156. Aitkin Age, October
11, 1929,
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waes granted permission by theaé§§q£3to take on two barrels of whiskey

et Mackinac for the Indian trade. But the permit was not renewed.

36 »‘(AQ."»d

In the early days of the fur trade, a “"skin" was the unit of
values The American Fur Company issued notes, "beaver money," redeemable

by the bearer in American Fur Company suppliese.

7

a -
A gun was worth about two skins; leggief with ribbons and beads,

two skins; tobacco in long twists, six feet for two skins or three plugs
for one skin; a pint of powder, one skin; an axe or tomahawk, one skin;
a mesh of beads, one skine Certain small items were regarded and re-
served as presents-——a flint, needles, awls, vermillion paint and rings.
The fofiowing is a memorandum of g Sandy leke outfit written on the back

of a(fragment of dialogue between the Reverend Ely, a missionary at Aitkin's

trading post in 1832, and an QOjibwa.

=

N

prse. Blkt. 2%~pts. Zpoints, refers to the quality
1" n 1]
2 of the blanket.?

" 1 12 # -
=2

N

HHEHHOHMDOR MO PHEEOGD O

ps. Grey List Clot

v Cotton Plaid oo

" Russia Sheeting ee.
Dozn scalping knives.,

Bags Corn

" Flour

"  Shot
Kégs powder
gun flints
Dozn clay pipes
Bags corn ) ;
. Flour) Provisions for men"
lbe Pork )

o
(=]
o

)
o

Grace L. Nute, Beaver lioney, Minnesota History Magazine, 9:287.
The Edmund Franklin Ely Papers, Minnesota Historical Society,
manuscriptse
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38
A prime beaver was worth two skins; one otter, two skins;

bear, two skins; ten muskrats, one skin; and one-skin-was-the-value
~of /three martens, three mink, two prime bucks, three racoons, two lynx, 0
- Wt vl 0N g2 S Mot , ‘
~ 4wo fishersf ) Besides pelts, traders also accepted wild rice and maple
sugar at the rate of ten pounds of sugar, one skin, and a sack of rice,
two skinse

The details of Aitkin's early life are somewhat obscure. He
was born insgcotland about 1785 and came into the upper Mississippi region
with a trader named Drew in the early 1800's. Ie was a man of some education
and meny attainments. He seems to have been equally at home in the most
civilized surroundings or in the wilderness wigwam. He was the first
trader to encourage the missionaries, and it was at his suggestion that
Reverend Frederick Ayer established a school at Sandy Lake for the children
of Aitkin's clerké and voyageurs, the first school in Minnesota outside
of Fort Snellingfo

41
In letters dating back to 1815, members of “itkin's family

spell the name "Aitken," although when the county was name%)Roger Aitkin,

to whom the officials wrote, stated that both his father and he had always

spelled it "Aitkin."

Paul Beaulieu, in the Rice Papers, Minmesota Historical Society.

Manuscriptse :

Warren Upham, Minnesota Biographies, 17:6, 5:483, Minnesota Historical

Collections, W. H. C. Folsom, Fifty Years in the Northwest, 114,241

Warren Upham, Minnesota in Three Centuries, 1:390, 458,513,546,

Memoranda on William AItkin in the Ninnesota Historical Society

museum, manuscripts, also letters of Hemry M. Rice, H. H. Sibley,

Remsey Crooks, Paul and Clement Beaulieu and otherse

Folsom Fifty Years, Folwell, Minnesota, 1:174.

Sibley Papers, pertaining to Aitkin, Minnesota Historieal Society,
Manuscriptse Aitkin Age October 11, 1929.




ONE GUN-IWQ SKINS

42
William Aitkin was an opposition trader at Leech leke as early

as 1818, He was still a citizen of Canada and, until he could become
naturalized, secured his goods from Charles Ermatinger, an independent
American trader end outfitter. Aitkin seems to have prospered, and
after he beceme associated with the American Fur Company his post at
Sandy Lake had "all the comforts end meany of the luxuries of life,"

Canadia n
Back in the security of quiet/ villages, William Aitkin's family

gave anxious thought to the wild and remote circumstances of his calling.
In a letter in 1820 his mother hoped her "Dear William" was welle David
Aitkin, at Nova Scotia, including with his letter notes from his sister
Violet and other members of the family, wrote to William: "We all think
that the business which you follow must be very hurtful to your constitution.
If it were possible for you to get any settled situation, it would be much

21

better than that wandering life which you lead." But the wandering

life held him as it held otherss He was destined never to quit it.

Before Aitkin was stationed at Sandy lake, he had married Bay-
ji=quod-o=qua, Striped Cloudy They had seven children and Aitkin cared

for them with & marked solicitudes In July 1821, three of the children

were et school at Mackinac, and Aitkin, writing from Seandy lake, re-

quested Henry H. Sibley, a future Minnesota governmor, then at the fur

headquarters, to keep a watchful eye on them.

Letters of Charles H., QOakes, August 1872, Clement H. Beaulieu
Sketeh of the Fur Trade Manuseript - p. 1 - 3.

From the Sibley Fapers, letters sna other material pertaining
to Aitkin, Minnesota Historical Society, manuscriptse
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Alfred, one of Aitkin's sons, was destined for fame of a /£¢L’
tragic sorte Stationed by his father at the Cass ‘“ake post,’bé’;;;
came involved in a dispute with two Indiems. One of them murdered
hime The crime precipitated a notable manhunt, for the murderer fled
with his people immediately. William Aitkin, receiving the news, gathered
twenty-two half-breeds ebout him and set out for Cass lLeke. Boutwell,
missiorary at Leech lake, joined the party "with his musket on his
shoulders as & man and as a Christien, for he kmew it was a rightrous
cause." The murderer was take?)oﬂee, escaped from five armed men, and
was captured at last by George Bonga, giant Negro-Indian mixed bloode
The criminal was brought to Fort Snelling in chains end then carried to
Prairie du Chien for triale This is credited with being the first
criminal case tried under the territorial laws of Wisconsine. The trial
was conducted with few formalities. Liquor was plentiful; some said
that the prisoner was the only sober person in the courtroome. It was
finally decided that the prisoner, not being a full=blood white man,
was outside the court's jurisdiction, and he was acquitted%4

45
John Aitkin died at Crow Winge Roger Aitkin, the "Little

Roger" often mentioned in the diary of the missionary Ely, spent most

his life at Mahnomene Jeames P. Scott married Nancy Aitkin; the
Snstharna 1

Warren married[%go othersg \of Aitkin'aadau"htcnéz,and a fourth daughter
N

o S
‘3u}l—e N by — AL /"‘-"‘7’7‘/0&._@

Wisconsin Historical Collections. 20:340, 5:271., Minnesota
History Magazine, 4:387-388; Aitkin Age, October 11, 1929;
Williem Warren, History of the-Uj'iFw_ayiE:ALBS—SSE, Neill's
Macalester Contributions 2:37: Folsom, Fifty Years p. 483.
Letters of Charles H. Oakes, Aug, 1872. manusoripts, Minnesota
Historical Society. Warren, 0Jjibwey, 539=11, Winchell Aborigines,
709,
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married a trader named Mooers., William Warren, Matilda's husbgnd, was

the son of Lyman Warren of Mayflower descent; his mother was a descendent

el whullmx
of Cadottes Warren beceme a walued-awther 6f Indian history.

- 2

When the fur trade began to decline, the old traffic was diverted wuhpu

]

A2

from the Great Lakes country and moved south to Mendotazg/In 1834 the

Astor interests in the American Fur Company were sold to a group who
reorganized the trade and retained a few of the old traders, including

William Aikine But his star was on the wane, ¥m—3I838, he was discharged
/4’38")/4-\0(/[/\1- -
for m;smanagemen%a Atill ~4i4kin continued to trade independently for
3 Lo Lokin
some time and had a post below Wateb. In_184§n in conversation on a

Mississippi steamboat, Aitkin said that although he had been through
the Great lekes thirty times and to New York as often, he was now for
46

the first time trading with Ste. Louise

47
Aitkin plowed and planted the first field in Benton County in

the spring of 1847. In tﬂé{&é;;uoé;1848, e party of men engaged in cutting
a road to the Winmebago Agency crossed the Swan %%ver near where it empties
into the Mississippi in Benton County. Here they found that Williem
Aitkin had "made a claim" and was building a hotel and store on the east
bank of the Swan river. The census of 1850 lists among the "free in-
habitants of the Sauk Rapids district, Territory of Minnesota" William

Aitkin, aged 58, farmer, born in Scotland, occupation, merchant; and his

children:

Folsom, Fifty Years, 483-485; Also noted in the Kemper Papers
Letters of Oakes on Wllllam.Altkln.

Memoranda on William Aitkin, (menuscripts, Minnesote Historieal
Societys Winchell, Aborigines, 724, ‘olsom,Fifty Years, 469,
Mimmesota History Magazine, 7:109 Aitkin Age, Oct. 11, 1929.
McKenns, 485,
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aged 23 years,
saliﬂl " 1
Robert % 4
Julia u

Mamima "

Childe "
Isabells

Edgar i

The name of the mother of thefz younger children is not given, but it

mey have been Pa-zhik-wut-o-qua, who was mentioned as Aitkin's wife in

1849 when Governor Ramsey stopped overnight at the Aitkin home,

Various estimates of Aitkin's character have been left by those
who kmew him or were associated with him in trade. Williem Johnston,
an opposition trader who may have had an excuse for bias, wrote: "He
is a man of no principle, his conduct has been such as to cause Indain
traders to blushe." Again, after Aitkin had made a speech to the Indians
of Leech lake, Johnston said,"From what they told me of his speech he
must have considered himself a little superior to the President himself,"
= At Ol Kt
\f} Z‘Others)who_mexe—aequ&igted—w&thwﬂitké:q esteemed kdm for his urbanity and
unbounded hospitality. }

s
[ Henry M. Rice, an outstanding men ef early Minnesota public life,

was but one of the noted figures who knew Aitkin well. Rice gave Aitkin
unstinted praise, stating that he had shared the same cemp fire with
Aitkin for many months, "When the scenes of his wild adventures and
hardship$ shall be crowded with teeming towns and villeges, his name will
be fondly cherished and all will regret that nothing but a meagre out-

line of his adventures has been preserved."

Michigan Historical Collections, 37:199-200.,
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,ﬂ—qin—§g4?, Aitkin, who had always played an important part in
PV -
the negotiation of Indian treaties, went with Ric%;gsLﬁélg assemble
the Lake Superior and Mississippi Chippewa at Fond du lLac to negotiate
a treatys They camped near Aitkin's old post on Sendy Leke., "I shall
rememberlﬁow sad and desolate he looked." wrote Rice," as he gazed upon
the ruins of his once happy home, where he was in reelity monarch of
all he surveyedeeehis word, when in prosperity, was the law of the
lend.eosbut what a changes His fortune gone, his once proud spirit
brokenees"
William Aitkin died in 1851, but the story of his passing is

somewhat confusede Itsgs known, however, that his two Indian wives were

present al his funeral and that Striped Cloud, the first wife, determinedly

secured the coveted place as chief mourner. Aitkin was buried on the east

bank of the Mississippi near the mouth of the Swen rivers Although sources

differ, it seems reasonable that the location of his grave was near—the

The fur trade was dwindling by the time of Aitkin's deathe
Within a few years it was but a memory. A periinent marker, just off
state highway 65, commemorates the spot on Brown's Point where the "0ld
Northwest" held sway; another near Libby marks Aitkin's post of the

Americen Fur Company.

Folsom, Fifty Years, p. 469,

Official Minnesota State Highway Department, Map of Minnesota

1939, Other material on William Aitkin may be found in Wiscomsin
Historical Collections, 20:340. Minnesota Historieal Collections
14:6. The Ayer, Boutwell, Ely Papers in the Mimnnesots Historical
Societye Letter of Sherman Hall, July 18, 1872, Letters fram
Allen Morrison to H. M. Rice, Among the Rice Paperss ~Rcollections
of John H, Fairbanks, written by J. A. GiITiIlen. Letters of

H, M. Rice. Aitkin Age, 10/11/39 o Lo AT
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OF THE VINE AND THE FRUIT.

Long before white settlers invaded the Indian lands, missionaries
had preceded them in many parts of thehft;:thtIf the white trader was
first in any locality, the preacher or‘the priest was not far behind., As
the trading post rose in the interior wilderness, the mission station was

likely soon to stand beside it.

The efforts of the missionaries were directed toward two goals-

to cé#ért the Indian and to civilize him, There seems to have been some
i i

difference of opinion as to which oﬂ&hese aims should be attempted first.

The desire of the Jesuit, wrote Pirkman, was "to accompany one of these roving
bands, partly in the hope that, in some hour of distress, he might touch their
hearts..." This was in line with the argument that the 223:&;%;3 must first

( Ml An b )
be Christianized by the gospel, then civilized by the school./?Eliot, "the
apostle of New England," and many others held that the Indian must be civilized

first in order to be Christianized.

Of missionary activity among the [savages|, few records in Minnesote
are more revealing than those of Sandy Lake, Here was established the first
mission échool in Minnesota, the first school of any sort outside of Fort

Snelling; and it was organized by the first resident missionary in the s tate,

1. Governor Lucan of Iowa, in Newton H, Winchell, The Aborigines
of Minnesota, 638, (published by the Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, The Pionser Compeny, 1911.)
Francis Parkman, The Jesuits in North Ameriea ,1:22.
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F;iderick Ayer, a Presbyterian clergyman, had a mission station
at Mackinac as early as 1829. The trader at La Pointe, Lyman Warren, one
of whose sons later married a daughter of William Aitkin, persuaded Ayer
to open a mission there in 1831, Although in all the vast reaches about
Lake Superior there were no other missions, Christianity was not new to

La Pointe, More than a century and a half before, the Jesuits had a=——3_

yLJljj?v ”1txi bead“"i? a mission there A M A oo Bt ol amdload Py

Ayer wintered at La Pointe in 1831, then went on a tour of the \
Sandy Lake region, The Americen Fur Company was flourishing at Sandy
~Lake and its post there, the most important station in the interior, was
the scene of great activity. William Aitkin was in charge of the whole

Fond du Lac department, with Sandy Lake as his headquarters.
e At f-’f(., ‘(,uq adcfm,,,\‘

Woung Ayez; to remain at-Sandy Lake and open a school

for the children of his voysgeurs and clerks Ayer organized a school ‘
&y dog e " e
and remained during the winter to teach, —from that

duty-he—spent—in-studying the Chippewa language. While at La-Peinte—he

had—bagunptho—ppepa;a%ien—effi/gﬁgiling book in Chippewa and during that
—"" fa % ot Lha *’Awii
winter at Sandy Lake he completed‘;§tzxﬁhis laborious task finished he

undertook another, equally formidable., With an Indian guide furnished
by Aitkin and eighty dollars in his pocket, Ayer set out on foot in the

spring of 1833 to go by way of Mackinac to Utica, New York, to get his

Data on the life and work of Frederick Ayer is found among other
sources in: "Minnesota Historical Collections, 6:429, 1:59, 14:25,
5:9, Wisconsin History Collections (Madison 12:442-//4; Minnesota
History 8:273, 14:143, William Watts Folwell, History of Minnesota,
1:174,178, Aitkin Age, October 11, 1929,
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book printed,

How the American Bﬁard of Commissiocners for Foreign Missions, s

= MLy _,[p.:_q; NNINS

jointly controlled by the Presbyterian and Congregational churches, bes,.. - b
_cgen to show interest in the distant Indian tribes about the Great Lakes.

Ayer placed himself under the Board's di}ection, and Reverend William
Boutwell, who had been at Sandy Lake with Schooleraft in 1832, was sent to
take Ayer's place there, Ayer was dispatched to ‘ellow Lake, where he
remained for about two years. At Mackinac he had married a teacher, Elizabeth
Taylor, and in 1836 their station was removed to Pokegama Lake, near they
present Pine City.

5
The Chippewa Indian worshipped, in general, material objects

Xl

and the natural forces which his senses could perceive. Everything in

nature had its spirit, and these deities were believed to protect only such

, | \R
persons as had done something to merit th%\favor. The Chippewa held that

there was one Great Spirit, or Manito, and many subordinate spirits with both
good and evil powers, whom they could placate with offerings and meritor-
ious deeds . Upon this formalized supernaturalism, the early missionaries
sought to impose the Christian faith, The abstrset ethical principles

which they attemptediziJigtroduce into the Indian's dife were difficult

for him to comprehend, Joo, the or-dinery white man's example did not

appreciably recommend his religion.

Stephen R. Riggs, Protestant Missions in the Northwest, 6:119
Minnesota Historical Collections, Folwell, History of Minnesota,
1:174=175, William W. Warren, History of the Ojibway, 5:368,
Minnesota Histerieal Collections,
5e Folwell, Minnesota, 1:170, Newton H. Winchell, Aborigines of
Minnesote, 506-508, 611 = (St. Paul, 1911).
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Despite the recognized obstacles, the American Board meq§i;.ESo S L
to bring the light of Christian doctrine to the heathen Indi@n. -There
::;;*;everal contemporaries of Ayer, among them Edmund Ely of Massachusetts,\75ﬁ
whom_the Beard—now-direeted—to-—loeate—at Sandy Lake with the Reverend
Boutwell, Ely set out from Albany in 1833 to make the long journey by

boat over the Great Lakes, Entries in the young missionary's diary tell

of his trip by "Express Canoe" and of the kindly ‘trader at Saulte Ste.

Marie who gave him money to redeem his flute, of necessity left behind

in Albany. The canoe left Saulte Ste. Marie on July 24~ "a strong Breeze

came from the west...we sterted at 12 Oclk haveing on board our Batteaux

22 souls of us...all, but 3 or 4, Halfbreeds, and in addition 8 dogs and

6
pups-= & 3 Gats and Kittens --maeking in all 33 men and animals,®

Eventually, Ely arrived at Sandy Lake and took charge of Ayer's

7
school, while Boutwell moved on to Leech Lake, Boutwell, one of those

who believed that civilization must march hand in handfgéieétion, found—hie

charges=to=-be \at Leech Lake andwggzgigaﬁaé;%lte—hio«laboxs. U>LLI\ 4L»m

Oonalam

6. Ely, (Edmund F.) Papers 1833-1904, 2 boxes, Copies of correspondence.
Copies of diaries with gaps, Grace L. Nute, The Edmund Franklin Ely
Papers, 6:343-354, Minnesota History Magazine., Warren, Ojibway,
53356, Minnesota Historical Collections,

Boutwell, (William F,) Papers, 1832-1881, 1 box, Also a copy of a
diary kept on Schoolcraft's Expedition in 1882 and throughout
Boutwell's residence as a missionary to the Chippewa:s at Leech
Lake. 2 autobiographical articles. Letter from Ramsey Crooks,
fathep=in-law, Minnesota Historical Collectioms, 13:320; Edward
D. Neill, Memoir of William T, Boutwell, Macalester Cocllege Contributionms,
2 series, no, 1. p. 4. Neill, Minnesota History, 424.
Merle Potter, One Hundred and One Best Stories of Minnesota,
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‘;? t?he chief of the band lived in a log house, the gift of traders, and

Boutwell visited him. "As we entered, the old chief, bare-legged and

bare-foot, sat with much dignity upon a cassette, painted black. His
e & |
warriors were all feathered, painted and equipped for servicﬁa many wore ;{ 1 ?§

the insignia of courage, a strip of pole-cat skin round the head and heels, _55 <
the bushy tail of the animal so attached to the latter as to drag on the

ground, The Crown of the head was ornamented with standing feathers in-

dicating the number of enemies the individual had killed, on one of which

I counted no less than twelve.," In his writings, the missionary noted

his first efforts to convert the Indians among whom he labored. "Read

a hymn and portions of scripture to a few Indians who accompany us, to

which they all listened attentively, I also presented a little tract

to one of them, from which I read. He thanked me, and soon after to make

me some return, came with some Pskusigon, the leaves of a running vine,

which they dry and smoke."

Boutwell’later made a trip to Yellow Lake, where he married Hester
Crooks, mixed=blood daughter of Ramsey Crooks, an official of the American
Fur Company. The wedding trip to Leech Lake was by canoe and over the
Savanna Portage. "Dear Hester, like a true heart," waded after her husband

"through mud and water half-leg deep and carried a few kitchen utensils."

Ely, left at Sandy Lake and "happily disappointed" in the place,
took up his work with zeal, Like most of the Protestant missionaries, he

9
felt obliged to implant in the savage a "book religion." Faith expressed

in symbols and ritual was no part of Ely's creed, and since the redman

9. Folwell, Minnesota, 1:171




OF THE VINE AND THE FRUIT

had no written language years wers spent in preparing one through which the
Gospel might be presented to him., In the meantime, while the missionary
struggled with the language, the trader, the government agent, the soldier
and the politican, all were leaving their mark on the savage. Too.often,
the missionary seems to have dwelt in sn unreal world of hope, while the

10
savage contended with a world of very real desire and privation,

Ely, humble and anxious, found almost insurmountable obstacles
in his path, But he could sing. And in song he cMwm:.1.1n:i.ver'.=1al language.
The Indian loved to sing, and by this method most of Ely's teaching was done.
The missionary's diary describes the activity of the fur post and his
struggles with his pupils. He mentions the Indians' preparations for a
hunt, and, perhaps with a touch of wishful thinking, since he never ceased
to preach the striet observance of the Lord's Sunday, he reports waiting
for Aitkin's return by:canoce- but "Mr. A, detained it...whether on account
of the Sabbath I know not..." The shortage of food in the Indian camps
troubled him and he was bothered with an “affection" in his throat. Per-
haps it was from singing., "Had I continued a little longer, I doubtless
would have received a fatal injury., God knows what is best for me to
dosssI was not fit, in spirit, for the work.%l

Ely was tireless, nevertheless, and at times he was encouraged

by good attendance at his servieces, But the work of Christianizing the

10, From the Diary of Edmund Ely. Folwell, Minnesota, 1:170.
Winchell, Aborigines, 506-508, 611
11. Letter of October 27, 1833, Ely Papers.
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natives went forward slowly. The missionary felp keenly his responsibility
as the only person within one hundred and fift;?;ﬁispretended to be influenced
by the sentiments of the gospel. "Today have enjoyed something of the peaceful=-
ness of the Sabbath, in my meditations, There is a lack of humility, stinted
views of the Character of Sin.,.which does not lead me upon my face, with
tears, before God. I want tenderness of Conscience. Sin but little dis-
tresses me,,.Assembled the children this morning, but was poorly enabled to
go through with the common round of Excercises, Had previously read to the
'Brusia' The Crucifixion of our Savior...in which he assisted me much in
accent," Brusia was the Sandy Lake cheif%2

Not all of Ely's time was spent with his pupils, He took long
walks about the country and mentions visiting Abbott and Seott, opposition
traders at the old Northwest post on Brown's Point, in the company of William
Aitkin and the latter's son, "little Roger." Ely asked Aitkin whether Abbott's
children should be refused permission to attend the mission school, Aitkin
answered, "The interests of the American Fur Company requires me to say
yes." However, the winter of 1833 brought considerable visiting between

the posts, and Aitkin entertained the opposition traders at Christmas, The

next spring, it was decided to move the mission and school to Fond du Lac,

F—I
All three of thesdﬂag£ maintained by the American Board, Ely, Ayer

— /

and Bout.welll.,I strove earnestly for the conversion of the Indian, Their hopes

rose and fell, they were harrassed by lack of funds, by the constant inflow

of fire-water and by the wandering habits of the Indian himself., Hardship

12, Ely Diary entry of October 17, 1933.
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was their lot and it was cheerfully endured, In a letter dated November

30, 1835, Ely wrote of having received word from Boutwell, With his wife and
infant, a few weeks old, Boutwell had just returned to Leech Lake by the
usual canoe route, arriving October 9, Ely noted in his diary: "The little
one was preserved in health through cold rains, snows and winds, The child
once fell into the Mississippi and was drenched. The Lord wonderfully
provided foi/ﬁr. B. His man took in 10 or 12 days 3500 tulibees [;hitefisg7."

13
By 1841, all three of the missionaries were at Pokegame, War

broke out again between the Chippewa and the Sioux, and more than half of
the Indians removed to remote places, some to Fond du Lac, some to La Pointe,
Ely followed them to the latter place, but Boutwell stayed on at Pokegama.
Small groups of Indians returned from time to time, rousing new hope in

the missionaries, but as a whole the bands never returned, In 1847, the

Pokegama station was abandoned.

Hunger and disease had also taken their toll. By 1838, too, the
government had decided not to graié funds to any sectarian school. It was
remé%éd that the "praying Indians™ could see small results from the mission
stations among them and watched with some apprehension the construction of
buildings on their lands. "For", they asked, "where will our children
play?" Moreover, the government agents appeared to feel that the book=

educated Indian was less responsive to government supervision than his

pagan brother,

13, Minnesota Historical Collections, 1:63, Minﬂesota History
Magazine, 16:28; Folwell, Minnesota, 1:81.
14. Winchell, Aborigines, 640,
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Ayer established himself at Belle Prairie after a time, Ely
stayed on at La Pointe, and Boutwell remained to preach to the settlers
in Wiscon;in. The American Board stopped sending out missionaries to the
northwest.

15
Other mission organizations, inecluding the Presbyterian, Con-

gregational and Protestant Episcopal, opened stations in the fur country,
After 1839, the Metho dists established missions at various points,
organizing one at Sandy Lake. This school was maintained for many years,
It became increasingly apparent to some that little could be done to
civilize the Indians unless they were required to remain in a settled
location.

16
In 1842, the mission Indians from Pokegama came up to the riece

lakes about Sandy Lake an%}professing fear of the Sioux, refused to go

back. The general migration of the Indians under treaty terms also con-
tributed to restlessness among the tribes, When the government superintendent
in 1842 asked for blacksmiths, farmers and carpenters for Fond du Lac, Sandy
Leke and Crow Wing, it was urged that the Indians be confined to reservations

unless they kept their children in school,

The Sandy Lake Methodist station was a manual labor school, In

Folwell, Minnesota, 1:181-182, Winchell, Aborigines, 641,

Minnesota Historical Collections, 6:147-148,

Winchell, Aborigines, 640-641, Diary and Letters of Samuel
Spates, Minnesota Historical Collections, 1:63, Minnesota

History Magazine, 16:28, 6:147-148.
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1842, there were fifty-two scholars. The Reverend Samuel Spates took

charge of the school in 1846, and classes were held regularly throughout
the year "whenever the children could be got in." Tﬁe station was placed
in charge of other preachers from time to time, but Spates was there dur-

ing most of the period until about 1855,

The diary and letters of Spates, though rather pathetic in tone,
are brightened here and there by touches of rueful humor. They tell the
story of his struggles to convert the reluctant Chippewa, and of the

privations he shared with his charges. On one occasion, he made a trip

from Sandy Lake to La Pointe, where he had been urged to preach. He felt
a0
that he could nogf "y cloathes are not fitt... My coat has neather

lineing nor pockets, and the elbows are both patcheqar But he added:
"The Missionary will not take this excuse, and I much fear, God will not

b 4
either. So I will try to Preach, in the strength of my master."

18
By 1849, the Sandy Lake school had forty-nine pupils with an

average attendance of twenty-five; the Sabbath school counted forty; and
there were seven registered members of the church. Preachers came at
intervals from other places. Jacob Falstrom, first Scandinavian to settle
in Minnesota, visited there and may have preached occasicnally. Another
preacher stationed at Sandy Lake for a time was John Enmegahbowh, Ottawa

Indian convert, After 1853, the point was on the regular itinerary of

17 Diary and letters of Samusl Spates,
18. Winchell, Aborigines, 640-641,




OF THE VINE AND THE FRUIT

Fnomﬂﬂl

Fathe#APierz, Catholic missionary at Crow Wing, who may have been the
-"Mr, Unknown, Catholic Priest"™ mentioned in the 1850 census. Father
Pierz left a vivid account of his fi#st trip to the Sandy Lake Indians,
for he had forgotten to take along his mosquito netting and his gloves.
In 1867, at the age of eighty-two, he made one of his lsst trips to visit
them, The hundred mile journey was made by horse and sled in the midst
of winter and four nights were spent in the open. In 1873, Father Pierz
returned to Europe where he died%9

After the lumbering period began, preachers made the rounds from
camp to camp with packsacks on their backs. The lumberjacks usually treated

them well., Best known of the traveling preachers in this region was pro-

bably Joseph Gilfillaen, It was said that he walked great distances and

sometimes would preach in four camps on a single Sunday. In 1881, he

made a trip to Elk Lake and held service there. This has beenmlled the
first religion service to be conducted at the source of the Mississippi.
Only two persons composed the congregation, a Massachusetts professor and
an Indian guide, Southern Ground, As the missions declined, some of the
preachers remained to minister to the white settlefs?o

In general, it may be concluded that the vine of the early Indiam
missions was planted on stony soil and the harvest was scant., There was

much the Chippewa could not under$tand. He could understand the trader who

came for profit, the soldier for war, and the Indian agent, But he was

19, Minnesota Historical Collections, 10:122-125,
Father Francis Pierz, by Sister Grace McDonald, June 7, 1936,
Winchell, Aborigines, 640-641.
Folwel], Minnesots History, 1:170-173, Winchell, Aborigines, p.640.
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puzzled by the missionary and consequently suspieious, The Great Spirit
who was represented by several doctrines troubled him also. If the Christians
themselves could not agree, he reasoned, how could he hope to be sure? By

21
1862, missions to the Chippewa of the fur country had all but ceased,

21, Folwell, Minnesota History, 1:170-173, Minnesota Historical Collections,
8:266, Winchell, Aborigines, 636-644.
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Lumber was inestimably important in the development and
settlement of the Melregor and Sandy Lake region. In the area of
today's summer playground, the lumberjack was once supreme.

1
About one half of what is now Aitkin county was originally

covered by forest. The close rank of these giants were, it seemed,
limitless. The pineries stretched from the northern borders of Isanti

and Chisago counties to the Canadian border =-a timbered empire that
2

~

drew the attention of the cruisers for the lumber companies. The axe
and the saw of the lumbermen began their attack on the outer fringes
before 1860. Although they never relaxed their efforts and the assault
continued for over half a century, the great woods were not completely

vanquished for many years thereafter.

To the trading post of Henry M. Rice of St. Paul at the mouth

of the Crow Wing river, lumbermen went about 1850 in search of pine

on the upper Mississippi. Rice kmew the region and promised to help,
stating that he could buy pine from Hole-in=-the-Day, who was "a young

men of twenty years and poor" and "a few presents would satisfy him."

Agnes 1, Larson, The Golden Age of Lumbering in Minmesota, in
Minnesota Alumi Weekly, April 15, 1933. Aitkin Age, November
11, 1929,

Daniel Stanchfield, First logging Near the Crow Wing River,
Minnesote Historical Collections, 9:850, William Watts Folwell,
History of Minnesota, 1:356-379.
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The price agreed upon was fifty cents a trees A whole lumbering
outfit was moved from the Ste Croix to the Crow Wing,

3
From this beginning, logging spread throughout the whole

northern timber region. The search for timber at first followed

the streams and little attention was paid to forests far removed

from water. OSince no railroad had penetrated the country, logs were
cut where they could be most conveniently floated out in the spring.
Logg?ng on a large scale in the vicinity of McCregor did not begin
until about 1880s Then for some thirty years, lumbering was the great
industry of the wooded regionse It reached its peak shortly after

the turn of the century.

5
Almost twenty years before the coming of the railroad to

MeGregor, the first logger arrived. This was Joe Libby, who moved
from Maine to St. Paul with his wife and family in 1851 Soon after,
he was on his way north with an ox-team bound for the timber above

Rice 's post on the Crow Winge. His plodding journey was through

Ste Anthony, Fort Ripley and CrOW’“ing, then into the roadless wilder=-

ness "above.," Libby, the first lumberman to cut and haul logs on

Larson, Golden Age, April 15, 1933,

Art Supplement of the Aitkin Age, Aitkin, Minnesota, June 1889.
Stanchfield, First Loggim, 9:550; William Watts Folwell,
History of Minnesota, 1:356=379.

Minnesota History, 9:329; Aitkin Republican, Aitkin, Minnesota,
July 18, 1929, and January 1, 1929,




"IIMBER! TIMBER}!" Page 101

1 !

[/ I""ﬁ" A‘I ;’1. S uf (?‘w)«\gﬁn,,a-g A

. |
1 oo ol

Avek oon Tndian M\.a"
the upper river north of CroW‘Wing,{E?quireﬁlan Indian woman agd lived
for the rest of his active life in the logging country. A traveler
named Chambers noted in 1872 that he had "spent the night at lr, Libby's
historic trading post "on Sendy Lake. Marcus and Bugene, two of Libby's
sons, followed him into the Sandy Lake country, married Indian women
and also spent the remainder of their lives in logging about the upper
rivers When Joe Libby was an old man, he returned to his family in
Ste Paul and died there.
7 .
Shortly after the LibbyScame the Wakefield brothers: Willgdm,
who later was the first postmaséz; at Libby, and Joseph, "Big Joe." The
year was 1856 and logging operations were just beginnings A cousin of
the Wﬁkefields? "Little Joe," joined them and all three married
Chippewa women; many of their descendants, some of whom are still
living, operated logging camps during the entire period of the in=-
dustry's early growth. Of these second generation Wakefields, Ed,
a son of Williem, is remembered well by pioneer settlers as a "big
logger." IHe was considered a "neat dresser" and frequently wore many

large diamonds.

Hank Brown and Wes Day were also among the original lumber-

Professor Irving H, Hart, The 0ld Savamna Portage, 8:117,
Mimmesota History Magazine.
Reminiscenses of early loggers and settlers in the Sandy Lake

regiones Reverend Edward D. Neill, History of Upper Mississippi,
Pe 658
This man is the Joseph Wakefield mentioned in "The Story of
Beengwa," by Professor Irving H, Hart, in Minnesota History.
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men on Sandy Leke. Day is credited with having cut the best timber

from a vast tract of white pine about Lake Minnewawa, including that
on the peninsula where the dance pavilion is now located. This was

probably during the winter of 1875-1874? Billy and Sam Rodgers

arrived about the same time as Brown and Day and associated them-

selves with the Libbys in the firm of Libby end Rodgerse

As logging got under way in the Sandy Lake region, it moved
out along the tributary streams of the Mississippi. In the main, the
pine forest in the section was impenetrable during the summer months

WK_
by horse teams A tote road slowly evolved along the west side of the
Mississippi. When it was first used is unknown, but in time it be-

4 HCL A MI’JJ\..! e i._}r,_‘. "

came the most important road in{hllﬂtheweeuntrzg starting near the
present town of Aitkin and winding its tortuous course as far as
Grand Rapidse Since the tote road was far too wet for general use
except in winter, boats remained the usual means of reaching the upper
regions During the summer of 1880, however, mail was carried over this
road by Sam Hodgeon, who made one round trip each week between Aitkin
and Grand Rapids. Over this road, too, thousands of tons of feed and

supplies were hauled to the lumber camps "above."

10
Lumbering operations followed much the same pattern in all

the 3&?&?22 camps established along the upper Mississippi. The logging

e James E. Murphy, lcGregor, Minnesota, interview,
Northwest Magazine, Vol. 21:1-19,
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site was usually selected during the summer and preparations begun then
for the winter cutting. Log buildings were put up, morticed by axe

and chinked with moss and mud. Certain ones were set aside as bunk-
houses. Ventilation was hit-and=miss, although a few bunkhouses had

a ventilation shaft in the roof. Doubledeck bunks were built along

= V.T?,, |
the walls, the foot of each toward the large boxstove in the middle

of the roome Over the stove, lines were strung for the nightly dry-
ing of socks and mittens. Heavy blankets covered the bunks, and the
lumberjack snored in his underwear in the pungent odor of steaming wool.

11

The "king bee,"

the cook, presided over the cook shacke His

helper, the "cookee," routed the lumberjacks from their sleep in the

. -'_'v' h . -
raw daW%E?f_ihB~E6?niﬂgs #ashing up over the tin pans was sketchy,

and in a few minutes the men were at breakfast, seated on axe-hewn
benches that flanked an oilcloth-covered table. Flapjacks and syrup
disappeared quickly by the light of kerosene lampse The same lamps
lighted the evening meal, for the lumber jacks spent a long day in the

(k

woodse Sometimes lunch was carried to them in the timber by the "cookee.

(A

Among the miscellaneous records of a lumbering coneern that

operated for years about the upper Mississippi is a list of supplies sent

12
in December 1900 by the Sandy River Lumber Company to a camp near Tamarack.

11. Donald E. Van Doughnet, Pioneer Industry in Minnesota.
Minnesota Alumni Weekly, Way 21, 1932
Bonness, (Frederick W.) Papers, 1873-1919. 10 boxes and 42 vols.
Business papers of the Aitkin Investment Company and Bonness of
the Sandy River Lumber Company, & the Pokegama Lumber Company.
The papers are mainly accounts, bills, receipts, time checks and
some correspondence.
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A
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case of 6 gal vermong Maple Syrup 452
box 50 Grand Pa's Wondr 205
doz Steamboat cards 90
Sk Lily Coffee 550
# Chickory 85
box soda crgckers 144
" Ginger Snaps 304
" Asst Cookies 104
pail R. B. Mix Candy 195
box Bakers Chocolate 360
doz Sisal Clo Lines 90 '
" Carters Little Liver Pills 175 //w (,,
" M Linement 175 //0,[ hS 2
" A Plasters 120 _
" C Plasters 35 ane o -
case Rolled Oates 400 ﬂ Y, 852
" Vitos 875
4;& Sago 113
# Tapioca 113
Sk Rice 475
# Pearl Barley 175
case 5# Jelly 35

[

[av IR AV

oo
= o,

We are out of Picos cure for consumption™

13
The lumberjacks worked in groups and tools were given out

each morning by the camp forememn. The choppers cut deep gashesiin

the trees at the height decided upon, while the sawyers, coming behind,
felled the trees with cross=-cut sawse It was one man's duty to pass
all day long among the sawyers and choppers and file or sharpen their

toolse

Evenings and holidays were whiled away with poker, cribbage
or checkerss Usually someone in each camp could plaey the fiddle or
accordian. Visits to nearby Indian village sometimes provided diversione

14
A certain Indian ritual kmown as "Shaking the God House" was irresistable

Northwest Magazine, Vol. 21: 1=19,
Newton H. Winchell, The Aborigines of Minnesota, p. 611,
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Z

to the lumberjackse On one occasion two of them disguised themselves
as squaws and joined the suppliants who were kmeeling beside the God
P
house to hear the will of (the) Manito as revealed in the utterances of
the medicine man. But the blanket with which one had draped himself
in the line of kneeling squaws suddenly parte%, & revealing his white
man's knees, and the eviction of the two imposters was prompt and force=
15
ful .
16
Then there were the tales of the-mythical” Paul Bunyan to be
swapped, stories of fabulous feats which were often altered to fit
the local scene and which grew with the telling. Paul logged off
North Dakota and left it flat as a floor. He called his men to dinmer
by blowing through a hollow tree; if he held it horizontally, it blew
dovn gecres of timber around the camp, and if he held it too low the

blast "tore an unsightly hole in the ground." It took eight swampers

full time with wheelbarrows to keep Paul's pipe filled with tobacco.

In fact, maintains old Jim Murphy, in the face of scholarly
dissent, the Paul Bunyan of widespread lumberjack fame originated
right here on the Willow river, two or possibly three years after

Murphy settled in the regions lNurphy ceme to Minnesota directly from

New Brunswick, Canada and had associated with lumbermen since childhoode

George A, Smith, son of Min=-ti-mo-ee, and grandson of Niggagaunce,
Half-breed Indian chief of Ball Club Lake 8 miles west of Deer
River, interviews.

Esther Shephard, Paul Bunyan, James Stevens, Paul Bunyan, also

an article on lumbering in the Minneapolis Journal, December 6, 1928
by J. F. Smarte
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However, he "or nobody else" heard of Paul Bunyan, he declares, until
after 1880, in the Minnesota woods. When Paul Bunyan is mentioned,
Murphy explodes: "Why, hells bellsl 1 knew Paul Bunyan. All this stuff
they tell about Paul Bunyan is lies. Paul never done all them things e
they're just a bunch of lies." The truth, as lMurphy sees it, is that

"there was a lumberjack who was cookin' in one of the big logging camps

north of Aitkin, I think it was for Tidd and Phalesy This men's name
A {'\f'w ? ael 1<8 4 ——
was Paule His last name wasn't Bunyen, but it sounded simitiar, kind

of a French name." This Paul acquired a small tract of land near the
Willow river and commenced logging for himself. He had only a "dinky
outfit" and only two others besides himself to run the camp. His

equipment was a lone ox. Paul did the cooking and skidding, while the

two partners did the cutting.

It was not long before Paul's microscopic logging operations
became ﬁhe target of jesting among the lumberjacks in the surrounding
camps, where huge lumbering operations were the rule. When a gang of
new men arrived in camp and the work for the day was over and the lumber-
Jacks all gathered in the bunkhouse, one old timer might remark to
another in a voice keyed to be overheard by the new men, "I'm not going
to work another season for this scrap of an outfit (which might be one
of the largest in the region), I'm going over and work for a real out-
fit — Paul Bunyan." At this point, a newcomer would usually ask who
Paul Bunyan was, or how large his camp was, and the reply was limited
only by the scope of the informant's imagination. In any case, it was

always an enormous outfite When the victim asked the expected question,
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how such a number of men were fed and housed and employed, the lumber=-
Jacks' joy was completes The size of Paul's camp,  his bunkhouse, his
pancakes and his logging operations grew and grew; and when the imagination
of one storyteller gave out, another was ready. The tales of Paul's
gigantic activities even reached the Duluth employment offices.
vame—to—be—bhat when a logger went to the offices looking for men, the
location of his ;;tivities was noted as so many miles in a certain
direction from Paul Bunyan's and workers were sent out with such direotiZns.
’/‘fﬁrx Daniel Kane, a merchant of Aitkin, who reached this region
in 1886 from Ireiand, states that he became acquainted with Paul Bunyan

very soon after he arriveds Paul was a Frenchman, Kane says, and he

is very sure that the Paul whom he knew is the same Paul referred to

in the various accounts of great logging feats. Miz Kane who engaged

in lumbering in Michigan before he came here, had never previously heard
of Peul Bunyan, Another man, who was a pioneer at Aitkin and specialized
in "drive shoes" for lumberjacks, is Albert Zeeze. He recalls often
hearing the lumberjacks remark, "I'm going up for Paul Bunyan." Zeeze
has known Murphy for sixty yea;s and says that he believes Murphy's

8

account of Paul Bunyen is true,

19 3 o
Sunday at the logging camp was Wéh“day and the time/g( the

James E. Murphy, McGregor, Minmesota, interview.

Daniel Kane, Aitkin, Minnesota, Albert Zeeze, Aitkin, Minnesota,
interviews.

Northwest Magazine, Vol. 21, p. 1-19, Donald Wilson Snell,

An Introduction to the History of Lumbering in Minnescta,

Pe 49, Library University of Mimmesotas
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weekly shaves Sometimes on Sunday, a "sky pilot" held services.

A fevorite in the Sandy Lake region was Revzgend Joseph Gilfillen,
best known of the traveling preachers. Under his watchful eye,
many & lumberjack signed the temperance pledge cards There was gen-

erally little drinking in the cemps; it was forbidden as tending to

quarreling end gembling. So the lumberjack saved his winter's pay

for a grand spree when he got te town in the spring.

a7 ,(_,.,;1.».",,{-, f.{/u; f/;p 244 / ool oV oy
As logging penetrated farther from the riverbanks, the timber

cut and piled to be hauled later by horses or oxen to the river
and the skidwayse The logging roads were cleared in the fall before
the snows came and were often iced by applications of water to keep them

in good condition,

A surveyor general assigned to each logger a certain mark,
comparable to the western cattle brand, which was cut into each loge
These were called bark marks, and the logs piled along the river=
banks were each bark-marked and left to await the spring breakup of
the ices At that time, a "scaler" furnished the owner with the scale,
the estimate of the number of ﬁgrd feet in the logger's cuttings Both
the buyer and the seller customarily accepted the scale of the surveyor
general or his deputy, though graft was not infrequently suspected be-

tween the scaler and the buyer.

204 A. T. Gesner, A Hero of Minnesota, p. 14,
2le Bonness Papers, Snell, Introduction to Lumbering, Northwest
liagazine ,Vole 21,
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The bark marks were also used on time checks. A lumberjack
might be given as pay an order on the compeny. This was sometimes
no more than a scrap of paper torn from any handy source, directing
the company clerk to pay the lumberjack a certain sum and signed with
the bark mark of the logs which the company was engaged in cuttinge
There were at one time more than sixteen hundred bark marks in use
in the logging camps on the upper ﬁ?ssissippi.

The spring break-up was the signal for tremendous activity

on the river. The "drivers" assembled at the rollways. The "breaker"

pried loose the logs from the great pyrjmided pile of the winter's cut

with his peavy, a long-handled,é@pok-nosed toole Out into the stream

descended the avalanche of timber, and the breaker, leaping back and
forth upon the madly bobbing mass, had to keep his precarious foot=
ing and direct the timber with his peavye Log driving was a hazardous
business to be done only by men skilled in the worke

V-t oA i{a 23 O (L

Clethed—im short trouseri{ h&ﬁ—ngffsasﬂse&—:s spiked boots,

the driver rode the fleating timber, rumning here and there across the
logs to keep them headed downstream. Sometimes logs were "rafted" in
"booms" hundreds of feet longe A boom was usuelly made of eighty
spruce logs chained end to end, and this string of logs encircled

the logs to be towed across a lake or on a rivere Spruce was chosen

22 Time checks and accounts in the Bonness Papers. Snell,
Introduction to Lumbering, pe 49.
23e Recollections of numerous pioneer loggers in the McGregor
regions Files of the Aitkin Republicen and the Aitkin Agee




"TIIMBER! TIMBER! " Page 110

for the boom logs because spmeee "floated light." Each of the boom

logs was about thirty feet long and not less than td}}ve inches in

diameter at the small ende Following the boom downstream came the

"wanigan," the supply and cook shack, mounted on a rafts

For a few years, at the beginning of the logging period on
the Ste Croix, the central figure of the river drives was the raft pilet
"with his French calf boots and black cassimere trousers, red flanmnel
shirt and black silk necktie, tipped off with a wide-brimmed black or
white hat." By the time lEmbering reached the northwoods, though,
he had all but disappearedf4

25
After the laying of the Northern Pacific railroad in 1870,

the new town of Aitkin served as a depot for supplies hauled over the
tote road to the deep timber aboves About the same time, steamboats
began regular trips up the Mississippi, forming a link between the
railroad and the lumber camps up rivere. Railroads did not replace the
steamboat in this section as they did in many other; instead, they in-
creased the use of the river,

26
The first steamboat to go above Little Falls was the North

Stare In the summer of 1858, Anson Northup, who owned the boat, decided

Donald E. Van Doughnet, Pioneer Industry in Minnesota, Minnesots
Alumni Weekly, May 21, 193%7.

Aitkin Age, October 11, 1929,

sauk Rapids Frontiersman, June 24, 1858, Sauk Rapids, Minnesotas
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to run into the water above Little Falls, where a steamer had never
been beforee The North Star was brought to the foot of the rapids,
and, attended by great excitement among the local settlersy Northrup
‘risked wrecking his craft in a struggle over the rapidse Eight horses
on one river bank were fastenmed to the boat, fifty men on.the opposite
shore laid hold to the ropes, and with full steam ahead the boat was
driven, dragged and pulled over the falls, riding safely at last in
the still waters on the other sidee The enthusiastic crowd, thrilled
with this feat of such importence to the people "above," broke open

more than one bottle in rechristening the boat the Anson Northrupe.

Sixty persons ceme aboard and the boat continued on up the

river to within two miles of Pokegama Falls. This excursion party,

the first ever to travel the upper river by steamer, ran into Sandy
Lake, thoroughly explored "this beautiful lake, site of an importent
mission," and then ascended one of the inlets, "Medicine River," for
about six miles,

27
From 1870 on, river and railroad traffic in logs and lumber

increased enormouslye In July 1870, the steamer Pokegema made a trial
trip up the river from Little Falls. This journey was acclaimed with

even greater enthusiasm then the trip of the Anson Northup twelve

years before, perhaps because there were now more people to be impresseds
3\ 2

They turned out(sfﬁﬁi?s§>along the route to see the Pokegama pass.

At Fort Ripley, the commander fired & salute of five rounds from a six-

pounder; then taking along a rowboat, he embarked with some of his

27¢ Ste Faul Daily Pidmeer, St. Paul, Minnesota, September 2, 1870.
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officers and rode as far as Crow Wing, where a ball was given in honor of

the event. Captain George Houghton was in command.

28
The Pokegama scheduled regular runs on the river. In October

1870, Houghton pushed her into Sandy lake and, aided by high water, on

up the Sandy River to a point where the whistle of the railroad locomotive

could be heard and where the people at the railroad junction could hear the
answering whistle of the steamboat. Business was brisk. On her trip just

prior to the Sandy River jaunt, the Pokegama carried one hundred passengers
and fifty tons of freight. Captain Houghton observed that the scenery

along the route was very fine and thought that some day j£ might become

much traveled. ﬂ;L oAt

For years, steamboats were a necessary and importent part of
29
lumbering operations on the upper Mississippi. The Pokegama did a regular
freight and passenger business between Crow Wing end Pokegema Falls until

she was destroyed by fire in 1878. She was replaced by the City of Aitkin,

commonly known as 0ld Houghton. Difficulties verging on peril often a'ttend-

ed the steamboat trips during the lumbering period. On June 8, 1883, the

Aitkin Age noted: "The City of Aitkin left our landing on Tuesday, June

5, at one p. ms, but it will have, it is feared, & very tedious trip as
there are some thirty miles of log jams reported between this point and
Grand Rapidse. A large number of passengers, however, who have been waiting

for a number of days, hailed her departure even under these circumstances

Ste Paul Daily Pioneer, St. Paul, Minnesota, October 3, 1870,
Aitkin Age, Aitkin, Minnesota, January 8, 1916, and October 11, 1929.
Local stories and interviews with pioneers.
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as a move in the right direction. Her return is a matter no fellow can
foretells" And again: "The steamer, Fawn, under command of Captain Fred
Bonnas, left Aitkin Wednesday morning for Grand Rapids with thirty tons
of freight and a good passenger load. FPFred says that if the boat holds
together he will make the trip if he has to dig his own channel,"
30
In 1884, Edwin B. Lowell built a first class passenger boat

,é’l‘s-,—.( - ) 7\T
with a cabin eighty feet langtg and a capacity of (one hundred and seventy-

five|tonse. It was christened the Andy Gibson and, in July 1885, made
a record run of thirty-seven hours between Aitkin end Grand Rapids,

31
A few years before the first government dam was built at Libby

in 1891, heavy rains in the upper Mississippi region caused the river to
back into Sandy Leke, carrying on its flood waters millions of feet of
logs from the rivers end lakes above until practically the entire surface
of the lake was covered with timber. After the flood subsided, three
steamers were engaged to tow the logs back into the main channel of the
Mississippi. The Old Houghton, piloted by George Houghton, the Fawn,

run by C. C. Sutton, and the Andy Gibson, owned at this time by the Fotter-

Casey Company of Aitkin and piloted by an Indian, John Lyons, spent the
e £o 3.0

whole summer removing them. £

a
32

When lumbering declined and good roads became more common , steam=

boats passed from general use, ealthough the Oriole was on the river in

1910, The steaﬁfér Lee was the last te-be=im—use on Sandy Leke, Marcus

Nelson, a lumbermen, towed logs and ties with it on the Prairie

304 Aitkin Age, Aitkin, Minnesota, October 1}, 1929.

Zl. Aitkin Age, Aitkin, Minnesote, May 9, 1891,
32. Mrs. T. %. Morris, Sandy Lake, Minnesota, interview.
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river and Sandy Lake until 1919, when it made its last trlp. MR

= i T %41, /Af T // 0L 71
On the shore at Park Ridge resort, a few hundred. feet north of ~

Brown's Point on the west side of Sandy Lake, the hull of the steamer

Oriole is beachede. Built in 1908 by C. D. Viebahn and V. W. punteney,

the Oriole was sold to the United States Government and uded as a dredge

boat near the dam at Sandy Lake outlet. G. W. Mattoon bought it some

time latere. One Sunday morning, the dam tender, Neil McKay, opened the
locks and the old boat was towed to its present location, beached and
renamed the Arke

33
Meanwhile, much had been happening in the lumbering industry.

After the railroad had opened the region to traffic in 1870, lumbermen
began a wholesale invasion of the great pine woods. Loggers by the score
struck out into the forests. Fortunes were rapidly made and often as
quickly lost. Many of the first loggers, though men of little education
or capital, acquired great wealth. But in the end, control of the industry
became concentrated in the hands of a fews By 1910, six owners, it was
said, had possession of fifty=-four pe;iiﬁt of the white and Norway pine

in Minnesota.

Some of the first loggers remained after the day of big cutting

WA
and big moneyéﬂ»@ over and settled down near the scene of their former

i (178D 34
activityes One of these is eighty-year—oldAJames E. Murphy. 0l1d Jim,
born in Newbridge, New Brumswick, March 8, 1861, came to Minneapolis in

March 1881 and hired out to the firm of Libby and Rodgers. Murphy went

Snell, Intrecduction of Lumbering, p. 61=-90.
Jeames E, Murphy and other pioneers. McGregor, Mimesota, interview.
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north and walked the old tote road from Aitkin to his destination on

the Swan river.

5’ / o
derphy- 15 conceded to have cut the-mest timbeEA?f any iwndiwidued

logger in the region of Sandy Lake during the period from 1888 and 1912.

On the Prairie, the West Savanne and the Tamarack rivers, his operations

extended from one end to the other and the whole length of the old Savanna

Portage, commonly known to the lumbermen as the "0ld Hudson Bay Trail."

Oxen were largely used at first in all the logging camps. Providing
sumer pasture for hundreds of head of oxen was a problems When the winter's

logging was over, the oxen were driven down to Sandy Leke, where they were

branded and turned loose for the summer. In—the summer—of Murphyj AT TEVady—
AL | v, TS be dnniued

N
® Athere were more than five hundred oxen pasturing about the shores of the

lake.

At one time, Murphy maintained five separate camps a year, employ=-
ing thirty to forty men eachs For five years, one of these camps, called
the Paym camp because potatoes were raised there, was located on the
Prairis ;}ver two miles from the mouth of the West Savanna. The steamer

Walter Taylor was chartered annually to make special trips there with

suppliess An average of one hundred and fifty men were employed on the
spring drives with a daily payroll of $400t9?l_ Murphy says: "In the

@
sunmer of 1881, we drove 500,000 ties down the Mississippi in a single

drive."

For nearly twenty-five years, Murphy logged about Sandy Lake
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and up and down the Savanna river. The peak of his production for any

one year was six million board feet. Banks of logs such as this were

" ; - - ”——\\
usually towed across the lake in g boongof four or five million feets.¢c LU ()

\

35
To move these heavy booms, an arrangement called a "headworks"

was used. This was a raft of hewed timbers, forty or forty-two feet wide
and about sixty feet long, secured to the boom of logs. In the center
of the headworks was built a capstan of wood, with a long sweep to which
a team of horses was hitched. Using a thousand to fifteen hundred feet

of rope, with one end fixed in a half hiteh to the capstan and a ene~-

" hundred-and-fifty-pound anchgf)abtached to the other end, headworks and

boom were warped across the lake. A rowboat went ahead, hauled the anchor
the full length of the rope, and dropped it overboard. Then the horses
circled round and round with the sweep, winding up the rope until the
anchor came to the surface when the boom got directly over it. This

was repeated until they reached the other shore. If the wind was favor-
able, the trip from the outlet of Prairie River to the north end of

Sandy Lake could be made in fourteen hours. Of—the—use—of—the—head—

- 36

works a logger herg)said:"ﬁn the ten thousand lakes of Minnesota one will

-
look a long time before catching eight of the old femiliar headworks with
capstan and sweeps, the warp leading taut to the anchor ahead and the

boom of logs behind spread out brown over the waters."

Jemes E. Murphy, McGregor, Minnesota and other loggers, interview.

J. F. Smart, Article on lumbering, Minneapolis Journal, December
6, 1925,
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Sixty years of Murphy's life have been spent in this region.
During this time, he learmed to speak the Chippewa language fluently
and the Chippewa always conversed with him in their native tongue.
0ld Jim says that he doesn't remember his squaws but that he has been
married twice to white women. Children? Asked the question once as
a matter of court record, he pondered a moment before replying, "Well,
I've got seventeen on the main line and as to the spurs and sidelines
I wouldn't kmow." He lives alone now, on the outskirts of MeGregor,
in a little one~room house, tar=-paper covered, with his vivid memories

37
and his corn cob pipe for company.

Rdoe
i 1882, no timber was driven on the Sandy river from
O -

farther upstream tﬁfn the south end of Davis Lake in Jevne townmship,
Ae

where Billy Rodgershlogged the previous year., Sawmills, however, had
been built on a few streams. Small dams from four to twelve feet high
were also constructed in many streams to insure water for the drives.
There were two in the Sandy‘;iver, one in ;ge Tamarack ;}ver, one in the

Prairie river, and one in the West Savanna.
-
-

More than a dozen logging outfits were operating above Aitkin
by 1883. On December 8 of that year, the Aitkin Age reported that the
town was swarming with lumberjacks. "A stranger would have thought that

a hostile army had made this a point of rendezvous and were about to

Date on the life and logging operations of J. E. Murphy from
many pioneers and loggers of McUregor and Aitkin, Minnesota
and from Murphy.

Newton H. Winchell, The Geology of Minnesota, 4:51,
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set and will create havoc with the forests this winter." On March 3, 1884,

the Minneapolis Journal wrote: "Indications warrant an estimate of two

hundred and forty million feet from the Mississippi lumber this season.'

e

eight million feet of logs; and in one day during the same winter, twenty=-

Five years later, Rodgers Brothers, cutting near Sandy Lake, had banked

eight cars of stock and seventeen cars of hay and feed were received at
39
Aitkin, destined for the camps up the river.

% A | R
Tha_ﬁiam—e4\Bonness and Howe, which was one of the largest wa

ergege in logging and which operated camps about Sandy leke and MeGregor

ar

in the region. Ihey cut in one winter about three million feet of logs

for many years, reached the all-time production peak for any one fium éaxt TM(G>

from one section of land. In the early 90's, #hey cut and banked in a

single season thirty mllllon feet of pine from the vicinity of the. Tamarack
o

rivers Ihey logged from the mouth of the source and built a dem across
=

the river near the present town of Wright to aid in driving down this
40
enormous cutting of logse

41
It is said that Bonness and Howe also held the record for the

largest load of logs to be hauled in the region. From a camp north of

Sandy Lake, the great load was sledded over an iced road. It wes-sedid- .
o = ac ke olong qots — - :
»o contain 15,440 feet of timber, and four horses moved it upon the

glazed roadbed a distance of six miles. The load stood eighteen feet
high. Swaying and careening through the treetops, the load slid around

curves and had to be kept moving£>égd it stopped, the sled would instantly

Aitkin Age, March 3, 1884 and March 23, December 2, 1889,
Files of the Aitkin Republican and the Aitkin Age, James E, Murphy,
McGregor, Minnesotae.

Jo Fo Smart, articles on lumbering in Minneapolis Journal,
December 6, 1935, T e
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MIQ-L
have "set" and could not have been started againg /f}iction of the

steel=-shod sled runners melted the ice in the roadwaye. This load of
logs was a point of pride to the lumberjacks and was long remembered

by them.

(o
For two decades, there was no lessening of these seemingly end-

f |
Ao oA

less bemrd—feet=of timber coming out of the north woods. The area drained
by the Prairie, the West Savanna and the Tamaraz% rivers contributed greatly
to the total cut of the regione Pine, puléfwgléts and ties were driven
down these rivers to the outlet of Prairie River into Bill Horn Bay. There
the logs were boomed and towed across the 1aké by a headworks, or later,
by steamboat, although the headworks could tow by far the greater number

42

at one times

43
The last boom of logs to be moved across Sandy Lake is well

remembered by Mrse. T. B, Morris of Libby. The logs were owned by

H. L. Benedict of Sandy Leke in 1919 or 1920. It was a summer evening
and a favorable east wind was blowing across the lakqgw Benediet pressed
into service all the motor launches that he could command. They waited
until evening so thét the waters might be more quiets In the house on.
a hill overlooking the lake, Mrs. Morris placed in the window a kerosene
lamp and arranged mirrors in such a way as to direct the light out over
the water, %eem anxiously hoping that the wind would not change and cast
the logs upon the shore, she waited for morning. All night long the
motors roared at their task, and the first light of day saw the last

boom of logs safely across Sandy Lake.

42, James E. Murphy, McGregor, Minnesota, Mrs. E. L. Douglas,
Temarack, Minnesota and others, interviews, files of the Bonness Papers.
43, Mrse T. B. Morris, Sandy Lake, Minnesota, interview.
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44
During the peak of lumbering, driving on the Mississippi was

usually done by a boom company, which contracted with the buyer to
drive the logs to their destination. Once the logger turned over
his logs to the company, his responsibility for them ended. The

boom company did not buy logs from the lumberman but acted only as

Lo~ common carriers.) The d;££o:eaéyg;yers in the region contracted to
Cv’a"g . f“(" -— - - - T LS

— 1k ,,
=i ( ] purchase the lumberman's logs at a certain price. ‘En the early
—

days, " prices ranged from six to ten dollars per thousand feet; a

little later on, from seven dollars and fifty cents to fifteen dollars(:)

Were-—reecived—for~tops, These prices were for logs delivered at the

Mississippi river, where they were turned over to the boom company
-

which had been hired by the buyer of the logs to drive them to their
destination. The Henmnepin Paper Compeny was for many years a large

buyer of logs and pulp in this regions For many years, Jim Murphy
? o
oK ( contracted for other loggers to drive logs from the banks of the Prairie,
the Tamarack and the West Savanna rivers to the Mississippi, where the

W e
boom company then took charge of the bimer, Fwo—dotlars—and—£ifty-rtents

@ousand fee’gfw\m&?aid'i‘or driving and booming/} across Sandy Lake. %0 7%'/ ?;52"9
it 1\
After 1888 and until the end of the lumbering period, the Northern

Boom Company controlled and moncpolized the driving on the upper
Mississippi.

45
A huge lumbering concern grew out of the association of Edward

L. Douglas with Frederick Bonness. Douglas, born in Canada in 1850

James E. Murphy, licGregor, Minnesota, Mrs. E, L. Douglas,
Tamarack, Minnesota and others, interviews.

Aitkin Age, Mrs. E. L. Douglas, Tamarack, Minnesota and others,
interviews.
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came to the United States in 1867, locating at Rockford, Minnesota,
/éu:\ /(. g Wi-o9

and the—yesr 1875 foumd—him at Aitkin in the lumber business. Two

years later he married Ellen Sook of Rockfordys With his bride he

returned to Aitkin and they spent their honeymoon on a trip up the

river to Pokegama Falls on the steamboat Pokegama.

46
In 1881, in partnership with Daniel J. and George W. Knox,

Douglas formed the Aitkin Lumber Company and built the first sawmill

in Aitkin, From here, he extended his 1umbering activities to Sandy

Leke and then to McGregor and Tamarack. (&t Tamarack/he built a sawmill /
ho Airresl IR Ay 4

and, after 1899, l?fffsé—thare and carried on his business frem—btheb

point. About 1883, Douglas and Frederick Bommess formed a partnership.

On December 1, 1900, they organized the Sandy River Lumber Company,

one of the largest concerns ever to operate in the regions In the

next few years, thousands of acres of timber on both sides of the

Sandy g}ver were purchased by the company, which also owned and

operat;; a general store at Tamaracke During this period, the company

cut and removed the timber from three townships adjoining Tamarack.

0ld Jim Murphy, remembering Ed, Douglas, remarks that he "cut and drove

down the Sandyjjﬁver millions of feet of christly big pine logs." The
g a7
Sendy River Lumber continued in business until 1918.

48
BEdward Douglas was appointed postmaster at Tamarack in 1902

and held this position for fifteen years. He died in 1922, leaving

46. Aitkin Age, October 11, 1929, Mrs. E. L. Douglas, Tamarack, Minnesota.
47. Eitkin Republicamn, July 22, 1915, James E. Murphy, McGregor,
Minnesota, Reverend Edward D. Neill, History of the Upper
Mississippi Valley, Vol. 6, pe 3n, cash books, ledgers and
accounts in the Donness Papers.
Mrse E. L. Douglas, lamarack, Minnesota, interview, Aitkin Age,
1922
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[ 19%1) |

his wife, now eighty years of age and a resident of Temarack, and
A 49

one son, Arthur. Frederick Bonness died in Minneapolisl\in 1924,

50
Douglas's logging fame has given rise to a local 4all tale,
o W&&M{) O Lo CL*{\ Reoten ﬁ»/u/c’- g
a Bunyanesque legemd—bo account £ef_t§,\serpentine course bteker by

Uhe—Bumdy=TIVEY across McGregor township. Many years before the

first white settler hed come to McGregor, so the story goes, Ed was
logging some distance east of there. He owned a team of exceedingly
large oxen, and in order to haul logs on the Sandy g}ver, he set about
breaking the animals. The river at that time extended no farther east
than the west range line of what is now McGregor township. Out in

the woods in his logging camp near the present Temarack, Ed hitched
his oxen to an enormous plow, Off they went, and before he finally
got them under control, they had gone from Tamarack westward all the
way through MeGregor township, pulling the plow behind them. They
were not subdued until they ceme to the very edge of Sandy Rivere.

The furrow thus turned by the unruly oxen filled with water and be-
came & stream, and forever after Ed drove his logs down the furrow
which gradually widened and becsme the aimlessly wandering Sandy River.

51
The first sawmill at McGregor was built in 1902 by A. J. Vanderwater.

Vanderwater, with his brother-in=law, J. T. Bailey, had come to MeGregor

Minneapolis Directory, 1924,

Joe DiGregory, McGregor, Minnesota, related this legend
which he states was commonly known about the region in the
lumbering periode

J. T, Bailey, McGregor, Minnesota, interview.
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in the summer in search of a mill site on some stream where he could
utilize the waterpower. A lMclregor real estate agent, had, he said,
Jjust the place, on the southeast side of Rat Lake, and assured Vander-
water that the water level (then at flood stage) of Rat lake creek,

which flowed through the property, would not fall below that level,

The deal was closed for cash, and Vanderwater started construction
of a mill. But his power-producing stream began to fail and late
in the season completely dried up. Finding himself duped, Vanderwater
abandoned the plan to use waterpower and built his mill at lcGregore.
Several of the buildings from Rat Lake were moved to McGregor and
were used as parts of the present houses of J. T. Bailey and Mrs.
Pasquale lMemmola.

52
The Weyerhauser interests did no legging in the McGregor =

Sandy lake country until after 1902, although George Dodge states
that when he came to the region in 1893 Weyerhauser owned the timber
rights, with few exceptions, on any tract of land with ten thousand

feet of commercial logs on ite In the year of 1902, the company

operated a cemp in Jevne township near the Sandy rivers The logs
2~

were hauled to the Northern Pacifie, which had built a spur to reach

them, and were loaded on to the cars with a "jammer," a hoisting con-

Date on the Weyerhauser activities from interview with many
loggers, pioneers and from the files of the Aitkin Age and
Aitkin Republican, and from George Dodge.
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trivance similiar to & common crang, mounted on a railroad car end run

by steams,

in 1911-1912, Weyerhauser's Northland Lumber Company conducted
6_,.

its most extensive logging operating in this grea., Seven camps of
about one hundred men each were maintained that vear on lake Minne-

wawe, the Tamarack river and the Savanna river. Another Weyerhsuser
% = - ¥y
=

—

company, the Pine Iree Lumber Company, had a large camp on the banks
of Rock Leke in 1913-1914, and cut all the white pine remaining in the
townshipe Over iced roads, the logs were hauled +to Ude (now Landsford)
station, where a siding had been built several hundred feet east of
the station. The Weyerhauser interests operated their last camp in

the McGregor lakes region between 1915-1917,

t/\f“@»\‘l ’5 LALA

Th&s—hrongh%:ﬁhe lumbering period te—e—elese in this sections

Numerous small concerns still carry on the cutting of timber for

pulp, cabin logs and other woo%\-product materials.

=
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RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR THE HOMESTEADERS

"Land without populetion is a wilderness and population with-
1
out land is a mob," These were the words of James J. Hill, the empire

builder, in the days of the railroad boom-towns,

I Yo

A MO
Settlers had begun to go into the northern pa;; of %hawﬂ?pﬁa in
the wake of the loggers before 1860. But to the north of St. Cloud, on
the Hisiiasippi, there were still in 1870 hundreds o{f;ilzgvzf country
which, except for a few traders and the Indians, had never been seen by

W-eLo
men, X the McGregor Lakes regioqQ.peoplaﬂand—the—wiiderness*ware awaiting

the miracle-worker, the railroad,

The Northern Pacificégailroaa was te—be the particular magician
I weo T8 =

teemodify-and transform the whole section. It was to cut straight through
the heart of the finest pine forests of Minnesota and turn inaccessible

areas into thriving towns and farms. Land hungry and poverty stricken

people from many sections of the coﬁntry and even from Sici%zzwere to

answer the call of the railroad and find work and a livelihood in the
country opened up by the line, The first settlers of McGregor, as of

many other interior towns, were persons who had followed the railroad.,

For the first year of its history, after it had been chartered
and received a federal gran? of land, the railroad struggled to secure
financial backing., The bankers, Jay Cooke and Company,came to its aid

3

and actual laying of the track began in 1870. Once started, construction

Herold Fern Peterson, Railroads and the Settlement of Minnesota,
Thesis, University of Minnesota,

The Aitkin Age, Aitkin Minnesota, 1883, December 29,

The Aitkin Age, 1883, December 29, and other sources.
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of the road went forward speedily; at times three miles of track were laid
in a day? Coming westward from the head of the lakes, the road was built
through Aitkin county in the same year, A very thin trail of small villages
and towns were left along its route as it progressed, By the end of the

following year, its rails had crossed the entire state, Then came the

failure of Jay Cooke, and for four years railroad construction was in

5 6

éI“;;jft{rr~fi¥Pe d?}q?um . In 1875, the road went into receivership and wax reorganized,

Adoppsmet ”

But the line, as constructed, changed the manner and tempo of future settle-

ment. Northern Minnesota was no longer wholly dependent on river trans-

portation, b

Qma% HLJ“ STe

The territorial legislature of 1849 established nine counties

»

in the northern part of the state, /and the present country of Aitkin was

included within the b%rders of four of them? Itasca, Mahkahta, Benton and
Ramsey. In 1857, Aitkin county, smaller in area than at present, was
established, but remained unorganized and merely a name until after the
railroad passed through., The first election of county officers took place
on July 30, 1872, Later, additions of land were made to the county from

parts of Cass and Itasca counties, until, in 1880, its present boundaries

were fixed.,

The Northern Pacific constructed a handecar house at thea&naunhj-——

Hat
site of MeGregor in 1870. On November 22 of the same year, a survey of

Warren Upham, Minnesota Geographic Names, Minnesota Historical
Collections, 17:14, Harold Peterson, Railroads.

William Watts Folwell, Minnesota History, 1:332-358, Peterson,
Railroads, :

Folwell, Minnesota,:350-378, Peterson Railroads.

Upham, Geographic Names, 17:14; Aitkin Age, 1929, October 11,

R. O. Chaney, Field Notes, 1870, Office of Register of Deeds,

Aitkin, Minnesota.
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of the section known as McGregor township was made by R. O. Chaney. The
survey noted that "this township is mostly covered by water at all seasons

of the year and from indications seems, when wet season occur, subject to

inundation from three to four feeigf>épme portions of the area remained

above water in wet seasons as well as dry and were called "islands"; there

was some timber, tamarack, spruce, and cedar, and some hay meadow.,

About this time, an old hunter and trapper named MecGregor lived
on the shore of Davis Lake, Most early settlers agree that the town was
named after him. In the opinion of G. H. Jacobus, Division Superintendent
of the Northern Pacific;;dlroad, there is some reason for believing that
the name may be that of one of the officers who was with General Ross er's
1870 expedition to the Missouri in connection with the extension of the
railroad line?

10

In 1880, the Northern Pacific constructed a siding and built
a station at McGregor. Along the teiiyear-old track, wood yards for
refueling had been established at Kimberly and a place which later be-
came Cromwell. Through the underbrush and timber that overhung the
track, the old wood-burning locomotive, puffing out smoke, weaved and
careened along its course, dislodging in its passage hordes of mosquitoes,
It looked, says old Jim Murphy, "for all the world like a drunken Injun
on a toot." Sometime before 1890, the Northern Pacific abandoned wood-

burning locomotives and built a coal dock and water tank at McGregor

9. G. H. Jacobus, Division Superintendent of the Northern Pacific,
Railroad, letter, 1940,
Official County Records, Aitkin, Minnesota.
11, James E, Murphy, interview, McGregor, Minnesota.
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near the site of the present dock., The first dock was a hand operated

affair; coal was elevated on an endless belt to the tender of the engine
' 12
by a hand crank,

Gfl’ k ot }\,~eve:m;~‘f t;f?,q.,!) fa

"01d—JFim;t—Fames—H, [Murphy, the-present oldest living resident
of MeGregor, who had been working in a logging camp on the Swan 2}ver,
went down the Mississippi in 1881 by dugout cance to Brainerd, from
there shipping the canoe by railroad to a point east of what is now

McGregor, where the railroad crossed the Sandy river, This spot, then
z

known as Sandy River Crossing, later came to be called Grayling. Here

Murphy recovered his canoe, embarked on the Sandy river and began a

-
-

Journey toward Sandy Lake.

After paddling a few miles along the Sandy giver, Murphy came
upon the future site of McGregor. There 4= found a scattering of Indain

wigwams and along the railroad track the handcar house and "a handful"

of Italians, Marphy went on to Davis Lake and there saw the trapper,

McGregor, at his cabin, Farther on, Murphy came out into Sandy Lake,

The water level was considerably lower than it is now, and the banks of

the lake were generally steep and high. Heavy timber overhung the water

along the shoreline, For miles a canoe could be paddled under an arching

roof of green foliage—the most beautiful place, Murphy believes, that

he had ever seen. When the §9vernment dam was built at the outlet to the

Mississippi, it caused the h;éh‘banks of the lake z:jg:icne eroded and
Wt g doe cedl

and—redueed many of themAto their present sandy level. Bill Horn at

the time was still living on the shore of the present B Horn Bay,.

¥

\
12, C. H. Jacobus, letter, Mrs. P. Memmola, interview and others.

[
[of5e )
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"4 wicked old devil, and the Injuns were scared to death of him," says
Murphy.

13
In 1889, Lester E. Giles, a young man of Scotch-Irish parentage,

born in Woodstock, Illinoiﬁjand employed as a telegrapher by the reil-

road, was sent from Brainerd to act as depot agent at McGregor. Shortly

before leaving Brainerd, Giles had married Carrie Bisiar. When the couple

reached McGregor, they found "a wilderness full of Indians." There were
no settlers, but lumbermen and timber ecruisers "on skis™ swarmed in the

forests.

Mrs, Giles remembers no white persons at McGregor station other
than John Fuller, the railroad section boss, and an old trapper, "an
Englishman," who was very poor and lived in a "plank" shanty across the
tracks opposite the depot. Mrs. Giles recalls his name as "Tom Newsom,™"
A year or so after coming to McGregor, Giles rented Tom's shanty and,
after remodeling it, coverted it into the first store in McGregor. 4
stock of goods was shipped in from Aitkin, and Mrs, Giles, in addition
to caring for her baby, managed the store, Tom was permitted to sleep
in the building, helping her sbout the store during the day. Most of
the business was confined to barter with the Indians, and Mrs. Giles
learned to speak their language. Cash was seldom seen; the Indisans
exchanged fish, cranberries and other products of the country for

groceries,

13. Mrs. Carrie E, Giles, 1108 East Norwood street, Brainerd,
Minnesota, interview,
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14
Tom left McGregor, and in the summer of 1891 was living on the

west side of Bass Lake., He became known to the settlers as "grapperg Tom"

or "Uncle Tom." Pioneers do not recall Tom's surname exactly nor do they
remember where he came from or when, but they do remember that he was
familiar with Longfellow's poetry and "could recite many verses at will."

After a time, as Tom felt that there were too many settlers coming into

the country, he stated that he was going north toward Swan River where game
o d uweo

was more plentiful. He left the region of McGregor, never %be=be/seen there
A 5

again;j
i 15
A postoffice was established at McGregor on March 12, 1890, and
16
Giles "worked hard" to be appointed postmaster; he was appointed and "took
17
care of the mall sack" in addition to his other work until June when he was

transferred elsewhere by the railroad., In the fall of the same year he re=
turned to MeGregor angractober 28, 1890 he was re=-appointed postmaster. On
March 15, 1893 the postoffice at McCregor was discontinued but it was re-
established December 29, 1894, On July 29, 1891, a postoffice had been
established at Libby and William L. Wakefieldu;;;Linted postmaster . *
A
Henry Lozway, a Frenchman born in New York state, arrived at

McGregor station in 1889 or 1890, There he found the siding, the "Indian

Trading Store,"™ the small building used as a section house, and the
A Rl Z/‘tu'_ )
"handful" of Italians ebsemwed-by Murphy on his first jnu:i&yhzhwunugh

14. Ole T. Jevne, Aitkin, Minnesota, Fleming Route, interview.

15. J. M. Donaldson, Acting First Assistant Postmaster General, Washington,
D. C. Letter, June 29, 1940, Mrs, Carrie Giles, interview.

16. Mrs. P. Memmola, MecGregor, Minnesota, interwview.

17. Donaldson, Letter.

* When the McGregor postoffice was re-established, December 29, 1894,
Daniel Lozway was made postmaster; appointees following him were: John W.
Thompson, Mey 5, 1897, Josiah W. Clark, March 12, 1901, Esther P. Maddy,
November 28, 1914, Myrtle Whittet, April 9, 1919, Esther P. Maddy, October
28, 1919, Archie M. Hayes, May 3, 1922, Byron B, Maddy (acting) appointed

May 29, 1935. Ambrose O'Connell, First Assistant Postmaster General,
Letter, May 28, 1941.
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These Italians were laborers employed by the railroad and probably none
of them became permanent settlers at McGregor. Lozway shipped in lumber
and put up a freme bullding elose to the depot, on the south side of the
tracks on the railroad right-of-way. In this building he operated a8
store until about August 1891, when he closed out and left McGregorf

19

Daniel Lozway, a brother of Henry, came to McGregor sometime
before Henry left and for a time was in partnership with him in the
store. Then Daniel obtained a homestead, In the summer of 1893, he
moved his family to McGregor, built a small store and later became post-
master., Henry and his family also returned to MeGregor in 1893, Daniel
Lozway died February 23, 1903, and was buried at Aitkin. His widow,
Mrs. Mary Lozway (Mary Hart of Nebraskas City, Nebraska) and their son,

Frank, live at Duluth. Henry Lozway's wife was Mary Wallace; he died

on March 24, 1905 and was buried in MeGregor cemétary.

Late in the summer of 1891, three Italians, Benjamin Jeanetta,
Frank Spicola and Pasquale Memmola, pioneers of the sizeable group of

Italians in the early community, arrived at MeGregor.

Benny Jeanetta bought the "Indian Trading Store" of Lester
Giles, using it only as a dwelling, however, and not continuing the business.
Frank Spicola took over the store vacated by Henry Lozway., Pasquale
Memmola filed on a homestead claim of one hundred and sixty aecres, In

November he erected a log cabin, the first real pioneer home in McGregor.

18, Mrs. Mary Lozway, 12 No. 26 Ave., W. Duluth, and son, Frank
interviews,
Mrs, P. Memmola, and others, interviews, Tony Spicols, East Lake,
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At the French church in Duluth in 1892, he was married to Pasqualina
Christello, who had emigrated from Italy a few years befors, and
immediately after their marriage, the Memmolas moved intec the log
cabin that had been prepeared by Pasquale, The following winter the
potato peelings were carefully saved, and in the spring, in the hoed
spaces between stumps of trees the peelings were planted; over two
hundred bushels of potatoes were raised.

20
Frenk (Francisco) Spicola was born in Sicily in 1851, married

Kataline Ferlita, and worked at odd jobs for a number of years before
coming to McGregor. There were two children, Anthony and Angeline,
Spicola's daughter states that she was brought to McGregor by her

fether in November 1891, He purchased the Lozway store, she says, and
paid the railroad company three dollars a month for the rent of the ground.
Though the Spicola family occupied the Lozway store, they did not carry
on the business, The next summer, with the help of Memmola, Spicola
built a small log store into which he moved his family; this building

was in use as a store until 1895. During that year, he bought land south
of the track adjacent to the present postoffice, for $205.93 and built

a second store and dwelling. The present postoffice building, also

built by Spicola, became his third store.

Frank Spicola took an active part in the affairs of the grow-

ing community. He was the first village treasurer, in which position

the bookkeeping was done for him by his son, His business prospered
a0 A wea called >
and "Speegle's" stori)became widely known, Mrs. Spicola died in 1923

20. Mrs. C. A, Maddy, McGregor, Minnesota, Tony Spicola, East Lake,
Minnesota, Mrs, P. Memmola, McGregor, Mimnesota, interviews,
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and Frank Spicola in 1925; both are buried at McGregor.,

Soon after Spicola moved from his first small log store near
the Memmolas' cabin, Pasquale Memmola organized a school district and
the abandoned Spicola store was used as a schoolhouse during 1893-94.
After 1894, the school term was three months at McGregor and three
months held at Grayling., The mother of Bill Ross, then depot agent,
served as teacher for McGregor, while classes at Grayling were taught
by Susie Johnson in the home of Sam Borg. Some students took advantage
of the opportunity for six-months' schooling by walking the railroad

track between the towns,

Tony (Anthony) Spicola, who was seven years old when his
parents first moved to MeGregor, was among the first pupils to attend
the McGregor school and one of those who walked the track to Grayling
to attend the three-months' school term there. Among Tony's classmates
were Susie Christello, Philomena Jordon, Joe Di Gregorio, and Tony's
sister, Angeline. He learned to read and write English, and worked
in his father's store. In the late 90's, Tony remembers, hundreds of
pounds of butter were purchased from the settlers at eight cents a
pound, A few choice pounds were sold to the trainmen for nine cents,
and the remainder was packed in barrels and shipped to Duluth to be
made into renovated butter, The market price at Duluth was nine cents,

(194 21
Tony Spicola now has a store at East Lake.

21, Tony Spicola, East Lake, Minnesota, interview,
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22
Four years after moving to MeGregor, Angeline Spicola married

C. A, Maddy, a timber cruiser employed by the railroad., When Angeline
Spicola first came, settlers were few in McGregor. She recalls the
depot agent and his wife, the section boss and wife and his (or her)
two sisters and a man named Curtis whose wife was the Indian woman,
Beengwa., Mr, Curtis lived with Beengwa in a small house on the south
side of the depot. The house was built of poles lined with birch-bark
on the inside and covered with tar paper on the outside, There was but
one room about sixteen feet square with a small square window in each
end. Curtis in later years was employed to maintain the telephone line
which connected the government dam at Libby with McGregor., The Indian
scare of 1898 also impressed Mrs. Maddy, though her husband assured her
that, after the possemen had arrived on the scene, the Indians "were

more scared than we were,®

23
In the spring of 1898, the Northern Pacific sent George Dodge

to McGregor as section foreman, Dodge was born in New York state and at

the age of twenty=five came !pst with his parents in a covered wagon. In

—

1880, he had taken a government homestead at Grand Forks, North Dakota,
where he farmed for ten years. Then he "went broke and lost over thirty
thousand dollars" and began to roam up and down the country. "I'm a

farmer," he says,"bull puncher, steam engineecr, carpenter or anything

you want."

22, Mrs. A. C. Maddy, MecGregor, Minnesota, James E. Murphy, interview.
23. George Dodge, McGregor, Minnesota, interview,
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By the time Dodge reached McGregor, a few Finnish settlers

had come to the region and settled to the south and east of MeGregor.

The Finns, he recalls, when they made their periodic trips into town "/L:
"égig;le

for food supplies, often called for luxuries like loaf sugar and

would transmit such orders to Duluth,

24
Wild game was then sbundant everywhere and wild ducks could

be shot from the depot platform. Only a few Indian trails radiated
out of McGregor. In the winter months, the tote roads were used; there
were no roads at all for summer travel. The few families who had taken
up homesteads about ten miles south of McGregor were forced to walk
over the intervening bogs, sometimes wading through water to their
hips, to reach the town, Dodge cut the first road from McGregor to

Bass Lake, a distance of three miles,

When the Hinckley fire was raging in 1894, Dodge saved MecGregor
from burning. For two weeks before the conflagration reached the town,
the smoke was so thick the train could not be seen coming down the track,
Dodge instructed the section hands to dig a diteh around the water tank,
depot and coal pile, and to fill all available containers with water for
use in controlling the back-fire which they were to set just before the
big fire reached them., This maneuver proved successful, Dodge purchased
the west half of the northwest oajf;ourth of section thirty-one for three
dollars an acre; the part lying noﬁ;th of the railroad, platted into lots

and sold to Hesper J. Newell, later became Newell's Addition. George

24. Mrs, P, Memmola, McGregor, Minnesota, interview. George Dodge,
MeGregor, interview.
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(4
Dodge, noiﬂeighty-five years old, lives three and a half miles north-
west of MeGregor on the old Crainfield estate,

25
Ole T. Jevne, who settled with his father in Jevne township,

six miles west of McGregor, in the summer of 1891, believes that there

were no more than five or six settlers in all the surrounding region

at that time. With the building of the rallrocad, however, the move=-
dre 8o O

ment of land seekers into the area wes iinder way, Pamphlets, tracts,

and folders advertised the railroad lands and homesteads. Information

bureaus and lecturers helped to spread the information, and claims

were filed on the free lands,

26

A few Finns, attracted to the homestead lands near Rice River,
formed the nmucleus of a settlement there., One of the first to arrive
was Jacob Haltonen, who was born in Finland in 1867 and came to the
United States in 1880, He married Ida S. Anderson, also an immigrant
from Finland, at Newbury, Michigan, in 1889, They first settled in
Hibbing, Minnesota, thenf:ame to Moose Lake. From there Haltonen set
out on thészake Road,;r;he 0ld military road extending from Mille Lacs
to Superior, His destination was section twenty-eight, township forty=-
six, north, range twenty-three west, He reached there on March 5, 1895,

filed a homestead claim on an eight%ﬁbre tract, and began construction

of a log house, On this jourggy from Moose Lake, Haltonen drove a team

of horses to a point calleé?MDixon's,"/;;;ra he was forced to leave the

Ole T. Jevne, Aitkin, Minnesota, Fleming Route, interview.

Jacob and Ida Haltonen, McGregor, Minnesota, (In the course of years
a number of metal and stone Indian relics have been found by the
Haltonens, near their home and these have been presented to the
Minnesota Historical Society.)
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team and continue with a single ox and eart, No settler had ever gone
as far west as section twenty-eight, and for much of the way second-
growth timber had to be cut from the trail as he went along in order
to get his cart through. Haltonen completed his house in April , and
his wife arrived shortly after, traveling over the same route as her

husband.

At the time the Haltonens settled there, the township had no
name, and Rice River suggested by Jacob Haltonen was adopted, None of
the pine in the neighborhood had as yet been cut for commercial purposes,
On Big Rice Lake, a number of Indians were living. The Haltonend traded
at Moose Lake the first year, then a road was cut to McGregor and they
began to trade 3;1;Speegle's."jvburi ost of the summer

+he, 0 arruasl N
was impassable for teamﬁ)and butter wes—earaied on thg backs of=he.

/l R
settlers over the bogs and swamps to be traded for groceries.

the road

The first pine was cut near Rice River in 1896 and was sold
to the Potter-Casey Company of Aitkin., The logs were hauled to Rice

River, where a hundred or more Indians were employed to drive the

logs down the river:;) Eour dollars—and-ninety-cents—per—thousand

the very best white pine delivered at the skidways.)ﬁ\
Ao dd @ 1907 fon /ove 2oX D
On the north quarter of section twenty-one, Conn O'Brien of Brainerd
built a camp that was run by Hardy, a former sheriff of Cass county,
This camp remained for a number of years and with the Aitkin company

bought most of the pine cut by the settlers, In later years, several

portable sawmills were operated here,
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2
A year before Haltonen came, Andrew P. Johnson had settled

in what is now Spalding township. His claim, in section thirty-four,

’ACE;EYa;TQ-to be reached by ox-team over the military road from Moose

Lake. Usually a six-months' supply of groceries was laid in before

the frost left the ground in the spring and the road became too mirey
to support a team, Such an order of supplies, as Johnson remembers,
included one hundred pounds of Arbuckle coffee, fifty pounds of sugar,
soap, flour and other staples=-shipped by freight to McGregor and hauled
out by oxen tc the homesteads. /fae first sewing machine in the town-

by o e
shipt{ggfi?n carriad\on his back over the bogs from licGregor to East

e ———

Lake,

28
Among other early settlers at Rice River were Matt Randg./

“and ”J?h:i_ﬂ;@was born in Finland in 1863 and came to the
United States at the age of 18, He married Josephine Field, a Finnish
immigrant, and with his wife's brother, John, came by railroad to Moose
Lake. The belongings of both families were loaded into a two-wheeled
ox-cart, and the party made the trip over the seldom used "Lake Road."
After many days of tedious travel,during which the ox-cart was repeatedly
mired down and the entire load had to be transferred to the men's backs
and carried to higher ground, they came to their(ggture homgigzmastsadez
The location was in section twelve in an unorganize&township,[?brty— \
six north,)later a part of Rice River township. Randa and Field filed

- 3 ool 4>
homestead claims adjoining[;fch othe\}

27. Andrew P. Johnson, East Lake, Minnesota, interview.
28, Matt Randa, East Lake, Minnesota, interview.
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29
No other settlers were near, Heavy growths of pine and hard-

wood covered the claims, but no thought was given at first to the timber
as a source of income. The main object was to clear the land as rapidly

as possible. Randa built a house of white pine that is still standing.

-
Mrs. Randa died in 1899 and Rands, married Susanna Nissila in 1902, There
C1¢m)
were twelve children in Matt Randa's family, all of whom stil%qlive in

the neighborhood,

Sam Borg settled in 1895 on the south side of the Northern

Pacific track, four miles east of McGregor, at the old Sandy River Cross-
ing, Several other families located in the neighborhood about the same
time, among whem was Oscar Sundberg from Grayling, Michigan. Deciding
thet they should have a postoffice of their own, this group planned to
call it Sandy River but were persuaded by Sundberg that Grayling was a
more desirable name. The Grayling postoffice was authorized and John L.
Borg, a brother of Sam, was made postmaster, This postoffice was dis-

continued in 1919.

Sam Borg engaged in lumbering and ran a general store at Gray-

ling. AZoggers and lumberjacks keme left the train to continue on up the
A

Sandy river, logs and lumber were loaded at the siding, and Borg did a
//

good business, Jim Murphy logged at Grayling and Marcus Nelson, a "big

logger® of a later period, was just beginning activities Athereabouts in

the late 1890's, The Nicholas Chisolm Lumber Company had many camps near

the village until about 1913.

29, Sam Borg, Lawler, Minnesota, interview.
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]

Cl ° .W»{ L
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The first school at Grayling, held in Sam Borg's home, ws later

N
organized as school district number thirty-six and a(;egblog schoolhouse

built, When lumbering ceased, Grayling again became a flag-stop. Borg's
store was moved to Lawler, a newer town on the Soo railroad.

30 ;
By 1900, the settlers in the McGregor region were taking part

in various affairs in the county. The Aitkin Age of September 20, 1900,

lists the following as delegates to the Republican county convention:
"Sendy Lake: William Wakefield, Mark Libby, Williem Jude,
Kimberly: M. J. Shorwell, J, P, Williams, Gus Williamson.
Sicottes: (Tamarack): Frank Clark, F. W. Day, J. B. Clark,"

31
In the late 1890's McGregor was surveyed. George Dodge had

platted Newell's Addition and Jacob Leighty the[@é%?)portion of village
real estate. Then C. A, Maddy conceived the "clothesline survey." To
employ a surveyor with transit and other apparatus just to measure a piece
of land seemed a costly proceeding, Besides, there was a certain post

out in the bog near town granted by some people to be a government quarter-
post. Possibly it was only a stake for tethering some settler's cow. In
any case, it still served gs a point of departure, a clothesline served

as surveyor's chain, and thus streets and roads were laid out,

Maddy's survey had reper%%ssions that began on July 5, 1927,
when a motion was made to have blueprints of the village drawn up and
to lay out the avenues north and south and the streets east and west.

A surveyor was retained and a re-survey and a new plat of the village made,

Aitkin Age, 1900, S8eptember 20,

George Dodge, McGregor, Minnesota, and others, interview,
Byron Maddy, Mrs., C. A. Maddy, O. L. Johnson, E. O, Bachellow
and others, McGregor, Minnesota.
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Much of the property had been described by metes and bounds in the first
survey, and when the new plat was completed pandemonium broke loose.
Garages were cut off from lots, property believed to be owned by one

was found to belong to somecne else, In certain quarters, Maddy was held
better qualified to survey a town even with a clothesline than county sur-
veyors who "were only politicans" and knew nothing whatever about "finding
a corner post." The outeome of all the confusion and expense was that

the county register of deeds refused to record this new plat since it
conflicted with the metes and bounds descriptions of so many of the pieces
of property already on file.

33
The village of McGregor was organized in 1903, the petitioners

certifying that there were residing within the described territory one
RAFNNAD

hundred and eighty[géoplf} The village council began looking for a site

for a village hall and passed an ordinance prohibiting the discharging of

IN
firearms wita the village, An election of village officers was held. Two

justices of the peace and two constables were elected. Both James E.

Murphy and George Dodge were elected to the Board of Health., The next
o- =
year the villgye purchased a fire engine witEJ?ne fourteen foot ladder
o- 20 A
and thirty-siﬁ f:?t ?i extension, It was also agreed to "appoint J. W-
i

Clark and A, J. Wanderwater a committede to oversee the construction of a
jale and engine room. To build sells 6 x 7 feet square and 8 feet high
to be made of 2 x 4 scantling laid flat and spiked to gather with 20 pen.
spikes and one ventilator in top of each sell 12 x 12 with iron bars

across, one grate 4 x 4 feet in front of sells,"

33. Minutes of the villape council for the year 1903-=1914.
Published official rZEords of the county.
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34
Meanwhile, building was keeping pace with the grow%&gquyg{gﬁion

-~ '.-3 N
and the development of local government, ‘“Speegle's“‘Ztore, his third,
by the early 1900s had expanded into the two-story structure that later
became the present postoffice. A Methodist church was built by George

Dodge in 1901 on the street facing the railroad, where it stood until it

was moved to its present location in 1930, About 1895, a schoolhouse,

the present villagt hall, replaced thgfzzztéuildingsuseék1hnﬂﬁ@ri£89-

r//&iﬁ%s in 1903, a th:story frame school was put up to take its place.

Jemes E. Murphy built the McGregor Hotel (Murphy Hotel), two and a half
blocks west of Maddy street, shortly before 1903; the business was leased
~by Andrew Burud, who was the proprietor at the time fire destroyed the
building in 1905. The same fire destroyed J. W. Clark's general store

in which the postoffice had been housed. In 1903, C.vﬁ. Maddy built a

o
large two=story frame hotel about where the White FagleService station

doiln, By Je ©
on Maddy street now stands, but it(;;g\&&gg bﬂrneéfﬁé;n‘tn‘racsnt“yearsw

By the turn of the century, McGregor had become a wide-open,
rough and ready lumbering town, The American Grass Twine Company was
employing at times as many as two hundred men, and the logging camps
situated all over the g:ékg;; kept money in easy circulation, Besides
the saloon maintained in connection with the McGregor Hotel, there was
a on?:étory frame structure, one block east of Maddy Streét, built in
1898 by Tom Campinello, the first saloonkeeper in McGregor., This later

became the Olson and Alstead saloon, On Block 4, Cuseiotto's Division,

Interviews with pioneers, The Aitkin Age, 1900, June 29,

The Aitkin Republican, 1900 August, Official records of

the county, Mrs. P. Memmola, George Dodge, McGregor, Minnesota,
interview, Official Records, Aitkin Age, 1901, September 3.
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was the Hudson and Turner saloon, run by Joe Hudson and M. T. Turner

until 1906, when it became the Palace saloon., Shootings were common

and bar=-room brawls the order of the day, Liquor licenses in 1901 were

$500.89, in 1910, $1ooo,a§ and (1n 1913 $2500.¢:~\9.)1

It has been sald that a primary reason for the incorporation

ﬂ:.f:"‘-"h
of the village was to give theAcontrol of the saloon license feeibtc-the;_.

e —town, There were three saloons at the time of incorporation. One of the

first official acts of the village council was the granting of two liquor

lieenses,

35
By all odds, the outstanding bartender of this period was Joe

Hudson, Hudson with his wife, Laura Clark, came to McGregor from Dubuque,
Iowa, about 1900. At first they settled on a homestead, now known as the
"old Adams' place," several miles north of MeGregor, but in 1901, Hudson
became bartender for J. P. Olson. Joe was square=shouldered, large and
muscular, six feet tall and a "ladies! man." He became Olson's partner
in the Hudson and Turner saloon, and their place became the hot spot of

the village.

Pistols were commonly worn = for usg< not ornament e IR
1904, an ordinance was passed providing that "all of the front doors of
the saloons be closed on Sunday and the Marshall be instructed to keep

things quiet around the saloons also around the village.," For years,

the records of the town Qquqcil)are»&ntersperﬁeduméth such offiecisl in-

structions to the pulice,a-/f-«'{*vﬂ aneel iN /)\@

35. Axel P. Johnson, East Lake, Minnesota, James E. Murphy,
Frank Clark, J. W. Clark, all of MeGregor, Minnesota, and
others,
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There was one diversion especially favored by many of the

customers of the Hudson and Turner bar. This was to shoot from the

} < hip through the inside west of the saloon and attempt to hit the hitch-

/

A
ing post stending outside the building. The penalty for failure to hit

the mark was to buy drinks all around., The reward for success has not

been recorded /é;t the well perforated west wall of the saloon is wit-

ness that it must have been worth the effort,

It was not until Joe Hudson emtered the Hudson and Turner
as a partner that he really found scope for his talents. His handiness
with a six-shooter "o FLﬂgggr the country. Daily exhibitions of his
s8kill inspired %he~pepu&aee—with fear and respect. Many an innocent
bystander was "barely missed®™ in these playful demonstrations at'the
Hudson end Turner, Joe is recalled as the "straightest shooting and
fastest man on the draw that McGregor has ever seen." All this/ despite
the fact’ that his hands shook as with pelsy — a condition attributed
to ;;;“#conscience bothering hlm" by the romantie mlnd;;}Déﬁﬁf;zrhaps
failed to consider his(§22§umptid\\dailyf\f enormous quantities of liquor.
Joe could, and usually did, drink six lumberjacks under the table at a

sitting.

When shooting et the hitching post palled as a pastime, pick-
ing off the kerosene well lamps was not despised. Then there was the
tall scotch cap worn by Jess Jones, a pioneer who lived close to McGregor
and ;;é a faithful visitor at the Hudson and Turner. Jess's tall cap

made an irresistible target for Joe. Just as Jess would enter the door,

Joe would politely 1ift the cap from his head with a well-placed bullet.
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It was a cé%y custom among friends, and Jess always accepted these

frolicsome displays in good humor., But one day, by chance, he entered

2 p{ e

the saloon unnoticed. He had been there for some time, his cap still

Jeao ,

[ P

upon his head, and had fallen peacefully asleep in a chair tipped back

/

(
(50—4.-\».6-{-—‘0!
1 7T(aaug@ﬁb(

against the wall., Suddenfly Joe saw Jess, saw the cap, saw a duty un-

@]

done, and drew his gun with light#ning speed and fired., The shot removed

the cap, all right. It also cut a ni;% center part in Jess's pompadour,

and a furrow in his scelp., This was going too far;(éligzgg)Jess, and he
did not forgive Jee:/i§oe Hudson is remembered as haviﬁg been "loved by

some, hated by many, and cursed by all."

36
The saloonkeepers did not spend al%/ﬂf their time on the fir-

ing line. Civic progress also interested them, When the first church

-

i
3
<
R
S

was built in McGregor, funds were exhausted before the plastering and in-

5
-

u»&}k’¢

terior decorating were completed. It was decided that a musicale might

2

be a nice way to raise funds to finish the church. Among the musicians

i{, b2 ar
. Are e

on the program — one of a vocal trio = was a beautiful daughter of

Robert N. Newell, the land agent. In the audience was saloonkeeper

) LA i

<Y

Olson, former partner of Joe Hudson., At the close of the hymn, Olson,
AM [r ) X
. deeply moved, slightly drunk, arose and seeesbed Miss Newell, "If you will ¥~ J

sing that song all by yourself,“~he—deeler;;;:m1 will plaster the church

free of charge." The girl complied and Olson kept his word, solving ek

~-one—-sbreke a knotty financial problemamdugi#ing~%is&~»t&%he-ebaerm %
"Local saloonkeeper gets plastered and plasters church for s song," /j7

36, George Dodge, McGregor, Minnesota, interview.
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Meturity brought decorum to the village. Good roads were con=
structed throughout the region and settlers developed their farms. Modern

; Lo Q.h.;i\l Q oAt
conveniences/took the place of primitive makeshifts, But as

_amgnging;jnam»4bqppospereugicommunity, it was visited in 1918, as was all
the surrounding country, by a devastating forest fire.

27 ;
For many weeks in the fall of that year, there had been no rain,

and the whole countryside was dry as tinder, There had been three separate
fires near McGregor earlier in the season which had burned over much of
the section. Charles Turner, near Kimberly, early in the day on October

12, 1918, saw the flames of a great conflagration sweeping toward his

farm, He mustered a fighting crew;zaiu set back-fires which stopped the

Kimberly fire from advancing toward McGregor.

However, the high peat banks of county diteh 14 had been burn-
ing and smouldering since the previous year, and this fire crept to the
verty edge of the town. Another fire, éig:éih to have been sg:)to the west
of the Soo ljxfz by a spark from a locomotive, also spread, but a group
of Home Guardsmen kept this under control, Still a third fire came on
from section thirty-one, McGregor township; and section six, Spalding
township, Company "D® of the Home Guards fought this fire for several
days before bringing it under control, There was no loss of life and only
minor property damage in McGregor. But the surrounding countryside was not

/k,t}.k,&‘*ﬁ.,ﬁ— -2
so fortunate, One thousand acres of hay land were burned, two residenees

37. Files of the Aitkin Age, 1918, October, the Aitkin Republican,
1918, October., Reminiscinces of many residents of MeGregor.




RIGHT=-OF=-WAY FOR THE HOMESTEADERS Page 147

Al

in Grayling destroyed, and trainﬁlstopped on the Soo line by the

destruction of the tracks. The towns of Bain and Lawler were almost

completely wiped out. In the village of Lawler, three lives were lost;
in Automba, twenty=two panﬁb%'burned to death, Dozens of farm homes
& 3 i

were burned and many farm families perished, Some saved themselves

by fleeing into root cellars or down inte wells,

The county was p}aced under martial law, and two hundred
and fifty soldiers were-stationed at Aitkin, to assist in caring for
the homeless and the injured with the help of the Red Cross. Many
lawsuits were filed in éfderal court charging theﬂgpvernment wit h neg=-
ligence in operation of the railroads, under conscription at that time,
Other suits were filed against the Soo line, the Pine Tree Lumber Company,
and the Northern Pacificigailroad. The Pine Tree Lumber Company was
charged with carelessnes;.in burning slashings, causing the fire on
the bank of ditch 14. The court action cleared the lumber company of
responsibility. Litigation dragged on for years.* The towns were soon

38
rebuilt, but the land and the timber still bear the scars of this holocaust.

* In the litigation following the fires it was finally ruled by the
Attorney General that Congress, in passing Private Act No. 336, 74th
Congress, August 27, 1936, suthorizing payment for damages done by the
railroads, authorized payment only of insurable losses that were covered or
could have been covered by fire insurance, Loss of life does not come under
this classification and under this interpretation no claims for loss of
life have been paid,

38. Interview with residents of McGregor, Minnesota.
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McGregor is now a modern‘town&ytth-ait“eenvenéonoea‘ Goed

roads have brought the besuties of the surrounding countryside to the

attention of vacationists who have built cabins and cottages on the
At betan
many lakes. Trails wora\ made over the hills and through the woods,
ore

and the hunting and fishing in the region have-beeeme—faverebly known

far and wide. There are now in the area some seventy-five separate

resorts open during the summer months for tourists and summer visitors.

The largesﬁzfenters‘pt)resgfg)actizity are Sandy Lake and Lake Minnewawsa;

IT 18
about their shores there ari;estimated about three thousand privately
N

owned cabins, and there are many more on he other lakes in the vicinity.

An average of ten thousand persons visit the region annually, and in a
39

single season at McGregor cars from every state in the union are seen.

40
In 1928, the McGregor Hospital was founded, with Dr. Granger

and Dr, C. B, Strauch in charge, A dental office was also maintained in

the same building. This was the only hospital in Aitkin county. On

September 16, 1932, the hospital and the theatre which adjoined it were

41
destroyed by fire, The hospital was not re-established.

Independent Consolidated School District No, 12 serves the

MC{I‘\AV\
edueatlonal-needs—of—the—pupile of McGregor and vicinity within a sixty-

mile area, The building is of brick with a gymnasium and modern science
Wt~ b fhrie Ureo
room, ’2% was dedicated October 1, 1921, wibh an enrollment of less than
& (/44/)
one hundred ,Aﬁ te; present/phree hundred and eightfive pupils are—in—
1

39. Wiley Smith, guide, MeGregor, Minnesota, Isador Iverson, McGregor
Minnesota, and others, interviews.
A. M, Hayes, Mrs, Frank Ferlita, McGregor, Minnesota, interviews.

41, Isador Iverson, Mrs. Rugna Boekenoogen, McGregor, Minnesota, interviews
The_Aitkin Age, September 16, 1932.
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( I‘?Al / b ¢ 1'2
attendzgze&. An addition is being built at—thris—bime.,

The McGregor State Bank was organized July 29, 1915, and on
43
October 13, 1934 was moved to Howard Lake, There are three bulk petroleum

plants in the—wildese—=of McGregor with surface tank storage capacity

of 133,000 gallons, During ¥he—pasb=yeer, 1940, 550,000 gallons of

Ll
light oils and 10,000 gallons of lubricating oils were distributed.

The cultivated fieslds about MeGregor produce alfalfa, corn,

potatoes and clover, Hay is a principal crop. The McGregor Creamery
an 1940
produced in-the-—past~year over 300,000 pounds of buttig, and the total

- i 7
output of(butterfat’ from the region is probably three times this amount,
Lox 45

2

,Qua;zities of cream are shipped to outside centers,
2

/) sx 124D

The wild rice harvest the past.seasen tdotaled about seventy-

five tons of finished rice, valued at some(}?,OO0.0ﬁ?r Fur farming yielded
1200 Alaskan black mink pelts, bringing an average price of $12.06?EE;ﬁ;
about 300 silver fox peltg were marketed., Several thousand turkeys were

wn )u-l;s-)-a_u)—’
raised, and is becoming a major industry. Flax is produced in some

quantities here,

46

Lumbering is carried on/by five sawmills)in the regiony two
2

of which have special finishing machines, The largest of thegf’ia—looatm&

AR
on Brown's Point, Sandy Laken«owned by Harold Benedictl and produces cabin

logs and lumber, Wood products timber is cut each year by about twenty-five -

Vietor A. Heed, Superintendent, McGregor, Minnesota, interview.

H. W. Reiter, Cashier, Howard Lake, Minnesota, lgtter, 1940, Feb. 4.
Alfred Jacobson, Isador Iverson, Maynard Raveill, McGregor, Minnesota.
Interviews with many residents of McGregor, Minnesota.

Interviews with McGregor residents,
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operators in the region. Wood pulp, toothpick and match timber, and

other wood products are marketed.

—

There are three churches in McGrego§1 Methodist, Catholie, and

Lutheran. There are several organizations, including boy and girl scouts,
e 47

and a community band, There is a library with a collection of about 1200

volumes, open to the public two days a week,

A
P McGregor has a—medern eleciric power and light plant serving

l:i; é;\the eastern half of the county and some four hundred farms. Modernlgial
. =
telephone service connects Sandy Lake and the resort area without extra

toll, and there are six incoming and five outgoing mails each day. Western

Union and Postal Telegraph have facilities here,

Two railroads and the Greyhound Bus Company furnish transportation.
Door to door truck service is provided, and there is truck service daily

te Duluth and semi-weekly to the Twin Cities,

LT McGregor Library Association,
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THE REDSKINS ARE COMING ‘ J . ‘f

R L one 7ﬂa‘1w‘amﬂ‘ﬂglif1rﬁ e ty ‘{“ / g &

3 /t\ d.\»{ f v a j LAY LG
s ode 0o Eq:ji@L;ndib£:lhe"}890* ;“bﬂy“of the—tangled-wilderness

and_the mildpdays~ef logging; community I e-was beginning to-emerge
about MeGregor.... But. before it.turnedwtowmoremproézzgfiuye, there was
to be one last reminder of the region's primitive past, one last flare-

up of frontier terror. When deer-hunting time comes in the north woods,

the tale is told and retold,

It was the fall of 1898, and reports of Indian unreét were
flying far and fast. On October 12, St, Paul papers printed the dreaded
information that an anticipated Indian uprising was already in progress
at McGregor. Eugene C. Blanchard of the Northern Pacific at Barker
wired to Stn Paul that a woman living near the village of McGregor had
been driven from her home by two dozen painted Indians and that her

1
husband and her father were believed massacred.

Only a week had passed since the battle of Bear Island at
2

Leech Lake, in which a number of Indians and six soldiers had been
killed, Special guards had been sent to reassure the nervous settlers

3
around Bemidji and Cass Lake. From Fort Sheridan, Illinois, infantrymen

had been placed at the disposal of General Bacon to control the disturbance.

The St, Paul Pioneer Press, October 12, 1898, Aitkin Republican,
December 19, 1940, Mrs, P. Memmola and many other résidents of
McGregor and Aitkin, The story of the "Ihndian Scare" is well
remembered by many of the pioneers about MeGregor and is related
by them with little variation.

Minnesota Historical Collections, 3:273-288,

Minnesota Historical Collections, Aitkin Republican, December 19,
1940, 3:273-288,
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4

Now, it seemed, a full-scale massacre of settlers was about to begin,
The St. Paul office of the railroad at once offered to get men to the
scene of danger., From the village of McGregor word was flashed to Aitkin

that "old man McGregor™ had been killed.

In and near McGregor for some time there had been great un=-
easiness, Accounts of the trouble at Leech Lake had drifted down to

the settlers, and apprehension was felt that the Sandy Lake band would

join their fellows. A _smouldering—-feeling—of panic among the settlers
w1 AponK. IF =
¢~ )y was as tinder awaiting a metch, Q?u;qm&teh came from Mrs, Henry Lampert,

: e iy
2 N T e /!»-. aldh oA éa
a homesteader's wife. o Ftwes /0— { '

Out near Portage Lake, Henry Lampert had a claim and a cabin,
Ready cash was hard to come bz( and, as was the custom of many settlers
in the fall, Lampert had set out for the harvest fields of Dakota, leaving

his wife and two small echildren on the farm,

On & certain day in October, while Mrs, Lampert, who shared

the general anxiety regarding the Indians, was going-ebeut—the—duties
of-her farm cabin .she suddently heard blood-chilling cries., Then came

the sound of a shot. Then more hair-raising whoops. From her cabin
window she looked out on a sight that all but froze her. Indian warriors
decked in savage paint were stamping, one behind the other, in a cireling

dance,

be Reminiscenses: Mrs., P. Memmola, George Dodge, James E. Murphy,
McGregor, Minnesota, and others.
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Without pausing, Mrs, Lampert snatched up her two children in
her arms, dashed for the railroad a quarter of a mile to the north, and
flagged a freight train coming down the track, The engineer, with no
thought of Indians and knowing that a passenger train was close behind
him, merely thumbed toward the back to indicate that she should wait
for the passenger, But his thumb meant no such thing to the horror-
stricken woman. It meant that the Indians were coming and that, should
the engineer stop, the redskins would board the train, The caboose
disappeared up the track, and Mrs, Lampert fled after it., Half running,

stumbling over ties, bruised and exhausted, she covered the four miles

0
into MeGregor and poured out her story to an already overwgﬂught populace,

The station agent promptly telephoned to the dam keeper at
Sandy Lake to find out what the conditions were at the Indian village
there, No answer, The wires were down because of a recent storm, But
he did not know that, The thought flashed into his mind that the Indians
had cut the telephone wires and that the dam keeper was already dead,
The agent wired his suspicions to Duluth, Authority was wired back to
evacuate all of the people on the first train, This welcome invitation

was hurriedly and gladly accepted by many of the Italian settlers.

Before the passenger train reached MeGregor, the conductor
passed through the train ordering the people to pull down the window

shades and to lie flat in the aisle as they passed through the town,
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Such settlers as eieetﬁﬂ to remain in McGregor after the refugee train

pulled out barricaded themselves in "Speegle's™ store and all night

long poured lead bulligts for the impending attack,

By this time, the countryside was thoroughly aroused. Credi=-
bility had been added to Mrs. Lampert's story from another quarter. A man
walking toward McGregor from far out in the woods brought word of meeting
on the Prairie river two blood-stained hunters who told of an
encounter with Sand Lake Indians. The latter, the hunters said, had
gone on the war path with those of Leech Lake, Terror in the village

increased.

The village of Aitkin, hearing of the murder of "old man
McGregor" and the report in the St. Paul papers of the death of two
men, hastily organized a volunteer company, One citizen was dispatched
to ride through the night like a modern Paul Revere to warn the Swedish
settlers of the oncoming assault and to urge them to bring their families
into town, The night train from the ggst brought in a new posse of men

—

from the town of Carlton to help protect Aitkin in the uprising,

6
A peem written later by B. W. Gwathmey for a local paper

described how the news traveled,

5 Interview, Tony Spicola, East Lake, Minnesota.

6. The Aitkin Republican, December 19, 1940, reprinted from original
of 1898, James E. Murphy, and others, McGregor, Minnesota,
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"Swiftly now the messages climb

Over the wires of the N. P. Line,

Wilder yet into St. Paul rolled,

News of the demons uncontrelled,

Turning the blood of Bear Island cold,

Each yelling demon painted red

"0ld Man McGregor™ reported dead,™

When daylight came, the volunteers from Aitkin and the Carlten

posse sought out the spot where\zﬁcGregor“»;as reported to have fallen,
Here they found the Indians, Questioned, the warriors revealed that they
had indeed been at Portage Lake near the Lampert home. Yes, they were
whooping and they had been painted. They were, the Indians explained,
on their way b\/ the old Portage Trail to Mille Lacs to take part in an
Indian dance. Along the way they had killed a deer, and they were
celebrating this hunt when Mrs. Lampert saw them. The Indians went
on with laughter to describe how, when they saw Mrs, Lampert's fr)ight,
they thought it might be fun to frighten her some more, So they fired
their guns into the air once or twice., It was all a good joke on the

7
white people, they thought.

As for\?ZId man McGregor,"}Ze was, as was later admitted, no

more than a figment of someone's imagination. His untimely demise,
as well as that of the vietims reported in the St. Paul papers, proved
8

to be no more than the slaughter of a lone buck deer,

9
k1;01d Jiﬁrbuurphy well remembers this scare, He recalls that

"the Injuns had a trail from Sandy Lake to Mille Lacs goin' down by

7o The Aitkin Age, November 11, 1929, and remininscenses of pioneers.
8. The Aitkin Republican, December 19, 1940.
9. James E, Murphy, McGregor, Minnesota,
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Sandy river and through Davis, Round and Portage Lakes. A1l the tribes
=
used to have big dances, and the Injuns at Mille Lacs were havin' one then,

When they had these dances, the Sandy Lake band would go there, and then

when the Sandy Leke Injuns had one, the Mille Lacs tribe would go up.

"For these big dances, they always dressed by paintin! their
cheeks and wearin’ colored feathers, Before the dance begun, they would
beat the big drum eight days and nights. Never stopped. That was to call

the great Manito, their God.

"Mostly they called these medicine dances. Here the big chief
would get up and make a speech tellin' of his big deeds, tellin' how
many white men he had killed. Then another would get up and begin. They

would keep up these pow-wows for a week at a time.

"I've went to a hundred of these dances, I've heard 'em 'ki-yi'
tell I got damn sick and tired of it, The time they secared Mrs. Lampert,
they was only goin' on their way to a2 medicine dance and a-huntin' and

a=-feastin' as they went along."

Murphy remembers, too, how the lone wayfarer had met the two
hunters far out in the woods and how his story had corroborated that

of the homesteader's wife,

"There was two hunters," relates Murphy, "who was camped on the
banks of Prairie River about three miles from its mouth. There was this
man came along, sort of a foolish feller. You could tell him most any-

thin' and he'd believe it, Well, he was a=goin' on foot to McGregor through
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the woods and happened to come to where these two hunters was tented

that mornin’,

"This looney feller asked, *Where did you come from?' and as
a joke, they said Leech Lske, Which was a lie, They had just killed
a deer and their hands was all covered with blood. He said, 'What you
doin' with all that blood on your shirt sleeves?' They told him some

of the Leech Leke Injuns had come down to Sandy Lake, and now the Sandy

Lake band was on the warpath, too. The blood on their hands = they told

this feller, 'We just killed two Injuns and throwed'em in that crick.
We're a~goin' to Tamarack as fast as we kin', The damndest lie ever
told = somethin' like these Paul Bunyan yarns. This feller come to
McGregor and told how the Sandy Lake Injuns was on the warpath. Two

jokers, them hunters."
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WHERE THE BLACKBIRDS SING WITH DELIGHT.

The principal obstacle te the settlement and development of
the area south of JcGregor in—earlier—bimes was the low, flat, wet
condition of the land, Swamps, muskeg and water covered a portiocn
of the region, and it was subject to seasonal innundation, Often in
summer, rowboats could go over miles of the grounds and the islands

U sena dﬂ‘.(f\\éﬂ; doien ;Q)_,l(}l PN ol AQ w—etln

of prehistoric Lake Aitkix occasionally bscame—islends—again. As late

as 1902, a family living near McGregor used a rowboat in time of high
water to reach the village and moored their craft to the Northern
Pacifie switch,

It Qeemed to the settlers that drainage was the solution,
So an extensive system of ditches was undertaken? The result of such
drainage, however, was not always successful, Except in a few instances,

the meadowlands when drained were still unproductive, often deficient

in phosphorous or lime and subject to frosts, Alsg)after the water had

been to some extent drained off from the peat, the(éﬁb-dri%ﬁfmeadowlands

e e ‘\\g\ -;}
became a fire hazard of the first magnitude. '

The drained areas sometimes suffered profound changes. There
faa
was, for instancetﬁf.lake in section ten which once yielded a great amount

-

1, Records of drainage ditches, court house, Aitkin, Minnesota.
Various articles on the subject of drainage in the region,
from files of the Aitkin Age, Aitkin Republican. Interviews
with pioneers of McGregor.

Oscar Jesness, Utilization of Cut-Over Lands,
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of wild rice, Wild ducks flocked there by the thousands in the fall,
and about its marshy shores was an extensive cranberry bog from which _

a pioneer gatheredfgzgh tggfiéd—ef a cranberry reke in a single dﬁ, nine

sttt e s,

-one=hundred-pound sacks full of berrieéRGDThis—;ake-la&_nalledmﬁinaﬂLaka.

Drainage ditches broke down the muskeg reservoirs that kept the lake
water at a fairly even level. Now the rice, the ducks and the cran-
Py /o5 2N

berries are gone and even the name of the lake itself for it is today

3
descriptively known as Mud Lake,

4

About two miles southwest of MeGregor, the meadowlands pro-
duced for a long time a crop little thought of by the first settlers,
In the spring of 1900, the American Grass Twine Company of New York dis-

covered a natural resource here which they could use, a field of waving
Wee ¢ ofiomny «ékﬁ—t'»&uﬁ)‘{* 4040

wiregrass miles in extent. Feur—%haueand—and—#o:ﬁi acres were—purehased
and (operations beégn ™

A large warehouse, foreman's dwelling, cook house, blacksmith
shop and other meeded building were constructed. The grass was harvested
by hand, and at times of peak production-%‘if;;:dpad men were employed
with an averasge wage of two dollars ;:; day. The grass was cut by mowers

drawn by a team of horses wearing "bog shoes." For a day or so, it was

allowed to dry and then, when cured, was carefully gathered into bundles,

e Joe Gregory, McGregor, Minnesota, interview,
be Elner Strom, foreman, Crex Carpet Company, 1918-1937,
McGregor, Minnesota, interview.
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tied with a handful of grass or in later years with grass twine. The
invention of a mechanical turning device proved the greatest single

factor in the reduction of hand labor. Seventy-five men and eight

teams of horses were replaced by one man driving a tractor-drawn grain

binder with the grain-tying mechanism remcved, This device cut the grass,
turned it and laid it back on the stubble with the butts all even to
sun-dry. Then it was hand-tied. An automatic gleaner eventually

eliminated hand-tying.

v > i
<jz '3 / [ ¢

In 1914, the company re-cepitalized for £ina~millian-doll&¥s
as the Crex Carpet Company. By 1919, the meadows yielded nea;ly three .
thousand tons of grasiywhich was baled and shipped away to be woven into
rugs, and production held to about that figure until 1925. Then came a
sudden competitive pressure that was to undermine the industry and lead
to its almost complete abandonment. This-pressure-came-not-from-any
_expected-sourcey-but-from-fereway-Asia. In that year, the Japanese be-
came interested in the production of grass rugs and sent over a delegation
to study the methods used in the United States. The newxt—year, strong

Gt . RO Pl Ao
competition £pem-the—LittL35?goyn—mon—w&e—fe}%y—ené—wébh production costs

a steady decline in the industﬁzjbegen. By 1936, only a few tons

of grass were harvested, , The turning device and the "bog shoes" were a-
= /\‘ a/w(_
like unneeded E%EiCrex Company went into voluntary bankruptey:) Most of
> /
the buildings were razed and sold. The long, deep grass of the meadows
plovele wenlol, b ba /L,u'l* wag m
again 7 te-solution-to-be-of-use.to.the community,

To the south of the Crex grasslands, there is another extensive
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»
tract too low for profitable cultivation. This is the area about Big

Loy 08D
Rice Lake and the lands drained by Rice River. Here in amecisht days
were villages of the Sioux and perhaps of the mound builders; emd Indians
9
have always lived*fhere until the present timgtj There were reasons why

they choose this location, for Big Rice Lake contained acres of the finest

wild rice and was a veritable paradise for tfz\wild waterfowl.

:D/NB\K’M“&;\ M A
However, conditions changed, As it—hes—been—put: "The Indian
took the individual scalp but the white man took the scalp of the whole
continent?}} And as the region lost its scalp = the forests, the game
and the other natural resources = thought was given to saving certain

sections, unadapted to other uses, for the preservation of wild life and

forests,

g 7
L u\ 11 424 acres of land about B:Lg Rlce Iz'al«:‘g,i1 h&ve—‘&medﬂ%y

g7 e

£y —— @—1*“{—-

Z;Fhe federal governmentiasﬂrepreeented by.-the.Biological Survey. of -the

Interior-Depertment, HFurther acreage is to be acquired until the tract

S

Ui Ao u )

. A E'l 4 {
/}@/ RJO‘ iy \\waterfowl and a refuge for birds and wild game, \j%/“ -

1 rhnn \A*“l{ PR ’)“

igj.? }Qt{L‘(‘ )ff Jha Lw?\

V) ~ % 5+ Jacob V. Brower, Memoirs of Exploration in the Basin of the
il Mississippi, 4:13, Minnesota Historical Collections.

6. Ding Darling, in The Conservationist, May 1937.

Te Data on the Sanctuary for Waterfowl and the work of the CCC
camp: Franeis C. Gillette, Bureau of Biological Survey, 500
National Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Edward C. Knopp,
Refuge Manager, East Lake, Minnesota, also the officers of
Company 2705, CCC, East Lake, Minnesota.

contains about 16,000 acrgs, Of this approx1mat7%y 3000 acres are water.
4_ FRRRTI. AN - S ) O o /k/wprai’g(:&fw:a ad
i provide a feeding and resting ground forn?¥;
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There are several species of game birds within the tract, the
nad lacl_

most numerocus of which are the zphgH grouse and the Chinese pheasant.
There are alao: number of most of the animals common to the region -
muskrat, mink, beaver, raccoon, bobeat, black bear, coyote and deer,
About 100,000 waterfowl are estimated to find feeding and resting grounds
here during the year., Abundant grain is provided by the rice growing in
the large, shallow lake, and wild celery is plentiful. In winter, gravel
is placed in convenient places for game birds and cover of the lean=to
variety of brush or boughs is provided. On the former farms about the
lake some sharecropping is permitted, the farmer taking a portion and
leaving a portion for the game. The game refuge,—known—ae—the‘Rmee Lake -

T 7

= ;! 0
Nationel-Witd-LiTe Refuge, welcomes visitors, — . —z 0% Lot

sleti

A road has been built from highway 65, at East Lake, to the head-

AT |3
quarters of the camp, abou@jéggr1u§}~thnee-£gzé%hs miles west. It follows

the abandoned Soo Line track bed, where in places the rails are still visible,

o
AL ‘ Vf’L—/’[’ t .,J

u,¢* ﬁ%pkf The main camp is located on Indian Point near the ancient village site from
v

) /39

} 7 Y which all the Indians who lived*fhere until recently have been evacuated.

An office, garage, dwellings for refuge manager and patrol man, and an

observation tower have been constructed.

The principal work of the men employed here is to stabilize the

present water level; to this end a dyke one and a half miles long has been
oo A2 LB Vo
built across the Rice river valley and a water-control gatihplaced in the

i?gy,ti river., 5,000 eastern red cedar trees and 2,000 grape vines have been set
ILAL' oﬁglto provide food for upland game birdf} Fire lines and trails are being

s e ——
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built. A fence of four-strand wire some thirty-miles long is to be

placed about the area to discourage trespassing and prevent the ia- Aﬂ“fb¢ﬂ5£*

T~ oursten of domestic cattle,

In connection with the construction of the game refuge, a
CCC camp has been established on the north side of Rice Lake about
one mile from the refuge headgquarters. The camp's twenty acres ef—greund
furnish accommodation for 200 enrollees., The work pHSegseém of the CcCC camp
is coordinated with that of the geme refuge. CCC labor is used in the

" oL
P N d@"n

construction of buildingﬁﬂ dykes,'érail-making and other projects of the

Biological Survey.

oo Qganntr
To has alsc been given supervision of

the harvesting of wjld rice on Big Rice Lake, The great rice beds of
UJ“L*;& t{,ufq AL W02 C{,J_LL\,«; fan \-.-1: 02
Big Rice Lake are one of the reasons fer—the—lesatien-ef the refuge., The y
_S&'"vl\f s
gathering of wild rice is an important industry in Aitkin county. The \j/

finest wild rice in America is grown in Minnesota in the region from Mille

=N
Lacs to the Canadian border. Ferdumrﬂﬂnnnurjus1rpasﬁ;x19493, the har-

vesting was confined to thirty boats; amé about 25 tons of rice were
" Yo-tA-L W,
harvested and 2,500 poundsﬁgathered for seed. 214

8
The first white men to penetrate the region were impressed by
: o—o
the Indians' water=grown grain, in early days the main of

8. Information on ricing is found in Newton H. Winchell, Aborigines
of Minnesota, 590-595, Jacob V. Brower, Prehistoric Man at the
Headwaters of the Mississippi, Aitkin Republiecan, January 9, 1941.
Information on white methods from George and Vern Bailey, J. A.
and Cerl Lingle, F. Grey, Chauncy and B, Barrott, Dwight V., and
George Greer, all of McGregor and all of whom engaged in gathering
rice in the year 1940, Anthony Spicola, East Lake, Minnesota, rice
buyer, and others.
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T
most bands og\Indians.theTe. The whites did not participate in the
N
actual harvesting, however, until recent years. Throughout ol ?he
l/\/“ Acom,
period of white settlement, the Indlan was the sole gleaner, With—bhe-

et nton bo Aok e pues )
participation-of-the white men iﬁ~%tmriﬂﬁuﬁﬁb mmchanical methods of
finishing the—;&oo—é;;;~besa intreduced, &m? in general hand finishing
methods are being supplanted by the mechanical parching and packing.
To prevent abuse of the privilege of gathering rice, a state law has

been passed eppointing a wild rice commissioner whose duty it is to

set the date for the opening of the ricing season. A license is

required to gather rice and fem—the(state asa-whole 2,390§1icenses
A A

Asn
were issued £a=—%hgnyear 1940, The first mechanical threshing and
finishing in this area was done by Charles Wakefield and H. L. Benedict,
Now there are several such plants where green rice purchased from the

Indiens or whites is processed.

Wild rice is grown in a number of the north-central lakes but
probably at no place is to more important than at Big Rice Lake, Altheugh
uueh-has-entere&—inwtc*changw'thE“pEttern“of the Indian method of ricing

A (i ,i,., \{,,,_L ,ac Oy O_;O _,{»( AN N 2 & 0 SN G A "& ¢ j\
$t still raxaaas,»of a1 his activitiBSB_iha—eleeest relation of-his-
ancient history. It is the oldest industry in all the northwest regicn
with the possible exception of trapping, and even in its modern, modified

[ ot
aspect may—be-feund vestiges of the Indien's traditional communal life,

When the summer has waned and the fall winds begin to blow,
the rice is ripening. When the soft maple trees flame suddenly torch-
red in the green of the forests, it is monomini gisiss, Moon of the Gather-

ing of Wild Rice. Then for a brief time the Chippewa comes into his own
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. 4
Aiviqa 0.8 80—

For a few weeks in this northern region, the past .comes alive in the.
spresent., and in the harvesting of this native crop the ancient way of

the Indian has proved to be the best.

The method has varied little since it was first observed by

white men. Of the harvesting Charles Flandrau wrote: "In 1857 I visited
the source of the Mississippi with the then Indien agent for the Chippewas
and traveled hundreds of miles in the upper river. We passed through
endless fields of wild rice, and witnessed its harvest by the Chippewas,
which was a most interesting and picturesque scene. They tie it in
sheaves with a straw before it is ripe enough to gather to prevent the
wind from shaking out the grains, and when it has matured, they thresh

it with sticks into their canoes. We estimated there about 1000 families
of the Chippewas, and that they gathered about twenty-five bushels for
each family, and we saw that in so doing they did not make any impression
whatever on the erop, leaving thousands of acres of the rice tc the geese
and ducks, Our calculations then were that more rice grew in Minnesota
each year, without cultivation, than was produced in South Carolina as

one of the prineipal products of that state,"

Though the Chippewa had not learned to cultivate it, they had
learned to care for the crop which nature so lavishly provided. They
were prudent conservationists by tradition as well as necessity., One

of their legends relates to their care of the wild rice.
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The tribes had always been pursued by the spectre of hunger,

especially in the long7 cold winters when geme was scarce. So, it is
W‘ (g ‘ A ’}
said, on one occasion\theiﬁ medicine man had a revelation from the Great
A
Spirit, who teld him that the lakes and streams were filled with food,
R
INS
It was explained just how this food was to be prepared te eat,iand the
R.L-\)*ﬁf; e.-tm&,t::—--. ’\
ergere warned that no one should go near the plant until it should—be WA

pronounced ripe. The Manito's fury would fall upon the unlucky wedmen Tnoioan

who ventured to touch the plant before He had spoken through the medicine

man and declared it ready.

Thus, before and after each wild rice harvest, the Indiens
/3 5
joined in a solemn ritual, Tobacco was strewn upon the waters so that
ar

the Great Spirit might smoke in peace and the Indians harvest the crop
without offending the deityt) The-rite-of placatingthe Great Spirit
is_still*observed{’ Strings of willow, wee goob, are cut and the tobacco
for the God tied to them. Paddling among the ripening rice, the Indians
tie the wee goob te the sheaves of grain. This will calm the lakes,

quiet the thunder and permit the grain to ripen without harm,

o~
—

Like so many Indian rites, this elaborate ceremony hﬁd’a sound
basis in necessity, for the exaet time to start the harvest must be chosen
with care since a storm or a brisk wind cen ruin the crop in a few hours.

- \fﬁhatever the origin of the harvest may have been, its garnering hes con= |
\ [

\\
L‘»inued by methods little altered since before the dawn of history,

e e
/'./;* o ¢ -JJ //

ol B

qd_},‘, (n'\ lu.w-"
\ Koty 4" . */u/{‘.’;».’_ }

v,
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Even in the present-day setting, the native rice harvesting
holds some of the charm of long ago. A week or so before the crop is
likely to be ready, one or two Indians inspect the field and look over
the camp site., The grain field is the lake, shallow and muddy. In the
spring the rice shoots first appearody;n the mud bottom of the lake and
gs}“ rapidly to the surface, IFor a while the rice seems to lie flat.
on top of the water, but by midsummer no water is wvisible and all the
lake is shimmering green. In August the heads begin to form and the
grain ripens in two or three weeks, The advance scouts make their report

to the tribe.

Some urgency from the remote past seems to impel the Chippewa
to make this eannual fall pilgrimage., Nothing is allowed to interfere
with it, Neither engagement in business elsewhere nor years of school=-
ing break completely the lure of the bark covered wigwam on the banks of
miry lakes. They seek out the same spot where from time immemorial they
have camped, What matter if it is now part of a cow pasture? A certain

A 82
number of pounds of rice in—liew—ef rent and the grounds are theirs again,

(ﬁ/(:few at firsty they arrive at the camp groundqé/@?ﬁen in in-
ks ' > A
creasing numbers they gather from their homes, from the lakeshore%,and

towns and reservations, But no longer do they come on the calico pony.

They come in cars and the remnants of cars, driving lickety-split in any

direction and over any place that a horse could travel = over ruts, roots
f

and debris, and deep into the woods, whereever the space between the trees

will admit their passage, and luck seems to go with them,
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On the sedge and alder=-grown shore of the lake, they find their
ancient camp site. Winter snow has covered it for many months, and it
has been a stamping ground for cattle through the long summer days. For
a year the wigwams have stood deserted, structures of bent-over poles
tied together with thongs and looking not unlike upturned bushel baskets.

From the poles flutter strips of birch bark and shreds of tarred paper.

Now the wigwamfium with a great activity. Camp fires begin to
wink in the evening dusk, Smoke rises from a dozen places among the trees.
In quilts suspended between two poles, papooses swing contentedly. Boys
and girls race and shout. Dogs bark, Young braves slip intc the timber
to secure bits of desired birch bark, and over the smouldering camp fire

a college-bred young lady may (lamguidly stir the stew,

Until his death a few years ago, Chief Wadena was present for
the harvest, In keeping with his rank, he was often among the last to
arrive. Very calm, very fat, with a row of chicken feathers stuck in
hisiband, he would make a chieftein's progress to his hut., It was on
the highest and driest spot in the dark, wet woods., Some days before,
his wife had arrived, woven anew the bark bed and covered the bare poles

of the wigwam with bark and paper.

In the center of the encampement, today as in former days, the
medicine lodge usually stands, larger and more pretentious then the rest
of the wigwams. At one end the medicine man seats himself and the steady
roll of the tom=-tom begins, seldom to cease during the whole harvest, But

the drum no longer beats out the councils of war or peace, It marks, instead,
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it seems,the course of the never-ending card games played by the light

of the camp fire.

After the huts have all been covered, pits are dug by those
who intend to stamp out their own parched grain instead of selling the
rice green, The rice holes are usually sbout the width and depth of a
large bucket, Two poles %&giﬁg-three feet high are erected at one side
of the pit and a pole is tied across the top of them for a handlebar.
In earlier days the holes were lined with bark, but the Indians now
find bark so hard to get that other linings have been substituted. Push

poles for the boats are also made ready. At last the word is given, and

the harvest is under way.

The women do much of the actual work of gathering the rice.
This is a delicste business to be done with care. A certain amount must
fell into the boat; a certain amount = but not too much = must be allowed
to fall back into the lake for reseeding, A canoe or narrow boat is pro-
pelled through the tall, thick rice beds by means of a long pole on the
end of which is a crotch about a foot in width. Generally the man stands
forward in the boat, pushing the forked pole down into the muck of the

S
rooi?of the rice plant and giving the pole a half twist to secure a
slight foothold for propélling the boat, Hand over hand on the push

pole, he then drives the boat forward,

As a boat creeps ahead, the squaw, seated in the bottom near the
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center with a stick about two feet long in each hand, reaches out
with one stick and draws the sheaf of rice over the side and with
the other flails off the heads in a stripping motion., The grain
from first one side and then the other is gathered as the man keeps
the boat in slow and steady motion, Only a few kernels of rice on
a stalk ripen at one time, thus the field may be gone over again and
again until most of the grain is garnered. The rice hulls as they
fall into the boat, have long barbs and, falling upright, give a

boatload of rice something of the appearance of a coco mat.

The green rice is carried to the camp, sometimes in birch
bark baskets called mokoks, If it is to be sold green, it is sacked
for the rice buyer, But before it is ready for market, it must be
parched and threshed, The whites do the parching in a drum, which

rests over a fire and rotates on a shaft, A door in the side of the

drum permits the rice to be placed in it and removed when parched,

Then it is threshed, The—thrasher used by the whites—is—amachine

somewhat-like-the—percher; The thresher used by the whites is a machine

somewhat like the parcher, but in this case the drum is stationary with
a series of rubber—tipped!{;nge?%:;;;iée attached to the shaft. This
is driven at high speed, often with a pulley and belt arrangement on
the #e=} wheel of an old automobile, causing the meoden fingers to

beat off the parched hulls, A common fanning mill completes the process,

But parching and threshing are still done often enough by the
Indian method, After the grain has been spread to dry for sometime

and is considered ready, it is placed in a metal tub or other container
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and set over a hot fire., The rice is stirred continually with a
paddle or pole to prevent burning until it is brittle enough to be
threshed, The thresher, usually a young man, wearing a pair of new
moccasins but sometimes barefooted, partly fills one of the rice

holes with the parched rice and jumps into it. He grasps the cross-
bar at the top of the two poles fixed beside the pit and Begins a sort
of dance in the mahnomen. The rhythmic stamping continues for a half
hour or so, then the grain is winnowed and returned to the pit, and
the dance begins again. This stamping and winnowing is repeated until
the grain is pronounced ready to store in mokoks, or to sack. The
first rice of the season ready for eating is properly esteemed and

is shared by all in celebration. When the harvest has been c ompleted,

the families, one by one, pile their belongi%g together and clatter

away toward home, Some may linger for several days or a week to
finish parching or threshing, but at last all are gone. The bare
skeletons of the wigwams are again left to await the coming of another

harvest.,

The opportunity to sell rice green probably first attracted
the white ricer, for a short season's work brought good returns. By
1940, there were but one-third as many Indians as whites engaged in
ricing. The ingenious but charmless hervesting carried on by the
whites has not completely destroyed the Indisn's method, however, At
Big Rice Lake, whites were excluded in the 1940 season except for the
parching and threshing part of the process. No means have yet been
devised that will gather the rice, preserve its tender shoots and
allow for reseeding at the same time like the ancient flail and canoe

of the Chippewa.)
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