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Vacation land of the north, e lend of jowelelike lakes, of game

end fish, of pilne and fur, the land of wigmelgemiz, the bireh berk cemp, and

of Paul Punyene-this is the country of the MoGregor lakess A rogion, too, of
wide bogs and blueberry mershos, broken Ly hay and sedge=covered meadows, orisse
(|

erossed by sluggish streamss A reglom of youthful vigor which had not lost the

signs and spirit of its romantic pasts

forld history often turns on the oconquests and defeats of warriors,
the policies of heads of states the operations of ceptains of industrye Dut
history ies not alweays mede by personss Sometines it is defined by geography,
and ihe physical pecullarity of a place froquently proedetermines its subsequent

historye The MeUregor lakes section offors en almost perfooct example of thie

processs Thousands of years before it had humen inhablitants, nature, meker of

geography, had set the stage and outlined nuch of the story of those who were

lator destined to live heres

“he location of this regiom was unique in seversl wayss It centers
around what was & necessary point of passage for all the early peoples who had,
perforee, to travel by weter across what is now northern Minnesotee lere was
the watershed or height of land between vast areas of commoree, the place where
the waters draining to the Great Lekes~St. Lawrence besin and those of the Misse
iesippl systam most closely approach ench others It was natural thet for counte
loss centuries it should be the passagevny for water-travelers; since they cerried
their boats and belongings on their beocks between rivers, distance from water to

vater was very lmportent to them, and they sought always the shortest routes
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Here, too wore lakese OSince pre~history, these bright, cool depths
hed furnished subsistence for primitive pecples Fish were theirs for the taking,
and on the shores were birch, spruce, pine and temarsack, the materials for cone
structing their hutss Other lakes were here also, the dark, shallow ones that

in the fell were fields of wild rice, the folle avoine of the French traderse

These, as much as any other feature, influenced the savages to settle heres

Another factor in the history of the MceGregor country wes the fure
bearing animals thet supplied food and clothing for the aborigines and excited
the merchante of Suropes Now the forest tracts provide sefe refuge for deer,
which, driven by the pioncer's plow from their native habitat in the southern
part of the state, have migrated and multiplied in the cutwover land of tho northe
In these woods, the black bear still gathers his meal of berries or fish and
oyes the sheep pasturess IThe unhappy porcupine still complains. About the
shores of muddy lakes, thousands of muskrats each year build their own model

of the wigweme Along the watercourses, mink and weasels take sharpeeyed strollse

Fadlsson's orinmsc, the shy and clumsy moose, is now rarely seem, but brush wolves

are plentiful and meke life an unemsy adventure for the frolicking snowshoe rabe

bit and smaller ereatures of the woodlands,

It vas & natural dwelling place and has been peopled since before the
coming of the Indianss As its adventages brought primitive men at an early date,
80, too, it weas among the first spots reached by while explopers of the northe
wests ILven before Father Hemnepin found the Falls of St Anthony, s white men
was traversing the Savenna Portages Sendy lLake was spoken of ae o plece of ine
portence, along with la Polute and Saulte Ste Merio, while 5t Paul and Minnoae

polis were still unimagined towns of the futures
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Several decades have passed gince this region beceme a summer
tourist havens Ocores of resorts now enliven the shores of its lakess
There are hotels, cabine and all types of cemp scoammodations for vaca=
tionistse DPeaches and playgrounds, boats with guides to the fishing grounds,
all facilitios that contrilbute to the comfort and pleasure of the summer

visitor are provideds

In the autum, ducks and wild peme drew orowds of hunters. Ilere
are pleasant farms where considerable dairying ie carried ons IExcellent roads
wind over the hills end through tho meadowss In the winter, quantities of

timber are shipped off the fringes left from the great logging dayse Bee

twoen this present ploture of the region and the past, many things have

happeneds

Much of the story has never been tolds In the files of libreries
lie the fading lotters of the early missionaries to the Indians, correspondence
between the old Northwest fur Company snd its farflung trading posts, the lede
gors and account bLooks of loggers, and soraps of weaningful paper, resurrected
and labeleds Mumberless artlcles have been carefully preserved: buckskin suite
and broken pots, copper knives and sacred rattles, paddles and axe~hoadse These
are the tokens of man's life and setivity in this countrys Plecemeal the record
mey be assembled, warp from here, woof from there, woven together illuminated by
imagination and to tell a storys A tale of Indians, adventurers and explorers,

gay voyageurs, and coureurs de bols, treaty makers, timber oruisers and detere

mined settlers.

The prefece to the story of the region was written in its geclogie

youth, when tho awlift Sts Louls river diverted the waters of the Cloquet from
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the Mississippl into lake Superiors CSo was formed the Sevemne Portage, that

streteh of ground where the two great river basine all tut join each others

The Indisns lmew the portage and guided over it the first fur traders
and explorers snd, in their weke, the first missionariese This trail, now sunk
in the ooze of more than a century, overgrown with temarack, epruce nnd swap
alder, was e main artery of travel for two hundred yearss Dut the steamboat
axid the railrosd secaled the doom of the portage, and it had almost disappeared

vhen it was recently uncovereds

The Sevanna Portage was the way "to reach the west and ultimately
the Pacific by the most approved route."” Over it, for gonorations, came supplies
and gowgaws for *g;l.e redmen, and down it, in payment, came furs and more furse
Thousands end thousands of rich pelts, bundled in "pieves” of seventy=-{ive to
a hundred pounds, slung in a portage collar upon the back of & vovareur or

Indian, passed over the Savanmne It saw the rise and fall of a huge industrys.

Deep in the swempland, down under the black muck, e searcher may still
find /1‘;: temarack logs placed there Ly the "0ld Nortwests" Along the trail's
boggy course, there may yet remain the skeletoms of wrecked cenocese Somewhere
along the sogry passagewny, e traveler even now cen hear the splash of the beaver,

the muffled drum of & ruffed grouse, and in luegination an eerie echo, "Level

Leveld™ « the voyageur's orye

it was jJust four centuries ngo that the Spaniard Do Sota first looked
upen the Kississippie From that tine onward, efforts wore made by white men to
reach the upper rivers Dut it was almost one hundred and fifty yesrs before

that happened, and it was not the Spanish soeking & route to the "Western Sea,"
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but the French, who finally resched its The French came from a different
direction and for anothor reasans IThe beaver had been discovereds The finde
ing of that etrange little enimal deeply affected the history of the world,
for the subsequent development of the fur trade was fundemental in the settlee

memt of Canada and the woste

o soconer had the French learned that Spein hed remched a new world,
than thelir ships wero on the high seas bound for the same places Ihey began

trade at once with the Indieans whom they enscuntered slomg the seashores FProe

sently they ventured into the interior and found mere natives slong the 5t,

lLawrence and the Ureat lekes, sncestors of the Chippowm, who rommed over a wide
territory and used the beaver for clothing and foode “They wore no other eclothes
than a moose skin or & beaver robe, which consists of five or six skins sewed
togothors™ The French gave them guns, irenware, hatchets and elothing to en=

courage them to hunt the beaver,

“he Iroquois Indiems, who wore the bitter foes of the Chippews and
waged continual war against them, finally drove them westwards The Frenclmen's
purses elsc felt the pinch, ms the Iroquois closed cne after ancther of the
watorways and furs dwindleds 5o when the Chippewm huntemen were forced farther

inland for safoty and furs, the French traders followed thems

Before this time, around the quiet rosches uf the upper Nissiselppi,
the Sioux Indiens had made thelr homess They hed forced out or assimileted an
earlier pecple who dwelt in huts and left evidence of thelr cccupation in hundreds
of scattered moundse The westward fleeing Chippows encroached at longth on the

hunting grounds of the Sioux, end a bloody contest bogan thet was to lsst for
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generationse The Chippews, armed with ‘remch puns, were successful in driving
thelr enemy out, and they themselves sottloed down about Sendy lake and neay its

surrounding waters,

The fur trade, steadily developed by the Frenmoh, prosently attracted
the Britishe The Mudson's Bay Company was organized to engage in the trades
Wars between Ingland and Frence spread to the new world; and defeated in Purepe,
Prance ceded to inglend Canada and eastern Louisisne, which included the upper
Miselssippl regione For a time, territory shifted from French, to Spanish, to
Pritish rule, and finally to American ownerships The French retired fram the
trade in the area, and the British entrenched themsolves in their fur trading

postas

Undep the Dritish, fur trading in this section reached ite peaks

The Northwest Mur Compeny built s fort on Browm's Polnt in 1794 which besome

the hub cf the enormous fur trede on the upper Rissiseippl and flurished until

1812, By Jay's treaty of 1794, the British had agreed to give up all posts that
wore held on iAmerican soil, and this did result in the removal of their importent
Urend Portege Post to Fort Willisms DBut there was no change at Sandy Lakos
British flage and medals continued to win Indien friendship, and t}» boundary

vas an uncertein thing, genorally disregarded,

Although the Horthwest Campeny was powerful, it did not have an une
challenged monopoly of the trades Rivals sprang up from time to tine,but it
was genorally abdifto oust them or buy them cute In 10805, the Americans began
to show some interest in this rioh industry and sent Zebulon Pike, an army
officer, up the Mississippi from 5te louis to investigates In 1000, the newly
orgenized Americen FPur Company sent its traders into the regiome The Ameriocsn

and the Northwest both comtinued to trade, fomming at times a united organizations
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But during the Nay of 1812, with both sides trying to win the support of the
northwest Indisns, the fur trade fell to one=fourth of its former volumes

The war brought about the collapse of the Epitish fur regive.

The imericen Fur Company succeeded as the dominant organization in
ho porthwests &t first it conmtimued the trading post which had been bullt
on Brown's Point, but sometime between 1820 and 1832, the first end second
visits of Henry Schooleraft, the post was moved to a point neer the outlet
of the lake into Sandy Rivers It bocame the center of the fur trade for all
the uppeyr Missiseipple Agents sssembled here te geot supplies; Indian hunters
wore dispatched to the forests; oxplorers and surveyors and publiec men visited

the Smandy leke post and were enterteined by the staff in charges
J L e

Williem Adtkin, who had come to Minnesola years before ms & boy, wes

put in commend of the Americen Mur Company's Fond du lac depertment, with head-
quarters as Sandy leke, soon after it was taken over fram the old !iorfhweato
An influontisl man, Altkin was equally at emge in the company of scientist,
politician or savage chief, the friend of governors end of red trappers, a
pelished rentleman with two Indian wivess Iio led the life of a foudal lord

at Sandy lake during the successful reign of the American Fur Company, end

for over twenty years his word wns practically the law of the lands

Many men of interost or influence lived for a time at Sandy lake, or
passed through the areas JAmong the personalities whose lives touched this
rogion were two representatives of the first Negro family in Mimnesctas The
Dongas were the descendants of n Viest Indies slave end a Chippews womane In
sige snd strength they were veritable gilents, and it was Ueorge Bonga who

traced down the slayer of cne of Altkin's sons and delivered him %o the
authoriticss The trial of the rmrderer was the first oriminal court trial
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undeyr the territoriel law of Visconsine

¥ore than a century ago, the first missionary ceme to Sandy lakes

le was Frederick Ayer, who believed that eoducetion must supplement the gospel

in helping the heathen to salvations The first school, cutside of Fort Snelling,
in what is now the state of Minnesota wms organized by him at Sandy lakes Many
herolo missionaries fallmduhyar'a footsteps hores Often they wore the redmen's
only friend, protecting him against certain grasping olements emong the whites,
and they supplied him with food and medical cere s well as the Christian tostae
ments Thelr story of hope and misgivings, of highehearted labor and hopeless

surrender to cliroumstances, lives in the scattered pages of writing left by thems

A day eventuslly ceme when the beaver, upon whose eilky pelt all the
grsal slructure of the fur trading industry had been built, began to grow scarces
The seemingly endless supply of fur failed under the presistent, reckless des=
truction of the furebearing enfmales The diminished trade was not profitables
Ihe posts foll wacant, and for a time Jandy lake was left again to the Chippevae

Put not Tor long,

|
About the time the misslonary perj0.d came to & close, o previously

neglected resource suddenly became valuebles In the esstorn states, the foreste
were thiming out, while in towns all through the iiseisaippi velley noweomers
waited impatiently for the lumber with which to build their housess At the same
time, magnificent pine forests, untouched by the axe, blanketed all northesstern
limosotas Such a situation, in that dymamic day, could have btut one outuomo,
Tinber cruisers and loggers by the thousands came trooping in, and a new ine
dustry took over the regions Of this perdod, Jim Hill wrotes "Even as late as
1856, when I first came here, it was thought that Minnesota was it for little
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else then lumberin: "

Howhere in liinnosota were there richer pine forests then about the
upper reeches of the Mississippie Lumbering was begun here by Joe Libby, and
fram the time he oame with his ox~team, plodding through the roadless wilders
ness, there wes no cessation of the chunking axe and the ringing saw for over
@ half centurye In thelr haste to secure the best of the timberlands, little
enough discretion vae used by the lumbermene MNeny were merely speculators,
bent on acquiring land in one way or enother to resell to somecne else and

realise a profit, then move ons

Still, the lumbering period was one of solid progress as well as
swoaty heroics and mighty feats of daring with bobsled and plokpoles To ride
6 log end direct a drive down the Missiseippi required coursge and skille Tales
of Paul Bunyen were reteld end embellished and invented, while out of the rogion
rolled millions upon millions of feet of matohless virgin pines Sewmills and
deme were builts Little settlomenmts began to cluster arcund thems Then came

& fow ploncer fermers whose eyes were set hopefully on the soile

Govermment agents and scmetimes politiclans negotiated & wuccession
of land treaties with the Indienss Bit by bit and acre by more, the treatics
took the Indisn's lend awey from hime In its place he was siven cash, timbore
land, and reservationss The eims of justioe were not seldom defeated in the
consunmation of these treatlesy oe the Indian's authority difinished, his cone
sent to a treaty was oftem & foregome ocomclusiome Resentmenus smouldered, and

in 1808 there was a last effort at resistances The country abcut braced it

self for what looked like certain massacre, but the Sandy lake Chippewm took

no part in the abortive uprisinge
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it was in 1870 that the decisive break with the past was made in

the nortlwoodse In that year, the Northernm FPacific railroad came throughs
Before, travel had been almost entirely by boate Only an cccmsional ox-tosm

labored up the Mississippi toteeroad, end there were no other roadss How,
however, sottlements sprang up here and thepes In 1801, the most important,
- MoGregor, was settled Ly Italimn immigrent homesteaders snd a fow Frenchmens

Shortly after, others moved in, mmong them former lumbermen who had logred

for many years in the regions

The steamboats snd the railrosd arrived almost simultenecuslys After
the first trip of the Pokepgsma, stesmboats began reguler runs as far es the foot
of the Thundering Bapids, now the site of the village of Grand Repidse These
boats were mostly sternwwheolors carrying freight end pessengerss Sometimes
as meny as a hundred people and fifty tons of freight were peoked on & steame
boat for the trip up the rivers The best lmown of the stecmers was the Andy

Gibson, which made a record run in 1885 from Aitkin to Grand Repids a}zd back

in thirty-seven hourse Steamboats were for years the only means by which the
upper river could be reacheds They towed log rafts, carried piemic parties

on excursions, took the ploneer farmer to his olaim, hauled supplies for the
loggers, end oven, in cme instance at least, provided a homeymoon trip for a

palr of newlywodss

Rond building started soon after the coming of the railreads In
many places, roads and ditches were built side Ly sides Jettlers gradually
filled the reglon surrounding leGregor, several villages were built, scme
farms developeds OSettlers fram the Scandinavial countries and from Finland,

attracted by liberal hamestesd laws, moved ine The frontier was pushed farther
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back when now country was opened up by the laying of the Soo Line reilroads
Several toms appeared slomg its route, and lumber camps wore ostablished

and wood products shipped outs

‘he yoars following made swifter chengese Cood roads were Luild

in almost all the NolOregor areas Telegraph sorvioce, telephones, electric

ights and bus transportation brought the modern world te the sections The
lush meadows pive rise to the short-lived "wiregrass” industrye Faming with
diversified crops such as clover, potatoes, alfalfa and flax has proved profite
ables In gemernl, though, the section has reeporded grudgingly to the demands
of the farmer, and the elaborate diteh building progrem to drain the lends for
cultivation has not met with sucoosss Much of the reglon is otill essentially
& forest and game refuge area, slthough, where the soils are adapted for it,
there are fine farms and deirying is profitables In some instencos, wet snd
unadsptable fam lands have been returned to the stete or federal govermment
to be used for tree and game pmmﬁaa. A number of such conservation projects

are established in the regions

Somo remmants exist here of most of tho fopmer rescurcess Ihere are
etill colonies of beever, espeelally more numercus in recent yearse Trapping

is still profitable when onrried on locally as a sideline for the farmer and

is under the direction of the Gopartment of Conservations Lumberin: furnishes

6 living for many,

Dut much of the activity of the region is now conneoted with recroation,
Part of the famous Arrowhead country, the section 1o within ome of the most
femous resort areas in /mericas As o vecation ground, a favorite region for
hunters and fishormen and summer visitors, 1t will continue to grow and develope
The long story of the MeGregor lakes region writton by nature is not campleted,
only a new chapter has been beguns




The MeOregor lakes country may, perhaps, be thought of as relatively
news DBut this recently settled country, like the rest of Kinnesota, has had
& long paste At least five hundred million years of it} Within the state
are the oldest formations in t&e world, the prehistoric granites. and the
youngeet, the glacial deponits:

These first lands were built up in a period of tremendous voleanie

aclivitys MNountain ranges rose, were destroyed and rose againe Yarm secas

covered the lande Dut millions of yoars ago, these seas disappeared, leaving

Plains to dry in the sune Thus land wae formed, much like the present, with
3
hills end valleys but without lakes,

lext, fram the north, the west and the east, great ice sheets moved

Four times the glaciers, hundreds of miles
4

in extent, pushed and pround down over this reglons Across the surfece of the

in eand covered the face of the lands

landscepe wers strewn boulders, soils and countless tons of other debriss Dee

twoon each of these invesions of lce, thousands of years passed during which
b
the gleciers roceded and vegetation returned,

de

le Louls H, Powell, Around a Ceologiec Clock in Minnesotas
Einnosota Listory Wagasine, Vols 10, June 10954, Minceeocta Historiesl
Society, Ste Peul, p. 141,

Ze Powell, G shg Clock, 16: 142; Charles Richard Van Hise and Kenneth
Lelth, The Ceology of the lake Superior Region, Uhited States Geclogical
“urvey, Govermment frinting UITige, 1911 ps 274

Se Powell, Geclogie Clock, pp.lés-146,

de Daniel L, W s Th® Story of the North ster State, Webb Publishing
Company, 5te Paul, second edition, p. 55.

Oe Williard, North Star State, 147; FPowell, Ceoclogie Clock, 147,
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One of these, the Labrador glacler, sdvancing through the lake
Superior basin, reached as far as the present towns of MeGregor and I;’.ocmt;hf
1t brought e pinkish drift without limestone end spread it over the aress
From the west, the Leewntin glacier brought grey drift that overlaps the pink
between Helregor and Lawler.z ¥illlons of amcres of ice filled the Rainy river
velley, and this great mass rolled over tho continental divide past the present
Grand Bapids and as far as Aitk,in? As the ice melted, ridpges end hills of

glacier=borne drift made dams for the melting ice waters

Graduslly a great lake collected, lake Altkin, which was twenty=five
miles wide and extended for about fifty miles from the mouth of the Swan river
to the morth edge of Crow “ing county? All of the Molregor lakes regionm,
except for n few islands, was under the waters of this huge lake for a thousand
yearss Then the last of the glaciers melted eway, and the Mississippi river,
carrying tons of ice water, began to cut into the drift-formed bank of leke
Altkine Finally en outlet near the present town of Brainerd was wern through,
end the waters of lake Aitkin flowed into the river and were carried down to
the Gulf of Laxionzo

The landscape of this region wms scarred end altered by the gleciers

with hills end velleys and streame but most of all with lakes. Once lakeless,

it has today more then two hundred lakes of which Sendy lake is the largests
1
All are creatiocns of the glacial ages Peat bogs or swemp lands now cover

Williard, North Gtar State, 67
Williard, Worth Star vtate, 57
Williard, North Ctar State, 166
Williard, Yorth Star ctate, 190

Powell, GooIog Te CIouE! 147y Williard, North Star State, 181
Powell, Geologic Uloek, 181
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the mud bottam of venished lake Altkine Certain of these swemp lends have
the ground water level sc nesr the surface that trees cennot tale root in

thess Thousands of mores are covered with rank gress and sedgess The
12
"Crex" grasslends nesr MeGrogor and lensford are such treeless swemps.

The old leke bottom from Hill City to Palisade and MoGregor contains many
13
extensive svamps,

There wore islands in lake Aitkin, and Pelisede stand on one of the
14
smallest of thems The anclent gravelly beaches of lake Aitkin, rising

‘mbove the surrounding lowlands, have also determired the sites of several
towmse Around Melreger, a glaciel outwesh plain, submerged and worked over

: 15
by the waves of a shallow bay, formed send bars that remained es sendy islands

in the pest bog which succeeded the lakes The tomn of MeGregor is located on

such & gravelly bars lansford is on a island's beachs The Northern Pacific
; 16
Bailroad runs fram island to island between the two towns.

17
The altitude of Molregor on its lake-washed sand pPlain is 1,264 feot,

This send plain reaches as far ss Orayling, where the beach ridge is very broad
18
and highs To the north, the shore line of the 0ld lake is now submerged in

gwamp and bog snd is difficult to finde A bey of Lake Altkin extended to the
4 19
town of Hast Leke which stands on the ancient beache The zlaciers left in

126 Williard, North Star State,
13, '\'1115.!1!‘61' Horth Ster “tate

4 Wi1llapd, Worth Star Diate,
16¢  Williad, Worth DEer Stats,
16  Williard, Yorth Dtar State
17« = Willlard, North Biar Dlate,

18e Williard, North Star Stete

15, ¥illierd, Yorth Star State,




this region many hills of drift called morainess Vest of lLawler is e moraine
two miles wido:-ao

Besides modifying the surfece of the land with hills and lakes, the
glaciers had a profound effect upon the soilss Climatic varlations through
the ages brought chenges, toos £z the ice advanced, trees and othey plant
life retreated before ity as the placiers melted, the vegoetation again crept
northwards Docause of this, many hardwood trees have been found far south
of thelr usual latitude, and the pines migrating nortiward are mixzed with the
hardwooise The advance and retrest of the glaciers heve alse determined the

21

bird, fish and animel lifes

There is one matursl feature of the Molregor lakes region that is

significent above all others for the part it played in the early history of

'

the sections This is the Savarme Portage, a stretch of hill and swamp
conneoting the drainege basing of the Mississippi snd the Oreat lelkess The
removel of the welight of the great gleciers caused a change in the surface
"level,” & warping, tilting and folding in the reglonm; & central height of
land eroses Whore the jce lingered longest in the lowlends to the enst, the
land tended to dip castwards West of the central height wes the Missiseippis
Fram the divide then, tho Ste Louls river flowed castward to the Oreat Lokes,

while Sandy Leke drained west snd south to the Hississippis

20, Williard, North Star State, 230, 244, 368,

2le Powell, Gedloglc Clook, 142,

22, Lewrence Martin, The Pleistocene, in "The CGeology of the lake
Superider Regiom,” U, U, Ceological Survey, Charles Ven Hise
end Kennth Leith,, oditors, Uovernment Printing Office, Wiashington,
De Co. 1911, PPe 427.4’15.‘}4‘:}.




Srosion continued after the glacisl peroid, changing

o

end shortening

the distence betwoen the two drainege systomss “*he swiftly flowing St

Louls extended its hesdwntors westsmrde In time, it encountored the slow

moving Cloquet river and the Bast Sevarma rivers These two streams s 1t e

a3

considered probable, were once pert of the Miesissippi syetem. The pirate
Ste louls captured them, together with a little stream at the head of the
reirie river, and turned them all eactwerd to flow into the Ureat “olkess The
reversal of these etroams lessened the portage distance botwoen the S5te Louils
river and Sandy Lakes So here, whem the world was young, thousands of years
before man appesred, e nstural passagewsy wes established for later trade and

24
transportetion between the Oreat lakes and the Mississippi.

Charles Richard Van Hise and “ommeth Lcit‘m, fhe Geology of the
lake uperior ! e:ion, »,. Se Ceological Suprvey, Govermment Frinting
r‘c. hash S0y e '-v. 1-«111‘ Pe 1-;\.'1

Frofessor Iwing, L. dart, The Geologic Uri =in oi‘ um Sgvanna and

tho Prairie River Portages, ¥
Mstorical © ocIet‘,y, maemscr 1882, p. 403.




History does not name the first inhabitants of the Sandy
lake region, although much haes been learned of their lives and customs
from the mounds which they lefte There are thousends of these strange
earthworks scattered about the state, btut who built them or what their

purpose was is still obsouros

lany mounds exist in the Molregor lakes countrys Irower,
the geologist, mapped end described & grvup of one hundred and eightye
8ix at lake Bromley, now Mendy lake, rear Limberly; they were along the

bluffs overlooking the swarp through which the Rice river {lowss On the

south side of the small stream uniting Dam Lake and Long lake, three curious

parallel ridges were disocovered; in 1907, excavetion in cne of them dise
closed a very anclent slull, Xany relics of prehistoric times acs well as

pottery, Imife blades, hatchets and other items of later origin have been

2

found along the northesst shore of Dem leles

Hear the Nississippl, on the Sandy river, where a number of
dome=like mounds were exammined, arrow heads, lance points ard copper orna=
mente have been uneartheds ©Some sharp pointed poniards with shallow grooves

for handles were among the articles founds Vhen the government dam was

le Newton II, Winchell, ed., The Aborigines of Minnesota, The Pioneer
Company, Ste Paul, Minnescta, 1011, Pps D4C~040s

2e liinchell, Aborigines, pe 546
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built across the Sandy river, a copper spear head nine inches long end
other artifacts were brought up from the river bottom mud:.5

Crescents of native copper have also béen uncovered, probably
1ike the savages' ormements desecribed by Radisson: "Their ears are pilerced
in five places==the holes so big that your little finger might pass through,
They have yallow waire that they meke with copper, made like a starr or a

4
half moone, and there hang it."

The mound builders venisheds lerge Sioux villages were about

Sandy lake when white men first penetrated the regions Iradition seems to
: 5
indicate that they migrated there from other sections before 1600, and that

no other tribe had seriocusly disputed their claim to that hunter's paradise.

The Sioux were fierce warriors, feared and respected by their
enemiess As early as 1642, the French had heard of theme Some thirty years
later, Marquette cbserved that "there are certain people called Nadouessi,
dreaded by their neighbors, and although they only use the bow and arrow
they use it with so much dexterity that in a moment they £ill the airs In
the Parthian mede, they turn their head in flight and discharge their are
rows so rapidly that they are no less to be feared in their retreat than in
thelr attacksss They dwell on the shores of, and about the grest river

6
Meseipi, and number no less thean fifteen populous towns,"

Winchell, Aborigines, p. 349
Winchell, ATTFITINGS, pe 496
Williem WatTs ToIwell, A.History of Mimmesotas Minnesota Historical
Soclety, 1924, 1:61.
Winchell, Aborigines, pe 522
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The Chippowa, also called the Ojibwe, came laters The ances=

tors of the Chippewa dwelt ebout the St. lewronce, where they were the
first %0 engage in the fur trade with the Frenchs Searcity of fur and
disastrous wars with the Iroquois forced them to seek & new home farthor
inlanle As the Chippews retreated westward, the Fronch fellowed them

and in the interests of the fur trade contrived temporary truces between
them end the Sioux upon whom they were encroachings During such a lull

in hostilities, the Chippewn gained a foothold at la Pointes This was about

8
1692,

From la Fointe, Chippewa warriors mede excursions into the
interiors The first assault upon the Sandy Lal‘m Sioux, oeccurred arocund
the middle of the eighteenth century and came about, aecording to Chippewn
legend, through an innocent journey of e Chippewa and his squaw, Ihmting
for game westward from the region of Fond du lac, they csmped onme night in
the vielnity of Sendy lekee While the women prepared to cook their meal,
the brave went some distance beyonds From a hill, through an opening in
the trees, he noticed two looms with their wings set to alight and knew
that meent thay were over waters lis vemtured a little wvay onward, came
out upon & hilltop and there below him saw Sandy lakes Clustered the length
of a semi-civeular sandbar commecting the mainland with e long peninsula

wore the buffalo~hide tegpees of the Siouss

winchell, Aborigines, ps 523, Jacod V. Brower, (Memoirs of

Explorations in the lLasin of the Kississippi) Kathio, Sts Paul,

1901 Frederick Webb Hodge, ed. s Handbook of Amerlcan Indians,
+ Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin Vos & R s De .

Folwell, Minnesota, 1180, William Warren, A History of the
Qgibwmﬂ Kinnesote Historieal Collections, Gi1l07, Winehell,

28

borigines, pe &
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Dack to his squaw the brave rushed and, extinguishing the
camp{ire, the couple fleds But they were too late, “;’}tla'a::okc had be~
trayed their presence, and their enemies were already in pursuits The
Sioux overtook and killed the brave, but the squaw escaped to tell her
story to relatives at lake Superiors The Chippews lost no time in taking

9

revenge upen the Sandy lake villages

10
dnother end deadlier attack came lsters There was smong the

Chippewn at an early date a chief, Bi-sus~wal, who was encamped at one

tine near lea Polntes One day, while the chief and his warriors were hunte

ing, & party of Fox Indians, just then friendly to the Siocux, fell upon

the cemp and massacred ell except an old men and a small boy, Bieaus-weh's

E0Ne

Sl=aus~wah, returning and finding all his pecple dead, at onece
set out for the country of the Foxess KHe arrived at their encampment in
time to witness from & place of concealment the torture and death of the
old mans Enowing it would be futile to try to rescue the boy from the
same fate, the father stepped proudly into the midst of the Fox warriors
and addressed them: "My little son, whom you are about to burn with fire,
has seen but a few winters. lls tender feet have never troddem the ware
pathe Ie has never injured yous bBut the hairs on my head are white with
many winters, and over the graves of my relatives I have hung many scalps

which I have teken from the heads of the Foxes, my death is worth something

Os Professor Irving lart, The 0ld Savanna Portage.
llmesota History Magasine 8:110«120, James L Murphy,
MeGregor, linnesota, interview,

104 Warren, Ojibway, @ollections 0:177.




to yous Lot me, therefore, take the place of my child, that he may re=

turn to his peoples” The Poxes accopted the challenges

The son, released, spread the tale smeng the Chippewm, who
in retaliation destroyed six Fox villagess The memory of his fathor's
doath made the som, Biegus-wah 11, a vengeful warriors ¥When he was old
enough, he established his village at Fond du lac end called on all the
Chippewa frem about the shores of the western Uroat lakes to aid him in

an attack on the Sandy lake Slouxs

Feather-adornsd, striped and painted for war, the long single
file of warriors begsn the marches So great was their mumber, it was sald,
that & man standing on a hill could not see from one end of the colummn
to the otheres The Sioux defended themselves ably, but after repeated
asssults, the Chippews, equipped with fireamms, drove tham out and took
possession of Sandy Lake about 1748 First they settled on the islends,
later on the mainlund opposite the mouth of the Vest Savenna rivers

11
Then the Chippewm bYegan a drive that resulted in the cone

quest of Crow ¥ing, Cull lake end cther villages of the upper Missiseippie
The Sloux meade a last stand at leech lake and sent ocut three war parties

againet the Chippewa, one to regain their ¢ld home at Sandy lake and two

12
to Reiny lakes A1l threoe faileds Nany years of fierce battling followed,

Warren, Cjibway, Collections, 5s222~232, 268, Vinchell,
Aboricines, ppe O33-634¢ Folwell, Minnesota, 1182,

Winchell, Aborigines, pps 580~839; Lenry K, Uchooleraft, Historioml
snd Statistionl Informetion Respecting the History, Conditions,

and Frospecta of the incisn iribes of the United States, Fhilae

WIphls, TOEI-TUSY, TL0-1I,  toward Daffleld YeIlT, Mittary of the

G Einmesota Listorical Collections, 5:306«450. Wareen,
Collections Di70~193, 228«0846, 344«348, Folwell, Kinnesots,
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The Chippewa had obtained @ temacious foothold, though every step of their
advance was challenged and their geins dearly wons At the close of the
Rovolutionary War, there wee not a gingle Sicux village east of the

¥isslissippl above the Falls of St, inthonye

Of these bloody encounters, the most important in its result
was the battle of the Crow Wingy which took place soon after the English
had become masters of New France, ii 1763+ Dy their defeat on the Crow
wing the Sioux were driven forever from their lands east of the Miseissippi,
The Siocux, by that time also in possession of guns and settled on the Rum
river, laid careful plans for a mase attack on the Chippewas They summoned
all their fellow tribesmen from the Falls of 5%, Anthony and the bands west

of the Mississippies Four or five hundred sssembled and the war dances bes

gane This was to be no simple foray for a few gcalpse

Not Hennibel nor liapoleon, it has been said, conceived a bolder
plece of strategy than did the unlmown commender of the Slouxe A flying
corps wes to move rapidly past the Chippowas! front, turn the right flank
and carry the central stromghold by surprises Froceeding by a cireuitous
route over a series of portage lmown to them for gonerations, thoy arrived

at Cass lake end turned down the Kississippi to take Sandy lake,

Unexpectedly, at Pokegama Palls, the Sioux came upon two Chippews.
The latter took off in their light cances in a downriver flight to warn the
villages Paddling with might and mein gnd portaging acrose the river's ofe
bow loops to gain time, the Chippewa raced with their newse The Sioux were

close beohind, Cne of the pursued dropped a velued possession, a small

13 Winchell, Aborigines, p. 537.




mirror, and despite the swarming advence of the Sioux, he turned back
to find ite At the portage from Sandy Lake to the Kississippl, he met
the full force of his enemless He turned and fled apgain, but this time

he was dut down in sight of the villages Had the Sioux not tarried in

the advance to ecapture a group of thirty Chippewa girls picking blue-

berries not far from the village, the surprise of Sandy lake would have

been completes

As it happenmed, sixty of the Chippewa braves were absent from
the village on a war partye The rest, having drunk too deeply of the
white men's firewater, were lying in a stupified sleeps Those of the
Chippewa who were able bravely defended their villagej the inebriates,
too, as soon as possible after they had been drenched with cold water by
the women, hastensd to take parts The battle raged for some time, and at
last the Sioux, with their captive girls, were forced to retreat down the

rivers

I

The war party of the sixty Chippewa, meanwhile, returning
homeward, sew signs 8t the mouth of the Crow Wing river that told them
their foes had been there, and, rightly suspecting that the Sioux had
gone on to Sandy Lake gnd probably killed their wives and childrem, pree
pared to wait for them to come downstreams On & high bluff at the mouth
of the Crow Wing, they Rid themselves, and soon the breege carried to
thelr ears the sound of the Zioux descending the river, einging songs of

triumph and beating drums,

o
]

Five times cutnumbered, the Chippewa warriors waited until

the unsuspecting Sioux, with Chippewa semlps dangling from poles in their
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cences, wore abroast of theme Then they fired with deadly effects The
Sicux rallied and returned the fire, and the battle rageds The captive
vwiomen, when they 8w thelr menfolk, capsized the Sioux cances and swam
ashoree The enemies, punpowder finally failing them, fought esch other
with Inives and stoness At last the Sioux were vanquished snd retreateds
This victory proved to be such a decisive cne for the Chippewa that the

14
Sloux moved permanently from the northern lake regions

From tine to time, an enemy deadlier than the Siocux attacked
the Sandy lake villagess One such attack occourred in 1782}5 In an exe
pedition against the Hidatea Indians southwest of the Missouri river, the
Chippews warriors brought back smallpoxe North, south, esst and wost, the
seourge spread over the countrys Death stalked among the wigwams, and in

all the villages only seven homes were lefts It tock meny yoars for the

camps to become populated agaihe

The peace pipe wes cmoked occasiomally during the years of the
Sloux~Chippewn struggle end often in the winter, if game was scarce, the
Chippowm of Sandy lake would join thelyr Leech lLake neighbors and hunt to
the south and weete The Sioux could also be found at these winter hunting

grounds, and a truce would prevails

Warren, Ojilsmy, Collections, 5:1222«2832: For a map of the battle
ground un??{?:'ﬂity, see Jaocob V. Drower, Linnesota, in Nemoirs

of Explorations in the Dasin of the Misslesippl, “te Paul, 1008,(ps 40
Diagrem in VWinchell, Aboricines, pe 846+ Folwell, Hinnesota, 1:01-04.

Winchell, Aborigines, pe 558

Folwell, Minnesota itBﬁ. iarren, Ojibv:a%, Collections, Gi34ds
Winchell, Aborizines, ps 66s Varren states thet the Cjitway loot
in one epidemic of smallpox, probably im 1782, 1500 or 2000 of
thelr mmbers Colloctions, 531 260=262,
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The Sendy lake Chippewa engaged in one of their most devastating
battles, however, while on such an expedition of peaces They had been at the
winter hunting grounds, generally considered neutral territory, and the
Pillagers from leech lake had been with thems On the way hame, they sepe
arated from the Pillagers at Cross “ake and camped for the nighte At daye-
break certain of the Chippewa noticed wolves out on the ice of Cross lake,
Suddenly te their dismay, they preceived that they were not wolves but
Sioux warriors in wolves' skinse They raced back to spread the alarm. DBut
though the Sandy Lake braves fought with desperation, of thelr entire band
of about two hundred only a fow escapeds C(ne of these, & grandson of Bie=
aus-wah II, was taken captive and lived for many years with the Siouxf6

The Sioux~Chippews warfare continued for gonerations with intere
mittent intensitys Kany Sendy Lake chiefs won renown in these encounterss
The second Bieaus~wnh, alroady mentiomed, was loved by sll his people and
lot them in their first major battles with the Siouxs le has been called
the "first Ojilwey Pioneer to the county of the Upper Miseissippi%z Big
Hartin, Biegus-wah's war chief, was an important figure in many battles and
wae slain at the second battle of Elk River in 177338 Little Soldier waalg
imown as a cowrageous and successful warrior ef Sandy lakes, lis is remembered

for his encounter with the Sioux at Fort Snelling, where he had gone with

Flat Mouth and where, despite a promise of protection by Colonel Snelling,

Warren, Ojibway, Collections, 5i1345«347, This was about the year
1800s See Winchell, Aborigines, 584.
Warren, Gzibway, 51340,

Warren, OJ ¥, 61241 Winchell, Aborigines, pe 530,
s ONo

Viilliam ing, (probably), Eari ngs at Frairie du Chien,
Wisconsin Historical Collections, h:!%?-lél,
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seversl Chippewa were killed by the Slouxs Little Soldler demanded and

received the right to punish the offenders.

lio Chippews vms more famous than Keauste-wau=beeta, lmown also
88 Catewabeta, Breche Vent and Pe.s Casse. Iils achieovements were those of
peace rather then wars Catawebeta, in speaking of his aversion of violence,
related an incident that ocourred when the English took Mackinac during
the French and Indian Var, sbout 1760¢ The French asked him, a beoy, to
take up the war-club, but he refused; the English thanked him and asked
him to take up the tamehawk for them, and he re{used; the Americans thanked
him but did not ask him to take up the war-club:o Catawabeta wae mentioned
in Perrault's mccount of his jourmey to Lac des Sables (Sandy leke) in 1784,
“iko awarded him a medal and a flag in 1805, and he once told Schooleraft that
a Fronch flag had been given to his ancestorss Ie ceme to be kmown in the
early 1800's as the partriarch of the Sandy lake region and esteemed as the
“venerable chief." A sipgner of the treaty of Prairie du Chien, Catawsbeta
built himself a house at Sardy lake and eultiveted a gardens Of him Warren
wrote: "He is an Indien among a thousand for his sincerity, integrity snd
inflexible love of truth and equity.§1

A description of one Sandy Lake brave, Waemoeshaka, has been
preserveds In 1826, at Prairie du Chien, where seven hundred Indians were

present, 'this man alone was remarked, not for his oratory, but for his

Warren, Cjibway, §1477s Jean Baptiste Perrault, Adventures of
t Ve

A lerehan yegeur, edited and with introduction and notes by
Johm Sharpless ?bz, Plie Doy Nichigan Piomeer and IHistorical
Collections, 37: D2¢€.

Winchell, Aboripines, 7l4. Perrault, Adventures, 373528
Varren, Ojibway, b:540=50,
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remarkable eppearances It was noted by a fescinated observer that he
wes "dressed like King Sauls”™ Iis hesddress was a erovn of glossy
dreke's feathers and the bills and feathers of the woodpeckers The
same exotic materials were in his wrist Ernamonts, and his neck was en-
eireled with horsehair, dyed vermillionfh
Veny oral legends are preserved by the Sandy Lake Chippewn.
(ne has been recalled by é granddaughter of Aumgweboedwnywwomdung, Returne
ing Echo, once the prineipal chief of the Rice Lake band, who signed the
treaty of 1863+ This granddaughter, lrs, lMartha Cornish, now lives at
Boot lake, Ier Indian name is Aundaig, Crow, and her father was Mucke
andwaywonaneeo, Aundaipg's version of & battle between the Chippewa and ¢
Sloux is seid te explain the modern name of Battle Island in Sandy Iaka:o
The battle toock place when luckandwaywenance wes a small boy
and the Chippews band was camped nesr the present location of Indian Point
lodges 4 brave, scouting one day near where the Gateway store now stands,
ceme upon evidence of the enemys Ile hurried to warn his band and a war
council was helds It was agreed that the Sioux would probably wait for

darkness before making an attaclks

The day wes spent in transferring the old men and the women
and children to Battle Island for safotye With every available fire-
arn in readiness, the Chippewa warriors concealed themselves, walting

for nightfell and the expected assault, faving been cautioned by their

Winchell, Aborigines, ps 751, lckenny end Hall, The Indian Tribes
of North America, 1053 edition, ppe 258-259,
Erse lartha Cornish, Boot leke, lMinnesota, Interview,
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leaders, the Chippewa did not open fire until the Siocux had waded out
into the water between the meinland and the island and were well withe
in ranges They killed all of the inveders except two, whose ears they
cut off and who were then released with the admonition teo "return to
your people and tell tham that we wish to be left alones" Aundaig
24

suggests that Battle Island might well be called Refuge Islande There

26
are several other accounts of this battle warying somewhat in details.

Sandy laeke Indiens took part in the battle of Kaposia, in

1842, within the limite of 5ts Pauls Beengwa, an Indian women of the

Augenosh clan, whose father led this exoursion apainst the Sioux, ree

lated the story in 1927« The war party left Brown's Point on Sendy lake,

end 1t was egreed that the returning warriors as they approached home

should fire two shots if none of them had fallen in bettle. Anxious

deys passeds Then one day, the women and children heard the two shots

ring outy and they raced through the woods to meet the bravess Deengwa's

sister won the race and received the prize, the first scalp taken in the
26

battle.

27
The Augenosh of Sendy lake were reported to be extraordinarily

brave and fierce, and it has been sald, perhaps with more feel ing than
reason, that only two of them died a natural deathe Once, it is told, a

Brgve named Mooninee lost his wife and an Augenosh boasted thet he had

244 lirss lartha Cornish, Boot Lake, Minneosotey Jemes E, Vurphy,
Melregor, Minnesotas Interviews,
Be Professor lrving llart, The Story of Deengmm, Minnesota Nistory
Nagazine, 95:326, 1932,
20e lart, Deengwm, 01825+«327.
274 lirss Martha Cornish, Doot lake, Minnesotaj James E, Murphy,
HeYregor, Minnesota. Interview,
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caused her death by "grand medicine," MNooninee seized his pun and

threatened the Augenosh, whereupon the boaster in an arrogent challe

enge thrust his face foreward and placing a finger on his forehead

said, "If you are going to shoot me, shoot me right heres" Moninee

tock him et his word,

"o
28
Aundalg recalls a peculiar occurrence told to her by her

fether, Muckandwaywenanees It heppened when Kichandwaywenanee wes

young and living et Sandy lakes One evening, after the last flicker

of the cempfires had died gway, there suddenly smppesred in the distance
beyond the lake a strange light that glowed steady end bright unlike
anything the Indians had ever seen Lefores The Indiesns, says Aundaig,
were afraid of anything they didn't understand, and sc there were frighte
ened by this unusual lighte In the morning it was gones A few of the
legat fearful ventured to pgo acrose the lake and investigates They

discovered nothinge= no sign of enemies, nor of recent fire.

The next evening at dusk, the 1light shone again in the same
positions It was & spirit come up out of the lake, thought the Indians,
now throughly terrifieds A brave at last volunteered to find out,if
he could,the meaning of its First he rubbed his hends with "medicine”
to ward off evil, then crossed the lake to the precipitous hmdred=foot
bank of the north shores There, halfwey up the embenkment, he discovered
the source of the lights A plece of stme~like, clear glass, the size

{ double fists, lay against the banks It was brilliantly luminiferous,
glowing in the dark with a stromg light plainly to be seen from the
opposite shore of the lakes The stoutehearted warricr hed found whet he

soughte 5He dug a deep hole at the foot of a certain tree, placed the

28, lirss Martha Cornish, Boot lake, Mimmesotas Interview.
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the mysterious stone in it, end govered it ups Its baleful light troubled
the Indiens no mores Aundaig regrets thet the exact location of the

buried stone has been loste

The Sendy leke Indien villages were camposed of wigwems ree-
sembling inverted baskets covered with birchbark or rushes laid over
poles, each with a hole at the top for the smoke to escape, Hunting
and snaring small game or fishing with spear and net were the chief

ocoupations of the Chippewms They were expert in the use of the cances
F PE » 4

The long, cold winters were often hayd, but when the spring
erow was heard the Indlen knew that the lean deys were past for swhile,
The first event of the year, one which appealed particularly to the wemen,
was suger makings OSometimes in their eagerness to reach the maple Eroves,
the bands left their winter camp too soon, and starved and froge until
the sap ren in the treess VWhile the wemen were gathering and bLolling
sap, the men traveled sometimes a hundred miles awny to trap for furs.
Sugar season over, the families were off to other places, where the summer
might be spent picking berries, peeling birchbark, or pulling bullrushes
for mats, and, if enything had been planted, hoeing in the gardenss They
often traveled long distances in a season but always wame back to their
semi=permanent villages at Sﬁn&y'lakafg

Equality of property was part of the Indian traditions Save fop

& few porsonal belongings, possessions were shared with the deserving and

204 Hinchell, Aborigines, ppe 581=615; lons Usmes Dusne Doty,
Horthern Wisconsin in 1820, Wisconsin Historiesl Collections,
Te107=200,
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idler alikes From this commmsl practice probably arose the later
custom of begging which so vexed the missiomaries, To the Indian who
was in need it was not so much begzing es the observance of irmemorisl

30
gsocial usages

All of the Chippewa living in the vielnity of Sendy lake were
3
called Lewchowsesbomwineinewugs, Men or the Oreat hivvr.l Their numbers
fluctuated mcoording to their fortunes in wer or the prevalence of disease
"o
and hu:u;;c:x':‘rw Lieutenant Pike, making the first official survey of the
upper Kississippil for the United States govermment in 1606-1806, gave
the number of Oatawabeta's bend fortyefive warriors, seventyenine women
end two hundred and twenty=four children, a total of three hundred end
forty=eights This census, however, was taken not long after the calamity
38

at Cross lake and also when small pox had recently depleted the populations

‘he Chippewa believed in a great spirit that pervaded all nature.
An orgeniszation Imown as the midewiwin or "grend medicine" performed the
rites of thelr bellefs and exerted magie powerss Zhere was a good spirit,
Fegle Manitou, to whom they seldom prayed since, as they sald, he never
harmed them anywsy, end an evil spirit Miche Hanitou, who had to be cone

34
stantly propitiated with offerings,.

Werren, Cjitway, 51181, Winchell, Abori ines, ppe 608-504,
Winchell, IEoririne&, 646) Varren CizEwaé; dollections, 5138
darren, OQES%EE, Collections, 5:457; lighenny & Hall, The Indian
iribes of Worth Ameriess (1933 edition), 5193 Winehell
Aborizines, D03, Dee mep pe 583,

warren, Ujitway, Collections, 51459 Pike, Ex odition, 11546,
Winchell, ABoréﬁines, €07=309; Grace L, Nute, Voleod's Diary,

Cotober O, 10o0s Hinnesota History Magazine, Tto76e
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6
Chippewn burial wes sometinmes upon scaflfelde,

Hore frequently,
the body was wrapped in birehbark and placed in the ground, if possible
on & high bluffs ‘A small house, a few inches high,; was built over the
grave and inside were placed some of the belongings of the departed; a
hole was left through which food and tobaceo might be deposited to comfort
the spirit on the "road of sculs,:" Such an ancient cemetary is located
about a guarter of a mile beyond the old post of the Americen Fur Company
at Sandy lakes In the early 1800's, William Boutwell, a missionary to
the Indians, desoribed this burying ground as being marked by posts striped
with vermillions Some of the graves were guarded by low pickets end others
36

were covered with a ocedar roof on low encireling logss

Hear the junetion of the “andy river with the Mississippi and
along the shores of “andy lake there are seattered families of Chippewa
Indians, Lere by these shining waters, whore, after the Sioux were dise
lodged, they first settled and ¥here the whit men first found them,

descendants of those first Chippewa inveders still live,

“he death in 1922 of an Indisn woman of Libby was something of
& symbol of the passing of the early Indiange Mamaon, Charley Grasshopper's
mother, had lived most of her 1life about “andy lake and, although blind,
she knew every foot of the country thereabouts "Comments were fow", it wes

" . ; s &
sadd, "as her spirit returnsd to her fatherss She hod never heard of women's
3 ' ¥

Reverand Joseph Gilfillan, The Oiibwey of Minnesota, 055 (1s01)
Winchell, Aborigines, 61318} Frances Densmore, Chippows Customs,
Bulletin 45,(1029)

Mimmesota Historical Collections, 12: 124,




clubs, of the League of women voters, nor held an offices Dut she knew
how to
how to weave blankete, bead nocomsing, to fashion baskets and to hush

little ohildren to slleeps She was a woman, o ploneer, and an American,

ived her life mccording te the light she had, and in death she
3

was laid to rest with the ceremonies of her peoples”

Altlkin Age, 1922, Saturday, July 30,
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"How vain our hopes, how futile our aspirationse

What is the life of man? 'Tis tut the shadow of an oxistence,
yet in that shadow of o shade how much is compriseds

How few there are who cen look back to the bright days of their
youth « the sunshine of life- and feel that their dresms of roe
novn and splendor or the more virtuous desire of domestie happi=
ness appronch realizations All life is ideal, and our very
existence is but a dream,” le

= Wipitten by Martin Moleod, at Sandy lake,
Hovember 11, 1836,
The disastrous wars between the Iroquois and the tribes to the
west had, by the middle 1600's, forced the Fremch to seck new regions for
trades On the heels of the receding barter in furs, the Frenclmen reached
the west shore of Lake Superior as carly ae 16’?9f The Indians at Sendy
ke gradually beecame aware of white invesion, for the region about the
headwators of the Mississippi, rich in fure, was lmown to the French traders.

From the Great lekes, they pressed westward, largely by way of the several

portage routes between the Sts Louls River and Sandy leke, generally taken
b

togother and oalled the Savanna Portage, or the Savarmes

The savage had probably treveled this portageway for centuries,

and it vas lmown and used by traders at a vory oarly dates It is declared

1 From Neleod's Iiary, Mimmesoia History Magasine, 4:421-4308;
‘arvin Foleod, in the Minnesota Historical Soclety
s \Manuseripts), St Paul, Hinnosota.
Williem Vietts Polwell, A History of Minnesota, 1:28 (Minnesota
Historieal Soclety, St Peu . ffield Neill,

P

; [ 3
History of Minnesotas T tho Earliest French xﬁxglorera te the
» on, mmnpo By )y
Newton I, fa‘Ix’\

wchell, The Aborigines of Minnmesota, (The Pid;leer
Company, 1911,) 5824

Folwell, Mimnesote, 1:28; Varren Upham, Mimnesote in Three

)

Centuries ted0g The Mississippl River and 165 Source:

A Terrative and Criticny distory of the Dlscovery of the Miver
ond its loadwaters, Accampanied ly the Results of Detailed
Hydrographie and Topographie Surveys, 1803 (Minnesota Historical
Collections ) 7380,
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4
by many that Du Lhut passed over its A map of NHorth Americe, published
8

by Dellin in 17665 shows & portage which may woll be the Savennes It

is mentioned sgain, about 1777, in an Englich military memorandume Pormultf
who crossed it in 1784, gave the {irst authentic deseriptions Thz portege
trail is indicated on a manuseript map of the northwest, dated about 1814,

by Jolm Dutton of Londone

Hecessity compelled the use of this portage, for there were only
twé coammon routes into this regione the Mississeippi river route frem the
south and the Sts Louls-lake Superior route from Detroits The latter was
considered the better, except for the Sevamna Portage which was "a sad
piece of wurl»:f" As the shortest "earrying" distance between the Creat
lakes and the upper Mississippl, the Sevanne wes for some two hundred
years the main avenue of travel betweon these points for Indiens, exe

plorers and Nur tradercs

Soward Duffield Neill, History of the Minnesota Valley, includ
the Sxplorers and Pioneers of NAnnOSotAs (NOrth a"Ef fESIIsEﬁx%
Company, Ninneapolis, 100L,) Ps 10=173 Also Nelll's Maclester
Contributions, 1033 Dicticnary of Avericen Biogra 564500

;on H. Winchell, Abor es, 524;
Jacodb V. Brower, Prehistorio Men at the imamr‘é"u?' the Misg=

iseippl River, Minnesote Illstory Collections, Bi1285; Rueben Us
Tﬁﬁ?s The Story of Chogquamegon Bey, Wisconsin Iistory
Collections, 1‘3?4%; . L

Professor Irving Ill, Lart, The 014 Savenna Portege, Minnesote
Iistory Megasine, 0:121 (ITE7)
Joan Baptiste Perrault, Narrative of the Travels and Adventures

of a Morchant V our in the Sawva err 08 ©

ToorTon Touving Youtren) he THEh o Tay TVEY (%5 TOEO),

Idechigen Fioneer and figtorioal Coclety Colle s 018508,
Discovered in 1906 at the Smithoonien Institute, VWashington, D. Cs
and edited by Jolm Sharpless Foxe

Hart, Sevanne Portage, £1121 (The Minnesota Historioal Society
has a photostatic Copy of this map)s

David Thompson, E itiona to Western America, 1704«1812,
(Cheamplain Soole :
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Though the word Savaima mesng a treeless plain much of the
g
portage is In a tamarack swamp. It was, said Lieutenant James Allen,

six miles lonpg and was passed in twelve posess This French term ro=

ferred to the act of depositing or putting downe During the fur trade,

en enormous Quantity of furs were "packed,” or earried, over the portage,
Goods were wrapped in bundles weighing seventy-five t¢ one hundred pounds
each and were called "pieces:" Depending upon the mumber of pieces to

be transported, a carrier made successive trips to & point, usually a
10
half mile forward, put down his load and returned for mores

Travelers have given various estinates of the distance across
11
the portages Williem Jolmson noted ten 'poaos. Martin Meleod seid
12
the distance was eight miless The fact was that the route varied with

the season of the year, with the wet or dry condition of the ground, snd
- with the amount of goods to be carrieds In general, however, the distance
es consldered to be about as Allen found ite The main route of the twelve

13
poses led from the Hest Savanna river, in what is now section two, of

Hart, Savanna Fortage, 8:123-124; Williem Johnston, Michigan
Ploneer and liistorical Collections 57:172; Extract from Lieutenant
Allen's Journal in Explorers and Pioneers, "listory of the Upper
Missiseippi Valley"%mficul, 184-185, (Pube
lished Ly Minnesota History Company, Mimneapolis, 1861).
Lisutenant fames Allene

Michigen Pioneer and Uistorical Collections 3711723 Paul Beauliem,

Sketeh of the Pur Irade, imong the lenry M, Rice Papers in the
Mmneso ta _HieEorIeaI Tuseum, (Menascripts)e
Kichigan Pioneor and Historical Collections 37:172; Paul Besulieu,

Sketech of the Fur Trade, Among the Henry M, Rice Papers in the
Vinnesota Historical Fuseuwm, (Menuseripts).

William Johmston, letters on the Fur Trade in 1833, in Michigan
Piemeer and HistorTeal Collections o7:170=172; Diary of Martin
Neoleod, 41551 Mimnesota History Collectionse GTRoe Le Wute,
Teleod's Duiry, 10:1187«140, s

Hart, The Cld Savanna Portage, 81123,
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of Daloam Towmshilp, westward to the West Sevanna river in section sevens

There must have been considersble travel over this route in the
days before the revolution, for Grand Portage, at the mouth of the Pigeon
River, was then at the height of its importancos Jonathiﬁ Carver visited
there to obtain goods, and in the trading season as many se twelve hundred
trappers, coureurs de bois, voyageurs and interpreters gathered there :f;
one times Furs collocted by the hunters about Sandy lake were probably
earried "dom" to Orand Fortagoes

16
The Prenclman, Jesn Baptiste Perrault, who, botween 17854 and

1797, nade frequent trips between Sendy lake and lake Superior, left whet
seems to bo the first wecord of travel over those portage routes to the
Missiseipple He prepared maps of two routes between the Ste Louis River

and Sandy lake, the "Portege de la Prairie" and the "Portage de la Savarme,"

On one of his maps, the oldest deteilod map of this regiom, a "sero

apostrophe” (0') indicates the site of a log cabin he built in 1785 near
the lale cut of which t’l\el;mirm river {lowee The streanms end surrounde
ing country appesr to have been lmown and named before the coming of
Perrault, and the tralls well markeds

18
Perreult hired out in August 1704 to & trader, Alexander Xay,

who came from Montreal with two camces intending to go up the River

1de Polwell, Mimmesota, l:67«58,

16e Glenville Umith, Mimnesota, licthey of lekes and Rivers, 263
lintional Geographic Magngzine, (Hare 1080, 1»"' ir Alexender liackingie,
Grand Rertage Minnesota Distory Magazine, 1231376,

10e Perrault, Eﬁwntums, Idehigan Ploneer and Historical Collections,
371 508=500« \

17+ Hak, Sevenre Portage, 6:121-123. a
10s Perrault, Adventures, Michigan Piomeer and Historical Collections,
373600=010¢ 3




Ste Louis and over the Savanne Portage by way of Sandy Lake to Pine
River (on the Mississippi near the present Wolford in Crow Wing County).
A third member of the party, Harris, had been sent ahead to buy wild
rice and to meet Kay at Fond du Lace After a stormy voyage, Kay end
Perrault arrived at Fond du lac, where, struggling to land their two
cances were wrecked by the pounding waves and their goods strewn along

the beach.

It was the second day of a freeszing November., Various persons
tried to persuade Kay, because he was so 11l prepared, to abandon the
intended trip into the interior, but Kay, says Perrault, made reckless
with liquor, scorned the warnings. The Frenchman inspected the supplies
and found that there was but one bag of flour, one keg of butter and one
of sugar for Kay's own use, although there were "14 men, his savagesse,
himself and me, being 17 persons in all and nothing to eats" Neverthe-
less, they embarked on the St. Louis river and presently encountered
Harris with three other mem and an Indian, Big Martin, Harris hed not
bought the wild rice he had been sent for and had nothing in his cance

except a part of a barrel of selt meat.

Perreault, recognizing the danger of continuing the journey,

tried to dissuade Kays "I advised him to return to Fond du lee and to

go up to the Indians on the first opening of navigation. But this gentle=

man would take advice from no one." Indeed, Kay enforced his will with
a menacing pistols e ruled that Harris, Big Martin end himself with
seven others should go on ehead to hunt, leaving Perrault behind with
the baggage to swait their return with provisions for him and the men

left with hime.
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Six inches of snow fell before an Indian resched Perrault with
a portion of moose and & letter from Kay. Instead of Jjoining Perrault,
Kay wrote that 1t was his intention to proceed to Fine river and directe
ed Ferrault to take the goods they had brought for trading as far as
the Savannn.Portuge and to pass the winter there if possibles, On the

wmy, Perrault and his party were to leave fifteen "pileces amssorted for

trade” at the Portage Aux Couteaux on the Sts Louis Rlver, where Eay

would be waiting,

1t took Perrault eleven days through the lce and snow of the
Sts louls river to reach the Savamme. Xay failed to wait for them, and,

being without supplies, Perrault records, we lived on the seed pods of

the wild rése, and the sap of trees." For several days, they subsisted

on {ishj then the ice thickened and they were driven to dig the "roots
of the flag," in the mire of the snow=blanketed swamp, to boil for fooda
But when "this resource failed ue," wrote Perrault, "we were compelled
to quit the places It seemed thet sll the birds flew before us., Each

one took his turn at hunting but if he saw anything he missed it,"

Secreting the goods with the two small cances at the entrance of
the portage, Perrault "made & lodge with an oileloth" and planned to try
te comply with Key's orders to spend the winter on the Savanna Portage.
Dut geme grew scarce, end they were forced to press on foot toward Pine.

rivers
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vandy Lske was reached at last with some of the nen scarcely
able te walke They found there three bare poles of a lodge, and part
of a dried moocse skin which they roasted and ates They then followed
down the Nississippl es far as the "Muddy River," the site of the pre=
sent village of Altkine The river, still unfrogen though it wes near
Christmas, offered only one mesns of crossings Wrote Perrault: "The
men who were with me forded it fully dressed but I disrobed and swam

in order to keep my clothing Dry,"

While building a fire to dry themeselves, the party was cheered
& . f ’ s Y

by the sound of & shots It was la grosse martre, sn Indien hunter from

lay's camp who guided them there by m shorter reute. Eay, giving them
barely time to rest, dispatched them on January 4 to the Prairie River
Portage to built a log houses Thic they completed by February 9. Dut

supplies from Kay were slow in ocoming, and, umlucky in their hunting,

they again narrowly escaped starvetion,

Winter lifted at last and Perrault left his Prairie river eabin
in April to bring down the goods loft the previous fall with the two
cances at the entrance of the Savammes Kay ceme up from Fine river and
they all met at Sandy lake, bartering with the Indians until May 2.

Kay finished the season off by providing liquor all arounds In the
revelry that followed in the wigwams, Kay quarreled fiereely with a
savage and was atabbed, Ka-tewwnu-besta, the Sandy lake chief, skilled
in medicine, ettended hime Said the chief: "The blow has given me
much paine If I had been present, perhaps it would not have happened,

All the consoles me is that l.eseam here to do all in my power to relieve




yous" Kny was placed on a litter and the ochief and his wife started

by way of the Savanna Portage to carry the wounded man to Maokinacs
But, complalned the chief, the injured trader weuld not heed his advice,
and although Xay lived to reach his destination he died tho following
years

19
ackinao had been the center of the fur trade for many years,

and from there the traders spread fanwise over the west and northe From
20
that post came the next trader to Sandy lake, Jean Daptiste Cadotte, a

mixed~blood, descendant of that Mons Cadeau who had entered the Oreat
Lekes country in the train of the Fremch envoy, Sieur de 8¢, Lusson,
1671, Cedotte's journey was by "the old or Prairie portage routes”
At Sendy lake, part of the expedition went up the Mississippi to Red
Lakey Cadothe proceeded down the Mississippi to the Crow Wing river,

ecross to the Red rivor and Ly wey of Rainy Lake and Pigeon river back

el
to Nackinace It was the exploration of Cadotte that determined the
British Northwest Company to get possessicn of the trade in the regions
22
Until 1765 Canada had been claimed by France, but worsted in
i T

her wars with Great Britian, she was forced by the treaty of Paris to ree

1 all Canada end its dependencies, or as it was later expressed,
&9
"everything which he (Louis XV) possesses, or ought to possess, on the

Polwell, NMinnesota, 13 693 William W, Warrem, A History of

the Gjibwa?, FMimnesota Historieal Collections, 53275-2;L.
Roverand Alfred Brunson, A Western Picneer, in Warren's 0Jibway,
G110=11,

Folwell, kinnesote, 1:168; Warren, Ojibway, 5:270=82,

Folwell, Hinnesota, 1:61

Folwell, Hinnesote, 1:75.
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loft side of the river Missiseippless"But France had alresdy secrotly

conveyed all her lands west of the Missiselippi to Spain,

The reglon about the upper Mississippi including Sandy leke
had by this maneuver passed from French ownorship, and was now half
Spenish end helf British, with the } dississippl the dividing line, After
the Revolutiomary War, all the lands east of the Eisaiseippl came into
posseseion of the United Statess In the meantime,the territory wost of
the dividing line of the river lad reverted to Viance, and the regien
Va8 now, at the end of the levelution, lulf French and half dvericen,
snd 1t so remafned until the louislana Purchase of 180 vhen +the United
States bought the lands weet of the ;fseisaippio

“hile titles were thus being shuffled over the distent conference
tables, the only inhabitants of the region, excopt for a ccmparative hande
ful of treders, were the savages, and they, seoure in the conviction that
the Great Spirit hed given them the land, were doubtless unconseious of
any changes in ownerships The Pf itlah treders were Qqual lj/unc:oncemed.
In 1798, ;?'Ler the Journey of :gustw, armt ou*tt a;zL a{xplorar undi surveyocy
to map end chart the countrys This men was David Thampson, whose exe
haustive plats end fleld notes played an important role in the United

States Canndian bLorder controversys

The treaty of Chent, in 1814, provided that the boundery should

Folwell, Minnesota, 1:174.
Thoey !L'"n"‘ account of his Journey to this regien may bo found
‘ Western Amerioca, 1784-1012 246-286,
bIlcatione, No ‘ 0169
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26
run from Isle Royale to & certain "Long lake to Lake of the “oods"

and thence due west to the Mississippis Thompson suspected that the
llsslesippl was nowhere west of lake of the Woods, and he interpreted
"Long lake" to be the bay of the St. louls Rivery Coming down from
Canada by ;;he Red river route, Thompson made his way eastwerd, dise

covered Turtle Lake and pronounced it the socurce of the Mississippi.

27
British officials plamed to keep Thampson's findings secret

until meps could be prepereds However, the information leaked out, and
the United States persusded lLondon that in the wilderness of the northe
wost the exmet location of the headwaters could not be founds Disoussions

went on until 1642, when the Webster-Ashburton treaty settled the boundary.
’ > § ry

Eay of 1798 found Thompson on the Kississippi river nesr Sandy
lakes Although that wes more than twenty years before the establishe
ment of Fort Snelling, snd all the northwest reglon was still & vest
wilderness, the explorer senaodﬂsomething of the future destiny of this
rivers Caomparing it with the ﬁistoric Hile, he wrote of the Mississippi
valley: "Its Anglo-Saxen population will far exceed the Egyptains in

all the arts of civiliged lifesssalthough these are the predictions of

o solitary traveler unknown to the world, they will surely be verified,"

Canadien Historieal Review, 4:122-124 Toronto, 1923);
Kimmesota History, 181232; linnesota Sistory 1:623;
Folwell, Minnesota, 1:d07-302,

Champlain Soclety Fublications, 12:2789280, Toronto, 1916
See also Canadian Men of Action Series, "David Thampson, The
ixplorers Charles Norris Cochrene, Ofs
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Thompson returned to Canada by way of Sandy lake and the
"Savarmeh Brook" and the Sts Louis river. lie made a minute study
of the countryside as he went alongs Crossing the portage, he re=

corded that his party"often sunk to our waists™ in the mires

Before 1800, &merican influence had not been felt in the Sandy

lake region, nor anywhere alde along the upper Mississippi« The French

regime had faded Ly then and the Tlllies of France were socarcely a memorys

The boundary between Censda and the United States in the northwest was

e nebulous line, JAnd the powerful Nortlwest Company kept the British

in control of the entire country northwestward from Frairie du Chiens
chrqthe posts and forts, the flag of the Dritish continued to wave until
1816‘;9

30
On July 80, 1806, Lieutenant Zebulon Fike wms commissioned by

the United States govermment to make a journey of exploration fram the
town of 5ts louis to the upper Mississippi country, and to bbtain a
grant of land from the Sioux for a military posts IHaving secured the
gite covering the future location of Fort Snelling, and carrying along
the peace pipe of the great Sioux chief, “abasha, with which he hoped to
influence the Chippewa to a truce with their enemies, Pike, with a party

of twenty mem, pushed on up the river,

Folwell, Minnesota, 1: 132; Grace L, Nute, od, and introduction,
Five Puyr Iraders the Northwest.

sebulonglly Fike, Lxpedition to the Headwaters of the Mississippi
River, Vols 1, (Coues edition, 'rancis P, larper, 1095)

Al56 Pike's Explorations in Minnesota, Minnesota History Collections
1:368=41C.
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Cvertaken by a heavy mmowfall near the present loeation of
Little Falls, they delayed their Journey to construct a fort ss a base
for suppliess The long keel Loat with which they had begun the journey
et Ste Louls had been exchanged at Prairie du Chien for twe betesux,
and these were now replaced by two dugoutss Une, loaded with suppliecs
and ammunition waes leunched on the river and pramptly sanks Sinee th
sceson was growing late, Pike decided to delay until the river froge
and to build a wooden sled for the carriage of his suppliess Dut the
river was slow to freese and he started by "land and weter" with a hand

s8led and one dugout towed by throeo men,

Slow, tollsomw end interrupted Ly many mishaps, the journey
continueds Intense cold coampelled Fike to btuilt bonfires every three
milese O41ll fingers and toes were frosons The sled broke through
the loce and smaunition end bageage were leocts The licutenent's tent
esught fire one night end he lost "leggins, mockinsons, sooks etosss
no trivial misfortunes” IThree feet of snow covered the grounds Fike
and Corporal lradley determined to lmrry on in advance of the men end
after a tire reached a post of the Nortlwest Pur Company on lLower Red
Cedor ‘nke (Codar “eke)s The post was under the command of an Znglishe
man nemed Grante IThe American officer slept there that night with the
flag of the Eritish Empire {loating over his head, an irritation to #ike

and & source of some slight embarrassment to Grant.

Pike end the corporal arrived st Ssndy lake on Jumwary 8, 1808,

Dut Grant hed preceeded them to the Northwest's post on Irown's Point

and agein received the American officer with "utmost hospitality."
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5

Five days later, the remainder of the detaclment straggled in and were

fed and treated with fille, the cent term for a drem of spiritss

Within the post, life contrived to be comfortables The agent

and hies assistant had grown a crop of poratoes the previous sumer and

wild game mnd fish were mvailable for their tabtle, though the main article

of diet was "wild oatss" Thece "onts" ~wild rice~ bought from the Indians,
Pike found, cost a dollar and a half a bushels Flour was {fif'ty centa a
pound, selt, a dollar, pork, eighty cents, and tea, four dellars and a
half a pounds On January 17, they were served reasted beaver, dressed

1ike pig, and found it excellent.

The lieutenant and his men steyed twelve days at the Sandy leke
poste Some of the time wms spent in constructing sleds with which to
continue the journeys Though Pike found the Chippews, lmown to him also
as the Ojitwas, still largely loyal to the British traders of the northe
west Company, he was interested in their attitude toward the Americanss
While out on the frozon lake with CGrant, they met an Indian and, informed
by the trader that Pike wns an Americean officer, the Indian showed the
liveliest curiositys Pike noted that "the savagee hold the American in
groater veneration than any other while peoples They say of us, when
alluding to werlike achlevements, that we are neither Frenchmen nor
Bnglishmen but white Indiens.”

31
Pike has left a summary of the number and conditicn of the

indisns at Sendy lake for that year, 1806« The record showed:

Sle Pike, Expeditions, 13346+347, Coues editioms
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45 warriorse 224 ohildrens 70 womens 340 18 the probable
mmber of soulse

g4 roving bandse

Chippewn or leaperts « <81l bandse About 11,177,

Altogether firearma, £,040,

Called native namee + « oOuchispawah, by the French, seuteurs.
Traffio with the Northwest Companys Trade in beaver, muskrat,
otter, marten, black end eilver fox, otee

Pest position for a trading poste Sandy lakes

Nations with whom at ware loo (emtly) Sioux, but now at pesces
At war with Sauks, Foxes and lownss

At peace and in alliance with the Pols Avoins and mll

the nations of Canndae

Hpme of the ohiefe or principal mens

Indien French English of hir ben

Catewabata De Breche Droken Teeth First Chiefl"

A young Indian who had been engaged ‘o puide the perty to lake
Sang Sue, (leech lake) now arrived from the woodse Pike, as before,
pushod on ahead of his men, accompanied only the young Inddén end a
soldier, Boleys Pike's notes of this Journey are brief but vivide
January 23: "Forgot my thermometeor, having lung it on a treej sent Boley
back five miles for ite" Jamuary 264 "Boley lost the Sioux pipestem
which 1 carried slong for the purpose of meking pease with the Cjitways}
I sent him back for it; he did not returm until 11 o'elock at night."

Jarmary 261 "The Indien and myself marched on so fast that we left Boley

on the route eight miles fram thoe lodges o o

Pike's speed was rowarded by arrival at leech lake on the even=
ing of Pebruary ls His logs and anlos were badly swollen but the "good

dish of coffee, Bisouit, butter, and cheese for supper" cheered hims

While at leeck leke, he wrote a lettor to the director of the
Fond du Lao department of the lorthweet Campany, fugh MeCGillis, informe

ing him in fimm tut polite terms that Dritish goods must pay duty at
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Mackinae, that no British flags should on any pretense be hoisted om

trading posts, that political dealings with the Indians must cease
e 2 - P 1+ ]

that the Northwest Company must follow American laws At the Leech

lLeke post, Pike lined up his merm on February 10, 1806 and had the

"English yacht" shot down from the flag staff,

64411 leme, Pike set out for Upper Red Cedar “ake (Cass lake),
which he believed to be the upper source of the Miselssippi« In three
days, he was back from the thirty mile jowmeys He had "accomplished

"main source of the Mississippis Pike was

his voysge” and reached the
nearly correct in this beliefy Is now held a council with the Chippewa
of the vieinitys They were, he told them, to surrender their English
nedals and flags, psy their debte te the traders and give up ligquors
The traders, he conceded, might sell the liquor they had on hand, so

that the Indiens might "forpet it by degrecs.” There was to be poace

with the Siouxs

The mssombled Chippews smoked Vabasha's pipe and turned in
their flages and medalse The next day, Pike made an ocossion of parading
his eleven men, putting them through the manual of arms, and ordering
them to blage away with blank cartridges- e display intended to convey
to the assembled savages the power and dignity of the CGreat White Father
in Washingtons On April 20, 1806, Pike arrived in 5t, Louis, having been

absent eight months and twenty-two dayse

For half a century after Plke, attempts were made by many men
to find the "infant Missiseippi." 4 mumber of aceounts have been left

deseribing these expeditionss Mest of them came by way of the Savanna
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Portagey and few of them failed to mention this part of the Journey,
The swarms of voraclous mosquitoes, the mire, the cold, muddy water,
the diffi:c.,\\lt footing, impressed this passapge-way indelibly upon the
memory of the traveler,

32
Williem Johnson, the grandsom of Waubejeeg, 'hite Fisher, a

colebrated Chippewn chief, writing of the Savanne in 1833, stated that
nothing had been done fo improve it sinse the beginning of the 1800%s.
ihe Borthwest Company had, at the turnm ef the century, built & plate
form the length of the bo;;, but in time this had totted away end later
eingle 1::«@;;:; were lald end %o end for moost of the courses Oneach side
of the logs, mud wag waistedoop, and it requited all the traveler's

skill to maintain his balance upon them, encumbered as he ususlly was

with peck or cence upon his backs

Part of the portage was once en old peat bog, very gzood for

travel, voyageurs maintaineds But suceessive fires lturned away the

peat, loworing the ground two or three feet and leaving it subjeet to

flooding by the East Savanne rivers Swamp coze and muddy water soon
took the place of the springy peats In years of moderate reinfall,

the first two or three poses had enough water to float a laded cance
dragged by s voyagours in wet weather or early spring, the traveler

often had to wade deep in wmter end mire and oumbersome pieces of

baggage wore sometimes lost.entirely in the mormss. At onme time, a

Hart, Savenna Portage, 1263 Winohell, Aborigines, 614;
Sehooleralt, Lxpedition, 1393 Warren, CE!E s D3248,
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canal seems to have beon cut for a mile or more mlong the worst
b b A
W

section, but it undoubtedly soom filled with mud,

34
To the wilderness iralls of the upper Mississippi a men of

effairs turned his attention some fourteen years after Pike's Journey.
Lewis Cass, gevernor of Michigan territory, which at that time extended
from Detrolt to the Mississippi, resclved to explore this part of his
damaine le wished, he stated, a better acquaintence with the Indian
tribes and to detach them further from British influences The party,
composed of ten Indians, seven scldiers, tem vo puers, and Cass, started

fram Detroit in May 1620,

Arriving at the long portage om the St. Louis river, Cass ex-
changed his large boats for the four smaller ones in which the Jjourney
was to continue for four more dayse On the 13th of July, Governor Cass
detalled sixteen of his men, including Hemry R, Schooleraft of later
feme, James Doty, eight soldiers and two Chippewa guides, to go over=
land to Sandy lakes Thie was to lighten the cance for the main expedition,
which continued up the Sts lLouis river to the Bast Saverme and on meross

the portages

liarts Savanna i‘orta&:g, 8:127; Warren, C‘*ibwa'gs, 5126=164,

Wigeonsin Historieal Collections, 15:212; Iart, Sevanna FPortage,
81122 Folwell, Minnesota, 131043 Henry Schooleralt, The
Amoricen Indiansy their History, Conditioms and Prospeots,
(Xochoster, N, U, .1851) 205«298,
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36
Lisutenant James Allen and Dre Alexander Wolecott, a surgeon,

were in the cmnoes with Cass, and each has loft & deseription of the
Savannes It was on this journey that Allen estlimated the distance
across the portage as twolve posess "The first three (neerest the

Eanst Sewemna)esenre shookingly bede It is a bed of mire, but the dife
ficulty of passing it is greatly incressed by fallen trees, limbs, and
sharp kmots of pitoh pineesss” The Cass party reached Sandy Lake on
July 15, having spent ten days om the trip from the post of the American

Fur Company at the mouth of the St louis river,

The overland party, mearwhile, wes finding the hardships of
chedyr journey equally tryings Wrote Schoolerafts "We now found oure
selves, at every step, advanoing into a wild and rugged regions Dverye
thing around us wore the sspect of remotemesss Dark forest, swampy
grounds, rocky preecipices, and the distant roaring of the river; as it

leaped from rock to rock, would have sufficlently impressed the mind with

the presence of the wilderness without heavy rains, miry paths, and the

train of wz&ld end pleturesque Indisns, who constituted a part of our

earriors,"”

The men cexiped one night in o swomp end their Indian guides,
eomewhat apart from them, erected a pole the next morning and from it

suspended a strip of birchbarks Fugzszled by this sight, Schooleraft

Schooleraft, American Indians, 2073y Expedition to Itases,
230=286; Sumary larracive ol an Exploretbng Lxpedition Lo
the Sources of the Nisslesippl RAVer in I

(Lippincott, Urembo & Company, Philadelphia, 1858) 111117,
Winchell, Aborigines, 607, Wisconsin listorical Collections

151168-200,
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invesiigateds e found the pole to be a sapling, eight or ten feet,
high, and the piece of bark that dangled from it inseribed with figures

drawn by the guidess 4% Schoolorait's request, ome of the puides

interpreted them for hims The drawings said Chamees, Pouncing Hawk,
"

represented the exploring party's journey on the previous day, with
separate representations of the eight soldiers, the officers, and the
Indian guidess The dight soldiers were distinguished by eight rifles
stending upright beside themj; & small campfire near them showed that
they had & separate messe The Indians were hatless, following the cone
ventional Indien pieture-writing distinetion between redman and white,
and were together at one corner of the picture, also with a separate
campfires The six officers stood in a row, the first with & sword

to indicate his rank, the secretary, Doty, with a book, the geeclogist
with a hemmerjy a separate campfire was likewise shown for theme In
the upper left hand corner was a small hawk, at the bobtom & tortoise
and e prairie hen= the products of the day's hunts There were three
gashes In the pole to indicate the distance from water to water of this

part of the jouwrmey, thet is, fram the Portege Aux Couteaux on the 94,

Louls river to the open shores of Sandy Lakes

The Schooleraft group at last reached Beghiki Seebi, Buffale
Ureck, a tributary of Sendy leke, and encamped in high spirits, feeling
like those "who have long labored at an object, a pleasure in some
moasure proporticned to the exertions mades" The official secretary,
Doty, wrote: "The whole of this day laid over windfalls and through
eranberry and tamarack swampse It is impossible to desoribe the fatigue

of this day's march, and I believe there are even few savages who

would for any consideration encounter them."




TWELVE POSES WRaT

L POLHES NEST

the following day, they reached the shore of the lake, and,
having been told that a shot fired would be heard at the fur compeny's
post across the lake, they accordingly fired, Prosently two young olerks,
Ashman and Falrbenks, ceme paddling seross the lake in enswer and ree
marked to the explorers that the Indian women, having heard the shots,
believed that they also hoard war whoops and had driven their cattle

off to safetye.

At Sendy leke, Schooleraft wae received with all possible hose
pitality, and, for the first time since leaving Detroit, slept in a
housee The trip overland had taken seven days and eould have been made,

Schooleraft estimated, in half the time by canocess

The next day, Casz joined them and held & council with the
Chippews, whose speeches, though delivered with a brave show of eloquence,
"were pitiful appeals for Imives, blankets, guns and powder, lead and
cloth, kettles and tomahewks, tobleeo and whiskeys" The Indians agreed
that when the expeditiom returned from the trip to the headwaters of

the Nississippi, that they would send s delegation to the Siouxe The

party then left for Upper Red Cedar lake, rensmed cm this Journey Cassina,

to make further explorationss ESchooleraft noted in his Journal that this
lake might be considered the true source of the Hississippi, but he alse
indicated two inlets, one flowing from e lake forty miles distant, the
other fram one which lay six days! Journey west-northwest by canoes le
seems to have @Welt certain that the real source wns at the end of one

of these inlets, but out of deferemee to Covernor Cass noted Cass Lake

a8 the source in his jowrnals le even mentioms that one of the inlets,
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River la Dlche, was oalled Misslssippl by voyaguorse The party spent

two hours on July 21 at the supposed true gsource and returned to Sendy
lato aftor an aboonce of one weel, The cxpeditiom then embarked for
the Falls of St4 Anthony, reaching there on the morning of the 13th

of Mugust, 1880

a7
Schooloraft made a second Journey into this wilderness in

1832, for he wae not satisfied tlat Case had reached tle ultimate source
of tho rivers On thie trip, ho had with him & missiomary, "i11liem T
Boutwell, later to spend a nusboer of years among the Missiseippi beands
of Chippownes Also acompanying them wes Ogewindilb, Curly He.d, sn

Indian vhose guidance doubtless mede final sucoess possille.

This time, ten days were spent in coming up the 5ts louls river
end orcesing to Sandy leke, Schooloraft and the missionary tented to-
gether, and the party was on the portage on Sunday, July 1, 1832, Rain
was falling in torrents and everyono lkopt to his tents The Reverend
Boutwell found it impossible to conduct m Sunday services Dut the

irrepreasible Indians wore not daunted by the ceaselesss rain and the

mosquitoese Iymns, campesongs, dence tunes %io ‘iwehbamting of the

pounding drums £1lled the sweep with furious nolses "It has been such

a Sabbath ae I have never witnessed, "wrote the missiomary,

Boutwell found the portege "in epotsssedifficult to find
bottam = & perfeot quagnires Our men Jook like renegades, covered
with mud fram bead to {ootesetho mosketoes cupe in hordes and throats

ened o carry awny & man alive, or devour him 'ere he could got awayess

0 Folwell, Mimnesola, 101~106,

7 Schooleraf®, Impecition, Gechooleraft Summary lerrative
Boutwell's Journal 1o tho handwiiting OF Je FioGoher Williams,
(Minnesota Historical Soelety museum)e Nimnesote Historical
Collections 11124, Minnesota History 31321,




samg lost ome leg of their pantaloons, other Lethe Their shirts

and mocassing are all of a plece full of rents end mucks Mangled
feet, and bruised backs and legs, wore hrought forward this ovening
to the dootoress his tent door is thronged with the lame end the halts

Iveryone carries some mark of the Sawvarma Portage.”

AL Pandy lake on this journey, Schooleraft estimated the
Indien population at three hundred and fortye~fives He found the width
of the Mississippl at the ocutlet of Sandy lake to be three humdred and
thirty-one feets The party reached leke La Biche at last and named it
Leke Itasens For fifty years, this was accepted as the true source,
until in 1876 the smnll streems rumning into Itasca were mapped and
surveyeds dJacob V. Brower, in 1888«1891 on authorization frem the
Hirmesota ..ﬁistcriﬁal Soclety, made a thorough oxploration of the regiom
of the Itasca basin, when the waters supplying leke Itasca were found to
be the "ini'ﬁ.rrt Hiseissippl” and the question of the true source was finally
put to rest.:s

Over the Savemns Portege, "Dickson's Army" passed in 1836
Probably no more colorful or incredible band ever toiled gorcss the

devennes Five young lisutensnts and soven soldiers, led ty the "Phantom

Bgperor,” Generel James Dickion, thoy had come fram the east by way of

Detroit and the Great lakess Uarching westward, the peneral's purpose

wes to reach Pembina snd to recruit an ammy of halfebreeds in the Red

river velleys IHis goal was o certain Mexican city, thought te be Santa

38 Sehooleraft, Swmery Narra tive, 118, Schooleraft, Narrative
Journal of Travels to the Sourece of the Hississippl River in
the year 1820 221=235 (Albemy, 1821); Folwell, Hinnesota 1:128=129,
Hart, Sevenns Fortapge, 221,
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Fo, snd his aln=the founding of en empire in Californias s ine
spired his men and officers= some of Lhem the sons of tie best
mown factors in Lamma- with thlee of the rich loot to be talken,
and plarmed, after killing all who resisted iy, to set up en

Indian zovermments

Eartin Meleed, prominent ameong later ploncer settlers and
ane of Minnesota's first legislators, sccompanied Dicksone The party
found the portage "so dameble that we had to wade up to our hips for
nearly tiree miles and carry our trunks, otoe, to boots" The month
was Hoverbers It was while they were resting at “andy lake after
this expedition over the partege that leleod wrote the lines quoted
&t the beglaning of this chaptere Perlmps the adventurers vore ale
ready begimning to sense thelr coming fallure in the western wildemmesse
The trader, Aitkin, who entertained the btend and tholr seuve commandey
at Sandy lake, related afterwards that the "amgy” faltored Letween
that peint and Pembizms?mi were soattered, and that Dickson wandered
avey among the Indiuna.J

In 1084, four young inglislmen, world travelers, made wne
of the le:t recorded jouwrneys over the portages With two halfebreed
voyagours, Cadotte and Le Pove, they turned off the Sts Louis river
on August 1, inte the Savaerine and found the chammel choked with vpe
rostod troes, driftwood, weeds and frequently the wrockapge of cancess

Deaver hind folled trees across the siremme Rocks and snngs quickiy

-

Junos Dickeoms A Dilibusteyr in Nimmeosote in 1636
Hisnissippl Velley Listoricnl HOviow, mrm‘- .
Seo notos and dooumeonts p 173-101s Cruce L, Nube,
Mglach's Ulary @ 404400,
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sot tholr cance to leakings At times, they could not see three yards
in front of them and not & vestige of path wms visidle to the un=
procticed eyes Dut they were assurod that they were on the great northe
wost trall and ocould reach the Red river and ultisately the shores of
the Pacific by the most approved route,

The travelers lster wrote that "lofty trees met overhoade
shade~ Just such jungle as would have been considered pood giger-covey
in Indiay and yet here not even the chirp of a bird broke the stille
noess, which is one of the mest striking peculiarities of Americen
forests, and one which often excercised a painfully depressing ine

fluence upon the spirits.”

AU one place, they passed a sacred rock upon which each passing
Indien left an offering of tobaccos At snother time, deep in sedges,
wild rice and floating islands, they came suddently face to face with
a naked Indiane His hoad and fece wore daubed with ashes, and he told
them that he was mourning the murder of a relative at Fond du Lac and
was on his way 4o avenge 1te Ie exmcharged a partridge arnd s pigeon

for same powders

The party wes often so deep in the wmire, where a fedse stop

would have buried them, that they were obliged to balance themsolves

on poless Folson ivy, wet blenkets and mosquitoes added to their
trialse DBut they were, after all, tourists on a holidays 4nd to the
tourist, hayd going in pleturesque places is part of the fums
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Thoir halfwbreed voyagours were estounded that the youthful
Britishers, instead of sllowing themselves to be comveyed along like
gentlemen, never ceqsed paddlings They marvelled to see that the
Englishmen did nothing byt sing, and laugh, and bathe, and make huge
bonfires of fallon trees, and inelst on shooting impossible rapids,
end othorwise conduct themselves in a "way totally opposed to the habit

of sober-minded Yankee traderss” Under the tultion of Voymgeur Lo Feve,

they bocame adept in giving the Indian var whoop, a shrill yell, wiéing
in key, end "rendered more unearthly by clapping the hand rapidly upon
the open mouths” The Jaunty tourists whooped at intervals, eware of the

piquent possitdlity of thelr Leing answered by a bona fide savagee

When the cemce glided finmally into Sandy Leke, the "wooded
banka echoed beck" the party's"lusty Fremch chorusesesswouid up with a
British cheers” laving taught their voyageurs to paddle in time, &
technique strange to the Indisn country, they spproached the Indian
village with eight paddles flashing in unison and €rew in opposite an
smazed missionary, protably Spetes, standing close to the water, surrounded
by his congregations This worthy man told the Englislmen that there were
about two hamdred and fifty inhabitants at Sandy lLene and that all the

young men wore ewny at the time on tho warpathe

The voyangours had locked forverd from the beglmming to staying
at Sendy lake and had spoken spprecistively of the pleasures of the
place, of the alundance of provieions mnd of "les belles sauvagesces,”

who wore celebrated for their beauty above the women of eny other Chippowa
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villages The young men inspected the enoarpments and then removed to
& nearby island where they had been advised by the missionayy to spend
the night and where they were irmediately followed bty the entire Indien
populations After a brief visiy the next day and ocarrying letters from
the preacher to be mailed in 5t, Peul, the travelors continmued their
Journey dowmstream by way of the :-iiamiasip;:ifo
41

A trip was made over the portage in 1861 by Robert l. guﬁ‘eraon
vho is said to have built the first freme house in mmw“i"“toﬁ fu wife
and baby zirl with hin on this overland route to 5te Anthony from his
homes The Savmrme, however, had been supplanted by a military roads
iree Jofforson is sald to have been the enly white womam 4o make the
372 mile trips In 1878, Nowbton I, Winchell, author snd collaborstor
of' many works .:g the history end geclogy of the state of Mimmesota,
with a party of surveyors traveled over the portages The cenoe they
used is preserved in the University Museums

43
in the later part of the 10th ecentury, the Savamme Portege route

becenoe lmown a8 the "le Duo routes” Dut as roads were constructed, the
anclent passesewny foll into disuse end in time its importence was lost

to ull but tredition and its emnet location became unknowne

Lawronce Oliphant, Minmesota and the Far West, (First published
in Blackwood's MegasIne) rubllshed Ly nilllam Dlaclkwood & Sons,
Gdinburgh 1866« 8 vos 506 pp & 8# 17 plates

liinnesota Historionl Collectious,
91850,
Hinchell, Aberigines, 589, Sts Paul Daily Press « Oote 3, 1072
Minneapolis ir = Oote 4, 10024
Hart,; Saverne Portage, 081120«130,
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In 1926, Professor *rving H. Yart, and ennual sumer resident

of Send leke, and Williem P, Ingerscll, who has lived in the vieinity
for years, decided to make an effort to relocate the tralls They supple-
mented their informetion on lecel history from interviews with old
ploneerse On their first attempt, they found themselves {Sg}owing an
old lumbering trails A settler near Shumway lake, infbrmad&%igz; was
an old trail rumning north of his place that was sald to Le the old
"Hudson Bay trailes"” This, they found to be about where James E, Murphy
end othors hed told them that they would find it, and they discovered
to be in reality the "0ld Sevanna Portage" iﬁﬂil.

The tralil, as they uncovered it, was mostly & narrow path,
one or two yards wide, in many places obliterated by brushe The old
blages on the trees were barely discernibles At the western end, the
trail followed comparatively dry ground and gradually descended inte
e tamarack swan® as bad sg it had beon & hundred yesrs befores The old
tamarack logs were found buriegﬂbcnouth the muck and mire, laid lengthe

wigse of the traile During the summer of 1940, the trail was further exe

plored, cruised end finally merked by a troop of Boy Scoutss

44 Hart, Sevanna Fortage, 130-136.
404 Altkin Ape, August 1940, Interviews with Sendy leke residents, 1940,
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Some seven years before Du Lhut mede his journey into the

country of the Sendy lake Sioux in 1870,there was chartered in London
the "lonorable Compeny of Merchants Adventures trading into Hudson's
Bayes" A Indson's Bay company had beem established by the Fremch in 1608
but & permanent charter was not granted until the later dates The trade
thus established at the head of the lalws and ag regsively held by the
Prench drew upon all the surrounding country for furse Far-flung trad-

ing posts flew the lilies of France for almost a century.

The monopoly of the "Honorable Company" was challenged roe

poatedlys After Cammda fell to the Dritish and the Frenoh flag was

furled, a group of BEnglish traders cstablished the Northwest Mur Company

in 1783« Under the puldance of the Northwest Caapany, Pritish control
lasted for almost fifty years and bartor in the fur trade reached its
highest developments Until 1816, the Uritish colors snmpped in the
breezeo==defiantly, though, for almost half that time, since much of the
region had belenged to the United States since the formatlion of the

compsnys

e

Charles M. Cates, Five FPur Traders in the Horthwest, edited and
with introduction by Urace L. Nutos rublishod for the Colonial
Dapws of Ameriea, Unlversiiy of Minnesota Fress, 1933.

fiarren Upham, Minncsote in Three Centuries, 1:328. The Pageant
of Ameriocs, 180s
Pinnesota Listory Magasine, 713143 also 12101-02« The Columbia
Inoyolopedia, 866s Folwell, Minnecote, li26«72s Frofessor
T’MT‘M‘umur, Py Do, The Lise and Fall of New France,
Minnosota Historiosl CollectIons, 10toCos
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The life of the nativee wns scarcely disturbed under the French
trading systeme The French and Indiems lived, most of the time, on the
friendliest termss [locause the French were not strongly comserned with
settlement, French posts left the ownership of the land to the natives
end French ccoupation mede scent impression upon the countrys The

British, on the comtrary, treated the Indien less like a brothere Grants

of the Indien lands were made by the Crown without reccmpense or cone

sultation with the nativess The Americen policy, developing later and
profiting somewhat by the Inglish errors, empowered the federal governe
ment te deal direotly by treaty with the Indian netions or tribos?

The first enduring post on Sandy lake, aside from & small cabin
bullt by Ferrault et Prairie lake in 1784, was that established by the
lorthwest Compamy on Drowm's Point ?n 1704s There are several eonflict~
ing local traditions as to the looations of trading posts about Sendy
lakes Niby-naegsunce, grandmother of George A. Smith, chief of the
Sendy lake band after the death of Misquadace, recalled a post there
prosunably about 1700,

4
Agoording to Nibyena=gaunce, born in the latter pert of the

18th century, her first recollection of Sendy Lake was of the fur tyeders

Cyrus Thomas, U, 5, Bureau of Etlmology, in Himmesota end Its
People, by J. B As Jurnquist, 15127, (The S, J, Clarke Pubs
Compexty, Chicajos)
#illiem watts Folwell, A Listor of !’innvsota 1168, (Pube
M 1nraao" Historlocal :

¢ Martha Comish, Boot lake, r&imxesom. interviewy Tales
AO].d to her by her Grandmothery Also rooullam—'Ls Es Murphy
for Conversetions which he hed had with Nibyenaegaunces




and thelr impressive dog teamss /s a wery young girl, she was once

in & cenoce which was paddled into Sandy lakes A treding post then
stood on the northesst shere of the lake, she maintained, on the hill
now known as "Judge Edson'ss” There were at that time, she declared,
no other trading posts on the lake, neither on the Sandy river or the
liissiseippi nor on Drown's Points The post stood, she recalled, at
the foot and on the east side of the commanding hill and faced the lakes
At the top of the hill was a lockout bulldings It has heen suggested
by some that this may have been a post of the Indson's lay Companys In
any case, remains from the fur trading era have been found hore, and in
1801 rotting sills exd posts were still to be seen where Niby-naegnunce
remembered the buildings to have beens Although trees had overgrown

the spot, traces of the loockout on the hill were still evidents The

Indien women believed thet this post was later moved to the 'point,?*

the cemel's=back hump extending in a northerly direction from the
Junetion of the Sandy river end the Mississippie A modern home built
by Judge Bdson, who preserved the relles found there, now stands upon
the sites

6
The Northwest Company's post at Brown's Point, the most prominent

of their trading centers, held its preeminence from 17968 until 1816.

Decause of ite arrangement and styength, it was knmown as "the fort."

Oe Professor Irving I, Hart, The Old Northwest Company Post on
Sandy lake, 12101-138, Minnesota llistory fagazing. Also notes
on pe 1884 (Coucs edition 1808)
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Lieutensnt Zobulon FPike has left one of the best deseriptions of this

"fort," which was cummercially end politically importent years bow

fore his visit there in 1808e Pike's memorable journey up the Mismiesippi
from Ste Louls was the first expedition into thet region by an aceredited
reprosentative of the United Statesy The whole morthern fur country,

in evorything emcept legal cwnership, was still campletely British,
deminated by British traders and flying over ite trading housos the

colors of the Hmpires

Before reaching Sandy lake, Pike had met the unfluential Trader,
Jumes Dickeson, whose post was necar the present Ste Cloud, and had been
furnished with a letter for Grant, a young men of Dickson's trading
house, on Lao de Sable (Sandy lake)s Pike, after leaving the Missiseippi,
went on in advence of his men and seams to have missed the old portage
treil that led from the river to the lakes Of his arrivel, Pike wrote:
"Hle traversed sbout two leagues of a wildernesssseand at length struck
the shore of lake de Sable over s branch of which ouwr course laye The
snow having covered the trail made by the Frenchmen who had passed bLee
fore with the rackets, I was fearful of losing ourselves on the lakeees
Thinking thet we could cbserve the bank of the other shore, we kept a
straight course, sometime after discovered lighte, end on our arrival
wore not a 1little surprised to find a large stockades The gate being

open, we entered and proceeded to the quarters of lirs Grante"

Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, Expedition to

Missiosippl River 131302 4
1m§£“mam Historics)l Collectionds




The "fort," Pike found, vas situated on the south side of the
lake, near the west ends On o map which he prepared, he marked the
site end noted that 1t wes 17 miles south of where the lake emptied ine

to Sandy rivers o observed that the "fort" consisted of "a stockade

100 foet square, with bastions /Blockhouses/ at the southeast and

nortiwest angles, plorced for small armse The pickets are squared on
the ocutside, round within, about 1 foot in diameter, mnd thirteen fect
above grounds Thore are three gatesy the principal one {ronts the lake
on the Ne, and 18 10 x 0 sy and the one on the We 6 x 4 ftsg end the
ono on the By 6 x b fte As you enter the main gate you have on the

left a bullding one story, 20 fts square, the residemce of the supere
intendents Opposite this house on the left on the east gate, is a house
25 x 16 fte the quarters of the mens On entering the W, gate you find
the storehouse on the right, 80 x 20 ft., vhich contain rooms for clerks,

& workshop, and provision storeos

"On the We snd H, ¥, is a piloketed inclosure of about four secres,
in which last year /YBOB/ they raised 400 bushols of Irish potatoes,
cultivating no other vegetabless In this inclosure is a very ingeniously
constructed vault to contain potatoes, and which likewise has secret

apartments to conceal liguers, dry geods, etes"

There is much contradictory informatiom regarding the exact location
of the Hortlwest posts Momk locatos it on the south side of the lake,
and Cous writes that it stood on the west shore of the leke next to
the Nisslesipple Reverend Ldmund Ely, at the request of louls Hill,
surveyor, drow & mep mark ng a sppt about halfway up the point north
of Fisherman's Day as the locations 1111l corrected this error and
noted the post by marking Brown's Foint "Suppositious site of fort."
This was later confirmed Ly the excavations carried out on the spot
by Professor Irving He Hart snd William Ingersoll,

See letter Hill to Ely, May £1, 1860s, asking Ely to trace a map

and antedating it to 1865,
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7
it times, other vegetables were grown at the fort, for the

next yeay George Monk, e clerk at leech lalke, in writing of this gmrden,

sald that 1t also produced some bosns end peass Monk mentioned, too,
the horses end pigs of the Nortlwest Companys

g
The establishment of this firet Northwest post, in 1704, on

Seandy lake has beon oredited by some to Willism MNorrisons DBut Horrisom
himself states that he went into the country in opposition to the "0ld
Northwest" and that he found "Bousqui at Sandy lekes" Charles Bousquet
was the NHortlwest trader in charge st Sandy leke from 1764 until at loast
1707, and ho was there when David Thompeon, the surveyor snd astronomer,
visited the plaoces

¢]
Very little is Imown of Charles Bousquete Thompson indlcated

that Douspuet's trading house was om the Sandy river about a half mile
from the Mississippi, and he may have beem trading independently by
1768, the year of Thampson's visits OSomething of his disposition end
resourcefulness may be learned, however, fram en account written by
Thampsone

me lay night that Thompson spent at Sendy lake was clear and

fine; and he got out his apparetus to take obserwations from the starse

Jacob V. Drower, Prehistoric lan at the lHeadwaters of the Mississippi,
Finnesota Iistorical Colloctiond, BiocUe

Willism Watts Folwell, History of Minnesota, 1:114,

Hinnosota Historical Cellectione, U214, %19, 216.

David Thampson, in the Chemplain Soclety Publications, vols 12,

Pe 230282,
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The curious Indiens watched Thompson closely as he bent over his solar
instrumentss All the warriors of the tribe were away at the time

on a buffalo hunt on the plaine west of the Missliesippi, and as this
torritory was claimed Ly the Siocux the women were snxiously awniting

the hanting party's returns The morning after they had wmiched Thompson
at his astromomionl studies, they sent a bent old men to inguire about
thoir warriorse Would they be loaded with meat? And when would they
return? Thanpson asked "Monsleur Bolske” to explain thet he Imew nothing
of thelr braves, that he had seen through his instruments nothing but the

moon end starse

'

‘_(
Bousquet, however, did not/slip this opportunity to score o

point on a subject about which he felt stronglye Liquer, Bousquet be=
lieved, was a curse to the Indians, making the warriors indelent and
quarrelsomes So he gave the old men his own version of Thompson's wordse
The men were safej they would be at Sandy lake the next day, each with

a loed of meats Dut the meat was poor, there wes no fat on it%, and they
must not pet drunk agein umtil the buffalogn wore fat, late in the summors
loreover, vhoever bit off ancther man's nose in a quarrel would be killed
by the Sloux in the firet battles To all this £he old men grunted,

"fhile wo cen get fire=ymber, we will drinke." &4ili, he relayed the
messe.7e to the women who, since they shared Bou:nquot's views, were pleased,

10
The British trade continued uninterruptéd by Pike's ultimatums

and the formation of the American Mur Campany by Jolm Jacob Astor in

Waresen Uphsm, Mimnesota in Three Centuries, 113206, The Pagoant
of America, 24180, Frotessor irving le lart, The 0ld Northwest
Compeny at Sendy lake 7:311-325, Minnesote liisTory la;asinoe
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1808¢ DBut eventually, after the War of 1812 and the treaty of 1816

following the war, the Northwest Company sold all of its posts and
outfits south of the Canadisn border to the imerican Fur Compenyes The

Sandy Lake post passed to Americen ownershipe

With the Northwest Company in grudging retremt, the American Fuy
Company gredually aocquired e monopoly of the trades IDut while the come
flict for control still raged between these two, & third contestant had
appeared, the Earl of Selkirk, of the Hudson's Bay Companys. Selkirk
entered through a loophole left in the United States govermment restriction
onn trade by foreigners, which stipulated only thet traders must not carry

on trade in thely own accountes

Under this provisiom, thirty or forty Hudson's Hay men came ine
to the country ae traders in 1018+ There wore cherges end counter charges,
felr tactics and foul were used to win trades Campetition between the
monopelies and the independent Lraders beomme a duel to the deaths Business
languished, until Lord Selkirk's death and the enforced Amorican restrictions

finally brought peace snd & new legse on life for the fur trades

With the establishment of the Nortlowst Company on Sandy Lake,
e change had come over the regians The colorful bustle of the fur trad-
mdeutabnslmmt succooded the native and occasiocnal trader on the shore
of FKahsme=tohwwon =s= u=me, lake of Sandy Waterss There wes constant
activity about the poete Indians came and went ceaselessly. A hunter
wae ususlly employed to supply the table with gameg firewood needed to
be ecut and hauled; when the post poanasﬁad horses,; hay had to be out

in the summer and brought to the post in winters The Indion women about




the fort wore dispatehed to the woods to gather sum and vatab, the
wood fibres used in making canvess

11
When the loe lad disappesred from the lakes and strecus, the

trappers, both Indian end white, assenbled at Sandy lake with such

furs as the winter's cateh had brought theme Packs of furs were taken
in exchange for trade-goods, for credit ory in rare instences, for oash,

from the "free traders” who frequentéy Sandy leke in very early dayss

Up from FPond du lac to the junctiom of the 5te Louis with the
East Savanna ceme the flotillas of rivermen, traders end clerks. INere

thoy would divide, one group-with en “iu revoir, portes bien" =

golng on up tho Ste Louls toward lake Vermillion, the othey turning
12
toward Jendy lakes

13
Goods loaded into the small cances were paddled up the river

as far as paddles ocould be used, and then the cances were drageeds In
later days, fleets of cances were kept at either end of the portage and

only the goods were packed over.

Through Sendy lake, finally, would come the oanoes with the

Clement I, Beauliey, Sketeh of the Fur Trade, manusoript, pe
1=6, 12, Mimmesota listorical Soe misoum, among the Rioce
Paporee

Paul Peoauliou, a desoription of the fur trade, pe 10~12,

in the Rice Faperse

Professor Irving I, Hart, The 01d Savemme Portage, 8:110-121
Mnresota listory liagasine, Urace L, Nute, The HIg,x_'x of Sartin
leleod, Deaulieu, fur trede. '
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'pieces' to bo used in the trade, Lloaded with ammunition, tobacco,
blankets, tomahawks, cloth and "foofarew" for the Indians, the oances
would move up the lake, the chants of the voyapeurs echoing through the
primitive tim}:erlnmﬁa. The goods were piled up at Pendy lake for the
:;urrou:::ii?.rt ;ci:sts. Here the wintering supplies were sorted, packed

and the cargoes for the cance brigades prepareds Three cutfits were
sent down the Missiseippi = to Mille Lacs, Gull Lake and Red Cedar “ake.
Up the Mississippl went outfits for Red lake, Yoech Lake and Ottertail,

and for Winnipeg, Cass “al® and Pokegame Falls,

For two eenturies, the fur trade was the greatest industry
of the continents The Indian wes profoundly affected by its His first
contact with eivilisation, for good or bad, was through the traders, and
he was not to escape from this influenee for msny pomerstionss A new
mode of life wms cremteds DPut the change in thw Indian's existence
was no more farereaching than the effect upon the Cenadians. 4 type
of men was produced emong them, new and different from eny other, and

peculiar to the trades These were the voyageurs, and the coureurs de

boiss

After the Dritish hed subdued the Fremch, the obeprvant end

adroit Northwest Company retained memy of the chief French traders,
15 16
the coureurs de bolss The voyageurs, equally esgsential te the fur

trade, were also kept on in British and, later, in American employe

Mimnesota History Megasine, 4,380,

Folwell, limesota, 1383,

Remsey Crooks, Letters of Remsey Crooks to Jdm Jacob Astor,
1817, in the Minnesota Historical Society museum, manuscripts,




They were generally French Canadlans of little or no education, but
possessing the peculliar traits, equability of temperament and knowe
ledge of woodoraft and of Indien habite, without which their rigorous
calling eould not be successful pursueds Remsey Crooks, an official
of the lmerican Fuy Company, epoke of this in a letter to Johm Jacob
Avtor in 1817

"Their places caxmot be supplied by Americans, who for the
most part are too independent to sulmit to & proper control and who cem
galn enywhore a subsistenoe such superdor Yo a man of the interior; and
although the body of a Yenkee cam resist as much herdship as any man,
"tis only in the Canadien wo find thet temper of mind to render him
dooile, patient and perseveringy in short, they are a people harmless
in themsélves, whose habits of sulmission fit them pecullarly for our
buriness."

17
(ne Fremch commentetor deplored the influence ﬂg the fur traders

"This, "he wrote," iz the moral and physical ruim of the youth of lower

Conadas It greatly injures agricultures DPesides its lure of profitse « «

it has become a mattor of respectivility to have been what they oall
‘voyagours.' The girls will not marry those who court them until the
lattor have made a trip to the paye d'en haut (interior)."

18
Perrault, who left the first record of wintering at Sendy Lake,

17 Comte De Colbert Maulevrier,
"Woyare dans 1' interiour des Etats~Unis et au Canndas
'(?f;: John Hopkins rreas, VAIGANOre, iUobs
18s Joen Daptiste Perrsult, Harrative of the Trevels and Adventures

of a Merchant V%ﬁw, FIehIgen Flonoor end HiStOrieal
clloctions, oifs ide (Manusoript discovered at the

Smithsinian Institute, emong the Schooleraft pepors by John
Sharpless Fox, in 19086, )
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wrote at length of the men engaged in the fur trade: "The life and
nanners of the troubadouresswere at the opening of the 17th century
transforred to North Ameriocmselio wonder a peasantyy, and adventurous
burgecis who led them, should as if the murmuring cataracts were but
one great orchestra of nature, give vent to thelr gayety in chantsess

to which the rapid strokes of heir paddles kept timos

mas

10 add to the exeltements of the American wilderness, the
Cahadians were guided on their adventurous trips by one of the most
ploturesque ruces of mankind==the painted and plumed Indiens, who, like
themselves were eminently bent on the enjoyment of the present scene
with 1ittle thoupht for the future: and it camnot be deemed surprising
that the American wilderness, in its freedom from restrainte, has so
meny chayme for the three classes who supplied the perpetunl elements
to the fur-trade: namely, the voyageur, the trader, and the ambitious
money-making bourgeois, who sought in the fibre of the beaver a treasure

more reliable than that which had eluded the grasp of Dr Sotos"

These Canndiens surpsssed the Indian in speed end endurances
Faddling, packing freight over the portages, sosked to the skin with
mud, snow or rein, bedded bemeath & tree for the night's brief rest,
all were part and parcel of the voyageurs' daily lot and were met cheere

19
fullye GSaid ome: "I ocould carry, paddle, walk, and sing with any men

I sawe 1 have beon 24 years a cance man, and 41 in serviece; no portage

was ever too long for mes Fif'ty songs could I sings I have saved the

lives of ton voyagours= have had twelve wives and six rumning dogse

164 Grace L, Nute, The Voyageurs
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I have spent all my money in pleasures Vere 1 young egein, I should
spond my life the seme way overs There is no life ms happy es a

voyagour's lifes"

A wanderer by nature, thoroughly et home in the wilderness,
living and hunting with the Indians and often bound to them by ties of
blood, the yoyagour wes & link without which the trading establishments

could scarcely have operateds

Hackinae, Three Rivers and lontreal wore usually the heade
20
quarters for the trading oxpeditions sent to the interiors Peter Pond,

an early trader, has left an account of the start of such an expeditions

"There was & mmber of Cances fiting for Mislemacamsos I
agreed with Isae Tod a Sgr to teke my Goods in his cannoce on fraight
and imbarkt with him and Jumes MoCGill Hsqge in ome of his Cances and
Jeat from Lasheen gachin‘g? for Mackines By way of the CGrand River,

Ag you puss the End of the Igland of liontreal to Go to m
Gmall lake oald the lake of the /iwe/ Mountines there stands a Small
Homan Church aganst s imall Repede This Church is Deacated to Sts
dom who protects all Voigorss Deare ic a smell Box with o Hole in
top for ye Reseption of & Little lMoney for the lole father or to say
e omall Mass for those whe Mut a smell Sum in the Boxs Scars a volger
tut stops hear end Puts in his mite and Dy thet meanes they Suppose
thay are protected."

2l
For the trip up the Oreat lalkes, mackinaw boats were used.

Iuge logs hollowed out, twenty to fifty feet long, the mackinaw bLoats
wore capable of carrying from twe to eight tons of freighte 2t Fond
du Leo, these boats were exchanged for birehberk cances, twenty=fouy
to thirty feet long and five foet wide at the center, with e capacity

of two thousand five hmdred poundss

Charies M. Gatesy, Feter Pond, in the I b aw P "Pive
Fur Traders in the Northwest introduoﬁa& E‘§ iu'mce Le ﬁute.
Clement H, Deaulieu, Sketch of the Fur Trade, maruseript,
among the Rice Papers, in the Nimnesote Listorical Soclety
Huseum, Fute, Voynpeurs
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In the cances the boetmen made their way upstream, pausing
every two hours or so to rest and smoke. At portapges, they "packed"
the cargo, including provisicns in "pieces" of about seventy=five pounds
eache The pack straps had a head plece, three inches wide at the center,
fiting oveyr the forechead to assist in packing the burden. If possible,

& load was carried at a half-trot to the pose; walking back for the

next load was supposed to give the packer all the rest he needed.

At certain places, called "packing pointe,” fur packs were
collected, opened; sorted and repacked:in'pieces' of the correct wei ht
for one man to carry over the portagess A pecking point is saild to have
been located on the western bank of the Prairie river, a short distance

22
above the place where it empties into Dell Horm Bay.

o
[STN
Goods stored at Fond du lae for the Sandy leke trade were often

forwarded in winter by dog teams The dogs, mostly fed on fish, were
of medium size and miscellancous breeds. If the snow crust was hard,
a dog could pull two hundred pounds, often covering sixty miles in a
dayes

24
The diet of the voyageurs and packers was corn hulled with lyes

Professor Irving He lart, The Barly Kistor;_of Sandy leke,
published in the Molregor-Filot Leview, 1932, June=Uctcbers
Lawrence L. Durpee, Urand Portage, 12:374, Minnesota History
Magagine, December 198l. Gates,live Fur Traders,

Gates, Pur Traders, Paul Eesulieu, Pe 4% in the Ride Fepers at

the Minnesota listorical Society museum, menuscriptey oIEe

v

the letters of Faul Deaulieu, The Orgenigzation of the British
Pur Trede, Mississippl Valley Iistorieal leview - 51172

{ueptenbﬂr 1918)
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with tallow for seasonings One quart of corn and one ounce of tallow
was the usual daily rations From the beginning of their journey, over
the Grest lekes in the meckinaw boate, up the tributary rivers by
canoe, over the portages on foot, this was thelr food each daye Doate
men, new to the river, were given pork until they became used to the
scantier dlet; those who customarily went no farther than lake Superior
posts were also given pork and were known consequently as mengeurs
du lard, pork eaterss Those who were old st the business and spont
their winters at the inland forts and posts were ecalled hivernants,

wintererss

25
At the interior posts such as Sandy lake, the daily ration

was & pound of flour and a half pound of pork, but the diet of the
men was limited enly by the skill of the post huntere The measuring
cup was disearded, and the voyegeur feasted on venlson, game, fish,
bear, and wild rices GSometimes as the winter drew on and game grow
searce, wild rice became the only food, and the measuring cup ree

appoareds Through all the diaries of the traders, the letters and

documents of explorers snd records al all kinds left by the white men

in the wilderness, the problem of food is always present and almost

always of prescing moment,

The voyageur's clothing wes as singuler as his foode A
desoription left b a missionary tells that "my man dressed himself

in the habit of e voyageur, that is, a short shirt, a red woolen cap,

Paul Deaulieu, in the Rice Yopers, pe 12 Nute, Voyapeur 356-73
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& pair of deer skin leggins which reach from the ancles a little above
the knees, and are held up by a string secured te & belt about the
waist, the sgien Zr“brcech clothﬁJ? of the Indians, and a pair of deer
skin moceasins without stoekings on the feete The thighs are left bare.
This is the dress of the voyageur in summer and winter." To this might
be added "a blue cepote, the inevitable pipe, a gaudy sash, and a gay
beaded bag or poush hung from the sash = gnd you have the voyageur as
he appeared speeding over the lakes, advencing cautiocusly up narrow
ereoks, tolling over portages, coracking his whip over the lwads of his
dogs, laughing down repids, fiddling in log forts end singing whereever
he was,"

-
b4
With the pessing of winter, the voyagour for a time came into

Hute, Voyageur, Glanville Smith, Minnesota, Mother of lakes
and Rivers, National Geographic Magasine, 268, March 102be
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bls owne Donw he went to Neckinme, Urand Portege or later to Fort
Willimm, thore to scatter his winter's wage with prodigal hends The
paddle, the packstrap end the meesuring oup were forgotten, snd he
ate and drank and ;;ain‘bled until the trading sesnecon came around sgaine

27
The "clerks" of the fur trade were next above the VOB geurs

in suthority, though not necessdirly in schoolinge Some clerks kept

thelir sccounts by means of drawings or plotures, and only they could
tell vhat the fipwres moants Others were men of education end often

of good femilys Sometimes the clerks were sons of younger brothers

of the bourgeois, the term sppliod to the head traders or factorss
fradors and clerks ocommiomally bought their goods outright from the

fur compeny, others were portnors and sometinmes were paid a salary.
Their lardships were often as groat &s those of the yoyageurss In the
long winters, there was little co:r.:'umiomifiy excopt that of the Indianss
Yot the 1ife wes a lusy one, and possessed a lure beyond the explanaticn

of ordinary mens

During kis stay at Seandy lLeke in 1806, Pike obsorved of the
traders: "I can only mccount for the gentlemen of the Northwest Compeny
contenting themselves in this wilderness often, f'iftesn’andasetwenty
yoears, by the atiaclment they contract for the Indian wemen, It appears
to me that the wealth of Natlonm would not induce me to remnin secluded
from the soclety of civilized wankind, surrounded by a sevaze and une
preductive wilderness, or belng Llessed with the cultivated and feeling

nind of a eivilized falr ono.”

b Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, Expedition te the Headwators of the
disclosippl, Tols 1: 158 ﬁﬁn?gso’m cletorical Collections,
PIEsTs Teplorations, 11 568~410s
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James Doty, seoretary, with the Cess expedition, folt much the

same vys "I very much doubt whether the desire to scowmlate wealth

could ever so strongly preduminete in mo ns to induce me to forsake the
comforte and elegencles of civilized 1life, for a residence in this dreary
wilderness, whore men suffer their passions to get at large so totally
unrestrained, thet they fall far below the savages with whom they associntes"

29
After the dmerican Fur Company bought the "fort," Willism Morrison

wae retained as trader et Sendy Lekes 1ife continued there at the same
high tempos It 13 related that in 1818 the Indians threstened to messacre
all the whitess It was but a short time sinoe the British had relinquished
the post to the United Statee ond the Indisns still resented the Americanse
Then when weasles ('bad medicine,' the Indiens thought, brought by the
imericans) had broken out mmong the netives and was taking a great toll

of lives, Morrison had to cast about quickly for a way to provent a ontase
trophoe Heo found 1t in the ciroumstarcs that he himself had two Indien
wives and that one of his own ohildren died in the epidemics Surely, he
argued, he would not bring in the Americans if they carried 'bad medicine!
which might kill his own childs This logic scemed to appease the Indians,

% Ha

Several Amwericans had come intol.mr countyy with the Selkirk
traders in 1818, smong them Williem Fernsworth and Jehn Fairbankse It
took them two months to come up from Mackinmme to Sendy lakey Pairbvanks
and Semel Ashmen wes still in cormand at the time of the visit of Cass

in 1820, TFairbanks was well lmovm in the fur trade for his penial temper

28, Hiisoonasin Hiatoricg%ﬂ%ileat %113&2’1&1“ aporg of Je
A e » 1 ™

Himnesota History azine, » DT
Regollectione of Joln Feirbanks, ps <=0, manusoript, Kinnes
Historienl Soclety, Among the Rice Papors. (Written by J. A.
Gilfallen from en intorview with Falrbenkss) !
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end integritye He was said to be kind to those under him, a good
trader and expert hunter. Iis son Ceorge Fairbanks was also & prominent
figure in the trades

81
Sometime between the first and second expeditions of Schooloraft,

1820 and 1832, the American Fur Company moved its post from Brown's Point
to & location just north of the Sandy lLake cutlet into Sandy rivers In
time a rivel trader nemed Abbott occupled the old poste The buildings
were still in use in 1833, BHventually, however, they were deserted and
sometime after the abendomment of the "fort" it seems to have been burned.
The cellars gradually filled with soil end the Indisns re=ocoupied the
site, established an Indisn villege and in the old clearing culiiveted
tho "Indian gardens,” the name by which the ares was‘ Inown to the early
sottlersy In time, the Indians, too, moved away, and the deserted site

beceme the "abandoned waste,"noted by Jacob Brower in 1894,

In 1828, Major Stephen H. Long set out to explore the Fed River
velley and the northern frontiere lLe was accompanied by an ltalian gentle=
mon, nowly arrived in this country, Clacomo C+ Deltramis Near Pembina
in the Red River country, UDeltrami left the party end began exploring
on his own accounts lHis trevilis led him southward, end his Chippewa
guides in fear of the Sioux left hime For several days, he was alone,
working his way toward Red lake where "white bears abounded.” Inexperienced
in the management of & canoe, Deltrami st times waded in the river dragging

the canoe containing his effects efter him by means of a thonge A shower

3l Professor Irving i, Hart, The Old Northwest Company Post on . $y
loke, 7:311«825, Minnesota Illstory Nagaszine,
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of rein drenched the poods and he dried them and then hoisted over

them his red umbrellas "It was singular enough to see them conveyed

thus in the stetely style and menner of China, while I was myself condemned
to travel in that of a glley slave.," This effort with the umbrella was

"eould form no idea

worthwhile, for, meeting some traveling Indians, who
what that great red skin could be," he was able to catch their interests

and hire a guide,

With his new guide, the worn traveler cemped for the night and
during the late hours, hearing a sound in the camp, fired his gun. At
the sound of the shot, the guide, thinking instantly of the Si¥ux, venished
and calls end pleading failed to win him backs DBeltrami was again alone
in the wildernesss Iowever, when morning came, he fired two shots, a
recognized signal of friendship, and the Indian returned from his hiding
places The two men then set out to discover what the beast was that the
Italian had shot at the night before in the darkness. At some distance
they discovered a dead wold; but the Indian, contrary to the Itslian's
expectations, did not skin the beast or even touch its Instead he
addressed the dead enimal. "le expressed to it the sincerity of his

regret for what had happened, and informed it that he was not the person

who had destroyed it." The wold happened to be the family totem of the

Indian's particular clan.

After many misadventures, the Italian reached the vieinity of

the headwaters of the Mississippi. Here he discovered and named Lake Julia
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and having delivered a letter to s ocertain bois=brule of Hed lLake, who
was directed to accompeny him, he continued on toward Leech lake, lis

supplies had mostly lost or given away to the Indians but Beltrami never

lost sight of the significuncgggor the romance of his journey and ree

corded falthfully the perils that beset him in my labours in these, my
translantic promenades." And the "labours" were meny and ungentle. A
fierce windstorm strewed the trees about him = it was doubtless an earth~
quake, noted Deltrami. With little food and torn clothing he stregeled

on with his guide "at a brisk pece, and my air and carriage were not
contemptible for a man who was hitched and hooked on every side in thorms
and briarsesefven Delille, who converts everything into rose end jessamine,
would have changed his tone in my situation. Not a word of complaint,

however, did I utter."

The Italien learned that the Indiens' directions were not always
to be relied upons "The Indiens themselves have confessed to me that,
when they go down to the traders' settlements, they amuse themselves with
gulling their credulity by a number of fables, which afterwards become Lhe

oracles of geographers and bookmakers."

(n “eplember 20, 1823, beltrami ceame into Sendy lLeke from the
upper Mississippl and observed that "this lake hes a handsome basin,”
lle found "the trading esteblishment /Amdrican Fur Compaqi? is near the
spot where Sandy river falls into the Missiesippis” Though fur trading
had not yet started for the year, the explorer found a Canadian on guard

who offered him shelter and food,
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The Cenadisn himself wes low on supplies, having nothing but wild rice

end potatoes and "

who to console me under my privations, geme me a list

of those which had himself experienced." Beltrami learned at Sandy lake
that tho directions of the post were even them on thelyr way westward

snd were expected to arrive in a few days. He noted that they were coming
through the Savanna Portage and that "through this chennel are conveyed
all those articles which constitute the steple of commerce with the
Indians of this regions” Dut the ltalian could not wait for the arrival
of the traders snd with his gulde, on the 2lst of September, he left

"the Canadian end the Sandy river.”

32
About 1828, William Morrison who had been in charge of the

Sendy leke post, retired snd returned to Cenada, and the trade of the
American Fur Company passed under the supervision of Williem Altkine
There were four primeipal traders in the fur comntry at thet time, each
having Jjurisdiction over a portion of the territorye The Fond du lac
department, Altkin's was the largests

33
then Altkin, together with & trader, loussain, tock charge, each

Paul Beaulieu, in the Rice Fapers; Clement Beaulieuw, Sketch of the
Fur Trade, pe 4, MANUBOTipt, gice Fapersce
Tetters of Henry M, Rice concerning Willismy Aitkin, Rice Papers.

e
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vas to receive ono=sloth of the profitss Altkin bought out Eoussain
in 1830, assuming complote supervision of the department and receiving
one=third of the profitse le made Sandy lake his hesdquarters and the
chief post of the departmonts Under his mansgement were subordinate
agents or clerks, and each post usually employed in addition a Liacke
amlth, baker, mmaon, and scrmetlmes ono or more cookss

34
Willism Altkin was the heand of the Fond du lee Department dure

ing all the most profitable years of the Sandy lake post under the American
Pur Compenys le alloted the goods for each post within h}m Jurisdiction
and he devised means of combating opposition tradere for the Indian's furs,
The Indiens wore better pald when the Americen Fur Company had some competitiony
for without rival traders they had to accept what thoy oould gets Usually
the Indian received oredit for such goods as he might require during the
winter's nt and, when his furs were brought in at the end of the sesson,
the cost of his winter goods was deducteds Oprdinarily the trader knew
about what to expect $n the way of furs from his hunters and trapperss
Thelr abilities being kmown, the credits were limited socordingly, pencre
ally anywhore from five dollars to two hmdred dollarss

36
The Mmerican Mur Compeany had tried to crush opposition by pay-

ing good prices regardlese of cost and in the begimning, by supplying the
Indiens with ligquors Up beyond the border, Altkin had argued, the British
had no seruples about spirits and unless he could do likewise the fur

compeny would lost 1ts msinesss In 1824, his plea had borne frulty he

Paul Besulieu, manuseript, in the Rice Papers, ps 12s Minnesota
!iIs%or&cnI

Hlstory Nagasine, 31177 HMichigan Collections 37:19%,
lichigen Historieal Collections, 374166 Altkin Age, October
11, 1928,
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wes grented permmlssion by the Agent to take on two barrels of whiskey
at Nackinao for the Indisn trades DBut the permit wee not renewods

86
In the early days of the fur trade, & "ekin” wos the unit of

valuos The Americen Pur Ceampeny issued notes, "beaver money,” redeemable

the bearer in American Puy Company suppliess
1y

A gun was worth about two skinsy leggine with riblons and beads,
two skinsy tgbacco in long twists, six feet for two skine or three plugs
for one sking a pint of powder, ene sking an awe or tomahawk, one sking
& mosh of beads, one skine Certein small items were rogarded and ree
served as presentgs=a flint, naedlga, awlg, vermillion paint end rings,
The roﬁowing is o memorandum of s Sendy lake outfit writtem on the back

of a fragment of dialogue between the Heverend Ely, s missionary et Altkin's

trading post in 1832y and an Ojibwms

-
&

pros Blkte 20 ptes @'ointﬂ. refers to the quality
. Wl il of the blankets/

ﬂ " 1; n
pée Crey List Cloth

" Cotton Plaid ses

" Russie Sheoting eee

Dosn sealping knivese

Bage Corm
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" Shot
Kbge powder

gun flinte

Dogn clsy pipes

SRES corn

< Plour) Provisions for men"
1bs Pork )

RO B S

O e
>3

Grace L. Nute, Demver Money, lMinnesota History Magesine, 01287,
The Edmméd Frenk Liy “epors, Hinnesota Historiesl Soclety,
nanuseriptse
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38
A prime beaver was worth two skinp; ome otter, two skins;

bear, two skingy ten muskrats, one sking end one skin weas the value
of three mertens, tlree mink, two prime busks, three racoens, two lynx,
two fisherse Desides pelis, traders also acoepted wild rice and maple
sugar at the rate of ten pounds of sugar, one skin, and a seck of rice,
two aking,

The details of Altkin's carly life are scmewhat obsoures e
was born inagcotlmd about 1760 and came into the upper Mississippl region
with a trader nared Drew in the early 1000%se Iis was a man of some education
end many attalmeontses o seens to have boon equally at home In the most
civiliged surroundings or in the wildemmess wigweme, lie was the firet
trader to encourage the missionaries, and it was at his suggestion that
Reverend Frederick Ayor established s school at Semdy lake for the children
of Altkin's clerke and voyngours, the first school in Minnesots outside
of Fort ::nnllingfg

41
In letters dating back to 1815, members of “itkin's family

spell the neme "Altken," although when the county was nemed Roger Aitkin,

to wvhanm the officials wrote, stated that both his fathor and he had always

spellod # "Adtkine”

Be Peul Beaulieu, in the Rice Papers, Mimmesota Listorical Soclety.
Manusoriptaos

S0e Verren Upham, M ota D 1716, 51483, MHimmesots Historical
Colloctions, W, . Yoars in the Northwest, 114,241
Warren Upham, Mimnesota in Three Centurlies 10y p013,646
Yemorende on W an ® Linnes Historical Scelety
masoum, manuseripts, also letters of Hemry M. Rice, ls H. Sibley,
Remsey Crooks, Fsul and Clement Deeaulieu and otherss
Folsom Fifty Years, Folwell, Mimnesota, 131174.
Sibley Fapers, pertaining to Altkin, Minnesota Historical Soclety,
Haruseriptae Altkdn Ape October 11, 1020,
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42
William Altkin was en opposition trader at Leech lake as early

as 1018 He was still g citizen of Canade and, until he could become
maturalized, seoured his goods fran Charles Ermatinger, an independent
American trader and cutfitters Aitkin geems to have prospered, and

after he bocame associated with the American Fur Company his post at

Sendy leke had "all the comforts and meny of the luxuries of life."

(vaw o ok

Back in the security of quiet/villngeﬂ, #illiem Aitkin's family

geve anxious thought to the wild and remote cireumstences of his eallings

In & letter in 1820 his mother heped her "Dear William" wms welly David
Aitkin, at Nova Bcotia, inoluding with his letter notes from his sister
Violet and other members of the family, wrote te William: "We all think
that the business which you follow must be very hurtful to your comstitutions
I1f it were possible for you to get any settled ségmtion, it would be much

better than that wandering life which you leads" But the wendering

life held him ms it held otherse le was destined never to quit its

Before Altkin was stationed at Sandy lake, he had married Daye
Ji=quodwo=qua, Striped Cloudy They had seven children and Aitkin cared
for them with a merked solicitudes In July 1821, three of the children
were at school at Mackinee, and Altkin, writing from Sandy lake, ree
quested lHenry H, Sibley, a future Minnesots fovernor, then at the fur

headquarters, to keop a watchful eye on thems

Lettors of Charles H. Oakes, August 1872+ Cleoment K, Beaulieu
Sketch of the Fur Trede Menuserint = pe 1 « 3,

From the Sibley Papers, lotfers and other material pertaining
to Altkin, Eimnesota Historical Society, mammscriptss
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Alfred, one of Aitkin's sons, was destined for fame of a
tragio sorts OStationed Ly his fether at the Cass *“nle post, be boe
came involved in e dispute with two Indiange Cme of them murdered
hime The orime precipitated a notable menlhunt, for the murderer fled
with his people immedietelys "illiem Aditkin, receiving the news, gathered
twenty~tvwo half«breeds about him and set out for Cass lekos Doutwell,
nissionary at leech lake, joined the party "with his musket on his
shoulders as & man and as a Christian, for he kmew it was a rightrous

couses Tho murderer was talken once, escaped fram five armed men, and

was captured at last by CGeorge Dongn, glant Negroe=Indien mixed bloods

Tho ct#iminal was brought to Fort “melling in chains end then carried to

Frairie du Chien for trials ZIhis is credited with being the first
erininal case tried under the teorritorial laws of “isconsine The trial
was oconducted with few formalitiess Liquor wae plentiful; some said
that the priscner wes the only sober person In the courtroome It was
finally decided that the prisoner, not being s full=blood white man,
wae outside the court's jurisdiction, end he was nequitﬁodfé

45
John Altkin died at Crow Winge Roger Altkin, the "Little

Roger" oftem memtioned in the diary of the missionary Ely, spent most
his life at Malnomons Jemes P. Soobt married Vancy Altking the brothers

Varren married two othors of Aitkin's deughtersy and a fourth deughter

Wisocnsin Lilstorical Collectionse 203340, 61271 Minnescta
History Hagasine, 4!587-5883 Aitkin Cotober 11, 10208;
William Warrem, i 1488-386, Neill's
liaonlester Cont Pifty Toars pe 483,
Letters of Charles H. Cnkes, Auge e DBOXUSO s Uinnesota
Higtoricnl Socletys Varren, Ojibway, G:0-11, Winchell Aborigines,
700
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merried a trader named Moocorse Williem ¥arrem, Matilda's husbend, was
the son of Lymen Varren of MHayflower descent; his mother was a descendent

of Cadottes Warren becsme & valued suthor of Indian historys

When the fur trede bepgen to decline, the old traffic was diverted
fram the Creat lekes country end moved south to Mendotas In 1834, the
AsSor interests in the American Fur Company were sold to & group who
reorgenised the trede and retalned a fow of the old traders, including
William Alkine Dut his ster was on tho wanes In 1838, he was discharged
for mismanagements 5¢41l, Altlkin continued to trade indepondently for
sae time and had a post below Watabe 3In 1848, in conversation on a
Hississippl steamboat, Aitkin said that although hd had been through
the Great lakes thirty times and to low York a8 cften, he wns now for
the first time trading with St Louiafs

47
Altkin plowed and planted the first fleld in Bemton County in

the epring of 1847, In the year of 1848, a party of men engaged in cutting
& road to the Winnebago Agency erossed the Swan river near whereo it empties
into the Missiselppi in Denton Countye IHore they founmd that ¥illiem
Altkin hed "made & clainm" end was building a hotel and store on the east

bank of the Swem rivers The ommsus of 1850 lists smong the "free ine

habltents of the Smuk Rapids district, Territory of Mimmesota" Willism

A3tkin, aged 68, farmer, born in Scotland, ccoupation, merchents and hie

childrons

Folsom, Fif'ty ¥ears, 483-486; Also nated in the Kemper Papers
Lotters of Cakes on Williem Adtkine :
Bemoranda on Willism Adtkin, (manuseripts, Mimmesote Historical
Socletye Winohell, Aberipines, T8¢, Folsom,Fifty Yeers, 468,
lilmosote History Megesine, 71109 ¢ Altkin Zre, Ucte ﬂ, 1029,
Helenna, 480s
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"Roger, aged 23 years,
selim S - "
Robert i L,
Julia
Kaanima é ‘
Childe 4 2
lgabella e A
Edger s/12 ® ”

"

The name of the mother of these yownger children is not given, but it
may have been Pawghikewuteoequa, who wes mentioned as Altkin's wife in

1849 when Governor Remsey stopped overnight at the Aitkin homs,

Various estinates of Aitkin's character heve been left by those
who knew him or were associated with him in trade. Willism Johnston,
an opposition trader who may lave had an excuse for bias, wrotes "He
i8 & men of no prineiple, his conduct has been such as to cause Indain
traders to bluche" Again, afber Aitkin had nade a speech to the Indians
of Loech lake, Johnston said, "From what they told me of his speech he
must have considered himself a little superior to the President himself,”
Gthers who were acqua}nted with Altkin, esteemed him for his urbenity and
unbounded hospi‘tality:a

lienry Me Rice, en outstanding men of early Minnesota publie life,
wes but one of the noted figures who knew Aitkin welle Rice gave Aitkin
unstinted preise, stating that he had shared the seme camp fire with
Altkin for many memthss "When the scenes of his w%ld adventures and
hardships shall be erowded with teeming towms and ;illagos. his name will
be fondly cherished and all will regret that nothing but a meagre oute

line of his adventures has been proserved.”

48, Michigen Historiecal Collectioms, 571160200,




In 1847, Altldn, who had alweys played an important part in
the negotiation of Indian trecties, wont with Rice to help assemble
the lake Superior snd lississippi Chippewm at Fond du lac to negotiate
a treatys They cmuped nesr Aftkin's old post on Sendy lales "I shall
remomber how sed and desolate ho lookeds" wrote Rice," as ho gazed upon
the ruins of his onoce happy home, where hw was in reality monarch of
all he surveyodesehls word, whoen in prosperity, was the law of the
londessbut what o changos His fortune gone, his orice proud spirit
brokensss”

#1lliam Altkin died in 1861, but the story of his passing is
somowhat confusods Itﬂgs kmowm, however, that his mu Indien wives were
present at his funeral and that Striped Cloud, the f‘ira‘t wife, determinedly
secured the coveted place as chiefl mourners Altkin wes buried on the eeast
bank of the Mississippi near the mouth of the Swen riverse Although sources
differ, it sooms remsomable that the location of his greve wes near the

Swen river in Norrison countys

he fur trede was dwindling by the time of Altkin's deaths
Within a fow years it was but a nemorye 4 ;xar:::nont marier, Just off
state highway 66, conmemorates the spot on Drow's Polnt where the "ClMd
Torthwost" held swayj anothor near Litby meris Altkin's post of the

Amerleen Fur Compenys

50e Fole Pifty Yours, pe 409,

51e e:sfficial‘mgs“"‘sm State Higlway Department, Map of Nimnnesota
1030« Cthor materinl on Williem Altkin mey be found in Wisconsin
Metorical Collections, 20:340s Minnesota Historical Collections
1416 The & Houtwell, Ely Pa in the Ninnescta Historiocal
Soclotys Shermen iall, July 18, 1872+ Letters from
Allen Morrlson to H. M. Rice, Among the Rice Faperss™T8sollections
of John . Fairbanks, written by J. A, OTITTITENS™ LetToTs of
He M, Rioes Altkin Age, 10/11,%9 T T




OF THE VINE AND THE FRUIT.

Long before white settlers invaded the Indian lands, missionaries
had preceded them in many parts of the state, If the white trader was
first in any loecality, the preacher or the priest was not far behind, As
the trading post rose in the interior wildermess, the miasion station was

likely soon to stand beside it.

The efforts of the missionaries were directed toward two goals~

to covert the Indian and to civilize him. There seems to have been some
1
difference of opinion as to whichtﬁﬁhesa aims should he attempted first,

r

The desire of the Jesuit, wrote Férkman, was "to acecompany one of these roving
bands, partly in the hope that, in some hour of distress, he might touch their
hearts..." This was in line with the argument that the aborigine mist first

be Christianized by the gospel, them civilized by the school., Eliot, "the
apostle of New England," and many others held that the Indian must be civilized

first in order to be Christianized,

Of missionary activity among the savages, few records in Winmnesota
are more revealing than those of Sandy Lake, HNere was establisned the first
mission school in Minnesota, the first school of any sort outside of Fort

Snelling, and it was organized by the first resident missionary in the s tate,

Governor Lucah of Iowa, in Newton H, Winchell, The Aborigines

of Minnesota, 638, (published by the iinnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, The Pioneer Company, 1911,)

Franels Parkman, The Jesuits in North America ,1:22.
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3
Frederick Ayer, a Presbyterian clergyman, had a mission station

at Mackinse as early as 1829, The trader at La Pointe, Lyman Warrenm, one
of whose sons lster married a daughter of William Aitkin, persuaded Ayer
to open a mission there in 1831, Although in all the vast reaches about
Lake Superior thers were no other missions, Christianity was not new to
La Pointe, lMore than a century and a half before, the Jesuits had e=

bandoned a misaion there.

Ayer wintered st La Pointe in 1831, then weni on a tour of the
Sandy Lake region, The Ameriean Fur Company was flourishing at Sandy
Lake and its post theré, the most important station in the interior, was
the scene of great activity, William Aftkin was in charge of the vwhole
Fond du Lac department, with Sandy Lake as his headquarters.

Altkin urged young Ayer to remain at Sandy Lake and open a school
for the children of his voyageurs and elerks, Ayer organized a school
and remained during the winterrtosteach, What time he had left from thai
duty he spent in studying the &hippesa language. While at La Pointe he
had begun the prepafation of a spelling book in Chippewa and during that
winter at Sandy Iske “e completed it, This laborious task finished, he
undertook another, equally formidable, With an Indien guide furnished
by Altkin and eighty dollars in his pocket, Ayer set cut on foot in the

spring of 1833, to go by way of liackinac to Utica, New York, to get his

3e Data on the life and work of Frederick Ayer is found among other
sources in: "Minnesota Historical Collections, 61429, 11359, 14:25,
519, Wisconsin History Collections (Madison 121442-4l4; Minnesota
History 81273, 141143, ¥illiam Watts Folwell, History of iimnesots,
11174,178, Aitkin Age, October 11, 1929.




book printed,

A
Now the American Board of Comaissicners for Foreign Hissions,

jointly controlled by the Presbyterian and Congregational churches, be=

gen to show interest in the distant Indian tribes about the Creat Lakes,

Ayer placed himself under the Board's direction, and Reverend William
Boutwell, who had been at Sandy Lake with Schooleraft in 1832, was sent to
take Ayer's place there. Ayer was dispatched to “ellow Lake, where he
remained for about two years, At Mackinae he had married a teacher, Elisabeth
Taylor, and in 1836 their station was removed to Pokegama Lake, near the
present Pine City,

5
The Chippewa Indian worshipped, in general, material objects

and the natural forces which his senses could perceive, Everything in

nature had its spirit, énd these deities were believed to protect only such

persons as had done something to morit the faver. The Chippewa hald that
there was one Creat 8pirit, or Henito, and many subordinate spirits with both
good and evil powers, whom they could placate with oferings and meritore
ious deeds . Upon this formaliged supernaturalism, the early missionaries
sought to impose the Christian faith, The sbstract ethical principles

which they attempted to introduce into the Indian's iife were difficult

for him to cgmprehend, Too, the or dinary white man's example did not

appreciably recommend his religion,

Stephen R, Riggs, Pre lons g_Northwe

Minnesota Historical Collectiona, Fo ﬁuggg;x;gg_ﬂign%gg_g
1:174~175, %illiam W, Varren, H;ggggx;gs;jgy;__igpggx 51368,
Hinnesota Historical Collections,

Folwell, M 11170, Newton H. Winchell, Aborigines of
Minnesota, 506~508, 611 * (8¢, Peul, 1911),
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Despite the recognized obstacles, the Azerican Board meant
to bring the light of Christian doctrine to the heathen Indain, There
were several contemporaries of Ayer, among them Edmund Ely of Massachusetts,
whom the Board now directed to locate at Sandy Lake with the Reverend
Boutwell, FEly set out from Albany in 1833 to make the long journey by
boat over the Great Lakes, FEntries in the young missionary's diary tell
of his trip by "Express Cance” and of the kindly trader at Saulte Ste,
Marie who gave him money to redeem his flute, of necesaity left behind
in Albany, The cance left Saulte Ste, larie on July 2/= "a stirong Breeze

came from the weat,..we started at 12 Oeclk haveing on board our Batteaux

22 souls of us...all, but 3 or 4, Halfhreeds, and in addition & dogs and
6

pups~- & 3 @ats and Kittens e~making in all 33 men and animals."

Eventually, Ely arrived at Sandy Lake and took charge of Ayer's
school, while Boutwell moved on to Leech Lake, Boutwell, one of those
ol
who believed that ecivilization must merch hand in hand /salvation, found his

charges=-to=be at Leech Lake and settled down to his labors,

6. Ely, (Bdmund F,) Papers 1833+1904, 2 boxes, Coples of correspondence,
Copies of diaries with gaps. Grace L, Nute, The Edsund Fra
Papers, 61343-354, "innesota History lagazine, Warren, Ojibway,
58356, Minnesota Historical Collections,
Boutwell, (William F,) Papers, 1832-1881, 1 box, Alsc a copy of a
diary kept on Schooleraft's Expedition in 1882 and throughout
Boutwell's residence as a missionary to the Chippewas at Leech
Lake, 2 sutoblographical articles., Letter from Ramsey Crooks,
fathep=in=law, Minnesota Historical Collections, 13:320; Edward
D, Neill, Memoir of William T, Boutwell, Macalester College Contributionms,

2 series, no. 1. p. 4. Neill, Minnesota History, 424.
Merle Potter, Opne Hundred and One Best Stories of Minnesota,
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The chief of the band lived in a log house, the gift of traders, and
Boutwell visited him, ¥As wn'entarod, the old chief, bare-legged and
bare~foot, sat with much dignity upon a cassette, painted black, His
warriors were all feathered, painted and equipped for service= many wore
the 1nnignin of courage, a strip of pole=cat skin round the head and heels,
the bushy tail of the animal so sttached to the latter as to drag on the
ground, The Crown of the head was ormamented with standing feathers in-
dicating the nn@ber of enemies the individual had killed, on one of which
I counted no less than twelve." In his writings, the missionary noted
his first efforts to convert the Indians among whom he labored, "Read

a hymn and portions of seripture to a few Indlans who accompany us, to
which they all listened attentively. I also presented a little tract

to one of them, from which I read, He thanked me, and soon after to make
me some return, ceme with some Polusigon, the leaves of a running vine,

vhich they dry and smoke,"

Boutwell later nade a trip to Yellow Lake, where he married Hester
Crooks, mixed=blood daughter of Ramsey Crooks, an official of the American
Fur Company, The wedding trip to Leech Lake was by canoce and over the
Savanna Portage. "Dear Hester, like a true heart," waded after her husband
"through mud and water halfeleg deep and carried a few kitchen utensils.”

Ely, left at Sendy Lake and "happily disappointed" in the place,

took up his work with zeal, Like most of the Protestant missionaries, he
9

felt obliged to implant in the savage a "book religion." Faith expressed
in symbols and ritual was no part of Ely's creed, and since the redman

9 Folwell, Minnesota, 1:171




hed no written language years were spent in preparing one through which the
Cospel might be presented to hin, In the meantime, while the missionary
struggled with the language, the trader, the government agent, the soldier
and the politican, all were leading their mark on the savage., Too,often;
the missionary seems to have dwelt in an unreal world of hope, ;8119 the

savage contended with a worlf of very real desire and privation,

Ely, humble and anxious, found almost insurmountable obstacles
in his path, DBut he could sing., And in song he hit on a universal language,.
The ‘Indian loved to sing, and by thi# method most of Fly's teaching was done,
The missionary's diary describes the activity of the fur post and his
struggles with his pupils, He nentioma the Indians' preparations for a
hunt, and, perhaps with a touch of wishful thinking, since he never ceased
to preach the striect observance of the Lord's Sunday, he reports waiting
for Aitkin's return by cance= but "ir. A, detained it,..whether on account
of the Sabbath I know not,.." The shortage of food in the Indian camps
troubled him and he was bothered with an "affection® in his throat, Pere
haps it was from singing. "Had I continued a 1little longer, I doubtless
would have received a fatal injury, God knows what is best {or me to
d0see] was not fit, in spirit, for the work.%l

Ely was tireless, nevertheless, and at times he was encouraged

by good attendance at his s-rvices, But the work of Christianizing the

From the Plary of Fdmund Fly., Folwell, Hinnesota, 1:170.
Winchell, : , 611
Letter of Oetober 27, 1833, Ely Papers.




OF THE VINE AND THE FRUIT

natives went forward slowly, The missionary felt keenly his responsibility

Hkag
as the only perscn within one hundred and fiftg/who preténded to be influenced

by the sentiments of the gospel, "Today have enjoyed sowething of the peacefulw
ness of the Sabbath, in my meditetions, There is a lack of humility, stinted
views of the Character of £in...which does not lead me upon my face, with
tears, before God, I went tenderness of Consclence., 5in but little dise
tresses me...Assembled the children this morning, but was poorly enabled to
ge through with the common round of Excercises, Had previously read to thé
'Brusia' The Crucifixion of our Savior...ig which he assisted me much in
accent,” Brusia was the Sandy Lake cheif%h

Not all of Ely's time was spent with his pupils, He took long
walks about the country and mentions visiting Abbott and Scott, opposition
traders at the old Northwest post on Brown's Point, in the company of William
Aitkin Qnd the latter's son, "little Roger." =ly asked Aitkin whether Abbott's
children should be refused permission to attend the misaion school, Aitkin
anawered, "The interests of the American Fur Company requires me to say
yes," However, the winter of 1833 brought considerable visiting bLetween
the posts, and Aitkin entertained the opposition traders at Christmas, The

next spring, it was decided to move the mission and school to Fond du Lac.

All three of these men maintained by the American Board, Ely, Ayer
and Boutwell, strove earnestly for the conversion of the Indian, Their hopes
rose and fell, they were harrassed by lack of funds, by the constant inflow

of fire-water and by the wandering habits of the Indian himself. Hardship

12, £ly Dlary entry of October 17, 1933,
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was their lot end it was cheerfully endured, In a letter dated November
30, 1835, Ely wrote of having received word from Boutwell, With his wife and
infant; a few weeks old, Doutwell had just returned to Leech Lake by the

ususl cance route, arriving October 9, Ely noted in His diarys "The little

one was preserved in health through cold rains, snows and winde, The child
once fell into the Hississippi and was drenched, The Lord wonderfully
provided for Br, B, His man took inm 10 or 12 days 3500 tulibees Jehitefish/."

13
By 1841, all three of the misslonaries were at Pokegeme, War

broke out again between the Chippewa and the Sioux, and more than half of
the Indisns removed to remote places, some to Fond du Lac, some to La Pointe,
fly followed them to the latter place, but Boutwell stayed on at Pokegama,
Small groups of Indians returned from time to time, rousing new hope in

the missionaries, but as & whole the bands never returned, In 1847, the
Pokegama station was abandoned,

Runger and disease had also taken their toll. By 1838, too, the
government had decided not to graii’funds to any sectarian school, It was
renaked that the "praying Indians" could see small results from the mission
atations among them and watched with some apprehension the construction of
uildings on their lands, "For®, they asked, "where will our children
play®® Moreover, the government agents appeared to feel that the booke
educated Indian was less responsive to government supervision than his

pagan brother,

Minnesota Historical Collections, 1163, Hinnesota History,
Magazine, 16128; Folwell, Minnegota, 1:81.
Winchell, Aborigines, 64D,
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Ayer established hiszself at Delle Prairie after a time, I
stayed on at La Pointe, and Boutwell renained to preach to the settlers
in Wisconsin, The American Board atopped sending out missionaries to the
northwest,

15
Other mission orgsnisations, ineluding the FPresbyterian, Con=

gregational and Protestant Episcopal, opened stations in the fur country,
After 1839, the Metho dists established missions at various points,
organizing one at Sandy lLake, This school was maintained for many years,
It became inereasingly epparent to some that little could be done to
eivilize the Indians unless they were requi-ed to remain in a settled
location,

16
In 1842, the mission Indians from Pokegama came up to the rige

lakes about Sandy Lake and professing fear of the Sioux, refused to go

back. The ganeral migration of the Indians under treaty terms also con-

tributed to restlessncss among the tribes, Vhen the government superintendent

in 1842 asked for blacksmiths, farmers end carpenters for Fond du Lac, Sandy
Lake and Crow Wing, it was urged that the Indians be confined to reservations

unless they kept their children in echoel,

The Sandy Lake Methodist station wes a manual labor school. In

Folwell, Minpesota, 1:181-182, Winchell, Abouiginas, 641,

Minnesota Historiesl Collections, 6:147~1.8.

Winchell, Aborigines, 640-641, Diary and Letters of Samuel
Spates, Mimnesota Hiatorical Collections, 1163, Minnesota

History Magazine, 16328, 6:147-148,
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1842, there were fifty-two scholars, The Reverend Samuel Spates took

charge of the school in 1846, and classes were held regularly throughout
the year "whenever the children could be got in," The station was placed
in charge of other preachers from timé to time, but Spates was there dure

ing most of the period until about 1855,

The diary and letters of Spates, though rather pathetic in tone,

are brightened hereand there by touches of rweful humor, They tell the

story of his struggles to convert the reluétant Chippewa, and of the
privations he shared with his charges, On dne occasion, he made a trip
from Sandy Lake to Ls Pointe, where he had been urged to preach., He felt
that he could not: "ly cloathes are not fitt... My coat has neather
lineing nor poekets, and the elbows are both patched," But he added:
"The HMissionary will not take this excuse, and I much fear; Cod will not
either, So I will try to Preach, in the strength of my mantar.%T

18
By 1849, the fandy Lake school had forty-nine pupils with en

average attendance of twenty-five; the Sabbath school counted forty; and
there were seven registered members of the church, Preachers casze at
intervals from other pleces. Jacob Falstrom, first Scandinavian to settle
in Minnesota, visited there and may have preached occasionally, Another
preacher stationed st Sandy Leke for a time was John Emnmegahbowh, Ottawa

Indien convert, After 1853, the point was on the regular itinerary of

17, Diary and letters of Samuel Spates,
18, Winchell, Aborigines, 640-641,
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Father Plers, Catholic missionary at Crow Wing, who may have been the
"Mr. Unknown, Catholic Priest"™ mentioned in the 1850 census, Pather
Plers left a vivid account of his frist trip to the Sandy Lake Indians,
for he had forgotten to take along his mesquito netting and his gloves,
In 1867, at the age of eighty-two, he made one of his last trips to visit
then, The hundred mile journey wes made by horse and sled in the midst
of winter and four nights were spent in the open, In 1873, Father Piers

19
returned to Burope where he died,

After the lumbering period began, preachers made the rounds from

camp to camp with packsacks on their backs, The lumber jacks usually treated
them well, Best known of the traveling preachers in this region was proe
bably Joseph Gilfillan., It was said that he walked great distances and
sonetines would preach in four camps om a single Sunday., In 1881, he
made a trip to Elk Lake and held service there, This has been called the
first religion service to be conducted at the source of the Mississippi.
Only twe persons composed the congregation, a Massachusetts professor and
an Indian guide, Southern Ground, 4B the missions declined, some of the
preachers remained to minister to the white sattl@rsfo

In general, it may be concluded that the vine of the eerly Indain
nissions was planted on stony soil and the harvest wus scant, There was

much the Chippewa could not understand., He could understand the trader who

came for profit, the soldier for war, and the Indian agent, But he was

Hinnesota Historical Collections, 1031122-125,

Father Francis Pierg, by Sister Crace MeDonald, June 7, 1936,
Winchell, Aborigines, 640-641,

Folwell, Minnesots IHistory, 11170-173, Winchell, Aborigines, p.640,
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puzgled by the missionary and consequently suspicious, The Oreat Spirit
Y 3 ¥ s

vho was represented by several doctrines troubled him also, If the Christians’

themselves could not agree, he reasoned, how could he hope to be sure? By
21
1862, missions to the Chippewa of the fur country hed all but ceased.

21, Folwell, Minnesots Hiscory, 1:170-173, Minnesota Historieal Collections,
81266, Winchell, Aborigines, 636=644.
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Lumber was inestirably important in the development and
settlement of the Mebregor and Sandy lLake regions In the area of
today's summer playground, the lumberjack was once supremos

1
About one half of whet is now Altkin county was originally

covered by forests The close rank of these glants were, it seemed,
limitlesse The pineries stretched from the northern borders of Isanti
and Chisago counties to the Canadian border -=-a timbered empire that
drew the attention of the cruisers for the lumber compnnioaf The axe
and the saw of the lumbermen began thelyr attack on the outer fringes
before 1860, Although they never relaxed their efforts and the assault

continued for over half a century, the great woods were not completely

vanquished for many years thereafter.

To the trading post of Lenry ¥, Rice of S5t. FPaul at the mouth
of the Crow Wing river, lumbermen went about 1880 in search of pine
on the upper Mississippls Rice knew the region and promised to help,

stating thet he eoculd buy pine from Hole-inwthe-Bay, who was "a young

man of twenty years and poor” end "a few presents would satisfy him."

t

Agnes ¥, lLarson, The Golden Age of Lumbering in Minnesota, in
Mirmesota Alumi Weekly, April 15, 1038s Aitkin Age, November
11, 1929,

Deniel Stanchfield, First logging lNear the Crow Wing River,
Minnesota Historical EoIToctions, J15000, Wiliiem Watte rolwell,
History of linnesota, 1t30E~370,
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The prios‘agreed upon was fifty cenis a trees A whole lumbering

outfit was moved fram the 5te Croix to the Crow Wing,

L

s
From this beginning, logging spread throughout the whole

northern timber regions IThe seareh for timber at first followed

the streams and little attention wns paid to forests far removed

from watere Since no railread had penetrated the country, logs were
eut where they could be most conveniemtly floated out in the spring.
log;fng on & large sonle in the vieinity of Melregor did not begin
until about 1880s Then for seme thirty years, lumbering was the great
industry of the wooded regionse It reached its peak shertly after

the turn of the century,

6
Almost twenty yeers before the coming of the railroad to

¥elrogor, the first logger arrived, Ihis was Joe Libby, who moved
from ¥aine to St Paul with his wife and femily in 1851, Soon after,
he was on his way morth with an om~tesmm bound for the timber above
Rice 's post on the Crow Wing, His plodding Journey was through

Ste Anthony, Fort Ripley and Crow ¥Wing, then into the roadless wildere

ness "aboves"  Libhy, the first lumberman to out snd haul logs on

larson, Golden Age, April 15, 1933,

Art Supplement of the Altkin Altkin, Mimnesota, Jvme 1889,
Lt&nchfield, First Logg 10003 William Watte bolwell
History of Minnesol 1506=370,

Hinnesota uihtory.—ﬁiszsg 4itkin Republicen, Altkin, Minnesota,
July 18, 1629, and Januvary 1, 1020,
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the upper river nerth of Crow Wing, aoquired an Indien woman and lived
for the rest of his active life in the logging country. A traSeler
named Chambers noted in 1872 that he had "spent the night at Mrs Libby's
historic trading post "on Sandy lakes HMarcus and Bugene, two of Libby's
song, followed him into the Sandy lake country, married Indian women
end also spent the remainder of their lives in logging about the upper
rivers When Joe Libby was an old man, he returned to his femily in

8te Faul and died theres

7
Shortly after the Libby came the Wakefield brothers: Willaim,

who later was the first postmaster at Libby, and Joseph, "Big Joe." The
year was 1866 and loggping operations were just beginninge A ocousin of
the l-aakei‘iolds? "Little Joe," joined them and all three married
Chippewa wemen; many of their descendants, some of whom are still
living, operated logging camps during the entire period of the ine

dustry's early growths Of these second generation Wakefields, Edgyy

a son of Willlem, is remembered well by pioneer settlers as a "big

loggers" e was considered & "neat dresser" and frequently wore many

large diamonds.

fank Urown and VWes Day were nlso among the original lwmbere

Frofessor Irving L, Iart, The 0ld Savama Portage, 8:117,
Mimmesota History Magaszine.
Heminiscenses of early loggers and settlers in the Sandy lake

reglons Reverend Edward D, Neill, History of Upper Mississippi,
ps €58,
ihis men is the Joseph Vakefield mentioned in "The Story of
Beengwa," by Professor Irving H. Hart, in Minnesota lHistory.
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men on Sandy lakes Day is oredited with having cut the best timber

from a vast tract of white pine about Lake Mirmewawa, including that
en the peninsula where the dance pavilign is now locateds; This was

probably during the winter of 18?!,’;_-18.74: Pilly and Sam Rodgers

errived about the same time es Browa and Pay and pssociated theme

selves with the Libbys in the firm of Libby and Rodgers.

As logging got under way in the Sandy lake region, it moved
out along the tributary streams of the Mississippls In the main, the
pine forest in the section wms impenetrable during the summer menths
by horse teams A tote road slowly evelved along the west side of the
Mississippis When it wes first used is unknown, but in tine it bee
came the most importent road in all the country, starting near the
present town of Altkin and winding ituy tortuous course as far as
Grand Repidss OSince the tote road was far too wet for general use
except in winter, btoals remained the usual means of reaching the upper
regions During the summer of 1880, however, mail was oarried over this
road by Sem Hodgeon, who made one round trip each week between Aitkin

and Crend Rapidse Over this road, too, thousands of tons of feed and

supplies were hauled %o th&ilumber campe "above."

10
Lumbering operatiomns followed much the smme pattern in ell

the various camps established along the upper Mississippi. The legging

Oe James E, Murphy, MoGrepor, Kimnesota, interview,
10, Northwest Magagine, Voles 211110,
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site was usually selected during the summer and preparations begun then
for the winter ocutting. log buildings were put up, morticed by axe

and chinked with moss and muds. Certain ones were set aside as bunke
housess Ventilation was hit=andemiss, although a few bunkhouses had

8 ventilation shaft in the roofs Doubledeck bunks were built along

the walls, the foot of each toward the large boxstove inm the middle

of the rooms Over the stove, lines were strung for the nightly dry-
ing of socks and mittens. Heavy blankets covered the bunks, end the
lumberjack snored in his underwear in the pungent odor of steaming wool.

11
The "king bee," the cook, presided over the cook shack, Iis

helper, the "cookee," routed the lumberjacks from their sleep in the
1

raw dawn of the mornings Washing up over the tin pans was sketchy,
and in a few minutes the men were at breakfast, seated on axe~hewn
benches that flanked an oilclothecovered table, Flapjacks and syrup
disappeared quickly by the light of kerosene lampss The same damps
lighted the evening meal, for the Jumber jacks spent a long day in the

woodss Sometimes lunch was carried to them in the timber by the "cookee."

Among the miscellaneous records of a lumbering coneern that

operated for years about the upper Mississippi is a list of supplies sent

12
in December 1900 by the Sandy River Lumber “ompany to a camp near Tamarack.

Donald &, Van Doughnet, Pioneer Industry in Kinmesota.

Minnesota Alumni Weekly, Uay 21, 1032.

Sonness, (Frederick W.) Papers, 1873-1919. 10 boxes and 42 volse
Busineas papers of the Aitkin Investment Compeny and Bonness of
the Sandy River Lumber Company, & the Pokegema Lumber Company,
The pepers are mainly accounts, bills, receipts, time checks and
sSome correspondences
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"1 case of € gul vermong Maple Syrup 452
1 box 50 Urand Pa's VWendr 206
1 dog Steamboat carde 90
1 Sk Lily Coffee 650

10 7 Chickory 88
1 box soda crgckers 144

" Ginger Snaps 204

1 " Asst Cookies 104
1 pail R, B, Nix Candy 195
1 box Bakers Cheootlate S60
dox 8isal Clo Lines 90
arters Little Liver Pills 176

¥ Linement 1786

A Flastors 120

¢ Plasters 55

mﬂse Bolled Cates 400
' Vitos 376

i Sago 113

i Tapioca 118

Sk Rice 475

i Pearl Darley 176

case b Jelly 36

o bo
Pt O Bt O € b B et B et et Pl

o

We are out of Plcos oure for consumption”

13
The lumberjacks worked in groups and tools were given out

each momming by the camp foremsne The choppers cut deep aﬂ»@ﬂJ{L

the trees at the height decided upon, while the sawyers, coming behind,
felled the trees with cross-cut sawse I{ wes one man's duty to pass
all day long ameng the sawyers and choppers and file or sharpen their

toolse

Bvening and holidays were whiled away with poker, cribbage

or checkerse Usually someone in each camp could play the fiddle or

accordians Visits to nearby Indien villapge sometimes provided diversions
14
A certain Indien ritual knowm es "Shaking the Cod House" was irresistable

13, Horthwest lagezine, Vols 213 1=19,
14, Hewton H. Winchell, The Aborigines of Himmesota, p« 611,
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to the lumberjmckss On one occasion two of them disguised themselves
as squaws and jolned the suppliants who were lmeeling beside the Ged
house to hear the will of the Manito as revealed in the utterances of
the medicine mans But the blanket with which one had draped himself
in the line of Imeeling squaws suddenly parted, end revealing his white
man's lnmees, and the eviction of the two imposters was prompt and force~
ool
16

Then there were the tales of the mythical Paul Dunyan to be
swapped, stories of fabulous feats which were often altered to it
the local scene and vhich grow with the tellings Paul logged off
North Dakota and left it flat ms & floore Ilis ealled his men to dimmeyr
by blowing through a hollow tree; if he held it horizemtally, it blew
down acres of timber arouni the camp, and if he held it too low the

blast "tore an unsightly hole in the ground." It took eight swempers

full time with wheelbarrows to keep Paul's pipe filled with tobaccos

In fact, maintains old Jim Muyphy, in the face of scholarly

dissent, the Paul Dunyan of widespread lumberjack fame originated
right here on the Willow river, two or possibly three years after
Murphy settled in the regions Ilurphy ceme to Minnesota directly from

Yew Brunswick, Canada and had esssociated with lumbermen since childhoods

George A. Smith, son of Mineti-moese, and grandson of Nibnagaunce,
Half-breed Indien chief of Pall Club lake 8 miles west of Deer
River, intervicw.

Esther Shephard, Paul Bunyan, James Stevens, Peul Bumyan, also

an article on lumbering in the lMinneapolis Journal, December &, 1925
by J. F. Smarte
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Lowever, he "or nobody else” leard of Peul Punyeny, ho declares, until

after 18G0, fin the Mnmesota woodas” VUhen Peul Bunysn is mentioned,

e e s

Murphy GX;"lQﬂGS; >"»i!z:;'-,wllml‘is /-lﬁéilsl 1 kmew Paul Dunyane All this stuff
they tell about Paul Bunyen is liess Peul never done all themildngs -
they're just a bunch of liess” The truth, as lauphy sees it, is that
"there was a lumberjack who wes cookin' in ane of the big logeing camys
north of Adltkin, I think it wes for Tidd and Phalesy This wen's name
was Pouls lls last name wasn't Dunyen, but it sounded similiar, kind
of a Fronch names” This Faul soquired a small tract of land neqy the
1illow river and commenced log.ing for himselfs e had only e "dinky
oubfit” end only two others besides himself to run the campe Lis
equipment was & lone oxe Paul did the cooking and skidding, while the

two partners did the cubtiings

It was not leng before Paul's miorcscople legging operations
beocame the target of jesting among the lumk "rjnukn in the surrounding
comps, whore huge lumboring operations were the rulee Whon a geng of
now men arrived in camp and the work for the dey was over &hé the lumbere
jacks ell gathered in the bunkhouse, one old timer wight remark to
another in a volee keyed to be overheard by the new men, "I'm not going
to work enother season for this serep of en outfit (which gight be one
of the largest in the rogion), I'm going over and work for a real oute
it = Poul Dunyans” At this point, a newoomer would usually ask who
Peul Dunysn was, or how large his camp was, end the reply was limited
only by the scope of the informant's imaginetions In any cese, it was

alvoys an enormous outfite Uhon the violim asked the expected question,
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L & mumber of men were fed and housed and employed, the lumbere
Jacks! Joy wme completes The size of Paul's camp, is bunkhouse, his
pancakes and his logzing operations grew end grews and whem the irgpination
of onme storytelller gave out, another was readys The tales of Paul's
gligantic setivities even reached the Duluth employment officess It
came to be that when a logger went to the offiees looking for men, the
location of his activities was noted as so many miles in a certain
17
direction from Paul Dunysn's and workers were sent out with such directionse
lre Daniel Kane, a merchant of Aitkin, who reached this region
in 1886 from Ireland, states that he becarw acqualnted with Peul Punyan
very soon after he arriveds Paul was & Frenchmen, Kane says, and he
is very sure that the Paul whom he knew is the seme Paul referred to
in the verious mocounts of great logging featss lr. Kame whe engaged
lumbering in Michigan before he came here, had never previously heard
Paul Punyans 4nother man, who was a ploncer at 4itkin and speclelized
“drive shoes" for lumberjacks, is #lbert Zeezes e recalls often
hearing the lumberjecks remark, "I'm going up for Paul Bunyans" Zeese
has lmown Murphy for sixty years and says that he believes Yarphy's
account of Paul Bunyun is trues

19
Sunday at the logging camp was wah day and the time of the

James L. Furphy, MeUregor, Mimnesotam, interview,

Deniel Eane, Aitkin, Ninnesota, Albert Teeze, Aitkin, Kinnesota,
interviows,

Northwest lagazine, Vols 21, ps 1+18, Donald Wilson Snell,

An Introduction to the History of Lumbering in linnesota,

Pe 49, Library University of Ninnesotns
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weokly shaves, OSometimes on Sunday, & "sky pilot" held services.

20
A fevorite in the Bandy leke region was Reverend Joseph Gilfillen,
best lmown of the traveling preacherss Under his watehful eye,
meany & lumberjeck signed the temperance pledge cards There was gene
erally little drinking in the cmmpssy it was forbidden as tending teo
querreling and gembling, So the lumberjack saved his winter's pay

for a grand spree when he got to towm in the springs

21
As logping penetrated farther from the riverbanks, the timber

was cut and riled to be hauled later by horees or oxen to the river

and the skidweyse The logsing roads were cleared in the fell before

.\
the snows came and wore often iced by applications of water to keep [t/

N\
in pood conditions

surveyor pgeneral assigned to each lbgger & gortain mark,
comparable to the western cattle brand, which was cut into each logs
These were called bark marks, and the logs piled aleong the rivere
banks were each barkemarked and left to await the spring breskup of
the ices 4t that time, a “"scaler” furnished the owmer with the scale,
the estimate of the number of ﬁard feet in the logger's cuttings Both
the buyer and the seller customarily accepted the scale of the surveyor
general or his deputy, though graft was not infregquently suspected Leoe

tween the scaler and the buyers

20 E. Ts Gemner, A Hero of Virmesota, ps lés
j .

2le Dorness Papers, Snell, Introduetion to lumbering, Northwest

Tagezine,Vols 21,
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The bark marks were also used on time checkss 4 lumberjack
micht be given as pay an order on the companye <his wes sometimes
no more than a serap of pepor tom from any handy source, directing
the compeny clerk to pay the lumberjeck a certeln sum end signed with

the bark mark of the logs which the company was engaged in outting.

There were at one time more than sixteen undred bark marks in use
22
in the logging cempe on the upper Mississppple

The spring break-up was the signal for tremendous activity
on the riveres Ihe "drivers" sssembled at the rollwayss The "breaker"
pried loose the logs from the great pyrimided pile of the winter's out

th his peavy, a long=handled, hookenosed tools Out into the stream
descended the avalanche of timber, and the breaker, leaping back and
forth upen the madly bobbing mass; had to keep his precarious foote
ing and direct the timber with his peavys log driving wes a hagardous
business to be dene only by men skilled in the worke

a3

Clothed in short trousers, his feet encased in spiked boots,
the driver rode the floating timber, running here and there across the
logs to keop them headed downstresme Sometimes logs were "rafted” in
"booms"™ hundreds of feet longs A boom was usually made of eighty
spruce logs chained end to end, and this string of logs emcircled

the logs te be towed aoress & lake or on a rivers Cpruce was chosen

224 Time checks and accounts in the Dommess Paperss 9Snell,
Introduetion to lumbering, pe 490,
£3e oolliectlons ol nmumerous picmeer loggers in the loCGregor

regions Files of the Aitkin Republican end the Altkin Agee
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for the boom logs because spruce "floated lights" Each of the boom
loge wms ebout thirty feet long and net less than twleve inches in
diameter at the small ends Following the boom downstreem ceme the

“wanigen,"” the supply end cook shack, mounted on & rafte

For a few years, at the begimning of the logging peried on

the S5te Croix, the central figure of the river drives was the raft pilot

"with his French ealf boots and black cassimere trousers, red flannel

shirt and black silk necktie, tipped off with a wide~brimmed black or
white hats" By the time lumbering reached the northwoods, though,

A
he had all but disappesared.

25
After the laying of the Northern Paeific railroad in 1870,

the new town of Altkin served as a depot for supplies hauled over the
tote road to the deep timber aboves About the same time, stesmboats
began reguler trips up the Misslesippi, forming a link between the
railroad and the lumber camps up rivers Railroads did not replace the
steamboat in this section as they did in many other; instead, they ine
eroased the use of the rivers

26 -
The first steamboat to go alowe Little Falls was the lNorth

Stare In the summer of 1868, Anson Northup, who owmed the boat, deeided

244 Donald &, Ven Douglmet, Pionser Industry in Minnesota, Minmesota
Alunmi Veekly, May 21, 1U3%.

ale Altkin Age, October 11, 1929,
26 Bauk Ra.pian Frontiersman, June 24, 1868, Seuk Repids, Mimmesotas




BOTBERS TILBERE M

to run into the water above Little Falls, where & steamer had never

been befores The North Star wes brought to the foot of the rapids,

and, attended by great exoitement emong the loeal settlersy Northrup

risked wrecking his oraft in a struggle over the rapidess Eight horses
on one river bank were fastened to the boat, fifty mem on the opposite
shore laid hold to the ropes, and with full stesm ahead the boat wae
driven, dragged and pulled over the falls, riding safely at last in
the still waters on the other sides The enthusiastie orowd, thrilled
with this feat of such importance to the people “above," broke open

more than one bottle in rechristening the boat the Anson Northrupe

Sixty persons came aboard and the boat continued on up the
river to within two miles of Pokegame Fallss This excursion party,
the first ever to travel the upper river by steamer, ran into Sandy
Lake, thoroughly explored "this beautiful lake, site of an important

' and then ascended one of the inlets, "Mediecine River," for

mission,’
about six miles,

a7
Fram 1870 on, rfiver and rallroad traffic in logs end lumbey

increased enormouslys In July 1870, the steamer Fokegame made a trial
trip up the river from Little Fallse This journey wes aceleimed with

even greater enthusiasm than the trip of the Anson Northup twelve

years before, perhaps because there were now more people to be impresseds
They turned out en messe along the route to see the Pokegama pass.
At Fort Ripley, the commender fired a salute of five rounds from a sixe

poundery then taeking aleong a rowboat, he embarked with some of his
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officers and rode as far as Crow Wing, where a ball was given in honor of
the events Captain George Houghton was in commend,

28
The Pokegama scheduled regular runs on the rivers In Uctober

1870, Houghton pushed her into Sandy lake and, aided by high water, on

up the Sandy River to a point where the whistle of the reilroad locomotive
could be heard and where the people at the railroad junction could hear the
ensyering whistle of the steamboat. Dusiness was brisks On her trip just
prior to the Sandy River jaunt, the ‘okegama carried one hundred passengers
and fifty tons of freights Captain Houghton observed that the seenery
along the route was very fine and thought that some day it might beecome

much traveleds

For years, steamboats were & necessary and important part of
a9
lumbering operations on the upper Mississippis The Pok gama did a regular
freight and passenger business between Crow Wing and Pokegama Falls until

she was destroyed by fire in 1878, O5he was replaced by the @ity of Altkin,

commonly known as Old loughtone Difficulties verging on peril often sttend~

ed the steamboat trips during the lumbering periode On June 8, 1883, the

Aitkin Age noted: "The City of Aitkin left our landing on Tuesday, June

O, at one p. ms; but it will have, it is feared, a very tedious trip as

there are some thirty miles of log jams reported between this p%}nt and

Grend Rapidse A large number of passengers, however, who have been walting

for a number of days, hailed her departure even under these circumstances

Ste Paul Deily Ploneer, St. Paul, Minnesota, Ootober &, 1870.
Altkin Age, Aitkin, Kinnesota, Jenuary 8, 1916, and Oetober 11, 1929,
Tocal stories, and interviews with pioneers.




as a move in the right directions ILer return is a matter no fellow can

foretells" 4And again: "The steamer, Fewn, under command of Captain Fred
Donnes, left Aitkin Wednesday morning for Grand Eapids with thirty tons

of freight and a good passenger loads Fred says that if the boat holds

together he will make the trip if he has to dig his own channel,”

30
in 1884, Bdwin B. Lowell built a first class pesseng:r boat

with a cabin eighty feet length and a capacity of one hundred and seventyw
five tonse It wms christened the Andy Gibson and, in July 1885, made

& record run of thirty-seven hours between Aitkin and Crand Raepids.

el
A few years before the first government dem was built at Libby

in 1891, heavy rains in the upper Mississippi region caused the river to
back into Sandy lake, carrying on its flood waters millions of feet of
loge from the rivers and lakes above until practically the entire surface
of the lake was covered with timber. After the flood subsided, three
steamers were engaged to tow the logs back into the main chammel of the
Hississipple The 01d Houghton, pileted by George Houghton, the Fawm,

run by C. C, Sutton, and the Andy Gibson, owmed at this time by the Pottere

Casey Company of Aitkin end piloted by an Indian, John lyons, spent the
whole summer removing thems

32
L5
When lumbering declined and good roads became more common,stesme

boats passed from general use, slthough the Oricle was on the river in
1910¢ The steamber Lee was the last to be in use on Sandy lake., Marcus

Nelson, a lumberman, towed logs and ties with it on the Prairie

3Qs  Aitkin Ape,.Aitkin;,Minnesota,, October 11, 1929, "
8k  ALtkin Age, Aitkin, Minnesota, lay. 9, '1891.
32 Mrs. T. B. Morris, Sandy lLake, Minnesota, interview,
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river and Sandy lake until 1919, when it made its last trip.

{n the shore at FPark Ridge resort, a few hundred feet north of

Brown's Point on the west side of Sandy lake, the hull of the steamer
Oriole is beacheds Built in 1908 by C. D, Viebahn and V. W, punteney,
the Oriole was scld to the United States Govermment and uged as m dredge
boat near the dam at Sandy Leke outlete G. W. Mattoon bought it some
time later. Ome Sunday morning, the dam tender, Neil McKay, opened the
locks and the old boat was towed to its present locatlion, beached and
renamed the Arke

33
Meanwhile, much had been happening in the lumbering industrye.

After the railroad had opened the region to traffic in 1870, lumbermen
began & wholesale invasion of the great pine woodss Loggers by the score
struck out into the forestss Fortunes were repidly made and of'ten as
quickly losts lMany of the first loggers, though men of little education
or capital, acquired great wealthe But in the end, control of the industry
beceme concentrated in the hands of a fews By 1910, six owners, it was
gaid, hed possession of fifty~four percent of the white and Norway pine

in ¥Minnesotas

Some of the first loggers remalned after the day of big cutting
and big money were over and settled dowm near the scene of thelr former
34
activityes (me of these is eighty~year=-old James E. Murphye 0Old Jim,

born in Newbridge, New Erumswick, Merch 8, 1861, came to Minneapolis in

March 1881 and hired out to the firm of Libby and Rodperss Murphy went

S3e Snell, Introduction of lLumbering, é. 61=90.
T James L. Nurphy snd other pioneers. MNolregor, Mimmesota, interview,
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north and walked the old tote roed from Altkin to his destination on

the Swan rivers

/
AT “tiie. i,
Murphy is conceded to have cut iwmmest timber of anyﬁindiﬁiﬁual

logger in the regien of Sandy lake during the peried from 1888 and 1912,
On the Prairie, the West Sevanne and the Tamarack rivers, his operetions

extended from one end to the other and the whole length of the old Savanne

Portage, commonly Imown to the lumbermen as the "0ld Hudson Bey Trails"”

Oxen were largely used at first in all the logging campse Providing
sumer pasture for hundreds of hoad of oxen was & problems When the winter's

logzing was over, the oxen were driven down to Sandy lake, where they were

branded and turned loose for the summers In the summer of Murphy's arriwal,

there were more than five hundred oxen pasturing about the shores of the

lakes

At one time, Eurphy maintained five separate camps a year, employ-
ing thirty to forty men eache For five ycars, one of these camps, called
the Paym camp because potatoes were raised there, was located on the
Prairie river two miles from the mouth of the West Savannes The steamer

Welter Taylor was chartered annually to make special trips there with

suppliess An average of one hundred and fifty men were employed on the
spring drives with a dally payroll of $400400. MNurphy says: "In the
sumer of 1881, we drove 500,000 ties down the Miseissippi in a single

drive."

For nearly twenty-five years, Murphy logged sbout Sandy Lake
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and up and down the Sevanna rivers The peak of his production for any
one year was six million board feets Banks of logs such as this were

usually towed aoross the lake in m boom of four or five million feet.

556

To move these heavy booms, an arrangement ealled a "headworks"

was useds This was a raft of hewed timbers, forty or forty-twoe feet wide
and about sixty feet long, secured to the boom of logss In the center

of the hoadworks was bullt a capstan of wood, with a long sweep to which
g2 team of horses was hitcheds Usingha thousand to fif'teen hundred feet
of rope, with one end fixed in a half hitch to the capstan and a cne-
hundred~and-{if'ty-pound anchor attached to the other end, headworks and
boom were warped acrcss the lakes A rowboat went ahead, heuled the anchor
the full length of the rope, and dropped it overboards Then the horses
circled round amd round with the sweep, winding up the rope until the
enchor ceme to the surface when the boom got directly over its This

was repeated until they reached the other shores If the wind was favor-
able, the trip from the outlet of Prairie River to the north end of

Sandy lake could be Tade in fourteen hourse COf the use of the head-
works a logger here :2idx"Un the ten thousand lakes of NMimmesota one will
look a long time before catching eipght of the old familiar headworks with

capstan and sweeps, the warp leading taut to the anchor shead and the

boom of logs behind spread out brown over the waters,"

James E. Murphy, MeCregor, Minnesota and other loggers, interview.
Jo Fs Smart, Article on lumbering, Minneapolis Journal, December
6, 19254 8 o0 D
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8ixty years of Murphy's life have been spent in this regions
During this time, he learned to speak the Chippewa language fluently
and the Chippewa always conversed with him in their native tonpues
0ld Jim says that he doesn't remember his squaws but ghat he has been
married twice to white women, Children? Asked the question once as
a matter of court record, he pondered a moment before replying, "Well,
I've got seventeen on the main line and as to the spurs and sidelines
1 wouldn't knows" He lives alone now, on the outskirts of MeGregor,
in a little one=room house, tar-paper covered, with his vivid memories

37
and his cormn eob pipe for companys

Prior to 1882, no timber was driven on the Sandy river from
farther upstream then the south end of Davis lake in Jevne towmship,
where Billy Rodgurs logged the previous years GSawmills, however, had

S35

been built on a fow streams, Smell dams from four to twelve feet high

were also constructed in many streams to' insure water for the drives,

There were two in the Sandy river, one in the Tamarack river, one in the
38
Prairie river, and one in the West Savanna.
liore than a dozen logging outfits were operating above Altkin
by 1883« On December 8 of that year, the Aitkin Age reported that the
town was swarming with lumberjackss "A stranger would have thought that

& hostile army had made this a point of rendesvous and were about to

rally forth to conquer the worlds The men are & heelthy, hardy looking

Data on the life and logping operetions of J. E. Murphy from
meny pioneers and loggers of Eco“Yregor and Altkin, Minnesota
and from Murphy.

Newton H, Winchell, The Geology of Hinnesota, 4151
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set and will create havoes with the forests this winter," On March 3, 1884,

the Minneapolis Journal wrote: "Indications warrant an estimate of two

hundred and forty million feet from the Mississippl lumber this season,"
Five years later, Rodgers Brothers, cutting near Sandy leke, had "banked"
eizht million feet of logs; und in one day during the same winter, twentye
eight cars of stock and seventeen cars of hay and feed were received at

&9
Altkin, destined for the camps up the river,

The firm of Donness and Howe, which was one of the largest to
engage in logging end which operated camps about Sandy lake and MeCregor
for many years, reached the alletime production peak for any one fim
in the regions They ocut in one winter about three million feet of logs
from one section of lands In the early 90's, they ocut and benked in a
single season thirty million feet of pine from the ¥iedfiity of the Tamarack
rivers They logged from the mouth of the source and built a dam across
the river near the present town of Wright to ald in driving down this

40

enormous cutting of logse

41
It ie said that Bonness and Howe also held the record for the

largest load of logs to be hauled in the regions From a camp north of
Sandy Lake, the great losd was sledded over an iced roads It was said
to contain 15,440 feet of timber, and four horses moved it upon the
zlazed roadbed a distance of six miless The load stood eighteen feet

highe Swaying end careening through the treetops, the load slid arcund

curves and had to be kept moving; ¥e# 1t stopped, the sled would instantly

Altkin Age, Merch 3, 1864 and March 23, December 2, 1889,

Files of the Aitkin Republican and the Aitkin Apge, James E, Murphy,
MeCGregor, linnesote.

Jo Fo Smart, articles on lumbering in Minnespolis Journal,

Decembey €, 1935, G R T P T
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have "set" end could not have been started agein. Friotion of the

steel=shod gled runners melted the ice in the roadway, This load of

logs was a point of pride to the lumberjeocks and was long remembered
54 13 &

by them.

For two decades, there was no lessening of these seemingly ende
less board feet of timber coming out of the north woodss The area drained
by the Prairie, the West Savanna end the Tamarack rivers coniributed greatly
to the total cut of the regions Pine, pulp, posts and ties were driven
down these rivers to the outlet of Piairie River into Bi1l Horn Boye There
the logs were boomed and towed meroes the lake by a headworks, or later,
by stenm“onté although the headworks could tow by far the greater numbey

AL

at one time,

3
"

The last boom of logs to be moved across ‘andy lake is well
remembered by ¥rse T. DB, Morris of Libbyes The logs were owned by

Hy L, Denedict of Sandy lake in 1019 or 1920 It was a summer evening
and a favorable east wind was blowing across the lake, Denedict pressed
into service all the motor launches that he could command. They waited
until evening so that the waters might be more quiets In the house on

& hill overlooking the lake, lirse Morris placed in the window & kerosene
lamp and arranged mirrors in such & way as to direct the light out over
the water, then anxiously hoping that the wind would not change and oast

the logs upon the shore, she waited for mornings All night long the

motors roared at their task, end the first light of day saw the last

boom of logs safely moross Sandy lakee

James £, Murphy, MeGregor, Minnesota, Mrs, E., L. Douglas,
Tamarack, Minnesota and others, ifterviews; files:of therBonness Papers.
Mrase 1., E. Morris, Sandy lake, Minnesote, interview,
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4

buring the peak of lumbering, driving on the Misslssippi was
ugually done by a boom company, which contracted with the buyer to
drive the logs to their destinetions Onee the logger turned over
his logs to the company, his responsibility for them endeds. The
boom company did not buy logs from the lumbermsn but seted enly &s
common carrierse The different buyers in the region contracted to
purchase the lumberman's logs at a certain prices "In the early

days, "

prices ranged from six to ten dollars per thousand feet; a
little later on, from seven dollars end fifty cents to fifteen dollars
were recelved for logse These prices were for logs delivered at the
lississippi river, where they were turned over to the boom company
which had been hired by the buyer of the logs to drive them to their
destinations The Hennepin Paper Company was for many years a large
buyer of logs and pulp in this regions For many years, &;m Murphy
contracted for other logzers to drive logs from the banks of the Prairie,
the Tamarack and the West Savanna rivers to the Mississippi, where the
boom company then took charge of the bimeres Two dollars end fifty cents
& thousand feet was paid for driving and booming across Sandy lake,
After 1888 and until the end of the lumbering period, the Northern

Boom Company controlled and monopolized the driving on the upper

Miseissippl,

5
@

A huge lumbering concern grew out of the association of Bdward

Le Douglas with Prederick Donness. Dougles, born in Cenada in 1850

James L. Murphy, MeGregor, Minnesota, Mrs. £, L, Douglas,
lTamarack, Minnesota and others, interviews,

Altkin Age, Mrs, E. L. Douglas, Temarack, Minnesota and others,
interviews,
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came to the United States in 10867, locating at Rockford, Minnesota,
and the year 1875 found him at Aitkin in the lumber business. Two
years later he married Ellen Sook of Rockfordy With his bride he

returned to Aitkin and they spent their honeymoon om & trip up the

river to Pokegame Falls on the steamboat Pokegama,

46
In 1881, in partnership with Daniel J. and George W. Knox,

Douglas formed the Aitkin Lumber Compeny and built the first sawmill
in Aitkin, From here, he extended his lumbering activities to Sandy
leke and then to MeCGregor and Temaracks At Tamarack he built a sawmill
and, after 1899, located there and carried on his business from that
point. About 1883, Douglas and Frederick Bonness formed a partnership.
On December 1, 1900, they orgenized the Sandy River Lumber Company,
one of the largest concerns ever to operate in the region. In the
next few years, thousands of escres of timber on both sides of the
Sandy river were purchased by the company, which also owned and
operated a general store at Tamaracks, During this period, the company
cut end removed the timber from three townships adjoining Tamarack,

~ 01d Jim Murphy, remembering Ed. Douglas, remarks that he "eut and drove
down the Sandy river millions of feet of christly big pine logs." The
Sandy River Lumbed continued in business until 1918?7

48
Edward Douglas was appointed postmaster at Tamarack in 1502

and held this position for fifteen yearss He dled in 1922; leaving

46, Aitkin Age, Uctober 11, 19209, krs. &. L., Douglas, Tamarack, Hinnesota.
47. AITEIn Republican, July 22, 1915, James E, Murphy, McGregor,
Minnesota, Heverend Edward D, Neill, History of the Upper
Mississippi Valley, Vole 6, ps 3n, cash books, ledgers and
accounts in the Lonness FYapers,
M¥rse E, L, Douglas, Tamarack, Minnesota, interviews Aitkin Age,
1922,




his wife, now eighty years of

e and a rogsident of Tamarack, end

&
45
one son, Arthure Frederick Bommess died in Minneapolis, in 1524e

50
Douglas's logping fexe has given rise to a looal tall tale,

a Punyanesque legend to mccount for the serpentine course taken by
the BSendy river soross Melregor towmshipe MNany years before the
first white settler hed come to MoOregor, so the story goes, Ed was
logging some distance east of there. IHe owned a team of exceedingly
large oxen, and in order to haul loge on the Sandy river, he set about
breaking the animalss The river at that time extended no farther east
than the west range line of what is now MeCregor towmshipe Out in
the woods in his logging camp near the present Temarack, Ed hitched
his oxen to an enormous plows Off they weni, and Lefore he finally
pot them under control, they had gone from Temersck wesiward all the
wey through MeOregor township, pulling the'plow behind thems They
wore not subdued until thoy came to the very edge of Sandy Rivers

The furrow thus turned ly ‘he unruly oxen filled with water and bee
ceme & streem, and forever after Ed drove his logs down the furrow
which gredually widened and beorme the aimlessly wandering Sandy Blver,

51
The first sevmill at MoGregor was built in 1002 by A. J. Vanderwaters

Vanderwater, with his brothereinelaw, J. T. Bailey, hed come to lMeoGregor

Mimmeapolis Directory, 1924,

Joe Dilrepory, MeCregor, Mimmesota, related this legend
which he states was commonly kmown about the region in the
lumbering periodes

T e KM

Je T+ Bailey, Melrogor, Mimmesote, interview.
A B Ml




in the summer in search of a mill site on some stream where he

utilize the waterpowers A Mclregor real estate agent, had, he

just the place, on the southdast side of Rat lake, and aswured Vander-
water that the water level (then at flood stage) of Bat *ake creek,

which flowed through the property, would not fall below that level.

The deal was closed for cash, and Venderwater started construction
of a mille But his power-producing stream began to fail and late
in the season completely dried ups Finding himself duped, Vanderwater
abandoned the plan to use waterpower and built his mill at MeGregor.

Several of the buildings from Rat lake were moved to MeGregor and
were used as parts of the present houses of J, T, Bailey and MNrs,
Pasquale Xemmola.

| =4
52
The Weyerhauser interests did no logging in the MoGregor =

Sandy leke country until after 1902, although George Dodge states
thet when he came to the region in 1893 Weyerhauser owned the timber
rights, with few exceptions, on eny tract of land with ten thousand

feot of commercial logs on ite In the year of 1902, the company

o
operated a camp in Jevne township near the Sandy rivers The logs

were hauled to the Northern Facifie, which had built e spur to reach

"

them, and were loaded on to the cars with & "jammer," a hoisting cone

Data on the Weyerhauser activities from interview with meny
lobéers, pioneers and from the files of the litﬂin Age and
Altkin Republican, and from George Dodge.
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trivance similiar to a common orang, mounted on a reailroed car and run

by steame

in 1911-1912, Weyerhauser's Northland Lumber Compeny conducted
its most extonsive logging operating in this sreas Seven ocamps of
about one hundred men each were maintained that yesr on lLake Minne-
wawa, the Tamarack river end the Savamnma river. Another Veyerhauser
company, the Pine Eree Lumber Ceompany, hed & lerge camp on the banks
of Roek Lake in 1913-1014, end cut all the white pine remaining in the
townshipe Over iced roads, the logs were hauled to Ude (now Landsford)
station, where a siding had been built several hundred feet east of
the stations The Veyerhauser interests operated their last camp in

the MeGregor Lakes region between 1915+1917,

This brought the lumbering period to a close in this section.

Humerous small concerns still carry on the clbting of timber for

pulp, cabin logs and other wood # productSsmeiamials,
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"Land without population is a wilderness and population withe
1
out land is a mob," These were the words of James J. Hill, the empire

builder, in the days of the railrosd boom-towns,

Settlers had begun to go into the northern part of the state in
the wake of the loggers before 1860, But to the north of St. Cloud, on
the Misiinsippi, there were still in 1870 hundreds of miles of country
which, except for e few traders and the Indians, had never been seen by
man, In the MeGregor Lakes region, people and the wilderness were awaiting

the niracle=worker, the railroad.

The Northern Pacifiec railroad was to be the particular magician
to modify and transform the whole section. It sms to cut straight through
the heart of the finest pine forests of Mimnesota and turn inaccessible
areas into thriving towns and farms, Land hungry and poverty stricken
people from many sections of the ecountry and even from Sieily were to
answer the call of the railroad and find work and a livelihood in the
country opened up by the line. The first settlers of MoGregor, as of

many other interior towns, were persons who had followed the railroad,

For the first year of its history, after it had been chartered

and recelved a federal grand of land, the railroad struggled to secure

financial backing, The bankers, Jay Cooke and Company,came to its aid
3

and actual laying of the track began in 1870, Once started, construction

1, Herold Fern Peterson, Ra ads _and the Settlement of
Thesis, University of Minnesota,

24 The Altkin Age, Altkin Minnesota, 1883, December 29,

3. The Altkin Age, 1883, December 29, and other sources,
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of the road went forward speedily; at times three miles of track were laid
FA
in a days COoming westward from the head of the lakes, the road was built

thrdugh Altkin county in the same year, A very thin trail of small villages

and tomns were left along its route as it progressed. By the end of the
following year, its rails had crossed the entire state, Then came the
failure of Jay Cooke, and for four years railroad construction was in

the doldrumef In 1875, the road went into receivership and was reorganized?
But the line, as constructed, changed the manner and tempe of future settle=~

ment, Northern Minnesota was no longer wholly dependent on river transe

portation,

The territorial legislature of 1849 eatablished nine counties
in the northern part of the state, and the present country of Altkin was
ineluded within the b%fders of four of themz Itasca, Mahkahta, Benton and
Remsey, In 1857, Aitkin county, smeller in area than at present, was
established, but remained unorgsniged and merely a name until after the
railroad passed through, The first election of county officers took place
on July 30, 1872, Later, additions of land were made to thé county from

parts of Cass and Itasca counties, until, in 1880, its present boundaries

were {ixed,

The Northern Pacific constructed a handear house at the future

site of MeGregor in 1870, On November 22 of the same year, a survey of

Warren Upham, Minnesota Geographic Names, Minnesota Historiecal
Collections, 17:14, liareold Peterson, Rajlrodds.

William Watts Folwell, Minnesota History, 11332-358, Peterson,
Railroads,

Folwell, Hinnesota, 350-378, Peterson R

Upham, Geographic Names, 17114; Aitkin Age, 1929, October 11,

R. 0. Chaney, Field Notes, 1870, Office of Register of Deeds,
Aitkin, Minnesota,
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of the section known as MeGregor township was made by R, O. Chaney, The
survey noted that "this township is mostly covered by water at all seasons
of the year and from indications seems, when wet season occur, subject to
inundation from three to four feet"; some portions of the arsa remained
above water in wet seasons as well as dry and were called "islands"; there

was some timber, tamerack, spruce, snd cedar, and some hay meadow,

About this time, an old hunter and trapper named HeGregor lived
on the shore of Davis Lake, Most early settlers agree that the town was
named after him, In the opinion of G. H. Jacobus, Division Superintendent
of the NorthermPaeific¢ railroad, there is some reason for believing that

the name may be that of one of the officers who was with Ceneral RossT:er's
1870 expedition to the Missouri in connection with the extension of the
railroad lina?
10

In 1880, the Northern Pacif%; constructed a siding and built
a station at MeGregor. Along the ta;-year-old track, wood yards for
refueling had been established at Kimberly and a place which later be=
came Cromwells Through the underbrush and timber that overhung the

track, the old wood=burning locomotive, puffing out smoke, weaved and

careened along its course, dislodging in its passage hordes of mosquitoes,

It looked, says old @Iim Murphy, "for all the world like a drunken Injun

on a toot." Sometime before 1890, the Northern Pacifiec abandoned wood=

burning locomotives and built a coal dock and water tank at MeGregor

(s Hs Jacobus, Division Superintendent of the Northern Pacific
Railroad, letter, 1940,

Official County Records, Aitkin, Minnesota,

Jemes ¥, lurphy, interview, MoGregor, Hinnesota,
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near the site of the present dock, The first dock was a hand operated
affair; coal was elevated on an endless belt to the tender of ﬁhe engine
by a hand crank%2

"0ld Jim,® Jumes E, Murphy, the present oldest living resident
of HeGregor, who had been working in a logging camp on the Swan river,
went down the Mississippi in 1881 by dugout cance to Breinerd, from
there shipping the canée by railroad to a point east of what is now
MeGregor, where the railroad crossed the Sandy river, This spot, then
known as Sandy River Crossing, later came to be called Grayling, Here
Murphy recovered his canoce, embarked on the Sandy river and began a

journey toward Sandy Lake,

After paddling a few miles along the Sandy river, Murphy came

upon the future site of WeGregor. There 4@ found a scattering of Indain

wigwams and along the reilroad track the handear house and "a handful"

of Italians, Murphy went on to Davis Lake and there saw the trapper,
MeGregor, at his cabin., Farther on, Murphy came out into Sandy Lake,

The water level was considerably lower than it is now, and the banks of
the lake were generally steep and high, Heavy timber overhung the water
along the shoreline, For miles a cance could be paddled under an arching
roof of green foliage——the most beautiful place, Murphy believes, that

he had ever seen, When the government dem was built at the outlet to the
Mississippi, it caused the high banks of the lake to become eroded and
and reduced many of them to their present sandy level, Bill Horn at

the time was still living on the shore of the present B¢ll Horn Bay,

12, Cs H. Jacobus, letter, Mrs, P. Memmola, interview and others,
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"A wicked old devil, and the Injuns were scared to death of him," says
Murphy.

13
In 1889, lester E, Giles, a young man of Scoteh-Iiish parentage,

born in Wdodstock, I1linois and employed as a telegrapher by the rail=

road, was sent from Brainerd to act as depot agent at McGregor. Shortly
before leaving Brainerd, Giles had married Carrie Bisiar., When the couple
reached McGregor, they found "a wilderness full of Indians,® There were
no settlers, but lumbermen and timber cruisers "on skis" swarmed in the

forests,

Mrs. Giles remembers no white persons at McGregor station other
than John Fuller, the railroad section boss, and an old trapper, "an
Englishman," who was very poor and lived in a "plank" shanty across the
tracks opposite the depot, lrs. Giles recalls his name as "Tom Newsom,"
A year or so after coming to MeGregor, Giles rented Tom's shanty and,
after remodeling it, coverted it into the first store in McGregor. A
stock of goods was shipped in from Aitkin, and Mrs., Giles, in addition
to caring for her baby, managed the store, Tom was permitted to sleep
in the building, helping her about the store during the day. Most of
the business was confined to barter with the Indians, and Mrs, Giles
learned to speak their language. Cash was seldom seen; the Indians
exchanged fish, cranberries and' ‘other products of the country for

groceries,

13. iirs, Carrie E, Giles, 1108 East Norwood street, Brainerd,
Minnesota, interview,
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14
Tom left MoeGregor, and in the summer of 1891 was living on the

west side of Bass Lake, He became known to the settlers as "irappeﬁf Tom"

or "Uncle Tom," Pioneers do not recall Tom's surname exactly nor do they
remember where he came from or when, but they do remember that he was
familiar with Longfellow's poetry and "could recite many verses at will."
After a time, as Tom felt that there were too many settlers coming into
the country, he stated that he was going north toward Swan River where game
was more plentiful, He left the region of McCGregor, never to be seen there
again,

15

A postoffice was established at MecGregor on March 12, 1890, and
16

Giles "worked hard" to be appointed postmaster; he was appointed and "took
care of the mail sack" in addition to his other work until Juiz when he was
transferred elsewhere by the railroad. In the fall of the same year he re=
turned to McGregor and October 28, 1890 he was re-appointed postmaster. On
March 15, 1893 the postoffice at McGregor was discontinued but it was re=
established December 29, 1894. On July 29, 1891, a postoffice had been

established at Libby and William L. Wakefield appointed postmaster,*

Henry Losway, a Frenchman born in New York state, arrived at
MeGregor station in 1889 or 1890, There he found the siding, the "Indian
Trading Store," the small building used as a section house, and the

"handful" of Italians observed by Murphy on his first journey through,

14. Ole T. Jevne, Aitkin, Minnesota, Fleming Foute, interview,

15. J. M. Donaldson, Acting First Assistant Postmaster General, Washington,
D. C, Letter, June 29, 1940, Krs. Carrie Giles, interview,

16, Mrs. P. Memmola, McGregor, Minnescota, interview.

17. Donaldson, Letter,

* When the McGregor postoffice was re-established, December 29, 1894,
Daniel Lozway was made postmaster; appointees following him were: John W.
Thompson, May 5, 1897, Josiah V, Clark, March 12, 1901, Esther P, Maddy,
November 28, 1914, Myrtle Whittet, April 9, 1919, Esther P. Maddy, October

28, 1919, Archie M, Hayes, May 3, 1922, Byron B, Maddy (acting) appointed
May 29, 1935. Ambrose 0'Connell, First Assistant Postmaster General,

Letter, May 28, 1941.
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These Italians were laborers employed by the railroad and probably none
of them beceme permanent settlers at MeGregor, zway shipped in lumber
and put up a frame building close to the depot, on the south side of the
tracks on the railroad right-of-way., In this building he operated 38
store until about August 1891, when he closed out and left McGragor}

19

Daniel Lozway, a brother of Henry, came to McCregor sometime
before Henry left and for a time was in partnership with him in the
store, Then Daniel obtained a hbmestead, In the summer of 1893, he
moved his family to McGregor, built a small store and later became poste
master, Henry and his family also returned to McGregor in 1893, Daniel

Logway died February 23, 1903, and was buried at Aitkin, His widow,

Mrs, Mary Lozway (Mary Hart of Nebraska City, Nebraska) and their son,

Frank, 1ive at Duluth, Henry Lozway's wife was Mary Wallace; he died

on March 24, 1905 and was buried in MeGregor cenmetary,

Late in the sumaer of 1891, three Italians, Benjamin Jeanetta,
Frank Spicola and Pasquale Memmola, pioneers of the sizeable group of

Italians in the early community, arrived at MeGregor,

Benny Jeanetta bought the "Indian Trading Store®™ of Lester
Giles, using it only as a dwelling, however, and not continuing the business.
Frank Spicola took over the store vacated by Henry Lozway, Fasquale
Memmola filed on a homestead claim of one hundred and sixty acres, In

November he erected a log cabin, the first real ploneer home in McGregor.

18, Mrs, Mary Lozway, 12 No, 26 Ave, W, Duluth, and son, Frank
interviews.
Mrs, P, Memmola, and others, interviews, Tony Spicola, East Lake,
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it the Prench church in Duluth in 1892, he was married to Pasqualina
Christello, who had emigrated from Italy a few years before, and
immediately after their marriage, the Memmolas moved into the log
cabin that had been prepared by Pasquale, The following winter the
potato peelings were carefully saved, and in the spring, in the hoed
spaces between stumps of trees the peelings were planted; over two
hundred bushels of potatoes were ralsed.

20
Frank (Francisco) Spicola was born in Sieily in 1851, married

Kataline Ferlita, and worked at odd joba for a number of years before
coming to MeGregor. There were two children, Anthony and Angeline,
Spicola's daughter states that she waa brought to MeGregor by her

father in November 1891, He purchased the Lozway store, she says, and
paid the railroad company three dollars a month for the rent of the ground,
Thouzh the Spicole family occupied the Logzway store, they did not earry

on the business, The next summer, with the help of Memmola, Spicola

built a small log store into which he moved his family; this btuilding

was in use as a store until 1895. During that year, he bought land south

of the track adjacent to the present postoffice, for $205,93, and built

a second store and dwelling. The present postoffice building, alse

built by Spicola, became his third store.

Frank Spicola took an active part in the affairs of the grow-
ing community. He was the first village treasurer, in vhich position
the bookkeeping was done for him by his son, His business prospered

and "Speegle's" store became widely known, lirs. Spicola died in 1923

20, Mrs, C. A, Maddy, McGregor, Minnesota, Tony Spicola, East Lake,
Minnesota, Mrs, P, Memmola, McGregor, Minnesota, interviews.
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and Frank Spicola in 1925; both are buried at MeCregor.

Soon after Spicola moved from his first small log store near
the Memmolas' cabin, Pasquale Memmola organized. a school district and
the abandoned Spicola store was used as a schoolhouse during 1893-94.
After 1894, the school term was three months at McGregor and three
months held at Grayling, The mother of Bill Ross, then depot agent,
served as teacher for McGregor, while classes at Crayling were taught
by Susie Johnson in the home of Sam Borg. Some students took advantage
of the opportunity for six-months' schooling by walking the railroad

track between the towns,

Tony (Anthony) Spicola, who was seven years old when his
parents first moved to McGregor, was among the first pupils to attend
the McGregor school and one of those who walked the track to Grayling
to attend the three-months' school term there, Among Tony's classmates
were Susie Christello, Philomena Jordon, Joe Di Gregorio, and Tony's
sister, Angeline, He learned to read and write English, and worked
in his father's store. In the late 90's, Tony remembers, hundreds of
pounds of butter were purchased from the settlers at eight cents a

pound, A few choice pounds were sold to the trainmen for nine cents,

and the remainder was packed in barrels and shipped to Duluth to be

made into renovated butter, The market price at Duluth was ning-ocents,
21 '
Tony Spicola now has a store at East Lake,

21, Tony Spicola, East Lake, Minnesota, interview.
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22
Four years after moving to McGregor, Angeline Spicola married

C. A, Maddy, a timber cruiser employed by the railroad, When Angeline
Spicola first came, settlers were few in MeGregor. She recalls the
depot agent and his wife, the section boss and wife and his (or her)
two sisters and a man named Curtis whose wife was the Indian woman,
Beengwa, MMr, Curtis lived with Beengwa in a small house on the south
side of the depot, The house was built of poles lined with birch-bark
on the inside and covered with tar paper on the outside, There was but
one room about sixteen feet square with a small square window in each
end, Curtis in later years was employed to maintain the telephone line
which connected the government dam at Libby with MeGregor. The Indian
scare of 1898 also impressed Mrs, Maddy, though her husband assured her
that, after the possemen had arrived on the scene, the Indians "were
more scared than we were,®

23
In the spring of 1898, the Northern Pacific sent George Dodge

to McCGregor as section foreman, Dodge was born in New York state and at

the age of twenty~five came west with hds parents in a covered wagon. In

1880, he had taken a government homestead at Grand Forks, North Dakota,

where he farmed for ten years, Then he "went broke and lost over thirty
thousand dollars™ and began to roam up and down the country. "I'm a
farmer,® he says,"bull puncher, steam engineer, carpenter or anything

you want,®

22, Mrs. A. C. Maddy, McGregor, Minnesota, James E. Murphy, interview.
23, George Dodge, MeGregor, Minnesota, interview,
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By the time Dodge reached McGregor, a few Finnish settlers
had come to the region and settled to the south and east of MeGregor.
The Finns, he recalls, when they made their periodic trips into town
for food supplies, often called for luxuries like loaf sugar and "Speegle®
would transmit such orders to Duluth,

24
Wild game was then abundant everywhere and wild ducks could

be shot from the depot platform, Only a few Indian trails radiated
out of McGregor. In the winter months, the tote roads were used; there
were no roads at all for summer travel., The few families who had taken
up homesteads about ten miles south of MeGregor were forced to walk
over the intervening bogs, sometimes wading through water to their
hips, to reach the town, Dodge gut the first road from MeGregor to

Bass Lake, a distance of three miles,

When the Hinckley fire was raging in 1894, Dodge saved McGregor

from burning, For two weeks before the conflagration reached the town,

the smoke was so thick the train could not be seen coming down the track,
Dodge instrueted the section hands to dig a ditch around the water tank,

depot and coal pile, and to fill all available containers with water for
use in controlling the back=fire which they were to set just before the

big fire reached them, This maneuver proved successful, Dodge purchased
the west half of the northwest one-fourth of section thirty=one for three
dollars an acre; the part lying nor th of the railroad, platted into lots

and sold to Hesper J, Newell, later became Newell's Addition, Ceorge

2e Mrs, P. Memmola, MecCregor, Minnesota, interview. George Dodge,
MeGregor, interview.
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Dodge, now eighty-five years old, lives three and a h@lf miles north-
west of MeGregor on the old Crainfield estate,

25
Ole T, Jevne, who settled with his father in Jevne township,

8ix miles west of McGregor, in the summer of 1891, believes that there
were no more than five or six settlers in all the surrounding region
at that time, With the building of the railroad, however, the move-
ment of land seekers into the area was under way, Pamphlets, tracts,
and folders advertised the railroad lands and homesteads, Information
bureaus and lecturers helped to spread the information, and claims
were filed on the free lands,

26
A few Finns, attracted to the homestead lands near Rice River,

formed the nucleus of a settlement there. One of the first to arrive
was Jacob Haltonen, who was born in Finland in 1867 and came to the
United States in 1880, He married Ida S, Anderson, also an immigrant
from Finland, at Newbury, Michigan, in 1889, They first settled in
Hibbing, Minnesota, then came to Moose Lake, From there Haltonen set
out on the "Lake Road," the old military road extending from Mille Lacs
to Superior, His destination was section twentyweight, township forty-
8ix, north, range twenty-three west, He reached there on March 5, 1895,
filed a homestead claim on an eight-acre tract, and began construction.
of a log house, On this journey from Moose Lake, Haltonen drove a team

of horses to a point ecalled "Dixon's," where he was forced to leave the

Ole T, Jevne, Aitkin, Minnesota, Fleming Noute, interview,

Jacob and Ida Haltonen, McGregor, Minnesota, (In the course of years
a number of metal and stone Indian relics have been found by the
Haltonens, near their home and these have been presented to the
Minnesota Historical Society.)
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team and continue with a single ox and eart, No settler had ever gone
as far west as section twenty-eight, and for much of the way second-
growth timber had to be cut from the trail as he went along in order
to get his cart through, Haltonen completed his house in April , and
his wife arrived shortly after, traveling over the same route as her

husband,.

At the time the Haltonens settled there, the township had no

name, and Rice River suggested by Jacob Haltonengwas adopted. None of

| J
the pine in the nelghborhood had as yet been €ut for commercial purposes,

On Big Rice Lake, a number of Indians were living, The Haltonend traded
at Moose Lake the first year, then a road was cut to McCregor and they
began to trade at "Speegle's." During most of the summer, the road

was impassable for teams and butter was carried on the backs of the

settlers over the bogs and swamps to be traded for groceries.

The first ping was cut near Rice River in 1896 and was sold
o the Potter-Casey Company of Aitkin, The logs were hauled to Rice
Riger, where a hundred or more Indians were empdoysd to drive the
logs down the river, Four dollars and ninety ecents per thousand
feet was paid for the vepy best white pine delivered et the skidways,
On the north guarter of section twenty-cne, Conn @'Brien of Brainerd
built a camp that was run by Hardy, a former sheriff of Cass county.
This camp remained for é number of years and with the Aitkin company
bought most of the pine cut by the settlers. In later years, several

portable sawmills were operated here.
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27
A year before Haltonen came, Andrew P, Johnson had settled

in what is now Spalding township, His claim, in section thirty-four,
had also to be reached by ox-team over the military rord from Moose
Lake, Usually a six~months' supply of groceries was laid in before

the frost left the ground in the spring and the road became too mirey

to support a team, ©OSuch an order of supplies, as Johnson remembers,
included one hundred pounds of Arbuckle coffee, fifty pounds of sugar,
soap, flour and other staples—shipped by freight to McGregor and hauled
out by oxen to the homesteads, The first‘sswing machine in the town=-
ship Johnson carried on his back over the bogs from McGregor to East
Lake,

28
Among other early settlers at Rice River were Matt RandiLJ

and John Field, Randd was born in Finland in 1863 and came to the
United States at the age of 18, He married Josephine Field, a Finnish
immigrant, and with his wife's brother, John, came by railroad to Moose
Lake, The belongings of both families were loaded into a two-wheeled
ox~cart, and the party made the trip over the seldom used “Lake Road."

After many days of tedious travel,during which the ox-cart was repeatedly

mired down and the entire load had to be transferred%?o the men's backs

and carried to higher ground, they came to their future home homesteads,
The location was in section twelve in an unorganized township, forty-
s8ix north, later a part of Rice River township. Randa and Field filed

homestead claims adjoining each other,

27 Andrew P. Johnson, East Lake, Minnesota, interview.
28, Matt Randa, East Lake, Minnesotq, interview.
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No other settlers were near., Heavy growths of pine and harde-

wood covered the claims, but no thought was given at first to the timber
a8 a source of income, The main object was to cleer the land as rapidly
as possible, Randa built a house of white pine that is still standing.
Mrs, Randa died in 1899 and Randa married Susanna Nissila in 1902. There
were twelve children in Matt Randa's family, all of whom still live in

the neighborhood.

Sam Borg settled in 1895 on the south side of the Northern

Pacific track, four miles east of MecCregor, at the old Sandy River Cross=-
ing., Several other families located in the neighborhood about the same
time, among whom was Oscar Sundberg from Crayling, Michigan, Deciding
that they should have & postoffice of their own, this group planned to
call it Sandy River but were persuaded by Sundberg that Grayling was a
more desirable name, The CGrayling postoffice was authoriged and John L,
Borg, a brother of S5am, was made postmastey. This postoffice was dis~

continmued in 1919,

Sam Borg engaged in lumbering and ran a general store at Gray-
ling, Loggers and lumberjacks here left the train to continue on up the
Sandy river, logs and lumber were loaded at the siding, and Borg did a
good business, Jim Murphy logged at Grayling and Marcus Nelson, a "big
logger® of a later period, was just beginning activities thereabouts in
the late 1890's, The Nicholas Chisolm Lumber Company had many camps near

the village until about 1913,

29. Sam Borg, Lawler, Minnesota, interview,
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The first school at Grayling, held in Sam Borg's home, ms later
organized as school district number thirty-zix and a new log schoolhouse
built, When lumbering ceased, Crayling agein became a flag-stop. Borg's
store was moved to Lawler, a newer towmm on the Soo railread,

30
By 1900, the settlers in the McGregor region were taking part

in various affairs in the county. The Aitkin Age of September 20, 1900,
lists the following as delegates to the Republican county convention:
"Sandy Lake: William Wakefield, Mark Libby, William Jude,
Kimberly: M, J. Shorwell, J., P, Williame, Gus Williamson,

Sicottes: (Tamarack): Frenk Clark, F. ¥, Day, J. B, Clark,"

31
In the late 1890's MeCregor was surveyed. George Dodge had

platted Newell's Addition and Jacob Leighty the next portion of village
real estate, Then C, A, Maddy conceived the "clothesline survey." To
employ a surveyor with transit and other apparatus just to measure a piece
of land seemed a costly proceeding., Besides, there was a certain post

out in the bog.near town granted by some people to be a government quarter-
post, Possibly it was only a stake for tethering some settler's cow, In
any case, it still served as a point of departure, a clothesline served

as surveyor's chain, and thus streets and roads were laid out.

HMaddy's survey had reperggssions that began on July 5, 1927,

when a motion was made to have blueprints of the village drawn up and
to lay out the avenues north and south and the stfaets east and west,

A surveyor was retained and a re-survey and a new plat of the village made,

30, Aitkin Apge, 1900, September 20,

31. George Dodge, MeGregor, Minnesota, and others, interview.

32, Byron Maddy, Mrs, C. A. Maddy, O. L. Johnson, E. 0. Bachellow
and others, MeGregor, Minnesota.
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iuch of the property had been described by metes and bounds in the first
survey, and when the new plat was completed pandemonium broke loose.
Garages were cut off from lots, property believed to be owned by one

was found to belong to someone else, In certain quarters, Maddy was held
better qualified to survey a town even with a clothesline than county sur-
veyors who "were only politicans" and knew nothing whatever about "finding
a corner post,” The outcome of all the confusion and expense was that

the county register of deeds refused to record this new plat since it
conflicted with the metes and bounds descriptions of so many of the pileces
of property already on file,

33
The village of MeGregor was organigzed in 1903, the petitioners

certifying that there were residing within the described territory one
hundred ga®”eighty people, The village council began looking for a site
for n'villags hall and passed an ordinance prohibiting the discharging of
firearms with the village. An election of village officers was held., Twe
justices of the peace and two constables were elected. Both James E.

Murphy and George Dodge were elected to the Board of Health. The next

year the vill:]b purchased a fire engine with one fourteen-foot ladder

and thirty-sixjfeet of extension, It was also agreed to "appoint J. W*

Clark and A, J. Wanderwater a committee to oversee the construction of a
jale and engine room, To build sells 6 x 7 feet square and 8 feet high

to be made of 2 x 4 scantling laid flat and spiked to gather with 20 pen
spikes and one ventilator in top.of each sell 12 x 12 with iron bars

across, one grate 4 x 4 feet in front of sells.,™

33, Minutes of the vill council for the year 1903=1914.
Published official rgcords of the county.
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34
Meanwhile, building was keeping pace with the growing population

and the, development of local government, "Speegle's" store, his third,
by the early 1900s had expanded into the &wo story structure that later
became the present postoffice, A Methodist church was built by George
Dodge in 1901 on the street facing the railroad, where it stood until it
was moved to its present location in 1930. About 1895, a schoolhouse,

the present villsﬂ4 hall, replaced the log building used during 1893-

18943 in 1503, a'gWOmstory frame school was put up to take its place.

James E., Murphy built the MeGregor Hotel (Murphy Hotel), two and a half
blocks west of Maddy street, shortly before 1903; the business was leased
by Andrew Burud, who was the proprietor at the time fire destroyed the
building in 1905. The same fire destroyed J. W. Clark's general store

in which the postoffice had been housed, In 1903, C. A. Maddy built a
large two story frame hotel about where the White EagleService station

on Haddy street now stands, but it was also burned down in recent years,

By the turn of the century, MeCregor had become & wide=open,
rough=and«ready lumbering town. The Americsn Grass Twine Company was
employing at times as meny as two hundred men, and the logging camps
situated all over the country kept money in easy circulation, Besides
the saloon maintained in connection with the McGregor Hotel, there was
a one story frame structure, one block east of Maddy Streét, built in
1898 by Tom Campinello, the first saloonkeeper in MeGregor. This later

became the Olson and Alstead saloon. On Block 4, Cusciotto's Division,

Interviews with pioneers, The Aitkin Age, 1900, June 29,

The Aitkin Republican, 1900 August, Official records of

the county, MNrs, P. Memmola, George Dodge, McGregor, Minnesota,
interview, Official Records, Aitkin Age, 1901, September 3.




was the Hudson and Turner saloon, run by Joe Hudson and M, T. Turner
until 1906, when it became the Palace saloon., Shootings were common

and bar-room brawls the order of the day. Liquor licenses in 1901 were

500,00, in 1910, $1000,00 and in 1913, $2500,00.

It has been said that a primary reason for the incorporation
of the village was to give -4~ control of &ee seloon license fees to the
town, There were three saloons at the time of incorporation. One of the
first official acts of the village council was the granting of two liquor
licenses,

35
By all odds, the outstanding bartender of this period was Joe

Hudson, Hudson with his wife, Laura Clark, came to HeCregor from Dubuque,
Iowa; about 1900, At first they settled on a homestead; now known as the
"old Adams' place," several miles north of MeGregor, but in 1901, Hudson
became bartender for J. P. Olson. Joe was square~shouldered, large and
muscular, six feet tall and a "ladies' man.," He became Olson's partner
in the Hudson and Turner saloon, and their place became the hot spot of

the wvillage.

Pistols were commonly worn - for use, not ornamentation, 1In
1904, an ordinance was passed providing that "all of the front doors of
the saloons be closed on funday and the Marshall be instructed to keep
things quiet around the saloons also around the village." For years,
the records of the town council are interspersed with such offieial in-

structions to the police.

35. ixel P. Johnson, East Lake, Minnesota, James E. Murphy,
Frank Clark, J. W, Clark, all of MeGregor, Minnesota, and
others,




There was one diversion especially favored by many of the
customers of the Hudson and Tgrner bar. This was to shoot from the
hip through the inside weggfg;-the saloon and attempt to hit the hitch-
ing post standing outside tﬁe building. The penalty for failure to hit
the mark was to buy drinks all around. The reward for success has not
been recorded, But the well perforated west wall of the saloon is wit=

ness that it must have been worth the effort.

It was not until Joe Hudson entered the Hudson and Turner

ol
as a partner that he really fouJaﬁscope for his talents, His handiness

with a six-shooter spread over the country. Daily exhibitions of his
skill inspired the‘populaca with fear and respect., Many an innocent
bystander was "barely missed" in these playful demonstrations at the
Hudson nnd Turner. Joe is recalled as the'M"straightest shooting and
fastest man on the draw that McGregor has ever seen." All thisf/despite
the fact/’that his hands shook as with palsy = a condition attributed
/gayhia "COnééiénce'bothering hin" by the romantic minded, who perhaps
failed to consider his consumptioﬁ daiij ofrehormous quantities of liquor,
Joe could, and usually did, drink six lumberjacks under the table at a

sitting,

When shooting at the hitching post palled as a pastime, pick=
ing off the kerosene wall lampiéywas;not despised, Then there was the

tall scotch cap worn by Jess Jones, a plonser who lived close to McGregor
and was a faithful visitor at the Hudson and Turner. Jess's tall cap
made an irresistible target for Joe. Just as Jess would enter the door,

Joe would politely 1ift the cap from his head with a well-placed bullet,
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It was a cosy custom among friends, and Jess always accepted these

frolicsome displays in good humor, But one day, by chance, he entered
the saloon unnoticed, He had been there for some time, his cap still
upon his head, and had fallen peacefully asleep in a chair tipped back
sgainst the wall. Sudden{iy Joe saw Jess, saw the cap, saw a duty un-

Arderasd > Lo
dg*eiiaadjhrew his gun with lightening speed and fired, The shot removed

{ ,
the eap,-all right. It also cut a ne§t center part in Jess's pompadour,

\
N

and a furrow in his scalp, This was going too far, allowed Jess, and he
did not forgive Joe. Joe Hudson is remembered as having been "loved by
some, hated by many, and cursed by all."

36
The saloonkeepers dig not spend all of their time on the fire

ing line., Civic progress also interested them. When the first church
was built in MeGregor, funds were exhausted before the plastering and in-
terior decorating were completed, It was decided that a musicale might
be a nice way to raise funds to finish the church. Among the musicians
on the program =one of a vocal trio = was a beautiful daughter of
Robert N, Newell, the land agent. In the audience was saloonkeeper
Olson, former partner of Joe Hudson, At the close of the hymn, Olson,
deeply moved, slightly drunk, arose and accosted Miss Newell. "If you will
sing that song all by yourself," he declared, "I will plaster the church
free of charge." The girl complied and Olson kept his word, s@lving at
one stroke a knotty financial problem and giving rise to the observation

"Local saloonkeeper gets plastered and plasters church for a song,”

36, George Dodge, lMcGregor, Minnesota, interview,




Maturity brought decorum to the village. Good roads were con=
structed throughout the region and settlers developed their farms, Modern
convenience took the place of primitive mekeshifts. But as the region was
emerging into a prosperous community, it was visited in 1918, »s was all
the surrounding country, by a devastating forest fire.

37
For many weeks in the fall of that year, there had been no rain,

and the whole countryside was dry as tipder. There had been three separate

fires near MeGregor earlier in the seascon which had burned over much of
the section, Charles Turner, near Kimberly, early in the day on October
12, 1918, saw the flames of a great conflagration sweeping toward his

farm, He mustered a fighting erew, who set back-fires which stopped the

Kimberly fire from advancing toward MeGregor,

However, the high peat banks of county ditch 14 had been burn-
ing and smouldering since the previous year, and this fire erept to the
verty edge of the town, Another fire, alleged to have been set to the west
of the Soo line, by a spark from a locomotive, also spread, but a group
of Home Guardsmen kept this under control. Still a third fire came on
from section thirty-one, MecGregor township, and section six, Spalding
township, Company "D® of the Home Guards fought this fire for several
days before bringing it under control, There was no loss of life and only
minor property damage in McGregor., But the surrounding comntryside was not

so fortunate, One thousand acres of hay land were burned, two residences

37. Filles of the Aitkin Age, 1918, October, the Aitkin Republican,
1918, October, Reminiscinces of many residents of McGregor.




in Grayling destroyed, and trains stopped on the Soo line by the

deatruction of the tracks,  The towns of Bain and Lawler were almost

completely wiped out, In the village of Lﬁwler, three lives were lost;

in Automba, twenty-two people burned to death. Dozens of farmi homes
were burned and many farm families perished.,  Some saved themselves

by fleeing into root cellars or down into wells,

The county was placed under martial law, and two hundred
and Tifty soldiers were stationed at Aitkin, to assist in caring for
the homeless and the injured with the help of the Red Cross. Many
lawsuits were filed in federal court charging the government wil h neg-
ligence in operation of the railroads, under conscription at that time,
Other suits were filed against the Sco line, the Pine Tree Lumber Company,
and the Northern Pacifie railroad. ' The Pine Tree Lumber Company was
charged with carelessness in burning slashings, causing the fire on
the bank of diteh 14. The court action cleared the lumber company of
responsibility, - Litigation dragged on for years.,* The towns were soon

38
rebuilt, but the land and the timber still bear the scars of this holocaust,

o In the litigation following the fires it was finally ruled by the
Attorney General that Congress, in passing Private Act No. 336, 74th
Congress, August 27, 1936, authorizing payment for damages done by the
railroada, authorized payment only of insurable losses that were covered or
could have been covered by fire insurance, Loss of life does not come under
this classification and under this interpretation no eclaims for loss of
life have hesn paid.,

38, Interview with residents of McGregor, Minnesota,




MeGregor is now a modern town with all conveniences, Good
roads have brought the besuties of the surrounding countryside to the
attention of vacationists who have built cabins and cottages on the
many lakes, Trails were made over the hills and through the woods,
and the hunting and fishing in the region have become favorably known

for and wide., There are now in the area some seventy-five separate

resorts open during the summer months for tourists and summer visitors,

The largest centers of resort activity are Sandy Lake and Lske Minnewawa;
about their shores there are estimated to be about three thousand privatély
owned eabins, and there are many more on the other lakes in the vieinity,
An average of ten thousand persons visit the region annually, and in ;9

single season at McGregor cars from every state in the union are ssen,

40
In 1928, the MeGregor Hospital was founded, with Dr. Granger

and Dr, C. B. Strauch in charge. A dental office was also maintained in
the same building, This was the only hospitel in Aitkin county, On
September 16, 1932, the hospital and the theatre which adjoined it were
destroyed by fire. The hospital was not re—establishedfl

Independent Consolidated School Distriet No., 12 serves the
educational needs of the pupils of McGregor and vieinity within a sixty-
mile area., The building is of brick with a gymnasium and modern science
room, It was dedicated October 1, 1921, with an enrollment of less than

one hundred. At the present three hundred and eight*five pupils are in

Wiley Smith, guide, McGregor, Minnesota, Isador Ivesmeon, McGregor
Minnesota, and others, interviews.

A. M, Hayes, Mrs, Frank Perlita, McGregor, Minnesota, interviews.
Isador Iverson, Mrs. Rugna Boekenoogen, McGregor, Minnesota, intervyiews
The_Aitkin Age, September 16, 1932,
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attendance, An addition is being built at this time,

The McGregor State Bank was organized July 29, 1915, and on
October 13, 1934 was moved to Hoﬁzrd Lake, There are three bulk petroleum
plants in the village of MeGregor with surface tank storage capacity
of 133,000 gallons, During the past year, 1940, 550,000 gallons of

hdy
light oils and 10,000 gallons of lubricating oils were distributed.

The cultivated fields about MeGregor produce alfalfa, corn,
potatoes and clover. Hay is a prineipal crop. The MeGregor Creamery
produced in the past year over 300,000 pounds of butter, and the total
output of butterfat from the region is probably three times this amount,
Quantities of eream are shipped to ocutside centersés

The wild rice harvest the past season taotaled about seventy-

five tons of finished rice, valued at some 37,000,00, Fur farming yielded

1200 Alaskan black mink pelts, bringing an average price of $12,00 each;

about 300 silver fox pelts were marketed. Several thousand turkeys were
raised, and this is becoming a major industry. Flax is produced in some
quantities here.

46

Lumbering is carried on by five sammills in the region, two
of which have special finishing machines, The largest of these is located
on Brown's Point, Sandy Lake, owned by Harold Benedict, and produces cabin

logs and lumber. Wood products timber is cut each year by about twenty-five

Vietor A. Heed, Superintendent, McCregor, Minnesota, interview.

H, W. Reiter, Cashier, Howard Lake, Minnesota, letter, 1940, Feb. 4.
Alfred Jacobson, Isador Iverson, Haynard,Raveill, lcGregor, Minnesota,
Interviews with many residents of MeGregor, Minnesota.

Interyiews with McGregor residents,




operators in the region, Wood pulp, toothpick and match timber, and

other wood products are marketed,

There are three churches in McGregor, Methodist, Catholie, and
Lutheran, There are several organizations, including boy and girl scouts,
47
and a community band, There is a library with a collection of about 1200

volumes, open to the public two days a week.

McGregor has a modern electric power and light plant serving
the eastern half of the county and some four hundred farms., Modern dial
telephone service connects Sandy Lake and the resort area without extra
toll, and there are six incoming and five outgoing mails each day., Western

Union and Postal Telegraph have facilities here,

Two railroads and the Greyhound Bus Company furnish transportation,
Door to door truck service is provided, and there is truck service daily

to Duluth and semi-weekly to the Twin Cities,

47, MeGregor Library Association,
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By the end of the 1890's, out of the tangled wilderness

and the wold days of logging, community life was beginning to emerge
about MeGregor. But befors it turned to more prosaic ways, thore was
to be one last reminder of the region's primitive past, one last flare=-
up of frontier terror. ¥hen deer-hunting time comes in the north woods,

the tale 1s told and retold,

It was the fall of 1898, and reports of Indian unrest were
flying far and fast, On October 12, St, Paul papers printed the dreaded
information that an anticipated Indian uprising was already in progress
at MeCregor. IFugens C. Blanchard of the Northern Pacific at Barker
wired to St, Paul that a woman living near the village of MeGregor had
been driven from her home by two dosen painted Indians and that her

b !
husband and her father were believed massacred,

Only & week had passed since the battle of Bear Island at

Leech Laﬁe, in which a number of Indiens and six soldiers had been
killed, Special guards had been sent to reassure the nervous sattlers

3
around Bemidji and Cass Lake, From Fort Sheriden, I1lineis, infantrymen

had been placed at the disposal of Ceneral Bacon to control the disturbance,

1, The 5%, Paul Plonmser Pregs, Jctober 12, 1898, Aitkin Fepublican,
December 19, 1940, Mrs, P. Memmola and many other résidents of
MeCregor and Aitkin. Tne story of the "IHdian Scare" is well
remeubered by many of the ploneers about MeGregor and 1s related
by them with little variation,

Minnesots Historiecsl Collections, 3:273-288,
M

donesots Ilstorical Collectlons, Aitkin Republican, December 19,
1940, 31273-288,




THE REDSKIRS ARE COMING

4

Now, it seemed, a full-scale massacre of settlers was about to begin,
The St. Paul office of the railroad at once offered to get men to the
scene of danger, From the villuge of Mclregor word was flashed to Aitkin

that "old man HoCregor" had been killed,

In ~nd near MeCregor for some time there had been great un=
eaainess, Accounts of the trouble at Leech Lake had drifted down to
the settlers, and apprehension was felt that the Sandy Lake band would

join their fellows., A smouldering feeling of panic among the settlers

was as tinder awaiting a match, The match came from “Mrs, Honry Lampert,

a homesteader's wife,

Out near Portage Lake, Henry Lampert had a claim and a cabin.
Ready cash was hard to come by, and, as was the custom of many settlers
in the fall, Lampert had set cut for the harvest fields of Dakota, legving

his wife and two small children on the farm,

On a certain day in October, while Mrs, Lampert, who shared
the general anxiety regarding the Indians, was going about the duties
of her farm cabin, she suddently heard blood-chilling eries. Then came
the sound of a shot, Then more hair-raising whoops, From her cabin
window she looked out on a sight that all but frosze her., Indian warriors
decked in savage paint were stamping, one behind the other, in a circiing

dance,

AR Reminiscenses: Mrs. P. Memmola, George Dodge, James I, Hurphy,
MeGregor, Minnesota, and others,




ARE GOMING

Without pausing, s, Lanmpert snatched up her two children in
her arms, dashed for the railroad a quarter of a mile to the north, and
flagged a freight train coming down the track, The engineer, with no
thought of Indians and knowing that o passenger train was close behind

hin, merely thumbed toward the back to indicate that she should wait

for the passenger. DBut his thumb meant no such thing to the horrore

stricken woman. It meant that the Indians were coming and that, should

the engineer stop, the redsxins would board the train, The caboose
disappeared up the track, and Mrs, Lampsrt fled after it, Half running,
stumbling over ties, bruised and exhausted, she covered the four miles

into MeGregor and poured out her story to an already overwraught populace,

The station agent promptly telephoned to the dam keeper at
Sandy Lake to find out what the conditions were at the Indian village
there, No answer, The wires were down because of a recent storm, But
he did not know that, The thought flashed into his mind that the Indians
had ecut the telephone wires and that the dem keeper was already dead,
The agent wired his uuspilcions to Duluth, Authority was wired back to
evacuate 21l of the people on the‘first train. This welcome invitation
was lmrriedly and gladly accepted by many of the Italian settlers,

Before the passenger train reached MoCregor, the conductor
passed through the train ordering the people to pull down the window

shades and to lle flat in the aisle es they passed through the town,
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Such settlers as elected to romain in MoCregor after the refugee train
pulled out barricaded thomselves in "Speegle's®™ store and all night

long poured lead buflieta for the impending attack,

By this time, the countryside was thoroughly aroused., Credie
bility had been ad&ed to Mrs, Lampert's story from another quarter, A fman
walking toward MeCregor from far out in the woods brought word of meeting
cn the Prairle river two blood-stained Indian hunters who told of an
encounter with Sand Lake Indians, The latter, the hunters said, had
gone on the war path with those of Leech Lake, Terror in the village

increased,

The village of Aitkin, hearing of the murder of "old man
HeGregor® and the report in the St, Paul papers of the death of two
men, hastily organized a volunteer company., One citizen was dispatched
to ride through the night like a modern Psul Revere to warn the Swedish
settlers of the oncoming mssault and to urge them to bring their families
into town, The night train from the sast brought in a new posse of men
from the town of Carlton to help protect Aitkin in the uprising.

6
A peem written later by B, W, Gwathmey for a local paper

described how the news traveled,

De Interyiew, Tony Spicola, East Lake, Mimnnesota,
Ge The Altkin Republican, December 19, 1940, reprinted from originsl
of 1898, James E, Murphy, and others, McGregor, Minnesota,
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"Swiftly now the messages climb

Over the wires of the N. P. Line,
¥ilder yet into 8t. Paul rolled,

News of the demons uncontrolled,
Turning the bleocd of Bear Island cold,
Bach yelling demon painted red

"0ld Man MoCregor" reported dead,"

When daylight come, the volunteers from Altkin and the Carlton
posse sought out the spet whore "Melrepor"™ was reported to have fallen,
Here they found the Indians, Questioned, the warriore revealed that they
had indeed been at Portage Lake near the Lempert home, Yes, they were

whooping and they had been painted, They were, the Indlans explained,

on their woy @j/the old Portage Trail ‘o Mille Lacs to take part in an

Indian dance, Along the way they had killed a deer, and they were
calebrating this hunt when Mrs, Lampert saw them, The fndiana went
on with laughter to describe how, when they saw Mrs, Lampert's freight,
they thought it might be fun to frighten her some more, 8o they fired
their guns into the air once or twice. It was all a good joke on the
white pecple, they thought? ,

\
As for "old man MeGregor," he was, as was later admitted, no

more than s figment of someone's imaginstion. His untimely demise,

as well as that of the victims reported in the St. Paul papers, proved
8

to be no more than the slaughter of a lone buck deer,

9
"0ld Jin" Murphy well remembers this scare, He recalls that

"the Injuns had a trail from Sandy Lake to Mille Lacs goin'! down Lﬂy

Age, November 11, 1929, and remininscenses of plomeers.
Republican, December 19, 1940,
Y. Murphy, MeCregor, Minnesota.
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Sandy river and through Davis, Round and Portage Lakes, All the tribes
used to have big dances, and the Injuns at Mille Lacs were havin' one then,
When they had these dances, the Sandy Lake band would go there, and then

when the Sendy Leke Injuns had one, the Mille Lacs tribe would go up.

"For these big dances, they always dressed by paintin' their
cheeks and wearin colored feathers, Before the dance begun, they would
beat the big drum eight days and nights. Never stopped, That was to call

the great Mesnito, their Cod,

"Mostly they called these medicine dances, Here the big chief
would get up and make a speech tellin' of his big deeds, tellin' how
meny white men he had killed, Then another would get up and begin, They

rould keep up-these pow=wows for a week at a tinme,

"I've went to a hundred of these dances, I've heard 'em 'ki=yi!
tell I got damn sick and tired of it, The time they scared Mrs, Lampert,
they was only goin' on their way to a medicine dance and a-huntin' and

a-feastin' as they went along.”

Murphy remembers, too, how the lone wayfarer had met the two
hunters far out in the woods and how his story had corrcborated that

of the homesteader's wife,

"There was two hunters," relates Murphy, "who was campad on the
banks of Prairie River about three miles from its mouth, There was this

_man came along, sort of a foolish feller. You could tell him most any-

thin* and he'd believe it, Well, he was a=goin' on foot to MeGregor through




|

THE REDSKINS ARE COMING Pagel &7

the woods and happened to come to where these two hunters was tented

that mornin'.

"This looney feller asked, %there did you come from?' and as
a joke, they seid Leech Lake, Which was a lie. They had just killed

a deer and their hands was all coversd with bleood, He said, '"What you

doin' with all that blood on your shirt gleeves?' They told him some

of the Leech Lake Injuns had come down to Sandy Lake, and now the Sandy
Lake band was on the warpath, too. The blood on their hands -~ they told
this feller, 'We just killed two Injuns and throwed'em in that erick,
We're a=goin' to Tamarack as fast as we kin', The damndest lie ever

told = somethin' like these Paul Bunyan yarns., This feller come to
MeGregor and told how the Sendy Lake Injuns was on the warpath., Twe

jokers, them hunters,®
b




Page 158

WHERE THE BLACKBIRDS SING W

The prineipal obstacle to the settlement and {avelopment of
the area south of [fcGregor in earlier times was the low, flat, wet
condition of the land, Swanps, muskeg and water covered a portion
of the region, and it was subject to sessonal innundation, Often in
summer, rowboats could go over miles of the grounds and the islands
of prehistoric Lake Aitkin occasionally became islands again., As late
as 1902, a family living near MoGregor used a rowboat in time of high
water to reach the village and moored their craft to the Northern

1
Pacifie switch,

It seemed to the settlers that drainageawaa the solution,
So an extensive system of ditches was undertakani The result of such
drainage, however, was not always successful, Except in a few instances,
the meadowlands when drained were still unproductive, often deficient
in phosphorous or lime and subject to frosts, Also after the water had

been to some extent drained off from the peat, the syp~dried meadowlénds

became a fire hasard of the first magnitude,

The drained areas sometimes suffered rrofound changes, There

was, for instance, a lake in section ten which once yielded a great amount

Records of drainage ditches, court house, Aitkin, Minnesota.
Various articles on the subject of drainage in the region,

from files of the Aitkin Ape, Aitkin Republican. Interviews
with pioneers of MeCregor,

Oscar Jesness, Utilizetion of Cut-Over Lands,
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of wild rice, Wild ducks flocked there by the thousends in the fall,

and about ite marshy shores was an extensive cranberry bog from which

& ploneer gathered with the ald of a cranberry rake in a single day nine
ong~hundred-pound sacks full of berries, This lake was called Rice Lake.
Drainage ditches broke down the muskeg reservoirs that kept the lake
water at a fairly even level., Now the rice, the ducks and the cran~
berries are gone and even the name of the lake itself for it is today
desceriptively known as Mud Luke?

4

About two miles southwest of MoGregor, the meadowlands proe
duced for a long time a crop little thought of by the first settlers,

In the spring of 1500, the Anmerican Crass Twine Company of New York dis=-

coverad a natural resource here which they could use, a field of waving

wiregress miles in extent, Four thousand and forty acres were purchased

and operations began,

A large warehouse, foreman's dwelling, cook house, blacksmith
shop and other meeded building were constructed. The grass was harvested
by hand, and at times of peak production two hundred men were employed
with an average wage of two dollars per day, The grass was cut by mowers
drawn by a team of horses wearing "bog shoes," For a day or so, it was

allowed to dry and then, when cured, was carefully gathered into bundles,

3. Joe (regory, HeGregor, Hinnesota, interview,
dio Tlner Strom, foreman, Crex Carpet Company, 1918-3937,
HeGregor, Minnesota, interview.
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tied with g handful of grass or in later years with grass twine, The
invention of a mechanical turning device proved the greatest single
factor in the reduction of hand labor, Seventy=five men and eight

teams of horses were replaced by one man driving a tractor-drawn grain
binder with the grain-tying mechanism removed, This device cut the grass,
turned it and laid it back on the stubble with the butts all sven to
sun=dry. Then it was hand-tied, An automatic gleaner eventually

eliminated hand-tying.

In 1914, the company re~capitalized for five million dollars
as the Crex Carpet Compsny, By 1919, the meadows ylelded nearly three
thousand tons of grass which was baled and shipped away to be woven into
rugs, and production held to about that figure until 1925, Then came a

sudden competitive pressure that was to undermine the industry and lead

to its almost complete abandonment, This pressure came not from any

expected source, tut from farawsy Asia. In that year, the Japanese be-
came interested in the production of grass rugs and sent over a delegation
to study the methods used in the United States., The next year, strong
comyetition from the little brown men was felt, and with production costs
rising a steady decline in the industry began. By 1936, only a few tons
of grass were harvested., The turning device and the Wbog shoes" were a-
like unneeded; the Crex Company went into voluntary bankruptey. Most of
the buildings were raszed and sold., The long, deep grass of the meadows

again awaits an economic solution to be of use to the community,

To the south of the Crex gresslends, there is another extensive
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tract too low for profitable cultivation, This is the area about Big
Rice Lake and the lands drained by Rice River, Here im ancisnt days

were villages of the Sioux and perhaps of the mound builders, and Indians
have always lived there until the present time, There were reasons why
they choose this location, for Big Rice Lake contained acres of the finest

wild rice and was @ veritable psradise for the wild waterfowl,

However, conditions changedy) As it has been put: "The Indian

took the individual secalp but the white man took the scalp of the whole
6

continent, v And as the region lost its scalp = the forests, the game
and the other natural resources = thought was given to saving certain
sections, unadepted to other uses, for the preservation of wild life and
forests.

b aed

Yian? e ),
gy, acres of land about Big Rice Lake have baen secured by

the federal government as represented by the Eiological Survey of the
Interior Department, Further acresage is to be acquired until the tract
contains about 16,000 scres, Of this approximately 3000 acres are water.
The purpose of the program is to provide a feeding and resting ground for

waterfowl and a refuge for birdes and wild gane,

Jaccb V, Brower, Memol

Missigsipvpi, 4:13, winnesotu Historical Lollections.

Ding Darling, in The Congervationist, May 1937.

Dats on the Sanctuary for Waterfowl and the work off the CCC
camp: Francis C. Gillette, Bureau of Blological Survey, 500
Yational Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Edward C. Knopp,
itefuge Hanager, East Lake, Minnssota, also the officers of
Company 2705, CCC, Past Lake, Minnesota.




There are several species of game birds within the tract, the

most mmerous of which are the rough grouse and the Chinese pheasant.
There are slso a number of most of the animals common to the region =
muskrat, mink, beaver, raccoon, bobeat, black bear, coyote and depr.
About 100,000 waterfowl are estimated to find feeding and resting grounds
here during the year, Abundant grain is provided by the rice growing in
the large, shallow lake, and wild celery is plentiful, In winter, gravel
is placed in convenient places for game birds and cover of the lean=to
variety of brush or boughs is provided, On the former ferms about the
lake some sharecropping is permitted, the farmer taking a portion and
leaving a portion for the game, The game refuge, known as the Rice Lake

Hational Wild Life Refuge, welcomes visitors.

A road has been built from highway 65, at East Leke, to the hend-
quarters of the camp, atout one and three~fourths miles west., It follows
(#the abandoned Sco Line track bed, where in places the rails are still visible,
The main camp is located on Indian Point near the ancient village site from
which all the Indisns who lived there until recently have been evacuated,
An office, garage, dwellings for refuge menager and patrol men, and an

chasrvation tower have been constructed,

The principal work of the men employaed here ia to stabilize the
present water level; to this end a dyke one and a half miles long has been
built across the Rice river wvelley and a water«control gate placed in the
river., 5,000 eastern red cedar trees and 2,000 grape vines have been eat

out to provide food for upland game birds, Fire lines and tralls are being
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built., A fence of four-strand wire some thirty 'miles long is to be
placed sbout the area to discourage trespassing and prevent the in-

cursicn of domestic cattle.

In connection with the construction of the game refuge, &
CCC camp has been esteblished on the north side of Rice Lake about
one mile from the refuge headquarters, The camp's twenty acres of ground
furnish sccommodation for 200 enrolless. The work program of the CCC camp
is coordinated with that of the game refuge., CCC labor is used in the
construction of buildings, dykes, trail=meking and other projects of the

Biological Survey.

To the Piological Survey has also been given supervision of
the harvesting of {1d rice on Big Rice lake., The great rice beds of
Big Rice Lake are one of the reasons for the logation of the refuge., The
gathering of wild rice is an important industry in Altkin county. The
finest wild rice in America is grown in Minnesota in the region from Hille
Laos to the Canadian border. For the season just past (1940), the hare
vesting was confined to thirty boats, and about 25 tons of rice were
harvested and 2,500 pounds gathered for seed,

8
The first white men to penetrate the region were impressed by

the Indiens' watersgrown grain, in early days the main subsistence of

8. Inforastion on rieing is found in Newton H. ¥inchell, Abgorigines

of Minnesota, 590-595, Jacob V. Brower, Prehistoric lag gt the
jeaduate he B 1, Altkin Kepublican, January 9, 1941.

Headwaters of the Nississlpp

Information on white methods from George and Vern Balley, J. A.

and Carl Lingle, F. Grey, Chauncy and B, Barroit, Dwight V., and
Ceorge Creer, all of McGregor and all of whom engaged in gathering
rice in the year 1940, Anthony Spicola, Zast Lake, Minnesota, rice
buyer, and others,
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most bands of Indians there, The whites did not participate in the
actual harvesting, however, until recent years, Throughout all the
period of white settlement, the Indian was the sole gleaner. With the
participetion of the white men in the ricing, mechanical methods of
finishing the rice have been introduced, and in general hand finishing
methods are being supplanted by the mechanical parching and packing.
To prevent abuse of the privilege of gathering rice, a state law has
been passed appointing a wild rice commissloner whose dtty it is to
set the date for the opening of the ricing season, A license is
required to gather rice and for the state as a whole 2,390 licenses
were issued for the year 1940, The first mechanical threshing and
finishing in this area was done by Charles Wakefield and H. L. Benedict.,
Now there are several such plants where green rice purchased from the

Indisns or vhites is processed.

Wild rice is grown in a mumber of the northe-central lakes but
probably at no place is to more important than at Big Rice Lake, Although
much has entered in to change the pattern of the Indian method of ricing,
1t still retains, of all his activities, the closest relation of his
ancient history. It is the oldest industry in all the northwest region
with the possible exception of trapping, and even in its modern, modified

aspect may be found vestiges of the Indian's traditional communal life,

VWhen the summer has waned and the fall winds begin to blow

the rice is ripening, Vhen the soft maple trees flame suddenly torch-
red in the green of the forests, it is mopomind gisise, Moon of the Gather-

ing of Wild Rice. Then for a brief time the Chippewa comes into his owm
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agaln, Nature, peculiarly the mother of Indians, spesks to him,
For a few weeks in this northern region, the past comes alive in the
present, and in the harvesting of this native crop the ancient way of

the Indian has proved to be the best.

The method has varied little since it was first obssrved by
white men, Of the harvesting Charles Flandrau wrotes "In 1857 I visited
the source of the Mississippi with the then Indian agent for the Chippewas
and traveled hundreds of miles in the upper river., We paszsed through
endless fields of wild rice, and witnessed its harvest by the Chippewas,
which was a most interesting and picturesque scene, They tie it in
sheaves with a straw before it is ripe enough to gather to prevent the
wind from shaking out the grains, and whon it has matured, they thresh

it with sticks into thelir canoes, We estimated thare about 1000 families

of the Chippewas, and that they pathered sbout twenty-five bushels for

each family, and we saw that in so doing they did not make eny impression
vhatever on the erop, leaving thousands of acres of the rice to the geese
and ducks, Our esleulations then were that more rice grew in Minnesota
each ysar, without cultivation, than wae produced in South Carolina as

one of the principal products of that state."

Though the Chippewn had not learned to cultivate it, they had
learned to care for the crop which nature so lavishly provided, They
were prudent conservationists by tradition ss well as necessity, One

of their legends relates to their care of the wild rice.
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The tribes had always been pursued by the spectre of hunger,
especi~lly in the long, cold winters when game was scarce, So, it is
sald, on one occasion their medicine man had a revelation from the Great
Spirit, who told him that the lakes and stresms were filled with food.

It was explained just how this food was to be prepared to ent, and the
oracle warned thet no one should go near the plant until 4t should be
pronounced ripe., The Hanito's fury would fall upon the unlucky redman
who ventured to touch the plant before He had spoken through the medicine

man and declared it ready,

Thus, before and after each wild rice harvest, the Indians
Joined in a solemn ritual., Tobacco was strewn upon the waters so that
the Great Spirit might smoke in peace and the Indians harvest the erop
without offending the deity, The rite of placating the Great Spirit
is still cbserved. Strings of willow, wes goob, are cut and the tobacco
for the @od tied to them. Paddling among the ripening rice, the Indians
tie the woe goob to the sheaves of grain, This will calm the lakes,

quiet the thunder and permit the grain to répen without harm,

Like so many Indian rites, this elaborate ceremony had a sound
basis in necessity, for the exaet time to start the harvest must be chosen

with care since a storm or a brisk wind can ruin the crop in a few hours,

¥
Whatever the origin of the harvest may have been, 1b8,gernering hes con-

tinued ¥y methods little altered since before the dawn of history,
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Pven in the present=dey setting, the native rice harvesting
holds some of the charm of long ago, A week or so before the crop is
likely to be ready, onme or two Indians inspect the field and look over
the camp site, The grain field 1s the lake, shallow and muddy. In the
spring the rice shoots first appeared on the mud botiom of the lake and
grew rapidly to the surface, For a while the rice seems to lie flat
on top of the water, but by midsummer no water is visible and all the
lake is shimmering green. In August the heads begin to form and the
grain ripens in two or three weeks, The advance scouts make their report

to the tribe,

Some urgency from the remote past seems to impel the Chippewa
to make this anmual fall pilgrimage. Nothing is allowed to interfere
with it. Neither engngement in business elsewhere nor years of schoole

4N
inﬁAgrea%#completely the lure of the bark covered wigwam on the banks of

miry‘lekes. They seek out the same spot where from time immemorial they

have camped, What matter if it is now part of a cow pasture? A certain

munber of pounds of rice in lieu of rent and the grounds are theirs again.

A few at first, they srrive at the camp grounds, Then in in-
creasing numbers they gather from their homes, from the lakeshores and
towns and ressrvations. But no longer do they come on the ealico pony.
They come in cars and the remmants of cars, driving lickety-split in any
direction and over any place that a horse could travel == over ruts, roots
and debris, and deep into the woods, whereever the space between the trees

will adnit their passage, and luck seems to go with them,
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On the sedge and alder-=grown shore of the laks, they find their
ancient camp site, VWinter snow has covered it for many months, and it
has been a stamping ground for cattle throush the long summer days, For
a year the wigwams have stood deserted, structures of bent-over poles
tied together with thongs and looking not unlike upturned bushel baskets.

From the poles flutter strips of birch hark and shreds of tarred paper,

Now the wigwuéshum with a great ectivity. Camp {ires begin to
wink in the evening dusk,
In quilts auspended between two poles, papcoses swing contentedly., Boys
and girls race and shout. Dogs bark, Young braves slip into the timber
to secure bits of desired birch bark, and over the smouldering camp fire

& college=bred young lady may languidly stir the stew,

Until his death a few years ago, Chief Wadena was present for

the harvest, In keeping with his rank, he was often among the last to
arrive, Very calm, very fat, with a row of chicken feathers stuck in
his band, he would mske a chieftain's progress %o his hut, It was on
the highest and driest spot in the dark, wet woods, Some days before,
his wife had arrived, wowen anew the bark bed and covered the bare poles

of the wigwam with bark and paper.

In the center of the encampement, today as in former days, the
medicine lodge usually stands, larger and more pretentious then the rest
of the wigwams, At one end the medicine man seats himself and the steady
roll of the tometom begins, seldom to cease during the whole harvest., But

the drum no longer beats out the councils of war or peace., It marks, instead,
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it seems,the course of the never-ending card games played by the light

of the camp fire.

After the huts have all been covered, pits are dug by those
who intend to stamp out their own parched grain instead of selling the

rice green. The rice holes are usually about the width and depth of a

large bucket. Two poles around three feet high are erected at one side

of the pit and a pole is tied across the top of them for a handlebar,

In earlier days the holes were lined with bark, but the Indians now
find bark so hard to get that other linings have been substituted. Push
poles for the boats are also made ready. At last the word is given, and

the harvest is under way.

The women do much of the actual work of gathering the rice.
This 1s a delicete busineas to be donm with cers, A certein amount must
fall into the boat; a certain amount < but not too much = must be allowed
to fall back into the lake for reseeding, A cence or narrow boat is pro=
pelled through the tall, thick rice beds by means of a long pole on the
end of which is a erotch sbout a foot in width, Cenerally the man stands
forward in the boat, pushing the forked pole down into the muck of the
root of the rice plant and giving the pole a half twist to secure a
elight foothold for prophlling the boat, Hand over hand on the push

pole, he then drives the boat forward,

As a boat creeps ahead, the squaw, seated in the bottom near the
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center with a stick about two feet long in each hand, reaches out
with one stick and draws the sheafl of rice over the side and with
the other flails off the heads in a stripping motion. The grain
from first one side and then the other is gathered as the man keeps
the boat in alow and steady motion, Only a few kernela of rice on
e stalk ripen at one time, thus the field may be gone over again and
again until most of the grain is garnered. The rice hulla ez they
fall into the boat, have long barbs and, falling upright, give e

boatload of rice something of the appearance of a coco mat,

The green rice is carried to the camp, sometimes in birch
bark baskets called mokoks. If it is to be sold green, it is sacked
for the rice buyer, But before it is ready for market, it must be
parched and threshed, The whites do the parching in a drum, which
rests over a fire and rotates on a shaf't, A door in the side of the
drum permits the rice to be placed in it and removed when parched,
Then it is threshed., The thresher used by the whites is = machine
somevhat like the parcher, The thresher used by the whites is a machine
somewhat like the parcher, but in this case the drum is stationary with
a series of rubber-tipped fingers inside attached to the shaft. This
is driven at high speed, often with a pulley and belt arrangement on
the real wheel of an old automobile, causing the wooden fingers to

beat off the parched hulls, A common fanning mill completes the process,

But parching end threshing are still done often enough by the
Indian method, After the grain has been spread to dry for sometime

and is considered ready, it is placed in a metal tub or Sther container
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and set over a hot fire., The rice is stirred continually with a
paddle or pole to prevent burning until it i1s brittle enough to be
threshed. The thresher, usually a young man, wearing a pair of new
moccasins but sometimes barefooted, partly fills one of the rice

ﬁolaa with the parched rice and jumps into it, He grasps the croas-
bar at the top of the two poles fixed beside the pit and begins a sort
of danee in the mahnomen. The rhythmic stamping contimues for a hmlf
hour or so, then the grain is winnowed and returned to the pit, and
the dance begins again, This stomping and winnowing 1s repeated until
the grain is pronounced ready to store in pokokg, or to sack., The
first rice of the season ready for eating is properly esteemed and

is shared by all in celebration, When the harvest has been c ompleted,
the families, one by one, pile their belongins together and clatter
away toward home, Some mey linger fof several days or a week to
finish parching or threshing, but at last all are gona, The bare
skeletons of the wigwams are again left to await the coming of another

harvest,

The bpportunity to sell rice green probably {irst attracted
the white ricer, for a short season's work brought good returns, By
1940, there were but one-third as many Indians as whites engaged in
rieing. The ingenious but charmless harvesting carried on by the
whitos has not completely destroyed the Indian's method, however, At
Big Rice Lake, whites were excluded in the 1940 season except for the
parching and threshing part of the process. No means have yet been
devised that will gather the rice, prescrve its tender shoots and
allow for reseeding at the same time like the ancient flail and cance

of the Chippewa,
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