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A Preamble

Spring makes her gallant effort every year;

The wild plum spreads her silver to the moon,
ihe pine thrusts upward tender, new green shoots
And listens, knowing thet around his roots

ihe stealthy fest of Fall will rustle seong

Then guickly boisterocus Winter will appear

To hurl chill, tattered clouds across the sky,

Ard every blossom, every leaf must diel

Winter is but & week skimmisher, able only te harrass and impede
for a time before making his seasonal retreats DBut the ice-cap that for
thousands of years pushed irresistably sahead, trampling everything in
its forward drive, was like en inexorable srmys Its onslaught was nothing
short of totel wery and the object of war is not to @émnoy the enemy, but
to anihilate him.

Many years ago this relentless flinty weight moved over northern
Himmesota and buried or boré away every vestige of life and growth, stripptd
to its granite bones the face of Nature and left it scarred and weeping fram
the ravishmenty DBubt Spring returmed, and the same harsh chisel that so ruthe
lessly abraded the earth had gouged out the mighty Misslssippi to drain away
the taars.

Spring cames The bleak monotony of miles of ice gave way to the

warm brown hue or naked earthe The glacier's crunching grind was replaced




by the murmur of quiet streams and the cataract’'s exultant song of
liberations The rounded plumpness of the hills took on & tinge of
green, forests sprang up as if to crown with living plumes the victor
in a battle ages longs Spring was here again.

How long this recreated splendor luxuriated in solitude we do
not knows But finally eyes came to see end ears to hears, Birds bustled
and twittered in the foliage, young rabbits frolicked in the dush, small
proy squeaked its terror as a white owl swooped by on wings just over
silence, and vulpine creatures prowled hopefully, sesking signs of death
where life was now renewed,

Then there wers men, Not busy men, at firsty Not white men,

with their biting axe, but Indiens, living leisurely and close to theiy

surroundingss Their moceasine, habitually light, larely disturbed the
forest mould as they flitted between the crusted, brovm=gray trunks, alert
for foods Overhead the pines whispered in the breath of lake Superior and
ripe cones, falling, bounced softly on the padded sarths The red men heard
it all, and to him it was musice WMusic that he understoods lle sew all
about him the plenty waiting for his needs, and he was contente An ine
telligent being had arriwed, Conscience was his only court and reprisal
hils sole statutes Native shreWwdness was his advocate, and brawn and courage
the bailiffe for enforeing all decrees. Ruled by the simplest and most
Primitive of codes, this man lived end loved and fought among his kind
until another race entered hies Eden, tempted him to destitution with an
apple in a bottle, and kicked him cut.

ihe white men cames Only a few, in the begimning, restless and
venturesome, come to explore the lands Then, fired by tales of wilderness

wealth, came more and more =-=trappers and traders and blase gontlemen




from civiligsation, all intent upon amessing & fortune by transferring

the pelt from the besver's back to thet of milady overseass They

ame into the country full of talk of moose and btuffalo and beaver, of
woods and rivers and tribes with whom to trade for furss Same of them
prospered mightily, more eked out a bare existence, others froze to death,
or drowned, or gave up their secalps to satisfy the vanity of a race thet
was less meticulous in the matter of furs than were the ladiés of Eurcpean
courtse  Fow, il any, in that early day, thought of the forest as a com~-
mereial product in itself, or of the land as a place to plant seedss, The
former wes merely a cover for wﬁld life, the haunt of game and fur, the
latter the base in which its roots were bLraced, like the standard of a
Christmas tree,

Of guch wag the first white wave composed: len with the instincts
of the ' Indian, plus the selfisimess and greed and finesse asquired in
cultural contactss Brave men,; but avid and ruthless, who would have
ridiculed the idea that they were trespassers. Nonsensel The red men
possessed no records, no books of title registryl JNor had he any survey

maps, with heavy red lines marking the boundaries of his domain, nor any

well=equipped army teo defend thems Wiy, s0 far as they knew, he hadn't

even sorambled out of a cance with a priest and a couple of guides and
planted a flag, after the fom approved by all civiligzed nations, proclaims
ing the land from there to all horizons to be his ownes Nonsensel TFinders
keepnrs, heres The red men had lived in this country for untold generations
without finding its As a finder, he stood nearly at the bottom o' the list.

Only white men are good finders,
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Next oame the lumbermens Civilization had been steadily breasting

the current of the Nisslsgippi, and civilization demanded houses, liouses
and stores and churches end schools, And & great outside market for lum=
ber aleoc hed developed, Maine and Michigen had boen dénuded to the extent
that bothersome supervision and restriotions in the cutting of pino were
thinning the gravy in & menner that 4rked a men who was accustomed to take
ing his thilck and riche The timber barons turned their eyes westward to
the upper reaches of the Mississippi river, IEngland had been builléing
ships for some years with tisbers fram the Big Pork country, floated north-
Ward down the Big Fork to the Hainy River et the Canadian boundary, but the
Mississippl valley had not yet been invadeds The trees growing there could
be ocarried by the great stream directly to the mills at Minneapolis,

The timberweruiser, unlike the explorers who preceeded him, had eyes
Tor only one thing ===pines His employer was interested in that alones And
his employer was an industrious man, and ambitious, eager to aocquire by hook
or by erook the lion's share of a vast natural crop he had not planted.  The
tinberelooker must estimate the stand end locate the choicest sections,
not%ing meantime the lakes and freshet=stream and the lie of the land, To
bring this Information back to the timber~baron, he must not only visit the
area, he must march observantly through all sectivne of ite Iut he kmew his
work and loved 1%, snd was always ready to sét out,

Up streams and into lakes he paddled, the pine woods sliding slowly
past, revealing nothing that lay a dozen paces beyond the water's edges le
had his pack-sack, and he was sn expert woodsmans Il was mcoustomed to
sleeping out, and he could thread the forest to its uttermost edge and
find his way back to the eove consealing his cances He could return unere

ringly in any semson to his quarter-stakes, Iie could tell, within a




figure amaszingly close,the stumpage they enclosed. So he went ashore,
made his cache, end slipped into his pack-harness,

He was in the wildernesss The semp wilderness thet had intrigued
Groseilliers end Radisson and sieur Duluth; the unbroken forest that had
been traversed by Zebulon Pike, and whose winding streams had been follcw—
ed 80 tirelessly by Omss and Schooleraft and Jeseph Nicollet, Greut scaley
boles stood thick on every hands The silence was unbreken save for ih
wind in their tufted branches far aboves But he was not in s wholly une
inhabited lend. At long dntervalc he ceme upon & mission, snd there were
still trapperss 4And, ¢f course, an occasional trader's cabines Ferhaps
at the border of a clear lake, & bundled sguaw hung over a small fire while
2 buck smoked kimmikinnick on a mocse~hide before the deor«flap, and a mangy
cur licked the face of an imperturbable papooses The cruiser caught the

unclean odor of grease end slovenliness, IHe saw those things, ho sonsed

every scene end sound, as he marched onward through the woodse DBut only

stumpage registoreds Nothing but timber counteds That, he must kmow all
sbouts He must be nble to make a Tull report on it %o the men who sent

him out, for they were getiing

=3

ready to send the loggers into the woods,
Enter the lumberjackss These men, as typically American as the
cowbeoy, snd fully as colorful, came from Canade, from Nichigan, from
Mainejy Soots, irishmen snd Yenkees, nearly all of them, at firsts They
were skilled men in thelir line, many of them born in the woods and still
mindful of a little axe as the first toy of s mele child after his fturdy
coppur-toed boots permitted him te venture out of doorss Now they were
rough and tough, earnest snd energetic in their work, boisterous at play,

and ready &t any time for a good fight e==:8 & handy and most potent




argument, for prestige, for revenge, or Just for fune No quarter was
asked, no holds barred, and no fouls called. They fought as they had
gecen the bull moose fight, with attention focused solely on final results,
Whoever coined the term "hee=man" must have lkmown them.

in the main, however, the lumberjacks were pesceful and goodnatured
men, contented with a lot that held 1little of comfort or of gaing tolerant
of conditions which often would have wrung & growl of protest from ¢ Folar
beary Simple, honest, hardworking, improvident men, with the playful
epirit of s Mastiff puppy end about as much knowledge of the value of money,
whe were all too often shamelessly hernswogzled Ly gamblers, sdloon=keepers,
bankers, and their own employers alike,

These men lived in woods camps and harvested the pines Seldom dure
ing the leng cutting eeason did they get out, even to the crude little village
which was the center of their supplies. very weekday from dawn to dark
the frost=tinselled sir oarried the hubbudb of their activities; the robuss,
usually profane, shouts of the teamsters, the echoing choek of their hungry

axes, the swish of their leng, keer saws, the muffled erash of falling

treess They were magicians with their toolss They could drop & tree a-

eross a tendane spresd upon the grounds Some of them could set & stake

A

ten peces from the bole, on the line sleng which it had been decided to

lay the tree, and drive it with the falling trunk, Some sould pin down
& match on top of & stump and with & full, high swing of the axe ignite
it, the keen edge missing the hesd by so narrow & margin that a smooth,

Wulck friction was csused &s the blade sank in to its thicker partes OSuch

truly prodigious feats inspired the fantidtic tales of Paul Bunyene




In the spring ceme the drives Sixteen, eighteen, even twenty
wours a day, the men on the drive wallowed and worked, sometimes in

icowater up to their necks. This work required exceptionsl skill as

£
well as extraordinary endurance, and it corrﬂndcc the highest wages in

This money was therouzhly appreciated by the lumberjaeck;
because, a8 & rule, his winter's pay check was pones What remained
after the bankers and merchants got through shaving it had been eirily
tossed away on a spree in the backwoods towns  Let it zol There wus
the drives le could ride the dogs to the Twin Cities, and arrive with
money in his pockets mguins There he would linger until the next fall,
railroading or doing whatever offered, heading for the woods again with

ie firet enow, brokes He was & jolly lumberman and lumbering was his
Le never considered himself seriously employed doing anything
€lses 'If you asked hinm at any time during the summer where he was

whon winter ceme, he would grin with happy anticipation, and

would purgle Jjuicily from behind e huge cud of Glimax, "Back 1
sAoh-Zadae

timberd"  All other jobs were temporary, m0r9A>' b and
haps the most fleeting of all, was regarded as his life's work.
commereial Limber is one today.

While pine still wes king and the liberman was writing his chapter
of Itasca county's history, mem attracted to the area by the lure of great
reward from forest products discovered the ish nature had not
fined her gifts to theses Iron was there, also, unbelievably rich ore,
packed solidly from deep down in the earth to the very roots of vegetation.

Prospectors came, and drillers, promotors, speculaters. land stripped
of its pine, and in acme instances abendoned, preved to have much more wealth

underneath then had been gathered from ite surface, Towns sprang up on the




lesabe Renge, and the reilroad cames . More mines were opened and e
veloped, and more miners came to Itascas They established real homes
the lumberjack did note The miners! children will remaing of the
lumberjack we have a saga =-~a: of the pine.

The farmer finde Itascas As early as 1823 missionaries, and some
traders, were teaching the wild Indians of Minmesota to plant corne In
1839 the Indien Bureau had a repgularly employed farmer at the Pine county
Pokegama mission for instructing them in raising this cereal, turnips,
potatoes, and other gerden cropss By the troaty of 1863 it was agreed
that the goverrment wes %o furnish the Chippewa of Northern Minnesota for
fifteen yoars with a dlackemith, a miller, a doctor, a farmer, end farme
ing toolss For years s larpe community of Indlans, said teo be e numercus
as eight hundred at times, lived at White Csk Point and engaged in primitive
agricultures DBut the Redman's interest Had been sluggish and his ap~
plication haphesards Perhaps the richest frult of his efforts was to turn
up In soattered spots & soil so lush as to ettract the attention of white
men vho knew the wvalue of good land ard loved it.

Up the trail where it splits the pines on the crest of & hill, an
oceasional homesteader's ocutfit cenbe seen resting the oxen while curiocus

eyes look out on their valley of promise, O(m 811 sides the thinned forest

’t‘ -
5til]l whigpers end nods fretfully as if disturted by memories of mgn's ree

cent violence, and within the waron is hopeful talk of grass and crops

and o future farms The cattle again bow patiently beneath the yoke, their
wrinkled dewlaps swinging, their eloven feet cutting into the trail, heavy
wheels turning with groaning deliberations Creaking and rolling, Always

the wheels of progress make complaint,

The earlier settlers of Itasca were simple, awkward and erude, their




life stark end meagers Men fashioned furniture, oxeyokes, stone~boats,
with the adze, drew=knife and auger, For their women, each day was a
turbulent river of toil to be crossed, in which thers was no isle of
reste With the slenderest of resources great things were accamplished
by these pioneer wives, Peul Bunyen's country wes & fit setting for
their activities,

They workeds They hed found a beautiful spot, but they must
toil for the necessities of lifes The first visible results of their

labors were thelr rude ecabins and & few sparse corn patches, littered

with stumps and reeling crazily as to rowse 'fter s while horses cEme
[ W
replaeing the ox at the breakings plows them larger flelds appeared, stumpe

clear end squaredj then ditches, fences, stables came, and ocowbells tunked
hellowly where the fireflies winked in the meadows. Resl farms had conme
to ltasca.

And at the riverside, where the mighty Mississippl celms with
depth after an impetuous halfemile rush, & small eluster of log builde
inge, standing against a background of thick forest, exhiblted sipms
of village life end commercisl sctivitys Orand Repids.

alree

Here at the hend of navigation had bemn ercctedﬂand "stopping
places,” boat=landings and warehouses, end the timy log settlement had
become the center of supplies for lumbormen, miner, contracter, farmer

and Indiane A windowsshopper would have found poor pastime loitering

=%

before thoge tiny frost=blesred peness Even inside no ;lagxl show=cases
displayed jJewelry and fancy notions, Hothing but stern necessities could
be found upon the shelves; but everything that was needed by these people
at this time was kept in stocks And business was brisks And 1t increased
in volume as the surrounding area of activities spread until fram this point

was served, in all industrial and damestic commodities, a territory as




s large as the republie of Switeerland.

The showeases and gewgaws came, and the beeputiful window dise

plays, in fine modern bulldings, are eyed apprecimtively by the famillies

of substantial citiszens who are ¢ontentedly and permanently employed,

Good schools, churches and libreries flourish, besutiful homes face
treo=lined streets, excellent hotels end restaurante welcome the stranger
tom, and all things that have been adopted for the health, safety,

ort and convenienoce of the most advanced ecitlies are to be Tound today

n Grand Bapids.

They were

ee their works attest, let a
sturdy towmn, built by them in
2 lovely spot, be their it

momuments




Preface

The history of Crand Fapids has been written to satisfy in some
measure the naturel pride of its older citizens in their home towm,
and to acquaint the later gemerations and the atranger with some of
the qualities which have endeared it to thems For the young are often
unmindful of the hereie inoidents in the birth and growth of their owm
commmitys To them, it is Just homes It was there when they arrived,
and it is ell so familiar that not many of them lhmve thought to inguire
into any possible remeuce in its developments To the vacationist and
the sportaman, it is just a beautiful spot in which to rest and play,
where cool forests and clear lakes offer relaxation and where game and
fish are yet plentifule Few of them reslize that only fifty years ago
the country through which they towr over splendid roads was a wildere

ness ag rew and untemed 5o iheée Minnesota viewed Ly Hennepin, and tra=

)
\
versible only by cence and affot, with a packéiacks It is believed that

their appreciation of the community of 1941 will be enhanced by an
understanding of what it was like in the beglmmings That they will ree
lish the romance of a town's growth from a log trading post in a vast
expense of ¥irgin tisber, deéaling wholly with Indiapns and a few fuyr
traders, to the modern center of playgrounds to which they oome for re=
creatione

The book seeks to describe the settlement and econeomic develop=
ment of one of America's most recent frontiers, a vast unmapped territory
almost half as large as the republic of Switszerland, yielding nothing of
value to civilization but i“ur;, and beasting no village save those of
the aborigines until & little tovn was started by white men on the

Misslseippi River's bank at Thundering Bapidses That town was to become




Grand Bapids; snd to write its history entails setting down the ennals
of all of old Itaseca countys Thourh consisting of but a half degen
erude log buildings, Grand Repids was the metropolis, and dosens of popu=
lous mining end lumber camps scattered in the wilde that stretched to the
Cenadian border, one hundred miles to the north and two hundred miles teo
the nertheast; were the suburbs.

“hen the onslaught on the pine began, and later, as men came in
to rouge out ltasca's weslth of iron ore, Grand Rapids was the point of

contact for all, trapper, coureur de bois, lumbermen, miner, Its saloons

served as club, town hall and forum for the whole wast territory as,
after organization, its modest courthouse served as the center of roverne

ments

The story of Grand Hapids divides itself naturally into four partss

(1) the Indian period, when the ondy inhabitants of the area were the
aborigines and the ococasional white man come either to christisnize or
exploit themy (2) the ante=rail pereid, during which the tote~road, pack
trall and river served to bring in the implements and supplies with which
the forests were logred off) (8) the tramsportation period, in which raile
roads made possible the shipment of ore and of logs too far from water
to be floated; and (4) the settled period, during which ocmmerce became
settled and supported by permanent industries, and the towm drew abreast
sulturally with older commmities.

The blography of a midget may well be as voluminous as that of &
two~hundred-pound man, and research work has disclosed the faet that evem

& small town may fumish historicel materials enough to make a compilation




of astonishing proportionss Iiowever, it is not the aim of the writer to
make a Uext=book; and so no place is given to records and statistics which
are available to all, in the cownbty archivess It ig felt that the present
work will benefit if the space they would demand is given over to the per=-
haps less wvitel but more celorful incidents so fiften neglected, Research
liag beon diligent and painstaking, and it is believed thet the nerretive

is mcourate, in the main, Wherever an original source was aveilable,

nothing elge was considered, and in cases where aged people, by roason#

of faulty memory, did not coneur, all posgible corroborative evidence
was gethered and the most probeable version of the matter useds Current
newspaper items were moceptod as reliable, especially when séycrﬂl local
sheels agreed, but feature stories and reminiscences were regarded with
cuspicion untll eleared by thorough investizetions The same is tiue of
traocts, folders, brochures, and prospectuses,

Full use wae made of the Minmeapolis Publie Library, of the 1ibe
raries connected with the MNinnesota liistoricsl soclety and the State
University in Ste Peul, Btate and county recerds were consulied, in 8¢,
Peul and in OGrand Rapids, and the files of ull Twin City and Itasoa County
newspapers were exsmined cerefully, lMuch of the most colorful meterial
was gleaned Ly personal interview with old residemts of Grand Repids and
vieinlty, and thus, at almost the cleventh hour, preserved for posterity.

The writer tried diligently but unsueccessfully to commect up the
illustrous explorer Zebulen Pike end the widely lmown treders Dickeon,
Grent and Morrison with (rand Repides, corroborating loceal legend and news=
paper writings. Pike can be traced to Pokegema Falls, but he-arrived there

overland from Sandy lLake, by the old Willow River trail, afoot, and probably




never sapproached the site of Grand Rapids neareyr then a couple of miles,
All three of the pioneer traders renged the country round sbout by canoce
end afoot for several years, and may heve shot the white water of the
Thundering Repids many times, but no euthentie record of such an event was
discovered,

There have been gaps in the story of the great aree of which Qrand
Rapide 1s the administrative center which have been diffiocult to bridge.
At a tine when Itesca wes unorganized, even unsurveyed, and included all
that vast terra incognito stretching north from Mille lace to the Canadisn
border, which border itself had hot even been determined, there were no
records save trappers tales mnd Indien legends, There were no officers,
end no Jmewn lines of Jurlsdietion to guide them bad there bLeen any. law
did not exist, save in the promouncements of the great fur companies and

the strength of the individusl to preserve his omms From this primitive

state, Itasea entered a period when it was governed from Aitkin county,

then, later, a twoe~oounty government was set up for Adtkin-Itasca, and it
soems Thet for & time two distinet county bosrds were attempting to function

w
} &

simultaneously, Finally Itasca became & county in its own right, a county
80 great in gize fhat threo eastern states could have been hidden in its
forests, and so completely undevelaped that throughout its nearly six
G

thovsand square miles there was not sven one rod of roadwys Its fow ine

- p
habitants helr way hither and yon as necessity required by cance or
afoot, es Cass and Schooleraft hed dones Theén the dividing berens Terrie

’ - L~ )

tory was lopped off iIn great tracts ~=<Cook county, leke County, Carlten

& 3 ¥ 2 £
Cass, Ste Louis, and Cinally greet Coochichings and still Ttasea is one

1 v - 3

of the largest counties in the United States, east of the Missiseippl River,

with about half its townships yet unorgsnizeds All these changes added to the

research worker's burden, and at tises to his confusion,but thanke to cheerful,




wholehearted co-operation on the part of fellow-workers, librarians and
obliging oitizens, it is believed that the chronicle es it here appears is
in the main an acourate story of the little logging town of Grand Rapids.

We are deeply indebted to the Village Council of Grand Rapids, the sponsors
of this beok, end their associates, for generous so=operation throughout its pre=
paration, An inecident that occcurred when the research meterisl was being re=
duced to manuseript form is illustrative of this helpful spirite It came to the
attention of the Grand Rapids Commerciaml Club that the writer to whom the manue
script was assigned had never visited the village; & cordial invitation was
immediately issued, under which our writer spent several days there, all ex=

penses paid,

e
Especial thanks are du’\to the pioneer residents of the village who gave

60 generously of their time in the many interviews conducted by Edward Sumner,
who wrote this narrative, and by John E. Shaw, who gathered and organized the

research material on which it is baseds Ve are grateful, too, for the patient
assistance given by Librarian Meta C. Eennett and staff of the Grand Hapide

Public Library.

Roscoe Macy, State Supervisor

Minnesota WPA Wiriters' Project




The following salutation was written specially for this book by Jules T,

Gendrom, M. D,, and translated by Mery Roseman,

Noue vivons sur leos verts rivages

Du grand fleuve Neschacebe,

Ou 1'Mistoire a grave des pages

Que le Temps n'a pas absorbes
Sur ces bords ombrages de forots primitives
Hous avone apporte le flambesu du Progresk,
De sorte qu'aujourd'hui nos initiatives
Ont falt de ce village un vcentre d'interets
Dang la science, l'art et les moeurs agricoles.
"Venez" disent m tous nos brillentes ecoles,
"Nous cocupons un rung que 1'on peut emvier',
"Ieid nous fleurissons” disent nos industries;
"Le pain du treveillour ost facile a gagner",
"Venez nous oultiver" wvous disent les prairies,
“Car notre sol gecond saure vous rembourser”.
"Venes" disent des lacs, les bois ot los rivieres,
"Batir ol villas et modestes chaunieres,
"Et pecher le brochet, sussl, chassor le daim".
C'est une terre heureuse ou 1'on seo plait & vivre,
Cu plein d'assurance au traveil on se livre,
Ou 1%on veut demeurer meme apres notre fine

Jules "« Cendron, M, D,

%o live on the green banks

Of the mighty Miseissippi,

%hero the inky pages of humen History
Are still wet,

On our chores, shaded by anclent forests,

“e have cherished the torch of Frogressp

Today, by our very wills,

Yie have made of our village the dwelling=place

Of sclentiste and artists and tillers of the seil,

"Cone," our schoole becken guietly to ell,

We are reanked with the first.”

"Here we are flourishing,” ery our industries exultingly.
"Daily bread can be won heres"




And the grasses of the prairies whisper, "Comel Cultivate usi
fie spring from & richness thet will reward yous"

Lakes, woods, rivers--all invite the newecomey
To tuild the spacious country home or the modest cottage,
To bait the pike und hunt the bucks

Qurg==
A land of good fortune, where we live

A eonfidence of power to toils
Mgy wo live hore etornally is our wishe

Translation by Mary E. Hossmane

Dooctor Jules Gendron, Foet lLaureate of Cansde, was born in the province
of Quebec, but since 1904 had made his home in Orand Repids, Ninnesotes Ile 18
the author of several cutstanding books, all written in French, tho language

iy

his facile pen preferss "le Charlaten,” oy in English, "The Quack,” 1s a

humorous novel of the medical profession, of which Dps CGendron is a distine

guished members "Hochos Pootiques” is m wolume of lyrie poems; and ancther
book deals with the life of French Cansndians in the United Statess IHis most
important work is en epic consisting of more then J00 pages of types It's
title is "Chevaliers 4' 011," and it is & narrative poam reciting the efforts
of the French in Canada %o maintain their lanpguage, traditions and libertiess

Mory B« Rossman is & teschsr in the Crand Rapids publie scheolss




CHAPTER X
location and Description

A stranger visiting Grand Rapids for the first time 1s at once
impressed with the thought that hereé is a town that was built exactly
where it belongeds At the foot of a succession of cataracts three and
a half miles long, it marked the heed of navigation on the upper liississ~
ippi river in a day when the steamboat was the only means of supplying
the many great camps engaged in Harvesting the piney Thus situated,

Grand Rapids was for meny years the prineipal logging center of northern
linnesota. = Thousands of woodsmen working in camps established at numerous
points within a radius of a hundred miles were outfitted and fed from

this point, MNeandering tote-roads, over which foure-ox teams crawled with

%
great cart-loads of provisions and paraphgpelin, radiated, crookedly from

this point to all cormers of the vast timbered wilderness it served, For
there were no railroeds, there were no highweys, and after the toods had
been deposited on the Grand Repids wharf by the steamboats, they were either
"toted" or "packed" to théir destinationm in the big woods.

Now the town, with e population of 4,884, 1941 federal census, is
the prosperous cepitel of Itasea county, the gateway to the beautiful
Chippewa National Forest, the central point of the famous Arrowhead resort
areea, and the most important town on the one~hundred=and=fifty-mile stretch
of the Great Northern between Cloguet snd Bemidii,

Above the dem §8side the hendsome, thoroughly modern Elandin Paper
Mill, is an extensive pond which stores great quantities of pulpwood.

Below the dem the Migsissippi, cleer as the water in your office cooler,

dashes riotously over many-colored rocks, under a fine bridge of modern




construction, then calms at the foot of the rapids and sweeps sedately
around a southward bend out of sights The town'lies on both banks,
the business section being confined largely to the northern shore, while

& beautiful résidential section occupies a gentle, well=wooded hill on

the southeily sides The county hospital stends in this quiet preocinct,

also, where no more dlsturbing sounds are heard than the hushing of the
big trees and the murmur of the river in its haste to reach the quist
Just belows

Writing in the Falls Evening News, W, W, Winthrop, Esq., of St,

Anthony, gives a brief deseription of a trip through this region in 1857,
The following excerpt is teken from his letter as quoted in the St. Paul

Pioneer Demoerat Weekly of November 12, 1857,

“Leech River and the Nississippi above Pokegama flow through
immense fields of wild rice, abounding at this sedson in dusks and geese,
which:afford cepitelishooting and the best of eating * & 4 %= % xy  Ag
convenient intervals for' camping at night, the piney banks extend to
the river; but generelly ere separated from the stresm by morasses of
from one mile to five miles broads Delow Pokegana, the rice fields end
morasses Jdisappeer and pine forests, interspersed with elm and ok, edge
to the river on both sidess

"Pokegama is the most interesting and romantie point on the
Fississippi above “ts Anthonys The river rushes through & narrow pass,
with a bold rocky bank on the northern side, and over a rocky bed, end
with & roar audible at a considerbble distance. There is no distinet
fall, but continuocus rapids for about a quarter of a mile, capable of
furnishing very great water power for future millse ‘- The Minnesota and
Dakotah Land Cempany contested with Mr. Dayton, of St. Paul, the possession
of Pokegama for a townsite, and each party has one or two men stationed here,
whose log houses make an agreeable nucleus for civilizetion in the wildernesss,
No lumber camp has yet been bLuilt as high up as Pokegama, but Mr. Libby, of
Ste Anthony, was stationed last winter only forty miles belows Belew Pokew
gama, at considerable intervals, are passed the log houses of the lumbermenj
and now and then you ascertain that you are sailing by the site of some future
town, such as "Moscow,' 'Maineville,! 'Portage City," etey * # » »

"% % % & » » pt Pokegama there is ##%ex g large village of Chippewas,
and * % % # lp, Winthrop found the Indians always civil and ftiendly; and
believes them to be generally so, except when their native wildgMness is ex-
cited to passion by the whiskey which is sold to them, in violation of all
law, by the unsorupulous traders. * * » % »"
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The town in the ideal spot, visualized by Winthrop, came into
being, but not under any of the names that suggested themselves to hims
Simultaneously with the raising of the first log bullding, the rushing
stream supplied the place-name by which the future village was to be
kniown,

Situated high and dry on the headwaters of the Vississippi river
and encircled closely by scores of beautiful, ory:stal-clear lakes teeming
with geme fisgh; Grand Rapids is, and ought to be, the most attractive and
popular summer resort in northern Minnesota, The town is well provided with
hotel faeilities, and the lodges and cottages of modern resorts offer the
vacationist splendid accommodations on the shores of the many lakes close
at hand. The plateau where the headwaters are gathered together for their

three-thousand mile flow southward to the pulf is over twelve hundred feet

above sea=level, end contains an srea of about five thousand square miles.

Within a short distance of CGrend Rapids one encounters streems which drain

north inte Hudson's Bay, east into lake Superior, and westward to the
valley of the Red River of the North.

The country round about Grand Repids is & veritable sportsman's
paradise., OSituated in the heart of the famous Arrowhead Country, clear,
sand-bottomed lekes sparkle on every hand, inviting the angler and never
disappointing ‘him, Deer end bear are abundant, and attract hundreds of
hunters in season; and Itasca county has esteblished a boweandearrow season

uring which enthusiastic archers may fellow their pporty hobby without
danger from rifle bullets. The whole area teems with waterfowl and liter-
ally thousands of scatter-gun addiets with bulpging game~bags are met with

here during the seasonal flights.




Itasca county, of which Grand Rapide is the commercisl as well as
the peliticel cepital, has an area of 1,819,6765 acres, of which 128,768
acres are water ==-one ascre out of every fourteén lies in its wondérful lakess
There are four lekes within the village limits, and eleven others within a
distance of fifteen miless The region immediately around the town is com=
posed of as fine agricultural land as is to be found in the state, land

that originally bore heavy stands of maple, birch, ash and the several oeks,

A+ Ls leFreniere, writing in the Minnesoilq Conservationist for

Karch, 1938, eaid:

"Two creameries in Grand Rapids handle a million pounds of butter=

& year not to mention large quantities of poultry, veal and eggs. The
ferritoryrarcundcCGrand  Bapids furnishes the famous Arrowhead potatoes,
whieh are put up clean in new 16,30, 60 and 100~pound mesh bags for the
Twin City end other merkets., Grand Rapids and Itasca county potatoes
should be pgood, for they have taken practically all the first prizes at
the state fair, state horticultural show and other shows for years and
yearss Farming is largely in communities, there being much lake area
and woodlands between the chief farming commnities. Thewe farming
sections are all quite extensive, and intensively developed, and when
one gets into them he can drive for miles in ferm territory that is even
more beautiful than the fearming sections of the southern part of Minnesotas

"Churches of almost all denominations serve the community. The main
fraternal orgenizations have lodges, and there is a Lions' Club and a
Rotary Club in Grand Rapidss The Grand Rapids Commercisl Club is the
leading community eivie organization and looks af‘ter what the members
choose to call the Yeommunity chores. * * * # » # af "

Rich open-pit iron mines cross the county line into Itasca at
Kewatin, and extend southwesterly in an unbroken range to, and beneath,
Crand Repids itself, appeering again across the river from town. Mining
operations are producing rich ore within two miles of the western corporate
limits.

There is & branch of the State Agricultural School at Grend Rapids,
and the Northern Experimental Stetion is located theres The Blandin Paper
lill produces over f{ifty tons of paper daily, snd gives steady employ-

ment to 256 men,
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Itasca county boasts the largest organiged school district in the
United Statess Ochool District Number Ome has at present one hundred and
sixty teachers, of whom seventy are employed in Grand Repids schoolse
The enrollment of this distriet for the year 1940 was 3,616 pupils, 1,755
of them in Grand Rapids, Number OUme meintains one hundred and thirty-
four bus routes, seventy-six using regular school busses, while fifty=-
elght use ordinary passenger cars to transport the o' ildrens There are
in the distriet thirtyenine one<room schools, three graded schools, a
Junior and a Senior High School, and eleven other schools of more then
one room eache Several of these latter teach scme high school subjects,

»

and one in the district, cutside of Grand Repids, gives the full high

school courses This famous school distriet is some sixty milee broad

from east to west, and has an equal north end south expanse. It is over
elghty=five miles between its extreme boundaries, and many of the busses
cover thirty-mile trips each school day.

Grand Rapids is easily accessible from all pointss - The town lies
one hundred and eighty miles north of Minneapolis on federal highway
number one hundred and eixty-nine, and eighty miles west of Duluth on
federal highwey number twe. Six trunk highweys converge at Grand Rapids,
88 many as at eny other point in Minnesota outside the Twin Cities. The
Great Northern railroad furnishes rail transportation, and there is regular
Northland bus service in four directionsy

Grand Rapids village airport, auxiliary, lies one and oneshalf miles
Se Es of Grand Repidss dry lake bed to N. E. Latitude, 47° 14'; longitude,
95° 31%. Altitude, 1,208 fest. irregular, sod, level, natural drainage;

three landing etrips, 2,500 feet H/S, 1,800 feet E/M, 2,000 feet WW/SE;
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entire fleld availables Trees in NW, and 5E. cornerss lNo servieing

GERERAL INFORNAT
Locations Orand Rapids is situated on the Mississippi river about
eighty miles, as the orow flies, due east of the streem's source in
the Itasoa Lake basine The town lies on both banks of the river at
the foot of & long steep rapids, which marks the head of navigation
for the boats which in an early day plied the stretch of water connecting
the northern forest area with the Iwin Cities,
Population: 4,884, 1940 Federal census.
Hallroads: = Great Borthern.
Bus Liness = Frequent regular Greyhound bus service in -all direotionse

Taxi Services Adequate and ressonable as to rates,

Alrportss Junicipal sirports Otis airport, four miles avay, privately
cvned, recently accepted as a defense unit, and the Coleraine Municipal
Alrway, five miles ddstant.

Highwayss U, 8. Noe 108, U 5, Nos 2 and €, I Nos 38, Splendid highways

make access to Urand Zaplds easy at all times, regardless of weather

conditions,

Parking Frivileges and Tourist Camps: Generous parking privileges everys

where; and dogéns of ommps olose at hand,

irafiiec Regulrtionss Sensible and lenient as safety permits,

Information Service: ‘Booth on U. S, Highway number 2 at Junotion of

number 169, at bus depot, hotels, and Fuller teckle shop.

Hotels and Restaurants: Numerous, Excellent and very reascmable in prices
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Hospitalss . splendld modernly equipped hospital in the village.
P S —— v +

Libraries; Yood publie libraries with many volumes.

e

Eotion Pleture Houses: fwo rood movie holses,

Fraternal @lubss lesonse Oddfellovwss

I--l‘-.l ..A J.\ d

Ball Park: Splendid beseball wark,
R A A Al -

Swimnings Two munieipal swimming beaches, one at Forest lake and ene
ot Crystals Ome at MeKinnon with dressing roomss

Tennis: Four good courtss

Golf:  Two pourses,

Boating and Cenceing: Facllities almost unlimited, end at very reasonable

renbals,
Neny beeutiful hikes, and always many kikers enjoying thems
winter:  Ski slide and three ice rinks. llookey,

Unexcelled in the United Statews All kinds of game fresh water

Yeer, bear, all water fowl, snd upland game in seasons
CHURCIH DIRBCTORY
A ewanes
AITHESS KSwmmne,
HUNITY wwePREEEYTERI ANS=e(ne

ite h_f.r 424

LUTHERAN«==Two, cne Swedish and one Hmglinhs

il TYwe=ines

Ole==(neos.
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The actual possession of the territory camprising the originel
itasca county may be described briefly as follows:

Fre=glacial ages, possibly paleclithic mans

Post=glacial perled, probably Hidatsa Indians (Gros Ventre),
NMound-builders, who undoubtedly were
early Siouan Indiens, the Pekotah &ioux,

The Columbian period; the Spanish,

Post~Columblan period, the Pronch and ®mgplishs

The 17th or 18th century, the 0jibwe (Chippewa)Indians.

The 16th century, the Federal Republic,

February 22, 1866, ceded to the United States by the Cjibwa,

The earliest historical information avellable tells us that in
April, 1682, leSalle tock pessession of the whole kississippl River Valley

in the peme of his sovereign, Louis the Great, of France, by right of

discovery end exploratio Ek‘cource this proclemation covered the site
o / 3 n@ 2 £

of Grend Rapids, as, indeed, it covered a goodly portion of the present
United States, when it is considered that the Hissouri, Ohio, Arkensas

Red rivers, as well as many other sizeable etreams, are tributary to

Father of Waterss DBut the early explerers never were niggardly in
the matter of acreage where a gift to the King was concerneds OUn this
initiative of laSalle rest most of the land titles in Minnesota, though
it was left for Nicholas Perrot to secure that portion of the state lying
within the Hudson's Bay watersheds This he did in M Ys 1689, by olaiming
for Frence all the countries and rivers inhebited by the Sioux, The
Marquis de Denonville, governoregeneral of Canada, had commissioned Perrot
"commander of the weet," which title would appear to be expansive enough
for even so broad e domains

fhere 1is considerable evidence supporting the belief that two Frenmch~

men, Oroseilliers and Kadisson, were the first white men to visit the

territory now cdamprising the state of limmesota, They were mingling with




the Sloux Indians &t Enife lake, in present Iansbee county, as early
as 1608+ At that time the numerous tribes of this great Indian nation
Were in possession of the whole country from the Nainy rive: to the Arkanses,
and from Leke Michigan to the Rocky Mountains,

<he northeast portion of this vast traet later beceme the state of
Hinnesots, and here lived the Dakotahs, the most powerful of all the Hae-
douesioux tribeses They were strong, werlike men,; subsisting largely upon

the buffale, from whioh fect Oroseilliers and Radisson ocalled

them "the nation of ‘the huafﬂ.“ in the summertime, they traveled socuth to

the prairies where the buffaloes were plentiful, but they withdrew into the
wooded sectione of the north for pretection from the stormg of winters The
two Frenohmen found a large tribe of them dwellin > in populous villares on
and about Mille lacs in 1660, end Duluth end Hennepin sew them there in
1679 and 1680, A® yet they were in the stone age of culture, using stone
hatchets, lmives, arrowe snd spesrheeds, Thair clothing wes made entirely
their dwellings were of earth and bark in the villages, of mats

and sikins when roaming afield,

buring the hundred years following lLaSalle's proclamation, French
fur traders and missionaries visitediand worked throu ghout nearly sll of
northern Kinnesota, but no effort was made at sett lement, and the first
permanent post anywhere in the region of Grand Rapids was mot established
until 1794, This was dtuilt and meinteined by the Northwest Fur Company on
Sandy lake, in the present Aitkin county, The following year a larger post
was ostablished on Leech lake, and shortly afterward we find one on Wimnibi-

. lake and another on Star Island, in Cass lake, MWhite men havée lived
and worked in the immediate vieinity of Grand Rapids ever since,

Ihe lLouisianm Purchase, March 10, 1804, gave the United States a

legal title to the whole ares of Einnesots, subject, however, to the right of




occupancy whioh it had been the policy of the Znglish end the French to cone-
cede to the Indiens, A% the time of this purchase, two nations of eborigines
occupied Kinnesota in unequal portions, separated by indefinite and unstable
boundariess The Dakotahs had been driven back year by year from leke Superior

by the repeated cnalaughts of the Cjibways until by 1770 the conguest by the

n

latter may be said to have teoome completes The decisive batile of Bathie,

on Mille lLaes, about 1744, broke the courage of the Siocuxs Their bows and
arrows could not avell ageinst the muskets with which the French traders had
supplied the Chippewss They fought heroicelly ageinst weapons which they

understand, but finally, beaten and disheartened, they gave up
sandy lalke, in Altkin county, all the upper lakes of the Mississippi wvalley,
end the country north of there to the Canadian boundary, as far west as the
ied River of the North.

The last stronghold of the Sioux to be abandoned was leech lake,
about 1748, after which the Chippewa dominion was supreme throughout the
northern timbered area of the state, and as far south as little Falls, and
indefinitely between Leech lake and the upper Minnésota rivers Periodioe
forays took place betweecn these two nations, however, umtil the Siocux had
been removed from the state after tho massacre of 1862,

Relatlions betwesn these two great mborigimal nations hed not always

been timee Warren, the 0Jibway halfbreed, writing his History of the Ojibws,

NED

in 1862, lays the blame for this perpetual warfare at the deor of the Sioux,

and gives an interesting narrative of how the enmity begans

"Five generations ago, shortly efter the Cjibways residing on the
shores of lake Superior had commenced to obtain firearms and ammunition of
the old Fronch treders, a firm peace existed between them eand the lakotas,
who then resided on the headwaters of the Mississippi and the midland country
which lay between this river end the great lakes

"Good will existed between the two tribes, snd the roads to their
villages were clear and umobstructed. FPeace parties of the Dukotms visited
the wigwems of the Cjibways, end the Cjibways, in like manner, visited the
tepees and earthen lodzes of the Dakotass The good feeling existing be-
tween them wae such that intermarriages even took plage between theme
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"1t appears, however, impossible that these two powerful tribes
should ever remsin long in peace with each oth r¢ On this coeasion the
war club had lain buried bubt a few winters, when it was again violently
dug up, end the sncient feud reged more violently then evers

"I11ewil] was first created in the breaste of the twe tribes
against one snother through a quarrel which happened between an Cjibway and
a Yakote gallant respeoting a wamen whom they both courteds The wamen wes
& Dakota, and the affair took plece at a village of her people. Of her
two sullors she preferred the Ulibway, and the rejected gallant in revenge
took the 1ife of his sucosssful rivals. This act, however, did not result
in lmnediste hostilities; it only reminded the warriors of the two tribes
that they lLad once been ememies; it required a more aggraviting cause than
this to break ihe tles which several years of pood understanding and social
intercourse had created between them, and this cause wes not long in forthe
comings

"Ihere wes an o0ld man residing at Fond du Las of Lake Superior,
whioh place had at this Limé alreedy become an important village of the
Ujibwayse This old man was loocked upom by his people with great respect
and eonslderction; though not a chief, he was & great hunter, and his lodge
evor abounded In plentys lHe belonged to the marten totem family.  He was
blessed with four sons, sll of whem were full growa and likely men, 'fair to
look upone' They were accustomed to make frequent visite to the villages
ef the Dakotas, emd they genmerally returned laden with presents, for the
young women of their tribe louked on them with wishful and longing eyes.

"Shortly after tho quarrel about the wemsn hed talen place, which
resulted in the death of an Ojibway, the four bBrothers paid the Dakotas
one of thelr usuel pesceful visitsy they procesded to their great town
at Mille lacs, which was but two days froamitheir own villagess During
the visit one of the brothers was troachercusly murdered, and but three
returned with safety to their futher's wigweme

"The old men did not even ccmplaln when lie heard that their former
enemies had sent hie son to travel on the spirit rond; and shortly after,
whon his three surviving sens asked his permission to go agaln to enter the
lodges of the Dekotas, he told them to go, 'for probably,' said he, they hdve
taken the life of my son through mistekes! The Brothers proceeded as before
to Mille laecs, and on this occesion {wo of them were treacherously killed,
and but one returned to the wigwem of Nis bereaved father. The fount of
the old men's tears estill did not open, though he blacked his face in
mourning, end his head hung low in sorrows

“Cnice more his sole surviving son requested to pay the Daketas a
peace visit, that he might look on the graves of his deceased brethrens
liis sorrow striken parent said to him: ‘0o, my son, for probably they have
struck your brothers through mistakes' Day after day rolled over, till
the time ocame when he had promised to return. The days, however, kept
rolling on, and the young man returned net te cheer the lonely lodge of
his fatheres 4 full moon passed over, and still he mede not his appearance,
end the old men beceme convineed that the Dakotas had sent him to Join his
murdered brethrep in the land of spirits. Now, for the first time, the be-
reaved father began to weep, the qigﬁt of his tears welled forth bitter
drops, and he fourned bitterly for his lost children,
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"tAn ojibwey werrior mever throws sway his tears,' end the old
man determined to have revenges FPor two years he busied himself in making
preparationss With the frults of his hunts he procured smmmition and
other materials for a war party. e sent his tobaceo and war glub to the
remotest villages of his people, detailing his wreng end inmviting them
to collect by a certain day at Fomddu lac, 'to go with him in sesrch for
his lost childrens' His summons was promptly end numercusly cbeyed, and
nearly all the men of his tribe reslding on the shores of the. great lake,
collected by the appointed time at Fond du lacs Iheir sealping Imives
had long rusted in disuse, and the warrlors oncé more were eager to stain
them with the blood of their old enemy.

"Having made the customary preparaticne end inveked the great
spirit to their ald, this large war party which the old man hed collected
left Fond du lLac, and followed the trail towerds Mille Lacs, which was
then considered the strongest hold of their enemies,; and wheére the blood
which they went to avenge had been spilt. The Dakotas occupied the lake
in two large villages, one being loecated on Cormorent point snd the other
at the outlet of the lakes A fow miles belew this last village they
possessed another considerable village on & smaller leke, connected with
Eille lags by a portion of Taum river, whieh run through its These villages
consisted moetly of earthen wipwams, such as are found still to be 4in use
emong the Arickerees and other tribes residing on the upper Missouri,

“The vanguard of thé Ojibways fell on the Dakotas at Cormorant
point early in the moming, and such vms the extent of the war party that,
bofore the rear had arrived, the battle at this point hed already ended
by the almostFtotal extermiination of its inhabitante; a sihall remmant
only retired in their cences to the greater villsge located at the entry.
Thie the Ojibways sttacked with all thelr forces}; after a brave defense
with their bows and barbed arrows, the Deketas téok refuge in their earthen
lodges from the more deadly weepons of their ememy,

"The only manner in which the 0jibways could haress and dislodge
them from theme otherwise secure retriats was to throw 2 smell bundles
or bags of power into the aperture made in the top of emch, both for the
purpose of glving light within and emitting the smoke of the wipwem fire,
The bundles, ignlted by ihe fire, spread death and dismay amongst the
miserable beings who crowded withine Net hevipg as yet, like the more
fortunate Ojibways, beon bleased with the presence of white traders, the
Dakotas wore still ignorant of the nature of gunpowder, and the idee
possessed thelr minds that thelr encmies were aided by spirits,  They gave
up the fight in despeir and were easily dispatcheds DPut a remmant retired,
during the darkness of the night, to thelr last remaining village on the
smallor lekes lere they made their lest stand, and the Ojibtweys following
them up, the havoe emong tholr remks was comtinued during the whole course
of another daye

"The next morning, the 0jibtways wishing to renmevw the conflict,
feund the village evacuated by the few who had gurvived their victorious
ermse ' They had {led during the night down the river irx their camces, and
it became a common saying that the former dwellers of Mille lLaos bacame,
by this three days® struggle, swept away forever from their favorite villege
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sitess The remains of their earthen wigwams are still plainly visible

in great numbers on the spots where these events are said to have occurreds;
they are now mostly covered by forests of maple trees. ' The 0jibways assert,
as proof of this tradition, that whenever they have dug into these mounds,
which they occasionally do, they have discovered human bones in great
abundance and lying seattered promiscuously in the soil, showing they they
had not been regularly buried, but were cut in pieces and scattered about,
as Indians always treat those whom they slay in battle."

This aceount, of course, is Indian traditions That the battle of
Kathio was fought, and with the results stated, there can be no doubt; but
1§ is hardly conceivable that the "full grown men" would repeatedly return
to the Sioux villages on "peaceful visits," or that their wise old father
would be so simple and so tolerant, It does not conform to Indalin character,

whatever the tribes That the Sioux were treacherous in theose techy days,

history furnishes @mple proof; but the same source does not completely ab=-

solve the Ojibways, nor the white men, with whom both tribes dealt, almost
always to their disadvantage.

Into the wilderness occupied by these tribes and a few adventurous
whites ceme Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, exploring ‘the country and seeking out
sites for United States military reservationss The United States government
was assuming control under the title gained by the Louisana Purchase, on
Harch 10, 1804,

the young officer, after successfully negotiating with the Sioux for twe
tracts, one at the juncture of the St. Croix and the Missiseippi, and the other
at the Talls of S5t. Anthony, where Fort Snelling now stands, ascended the great
river to Little Palls and thence Journeyed to Sandy Lake and on to Pokegama
Falls, IHe did not follow the river from Sandy lake to the falls, h%;;er, and
therefore Pike cannot at any time be placed at thé site of Grand Rapidse

"#%% On January 8, 1806, Pike, with Corporal Bradley merching in advance,
after a weary tramp, stumbled late at night upon the open gate of a stockade,
the Northwest Fur Company's post at Sandy lakes The agent, Grant, received him
with utmost hospitality ***, lere Pike remsined for twelve days, setting his

men to work at sawing stocks for traineaux qi'glace, or tobograns, constructed
after the menner of the country.
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"It was the twentieth of Januvary before Pike resumed the trail,
taking the Willow River route to Pokegama Falls, and thenece following
the Mississippi to the lLeech Lake fork. On the evening of the first of
February, the tireless explomer, with a single soldier, was ceremoniously wel=
comed to the leeoh lake post of the Northwest Companye ****% Lo wag satisfied
that he had reached 'the main source of the Mississippi,' and had *accomplish~
ed his voyages'" (Pike's Lxpeditions, 1, 281, 2824)

Lieutenant Pike went on to @gss lake where he remained only over night.
Returning he struck almost due south, overland, pest Whitefish lake, and
did not strike the Mississippi river again until he arrived at his cache,
near Little Falls, There he resumed his bosats and descended to St. Louis
te report, his mission aceomplished.

It is possible, even highly probable, that the trader Willian Morrison
was at Thundering (Grand) Repids betwsen 1804 and 1811, but no concreto
evidence ‘appears to that effect. (Folwell, 1, 117) and David Thompsen,

ms
geographer for the Nerthwest Company certainly hed traveled ‘uch in thet

region even a8 early as 1798, (Folwell, lLl&i) As the repids formed a

part of the main cance route through the region, it may be assumed that the
Northwest Company's agents Dickson end Grant, covering all that territery,
passed the site of the future Grand Rapids many times. It is certain that
Schooleraft and Cass together passed up, and dowm again, between July 16 and
July 30, 1820; end that Schooleraft paddled his cances along those wooded
shores on his memorable expedition to lake Itascs in 15;2. _ﬁ?story records

dfe t

that in 1836 Joseph Nicollet, bent on exploring the basin oﬁksource-lakes

of the Mississippi, ascended the river to its .source, thus tentatively linke
ing another of the great early exploeers with the beautiful spot which was
at that time called impartially Thundering kapids and Long Rapids.

In 1842 the Viebwter=Ashburton t¥eaty established the boundary line

between Cenada and what is now Itasca county, and in 1849 the eounty was

formed, to include all of Minneseota from Mille lLacs north to Canade. This
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governmental unit embraced the present counties of Aitkin, Itasca, Carlton,
Koochiching, Lake, Cook, and St. Louis counties, and part of Cass county,
and was one of the original nine counties into which the newly established
Kinnesota Territory was divided.

Though &xtensive enourh at the time of its formation, in 1849,
campletely to hide within its timbered reaches three eastern states, Itasca
county had a known white population of less than half a hundred souls,

A fur company's agent with his Indian wife and perhaps a halfbreed helper
was the nearest approach to a village, and even these groups were separated
by meny miles of erduous travel through swampland and dense forest. The
lakes and rivers were the only roads, the cance the only vehicle. But ltases

was bursting with wealth for the white man, and the white man cams.
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A mep made in 1860, & year after Mimmesota Territory was established
and eisht years bLefore she bocame e state, shows ltasca as a ¢county. Only
rivers, raplids, and same of the lakes are shown on this mep of a great une
surveyed region inhabited exclusively by Chippews Indians and a few fur treders.
Unly rivers end lakes ware of importence to men whose sole interest lay in
fures They were the lines of communication between isolated trading posts,
and' the roed to eivilization over which the season's take must be borme,
vwestward to and down the Mississippl to Sts louis, or'eastward to the head
of the Oreat lakes and thonoe to Detrolts On this ma’bﬂrund Rapids does not
appear =--nc setilement appears exoept a couple of embarketion points on
Lake Superiors

4Although Itasca was cstablished in 1849, it remained wnorganized
territory for many years, without govermmental machinery of shy porte De
ginning with 1805 other large counties were cut from its vast wilderness area
from time to time, and it was not until 1006 that these periodic smputations
finelly cemsed with the detachment of broad Xoochichinge

Altkin county, established in 1867, had become an organized ade
ministrative division of the state on June £0, 1871, and since 1867 en Aitkine
itesca twoecounty board of county commissioners hed been functioning under
legislative enactment of Pebruary 20, in that years This bLoard, chesen
from Altkin county residents, worlked under instructions from the attorney-
general of the state that the business of the two counties was to be transe

acted separately, and the proceedings of the board were to be so kept that

the lteasca records and bookse oculd be moved bogh}y whenever that county

should have & capital of its owne Their duties probably were not too arduous,

es Itasca at that time had a population of 237, end Aitkin only 1,388,
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It appears that this two-county board, which, so far as this writer
cen ascertain was sn institution unique in the ennals of American govern=
ment, was not wholly satisfactory to the men who were developing the country
Just below Pokegama Fallse Zven though they were fow, they were a determined
group; they lmew that they were fostering the nuclous of n busy cemmunity,
and they refused to submit to negleet by eny civic body lacking & proper ine
terest in ite progresss So they decided upon ensther unique move in county
administrations They simply designated themsclves county commissiocners of
“Itaske"” county end went to works

he proceedings of this "rump” board of county commissionors were,
of course, wholly without euthority snd illegalj but the pretenders evidently
never were suspected by their impecunious constituents, were backed and ae
betted by their opulent ones, in whose interests the two=county board did
not function smoothly, and their edicts were amccepted and given full force
and effects

The first entry in the book of "Itasca County Cammissioners Records"
is not dated, but the meeting took place sometime just prior to July 26, 1887,
and obvicusly was held for the purpose of inauguration,

Grand Replds,
Itagka County, Minne
County Commissioners Meeting.

Present; Willlam Wekefield end Allen T. Nesone Absent, Patrick Caseys

On motion of Allen T. Neson the board edjourned until & ly 28th, 1887,
William L, Wekefield, Chairmans

For some reason the meeting scheduled for July 28 was not held, for

the next entfy in the book records the minutes of the meeting of August 26.




August 26/87

Pursuant to notlee the commissioners of ltasca county held a meeting.
Present Allen T. Neson and Patrick Caseys Absent William Wakefields On
motion of Patrick Casey Allen T. Neson be elected chairmans

On motion Patrick Cesey that the sum of $2,800:22 Two thousand
eight hundred end nine and 22/100 dollars be assessed for road and bridge
purposcs for tie ensving veares Carrieds

Allen T. Nasen
Chairmen
Patrick Casey

Meoting adjourned. Allen T, Nason
Chairman

Whatever dispoeition was made of William Rakefield after fuguet 26

doep not eppesr but his name is not seen agein in the recordss

Contract mede with Sidney Melonald for road worke
Itasca County, Mimnesotas

Contract entered into this seventeenth deay of September A. D. 1887,
between Cidney Molonald and the Commissioners of Iteseca Cos  Uaid party
of the first part agrees for the hereinafter mentioned consideration to
open & wagon road between the village of Grand Rapids and the U. §, Covern=
vent Dem at Pokegema Frlls, ocutting and prubbing out tie trees and brush
whore found to s uniform width of thirty~three (33) feet bridging ell waterw
ways with sufficlent stringers of logs and covering same with poles, slotted
down, of which dimension shall not be leas than six inches and not less then
fourteen s in lengthe . Shall grede all hillocks and Ikmolls, and make the
roed passable and safe at all seasons And complete the same on or belore
Octs 16/1887,  Sald road to be made satisfectory to and to be inspected by
sald commissioners before acceptences And the party of the second part agrees
with the sald party of the first part on the completion of the said contract
end the faithful fullfillment thereof to pay him out of the current road and
bridge fund of said Itasca County, reised and appripriated for such purposes
Two Bundred and Fifty dollers $260.004

Slgned this Seventeenth day of September A, L. 1887,
Conmissloners Sidneoy MoDoneld
Ay I. Hason
Patrick Casey

A true copys Attest
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Grand Rapide, Itepsoa Coe
Septs 21, 1887

Commissioners met at ¥. Potter & Cos Store, 2

Present Commiss, Patrick Cesey arnd Allen T, Naeons
The following petition presented by C. l. Dugg
Crand Raplds, Seps 20, 1887,

To the honorable board of county Commissionérs in end for the county
of Itasca, Greetinge

We the undersigned oitizens and texpapers of Township 65, Range 25 in
sald County of Itasca do hereby petitlon your honorable body to create a
School Pistrict in sald Town, and this will ever prays
John Beckfelt, R. MeCabe, Chris Burns, Robert Glass, Herbert G. Tucker, . C.
Collett, Ci H. Dugprin, Jemes Sherry, Sldney Melonald, C. D, Lyon; Ales Tony,

Foregoing petition ordered spreoad on records of qommissioners and
ordered that said Township 66 Renre 25 be oremted into a school district,
and notices posted for a special school elections

Sipned Patrick Casey

Y
e « L HEsBON

Pursuart to above order C. I, Dugrin was authorized to post notlces
for special School Meeting es follows, at Post Office Urand Rapids, W. Potter
Coe Store, W, . Neals, Neanls Landing, w8 followss

“Special School Meeting"

A special school meeting is called for all those qualified to vote
under the General School law in Township 66 Range 20 Itasoce Countye At
the Post Office in Orend Rapids i said county, Saturday, Oote 1, 1887, at
7 o'elock P, M. for the following purpose, to wit, to choose a moderator and
clerk pro teme To eloct a Direotor, Treasurer snd Clerks To raise money
for Gchoo) purposess JAnd for the trensection of any business that may
properly come before said meetings

Per order

County Commissioners A+ To Rason
Itason County Patrick Casey
Grand Repids, ltasca County
Septes 21, 1887

Attest
Ce HeDuggin




On Cctober 2B, 1887, at the next meeting of the board, order number
I was issved to Sidnmey MoDonald, bidding the Tressurer of Aitkin and Itesce
counties to pay him $260 for road and bridge work done on the roed between
Pokegama Falls end Crend Rapids "prior to Cote 15, 1887 per contract,” and
order number 2 was issued to J, P, Sims for $750,00 for road work between
Crand Raplds and Trout lekes ' The board wes getting things done,

At a special meeting on Cctober 25, 1887, it was resolved that all
timt portion of Itasca county not included in School Distriet Number Cne
"be and the same is hereby attached to seid Johool District Noe ome (1) for
achool purposes.” And this is the last time that Patrick Casey's name appears
a8 & cowmissioners No meeting is rocorded in the minute book after Cotober
28, 1887,until July 28, 1888, at which time he seems Lo have been replaced
by Courtney A Duells Duell and Nason, as commissioners, issued to Nason
order mmber I in the amount of {485 to pay him for inmspecting roads bLetween
Grand Rapids and Pokegama, und Urand Rapids snd Trout Lake, fifteen days of

work performed during August, September and October, 1887, Ancther name was

gignod between Neson's end Duell's below this resolution, but it Has been ob=

literatods

Urder nuber 4 went to Chase Morgsn, for 9100, payment for work on
a "stato road," location unrecorded, This order lacks both dete and sligne-
natures, merely being entered in the minute book ms an act performeds

4t the next meeting, Ney 28, 1889, L. ¥y Knox seoms to rave bLeen
edded to the beard, though it is not disclosed by what process, nor even
stated as a facte This was s special meeting at which & potition, signed by
Charles Ksarney end 28 other citizens, wes presentod, prayin; for e wagon
brige moross the Missiselppl river, in the village of Grand Rapidss The
petition was ordered filled end U. A, Puell wys appointed e cormittee of cne

to go to Altkin and confer with bridge men regarding plans and specifications,




el
Z‘maﬁ and Ouell signed thinfﬂeulution, Neson Leing absent,

June 27, 1889, at a special meeting, Buell end Nason, with Knox
absent, accepted a bid by A, Y. Dayne & Company to'build ¢ desired bridg
for (4,300,00, and the contract was signed and filed, together with the
bid and the plens,

All members were present at the next meeting of the board on
July 26, 1809, snd all lad bills to present to themselves for payment.
There was no dissension, apparently, for the minutes show:

Urder number 5, = John Peckfelt, for school funds, $14270.28
I T, ~dJessie Pelley, for copy work 4,00
; Le Fs Enox, & days work €400
e T, Nason, 3 days work €+00
Cs As DBuell, 5 days work and expense 28,25
Bigned Ly Fu Enox
-;v [A‘! jv[‘t"’”r‘.
Co dia Huell

1t will be noted that the commissioners so far had been valuing
thelr services modestly at {£+00 each per day, but in the minutes of
February G, 1890 we find evidence of a dewming appreciation of true worthi

Enox, 43 days v13450

L 54 ] .
Neson, 4¢ days 3«50

« Buell; 35 days 10450

iy

Moved Puell's Bill allowed. Carried: -Moved A, T, Nason bill be
allowed, Carrieds L. F. Enox bill on motion allowed. Orders drawn for
4oy the above bills,
Hason
Ve Enox
v“»o :.U.l'."flll"

This unconventional board of county commissioners remained une
changed a8 to membership until its finel adjournment on Jenuary 1, 1891.
Nason, Knox and Buell met in Fotter & Company's store, in the Fraser House
in LePrairie, in the sbbre of L. F. Knox, and they got the county's business

dones They bullt reads and bridges where roads and bridges were sorely

needed, at a time when there was no one else o build thems




school districts in & comunity where as yet there led Leen no sahoolss
In short, they efficiently filled the gap between the time when the peaple
of ltasca county begsn to suffer from the neglect of a distant two=county
board and the date when they received an administrative seteup of their

OVWTie

Un Merch 7, 1861, "lteska," as the name is almost invariably spelled

in these oldest of rocerds, with its last satelite, Keochlching, still ine
cluded within its boundaries, became an orgenized county, with officers
appointed by the governor of the state to serve until a county election
could be helds There had been two logally installed officers in the county
for about four yearss IThose were doputy sheriffs sppointed Ly Sheriff J. M.
Earikhem, of Altkin county, on Ferch 18, 18884 Mike 0'Toole took office on
Farch 22, end Allen T. Neson on the following day, C. Hi Duggin, Notery
Public, administering the outh of office in cach cases O'Toole lator bee
come the first sheriff of Itasce county when elected to that office in the
first county eleotion in 1602. lmsen had been a duly acoredited deputy
sherlff during all the time that he had been sorving on the emergency bosrd
of county commissionerss Doth he end 0'Toole led much to do with the early
development of Urend Rapids end their namos beceme femiliay throushout the

reglions
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CEAPTER IV

Althouzh Itesca county remained unorganised territory from the
time of its original estedlishment in 1848 to March 7, 1691, important
events had been teking places In 1806, the celebrated Chippows treaty
was signed, and In it the sale of liguor to¢ Indians bemneds In the same
vear and the ome following, both Ste Louls and leke counties were cut
from Ttasos, reducing its arem by more than halfs In 1857 the Dayton
brothers, of Ste Faul, had laid out East and West Pokegome townsite on
toth banks of the Lississippl at tho falls and filed their plat in
Morrison county, then the nearest organized county, Their claim was
velng contested by the Minnesota end Dekotah lend Compeny, and wetolmen
ropresenting the rivel factions were on guard there in log cabins, It
is not olear whether their principels suspected eech other of prejudicial
politiesl influence, or of having designs on the Falls itself.  Theily
pugpose could not have been to establish squatter's rights, since both
parties were equally in possession, squatting side by eides Nothing ceme
of the townsite plat, howover, and the govermment ignored it in establishe
ing the headwator dem at thet points The plat was never proved up, and
whotl might have beon Lho metropolis of the region died sborning, leavin ng
that distinetien for Urend Repidse At thet time, a eity had gprung up
arcund the power site at Ste Anthony Falls, and snother was developing at

Little Fallse The timber bardns, when their crulsers told ‘them of this

third fell in the great river, visualized anothor eity here, but it was

not to boe
In 1867, while there was coneiderable crulsing among Itasca's vast
forests, which had not escaped the covetous eves of the big timber operators,

no lumber cemp had been established so far up the Mississipri as Pok O amn




Fallse In his letter, queted in part in Chapter 1, W. ¥, Winthrop states
that a Mre Libly, of Sts Anthony, had one only forty miles below in the
winter of 1866-7; and there 1s evidence thet long before this some timber
had been cut on the Big Fork end floated out for shipment to Eritisk ship=-
builders, but this had nothing to do with the orgy of slashing which ace=

compenied the birth of Grand Rapldss

in 1858 the steamer "North Star" negotianted Sauk Repids, end the event

was duly celebrated by rechristening her the "Anson Northup," after which she

proceeded upstream to the fegt of the cataract which gave Grend Hapids its
namoe She was in command of a Ceptein Young, and was carrying a ocrowd of
excursionists from Fort Ripleye The cnptain led a group afoot up to the
Falls, where it is recorded thoy had & pioniec dinner after which they re~
turned to the steamer and descended the river to Fort Ripley without ine-
cidents Thus om May 3, 1858, the seme year thet saw Minmesote ushered into
the congress of states, the great river was asoended to the head of navigation
by steam for the first ti-:eol

S0 far as can Le ascertained, the celm surface bvelow "Thundering Repids”
was left undisturbed efter the departure of the "Anson Northup," save for the
rippling V spread by a graceful birchebaerk cance, until the late sixties or
oarly seventles. At @batit that tine the first big cut of loge came churne
ing through, and thereafter the water-borne commerce inoreased by leaps end
boundses Dut at first 1t was ecarried on "flatboats," propelled by manpowers
A twoe=inch plank on which the polers could welk from stem to stern ran
elong each side of these boatss The polers, each with a long "setting~

pole” in his hands, were contineully trying to push the boet out from under

1 Seuk Rapids Frontlersmen, June 24, 1858 and May ¢, 1888




shemselves, walking toward the stern es it slid forwards: On reaching the

stern, they skipped formard and began all over agains It was slow,

laboricus navigation, but the only means of trensportatiion evailable

at the time, and unnumbered tons of frelght and persphernalie were taken
into the big woods in that manners The country wes opening up; and the
material had Lo go ine
in the esrly seventies the logping business in the wioinity of
Grend Kapids may be said to have become well established, and as soon as
nogeseity demanded it the lMississippl River Doom Compsny was orgenized
for the purpcse of taking the cut down the river with the minimum of
losss This orgenization reprecented the mill owners and more extensive
logring dnteresta, Ite nor@:nm limit on the Mississippi wes at Grand
RBapldsey Loggers drove their pine dowm the river %o this polnt and there
delivered it to the boam companys At tines as many as two or three hundred
men would be working on'the river as the pine floated downstream to the
saws awaiting it at the iwin City millss The boom company had made a
large investment in driving piling and ohaining logs together to nid in
cantrolling the drive and keoping it in the clannele For bringing the
drive dom the river was a most important part of the season's works Many
loggers made money on paper in the woods only to lose it all on the drives
If there was insufficient water, or if the drive was not hendled properly,
- losses could pile up with smasing rapidity.
“orking on the drive was herd, wet work, but the pay was come
paratively good, and many a lumberjack followed the ti-ber to the Iwin
Cities and there collected a final wage-paynent which represented every

gent he had to show for am entire winter's toil.




Behind the drive coming down the river wa: a wenligane "Wanigan,"
or "Wanagan," is a word of Chippewa origin, according to Webster; and is a
typloal logging word, applying to nothing elses It was a flat boat used
for eating, sleeping and storeges In the earlier days of Itasce it was
sometines necessary to build the wanigan without nails sand with the crudest
of toolss The men shead of the drive,; whose duty it was to prevent the logs
from lodging on the shore, or sand banks, or getting shoved off inte cat=

holes whore they would be lost, had an easier task then those who brought up

the rear end ref‘lo&féd much strayss

If a riverman hesitated about going into the loy water up to his
neck when necessary, the foremen would mbout, "Go shead, that wom't burn
youl® This always brought & laugh end some rough ribbing from the olde=
timers present and sent the tyro splashing ins lie sensed that it was guite
the usual thing, and he seon became eccustomed to soggy boots and clothing,
anyhows

Work btegen on the drive as soon es it was light enough to move about
by elose peéering, and contimmed until after real darkness cames To begin
the day, the men had a hearty breakfest, and each carried two lunchess At
anywhore between eight and ten o'elock in the evening they returned to the
wanigan, always very tired and always very wets Usually the wanigan tied
up in swme sheltered plmce where, after dinner, a big fire which the cook
had prepared on shore would permit the drying of clothess LI‘ten, howe
ever, the men crawled into their blankets without teking off thelr wet
boots, for if they lad dried thelr footgear it would have teen so stiffl
next morning as to bo wmwearables

The drive also had its elements of perils Log jams held pos~

8ibilities of death, and all elong the drive dangor of drowning or being

orushed was always presents Partly beosuse of these dangers and the gruel-




ing, comfortless toll invelved, but more directly becsuse it called for
skillful men, the wages for this work were the highest in the logeing
industryy DBreaking a Jjem at the falls up=river fram the present Preirie
river dem was considered e good test of ability to handle a drive, and
severel men have been drowmed at this pointe

48 the number of lumber cemps inoreased in the area surrounding
fhundering Rapids, or "long Repids,” as it wes sometimes oalled, the
point grew rapidly in importances Goods consipmed to camps in the doep
woods were brought up from Altkin, overland in winter, when the swanps
and lakes were frogen over, by the river in summer, on flatboats and in
batoauxs From the riverside below the white water, oxen, horses and human

"packers" were employed for transport to the final destinations It is
A Trarnst

ereditably stated that as many as sighé hxutdredAhavo been knowm to leave

the Grand Rapids wharf in a single day with wagons laden with provislons
end materials for the loggers back in the pimne.

A letlter written by Captein George Ioughton to the Ste Paul Daily
Ploneer snd published in the iaape of July 3, 1870, was, so far as this
writer has been able to ascertain, the first dooument to refer to “"Grand Rapids"
as a place names The captain deseoribed m trip he had Just made in his steemer
"Pokegama" to the head of navigation on the Mississippis

Steumer Pokegama, Crow Wing, June 20,

0 the Editors of the 5tes Paul Pioneers

1 give you the principal items of our first trip from Crow Wing $o
Pokegama Fallse We left this village on “aturday, Jine L §, for Pokegama
Falls, with a good passengor list end a few tons of freight for Sandy lLake
and Pokegama, snd made the round trip in six days, laying up nights and
stopping Yo out and carry all our wood mboards ¥e made 90 miles the first
dey without en accident exoept lmocking down cne of our smoke stacks im the
evenings Ye stoppod and rigsed e derrick the same evening, and put the stack
in place early the mext merning,
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The 28th we started on our upward trip, and made about ninety miles
and laid up for the night seven miles above Sandy lakes On the 27th we made
Grand Rapids, three miles below Pokegama Malls, &bt © o'clock, P. M., &
distanco of 100 milese Distance from Crow ¥ing to Pokegama Falls, 260 miles.

4 party of nine of us took a batteaux and rowed up to the Falls on the
following morning, and took e look at. the magnificent Falls, which surpass
enything in grandeur and piotursaquon‘a 1 ever sawe

¢

After fishing, picking berrles and teking a bath, we got on board our
batteaux snd rowed down to the steamers Ve got up steam and left for this
place at 2 o'clock on the 27th, and arrived safely at § o'olock to-days

The river averages about 260 feet in width from here to Fine Inell,
6C milesy and 200 feet fram Pine Imoll to Sandy leke, and 150 feet from
the latter to Pokegama Fallss There is a good stage of water now, but
felling slowlys

Ky boat is 100 feet long and 24 feet beam, and will carry 66 tons
on two feet of waters I have an excellent barge shat will carry about the
same on the seme emount of waters The scenery along the river is magnificent,
the forests conslsting of oek, olm, soft-maple, hmokberry, pine, spruce, fir
and Balm of Gilead, lining the banks on either side to the weter's edge, so
thick that you osn in no place see but a few rodse The navigation from
some 285 miles below Sendy lake to Pokegama is samowhat difffcult, in com=
sequence of the almost inmumerable short bends, narrowness of the river and
lesning treesy but the boat wns built with the view of ruming on just such
e river, and she behaved, under the management of the pilot, Captain hussell,
splendidlye

I expect in n few dayc to make a porsonsl exsmination of Sandy lake
and River, and Rice lake and River, with e view of transporting freight
by steamboat and barges through those lekes and rivers to within a wery few
miles of the Northern Peeific Reilrond, sbout midway between the Lalles of
the Ste Louis and the Mississippi Rivers I em satisfied that I can transe
port all their supplies by this route much cheaper than they can get them
sny other wmys

Tours,
GQO. l:oughtm.

Thus it appears that the seoond stesmer to reach the rapidc was one
namod for the beautiful witerfell and lake of which the present populous
commmlity is so prouds DNut no towm stood there thens It is possible, and
indeed probable, that Jo Uould had a bark shack beck in the timber st thet
time, where he bartered s bit with the lndiens, but there is no positive

proof of this, and it is generally accepted that prior to 1872 no permsnent




vuilding hed been erocted on the site of the present towns It has been
stated that W, Potler & Company built a "stopping place” and trading post
there in 1871, and that Lowe (. Seavey built a "etopping place” there scme-

whet lateor in the same year, but the writer has been unable to confirm either

¢laim beyond a very serlous doubte

That the Potter Company erected a substantial snd permanent log build=-
ing on the site of Orend Rapids in 1872 there is semple proofs It wes stocked
as & general store, and a resident mamnger was employed to forward the come=
mercial intereste of the Aitkin concerns There is some evidence to the
offoot that for the first yeer this “"permenent, substantial” building wes
just a log rectangle some eight feet high, roofed with cenves, in which the
first small nuclous of a stock was §tored and displayed for saley with Jo
Gould as clerk, or "mansger,” behiné the counters Dut sometime late in this
vear or early in 1873 the canvas sbove the eaves was replaced with logs and
the structure rondered substantial im facte VWith this improvement, the stock
of good was greatly incrensed and o manpger was placed in charges This men
wag Jo Gould who had done eomo trad uth the Indians of the regiems Gould

a ot Acrree.
managed the pioneer nf,gr?\m when he was succeeded by lafayette inox
of Altkine

Puginess was Lrisk from the beglmming. Seventeen lumber csmps were
operating within a few miles of Pokegema Falls in 1872, employing from three
lhundred and fifty to four hundred men, end this required an immense amount
of material, all of which was distributed from Crand Repidas How the few camps
which went into operation in the winter of 1870-71, were supplied, the writer
has been unable to ascertein, bub it is probable that flat boats wore usode
e mow thet lumbering on a moderate scale was going on In the immediate

Pokegoma district during that seascne The Ste Peul Daily Ploneer for




September 13, 1870, makes that clear by the following items:

The Smuk Repids Sentinel says preparations are being made for
lumbering on & large soele the coming winter in the viasinity of Pokegama
Fallse Bear and moose are very thick all through tist region of country,
snd greel sport 1s anticipated by the hunters and lumbermens

it vas in 1872, after the dem was constructed at the foot of Walens
lake, that logging on the Preirie River began in earneat alsoe Lumber jacks
were now arriving in ever inoreasing mumbers, snd picneer businessmen, mostly
saloonkeepers, who were looking for a new ocountry in which to make a start,
Nexy of these moved on, and ocut of the memery of old residents, to be ree
called only upon mention of their names; some left records of deeds that are
talked of around the fire o'nights, and that keep their nemes alive ameng
succeeding generations;y still others, who ceme into the big woods with no
more idea of permanence that the rest, remained to call Orend Repids "home,"

and to teke an active part in its esteblisiment,

There was nothing of derogaticn in the business of rumning & saloon

in the north woods in 106724 ':‘Ahom:mr a gettloment was started, about

the first tuildings erected after & fow stumps had been grubbed out of
what wes supposed to be "Main Street" were log structures in which liquor
was solds COften, meals were served in these places, and the lumber=Jjack
-oing in or out of the tirber could get overnight accammodatione~usually
on the floore Where such hospitality wes offered, the retrest was called &
"stopping place;" if the proprietor had a spare bed, & "hotel." A rooming
house of this sort is grephically deseribed in & contemporery newspaper
of the district:
(ne ordinary siged roomm had a bed in it, Oix men slept crosswise
on the bed at night, were rolled out in the moming and six more took their
places in the daytime. (me of the early boarding houses had sawdust on the
floor and men slopt on the floor and thelr money would fall out of their

pocketss ¥When the [loor was swept up the sawdust wes always sifted for the
money 1t would brings Ono sweeping has been knowm to produce over 50,




Monoy wng plentiful even thourh wapes for common labor were lows
- LS O

Liquor licenses supplied the money for the road and bridge fund,
end saloonkeepers were important and influential mens In the mein, they
wore as honest as their contemporaries in other lines, and almost without
exception they could be relied upon to boost heartily and support sube
stantinlly any movement for the progress of thelr communitys

Grend Repids was no different from other frontier towns of the period.
Ealoons were considered a primo necessity, snd the going was not made too
tough for theme Thoy sprang vp like mushrooms and prospered smazingly in

the shade of the gient pines,
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Cne of the first white non to como Lo the vicinity of Crend Bapids
vwas Joln Gilmore, who arrived in 1868, le states that the first logging
on Pokegeme lake was done in that yvars Joe Fnowlton out the timber for
Te Ly Walkor, and the lumberjacke did not get their pay for the sesson's
works There was nothing remarlksble about this, especislly in the early days
of large scale logginge ZHach year some operators feileds Unfavorable
woather, lack of water, or adverse business conditions could render profitless
& winter's work in the woods, end the logger with the most logs loat the
most moneys Enowlton was log ing on whet is now called Black's Amm, and
S¢ e Patrick, a contemporary, states that for years the spot was known as

Enowlton's Arme

In & letter to his friend C. H. Marr, of Crand Rapids, Mre. Gilmore

recalls how he end other men ceme up fram Aitkdn on a flat boat in the
fall of 1872 He wms working with Gil Hanson, Andy Gibson, and Ves Lay,
and these men spotted a tote road up the ‘rairie river to the mouth of
Clearwater Brooks During thet winter there wms considerable activity on
the Prairiey Vies Day, well lnmown to meny of the first arriwaels, had four
camps on Clearwater EBrook, and Hill Lawrence had two cemps on the lake which
bears his nemes The four men in charge of Wes Day's camps were Dan Day,
a brother, Henry Saunders, Tem Costigsh and Jim Jomess Chris BPurns and
Bob MoCabe were working for Hill lawrence that winter, end Captain Hasty
was lawrence's "walking boss"s

Andy Gibson was a wonderful wocdsman, but he was possessed of a
very peculiar set ldeams le would never under any circumstances accept
more them & dollar a day for his worke lo 4t was for whom the loocally

famous stoamboat was nemede




Con Dineen, another character of Itasca's early deys, hed just
finished bailding the dem at the foot of Wabana leke in 1872, end he was
working for Ves lay, as was G. G. Hartley, later of Duluth end femcus for
his success in irom minese

In another part of his letter, Mrs Gilmere states that in 1872 "there
wes not even a shanty of any kind om the site of Urend fapidses” This state=
ment,; however, is open to grave doubts It is lmown that heavy timber ceme
down to the water's edge on both benks at that tine, and in view of the
evidonce turned up by patient research, the writer is of the opinion thet
the amall begimnings of a town were there, screened from sight, perhaps,
by the heavy growths Landing their flat boats two miles downstreem, as
Almore's party did, and heading directly up the Prairie river with their
suppliesy which they doubtless brought with them, the leaders of the ex=

pedition had no ocemsion to visit the little trading center, and its fame

o
had not yet spread into the wilderness toward Wabana lakes Its tmc‘,{ag'mu

rather in the other directiom, sround Pokegmmpe lire Gilmore's letter mekes
it clear that the stosmer Pokepmma was freighting "supplies of all kinds"
up from Altkin st the time, snd states that they were "piled off at the
shore below the repids **wmot even @& warehouse or eny kind of cover for
anything and each men looked aftor his own goodse"

"Lowe Seavey," the letter further states, "built the first stopping
place at the rapidse  He waa g good ook, did most of his own work and en=
Joyed a very good patronsges *#*»% The door to the dining room of the first

og hotel was parrow snd et the oell for dimmer the hungry 1mbérjaoks made
& cagh for its  Om one ocoasion Al Nason was in the group waiting for
dimner and he and some of the other men bocame wedged in the door and it

took same time to untengle thems"




This peragreph shows that iiuL:oro did lmow Orand Rgpids when there

vaé something of a settlemert there, but no date is nemed for the opeing
of this hotel,

That G, G« Iartley, mentiocned sbove, was well awarc of the existence
of Grand Reapids a8 & place nswme end logzing cemter as early as 1872 is evident
from his letter to the Magnet, November 8, 1892,

ss++4"] was the first man to help drive logs out of the Prairie river,
It was over twenty years ago when Al Bason, DBob MeCabe, Chris Purns, Charles
Seelye, myself and others, came to Orand Rapids to work for Minnespolis lumbere
mene It was hard work those deys and we seldam knew a Sunday for we always
had something to doe

"I notice the boys' heads ere turning greye I saw de Orady todhye
Lo is getting olde There is no more honest, kinder or more self-respecting
citiszen in Minnesotas ¥hen I first koew him he wae in a good finencial con=
dition and no man over set a better table before his men than he dids Fred
lonness, now hauling forty ar fifty millions for himself, used to ocook for
Ede Oradys o was en excellent cook, but would sometimes discourage Con Dineen
with the storles he would tell at the dinner tables

“The late Ds Jo Fnox was ome of the old=timers; whem he died the upper
Miosissippl lost a good friend and an able representatives L. Iy Enox was
elways a quiet man, but a ceaseless and effective worked for Grand Raplidse #+#

"In my (recent) rembles arcimd your business houses I found C. X, Marry
He took me back to my schoolboy deys when 1 used_to go to school with his mother,
and the pleasant landlady of the Hotel Pokegama 11 used to earry to school on
my back over the snowbanks of New Drunswick," i

Establishing the "firsts” of a commmity is o painsteking end oftem
& bewlldering tasks Ildentifying the first settler, the first building, first
waman, church, child, postmaster-e-all of them dare elusive and productive of
controversys Ho newspaper files are available, for the newspaper had not
yet comes ILeocal recoids are nomexistent, there having been no contemporary
local povernments Old letters end diaries are pounced upon eagerly whea good
fortune discloses their existence and whereadboutse Dut Ly far the most pro-
duotive source is interviews with old residentss ind this source has its vexatious
drawbackss Elderly people's minds ere not elways retentive, henee s number of
contemporaries may disegree, and many times people who are getting old are
stubborne They dislike to recognize eny weakening of their facultieg,
“—Hrev—BrMr—fumms
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snd refuse to concede that those of & companion of their youth are any
bettérs Nothing is left to the historian but to be as thorough and as
caroful se he can, and then permit hinself to be governed by the weight

of evidonce ag he sees its This problem of "firste" in Orand Bapids has
not been free frum doubts and conflictss <‘ersons now living, and of pere
fectly sound minde, who certainly were present when events under examinetion
occurred, of'ten are at varianee in their recollection of theme Descendants
of ploneers who made the hlstory now boing chromicled ofton are swayed by
their just and natural pride in the schievements of thelr forebears, and
Jealous lest eredit bYe given to anothers MNost of the eye-witnesa testinmony
regarding these Initial scencs has now gone into oblivion with the actors
who played in thems

"We doubt 1f there is emyone living,"

says the Urand Rapids Fersld-
Review in its Portieth Amniversary Zdition, Septembor 19, 1934, "who hes
any rocollection of the site of Orend Replds before 1870. The whole country
was wilde Most of it was unsurveyeds In the possession of We B Teylor is
to be found a m@ ' made by his father; N. Y. Taylors 'L""l-.ia ngj of the heed=-
wators lakes of Wimnibigoshish and leech made in 187;; makes no mention of
settlements other than those of the Indiens living g on the lakess The

publisher of the HoraldeReview knew well Hichard Jordon who planted the

first potatoss ever planted in this sectlon arcund about the stumps at the
cemp end he records the fact that in 1870 only en cocasional stesmboat came
a8 far ee the raplds and that outside of the early loggers who ame in winter,

there were no residents of the conmmitys"

The Neve Joseph A. 0ilfillan's statement relative to Chippewa gardens

would appear to contradict Gordon's cleims

"Before the town of Grand Rapids was founded, there lived near its
site an unusuelly progressive Lend of Indiens, called the Rabbit band from
a patriarch of thet nemes They numbered perhaps 60 to 80s They hed houses,
stoves, zood gardens and fields, and a great deal of stock, horscs end cattles




They mede much hay and scld it to the lum! bermen, e d, for heathen Indiens,
made great progress and were very comf{ortebles There ceme e white men from
douny the river and planted m saloon about two milos from theme ILe was the
first settler in Orend Bapids, T thinks In about two years half of that
Babbit band were dead, and the survivors were wrotched shivering wagabonds,
while the white men had all their former weglths IJome were frogen to death
when drunks some were drowned ‘o;r the upsetting of their cences, when they
vere drunk; same lay down in the spnow snd t.ook puneumoniaj some were burned
to deathe The saloon keeper had all their cattle, horses, stoves and houae-
hold goods, and those who remeined alive head only an old blanket eachs"

The Reve Mre 0il1fillun lived and worked around and in Grand Bapids
in the earliest days of ltases lumboring, and doubtless knew whereof he
wrotees le docs not name this " flrst settler,” but his desoription of his
activities tend to remder the déstinotion rather doubtful from a modern

viewpoint, and none of his possible descendents has come forward teo claim

s
the glory for e negleoted ‘ire. It would be interesting to lmow whether

or not this first saloon was dowm by the rapids, housed in & astop ing place,
and Jjust when it was sel upe

The Grond Repids Herald-Revieow for December 7, 1932, rives Lowe

Seavey oredit for comstructing the first hotel to be cpened in Grand Hapidss

"Je He O"Malley purchased the Pokegsme Hotel from its bullder, P. M.
Gunm, in 1917+ le had been in hotel work in northern Nimesota for about
25 years at that tine, from belleboy to mausger, end fram Altkin to St Cloud
and Demidjie

"Mree O'Malloy lived in Urand Repids! very first hotel, however. It
was the *stopping place' of lLowe Seavey, and Mrse O'Malley was Seavey's daughters

"Lowe Seavey cume from Maines *#**+sille worked (hMre) in lumber camps
where he was an expert coocks In about 1871 or Y72 he begam business in Grand
Impids with the constryuction of a log stopping places This was & large wooden
structure located npear whore the paper mill now stendse It was & ramoling;
structure cepable of taking cars of a godd many peoples This place Lowe
Seavey ownod and nnnebuu until 1878 Them, having a growing femily on his
hands end wishing to give them en education, the family moved to Altkine lHere
there were schools, ##%%s,

% Minne Histe Soce Collections, Vole O (977, 6 M 64) ppe 126-127




"Mre Seavey established what was doubtless the most famous stopping
place in northern Mimmesota's historyes This wes the 'Seavey Ranch,' as such
places were celleds It was located about 14 miles upstream from Aitkin where
the Willow river runs into the Mississiopis This place lNr, Seavey operated
both as a farm and a stopping place until his death in 1909, #»»

"Mrs. 0'Malley recalls the very early days in Grand Rapids, though
she was a young child at the times There was no development of the rapids
and water fell over the rocks with terrifying speeds The fells at Grand
Rapids weres the head of navigation et that time and the Seavey hotel was
placed near them on the north side of the river. On the south side of
the river Patrick Casey had a hotel and store, #*+#mear where the Wheaton
buildings are now located, Mr. Casey later became a prominent merchant
at Altkin end the Potter-Casey company had commercial interests in Grand
Ropids for some times There were but few femilies in Grand Rapids, There
were the Durns, McCabe and Nason families. They were the ehildren with
whom the Seavey childrem playeds What is now the village proper wae forest,
some of which had been out away, Cow paths led from the river into the
woodse

"When the Seavey femily moved away from Grand Rapide the hotel was
sold to the Wakefield brotherss It was later purchased by Jemes Sherry.

In Grand Repids at that time wes cne genersl storee This was rum by L. V.
EnoMe © It was not until several years later that a frame building was built
in Grand Repidse The earlier structures were of logs and Grand Repids was
in appearance a very humble community with its half dogen buildings, at
least two of which were used for saloons, *+e"

The Grend Rapids Magnet of May 30, 1898, mentions L. F. Knox as
being credited with having conducted the first store in Orend Rapids, and
that he carried the mail from Aitkin on his back and was the first post~

masters Whether or not the Magnet was right in the matter of the Inox store,

it certainly was wrong as to Mre. Enox being the first postmaster, TEat is

one of the few matters wherein the writer was able to avail hiﬂsolﬁﬂ thentie

records, and a letter to Washington brought the following reply:

"Division of Postmasters In replying
refer to initials and date
;\I"

POST (FFICE DEPARTNENT
First Assistant Postmaster General
WASHTINGTON
February 8, 1941
(Salutation)

"This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 22, 1941,

1 From Michael EcAlpine, WhO DOUgHt it Irom ww nErelivids—imietiy———
They had boupght it from Seavey in 1879,
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requesting informetion concerning the history of the Poet Office of
Orand Hepids, Itasca County, Mimesotas In reply thereto there is
enclogsed herewith a list contalning the date of establishment of that
office together with the nemes and temna of service of the postmasters
appointed to serve theres

Sincerely yours,
dmbrose 0'Comnell,
First Assistent Postmaster Generals
i;clo"
The enclosure:

"GRAND RAPIDS, ITASCA COUN , MINNEGCTA

POSTMASTER DATE APPOINTED
e i—p——

Lowe C. Seavey July 23, 1874 (Established)
LaFayettie Enox August 4, 1879
John Beekfelt August 19, 1886
LaFayette Enox July 11, 1861
Philip Caselberg Merch 24, 1854
Cliver H, Stilsen Moy 12, 1807
Frederick A. NeVicar Januery 21, 1902
Edward C. Eiley March 3, 1914
#illiem ¥, Tyndall January 15, 1923
Aa Tyndall (Acting) May 25, 1926
Anlieny L. lLaFreniere ¥ey 22, 1928
Allen J. Dorsn (Acting) December 31, 1933
Allen J. Doran May 12, 1934
Archie Resmussen (Acting) June 23, 1836
Archie Rasmussen February 16, 937"

This would seem to settle the question of who was the first poste
master, and it would also tend to establish Lowe Seavey as having been in
same sort of business in one of the earliest bulldings at the rapids, since

he certainly would nct have been sppeinted to run a post office in the open

under a trees As his apﬂxﬁntment to the postmastership came in July, 1874,

it is probveble that his bullding was built as early es 1873, or possibly
even in 1872« There is some evidence that he put it up in 1871,

It appears to be the generally accepted belief in Grand Rapids today
thet Warren Potter was the resl founder of the town, erecting the first

pormanent bullding there in 1872, 1872, or 1874, according to the source one
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cares to credits OStudying all the collateral evidence carefully, the
writer has come to the conclusion that Potter built e stopping place in

1871 a dhort distance down river from the site of the present town, then

started a second building in 1872, getting the side walls, up but roofing
it with cenvas for the wintere In this he had a smell stock of goods,
which he augmented tn 1873 after he had finished the building, and thus
established the first real store on the sites It is probably trve that
Jo Gould had e little birche-bark trading post back in the woods where he
hed been doing business with the Indiens for some time, btut on completion
of the Potter & Company building he became assccisted with Warren Potter
OGP RAP Al
as resident manager on some sort of partmer#hipiand undertook the first

management of the new store.

The Nagnet for June 25, 1201, has this to say on the subjects:

"li. Potter & Co, was established in 1872 and at this time Grand Rapids
was a logpging and Indien treding posts 41l there was of the settlement was
on the south bank of the river. JNrs Joseph Gould was associated with
Nre Potter as resident partner and managers He was succeeded in turn ss
maxager by Mre (layfayette) Knox, Mr. (Patrick) Casey, and Mr. (Charles)
Birehs"

The Grand Rapids Weekly Eaple was the first newspaper acoredited to

the village, though it was owned and edited down the river at Brainerd and
published either there or in St Pauls This sheet ran for something less
then a year, but in its first isswe, July 3, 1860, 1%, too, took & try at
neming Grend Rapids firsts

“sx#The first building was erected in 1874, by L. G. Seavey, mow of
Aitking but Werren Potter, of Altkin, is justly regarded as "the father of
the town,' having about that time established a trading post, and Potter &
Cos are still doing business 'at the old stand.'! The firm was for a time
Enox & Potter, being C. C, Enox of Wisconsine The EKnox Brothers came next,
being Hone D. J. Knox, recently deceased, snd L. I'. Enox, the latter succeed~
ing to the business, with another brother, Geo. W. Enox, now of Aitkin, Stores
and hotels followed, and warshouses on the river docksji for the stesmboat
was the only commumication from Aitkin, neerly 200 miles, Greand Eapids befing
at the head of the furthest uperiver trip. =+»"




There is no question that the Eagle was the first paper. It was
established July 3, 1890, by W. W, Cenfield, of Brainerd, and issued under
the masthead of the Hagle Publishing Company until December, in that year,
when apparently it was teken eoverf'by one, M. Stone, and published by him
until its demise in Jume or July, 1891. The newspaper room of the Minne~
sota Historical Society has but one copy in its files, that of July &, 1890,
which is Volume 1, Number l.

The Herald~-Review, November 2, 1932, says, with regard to firsts,

or near-firsts:

"6rand Rapids in 1874 ccould not be called a communitye - There was one
store in town, ***** it was owned by Jo Goulde The building was built large-
ly out of birch barke In it were found supplies of staple goods which are
sold largely to Indians and to lumberjackse. There were no people north of
Grand Rapids from whom to draw trade and Jo Gould’s business came largely
from the west and south,

"Lowe Seavey had the first hotel in Grend Rapids, Seavey's place,
however, was not called a hotel in those timess It was a stopping place,
or a ranche lie had just built the place in 1874 and had two or three men
working for him,

"Ihe site of the village of Grand Rapids, including the location of
the present main street, was for many years tall standing timber., The only
clearings were along the river, and ae business establishments were started
they clustered along the rapidse. ***+x"

The writer is inclined to reconcile the statement that "There was one

"

store in town," owned by Jo Gould, with other evidence by assuming that some

chronicler has confused the little birch bark store which Jo Could owned with

the Potter store, which he manageds At eny rate, it is certain that the Potter
store was doing business at this time.

The first white woman to make e permanent home in Greand Repids appears
to have been Mrs. Katherine Lent, s widow, who errived in 1880. Mrs. Lent
spent the rest of her life in Grand Rapids, many years in ‘the millinery
businesse She built the two-story frame building in which the Gamble store

is now housed on the ground floor, end the Masonic lodge above,
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The first farmer in the community was Duncen Harris, and he was

alsc the first blacksmithe 4t his place near Pokegama lake, he did all

the smithy work for the settlers and lumbermen for some time, using

charcoal burned in the surrounding forest by Johm Huff, who, likewise,

weas the first man locally to follow his trade.




The choppers and the sawyers, they laid the timber low;

The swampers and t skidders, they hauled them to end froj
Along came the teamsters, all at the break of day,
A-loading of the logs, to the river haste awayl

Noontime rolls around, the foremen loudly cheers,

"leoy down your saws and axes and haste to pork and beans}”

Arriving at the shenty, the splashing it begins,

-

The banjing of ‘the weter=pails end the rattling of the tins.

=-=Lumberjack Chanty




CHAPTER V1

About 1872 the first lumberjacks destined to leave an impress
upon Grand Repids came to the communitys. G« G. Hartley in his letter,
quoted in part in the preceding chapter, asserts that he was one of the
first erew men to drive logs down the Prairie river, and indicates the
time a® in 1871 or 1872+ Llogging had started in the vieinity of the
future village before this, however, and seems already to have been
fairly active on Pokegama lake and in the neighborhood of the falls for
& year or more when the Wabana lake dam was built.,  This latter structure
insugurated the business on the Prairie.

#ages in the woods for the winter of 18723 were only §16 end §$18
per month, but men were plentiful at thet rate, and meny whose names have
figured prominently in local history ceme in at that time, to stay. Al
Hason, who afterward beceme deputy sheriff, end was during its entire ex-
istence a member of Itesca county's first board of commissioners, was log=
ging on the Prairie then, and had worked on lake Pokegama even earlier,
He had a home on the lake before there was any settlement at the head of
navigation, as did Bob NcCabe and Chris Durns, both of whom also began
their lumberjeck careers at Grand Rapids, and at the stipend nameds All
three of these men had Chippewa wives, Nason having married Betsy Drumbeater,
daughter of Chief Drumbeater, for whom the island in Pokegama lake is named.

In 1873 Luther Prown first came up the river as far s8 the rapids on

the steamboat Pokegama, and in 1034, in its November 28 issue, the Grand

Rapides Herald~Review claimed for him the distinetion of being "unquestion-

ably the man who has lived the longest tire in Ttasca county.” This old
resident was alive at the time of the publicatiom of the article, for it
is based on a current personal interview, and, though it does not exactly

coincide with other decounts, his description of the loeality in 1873 is




CHAP Vlew=2

worth its place dmong the rest.

The Pokegama, Captein George loughton, normelly ran from Crow Wing up

the river to Sandy lake and Aitkin, carrying materials for the construection
of the Northern Pacifie Reilroads Occasionally it made a trip further mnorth,
end on one of these Luther Brown came with ite

For making steam, lir. Brown says wood was used, end since there was
none ready out aleng the bank the boat would stop and the crew and passene
gers would shoulder théir axes and go ashores Such dead and dry wood as
could be found would be cut and taken aboard, enabling the steamer to meke
another leg of its jourmey.

KEr., Brown avers that when he came to Grand Repids that first time no-
body lived at the sites

Hmy

There was not a single building of logs or framees The bigz pine came
down to the shores along the Mississippi river. MNr. Brown found out later,
however, that Jo Gould had a home in the timber south of the rivers Gould
was then engeged in trading with the Indienses This man left his name on

Jo Gould lake, the body of water which lies between the Mississippi river
end Pokegema leke, and might be lmowm as one of the early residents of what
is now Itasca county.”

At the time of the Interview in which Nre Drown mede the following
statements, he was 85 years of age, tut well, strong ard of clear under=

standings The editor of the lerald-Review aceepted his account without

question as they sat face to face, and therefore it is safe to sssume that
lre Brown's memory was unimpeired. So, in the presence of a vast accumulation
of proof that some bulldings had in fact been erected, the writer must cone
clude that they were sercened from the casual obesrver on the river by the
heavy growth of timber mentioned, as Jo Gould's home had beense

Luther Brown beceme known es one of the best men with oxen in the
whole northe When he first arrived ell hauling was done with these patient,

plodding beastse To handle them required a special talent, and it is stated
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that Luther Brown was richly endowed with thise Oxen are powerful, he
explains, but they de not move rapidly at enmy time. On the road he mede
a speed of about two to two and a half mileés an hour with a loads They
were hitched together four or six in a temm, end what they lacked in speed
they made up in steadiness and strengthe

Mike MecAlpine came to Grand Rapids in 1874, and went to work as a
lumber jack in a logging camp on Pokegama lake, Aitkin was the nearest
railroad station at the tive, and Mr. MeAlpine walked up from there, sc=-
campanied by two brothers, Tom and James, end by enother man nemed Frank
Hastys ©Steamboats were running up from Aitkin at the time, but these
men elther preferred to come afoot, or they wers financially embarressed

at the time,

When they arrived at lake Pokegama they found & beautiful body of

water entirely surrounded by a magnificent stand of white end Norway pine,
virtually untouched so far by the woodsmen's axe. Extending back & great
distance from the shoreline the terrain was densely cowvered with the tall,
straight treess P. F. Clark, one of the pioneer lumbermen of the section,
was preparing to log this timber off, end for him McAlpine went to worke
He was thrifty, end after about sevem years in the woods he was able
to come to Grand Rapids and purchase the Lowe Seavey stopping place.
Seavey had sold this building to the Wakefield brothers in 1879. They sold
it to MeAlpime in 1881, and he in turn transferred it to James Sherry in
1883. 1In ‘the early eighties loggzing operations all about the villageb
became very extensive and the hotel business wes goods lrs McAlpine,
realizing that he was riding the crest, branched out. Le continued to run

the hotel, but h@'also built five log warehouses and engaged in the busi-

ness of supplying the loggers with all their requirementss In addition to
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these lines of endeavor, he took the contract to haul the materials for
the Pokegama government dam when that work was started. These goods were
brought tp to the foot of the rapids from Aitkin by steamboat, and were
toted thence to the site of the dam by oxens

After three years spent thus busily in Grand Rapids, lrs MeAlpine
disposed of his hauling contraet end other business intereste end moved
to Minneapolis, where he remaired until 1890. On his return to the little
settlement below Pokegama Falls, he noted that some great changes had teken
places Several business institutions had sprung up, and there were pros~
pects of a real village; in fact a town had been laid out and & few builde
ings were in course of constructions The community was even looking fore
ward to the oreation of a county mnd the ooming of the railroad, At that
time nobody was deeply concerned about the future of the city in the pines.
They had no pride in its appearance or progress as yet. Grand Rapids,
to all vwho were then unconsciously laying its foundations, was merely a con=
venient place in which to do what they were doing, or from which to direect

ite It had grown and increased steadily in importance since the days of

the Potter-Gould trading post and the Lowe Seavey stopping place sinmply bee

cause 1t was situated at the head of navigation on the upper Mississippi.

For many years access to the region could be had only by steamboat
or by many weary, tangled miles of travel through woods mnd swamps, afoot.
Then large scale lumbering was inaugurated, sand the heavy transport re=-
quired for its prosecution was of necessity water-borne. The rapids de=
fined the up=stream 1limit to this, and there the infant Grand Rapids crouched,
waiting for trade. It was as natural as water rumning down hill=<and was,
indeed, the result of just that. ¥

P
Michael McAlpine wes born near Kingston, Ontariqﬂ Pebruary, 1853,
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He ceme to Grand Rapids in 1874, hiring out in lumber csmps, first as
& lumberjeck, then as "cookee," cook, and, later, in other capacities.
By steady application and rigid economy he was soon sble to amass sufe
ficient cepital %o enter modestly into business in the litile settle=
ment which was becoming the commercial center of Itasca's great lumber
regions Alert to grasp any opportunity that offered, in whatever line,
he prospered here, and in 1882, he married Miss Anna BEstella Hilling,
wham he had met while she was in his employ at his Grand Eapids hotel.
lMiss Hilling, together with "three other young wemen," had come to
Grand Rapids in 1880,

In 1883, about & year after the MoAlpines were married, Grand
Rapids was threatened with an Indisn uprisings An employee of the knoxe

Wakefield store ejeoted e troublesome Indian from the place, and it seems

that he did it nome too gently. Llater the red man returned to argue the

matter, and when he was seen approaching, William Wakefield ran out and
seized him by the elbows, from behind. Ac he was holding him thus help=
less, the employee who had precipitated the trouble trained a rifle on
the Indian from an upstairs window ¢f the buildings The pini.ied man was
killed instantly, and the bullet, passing downward through his body, en~
tered Mr. Wekefield's knee and travelled along the bone to his heel, cripple
ing him for life,

What so shocked the aboriginal idea of ethies seems not to have been
that a white man should shoot a brother sver a trifle, without argument
or trial, but that the execution should be carried out so one=-sidodly===
while the Indian was being held still as a fair targets The Chippewas
were incensed over thats The bucks must have made meny robust threats

end warlike demonstrations in the wigwams that night, for the squews be=-
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came really alarmed and several of them hurried to their white sisters with
a warning of all-out retribution shortly to be visited upon the settlement,
Three women of the village were expectant mothers at the time, and for
these everylody, including the squaws, felt a special corncerns Michael
MeAlpine's wife was one of these,

Several Indien women came to Mrs, MeAlpine and told her what was
in store for all who remained in the villages It took no great emount
of persuasion to preveil upon the distracted women to leave, and the squaws
took her some distence down the river where they concealed her in the tall
rushess The female of all races, savaze as well as civilized, takes a deep
interest in biological events such as this, and the group guarding Nrs.
lellpine proved no exception to the rule, They were chattering gently
to her, and trying good=naturedly to extrsct a promise that, if a'zirl,
the child should be nemed "Anonah," when the anxious husbend ceme and are
renged for her immediste removal to Mimneapolis,

The other wonen looking forward to blessed events at this time were
Krse L. P, Enox snd & Mrs, Streetar. Mrs. MeAlpine's daughter, Gertrude,
would have been the first white child born in Grand Rapids had not the mother
gone to Minneapolis for her confinement, passing that distinétion on to Hattie
Streetar, lrs. Strestar remained at home. Mre Enox took his wife to Aitkin
because of the Indain seare and her daughter, Julia, was ushered into the
world in that villages

MeAlpine joined his wife in Minneapolis in 1864 end they decided to

make théir home there. He entered upon the hotel business in the Clifton

House, but one night fire reduced this to ashes end McAlpine himself to the

findnecial status of his lumberjack deys, He served on the Minneapolis police

force as a means of livlihood for some time, and in 1890 returned with his
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family, now numbering three additional children, to again engege in
businese in Grand Repids.

Mrs MeAlpine entered the logging business, on his return to the
scenes of his earlier activities, and in addition opened & saloons While
thus eoccupled, he built the first frame bullding in the village, the
dwelling at what is now the corner of Fourth street and Second gvenue,
easts At that time the homesite was buried in a dense wilderness and con-
temporaries laughed at him for building so fine a house out in the country.
So primitive were the sorroundings, indeed, that almost any day deer, moose
or bears could be seen from the doorway.

During his fifty-nine years rosidence in Orend Rapids, Michael Mg
Alpine led an in%teresting end colorful lifes The Indians cameé to know
him, and to trust him more fully, probably, than any other white man in
the whole regione¢ During the term of I. T. Rilcy as sheriff it became

neceasary to bring in an Indddn who had committed a murder. This brave

wes a difficult man to handles He was courageous to the point of recke-

lessness, and being afraid, as all Indaine then were, that he would not
be given a fair deal in the white man's court, he was determined that he
would not be takens The sheriff kmew what to doe He simply sent Mike
MeAlpine out to reason with the murderer, and Milke returned shortly with
a surly end shamefeced Indian in tows IHe had refused to hurt MeAlpine,
and had surrendered without the least show of resistence.

Un ancther occasion a band of Indains hed planned to atteck the
whites 1n Crend Rapids, While they were holding a council of war, powe
wowing excitedly and dancing themselves into & proper mocd, Mike McAlpine
and another white man sneaked into their camp and poured water down the

barrels of their old-fashioned muskets, rendering them temporarily um-




serviceables . The warriors, when they discovered what had been done saw
the humorous side of the situation, patted Mike affectionately on the
back and laughed heartily at his huge jokes The threatened uprising was
averted, and in a few daye all was agaln serene between the white men and
the red; as it had been in the unpleasantness of 1883,

The lumberjacks of Mike MeAlpine's day who did not heil from Maine
or Michigan, were nearly all Scots from Nova Scotia or Noew Brunswick,
with a springling of harde=bitten Irishmen and Yankees who hed found their
way into the north woodss Though one of his foremen was nemed Hanson,
Mgﬁlpine avers that he was a Scottish netive of Nova Secotia end "a hard
man among hard customere,” and that no Scandinavians came into the country
for a good many yeers after his arrival. In reealling his first contect
with Swedes, he remembers an odd ineident which oecurred when he visited
& camp at which some of them were employed. He had been 'farming' (raising
vegetables, making hay and tending pestured oxen) for his employers through
one summer 8t the head of Blg Trout lake, end he had kept a dog with him,
The animal accompenied him when he called at ilie new camp, and Mike was
surprised and puzzled when they ceme within hearinge=distance of the voices

of the menes It soon became evident that the dop was distrustful of all

things which he could not understand, and he certainly cou%?n't understand -

Swedishs lie was acoustomed to English, and seemed to be wholly emraptured
with the musical inflections of Chippewa, but of Swedish conversation he
would have no parte Its cadence was irritating and its intonstions were
abobifinbles There was nothing soothing or pleasant about it, and it hinted
strongly of dangere .With his tail tuoked tightly under, the suspicious canine
came to heel in a swift creep, bristling like a hair brush and growling ve~

hement protest at the affront,
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At a lator date meny Cocendinevians engered the forest, but few of
thom ever became the accamplished woodsmen oredited with the most notable
feats of Tunbering dayss MNoilpine states that there were no women residents

ol

in Itasca county in 1870, and, in sumer, not above thirty-ive mens Those

wore ongaged in watching ocsmp and *famming' for logpers, and ss ¥ike recalled

thoff namos of thirty of them it did mot in the least sugsest & Swedish cen-

gust Walt loeman, lowe Seavey, Al Nason, Bob MeCabe, Al Casey; Al Hatchison,

Joe Gould, Jim Affleck, 54d MeDonald, Warren Molean, Hugh Cox, Jim Weatherbee,
PatrLewley, Pot 0'Halloren, Cleve Stafford, Charlie Geelye, Charlie lyons,

Gillette Beecher, Chrils Durns, Tom MeDougall, Teom Smith, Archie Mebumie,

Jim Mackie, Dlack Hawk, Jerry Uhituey, Luther Browm, Jack Pergueon, Pill

Nelson, Tem Boswell and Bill Homne




CHAPTER V11

Among the early comers to Grand Rapids, and one of the very first,
was Allen T. (A1) Wasom. He was living on Pokegema Point, between the lake
and the site of the future town, as early as 1870, end probaebly was one of
the first lumberjacks to swing an axe in that section. John Gilmore states
that in the winter of 1868 Joe Knowlton logged on Knowlten's (Black's) Arm
for T. B. Walker; and, whether or not the date named is & year or two ahead

of the actual event, there is little doubt thet Nason was orn Knowlton's pay=

roll, G. G. Hartley's communication to the Magnet, quoted in part in Chepter

V, spots this old=time lumberjack in a logzing orew on the Prairie river
"over Swenty yesrs ago,” and the letter was written November 8, 1892, later,
Hason, after the manner of meny of the more ambitious woodsmen of the period,
engaged in the saloon business. He became a deputy sheriff, and county
commissicner, and developed into en influential end dependable citizen.

Allen 1. Nason was a very powerful man, not tall, Wit compactly built,
and hard as rails. In keeping with his enormous strength, when "en the job"
he labored in true Paul Bunyan fashion, and when on & spree he drank whiskey
to the complete exclusion of all other sctivities. 4 good boxer, ‘liason loved
to fight, and took part in many a battle when no other issue was involved that
the question of who was the “"best men,” in the north woods sense. Often he
injeeted himselfl into bruising melees for the pure fun of it. He was exception=
ally quick and agile,and seemed to be endowed with the rare faculty of con~-
contrating the strength of his whole body into the muscles being used at the
moments Above all things, he admired & "good man," and seeing such a one
in aetion always lifted him to exuberance,

Une fall while Nason was in the @aloon business, the last boat up from

Aitkin inadvertantly delivered his consignment of whiskey one barrel short.
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This, at a point entirely surrounded by thirsty Scottizh and Irish lumbere
Jacks, with all river transpcrtation closed until Spring, and the tote
roads impassible umtil the swamps should freeze firmly, was nothing less

then & calamitygy eme Al decided to de¢ something about ite By hustling
and hard work, le decided that there was yel time to fet-h his mislaid
freight before the river should become choked with ice. Ie boarded the
steamer for her return trip to Aitkin.

Upon arriving at the downriver town, the doughty saloonkeeper located
his lost barrel and, rolling it aboard a bateau which he had secured in the
village, immediately sterted back upstresm by man powers He was alone, and
with the heavy boet breasting the swift current of the Mississippi all the
way, the near-two hundred<mile trip required several days to accomplish,
Very f{ew men todey would even attempt such a grind, but Nason was a rugged
men, accustomed to the hardships of rugged surroundings,

Une day, toward evening, he approached the point where the Sandy river
empties into the Mississippi and noticed a comp on shores A
afterward learned to be John snodgress was living there and rafting harde
wood ties down to Aitkine. WHNeson hailed him, wes answered pleasantly enough,
and decided to pull up to the bank and remsin therse overnight. In relating
the inecident to Williem Maddy, who still resides in Grand Rapids, Al said

that he looked the chap over and decided thst he could whip him'if it should
- Y

became necessary, and so had no trepidation about cemping with a strangers

3
After the usual salutatioar Snodgrass boarded the boat and together they

lifted the barrel of whiskey to the top of the four or five-foot bank so
that the boat could be hauled out.
In the morning, after & good camp~fire breakfest, Neson re-launched

his boat and then turned his attention to its unwiedly cargo. Seigzing the
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barrel by its' chiwes, h%A:nllad-i&-up-untoﬂh&e*kn-on, swung around, stepped
to the punwale, and lowered the burden to the bottom of the eraft.
"I'm the only dammed man in the eountry who can do thet," he said,

eyeing Snmodgrass quizzically and brushing his hands in & sort of "pooh,

Snodgrass raised his browa in surprised interest as he stepped into
the bost and tentatively "hefted" thé dead weight.

"Pretty heavy, ain't it?" he asked, rocking the barrel once or twice
as if in speculations Then, before its owner even had time to nod his head,
snodgrass hooked his fingers under the chimes and with one easy heave de=
posited the cargo back on the high banke lie smiled as he brushed his hands
together in imitation of the other.

"I'm the only damn men in the country who can do that,” he said simply,
and before Hason could voice his dstonishment the stranger had again lifted
the barrel and laid it gently at his feet.

Never boastful of his own strenmgth, Nason wae keenly aware of it, and
gloried in it. He used it es a yardstick with which to measure the physical
worth of other men, and when ke met ome who qualified as a "good men,” accord=
ing to his standerd, he was quick to acelaim. Ke never was deterred by ‘the
fact that the prowess he was lauding eclipsed his own,

Orand Espids had some hard end powerful men in the days of the big
slashinge 4. M., Johnson, who associated with them closely and continuously
for years, understood them snd probably was as familiar with their physical
qualifications end personal .characteristics as eny men in the communitys In

an interview with the Hersld=Review in July, 1932, Mr. Johnson, then eighty~

one years old, took occasion to name a few of the best, as he judged them.

fe had been a man of renowned strength himself, and his opinion should be

worthy of respect.




¥, Johnson was borm at Chatesu-gey, New York, and came wes{ when

R7TE

mere boye He first ceme to Itasca In 1878, making h way up the river

"

with a group of French=Canadians.  One of them called and, as

Johnson deemed

&3
v

¥ error of no consequence, he did not correct hime The
for granted that that was his name, calling him"Jim" when~
ever they addressed hime Affter their errival a% the camps, this practice
misled every now acquaintances The result was that during &l1 the time
M. Johnson lived end worked in Grend Hepids, ae ‘lumberjack, team=
ind “saloonkeeper, over a half century altogether, he was known as Jim
Johnaons 'Even his élosdst eronies never knew his real names OUne of them,
Dougnl, when interviewed bty the writer in January, 1941, refused
to believe that his old {riend's neame was any
Hrs Jolmeon stated that Varnum Dlood wes possessed of the greatest
physical ‘strength of any man who ever lived in the Grand Raplds area. Also,
Blocd wes skillful at both boxing and wrestling, and weas well traineds He
had been & "strong man” and exhibition bexer with the P. I. Barnum ¢Ricus
for several yedrs, and the story persists thst he wes the son-in-law of the
great showmars J¥re Johnson recplled a report that in ome of his sparring
matohes in the circus Blood's opponent was inadvertertly killed. ' From that
day, the strong man did no more boxlngs 'Le was afrsid of the welght of his
blows; and would suffer slmost any indipgnity rather than to engage in fdsti-
cuf'f'ss - In the nineties Flood moved to e western state, where he died some
yoears later.
Boxt to Bloecd in the roster of Grand EKepids strong men, HNr. Johnson

o2

placed Frank Grante OGrant always took every meams to mveid a fight, and

3

never wa nxiome Lo display his outstending strength, btut many times

occasion arose to use it in his work; end his assoclates woere well aware
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that he was "an almighty pood mans" Others lined up close behind Blood
and Grant were Al Nason, Bob leCabe, Luke Wilson, William Gossman, Jim
Sherry, Sam Lamb, betteér knowm as Sem Christie, Jim and Joe Rush; Jdack
0'Connell, Tom Harringtom, Pat Hollend, and Eilly Rogers. Johnson failed
to include John Snodgrass and Dave Willard in his list, but both these men
lived in Aitkin and he was speaking for the glory of Grand Rapids.

As to the fights among the earlier lumberjacks, Mr. Johnson stated
that mest of them ocourred simply because the men wished to estaklish or
retain prestige mmong their fellows. It was easy for them to start a fight,

especially when they were drinkinge Among them were many good clean "scrappers,”

and & few of the "dirty," vicious brand. ' Men who preferred to "slug it out,"

trade punches until ome or the other was pommelled into submission, and men
who hesitated at nothing; from biting off ears and thumbing out eyes to kick-
ing off feces with their heavy calked boots. Often two men in the more manly
category would repair to the bar together after the bettle and discuss its
scientific aspects, comparing notes and bruises in the friendliest fashion.
That the lumberjack had other standards than ability to battle and
bruise by which to judge & man's worth is attested by cccasional articles

written by C, C. Kelly and published from time to time in the Herald Review.

lrs Kelly, still resident at Grend Rapids, worked with thete men for
many years,lay‘rthem intimately, and wielded a facile pens His pictures
are clear end exeiting, with the added virtuXe of faithfulness,
f

"In reverse English of excellence came the lumber jack," Nr. Kelly
writes. . "Best, better, zood indifferent. He came in successive waves #++
and the best ceme first *+*, Unly the best could have survived the hard=
ships confronting the first comers into the bij woods. Ox freight; foot
and walker route, canoe, or poled scows You hdd your cholce, and made your
road as you went. Also, you built your cemp when you got there.

"Mud-chinked shack of logs, it was.  Bare earth space in center for
fire ard bean~holes Hole in roof directly overheasd for escape of smoke,
and there you were. Camp length stretch of vacancy on each side, wWhick held
two forty-foot length blankets. e whe wanted & better bed didn't get ite
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Une blanket under, one over, snd you slept as cozy as so meny pigs in a
straw pille. 1f was a graend life if you didn't weaken. If you did, you were
kicked out, weakening being worse than a capital offense; **+x*,

"Beans, cooked in the mlways-going bean-hole, salt pork, bread from
& Duteh ovem, and tea stroeng as lye made up the usual menus The lumberjack
had two breakfast hours, one at & A, M, if he was a teamster, the other at
4 A, M, Af he was in another .pert of the crew. Breakfast over, the whole
erew was ‘at work, and stayed at work until dark, with sufficient interval
to eat at noons

"So the original lumberjmck of the "best" kind had to be tough ¥+#=,
Pillows and such-like effiminacies to him were unknown, and he was always,
to use his own expression, "ss lousy as a pet coon:"” Sem Simpson, who
knew the lumberjack at his best said that he was "the best man and the damned=-
est fool who ever worked for wages." There is no better description. *»#»

"This best lumberjack as a rule came from Maine or Canadas, end those
from the one loved not those from the otherj; one being boern on cne side of
an imaginary line or redl weterway, one on the others The reason? The
same reason why great Zuropesn nutions have been slaughtering eech other
for 2,000 years. Ience there were many fights. No naturel weapons barred,
one round te finish, which was when one was unconscious, dead, or had squealed.
Very few squealeds This lumberjack seldom lived long, and seldom married,
hence his pgoodly kind is all but extinet; but his memory is still green
encugh to make some tales ‘of him and his doings of interest.

"Strong hends grasped snd held the stending tiwber, a way strong hands
have with natural resources the world overs The old order changed *** Big
tusiness methods were introduced and *****the"best” lumberjack slowly faded
cut of" the picture. Then began the heavy influx of foreigh labor, mainly
Seandinavians, and soon the "better" lumberjack did the woods work. *#*#

This “better" lumberjack was succeeded by the "good" woodsworker, who came
as part of the wave of cheaper mene. They worked for less, but they were
§till called lumberjacks, and still were able to get out the logss Anyhow,
they were better than the "indifferent" wave which succeeded them ***,

"One thing must be said, frem the beégimming of the "better" period
down to the finish **#*ihe woods culsine wesa superb, although the camps were
not, they being bullt of cull lumber and tarpapers But Big Business knew
that good cooks are the cheapest #**# and got thems Camp fare became so good
that one foreigner remarked in my presence, "Dis onme bully country, every
day Chrismus in de woods.” lLogging foremen explained thé good food by say-
ing that the men must eat a certain amount if they were to work hard sll day,
end that “sweet stuff is the thing; sugar and molasses are cheaper then beef,"
Meybe,they were, anyway the men came into the woods lean and hungry, and went
out in the spring fet and sassy. The camps with the best cooks were quickly
spotted and the men joined them in' preference to those where the flap=jacks
were sogiye  Many & cook wag fired in order to hold a crew of men in camp*#+,

“Dropping the lumberjmck in general, let us look &t a few in particular,
remarking that all those glanced at were and areaall of the "best" variety.

"If any ome can be said to have been "the best man on the river," as
these men themselves would have expressed it, then Sam Hunter's name comes
naturally to mind.

"A great man, wps Sam, and meny &nd great his exploits, smong which
was his cheerful custom, when bossing e drive, of going along the river bank
on starting day and picthing all the green hands headlong into the water,
When they emerged, dripping and shivering, he always assured them kindly.
"You are all right, now, end needn't bé afraid of falling in. If you do you can't
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get any wetter than you ares o get busy and warm up, end keep busy or
I'11 throw you in againe” So they got busy, and kept Busy. Sem's methods
were stronucus, but effectives It might e said thet he overdid them some-
times, but he never drowned any onoe 7The man was strength incernate, and
such strength will be used giantewise occasionallys

All lumberjacks were fi hting men on proper occasion, and a large
book could be filled with their names without listing ell of theme The Rush
brothers, Jemes and Joseph, Allen Nason, Uld Sparks, Jolm 0'Connell, Thomes
Earrington, Petrick Hollend, Williem Rogers, Levi Brockway and a host of
others might be mentioned, but ***I am stron;ly of opinion thet not one of
them could have men~handled Jolm Snodiress, of Aitkin, in a feir roughe-end
tumbles Certainly none ever dide

“let us consider who mipht be celled the handsomest men of the lumbore
Jackss A hard question to answer, but off-hand two come to minde ' They are
dJack Caffmey eand EHill Ross, neither of whom ocould be called handsomes Jack
dressed his part so well that he might have exohanped Jdm-clothes with a
scarecrow without damaging the appearance of either, provided that the scere-
erow was topped by a battered sun helmet, as Jack always waie

"But teking it by and larpe, it cen be said that our own John Fraser
could be called the handsomest lumberjack of his tine. He is fairly entitled
te the distinction, even remembering such stalwarts as Eike McAlpine, Bill
liollihan, and olherse

"Who was the most useful men in the woods? ***B{1l1 Ross, of courses
Bill was a greduate of the femous “"guessing school” of Meinees **+lie could
do enything, improve on anything, but would never stey long in one place.

He had no enemy save the lumberjack's worst one, himself,

"Who was best on the drive? 'Little Mike' Toole, without a doubt, *»#
‘here were lots of good 'white water' men, but none of them could keep up
to Little Nikee Tlot meaning his feat of running a bateau over the deam et
Little Falls, thet was just en eccentricity. *»»

"#s4In the good old days of the short haul, on timber not more than a
mile and & half from tree to banking place, oxen were the chief motive power,
end many able 'bullw-punchers® had the hendling of thems Luther Eroen, Herbd
Tucker, 5b Day, called *0ld Bosaw," and Jim Steplee were among the beste

"Who wes the best foremen? *+*sStuart Fraser, or perhaps Jack Skellye.
Others ranking high in this work were John Fraser, red Bombadier, J. ¥, Smith
end Jim C'Learys

"There were mmny good cookss *+*Jolnny Payne, Jolmny Malone, Jolomy
Carroll, Johnny Templeton, George Arscott, Hormen Cochran, **+ It is only
efter long end deep thousht that we come o the conclusion thet honors are
easy botween Jolmny Peyne end George Arscott for the title of cordon bleu.

Speaking of good men, some very good men oame into the Woods to ex~
hort us heathens during the winters Cno of the very good ones was Reve J. V.
G11fillene IHe wes en EZpiscopal missionary, end you seldom see a better all
round men anywheres He 'pruached sime good religion and his sermon wes his
om,* as Stanley Huntley eaid, and if the good seed he scattered did not
bring forth good fruit it was no fault of hise Also he would wrostle any
uan, sny hold, and few even of the best could put him on his bLaoke

"Nearly as good a man was John Sormbergere He was o pood man with his
hands in hies unregenerate days, snd was famed for stopping & msn who was aes
good as the originel Jack Dempseys **#r. Sormberger was & good preacher,

e hard and geslous worker in the vinynrd, end a men to tie to, that 1 kmow,
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"Such reminiscing start a longing for the touch of so many stilled volces,
Obd for just one more day om the landing, one more dinner with Johnny Peyne,
one more supper with CGeorge Arscoti, snd one more night of the deep, dreamless
sleep of the logping cempe"

After doffing the white cep and epron, CGeorpe Arscott proved that he

wes ¢ "good men" in other than oullpary pursuits, snd when the writer visited

Orand Hapides in January of 1941 he wes the wery highly sppreciated mayor of
he townes Throughout ite struggling progress, he has ever been loyal in his
support end optimistic as to ita future,

-

dre Arscotl appears to have as grest pride in his accouplisiments in
the cemp kitchen as in anything he has done sinces And he has & right to this
foeling of satisfaction, for he wes no ordinary "Iry-cook,” much as one sees

in a ¢ity hash-houses e ruled over a large, welleappointed kitchen, an
ministered ably to the inner neods of many men who were labering long and hard
every days le not only served them the finesi roasts, changing the menu daily,
btul spread before them a greal variety of vegetablees,both white and brown bread,
hot bisouits, and all the side dishes obtainebles Cake, cockies, doughnuts, ell

baked by lNre Arscott im the huge oven, were never abbent from the teble et any

meal, and ple wms served three times a day, sevon days & weoks
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i1t has been olearly demonstrated that Orand Eapids wes in existence
un. 1874, both as a commercial center and ag sn esteblished United States
Fost Offlce, though several of the first men teo penetrate the wilderness
thus far appear to have had some difficulty in finding ite Mike NecApline,

who was working on leke Pokegema in that year, averred in an interview with

the Iteson County Independent on February 23, 1934, that "Orand Rapids did

not exist thene Thet is, there was lardly a settlement here at the times A
little birch bark cabin east of the place where Roy Wheaton's log dwelling
house now stands housed a smell 'store' conducted by Jo Goulds Lowe Seavey,
later quite prominently identifled with the history of the river, and about
the same time, Warren Potter, of Altkin, who died a few yesrs ago, conducted
a store in whioh he afterward took in as his partper Pat Casey, who came

up to work for him in 1873+ The firm ol Potter & Casey was for a long time
prominent in this segtion #s=sr "

Gith the sole exception of the above paragraph, all evidence lecads to
the supposition that lowe Geavey bullt end ran a hotel, or "stopping place”
rather than e stores However, in 18674 he was appointed Postmaster, and it
would appesr that the logicsl place for a post office would be in o store
where the loocal citisens naturally gether in a new community.

Jo Gould was rumning the Polter store at the time, and dilligent re=-
search has failed to uncover the neme of any other menager for that ploneer
establishment wntil 1877, when layfayette Enox took charges It is probable
that Could's services were retsined until that time,

Enox remained with the Potter company only about a yoar before entering
business for himself, snd sume confusion surrounds his early career ag an ine

dependent merchante The story, csrefully pleced out from information gathered
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from several sources but unverified, is that at the very first he did business
in a log shack, 18 x 24 feet, on the scuth bank of the river Just west of the
fotter establishment, but moved into his first regular store building soon

2

afters As he resigned from the Fotter menagement in 1878, and erected the
first of his own bulldings in 1879, it is entirely possible that he purchased
his stoek and stored it in some such temporary plsce, transacting such
business as he could drum up in the interim. Some early residents say that
prior to 1879 he never scld any goods save as Potter's manager, while others
eredit him with being "in the ctore business" in 1878,

ihe {irst Enox bullding that housed a real store was two stories high,

of hewn logs, and was torn down at Sandy Lake, and brought up the river by

steemboaty HRe=orected, it served as & rivel house to that of his former em=

ployers On August 4, 1879 Mr. Knox wes appointed postmaster, and In the very

oarly eighties he formed a pertnership with Willism and Joe Viakefield, two
brothers who for a short time had been rumning & small trading post near where
he paper mill fountain now standss In 1864 John Beckfelt purchesed the Fnox
interest in this business, wes in turn appointed postmaster, august 19, 1885,
and later bought out the VWakefieldss Thus John Beckfelt's first store building
in Grand Repids was also the first one that had beem oscupled by Lafayotte Enox,
if the latter's alleged temperary cccupancy of the log shack 1s left out of
the reckoninge It was from s seeond=story window of this structure that Nre
Hakefield was shot in the knee and orippled while holding en Indien's arms
behind him, in 1883, thus precipitating a near-uprising of the Chippews,

On disposing of his mercantile interests to Deckfelt in 1884, Nr, Knox
left Orand Rapide for his former home in Wisconsin, but in 1887 he returned
and prepared to re~enter business in his former line., He bduilt a frame store~

bullding 22 x 64 feet, twe stories high, with a one=story addition 12 x 54 feet




to be used ss a warchouses This was located on the site of the present
Standard Oil Company station, east of the business he had sold to Beokfelt,
across Pologama avenud,

There 1s considerable evidence to the effect that this manetver did
not please Mrs Deckfelts It appears thet he claiued that there had Leen
an agroament at the time of the transfer of the former business thet Mre. Knox
would not agein engage in & like venture in the compunitys Now he folt that
Mre Kno) hed "done him wrong,” and, though no legel steps were teken in the
matter, a friendship of long standing wae painfully straineds

However, knox went ahead with his enterprise, stooked up heavily,
commanded a falr share of the patronage of the region, won & seat on the
first board of county commissioners in 1889 of which he was elected chair-
men, end, on July 11, 1891, was again appointed postmastor of Grand Repids.
A tireless worker for civiec welfare, his name always prominent emong those
supporting progressive movements in the town, Lafayotte Knox richly deserves
the honored place given him among its founders.

The yeer 1881 saw the men working on the govermment headwater dems, the
Indiens of the region, and the lunberjacks throughoul Itasca's big forest

e o B B
Arapsuffering sevorely from a smallpox epidemics Hospltal facilities wore none

existant, and no doctor was practicing within meny miles of the camps in the

decp woodse The federal department sent a Uoctor Walker in to care for the
men on federal projects and the Indians, and, with the exception of the
assistance he could get from such inmunes as had recovered from the discase
and were willing to help, he worked alones Camp aftor cemp lecame infected,
and herolo work wae done smid the most discouraging surroundings. Housing

and drugs were inadequate, senitation difficult or impossible, the weather




exactly to the liking of the maliciocus germs, segregation of petients
impracticadble, and proper nursing a thing unheard of in the wilderness
where the malady rageds Not the least of the goed Smmaritans of the
occasion was Chief Busticogan. The old chieftain, together with his
squaw, Loth of whom had redovered during a former scourge, came upon

& camp of govermment surveyors,; sll ill, and remained to omre for them
tenderly and patiently until every one of the hall dogen cecupante of
the postiferous tent was well, Belatedly, the United States govermont
recognised this service with a giftﬁf Busticogan of a whole ltesca town-
ship===that which now bears his name,

#ithin Grand Replids village, & "pest-house” was erected on the high
bluff near the present hospitel, on the south bank, and en effort was made
to prevent the spread of the disesse; tut it had teken s heavy toll of the
sparsely populated region before, with the aid of warm weather, it was stamped
oute

In the summer, after the epidemio had absted, Captain Willard Glazier,

with a companion, made the first cance trip over underteken frum the source

to the mouth of the Misslssippis In his book, Down the Great River, pube

lished in 1889, he relates of that part of the journey contiguous to Crand
Raplds that they had run short of supplies snd were compelled to live off
the countrys They had lost most of thelr smmmition and their fishing
tackle whon o oance tipped over, and so were forced to subsist on young
ducks, killed with a paddle, on turtles, a few small fish, end what few
blueberries they could gets

Glazier had expeoted to find a trading post at “ake Yemidjegumaug
(Bemidji) but that, likewise the post at Cass lake, had been abandoned for
the summers On the shore of Cass lake they found an Indian garden in which

were corn and potatoes large enocugh to eat, and so stayed off starvetion until
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they could reach another Indian village on Lake Alanibigoshishe

Coming down the river the first stop was made at en Indien town
at White Oak Pointes The chief's neme, translated, was Dull Enife, and
be snd his femilies lived in primitive atyle,

“The men we saw were almost naked,” Captein Glazier relates, "having
no other garment than the breeche=cloths The women wore a short gown and a
blanket, the children ran about neked,with no cther appendage than a belt
about their loins. One of the wigwane which we visited was about fifteen
feet in diameter and fully twelve feet high at the center. 1t was for-
med of poles, secured teo a framework of poless The fire was made in the
middles The sides of the interior were occupied with a frame three feet
high end four or five feet ride, covered with blankets and skins, on which
the irmates sit end also sléeps There is no partition to separsate one part
of the femily from snother. *s+

“We remched Pokegame Falls st five o'elock (August 2, 1881)e At this
point the first rock stratum on the river was seens Meking a portage around
the Falls we reached Grand Rapids just before seven o'clocks This pioneer
village consists of a hotel, two stores, a seloon and three or four private
homes, 2ll built of logs« The Potter House is the first hotel encountered
in the descent of the river, and is intended for the sccommodation of lumbere
men, Who gather here during the fall end winter monthss The bill of fare was
emple, consisting of beefsteak, potatoes, respberries and tea. #+%#s"

In view of the established fact that at the tine naméed there were at

least one other hotel, two more saloons, and several additiomsl dwellings

in Grand Repids, the econclusion is inescapable that Captain Glazier, either
failed to see them in the timber, wes so busy with his craft thet he missed
those standing by the swift water as he shot past toward the calm landing by
Potter's, or thet he totalled the eclutch of buildings from memory after have
ing left the locality. After all, he was tired, was only a day delivered
from near-starvation, was anxicus to continue his Journey, and was much more
interested in food and supplies than in the outwerd aspeet of the back=
woods hsmlet where he hoped to procure thems

it was in December, 1878, thet John Tropp sarrived in Grand Rapids,
end ot that tine he found the town to consist of two small log hotels, twe
smell log stores, and two log saloons, all located near the bank of the river,

below the present paper mill sites MNr. Tropp must have overlooked, or fore
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gotten to mentlon, the Fotter stopping place end store, which certainly
wes there aleo at the time, acrose the river and dowm at the foot of tlie
rapidas

This early arrival busied himself for about two yoers at cubting
cordwood and driving team, thon found employment on the construction of
the first Fokegema lake dams Ie followed this work until the completien
of the Winnibigoshish, Leech and Sandy Lake dems, them returned t. 'okegama
dam Lo act as cook for a smmll orew of men engaged in cperations there.

Ere Troop reecalled what in all probabllity was the largest boat and
the greatest cargo sver to negotiate the swift water tlat rushed past the
papor nill sites All tools und equipment necessary for the bullding of
the headwater dams had been brought up the river to Pokegama Falls, and
when the time came to Legin work on the Sendy Leke dem it was decided to
build & huge barge and float the materiel down the Migsissippi to location.

The cargo emounted to seventy-five tons, and, though some difficulty was ex=

perienced in getting through the rapide, nothing was lost, and the wholé trip

was oompleted in sixtye-four hourss

Transportation, which is the spearhead of civiligzation, was the greatest
problem eonfronting those who were developing, and exploiting, Iltesca's natursl
resources prior to the coming of the rallroads In 1878 the steamer White Svwan
started regular service between Aitkin and Grand Hapids, with C. H, Alsop as
captaine Ox toams were freighting from the riverside to Big Trout lake over
& tote=road vhich was & mere, stump-straddling trails Roland ¥, dartley,
later to become prominent in the county and state, end to serve two terms as
Governor of the State of Weshington, was heaving manfully on a setting pole,

freighting through Grand Rapids on a fletboats
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in In 1882 the steamer Andy Gibson wes built and placed in service onm
these upper roaches of the Mississippis - This bont wes nemed in honor of

Andy Cibson, the lumberjack whose only claiss to the distinetion, so far

as cen be ascertained at this date,mr his extrmordinery proficiency as a

woodsman and his strict adhorence to the prineiple of never actepting more
than o doller a day for his services., 1t appesrs thet the worker has ever
been able to endemr himself to his employer by displaying these quelities,
especially the last mentioned,

In addition to the rerular servicd of'fered by the White Owan and
the Gibson, a fleet of more or less efficient flatbonts and bateats wne
continuously breasting the river's current, beering surprisingly bulky
loads, comsidering their drafte This waterborne freight, however, was
wholly atopped by the cotming of winter, and » for & time after the ice cut
off the river route, the swumps were not frogzen sufficlently to permit of
hauling overlands This condition was nearly alweye remedied efter an inter-
ruption of a couple of weeks, end the flow of goods would then continue by
teems wntil the ground softened again in the epringe

ind efter the needed meterials were lended at Crand Rapids, by whate
over method, they had still to be distriduted through the wildernes to the
varioue cemps at which they were to be useds High=laden sleizhs, when snow
celled for them, heavy wagons at other tines s each drawn by four or six
splendid horses, squeaked or shucked eway in an almost steady stream over the
crocked tote~roads threading the forest. al‘/n addition to the lumber camps,
the new mining towms on the western Mesa!* Range must Ve supplieds Leavy
mining machinery, huge pumpe, thousande of tons of coal for the ateam shovels
end drills, food and scooutrements for thousands of men, all were hauled from

Grand Rapidse
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Roads were built with as little labor and expense as possibles They
were crooked and very rough, straddling stumps, pitted with chuch~holes,
turning and twisting to miss rocks and trees: They crept around all the
steeper hille and thus doubled, in some cases quadrupled, &he distance
to be covereds The road to the mines led east out of Grand Rapids, turne
ing north past the state farm site, Crossing the Prairie river Just be-
low the falls, it followed the top of a natural ridge to Coleraine and
Bovey, the first mining town started,

To render the transportation problem still more diffieuit, there

were many places to be served which were desp in the untouched wilderg-

ness, almost as inaccessible to the teamster as to the steamboats To sure
mount this final obsbtacle and put commerce into eirculation to the smallest
capillaries, the "packer" came into beinge Where horses could net peénetrate,
tough men stepped forward and cerried the freight on their two stout legs.

In the earlier days of Grend Repids a mumber of its eitizens made it
their sole business to pack for hire. Jim Dempsey was emong the better
kmown of these bearers of other men's burdens. e packed for many years
in the region, and no cemp was too remote nor too difficult of access for
him to constitute it a vay-stations le wes an expert packer, strong, active,
possessed of great endurence on the trail, and, perhaps most important of all,
he knew how to make up & pack and how to "wear" its "Knaok" meant as much as
brute strength in his profession,

Strange as it may appear, the best professional packers were not large
men, @8 & rules More often they were under the average in sisze, but they
were tough and agile, end handled themselves with perfect balance, The
standard load was one hundred pounds, though that is by no means the record,

end was adopted as standard by reason of the almost impenetrable and mirey
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tralls which precluded transport in any other manner,

Sometines the loads were much over standerd, It is stated on reliable
authority that a packer once marched out of Grend Raplds with e cockstove on
his backe H. D, Powers, a pionser Grand Rapids hardware-men who should be
able to judge closely, recalls that the stove must lave welghed between three
undred and four hundred poundss The pecker "shouldered” it without help,
a8 he must of necessity be able to do in order to let it down and re=-assume
it et rests, and etrode off with the clumsy weipght in perfect belance. Less
bulky material was essembled carefully to form e proper "pack,” tied up in
canvas end strapped to the shoulders, with another strap, or "tump=line,"
acrose the foreheads

The Chippewa squaws were femous packers, and always willing to engage
in the most gruelling task of transporting goods whenever théir bucks arrenged
to sell their services as beasts of burdens The price was usuelly pitifully
small, and the labor prodiziouss A case of ten-gauge shotgun shells weiphs
epproximately seventy-five pounds, und a hueky squaw would carry two ceses
with 1little apparent effeorts After depesiting her load at the end of a five=
mile portage, she would inmedlately return for another, and centinueé for
several trips with ne other rest than she would got by walking back each tire

empty~handeds

'y

These Chippewa women were not always peageful on the trails While it

would never occur to them to remonstyate whan ordered by their men to under-
take a task thet would appall e coalhoaver, their disposition was not improved
by the tolle They would bicker and quarrel along the way, especially if they
had been given a few drinks, and sometimes they would come to blowss This
often resulted more or less seriously, as every squew carried a long, very
sharp knife when oh the trail, and they knew how to use them in & manner quite

disheartening to an apponent.
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The Indiens were stromg for red liquor; end meny of the women, not un-
like their posteprohibition white sisters, had wholly uncontrollable eppetites
in this regarde On cne ococesion a hunting and camping party at Cutfeot Sioux
had among their supplies two one-gallon jugs of wiilskey, a welcome fact of
which their squaw packers somehow beceme awares One Jug speedily disappeared,
and before the whites noted its absenge-the Indien women, who had taken it

inte the woods and sampled it gemerously, were back after the others S50 de=

termined wore they to finish thqg? spree thus auspleiously begun that they

were literslly tesring the cemp to pieces in search of the fire-water vhen &
white man dragged out the jug and smashed it on a stones Instantly every
squew was on her lnees, mouth pressed to the ground, avidly sucking what
alcoholie moisture could be obtained from the sosked mold.

The packer found ample employment for many years, and was used in trans-
porting goods to many outlying points even af'ter the advent of the railroads
lie vas an lumportant factor in the settlement of the community, and, as is the

case with meny who perform life's more burdenscme tasks, he pave much and re=

ceived little, but he was content,

\




CHAPTER X

John Becklelt mede his first appearance in Orand “apids in 1863,
“hile he had been preceded by Warren Potter, lafayette Lnox, Jo Gould,
and the Vekefield Brothers, Beokfelt cen well be considered & pioneer
morchant of the town, and ho became e vory substartiel snd influential

citizens lie was a long=tine friend of Lafayette Knox, and ceme to the

community originelly at the latter's suguostion)for the purpose of locating

& timber claime After filing on a well=tinbered trect and settling hime
self for the purpose of proving up, he became i1l and unable to care for
himself, narrowly escaping death by freezing before he wms able to get out
of the wildernesss leo smbandoned his interests with little regret and went
to work in the village for My, Enox, who was in partnership with William
end Joe ¥akefield, at the timo,

in 1804 Beckfelt, whose position had been that of elerk, purchased
first Fnox's and later the Wakefieclds' interest in the store, and in 1886
sucoeeded Knox es postmasters Vell established now in a business of his
own, Beckfelt in the seme yvar married a Miss Hortor, who hed ocome to Grand
Rapids that year with her parentss In 1800 he erected s new store building
at the corner now occupled by the Johnson Crocerys Here he mainteined the
postoffice until Hnmox again received the appointment in July of the succeed=
ing year and moved it to his new bullding at the corner of the present First
street and Leland avenues For many years after its establishment in 1874 the
Grend Raplds postoffice was the only one in the whole vast area marked by
Fosston to tho;west. Altkin Vo the south, Tower to the north, ard Cloquet,

COpE s

east, The mnia\to this point once a week by steamboat from Altkin until
1890, when the railroad resched LaPrairie, at which time a daily mail service

was insugurated., It is & surprising commentery on the difficulty experienced

in loceting posple in the big woods that on Januery 7, 1862, & list of fifty-




four unclaimed letters was published in the Grand Rapids Magnets (n that
date there were hut a few hundred people in the whole region served by
this postoffice.

The very esrly eighties brought to Grand Rapids several persons

whose claims to the distinction of being city founders are valide Mrs.
, blp&‘
Latherine Lent ceme while the YyORT e s still young, as did Miss Anna

Estella Hilling, who later became Mrse Michaol Heilpines In 1882 the
population was further augmented by the arrival of D, M, Gumn, James Ross,
John Skelly, Zrnest Fleming and a fow cthers. 1884 brought Archie MNeDougall,
George Galbreath, ¥, J. Luther, and the Horter family, the daughter be-
coming lMres John Deckfelt the following year.

James Noss recalle that his first job in the community wes transe
porting poods with a team of four oxen for the Bagley Lumber interests,
and his trip wes from Grand Rapids to Prairie lake. The woods begen a
short distance back from the little sluster of log buildings and they
looked rather omincus to Ross at nights One early trip stamped itself
indelibly upon his memoryes It wes & winter day and darkness had fallen in
the woods at about four o'clock in the afternoons As he was urging his slow=-
moving beasts through this ploom north of the settlement (a bdit nervously,
he admits) his skin was suddenly tightened by the howl of & great timber
wolf, close 'eside his sleigh,. Irmedlately enother answered frem the other
gide, and before he ocould sdjust himself to his rapidly shrinking hide & hidecus
chorus broke out all around hime Jemes Ross did not know what would happen
within the next few minutes, but he had visions of many possibilities, none
of them encouraginge He crawled hastily out of the sleigh and ‘took up a
position on the pole between the two broadestebacked beasts, where he was

CaAAfltp
compelled t0 perch and llsten to their challenge for several,mildes They




offered no further molestation, but Ross states that he hae ridden
that swaying pole and eringed at their slavering clamour through

many & nightmgre sinces

3 -
e Gotae b # fprilly
In 1887 the first schoolAwa.s opened 1n s one~room log cabin a

dozen rods or more north of the present Pokegama hotel, with Marthe
Meddy as the teachers Five pupils were in attendence during thet winter
of 1887-1888; two little white girls end three Chippewas The pioneer
toacher finighed the torm, but she married Warren Potter, the merchant,
before school opened again the next fall, and the task of instrueting
the young was teken over by her sister, Margaret, later to become Nrs.
De Co Pinnegane -he ruled in a more suitable building, a new one, bee
gun in 1088 end finished in 1889, during occupanys

This was a freme structure, two stories high, and contained four
roomé in anticipation of the natursl inerease in population, but only the
lower floor was used during the first two yearse It stood on the site of
the present Central School, and wae the first building erocted in Itesca
county for school purposess Removed to Cohasset when the Central Sehool
was bullt in 1800, it served the children of that commmity in a similar
capacity for some yeaimss

In these improved surroundings, Mergaret Maddy's enrollment much
resembled thet of her sister in the little log cabin moross tho street,
vwhich had been pressed into service the year befores The Indians and
"breeds" outnumbered the white children more than two to ones In &n inter-
view in January 1941, William Maddy, a brother of the teachers and for a long
tize Street Commissioner of Crend Repids, stated thet Martha enumerated her
student Lody as two white children and three red, when school starteds. This

may have been inoreased by one or two later in the temm, he thinks, and he




is almost certain that Margaret had around & half dogen Chippewss
nd half-breeds the next year, though no more¢ white children were in
attendance.

In the beginning, with the exception of Peter Drumbeater, son of the
chief for whom Drumbesater lsland in lake FPokegame is named, the indian
children had noe word of Englishe  When Miss MHartha would give the command
to rise, all would sit staring straight ahead, immovable as little Buddhas,
until Peter with great self-appreciation would grunt sharply, "Howl Wee=
weepl" Mrs Maddy said that he did not know whether the correct spelling

t

would be as it is here given, or "Wi-wip," but that the Chippewa translation

"

of the injunction undoubtedly was "Stand up, and be quick about itl frompt
reaction showed thats

A sixty-one~yegr-old Chippewa now living in Minneepolis said recently
that the most poignent memory of his youth was that little log schoolroome
Le well remembers jumplng o his feet and squatting down again on those rude
>enches ‘at the terse commend of Pefier Drumbeater. e did not ‘like the school

at all, was net in the least interested in the things he was supposed to be

learning, and had no use for the whole set-ups Just emerging from papoose-

hood (he was seven when he was sent to school) hie interest lay solely in

the things being dome by his elders, in his own bands He wanted to be outs
doors, especially on fine days, following animel tracks in the snow, to see
where they leds Te much preferred hesaring the hunters tell of their ade
ventures, and the fishermen brag about the bipg ones, to listening to

vhite woman's earnest tulk about learning the A, By C's and the art of
writings The slate was all rizght to draw exeiting action piotures on, but
he had po one to write to anyhow, = That was silly, He much rather pull

a cat's tail than spell it, snd anybody ought te know that a good picture




would represent the animal emitiing the yowl betiter than C=A«T woulds To
all the copper=hued pupils, school was close to absolute gero as a pastime,
(ne of the white children who attended the first schosl was Lmma

Clough, who leter mearried James Skelly, and her open letter published in

the Itasca County Independent for December 23, 1982, throws an interesting

slde light on the period in which the Crand Rapids educational system was

inaugurated;

"As some people think they are old settlors and ploneers of Grand
Haplds, 1 teke the opportunity te say that 1 am smong the earliests

w1, a8 aigirl of ten, came from Altkin o Grand Rapids on a tote
Toem on New Year's day in 1884, to live with my sister, Mrs. James E.
Sherrye Travel was not as it is todey; railways and conerete highways
were out of the question in Grand Repidss The travel in summer was by
steamboat and by stage in winter.

"The steambeat trip in the f£all was rather exciting and sometimes
nerve=rackings OUne would never lnow whon the frail boat, "The Rittle
Fawn," would be dashed against & rock or the churn=wheel (sternswheel?)
would be zo loaded with ice that navigation would be almost impossible.
This boat was piloted Ly Ceptain Sutton and John Whipples The trip from
Grend Rapids to £itkin took about cre day and a night.

"The mail and all communication was carried on by the stage coachs,
The headquarters for the coach was in the old John Beckfelt store. This
building was very crudely mede of logs and 1% was situated about where the
new addition of the paper mill stands,

"The place which is of much interest to me was the hotel that was
owned and operated by my brother-inelaw and sister, Mr. and Mrss James 3,
vherrys This building wes purchased from Lewo veavey and was also made of
logss  Its name was "The Pioneer Hotel,”

"Theré were many thrills conneocted with this rustic old building.
Indiens were plentiful by night and by day and meny times wo were compelled
te feed twenty=five or thirty at one times

"One night a large party of them ceme dovn frem “Prum Beater" with
rany wild intentions,  Evidently they got some whiskey and were celebrating
in Indian style with whoops and yells, About two hours after thelr arrival
they rushed into the dining room and demanded semething to eat, and to koep
peace we fed them all we had coocked.

“One quiet afternoon while my sister and a meid and myself were all
alone at the hotel an erraged Indien rushed in upon uss I can hardly
remembery what kind of a weapon he had but as 1 can remember it was a re=~
volvers He chased us from the dining room inte the parloy and from there
We ran down to Beckfelt's store where the men were after the mail, It
might have been very tragic if we hadn't had safety so olose at hand,

"Schooling was out of the questions I lived there two years before
there was any schools It was necessary te have six or eight childrenm to
have & school, and with the help of George Galbreath we menaged to pet to-
gether enough children to have & schools. The children consisted of twe
white children, Eva Gardner (s niece of Mrs. John Beckfelt) myself and




the rest were breed Indiens. The first tesmcher was Mras, Mertha Potter
nes Mgrihe Maddy. The next tencher was Mrs. B. O. Finnegan, who resides
at present in Grand Rapids,

"The school house Wes one room mede of logse It stood almost where
the Itesea dry goods store is now, . 1t wes ‘far from having the modern
accessories of our modern one room school houses, Ve used homemade seats
end desks,

"Grand Rapide was sparsely populeted, The ‘south side consisted
of Nrss Kate Lent, ¥r, and lrs. Hike ('Tocles The north side was composed
of Mry and Nrs, MeDermitt, Mre. end Mrs. John Beckfelt, ¥r, and Mrs. “otter,
¥re and Mrs., Jemes L, Sherry, Mr. and lrs,. Al Beson, lr. and Yrs. Chris
Surne, Mr. and lre, Bob HoCabe, Miss Josephine Dorsey, who is now Yrs,
vergh of Grand Rapids, and Emms Cloughe.

"The great longed for railroad came to the little town in about
1690+ It was the Duluth & Winnipeg Railrosds. Grend Hepids was at the
end of the line for a few yearss Ihe depot was situated about where the
Stendard 011 tanks are nows The underbrush was so thick one couldn't
sée the depot until you were almost to it,

"I'w a8 married to James Skelly in 189¢ in Grend Repidss From there
Vie moved to Aitkin where we lived for seventeen years and from thére we
moved to a back woods farm ten niles west of Cohasset in 1011 and where
we bhave lived ever since.

"I wish all my old friends = very merry Christmas and a prosperous
New Year,

Yours gincerely,

Ers. loma Skelly,"

The year 1889 was altogether rather an eventful year for the little
village squatting among the pines at the foot of Thundering Rapids, Three
steamboats were operating with more or less regularity during the sumer

months, meking eommunication with Aitkin relatively easys These were the

Ancy Gibson, largest of the fleet, the George Houghton, and the Fawn, One
 —— et et

source mentions another sternwheeler, the Criole, as baving made at least
R
one trip in this year, but this beat does not appear o have been in regsular
service, and probebly did not have much to do with the development of the
towns
in 1889 the Duluth & Winnipeg railroad reached laPrairie, then ealled
Healsville, and Grand “apids at last lay only a couple of miles from steel,

LaPrairie was n very ambitious village at that period in its civie life,




and much given to platting, as 1s often the case with optimistic hamlets.
Also, it seems to have enjoyed a distinetlon usually reserved for men, or
ol least for unimate creatures=--a nickneme. A prospective passenger in

L

the Imluth & Winnipeg depot in Duluth expresced his desire to Journey to
lePrairie, and on receiving his tiaket put it in his pocket and went out-
side to look around and wait for his traine While standing on the platform

he absently tock out the pasteboard snd glanced at it. ie looked again,

and hurried baock into the depots

"Say," he hailed the agent exoitedly, "I want to go to lePreirie and
this here ticket says 'Saginawl! I don't went to go thered”

"That's all right," the ticket seller replieds "That'll tale you to
LaPrairies"

"How come " the traveller wanted to know,

“dw, them guys up there are orazyl Ve ain't going to print a new bateh
o'tickets every time they change thelr minds about what they want %o neme
U:air i—':..‘"nn‘"

Untll the ourrent supply of pasteboards Lecame exhausted, any one
wishing to ride from Duluth to lePraifie did so on a tieket to “aginaw,
end when he arrived at the little commnity of a couple of hundred souls
he needed sn information buresu to tell him what toun he wag ine  Covering
the point at the junsture of the Misslssippi end lePrairie rivers, the
follewing plate have been filed:

Oetobar 21, 1889, Uriginel plat of Akeloy.

Hovember 26, 1889, First Addition to Lkoley,

January 4, 1800, Original plat of lePrairiey This plat absarbed the

original plat of 4Akeley, but not the First Addition
'bD -“‘kelcyn

Hay 25, 1892, Houghton's Addition to lePrairie.

Oetober 26, 1892, Plat of Bast LaPrairios This wns on the east bank

of the laPrairie river,

Noy 26, 1893, Buell's Addition to lLaPrairie.
Date not asoertained, loleod's Acre Lots Addition te lePrairie,




It will be noted than neither the neme"Nealsville" nor "Saginaw"
fppears on any plat; yet at the very first the place wes called "Neal's

Land ing"

b Do .
and  later f(fsfelsville?’y by every one having ccoasion to refer to

ity a&ﬁw founders evidently hed givem the railroad company "Saginaw"
as thelir choice, changing their minds later; and after the tickets had been
printeds  All the names still survive in the records, dut at the location so
nunerously favered of yore nothing remeins to indicate that a town once stood
there and olamoured vecifercusly of its rights to be made Itasca's ocapitals

Grand Hepids held its first Pourth of July celebration in 1890, and
emong the most emthusiastie participants were the Chippewa, Squaws attended
in great numbers and remained late, meny of ‘them with profit, and all the
indians appeared to be favorgbly inpressed with the white man's method of
making whoopees lLiquor, noise and exeitement were right in theiy line, 1If
any of them even suspected the actusl signifioance of the ocecomsion, the fact
never osme oute

Fenagement of the Potter & Company interests, which hed been successive~
1y in the hands of Jo Gould, Lafayette Epox, Patriock Casey and Charles Birch,
wis in 1889 assumed by Nr, George F. Meyerss The conoern now hed s store builde
ing 28 x 40 feet, with en addition of the same size; a warehouse and a baymn
on the river bank, each 32 x 76 feetj end a two=gtory hotel 24 x 32 feet,
Thelr business had become voluminous and the firm was well kmown throughout
ell northern Minnesots,

The same year marked the arrival of Goorge Arscoti, destined to be=
coms praminently ldentified with the eivie progress of the commumity, as
respected citizﬂn,_prcsident of the council), and later as mayor of the villapes
For years lre Arscott cooked for hundreds of hungry, hardsworking lumberjacks,

and 1t is seid of him that if ever there was anything he guarded more geslously




then the welfare of his town it was the stomach of & workingeman, lie must
have been guarding his own all’ these yoars, also, as 1941 finds him in
robust health and looking much younger than his blogrephy would chronicles
“e was & man grown in 1690, cooking for Serney Fimmegan, at the dam,

Charles H, Marr and William L. Maddy came to Orand Rapids in 1889,
and thé:ée two old residents were still good citizens of the town in 1941,
Mre L, J, Daker, also still in vigorous health but residing in Deer River,
came at about the same time, end his alert mind has been & rich mine for
the investigator inte eerly events of the districts,

My Jde Baker was born in Ureenville, Permsylvenie, on October i1,
1863« In his early twenties he camé to Duluth, by bomts His interest in
Duluth and northern Minnesota had bLeen arcused by reports of iron ore dis-
coveries. After two or three years spont clerking in a clothing store in
Duluth, he went to 3t Paul, but, preferring Duluth, returned there after
Just a short times

p throush northern

1

fiis next occupation was an exploring and eruising tri
Minnesota, covering the Canadian boundary lakes, Rainy River, and part of
Little Tork rivers Thie expedition was out about seven weeks, and when he
returned to Duluth he egein found hirself a Jobs " He learmed that the Wells,
vtone Company had an opening for & man in one of their outlying branches and
applied for the positions This firm hesitated about sending Mr. Beker out

Yo their backwoods store becsuse he appeared too welledressed. ' They felt

certain that he would not be satiélied in the wilderness, and would not
»

“sticks" Two other mppointees had come racing back as soon ss they could
arrange for transportation out of the brush, but Mr. Baker told them he
hought that was just what he would like, and promised not to desert the

station.
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The position they cffered him was at the end of a rallroad line that
had been built out from Duluth to the site of some lopgging operations on
the upper Nississippi rivers The place had boen called ﬂ;;;;ville, but
had lately had its name changed to LaPrairies It was situated on a point
of land where the I'rairie river ampgiec inte the Misslissippl, and was the
terminnl point of the railroads

As he recalls the background, Wells, Stone & Cémpany, end J., P, Sims,
had oome from Saginaw, Michizen; at'which place they had oconducted a general
stores Le remembers that they told him that their only delivery wagon was
& wheelbarrows In settlement of some store bills end some other deals they
hed sequired title to somo tinber eclaims Wirtwmwe located in northern
Minnesotay on the upper Misslssippl, For the purpose of realizing on these
claims, by getiing out the timber, they established themselves in Duluth and
built this railrosd, terminating et la Prairie, where they also opened a
storge.

lire Baker arrived at thelr laPrairie branch in the early months of
1889, assumed the management, and ran it for s little over eight years, until
it was closed permanentlys lie was furnished with a saddle horse as well as
a team and buckboard, that he might vieit the warious logging camps, the
settlament of Grand Raplds, snd other points in eommeetion with the business.

At the time of his coming to laPreirie, Itasoa ocounty, comprising the
present Itasca and Koochiching counties, had slready been designated as a

ael
ernmental agency was made up @

A A L
oA ard of county commissioners, who held

separate county, but was gova?ed :Z? offices in Adtkine The local gove
(8
£

meetings in laPrairie or Grand Rapids, as convenience dictateds There was no
definitely designated meoting place, no court house, or other county builde

inge
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Cne of the largest holders of real estate in laPrairie was Courtney
Buells The town was booming, and Buell was holding his land prices highe
The big logper of the section was J, P,/ Simss Qther operators were doing
business in a few camps, but Mr, Daker said that at least three-~fourths of
the lumberjacks in this region were working for J. P, Simss

This big operator desired to purchase a block of land on which to store
timber, lay tracks, end load logs in LePrairie, but felt that Euell, who
ovmed e only available site; was trying to held him ups 'Being a determined
man and not easily teo be cheated, Sims simply arranged to have & bridge built
over the lePrairie river and the railroad extended to Grand Rapidss Then he
soquired suitable sites in that tiny town and established his yards tlere,
beyond the avarice of lir, Buells When the loocation of the county seat came
up for determination, Uims, of course, favored Orend Repids, with Buell equally
strong for the village wherein his interests lays OSims without difficulty
voted all his lumberjacks for the town of his choice, and wone Mrs Baker said
that, though assisted greatly by the activities of some reel hugtlers in Grand
Replds, the Buell=Sims controversy was without any question tha determining
factor in the county seat rivalry between the two ambitious settlementss

Mre Deker's oye~witness recollections of laePrairie include murders, riots,
political conventions, bar=room and street fights, lumberjack dances, and many
events of leoss exeiting natures

He recalled that at one time a "hotel" in JaPrairie aroused the ine
dignation of a group of citizens and he heard some of them plamming to go
down and "elean it oute" While having no desire to be partioipants in the
"fun,” he and enother young man deolded that it might be an interesting affair
to watch, and, slipping eround the back way, they managed to sneak into the

kitchen of the hotels: From this point of vantage they were able to look out

through the bar and inte the "parloer,” a grand-stand seat for everything that
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was pgoing one They put out the 1light in their retreat and waited for the
curtalin to o up.

In & short time the indignetion commities arrived, and the fight
started at onces The bettle provided capital entertainment for a few
minutes, but suddenly, he sald, they lost interest in it completely when
they‘heard the g=gzsg~t~t=t, zez-g-t-t-tl of & couple of rendom bullets
whiszing past thelir earss Thoy pot out of there with cormendable dise
patch, ¥r, Baker added, and did not see the end of the fighte The resort
was merely closed for e short time, opening later under different DaNA o=
monts This sounds arrestingly like the modern city method of abating a
nuisances There appears to be mich more in a neme than vhakespeare ever
dreemed, when & liquor or a rooming~house licemse is under considerations

Mry Daker heard the shot, and witnessed the arrest, at the time that
Lewis, as he was known in LaPrairie, Dalton in seversl localities, shot
NMoCaffertys The newspaper accounts of the time state that the village
marshel who arrested the pumman merched him down to the Jail where the
latber turmed his weapon on the officer himselfy end said that he did not
860 any sense in more people being killed, lie intimated that he lad the
drop on the marshal, sand thet he would appreclate his liberty above slmost
anything thet came to mind at the momente le was permitted to departs

No explenation is given as to why the thug had not been disarmed by
the marshall while still in the midst of & corowd. The papers stated that
possess were immediately organized and an intensive hunt made for the
men who so effectively championed liberty, but he got aweys Mre Baker disagrees
strongly with the published acccunt, He states that the inside atory, and the
ondy one acospted by locel contemporaries, was to the effect that the marshal

was as big a thief as was lewises That he was krown to be robbing every lumbere

jack he arrested, and would emter avidly into sny scheme to obtain money,




It wes declared that he never went to the Jall with his prisoner at all,
but turned him locse for & considerations It was known that Lewis re=
turned to his own place, collected his funds, secured the servieces of a
gulde and started ocuts Io went north, supposedly heading for International
Falls, and was never heard of uggn.

Mire Lakor.rocalled that emong the femilies resident in laPrairie during
his stey there was one by the name of leahys lLie said that they lived in
LePreiris two pr three years, and that during that time they had a son in
the Naval Academy at Annmpolis who oeme home on his leavés of ebascnoce,

Vire Baker stated thet as near as he can determine this boy is the recently
retired Admiral Leahy, U, 8, N+, who was sent in 1941 by President Hoosevelt
as /mbassador to the Vichy govermment, France, Jr, Beker himgelf had a son
in the airplane procurement department of the Havy at the time he wag ine
terviewed for this work,

48 a sidelight on political strenucusness evoked by the rivalry bee
tween Grand Repids and lePrairie as the time approached for choosing e
location for the ocapital of the new county of Itascay Mre Baker desoribed
e convention he attended during thg; periode A Mre Munson, prominent La

frairie citizen, had bveen properly desipgnated as chairmen, but when the cone

vention met, A. G, Bermard, editor of the Grand Rapids Lagget, attempted

to teke charges Munson wes an enormous , powerful man, snd when Bernard
attempted to call the convention to ‘order Munson rose to his full height
and strode front and center. Bernerd and his group vegan to close inte a
ring about the giant, the better to argue the matter, and this appeared
exactly to sult Munson's purpose,

L Y

"Gentlemenl” he bellowed, turning to all sides politely, "I'm chaire
man of this conventionl" and with the simple statement he suddently stretched

out his long arms and swvung in a swift cirele sweeping every men off the




platforms DErushing his hands together as an act of finality, he proceeded
calmly to cpen the conventions.  And his status as chalrmén was not again
disputeds

In 1860 Grand Rapids wished to celebrate the Fourth of July and; %o
avold competition in a commmity so sparsely settled, laPrairie was asked
to forego wny patriotic festivities on that day. It was agreed that the
fommer town would reciprocate by refraining from offering any counter
attraction when LaPrairie should celebrate the national holidey in 1891,
Orend Rapids had her big day, and laPrairie, true to her promise, came
over en masse, leaving that community nearly as deserted as it is in 19¢1.
Lumberjacks and Indlans sifted through the trall veined forest to the heart
of festive activity until the wild creatures must have marvelled at the
unwonted silence in the deep woodss July 4, 1890 was a gala day long te be
remembered in Grand Rapids,

But before that date recurred in 1891, Grend Rapids had been dee
signated as temporary ecounty seat, and in the minds of nany of her eitigens
that proud distinetion carried with it vertain prerogatives, Aware that the
town hed inoreassed greatly in importance overnight, and excitingly hopeful
now of establishing permanent prestige, Crand fapids was loath to stand by
and permit lLaPrairie to show off before the county's electorate while the
foremost borough of the district deged unnoticed in the sun & milé and a

half aways Something must be done about its

¢« Ue Dernard, the q‘iquitaus editor of the_ Magnet, groping ane

achronistically along Hitler's line of logle, decided that promises while
they are sturdy wings on which embition may soar and olrele to great heights,
do not fold up and fail when broken, like o pinions Their solemnity was

incempatible with exalted position, and not to be regardeds lie set about

promoting a rivael celebration, to the great and voeciferous indignetion of




the ilaPrairie citizenry.
However, the l@tter village went ahead doggedly with its prep-

»

arations for a big time on the Fourth, end the salutation throughout
the rural county, instead of "Now's the roads down your wayt" or "Hot,
ain't $t?" became "Where you zoin' for the Pourth?” And argument and
pursussion were brought to bear in the interest of one town of the other
until many hot words were spoken, end often, in the saloons, bLlocdy
noses twitched defiamtly over trembling whiskey glasses,

dince LaPrsirie was the termimus of the rellroad, and same of the
invited guests and other celebrants bound for Grand Rapids were coming
by trein, the civic comittee appointed by Lhat villege sent busses and
demoorat wagons over to laPrairie to haul these visitore to the scene of

their own festivitiess On their arrivel at the depot, these conveyancoes

were greoted by an unprecedented demonstration of patriotic fervor, unaccounte

ably localized at this point, and straightwey unpatriotic tesms begen to

run aveys Angry men booed and howled, firecrackers, large and emall, popped
underneath the animals' quaking bellies, small arms oracked behind them
and flags were flaunted in thelr astonished faocess Crashing through
this bedlem of entheimsm, ceme the explosions of loaded anvils, end this,
te the equine mind, was just too muchs Chne determined team decided to
leave the soene at onece, and would not be deterred. is they disappeared
in the direotien of Duluth with » fow freguents of the rig sailing behind
like the stablizer of a very bobetailed kite, the dfivers of the other
teams appeared to he suceeoding in bringing thelr animals wnder control.
AT ey
This did not sult the purpose of the thoreughgoing Lafrniryq, and they
proceeded to rolease the horses end turn the vehicles bottomeup in the

roades The driver of the bus at the tail of the line, the caboose of the

welooming train, as it were, gmzed upon these extraordinary proceedings
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and foreboding for a fleeting moment, then, @5 4if he had

come to a firm and unilterable decision, he executed & nest U turn and
v : 4
headed back for Grand faplds, without passengers. m,
After the Fourth, the lefrairie News and the Grend Mammet "foupht
L &
it out” with the bitterest ink in the barrel. During thelr caustic passages,
the editor of the News, W, A. Thomas, made sume exceedingly perscnal and

uncompl imentary remarks con¢érning the previous life and sonduct of the

editor of the Magnet, Bernards This brought on a' suit for slander, but

)

the only result was & mild retraction published the News a few months
lateres Editors in those days snd surroundings hed learned to use a pen
in much the seme manner as their subsecribers o8 2n GROe

Grand Reapids realized her dream of becoming the permanent county seat,
end further, after logging ended on the Prairie river and its tributaries,
Crand Bapids saw its erstwhile rival move to the foot of the rapids almost
in & ‘body, citizens and buildings.

The Wells,; Stone Compeny closed its store in lLePrairie with the de~

cline of the village, and . J. Baker, in 1899, entered the employ of John

beckfelt in Grand Repids, where he remained until some time in 1903: In

that year he went to Deer River and opened a store on his own account, There
he has been in business vontinuously until the present date. He is now (1941)
seventy=-soven years of age, and still takes an active part in the managoment

of his affairs.




CHAPTER X

In 1890 Grand Rapids heard the soreech of an incoming Duluth &

Winnipeg train for the f{irst time, and great wai the rejoicing thereat.
No longer could la Prairie refer to the place as "the huddle of wigwams
down the trail" or "the little settlement in the stiocks." It had risen
to the proud stetus of & railroad terminal, and its citizens were filled
with enthusiasm for its futures 4And their optimism was not without

foundations

The first church was begun this year, by the Presbyteriasn congre-
gation orgenigzed by Thomas Finlay, It was a frame bulilding at the corner
south of the Central &chool on the opposite side of the street, snd was
completed in 1681. In this edifice an organized choir was first heard
within the precincts of Grand Rapidss It wee composed of Nell Burns, who
later married George lydick of Cass lake, lirs. Bertha Stuckslager, of
Grand Repids, Sidney keDonald, Fred lason; eand Amnna McDonald, who played
the organ.

Jolm Py Phillips, who arrived in Crand Rapids on September 17, 1890,
states that, though then a reilrosd town, the village still presented a very
primitive appearances There were only three homes north of the railroad tracks,
and just one businees places This was the log trading post operated by Frank
Vance, and it was located where the Frederic Mills lumber yards are today.

& few stores stood between the reilroad and the river. W. J. and H. D.
Powers had a hardware store which supplied the loggers with a great deal

of materiales lafayette EKnox end John Beckfelt ran grocery and drygoods stores,

and there were several hotels, lodging houses and saloons. Knox was running

a emall sawmill near the present site of the paper mill,

H, Dy FPowers had brought his stock of hardware up river from Brainerd




in July, and established hinsell in & business which prospered for many years.
Associated with him a%t the beginning were a brother, W. J. Powers, and D. 8,
Powers, their father. W. J. left the firm in 1912, but H. D. earried on,
supplying the ever-growing demand of the loggers for heavy hardware, earnestly
advocating game and fish conservation and urging good sportsmanship upon his

contemporaries (long before a game shortage was dreamed of), serving his

fellow citizens in nearly every official capacity they had to offer, and i=-

dentifying hiwself actively with all public movements in the communitys.

The ploneer herdware merchant's commercial progress was as bumpy and
uneven as thet of anmy business in the north woodss The big business; and
the one upon which all traders depended, was the cutting of the pines Th
hardware dealer prospered and suffered with the varying fortunes of the loggers.
1f they lost money, 8o alsc did he. E., I, Powers built up his trade by hard
work, business acumen and # policy of strictest homestys. He "came up the hard
vay;" even as his first stock of hardware camé up the hard way, in that first
summer of 1890, Pﬁr that, he chartered a smanll steamer, the Lottie lee, in

but after many difficulties, inecluding a near collision with the

vessel was stopped at Oxbew Rapids by shallow water. Here it was
found neceassary to unloefl half the heavy cargo snd meke a return trip for it
later.

An’ interesting bobby of Mr, FPowers' was his faithful recording of the
temperaturaes at Graxd Raplds year after years He kept this personal weather
record without missing a ‘day from 1900 until the middle of Ootober, 1940. His
health failing him in the esrly winter, he spent some time in the local hospital,
after vwhich he entered a clinic in Duluth, where, in February, 1941, he died,

A real old-time business man of Grand Repids was Clark Smith, who cam




here in 1800 and opened & saloon and tobacco storés Logeing wes at its genith
in the vicinity at the tiwe and Jlire Smith continued at his loecation, ebout
where the W, 0. Gates plumbing concern now stands, until 1895, when he sold

out and went to Minneapolis. IHig successor was Thomas Eelly, though few

contemporaries over heard him called Thomass "Pig=Eye Kelly" had been
il

substituted for his real name almost at the boginning of his Grand Repids

carcer, and "Pig-Uye" he remeined to' the day of his death, by his own hand,
vie e bottle of laudernums Te it was who had shot Sam Christie neatly through
the lung with a rifle:
Grand Repids was incorporated as & wvillage in June, 1891, and at the
eloction, held on the 23rd of thet month, one hundred and seventesn

were casts The first officers chosen by the elated citizenry were:

President of the Village Council, Michael MeAlpine.
¥illage Trustees, James Sherry, A, T, Nason, R. J. Breckenridge.

0

Temporary Recorded, T. R. Pravitz.

Treasurer, V. J. Powers,

Justices of the Peace, George leyers, Charles Kearney.

Constables, William Smith, John MeDonald,

Marshel, C. D, Lyons

Village Attorney, C., L. Pratt.

Street Commissioner, W. V, Fuller.

The treasurer was to reseive two percent on receipte as payment for his
services, eand the marshal's salary was fixed at fifty dollars peér month.

At the first meeting of this newly elected village council, D, W, Toran
applied for a license to sell liquor et the Gladstone hotels It was granted,
but, as an earnest that the offiocers in whom the ecitizenry had placed their
trust intended cerefully end faithfully to guard the morals of the commmity,
they opened that session with a plain notice to all and sundry that
best behave themselves. This warning was incorporated in Ordinance No. 1,

and provided that "any one sppearing in the dress of the opposite sex will

be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars.” One wonders if




admonition wes di d ot lumberjacks coming in of & Saturday night

©

e

to earouse all over & in pinafores, or if certdln members of fomin}y

society hed acquired the deplorable habit of cavorting sround in hobenailed

»

pantss Whichever form the evil had teken, it evidently wes
stopped cold in- its trecks, no record -appears of '‘an arrést having been
made under that clauso of the ordinance,
Througheut 1892 the march of elvié progress faltered not, nor staggered
;

out of steps AL the first repular e¢lectior tas: sounty Grend Rapids
was chosen county seat by the soverign eleotorate

wordy controversy which had echoed i

pine squirrels must have been weary of the chatter.

Hany tales grew out of ‘the sasy grace with whieh e tiona were con=
ducted in these early deys. Some of them were exagrérated, without question,
but it is a fact that several of the outlaying preginets usually sent in votes
in ‘excass of the number of volers living there, end it is generally accepted
that the ltascs oxen had a welrd custom of casting & ballot nmow and then,

when the result was expecsted to be closés A elerk of one of these remote
preciriets brough & heavy vote at this st county ‘elect Seomebody
esked him whe they woted up
"Bverything with
no other rejoinder than
the privilege of suffrage gave rise te a certein amount of sbuse
derness deys, was due-in‘great measurs to the faect thet there was
no supervision of the vobings The distsnees between polling places
tgo. greaty - Lverything pertaining to ethles wes loose and essy, eanyway,

end & few votes more or less made little difference. Some fully authenticated

cases were known in which oxen were entered on the polling list by giving




them their reel stableename (Jerry, or Jim, or Bill, as the case may be)

with their owner's surneme sdded. Tlis looked genuine, and facilitated the
work of the election officials. Dead Indians have been voted in Itaseca,

four hundred of them electing a congressmen on one occasion, without once
turning over in the graves where they had lein for & hundred years, at

Cass lake. Some Grand Rapids residents declare that this report is exaggerated,
but others, who were there and whose veracity has never been questicned, say
that if se, it is by not more then a couple of bueks,

Esteblishing railroad communication with Duluth had given en impetus.
to all civiec activity. In 1892 a hospital building was started, the CGlad=
stone hotel flung open its doors, & public library came into being in a
vagcant room et thé school house, the county fair was instituted, and Grand
Rapids hustled and expanded in the sunshine of prosperity. A glance at the
advertising columns of the Yagnet for July 7 in that year gives a picture
of healthy growthe

Amongthe oitizens calling attention to their business were Tuller
Brothers, groeeries and general merchendise; C. H. Marr, clothing and drye=
goods; The Lumberman's Bank, with C. W, Hastings, president, P, J. Sheldon,
viee president, end F, P, Shelden, cashierj Kremer & King, ltasca Abstract

and Real Estate Office; The Grand Repids Hotel, James Sherry, proprietors;

lafuye§$e Enox, lumber supplies and merchandise; C., L. Pratt, attorney;

Us Kearney, Justice of the Pence; Frank &. Mercer, building contractor;

K. B. Thayer, land attorney; C. i, Terry, painter; W. C, Lyndall, whole=
sale end retail agent for Milwaukee beer; H. R. King, lumber and land;

He Ws Canfield, attorney; J. W, Kurtzman, shoemaker and harnessmaker; Hotel
Fokegama, Deniel W, Doran, proprietor and Patrick Ho MeCarry, manager; The

bedega, J. MoDonald, proprietor, liquor and cigars; Will Nesbitt, jeweler;




Beckfelt & NMather, general merchandise; Frank Poepke, tailor; W. J. and
He D, Powers, hardware; the Stevens Hotel and Restaurant,

In Tuller Brothers' advertisement, the best flour was offored at
$1+50 per fifty-pound sacks Lvaporated apples sold at ten cents the
pound, peaches and mpricots at eight pounds for $1.00, pork, eight cents,
hem end bacon, twelve and oné=half, and salt commended $1,50 the barréld.
A long liest of tobaceo was advertised, featuring Climax chewing at forty~
five cents the pounds

A. G, Bernard, who had come to northern Mimmesota for the purpose
of founding a newspaper at la Prairie, had been smart, whatever his much
bruited shortcomingss When approached by certein Grand Rapids interests
during the county capital agitation, he hed read the signs eright end had

trev=forred his allegiance and his printing outfit to the latter village

overnighte The la Prairie Magnet had been changed to thé Crand Rapids

“agnet at one bold stroke, and became the first newspaper to be printed
in the new governmental seats There appears to have been a little matter
of a few hundred dellars that required explanation back in la Prairie, but
Bernard was & good explainer, and, anyhow, newspaper men cen always get help
over the rough spote during a political cempaigne

Bernard was astute, il not hendsome, lie rejoiced in the nickname
"the Moose" wherever he was known,on account of his enormous nose. Viewed
head=on, he is said to have borne a marked resemblance to one of those
forest monarchs just emerging from the brush. It is stated that this i«
dentifying feature was so long, bulbous and hesvy that when he turned his
head quickly he was obliged te grab onto something to prevent its swing from

spinning him clear around. This, however, may be an exaggeration, end is




branded as vicious ecalumny even by his most fervent ememy, who avers that
Bernard obviated this danger by long and patient practice, moving his head
slowly in negation when talking te importunate creditors. It is a distaste=
ful duty to report thet all signs indieate that Orand Repids did not think
much of him.

The hdghlight of 1893 was the fire which in March completely des~
troyed the original Pokegams hotels, The village had no municipal water
system as yet, and all efforts to save anything of the tinder-dry frame
structure were vaine An agitation for villapgé waterworks had been brewing
since spring, but not until December 26, 1894, was the plant in operations

lirss John Frager, whose husbend was proprietor of the Frager House
in la Prairie at the time, stated that the Pokegama fire started in the
cupoia which constituted the fourth floor of the buildings The la Prairie
Hook &nd ledder Company went over to the sister village to ‘help, but had
much difficulty in getting the outfit, which was on wheels, through the
snows lhey did, however, arrive in time to save the Wade Blaker livery
stable.

Zhe Grand Rapids fire engine was frogen up solid, and useless, and
the orowd of exclted men upon whom the task of conquering the conflagration
consequently devolved appeared fearful that a like disablement would happen
to thems TIo forestall this a barrel of whiskey was rolled to the middle of

the street and the head knocked in. Tin cups were fortheoming, and thanks

to diligent application to the preventative thus ganerq?sly provided, no=

body frozes Most of the volunteer firemen sorambled hastily back and forth
with a cup in one hend and & bucket in the other, but along toward the last,
when it appeared that the hotel was doomed in any event, many of them were

seen with a cup in each hande The hotel was reduced to ashes, but the

citizens were aroused to a realizetion of the need of better fire-{ighting




equipment than a barrel of bourbon, at any rate.

In 1894 the settlers in the country around about Grand Reapids are
said to have had no money whatevers The panie of '93 laid on them its
sharpest knout when it deprived them of this convenient medium of exchanges.

[
They could hire no help, end "changing work" became the common practige.

Neighbors in the ecountry shared thelr meager possessions with each other,

ut when something wes required at the stores in town, its equivalent in pro=
& s P

-2
duce must be brought ine One man carried a two-bushellfff;urnips s8ix miles

on his shoulder as the subscription priece of a weekly newspaper. This was

all right as far es the editor was ¢oncerneds ‘le was overjoyed to get the
subscription paid up, and he was used t9 turnipss What the settlers did

when they wanted to ride on the train is as much e mystery as what the churches
used for & contribution plate. e

As to liquor; the saloons Somehof remained in business and seemed to
prospers Perhaps the villagers stepped up their conviviality, out of civie
pride; and their efforts, no doubt, were supported by the federal Indian
payments and the away-from~home freedom of the transiemts. Probably no
great number of farmers contracted the hablit of packing rutabagas into town
on their backs and shoveling ithem over the bar for drinks, but they still
imbibede It 1s not recorded that any rgrul moonghiner devised a means of
making whiskey out of turnips, but amegzing genius is sometimes developed
by emergencys  And they had other crops, snyway.

Itasca's first court house, located on the block occupied by the
present structure, was s ver unpretentious building. Lewis J. Jensen of
Grand Rapids construeted the "room and veult" for the contraoctual price

a

of %170« This little frame cubicle stood scmewhat nearer the creek thﬁn

the official county headquarters of today, and served Itasce for some little
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times The first Grand Repids villege hall wes erected in 1894; s new St,
Joseph's Catholiec cliurch took the place of the edifiece which had been des=
troyed by firej the municipel water ‘system was installed; the telephone system
was bepun; the new Pokegama hotel was openedj electric lights were turned

on for the first time; Drse Thomas Russel and E. J. Bhle took over the
Northwestern National Hospital; and there were two hundred and eight pupils
enrolled in the willage schools. £E. C., Eiley purchased the Grand Rapids

Iron end Lumberman's Review in 1864, end later in the same year merged

that weekly with the Lerald, bringing out the first issue of the Grend

Rapids lerald-Reviews Despite the panic, affairs in Grend Rapids were

moving steadily shead.

The Torthwestern Iospital had had a rather hectic career up to the
time of its passing to Drss Rustell afnd Ehles The institution hed beei started
by the Northwestern Deneflit Assoeiation and placed under the management of &
Dre Mensons This association operated on the plam of selling hospital tickets
to the lumberjackss The tickets purported to secure hospital care end medical
atlention to the holder, and Drses Russell and Shle did all the surpgical and
medical work for the hospitel on e stipulated scale of feess

This mssociation, it appears, pesitively #bhorred paying bills, but
geince it was collecting all the cash being paid out in the woods for corrects
ing mishaps and maladies,the two local practicners did not feel that their's

should be entirely a labor of loves Their direct professional contaect with

the patient was out by the hospital ticket, end they found themselves unable

to collect from the middlemen, This was discourghing.

At length the two doctors get tough and notified the association that
their money must be ready for them in thirty days, or elses This brought
negotiable results, but within the year other creditors began to show dise

pleasure at the ocompany methods.  These multiplied and became more obstreperous
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until finally their insistence resulted in the removel of the original
operators from the scene, Their ticket sales had fallen off dismally
in the meantime because, when & weodsman beceme sick, or was injured in

the forest, their representative always found him too 111 to be moved,

His ticket called only for "hospitalisation,” and, of course, if he could

not be moved he must recover in camp as best he could, and under the care
of whatever docﬁpr he preferred, to call at his owm expense.

Drs Russell and his sssociate ran the place on their own mecount
until 1897, November or Degcember,but Dr, Russell states that it did not
pays On.oclosing the hospital, Dr. Ehle left for the west coast, and
Dr. Russell went to Chicago on a vacation,

It was at this time thet the Benedictine Sisters purchased the
property and re-opened it as St Benedict'$ Hospital. Russell had gone
away with the intentiom of finding & new location in which to establish
& practice, but the Sisters wrote and urged him te return, assuring him of
thelr full support and essistence, ls same back, end for several years did
most of their surgical and medical work. By 1912 the logging was almost
at en end and the big cemps which had furnished most of the patients were
closeds The hospital was discontinued at that time, but a few futile attempts
were made to operate it as a nursing home thereafter, In 1917 it was closed
finally, and the building cut up and remodelled inte residences.

Probably the most momentous social event of 1894 was the grand open=
ing of the new Pokegama hoteél, The press recorded that thet Thanksgiving
dey was one of rejoicing "in the comforts and the metropolitan appearance
of Grand Rapids, end on the completion of the large, hendsome and welle
appointed addition to the commodious hoste#ries of our progressive town,"

The Herald-Review stated that "the handsome costumes of the ladies and the

tasteful attire of the gentlemen gave a very pleasing appesrance to the
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assemblage on the eve of the opening banquet and ball.”

A bountiful Thanksgiving dinner was spread, and at ten o'clock the
firel electric light burgeoned suddenly in the center of the room and
remained aglow, the oynosure of all eyess Joon the entire building was
"lighted with great brilliancy end cheer after chepr resounded through=
out the dining room and lobly,"

The builder of the Pokegama hotel was D. M, Gunn, and its comple=
tion was en inmportant event in his lifes Es had experienced great dife
ficulty in finencing its construction during the deprcssionvfollowing the
panic of 1808, and that Thanksgiving opening was to him something in the
nature of a triumphal celebration, Also it marked the begimming of =
long, honored and influential career for the man whose struggle it rep-
resented,

Peniel M, Gunn wes born in Canada, as were many of those who came
ploneering in northern Minnesotas He first came to Grand Rapids in 1882,
at which tine, he states, "there was nothing here but some trees to cut
and some Indians." le had spent a scason doing carpenter work in Nerth
Dekota prior to this, but had abandoned that trade to go to Adtkin, ine

tending te find work in the woodss DBefore he had opportunity to adopt .

the rele of lumberjack, however, Carl R. Douglae, who owned a hotel a

in Aitkin, offered him & position as clerks WNre. Dougles also had
hotel in Grand Hapids, mear the paper mill site, and in 1882 Nr, Gunn
was sent up here to take charge of thata

This hotel, like ell those in the region, catered mainly to the
lumberjack, who regarded such an institution as a bar with a place in
connection where a mah could sleep when absolutely néething of interest

remained on the egenda, Unrestrained hilarity was interesting for a

short time, but it scon begen to pall on the new clerk whose duties kept
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him in the midst of it continucusly, and after a few months Nre Gumm
resigned and went to Brainerd. liere he came in contact with men whose
interest in the Grand Rapids town site proved an important factor in the
development of the village and of himselfs Ten years after his first
visit, he returned to Grand Rapids as the owner of the original Pokegama
hotel, which within something like a year went up in flames.

In 1894 Mr. Gunn was elected a member of the Minnesota legisdature,
in the lower house, retiring after some years of honorable servieces 'In

1904 he entered politics agein, was elected to the stete senate and sere-

ved the Crand Rapids digtriet thue for two consecutive termss The Herald=-

Review remarks tersely that "he looked after his constituents and did not
meke speeches,” an eulogy in cne line, and one applicable to not enough
ttatesmen,

The chronicles of 1894 would be incomplete if they did not include
the information that Captain M, A, Leahy was a candidate for the office
of Register of Deeds in Iltasca county in the fall of that year when his
son ended his vacation and rejoined his classmates in Annapoliss The son
was William D. Leashy, who -iater became an Admiral in the U, 5, Navy and
in 1841, after having retired; is now further serving his country as

Ambessador to Frances.




CHAPTER X1

By 1895 the populstion of Grand Repids had inereased from the &77
of five years earlier to 1,546, with over two hundred pupils in the schoolss
There were now eleven teamchers in District number One, and the Central School
building which still serves was erected, Other signs of a healthy growth
were the organization of the Itasca County Telephone Exchange; the forming
of the first eommerciel clubj the building of the Grand Rapids EZlectric
Light and Power plant; and the purchase of fire-fighting equipment, The
chemiocal engine upon which the municipality had depended before the water-
works system was installed had proved little more effective them the barrel
of bourbon, end in a' town built almost entirely of inflamsble pine the fire
hagard was over presents.

County bonds were issued this year for the erection of a court house
end the cornerstoné was laides This building wes badly needed, as no ade=-
quate accommodation for the county offices was to be had in the towne--as

appears to be much the case again in 1941, Auditorium facilitles were nil,

alsc, in 1895, and & stendy downpour of rain forced the association inte

holding the county fair in the village hall, In the rural county things
moved steedily ahead throughout the years The Itasca lumber Company ocut
60,000,000 feet of pine, other operators did as well proportionately; and
ameng the devotees to egriculture & growing interest in the possibilities of
dairying resulted in the inportation of a carload of cowss This inaugurated
an industry which was destined to essume & place of major importance in the
development of ltascas

In 1896 Grand Rapids mainteined its place in the march of time on sturdy

legss Three hundred and eight pupils were enrolled in the village schoolsj

the new courthouse was completed, snd occupled for the first time on Nay 2.
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The spring calendar of the distriot court contained fifty-seven civil and
twenty=four oriminal cseses, four of the latter being murder trials. The
menner in which the loeal prese handled this item suggests that it was
offered as proof that at last givilizetion end eculture had arrived. The
bacon murder attracted much attention and @rew comment from the press of
the entire state.

The Itasca Cemetery Association was formed in 1896 and, in the terms
of a complaisant old=timer, it answered a poignant need, While the cdimate
was exceedingly salubrious, the law was new and not yet worklrig smoothly,
and people had a number of ways of getting themselves killed, Often their
demise was sudden and somewhat irregular, yet it was felt that at the very
last they should be bowed ouf in an orthedox and orderly manner., At about
this time arrests for acts of excessive and unressonable violernce were bee
gune They were frowned upon as having a marked tendeney to decresse the
population. Order preveiled in the end however, end now sny city wvacationer,
if he can get out of his own town without stopping a ganster's bullet, can
come up to Itasea and play around all summer with no fear of any injury more
serious then a stubbed to@ or a fishehook in his thumb.

On 4pril 11, Grand Repide wes designated as the site of the State
Lxperimental Station, and preparations were begun to establish this valuable
agricultural unit a couple of miles outside the corporate limits. This has

been & most important factor in the rural development of all northern Minnesote.

Farm settlement, already hopefully under way, took from this date a cteady

upward trend,
The Wright=Davis logging railroad hauled 120,000,000 feet of pine logs
in 1896, and all other freipht movément was growing rapidly, pointing to

e future business which prompted the Cansdian Pacifie to purchase the Duluth
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& Winnipeg lines The name wes then changed to "Duluth, Superier &
Western,"

The yesr 1867 saw over 165,000,000 feet ‘of timber cut in the Grand
Rapids area, and the figure rose above 250,000,000 feet in 1898, The town
teemed with lumber jacks and woods workers during much of the year, and
literally swarmed with them in the fall and spring. The saloon business
was at 1ts hilarious peak, and the village goverrment was largely supe
ported by the returns from liguor permitss ‘The Raimy Lake .zold rush
caused a flurry of exeitement which bere bibulous fruit in many & roseate
scheme hatched in a bar and launched smoothly in alcohols The saloon=

~r
keaper %ﬁ one of the few men who can get gold out of a mine where none
exisis,

In 1697 the Grand Rapids Magnet passed into the possession of Z, J,
Luther,

The Great Northerm Railrcad took over the buluth, Superior & Viestern
in 1898+ In this year also the lumberjack was belatedly delivered from

the elutches of the check~-shavers From the time "big businems" took over

lumbering in Itasca, it had been the practice of many leggers to pay their

woodsmen at the season's end with checks payable either at a future date

or in & distant citys "Time checks," they were called, The lumberjack,
who had been all winter in the deep forest, completely isolated from all
forms of emusement and sociability, wanted money when he came outs He
wanted it et once, because he couldn't spend a post=dated check, and he
needed a drinke~+a lot of them.

+his situation was perfectly clemr to all the businéss men of the

territory, and perfectly satisfactory. They were glad to take the checks




off the thirsty men's hands, merely shaving them down until the endorse-
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ment could be read from the front, Ten percent was a common "shaving,

and cases have beéen known where a quarter of the wheole amount was taken

for cashing a theck the only defect of which lay in the fact that its
terms called for either a long trip or a long wait for a drinks This
despicable graft was worked by saloonkeepers, bankers, business men,

and even the woodsmen's own employerss These latter often connived with
one or another of the .former to make the "cut" as deep as possible, and
then came in for a share of the loot.

State Senator C. C. lcCarthy exposed this practice before the legise
lature and pushed through a bill outlawing all such irregular pay checks.
The act also relieved the backwoods creditor of the mecessity of journeye
ing Yo the home town of the timber barom to levy on logs which he had
labored to bring out of the forest, He could attach them on the skidway,
in the river, or wherever found. This upset the logger's plans consider=
ably, end the lumberjeck found himself eable to postpone his hengovers for
several dayse Perhaps lcCarthy had not added anything to the stake with
which the worker left the woods, but he had at least corrected a viciocus
injustice,

In 1699 the Great Northermn purchased the Vright-Davis logging road,
and that line, which primaerily had been built for the purpose of getting
out pine, became a part of a great general {ransportation systems

The Udd Fellows Hall was built in 1809, and the town was teking om
quite an urbun appearance, A locdl paper boasted that there were two
hundred bicyeles in the villages - The following year the High School and
the Itasca County Public Library were esteblished, s lath end shingle

mill started, and plans completed for securing a paper mill at the power




eites The county veluation had risen %o

In 1900 the Itasca Lumber Company, in cutting and fleating 40,000,000
feet of pine, employed three hundred men and used six hundred horses, with
Price Erothers showing sbout the same results with e similar complement of
nen end animelses Smaller operators were numerocus,

la Prairie's finel paspe as @ town were drowned out by the derisive
screech of the locomotives as treins rushed through that erstwhile terminus

with unabated speeds The desth lmell of the would=be-metropolis had been

sounded by the election tellers in 1892; and by 1900 it was downeat-the-

heel and almost completely deserted; without hope or ambition, shemefacedl
J L] ]

withdrewing its tumbledown shacks behind the forest greenery, snd oringe
ing before the ribald lhoots of engines whieh gave it no further notice,
la Preirie was no mores

At the turn of the century there were three hundred lumber cemps in
full operation in northern Minnesotm, employing more than twenty thousand
men, and business in all lines was brisk., In 1901 the Northern Minnesota
Telephone Compney was given a franchise and began constriuctions Shortly it
was serving some sixty subsoriberse Through merger, this company later bee
came the liesabe Telephone Compeny, which was afterward ebsorbed im turn by
the Northwestern Bell Telephone Companys

{he ‘Grand Repids lower and Boom Compeny, which had been formed through

C 1

local enterprise, and in 1699 had been given the right by the federal govern~
mont to erect a power dam acress the Mississippi, began excavation for the
foundations in 1901 This year also sew the ltasca Paper Compeny formed

and the initial work done on the paper mills It is recorded that leon Bolter

established a bank in Orand Rapids this year, that fifteen secret societies




were flourishing, and thet the contract was let for constructing a steel
bridge over the Mississippi in the villages All this sounds very urban,
but, as if to remind one that Grand Rapids is still & rough-and=tumble
ploneer town in the throbbing heart of a wilderness far from subdued,
concurrant items announcep “Smallpox in lumber camps"; "Game wardens
seige 150 deer and moose hides"; "Pine stumpage worth $5.50 per
thousend"; “Mining exploration active"; "Game wardens seize nine
quarters of moose in Powers end Simpson lumber camps"; "Geme Yain
killed end eaten by wolves"j and "Many saloons crowded into one bHlock,"
the lattor item refers to a condition not unusual in.frontier towns.
(ne solid block in ‘Grand Repids at the time was ecomposed of saloons, ace-
cording to one oontemporary(with the single exception of a hotel, says
another=«=a botel which had a bar, to be sure, but a real decent one, )
Of course every blogk was provided with an oasis or two, but they were
not huddled so close togethers They were starting posts, as it were,
where a lumberjack could begin his drinking and ciroulate about during
the early evenings Upon arriving at a certain stege of intoxication
he would heed for the compaot row, where the bar-room doorways stood
shoulder to shoulder and he could pass back and ferth without falling
down, until either his thirst or his pocketbook failed him.

On February 19, 1902, the first paper ceme off the rolls in the new

peper mills The lumberjecks' rate of pay in the woods had risen until he

was now recelving a top of 940 per mcnthe Wages theretofere had ranged
erratically between a low of $12 and a rate for certain classes of work
which sometimes touched $36s The new high school turned out a lone graduate
this year, its firsts The following yeer four received their diplomas; but

in 1004 the number agein dropped to one.




CHAP, Xlwwa?

The steamer irene went into service between Aitkin and Grand Rapids
in 1902+ The town wes enjoying a vigorous growth, snd it is recorded that
at this period not a house was to be found for rente Seversl men whose
business necessitated local residence were compelled to leave their families

elsewhere until housing accommodations could be secureds In 1902 The Grand

Rapids Independent was established by D. Ci and E, J, Anderson, brothers,

and was purchased in 1805 by A. L. la PFreniere, of Northome, who still
publishes that weeklys Bonds were issued this year for the purpose of
building an electriec light plant,

William Hoolihan, later to become a celorful figure in Itasca
officialdom; and widely kmown throughout the north as “the lumber jack
sheriff," was elected to that office in 1902,

During Hollihan's term of office; in 1907, a strike coccurred on the
iron Range, and as the attitude of the miners beceme threatening the
Bheriff was called to attempt to restore orders. News of the disturbance
had roached Grand Rapids earlier and every bar-room was huming with es-
citements Rumor detailed various amcts of violence, fires, assaults, are
rests and clashes between strikers and locel officials, and somehow every
new rumor seemed to suggest another drinke DBy the time the appeal for
help came to Mre Hoolihan nearly the entire male population of the county
seat was gathored in feverish knots and it was an easy matter to gather
a numerous posses

It was the sheriff's esrnest desire to select only men who were per=-
feetly sober, of course, but the call hed come & bit too late for thets
Nen in a frontier towm camnot long stand in that drab oondition around

beckoning berse To add to lire Hoolihan's dlilemma, everybody wanted to gos




Strikes were an abomination, and foreign-born miners, a menace to liasca

)’

countys They jabbered grievances and arguments in a jargon which no lumber-
Jack eould undeystand and with which he would promptly disapgree if he coulde
The sheriff, recognizing the symptoms of r Iige lark, and well kuowe
ing how gquickly hilarity can change to hellishness when nurtured by red
liquor, decided that however numerous end cbstreperous the miners might

be he would not dare permit eny firearms in his posse. Yet, bteing loath

to expese the wvelunteer law enforcement brigade to helpless slaughter, he

- s w - A g |
must place in thelir hands some sortéof veapon of defenses ' His gulck mind

to the wagon=ghop, and leading the way thither he commanded thet each
possdﬁjﬁan choose a niece new wajgon spokes
Arrived at the scene of the disorder some houre later after a bumpy
and uncom{ortable journey, Mrs Hollihan drew his men up in & wobbly line
and looked them overs OSome of Uhem were in pretty feir shape, but others,
two in particular, were all Tor adopting stern measures with the miners
forthwith, end winding up with' summary execution of the ring=leaders.
Hollihan eyed this palr with some misgiving as they stood somewhat apart
owlishly practicing right-shoulder wagon-spokes.
"Bill," he whigpered, turning to one of tho ealmer spirits, "if you 3
g
and Jim will take care of those two Napoleons, I'll take care of the striker,"
Bill and Jim epproached the bellicose cnes with an air of secrecy and,
finger lips, led them out of earshot of the ocrowd,
the most importent job o'the whole works picked out
f1r you guys," Bill told them when he had brought them to ground spokes.
"He wants you to be semtriesl"
"Shentrish?" queried one dubiously. "Whash shentrish do'n a funch o

Binnge=hic=linns ™




"With sentries

"Everything depends on'eml” wes the solerm assurance,
out-good 'uns that we c'n depend on--the Finns can't surprise us without
us Imowin' all about it beforehand,”

The reasoning seemed sound, and whem told that they would be stationed
at widely separated pointw the sentries made ready to take their posts by
finding an empty bottle and splitting their sole remaining pint.

In the course of time, thanks to the taot of the rescurceful sheriff,
order was restored and the mining village guieted dowvme But the nirht 1
far spent, and the'silent darkness, together with the soporific reaction
after his bottle gave out, had lulled one of the sentries, a very prominent

e

Grand Repids citizen, into a deep sleep. Tre main body of the minute=men
£ H] &

were rounded up and were about to start for home and e hilerious mustering

out when somebody missed this petriots ?en'zfattared at onee to search the
i '-r;‘ £ o
town and the missing mam was at length,on the outskirts, stumbling discone
i

solately along the road to Duluth, Ne had awskened to & strange quiet in

the towns Silence reigned on the battlefield and his straining ears caught
not the sound of martial tread. Puzzled, he at length decided that if there
was no battle, there might at least be a /bivouac somewhere around, and
started out with black coffee minde But he was ever alert, and at the
sound of footsteps behind him he spun quickly around,

"Who goes therel™ he demended valiantly, cocking his wagone-spoke,

"Where the hell you ben?" came the correct rosponsé from the comrade

had found hime "We ben lockin' all over f'r youl"
patriot scratched his head.
"Well, by Codl" he ejaculateds "I've often heard of & men deserting

army, but this is the first time I ever heard of an army deserting a manj}"
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Liquor drinking wes & weakness not confined to the red man on the
Minnesota frontier; nor was the lumbterjack the only white man to succoumb
to its charms, MNearly everybody indulged more or less, and, besides, they
needed the water in their lakes: If the 0ld Fokegama hotel could speak,
it could tell of many men of business, social and politiecal prominence who
have spent the night under its roof=--after spending the evening under its
tabless

1003 witnessed the cutting of 370,000,000 feet of pine on the upper

Mississippis The Building and Loan Associsation was established; the Grand

Rapids Commerciel olub reorganized; and the new high school completed and

mede ready for occupancys 1904 counted but one graduate from that ine
stitution, but the total village school emrollment for that year mounted
to four hundred and thirty~two pupilss In 19056 it reached four hundred
and sixty-fours

Ae J. Stuart bought the Grand Rapids Magnet in 1904, and rejolces
editorially at the recent opening of long distance telephone communication
with Aitkins 2n the following year comnections were made with the range
towns and Duluths A hiphway was built from Grand Rapids to Bovey dlso in
1905, and & hundred tons of freight was hauled deily over to the new mining
town, which possessed no other point of contact with the markets.

The Cernelgie Library building was erected in this year, end Grand
Rapids strode proudly along its first cement sidewalks The walk was not
very extensive as yet, but it saw & lot of scuffing and stomping as ine
terested eitizens, especiamlly the children, went places the long way for
an epportunity to test it.

The Indian agents closed all the saloons on the Chippewa reservation

in 1905, thus bringing inte vogue es a beverage the famous "Minmesota 13,"
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end encouraging deep thought and extensive experimentation which enabled
the bootleggers to carry on without losing = stride when national prohibition
went into effecte This Minnesota 13 was of different grades, classified by
the Indians as good, better, and bests What sort of comnection they might
have rated below "good" is not known. It is said that & white man presented
Captain John Smith on his nintieth birthday with a bottle with which he
dared not experiment himself, and on meeting the old Indian a few days later
asked him how it was,

“Jus' rightl" exclaimed Captain John enthusiastically, "Jus' 'zackly
right}"”

“#hat do you meaxy™just exactly right?" queried the donor, wondering
somewhat at the other's exuberance,

“Huhl” grunted the redsking, "jus' 'zackly right cuz if him ben any
wuss I couldn't drinkum, John Smith, me; and' if him ben any better you
drinkum you'selfi"

John, in compeny with meny other oldtimers, drank with‘;ustc any-

thing that wouldn't take the enamel off his teeth,

In 1906 Koochiching county was detateched from Itascas D. M., Gunn was

elected to the state semate, The Grand Repids hagyet discontinued pube
lications There were twenty-one star mail routes in the eounty, and eleven

townships were opened for settlement,




CUAPTER XIX

The waluation of Itesea county in 1907 was $10,760,000s The irom
mines which were belng opened in an ever solidifying line from Kewatin
to Orand Raplds wore boletering the oredit balenee of the already diminishe
ing wealth of pine, and the prosperity of the county was reflected in ure
ben growth and improvementss There were thirty-four rursl schools in
bistriot Mumber Cnme at this tise, and the year produced nine graduates
from the lecal highschools Minnesote still ranked seventh among the states
in timber production, and much of this was caming from ltasea, though the
forest depletion sinoce 1808 had been heavys Flne stumpage had risen to
700 per thousand fect, and weges in the woods stosd at ¥40 per month,
with & serious shortage of men at that retes The Itasea Lumber C ompeny
alomg wes operating sixtoen eamps in the westorn part of the county, and
it hod beccme necessary to construct e road from Grand sapids to Leer River
to feclilltate the heavy trafiic betlween the twe thriving townss

In 1908 the county veluation lnd climbed to { 18,276,000+ Tho open=
pit mining operations were assuming vast proprotione, twelwe millicn yards
of stripping being dene on the range during this single years In town,

though marred by the lose of the Gladstone lotel by fire, & feeling of

wellwbeing, even galety, provelleds The 0ld Settlers' Club was organiged

and the first dance wes held; & roller skating rink was built; and work
was begun on the falrgrounds, at the northem corperate limits,

“he village high school gradusted twelve pupils ‘in 1009, and School
District Mumber One issued $90,000 in bondse The village paved eight
blocks on Third street this yours OSix mines had gone into production

with & resultant output of 679,671 tons of iron Ores
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Fire of unlnmown but suspicious origin destroyed the village hall
in 1910s lo steps were taken looking toward en investigetion, and mo
definite clarpes were ever mace, but at the time rumors were thicker
than the smoke of the ccnflagration, New btulldings this year included
the Crest Northern Railroad Company's roundhouse, the Lenry Bughes Bloek,
Spang and Hoolikan's sevmill, end the MeAlpine Block, although the latter
was net ready for occupancy until the following years The Light and Water
Gommission was organized with i, D, fowers, C. N, Dickinson and &, C.
Finnigen as its initial porsonnels The county population was given as
17,472, and s much noeded higlvey meross the rengoe weas oompleteds Also
the two femous trains, "The Mogrry Widow" and "The Wooden Shoe," made their
initial runs between Orand Rapids and the range townse

Dvonty Urond Rapids saloons closed Uy the Indian agents in the pree -
cediriy year were recpencd, pending litigation, by virtue of a eourt ine
Junction, but were put out of business once more in 1914s The saloonkeepers
had organised to resist the action of the agouts on the ground that the
Indien treaty of 1856, on the prohlbitory clause of which the government
relied, did not, and was not intended t0, ramain in forece under the cone
ditions existing at the time of the closures The court, on the final

hearing, agreed with the federal officers’ interpretation, and there wes

much weiling and grashing of teeths Alse much bootlegiings Also much

grousing beomuse the village tax lovies soared to $18,840, to which the
ubiquitous Lootlegger comtributed not a perurye

The year 1911 wne marked by & spectacular jump in county valuation,
an assessment of {23,649,000 placing Itesca in fourth plaoce smong the
counties of Minncsobtae This vast inerease roflected the great minerel

wealth of the ares, . of course, but tisber was still a large item, and at




pleking upe Dalry farming wus prospering,

this time agrioculture was roally
and the Itasca Creamory was bullt in this year to further the interests
of thoge who were developing lherdse In the succeeding year five oare
loads of beel cettle were shipped out of Grand Hapidse

Village improvements in 1911 emounted to ewer §260,000. The popu=
lation hed grown to 2,230, end the high school gradusted twenty pupilse
The fall Cerm of court dealt with five murder treils, the most spectaculay
of which was that of Dowstring Joe, an Indian who had confessed to the
id1ling of one, Frank Celdwell,

Caldwell had boon knifed in the back on & portage in the desp woods,

’

and found deoad some days laters & geng of men knowm locally as “The Goggles,"

or "The Goggcle~eyes,” had a rendegvous somevhere in that soction of the forest,
enc by some olreumstence suspicion fell upon one of theses The suspect had
en ovil reputaiion, and as & conpequence every clue in his favor wes heavily
discounted, and overy shedow thet fell aercss the presumption of his imnccensce

wes deeply bLlackeneds Almost everybedy felt that if a mistake were being

made the cammunity would be the galner snyways

" " 5 n . Iy
‘Ooggles” was arrested end bLrought to trial in Grand Rapidss The

évidencoy if such it could bte ecalled, which lhe state presented was purely
clrownstantial, and, as later sdmitted, woefully far~fetched. Dut the Orose=
outor sincerely bLelieved thet the prisomer had committed the crime, and,
though the testimony wea weak, it was clear that the jury held the same
opinlons lre Cogglee' wmsavory reputation was repidly railreading him te
the penitentiary.

Just before the conclusion of the trial, and when things looked darke
est for the wcoused, there was a flurry of erowding at the rear of the courte

room and Bowstring Joe, a young Indian well=liked by all who knew him, came
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elbowing his way up the aisles Just outside the rail he stopped and
raised his right hand, open palm toward the ijudpe.

Joe's dialect was unspellable, and his oratory informal in the ex-
treme, but eye-witnesses to the scene attest that his eloguence wes so
simple end direct, and his manner so sinecere that everything else was for-
gotten. They felt, rather than heard, whst he said,

Standing straight as e pillar, his blanket elutehed to his chest with
his left hand, his right remaining aloft for attention, he told His Honor
that a mistake wus being made by the white man's courts The Indian was not
called to order, nor was a bailiff instructed to put him outs Here was a

situation for which there was no precedent, but the figure in the aisle was

X ‘ - ;
impressive. Court and prosecutor felt instimetively thet they %Puld listen

to hime

in a low, earnest voice, Bowstring Joe told of the killing of Frank

.

Caldwells Told how he and his young squew had been hired by the white mgn
to pack his goods over a long portage which terminated at the water's edge
where the body had been founds Bowstring Joe's wife was a comely Chippewa
of less than twenty summers, and Joe, unlike most indians, was always willing
to work by her sides True, he hired her out to pack outfits for the white
men, but they labored as a teams That was about the only way en Indisn could
get hold of ready cesh at eertain seasons, and as for a female doing that
sort of work, why, that was sz immemorial Indian oustoms

4And so on behalf of himself end wife Joe had taken this job of packing,
and while they were fairly earrying out their part of the bargain Caldwell

S

had been puilty of an act which hed brought about h;ﬂ deaths lie had violated
& code which the consclences of all men, of whatever ecoloy, admonish them
to keep on pain of vengeance,

‘hey had lended their gances for a long portage, and Caldwell, sending




ihe squew on shead with e hectily prepered pack, hed shouldered w light
one himself and teken to the trail close behind hers e had left Joe
making up a heevy pack of the balance of the goods, instruoting him te
et his leisuro with thet and & long cenc He said he lmew that
loed would be & heavy and en awkward onie, but taere wes no hurry, and
¢ might etop and rest as often me required. The young Indian, though
susploious of eny evil design, wes indignant at being laden sc heavily,
btut’ refrained from compleint kmowing that enything taker from his pack
would be added to his wife's, rather than to Caldwell's.
iong canoce, upturned over one's head, is a difficult load
when one has a lundred-pound peck strapped to his baok
ugh, winding path to follow through thick brush,
frequent restse Joo trudged patiently along, tn 3 compani
had started several minutes shend of him, and on the sixemile portage he
must inevitebly fell far behind,
“hen the Indian pirl arrived st the end of the portage, she cat dowm
to walt for her companions to come up, 1t appears, and Caldwell was only a
moment belilnd hers e todk @ soet on & log, pulled her roughly to his imee
at once began to sttempt libertios which she repulsed in e mamner whally
onsistent with Caldwell's idea of squaws. She was not groatly worried at
firat, expooting Joo te sppear at any minute; bul she was startled when her
chanced to fall on Caldwell's meager pack.
the long csnce, had been left for Joes Sho undersis
& wild leap che started bsck down the traile
Caldwell easily cvertook the terrified rirl, and as ensily overpowered

hers Howevor, fighting with all the fierceness of hLor race,; she flounced

-

end twisted, bit end scratohed, and was altogether a much livelier adversary




than the lust maddened men had counted upons In addition, whenever her
lips were uncovered she uttered pilercing Chippewa soresms for Joe. These
latter eventually brought ler a- brutal blow in the mouth from & hard flst,
and she sank down beaten, almost unconsciouse

In the meantime Joe, threading the narrow trail with his bunglessme
cance, beceme haracsed by @ sudden disturbing thoughts IHis wife was beautis
ful, she was young, and he was well awere of the disrespect in which the
women of lis tribe were held by the men of the north woods. For yet snother
mile he eweated along like a huge, ungainly armadillo; then the significsnce
of Caldwell's light pack and his own overwhelming burden occurred to him
snd he throew off the cances ©Slipping out of his pack harness he bounded
down the trail like a foot-racer, fee¢ling no more than half his pounds
because of the weight he had cast offs And after & swift mile and a half

he heard far ahead s terrorized screams It brought him to a stop as

quickly as if he had suddenly remched the brink of a precipice, and he

listened for a possidle repetitions It came again and he darted ahead
once more, running now as he had never run befores [is ear-drums were
throbbing under the blows of hig pounding heart, but he had heard his
neme, end in a voloce he knew, for all the terror mesking it. Another
dogsen rods and silence fell, broken only by the tome=toms in his heade

At & turn of the trail Joe came upon thems Almost sntirely nude,
tleeding at the lips from the blow and at meny points from contaet with
the thorns and brush thrashed down in the struggle, his wife lay moaning
feebly and etlll writhing in instinctive resistence. Caldwell was on his
knees bending over her snd slapping vieciously at her bsre hips as she
persisted in turning face downward on the ground. le had not heerd Joe's

mogeasins on the 'trall, and Joe's breath caught at the sight, susvending
] & 2 s 1Y




his labored gasps.  The unsuspecting rapist did not leok upe

Joe told the court that he did not lmow how far he had run with
his knife in his hend, but that he felt its handle in his palm as he
leaped Torward, and thought he must have drewn it instinetively when

he heard hie wife's first orys. He said that he was not sorry, and thet

he would do exmotly the seme thing again under like circumstences. Ie

was very doubtful of getting a square deal in the white man's court, but

had been unwilling to stand idly by end see another punished for his sct.
Goggles was freed, of course, and Powstring Joe arrested, but his

[S14

triel was a perfunctory affair. After a prompt acquittel friendly demon=

strations were staged in the courtroom and in thée street attesting the
popularity of the verdict, end Joe sdmitted that the red man could find
Justice in the white man's tribunsl., This incident probebly did more
than enything else toward gaining the ltasca Chippews's respect for the
] From that time he wes less deflant, and more inclined %o permit
his wrongs to be righted by the courte

The village school enrollment in 1912 was 624. The present St.
Joseph's Catholie church had been erseted during the predceding year,
ind in 1912 the Protestant Episcopal chureh was built. The large logring
camps of the area were closed by this time, and s most of the patients
had come from those, St. lenedict's liospital was compelled to discontinue
its servicess

The counly records show that two hundred wolves were killed during
1912, evideneing the Bnsubdued nature of the wildérness only a generation

ago, yot lndustry and socisl advoncement were steadily working a change.

The mines were making for rapid settlement on the range, and the year

produced 3,400,000 tons of high grade iron ores




District Number (ne wms reinforced in 1013 by the erection of
sixtoon additionmal rural schools, and progress in agriocultural settle~
ment wae further attested by over twe thousend entries at the county
feiry County statistios disclose for the years 122 marriages, 100
denths, 202 births; and 181 boarders at the ocounty jeile=ea record,
as 1t were, of bells, knells, yells and cellss It is interesting to
note that matrimony was less prowalent than other errors which result

in Joss of libertys

Twenty pupils gradunted from high school in 1014, and & steadily

growing interest in books hed resulted in additions Lo the public library's
catalog until it now contalned 2,485 volumese L. A, Bossman purchased a

one=half interest in the CGrand Rapids lerald-Review,

Boyond the village limits conditions remained prosperouss Though
the pine was beooming scarce end scattered, a large bhardwood business
L » t...

™
4

was growing upe Yoods labor commanded ¥12 to $1¢ per monthe The county
recorded 852 births in 1014,

1015 saw 32 pupils graduate from high school, and the flapper and
the flivver began to make their presence felt, with 252 esutomobiles of
Grand Hepida owmership oruising the village streetes It was in 1918 that

the paper mill pessed to the hands of the 6ts Peul DispatchePioneer Fress.

Llso the Urend Rapids Cremmery opened in this year, with butterfat commande
ing 6% cents per pounde

Itesea was cne of the first counties in the north country, and cerw
tainly the plomeer rurel county of Minnesota to establish e nonspeolitical’
welfare boards Ouch an organisation has boen in existence since 1617,
with headquarters in Crand Rapidss This body is made up of five members,

one from each commissioner district, end has complete charge of the county




hospital, andAdistributicn of county or counly allocated funds for

tho assgistance of the needys

in 1917 some of the wnusual sctivities in the community were
the creation of & defense body, the formation of a Home Cuerd, and the
orgenization of the Draft Boards 160 men left in the first draft, the
fed Cross began to function actively, and 419 people in the village pure
chased Liberty Bondse CGrand Hepids was doing her bite

The First State Dank and the First National were consolidated in
1817, and Js Re O'Malley purchesed the Pokegama lotel from L. M. Cunne
In the succoeding yoar the Itasoe Cooperage Company's plant was built,
and Johnson Brothers began the cperation of & shingle mills This year
witnossed the last log drive down the Mississippi River, 1918 was also
marked by the organization of the Nonepartisen league, and on their
arrivel to hold sn initiel rally the promoters were greeted by an en-
thusisstic audience of threee

The Itasce County Hospitel was ereécted in 1918,

Orand Rapids olosed ita power plant in 1919, after completing
arrangements to buy electricity from the Northern Minnesota Utilities
Companys Interest in paved roads had been growing in the county for
some time, and in 1919 Itesca voted paving bonds in the sum of $2,000,000,

Thirty diplomas wore handed out at the high school commencement
exercises in 1919, end forty=five in the year followings The number dropped
to thirty=two in 1921, but reached forty eagein in 1923, and fifty-eight in
19244 Sixty-six graduated in 1926, and in 1938 the class contained one
hundred end eight pupile.

Twonty=gix iron mines were in operation in Itasce County in 1920,

end drilling waas in progress even west of Grand Raplise The eounty waluation
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was c¢limbing steadily, reaching $88,831,192 the following yeare The
Community Church was eregted in 19020

Two RBural Free Delivery routes out of Grand Raplds were estab-
lished in 1021+ In the following year School District Number Cme issued
v260,000 in bonds to finance a new high sohool building in Grand Rapidss
1922 also saw women serving on a jury for the first timein Itasce Countye

In 1983 twenty-six Ttasce iron mines produced 9,868,470 tons of
orey en item of great importance to the country, in pesce time or in ware
Crand Hapids formmlly dedicated its mew high schools

The ltascn Dtate Dank opemed ite doors for business in 1928
Another important development during this year was & combination of bus
companies into what beocsme known as the Northland Transportation Companys

1927 events of loocal importance were the letiing of the contract
for the construction of a new Post Vffice tuilding, end the sale by Mre
Blandin of his interest in the Sts Prul newspaperss e rotained the
Grend Rapids paper mill, cheanging the name in 1920 to the Blandin Papor

Companys

In 1928 the Great Northemm Reilroad Compuny erected a now depot,

and in the following year local building wes givem further impetus by the
construction of the present village hally ' This bullding cost $70,000,
and ocontains an auditorium which accommodates 780 personse.

The county valuetion in 1920 was $26,275,000

Two important evenis recdrded in 1931 were the establishing of heade
quarters for state forestry protection work et Grand Faplds, and the bullde
ing of the present bridge over the Misalssippl Bivers 4 big celebration

was held in honor of the latter achievement, with the whole town, and
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oespecially Pokegnme Avenue, in gala attire.

Grand Repids ronamed and renumbered its streetos An
attempt had been made by some of the citiszens to change the name of the
village mlsp, but that movement met with defeats It had been claized
that mall wes spt to go estray on sceount of confusing the ¥innesota town
with Grend Repids, Michigens

%

The sale of beer was licensed in 1933, end mattors which received
fer less notice loeally were the institution of & truck line to the northe
ern part of the oounty, and the robbery by four bandits of the First
Batlional Dank,

Noving steadily ahead, Grand Repids has gained, and sturdily
maintalns, a place abreast of the most progrescive towms of her size in
the country. Uhatevor makes for civie betterment, sho has alweys been

quick to grasps.  Vhatever modern invention hes devised to add to the

health, wealth and happiness of her citizens heas alwaye found sn esger

market among theme  And no eity of tho old South ever boasted & hospitale
ity more lavish than Crand Hapids extends to the thousands who yoarly

come to rest end play in her glorious surroundingss




June In Itasea

month that brings the rose

lave all the grime of winter's toil avayl

Come up to old ltasca; leave the stew

L
o them that like it, while the wiser few
Teke to the open, snd the piney air

That soothes the spirit, charges life anew,

its gem lakes thickly strowm
Al

pinesy where A may walk alone

a1 y
add dnie

And feel a grandeur deeper than is known

4 &

his ornate throne.

vry with & peil of minnows in a scow,

In some cove where the big ones bites-and howle=
“HAivn
ind friends beside g in this wildernegse-

Oywilderness is Paradise now}
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Yokegara Besar was a real animel chsracter in Itasce County's

Untll £he last drive had {loated southward to the

City mills no lumberjack could be found who was not femiliar

Frank Hasty recorded the actual event in verse and al=

some musically-inclined woodsman exten porized an air to whiech

sunge In one season it toock its place in the sega of the pine

recited; sung, humsed and whistled with varying degrees of

G

hout the broad scope of forest operationss lire Zasty, a

ne satisfection of hearin

his composition erooned

4

8 wut the

persistently, and with at same freedom of ton

(2]
L

the modern popular ong on the redio=-«gnd for a mich lenpgt

fe dled in Minmeapolis in 1927,

Michael Moilpine had come north teo worlk at

§ioe R
on ipke lnsty

's) Armoof

inowlton's (Blaok Pokegann

& camp

men' had aceompanied kim, the quartet accemplishing the last

Journey, from Aitkin, afoots

lumberjack neamed Morries O'Hesrn was loading teams for the erew

one bitter cold day 6'learn

n

t a fire wouldn't be a bad idea. laking his axe, he approached

some kindlingewood, but at

ogan inside and he stepped hast ily

out

disconecerting bear came tearing of a




Crand Rhapsody
Pokepama Loapr=e=2

hole in the trunks e blinked in the unaccustomed light, zave one loud
nose~clearing "whooshl” and O'lara dropped his age and departed. His
spirited progress through the brush attrscted the attenticn of Bruin end

the distance between the two widened rapidly as the bLear tock to the

timber in the opposite directions

Hasty and a man named Quimn ge&ve chase, yedling at the top of

thelr lunge ard throwing their axes after the frightened animsl, This
cempleted Bruin's panie and he broke into the logging road where the

footing was botters There he straightened out to do some real running,
[ < w2

HeAlpine was worklng neer the road just head, and he took in the situation

at a glances Stépping gquietly behind a big tree he raised his ax
negs and waited. Bruin went down under one olean blow delivered as he
passed NoAlpine's hidingeplace.

It appears that in those days the oil of the bear wes priged

§y

more highly then was the skin or the meat, snd this cne was teken to

samp to be tried out on Sundey mornings While thiis process gas pgoing
on, Nedlpine and Hasty left camp for a time o searék for axe~handle
timbers - They were gone longer than they had intended to be, and on their
return discovered that they had lost their share of the oils

gont had bottled the last drop as it came from the kettles, and all they

*

gave the actual killers of the Lear was a hoarse laughs Hr, Hasty re=

€

tired to the Wumkehouse in disgust; but emerged later with the poem

which shommd that he harbored ng illewill,

\Bung with the best effeot by a lumberjack who can't sing s lick)

Come all you good fellows who like to hear fun,
Come listen to'me while I sing you a song,

Come listen to me while the truth I declare,
1'm going to sing of the Pokeguma Bear.




Grand Rhapsody
Pokogans Deare=s=g

L inds ulzr‘” Llc’\v’
e ’~“4 to i | - - uurk to do,
Tes, into b}e uogds we & uickly repair;
It was there that we met the Pokegema Bear,

One Jorris O'liearn, a bol¢ eh lad,

ent to bulld a fire in a bi; pine stub,

He rapped with his ane when he went thereg
then out popped the monstrouie Pokegama Iear,

With s roar like a lion O'Hearn did swear,

Qardme: Mlvae Yo i Oy sdealran 1 f¢ j 1 "
Saying, "Run, Yoys, for Codsakes, Tor ound & bear

As out through the brush Jim Quinn he did elimd,

Saying, "To hell with yvour bear, Kill your owm poreupinel”

into the swamp old Oruin did go,

"Hearn and lasty did quiekly pursue,
A8 in through the brush those herpes did
io capture or kill the Pokepmma Dears

0ld Druin got angry,for Hasty did steer,
lie prepared to recelve him without dread or fesr,
With his teeth firmly set and his axe in the air,
0 g8lipped and fell on the Fokepgana Dear,

Ut onte the rond then old Bruin did gs,

5

fet, 1little he knew what swnited him there
For fntc was apgeinst the Pokegema Bear.

ﬁun;ljfﬁnu was better them wading through snow,

here was one liike Hedlpine of féme and renmown,
Noted for footeracing on Cansdian ground,
I the reoed, raised “iﬂ axe in the air,
the death<blow to the Pokegems Teayrs
the camp
and dress 11 it was our
pgreed that each should )
iat was in the Fokegama

fo the cogk t e s taken, the tallow
Lach man with ‘his bottle did gather ada
“hen Hasty and KcAlpine, they both ";t b ghare

Of the oil that was in the Fokegema

‘ther it was taken, by the cook it was fried,

it wae all very good boys; it can't be denied,

it tasted like roust turkey, Bill Vonohan did swear,
Ag he feasted upon the Pokegams Pears

growth to your lslr,
the Pokegema Doar.
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okepgemnn Dear-e-d

ike lMeAlpine, whether or
many humorous tales in the old 1o

] 3

was chatting with a group of friends

iret person

irst physician to come te

&

ltapea Countys Anoth thought 1 5 an Indian who had frogzen to death

and hed 6 be kep 3k until the cund thawed, Most of the others

were uncorteln in the metter, but not se Mr. HeAlpine ’
 trglatortre el

can't say { ireé whether there'd Leen anypburied there

n LLEY

iore or not,” ke sald thoughtfully,

man turied there was a nigger who got drowned,'

bem

but 1 lmow this much, the first white

Ere Hedlpine alwuys vehemently denied this, averring that what he

gaid wes thet 1 ¢ man burled there except Indians was @

negros

was compelled to reiterate his denial at frequent intervals for many

years; as lum jacks geldam let & joke like that pass into forgetfulness,

the old=time lumberiack's
(%)

"One of the arms of i okegama was named in honor of James ‘Oh
an early logger, merchant, hotel and saloon=keeper of Grand Hapids,

perhaps the'fightinest' man in the esrly days of the countrys le

4

rrys
sherry

WaS

strong, quick, and tricky i LINEC was hard and his boots were heavy,

After finishing

g the winter's work in the woods he brought his lumberjacks

(Sherry's Tigers) to Grand 4apids end put them up at his hotels He then
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told them that he had 'no money to pay them and must go to Minvespolis
and sée the people for whom he logpged eand there got some funds,
meantime, of course, thelr credlit was good at the bare Jim Sherry would

o out of town and would stay two or three weeks, When he returned all
his lumberjaciks would owe him money,"

Whether or not this ruse wns coriginal with Sherry, it was habit-
ual with him, snd it ne him many hundreds of dollars each seasons ‘hese
reoporis have been thoroughly investigated, and thet they are true is no
more te be doubted then that Sherry knew what would huppen whin he turned
& bunch of rough, pleasure-starved mon into e bright bar-room, with plenty

of eredit end nothing to do but sit around and weit for his return.

Frark L. Vance, known as "The Wild Rice King," wes regarded ss the
straightest=faced teller of tall teles in Grand dapids. His yarms never
injured anytoedy, ner were they ever intended to react to his own advantage,
save in the metter of drawing appleuses Some of them were conscocted and

Ca £

‘wtru—(«l..
related with sushy/tne that many people thought he actually had succeed=

ed in convineing himself of their verity. If a new story failed to leave
38 audience aghest with wonderment, Vance would just keep touching it

up until it dide A fair exemple of his unsmiling marrations concerned

6 halre-raiging encounter with &

having wounded & moose far from cemp on a bitter cold evenings

Yie seid that he followed the wounded moose in the gathering dusk

several miles, finelly coming up with it when the derkness was so

&

deep that he did not see A% Lﬁ}dl it bogen to Tlounder in a weak attempt
£

.¢,‘.
to rise and contimue /335223

and after cutting its throat he looked
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up and surveyed his surroundings only to discover that he was unable to form

any ides of his whereaboutss The ground was bare, so tliere were no tracks

to lead him beek the Wiy he had come, and he Inmew that just to stert out

haphagerd meant caertain death by froe ‘ There wasg

.4..»..

ut make a great fire and
Woodemen, he was not greatly dis wyed &t this, but after

material he was unable to find ¢ metchs lo thought deeply for s

on this new phase of his predicamert before & solution came Lo himg
his woodeman's ingenuity came to his
the mocse and crawled into the cavity, backwards
end folt quite comforksble there, although the cares
28 a boards
provid
shut until it -set,
he was dropping off to sleep @ greav pack of wolves came
somrlingly to work on that frozen mocs 'That wasn't se
es VYanoe eéxpressed it, 1If he couldn't route tham they would soon

- his ehell, especially at points whers b were no ribs

hunting knife in hand; he lav and waited,
thelr tearing teeth. Ile couldn't @1l how mény of the
vicious brutes were swarming over and around h fugey but he could -
hear the frogzen flesh and hide bein P ey and mouthed at every
point,
"I adnit," related Vance with solemn n ity "that it was just
8 wWee blt disconcerting, what with their snapping and snarling and their

teeth clicking like a plokaxe against a ston

one
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Yooen they broke through, he said, first at ¢ ipet, then at

:

another, until which ever way he turned ke was confronted with slavering,

smoking muzzles, thrust between ribss Following his preeonceived plan,
he then began to lay about him with his knife 2 fnout that ap=
peared, he slached wide open, ond every i thus wounded was immediately
get upon by theo others according to time-hanored lupine ethicss Toward
rmorning the pack withdrew and all became quioet,

Mre Vanee figured that the carecass of one wolfvwould feed four
hngry brothers, end on that besie computed the number in the pack which
ho hed out-generaled at 200, a6 he soberly averred that when he emorged
at daybreak he counted forty-nine polished skeletons and cne that they
hadn't been able to pick qu rlea Somotines, if he happened Lo have
N audience among whom were some woodsmen of known ex erience, he would
reduce these¢ figures, Wit he never was known to mumber the circesses at
lses then half a dozeuns

DETRAYED

Illusirating the schemes to steal timber resorted to by lumbere

men in the early days, s man named Ualdwell emploved the si plest, but

y enes  4néd, unlike hundreds of others, it was une

by no means the only
sucoessfule==oiled Ly -fate,
Caldwell conceived & plen to get into the wvast unsurveyed Big
Fork country, out the cholcest timber, which he did not own, Lloat it
dov tho Dig Fork to the Hainy River, snd mske a fortune in one season.
de made his road, established esmps, and began logring operations
H

in 1882¢ Thinge went swimmingly for awhile, and a great smount of seleot

pine was skidded along Cmldwell Crveke Thon the smellpex epidemio came
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to that areas  The disesse was rempant end meny deaths resulted among
both lumberjacks eand Indianss Finally the stete health officers were
called in to study conditions and perfomm vavcinations emong the camps
and homestoadss -~ Tho treil of the dread mmnlady led them to the Caldwell camps,
where many men were afflicted, and Caldwell's illegal logging operstions
wore exposed,

itesca County lmd no independent governwent at the time, but
Jack Skelly; now (1941) living in Cohasset, was deputized to secize the
logs for the states The trip was made by eanoce, ‘wp the Mississippi River
from Brainerd; through Winnibigeshish Lake and ints Cutfoot oiscux, thence

o e

by portage to Dowstring leke, soross it, snd down the Big York. For
thirty=four days the traveler did not see a white man othor then his
guide, Joe Bonnevilles &kelly found the entire cut of Caldwell lors

Big Falls and confiscated them for the stete., Thus one thieve

ing timber baron's hopes went giimmerings Traveling was bitter work in

itasoa in those day, and the country wes elmest wholly untamed. OSkelly's

rulde on this trip, Domneville, wae later killed by an Indiane
A PICNBER NIGHET CLUB

George Galbreath had sn experience in early Grand Hepids
suggests the origin of the lew Year party in a modern night clubs
course, reckless hilarity in oivilizatien, sbetted by eutomobiles, far
trensconds the sevage brand, but the Indian youth did pretty well with
the rescurces at his commsand.

Galbreath eame up the Misnissippi River en m steamboat in 1884,
end he beceme enamored of FPokepama Lake at first sight. Immediately he
was desirpus of erossing the lovely body of water and looking around a

ho mede arrangoments to be ferried over by some indians. They
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wore drunk, snd their canoes looked wvery frail for the trip, but they
were carefree and happy and did not seem te worry, so Oalbreath took
courage and they set out,

Acrosa the lake on Moose Foint was a large log house belonging to

Charles lyons, snother Indian, and when the party landed before it they at
=
once decided on a dances A man named Burns, living fa@her down, was sent

-

for and soon showed up with his fiddles e played for the crowd until he,
too, ot drunicy them he fell om his fiddle and broke it in two. This did
not halt the merrisment for long, however, the young Indians hurriedly
routing out a lot of pane and kettles on which they beat with ¢lubs for
the continuance of the dance,
Gulbreath tired of the recket after awhile and went outside, and
the woods, 4o roll up his blankets and get some sleeps
of f with the hullabalco still faint in his ears, but when he
opened his eyes in the morning silence reigned. Vendering, he rose and

]

approached thy scene of the party to find a smoking bed of ashes where

the house had stoods Everything ecombustible had been completely consumed,
in'a huddled group on the ground a short distance awny lay the cele=

brants, snoring in the same deep sleep of exhaustion that precedes the

modern hangovers

Delow is an abridged account of the celebration and parade held
Urend Rapids on Thursday, September £9, 1632, in honor of the completion
of the Pokegema Avenue Bridge over the Mississippi River. It eppeared

originally in the October 6 issue of the Grand Rapids Herald-Review,

“sax Up toward the front of the pargde was an Indian travois.

It represented the first method of transportetion up in this countrye




] 4 .
oo Lhe

simple device used by the Indians
the developmont of Iltmsca County.

N

year old horse belonging to lrss John Fraser of laP
the Fraser great rany yedrs, living out the
his life

"The four=homse team of the old=tire lumberjecks
alse presented an interesting picture,. on the wezont were suth men
walihen, Theodore Dette, and

icAlpine, dressed as these
the earller da

3
«

St £ =
lumberjack

winter each year; but ogn

tam with & tassel on i This
hoadgesr of the

noa truck was cabin

™ .
Yronlks
. Lddi-W

operat ix

e on

value on the water todaye In
im Ferrington ne an old=tinme fur trader.

foots | They were wellsknow

carried some of the implements of their

8]

part, and furthermere they were all real
of the earlier days * »

2
*

-:-;.'L \‘32115. ':C.
{.-‘A f:.t €l f_':,' .’-_

band marched the Indianss
m Indien country, ‘Indians are always int
of several hundred gathered in the Central School ground
dance, They denced with more than usuel wigors . The hat wa
al‘on \ occasions, and the results seemed to encourage
visitors, - Jos Carbow of

(2

ager was the leader of the group of 25 who
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came- downe lHe acted Es master of ceremonies at the dances The orchestra
] .

was the big drumnfaur men beating its The Chippewa danced their war dence
and then they trled s waliz or twos It is easy to see that & weltz is not
a natural Chippewa dances There were all kinds of pesple from the reservas
tions Theore wma one little fellow about two yesrs of ege, three little
girls all dressed up, three young ladies and several older ladies. Whether

\

the older women were the mothers or grandmothers of the littde ones we cen=
not saye 1he men were all togged up with feathers and sleighbells ##+,
“One of the bestelooking of the younger men who participated in
the dence was dressed up in reds On the back of his shirt were some words
and we assumed that it wes this brave Indian's neme in Chippews, Looking

more clesely we decided that the imsoription was decidedly moderns It vas,

*Oh yed‘L says youl"

10 the person who has hever tried to understand the North Americen
Indien, he is a strange and unlovely ecreature s+ his tastes are barbaric,
his pessions ungoverned, his morals loose, end his whole charmcter ignoble
and lows Perhaps, in a measure, all this is true, viewsd from a chair be=
fore the library fire, but it must be remembered that the historisn never
met the red man fac® to faoce until the latter had been debsuched by the
historian's brotherss 1t is highly probable that his intra-tribal deport=
ment prior to his contact with the whites wes es commendable s is our own
social Lehaviors Certeinly the legion of highe=handed orimes which darken
ciiilization would have been neither attempted nor tolerated within any
aboriginal nation of which we have accurate informations - In his reletions
with cutsiders whose interests ran counter to his own, nobllity of spirit

did not pays 4And it wes definitely unsafe, The white men teaught him that,
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It is menifestly unfair even to attempt to arrive at the true
character of a people by noﬂ*ing e few unfavorable characteristics chrenlecled
by men with whom they were at odds, That is en ax parte proceeding, end

.

u%fustifiable from sny viewpointe The men who wrote deemed themselves of
a superior rece, and looked dovm upon the subject of their study. And
they d¢id not place themselves within the Indian's spheres They looked
from without, snd the things they saw were strange, and therefore wrong.
Grandmother's bustle and crinclines would bLe greeted with derisien on the
street todayy the modemrn combination of breeschwclout, siry kilty-wisp and
sprawled bare legs would have arcused indignation in 1860+  The picture

of the real Indian has been relayed through too many eyes, and he has been
L

L eyt
studied at too great a distances Perspective iﬂﬂlﬁﬁkﬂhﬁw/?&f ons looks

straight down a railroad track, his sense of sight tells him that the ralls
finally meet, but his knowledge of perspective assures him that they do
notes In order to see the Indien as he is"ﬁi_ls necessary to get close to
him and take him out of the shadow of the white man's ocasting,

This book contains an account of vieious, drunken packesquaws
whose depravity, unless viewed understendingly, might well turn one against
the whole red races FEut a sluming trip in any of our great cities exe
poses conditions equally bade=-and i1t must be remembered that a huddle of
orowded wipwams contains many of the undesireable clements of the sluma,
Purther, it goes without saying thet the degrading scene deseribed would
never have been enacted in the woods or on the prairies of Aneric%k prior
to the coming of the white mans /A pioture of a Chippewa woman in whom the

evil influence of the white race had been cancelled, or at least modified,

o
by saered motherhood reveals her true character, and ;rﬁvokes gspeculation as

to what sort of person she might have become undey felrer and more favorable
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circumsiances.
In & very esrly dey there lived in Itasca County, at a point

intentlionelly left as indefinite as thé dete, & certain salocon-keeper

wiio bad taken unto himself, and simultanecusly lived with,; three

Chippewa wemens LHeputedly, all were true to him and seversl of fepring
wore the result of his polygemous unionse lie was & very powerful man ,
quick, tough, and a fighter much feared by most of his associstes, Not
excessively quarrelsome among men, his anger {lared quickly at any real
or fancled transgression by his wives, and they trembled with terror at
his displeasures Ihat they hed ample ceuse is witnessed by .the fact
that eventually in one of his reges he killed one of them, dealing her
& blow whioch fractured her siull, The law hed not yet arrived, and
dothing was (one mabout the erime, but the event, as well ae the followe
ing one, has been fully authenticsted,

vne night this squawmen, presumably drunk, foreed one of his
womeni, with his 1ittle girl baby in her arms, out of the cabin end locked
the doors 1t is not known what had aroused his ire, nor how long she had
erouched over her child trembling wt his threats and menacing gestures;
but it wes around midnight when she was thrown ont intc the storm to seck
what shelter she could finds - The temperature wae twenty-four degrees
below gero, and a filerce wind gloated hideously whenever & new wiotim
was delivered to ii from the warmth indoorss The women pes inadequately
¢clad, and in the open death by freesing would netl be long in coming.

€f course, what went through her «dnd is a metter for speculation,
but evidently it wes her intertion to make her way up the river about a
mile and & helf to her father's wigwem, At any rate, when another squaw
told of her setting out in the storm & search wes organized and she was
found on that trail,

Ler journey had ended at & grest hollow log which lay beside the

trails Illsre her strength must have left her, or perhaps she felt herself
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gutcumbing Yo the colds AL any yvate, it wes clesr that here by this old
pine trmk ghe had decided to protect her babe as best she could, and,
weit for
remaved. her scant clothing almost to the last shred
eradlo £ le'in the side of the

T T 4 vy i1l .
BNL BOCBREZNE MUlied on

&
the next, folded the n , bedding over

e BB e} o d g sl = 2~ 9
wie neceesary bofore the corpse could be laid

come to

eme in, and the ne

son in the early

tasks fall to almost

rTy.T
- “ne3 '8 4

exceniion.

eracked heads demanded & large part of ! tion; sm ox, Pneumonis,

3 )

typhold fever and kindred diseases kept him busy at oertain seasons.
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Cases of confinement were infrequent among the fow white women in the
area, and the Indians had been having babies successfully eince long
before lilppoerates distinguisghed Cos,

O any eall north or south of Orend Rapids, Dr. Russell wms
compelled to travel by team, on horseback, by boat, or on snowshoes,
according to the seasen and the locality of the patliemts In winter he

often made trips of fifty miles or more into the woods by sleigh withe

out too much discomfort, but meny remote settlers' cabins aakine” could

be reached only on snowshoees  Dre Russell beetne an expert on the webs,
and if i& rip oalled for thelir use he always set out without fear
or hesitatiom.

Becnlling some of his trails of the poriod;, he states that the
hardest journey le ever made into the wilds on & professional call wms
& visit to Frunk Venee, dt his homostead on the Popple Rivers lirs Vance
Wag very seriously ill, end had sent word by messenger to leer River
Yo summon a physicien as quickly as possibles Dr. Russell wes con-
tacted and he immediately took the train for Deer River, intending to
make the best possible arrangement there for the continuation of his
Journeys At Deeyr River he discovered that Andy Claire wes about to drive
through to the Cut Foot Hioux country by sleigh, and he was able to ride
with him to the end of the treil, eighteen miles from Popples There e
secured an Indien guilde and contirued onm his way afoots

ihe sedson wee late in the fall, {4 road very muddy with a
frogen crust not thick enough to bear one's weight. AL night on the
socond day the nearly exhausted physicien reached the Vance home, and
found that he lad arrived none too sovne Mrs Vince was & dangerously sick
nare

The backwoods dootor in those days was obliged to earry & miniature
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drugstore about with him in order to be able to administer prompt
treatment in such isolated neses; and as daily calls were out of the

y his patient until the eritical stage was

quéstion, he always stayed b
pasts In this instance the derangement ylelded to treatment, and when

v

re Russell coneiderod Vence cut of danger he returned to Grand Hepids
in much the samo manner he had empleyed to reach his patient,
bre Bussell states thet his charge for this serviece was fifty

B

dollars, and that the bill was peld without a murmur cf protest. Two

rellroad fares; the cost price of sundry drugs; four days of grueling
travel on fooljy other hours of ohilly, uncomfersable jolting over a
etump-strewn totee-road in a springless ghs business lost to com~
petitors during a week's absence from the office; skilled treatment
which abated a disabling melady end perhaps saved a life--=fif'ty dollarse.
A modern eity physician would not be surprised that there was no murmur
of protest,
P
Je Py SIME

in important character of the days of big timder was J, P, Sins,
manager of logzing operations for the Itmsca lumber Company. Ie is de~
scribed as & man of exceptienally fine sppesrance, strong, active,
energetlio, and well informed in the ways of the woods and lumber ‘campss
He had a vac¢illating disposition, being the plessantest overseer imaginable
on some days, very stern and severe on otherss lils first words in the
moming disclesed his current moods Always, howover, he was strong for
Jjustioce and falr playe.

Une day a Ureat Northern train, taking water at Deer River backed
inte a trainload of Sim's logs and derailed some twenty=odd cars. The

roar Great Northern caer was lmocked off the truck also, but everybedy

turned to and order was soon restored, A ew days later ¥ins received
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& letter from the Great Northern stating that they were disciplining their
orew with a thirty-dey layoff and suggesting that he do the same with his
mene Sims went up in the aire He shot back e heated letter in which he ine
formed the Grest Northern that no reilroad could tell him what to doj that
ez a matter of fact he was taking the liberty of telling the Great Northern
what to doe He was telling them that, if they did not want him to sue

for fairly heavy dsmages for dersiling his trainload of logs, they would
put their suspended orew back to work et onces

jostion was & splendid cne,

L=

The railroad company sew that his sug
because their owmn crew, whom Sims was befriending, would, of course, be
witnesses in any such sult, together with 5in's mens The Oreat Northern
orew was working sgain next dey, mnd seying kindly things about the ltasca
Lumber Company's scrappy managers

] #*

<
#hen his mood was not too taciturn, Sime could teke a Jjoke on

himself with es good grece as any man in the woodSe On a visit to his
logging operations on Clesyrwater Brook im the early days, a large number
of logs were running down the streems With the evident irtention of showe
ing the boys thet he was still an agile riverman, S5ins ran out upon theme
Leaping from log to log, he got along splendidly for a time, then he slipped
and with e wild waving of arms went dovm out of sight. When re reappoared,
he threw one am over a log, sinultenecusly grabling his watch out of his
vest pocket with the other hande It was sn expensive timepiece and his
aim was to keep the works as dry as possible, Puffing and snorting, he
hung theeg, holding this up out of the water.

Standing on the barnk wes Dill Reid, a welleknown lumberjack of

the time, and to him it was en interesting situations
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"Woll, J« P.," he drawled soberly, "how long were you dowm?"

® L &
LUKMBERJACE RICENAMES
Nicknames were as preialent smon; the lumberjacks as emong chums
at achonl, end there were many whose reasl names were not known to their

best friends. lNlcknames followed men from cemp to camp, snd from year to

year, throughout their life in the woods. These "noms do exe" were usually

born of some personal trait in the subjecty, or some peculiarity of form

or features "Frenchy," "Injun Joe," "Horseface," "One~iyed Pete," and
"Bigfoot"” wore of the latter classs It is casy to understand how these
nemes would ogour to the lumb:rjack minds

"Mosquite Ole" was so named for his long gengling arms and leogs;

" for his Prench name, Joe La Brunj "Pete~the-Porkie," for

"Joe=the=lear,
his heavy orop of stiff, straight whiskers, which stuck out all over his
cheeks lilke a porcupine's quills.

There was one lumbo:jaok who went by no other name than "North
Dakotas" Iis real name was Oleson, and when in his cups he wes always
singing & then famous woods songy “The Swede From North Dekota.” “"Paddy-
the Priest” wes & man of good education. lle was reputed to have been exe
pelled fram a college of theology becsuse of dissipations Drifting into
the north woods he was accepted at face valMe by the lumbrjecks, end became
"Paddy=the=Priest," swinging en axe himselfs Nobody there criticized his
personal shortoomingss "Paddy-the=Pig" must heve been s natural, as it was
epplied to two different mens Doubtless both had suggestive characteristics,
a8 the lumberjack was not strongly imeginative, "larry-theeBrute” was the
name applied to Arthur O'learys It did not sipgnify that he was cruel or
brutel, but came from his habit, whenweer on & spree, of repeatedly yelling,

"I'm a drute, and I howl when the moon shines}"
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"Peddy=the~fosser” wus so called because of his exceptional
okill in roseing loge; end "Wheel-im=Upelurphy” because 1w was so adept
et building a load of logs, before the invention of the jammers "Quertere
Post=kelly" was e crulser, and he was always teking about a corteln quarter=
post which he had located. "Hungry Mike" Sullivan got his neme from his
huge appetites He had a brothor, "Huniry Jim," end e duet at table by
the two war a sizht to beholds

"Pigelye=Kelly" had smell eyes, and he was always squintinge For
this feature he was cdubbed "Plg-Bye" when he began work in the woods,
Afterwards, he became a dartender, and while thus employed oreated ocon =
siderable excliement one day by sheoting Sam Christie (lLemd) through the
chest with a «44 rifle bullet. Sam didn't dle, end refused Lo have "Plg-
Bye" prosecuted; but Pigelye came to a tragic end, anyhow, beirg moved to
sulcide via & dose of laudemm becsuse his pension ¢laim was disallowed
by the government.

"Haywire O'Connell" was a wizerd st mending things with haywire,
and took great pride in his ability to make such repairse Almost every-
thing he owned or used in his work was soon togsled vp with this materiale

The lumberjack was & colorful character. He 1lived his l1ife, and
1iked it; and never blushed for it, '@ind he gave muoh more to the world
then he ever consumeds List him with the soldier, the sailor, the miner,

the cowboy, and the plomeer.

&
Iibbishpogan was a tough Indimns One dsy when he hed been in Grand
s ,

Raplds filling up An liguor, which Indiens were not supposed to have but

could elways obtain with little trouble, he started uperiver in his canoe,

e made osmp at the mouth of fass Erock in the evening, and
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during the night rolled inte hls fires Jweking with his breeches ablagze®,
T4b! iz;h::;;an uttered a tribel whoup end leaped into the creek, but he was
very badly burneds Cne leg, from hip to lknee, was do deeoply seared that
pleces of flesh fell aways

The suffering Indlan could de nothing there to eage his pain, so,
setting his teeth, he assumed e position ae comfortable as possible and
wgited for daylights In the morning he paddled up the brook, headed for
the home of his.sister, Gooseneck, who lived at the north end of Bass ‘akes
He found the lake frogzen over for a distance of eighty rcde out frem shore,
but the ilce wmas not thick enough to bear his welghts A lane for his cence
must be broken through, and he went ashore and secured a heavy club for
this purposes

Breaking the lce in front of his prow, he st length won through
to open water anc paddled across the lakes lere he again brought his
club into piey end laboriously opened a passage to the shores It had
been a long and arduous trip im his pitieble condition, and he stumbled
into his sister's house almcst at the point of collapses

Gooseneck went immedlately into the wocds for medicine and soon

roturned with & quantity of the inalde bark of young tamarasck and pine

¢
trees. Tibiahaogm acoepted the situation as just g part of wilderness

1life where survival depended largely upon self help, and stoically set
to work earing for his burns.

With an old flat=iron and a hasmer he pounded the barks into a
fine, Julcy pulp whioh he mixed with water and epplied tc: the sooked

a
fleshe That was the sum of Til,vbishﬂogan'a mate ia modion, and for nearly

two months this tough Indisn remeined there under this eelf-administered
treatments At length he mede e complete recovery, a feet which has amsged
every white physician who has seen his soarse. Neny patients with lesser

burns have dled in hospitals.
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Ag another instance of Indian hardihood, this same Tibhis‘;;ogan
at one tise became efflicied with en abscess of tlhe brain. He was teken
to DBensl' end two dootors cume dowvn from Cess lake to attend hime They
placed the Indian on a cot in & vecent room of the hcuse and put ix:'un
under an senasthetic, as & very delicete operation was found to be
necessarys The first move wea to ocut g hole through his skull at the
back, and though the surgeon had brought his chisel, he had forgotten
his mallete Yo hemmer was avallable, tut es the dootors were fuming
over this apparent impasse a Chippewa buck strode in and gravely offered
them a monkey Wrenche

The surgeon's initial lock of ammgement gradully clanged to one
of doubt, and then set in an exprossion of grim determinations The square
head on the stationary jeaw of the morkey wrench mede it obvious that one
sould pound with it, enyhow, ard the professional men seigzed it snd set
to worke With taps as delicately delivered ae poseible with so heavy and
awkward an instrumenty the brain wes finally laid beres Then the abdcess
was oponed and, utilizing the tube from en ¢ld hot water botile, drainage
was established through the ecare

The cperation wes a success=--and the patient did NOT dies Within

c
three hours after the doctors had Zone, Tibbiahﬂcgmx wos dovn town in Dena

a
telling his friends why he "feelum kindp punks"

*

TP o
OUGH Vil

The story of the hardy Indian suggests a comparison in the matter of
endurance between the white race and the red, under similar conditions; and
the best specimen to place beside 'I‘ibbishioe,nn for study would be Sem lamb,

better known as Sam Christles
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Christie made his mppearance in Grand Faplds about 1680+ It wes
gemerally understood that he had eseaped the consequences of robbing &
men by fleeing to Canade, drifting back as far as Grand Rapids after the
hue and ery had died down a bit,

Well over six feet tall snd weighing in the neighborhood of 220
pounds without en cunce of spare fat, Christie inspired great respect
emong the lumberjackee lNany feared him, and none cared to do anythi
to invite a blow from his great, hem=1ike fists I!is face was scarred
from many a fray, his hair jet black end always wildly rumpled, his ncse
long and hasvy, end altogether he wms an unprepossessing individual, even
where besuty was not regarded ss a virtue, lie was a very heavy drinker,

and liquor lay at the bottom of most of his troublese Iis sense of humor

wne crude, end it was merciless, whioh, coupled with his flerce expression,

lod to meny a misunderstanding; he always appeared to be in dead earnest,
even when jokings

Une day in the summer of 1888 Christie swaggered into Jim Sherry's
saloon end while stending at the bar made some remark gy, aroused the
ire of Pig-eye Kelly, who had just served hims The little bartender's
anger mounted by the minute after Christie had left as he thought over
what the latter had said, and he finelly told Den Nolean, a friend of
both, that he would give ten dollars to see the big bully walk in through
the door apaine MNelean, not dresming thet anything serious was pending,
thought he saw a chanoce to drew a laugh and perhaps the drinks for the
housos He slipped down by the river where Christie was stopping and
explained his plan to lay a ten=dsollar obligation on Pig-eye Kellye They
at once started back, walking eide by sides

¥hen the bartender locked out the window and saw the two men ocoming
up the trail, he grimly cocked a forty=-four caliber fifle, rested it across

a barrel of whiskey and drew g careful besd on Sam Christie's chests ‘he
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heavy slug tore its way completely through the victim's boj{l just above the

heart and he crumpled up in the path like scwething wet thet had been dropped
theres [0 was carried to Hugh MoDermott's shack which stood near the saloon
end put into a bunks

Orsnd Tapids had no doctor at the time, bubt among the citigens
was an old msn nemed Lewis who lad geained some little experience with tullet
wounds in the Civil War, and he was called in to examine the wounded mene
He said that it looked hopeless, tut he would do the best he ocould, and bee-
gen his preperations for surgery by whittling a hardwood stick down {o some=
thing near the sife of the rifle's bores This he passed through the wound
from ohest to back like s skewer, his idea being to malintain a necessary
drainages This, he averred, would keop the fissues healthy and promote
healinge He d1d not explain how the hole could heal shut under those
conditions, tut perhaps he expected it to heal all around the stick, so
that when it was withdrewn there would be s window clean through the mane
At any rate lewis's surgery was never proved to be faulty, because after
lying spitted for two days Christie was teken to Altkin by bont and hospitalized,
returning to Orand Rapids five weoks later as truculent and as thirsty as evers

Pig=eye Lelly offered his indignent self to the law, but nebody
wanted him, end when Christie returned even he refused to make a compidaint,
He, in common with everybody else, considered the matter closed, and mot at
all out of lwoping with the life of the commnit e

In the yonyr following Sam Christie's remarkable recovery fram the
indisposition naturally ettendant upon the passage through his bedy of a
forty=four calibver slug, that bellicose individusl found himself in trouble
agains  le was working at a ocsmp on ley landing, above Pokegema Falls, when
he got into a bitter argument with one "Helly-the-@ocke" Kelly was the cook

10 Past Af well s i5 Bene, end on this oceasion he pramptly armed himself
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with a sizeable and very sharp butocher-kmife, with whioh he proceeded to

express lis unassuagible displeasures After a preliminary swish or twe,

for distance, he essayod a masterly sweep which slashed Christie's throat

from ear Lo ears The victim went down like a slaughtered hog, and stayed
downe Dlood welled 1ike a fountain from the horrible gash, and the huge
lumberjack lay limp and stille

Kelly=the~lock took off his apron and walked down %o the dem where
he told the officinls thet he had killed Sem Christie by slicing his neck
¢lean through from his Adam's Apple to his back-bones Close tohind him
ceme & bateau bearinz Christie's body, which wes carried around the danm
end placed in a boat to be takenm to Orand Rapldse

Part wey down the river, while the boatmen were discussing the
meles and reoalling sowe of Christie's former screpes, the latter suddenly
gat up end geve vent to the most bloedwourdling yell that they had ever
heard. After overcoming a sudden strong impulse to go overboard headfirst,
they resliged that 1ife still remained in thelr eergo, and began to strain
every muscle for speeds Christie was bloody, terribly bloody, but he was
not deads HMushed to la Prairie, where there was a hospital, his head was
stitched back on snd it wne not long before he was again making the rounds
of the Ovand Hepids saloonss In the eyes of the dootors it was nothing
short of a mirscle thet the jugular vein had not Leen ocute

While he was yet convelessent, Christie stepped into & Grand Hapids
saloon where in a room &t the back & men lay in a drunken sleep. Somebody
quietly informed Christie that it was Lelly-the-Cook snd the big lumber jack
tiptoed back while the onlookers all held their breaths The tough white
men stood & nmoment looking down on the man who had cut his throats

v

"Neke the poor devil up,” he said them sympathetioally., "He's

siok, and he probably needs a drink."
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Kelly=the~Cock was not punished, II Christie didu't cere, the
law dldn't oare, eitheres Officialdem seemed to feel that in most fights
both parties were equally to blame, end if »either dled, everything was
quit:o Eolly went back to his Xitehen when he sobered up, and, when
fully recovered, Sem Christie peturned to the woodse

» w

Y¥ot long efter his losing battle with Kelly=the=Cook, “em Christie
hed & sinilar experience with Al Blackmen, lumberjeck, logger, and pert
owmer of the stopping place known as Tweedle's Ranch, north of Prairie Lake.
Sem stopped at the ranch while on his wey up into the Pig Fork country, and
got into & quarrel over something with Eleclmans The latter must have been
favorably improssged ly Kelly's technique, for he seiged a knife and ocut
Christie's throat all cver sgains And sgain the vital jugnlar vein escaped
the swift bladeés The much-whittled lumberjack was returned to the hospital
like a ripped coat going back to the tallor, only without complaint as to
faulty stitehing, and in due tire he was again sent forth to puszle and $o

fight s

Christie soomed %o expect roaiatnnoa and reprisals in his booze~

born brawls, and to approve the plan of permitting the giveeandetake settle=-
ment of such affaire to be finale lie made no complaint against Dlackman,
and the latter wes not prescouted---not even oriticized.
» ¥

Sers Christie was one of "Sherry's Tigers," the name assumed by the
rough, tough, hard-drinking gang that made up Jarmes “herry's woodsmens. Vo
erow was more robust and industrious, either in the wods or at the bar, and
Christie's plece smong them was near the tops e was teaning for Sherry one
winter in the nineties vhen he got into snother, and his flnal, lumberjack

spats
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Gem took great pride in his ability te handle horses, and was

somotimes inclined to make A light of the claims of others in that regards

Steve HLlcks was enother lumberjasek with a great reputation as a teamster,
and it was thought by eome that deprecatory remarks about each other's
skill led to the fight which resulted in Christie's deaths 4Also, there was
talk about a bitter quarrel between the twe over possession of some harness
parts, At any rate, they fought in Sherry's barn, alone, and Hicks, being
no meteh for his adversery with nstural weapons, solged a heavy woodop
manure scraper and bashed his enemy's head sll out of shapes After
ing him dowm, he must have swung on him repeatedly, as if chopping e log
in twe, for the maxi was barely recognizeble when founde He died within
a dey or two without regaining conselousness; and liicks was arrested and
sent to the penltentiery for s tem of ten yearss = After serving two years,
he was released and came back to handle &1, Powers' horses in the woods,
dany residents of the commmnity alwiys meintained thet Sem
Christie stopped more fights then he ever started. VWhen sobér he wes
mild and Criendly, and always he had a keen sense of Jjustices ¥hen in
liquor, which was very often, unforturately, he was quarrelscme and danger-
ousie Anyhow, he gualified feirly well as sn example of early Itasca's
tough white menes And his habit of drinking to excess was no black mark
sgeinst him in those deyse Nearly everybody drank whiskey when lelsure
permitted, not beceuse they wished to get drunk, but merely as a relaxa=
tion or e social smenity. It was the only form of entertaimment at hand, -
The only escape from the deadly sameness of the lumberjack's dey was
through liquor, his only club, the saloon, the only society, its patrons.

P ! *
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POLTIAR & TOOTH

The Tibbetts family was & very numerous ope, rumning largely to

boys, and helped settle many communitios s 211 the way from Altkin to

Lake ¥innibigoshishe 012 Nethaniel Tibbitts was settled at Atkin bde-
fore the Northern Pacific was built through that far, and thet was about
1870, He hcmesteaded a ploce of land which afterward became the heart
of Aitkin villages Ue begot & numerous and hardy progenye At one time
there wore over 70 of this famlily at Altkine

Jomes Tibbétts lived at Aitkin, le served in the amy during
the Civil War end came home after peamce wae declared with several palrs
of dental forcepss Tooth hohe was one of the trials of the lumberjack
in a new country, as there were no dentiste avallable, and Tibbetts
kmew that those forceps would be handye

it bocsme generally known that he had the instruments,and one
day a lumberjack came to Jim Tibbetts suffering almost unbearable pain
and with his face puffed all out of shapes im looked the teeth over
end selected a pair of foroeps with great care eand & casual show of under-
standinge The tooth that seemed to Le causing the trouble was quite a
large one, so he chose & good sigod palr,

Just as the lumberjack was opening his mouth to recelve the for-
cops, he thought toc ask what the charges would bes

“Dollar a tooth, I always charge,” Tibbetts replied, and et his
patient's nod of sgresment went after the offending molare Peering ine
side the gaping Jews; he got his hold, them took a grip on the handles with
his powerful hendes A flerce twist, an agoniged grunt from the patient, a
period of determined prying and wrenching back and forth by Jim, and out
came the forceps---Wwith two teethe

The lumberjsok locked at them and his eyes bulged as he massaged

his aching Jaws
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"Goddlemiteyl” he yelled, "you've pulled two of'eml"
Tibbetts looked inguiringly at his foroopse
“Well, by goshl” he ejaculated, "so I haveee-that'll be two

dollarsl”

JACE=THE=IORSE

Une of the odd place-names of ltasea County is Jack-the-Lorse
lakes Inquiry brought out the fact that this besutiful body of water
was named for one Jack-=theelorse MoDoneld, end that informetion in
turn provoked curlosity es to how the man hinself came bty the sobriquets

doln MoDonled, born in Ontario, was a bi:, good=netured men of
great strength end skill as a lumberjacks He had not been long in the
Itasen woode before he was made formen of a large camp operated by Eehl
end Verry, in the Pig Pork pineries, and there it wms that he became
~Jack~the=lorge," William Hoolihen, the "Lumber jack Sheriff," is
authority for the story,

(ne day MoDonald happened along where a logging temm was held
up by the sudden sickness of one of the horsess

"Unhock him and take him to the barn,” ordered HoDonald, "He's
in no condition to work."

One of his men tock the snimal away, and the teamster stood look=
ing blankly at the load for & moment, then turned inquiringly to the fore-
nane

"What wo gonna do now, Jaok?" ho asked helplessly.

For answer lMeonald stepped into the slek horse's place, pleked up
the end of the neckwyocke and the trace cheins and leaned to his worke He

spoke to the horse, and the load began to move, the gaping teamster taking

up his dutiee but nearly swallowing his ouk of Climax in his amagemente
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1t was just such an episode d&s would appeal to the lumberjack,
end as would give rise to & commemorative nickname. Henceforth the huge
foreman was "Jackethe-liorse,” and never referred to otharwise in the woods,
The name also served to differentiate betweern him and another John

“MeDonald, not a relative, who lived in ‘the community .

¥When lieDonald assumed charge of operations on & nameless lake,
his men simply tegged it in hie honor, everybody accepted the designation,
and Jack~the-lorse lake is on the mi)p today.

* * ¥
EVERY 50Y  WELC GME

Polities, as a lively topiec of conversation, was & boon to the
early lumberjackse #erhaps they did not thoroughly understend the issues,
but, anyhow, it made talks and soclal converse, to the isolated, is a pre-
cious thinge Though the majority of them cared nothing ebout the oute
come of eleetion, they could while away meny happy hours at the bar ar-
guing and drinking,

During the presidential campaign of 1896 when Free Silver was the
main issue, & group of these cant~hook statesmen were loudly debating the
question in the street before a Grand Repids saloons They had been oiling
their oratorical gears with red liquor and, as was often the caseg, words
led to blows and soon a general melee was in progress.

Jack-the-liorse was standing at the bar inside comfortably taking

his libations when the racket in the street attracted his attention and,

tossing off his current drink,he set down the glass and rushed out,

"Who do I fightl" he demsnded at the top of his lungs as he barged
into the orowds "Who do I fighti"
Promptly a strapping lumberjack, one of MoDonald's best friends

and possessed of the same blithe spirits, stepped up and popped him on the
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point of the chins

"You fight mel” he announced with an air of satisfaction, as if
a bothersome question had suddenly straightened itself out, and the two
went at it as earnestly as the rest.

Now, neither of these men cared anything at all about the issues
of the campaign, nor about which side meérited their supperts Both were
goed natured and full of fun, but both dearly loved a good scrap, end
they did not want to be left out of anything that promised excitements
Fighting was a pastime for menly men, and it was the fight that counted,
not &he cause. BSuch men make good soldiers,

* ¥ »

IE ATE RED MEAT

After Jack~the~iiorse lclDonald married,there lived near his home
another John MeDonald, no kin of hise One days this man ordered from a
local steore some hay, oats and other farm necessities, which were to be
delivered. Jack~the<llorse had done likewise; and in some menner the two
orders became mixed. Among the pgoods delivered to Jack=the-Horse's place
were found the hay and oats ordered by his neighbore A yell from the
front porch halted the deliveéryman, however, before he pot out of hear-
ing and he pulled up his team to listens

"Come beRk here and leave my groceries,” she shouted hotly,

"and take this stuff off my porchl My husband might be Jack~the-lorse,

but he don't eat hayl"

MdDoneld finally quit logging snd went into the saloon business in
Deer River, but he was a poor business men and soon lost all he had saved.

te then beceme a bartender, and was & great drawing=card for Jack Jones,

his employer, for he was scquainted with everybody end was esteemed by alls
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But this was & step that had fatel results.

Une day in 1913 & man came into Jones' saloon before Jackethe=
Horse went on duty and left his wallet and considerable money to be placed
in the safes Jomes acoommodeted him, as he was in the habit of doing
when lumberjacks wished to place their cash in safe=keeping while they
caroused arcund a bit, and then he went off duty without telling Jecke-
the~lorse about the incident., The man returned when McDonald was alone

in the ber and demsnded his moneys Jack knew nothing about it, of course,

O
t the other, because of’Ftrikin; resemblance between the bartender and

the man to whom he had intrusted his cash, thought he was talking to  the
samé mene He beceme enraged at Jack's denial of having received the money,
and drawing & gun shot the pood-natured Jack-the-Horse to death.

» % *

A STERN REBUKE

In the late elghties Duncan Harris started a farm about four miles
southwest of Grand Rapids, and Mrs, Harris can bte called one of the real
pioneer women of Itasca Countys She came in the nineties and went directly
to what was to be her homes There was no road leading to the place, from
enywhere, and but the crudest of trails through the woodse The trip to
the settlement required nearly two hours with e teams, When lrs, Harris
arrived, her husband's clearing was only a couple of acres in extent, but
ghe had the true pioneer spirit, and worked at clearing the land whenever

household duties would permit.

There was a sizeable band of Indiens on Pokegama lake at that time
end they did not really relish the advent of the white people. The paleface
was objectlonable because he homesteaded lands that the Indians had always
used, particularly for making sugar in the maple groves.

The chief of this Pokegama Lake band was named Bobedosh and,

in common with meny other Chippewa of the time, Bobedosh disliked wear=
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ing breeches intensely. Shirts were all right, and he would weéar them,
but pants, neverl

One day the Pokegama Leke band sent their chief over to the
Herris place to protest their presence. Bobedosh stated his case with
all the solemn eretory of which he was capable, but the effect upen
Harris was disheartening. Vithout any sort of oratory, he seized a
paddlgnwont to work on the protesting committees The absence of nether
garments on the Indiian lent weight to the sincerety of Harris's gesture
and ;odedoﬁ% retired precipitately, incensed,and blushing furiously
behind,

Later Krs. Harris learmed that she could repulse a Chippewa
with ease at aany time sinmply by eppearing with e e¢lub in her hamd. In

thelir eyes, to be struck with a stick in the hands of a women was an une

S
thinkeble calamity newer failing of the diroaﬁ results. However fear=-

less a brave might be, he dered not take this chance, even though the

stick were no thicker then his thumb.

A PIONEER HORSE~RACE

in 1889 Grand Rapids was not en imposing community. There were
e few log houses and. stores on either side of the Mississippi; but no
bridge connected the two groups.  Late in that year, however, a small
woodeén structure was erscted scross the streams Just below the site
of the present Riverside Hotel was a hotel run by Charles Kearney. John
Beckfelt's store wes across the road from thet building, and just upsfrcum
was the store of LaFayette Knoxs James Sherry had u hotel where the peper
mill now stands, TDownstream, and on the other side, was the Potter«Lasey
stores There were a few small log houses, and plenty of saloonss A, T,

Nason had e small frame house, which was moved later, snd became e part

of the Fark Hotel.
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Though small, Grand Reapide was up-and=-coming even in those days,
and was the center of much lively activitys The community put on a
Fourth-of=-July celebration in that year, and the festivities end sport-
ing events were held in a ¢learing where the Itasca County Hospital
now standse There was & bowery, and a large proportion of the ladies
who danced were Chippewn squaws,

The feature of the day's program, howdver, was & horse rece.
Charles Kearney, the boniface above mentioned, was the proud owner of
a really good trotiing horses Charles Seelye, another prominent man

-

of the section, had a harness/fhat was just e fair driver, [e was no
race horse, in any sense of the word, but st least two horses are ree

quired to hold a horse race, 8o these two were started against each other,

A track, 1f it could be so called, was laid out among the timber on the

south side of the river, It was nothing more thaﬁApoorly marked trail

through the woods, and soméwhere in its brushy length Kearney got lost.
His horse had speed, but his own sense of direction was faulty, end while
he was flashing through the forest with good money on his trotter's nose,
at long odds, the slow plug reeled along like a water buffalo, rods be-
hings But he kept to the right. road at any rate, and he stuck to it,
gallumphing in finally to win by about twenty minutes over & horse that
could trot rings eround him but couldn't find the rece-track in the bush,

* ¥ P

WHO WAS THIS MAN?

Strange characters and men of obscure identity drifted into the
lumber camps dotting the deep forest in the early days. Nobody kmew who
they were, Abr what, *br where they ceme frome Nobody eould, end nobody
tried to, guess what Bid sent them into the wilds, That was their own

affair, definitely, end their new acquaintances generously judged them by




thelr manner of life subsequent to their arrival. Many, of course,
obviously were lumbermen, trained in the business, and there was no

mystery about thosej but 4 few were Just as clearly awey out of their

2 34 g ‘
element, far removed from whetever career they had been building. Suah

& men was destined to become the subject of the first white funeral at
the eite of what later beceme Grand Rapids,

A Doctor Reberts came to the neighborhood in 1874, though it
eppears that he did not purpose to practice his profession there. le
might have given first aid to a few lumb rjacks, but there i1g no record
of the fact, end he put up at the Potter & Company stopping place for
several months without mentioning the opening of en office or displaying
a shingles And during that first winter he died,

Doctor Robert's body was placed in the warehouse of the campeany
until arrangements oould be made for his burial, but ne one ever claimed
the body, or communieated with Grend Repids in sny way, end it was finally
decided that he should be interred, A grave was dug under a large Norway
Pine on a little knoll back of the Potter place.

There was no minister aveilable within many miles, nor could a
Bible be located in the whole commmity, but lafayette Knox, the merchant,
went back to his $tore snd found a prayerbooke The remains were buried
under the tree with nobody present exeept the few Ploneer Grand Repids
business men who were to the best of their ebility perférming the last
rites for this unknown drifter. One more men whose people probably waited
& few years to hear from him, then gave him up as dead, and never learmed
the time, pleece or mammer of his desth,

The big woods have been oblivien to many men.

2 * ¥
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HE BLEW QUT THE GAS

In the early days when the surveyors were doing their first
work in Itasca, & smallpox epidemiec spread through the north ecuntry,
Whole communities of Indiens died end the viotims were buried in long
trenclies, Often the wigwams were fired pnd the dead cremgted where they

Lese GarAt et o ’
lays The scourge spread to tha<f3f21y.ofﬁrcampe\and many of them were
afflicted, :

A famous old Indian chieftain named Busticogan, and hig wife,
learning of the condition at one of these surveyor's camps and having
btoth recovered from the dieease, presented themselves at the huddle of
tents and took charges These two cared for the white men during their
entire illness and brought them all through after a long and very

severe siege.

News of the service performed by Pusticogan end his squaw finally

reached the ears of official VWashington and somebody in authority de=-

cided that the old chief deserved some sort of material reward. His
efforts resulted in Busticogan being given a whole township of fine land,
on which stood a great deal of choice pine.

A timber baron got his eye on this wealth of trees one day, and
he coveted it with a greed such as nobody in the wilderness but a lumber
baron could develops Ile bought it of Uncle Sam, who, of course, was
Chief Busticogan'e pguardien, and the latter was of the opinion that it had
been almost given away, This very probably was the ecase, but Busticogan
couldn't do anything about ite. Le tried, though, sincerely and persist-
ently, end at length, longedistance negotiestions getting hin nowhere, he
decided to po to Washington and interview the Great White Father in person.
lle knew he had considerable money coming to him, and he had confidence in
the government if he could only get his oamse properly presenteds ' Taking

two Indians along for moral suppor£ in the unaccustomed bustle of travel
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and eity life, he journeysd to the national capitels DBut they failed
hims They were as new to civilization as their chief, and before wrapping
up in their blankets in the hotel at which they had rented e single
room, oné of them blew out Lhe gas.
The Washington papers next morning told of finding the chief and

his twe eompanions in their room, dead, and probably nebody in official=

dom ever Imew the purpose of their visit to the capitals
purp F

Up in Pustieogen towmship is & beautiful lakes 1t was named
S
Busticogan lake in honor of the old chiefy and it lay within hiA domains

He lived there, and 1t has always been believed that he buried the money
he recelved for his tiwber on its shores ‘It is .said that when he wanted
money he would warn his squaw not to follow, them go into the wocds, re=
S
turning shortly with gold and sil¥er. Nobody hef ever found. the cache,
if it exists, but it would be a lovely place to spend a summer looking
for' kidden treasure, anyway.
*® *

Probably the most femous Chippewa Indian of modern tlmes was
old Captein John Smith, who was born on Pokegama lake, nobedy lmows when,
tut leng, long agos The Grand Rapids Herald-Review says of him in its
issue of November 11, 18Z1.

"Mhe first time we ever sew Captain John Smith he wes dressed in
a cast=off brass-buttoned blue coet of a Great Northern conductors. This
coat not only gave him adornment and protection from the elements, but
we understand that it also served as & pass to ride on the Great Northern
trainsy which in the early days were not pratieular in the matter of
collectingiélres from smart men or old Indianss On this day, John Smith

was not only dressed up, but he was drunkes He was dancing sround a lamp<

post in CGrand Rapids waving a bottle of whiskey in one hand and singing
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.drf;-f'ulf

anfﬁwuiﬁnnn. sounding, 'but doubtless & really hilarious Chippews song.

When wé Inquired as to his identity we were told that he was an Indian

3 A ¥ ; .
about B0 years olds  He died 16 years later at the age of 115,

"No one knew how old Captain John Smith really was. LHe did not
know, himselfs There were nd celendars on the wlgwam walls when John
first saw the light of day on Pokegama, but irrespective of records and
essumptions old John was olde “He looked olds Iis face and nose were
wrinkled, HNoreover he was acoompmnied on his trips, end especially when
he was on exhibition, by a grandson who was an old man.

"So whether Captain John Smith was 100 or 116, makes no real
difference. Lo was olds Whatever his age, he looked its And he was
& privileged character in Itasca. le jokéd, talked, drank, and played
a good hand of poker. He lived long enough to have learned much."

L3 * *

THE COUK ON THE WANIGAR

In logging, & sort of houseboat was used for stordge and as a
place for the lumberjacks to eat and sleep on the drive. This housebeat
was called & "wanigan,” an Indian names In it the cook lived and kept
his supplies, whioh 4dncluded a siock of socks and tobacco for sale to the
mens The drive was hard, wet work, often in freezing weather, and the
wenigan was a welcome haven at night. The ceook was king on this craft,
but, if he was a good cock,he mlways stood well with the crew and had no
trouble preserving orders

C. Ms Erskine, old time lumbermen in Itasca County, avers that the
busiest man he ever saw on & wenigan was Fred MeKays, The drive was coming
down the Nississippl and the wanlgan was tied up to the bank at the mouth
of Vermilion brook; just west of Cohassets It was springtime eand the

pike were bitinge 'As lr,. Erskine approached.the boat he noticed a furious
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activity abroad, and discovered Mekay engaged in the dual role of fisher=
man and. cooke He had a fishpole out at one end of the wanigen, and a big
ke#itle of doughnuts frying on the stoeves The fish were biting mwenously.
lokay would take one off the hook, flip the line back in, then rush to the
stove and turn the doughnutss 'Back he would skip to the fishpole, land
another pike, thence, as if stealing second base, back to take out the
douphnutse Back for another fish, and back again to put in a new hateh
of doughnutses By the time he had enough doughnute for the erew, he had
enough fish, toos Then some of them camplained because the doughnuts
tasted fishyl
HOME RULE WINS

The hottest issue ‘in Itasca county's first election, in 1892,
was whether the county seat should be established permenently at Grand
Rapids, or et la Frairie. There are several interesting stories in con-
nection with this contests

lost of the men working in the woods did not care which village
won out in this squabbley but all were willing to trudge many miles thppugh
the woods to votey just for the break in the routine and the chanoce to rub
shoulders with other men,

The lumberjacks of Wright & Davis were allowed to vote in that

election, though doubtless many of them were not legally entitled to do

80, and they Wmlked from their camp into Swan River, where there was a

polling places They hed been asked by Jim Woods, the camp foreman, to
vote for la Prairie, and, not being interested in the matter themselves,
they had agreed to do so. But they were met inm the woods by one Henry Logen
-2
of Grand Hapids, who was somewhat of a nifty,political maneuvering. He
© A
asked William Ho%}ihan, who wes heading the party, where they were bound,

Being told, he inguired for whom they were voting. When told that la Prairie

was getting the vote of the group, Logen went into actions
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He advanced many reasons why they should vote for Grand Rapids,
most of which he thought up on the spot, taking his cue from the reaction
of his listeners. Ie said that la Prairie was owned, lock, stock and
barrel,by the lumber companies. On the other hand, Grend Rapids was
cowned by many peeple and emy property owner had just as much to say as
eny one else regarding the running of the townes That argument made an
immediate hit with the mens The idea of doing as you liked always
appealed to the lumberjack. So William Hoolihan end his erew voted
straight for Grand Rapids, and had a large shere in sstablishing the
capital of the richest rural county in Minnesota.

£ %%
KURDER IN TEE WILDS

In 1896 Napoleon Russel settled in 60=24 in a log cabin on the
tote road rumning through that towmships Nearby on the shore of a lake
lived John Bacon, alone, and farther down the lake lived Peter lickenna,
"One=-eyed Pete" by reason of having lest one oye. One-eyed~Pete had a
bad records He had the reputation of stesling from his nelighbora, It
was said that he would shoot the locks off the settlers' cabins and g0
in and help himself to whatever he wanted. Bacon, bhaving missed flour and
other hcuseholtinecessities, naturally suspected McKenna of having taken

them, and the two were not friends,

One Sunday morning, the Russell femily wishing to go to Grand

Rapids, Mr. Russell ssked Bacon to look after his property, feed his
chickens, etes, until their return, a matter of seversl dayss A couple
of day later, neighbors passing the Russell place found that the house
had been burned to the grounds Arriving in Grend Rapide, they notified
the owmers, who hurried out to the homestead and confirmed the bad news.
In the debris and ashes some bones were found which were taken

by the coroner to Grand Repids, together with a match safe end a knife,
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both known to have Leen the property of Baocsns Under the benes had been
found an unburned plece of ocleth which was identified s goods from Bacon's
Maolkinaw coats S5till further confirming the identity
koy to the Russell thicken coop, was found with the remainss One-cyed=rete
wee at once arrested end charged with the murder of Jolm Bacons

In order to prove thet a person is guilty of murder, the state
must prove that a murder hes been committed, and therein lay the downfall
of the prosecutions The jury found that the evidenee of Be
was not sufficient to conviet, and Cneweyed-Pete was Preed.

whertly after the verdict was resturned, Nekenns wes tallmtively
drunk, and, Imowing that e person ommiot be tried twice for the samo
offenss, his talk was gratifyingly fyanks He said that on Monday morne
ing he had passed the Fussell homebtead and had seen Bacon there cplitting
woods They pot into an argument and he olaimed that Bacon ot
whereupon he shot Dacen in self defense. Then, he
body inte the Russell house, piled wood around

with kerosene oll, and set the building sfire,

His garrq?ty brought s quick reaction on the part of the officialss

lle vos immediately errested on a charge of burning m uilding with a humen
being in it, convioted, snd sentenced to the penitentiary for a term of
séven yearss
The Great Northern Reilrced had leid eome seript on MeKemma's
claim in 60«24, which was covered with waluable pine and wes suspected
of being underlald with iron ore, and while ke was in Jagl the title to
the claim was settleds LicKkenmna sold the timber for $1,960,00 one half
of whioh immedietely went to pay the expentes of his defense end the settling

title to his propertys The balence lekenna received on his relesse from




then, he intrusted it

by the neme of Steve Hicks, Hicks absconded with the

and shortly afterward was himself in trouble, charged with the

monew
money, 4

the tourh white man who 1s:the subject of another

department,




CHRONOLOGY OF GRARD RAPIDS

168E-~1pSalle took possesion of the
shole Miesissippl Valley in the
name of lLouis the Great of France.

1689«~Ticholas Perrot ¢laimed for
France "all the countries and rivers
inhabited by the Sioux." This ex-
tended Fronce's claim to cover the
M2s=aonts Bay watershed,

1744~=The decisive battle of Kathiae,
on M1lle lLac, puts the QJibways
(Chippewa) in the ascendency ower
the Sioux in ell northern Minne-
sota.

1794-<Northwest Fur Company builds the
first trading post in Gtand Rapids
territory on Sandy lake, Aitkin
County.

1795«=llorthwest Fur Company establishes
a large trading post on Leech lake,
and at about the same time one on
Winnibigoshish (then lmown as Winni-
pez ) lake, and another on Star Is-
land in Cass Lalkos

1804~-~T,0uisiana Purchase gives United
States legal title to all Minnesota,
west and south of the Mississippi
Rivers

1806-~Iicutenant Zebulon Pike vigits
Pokepama Falls and Cass lLake.

1816==Congress forbids all but Ameris-
cans to trade with the Indiansj
Horthwest Company interests sold
to the American Fur Companyes

1e20~~General Lewls Cass, governor of
Vichigan Territory; and his ex-
ploring party pass site of Grand
Rapids on up~river trip to Cuss lake.

1832-~flenry Rowe Schooloraft passes
site of Crand Rapids on way to dis-
cover Missisgippi's sources

1836-~Joseph Wicolleot passes site of

Crand Repids on expedition to ex-
plore and map the basin of the Miss-
lssippi's source lelkos,

1842-+~ebstor~Ashburton Treaty establishes

boundary between Itasea County and
Canada.

1840==Minnegota Territory established.
Itasca Counby formed, October 27, to
includ all Minnesota from }1le lLaocs
north 4o Canade;, embrecing present
counties of Ttamsca, Carlton; Koochi-
ching, lake, Oook, and St, Louis and
parts of Aitkin and Cass,

1850-~Population of original Ttasca County
given by U. Se Govermment Coensus
Bureau, 97 souls.

1854~~Bast and West Pokepame town site
laid out on both banks of the Missis-
sippl River at Pokepgama Fallsp plat
filed in ¥orrisen County, the nearest
crganized county.

1856==-Indian treaty with the Chippewa
signed,
Sale of liquor to Indiens banned.
Ste Louis and Lake counties detached
from Itascae.

1857 ==Ws We Winthrop, of 8%t. Anthony,
desoribes Pokegome Falls and river
at Grand Rapids in letter in the
Falls Evening News,

1858~~3teamer NORTH STAR nepotiates
Sauk Rapids, is rechristened the
ANSON NORTHAUP, and runs to within
three miles of Pokegeme Falle, May
55 first steamer to read¢h Grand
Rapidse

1868--TFirst cut of lors on
floated in Mississipri

Polkegama
River,

1870=="0Grand Rapide" first mentioned as a
place name by Captein Houghton after
navigating the upper Mississippl in
his steamer POKREGAMA to the head of
navigation.




187]1==First bullding erected at Grand
Rapids, then generally known as
"Long Rapids.”

1872-=First permanent building erected
end stocked as general store,
Seventeen lumber camps operating in
the area, with 360 to 400 mens
First dem built at foot of Wabana
Lakes
Logging begun on the Prairie River,
Pirst hotel, or "stopping place”
opened by Lowe G. Seavey.
Allen'T, Neson arrives at Crand ‘Rap=-
ids; merries Betsy Drumbeater.

1873==Wages in the woods $16 to $18 per
month «
Luther Brown comes to Grand Repids.

1874~--Nichael MeAlpine arrives, coming
from Aitkin afoots
Lowe G. Seavey appointed postmaster,
July 23, first in the county.

1878==5teamer WHITE SWAM starts regular
serviece from Aitkine C, H. Alsop,
captain.
John Troop c¢omes te Crend Rapids.
Roland I, Hartley freighting through
Grand Rapids on flatboatss

1879==Lafayette Knox brings & hewn-log
building from Sandy lake by boat

1884==John Beckfelt enters business.

George Galbreath comes to Crand
iRapidse

The Horter family, Archie MoDougall,
and 'E* J, Luther arrivé,

1887=«First school opened in small log

buildinge

First highwey eppropriation made and
contract let for. a’road tbo-Fokegama
Falls. ’

Whole county included in Scheool Dis=
trict Number Ome for school purposes.
Lafayette Knox builds a new store
building and warehouse.
AitkineItasca Eoard of flounty Com=
missioners begins to function as a
two=county board, under legislation
of February &6, 1887.

1888=«First farm started, by Duncan

Harriss

First schoolhouse built.

Highway from Grand Repids to Aitkin
constructeds

1889=«Bridge built across the Mississippi

Rivers

Three steamboats in service between
Grand Rapids and Aitkine-the NNDY
GIBSON, the GECRGE HOUGHTON, ‘and
the FAWN "

William L, MNaddy arrives.

and re-erects it as a store building. 1890-~Grand Rapids celebrates the Fourth

880=«Katherine C, Lent, first permanent
women settler arrives,

1881=-=~Smallpox epidemics
Captain Willerd Glagier makes first
canoe trip from source to mouth of
the Kississippi River,
Michael licAlpine buys Lowe Seavey
Hotels

1862~=3teamer ANDY GIBSON built.
James Ross, Ernest Fleming, Jolm
Skelly, and D, M, Gunn come to
Grend Bapidse

1883==Jdohn Beckfelt comes to Grand
Rapids.
First white child born, Hattie
Strectar.
Indien uprising threatened.

Duluth & Winnipeg Railroad reaches
Grand Rapidse
George Arscott arrives.

1891-=Lafayette Knox starts small sawmill,

First choir orgeniged,

First issue of Grand Rapids Magnet,
Grand Kepids incorporated.

Grend Repids made temporary county seat.
First village election held==117 votes
caste

Itasca County organized March 7.

First church built (Presbyterian)

Road built from south end of Missis: -
‘sippi~bridgé-to Pokegama Fallse




1802=«Pirst regular Itasea Counby eleow
tion helds
Countr seat permanently established
at Grand Repids.
Pirst Téasea County Palr Neld at
Crand Rapids.
Pipst rublic lLibrary sbarted.
nlad stone Fotel finished,
w4rst BDank established for business,

1893-=Agitation for mmioipal wuter
gystem,
First Pokegama Motel burned.
et Oatholie church finished
and dedicated.

1804~-"unicipal water system infballeds
Bs Jé Farrell arfives,
Trs Thomas Russell and Dre s He
™le take over the Worthwestern
Hospital,
The first depot burned,
mirst village hall completed.
Dleetrie lights turned on for
first tine.
Segoond St. Joséph's (atholie
church bullts
PMyet issue of Orand Rapids Tere
ald Neview.
Tow Pokegeams Fotel eopeneds
Christmes fyve fire ceuses 110,000
losss

100B««lentral School btullt,
Telephone System started.
Fire Fighting Bguipment purchased.
State Experimental Ferm established.
rleoctric Light and Power plant
bul lt .
Tleven teachers in Distriect Tumber
Mo
Topulation of Grand Rapids, 1,546,
Mret Comoreial Club organized.

1808=-New Courthous ococupied for first
time,
Ttacca Cemetery Association formed.
Cenadian Peeifie buys Duluth and
mMuripeg line, (Duluth, Superior

[

Toectern)s

1897=+T+ Js Luther purchases Crand Rap-
1ds Megnot. :
Sauleems pay cost of villape govern~
!ﬂ.ﬂm.

1098-~5ts Benediot’s Hospital ostablished.
Great Vortheérn takes over Duluth, Su-
perior & Western,
Ce Cs NoCarthy ends graft on loggers'
time oheclks,

1800==Grand Repids Power & Boom Com=
pany formed.
Top wages in the weods §20 per wonth
0dd Fellows Hall builte
200 hioyocles in Ovand Rapidae,

1900==0pand Rapids Publie Library “oard
apnointed,
nerthe Muller firet high school
graduate.

100)==Power dem construction started.
Ttasea Paper Company formed and
paper mill sbarted,
Northern Minnesota Teleaphone Com-
Y chartered.
Contract let for steel Lridge
over Mssissippi River.

1902~=Top lumberjack wages 236 to
$40 per month,
Pirst paper off paper mill rolls
Fobruary 19.
one graduste from high school, Jarvis
rartridge.
Steamer INPNE on first trip, Aitkin
to Crand Rapidse
No liouses for remt in Grand Rapids.
Village markete light plant bonds.
m1liem Hoolihan elected sheriff.
Independent founded.
Episcopal charch dedicated by
pishop Yorrison,

1008=-~Crand Rapids Commercial Club re=-
organi zod,
puilding and loan Association estabe
1ished,
Four high school graduates.
New hirh school ready for otcupancy.

1904-=432 pupils in village schools.
Ae Je¢ Stuart buys Grend Rapids Negnet.
Lon> distence telephone communication
with Atkin eosteblished,
High sehool graduates ome studenmb.
Qgama Hotel opened at Pokegume
lake,




1006==Building erected for Carnegie
Librarys
100 tons freight daily hauled %o
BovVey.
Sehool enrollment 464,
Telephone comnection established
with range towns and Puluth.
Tirst coment welks in Grand Rapids,
Indian agents elose saloons on
Chippews reservation,
As Le lLaFreniore buys Independent.

19006==~Koochiching County detached from
Ttascas
¥ésaba Telephone Company purchases
local system.
Grand Rapids Magnet discontinued.

1907==Road built between Grand Rapids
and Deer River.

1908==liork begun on fairgrounds.
tladstone Hotel bhurmned,
Tirst 0ld Settlers! Dance held.

1909--Twelve graduated frem high
school.,
Village paves eight bhloeks on
Third streets First concrete pave~
mente
School District Number One issuaes
$90,000 in bonds.

1910==Spang and Hoolihan sawmill builb.
The Merry Widow train in first run,
Grand Rapids to rancse towms,
The Creat Northern Railroad builds
roundhouse.
The village hall burned,
The Water and Iight Commission
organized,
The MeAlpine Bloeck started.
The Henry Hughes Block built,

1911=-=Itasca Creamery built.
Bowstring Joe trled for murder and
acquitted.
Court issues restraining order a=
gainst povermment and saloons re-
opened,
Population of Grand Rapids 2,230.
Village improévements for the year
exceed $225,000.
Present St. Joseph's Catholig
church erected.
High school graduates twenby.

1812~~-Five carloads of beef cattle
ghipped out of Grend Rapids.
Sts Benedict's Hospital closed,
Local school enrollment 624,

1913=-5ixteen additional rural schools
bullt in District Number One.

1814=~Wages in woods, §12 to §16 per
month.
Village issued $19,000 in bonds,
Twenty graduate from hirgh school
L:Aes Roseman buys half intersst in
Grand Rapids Herald-Review,
Volumes in publie library number
25485,

1915=~Christian Seience church established.
Indian sgents close 20 saloons in Crand
Repids.
Many automobiles in Grand Rapids,
High school graduates thirty-two.

1916-~5t« Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press buys
paper mill,
The Grand Rapids Creamery opaned.

1617«=Itasca Wolfare Board set up.
Pirst State and First National banks
consolidated,
Home guard organiszed,

1918«=~Ttasca Cooperage Company plant
built,
The last log drive down the Mississippi
River,
Johnson Brothers take over Itasca
Shingle Mill,
The County Hospital built.

1910«-~The high school praduates thirty
pupils.
Village eloses its power plant to buy
slectricity from Northern Minnesota
Utilities Company.
Je Rs 0'Malley purchases Pokegamsa
Hotel from De Me Gurm.

1920~=~Community church built.
Farty~five graduate from high school,

102)1~=Two Re¢ FuDs Roubtes established,
High school graduates thirty-two.




1922=-8chool District NMumber One sells
$250,000 in bonds to finance new
high school building in. CGrend
Rapids.
Women serve on jury for first time,
1928«=Village gots nmew fire truck,
New high school formelly dedicated.
fdgh school graduates class of forty.

1924=-Fifoy-eight graduate from high
schools
Pokegems Club orgeanized.

1925=~Fires in buildings south of Po-
kegama Hotel.
Itasca State Bank opened,
orthland Transportation (empany
formed,

1926==Addition
Sixty-six

0 ITtasoa County Hospital.
graduate from high school.

1927=<irs Blandin sells interast in St.
Paul papers but keeps paper mill,

1928 ==The Great Northern Railroad builds
new depot.

1529==Prasent village
gost of $70,000.
Name of paper mill changed tc Blandin

Paper Company.

hall completed et

1830-=-Mrst National and Ttesca State
banks consclidated.

1931~~Crand Rapids made headquarters for
State Forestry protection work.
New bridge over Mississippl River.
gcontract swarded for conerete road,
Grand Rapids to Deer River,

1932-=3treets renamed and remmbered.
County resort owners organize.
Pig celebration in henor of cempletion
of Poltegama Avenue Bridges

933=-=Truck line established to northern
part of county.
Beer licensed,
High school graduates 108 pupiis.
Pirst National Bank robbed by founr
banditse

1936==Indian per cepita payments
ceass, final payment

$2.40 each.

1938 «-Northwest Pageant in Grand Rap-
ids, Aupuet 2.

1939%«=Addition made to library building.

oyt of town,

goeq into production.

Ttasoa County has a five-day open

deer season for archers.

Public Library has 25,400 books.

1941-=Grand Rapids
Ju ly.

flolden Jubilee in




The following sections of this Look have been prepared by

e Committeo, composed of the persons named and representativesof the
EAFIDS GOLDEN JUBILEEs leta C. Dennett,

Chairman of Golden Jubilee Kistory Committee; George Arscott, lMayor

of the village of Orand Repids; W. L, Naddy, President of ltaseca County

¢ld Settlers Assolationy Allen J, Doran, Nanager of Golden Jubilee

Celebration,

Urand Repids Golden Jubilee, Incs, a liinnesota Corporation, was
organised to arrange for and to stage en elaborate celebration commemorse
ating the fiftieth anniversary of the incorporation of the village of
Grand Repidss - This Corporation was formed by seventeen citigens of
Grend Repids, they having been named by the various Service Clubs and
service Organizations of the villages The officers of the Corporetion
constitute an Executive Committee with full authority to act for the

vorporations These seventeen original incorporators are: Edward Chopp,

iﬁra. Keta C, Penmett, lugh Je Logan, Nort Taylor, Galen J. Finnegan,

=

indersony Mrse Danieol Costello, Carl J, Eiler, 5. &. Heller,
dree Ls L, Huntley, Mrs. Cherles Fogue, C. A, Peterson, *John MoKeown,
¥rse Tose Thompson, 0. #. Saxhaug, George Arscott, L, L. Iuntley.
The officers of Grand Rapids Golden Jubilee, Inc., are:
Ue Ao Polerson, Presidenty Ede Shannon, Vice President; Carl J. Biler,
Sogond Vice fpesident, L. L, Huntley, Leeretary, 5. E, Heller, Treasururs
FINIS has boen written to that old “"feud" between Orsnd Rapids
nd la Pralries The hatchet lias lLeen buried in the ocelebration of Grand

faplds Golden Jubllee. The pioneers of la Prairie are accorded theé seme
consideration as the pioneers of Crand Rapids,

on elected to- fill vacanoy created by death of John MoKeowns




Alphabetical Arrangement of the "Census of Grand Rapids", as of the 30th
day of April; As Ds, 1891, filed in the office of the Register of Deeds
of Ttasea County and recorded in Miscellaneous Record A. pages 272 to 277,

(Wemes in parentheses are explanatory).

Anderson, Louls
Arnold, Frank
Ash, W, H.
Baisvert, Joseph
Beclkfelt; Carrie

(Mrs. John Beckfelt)
Beckfelt, Carrie

(Mrs. Grant Seaton)
Beckfelt, John
Beokwith, George
Beecher, Cus
Beede, Roy
Balcher, Js L
Bell, Frank
Bell, Roy
Berg, Albert
Berg, John
‘Berg, Josie (lrs. John Berg)
Billings, George
Blanchard, Bertie
Blanshard, Cora
Blanchard; Flora
Blanchard, Joseph
Blood, Bertha (Mrs. Clawson)
Blood, Bridget
Blood, lierman
Blood, Mary (Mrss V. He Blood)
Blood, Myrtle

(#rs. Frank Bowden)
Blood, Roy H.
Blood, Silas
Blood, Ve H
Boseck, Frank
Bowerman, Frank
Bowerman, Jesse
Bowers, MNay
Breckenridge, A. J.
Bredenback, Clara
Brice, William
Browman, Dave
Browman, Louls
Brown, Cora
Brown, Effie
Brown, Eliza
Brown, George
Brown, James
Brown, Jesse
Brown, John
Brown, Luther
Brown, Thomas
Brovn, Williem
Browm, Wm.

Burdick; E
Buring, Henry
Burns, EKatle
Cempbell, Trace
Canfleld, Henry W,
Carle, Alice (Mrs. Clark Clay)
Carle, Mrs. Susan
Casperson, Charles
(Swede Charlie)
Castleburg, P.
Castleburg, Mrs. P.
Catherwood, Andrew
Churehill, Bessie
Churchill, Nathaniel
Churchill, ¥rs. N.
Clark, George W,
Clay, Clark
Clough, Emma
(Mrs. James Skelly)
Cleveland, Vivian
Conroy, Pat
Coons, C.
Cosgrove, Jas.
Critz, Lewis
Crosley, Edith
(Ml‘s- Ce Le Bumett)
Crosley, Josephine
(I.’.rs. As Me Ru{:gles)
Cudney,; Lee
Dally, Peter
Darsey, Mary
DeShaw, John
Doran, Charles
Doran, Des W.
Doran,; Katherine E.
(Mrs« Ds We Doran)
Doran, Ids
Doran; James
Doran, Jemmie
Doran, John
Doran, Katherine
(Mrs, S J. Blackmore)
Doran, Loretta
Doran, Margaret (Sister N,
Chrysostam, 0y Se Bs)
Doran, Mary (Mrs. ¥. Ds FEhle)
Doran,Zita
(Mrs. Diederick Wolff)
Dumpsse, Luke
Ellis, Belle
Ellis, Cs J& Jay
Lllis. Ce Re




Ellis, Ney
Elliﬂ, ScF-
Erickson, Eslde
Iriekson, Katie
Ferrin, Chas.
Foote, Ces Hs

Foobe, Mrss Ts (Mrs. Cs Hs Foote)

Fm'd, Vim.
Fuller; Bertha

¥rse Bertha Hayter)
Fullel‘, E. Jo

(Mrs. WeVe Fuller)
FPuller, W. V.
Gallagher, Charles
Gallagher, Edson
Gallagher, Edward
Gallagher, Marrian

(¥rs. Gallagher)
Garity, Nichael
Garlend, Ceorge
Gilman, Cal
Glover, Thomas
Goodwin, Valter
Gordon, Archie
Gorman, ‘Lou
Green, Fred
Grove; Amos F.
Grove, Clara (Mrs. Amos Grove)
Grove, Herbert
Gridley, Walter
Hadderson, Al
Hagen, Nichael (Dutch Mike)
Haley, W.
Hansony T
Harrington, Rae
Harris, Charlie
Hart, Dora (Mrs. George Hart)
Hart, Ernest
Hart, Ceorge
Hart, Henry
Hates, lre,
Hawley, Rhode
Hennesy, John
Hennesy, T H.
Hennesy, Mrs. Ts He
Hennesy; Ws J.
Hislep, William
Howard, John
Hurley, Barmey
Hurley, Thomas
Jackman, James
Jenson; G
Jenson,; Lewls
Jenson, Mrss Lewis

Jensen, Walter
Jenson,Win.
Johnson, Carrie
Johnson, Carrie
Johnson, Chas
Johnson; Charlie
Johnson, James

(Ae My=-Jim~=Johnson)
Johnson, John
Johnson, J.W.
Jordan, Richerd (Mike Jordan)
Joris;, Marie

(Mrs. Prank Ressler)
Eale; Charles
Kane, George
Kearney,Charles
Kearney, Hattie

(Mrs. Chas., Kearney)
Kelloy, Charley
Kelley, Thomas (Pig Bye Kelly)
Kelson, Lena
Kennedy, Williem
King, Bermice
Kiné’:, Hs Re
King, Jennie V, (Genevieve)
Kings M, J+ (Mrs. H, Re King)
Enox; Mrs. Alice

(Mrs. Le Fe Knox)
Knox, Fay
Knox, Julis
Knox,; L. F.
LB.FODd. Joa@ph
Lgrson, Alga
lLarson, Amands

(Mrss Wme H. Lyons)
Larson, Anna
larson,; Arthur
larson, Frank
larson, John
Larson, Iender
Larson; Ruben
Laurence, Frederick
Lefebare, Alphone
Lent, Kate (lMrs. K. C. Lent)
Lowls ,EsRs
Lothrop, Aura

(Irss Roy Trask)
Lothrop, George
Lﬂthrop, Ls Me

(Mrs. George Lothrop)
Lothrep, Ralph
Lothrop, Roy
Lundy, Thomas
Lydiek, Be




Lydick, Charlie
Lydick, Charles H.
Lydick, George
Lydick, Nellie

(¥rs. Ceorge Lydick)
Lyford, Henry
Lyons, Charlie (Red Cloud)
Lyons, Hmma
Lyons, Frank
Lyons, Fred
Lyons, Josie
Lyons, Levi
Lyons, Martha

(@rs. Chas, Lyons)
Lyons, Robert
Lyons, Rosela

(#rs. Geo. We Henderson)
Lyons, Willie
Lyons, Wm.

Lyons, Wn,

VYeAlpine, Anthony
¥oAlpine, Gertrude Emma
MeAlpine, Mabel

(Mrs. Albert Hachey)
MoAlpine, Margarotte

(¥rs, Margapet Taylor)
MeAlpine, Mike
VeAlpine, Stella

(Mrs. Mike NoAlpine)
VeAlpine, Wmn, Js
MoCabe,; Ida

(Mrs. Jack MonWilliems)
MeCabe, Kogus

(Mrs, Robert McCabe)
lMcCabe, Mabel

(Mrs. Chase Pogue)
MoCabe, Robert (Bob MoCabe)
MeCalaster, Anna
MeDonald, Bridget
MoeDonald, Cora
leDenald, Dora
MoDonald, John
MeDonald, Maemie
lMeDonald, M.

(Mrs. Wm. Carroll)
MeDonald, Sidney
MeGuire, Barney
MeKinon, laughlin
MoKinon, M.

Melean, Daniel
MelLean, Julia
(¥rse Ernest Flemming)

Welean, (no first name given)

Meloud, Andrew

McMallen; J« C.
MeNelly, James
Maddy, M.

(1.‘&:'8- Be Ce Finnegan)
Mahoney, Jerry
Mann, De
¥ershall, Michasel
Mayer, Alphonso
Meyer, Alvia
Uayer, Delphine

(¥rs. Alphonso Mayer)
Mayer; [Emma
Mayer, Eva
learow, Joseph
Mercer, Frank
Meyers,George
Meyers, George I.
Meyers, Jerome
lMeyers, Josephine

(Mrs. Geos Meyers)
Miller; Charlie
1itohell, R«Cs
lMoore,; Revs Mre
Moss, James
Voss, William
Muneylr, Guhonce
Murray, Peter
Murray, Thomas
Nason, AsTs (Al Nacon)
Mason, Bertha

(¥rss Tom Stuckslager)
Nason, Betsy (lrss Al Nason)
Hason, Eddie
Nason, Fred
Nason, Jemnnie
Nason, Madge

(Mrs. Ben Bingham)
Neason, Mathew
Nelson, John
Nettleton, Emma
Newman, Ds
Newton, Harry
Nevuex, Damase
Nevuex, Damase (Thomas)
Nevuex, Dalia

(Mrs. Carl Eiler)
Nevuex, Eugene
Nevuex, Ida

(1rs. John Morton)
Nevuex, Joserh
Nevuex, Rosa
Nevuex; Rose

(Mrs. Damase Nevuex)
Nevuex, Rose

(Leona, ¥rs. Pete Billeadeau)




OtConnell, John Simg, BesF,
O'Leary, Arthur 8ims, Edie

(Larry the Brute) Sims, Ritite
O'Neal, Alice Sime, Wallie
Parker, Thamas Sinde, Benjamin
Phillips, Phillip Sires, Josid (Mrs, H. D, Powers)
Powel; L. Sires, Willard
Powers, E:nily Smith, Ce D,

(Mrse TeS. Powers) Smith, Mrs. Cs D,
Powers, He Ds Smith, Frank
Powers, TaSs Smith, Nellie
Pravitz, T. R, Snohebrake, Barbara
Quinlin, Mattie Stilson, O Hs
Ressler, Frank Stilson, Ralph
Richards, Fred Strout, Ben
Ricore, J« Arthur (Shaginawsh) Sullivan, Michael
Rieard, Clara (Mrs. (Fungry like)
Riokard, Peter L. Taylor, Anna
Riley, John Taylor, E.

Roy, Je He Taylor, John

Russell, Robert Taylor, Minnie

Ryah, Lottie T4 Jman, Vs

Ryan, Nary Tompkins; Charles

Ryan, Mrs. T. Toohy, Christopher

Ryan, Tim. Toole, James

StsClair, Re H. Toole, Iuke

Scanlon, John Toole, Ui L.

Scott, Ceorge R, Toole, Nellie (Mrs. M L. Toole)
Sherry, Carle Toole, Nellis

(Mrs, James therry) (Mrs, Galbreath)
Sherry, Frank Topham, H, P.
Sherry, Fred Torry,; GeW.
Sherry, James Trainor, Thomes
Sherry, James, Jr. Tripp, P. S.
Sherry, Mary Trusdell, Henry

(Memio--Mrs. Cs P. Wogner) Tyndall, Alice
Shook, Andrew Tyndell Es (Mr's. We Cs Tyndall)
8hook, Edward Tyndall, Haszel
Shook, Ethel R. (Mrs, Wm. King)

(Mrse. Mort Taylor) Tyndall; We Cs
Shook, GeW. Tyndall; 8.

Shook; Hattie Vance, Anna

(Mrs. Harriet Ratbun) Vance, ¥. L.
Shook, Henry Vanee, Mrs: Fe L.
Shook, F.E. Walte, Cs B,

(¥Mrs. P, W. Seribner) Walker, Charlie
Shoeok, Maggie M, Warner; Charles

(Mrss Ce We Shook) Welson, 'L« U,
Shook, Mrs. Mary Whalen, Lawrence

(Mrses Andrew Shook) (larry Whalen)
Shook, Mey Whipple, Ernie
Shook, Vim. Whipple, Harry
Signel, Flei Vhipple, Lewis
8ignel, Philias Whipple, Lottie

(Mrs. Goos MeDomald) Whipple, Lyman




Vhipple, May

White, Albert

Williems, Anthony
Williams; William

Willi ans, WeWs

Wilson, Dave

Wolf, J.' W,

WOOd, Ce He

Woods, M« A (Pop wioods)
Zind, B,




Alphabetical Arrangement of the "Census of LaPrairie", as of the 20th day
of December, 1800, filed in the office of the Register of Deeds of Itasca
County, and recorded in Miscellaneous Record A; pages 217 to 221, . (Names
in parentheses are emplanatory)

Andarson; D. C,

Anderson, Wrs. Di Cs

Anderson, Ellis

Baily, Ernest

Becktold, John B.

Bernerd, As G.

BOOtS, S. E,

Boots; Mrs. S« Me

Boumaxn , . John A,

Pownman, John As;Jre.

Rowman, Mrss Je As

Brady, Flora

Browm, A. D.

Browm, Béssie

Brown, C« H.

Browm, Frank

Buckley, M.

Buell, C. A,

Burnes, George

Chemplain, Vm.

Chapman, Mrs. Anna
(Mrs. We He Chapman)

Chepmen, W, He

Churchill, Btta
(Mrse Fred Churchill)

Churchill, Fred

Clark, George

Cosgrove, Jack

Davidson, Charles

Deary, John

Deary; Nrs, Mary
(irs. John Deary)

Dee, Josie (Mrs. John Jackson)

Dodd, Henry

Duffiecy, Martin

Elmslie, As M.

Figher, Jas.

Flaherty, Je- 0.

Flynn, I. H.

Flynn, I.Ts

Flynn, John

Foote, Frank

Fordhem, Nils P.

Fraser, Amos

Fraser, Donald F.

Fraser, Grace

Fraser, Mrs. Grace
(1rs. John Fraser)

Praser; Ida
reser, John G,
Fraser, Willie
Pregmont, Isreal
Freemont; Jennie
(Mre. Irve Martin)
Froeemont, Johu
Freemont, Louis
Freemont, Mrss L.
Freemont, Peter
Frenech, Bdwin P,
French, Mrs. Ines

(¥re« J« H. French)
French, J. H.
Fuller, Be Wy
Fuller, Frank E.
Galligher, Ed
Gil11idend, Web.
Gillilend; Mras Wedb
Gloier, Archie
GOdy, E. Q.

(Mrs. James G Gody)
Gody, James G.
Gordon, Alice
Grimes, Mary
Haley, Al
Hannah, Jas.
Hannah, Mrs. Jas.
Henderson, John
Henshaw, Wm,
Herrig, Benj.
Herrig, Mrs. Ben.
Herrig, Mime
Herrig, Pearl
Hoban, Thos,
Holenberg, Charles
Holland, Bd.
Holland, Ed., J¥.
Holland, John
Holland, Meggie

(lirse BEds Holland)
Holms, Jas.

Holms; Mrs. Jas,
Holms, Nels
Hostetter, Morris
Hugeman,Frank
Humphrey, Judd
Hutehineon, A.
Irgins, Tho.
Jackson, Johm A.




Jackson, JoBa.
Johnson, Anrde
Johnson, Ceilie
Johnson, Thos.
Johnson, Mrs, Thoss
Kiekendehl, Herbert
Kirby, John
Knuddson, Cirry
madson, H. Bs
lacey, Phillip
Leaman, Chas.
Teeman; lilla

(¥rs, Chas. Leeman)
Lewis Byron
lewig, May
lewig; Thomes
1i1ly, V.

McMahon, John

MeMahon; Jos.

Melhon, Mrs: Mary
(HI’S- 8 8y I‘Echﬁahcn)

MeMahon, Sadie

MeMahon, Stanley

MoMahon, S«

S,

NMeMartin, Harry

lMcNamara,;

(Mrss As
MeNaughton,
MeNeughton,
VeNaughton,
MoNaughton,
MeHaughton,
KeNaughton,

Bridget

Ee Wilder)
Pe' Ls
Fred

Geo. He
Laurea
Lena
Theresa

McFhelr,; Geo.

Lindbere.,
Lindberg,
Lindberg,
Lindberg,
Lindberg,
1indberg,
Lindberg,
Tindraocy,

Agnes
Caroline
Christini
Lou

Nay

Rs Se

Nr'ss Re B»
Sanm

Iuter, John
veCafirey, John

VoCalpin,

(Mrs; Patrick MoDonald)

¥eDonald,
MeDonald,
MeDonald,
HMoDonald

Mageis

Archie
Vraed.
Ida

J L J.

NeDonough, J¢ He
MoDonough, Mrs. Js H.
MeDonough , Johm, J¥.
VeDonough, Walter
MeFee, Chas.

McFea, Mrs. E.

(Yrs, Chas. McPee)
MeGilvrey, i,
MeCilvrey, Mrs. W,
MeGuire, Ces Ps
MoGuire; Daminique
MeGCowan, Win.

MeIntosh,
YeIntosh,

As
Mrs, A

ligKayv, Franklin

WeKenzie,
MeoKengle,
MoKenzie,
VeKengie,

Claud
James

Vi o

Mrs. W,

MoKinnore; L.
Veliahon, Francis

MoPheir, John
MePheir, Tims
MeTavish, ‘Rob't.
Manin, Costello
Mansom, Drs ¥, H.
Nanson , Mrse s H.
Vanisbon, Mrs: E.

(Mrs. Moses Manston)
Menston, loses
Manston, William H.
Mather,; 0: L.

VYaso, Alma
Mayso, Alphonso
Mayso, Iizzie Fe
Mearher, Ay J.
Nickelson, Mike
¥iller, Tina
Yiro, Joe
Nooney, Arma

(Mrse John VeDomald)
fooney, Bridget

(I;’Irs. de Ae McCar‘bhy)
llooney, Susan

(Mrs, Frank McKeown)
Murphy, Geos
Murray, John
Mishera, Thos.

Myher, Jas.
Nelson, Richard
Nesler, Frank
Nobles, Fred
Noxrton, Ed.

Otis, Tina, (Urs. J. Te Armstead)

0'Rilly, Den
0'Rilly, 'd.
(J'?’.illy, Vrs, Ed.
0'Rilley, Bdward
0tiilly, Ella




Q'Rilly; Jerry
O'Rilly, Katie (Mrs. Al Dixon)
ORilly, Famie
Platt, Carcline
Platt, Chas,
Platt, Jessle
Pla't'b, J. We
Platt, lizsie
Platt, 01live
Platt, Ray
Platt, Willie
Rasmsson, I. Ds
Rav, W,
Rey, Wms
Richards, FHenry
(Venry Reichert)
Richie, Belle
Richter, Barney
Riley; Geo.
Roberds, Alex
Roberts, lMrse As
Roberts, Rosa
(Mres. Bd.W. Sawyer)
Roberts, Tillie
(s, Wme Bovelr)
Sewyer, Thos.
Sawyer, Frss Thos,
Senchmen, Tina
Shew; C.
Shew, David
Shiplanet, Jas,
8ilk, Anthony
Smith, 4 "".fie
Smith; Dan
Smith, Eliza
Smith, James
Smith, Lida
Swensback; John
Taiday, John
Taylor, Emme
T&ylor, Je Ls
Varley. H, Cs
Varley; Ps H.
Varley, Mrs. Ps He
Vaughng Pat
Wesson, Mabel
White, Mollie
Wildery A, Bs
Willis, Wellie




Residents of Grand Rapids, La Prairie and adjacent territery, prior to
June 8, 1891, not included in either "Census of Grand Rapids"; or "Census
of laPrairie”s (Nemes in parentheses are explanatory)

Affleck, Ceorge
Affleck, Jim
Allon, Pre Hs Be
Arnold, E.d.
Arscott; George
Baileyv. Bob
T.‘;akgr, “‘lo t]'BBttB, Sam
Birke, Charles A,
Black, Al
Black, Mrs.Al,
Blaker, Wade
Rosley,; Jack
Bosley; Irs. Jack
Breselmridge, Hugh
Broecl, Elmer F,
Burns, Chris
Carson, Frank
Cagoy,Al
Casey, Patrick
Casey, Mrs. Patrick
Cassidy, Tugene
Cassidy, George
Chisholm, Adelaide
(¥rs. Jacobi)
Chisholm, Jack
Chisholm, Mrs. Jagk
Chisholny Jim
Chrigtieo, Sam
Cochran, Dave
Collett, Fred
Costello, John
Cox, Hugh
Creig, John
Crowther, J; W,
Crowther, Mrs.J. W.
Cullen, Ed.
Cullen, John
Dempsev, Jim
DeShaw, Herriat
(Mrs. VWine Maddy)
Douzlas, Carl Re.
Drumbeater, Chief
Drumbeeter, Peter
Duffy, James
Dugrin, Cornelius (Connie)
Ferpuson, Minnie
(¥rs. M, Morrison)
Finlay, Thomas
Finnegan, BeCe
Flemning, Ernest
Forsythe, Amos
Forsythe, Elsie Jane
(Mrs« Amos Forsythe)

Fraser, Archie
Freser, Donald
Galbreath, George
Gele, Hank
Gould, Jo
Grady, J+ H. (Jim)
Green, Roseé

(Mrs, Jack O'Connell)
Gunn, De Mo
Harris; Duncan
Hasty, Captain
Hasty, Wrs.
Hawlkcins, Wmelhs
Hepfel, John
Horter,;Edwin
Horter, Mrs, BEdwin
Houston, J+ As
Howes, Drs Je Hs
Huf'f, John
Buffmen, John (Polock John)
Joe, DBuekskin
Johnson, Mell
Johnson, Walt
Johnsm , Mrse Walt
Keithley, Goo.W.
Enowlton, Joe
1afond, Charles
Lalond, Dmms

(Mrss L. Bouvette)
laFond, Georgiamma

(Mrs. Geos Thum)
1aFond; Lize

(Mrs. Joseph LaFond)
Lafond, Marie

(Mre. Treffle Carrier)
laFond, Peul
1aFond,; Paul
LaFend, Rosa
lasell, Billy
laurence, Jessie (Miss)
Leeman, Bessie

(Mres Rufus Mitchell)
Leeman, Welt
Loenman; Mrse Walt
Luther, Es Je
MoAvity, Henry
MeDermith,Bve

(wrss Clifford Wilkinson)
McDermitt, Hugh
MoDermitht, Mrse Hugh
MoDonald, Angus
MeDougal, Archie




VoTwen, hagh
MoCen, innle
MoXennu; Billy
Molaughlin, Wne Hs (Bi11)
?.'Ulﬁodg Jim
MeViear, Pred
Vaddy,; Vartha
(¥res Werrem Potter)
?'Nlll}"' ml]-m
Fahon, Tin
Yerr Co e
Martin, George
vaturen, Deve
vetsgery Je Se
loodys George
Neori, Bva
(¥rs. Glen Subton)
Voring GCeorge
Viorin, Joo
Morin, Mrs. Joe
Malline, Neil
mlling, Mrse Noil
aehliae, Jeames
1@&13 :di
Hoal, We Es
Mebott, We Ps (B111)
"'O’bt, :dflar
Hotts, INdna
(¥rs, Thomes Trainor)
Nott, Vargaret (lrs.)
Nott, Viela
(Mrse Avehie MeDougal)
Odell, Mayy
(¥rs. Charles M laney)
4 ':’mu, ka‘{(]
0fLeary, ke
0'Reilly, John Boyle
Patriok, 9s De
Pearsen, Cehs (Bart)
T?QQ’;_’, 1 ‘J{‘,me
Potter, Warren
Tmtt. Ce L:
Pratt, res Cs Le
(1rss WeEs White)
Frice, Harry
Ranger, Agnes

(lirss Arthur Ranger; Srs)

Ranger, Albert
Ranper, Alda
Rangery Alex
Renper; Andy
Renger, Arthurlr,
Ranrenry Arthur,ire

Ranper, Millie

(Mrs. AsVeRichardam )
Richardson, Ws Es (Bi11)
Rigchland, Poter
Richland, s, Poter
Ropers,; Dan
Loss, Jemos
Russell, Napoleen
Pussell; Irs: Napolécn
Fuecell, (deaughter)
Rugsell, liszie
caman, Arthur
geaman, Carrie (Vrs, Saundors)
Seamén, Lyman
Seaman, Mery

(:1'5. e Be 4 awnn}
Seaman, Cs Bae
Semman; - Truman
Soavey, Franlk
Seavey, Janes
Seavey, . Love
Seavey, ire. lowe
Seaveay, lLuey

(Mrss Tuey Ot¥alley)
Seeley, Charlie
jedley, Irse Charlie
Seelye, Charles E.
Seolye, Mro, Clarloes E.
Seelye, lagrie A,
Seelye, Sage
theors; Harry
Sime; Jde Pa
Skelly, Jomes
Skelly, John
tkelly, Owen
Smith, P11
dmith, Clark
Spangelo, James
C‘thm’ Bd
dtevens; lvrs, Bd
Ebovens, Fred
Stevens, Lulu

(}rss: Righardason)
Streotay, mttle
Strecter, Scphie (Irs.)
Streotayr, M.
Troop, Joha
Tucker, Ierb
Tweedle, Iank
Wekefield, Joe
Vakefield, William
Wallace, Charles
¥allace, Mrs, Charles




iallags, Harry
Wallase, Joeo
Vallage, irs. Joe
armer, s Cs
"illieme, Betay
(18, Detayesnille=Gnith)
A1lman, Fred

inng B1lly




Individuals and ‘emlly groups, beceming residents of the Village of
Grand Rapids subsequent to June 8, 1801 (the dabe of the incorporation of
the village) end the end of the cenmbury, with the approximate yesr of arrival,

The roader will realize that this list is not complete.

To make a

camplete list of all arrivals at Grand Rapids during these first ten years of

the life of the village would be an impossibility.

A sincere effort has been

made to record the nemes of those individuals and families who came to Grand
Rapids during “these years and whe remained for at least scveral yearsy a
supreme effort has been made to record the names of those whe, having arrived
during vhese years, are still residents hereabouts, or whose descendants are

numbered among our eltizens of today.

Aiken’ Chas.is and f&mily-.--....lBQE
Anderson, Frank.:issisesssssbossnslBob
And@rﬁon, GUBas v onasnusnnsivenss 1892
Arno, Nels and femily vecsesssss+1898
.Austed, Te Je sagaesienanesuesinelOnd

Baile:\,r, Ee Gavsvnesnnsss ssavinsslBO8
Baker,ChriS..--.-.-..----------..1898
Baker, Fisher:i.svessasssuiieesi- 1894
Barna, Metro and family .late in.1801
Barnard, John and family..«ssas+:+1895
Baskerville, Professor.siccesess..1896
Baan’ v. LC G.nd f&mily.......--..lsgs
Ball, Claude. . ..sssssssv: sanenes 1008
Bemis, Je and family..coseeiecss«1897
Bennington, Mrse. J¢ Bs (Crandma).1897
Benton, Thomas A. and f!mily-.---IBQG
Benbon, JOhN: . .issssssiisisesnss 1098
Betts. TheO. - s s ée% s l.....--.-legz
Betz' Leo J« and family..--:.---.1894
Bilo&eﬁu. John..--....-..........1393
Blenchard, Tuffle and family...«:1894
Bolin, HoYmAN..s«ssasssssssnssssslBOB
Booth' BO S. G.Ild f&nilyu-.--o:.-lagﬁ
Boo'th, G(iorge....................1894
Boo’bS, SQ Fe md f&mily..........lﬂgﬂ
Brady' Te Me and family eesevsssalB04
Briggs, Aes e and familygu..-.- .1895
Brock. Andy and family....-.---..1892
Brooks, Bert and wif@..ssssssnsss1809
Brooks, Milo and fﬁmily;.--.--...1894
Brown, DrsW. P. and wife(dentist)1896
Browm, Hughio..........-.........1894
Brm. T. A.'l."0'...".’.'..-'.1895
Buchanan, Clarent@......essvesss:1896
BuEHGman, F-T.&nd f&mily......-..1893
Bullis, OeFs and familyeess:er-«1604
Burke, Edward and famlly.......:«1898

Cable; Sem and family.cevisssesinslB807
Cameron, Dominic and family.......1893
Cameron, Peter and family......+..1898
Campbell, John and family......ss.1893
Carvier, TReffloe. . ivisivitesssoan 1S
Carroll, Bs Ty and family.........1698
Chambeérs, Dave (Wigger Dave)......1895
Cha!‘nley, Nﬂlav-ono-c--tt-cona-loalsgﬁ
Chﬁse, o RE i binrin dekais bt sinve 1008
clﬂir, As Be (AﬂdY)o-.c--o ssssnanlBOB
Cloug’, HarOId and family-..-.....lBQQ
Cloutier, Ed. ard femily.cieeesees 1892
Cochran, lrs, Dave and children...1892
Connell, JameBissssesessss  .ses+41894
Coons, Ceorge and family...eveesee1895
Courtemanche, Louis and wife.. ...1896
cm"George E....UO..-.I..OQ._.'0"1893
Craig, Mrse John..-.--......--....1892
Crundall, R.S............-........1894
Crepar, Thomas and familyeess -¢..1896
Culver, Wim. and familyescessssvesss1898
Cushmen, Fraunk and mﬁily-ioot- s+ 1898

Danby, Professor and family......+1897
D'Anjou, Luke and family...seseves1802
Dawson’ Mikeu............- oo--511894
Decker,; Je¢ Je 6nd Wifo,esceseseiselB93
Dalnpaey, William.............-.u-1895
DeShﬁW’, Williamssssencenssntnesins 1808
Dewayy; GOOrZOsssvsssssssnsasnesesslBOS
Dibbart, Willliams sessdvsessnnnsealBOB
Diockinson, Charles H. and wife....1804
Dodson, ROBScssscvesssissossvssseslBB
DOlph. Joln and wif@,veeeecees 9421896
Donchuay Je Re and wifeeissenonesel898
Dcuglasg Ce H.-.-.............-.--1896
Douglasy ROY EiseessocovansssaneselB02
Duffy, Mros JamOS..esesvsssvsesseslBO2




Ehla, Dre Be JesvonavssnsessavsnnslBid

Farrell‘ Es Js and family-.-.--n.i1894
Faulkinghor, R.We and familyces o0 +1805
Fearson, GeorgGsssiassssnsasessanedB0d
Finnoss, Clessioresnevsinsinsinne tB08
FOle, Peter and fﬂmily.-.........1892
Forresty CeWe and wifBe:vsenessesel808
Fﬂrtiﬁr, Wmne and family.-.‘¢0u¢o001894
Frcestonﬁ, Frankovssosvasvivens ke 2898
Fullﬂr. Was Je and fhmily...--.....lBST
Furlev,'ﬂlirad HesusosssnabsinneselBO8

GamaChﬂ, ReveFathoressseesvisssrneslbfd
Garris, Arthur A, and wifosiseesss1899
Gilbart. Dr.George and fﬂmily.--..lBQB
Gilbert, W.Cs and femily.,(Fall

0f.ess 1891
GilbOG, Me Lassnssvosnossssitssireelfod
Guitar, Mike.isesssbasvsnbniniaianliBeh
Gunﬂ, D. m. and Wifa..............1892
Graffam, He Fe and Wifeesssensesss 1802
Grant, Frankssessoevaissnsssasssns 1896
Grean’ }."rank'....-............-...1892

HaChG?, Ed. and fgmily}oolcc-|.l.01895
Ha::r:]-er’ Cl’las.'............."..‘.'1895
Harry, JoS8@esssssses{Pall of)eesslBOl

Harry, Orrfcsescessasienssensnnnes 1897
Hastings, CHESssesrssassssnssesssenlBOB
Hazslton, Harry.---.-...--....-.;.1893
Heideman‘ R. “lo..lol!.ll'l..‘ll.llsgg
HEJ]IHGL", Joseph (Joe)............u1892
Hepfel, Mrs. John aand ¢hildren.

(Fall of ).+s1891
Herschback,; BdesesssissssnsnessesalB00
Herschbagl, JO00svsnvansharweeisennidO0
Hewls, Sylvester....g.............lQDO
Hofer, John and fﬂmil:‘!-oo;oooooot|1893
Hcfer, Letisdavsnamnnsbvadnie b snhi0N
Holman, Wa D 8and wifOsensssseassslBid
Holum, Ed, and wifovsssosssnssnnsslBO
HOOlihan, Nilliam........aa.......lBSZ
Fuﬁhﬂﬂ, ﬁenry..........o.........o1892
Huntley, L.Wes and fﬂmily.--.-..-..lSQB
Husone. s Se and family---..-.--..lﬂgz

JaOESOH, CoRunivnssvavasnsssnsssssiB0D
JﬂQQbiﬂ, Gcorge.....--..-.-..--.-.1900
Johnson, Aupustesssssnssiviveens e 91893
Joh}.’lson. TJ’CnI'..'."."...........1897
Johnnon. Eds and conSesssssssnssss 1B
Johnson, Edwin F, and family......1892
JOhﬂSdﬂ, Fels and wif@ssssssssanspl8id
JOhnsou‘ Je Ee and wifessesessss+41854
Johnson, Tony..-..-....o-.........1894

Keable, Eustis and fanily.ieeeess41893
Kelly, CalusosonatsovonsovosnnseelBB6
Kelly, Williamesssoosnsonansnenes 1893
Kennedy, Sandy and fumily...-nu1894-
Kiley; Eo Co And femilVessasssseelB03
King, Fs As and family.{Fall of).1801
King;ston’ 'ffillimn S..Il.-ll...-..lags
Kingston, Te JeineesoovtnossrnenreslBi8
Klenke, Frdd and wifeesessonsssesl808
Knii'fen, Frank and family...n.u1895
Kremer, Arthurssesonesnosssenns 41892
Kremer, BeAs and family.(Fall of)1891
Eremer, Feorge Fe and family.....1895
Kl‘ibbB, AeBevavsntsnssvsncnnseesslBib
Rurtgman, Jake and WiLesasnenineelB892

1alla,; Matt and wifessescsceoanssslB9B
Lana. Dugh and fﬂmily-.-.--....--1895
Lang, Frank Sessecsssasesssssnsss 1808
LarSOH, EdesssnonsesansrioavsisnslBOT
lasier, Joseph and family.ssssessl894
Leahy, Me As and fumjly"|000.'oola93
Leary, JOhNsseasvessssassenaseeseslBOB
LGG, Sam (Chinﬂm&n)OQQQQOOOOO-OO-1896
Lehman, Williﬁm-u-cn-on---u'¢11001894
Lessard, Gilbert and familyessss21894
lLeVasseur, Aes Gs and family.-..-.lQOO
Lieberman, Ben...........,...-...1899
Lindb@rf’,, As Fe (Al)u....n.un1899
Iitchke, Enil and fmmily....--..-1892
Little, RobertOGltoio-tooocntto..1894
Lofberg, John and familyessvssseslBO2
lozan,; EdeesssssesssnvessessnnsealBOb
Logan, Henry and family......-...1892
Long, Jonas and familysssvessessslBfd
Lord, Bob and family.........-..-lBQ?
Love, JameSssssstensisasvscssnnss 1899
Love; Samuel and familyecscsseses1896
Luthﬂr, Ve Je and fumily...,.....1894

MeAllister, George.-........--...1898
Mcﬂllistar, Relde and family--...-1896
MoCarthy, Ce Co and wifGesessss.s1802
ﬁoCord, Ce H--.....--...;.-.....-1895
MeCormick, Frank and familve.ess.18908
MeCormielk, James and familys..s..1897
TbFall, William and wifessssssseslB0B
VeGarry, Ps He (Pat)..{Fall of).+1891
}fcﬁm;ﬁn, ?’d.....-.."......-.‘..'1892
Fcﬁugh,T- As (Tﬂm).otoiic-oovoooolega
EOKEy, Froflis it civasnevisessiissilog
ﬁGKEOWn, P Jo (Frnnk)....--.....IGQB
HeReovm, Wl ('Billy)......... +44 18093
NeKinnuon, Dunc and famlilyv..eses+41896
HCNulty. HUgh.....--......-.-....1395
MoVeigh, John and femily (Fall of)1891
lMoWilliams, Archie and wife.,..«.1895




MacKenzie, Reverend D. Avesaven vd307
MacLennan, Re Do and fomilyeeses 1894
Manness, John and fﬁmilﬁ'.n-ou.otnlagg
Marr, Mre., C. He and children,

(F&ll Of)oolagl
Martin, BillecssosawsossnnsaspseslBOS
Martin, HuEh........-...--w..oo.01893
Nartin, Irve.-.-.....m........-.-1893
I,:’erritt, Hullett C..............-IBQE
Metzger, ¥rs. Je Se @nd children.1892
¥ilanev, Charles, ssssesssssssneeslBOB
?‘iller, CeCs and fﬂmily....u.-..lBQS
Mitchell, As Acsescssinesons eees1896
Mitchell, OrinsssesessnvesvensseslB08
I.“Ohr, JB.COb..-.-.-ulcl.c.ntut'.c.ngs
yontealm, Avila and familyeeeeessl897
Montt:alm, Dave and fMlly vispesed808
Mooers, George We amd family...es1895
loran, Se Js (SGM).uo'-o-o‘ccoo.llgg7
L‘orrison, Mik@oo.-ncooo-nociootuolsgg
Myers, We Ee (Billy) and family..1892

Nelson, 'Alice (Mrs, Bert Wileox).1808
Nelson; John X '(Long Hair J00)..+1892
Wesbitt, Jack and wifesiisssseesslBOR
Nolan, Joe and fmnily.. cosaninyn 1896
:‘Eutter, Cs A, and Wifc.-----.-o'tlsgs

O'Brien, John and '.Vj.fﬁ'oll-looo-utlags
O'D&y, JOBOph-qu----oottu-ooou--olse‘i
O'Donn511, Js P and family......1892
0'Halloran, Pe and Pamily....sseelB894
Olin. Thomas and f&mily.-u....--IBQ.‘!
Orr, Nathan J--ou-------oooocaooolagz
Osborne, John and fmilyCQCllilO.1894

Patridge, Benjamin and family...«1896
Passard, James and WifeessaveeseelBOl
Patterson, Fe E....--...-.....‘..(.1‘898
Patterson, Re M« (Rob) and wife..1894
Pearson, Jim............u....-u1896
Pae.ve}r, John*........-...-..-....1900
Perreault, ¥, and family--...o.n1895
F’Grrin{?\ton, Vfﬂlolooo-olo-.oco..-¢¢1894
Phillips, Aleseseesassssnsnsnesnes 1806
Phillips, Carli.sseonsinovnvsanonsinpd
Pinet'te’ Lou:ls.‘ounu1000110-0-0101898
Ploof, Tes Fe and family.--.-on..1895
Poepkﬁ, Frark and f&mily-u.---..1892
Polley, Bruce and familyessscaeselBOR
Pcmti, ¥s and fmily....-....-...1894
POO].G’ John......-....-...-......1892
Preseott, George and family..ess+1896
Price, Frank F, end wif@seesss ++1895

Proulx, Joo end familyisecesssseosslB93
Plltne.:," Dr.-AOI.ID‘."‘o.ll.ﬁ..l'l!ﬁlags

Q’uQCken‘O‘lsh, “‘A’:m.oo--nn-lblclicu-'1.1896

Racine, As ond familysccecesssseesslBSB
Ranfranz, Ilomy-.......-..-.....-..1898
Ranfranz, Ott()--u-os---qoodconooo--1{397
Rassmussen, ElMore svscassssssvsaesslB98
Reed, As ko (Ab.)...-....-..-.-...-1900
Remer, Ee Ne and fﬁlﬂily;------o..o.lgm
Remery; We Pe and f'amily....-.......lQOO
Richﬂ.rdS’ Grﬂn‘tquuo.n-nlni-uco-IODOl]-ng
Richardson, Hs .‘BJODIOI".O..C..Illl1894
Riddell. George..-...‘...-.-....-..1894
Ring, Mrs. Celia and deughterssss«+1897
Robinason, George and femily.essses 1897
Rﬂmﬂns, Jud and f&mf’llv.-.‘..-...-o.lsgs
ROO‘G, Ls Re and familyu-n-..u.uIBQZ
Rosser, Dré Jo Ce and famil:f--.--..1894
Russell, Drs Thomas and wifseessss.1803
Rust, ElivesinscasesssssssnsneonsseslB

salter, Andy...-...u..u.-.....-.01895
Sandre*csky, We J----vocnooooao----01894
Sawer’ i"ﬂ‘@orga-oOlO‘onoolivoc-btooolagﬁ
Schumacher, Matt end wife.ccssvsssslB09
Shannon, Da‘.n.................-...n1897
Sh&nnon, }{u@hn--nccotQGUQGOOC-c0-011893
Shﬂehﬂn’ P. JQ and wife ---ua.o;o-¢1892
Sheldon, C!.rl....--.....--....-....1892
Sheldon, Frank Po.n-noouc-oq00004301892
Shoaff. Te IF-.-...............-.o..1895
Sinnett, John Be and fem! 1}';-----..1894
Sis].er, A. I"'. and family.....u..u1892
Spanp, Ife Lo (T.Hatt)...-........o...lBQZ
StorOh, Dr. C. We and Wife....-..-.1895
Stram, Fa.rtin...nn..-..-...-.....1900
S'brouse, John and ohildren......-..lBQ'?
Sup!‘ise, Prank and f&mi}.y-.--c.pOO-1894

Taft, JeWe and WilO0sssnaanssssnnnaslBI7
TE\Y].DI', e Ms and I‘amily....n...uli’-QS
Tﬂit, Cornelius and W‘ifeo..uu-...lags
Tinkey; Henry and family...........lBQS‘
Todd, Professor and familyessecsssas1805
Tooms, OSGB.I'A--.u-n-unoo-oo-oaoo--n1894
TTOIﬂble, Alax..........--.-.......IBGS
True, Je N, and W'lfe.-...u.u.--..1895
Tuller, Geore_:e.....................1893
TU].IBI', T‘anr’y and wife....uu--..-1895
mlley, E.‘lijah and fﬁﬁlil_‘,f'oocoo.lollsgs

Unger, John and Wifeooooccooucnoctclags




Vipond, George and familysesssees 18985

:-.-EJ.{'HOP’ He As and W'if(:.-aaaouoynalgco
”'F‘rd. ::G‘.'lnco-ccuotvo-.-.-0:0-0.001?‘[“7
wason, Jo-ﬁ-.otooo5--&0..--..;0-..01892
L:"OQ(.., ile ./‘........................1895
V’""(‘i:_ll()"", QTOEH‘L!IC!'II!l".l..l....]-a%
"-ATC':Q:.'{;ZC].; Willism and W'ifﬂc-.--aa-lsgs
Whaling, John and f-‘.‘-!"‘il}’.ooantooolﬂgﬁ
Theaton, JY.CI'\_?:/'--onvooc...ulnulantlggz
wheaton, Willioamesossnseniananee 1808
White, As Pe and Wifﬁ-c-u-o-o--.olﬁﬂ4
Wickhom, Ceorgees cesssanansnsnsslBBO
williems, George 8. and family...1894
villiems; ]rﬂ.!';"})'.....n...ooooo-nna1893
Withrew, tarry and fomilyseeseessl890
‘ﬁﬁ;.{.lﬁﬂn, Ede and f:':lily.........nlagﬁ
oodruf'f, Vre. Corrie.sessssseseslBd7
Woods, Fd. and wifesssssssssssessl1B94
'\'.Ouds, Tmf’ and :Vif@-ocovttultoollacjs




Words and exprescions originated 1in ]

Birling == rolling & floating log swiftly
by surmeunting it and propelling
with the feet==log rolling,

Boil-up == ymsh clothing.

pulls (yoke of bullg) -~ oxen (yoke of
o::fm).

Mmall-puncher - ox teamster,

Bulleocok == man who did the ¢ ores around
the comp, ocut the wood, heuled the
wnber; and swopt out the bunk housé,

“Punch 1t" == quiteo the jobe
Punic e bado
Punk-house == gleoping quarters.

Camp=inspector -« worlowmn who made a
very chort stay in oaumps

Camp=reporter «- same as Coamp=inspector,
Cookeeo == goolc's helper.

Coolc=oamp == Building where the food wus
prepared and serveds

Cook's~dovil == same as cookeo.
Corke == oalks ugsed in driving shoes,

Croashaul =» a stub road at right angles
to a logring road used by loading
toam working with orew loading
logs on aloighss

"manrle dowm river" -~ leave the drive,
quite the drive.

Doacon-gont == bonoh in bunk=house bullt
along edge of bunks,

Drive == to float loge aoross lalkes and
down river.

Driving-atage == water in lakes and rivers
of suffieient depth to permit the
drivinge of logn,

CGLOGEARY

orthern linnesota Logring Operationse

Yorty == a forty cere tract of land or of
timber,

"give'er snoose” - arply the power, "pive
her the gun"y

Go~dovil ~= a two rumner sled made of three
vieces of timber, two crooked stle!s
fastened tozether in a V shape with ome
ticber asrose sarving es a sleigh bunk,
used for skidding heavy logse It hed
no tongue or pole, no roll, and no shoes
on the runnors.

Growl=house == tosmaterts bunk-hounes

Gubt=wagon =- wagon used to haul out
lunghes to men working on the drive,

laywire == no food, or worso.

"Haywire and pumnysack" e everything
FONG WIONSe

Handyman e« man who did the weod work
in wuilding and ropeirine sleipghs,
"Odmu' WOQ

Hooker <= ground man on & jemmer loading
orew.

Iron=burner == blaskemith,

Jommoy - a mechanioal device for loading
logs on cars or sleiphs, powered by
horses or stemm.

&
I..‘ozkn we 107000,

log=nrench <= a ganthook.

"Make teor out" == a lumberjack's wmy of
telling the clerk to make out his tine,
that he is quitting the job.

Maggle=loader - bunk with ond toward the
deason=seat, and entered thru the end
rather than the side.

liosobag <= gmall seelk used by man working
on the drive to earry his Junsh ine




i4x me up a walk" -~ same as "Make e Swinp=dingle ==~ & 1191' for a ::'o-f’.cwils
gongtructed much like a po-devil, and
used by hitching bohind, to malke a
v e 2 - 2 ol T 3
Push == the boss, commonly ealled the Yory loose joinbed sleiche :sed in
forenan. the full and spring for hauling light
loads over rourh mrounds

N
out",

River-pip == a man working on the drives

Tail=down == to rall loge dowm a skiduny.
Road-monkey == man who kept the logring- _
road in repalr. "Pin-brrrr" «= Look oub, tree ready to fall,
Tumine the sieve" == culling the less Thorofare =~ a narrow bhody of water, oftem
efficient workmen out of a arew a stream, comnecting two lakes, or con=
when the sige of the orew could noeting « lake and a rivers
be cut dovms
Top loader - pame ag sky=hooker.
Rutwroad -- & logsing road with twe ieed
r“tf‘: for th.l, runners oi‘ 1;1-1@ 10“«-'.'-11“5 'L’I’O\l.’ﬁf‘,-rmd - 10?“1!‘.&' !‘Oﬂ{’ Of Solid 106.
sleich 56 8lide alone in. with shoulders of ice, o shaped that
S — ‘ ; it resanbled a long continumous trough.
/ Rutier -» heavy machine, dreym by horees,
Z nade to cub the rubs for s rub-road, TUrn == a trip fran the woods 4c the land-
. ing and back, o round trip,
Sacking - on the drive, rollins logs out

17 - - n
of shallow water into deecp waters Van ~= short for

Tarwran” e
Sackinr-boot == flat bottom dost used in "elker -- traveling superintendent in
sacicddng operatiomse charpge of two or more compss

Sehoolarm == a orotohed lor. Palking=boss == sume as Walker,

Skinner -~ tesmobter. anagan == floating camp housing men
working on the drive,

Sky-=htoker == the top man on © log
loading crewv, pngan =« stook of elothing, tobasce, eteo.,
kopt on hand for sale to oraw,
Sky=pllet -~ e traveling preacher, any

clerevman visiting the carp. ood=butcher == same as handyman,
Slough=hops ~= river pligs.
Snoose == smuff,
Sour+iough artist -= a codl.

Stomach robher —- same ag sour-douzh
artict,

Cwemper = worlman who out the limbs
£7 the loge and cleared the
skiddins treil,
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