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McGroegor Lakes
Notes
June 30, 1940

Ref: McGregor and Sandy Lake Region History

Subject: Interview Martha Cornish, et al.

Your reporter, accompanied by Mr. J. E. Murphy, visited the home of
Mrs. Cherles Cornish, situated on Boot Leke, thirty six miles north of McGre-

gor in township "51-23."

Martha Cornish, whose Indian name is Aundaig (meaning Crow) was in-

terviewed at the suggestion of Mr. Murphy in the hope of securing confirm-
ation of several stories supposedly told to Mr. Murphy by Aundaig's grend-
mother Niby-na=-gaunce.

Between erguments with Mr. Murphy on the correct way to say Crooked
Rail Fence and Respberry Pie, in Chippewm, in which she displayed a rare
sense of humor, and none of the customary reserve of the Indian in contect
with a stranger, I secured the following informetion.

Mrs. Cornish was born in the Sandy Lake region in 1882 to the union
of Muckendwaywenanee and Nukway. She is the granddaughter on her mother's
side of Ayebedwaywedung, Chief of the Rice Lake bend of Chippewas. Ayabed-
waywedung's (Returning Echo) English name was "Yenkee."

Her father, Muckandwaywenanee, originally csme from Leech Leke. In
his youth he haed attended e "School" that was then established on Sandy
Leke. Schooling the Indian children there, evidently proved unsuccessful,
for as Aundaig states, "The children broke up the blackboards."

Mrs. Cornish states that her grandmother died when she wes only five
or six years of age and thet she does not remember very much of the things

she told her of the "old days." "We were too busy playing."
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At the age of seven lrs. Cornish was sent away to en Indien school
where she acquired & good education. "Schooling an Indian is a mistake."

When she was a little girl her fether brought 100 lbs. of flour from
Fort Riply to Sendy Lake. This was the first time she remembered of eating
white bread. The other Indians of the band crowded arocund the wigwam to
sample the luxury until the supply was nearly exhausted, when her father
admonished her mother to announce the flour was all gone.

George A. Smith, (living at present near Deer River) a half-breea
grandson of Niby-na=gaunce eand first cousin of Mrs. Cornish, was elected
Chief of the Sandy Lake band of Chippewa to succeed Misquadece. At the time
of Mre. Smith's birth, his mother died eand the reising of the child was taken
over by his grandmother. For the first thirty days the baby was nursed al-
ternately by his two Aunts, during which time the grandmother, Niby=-na-gaunce,
who was then & very old woman, drank large quentities of soup and by securing
a clay pipe and placing the pipe over the nipple of her breast and sucking
on the stem she succeeded in developing milk in her bréast of sufficient
quantity to take over the nursing of the baby.

Mrs. Cornish gave a somewhat different version of the battle between
the Chippewe and inveding Sioux, then that given to Prof. Hart by Mrs. Curtis
in 1927 (see The Story of Beengwa, by Prof. Hart in Minnesota History Quar-
terly, Vol. 9, no. 4). This version is of the battle that is supposed to
account for the modern neme of Battle Island given to an Island in Sandy
Lake which the old settlers here call loosegut Island. Personally your re-

porter has heard at least a dozen different accounts of battles supposedly
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having been fought on Bettle Island and the Point, and no doubt many of
these accounts have some bgsis, in fact, others are probgbly pure fiction.
There is probsbly no doubt that the region gsround Battle Island was the
scene of many a blecody conflict between the early Indian tribes. A full
report of all accounts that seem to have any bgsis in fget will be made
later as the material sifts oute.

Mrs. Cornish, in referring to the account of the battle given by Mrs.

Curtis stated: "I have heard the same story told many, many times and it

is not true." Reluctantly she told me her version of the conflict as told
her by her father, Muckandweywenanee.

When her father was a small boy, "too small to fight," a band of
Chippewas' were camped near the point where Indian Point Lodge now stands.
One day a member of the band while scouting in the region where the Geteway
Store now stends, ceme upon tracks of Sioux warriors., He returned immediatly
to warn his people. A war counsel was held and it was decided the Sioux
would await the cover of darkness before making their attack, if one was
planned, so over the course of the day all of the old men, women end child-
ren were transfered onto Battle Island for refuge. As the cempfires died
out that evening, every Chippewa brave waited the impending attack of the
Sioux, with every available fireerm gnd weapon in readiness. The leader
gave the order not to fire until every Sioux was within range and had waded
out into the water between the mainland and the Islend, whereupon the con-
cealed Chippewas opened fire, killing all the invaders except two, who were

captured alive. After amputeting the ears of the two captives they were
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.released and told: "“Go back to your people and tell them that we wish to
be left alone."

"Battle Island should be called Refuge Island."

Referring to Mrs. Curtis' version of the conflict, she stated that
was the Augenosh story and that she had heard the seme story told meny times
and in her opinion the story was told by the Augenoshes' for their own
agrendizement.

"The Augenoshes were the worst tribe of Indians. Only two of them
died a natural death.

They were & breve, fierce bunch." (Murphy)

Relating how one of the "Augenosh Tribe" ceme to an untimely end,
she stated that there was a Indian named Mooninee who had recently lost his
wife and an Augenosh was boasting, "I was the ceuse of your wife's deathl",
whereupon Mooninee siezes his gun and threatens to shoot Augenosh. As this
threat Augenosh, in a very errogant menner, thrusts his face forward and

placing his forefinger on his forehad said, "If you're going to shoot me,

shoot me right herel"™ Whereupon Mooninee shot, killing Augenosh.

Inquiring as to how Augenosh had killed Mooninee's wife, Mrs. Cornish
said, "By Grand Medicine,"™ explaining that this wes a kind of poisoning
known to the Indians.

One story her father had toid her she remembered very clearly. One
evening when her father was still a small boy and the last flicker of the
campfires had died away, there suddenly appeared in the distance across the

lake a strange light that glowed steady and bright, unlike anything they had
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seen before. This strange light frightened the Indians. "The Indians were

afraid of everything they didn't understand." In the morning the light was
gone and few of the least fearful ventured across the lgke to investigate
from whence the strange light had came, whereupon they could discover nothing,
no sign of enemies or any trace of a recent fire.

The next evening when the light reappeared at dusk in the same position,
the Indians were thoroughly frightened. Some thought it the spirit from out
of the lake. One of the band more brave than the rest, volunteered to go and
investigate the light. After rubbing ™medicine™ on his hands, the brave
investigator crossed the lake to the north shore to where the banks rise
almost vertically to a height of a hundred feet, and there, halfway up the
embankment he discovered the source of the light. A piece of stone of clear
glass about the size of two fists had became dislodged from the bank and
this stone was strongly luminescient and glowed emitting the strange light
the Indians viewed from across the lake.

Heving found the source of the light the brave Indian dug a hole at
the foot of a large tree, placed the stone in it and ecovered it up. (Here
she indicated the depth of the hole, from her fingertips to elbow.) MNrs.
Cornish bemoans the fact that the exact location where the stone was buried
is lost to here and advances the theory that it might have been Radium.

lMrs. Cornish denied having any knowledge' of her father having actively
engaged in any battles with the Sioux, whereupon Mr. Murphy stated that "0ld
Muck" had spent many an hour in his wigwam drinking with him and when 0ld

Muck got to "feeling good" he told him of many experiences of his youth. At
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this point Mrs. Cornish interrupted with the suggestion that her father

possibly talked on the assumption--more "stories,"

more liguor.

One of these "stories™ of 0ld Muck's is in substance as follows:

fihen Nuckandweyananee was still a young man, a band of Sioux warriors
raided the Chippews csmp at Sandy Lake and made off with a number of Chipp-
ewa squaw captives, escaping down the Mississippi River in canoces. A band
of Chippewa warriors, including Old Muck geve pursuite The Chippewas attemp-
ted to get ahead of the Sioux in their flight down the river by taking an
overland treil that then was in use from Fort Riply to Sandy Lake. This
manuver proved successful end the Chippewe warriors lay in wait for the
Sioux at a point down the Mississippi, where they engaged the Sioux, the
captive squaws assisting by tipping over the Sioux canoes, dumping the Sioux
warriors into the water. Those of the Siocux that were killed were then de-
capitated and their heads were fastened to the end of long poles and in
this fashion the Chippewa came marching home with the heads of their Sioux
enemies held high above them.

Mr. Murphy says that 0ld Muck had several of the Sioux skulls in his
wigwam and that Old Muek had told him this tail and associated the skulls in
his wigwam with the story.

Mr. Murphy married Amnna Smith, & granddaughter of Niby-na-gaunce.

Mr. Murphy says that when he first met Niby-na-gaunce she was a very old
women then, possibly over a hundred years of age, end that he had many

talks with her before she died. She told him that she remembered when she

was a little girl of paddling on the Mississippi end coming into Sandy Lake
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in the canoe; and that her first recollection of Sendy Lake was of the large
dog teams of the fur traders. lir. liurphy inquired of her the location of
the trading post and she pointed--over there--to the Northeast shore of
Sandy lake, indicating the large bald hill now known as "Judge Addison's" *
place. She told Murphy that at the time of her arrivael there were no other
treding posts on the lake, and she was positive there was no post at the
junetion of Sandy and Mississippi Rivers, (the site of William Aitkin's post

in the early 1800's) nor was there & post on Brown's Point, where the North-

west Company operated in 1794. Niby-na-gaunce told Mr. Murphy that the

traders at this old post at Judge Addison's were referred to by the Indians
as Jamok-a-mon (Big Knife). They were given this title by the Indians be-
cause they had fought and "chased the Indians" with large knives or swords.

The Fort or Post stood at the foot and on the East side of the large
hill end faced the lake. There stood & look-out building on the top of the
hill which rises precipitously well over a hundred feet above the surface of
the lake end commands a view of almost the entire lake. She stated that later
on, this post was moved over on the point, on the North side of Sandy River
at the confluence of the Sandy and Mississippi Rivers. (According to Mr.
Murphy, the long "Cemel Back" or hump that extends in e Northerly direction
from the junction of the Sandy end Mississippi Rivers and on the East side
of the Mississippi, was always called the "Point.") Mr. Murphy is positive
thet the "Hudson Bay Co." had a post on "Judge Addison's." He states that
in 1881 he found unmistakeble evidence of the buildings in the form of

rotting post or sills, the site of the post had however grown over with
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large trees. Evidence of the look-out on the top of the hill was still visi-

ble.

Your reporter examined the site with Mr. Yurphy, and certainly no
more ideal site for a Post could be found. At the present time the site of
this supposed "Hudson Bay" post there stands a modern two story dwelling,
built by "0ld Judge Addison." ** The caretaker of the property showed your
reporter a collection of relics found on the site by the owner, among these
was hand-made implement wrought apparently from Steel, and evidently intended

to be a Hoe, or possibly and Adz.

* "Judge Addison" is phonetic and is possibly Edison.

Clifford U. Greer
Reporter
Project 8017

Saq. No. 8
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Re: McGregor and Sendy Leke Regicn History
Subject: Interview Mr. George Dodge, Age 85

Your reporter visited the home of Mr. Dodge, & widower situated 3%
miles northwest of McGregor on the old Crainfield estate., At the time
of my arrival Mr. Dodge was engeged in hoeing his little garden in which
I could see he took great pride. Complimenting him on the fine condition
of his garden, his rugged physical eppearance, ete. so as to get him in a
talketive mood, I explained my mission.

"Wal, so your are the young fellow who's they been telling is gona
write & book" "Wal I'm glad you ceme, ya know it gets perty lonesome out
here." "Yes, I reise all my own gerden stuff; hed to sell my cow though,
couldn't milk her eny more," holding up his hends to display his swollen
rheumatic knuckles.

Mr, Dodge was born of parents of mixed netionelity in New York state
Mey 16th 1855.

At the age of twenty-five he accompenied his parents im a covered
wegon, orossing the states of Wisconsin end Minnesote in thirty days. In
the year 1880 et Grend Forks, N. Dak he took a govermnment homestead claim
which he farmed for the succeecing ten years. During this time he married
" and one child was born to this union in 1887. "I went broke, lost over
thirty-thousand dollars." For the next few years he roamed about the country,
"working at any available job, "I'm a farmer, bull puncher, steam engineer,
carpenter or enything yu went."

The Northern Pacific Railway Compeny in the spring of 1833 sent Mr.
Dodge to MeGregor in the capacity of Section foreman"I was the only white
man here outside of the depot agent." The village of McGregor comprised
gix Itelian families. "Frank Speegle" (Frank Spicola) owned and operated
the only store which was a small log structure situated on the site of the
present postoffice building and his supply of merchandise was limited to a
few steble grocerits. There were a few Finnish femilies, living at this
time in the region east and south of MoGregor who would meke periodic trips
over the intervening mershes to replenish their larder, The "Finns"
required loaf sugar and as such luxuries were not carried in stock the
order was placed with "Speegle™ who transmitted it to Duluth.

With few exceptionshWhrehauser" hed the timber rights on any tract of
land with 10,000 feet of commereial logs on it. "There wasn't a road in
the country,"™ "I cut the first roed from McGregor to Bass Lake" (3% miles
west of McGregor into T. 48 N., R, 24 ",)

For two weeks before the arrival of the "Hinckley Fire" the smoke was
"so dern thick you couldn't see the train coming till it got on top of ya."
"I saved the town from burning up." Before the fire arrived, Mr. Dodge
instructed the section hands to dig a ditch around the Water Tank, Depot
and Cole Dock, then fill all availeble tubs and cont®iners with water,
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this to be used to control their backfire which wes set Jjust before the
"big fire" approached, this proved successful,

Mr. Dodge states that he purchased the Wi of the NWE of Sec. 31, T.48 N.,
R. 23 for the sum of three dollars per acre. That portion of this tract that
lies north of the Northern Pacific R. R. tracks. He then had plated into lots
and blocks and sold same to Hesper J. Newell. This plat is now known as
Hesper J. Newell's Addition, within the present corporate limits of the village
of McGregor.

Mr. Dodge says he contracted to build the first church and after his
part of the building was completed, which was everything except plastering
and interior decorating, the church funds were exhausted snd in order to
raise funds for its completion, a musicele was given. It so happened that
the local real estate agent, Mr, Hesper . J. Newell had a beautiful daughter
who was one of a trio giving a vocal rendition at the musicale, in the
audience was Mr, J, B, Olson, the local saloon-keeper, "he was kind of drunk"
and at. the close of the hymn he walks up to Miss Newell and says "If you will
sing that song all by your self, I will plaster the church free of charge."
This she did and "J. B, 0Olson kept his word" and completed the building.
(Local saloon-keeper gets plastered and plasters church for a song.)

Furing the "Indian scare" he met Mrs. Lampert running to MeGregor
"dragging her kids" and screaming "the Indians are coming."
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Interview Axel P. Johnson 8t his ferm home et East Lake Minnesota.

Andrew P. Johnson emigrated from Sweden and settled in Spelding Town-
ship in 1894, being the first permenent settler in Spalding Township, filed
& government homestead claim on e trect of lend in Sec. 34, No improved
roads existed in the region and the township was penetrated by ox teem over
the old military trail from Moose Leke westward.

The closest store was "Speegles" (F, Spicole) at McGregor ebout nine
miles to the north but as it was impossible to drive a team over the inter=
vening bogs in the summer months it was necessary to lay in a six months'
supply of groceries eerly in the spring before the frost left the ground.

Sears Roebuck and Co. supplied much of the more steple items, 100 1bs.,
of "Arbucle" coffee, 50 lbs., of sosp, suger, flour, etc. were frequently
shipped by freight to McGregor than hauled by ox teem to the homestead site.

The first sewing machine in the township wes shipped to Mr. Johnson by

freight to MeGregor then cerried over the marsh to East Lake on his back.

The McGregor Hotel was built by Mr. J. E. Murphy in 1900, Mr, Murphy
operated it about three years then sold it to Mr. Andrew P. Johnson in 1903,
Mr. Johnson operated the hotel for sbout one year then rented it to Mr.
Andrew Burud, who was the operator at the time it burmed to the ground in
McGregor's first major fire.

Mr. Axel P, Johmson recalls vividly the pioneer saloon days in McGregor.
He stetes that the primery purpose for the incorporastion of the village of
McGregor was so thet the village could control the seloon license fee. At
the time the village was incorporsted there were three salcons opersting in
McGregor end one of the first official acts of the village council was to
allow liquor licenses to J. P. Olson end Hudson & Turner. Of the three
saloons that operated in McGregor, Mr. Johnson recells the Hudson & Turner

saloon as the "hot spot" of them all. Pistols were cerried openly end upon
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the least provocation were used. Interspersed throughout the record of the
village council are resolutions to remind the village marshal. to stop the
shooting around the saloons end emong the first ordinances passed weas the one
prohibiting the discharging of fire arms within the village.
One form of recreationbindulged in by most of the "Barroom Barons" at the
Hudson & Turner sealoon was thet of attempting to shoot from the hip through

the west wall of the seloon from the inside and hit the hitching post standing

outside of the building. I understend thet the marksmen who mede the ettempt

and feiled, was "stuck" for the drinks, what he received if successful is not

now clear. It is said that the west wall of the saloon was thoroughly perfor-
ated by bullet holes before this form of indoor sport was finally brought under
control,

(Joe), J. H. Hudson was beyond doubt the most colofful and outstending
character of McGregor's pioneer saloon days. He wes & large musculer square
shouldered six-foot. bartender who tended bar in the J. P. Olson seloon, and
later was partner in the ownership of the Hudson & Turner saloon,

Joe Hudson was loved by some, hated by meny and cursed by all. He is
remembered in McGregor as the straightest shooting and festest men on the &
draw that McGregor hes ever seen; he could drink at least six lumberjacks
under the table at one sitting and usually did. For a number of years he was
town marshal and consteble and meny & law-breesker bit the dust under his deadly
fire, one, never to rise again,

Joe Hudson's hends always shook as with the palsy end meny of the more
romentic minded pioneers attributed this conditioﬁ to "his conscience bothering
him" and not to the enormous quentities of liquor consumed daily.

Joe was e2lso a ladies man end meny e happy merriage foundation crumpled
under Joe's winning smile. It is said that Joe did not dare chastise a

mischievious child on the street for feer he would be striking one of his own

children.
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It was not until 01d Joe opened the Hudson & Turner sealoon that he really

came into his own, It was then theat his prowess with & gun wes spread far end
wide. In deily exhibitions with his six shooter the populace learned to respect
end feer him, meny en innocent.bystander was "barely missed" in these playful
shooting exhibitions in the Hudson & Turner saloon.

Shooting through the wall st the hitching-post outside wes the fevorite
pastime, eslthough picking off the kerosene wall-lemps wes not overlooked as a
form of diversion/

The tell scotch cep worn by "Jess" Jones, who was a pioneer settler close
to MeGregor, and who wes an almost daily frequenter of the Hudson & Turner seloon
was also & favorite target for Joe's bullets, drawn by the megnetic force of
"Jess" Jones' greasy cap, Joe Hudson's bullets on several occassions found
their mark, thus removing Jess' cap speedily, if not politely, as he would
enter the saloon door. Jess alweys accepted these pleyful pranks in a good
humor until one dey he "allowed" this was going a bit to far, on thet occasion
Jess wes leaning back ageinst the wall, sleeping in his chair in the Hudson &
Turner saloon, his cap perched upon his head. This was en opportunity not to
be pessed up by 0ld Joe so wity 2 lightening like drew of his six shooter he
fired, removing Jess' cep but in so doing he alsc removed & goodly portion of
hair and epidermous from Jess' scalp, where heretofore Jess wore his hair inia

poppadour, he now sported a neat center part
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This, from Mre. G. We Price of Hennepin County Good Roads Association:

As per your request I have made & rather quick survey of the Indian
situation around Big Sandy Lake. The results are not completely guaranteed
due to the fact that imegination must fill in meny of the long gapse

This country is well worth a thorough study because 1t very apparently
was the most important trade cemter in furs in the western distriet for a
great many years, and certainly controlled the headwaters of the Mississippi.
The Indian traffic scross this country probably goes back farther than the
recordss I would assume that it was the country of the early Siouxen tribes.
This was probably true prior to the migration of some northern Sioux to fomm
what is now the Assiniboins of Canadas

The old trail headed for the east and the fur merkets came up and down
the Mississippi and into the channel where the Covernment Dam now stands,
scross Sandy lake to the outlet of Prairie River into Big Horn Bay up the
Prairie River, and I would assume up the West (*) Savannah to Savammah Lake,
then a Portage across to Wolf Lake, and sgain a portage to the East Savannsh

River, which they followed to its outlet into the St. louis River near

Floodwood, and thence down the St. Louls River to Fond du Lac where there was

& control post. *(Note, see The 0Old Savanna Portage, by irving Harlow Hart,
in "Minnesota History" magazine, June, 1927, Vol, 8, Noi 2, ps 117=139.)

1 believe that the first post there must have been the Northwest Com-
pany post, vwhich faced the north on the point immediately north of Brown's
Bay and west of Bass lake. I see no evidence of the existence of a Brown's
Bay on the maps, but I do find refererce to it in the notes. This post was

‘built either early in 1794, or prior to that date. The trader from 1794 to
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1797 was Charles Bousquete This Northweet Company was an English company and
was a forerunner of the Hudson Bay Companys You will note that there is
evidence that also in 1794 was built the imerican Fur Company Post==this was
John Jacob Astor's Company--~immediately north of Libby at the junetion of
the Mississippi River,and the:north outlet to Sandy lake west of the Govern-
ment Deme This was across the Sandy River from Libby apparently on the point
at the confluence of the Mississippi and Sandy Rivers.

The British occupied the Northwest Compeany Post until about 1816. The
war of 1812, plus the congressional act of 1862, forced them out; then the
American Fur Company took over the Northwest Fost end occupied it for some
years, later moving it to their own Post north of Libby. Following their
occupancy of the old fort, it was occupied by a competitive trader, named
Abbott, for some yearss Later this spot was taken over by the Chippewas who
errected a village on the site. The post at Libby was at one tire oscupled
by & trader nemed Libby. (*)

Jacob Je Brower in his "Prehistoric Man at the Headwaters of the Miss=-

issippi River," states that this country hed & most importent post which had

been used by the Indians before the advent of the white men. Du Luth used
this Savennah portége in the summer of 1679 when he pemstrated as far west
as the Sandy lake country. He was probebly the first white trader in the
district. Allan Morrison stetess that his brother, William, erected the
original Fort on Sandy leke in 1794« There is some discrepancy in this
statement because he is knewn to have gone into the country in opposition

to ‘the Northwest Company and remained there until 1806.  His notes mentioned
that he found Bosquai (Bosquet) already established at the Lake. Zebulon
Pike gives the first detailed discription of the Northwest Company Post on

Sendy Lake, which he calls lake De Sables He had no knowledge of e post in
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that location &nd in scouting for an outlet at hight seaw the lights of the
post and wes surprised at the size of the amctivities.

About 1820 the Cess expedition passed through Sandy lLakes. There they
found the Americen Fur Company established in the old Fort. Lenry School=
craft visited Sandy Lake in his second expedition sometime between 1820 and
1852, Schooleraft states that {le /ireriean Fost hed then been moved to a
point just north of the mouth of the Sandy River where it flows into the
Kississippi. Edmund F. Ely, a Congregational Lissionary to the Indians in
1853 and 1834, refers to the old Fort, at thattime occupied by & man named
Abbotte Apperently the Indien village which oocupied the old Fort must have

been an offshooct of the Chippewa village whigh had prior teo that time ocou~

pied Brown's Pointe The battle of Sandy Lake, a major fight between the

then established Chippewas and the Sioux invaders, took plage on Brown's
Point. Many graves ¢an be located on the ridge on the west end.

There is a legend of the Chippewas which has about it enough evidence
of fect to bear repeating. (#*2) The date is, of course, lost in tradition.
A great many years dgo, say the Chippewas, et the time when they had pierced
the west as far as lake Superior, abrave warrior and his squaw ascended the
Ste louis and East Savannsh Rivers seeking new hunting groundse UNight over-
took them and ordering his squaw to meke camp, the warrior pushed on to loock
over the land. He ceame tv an opening in the forest from which he observed
loons swooping down in their long plunging flight which indicated to him that
they were lighting on watere He pushed on and came to the brow of a cliff
from which he looked down on a village of the Siouxs There were a great
many teepees clustered along en island in the leke, the island being a mile
from the shore. Heé turned back to warn his squaw of the presence of the

enemies. They extinguished their fire and begen to retrace their steps, but
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the Sioux had seen their smoke and gave chases They caught the brave and
killed him, and the squaw found hor way back to her own people after many
hardships. 'The legend says that to avenge the death of this warrior, the
Chippewas took the warpath and thus began a long series of conflicts between

the Sioux and Chippewas in the district of Sandy Lakee.

You might note here that the way between the Sioux and Chippewas began

about 1730 and continued until about 1750 when the Chippewas had established
their controliof this region. You might also note here that a factor in

their control was the use of the rifle apainst the Sioux bow and arrows

¥re o Be (Jim) ¥urphy, whose timber oruising activities have carried
him over every foot of the Sendy Lake region dating back to 188l, states:

0ld Joe Libb: was the first man to cut commercial timber in the
Mississippi=Sandy Lake region. Old Joe Libby drove an ox team from the
state of kaine to Mimneapolise. There he took a homestead on the ground
where the present Minneapolis Fair Grounds stands Leaving his femily
on the homestead he ascended the Mississippi to the region of Sandy
Lake where he lived with a squaw until old age overtook him when he
returned to his femily was prior to 188l. This was the year Hurphy
arrived at Sandy lLeke and found the firm of Mark Libby and Rogers es-
tablisheds  Mark Libby wes the son of 0ld Joo Libbye

Miis story was told to me by lre Jo+ Es Kurphys The island upon which
the Sioux were encemped was not an island as it was comnected with the
shore by a long semi=¢ircular sand-ber and it was upon this bar that
tae Sioux were observed by the Chippewa warrior. It was because of
the fact the observed teepees were made.of Buffalo hides that the brave
recognized the enemy.

Clifford Us CGreer
Reporters
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Source: Mr, Matt Rande, pioneer settler, Ricg River Township.

Mr. Matt Randa states thet he was vorn of Finnish parents in Finlend, on
Oct. 25, 1863, that at the age of eighteen years he emigrated to the United
States end ceme to the town of Montreal, Mich. (note, "Montresl" is phonetic
spelling, Mr. Rande did not know how the neme of the town was spelled; his
daughter-in-lew, who ected as interpreter, steted that she thought it was
spelléd the seme as Montreel, Canada.

While at Montrral, Mich., Mr. Renda merried Miss Josephine Field, a
Finnish emigrant.

In the fall of 1893 Mr, Renda with his wife and small baby together with
his wife's brother, Mr. John Field, came by reilroed to the town of Moose Leke,
Minn, in search for a location., At Moose Lake, 2ll of the earthly possessions
of both femilies was loaded eboard en ox~drawn, two-wheeled cart and they
pushed westward from Moose Lake over the old "Militery Trail," in thos days
commonly known es "The Lake Road." This "lake roasd" was the only means open
to the pioneers by which they ¢ ould penetrete westward from Moose Lake into
the vast area of virgin hard-wood and pine forest, lying between Mcoose Lake
and Leke Mille Lac; the road itself, had from meny years ofdisuse, grown
over with heavy timber which had to be cut out as they proceeded westward,
at times, on the higher, hard ground the only meeans of determining the course
of the old trail was by the growth of larger timber on the sides of the trail;
where the trail crossed meadowland or lower ground the old trail was clearly
discernable by the deeply embedded ruts in the soil.

After meny days of tedious progress during which time the single ox-drawn

cart wes meany times mired end the entire loed had to be transferred to their
backs and carried on to higher grcund, they came to Section 12, in township

46 N, an ggéanized township, which at a later date was organized and nemed i
RICE RIVER TOWNSHIP, from the fact that Rice River meandered over the townmship.

Mr. Rende filed e homestead claim on the W& of the SWi of Section 12,
Township 46 N, Range 23W, while Mr. John Field filed & similar cleim on a
tract of lend adjoining on the west.

L]

Mr. Renda is positive thet he and lMr. Field were the first and only settlers
in the neighborhood for meny miles around, however, he states that there were
some other settlers along the old trail clcser to Moose Leke; McGregor was
settled and after the first year they used to trade with "Speegles" whith wes
the closest store.

Heevy pine and hard-wood timber covered these homestead claims end at
first no thought wes given to the velue of the hard-wood, the primary
thought wes to get the timber cut off so as to permit the tiling of the soil,
and much of the finest bireh and wther hardwocod wes burned in the brush pile
in en effort to get fields opened up, A log home was constructed of the
finest white pine logs and Mr, Renda's original pioneer home still stands
and serves as a dwelling, although enlarged, on his orginal homestead where
he still resides.

Born tc the union of Mr. Renda end his first wife were five children,
Williem, John, Jack end Joe and et present they are living in the neighborhood.
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Mr. Randa's first wife died in about 1899. On Janmary 5th, 1902 he
married his second wife, Miss Susanna Nissila, to this union was born
five boys: Walter, Eino, Lauri, Charles and Alfred and two girls: Tyyne
(Mrs. Joel Hemmila), Ina (Mrs. Edward Soyring), all living at the present
time in the neighborhood.

Mr. Randa is content to set in his rocking chair and let "the boys"
operate the farm.

Receives his mail at East Lake, Minnesota, Rt. 1, Box 66.

P. S, Mr. Renda states that to his knowledge no quarry of any kind ever
operated in the neighborhood. I did not press Mr. Randa for the story of
lumbering in his neighborhood for the reason my interpreter was unsatisfac=-

tory, and this information was covered fairly well by Mrs. Haltonen in a
previous interview,
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Subject: McGregor History
Source: Anthony Spieola, son of Francisco (Frank) Spicola.

Francisco (Frank) Spicola was born of Sicilien perents in Seily in the
yeer 1851, he married (date unknown) Miss Keteline Ferlita. Two children
were born to this union, Anthony (Tony) and a girl, Angeline (Mrs. C. A. Maddy).

Mr. Spicola emigrated to the United States in 1887, worked in different
sections of the country at odd jobs for e number of years. In 1891 he reached
the site of McGregor station along with Pasquale Memmola, purchased the Henry
Lozway store and engaged in the general merchandise business for e number of
years.

Mis. Spicola died in 1923 at MeGregor end My, Spicola followed her in
death in 1925. Services were held at the Catholie Church at MeGregor and
interment was in the MocGregor cemetery.

Mr. "Frank" Spieola elweys took encactive part in civic affairs, was the
first village treasurer, which post he held for a number of years, a shrewd
business man, & devoted fether and a good Catholic. "Speegles" store at
McGregor became known far and wide. :

Anthony (Tony) Spicola came to MoGregor with his parents in 1891 end
remembers well the many hardships esnd privetions undergone by the early
pioneers, elthough he was but seven years of age. Among other settlers
settlers arriving in McGregor the same year his father ceme, Tony remembers
the following: Raffle DiGregory, Salvador Trifilett, Mike Jorden, "The
Jeannett's," end others.

Extensive lumbering operations were being carried on, principelly around
Sandy River and points north, Potter Casey & Co.; Ed. Douglas (from Tamarack
and later operator of the Sandy River Lumber Co.). Jim Murphy was one of the
largest operators nera Sandy Lake.

"Tony" was one of the first pupils attending MeGregor's school, amoung
his classmates he remembers: Susie Christello, Filhemina Jorday, Joe Gregory
(DiGregory) end his sister Angeline. He was one of the pupils who walked the
railroad tracks to Grayling to take advantage of the three-month class taught
there, school was double hard for him as he had to learn the English.language
end at the same time learn to read and write it, aside from his regular
classes he took English lessons from Mrs. Paniel Lozway.

He clearly remembers the Indian "Scare™ of 1898 and states that his
father and 2 number of other pioneers barricaded themselves in his father’s
store and set up &ll night "pouring lead bullets"™ in preparation for the
impending attack.

Anthony Spicola aside from working in his father's store, was his
father's sole bookkeeper and secretary, he also did all of the book work
in connection with his father's duties as village treasurer. In the late
90 's he remembers of buying hundreds of pounds of butter from the settlers
for the sum of 8¢ a pound, in trade, with the exception of a few pounds of
the most choice lots of butter, which was sold to the traimmen et a higher
price, all of this butter was packed into barrels end shipped to Duluth to
be made into removated butter. The price received at the Duluth market was
about 9¢ per pound.
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WILD RICE INDUSTRY

Possibly long before the advent of the white man to this region the
Indians were ennually harvesting the wild rice erop, or at least a part of
it, end there is scarcely a doubt but what it renked high as a staple item
of food for these early tribes during the long cold winters.

Mention of the Indian "Rice Holes" are noted in the writings of the
earliest explorers. Wild rice as & valuable commodity in trede, however,
was not noted in this region until after 1910,

Big Rice Lake near Kimberly, Rice River, Lake Minnewawa, Sandy River
and flowage, Rock Leke in Jevene township end numerous other lakes, small
bodies of water and streams, surrounding McGregor are all heavy producers
of wild rice. Long before the erection of the Indian village on the "point"
at Rice Lake, many Indians ennually made their way to Rice Lake to harvest
the abundant crop always found there.

Harvesting the orop was done then, as now, entirely by hand methods.
A canoe or a long marrow boat is propelled through the rice fields with a
long pole, 12 to 18 feet long, on the lower end of which there is secured
a croteh heving ebout a 12 inch spreed, the Indian standing in the prow of
the boat, places the forked pole at the base of a clump of rice and if the
bottom is of a mucky neture he gives the pole & half twist around the rice
root, then hand over hand he forces the boat forward through the rice while
the squaw is seated in the bottom of the skiff a little aft of center. A
18 to 24 ineh flail in each hend, es the boet is propelled forward, with
one fleil she reaches out and bends the rice heads over the boat and with
the other hend fleils the heads with & stripping motion thus kmocking the
ripe kernels into the boat, the motion is repeated alternately on one side
end then the other es the "Buck" sttempts to keep the boet moving steadily
forward. An Indien will harvest from 100 to 200 pounds of green rice a
dey, while & white men, thet is two men, one "poler" and one "knocker,"
will harvest 211 the way from 200 to 550 pounds of green rice depending on
whether it is "virgin" picking or has'nt been "knocked" before. The major
difference between the Indien "ricer" end the white "ricer" is in the
manner in which the boat is propelled, invariably the Indien stends in the
prow of the boat while the white men stands in the rear,

Wild rice is unlike many other grezin crops in thet only e few kernels
ripen at a time and once the kernels ripen they fall off into the water if
the slightest wind shakes the stocks.

It usuelly requires about three weeks for ell of the kernels to become
ripe and during this time the field can be gone over and over about a dozen
times. The rice, as harvested, has long barbs on the husks an inch or more
long end as the grains ere fleiled into the boat this little berb has a
tendency to cause the grains to lie in the boat in a vertical position with
the barb upright and the appearance of a boat load of rice as it is harvested
is similer to a broadloom rug, from your reporter's personel experience I
would sey thet it more closely resembles & scrub flee-bitten dog from the
presence of the millions of small water spiders, smell reddish hard shelled
beatle-like bugs plus a goodly supply of white rice worms that ere ever
present in the rice as it comes from the leke. The rice worms give th
the most veteral "ricer" no end of discomfort as they worm their way under
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his clothing and up arms and legs to the common destinetion on the back of his
neck where they are wont to colleect in & bunch not unlike a swarm of bees,
second in order as & feavorite parking plece for these worms seems to be in
between the cold meat sandwiches in the ricer's dimner bucket.

Before the rice is ready for the market the husks must be removed,
this is accomplished in two seperate operstions vis. parching and threshing.

Parching of the rice is done sc as to make the husk brittle end et the
seme time remove most of the barbs, this operation was performed by the
Indiens by plecing the green rice in en iron kettle (usually borrowed from
a white settler and for which loan of the kettle the ownmer usually received
as & gift enywhere from 160 to 200 pounds of rice, the value of that amount
of rice at 1927 prices would be in the neighborhood of $100 or more) under
which a hot fire was burning, the rice was stirred continuously to prevent
burning, then when parched sufficiently it was pleced in the "rice holes"
and stomped with bare feet or by other memns to remove the husks, when it
was fenned in the wind thus separsting grain f rom chaff and the product was
¢ nsidered finished.

With the advent of the white man intc the rice business mechanicel
methods of finishing the rice were introduced, end at the present time hand
finishing in this region is not known.

While the mechinery introduced into the industry is all hand-made and
rather crude in appesrance, it is quite efficient end is e long step forward
from the original e¢rude methods of the Indiens.

Parching is done at present by utilizing a 60 gallon metal oil drum,
through the center, from end tc end a metal shaft is secured, the ends of
this shaft is pleced on & set of bearings enebling the drum to be rotated
while in a horizontel position, both ends of the drum are closed and a door
is cut in the side to enable & charge of rice to be intorduced, this essembly
rests over e hot fire, the drum is roteted with its charge of rice until
sufficiently parched, when its contents are discharged through the side door
and another charge introduced.

The threshing of the parched rice is acoomplished by another device,
constructed usually of a 30 gallon metal drum, heving a metal shaeft extend-
ing through it from end to end similar to the parcher, only in the thresher,
the outer drum is held stationery while the inner shaft, to which a series
of wooden fingers tipped with pieces of automobile tire fabric are attached,
is rotated at & high rate of speed, driving of the thresher is usuelly
accomplished by utilizing en old model "T" Ford car as a power plent, the
rear wheel of which has been repleced by a pulley and belted to the thresher
sheft. After the charge has been threshed sufficiently the charge is intro-
duced directly into a common fenning mill which completes the finished rice.

Anthony Spicola meinteins a rice finishing plant in comnection with his
general merchendise store loceted at East Lake, Minnesota, and is considered
one of the big rice buyers in this region.

Anthony Spicole commenced purchasing finished wild rice from the Indiens
in 1912, for choice grades as high as 8¢ per pound was paid in that year.
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The price of finished wild rice rose steadily until the pesk price of
1627 in which yesr 59¢ per pound wes gledly paid for even the poorer grades.

The price of finished rice after 1527 held steady but never again equaled
the 59¢ high of 1927,

After 1933, due to the fact thaet the rice buyers were purchasing the
unfinished produet directly from the ricers on the lake shore et prices
ranging from 17¢ downward, finished rice had become as scarce &s hen's teeth.
That year marked the end of hand finished rice.

The MeGregor Dennerly Compeny, Aitkin, Minnesote have for meny years been
dealing in wild rice end are the largest dealers in this region end at one
time it is said they had the market cornered.

In 1934 Anthony Spicola constructed & rice finishing plent et Eest Lake
and commenced buying unfinished wild rice, 15¢ per pound was paid for the
unfinished rice (commonly called "green rice") in that year,

In 1939 the Minnesota legisleture, as a conservation measure, passed .
certein lews governing the wild rice harvest these laws were intended to curb
racketeering and also serve as a conservation measure.

You may note here thet the wholesale invasion of the whites into the
wild riece harvest started in about 1936, however, prior to this date there
were some whites engeged in the harvest but they may be considered as the
exception, & white ricer was elways considered as & lowly cheracter. J. E.
(Jim) Murphy was en exception and they excused him as "having lived with the
Indiens for so dam long that he is about half "Injin" snyway.

The me jor factor for the whites invading the Indien'es wild rice harvest
was the economic depression plus the ready market for the UNFINISHED product
at a good price. An ambitious ricer after a few day's experience could meke
thirty to forty dollars for a single day's work, receive his money &s soon as
he got to shore where the rice buyers congregated to buy his lot,

The extent of the industry in this region is not aceurately known to your
reporter, it probably amounts to many thousends of dollars annually. This
information possibly can be obteined from the Stete Department of Conservation
at least as to the years 1939-40 as the law requires ell buyers furnish this
information at the close of the buying season.

In the year 1939 prices paid for green rice renged form 12¢ to 8¢,

In 1940, prices ranged from 5¢ to 4¢ for leke rice, while river rice was
not sccepted if it was detected.

The ratio of white men to Indiens engaged in the harvesting of wild rice
I would estimetees being sbout ten to ome, in the years of 1939-40,
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Ref: McGregor and Sandy lake Region History

Interview George A. Smith, half-breed Indian Chief living at Ball
Club Lake, 8 miles west of Deer River, Minnesota.

George A. Smith stetes that he was born near Sandy Lake in 1868.
Father's name, George A. Smith, mother's name Min-ti-mo-ee, Indien. His
mothervdied when he was an infant and he was reised by his grandmother, Nib-

ynagaunce (see Seq. report No. 8, sheet 2).

In his youth he remembered a trader, a half-breed Frenchmen, named

Barzeen, who operated & store on Brown's Point on Sandy Lake, halfway out
from the meinland on the Point. This would be approximately at the site of
the Northwest Co. trading poste.

When H. M. Rice was in McGregor arranging some sort of a treaty with
the Indians and the Sandy Lake band had no Chief to represent them in the
negotiations, George A. Smith was chosen by vote of the band as Chief of the
Send,Lake band. This, he thinks, was about 1900 or earlier.

According to Smith,the I,dian Medicine Men were practicing their art
among the Sandy Lake Indians in the early 1880's. One ledicine man he knew
used in the place of bone Swallowing Bones, two pieces of shotgun barrels
about four inches long, these he used in the same manner as the conventional
Swallowing Bone. In Winchell, the Aboriigines of Minnesota, under Dances
and Medicine, page 611, in describing the use of the liedicine bone, it is
stated "This was the last resort of the medicine man.’ Whey the case was
especially severe and not amenable to the ordinary juggler, he resorted to

emesis, which he produced by causing the patient to swallow one or more of
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these bones." To the knowledge of Mr. Smith, this was not the case with
the medicine men of his acquaintence. The swallowing of the bone was done
only by the medicine man himself, and not by the patient, the sole purpose
for the swallowing of the bone was to give the mediecine man the power to see
through the patient and determine the cause of his sickness. Like an X-ray,
explained Mr. Smith.

During the process of swallowing and regurgitating the bones, the
Midicine Man would beat himself alternately on the chest and back with a
small drum, which was sbout six inches in diameter and contained a quantity
of shot on the inside, the purpose of the shot being to produce a rattling
noise as the medicine man danced about during the ritual.

Another practice that was common among the Indiens near Sandy Leke in
the lumbering period, was that of "Shaking the God House." Shaking the God
house was evidently a form or modification of "Jessaekawin." For a description
of this practice (see "The Aborigines of Minnesota,"™ by N. H. Winchell, page
611, My, Smith, et al., have told me the God “ouse had but one purpose, that
purpose being solely to ascertain from the lanito whether the sickness would
prove fatal to the patient. No payment or presents were demanded by the med-
icine man for this service. The shaking of the God House proved quite a

source of ammusement to the white lumbering men in the region, and one day

during one of these rituals two lumbermen attempted to crash the gate by dis-

guising themselves as squaws and kneeling beside the God House along with
the other squaws. This attempt would have proved successful had not the

blanket that one of the lumbermen draped about his person, parted, revealing
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& pair of maesculine knees, whereupon eviction of the two was prompte.

Hole in the Day, Chief of the Leech Leke band of Chippews, states Mr.
Smith, was taken to Washington by the Government, there he wes dined end
wined and shown how the white man lived, after his return from Washington,
the Government sent him a fine buggy or surrey in which Hole in the Day used
to ride about in along with his body-guard in a style befitting a Chief. In
this same carriage, Hole in the Day was later ambushed end assassingted along
with his body-guard. The reason for his assassination wes the fact that Hole
in the Day wes making an effort to have all the breeds removed from the Gov-
ernment pay role. Those responsible for this assessinetion eccording to MNr.
Smith and Mrs. Cornish, were two parties nemed Feirbenks end Beaulieu,who

hired the assassins for the job. Mr¥ Cornish states that the reeson for

Hole in the Day‘é murder was not generally known. "They were afraid to let

it out."

Clifford U. Greer

Seq. No. 11
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Litkin county was established on “ay 28 SBT 1" was first spelled
Alkem, but the spelling was chenged by act of legisleture in 1072, It was
 desirnated bovause of the preminence of Willdam A, Altkin, Scobeh trader
with the Ojibways or Chippewns at Sandy lakes Aftkin came %o Candy lake
when @ boy in about 1802, He served as trader under Johm yowry, married an
Indian woman of influyential family, and scon was & trader on his om
aocoounts © In 1831 he took charge of the Foud du las department of the
fmorican Fur Company whieh had been imeor;orated by John Jaeob Astor in
1680€, making his bhoadquarters &t Sandi lake. ¥His post is lnown to have
stood at Libby, the site being & short distanee from the dem, south of the
Cherles Vekeficld residences Aitkin 4ded in the fall of 10851 and his rrive
is on the bank of the Nississippi river, noar the mouth of Swan river 2 on
the north odge of Altkin cousty. That this post wms 41 sposod to go to the
wits in its trede faellitios iz recorded in the Sibley pepers. Tn 1824
the United States Indiam agernt st Mackinew put: the post on par with the
wiskey dlspenser of the Pritish dompany rogarding the sale of liguor to
Indians, His permit read:
% the earnost golicitations of the agent of the Ameriean Par Com
and upon his reprosentation that without a supply of the ardemt spirits to
eed in his trade upon the extreme northwesterm frontiar their trade will
be eomplotely thrown into the hands of
granted to Mre Ym, A, Hitkin €0 tallo on board his bBarre at this point the

quantity of two barrels of wiskey distined for the northwest trade . o
5]

The permit was never ronewed, and in Fobruary 1832, Aitidn wrote to
5ibloy %o complal r worst veighbors are the Baillie's Poople,
ns they ere well supplied w Elgh Wincs ‘wieh: always bears a predominent

sony in the Indng trade."
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The parmit was never renewed, and in February 1032, Aitkin wrote
to Sibley to complain, stating "our worst neighbors are the Baillie's People,
ag they are well supplied with High Wines wich always bears a prodominent
sway in the Indn. trade."

S

Afitkin's post at Sandy lake was not, however, the initial emtrepris
of i%s kind in this county, ¥Willian Horrison is credited with leaving ecstabe
lished a post in 1794, and in 1800 the Horthwest Campany took over its
operation,; Professor Irving I, lart of the Towma State Teachers College,
Cedar Falls, a summer resident anmually et Candy lake, has made the most
extonsive research in locating the osite, using the desoription, given by
Iioutenant Zebulon Fike as a ruide. e found evidence of its ruins the
sunmer ‘of 1926 on Prownsg Foint, part of the original bulldings heving stood
where the cottage of Cnoch Jonson stands,

CRE R

In 1820 when the Cass expedition passed through Seandy ILake on its
way to the head waters of the Nississippi, this post was visited, and Henry
Sehooleraft, tho noted historian,; who accompanied Cass relates that he found

representatives of the imericen econcerm cstablished thet'e,

Cne of the very first schools in FEinnasota was cstablished in the

autwm, 1832, by Frederick Ayer, a Tresbyterian miscionary, Nr, and lrs,
Ayer went to Yellow CUreek in 1833, and Rev, Doutwell and Fdmund Fs Ely,
Gongregationalists contimued the Sandy lake school. later in:the vear,
took place the roamantic marrisge of lr, Boutell and Hester Crooks, the
halfbloed Ojibwa girl and daughter of Ramsey Crooks, efter whan the oiby
of Crockstone is named, Ilirs, Boutell is deésoribed as a highly intellipent
and noble Christian woman, DBoutell was iInterésted almost as mumeh in
malking cood farmers and homebuilders out of the Indians as ind irecting

thoir spiritual welfare end teaching them the three R's, 'These good
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misgionaries weré the first ‘eounty arricultural agents' and Browvu's Point
and other spots in the vieinity of Sandy chow evidences of having
beon farmed in tlose carly dayss In one of his letters Boutell remarked:
"The Elder Drother, the most influentiel ohief; has a fine garden
of ocorn, potatoes, and smell seeds, such as beets, carrots, and onlonsy he
is fast approximating to habits of eéivilization. He last fall got himsell
a decent log house bullt and bought & horse; this spring he paid to Vm,
Ay Altkin five otters for a young cows T encourapge him I gave him a
calf, which with hily mare and ¢o0lt will make him a fine 1ittle stock,
ie an Indian among a thousands for his sinserdty,. inteprity, amd infl
love of truth and equity,’
Cedar lake also e¢anm lay c¢laim to having had early distinguishoed
visitorss Zebulon Pike stoprred there while on his expedition in 1808, Ho

was accompanied by twenty soldiers from 5t, Loﬁi@. They oame up the Mige

siseippi in a keelboat 70 foot long, provisioned for four months. They

" ey 2 A -
winbtored in what is now Morrison sountys From there, théy set out December

10 afoot to Sandy lake, Leach and Casss On the third day of Jamsary,; 1808,
Pike vicited the post of an Englishman named COrant, on vhed wes then called
the Lower Rod Cedar Lake, now nemed Cedar lakes

Yihen we oanme in sight of his house,' Pike wrote, 'I observed the
flag of Creat “ritain flying. I felt indignant and camnot tay what my feelings
would have exeited me' to, had he not informed me that it bolomged to the

f

Indians, This was not much more srreeable to mee

The trader, Grant, however, extonded cordial hosritility to the
explorers and guided them to Sendy lake, which the party reached five days

later. Piks revisited the Cedar Iake post om his southward trip in February,

repaining three deyse
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Rich in lore is the region and Sandy lake was the seeme of a groat
battle and une of the last botween Chippewas and the Siouxs The latter were
driven out of this region: ' The Chipvewa, in the malin; were friendly to the

whites, and comprised one of the tribes which lent themselves most readily

to oivilizing influeneendespite their love for prin

Copled from Altkin Independert Age, October 11, 1920 by

Alvar Norbeck,

Lotter fram Ey T, dyer to Oakes and Russel

“Dear Friends
* S =SS
The next swmer, 18350, he [.';ev, Froderic yfr_/ went to lake
cuperior with the fur Traders, and spent the winter in the farily of

lirs Lyman Warren, Iere he taught a few children, and avplied himself

to the study of the 0jibwa language, The next year he svent at Sandy

lake with the late My, Altkdn /sio/ Here also he had o school, said

to be the first taught in Vinnesota,”

Sopte 16, 1842, #» ¥ ¥ The missi in the oocuntry at that time were:
*® ¥
Methodist
Spates )
ohnson) Sandy lake (Wis.)
L R
Une man Ki-ashekewbos, (the meaning is shaving ppr.) a medicine
man, and brother of Xavenaugh's celebrated Martin [ather, of Sandy lake,

| N pa— st 88 - " - A
and his family wife and three children, professed conversion, were baptized
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and roceivediut was one of our most successful aponmont /sie/ befors I left
* ®w

The watcy rose in June 80 an to over!law all the low larnd, * # %

1% drove us all ‘%o higher ground undermining our mission housey l:aving it
nearly a wreck, ‘We all had to take to wigwam life, While wé were so
sltuated, after the water:s began to abete, Bro. pates came from Sandy
lake, and mext day Bro. Coodrich oame in the fur eampamy's boat from La

intes * * + I was golng to comforence by way of 5ts Peters, and ac~

companied Bros Spates to Sandy, where I bartized Johm Johnison's shild

Sros Spetes not being in orders. We ecame (Gpates end I in & bark canoce I

L )

had bullt at Fon du lac, to Prairie du Chien befors we eculd get a clteamor,

Yo Mallerton
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From the Census rocords over Altkin County, Minnesota = Crow Wing Pe O

(Seods 1s)

Age | Color Ocoupation Birthplace

X m

Brunette Louis 30 H ¢ 'Be Farmoy ¥mmesota

" Angeline 30 F " keooping house
Joseph 0

" i-m, 6

Gteorge e

" Ligzie 4/12

u

w

Brunette Joseph 56 | Farmer
Catherine 81 p keoping house
John 16 » at home
Jogeph 14 gt home
Peteor 12 e
Vary 9
Babtiste 7

Loui: 4/12

Iitchell William ) Iaborer
s Cordicon keeping house
. Mary 3 at home
" Johm 9 at home

(Sceds 24 )

AGRICULYURE

Acres of land - Present Cash value

y
LY

ad
e

P oV
ohing

b

o
| §

unirmroved
Horses

Other

1

Louis Brummette

sevh Brunette

Iioal PEstate
ergomal EBstate

Total

Value estimated

1~

re ghoel

14+
13V

3

e
¢
o

LOorn

ndiaz
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ixoerpts from "Diary of Semuel Spates, Mgthedlst Misslomary to the
Chippewa Indians Septs 21 « o o Octe 81, 1841

Tuesdey ﬁc’bj 6 1 got off this morning, and 'am now on vhat 1s
ealled *The grand vortage.* As'1 came on teday I stoped to see the ¥isslon
houses ; whieh brothir Copway 18 expoeted to ccoupy this year, * # * 1 then
wilked out inbo the prave yard and here read the fo) /low/ ing on & %ome
stone, 'Sacored to the memory of Alfred Altkins, who fell a 'v_ric'i;t:m to a
tretoherous asessin, Decs Gth 1836 aged 20 years 10 ponths and 26 dayse’

* k%

fednonday ¢ Aifter T layed dowa %o sleep last wight, It cao
rairdng, and 1 was glad to teke shelter under a bark gance, and have been
under it all day, for it has been raining all dayy * ¢ # I have but 1ittle
provision with me and 1f I remain here much longer, they will be f's':/o/

Yot T must remain until the Indians go who I am withy They scame %o be
guite hapry under thelr bark cating boild corne, Bt 4% 44 not the happiness
that relipion gives. 1t 13 only that of a full beley.

Thursday 7 1 em now =t the 1ittls portages 1 come but =
distance to-day and have had my patience tried with these Indians.

rv slew, they emoke the pipe dbout half of thelr time, then,
are so very vilthy! /sied
* Wy poor body hes been suffuring today. I heve waided through
and and water wost all day, and pasked ebout fourty lbs. on my bakk, yeb ny

soul has been bappy *

Friday 8 As this ip friday,; Y have been keeping fast, If it

were not, I shoul 78/ be compeld &6 abstain for T have not as much 88 one

moal with ney therefore I must go teo sleep without brekeing my fast.

Y
o

the Indiams gave me a small peloe

of }

bird this evoning and 1 sat it with
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out seul /&/ or enything else and it was very good indeed]

Satterday ! e

1 asked an Indian for some meat this morming and ke gave me some

rine of vourlks

I boiled end eat it and never I think eat anythin that tasted
porl ring, & %

86 good g8 8. dg the firet hor meat 1 have ecat for about
oight days and have been jJournsing sll the time.

I have sixby or seventy miles
to go yet,

and «ll the bredd T heve is a pelce gbout half as big as my hand,

Sunday 30  Yesterday aftier I rote in my disry an Indian gave me &
fared well allday: * # * ] have been with the Indians so

long end have got my clothes so dirty, that a stranger might teke me for an

Indiem, & & %

mdey 11 # # *= I have pot to Sandy Iake againg Valked all day

rithout anything to eat and foel a5 though 1. ean cat almost anything even
2 ged.dog.

xearpihs

s from the dlary of Reve Samuel Opatesy October 1841z
n

T

Wendsday 20

1 heve been very beulsey puting thimge to whrites all
dayy and have hardly €ook time to read or preye This 1s wmot wright. My
hearte 1s not enourht fixed on Cod epd hedvon. v blessed Lord help me %o

I havo writen a long leotter to Bro Covwey, and Sterhen
to Pon du lac to morrow, 80

I will send the letter by

fhirsdey 21 I have been at the same kind of work %o dey as I
L yesterday; yot I have tryed to prey more and live by faith & have
one letiter to “ro John Stephén is yet with me and is complaining of
sicks -« 1 think he wishes to steyy AL 803 1 can not beep him for I
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fear, some things stick to hi whi ‘ belong ‘to him.
Friday 22 I have had a na/%/%y this day. Stephen drove !
squaw off last night, about midnight, and new nothing of it until this
morning, S0 I gave him a good' si » down ‘sbout it, after which he asked
me to spealk to his wif'e hers So 1'did, and made himanid her
promise to get married. I also cauchened theém not to sleep together until
they were married, and farther saied, "if you do, you will commit a dultrey.’
Now-in vewe of this case are 'we lissionaries.clear? we have let this
man and women remain at our house, for some days, and sleep together as man &
wife, and yet, they are in trouth no more man & wife, than I and Queecn Vietory
are. * * & "

Satterday 23 % % *

1 asked & man today, if he would interpret for me tomorrow to preasch %o the

Indians, and /hc/ said he oould not, and; yet it is his mothertonge. If he

spoke the throuth, is 1t posable for me ever to preach in their language?
Monray 25 * % ¥ Let me rececord for my own satisfaction, some of the
Indian's superstitions. One man lost e som  not long since, and, as the
indian costom is they put the cerpse uponr & seaffold and as the Tather was
successful in k111iﬁg game he hung eleven dusks up at the coffin for his
This ?003/1/% are in the dark, O dark! dark!!:“0 Lord dispell the cloud
let light shine. J‘men.
Tuesday 26 * * % One Indiam gobt very mad with me to day, and I
I don rong, for I ecalled him e dog, If a man is called a dog or & woman

the indiens they think it is the worst thing could be said of them."”
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Exgerpt from correspondence found among the camuel Spates papers,

Marmuscript Reom, Mimmesota Historical Soeiety:

"Sandy Lake July 31, 18564

Fevs Brooks.

On the 24 inst we arrived safely at this place, and I do assure you
we were plad.

e indians say theyare min, wau, dun - glad that we have come % #

* 1 have hired an imterpreter = have him with us. [le seems to be a good
young man ¥ #°# T have promised the interpreter abount seventeen-dollars per
month and board him of course,.

Cur expencés were much more from oty Paul te this plaece then I
thought they would bes

1 transcribe as I put them down on'our way upe
Paid teamster to Crow Wing 824,00
Cur fare to Crow Wing 6415

Cook Stove at Fort Riploy 0,00

Farage SCI/?/ 1045(

to'Sandy lake 4 men ' 2 canoces 50,00
Besides the above I paid on Steamboat {or bringing horse
from Hed Wing to St. Paul 2,00

Expences £ rom >t. Paul to Agency
and baclk

Paid messenger while at Crow Wing

Bre Simms for 2400 sen®
he horse home 3,00
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do something to betier thelr Temperal and spiritusl condition before 1 leave
them I would be very gled. I someGimes feel 1ike doing nothing more’ for them
end expross mys¢lf espeglally when I remember thelr ingratitude, 4t such
times oy wife pleads for them apnd said let us try Snother plan bafore we leaves
Let /s/ ocolomize them or try at least. I shall not pive my Judgemont about

what is best to do for and with these Indisns: Ve have spent a rreat deal

of time and money for the Qjibwayss I8 it best to give up? or shall we try

agein? T wish to be released from this field if 1 can yet we will romain if
is Judged bests Still we eannot think or feel that it will be best
emain 25 we have heretofore alone, #* *
I repeat what 1 s n the other side Zﬁkﬁcrita pﬁgé?;

carmot stay along among these indians oW

sam'l Spates

andy lake July 13, 1866

Dear Brother Broocks

The old Chief who was so bitter whem you were here, come: to
meeting and also visits snd seams /sie/ to be very iendley/sdo/. 1
oan not. report, however, anything desidedly /%ie/'gvmd about the indians,

unless it be that on ywsterday, while sfome men were gamling /Eic/’thcy
guarrcled and fought; one inflicted a wound in the shoulder of the other,
with & Inifes The one that struck, was he who was struct while you were
with uwes J can but look upon it as a good signs It will T hope have a

tendancy to break /sio/ wp gamling, /sic/ and cause them &

are too much together, too thick to thrivel * % *
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Dear Drother Drooks

bitter when you

moebing and alse visits and geams /g to bevory

FIAPN

ean not report, however, snything desidedly /sic'./ good about the indians,

y X

it on. yesterdey, whi some men were gamling /-J,i,@/ they

ound in the choulder of the othar,

po have a

senrate /sr?..c/.

nates

tendanoy Gt

They are too

Bell Frarias /sie/ Oss 30, 1866
Irother Byooks

LD

You see I date my letter &bt Belle Frarias o ome here on

yvosterday one week eh. a8 we

and night

orovecation on

broke the

o TS
ayes @Gy IR

have owr Nro-

fore éould bring

rovermmont.
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Swan River -Arril 26th 1838

My men will start off tomorrow for Sandy laks to get Potatoes ¢

Rice how much you will sseertein in my Fathiers Letter which he has left here
for you Things ere in a very disadveantagéous state at this Place owing chiefly
to the conduet of seme of the Indians here who attackdd a Sioux cemp afber
they had been kindly treated by them end killed 16 of them including 2 men

fhe rest were women & childrem By so doing they have destroyed the

hunts of this place and have put those Indisns who were gone out for ths
purpose in a wery precerious situation

I send you a list of the Indian credits which I made here last
Fall to Indians belonging to Sandy lake Pleoase Lt not my men Remain a dey
at Sandy: laké ag I reguire them here every moment FPlcase also to send me
a chip hat which ome of my men will try on his head you will Reoeive by
theth 5 volumes of the History of England & the Biography of Napoleon
Pleass also to send me¢ a Horse Saddle

lothing more at- present

Yours most Truly

Rev. Wine T Boutwell John Aitkin

Zﬁﬂded in penecil
18 Bushels Fetatoes
4 )< Rice
6-Hoes 2 new & 4 second hand
Saddle
Chip Hat

a

pers at the Mewuséript Depapbment of the

A

innesote Historieal Society by Alvar Norbeck.
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1832

Jeay Sir ‘/f:;i'l:ilex7

opposition

i0 and another
ibbotte & Ermantinger /1/ are
/aie/ the latter h:
rathoyed about 120 Bear fkins and about oné Tack of other

in a good NHeasure

gon a1l our Fellks

oountery




The Geologie Origin of the McGregor Research Notes
Savanna and Prairie River By: Mary Pritt

Portages - Irving H. Hart. Date: July 23, 1940.

MBGBEEGOR AND SANDY LAXE.

Notice has previcusly been talled $6 the fact that the afoption
of the Savanna Portage as one of the most {mpertant links in the chain
of communiesation htw_qm thn upper Mississippi and the St. Lawremce walleys
was due to the physical fact that here tﬁ- waters of these two great river
systems probably approach sech other more closely than at any other point.
The student of physiography is naturally
). Zrving H. Hart, *The 014 Sewenns Portege.” 8.717. lod %o seek in the
records of this region's geologlc past the reason for the close proximity
of the headwaters of these two systems. Fortunately in this case there is
an answer to his questions - an snswer which reveals in strilking menner

the intimate relation existing detween physiography and history and which
tells a dramatic story of the results of the clash of natural forces im
the days vhen our world was young.

A1l who are familiar with the Sopogrsphy of the region west and

northwest of Duluth will remall that itz most striking feature is the
series of vocky hills rising steeply above the waters of Lake Superior ths
helghth of eight hundred feet with a slope as great in some places as a
thousand feet to the mile. Bsyond this %o the north and west lies a falrly
level-topped plateau. The steep slope or escarpment which bounds the
platean on the southeast probably follows a famlt line, but it 1s remark-
ably fresh and umeroded for an exposure subjected to the processes of
weathering andl stream erosion during what is even in geologic reckoning
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a very long period of time. This fact also railses a question the anwwer to
which is found in the book of nature as is that to the first one ralsed
sbove. The following quotation, taken from a publication of the United State
States Geological Burvey, gives the answer to both these questions.

3. OCharles R. Van Hise and Charles K. Leith, The Geology of the Iake
Superior Reglon.

*The streams of the Duluth escarpment descend very steeply to Lake Superior;
few of them head more than 4 or 5 miles from lake Superior... The greatest
digtance being 12 to 14 miles, in contrast with lengths of 30 to 75 miles
on the north and northeast shores of Lake Superior. Many of them have as
steep an over age grade as 150 %o 250 feet to the mile... thegemeral average
being 80 %o 160 feet to the mile. No one of these rather tumltuous
streans has out a significantly deep valley in the face of the escarpment
‘and most of them have only cut short gorges with small rapids snd waterfalls.

Quite In contrast with these steep-graded, rapldly falling streans
of the escarpment are the leisurely flowing streams of the platem: murface
above. The Cloquet, the upper St. Louls, snd various othsr rivers have an
average slope of about 8 or 10 feot to the mile. It 13 well established
that & rapidly flowing stveam with a steep grade is able to deepen its
valley rapidly and to extend 1ts headwater area so that 1t encroaches upon
the area drained by an adjecent leisurely flowing stresm. . . capturing
and diverting the latter or some portion of its headwaters. Strean captures
or piracies, as they are called, of this kiand are comuon. Ve ghould ex-
poct, then, that in the course of stream development for a great length
of time several of the swiftly flowing streans of the escarpment would have
extended their headwaters back to the reglon drained by the leisurely
flowing streams of the plateasn surface and captured part or all of these
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drainage systems. The fact that many of the large streams have not dome
80 is evidence of thelr youth.

The largest stream in the reglon, however, geems to have alreedy
‘done just vhat would bYe expected... and 1t is natursl that the largest
sirean gshould Be able to do thig first. St. Iouls river eutting back at
a point near the end of the escarpment where 1t is rather low, has Deen
aibe to bt 4n Deniuaber Fgton mwtieiostencd Wt 14 Tes saptuined
*%he soutlwestward - flowing. Oloquet and the soutlwestward-flowing
stresm that forms the present headwaters of the St. Iouls itself. These
captured stresms had been a part of the leimrely dralnage system of the
platean snrface, and, it seems certain were within the Mississipp! basin....

Indedd, a large valley extending Soutlwestward from the town of Floodwood,

where the St. Louls now twms abruptly to the Southsast, indicates that
this is probably the latest elbow of ecspture at which the piratical St.
Touis has Been sble to &vert to the leke Supericr-St. lawrence drainage
system a large headwater Sridutary of /the/ Missiesippl River, as 1% had
previously dvertad the Cloguet, snother Miassissipp! headwater.”

The Duluth escarpment is relatively fresh and uneroded decause in
all probability the tremendous cataclysm of nature which so markedly chang-
ol the relative levels of these iwe continguous areas 13 comparatively re~
cont and the gcarrying of the sarface of the escarpment By strean flow is a
process still comparatively young. .

Reference to the first of the two maps accompanying this article,
which represents the present drainage systems 3,13:s 400 of the reglen
northwest of the head of Lake Superior, shows the St. louls River with its
right-angled turn from southwest to southeast nsar Floodwood, with the
East Savanna flowing into the main stream at the same point. The remark-
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able fact ghould be noted that the flow of this tributary is directly
opposite to that of the stream vhich 1t now feeds, a physiographie
charasteristic extremely uncommon. The second map gives herewith offers
a grephie explanation of this anomaly. Before the "pirvatical St.Bouis”
had cut its way Back to this polnt the present valley of the Fast Savama
was the channel of & mach larger siream flowing in the epposite direction,
and forming what was then perhsps the main headwater of the Missolssippi.
Still eariier the 8t. Touls had capiured and diverted the waters of the
present Cloquet River, which at firet probably, as dld them the Vhiite Face
Myver, flowed west and south into the Mississippl. The valley of the
Pralrie River approaches al its present head another ssaller stream now
flowing inte the St. louls from the southwest. The direction of flow of
$his little stream, like that of the Nast Savanna, has been reversel.

The two old stream walleys of the two Sgvannas and of the Prairie
anfl the wmamed 11ttle stream near its heed are the routes of the Savamna
and the Praivie River portages. Ages before man had first sppeared on
earth, nature, "meving in mysterious ways its wonders %o perfomm,® hed
earved out for him these two passage-ways for his later use in trade and
trangportation. Nothing inm this old world of ours ever jJust happens.
Bvery fact im 1ife, every event in Mistory, every physical feature of the
world around us is a result of csuses, sometimes revealed But more oftem
hidden in the obscurity of the past. It is gratifying —-tthn, as in
this case, to be privileged to discover some of these sauses.

To the lover of Sandy Yake, thils story from the book of the

world's past lends to the lure of its besuty and the romamce of its Maslery

the additionsl charm of ageless wonder,
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Letter fram Es T. Ayer to Oakes and Russell.
"Dear Friends.
ok %

The next summer, 1830, he /Rev, Frederiec Ayer/ went to Lake
Superior with the fur Traders, and spent the winter in the family
of lr, Lymen Warren, Here he taught a few childrem, and applied
himself to the study of the 0jibwa language., The next year he
spent at Sandy leke with the late Mr, Aitkin /sic/, Here also he

had a school, said to be the first taught in Minnesota."

Septe. 16, 1842, = * The missionaries in the country

et that time were:
Methodist

Seml Spates )
John Johnson) Sandy lake (Wis.)

% * %

/This is at Fon du lac/

One man Ki-asheke=boz, (the meaning is shaving ppr.) a

medicine man, end brother of Kavansugh's celebrated Martin Iuther,
of Sandy lLake, and his family, wife and three children, professed
conversion, were baptized and received, but was one of our most

successful oponent /sic/ before I left.

i % %

The water rose in June so as to overflow all the low land.

* * % It drove us all to higher ground undermimming our mission
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house, leaving it nearly a wrecks We all had to take to wig
wem life, Vhile we were so situated, after the waters began
to abate, Bros Spates came from Sandy lake, and next day Bro.
Goodrich came in the fur company's boat from La Pointe., * # *
I was going to conference by way of Ste Peters, and accompanied
Br, Spates to Sandy, where I babtized John Johnson's child Bro.
Spates not being in orders. We came (Spates and I) in a bark

eanoe I had built at Fon du lac, to Prairie du Chien before we

could get a steamer,

Ts Mo Fullerton.

1870 . From the census records over Aitken County,
Vinnesota-Crow Wing P, Os Sced 1

Age Sex Color Occupation Birthplace
Brunette Louis 30 u 20 Farmer Mnnesota
» Angeline 30 F " keeping house
Joseph ‘ 9 M "
Mﬂi"y‘ 8 F "
George 2 M
ldzzie 4/12 ¥

Catherine 31 F keeping house
John 16 at home
Joseph 14 at home
Peter 12 at home

Mary 9

Babtiste T
Louis 4/12

(
(
(
(
(
(
E Joseph 36 M Farmer
(
(
(
(
(
(

(Mitchell William 40 Laborer
3 ( " Cardicon 36 keeping house
( "

(

Mary 13 at home
” John 9
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Seed 2 Agricults Acres of land, Present cash value.

Tmprid Wood Other Of Farm Impls Horses Milk Iive Indian
lLand Unimp.Farm machinery cows stock corn

Louis Brunette s 80 77 $250 - 428 2 12  $230 16 bu,

Joseph Brunette 5 80 64 $250 1 22

3

Social Statistics of Aitkin county for 1870,
Real Estate $20,000
Personal Esbate §25,000
Total $45,000

Value estimated, True value unknown,

Excerpts from “Diary of Samel Spates, Methodist 14 ssionary

%o the Chippewa Indiams, Sept. 21 - = - Oots 31, 1841:
* * *

Tuesday /foet,/ 6 I got off this morning, and am now on
what is called 'The grand portage,' As I came on today T sboped
to see the Mission houses, which brother Copway is expected to
ocoupy this years *+ # % I then walked out into the grave yard
and here read the fol/low/ing on a tame stone, 'Saccred to the
memory of Alfred Aitkins, who fell a viettom %o a tretcherous

asassin. Dec. 6th 1836, aged 20 years 10 months and 26 days,' * * *

Wednesday 6 After I layed down to sleep last night, It

commenced raining, ana I was glad to take shelter under a bark

sanoe, and have been under it all day, for it has been raining all

day. * * * I have but little provision with me and if I remain here
mich lounger, they will be gon/e/s Yet I must remain until the Indiens
go who I am with, They seame to be quite happy, under their bark
eating boild corme, but it is not the happiness that religion gives.

it is only that of a full bely. * * *
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Thursday 7 I am now at 'the little portage.' I came

but a short distance to day, and have had my pgtience tried

with these Indians, they are so very slow, they smoke the pipe

ebout half of their time, then they are so very vilthy.' /sic/

* % % My poor body has been suffering to days I have waided

$hrough md and water most all day, and packed about fourty Lbss

on my back, yet my soul has been happys * * *

Fridey 8 As this is friday, I have been keeping fast, If

it were not, I shoul/d/ be compeld to abstain for I have not as

mich as one meal with me, therefore I muist go o sleep without
brakeing my fast, * * * the Indiens gave me & small plece of bird
this evening and I eat it with out saul/t/ or anything else, and i%
was very good indeed.'! * * *

Satterday 9
I asked an Indian for some meat this morning and he gave me some
rine of pourke. I boiled, and eat it, and mever I think, eat any-
thing, that tasted so good as pork rine, * * *

This is the first hog meat I have eat for about eight days, and
have been journeing all the time, I have sixty of seventy miles To
zo yet, and all the bredd I have is a peice about half as big as my
hand, * * %

Sunday 10 Yesterday after I rote in my diary an Indian gave
me a Fesant on which I fared well all day, * * % T have been with
the Indians so long and have got my clothes so dirty, that a stranger
might take me for an Indlane * * *

Monday 11 # #* #* I have got to Sandy lLake again, Walked
all day without anything to eat and feel as though T can eat almost

anything, even a meé doge
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Exgerpts fram the diary of Reve. Samuel Spartes; October

1841:
¥ *

Wednesday 20 I have been very beuisey puting things to
whrites all day, and have hardly took time to read or pray. this
is not wrights Myhearte is not enought fixed on God and heaven,

0 my blessed Lord help me to live by the momentes I have writen &
long letter to Bros Copeay, and Stephen Boungo says he is pgoing to
Fon du Laoc to morrow, so I will send the letter by him,

Thirsday 21 I have been at the same lkind of work to day as I
was at yesterday, yet I have tryed to pray more and live by faith, &
have writen one letter to Bros John.Stephen is yet with me and is
complaining of being sicke I think he wishes to stay, if so, I can

not keep him, for I fear some things stick to his hands, which do not

belong to hims

Fridey 22 I have hed a na/s/'by case this days Stephen drove

his Squaw off lat night, about midnight, and I knew nothing of it
until this mornings So I gave him a good siting down about it,
after which he asked me to speak to his wife, as he ¢alled hers So
I did, and made him and her promise to get marrieds I also caushened
them not to sleep together until they were married, and farther saied,
Vif you do, you will commit a dultrey.!

Now in vewe of thie case, Are we Mssionaries clear? we have
let this men and woman remain at our house, for some days, and sleep
together as man & wife, and yet they are in trouth, no more man & wife,

than I and Queen Victory eare, * #* % "
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Seturday 25 * *
I asked a man to-day if he would interpret for me tomorrow to
preach to the Indians, and /he/ said he could not, and yet it
is his mother tomgee If he spoke the throuth, is it posable for

me ever to preach in their language?

Monday 25 * * #* Let me reccord for my own satisfaction,
some of the Indian's superstitionse One man lost a son, not leng
since, and, as the indian costom is, they put the corpse upon a

seaffold, and as the father was successful in killing game, he hung

eleven ducks up at the ecoffin for his son, 'This peop/ﬁ/b are in the

dark, O dark! darkl' O Lord, dispell the cloud and let light shine,.
Amen,

Tuesday 26 * #* % Ome Indian pot very mad with me today, end
I fear, I don rong, for I called him a doge If a man is called a dog
or a Woman amoung the indians they think it is the worst thing could

be said of them,"

Excerpt from correspondence found among the Samuel Spates

papers, Mamiscript Room, Minnesota Historieal Societys
"Sandy lake July 31, 1854.
Rev. Brooks.
On the 24 inst, we arrived safely at this place, and I

do assure you we were glads

The indiens say they are min, wau, dun - glad that we have come.
# # * T have hired an interrreter,-have him with us, He seems to be

& good young man * * # I have promised the interpreter about seventeen
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dollars pr month and board him, of sourse.

OQur expences were much more from St, Paul to this place than
I thought they would be.

I transoribe as I put them down on our way up.
Paid teamster to Crow Win 824,00
OQur fare to Crow Wing 6e15
Cook Stove at Fort Ripley 10,00

Forage 50 /1/ 10,50

Crow Wing to Sandy lake 4 men Z canoes 50,00

Besides the above I paid on Steamboat for
bringing horse from Red Wing to 5te Paul 3.00
Expences fram Ste Paul to /gency and back 2 88
Paid messenger while at Crow Wing 1,00
Bro Simms for 2 days $.50 sent the
horse home 84,00 5450

*®
Se Spates.”

"Sandy lake Aug Tth 1854

Dear Bro

I am just returned from lMille lac, I was 5 days making
the trip, * * * Plenby of potatoes may be had of the indians,
a8 well as plenty of wild or indian Rice, The corop of Rice is
very abundant every where this year I hope therefore that the
indians will not be found starving next winter.

We noed mission goods very mich indeeds I could if I had

goods employ many of the indians to work to good advantage to

themselves as well as profitable to the missions For 3 drdy /sie/

of comon calice I can get an indian to work all day- and if I pay
money I have to give them one dollar pr day.

Yours Samel Spates.”
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Agency Dec 18, 1854.

Elder Brooks
Dear Bro

I am here for some provisions # * * gand perhaps a
cow and a yoke of oxen. Oxen or horse I mst have or freeze. * * *
The indians are all or nearly all here. They payment will
come off in about 2 weeks so the agent informs mes The indians are
very poor, allmest without any clethings We shall have no indians

or nearly none at Sandy lLake till about the middle of January.

Bro Please send us some garden seed, such as Cabbage, Turnip,

Tomato, Beens, Peas, Onions, Beets and Sweet corne., * * = Ve

have made a wood house, bulilt a kitchen end one bed room and also

an ice house, end now my interpreter is cuting /sic/ timber to make
fence, We had to buy 25 bushels Potatoes/sic/ §1 pr bushel, We miss
the good ggarden that we used have /perhaps refering to when he lived
at Sandy Lake at an earlier date/ and consequently it will cost us
mich more to live than heretofore, * ® %

S« Spates."

"Sandy lake liareh 8th 1855

Bros Brooks.
He ® *

From Crow Wing to this place you need not make any portage. * * »

It is 100 miles or perhaps a little more to lLake Superior from this
place, 20 miles portage. At this place you will get a smaller eanoce
than you came here in and with 2 pood men you will get to L. S, the

third day. Then back to Sandy Iake in 4 or 5 days.e * * #*
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We have done a great deal of work during the winter, and
still have a great o do, have about 50 acres of pasture fence
to make and a good deal picket, as well as the indiens' farm to

plowe * #* #*
Se Spatese”

"Sandy lake April 30th 1855
Broe Brooks
The object of this aote is to zsk for same Turnip seeds,
The indiems have very few potatoes and I want as meny Rutebago and
flat turnip seeds as will sow 8 or 10 acres., * * *

Sam']l Spates™

"Seandy lake June 23'd 1855

Brother Brooks,

On bro Faulstrum's return from For Du laec I thought it
best to detain him here while I went and looked us out a gzood losation to
move to, as we cannot stay here in peeces And I here communicate te
you the result of my searche About half-way from here to Crow Wing,
at or near Cedar Like I found a place with some advantages, such as
plenty of Rushes near the Mississippi, Plenty of grass for pasture and
hay, pretty good soil, plenty of wood, and fish and Rice. At Red Cedar
lake some 10 miles distant we cen have good land, good fish, water
water /sic/ power for a mill, Rice, Sugar meple good hay etes I am not
well pleased with eather /%ic/ of the above places yet we could make a
good farm at eather of the above placess Five or six families wish

to move with use I sometime want %0 leave altogether, yet if we could




MeGregor Notes
Mary Pruitt

do something to bebtter their temperal and spiritual condition
before I leave them I would be very glade I sometimes feel

like doing nothing more for them, and express myself especially
when I remember thelr ingzratitude, At such times my wife pleads
for them end sais /sic/ Let us try ancther plan bsfore we leave,
let/'s/ eolonize them or try at least, I shall not give my judge-
ment about what is best to do for and with these Indians, We have

spent a great deal of time and money for the Ojibways. 1Is it best

to give up? or shall we try again? I wish to be released from this

field if T ecan yet we will remain if 1t is judged beste Still we
camnot think or feel that 1t will be best to remain if it is judged
best to remain as we have heretofore ALONE, * # %

I repeat what I said over on the other side /opposite page/s We

can not stay alone among these indians.

* " ¥
Sam'l

lake July 13, 1865
Dear Brother Brooks,
] * L
The old Chief who wes so¢ bitter when you wers here, comes to
meeting and also visits and seams /sic/ to be very frindley/sic/. I
can not report, however, anything desidedly /sic/ good about the
indiens, unless it be that on yesterday while some men were f’j&'ﬂllil’l/SiO/
they quarreled, and fought, one inflicted a wound in the shoulder of
the other with a knife, The one that struck, was he who wes struet
while you were with us, I san but look upon it as a good signe It
will I hope have a tendancy to break/sic/ up gemling,/sic/ and cause
them to seprate/sic/, Thay are too much together, too thick to

thrives! i s #
Se Spatas
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Belle Prarie/sic/Oct., 30th 1858
Brother Brooks.

Your seo I date my letter at Belle Fraria, We came here on
yesterday one week agoe. We had trouble with the Indians, such as
we never had before and found it impossible to remain longer in
safetys The Indians were drunk some days and might without inter
mission, and while drunk, withou any cause or provocation om our
part, came to the mission, broke the door open twice, threatened

to kill me, two men struct me, one or two days after poisned /sic/

our little boy, yet, thank God, there /sio/ diabolic design was not

accamplished, we still have our precious babe with us,
We came down in a canoe of course and therefore could bring
but little with uss Iieft what we could not bring with the govern-

mente
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Swan River, April 26th 1838

lire Boutwell

Sir

My men will start off tamorrow for Sandy lake to pet

Potatoes & Rice how mach you will ascertain in my Fathers Letter
which he has left here for you Things are in a very disedventagecus
state at this Place owing chiefly to the conduet of some of the
Indians here who attacked a Sioux eamp after they had beenm kindly

treated by them and killed 16 of them ineluding 2 men the rest

were women & children By so doing the have destroyed the Spring

hunts of this Place and have put those Indians who were gone out
for that purpose in a very precarious situation.
I send you a list of the Indian credits which I made here
Last Fall to Indians belonging to Sandy lake Please Let not my
men Remain a day at Sandy lake as I require them here every moment
Please also o send me a ohip hat which ome of my men will try on his
head you will Receive by them 5 volumes of the History of England & the
Biography of Napoleon Please also to send me a Horse Saddle
Nothing more at present
Yours most truly
Reve Wim, T Boutwell John Aitkin
/added in pencil/
18 Bushels Potatoes
4 » Rice
6 Hoes 2 new & 4 second hand
1 Seddle
1 Chip Hat
Copled from the Sibley Papers at the Memuseript Department of

the lMinnesota Iistorical Society by Alvar Norbeck,
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Sandy lake Oct 26th 1836
T can hereby certify in the presence of a Justice of the
Peace, that in my presence M, Wm. A. Aitkins has forbiddem his
men to take in any kind of Spirituous Liquors, the time he is

supposed to have introduced Liquor in the Indien Country & several

years previous to this eircumstance,

As Norrison

This is to certify that the Brandy mentioned n Affidavit
taken by Bdward Cadotte in Mackinae, which I had in a Flagon and
that was drank by Himself, Myself, Peter Cretassa, Charles Chabollly,
and Louls Dufault Leipnr/?/ T did not get from Mr, Vin, As Aitkins,
nor did he lmow where I got, nor that I had its This I am ready to
testify upon Oath before a Justice of the Peace at any times
Sandy lake, Oot, 17, 1836.

Ambrose Davenport
In presence of

Jemes Pe Scott; A. Morrisons
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/addressed to Folle Avoimme/

Sandy lLelke Jamuary 25, 1817
1 Wm Aitkens
Dear Sir.
Will you have the goodness to forward the letter
addressed to the comanding officer on the Mississippie If
you ean by any means you will oblige me much, should my men want any
articles for their voyape towerds the Mississippi and back again
%o this place, please to advance them. A guide you will please to
procure with all possible dispatehs T am told by the sciouxs/sic/

that the American troops are stationed at the River St. Uroix,

however you have been informed long before this time-whereabouts

the may be-you will please send me a note of the expensces that
you may be at for my len and Guidess The Indiem from this has
nothing to expect from you-The Bearers are young Brunets/%iu/
and a Courtcorrielle, Remain Dear Sir

Your Humble Servant

Time Morrison
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Sandy lLeke February 10th 1832
Dear Sir /sSibley/
- k
I most now speak of our ovm affeirs in this Country T an
afrald our Reburns will not be any Better than last year without

we have some change in the lMertin end Rat hunts in the Spring We

are anoyed all over the Country this year by the opposition but

after the H B Co our worst neighbours are Saillies Feople as they
are well Supplied With H Wines Which always Bears a predominant
Sway in the Ind" trade how they can Introduce Liquor into the
Country While We are prohibited is a thing T Cannot understand and
Somehow or other they undersell us and say they are doing a Good
Business if they are We must pay Much Higher for our Goods than
they do and an other thing we are Short of Goods of Every Kind our
Neighbore Abbotte & Ennan'i:inr='or/?/ are not doing much Neither as
yet~Partioularly Particularly /sie/ the latter he has not Got
half a Pack as yet Abhotte has gathered about 120 Bear Skins and
about one Pask of osther furs what the Will lMake hetween this and
Spring Will Depend in a good MNeasure Wheather We Run Entirely out
of Goods or Not I heve Seen all our Folks Since the Winter Set in
they Were all Well and in no denper of starvation as there is nothing
in this Country more worth talking I must Close it with wishing you
to Remember me to all our Friends

and Believe me your Sincere

Friend & Respectful Servt

Willieam A. Aitken
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From the Aitkin A‘Qe_

"SANDY LAKE DAM

At a recent meeting of the Board of Trade'the following resolution
was unaminously accepted:

‘"Whereas, we are informed that the government of the United States
is about to comstract /sic/ a deam mcross the Sandy River, the outlet of
Sandy leke, in the county of Aitkin, in such a manner as to close Sandy
lake to navigationy and

Whereas, there is now tributary to Sandy Lake hundreds of million
feet of pine and other timber which is wholly moved by means of steam-
boats to the Mississippi River (as much es 40 million per anmnum); end

Whereas, The closing of said Sandy River to navigation would inflict

great and lasting injury upon such lumber interest even to the extent of

making the same almost wholly valueless;

Be it hereby resolved, thet the Homorary Secretary of War be respect=
fully requested to caue such a change to be made in the plan of construction
of said dem as will permit the free passage of steamboats in and out of

said Sendy lake.*' "

Minn. Hist. Soclety
December 1940
A, Norbeck
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Aitkin Age
Dec.29,1883 "Aitkin
The Northern Pacific

The greatest of the modern civilizers is the railroad. The greatest
railroad in the world, which has opened up more formerly inmccessible ter~
ritory to civilization and commerce, which without it would have remasined
forever locked in the bosom of the wilderness, is the Northern Pacific,

In 1869, when this now great enterprise was almost mythical and
when as yet but a few spadesful of earth had been thrown in its construo=
tion, anyone who had faith in its ultimate destiny end who put his money
into it was regarded as a lunatic. later, in 1873, when the father of the
enterprise, Jay Cooke, failed, it was looked upon as a dead thing which,
in spite of the fact that it had already peopled five hundred miles of
splendid country, would never reach the coast.

® L

This great scheme of connecting lake and ocean, Superior to Pudget
Sound, was, as has been stated begun to be put into operation in the summer
of 1869, At that time all of M nnesote north of St. Cloud, on the Missis=
sippi, was only traversed by treder or Indians and had not a village of
600 people in all its vast expanse. The great father of waters went there

as it does now, "unvexed to the sea,' but all navigation had ever done

above S5t. Paul towards developing and settling the territory adjacent

was very little indeed. The same vast forests existed then as nmow but

the great distance over which supplies had tc be transported rendered
operations at remote points, now the center of a most flourishing lumber
trade, a practical impossibility. The building of the Northern Pacifioc,
however, passing through the heart of some of the finest pine forest of the
state, opened up many lumbering regions hitherto inaccessible and built a
number of thriving lumber towns of which Aitkin is the largest and most

important. *x e w
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LUMBERING
This great industry foms the basis for an important trade at this

point which fyrnishes the supply for the army of men who actually engage

in it, and as before remarked, Aitkin, by virtue of its location as the

railroad point highest up on the river, becomes of great commercial im=

portance, # * # When it is reinoumbered that by far the larger portion
of the lumber sawed at Mimmeapolis is cut above Aitkin and that some
fifteen hundred to two thousend men are kept as work the year around
588_357, which is in the winter season increased to fully three thoussnd,
outting, heuling, driving the logs when the ice rumns out, haying, and
building cemps for the winter, who all pass and repass through Aitkin,
and whose teams must have grain, and themselves food and clothing,
nearly the whole of which is furnished by our merchants, and /sic/ one
can begin to comprehend a little of the volume of trade and business

transacted annually.
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Since all attempts to leern the nemes of some early settlers of the
Sandy Lake region which later could be checked through the 1875 census;
such as searching through reminicences (published es well as unpublished)
from that aree, newspaper accounts perteining to the celebration of his-
torical data of the county, early homestead and lend abandorment claims and
several other sources, had failed, I turned to the 1885 Census for Aitkin
countys Under the classification "Unorganized Distriet (including T. 47, R. 26,
T. 47, R. 25, T. 48, R. 22), I found & list of nemes who's post office address
was that of Kimberly, in s me ceses, end Tamarsck in others. I checked this
list against the 1875 census for Aitkin, Cess, end Remsey counties. In the
cases of the two latter, I found no similerities, but in Aitkin I found
several and listed the followings
The Aitkin County census for 1905 show no resident in Speilding town-
ship by the name Murphy end no Axel P. Johmson in Me Gregor township, but the
fact thet en A. P. Johnson is registered in Spalding township end a "+.» E.
Murphy in the village of MoGregor will seem to indicate & mix=up in the
source-material. They and their families follow:
Nativity
Sex Age Color Netivity Father Motheyr
76 Murphy, James E, H New Prunswick Irelend Maine
76 Murphy, Anna B, F 37 Minn, Ohio Minn
77 Murphy, Lillien B 14 » K. B. =
78 Murphy, Harry
79 Murphy, Minnie
80 Murphy, Stanley

81 Murphy, Frank M,
82 Murphy, Alfred

2 2233 3 33

=
-

Spalding township Enumeretion Distriect # 16

Jdohnson, A, P, M 51
Johnson, Margaret 45
Johnson, Andrew 24
Johnson, John 23
Johnson, Charles 20
Jos W Viakefiedl ; 29
Lewis Wakefield 68
Jas Wakefield 13

Sweden Sweden
" 1

#~ 3 3 3 33 3 3
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Sex CJlor Nativity Mother
17 Frank Wakefield : % Minn le.
George Wakefield . " ”
Robert Wakefield . ” .
Eliza /Tige in '857
lul\“'ﬂkefie 1d

Of these only the lest two names are listed in the 1885 census for Aitkin,

Josh }%/ Tibbets 4 X
Hanne /H.E./ Tibbets 40 F
Guy Tibbetts /not listed
1885/ 16
Almy /L.E./ Tibbets 13
Vesta Tibbets /rot listed

Me Me
11 "

Col.
Minne.

in 18856

U. S. Tibbetts
Laura /L. B,/ Tibbets

9
7

11 ¥

n
L

Rosetta /R. M,/ Tibbets 6 F "

Breckets indieates verietions in 1885's 1isting.

From 1886 Census:

W. Libby 4 M W Me. g Moo
Libby 35 ' . .
Libby $3s M " o

Libby 26 "

cash book for the Sendy Lake Lumber Co, is included in the Bouness
papers, but a eash book for F, W, Bonness & Co. covering the period 1901
- 1902, shows the following entriés on the debit side, in each case bal-
ancing the sum total for the credit side:

Page 2 Jen, 1 $4,295.71
» 12 1,332,311
: 16 1,368,337

21 ‘ 1,255.76

26 1,340 .43

- B 1,238.56

" /oo dete/ 7,018.49

Febr. 1 F. R. Boness , 880,69

Jan. 19 F., W, Boness 9,828.36

" 26 ' 9,011.55

" 31 T, 151,45

Feb. 4 J. Jo Howe 1,018, 72

1 7 1,244.52

11 1,264.65

13 1,139,09

16 1,246.38

19 1,121,756

18 F. W, Bonness 8,730.28

J. J. Howe 1,027,286

Je Jo Howe
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Feb, 26 4,296,.77
IRt 1,829,49

MEr. 2 - 1,664.04
" 6 1,266.96

7 1,618,79

11 1,878,568
11 1,814.48
12 1,295.31
15 y 1,485,656
7 P 20,879.67

16 72266470
15 811.36
156 1,446.33
18 1,646,07
19 2,068.07
21 2,814,29
26 1,693.64
25 2,381.55
26 1,836,72
27 1,586.13
23 Bonness 19,516.,38
28 Howe 1,262.60
28 Howe 3,996.57
30 2,751,357
1 2,520,311

3 2,299.99

6 2,277.56

9 ) 1,836,566

13 1,212 .44
16 1,981,71
20 1,747.39
26 2,102,056
29 . T23828,37
26 Fe W, Bonness 26,339.27
1 J. J, Howe 1,011,.86

7 7,044.23

9 : 2,036.64

13 1,819,72
16 4,193,112
17 1,124.64
18 1,263,68
21 1,507.66
24 2;196,97
27 1,426,98
1 3,380 ,94

2 1,789,792

8 2,575,686

F. W, Bonness 21,641,862

6 F. ~"‘| - 2’633952

Js Jo Howe £,259450

22 55396497
24 2,085,48
27 1,601,665
1,081,538

1,760,17

2 32 2 3 3 3 3 8 =3

n
"
"
W
f
n
"
n
]

2 3 2 3 3 3 3 3
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71 13 2,818,580
72 23 1,846,186
73 25 1,087.65
74 22 F. W, Bonness 26,850,.16
76 1 J. Howe 2,T75,.88
76 6 2,858,65
77 10 2,856.64
78 19 1,598.53
79 26 3,137.49
80 24 We. Bonness 24,294,.68
8l 10 J. Howe 2,998.71
82 14 35398441
e3 18 2,176.46
84 3 1,610.58
B6 8 2,642,85
g6 156 1,987.19
87 24 3.594.11
8¢ 31 2,580,656
89 15 F. W, Bonness 32,496.94

The cash book ends with this dete end the next following volume
starts with November 1, 1802,
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In "History of the Upper Mississippi Velley," by O'Neill, 1881,
the following statement is found on page 657:

3

"Outside the villiage /Kitkin/, there is but little settlement in
the county. A few sellers are loceted at the mouth of Willow river, and e
few have homes at Sendy Leke."

The Aitkin Age, September 20, 1900, 1lists the following representatives
from verious places to the Republican County Convention that year:

"Sendy Lake: Wm Wakefield, Mark Libby, ¥m. Jude.

Kimberlys M., J. Shorwell, J. P. Williams, Gus Williemson.

Sicottes: Frank Clark, F. W, Day, J. B. Clark."

.lI' .L'_' S’_’ 12-1)"4).

Alver Norbeck

Residents of Sandy Lake cast a total of 27 votes in the State and
County elections in 1890, according to & table f Official Count, published in
Aitkin Age, November 15, 1890, They appeer to have voted Republicen ebout 4 = 1,

I heve been unable to locate the thesis, An Introduction to the
History of Lumbering in Minnesota, by Doneld Wilson Snell. Index files of the
lanuseript room end the Library contein no entry of thet title. The Msnuseript
room hes in its possession some unclessified item, which I em now going through
in en effort to locate the thesis,

This source, the Lawler fire, and some newspaper news items, regard-
ing Borress and Douglas, is &l1] there is left on my list now, Would appreciate
additional source material.

M, H, 8., Dec. 10, 1940
Alvar Norbeck.

Jo T. Odegaerd: Erindringer,

The author came to America 1867, end settled et Long Lake in
Watonwen county in the autumn of that yeer.

While Mr. Odegaards recollections are most interesting they ere
confined to the southern part of the state chiefly the region eround end
ebout Wetonwen ecounty, I failed to find enything that touches upon the
Sendy Leke region, or even upon Aitkin County in eny respecte.

Although this book is published for the most part, in the Norwegian
lenguege, it contains & very interesting letter in English in which an old settler
remeining here responds to request for information, ebout the early days, to Mr.
Jdegaerd, who &t that time hsg returned to Norwoy,




History of MeGregor
Mrse Pruitt (Norbeck)
Jun. 7. 1941-

Altkin Independent Ages
bat. July 30, 1922.

"Mamaone

Another Aitkin county pioneer passéd on last week very quietly.

She wag known only in her locality end comments were few as her spirit
returned to her fatherss She was known as "Mamaon', a Chippewa Indien

women, end mother of Charley Grasshopper of Libly,

She had lived for meny years in Aitkin county, near beautiful
Sendy lakes Although bereft of sight for many years, she kmew every foot

of that country,

She never heard of women's @lubs, of the League of women voters,
nor held an offices But she lmew - how to weave blankets, bead moccasins,

to fashion baskets and to husk little children to sleeps

She was a women, & pioneer, and an American end she lived her
life according to the light she had, and in death she wegs laid to rest
with the ceremonies of her people,"

Minnesota Historical Society
December 12, 1940,

Alvar Norbeck,




Aitkin Independant Age, Sate July 30, 1922 = continueds

Hark Libly

"We slept that night at the mouth of Sendy lake River, ubon
the fleor of Mrs Libby's hietoric trading post. 'Libby's' has been
known for three generations 5872.7 as the point of postage for the
o

'Big Sea Viaters

From Minnesota History
Vol. 8, Po 128-

Joe Libgy

"The forty /acres of land/ deeded to the' Chewaynance was
Just above the old Libby store, morthwest of Sandy Lake,"

From Mimesota History
VO'l‘ 9. Py 3274

"Joe Libby was the first lumbermen on Sandy Lake, but be=
fore he began logging here there was logging ferther up the Migs=

issippi."

From Minnesota IIistog
Vole 9, ¥y °

"Eds L. Douglas,

wes born in Caneda in 1848, He came to United States in 1869,
and engaged in the lumber business at Rockford, Wright county. He came
to Altkin in 1876, end hes since been engaged in the lumber and hotel
businesss Ille is a partner with Knox Brothers in the lumber business.

From Upper Mississippi Valleys
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F. W. Dommess,

" = = = Mry Fred W. Domness of Minneapolis, who has been
in the lumber business in Mimmesote since 1876 and has been cormec~
ted with the industry since 1868,"

From Minnesota History
Vols 6, Pe 2n

Died in Mpls. 1924,
lplss « Directory,

"Iwo Aitkin County Towns Destroyed Last Seturdey,

Forest Fires of Wide Extent Wipe Out Bain end Lewler on
Soo Line end Threaten Many Other Points,
Village of Aitkin Ineluded,

Loss of Life In County About Twelves

Adjutant General Rhinow Orders Many Home Guard Units to
Aitkin to assist Citizens in Fighting Fires Here and in Vieinity.

TS B

To towns, Dain and lewler in Aitkin county, have been destroyed
by the fire, which swept over the northeastern part of Minnesota last
Saturdays Although forest fires and bag fires had been burning in the
county few people realized the danger to their homes that morning, DBut
a terrific windstorm ceme up about noon, and at two o'clock Bain was
utterly destroyeds Many people who had gone to Palisede for the Red
Cross dinner and Liberty day celebrationm there, rushed home in their

cars, - same of them finding no homes to go back tos
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At lawler the fire broke out somewhat later in the afternoom.
Men had been going out from there into the country to get the farmers
who were in denger into town, and many of them lost their own homes
in their efforts to save otherss ITrain number 188~ 189, which was at
Riverton, was ordered at Lawler at five o'clock; it was seven before
they could get there, and then the town was gone, but only three lives
were lost in the villages There was a greater loss of life in the farme
houses in the vicinity, for there was no place of safety for the refugees,
The hotel, the schoolhouse, and ten residences and a store were standing
at Lewler, Antomba, in Carleton county has been entirely lost, end
twenty=two people burned to deaths The buming of the bridges between
there and lawler, made it impossible for the train to reach the town
end the only shelter that could be found was en open meadows The station
agent, staying by the wire as long as he dared, finally seved himself by
jumping into & well,

At Palisede Poston's saw-mill and the adjoining residence was
destroyeds The report that the whole village was devastated is false.
Tamarack was surrounded by fire, and it crept up to the very edge of the
town, but there was no loess

Refugees from Lawler were brought into Aitkin, and supplies from
the Red Cross, as well as food end ¢lothing from limeapolis were sent to
Lewler and Autombas

Lawler is under military law now;. camps ere being built, homes
are being erected anew, and little houses tuilt there are sent to Automba
on flat carss Soo line up to Duluth is back on scheduled time, and

telegraph comnections sare possibles people are going back and beginning

over againe, Meanwhile Aitkin has taken on & very military aspect, with
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its 260 soldiers, who have been sent up to light the fires in
the vicinity.
* 8K

In another article on the same page, "Aid Extended to the
Pire Sufferers' the paper praises the immediate and spontaneous
response, by the people of surrounding areas to the plight of the
viotims, tells of the organization of Red Crose relief, and reports
on the arrivel of militaery aid under Ceneral Rhinow, nor forgetting

e mention of"the faithful 1ittle train’ 188+189," which carried the

welocome supplies to lawler and Automba,"

At a meeting Mondey evening a committee was elected to pre~
sent to the county commissioners a request for a §10,000 aid for tem=
porary relief, end on Tuesday morning these same authorities had by
uneminous vote appropriated thet emounts "The losses which have been
suffered are not to be regarded as individual," the paper concludes,
but as general losses affecting everyone in the countyj and the duty
of meking reparation for what has been lost will likewise be locked
upon a8 a public responsibility.”

From Aitkin Independent Age,
Sate Octe 19, 1918,
linnesote Historical Sooiety

Newspaper Room, December 27, 1940
Alver Norbecks




Page 1.
Theatre Notes
Greer

1-16-41

Source: Official Records, except as indicated.

Subject: Township 48 N, Range 23 W, Aitkin County, Minnesota.

Nov. 13, 1870:

Work on the Government survey to establish the Subdivision and Meander
lines, commenced by Mr. K. O. Chaney, by contract.

Nov. 22, 1870:

Work on Government survey completed, two unnemed lekes were meandered
with in this township and one river. Of the two meandered lakes in this
township, that lake lieing in Sections 9 and 10 was the largest, occuping
almost all of Section 10 and & portion of Section 9. The other meandered
lake within this township occupied about one-third of Section 32 and a por-
tion of Sections 29, 28 and 33.

Sendy River flows across this township from East to West. It enters
the township on the East Renge Line close to the Sections 23, 22, 28, 29
and 19 orossing the range line on the west on the quarter line of Section
19, dividing the township almost in half.

"This township is mostly covered by water at ell seasons of the year,
and from indicetions "seems" when wet seasons occur, subject to innundations
from three to four feet."#

"Timber, Temarsc, Spruce, Alder, Cedar end hay meadow,"*
Note, from original field notes.
The "Northern Pacific Reilroad and Telegraph" was already established.

I find no mention of & MeGregor in the field notes on this survey,
however, you may note here that there is a McGregor shown on the copy of
the orginal township plat on file in the Register of Deeds office, court
house, Aitkin. This plat is a certified copy of the original, bearing
date 1870, and is based on the original survey by R. O. Chaney. The
"McGregor" on this plat referred to, appeers to be a part of the original
printing and does not seem to be a notation added later by pen or otherwise.
I would suggest that someone check the original plat for a "MeGregor."

Referring to my report of June 10, 1940, I heve since making that
report, learned that the information eabout the hunter and trapper neamed
MeGregor was received by the Northern Pacific Railway Co. from Mz. J. E.
Murphy, of McGregor, Minn, several years agoe.

There is considerable veriance among the early pioneers here as to
the cabin site of this early trapper named MeGregor, Mr. Murphy says
that he was located on Davis Lake several miles Northwest of the present
villege of McGregor, while George W. Dodge states that when he first
came to McGregor (1893) he viewed the remains of his cabim on Bass Lake,
three miles west of McGregor. Among the early pioneers still living,
Mr. Murphy is the only one I have interviewed who claims to0 have seen him.
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== == 1880
Northern Pacific Siding and station established.

Supt. Jacobus
N. Pl Ry.

I have received no confirmation that the station thus established
carried the neme of MoGregor, on the contrary Mr. Murphy states that he
came through here in the spring of 1881 and there was "nothing here but
e hendcer house and a handful of Dagoes," the depot, or handcar house
es he calls it, had no neme, A few Indien Teepees were also in evidence.

Oect. 7, 18956

Township 48 N, Range 23 W, was orgenized and named MeGregor Township,
deriving its name from McGregor Station,

DRAINAGE HISTORY

McGregor Township as a whole is rather low and flat, dotted here and
there with ereas of higher ground celled "Islands" by many of the pioneers,
I presume this expression originated in the early days prior to any drainage
project when the township was subject to seasonal innundation and when so
innundated these higher timbered areas appeared as Islands in the Sea.

In the summer of 1891, a handful of Italian emigrants, ineluding
Pasquale Memmola, W. L, and C. A. Maddy, Frank Spicola and others settled
at "MocGregor Station," some taking out government homestead claims in
Section 30, on the north side of the N, P, tracks, while others purchased
tracts to the south of the track in Section 31, from the Railway company.
The most practical mode of transportation, in the summer months, was by
Row boat, by which means one could trevel f rom one end of the township to

the other, even as late as 1902 e row boat was used by the Fulton family at
times of the high water to travel from their farm, to the north of McGregor
Township, into MeGregor, and the N. P. Siding switch used to serve as a’
moor , from which their boats were secured.

The offiecial records pertaining to earliest dredge ditches in this
township, if they do still exist, are buried somewhere in the erchives
of the County Court House. County ditch No. 14 is the oldest ditch on
which I could find the official record.

There are two other ditches in this township which pre-date diteh
No. 14, those being County diteh #3 and County ditch #5, of these two
I presume ditch #3 is the older from its smaller numerical order, however,
you may note here that County ditch #3 was of little importance as
effecting McGregor township, it is at present almost obliterated and
grown over, and from appearances was not a Dredge ditch,

The first Dredge Ditch of any consequence: was undoubtedly County
ditch #5. That unnamed leke lieing in Sections 32, 29, 28 and 33 was
in the early pioneer days, named Jacksie Lake, after an early settler.
This lake is still shown on the latest county and township maps,
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however, this Jacksie Lake is only & memory and the site of the lake is
in no wise different from the surrounding meadowland, the green meadow
grass waves in the breeze over the old laske bed as far as the eye can
See,

County ditch #5 has its beginning some distance to the Southwest
of Jacksie Leke, thence follawed in a Northeasterly direction through
the center of Jacksie Lake to the North shore of the lake, thence in a
North and South direction along the section line between Sections 28
and 29, crossing the N. P. tracks and connecting with Sandy River, thence
following the general course of Sendy River westward to the township line.

Mr. George Fulton states that the excavation of County ditch #5 was
done in, or about 1905. A large steam dredge was used in the excavetion
and all of the coal used by the dredge was hauled by ox team from McGregor
elong the highland East to the diteh site, thence loaded onto 2 barge and
towed by a row boat to the dredge. Mr. George Fulton states that he set
all of the ditch bank stakes from a row boat.

COUNTY DITCH # 14

Dec. 3, 1909

‘Hearing before the Board of County Gommissioners on ditch petition.

Mar., 7, 1910

Board of viewers, appointed to report on petition for construction of
proposed ditch, estimate benefits of diteh to be $32,109. "Proposed ditch
will be Public Utility and thet construction of seame is practicel for the
following reasons: The land is low and wet."

Apr. 12, 1910
Call for bids on construction of proposed ditech.
Main Ditech:

Approximate length, 14 miles
Depth 3 to 15 feet.
Width, bottom B %
Width, top 11l €0 386 "

Estimated Excavation:
Main Ditch 227,677 cubic yards
Branch # 1 1,327 " "
Branech # 2 lyarl = ”
Total 230,375 . "

Estimated cost of construction - $23,352,59
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Mey 7, 1910

Contract let with Healey Plumbing and Heating Compeny, & corporation
St. Paul, Minn., Consideration 12¢ per cubic yard. Work to commence not
later then June 1910 and completed not later than November 1911.

The Healey Plumbing and Heating Company sublet their contract to the
Foley and Gleason Company, who did the actual construction.

The actual cost of constructing County Diteh # 14 was in the neighbor-
hood of $35,000. For some reason unbeknown to me the ditch was not constructed
as prayed for in the petition, instead of following the general course of
Sendy River as originally planned, the course of the ditch weas altered from
the center of Section 23, instead of following the river from this point
westward, a northwesterly course was teken over the township and terminating
in that creek thet flows southward out of Lake Minnewawa and now knows &s
Wood's Creek, which creek flows into Sendy REiver at & point five or six miles
north of the village of McGregor.

County ditch #14 as actually constructed, hugged the west shore line of
thet "unnemed lake" which occupied the greater portion of Section 10 and
the northeast corner of Section 9, which lake, was called Rice Lake by the
netives, from the abundance of Wild Rice that used to grow there prior to
the drainage project. Wild Ducks would flock there by the thousands end
it was a paradise for the duck hunters in the fall of the year.

Around the marshy shore there used to be an extensive crenberry bog
and Mr. Joe Gregory says that with the aid of & cranberry rake he picked
as meny as nine one-hundred pound flour sacks full of berries in a single
daye.

The construction of County diteh #14 all but drained Rice Lake. This
lake, et the present time not much more then & mud hole, is about one-tenth
of its former size; the Wild Mice and cremberries are gone, as well as the
Ducks and the lake has been appropriately rensmed MUD LAKE, which neme it
still bears to this day.

After the completion of county ditch No. 14, agricultural pursuit on
the surrounding meadowlend, was still impractical and thousands upon
thousands of acres of rich fertile lowland continued to lie dormant.

Reelizing the potential farming possibilities in the vast erea of
open meedowland, awaiting additional drainafe to make it ready for the
plow, a further effort was made at drainage in about 1925 or thereabouts,
at which time Sandy River, extending from Grayling on the East, to
"Steemboat Leke" on the West, was further dredged and straightemed, to
facilitate rapid removal of excess water from the melting of heavy winter
snows end torrential rains.
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You may note here that a factor in this later drainage program was the
persuasive influence of the McGregor village banker, Mr. A. G. Rieter,
President of the McGregor State Bank, under whose persuasive influence the
program was carried to ‘completion. Verbose Mr. Rieter, painted glowing
word pictures of the good things to follow in the wake of the dredge,
meadowland, bog and mersh was to blossom forth as en oasis in the desert,
instead of Date Palm wilting in the torrid heat, "our oasis" would consist
of far reaching fields of sun ripened grains of golden wheat, each well
matured sun-ripened head of golden grain, kissing one enother in the
autunn breeze would produce a golden jingle in the pockets of the populace;
Grein Elevators were pictured &s cropping up over night like mushrooms on a
well watered lewn, .

This Pipe Dreem of Mr. A, G, Rieter's, and a pipe dream it was, did not
materialize out of the dredging of Sendy River as anticipated, and the pop-
ulace ewoke to find that their waving fields of grain was still meedowgress
eand with the exception of the drought year of 1934, when thousands of tons
of meadow grass was sold in the stack for any price they would ask, continued
to produce no more than before. Then too they ewoke to the fact that while
they hed provided esdequete Mein dredge ditches, they were sedly in need of
latteral ditches to carry the water directly into the mein ditches, seepage
alone, except from thet lend lieing immedistely e2djecent to the mein ditches
was too slow to insure the seeding of their crop eerly in the spring, which
early seeding was necessary so as to insure early crop maturity before denger
of fell frosts that are wont to occur earlier than was usual on the higher
ground,

The story of the dreinege of McGreger township is a stdry of incomplet-
ness, it is a story of a job only half completed.

The potentiel possibilities of large scale flex and seed potatoesproduction
in this township is grest.

The possibility of adequate drainege during times of highweter, end
irrigetion in the fell or at times of drought, must be considered before
sure-fire results in agriculture cen be assured.

*Both of these conditions I believe can be met; that of rapid drainage,
by the construction of a system of adequate latterals and the removal of the
high dredge-ditch banksand redistributing this materiel upon the lend, thus
allowing the surface water to flow directly off into the diteches, instead
of by seepage alone as it must do now.

The problem of irrigation I believe could be met by utilizing this same
diteh system, by the construction of a series of sluice gates &nd foreing the
water back through them. A possible source of water supply for this purpose
would be the utilization of Sandy Lake, providing the mean elevation mekes
this feasible. As now constructed all 6f our drainage empties into Sandy River
and it in turn into Sandy Lake, this would have to be changed provided we
utilized Sendy Lake as & reservoir for irrigation, end our drainage water
shunted directly into the Mississippi., Thus & higher head of water could be
mainteined in Sendy Lake than the mean elevetion of the township proposed to
be irrigated.




Page 6
Theatre Notes
Greer -
leld=4] -

The construction of & water control system such as outlined above would
certeinly produce the agricultural Utopie pictured by Mr. Rieter.

The fertility of meedowlend soil in this township has many times been
demonstrated by the ebundent crops it can produce uncer fevorable condition
of spring plenting. %The scil is of a peat nature, being about one foot in
depth underleid by & heavier sub-siil. Mr. E. G. Simpson several years ago
planted two acres of potatoes close to the ditch-benk of County diteh No. 14
end at digging time the potatoe digger btrought to the surface over 800 bushels
then, after the digger was through & neighboring fermer who was without e
potatoe erop himself, secured permission to plow this field and in so plowing
salvaged close to 200 bushels of potatoes that the potatce digger missed.

Agriculture as carried on within this township consists principally of
mixed ferming. Dairying is the main source of revenue but turkey raising is
making some headway. Mink raising on a large scale is conducted in the
village of McGregor by Mr, Earl Smith.

The McGregor Creamery has prodiyced in the past year close to a quarter
of & million pounds of Creamery butter, and possibly this much butterfet
reached the merket at Aitkin, Moose Lake and Duluth through the creem buyers.

Clifford Greer
Project 8017
McGregor, Minn.

This Fipe Dreem originates wholly with your reporter.
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THE GREAT FOREST FIRE OF OCTOBER 12, 1918

Thet McGregor village suffered no serious fire losses of life or
property during the great forest fire of October 12, 1918, may be con=
sidered as an act of God. MeGregor villege, situsted in the heart of =
virtuael tinder box awaiting only the ignition spark to set off a pmajor
conflegration - escaped with only minor incidences.

For meny weeks preceding this holocaust not & drop of rain fell
on the surrounding meadows = autumn hed set in and the entire countryside
was as dry as tinder, the leaves had fallen, the uncut grasses dead and
dry, end the peet bogs were bone dry end in a combistible state.

This devastating event occurred at a time when the United otates
was actively engaged in the European struggle to "save democracy."
In search of an expleanation to account for the origin of the enumerable
fires that everywhere sprang forth that day, epparently from out of the
thin air itself, the suggestion of pro-Germen sabotage found fertile
soil in the minds of a populace already keyed to a war-time psychosis.

That McGregor did not suffer more serious demage at that time is
due in a large degree to the following facts:

Preceding the big fire by as much as four weeks, there were three
separate fire sources near MeGregor, all three of which had prior to
October 12, 1918 spreed over the surrounding country side and burned

most of the combustible surface materiel. To combat these sporadic
outbursts, on a number of occessions, the Home Guards were called out
from Aitkin to essist the MeGregor citizems in controlling these fires.

Just prior to the big fire of October 12, it will be noted that
almost the entire countryside surrounding the village had previously
been burned off, to the north, esst and south. McGregor during the big
fire was vulnerable only from the west, as far as surface fires were
concerned. That strip of lend lying between the Northern Pacific
Railway and the stete roed (commonly known as "The Bleck Diemond Trail,"
now designated as U. S. 210), & strip of bog lend less then one-helf
mile wide, was the only ares as yet remaining unburned by the preceding
fires. This strip of tinder-dry bog, during the big blow was the mejor
source of danger to McGregor, except that from flying sparks whipped
from the previously burned peat deposits.

Had this strip of bog beceme ignited during the big blow it is
doubtful whether enough resistance could have been mustered to prevent
a major conflagration in the villege.

This strip of unburned lend extended from McGregor westward ten miles
to Kimberly. During the afternoon of Oct. 12, 1918 & bog fire in the
region north of Kimberly was whipped into flemes which ignited the westerm
end of this strip of land,
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Charles Turner, e pioneer settler living on the north side of the
Northern Pecific Reilway in Sec. 32 of Jevme township, #nd directly
in the path of the onrushing flames from Kimberly, percéived the denger
to his farm home early that efternoon and promptly mustered a fire-
fighting crew. Assisted by buckets of wgter, wet sacks, exes, shovels,
etc. This fire-fighting group efter twelve hours of continuous effort
finally succeeded in setting and controlling a beckfire between the
farm home end the onrushing flsmes in the west. This strategy proved
successful and stopped the Kimberly fire from spreeding eastward to
MeGregor.

The flames of the onrushing fire were whipped by a gale of such
terrific force that at times it was difficult for the fire-fighters to
even stand erect against the force of the wind. The atmosphere was so
heavy with smoke that it was necessary et all times to wear & wet cloth
around the nose and mouth in order to breath at all, and under these «
conditions the tears would streem down cheeks in an endless flood.

During one particulerly herd gust of wind, I observed & fleming
tree top being carried completely across Turner Lake, a distance of
about one-fourth mile. (I was & member of the fire=-fighting orew).

The three fire sources near McGregor were as follows:

1. The high peat banks formed by the dredging of County Diteh
No. 14, in the vicinity of Mud Lake, in Sec. 9 snd 10, Mc'regor twp.
heve, ever since the digging of this big ditch, been a potentiel fire
hazerd to the surrounding country. The ditch bank in that vieinity
had on numerous occessions preceding the 1918 fire been the source
of surface fires. It has been known for the peat in thet vicinity
to become ignited and smolder throughout the winter and wet spring
season md burst forth the following autumn into & surface fire; this
was the case in the fell of 1918.

Several weeks preceding the big fire of Oct. 12 the Mud Lake fire
had spreed over the entire region north of the Northern Pacifie tracks,
East as far as Grayling end west as far as what is now known as State
Highway No., 65 and to the very edge of the village of McGregor.

2. All of that triengular portion of Sec. 25, Jevne twp., bounded
by Stete Highway No. 65, the Soo Line and the township east and west
road between sections 24 and 25, became ignited and the entire area
burned over in September. The fire in this section wes presumed to have
been set from a spark from a Soo Line locomotive. No serious demage
was done by this fire, it was kept under control with assistance of the
Home Guard and was confined to that particuler section with the exception
of numercus outbreaks into section 30 of McGregor township which were
promptly extinguished by the vigilant guerd of the citizens.

The peat deposits in this area continued to smolder, however, and
were a potential source of danger to McGregor from enumerable flying
sparks during the big wind.
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Bordering McGregor on the south and within thet trianguler portion
of ground bounded by the Soo Line on the north, County Dredge Diteh No.
5 on the southeast, and what is now designated Stete Highway No. 65 on the
west, lieing partly in Section 31, McCGregor township end partly in Sec-
tion 6, Speulding township, a peat fire on the ditech benk was discovered
in the summer of 1918 by Rev. Harry Paynter.

The discovery of this peat fire was reported to Sco Line section
foremen, Mr. Joe Gregory, who upon investigetion of the fire found that it
was within Spalding township and being considerable distence from the
railwey, presumed it not to be of resilroed origin, he therefore notified
the Spalding town board of the location of the fire.

On Sept. 24 & 25, fenned by a strong northeast wind, the smoldering
peat on the ditch benk spread into & surfece fire which burned over the
entire area described above.

Three deys later the smoldering remeins of this seme fire, fanned by a
strong southeast wind, jumped over the Soo Line railroad near McGregor and
continued to burn and threatened the entire town of McCregor. Assisted
by Company D of the Home Guerds several d ays of strenuous fighting finally
brought the flames under control without loss of life and only minor pro-
perty demege.

By October 5, 1918, almost all of the area surrounding the village
of McGregor for e considerable distance had been burned over its surface
by the sporsdic outbursts of the three originel fire sources above enumer-
ﬁted ™

It is the consensus of opinion of the residents of McGregor who were
living in the region in 1918, that the source of the fire that swept through
and dev¥asted Lewler, six miles to the Southeast of McGregor, had its origin
in the smoldering peat fires near MeGregor.

This was the condition of McGregor and surrounding teeritory on Oct.
12, 1918 when at about noon of that day a terrific windstorm swept over
the country fromthe northwest - the devastation that followed is a matter
of historye.

Following the greet forest fire of Oect. 12, 1918, alleged respons-
ibility for the fires in this region was charged to be dur to the negli-
gence on the part of the United States Govermnment in the operation of
the reilroads (which were under conscription at the time). Over the
course of the next few years three lawsuits were instituted in Federal
court, The first trial involved the fire c¢laimants versus the Soo Line
Railway Gompeny. The second and third triels, held at Duluth Minnesote
was the cleiments versus the Soo Line, Pine Tree Lumber Company (Warehauser)
and the Northern Pecific Railway Co. In the second end third trial an
attempt was mede to fix the responsibility for the Mud Lake fire on the
Pine Tree Lumber Co., charging that in the burning of the pine tree
slashings on Sec. 9 the defendent permitted the fire to spread to the
diteh bank of county diteh No. 14. The court action cleared Warehauser
of responsibility for the Mud Leke Fire.
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The papers pertaining to the fire cleim of the estete of Carl (Karl)
Koivunen end wife, fire vietims who lost their lives when they sought
refuge in an underground concrete rcot cellar on their farm home located
two miles north of Lawler, Minnesote, and were suffocated, disclose the
following information:

April 7, 1923, a judgement for the emount of the claim was handed down
in Distriet Court, 15th Judicisl district, Aitkin County.

April 17, 1923, 40 % or $1,840 of the claim wes paid.

Private Act No. 326, 74th Congress, epproved August 27, 1935, authorized
payment of balence due claimants on account of fire originating from the
operation of the railroads by the United States Government in the state of
Minnesota on or sbout Octcber 12, 1918,

June 24, 1936 - Notice of above settlement claim.

It wes ruled by the Attorney General that congress in passing the act
authorized payment of only insurable losses that were covered by or could
heve beén covered by a Fire Insurance Policy. Inasmuch as the loss of life
is not covered by & Fire Insurance, even though loss of life occurs in a
building covered by fire insufrence, no payment is mede under the fire
insurence policy for the loss of such life. With this interpretation of
the Act no payments for loss of life have ever been paid the claiments.




Page 1
McGregor Lk Notes
Greer
1-23-41
Re: McGregor and Sandy Lake Kegion History

From files of the Aitkin Independent Age.

February 14th, 1920

School bonds to the value of $25,000 for the purpose of building and
equipping & school house, will be sold upon sealed bids in the village
of McGregor February 27. A mejority of voters of Independent Consoli-
deted School Distriet No. 12 voted to issue the bonds at a special
election held Feb. 6., 77 voted in favor of the measure and 55 against.

February 14, 1920

Holding that impartial judgement is impossible here the Soo Line rail-
road for alleged responsibility for the forest fires that devestated
Northern Minnesote in Oct. 1918, Judge W. S. McClenahan has granted a
chenge of venue from the Aitkin courts to those of Hennepin County.
The suits, which may totel hundreds of thousands of dollars, will be
tried in Minneapolis

February 21, 1920

BATTLE OVER BOND ISSUE AT MCGREGOR
Injunction to prevent sale of bonds for new school obtained from Judge

Alleging that the school board of Independent Consolidated School District

No. 12, have acted without authority in changing the site of the school

house and in preparing to issue $25,000 worth of bonds for the building

and equipping of a new schoolhouse at McGregor. A. C, Meddy, Burt Wurzeberger
end L. A. Zimmermen have obtained an injunction egeinst the school board.

The new site, allege the plaintiffs, is low, undreineble and too close to &
barn which would have to be removed at considerable expense.

April 3rd, 1920

$345,000 FOR AITKIN COUNTY HIGHWAYS!

State Highway #8 (note correct designation is #2) is the Duluth and
Fargo road crossing this county from East to West and connecting with
Carlton and Brainerd. Plans sre out for 22 miles of work on this road
from the Carlton County line to Turner Lake in Jevene township, being the
worst part of this highway across a flat ¢ountry - Let it be kmown that
Aitkin County is & Road building county. (Note, Turner leke in Jevene
township is four miles west of McGregor).

Msy 22, 1920
INDIAN WAR DANCE AT SANDY LAKE REVIVAL OF SENTIMENTS OF THE PAST

Aitkin County history turned beck 50 years for a brief space of time
lest week when the Indien villege et Libby was agein the scene of the
War Dance. Gay ysung braves, beautiful maidens and happy children,
ell care free and indulging in the sports they love, near the peaceful
shores of Sandy Lake,
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December 4, 1920

Another summer resort colony hes been secured for this county through the
sale of over 200 acres of land by Marcus Nelson to a Minneapolis econcern,
who will plat part of it at once. The principle colony will be located
at Bellehorn Bay at Sandy Lake

February 5, 1921

The McGregor school board has let the contraet for their new school
house to Alex Nelson of Perhem. The foundation has been built for
some time and work on the new built for some time and work on the
new building will proceed without delay. The price of the present
part of the building will be $37,900,

March 12, 1921

Fire cases go to Federal Officers - Moose Leke forest fires of 1918
involve about 9,000 separate fire losses.

July 9, 1921

Marcus Nelson - reports having closed the sale of property at Sandy
Lake Highlends at the mouth of Sandy River to George Deusner of

Terre Haute, Indiana. The purpose is to build a summer resort hotel
end Mr. Deusner will put up & 20 room building to begin with. Nebraskea
and Iowa summer colonies have been located in the county for years and
this will mark beginning of the Indiana colony of summer recreation
people.

October 8, 1921
MeGREGOR SCHOOL DEDICATED OCT. 1st
Dedication of the new school building at McGregor took place Oct. 1st
with eppropriete exercises. A program was given on which appeared

Mr. McConnel State Commissioner of Education end Mr, Selke, rural
school inspector,
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Re: McGregor and Sendy Lake Region History
Subject: Indian Uprising of 1898

The following account of the "Indiean Scsre" wes given your reporter
by not one, but meny of the old settlers with little veriation., This
incident is very indelibly stamped on the memory of all the old Italian
settlers who relate it over and over.

Mrs. P. Memmola fixes the time as Oct. 1lst 1898 by the age of her
son who was "just six months old."

In the fall of 1898 the settlers of MeGregor and vacinity were
feeling pretty jittery over the possibility of the Indian trouble at
Walker spreading to the Sandy Lake Tribe of Indians, rumors the Sandy
Laeke Indians were preparing for the war path were spreading thick and fast.

About this time the Indiens et Mille Lacs Lgke were having a big
deance and a large number of the Sandy Lake Tribe were enroute to Mille
Lacs via the old portage trail which leaed from Sandy Leke to Mille Lacs
via Sandy River, Davis, Round, Rock and Portage Leke.

"The Indians did not travel like the Whites, when they traveled they
took their time and feasted as they went along."

One group of Indians hed shot a deer elong the trail near Portage Lake

close to the home of Henry Lampert, an early Homesteader, and were preparing
e feast., Mr., Lempert having previously gone to the hervest fields in N. Dak.
leaving his wife end two small children home alone to manage the homestead.

Mrs. Lempert having heard the shot followed by a series of blood-curdling
Ki Yaas and noise thought she would investigate the commotion, she looked out
of the window upon a scene that mede her blood curdle. There, were the Indian
warriors all decked out in feathers their cheeks painted a vivid hue all
dancing about Ki Yaa'ing, this wes their war dance in preparation for the
coming messacre. '

Snatching her two infents into her arms, leaving all else behind she
dashed for the railroed track a quarter mile to the north, and flagged o
freight train that was coming down the track, the engineer knowing the
passenger train was but e few minutes behind, signaled with his thumb
without stopping, this she interpreted to mean the Indiens were surely on
the war-path and the engineer failed to stop for fear the Indians would
commandeer his train. Clasping a child under each arm she fled in the
direction of the disappearing ceboose, helf rumning, now and then stumbling
over the ties, falling and bruising her flesh she made her way four miles
to the depot at MeGregor, exhausted, battered and bruised she poured out
her story of the war-dance to an excited populace.

The depot agent immediately telephoned the government dam tender at
Sendy Lake for confirmetion, receiving no asnswer - the line was down do to
& storm the night before - he at once wired the informetion to Duluth that
the Indians were on the war path and hed possibly massacred the dam keeper
and cut the wires.
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Authority was wired back to evacuate the settlers on the first train.
This meens of escape was gladly teken adventege of by many of the
Italian settlers.

"Before the train spproached McGregor the conductor passed through
the train warning the pessengers to pull down the shades and lie flat
on their stomechs in the isle."

Mr. J. W. (Jim) Murphy's version of the Indien dences follow:

"You lmow the Ingins had a trail from Sandy Leke to Mille Lacs"
(takes out his large dirty county map and traces the general course of the
trail) "The Injins were heving e big dance at Mille Lacs and when they
hed these dances all the Sandy Leke Injins attended." "They'd be there a
week or longer." When the Indians had a dance at Sandy Lake the Mille
Lacs returned the complement expleained Murphy.

The Indiens always dressed for these occasions by peinting their
cheeks end some of them wore colored feathers.

"I've went to a hundred of these D-m dances, I've heerd em High Yeah
till I got d - m sick and tired of it."

"They had several kinds of dences but most of them were called
medicine dences; eat these medicine dences the big chiefs would get up
and make a speech, telling of their big deeds = how many white men they

had killed, etc. Then another group would get up and talk on medicine."

"Before these dances they beat the big drum eight days end nights,
never stopped, that was to call the great Manito their God."

It wes on the occasion of one of these dances being staged et Mille
Lacs Leke that Mrs. Lampert sew the Sandy Lake Indiens steging their
war dance.

"These lumber-jacks used to scare these G - d d - m Italians to
death - telling them the Indians were coming."

The account of one story coming into McCGregor at about the same time
Mrs. Lempert arrived and which helped to give credence to her story follows
verbatim (By J. E. Murphy).

"The fall that heppened it was hunting time, there was no law on
deer whatsoever." "There were two hunters cemped on the banks of Prairie
River about three miles from the mouth."

There was a man came along, a sort of foolish fellow, one you could
tell almost anything end he'd believe it, he was coming to MeGregor when
he happened to come to where thesetwo hunters were tented in the morning,
this guy asked where did you come from? As a joke they said Leach Lake
- which was a dem lie. They had just killed e deer and their hands were
covered with b lood. They were two d - m jokers! They told this man
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they were getting away from the Leach Lake Indians. He asked: Whet are
you doing with all that blood on your shirt sleeves? They tocld him some
of the Leach Lake Indians had come down to Sandy Lake and now the Sandy
Leke Indians were on the war path too. The dammedest lie ever told,
something like these Paul “unyon stories! This blood on their hands
they told this geek - we just killed two Indians and throwed em in that
brook - the sons of b= We're going to Temereck as fast as we kin.

"This guy ceme to MclUregor and told the story of the Sandy Lake
Indiens being on the war path,"
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Source: Files of the Aitkin Independent Age

FIRE IN MEADOWLAND SPREADS
July 27, 1918

"¥ * * the fire is typical of many fires reported from different
directions, due either from sparks from engines or to spontaneous com-
bustion in the bogs."

COMPANY D ORDERED TO MCGREGOR BY ADJUTANT GENERAL TO ASSIST CITIZENS
Sept, 28, 1918

An order was received here at about noon yesterday f rom the
Adjutent Generel's Office, for Compeny D of the Home Guards to go
to MeGregor to assist citizens of that villege to fight a bog fire
which was threatening the entire town. The motor corps was at once
called out and the members of the guard conveyed to McGregor in com-
pliance with t he order. Additionel members of the guard went to McGregor
on the afternoon passenger train on the Northern Pecific.

MCGREGOR FIRES UNDER CONTROL
Oct, 5, 1918
LOCAL FIRES HAVE THEIR SOURCE IN THE PEAT BOGS - FANNED INTO FIRE BY
HIGH WINDS

Unless the wind turns, the town of McGregor is no longer in denger
of being destroyed by the fires which have been sweeping over the hay
fields in that vieinity, sccording to reports of the fire fighters there.
The fires, which have their source were fanned into flames by recent high
winds sweeping over more than 1,000 acres of hay land in the neighboring
country. Two residences in urayling (4 miles east of McUregor) have
burned to the ground before aid could reech them. The tracks of the Soo
Line were eaten away by fire, preventing trains from coming through.

MCGREGOR FIRE UNDER CONTROL, CONT.

On Fridey noon the home guerds were called out, and remained at work
until Saturday night. Cept. Frank Erickson put the fire fighters in charge
of Marcus Nelson of Tamarack who immediately called his employees into action,
Five hay bailers were obtained to pitch the hay indenger onto "ricks" which
carried it out of the fire zone, A tractor brought to the roed hear section
30 dug & trench of fresh plowed ground between the town of McGregor and the
fire. A wind blowing from the South eggravated the fire anew on Tuesday and
the guerdsmen were again ecalled out warned to be prepared to remain two days.

Although no lives have been lost, many of the fire fighters have been
severely burned. C. J. Kirsch of McGregor who has been beating back the
flames since Thursday, came suddenly upon a patch of bumning hey from which
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the flames were sweeping directly towards the town from a point very mnear it,
Heving no implements at hand et the moment and realizing that e few minutes
delay would give the fire hesdway into the town, Mr., Kirsch threw himself
upon the patch of flames and rolled through the fire, over the ground, until
he hed extinguished it. He sustained no severe burns except those to an eye
in which the fire ate away the lining and reach the ball.
TWO AITKIN COUNTY TOWNS DESTROYED LAST SATURDAY
Forest fires of wide extent wipe out Bain and Lewler on Soo Line,
Threaten meny other points, village of Aitkin included
1OSS OF LIFE IN COUNTY ABOUT TWELVE
ADJUTANT GENERAL RHINOW ORDERS MANY HOME GUARD UNITS TO AITKIN TO
ASSIST CITIZENS IN FIGHTING FIRES HERE AND IN VICINITY
GUARDS UNDER COMMAND OF MAJ. CHASE
Oet. 19, 1918

Two towns, Bain end Lewler in Aitkin County, have been destroyed by
fire, which swept over the Northeastern part of Minnesote last Saturday,

although forest fires and bog fires have been burning in the county, few
people realized the danger to their homes that morning. But a terrific
windstorm came up about noon, end at two o'eclock Bein was utterly destroyed.
Many people who hed gone to Palisade for the Red Cross dinner and Liberty Day
celegration here, rushed home in their cars - some of them finding no homes

to go back to,.

At Lewler the fire broke out somewhat later in the afternoon. Men had
been going out from there into the country to get farmers who were in danger
into town, end many of them lost their own homes in their efforts to seve
others, Train No. 188-189, which was at Riverton, was rodered to Lawler at
five o'clock; it was seven before they could get there, and then the town
was gone; -but only three lives were lost in the village. There was a
greater loss of lives in the farm homes in the Vicinity for there were no
place of safety for the refugees. The Hotel, the schoolhouse and ten res-
idences and a store were standing at Lawler. Automba in Carlton County has
been entirely lost and twenty-two people burned to death. The bruning of the
bridges between there and Lewler mede it impossible for the train to reach
the town and the only shelter that could be found was an open meedow. The
station agent, staying by the wires es long as he dared, finelly saved
himself by jumping into a well. Tamarack was surrounded by fire, and it
crept up to the very edge of town but there was no loss.

Refugees from Lewler were brought into Aitkin late Saturday night
end cered for here until they could go back. Supplys from the Red Cross
were sent us, and Momdey a car of food end clothing from Minneapolis was




Page 3

McGregor Lk Notes
Greer

1-23-41

received here and taken on the special trein to Lawler and Automba.
Lawler is under military law now; cemps are being built, homes are
being erected anew, and little houses being built there and sent to
Automba on flat cers. The 8oo line up to Duluth is running on schedule
again; telegraph connections are possible; people are going back and
beginning over again. Meanwhile Aitkin hes teken on a very militery
aspect, with its 250 soldiers, who have been sent up to fight the fires
in the vicinity. Every meens of preventing further disasters has been
taken.

CLOTHES BURNED BUT MAN CRAWLS TO SAFETY
Oct. 19, 1918

Crawling on hends and knees a distance of four miles along the
railroad track, his clothing burned off his back, his body burned and
seared by flames and his mind almost crazed by the sight of death of
both parents in the flames, Robert Kratari, of Automba, succeeded at
last in reeching Lawler and safety. When the fire ceme upon them
Kratari eand his mother wrapped themselves in blankets and crouching
close to the ground, started up the reilroad track toward Lewler.
John Kratari, the father, wes to weak to follow them, and when he
cried out at the approach of the fire, the mother straightened up, and
in a moment, she,too, was enveloped by the flames. Robert Kratari
crept on. ‘hen he was found at Lawler he was ill, bewildered, inco=
herent.

COUNTY IS UNDER MARTIAL RULE
Octo 19' 1918

In what years ago was the "parlor" of the old Willard Hotels now
loceted headquarters of the Military Mechine which hes underteken to
fight the fire menace in Aitkin County and adjoining communities. The
campaign egainst the fire demon is being directed from there. Home
Guard units from Minneapolis, Anoka, Osseo, Foley, St. Cloud:-end other
points have been ordered here by Adjuteant General Rhinow after consul-
tation with Governor Purnquist, and by Wednesday evening headquerters
was running smoothly and efficiently.

MOOSE LAKE, MINN,., OCT., 17

Fires are reging anew in Aitkin, Selona, Lawler, McGrath, Mc@Gregor,
Isle and other towns within e 60 mile readius of Moose Lake. Fanned by a
wind of high velocity the flames are roaring through pine forests and
settlements previously untouched end indications are scores more mey lose
their lives and their belongings. Home Guards, led by state forestry
officials, are bettling desperately the rush of fire.

Fire fighters were driven back a few miles from Lawler by a solid
sheet of fleme foun miles wide, and fire 12 miles in width wes steadily
advancing on McGrath, White Pine and Solona, 25 miles west of here.
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Adjuteant Generel Ehinow and 100 men in #utos of the Motor Corps
have gone to Lawler. Two Hundred additional guards arrived here in a
special trein, and one hundred of them are to be sent to the Lawler
region as soon as motors are available., In cne of the first autos to
leave for Lewler was Governor Burnquist.

RED CROSS & COUNTY UNITE IN EFFORTS TO GIVE TEMPORARY & PERMANENT RELIEF

0CT. 19, 1918

Meny of the refugees went back to Lawler on Sunday end Mondey. On
Wednesday the town was put under Martial Kule and is rapidly being rebuilt.

(At a Citizens Meeting, held at the court house, #ct. 16th), Ur.
C. H, Werner, urged that a strong organization be effected at once to
cooperate with he Red Cross and:-ask the County Commissioners to appropriate
$10,000, for temporary relief. Mr. Warner requested another committee be
appointed to inquire into the extent of the loss, list of suffers and aid
required. Thet a third committee, with the cheirmen of the Aitkin chapter
of the Red Cross as & member, be appointed to administer permenent relief.

Suggestions adopted by the meeting and on Tuesdey morning, by
unenimous vote of the county commissioners the funds of $10,000 was
appropriated.

Oct. 26, 1918

Acting upon the authority conferred upon them by the citizens
meeting held at the court house on the 16th inst. the committeé
appointed to make & survey of the fire loss in Aitkin county com-
posed of (five leading citizens ).

Beginning in the town of Salo in which the town of Lawler is located,
outside of the village they found 22 settlers who had lost practically all
they possessed.
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Re: McGregor and Sendy Lake Region History

MCGREGOR COMMUNICATIONS

MoGregor receives excellent postal service. Served by six incoming and
five outgoing mail trains daily. The McCregor postoffice serves the
inland postoffices of Libby on the north and East Lake to the South, with
daily Lock Pouch service. One rural route, with tri-weekly service, and
three Star Routes supply deily free delivery service to an srea of over
200 square miles., >

MeGregor is served by Western Union and Postal Telegraph.
McGregor has modern dial telephone service, servicing the Sandy Leke
resort area without extra toll. Connections with Bell to ell parts of

the world.

TRANSPORTATION

MeGregor has a close connection with the rest of the country through its
transportation facilities. The Northern Pacific Lines pass through
MeGregor on its deily run from Duluth to Fargo, N. Dak. and points West,
The Soo Line passes through McGregor on its daily run from Duluth to Thief
River Falls via Moose Leke. Other passenger traffic is serviced by North-

land Greyhound Bus Lines, two incoming and two outgoing busses daily.
Freight service is adequately provided by the Northern Pacific and Soo
Railway lines. Door to door truck service is provided daily by Schmidt
Trensportation Co. 0. L. Johnson provides daily truck service to Duluth
and semi-weekly service to the Twin Cities.
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Re: McGregor and Sandy Lake Region History
Subject: McGregor Publie Utilities
Authority: Myron R, Allen, Commercial Menager

GENERAL MINNESOTA UTILITIES COMPANY commenced business in 1930, pur-
chasing smell isoleted and loeal plants in MeGregor and Temarack, Remer,
Cromwell, Kettle River, and Blackduck, joining these towns and thereby
giving them service from one trensmission high line. Many of these local-
ities were receiving only part time service so, by interconnecting, 24
hour service was rendered.

At the present time the company serves the greater part of Aitkin
County end part of Carlton County. Remer, located in Cass County, is
also furnished service by the company and an emergency power plant of
225 HP capacity is located there to boost whenever the load warrants.

The towns served by the McGregor power plant ere: XSemer, Hill City,
Swatara, Shovel Leke, Bain, Palisade, McGregor, Temerack, Wright, Cromwell,
Kettle River, Autombe, Lawler, East Lake and McGrath. Besides these
communities, service is furnished to over 400 farms lying adjacent to
these towns and also numerous summer resorts around Sandy Lake and the
west side of Lake Minnewawa,

The Blackduck Division comprises the following:towns:

Bleckduck, Northome, Mizpah, Tenstrike, Hines, Funkley, These
localities are supplied by the power house located at Blackducl.

Power is manufectured by Felrbanks Morse Diesel engines. The
capacity of the McGregor plant is 700 HP; the Remer plant 225 HP;
the Blackduck plant 400 HP, making a total system capacity of approx-
imately 1,325 HP.

Division offices are located at Hill City, Blackduck and McGregor.
Main office located at Pine City, Minnesota.




Pege 1

MeGregor Lk Notes
Greer

1-23-41

To: Mr, Mecy
From: Clifford Greer
Source: A. M. Heyes, Judge of FProbete,
Mrs. Frank Ferlita, typesetter for A. H. Carlisle

MCGREGOR NEWS PAPER HISTORY

In the summer of 1920, Mr, E. B, Lindsley established a print shop in
MeGregor village. Publication of & weelkly newspaper known as the "PILOT®
continued for a period of one year with Mr. E. B. Lindsley as editor and
publisher.,

Mr. A. M. Hayes succeeded Mr., Lindsley as publisher of the "PILOT"
until the spring of 1922 when the "PILOT" was purchesed by Mr. M. H. Galer.
Mr. Galer continued publication of the "PILOT" until the fall of 1923 when
financial reverses foreed him to discontinue publication of the "PIIOT" at

MeGregor.

MeGregor was without a newspaper from the fall of 1923 until September
1925,

In September 1925, Mr, A. H. Carlisle established a print shop in the
McGregor village hall. Publication of a weekly newspaper known as the
"PILOT REVIEW" continued under the editorship of Mr. Carlisle until Deec. 8,
1930, on which date Mr. Carlisle died suddenly after a short illmess.

In Januery 1921 Mr. V. J. (Red) Stefflre purchased from the Carlisle
estate the complete plent and after moving the equipment to a new location
on Maddy Street resumed publicaetion of the "PIIOT REVIEW."

The PILOT REVIEW suspended publication in the summer of 1934.
MceGregor has been without & newspaper or printing establishment since that
date,
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SOURCE: Minutes of the Village Council

Deec. 7, 1920

Motion carried to grant 20 year franchise to the Pioneer Co-cperative
Telephone Company.

Dec. 6, 1922

Motion carried to call a special election on Dec, 20, 1922 to bote on the
proposition: Shall the village issue bonds in the amount of $1800 to purchase
and erect a municipal light plant.

Dec. 20, 1922

Special election held to vote on the municipel light plant. Result of
election: 40 ballots cast - 30 ageinst the proposition end 10 in fevor,

July 5, 1927*

Motion carried to heve blue prints of the villege made and have State
road #5 (Maddy street) as Centrasl avenue end heve avenues run north snd south
and streets east and west.

A perusal of the Minute book of the McGregor village council, up to and
ineluding July 25, 1929, sheds no further light on the outcome of this motion ,
however, I have been told by many of the citizens of McGregor ineluding Mr.

O. L. Johnson, Byron Maddy, E. 0. Bachlor et al, that pursuant to this motion
the village, at considerable expense, hired the County Surveyor to resurvey
and make a plet of the village, changing the streets and avenues as above.

The outcome of this effort being that the Register of Deeds refused to record
this new plat because of the fact that it econflicted with the Metes and Boumds
diseription of many of the deeds alreedy on file,.

Outside of the three orginal plets, Dominico Cusciotto, H. J. Newell,
and Rodenburg's, most, of all, of the land discription hes been by Metes and
Bounds (many of the old timers here use the expression " Leaps and Bounds").

After completion of the new plat of the village, pendemonium reigned Eest
of Maddy street, where heretofore residents were living in comparative security
on their "own" lot they ewoke to find thet by this new plat their "own" lot
belonged to their neighbor, or in some cases, the house wes on one lot, the
out-house on another and possibly the garage half way in the street. Meny
of those adversely effected charged the county surveyor who made the new plat,
was "blind in one eye and couldn't see out of the other," "he should have
retired 40 years ago," etec.

Only a very few of the residents interviewed admitted the possibility
that ther error between the new survey and the old might heve had its begin-
ning in the orginal "Clothesline Survey" of Mr. C. A. Maddy.

Mr. Geo. W, Dodge, ® pioneer resident, states that he platted the first
plet in MeGregor in the late '90s (H. J. Newell Add.), Jacob Leighty was next
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o the east, platting & piece on the west line of the NWg of NEf of Sec. 3l.
The platting of real estate had lucretive possibilities, so it seemed to Mr.
€. A. Maddy, who was an enterprising pioneer land owner, thus was developed
& new technigue in surveying, known at the "Clothline Survey."

* The employment of a surveyor with & transit and attendent paraphe-
nalia was a costly proceeding for such a simple thing es measuring out a piece
of lend, and then too, the lots wouldn't bring any more money, thus pondered
Mr, Maddy, until he hit on the idea of doing the platting himself. As long
as he had a point of beginning, and wasn't that old post out there in the bog
8 government quarter post - what of it if some said it was only the post from
which an early pioneer tethered his cow, everyone knows the corner is right
there. Thus with the aid of a clothline that sufficed for a surveyor!s chain,
streets were laid out and McGregor grew and grew in the late 'SO0s.

"Note - The avove is youf reporter's version of the "clothesline" survey
and while the details are not absolutely guaranteed it is the impression I got
from interviewing some of the pioneers, including My, Byron Meddy, son of
C. A. Maddy, diceased.

June 5, 1928

Motion carried to have the County engineer survey the sidewalks,
starting at the N. P. Depot thence south on West side of Maddy street to
Soo Depot. Thence on East side of Maddy Street from the White Begle 0il
station to Peterson's southwest sorner.

Nov. 13, 1928
Motion carried to accept Franchise as drawn up by and between Isador

Iverson end the village of Mc@Gregor to supply light end power to the village.
Also to eccept agreement to furnish street lights.

(Enown as The McGregor Power and Light Company)
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The following article I have condensed from the files of the Aitkin Age.
Daged Dec. 29, 1883.

RATILROADS COME TO AITKIN IN 1870

The greetest of modern civilizers is the railroad. The greatest rail-
road in the world, which hes opened up more formerly inaccessible territory
to civilization and commerce, which without it would have remained forever
locked in the bosom of the wilderness, is the Northern Pacific.

In 1869 when this now great enterprise was as yet almost mythical and
when as yet but a few spadesful of earth had been thrown in its construction
any one who had faith in kts ultimate destiny end put money into it was re=-
garded almost as a lunatic, Later, in 1873, when the father of the enterprise,
Jay Cook, failed it was looked upon es a dead thing which, in spite of the fact
that it had alreedy peopled five hundred miles of splendid country, would never
reach the coast.

This great scheme of connecting leke and ocean, from Superior to Puget
Sound was, as has been s tated, begun to be put in operation in the summer of
1869. At that time all of Minnesota north of St. Cloud, on the Mississippi,
was only traversed by traders or Indians and had not e village of 500 people
in all its vast expanse. The great father of waters went then, as it does
now "unvexed to the sea," but sll navigation had ever done sbove St. Paul
towards developing and settling the territory adjacent was very little indeed.
The building of the Nofthern Pacific, however, passing as it did right through
the heart of the finest pine forests of the state, opened up many lumbering
regions hitherto inaccessible and built e number of thriving lumbering towns.

A TIMBERED WILDERNESS

It is a region, in the main, unfit for agricultural purposes, end yet
rich in its wealth of timber and invaluable as the reservoir from which the
great river receives and must continue to find its great water supply. It
is in the main impassible and impenetrable for teams during the summer months,
and can only be made accessible during that season at a great expemnse by the
construction of artifieial roads. Into the heart of this vest regilon the
great river penetrates, and for a distance of one hundred and sixty miles
above Aitkin there is a navigable stage of water during the summer, and a
line of stesmers has been in operation ever since the completion of the
reilroed to this point,

" The first link of the greét railway from the head of the lakes reached
Aitkin in December 1870. The Northern Pacific was originelly built from the
Great Lakes west and not from St, Paul,.

CITY OF AITKIN MAKES SECOND TRIP
(May 1883)

The Steemer City of Aitkin, made its second trip in good time, leaving
Aitkin Tuesday noon, May 8th, It made the round trip to Grand Rapids and
return in just four days, arriving at our landing on Saturday noon, the 12th.
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THIRTY MILE LOG JAM
(JUNE 9th, 1883)

The steamer, City of Aitkin, left our lending on Tuesday, June 5th, at
one P. M., but it will have, it is feared, a very tedious trip as there are
some thirty miles of log jams reported between this point and Grand Rapids.
A large number of passengers, however, who have been waiting for a number of
days heiled her departure even under these surcimstances as a move in the
right direction. Her return is a matter that no fellow can foretell,

NEW BOAT ARRIVES
(July 21, 1883)

The steemer Lottie Lee, owned by Brainerd parties, ceme up from that
place Wednesday evening and will earry freight from Aitkin to Grand Rapids.

LOW WATER STEAMBOATING
(Aug. 25, 1883)

The Steamer Fawn under command of Capt. Fred Bonnas, left Aitkin on
Wednesdey morning for Grand Rapids with thirty tons of freight and a good
passenger load, Fred says that if the boat holds together he will make the
trip if he has to dig his own channel,

GOING TO THE WOODS
(Dec. 8th, 1883)

There has been a regular carravan of teams the pest week, setting out for
the wood ebove here and the hotels have been literally crowded to suffocation.
Tuesday and Wednesday were the big days and a stranger would naturally have
thought that a hostilecarmy had mede this a point of rendezvous and were about
to relly forth to conquer the world. The men were & hardy, healthy looking set
and will create havoc with the forests this winter as well as at the mess. The
Age here lists by name twelve seperate outfits as sending "parties above."

FLEET OF RIVER BOATS
(December 29, 1883)

At present there is engaged in the river trade the two Steamers, City
of Aitkin and Fawn, owned end run by Capt. Geo., Houghton, and which most of
the season are occupied in the trade between Aitkin and Grand Rapids, at the
foot of Pokegama Falls, and all intermediate points.

In addition to these two boats Mr, E. B. Lowell, in conjunetion with

e Minneapolis party, has begun the construction of 2 first class freight and
passenger boat which he will have ready for the spring trade. This boat will

be equal in every respect to the finest packet on the lower tiver. It will be
130 feet long end 32 foot beam, will be provided with two engines with each a
twelve inch cylinder and a six foot stroke, which will give it all the power
necessary for the most difficult and swiftest water., It will be a stern wheeler,
will draw ten inches of water and will have a capacity of 175 bons of freight.
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It will be surmounted with a cabin 80 feet in length with a row of
state rooms on each side and will be fitted up in first-class style throughout,

The eddition of this boat to our fleet will enable everyone who does
business at sny point above here, within striking distance of the river, to
receive freight or to arrive or depart almost daily by as comfortsble and
speedy a means of transit as could be desired, and will stimulate the
settlement of the rich valley of the Mississippi already spoken of.

This boat wes christened the Andy Gibson, in honor I've been told,
of the carpenter who built it.

FROM THE FILES OF THE AITKIN AGE

Despoilers of the Pine
(Mar. 8, 1884)

The Minneapolis Journal says that indicetions warrant an estimate of
240,000,000, feet from the Mississippi lumber cut this season. This will
be & large increase over the cut of last year,

Steemer Andy Gibson Sets Record
(July 4, 1885)

And now it is the Andy Gibson that comes to the front with the quickest
round trip ever made between Aitkin and Grand Repids.

Leaving her doek on Tuesday June 30, st 11 2. m., the Andy Gibson made
the round trip between Aitkin end Grend Rapids in thirty-seven hours, reaching
Aitkin on her return at 1:00 2a. m., on July 2nd. This beats all previous
records by a number of hours,

BIG LOG HAULING
(Mar. 23, 1889)

Rodger Bros. are still heuling, and will continue as long as there
is any snow. They have banked 8,000,000 fully as many as they expected to
get when they commenced.

BANKED THIRTEEN MILLION

Miller and Kennedy broke camp on Wednesday, March 13, - They have banked
thirteen million, and are quite well satisfied with their short winter's work.

45 CARS OF EQUIPMENT FOR LOGGING CAMPS
(Dec. 2nd 1889)

There has been a little stir among the lumbermen this week; since
Nov. 28th, 28 cars of stock and seventeen cars of hay end feed have been
received here, Miller and McKinney brought in 70 head of horses.
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Re: Your letter dated Sept. 16, 1940, in which ycu request certain specifiec
information,

1. Are beever still to be found in the McGregor Lake region?

My informetion, received from meny of the early lumbermen, is that beaver .in
the McGregor Leke region were extinct or non-existent during the lumbering period,
however, evidence of their previous existence was epparent along the lekes end
streems in the form of old beaver dems end popler cuttings.

None of the pioneers interviewed had seen & beaver in this region until recent
yeers. At the present time beaver are to be found in most of the lekes and streems
in this region end seem to be multiplying rapidly. Large colonies are to be found
in Prairie River end its tributeries, Rice River, Rock Lake and numerous other lakes
end streems. It is not uncommon to see them working in the ditches elong the side
roeds. Your reporter sat in his car on the township roed leading northigsg- from
highway U. S, No. 210 between sections 28 & 29 in MdGregor township and watched them
busily et work meking & dem across the ditch. Authorities on the subject usually
oredit this industrious little worker es being shy, and working only at night, that
being the case, the beaver in this region must be edapting themselves to the march
of civilization, for they show little cocern in the approach of en automobile, but
continue on there work until the motorist esttempts to get out of his car in order
to get & closer view, when with a loud resounding slap of their broed flat teil they
dive beneath the weater, not to r eturn until the intruder is gone. ‘

In the past few years some damage has resulted by the beaver dams raising
the water level and flooding some areas of ferm and timber lemd, in which cese
when the compleint reaches the Stete Dept. of Conservation, the locel geme warden
is given the suthority to dynemite the dams, if after successive blastings the
beaver still persist in rebuilding them, they are trapped end removed. This was
the case seversl years ego in Turner Lake (located four miles west of MeGregor
on Highwaey U. S§. No, 210).

Beaver have for meny years been protected by state law. Last year (spring)
open season with certain restrictions wes declared; full informetion on this cen
be secured from the State Dept. of Conservetion, Division of Geame end Fish.

You mey note here that the return of the beaver to this region has been in the
past ten (10) years,

2, Page 5, Paragraph 6, of research report of Sept. 9, 1940.
The spelling of the words "Jale", "Sell," "To gather," and "A cross" ere
teken from the orginal record. That portiomn of the paragreph in quotes as to

phraseology end spelling is teken from the record verbetim.

As to the full correet name of the County Surveyor "Ohare," I will secure
thet informetion from the court house records at the first opportunity.

3. Ref: "CREX GRASSLANDS"

Source: Mr. Elmer T. Strom, foremen for the Crex Carpet Compeny, from 1918
to time of liquidetion.
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In the spring, of the year 1900, the American Grass Twine Company, with head-
quarters in New York City, New York, commenced building upon, end developing =&
four thousend and forty (4040), ecre tract of meadowlend, situeted two miles west
of the present village of McGregor and extendipg south from the Northern Pacific
tracks in Jevene (48-24) township to Rice river in Davidson (47 N - 23 W) township.

Meny buildings were constructed on the south side of the Northern Pacific
tracks in Sec., 34, Town 48N, Renge 24 W, smong these being a foreman's dwelling
a large barn, cock and bunk house, blscksmith shop end & large warehouse paral-
leling the N. P. siding.

Production of wire gress commenced in the summer of 1500,

Peak production was reached in the yeer 1910 in which year close to three
thousend (3000) tons of wire grass wes harvested, baled and shipped to St. Paul,
Minn,

No finished greass products were produced at this camp.

During peak production employment wes furnished to over 200 men. Employment
roles were filled as far as possible from within the county. Average paid weges
were $2 per day. Aversge employment for the entire season over 100 men,

The harvesting of wire grass continued by hand methods until the development
of the "Mechanical Turning Device." Previous to the development of this labour
saving device, the grass was cut entirely by mowers drewn by a team of horses
wearing "Bog Shoes," after being cut for & day the grass was turned over by hand
to facilitate drying, then when cured, the grass was "glesned" into bundles and
tied with & hendfull of wire gress or as in later years “"Grass Twine."

The invention of the turning device was the biggest factor in the reduction
of man power in the harvesting of wire grass. One man operating a tractor drawn
grein binder equipped with this device, supplimented 75 men and eight teeams of
horses.

This device was mode to attach to a common grein binder from which the grain
tieing mechanism was removed; one of these binders so equipped could cut the
grass, then orient it 90 degrees (hence the name "turning device") end lay it back
on the stubble in a row with the butts of the grass all even, where it remained
until cured, then it was "gleaned" and tied into bundles by hand.

Then the autometic gleaner was developed, this was s device that straddled
the row of cured wire grass and picked it up and automatically tied it into
bundles, this device practically eliminated hand gleaning.

In 1914 the AMERICAN GRASS TWINE COMPANY recapitalized for $5,000,000,
incorporated under the laws of Deleware and changed their firm neme to the
CREX CARPET COMPANY.

After the peek year of 1910, production held steedy for a number of years
until 1925,
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The Japanese becemé interested in the production of grass rugs end in
the year of 1925 they sent & delegation to the U. S. to study our production
methods, this resulted in strong Japenese competition commencing in 1926.

In the face of this new foreign competition plus the high land texes
($1.00) per acre, the production of ‘wire grass products steadily declined
until 1936 when only a few tons of grass wes produced.

In order to reduce its large holdings the Crex Carpet Compeny, in ebout
1937 went into voluntery benkruptey, at which stetus it still stands. Since
that time most of the originel buildings have been rezed end sold.
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Ref: Letter dated Oct. 29, 1940 and Nov. 20, 1940.
Subjeet: McGregor History.

The information requested in your letter dated Oct. 29, 1940, in the
order asked:

l, See research report of Nov. 13, 1940, Theday I interviewed MNr.
Randa I also called on Mr. John Field and as the day was drawing to a
close and “r, Field had not as yet returned from a trip into the woods, I
left with the lady of tho house a biographical questionaire with instruec-
tions to mail same to me. Thus far I have not received it; as soon as
the roads in that region are again passable I will pick up the additional
information. ;

2. Was there a marble quarry at McGregor around 1870? In conducting
my interviews with the pioneers and other history sources I have always
tried to be on the alert to detect just such information as this. If a
quarry ever existed in this region I have been unable to discover any clue
as to its existence.

I would infer from the fact that you asked this specific question that
you must have some clue to the existence of this supposed gquarry. The oldest
pioneers here all diseredit the theory of a quarry ever existing here.

Unless you have information to the contrary, I would think that the
geology of this region would almost preclude the possibility of a marble
quarry, having existed here. As I remember my mineralogy, marble deposits
have their origin in calcareous fossil beds, thus forming limestone, this
limestone under pressure and heat undergoes a metamorphic change producing
erystalized calcium carbonate or as commonly known MARBLE. I know of no
limestone deposits near McGregor.

3+ For an account of the Sandy River Lumber Co. see research report
dated Nov. 22, 1940.

The period of lumbering around Sandy Lake, Sandy River and McGregor
covers a period of sixty=-six (66) years, commencing with the Libbys in
1850, reached a peak in the 1890's, and declined to 1916 with the Pine
Tree Lumber Company completing their operations in that year in section
9-10, McGregor townshipe.

The gathering of definitef acts on this phase of our history has
been a constant headache to your reporter. Rarely indeed does an inter-
view ever disclose a general picture of any one phase of our history,
their accounts are usually filled with inaccuracys and exaggerations
even within their own limited sphere of activity, so most of these accounts
to be of any historical value, must be analyzed and further confirmed befare
a fairly accurate picture can be drawn from them. The volumes of notes I
have in my file on this subject will be submitted "as is" this week for

your approval, however, I had hoped to see you personally before submitting
SalN6e
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Reference: Inter-office Memorandum dated Nov. 20, 1940

l. The site that was finally selected for the MoGregor schoolhouse was
the same site that was described in the injunction suit as "low, undrainable
and too close to a barn."

Mr. Oscar L. Johnson was at that time a member of the school board and
he states: This was a temporary injunction, after a period of time the case
was heard in court, was taken under advisement by the judge and finally
throwm out of court, when the building continued as originally planned.
Commenting on the reason for the injunction he states; "in every community
there are certain elements who are supposed to advancement and MeGregor is
no exception." '

3. For some reason Marcus Nelson did not go through with the proposed
twenty room structure at Sandy Lake highlands,

4, The Hesper J. Newell plat within the corporate limits of the village
of McGregor is the only tract ever to be platted on the north side of the
Northern Pacific Railway within the willage, it was the first tract to be
platted in McGregor. The construction of the Soo line in about 1909 cut
diagonally across this plat, that portion of this traet lying on the south
side of the Soo Line has never been improved. The streets have long been
laid out in that portion of this tract that lies in the north angle formed
by the two railroads. No street markers were ever erected at the street
intersections, and while the names of the streets are known, it is not
commonly kmown which street is which. In interviewing Mr., J. T. Bailey
who lives on the cormer of Newell Ave. and State Hye. 65, I enquired of him
the name of the street in front of his house, he thought it was Newell Ave,
while his wife was positive it was Hesper Ave,

8. With reference to the wild rice harvest the information I wished
to convey was the fact that there is approximately ten white men to every
Indian engaged in the harvest. The Indians here strongly resent this
invasion into what they consider there exclusive property.

Questions No. 2, 5, 6, 7 and 9 will be handled as the wvarious authori-
ties are consulted.

The extent of the bulk petroleum products business here, organization
of the McGregor State Bank, the McGregor hospital, our present consolidated
school system, the MeGregor public library, etc. are points I would like to
discuss with you personally at your next visit to MeGregore. If you will
advise me as to the time you expect to arrive I will arrange my itinerary
so as to be in the offices

On Saturday preceeding the big blizzard, I was in tho region of the
Govermment Dam at Libby trying to contact Mr, Chas. Wakefield, a relative
of the Libbys and Wakefields. While there I uncovered a valuable source
of information in the form of the daily record kept by the Dam Tender at
the Libby Dam, besides meteorlogic information there has been a daily
record kept of all logs, ties, etec. sluiced through the dam from Sandy
Lake into the Mississippi as well as a record of all boats locked through,
these records go back to the first government dam which was built in about
1891, these records are contained in abobt a dozen legers now in possessim

of My, Henry Dart, the present dam tender,
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Mr. Dart states that these records are the property of the War Depart-
ment and before he could disclose their contents permission would have to
be obtained in the form of a letter from his superiors, THE DISTRICT ENGINEER,
P. 0. Box 206, Ste. Paul, Minnesota.

As practically all of the timber cut in the region of Sandy Lake, and
the many streams feeding into it, was boomed across the lake and fed into
the Mississippi, these should disclose baluable information as to total cuf
peak production years, etc,

I believe it would be worth the effort to try and obtain the necessary
permission to delve into these recordse.

Clifford Greer.
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VANDERWATER SAWMILL

The first saw-mill erected at McGregor was built during the season
of 1902, by M. A. J. Vanderwater. It operated during the period from
1902-1913 and was the largest saw-mill ever to operate in McGregor. The
mill had a capacity of 30,000 feet per day, was driven by a large steam
.engine. Operated in connection with the saw-mill was a planing mill,
also a shingle and lath mill which consumed all of the valuable part of
the slabs, converting them into merchantable material. The total number
of men employed at this mill is at present unknown. The saw-mill and
yerd was located on the west side of the Murphy hotel and a number of
acres of land was required to accommodate the skidways.

Mr. A. J. Vanderwater originally casme to MeGregor in the early
summer of 1902 accompanied by his brother-in-law, Mr. J. T, Bailey, in
search for a saw-mill site., The kind of site he was interested in was
one that was conveniently situated near a stream of water with a view
to harnessing the water power to operate the mill. Robert N. Newell,
the McGregor real estate agent, told Mr. Vanderwater that he had just
such a tract of lend located on the southeast side of Rat Lake, T. 49,
R. 24 W. After viewing the tract of sand at Rat Lake and receiving
lir. Newell's verbal assurance that the water level in Rat Lake Creek,
which flowed through the property, would not fall below its present
level (actually the creek was at the time at flood stage) the deal was
consumated for cash. Before “r. Vanderwater came to realize that his
power producing stream was failing, end actually dried up during the
dry season, he had already constructed a number of buildings on the
proposed mill site. Realizing that he had been duped into buying the
tract he abandoned his plan of utilizing water power to power his mill
and erected the mill in the wvillage of McGregor.

The buildings that were erected at Rat lake were moved the following
winter to McGregor, one of these 16' x 24' serves, with an addition, as
the residence of J. T. Bailey, another of these buildings is no¥’ a portion
of Mrs. P. Memmola's residence,

Mr. J. T. Bailey has held numerous elective offices in the village
including Justice of FPeace, ¥illage Clerk and Councilman,

He states that he was the one delegated to erect McGregor's first
street lighting system, this lighting system comprised three kerosene
street lamps, each lamp burned about one gallon of kerosene a night,
one lamp was placed in fronmt of each ofthe following business establish-
ments: J. W. Clark's store, Frank Spicola's store and the Hudson & Turner
saloon,

Subjeet: The tract of land granted to Indian Chief Misguodace in Section
&0, T. 51 N, R. 22,

The court records in Aitkin disclose the fact that all of the above
section of land has been taken over by the State of Minnesota for non-
payment of taxes. The last owner of record is shown as K. C. Medgarden.

Mr. Viector E. “rickson of the Aitkin County Abstract Company very
kindly, and with a great deal of trouble to himself, uncovered the record
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which shows that Indian Chief Misqoudace sold his tract of land for "$1.00
and other valuable considerations," deeding same to C. W. McDonald, Dec. 24,

1885.




Minneapolis Tribune Jan 18, 1872.

From the woods, Major Camo, surveyor general of logs and lumber
for this district, yesterday returned from a2 two weeks' visit to the
lumber camps of the Upper Mississippi river. He reports that the
lumbermen of that region have thus far had a first-rate winter, there
being an abundance of snow for logging purposes, About 50,000,000
feet have already been cut, and it is his opinion that the entire
harvest on the upper waters of the Mississippi will reach from 150,000,000

to 170,000,000 feet of logs.

Stillwater Gazette. Qet: 20, 1875,

The much=-talked-of canel surveying party set out yesterday
for the second and final explortaion of the waters and country between

the Missgssippi and Lake Superior, as well 25 those between the St. Croix

and the lske, the former route will be the object of this trip, the

latter having been gone over. For this purpose the explorers first
got to Dyluth, whence their supplies will be transmorted to the St. Louis
river, through the upper waters of which Sandy Lake will be attained,

and thence the Mississinpi. About one mmnth will be consumed in the tak




Weekly Pioneer and Democrat 3/31] 59

Steamer North Star

About a year ago, Anson Northfup, then its -( North Star )

owner determined to force the boat over the Sauk Rapids and Little Falls,
with a view to hhe navigation between Little Falls and Pokegama Falls,
three or four hundred miles begond. A simnle narrative of this
adventure in 1858, will best illustrate the character of Nortéfﬁn. As
he approached Sauk Rapids, lines ahead were adjusted, the boat being
made steady iy the wheel and guy lines, and then with capstan and

the ﬁ;most of steam, the vescel was dragged through the rapids. Te
pass under bridges at Watab and Little Falls, the hog posts were taken
out, ( hog posts were at the rear of the deck and extended some dis-

tance into the air, ) and the boat loaded down with stone.

At Little Falls, the obstruction of the channel was over some

by eight horses on one line and fifty men on another,... While engineers
were aghast at the »roposition to ascend these Rapids, Northrup coeoly (

sic ) staked his vessel on tne chance...

The ' Nath Star ' at length rode in safety unon the far Mississipt
.-.the enthusiastic crowd breaking more than one bottle, probably, in a
new christ#aning of the craft as the ' Anson Northrup.'' Pokegama

Falls was next nosed... Sandy Lake skirted. ..




Sauk Rapids Frontiersman Thursday June 24, 1858.

Steamboat Erip

The Anson North}un alias North Star, has just returned to

Crow Wing, from a trin to Pokegama Falls. There were about sixty
persons in 2ll on board, and they were eleven days in making the trip.
They ran up into 8andy Lake wiich emnti=s into the Mississippi through an
outlet some two miles long, explored it theroughly... running up one

of its inlets... Médicine River about six miles. The party vigited

Pokegama Falls but could not get the boat nearer than about two miles.

Pioneer Democrat Weekly July 1, 1858.

$t. Paul Pub. Lib.

Steamboat trip to Pokegama Falls.

The public attention has not been sufficiently directed to the
important bearing which the recent trip of the steamboat !'North Star !
from Little Falls to Pokegamé.Falls. must have upon the future developmen
t of the unper Mississipni Country.

By this trip the practicability of the navigation by steamboat
of the Unper Missigsirpi to within tow miles of Pokegema Falls, and for
a distance of two hundred and fifty miles above Crow Wing, whs thoroughly
tested and abundantly demonstrated. The trip itswlf";éounded in
interesting incidents, There were some fifty or sixty passengers.

The trip was accomplished in eleven days, of which one was spemt in
exploring Sandy Lake. This beautiful lake, the site of an important

miseion, is connected with the Mississipni by an outlet of two miles in

length....




St. Peul Daily Pioneer. QOct. 3, 1870.
47

The Upper Mississinpi

We had the pleasure of interviewing Captain Houghton on the street
yvesterday, whom our rcaders must all know, as commander of the Mollie
Kohler and other steamers, in days gone by. Captain Houghton has
built a steamer on the Unper Mississinpi, which he now runs from Little
Falls to a poijt at or near Lake Pokegama. Our readers, by taking
their state maps, will see that this commands a2 very long stretch of
river, of fully 3000 miles navigation, which Captain Houghton has now
made subservient to the uses of commerce and travel. His steamer is
light draught and only 24 feet wide, but carries a large load, and on
har 1last trin up had 100 pascengers and 50 tons of frgight. The
building of the Northern Pacific Railroad has hade quite a travel into
the Upper Mississinni region. A considerable amount of supplies
are being taken up both for the road and lumbermen. The road will
cross the Mississippi at a point about 14 miles above Crow Wing. Here
two teen shve been laid out, Ogden and Ogemauge ( or Queen City )

on opposite banks & the river.

The country between the Mississinpi and the junction is nor
highly favorable for railroad building. Some of it is quite wet and
soft, but generally level, hense there are few expensive cuts.

The work is being pushed forward rapidly.

A few days ago, Captain Houghton pushed the steamer from the
Migsissippi into Sandy Lake through its outlet, crosced Sandy Lake,
and ran some distance up Sandy River, wuring high water. This
is a stream generally only about twenty feet wide, and it was guite

a chamnion feat of nevigstion to push a boat so far up. The Indians

Wwer= astounded, and told Capta‘n Houghton the ' Great Spirit !




must have helped him. He actually recached a point where he could

hear the locomotive whistlecat the junction, and the junction seonle

he=rd hhe boar whistle. Soon those solitudes will echo regularly

to the steam whistle; now it is a desolste wilderness. Captain
Houghton says the scenery along the Mississippi is generally very fine,

and some day it may hecome a much traveled route."

* Brainerd.




Weekly Pioneer and Democrat Feb. 17, 1859

Anson Northrup was on Red River.

" There were 7-8 thousand peonle in the settlements and they

used Nelson's River via Hudenn's bay to England. The goods imported

by the H.B.Company to the Red River amounted to 4 or 5 hundred throusand
dollars annually. Yearly returns in furs. $ 1,880,000 from this
district. St. Paul route already used. That the H.B.Company has
already determined to shin overland and of neceseary. Previous fall

60 nackages of good of this company from New York were forwarded

by Red River carts from St. Paul, so satisfactory as to induce the

adoption of this route. A group of Hudson's Bay English gentlemen

wrote they were prepared to forward supplies to Red River via St. Paul.

120 tons of goods ¥n three shipments and 30 tons sugar and tobabce, etc
from New York. We propose to employ about 100 ox carts of our own to

transfer from St. Paul.

( The effect of the railroads with reference to the land boom~ Effect
was magical. Most people went vpine la ds but thse being well taken

many are content with other lands. )

Lake Superior military road. 2/19/63

From Chisago County to Sunerior.




From: Clifford U. Greer Page 1.
To: Mr, Macy ' McGregor Hist.
Source: Mrs. Mary Lozway, 12 No. 26th Av. W, 12-26=40
Duluth, Minnesota

Henry Lozway, & frenchmemn born in New York Stete, came to MeGregor
Station in either 1889 or 1890, McGregor at this date comprised of one
smell depot situated on the south side of the Northern Pacific Railroed,
one frame building situated ea short distance to the west of the depot and
used as & section house; no other buildings exhisted; McGregor was but a
siding on the Northern Pacific.

Henry Lozwey shipped in a quantity of lumber by freight and built a
freme store building close to the depot, he cperated this small store
until Mr. Frenk Spie 1g errived in 1891 and bought out his interest.
(Note, Mrs. Pasquale Memmolae states that she is positive that Frenk Spicola
did not buy this "Indian tredding Store" altho he may have purchased the
small stock of goods owned by Henry Lozway). After selling out his "Indian
Tradding Store" Henry Lozway went west and did not return to MeGregor until
after his brother Daniel E. Lozway secured a homestead claim and settled in
MeGregor in 1893.

Henry Lozway died March 24, 1905 and was buried in the McGregor
cemetary,

Deniel E. Lozway born Merch 10, 1860, married Miss Mary Hert, daughter
of ploneer settlers of Nebraska City, Nebraska.

Daniel E. Lozway moved his wife and family to McGregor in the summer
of 1893 obtained & homestead, built a small store, secured the postmaster-
ship and operated in competition with Frank Spicola for a few years, died

Feb, 23, 1903, buried in Aitkin, Minn,

Mrs, Mary Lozway, widow of Deniel E. Lozway, at the present time is

residing with her son Frank, in Duluth Minnesota,




From: Clifford U, Greer Page 1
To : Mr., Macy McGregor Hist.
12-26-40

BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS OPERATING IN MCGREGOR AT TIME OF INC, (lQQQl

1. MADDY HOTEL, a large two story structure (frame) built by Mr. C. A.
Maddy in the late 1890s, situated in section 31 on the espproximate site

of the present White Eagle Service Station on the cormer of Maddy Street,
setting parellel with and facing the Nor. Pac. Railway tracks. Destroyed
by fire in recent years.

2. MCGREGOR HOTEL, also known as the "Murphy Hotel," a two story freme
structure built by Mr. J. E. (Jim) Murphy shortly after the construction
of the Maddy Hotel, situated on "Railroad Avenue" (Reilroad Avenue is a
name coined by your reporter to describe that thoroughfare which lies
adjacent to and parrallels the Nor. Pac. right of way on the south side of
the R. R. tracks) approximately two and one-half blocks west of Meddy Street,
it faced the railrded os did 411 these early buildings. A seloon was oper-

ated here in connection with the hotel. Prior to 1903 Mr., Murphy sold the

hotel to Mr. Johnson efter a period of time Mr. Johnson leased the
e

business to Mr. Andrew Burud who was the operator at the time (1905) the
building was destroyed by fire along with J. W. Clark's store and postoffice
and the village Blacksmith Shop. The village records show a liquor license
was issued for & period of one year, 6/3/04 to 6/2/05 inc to "(Chas.)
Bjorklund & (Andrew) Burud" at the MoGregor Hotel.

3., Olson & Alstead Saloon, & one story frame structure situated on
"Railroed Avenue" one block East of Meddy Street. Built in the 189%0s by
"Tom Campinello" the first saloon keeper in McGregor. J. P. Olson succeeded
and was operating same in 1903.

4, Hudson & Turner Saloon, & one story frame structure situated in "lot

1 Block 4 Dominico Cuseciotto Division," on the cormer of Main Street the

N. P. R. R, Built by Dominico Cusciotto, operated by M. T. Turner &
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Je. Ho (Joe) Hudson. In 1906 "Patk Heyes" was issued a liquor license at
this location under the name of "The Palace Saloon." See saloon history

to follow.

5. Frank Spicola's General Store, a two story frame structure situsted on

"Railroed Avenue" between Meddy and Main Street, this is one of the three

early buildings thet has esceped destructions by the many fires in McGregor,
at present it serves as the U. S. Postoffice. Built by Frank Spicola when
he fouhd it necessary to enlarge his business quarters,

6., J. W, Clark's General Store & Postoffice, a one story frame structure
situated on the corner of "Railroad Ave," and Main St,

7. "Robert N. Newell's Land Office, a small freme structure crowned by
three (3) individual gable roofs, the building was situated on "Railroad
Ave." close to the west side of the Murphy Hotel; built by Robert N. Newell
who was an enterprising and unscrupulous realestate agent. The building had
all the appearance of an artistic Backhouse, and this fact was taken advantage
of by some of the towns practical jokers one summer evening. Next morning
when Mr. Newell came down to open the office a vacant lot greeted him where
the evening before his office stood. A brief search resulted in the dis-
covery of the missing building standing majestically in the reer of the

J. P. Olson Saloon, a Sears Roebuck catalog and a sack of corn cobs adorning
the door.

8. Methodist Church, built prior to 1900 by Mr. George Dodge, situated on
"Railroad Ave." east of the Olson Saloon where it stood until 1930 when it
was moved to its present location on First Street.

9, Schoolhouses number one, two and three; schoolhouse number one was a
amall log building built by Pasquale Memmola in 1891 for a dwelling on his
homestead, it served as the first schoolhouse in McGregor and school was

taught there three months of the year, during 1893-94.
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Sehoolhouse number two (the present village hall) a frame structure
built about 1894-95, situated on Maddy Street, served as & schoolhouse
until January 1904,
School house number three was built in 1903 and classes were started
in January 1904, when schoolhouse number two was sbandoned. It stood a
1ittle to the south of schoolhouse number two, a two story structure of

frame construction, it served until the dedication of our present modern

High School on Oct., 1, 1921, Destroyed by fire together with the MoGregor

Hospitel in recent years.

* (Note) Correction on research report of June 13, 1940, George Dod ge
interview paragraph four page two where I state "the local realestate agent
Mr, Hesper J. Newell, end a beautiful daughter" The redlestate agent was

Mr., Robert N. Newell, he had several daughters one of them was named

Hesper J., and enother "Mable." You will note that the avenues in the
Hesper J. Newell addition of McGregor mre nemed in honor of members of his

family.
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To: Mr. Macy
From: Clifford U. Greer

Subj: Sandy River Lumber Co. Inc.

Source: MNrs. Edward L. Douglas; Files of the Aitkin Age, dated December

29, 1883; History of the Upper lississippi Valley by Rev. Edward D. Neill

(1881); J. E. Murphy, Mrs. P. Memmola et al.

Edward L. Dougles was born in Canade in 1850. He came to the United
Stetes in 1867 and engaged in the lumber business at Rockford, Minnesota.

He came to Aitkin in 1876 and engaged in the lumber and hotel business. In
1878 he returned to Rockford and married Miss Ellen Sook; he returned to
Aitkin with his bride and their honeymoon was spent on the Steamboat "Po-
keg-u-ma" in a trip up the Mississippi to Pokeguma Falls.

In the summer of 1881, Mr. Douglaes in company with Deniel J. Knox and
G. We Knox formed "The Aitkin Lumber Company." The Aitkin Age in an article
dated December 29, 1883, states:

"The first sawmill erected at Aitkin was built during the season of
1881, by a number of gentlemen known as "The Aitkin Lumber Company," now
succeeded by D. J. Knox, Esq." "It has been operated during the season of
1882 and 1883 and has made & record second to none anywhere." *¥*x+iix WThe
mill cuts fifty thousand feet per day with perfect ease, and has scarcely
seen an idle moment in ell the past season.™ *¥*¥*xx** W"lhe mill, planning
mill, boom end yard furnish employment for about seventy men."

Mrs. E. L. Douglas, who at the present time is living at Tamarack,
Minnesotea, is eighty ycars of age, a semi=-invalid and lives in a large mod-
ern home. Mrs. Douglas' knowledge as to the date of organizetion, extent

of the business of the Sand River Lumber Company and other details is very
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limited. She states that her husband came to Tamarack in the spring of

1899, that previous to that date he had extensively engaged in the lumbering
business in the region of the Sandy River extending from McGregor to Tamarack
and points north. That at the time he came to Tamarack in 1899 he hed &
large number of logs at Tamarack, that he erected & sew-mill there and moved
his headquarters to Tamarack to carry on his lumbering operations from that
point.

Shortly thereafter the Sandy River Lumber Compeny was incorporated.

This company was a partnership between Edwerd L. Douglas and Fredrick Bonn-
ess. Mr. Douglas held controlling interest and transacted all the business
of the company, Mr. Bonness she thought was the financial backing of the
enterprise.

Prior to his coming to Tamarack Mr. -Douglas had bought thousands of
acres of timber land on both sides of the Sandy River.

The Sandy River Lumber Company built and operated, during the life of
the company, a large General lierchandise Store at Tamarack.

J+ E. Murphy states that Ed. Douglas cut and drove down the Sandy River,
millions of feet of Mehristly big pine logs" in the 1890's, and so as to
raise the water in the river to enable these large logs to be "drove" an
artificial dam was built across Sandy River at the head of Stegm-Boat Bay

in Jevne township.

Mrs. P. Memmola says that she thinks that "Head" Douglas cut the big

pine trees from there homestead before they came to licGregore.
The "Aitkin Republican" under date of July 22, 1915, states: "Mr.

Douglas was formerly a logging contractor and has cut and removed the timber
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Sendy River Lumber Cos

from three townships adjoining Tamarack."

The Capital Stock record book of the company disclosed the following
information:

Sandy River Lumber Company, incorporated under the laws of Minnesota
with a capital stock of $25,000.00.

Sept. 21, 1907, issued to E. L. Douglas, 125 shares Capital stock par

value $100,00 per share.

Sept. 21, 1907, issued to F. W. Bonness, 124 shares (ditto).

Sepb. 24, 1907, 123 shares of the stock previously issued to F. W. Bon-
ness was transfered to (Skifington) 8t. T. Bonness and only one share of
stock was retained by F. W. Bonness on the books of the company. (lrs.
Douglas states that she understood that Fred Bonness had some "judgement
hanging over him" and that was the reason the stock ownership was juggled
on the books.

The Sandy River Lumber Company discontinued operation in 1917 or 1918.

The "Cash Book" of the company covering the period from 1900 to 1902
discloses the information that $1000.00 in cash was paid to F. W. Bonness
every seven to ten days during that period.

Edward L. Dougles died in 1922, leaving behind his wife and son Arthur
Edward.

June 21, 1902, Edward L. Douglas was appointed postmaster at Tamarack

which office he held for fifteen years.
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Upon inquiry Mr, G. H. Jacobus, Division Superintendent of the Northern
Pacific Railway Company, states

"The siding at McGregor was constructed in 1880 and station established
at that time. Our information indicates that the location was named after a
hunter and trapper by the neme of MeGregor who ceme from New York several
years before our line wes built. In those days, when he had occasion to go
to St. Peul, he traveled by canoe via the Sendy and Mississippi Rivers."

"It is possible also that the station might have been named in honor of
Major McGregor who was with General Rosser on an expedition to the Missouri
River in 1870 in connection with the extention of our line., This later
information was secured from Engineering Department field notes."

Clifford U, Greer
Reporter
Project #8017
Subject: Establishment of Post Offices McCGregor and Libby
Authority: J. M. Donaldson, Acting ¥irst Assistant Postmaster General,
letter under date of June 29, 1940, Washington, D. C.

"You are advised the McGregor office was established on March 12, 1890,
with Lester L. Giles as postmaster. The office was discontinued March 15, 1893,
and reestablished December 29, 1894."

"The Libby office was established July 29, 1891, with Williem L. Wakefield

as postmaster. The papers pertaining to the establishment of these offices

have long since been destroyed. Therefore, the department is unable to furnish

any information regarding the names of the persons who were responsible for
the establishment of the offices, or the reason for the selection of the names
McGregor or Libby."

Lester L. Giles was also Depot agent at McGregor in 1891 according to
Mrs. P. Memmola one of the early pioneer settlers who settled in MoGregor in
August 1891.

(More)
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Subject: Establishment of Post Offices McGregor and Libby
Authority: J. M. Donaldson, Acting First Assistent Postmaster General,
letter under date of June 29, 1940, Washington, D. C.
The original postoffice building at Libby, though remodled and

enlarged, still stends and is used at present as a dwelling., William

L. (Bill) Wekefield operated a store in connection with the postoffice.

Ref': McGregor and Sandy Leke Region History

Subject: Incorporation of the village of MeGregor

Authority: Abstract of Title on NE} of NWi of Sec. 31, Town 48 N 23.
Aitkin County Abstract Company.

July 8 1903, Petition To Incorporate all od Sec's 30 = 31 Town 48 Range

23, "Includes 3 parcels of land platted into lots end blocks as follows:

Cussistoo's Add; Hesper J. Newell's Add. and Rodenbuges Add. Filed Aug.

27th 1903"

July 13th 1903 Resolution adopted. "Eleotion to be held at Schoolhouse in

Distriet 12 on Aug, 22, 1903 for purpose of voting on the proposal if ine

corporating the billages of McGregor."

"Persuant to resolution of Board of County Commissioners of Aitkin County

Minnesota. Election was held for the purpose of voting on the incorporation

of the village of McGregor on Aug. 22, 1903, Results 27 votes cast; 21 for

incorporating end 4 against end 2 ballots blank."

"Cussistoo's Add." is misspelled and should be Dominico Cusciotto.

"Rodenbuges Add," possibly referes to Rodenberg addition

Clifford U, Greer
Reporter
FProject #8017
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SOURCE

Numercus interviews of pioneer settlers, lumbermen, files of the
"Aitkin Age," "Aitkin Independent Age," "Aitkin Republicen," etc.

LUMBERING PERIOD

The following account of Lumbering in the region of Sendy Lake,
its tributery streems end McGregor township, is in no way intended to be
one of absolute completness and that some inaccuracy has not crept in is
more then' I dare hope. No attempt heas been mede to present this materiel
in story form or add color to the account.

Local tradition hes it that J-seph "0ld Joe" Libby wes the first
man to cut logs in the region of Sendy Lake end the Swan River, It is
said that "01d Joe" drove a team of oxen all the way f rom the stete of
Maine to the city of Minneapolis; thet he wes reised in the Maine lumber
cemps and after coming to Minneapolis the stories told by the returning
traders ~f the estensivevirgin pine forests up the mighty "Father of
Weters" was more than he could resist. Leaving his wife and femily on the
homestead at Minneepolis, he ascended the Mississippi to the mouth of Swan
River just north of Sendy Lake. There he esteblished & camp and commenced
cutting the cream of the white pine, et first, selecting only the largest
trees that overhung the river banks, banked them on the weters edge, and
the next spring drove them down the Mississippi to Minneapoclis. How many
yeers he was thus engeged is not known, however, it is said that he stayed
in this region until he became old, when he returned tc his femily and
sent his two sons Mercus and Eugene to this region to carry on.

Other early lumbermen in the region include William L. Wakefield
(first postmaster at Libby) and his brother Joseph "Big Joe," who arrived
at Sendy Lake in 1856 and were engaged in treding end lumbering for many
years.,

Joseph "Little Joe" Wakefield, who was & cousin of the ebove
Wakefields, wes also an eerly lumbermen here. "Little Joe" is the
"Joseph Wekefield" mentioned by Prof. Hart in his "Story of Beengwa."

All of the above Libbys end Wakefields married Indian squaws
end the many decendants of these, some still living, were engeged in
lumbering throughout the region until the close of the period. Of these
second generation Wakefields, "Fd," a son of "illiem L., is remembered by
the pioneer settlers here as a "big logger," he wes & neat dresser and
frequently wore meny large diemonds,

Outside of these earliest lumbermen, lumbering did not commence
on a commercial scale in this region until after the construction of the
Northern Pecific railroad to Aitkin, which event occurred in December 1870.

The vast erea of virgin pine end hardwood forests in the Sandy
Leke region was in the main impasseble end impenetrable for teems during
the summer months and the Mississippi afforded the only practical mesns of
gaining access tothe region.
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Following the completion of the Northern Pecific Railroad to Aitkin,
steamboats soon arrived serving eas the supply link for the establishment of
lumber camps up the Mississippi and its tributeries, thus meking it possible
for a wholesele invasion of the big pine forests. Probably the first steam-
boat to operate on the Mississippi north of Aitkin between Aitkin and Grand
Repids, was the steambost "Po-keg-u-ma," built in 1873 it did e regular freight
end pessenger business running between Aitkin and Pokegems Falls. Destroyed
by fire in the fall of 1878 it was replaced the next season by the "City of
Aitkin," commonly known to the early lumbermen as the "0ld Houghton," pre-
sumably after its owner Capt. George Houghton. Many of the pioneer lumbermen
interviewed state that they have rode every steamboat that ever opereted on the
Mississippi “iver between Aitkin and Grand Repids end "there never was" e
"City of Aitkin," however, they all remember the "01d Houghton" which weas
destroyed by fire and replaced by the "Houghton,"

One of the first lumber camps north of Aitkin on the Mississippi
wes constructed in 1873 by Netheniel Tibbetts, picneer founder of the village
of Aitkin, near the mouth of the Willow River.

Following the arrival of the steamboats, dozens of lumbermen errived
establishing there cemps up the Mississippi end its tributeries, to enumerate
only e part of these would be Very difficult. The Libbys were already estab-
lished near the mouth of Swan River, "Billy"™ and "Sam" Rodgers arrived,
associated themselves with the Libbys to form the firm of Libby & Rodgers.
The Rodger end of the firm confined themselves principally to the Tie, Post
and Telegreph Pole business. In the spring of 1881 the firm banked end drove
down the Mississippi in a single drive over 500,000 ties.

Supplementing the summer steemboat service were tote roads. One of
these tote roads and & very importent one, started at Aitkin followed the
general course of the Mississippi Northward over the swamps and lowland,
terminating at Grand Repids. This tote road waes only serviceeble during the
winter months, and after the river froze over they were the only connecting
link with the outside world. Thousands upon thousands of tons of feed and
supplies were heuled over this roed to the cemps "ebove." In the winter of
1881 close to one hundred teams of horses in a single caravan were seen to be
making their wey northward over this road lebouring under their heavy load
of supplies. At first oxen were used exclusively, but by 1880 horses had
replaced the more slow moving oxen for toteing. Oxen continued to be used in
the cemps for skidding, ete. for a nuiber years. By about 1900 oxen were
entirely replaced by horses.

The Aitkin Age under date of Dec. 8, 1883, states in part: "there
hes been a regular caraven of teams the past week setting out for the woods
ebove here," "a strenger would naturelly have thought that & hostile army
hed made this & point of rendezvous end were about to rally forth to con-
quere the world."

Providing summer pasture for the hundreds of head of oxen in the
woods above Sandy Lake was a problem., This was solved during the summer
months by driving them down the river from points as far north as Grand
Rapids, to Sendy Lake, where they were brended and turned loose for the
summer to graze around the pesceful shores of Sendy Leke. "Jim" Murphy
stetes that as early as 1881 he seen over 500 oxen summering at Sandy Lake.

The exact year that lumbering got under way on Sandy Lake is ngt
exectly known, however it is conceeded here that "Hank" Brown and “Wess"
Dey were among the first operators on Seandy Lake and that "01ld Wess Day
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cut the cream of & vast tract of white pine trees around Lake Mirnewaws
including the peninsule where the present dence pavillion is located; in
the seme year "Hank" Brown was cutting on the banks of Prairie River.
This was probably as early as 1873-T4, ‘

All the available data on the subject seems to indicete that
Edward L. Douglas wes one of the first operators on the Sendy River, how-
ever, prior to 1882 no timber was driven on Sandy River from a point
farther up stream than the south ernd of Davis Lake in Jevne township.
In 1881 extensive operations were being carried on by "Billy" Rodgers
around Davis Lake, logs were hauled by oxteem in that year from points
inlend east and west of Davis Lake, to the waters edge when they were
driven in the spring down Sandy River into Sandy Lake, boomed socross
Sendy Lake by means of e Headworks and pleced in the Mississippi. Ed
Dougles cut most of the large pine on both banks of the Sendy River
extending from Davis Lake up stream through McGregor township to the
very source of Sandy River near Tamarack and subsequently drove down
Sendy River.

There is an 0ld legend, now all but forgotten, emong the pioneer
settlers of McGrgor that was supposed to account for the serpentine
meandering of Sendy River across McGregor township, which wes in substence
as follows:

Meny years before the first settler ceme to MeGregor, Ed Douglas
possessed an exceedingly large team of oxen, wishing to break this team of
oxen so as to use them for hauling his logs to Sandy River which et that
time extended nc farther east than the west range line of McGregor town-
ship, he hitched them to e large plow near his logging camp et Tamereck
and before he finally got them under control they hed meandered from
Teamerack westward through McGregor township pulling the plow behind them
to the very edge of Sandy River, this furrow turned by Ed Douglas' oxen
beceme Sendy River and ever after that he drove his logs from Tamarsck
down this furrow, which widened and became known as Sandy River.

The vast area drained by the Prairie River and its tributaries,
including the West Sevanna end Temarack Rivers, contributed lergely to the
totel cut of the region, pine, pulp, posts end ties were driven down these
rivers to the outlet of Prairie River into Bill Horn's Bay (now, Belle Horn
Bay) there, to be boomed together and towed across the lake to the Mississippi
by means of ea Headworks, in some instances steemboats were engaged in towing
the booms across the lake, & Heeadworks could handle from four to five million
feet in a single boom and the steamboet considersbly less.

Before any logs could be driven down any of these streams they had
to be bark marked by chopping figures or letters through the bark of the log,
this figure was & sort of a copyrighted tredemark furnished by the Surveyor
General and no other operstor could use other than the mark assigned to him.
After the logs were benked on the stream the deputy Surveyor Generel visited
the site, scaled the timber end furnished the owner a form showing the total
scale, where cut, etc. The buyers of the timber as well es the owner sccepted
the scale of the deputy surveyor end this led in some instences to graft
between the scaler and the buyer.
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During the peak of the lumbering period, with a few exceptions all
major drives on the Mississippi was done by a "Boom Company," these boom
companys were contract drivers who contracted to drive the purchaeses of the
buyers down the Mississippi to their destination; when & lumbermen delivered
his logs into the Mississippi and turned them over to the boom compeny his
responsibility ended there.

By 1888 the "Northern Boom Company," a Warehauser controlled company
had monopolized the driving on the Mississippi and they continued to hold this
position until the end of the lumbering period. :

Prices paid for pine logs delivered into the Mississippi'ranged from
$7.50 to §15 per thousand board feet. .

Peak production for any one operator in the region was attained by
the Fred Bonness & J. J. Howe Company in the early 90's when they cut and
banked 30,000,000 feet of pine in the region of the Tamarack River, their
operations in that year extended from the mouth to the source of the Tamerack
River, an artificial dam was built across the river close tothe railroed bridge
near Wright to facilitate the driving of these enormous amount of logs.

No other operator ever equalled this cut. Towing of these logs across the
" leke was done entirely by the steamboat "Andy Gibson." Two Headworks were
used to form the booms and tow them out of Bill Horn's Bay and into Sandy Lake
where the Andy Gibson hooked on and towed them across.

J. E. "Jim" Murphy is conceded to have been the lergest individual -
operator in the region covering the period from 1888 to 1912. His operations
over this period of time extended all around the shores of Sendy Leke, from
the mouth to the source of the Prairie, West Savanne and Tamarack Rivers.

His lumbering operations also covered the territory traversed by the "01d
Savanna Portage" which was relocated by Prof. Hart in 1927, This historie
route of trade and travel was commonly kmown to the lumbermen of the region

as the "0ld Hudson Bay Trail," and the course of the trail was still plainly
visible to lr. Murphy when he first penetrated the region. /Note/ FProf. Hart .
in his account of the relocation of this portage trail gives Mr, Murphy credit
for having accurately located this treil on the map., -

For a period of five years Mr. Murphy meintained a camp on Prairie
River, two miles from the mouth close to the mouth of the West Savanna River.
This camp was known in the region as "Farm Camp" from the fact that potatoes
were raised there furing the summer months. The steamboat "Walter Taylor"
was chatered annually to make special trips with a load 6f supplies to this
oamp,

The largest camp operated by Murphy was located on the Prairie
River in section 27, T. 50 N., R. 22 W,, it was operated for seven years.

As high as five seperate ceamps were operated in a single year, each
camp employing from thirty to fourty men each.

On the spring drives about 150 men were employed, the payrole on
these drives was in the neighborhood of $400 per day. i
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Contracting to drive end boom other operators logs on the Prairie River was
done for many years; average price paid for this service was $2.50 per
thousand board feet. Peak production for any one year was 6,000,000 feet.

"Two or three years before" the erection of the first Government
Dem at Libby, torrential rains in the upper Mississippi caused the Mississippi
River to flow backwerds and pour into Sandy Lake carrying with it millions
upon millions of feet of logs from the upper Mississippi, these logs were 8O
great in number that they practically covered the entire surface of Sandy Leke
and the Mississippi was reached. In an effort to get these logs back into the
Mississippl three steamboats were engaged in towing on Sandy Lake most of the
summer. This wes the first year that steamboats were used on Sendy Lake for
towing logs, these boats were: The "Andy Gibson," owned at that time by
"Botter" of the firm of Potter Casey Co., piloted by Indian pilot John Lyons;
The steemer "Fawn," operated by Capt. C. C. Sutton; the steamer "01d Houghton"
(City of Aitkin), owned and operated by Capt. George Houghton.

The steemer "Lee" was the last steamboat to operate on Sandy Lake.
Owned and opereted for a number of years by Marcus Nelson, it was used for the
towing of logs and ties on Prairie River, it made its last trip on Sandy Leke
in the summer of 1919, Marcus Nelson was for many years engaged in the lum-
bering business in this region, and was a factor in the Tamarack Lumber Company.

"Warehauser" did not operate in this region until the year 1902-03, in
that year they operated a camp close to McGregor in Jevne township, section 24
near Sandy River. It operated but the one season, the logs were all drayed to
McGregor where the Northern Pacific built a special spur to facilitate the
loading of these logs on to flat cars, which was done by means of a "Jammer,"

"Warehauser" conducted its largest operations in this region in 1911
-12. In that year they carried on extensive operations around Leke Minnewawa
and up and down the Seveanna and Tamareck Rivers. In all, seven seperate cemps
were operated by Warehauser in that year, under the foremanship of "Jimmy Long.
"Headquarters Cemp" was located north of Tamarack, two miles north of Horseshoe
Lake in T. 49 N., R. 23 W,

"

It is said that each of these camps enployed close to one hundred men.
Employment roles were filled through the Duluth Employment Offices.

A1l the logs cut around Lake Minnewawa were drayed to the shores of
Sandy Lake end banked. The timber out at points up the rivers were drayed to
the river banks end drove in the spring. All of the timber cut by Warehauser
in that seeson was boomed across Sendy Leke and into the Mississippi; two
Headworks were employed in this booming operation.

Jim Murphy states that this "Warehauser outfit" was known as "The
Northland Lumber Company," end that the foreman "Jimmy Long" told him that
there were total eut for the season was 6,000,000, feet.

: L]

In 1913-14 the Pine Tree Lumber Compeany (Warehauser) constructed
& large camp on the west shore of Rock Leke, Sec, 21, T. 48 No., R. 24 W,
They operated but the one season and cut practically all of the white end
Norway pine remaining in that township. These logs were all hauled by large
horse~drawn sleds over artificially iced roeds to Ude station on the Northern
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Pacific (now known as "Lensford"), four miles west of MeGregor. A special
spur line was constructed on the north side of the siding several hundred
feet east of the present Lansford station. Loading of the logs was done by
means of & "Jammer."

The season 1916-=17 (note, this date is controversial, some say 1915-18,
no authentic check of the date has been made) the Warehauser Company operated
there last camp in this region end this date may be considered the close of the
lumbering period here, altho some small operators and numerous settlers continued
logging for some years after this date, in fact various wood products are still
being produced annually. y,

In the season sbove mentioned the Warehauser Co. operated a cemp in
McGregor township in Section 9, Operations in that year were confined to
Sections 9 and 17

All these logs were hauled by large horse-drawn sleds to the Northern
Peacific Railgoad. On the north side of the trecks at a point about two miles
east of the billage of MoGregor a special spur side track was constructed to
facilitate the loading of the logs onto flat-cars.

In the early spring of 1918 the Warehauser Company employed several
men, ineluding Mr. C. A. Maddy, to burn the pine slashings remaining fromhk
the outting of this timber. Joint responsibility for the great forest fire of
October 12, 1918 was alleged by the plaintiffs in a law suit lasting for meny
weeks in the federal courts at Duluth, Minnesota, to be due in part to
negligence on the part of Warehauser in burning these slashings in Section 9.
It was alleged that Warehauser permitted this slashing fire to ignite the
peat in the high diteh back of county diteh 14 where the fire continued to
smolder until fall, when it was fanned into flames by the terrific wind-storm
of October 12, 1918 and spread over the countryside.

In this suit it wes shown that the fire on the ditoh bank hed its
origin many months before Warehauser burned section 9 and the suit against
Warehauser was dismissed,

This fire beceame known as the Mud Leke Fire.

(1) "Davis Lake" is but & wide place in Sendy River and lies wholly within
Sections 10 and 15 in Jevne township.

(2) "Headworks." The operating principle of & headworks did not originate in
this region, the idea was brought here by the early lumbermen who came from
Canada and the state of Maine. Without a headworks lumbering on Sandy Lake
would have been greatly impeeded a®practically all of the towing on the lake
was done with this device.

The construction of a complete headworks cost eabout $500 with its
ettendant "Boom."

A Headworks was a large raft constructed of large hewed timbers all
pined and spiked together to form a raft about forty by sixty feet. In hhe
center of this raft there was constructed a Capstan to which there was attached
a long removable sweep. A barn was built on one end of the raft or Headworks.
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In operetion the Headworks was secured to the boom of logs by means
of a large size chain, the teem of horses was hitched to the end of the sweep
on the Capstean, & double half-hitch was taken around the drum of the Capstan
with a one-inch rope which was about 1000 feet long or more to one end of
which there was secured en iron anchor weighing about 150 pounds, the end of
the rope with the anchor was placed in a row boat and carried ahead 1,000 feet
or the full length of the repe when the anchor was droped to the bottom of the
lake, as the horses turned the capstan one man kept the free end of the rope
taught on the drum while two men were engaged in coiling the rope in a pile on
the Headworks as it wes reeled in. The Headworks was thus pulled forward
together with the boom of four or five million feet of logs until the headworks
ceme directly over the anchor when the anchor ceme to the surface of its own
eccord and the reeling out of the rope and enchor was again repeated.

Under favorable wind conditions the Headworks could make the trip from
the mouth of Prairie Eiver in "Bill Horn's Bay" across Sendy Lake to the present
Libby Dam Site in about fourteen hours.

The Boom towed by the Headworks was usually made of eighty spruce logs
chained end to end, this Boom encircled the logs to be towed as both ends of
the Boom wes secured to the Headworks. Spruce logs were chosen for the boom
because they "floated light." Each of these boom logs was about thirty feet
long, not less than twelve inches in dismeter on the small end, through the log
from side to side about one foot from each end a three-inch diameter hole was
bored, These boom logs were fastened together to form en endless chain by
using @ number of sections of heavy chain each section being about four feet
in length with a toggle on each end, these chains served to fasten the boom
logs together end to end by placing the toggle through the hole in the log:
end driving a plug in the hole to prevent the chain from coming out.

(3) This legend was first told to me by Mr. Joseph DiGregory
(only living decendent of Raeffle DiGregory, pioneer settler at McGregor)
He states that the lumbermen who were operating here when he first came bo
McGregor (1891) used to tell this tale but he cannot remember from ¥Whom he
first heard it.

(4) "Banking timber." As practically all of the timber cut in this
region was floated down some stream of water, the practice here was to haul
the timber to -t he closest stream that would float the logs end on the banks of
the stfeam they were piled parallel with the stream in large piles to await
the spring driving season when they were roled into the water with little effort.
When referring to the emount of logs cut and delivered at the waters edge, the
term "Benked" was common.

(5) "Jammer." A jammer was & deviece similar in operation to a
common erene. These jammers were mounted on a reilroad car, were steam
operated and were used to 1lift the logs onto the cars by placing a loop
around each end of the log when the Steam Jammer reeled in the cable lifting
the log into place on the car.

% % Kk %k K ¥ ¥k ¥ % ¥
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From the Aitkin Age

"SANDY LAKE DAM

At a recent meeting of the Board of Trade' the following resolution
was unaminously accepted:

'Whereas, we are informed that the governmment of the United States

is about to constract /biq/ a dem across the Sandy River, the outlet of

Seandy lake, in the ocounty of Aitkin, in such & manner as to close Sandy
Lake to navigation; and

Whereas, there is now tributary to Sandy Lake hundreds of million
feet of pine and other timber which is wholly moved by meens of steam=
boats to the Mississippi River (as much as 40 million per annum); and

Whereas, The closing of said Sandy River to navigation would infliect
great and lasting injury upon such lumber interest even to the extent of
meking the same almost wholly valueless;

Be it hereby resolved, that the Honorary Secretary of War be respect-
fully requested to caue such a change to be made in the plan of construction
of seid dam as will permit the free passage of stesmboats in and out of

said Sendy Leke,' "

Minn. Hist. Society
December 1940
A, Norbeck
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Aitkin Age
Dec.29,1883 MAitkin
The Northern Pacific
The greatest of the modern civilizers is the railroad. The greatest
railroad in the world, which has opened up more formerly inaccessible ter-
ritory to civilization and commerce, which without it would have remeained
forever locked in the bosom of the wilderness, is the Northerm Pacific.
In 1869, when this now great enterprise was almost mythical and
when as yet but a few spadesful of earth had been thrown in its construc=-

tion, enyone who had faith in its ultimate destiny and who put his money

into it was regarded as a lunatic. Later, in 1873, when the father of the

enterprise, Jay Cooke, failed, it wes looked upon as a dead thing which,
in spite of the fact that it had already peopled five hundred miles of
splendid country, would never reach the coast.

* * *

This great scheme of connecting lake and ocean, Superior to Pudget
Sound, was, a8 has been stated begun to be put inte operation in the summer
of 1869. At that time all of M nnesote north of St. Cloud, on the Missis=
sippi, was'only traversed by treder or Indians and hed not a village of
500 people in all its vast expense. The great father of waters went there
as it does now, 'unvexed to the sea,!' but all navigetion had ever done
above St. Paul towards developing and settling the territory adjacent
was very little indeed. The same vast forests existed then as now but
the great distance over which supplies had to be transported rendered
operations at remote points, now the center of a most flourishiﬁg lumber
trade, e practical impossibility. The building of the Northern Pacific,
however, passing through the heart of some of the finest pine forest of the
stete, opened up meny lumbering regions hitherto inaccessible and built a
number of thriting lumber towns of which Aitkin is the largest and‘ﬁost

important, * ok ok ok ok
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Since all attempts to leern the nemes of some early settlers of the
Sandy Leke region which later could be checked through the 1875 census;
such es searching through reminicences (published as well as unpublished)
from that area, newspaper accounts pertaining to the celebration of his-
torical data of the county, early homesteesd end lend ebendorment claims and
severel other sources, had feiled, I turned to the 1885 Census for Aitkin
county. Under the classification "Unorganized Distriet (inclﬁding Te- 47, Rs 26,
T, 47, R. 26, T, 48, R, 22), I found a list of nemes who's post office address

was that of Kimberly, in some cases, end Temarack in others. I checked this

list against the 1875 census for Aitkin, Cass, eand Remsey counties. In the

cases of the two latter, I found no similarities, but in Aitkin I found

several and listed the following:

The Aitkin County census for 1905 show no resident in Spalding town-
ship by the neme Murphy end no Axel P. Johnson in Mc Gregor township, but the
fact that en A. P. Johnson is registered in Spalding township end a Jemes E.
Murphy in the village of McGregor will seem to indicete & mix-up in the

source-material, They end their families follow:
Nativity

Sex Age Color Nativity Father Mother
75 Murphy, Jeames E. = T W New Brunswick Irelend Teine
76 Murphy, Anna B, F 37 Mirn, Ohio Minn
77 Murphy, Lillien B 5 14 5 N. B, "
78 Murphy, Herry M 13 “
79 Murphy, Minnie F 9 y
80 Murphy, Stanley M 4 »
81 Murphy, Frenk M, " 2 =
82 Murphy, Alfred » 3 "

Spalding township Enumeretion District # 16

Johnson, A. P, M L Sweden Sweden
Johnson, Margeret F g5 - X = "
Johnson, Andrew M 24 »
Johnson, John » 23 .
Johnson, Charles " 20 .
Jos W Wakefiedl M 29
Lewis Wakefield M 68
Jas Wakefield i 13
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Age COlor Nativity Father Mother
17 Frenk Wakefield 9 T Minn - Me. ie.
4 "
1

George Wakefield " " "
Robert Wakefield - " " "
Eliza Ziize in '327

Page
n

Wekefield 27 F %

O0f these only the lest two nemes

are listed in the 1885 census for Aitkin.

Josh /ia
Hanma /H.E./ Tibbets

Guy Tibbett

Almy /L.E./

Vesta Tibbe
in 1885

Tibbets

45 M
40 F

8 Z;bt listed

1885/

Tibbets

15 M
3. F

ts /not listed

U. S. Tibbetts
Leura /L, B,/ Tibbets 7 F
Rosette /R. M./ Tibbets 5 F

s 1 I
9 M

Breckets indicates verietions in

M. W. Libby
Libby
Libby

L. Libby

From 1885

w Me e
" "

Col.

1885!'s listing.,

Census:

45
35
33
25

w

n
"
n

Me

No cash book for the Sandy Lake Lumber Co. is included in the Bonness
papers, but a cash book for F. W. Bonness & Co. covering the period 1901
- 1902, shows the following entries on the debit side, in each case bal-
encing the sum total for the credit side:

2 Jan.
5 "

"
L)
"

n

4
5
6
7 "
8
9

Febr.,

Jan.
L]

1t
Feb.
"
"
n
"
L1}
"
"

i &
12
15
21
26
29

1
19
26
31
4
i)
11
13
18
19
18
21

J. J. Howe

/no date/

F. R. Boness
F. W, Boness

J. J. Howe

F. W. Bonness
J. J. Howe

$4,295.71
1,332.31
1,368.37
1,265.76
1,340,43
1,238.56
7,018.49
, 680,69
9,828.36

9,811,33

7,131.43
1,015.42
1,244.62
1,264.65
1,139.09
1,246,38
1,121.75
8,730.28
1,027.26
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Page 19 . 4,296.77
ol 1,829,49
e ! 1,664.04

22 1,266.96
23 1,618,.79
24 1,878.58
25 b 1,814,.48
26 1,295,311
27 1,485.56
28 V. Bonness 20,879,67
29 7,256.70
29 Howe 811.36
30 1,446.33
31 1,646.,07
32 2,068.,07
33 2,814.29
34 1,693.64
35 2,381.55
36 . 1,836.72
37 1,586,13
38 Bonness 19,516.38
38 Howe 1,282.656
39 Howe 3,995.57
40 4 2,731.37
41 23,520,351
42 2,299.99
43 2,277.55
44 1,836.55
45 1,212.44
46 e R |
47 1,747.39
48 2,102,05
49 T73829.357
50 F., W, Bonness 26,339.27
8l 1 J. J. Howe 1,011.86
52 7,044,23
53 2,036.64
54 1,819,72
55 4,193.12
56 1,124,64
57 1,263.68
558 1,507.66
69 2,196,97
60 1,426,98
61 3,380.94
62 1,789,79
63 2,575.65
64 F. W. Bonness 21,641.82
65 s Wt o ™ 2,686,02
65 J. J. Howe 5,259,580
66 5,396.97
67 2,035.48
68 1,601.65
69 1,081.53
70 1,760,.17
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13 2,818.50
72 23 1,846,16
73 25 1,087.65
74 22 . Bonness 26,850.16
75 X - Howe : 2,775.88
76 6 2,8568.65
b i 10 2,856.64
78 19 1,598,.53
79 26 3,137.49
80 24 Bonness 24,294,68
81 10 Howe 2,998.71
82 14 3,398.41
83 18 2,176.46
84 3 1,610.58
85 8 2,642.85
86 15 1,987.19
87 24 3.994.11
88 31 2,550.65

89 15 F. W, Bonness ' 32,496.94

The cash book ends with this deate and the next following volume
staerts with November 1, 1902,
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In "History of the Upper Mississippi Velley," by O'Neill, 1881,
the following stetement is found on page 657

"Outside the villiage /Kitkin/, there is but little settlement in
the county. A few sellers are located at the mouth of Willow river, and a
few have homes at Sandy Lake,"

The Aitkin Age, September 20, 1900, lists the following representatives
from verious places to the Republican County Convention thet year:

"Sandy Leke: Wm Wakefield, Mark Libby, Wm. Jude.
Kimberly: M. J. Shorwell, J. P, Williams, Gus Williamson.
Sicottes: Frenk Clark, F. W, Day, J. B, Clark."

M. H. S., 12"10-40.
Alver Norbeck

Residents of Sendy Leke cast a totel of 27 votes in the State and
County elections in 1890, according to a table of Offisial Count, published in
Aitkin Age, November 15, 1890, They appear to have voted Republican about 4 - 1,

: I heve been unable to locate the thesis, An Introduction to the
History of Lumbering in Minnesota, by Donald Wilson Snell. Index files of the

Menuseript room end the Library contain no entry of that title. The Manuscript
room hes in its possession some unclassified item, which I em now going through
in an effort to locate the thesis,

This source, the Lawler fire, and some newspaper news items, regard-
ing Bonness and Douglas, is 2ll there is left on my list now. Would appreciate
additional source material,

M. H. S., Dec, 10, 1940
Alvar Norbeck.

J. T. Odegeard: Erindringer.

The author came to America 1867, end settled at Long Lake in
Watonwen county in the autumn of that year.

While Mr. Odegeards recollections are most interesting they are
confined to the southern pert of the state chiefly the region around and
about Watonwen county., I failed to find anything thet touches upon the
Sandy Leke region, or even upon Aitkin County in eny respect.

Although this book is published for the most part, in the Norwegian
lenguage, it contains a very interesting letter in English in which an old settler
remaining here responds to request for information, ebout the early days, to Mr,
Odegaard, who at that time has returned to Norwey.
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