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+ Knox were three pioneer business nen who-have passed away.

There were some well known lumberjecks at that tines  Mr. Me Donald
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particulerly remembers Frank Orent end his severel brothers.
Grent wes one of the strong mon of the early dayse OUn many Ocossions

e - [ . ] ARG | ¥ -Tam @devns e sl 3 13 e ne ] &
e used o demonstrete the strengon ne possessed in his hends end fore-

arme- larry Grant, oue of this early eroup, Hr. Mo Bonald still believes

is living in Chisholm but all the rest of 1

those early days were fough they were honest, The lumberjacks

sleep, when the hotels were full, on the saloon and lodging house floorse

They made’ considersble sums of money on thelr purses but no one would
8 the yeers pessed on thersa w chang this direotion,

and gsmblers, tinherns snd thieves tock the place of an honest group

of men whose chief fault was an easy expenditure of hard earned money,
In 1898 John !Mc Doneld snd Mike Mo Ipine purchesed the

at Hibbing, whieh M fonald operated for two and

Ho t0ld this property snd returned to Grand Hepfds, Dure
lived for about three vears at Vashweuk. ! e Donald

16 now nearly 70 years He was 19 when he first ceme into the

G H. House 10/31/40
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builders in CGrand Rapids would be

ntioning John Lofberg, for he has contributed much

in practical building From the earliest frame

CO1)e=

back in- 1894, up to the prescnt time, he has taken ev

years of

ol years, being eémployed ‘as

‘then he ceme to Grend Rapids in 1893,

were still smoking, ss the building

years,

opportunity for e builder

{ employment,

ONCTACT

fhornton FPlace,

VENTH SUI'éeTe JaN TEL Cime

this was 3 the woods, and

0 be cut to get in the material. George Kremer became

I

building at years the firm of

Lofberg and Kremer togk contrsets and

OUne of their
first contrects was e

replaced

school was laid in cencrete,

character,
dent contractor, lr. Lofberg erected the first

permanent

tate farme These included barn, dairy house a




1937 = continued
root: cellars and the erscti 8 windaill with en 80 foot towers
Penderzast wes in charge of the state farm then,
of the institution after the stete purchesed the land,
One of the most Interesting pleces of concrete work ereoted
iry Lofberg is considered by him to be the immense root cellar on
nd Farm, esst of Fleetwood, There is no opportunity for excavation

as the water level iz neer the surface, The conorete

they hardened. so ditches we dug, and

end these used ms a foundetion for

¢ was {irst proposed for Grand Repids, concrete was

to favor for that purpese. - Large amounts: of wood block

paving were being used in other towns, and some members of the villege

couneil here wanted to use wood block in Grend Repidss The late Ne

Remery then & member. of the. eouwnecil, discussed conorete with lir, Lofe

s

an Third street is stil] in excellent conditions lNr. Lofs

berg did not get this contrect, even though he Bid on it, tut did a lsrge

lot of paving afterward, including Pokegema aveaus, Second street; and
of the conerete pavins around town,
concrete paving, ¥r, Lofberg went to the manufacture of
congrete blocks, end used them extensively in building
One of .the largest buildings constructed with this materisl
the dairy barn on the Sisler farm east of towns Numerous other
bulldings in this vieinity are alsoc constructed from these ecomorete blocks,
Never afrald to tackle & job becsuse it loéked ha

became known es & house mover. He hed numerous oontracts of thet chare

acter, the largest bullding he ever moved being in Boveys This wes a
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two end a half story frame structure, 48 x 74 feet in sige, and it
was transported without diff'iculty.

ihile econtracting end bullding made the summer season pass
quickly, there was little mctivity in the winter, so lr, Lofberg ene
geged in loggings He was & partner with Mr, Kremer in this venturs

for two or thrse winters, then alone., Ie run camps in the woods for

18 winters;

sometimes near Crand Rupids, at other times ss far away
as Shovel Lake, One winter his .ofew lsnded over 3,000,000 feet of
pine,

Sew milling is the next step after logking, and John Lofberg
graduated to this work. He operated mills on Pokegama, at Hiley leke,
north of Bovey; end at Crystal lake in"Grand Rapids, A large amount
of lumber used in the new town of Bovey was cul at the Lofberg mills

Included in the eonorete work which stends as a sort of
monument to Mr, Lofberg's industry are nunierous bridgess Some of these
are over the Swan, others span different streams in the county, On none
of them has he done es many bridze builders do, cast his neme on the

conerete face of the bridge, to indicate by whom it was erected,

G. 0, Hause 10/?1/40.
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in the velleys neer
river to &t: Louis on stesmboants. It was

carried on board by roustabouts, some of them negroes,

other laborers, = Iir. Welters made one trip to Ste Louis

(¥

soon enpeged in more: profitable occupation, that

) - 25 g i F5- v 4
B3l 0N 0 C f X 8 On vne

for several yearss

‘hen logeling was started in Wisconsin and Kimnesota, log rafts

up -at Stillwater and floate the Mississippi to Ste Louis,

whore the logs weére sawed: This was a well paid

job, for expert river-

ould hendle the big rafts in rough weter, were in demand. Tents

mén lived there for the whole trip,
which took
Golng to Mimnespolis when that city wes but a small frontier Lown,

alters. signed to work on a survey pariy plotting the route now fole

lowed by the Nertherm Pecific acdross North Vakota, and

by teems Because of the dsnger from marsuding bands of Inidians, for this

years before General Custer was killed by the Sioux, not a hundred

of where this surveying perty wes te work, regiment of troops,

thousand in npumber, puards, - Several hundred head of cattle were

teken elong with the party to serve as a frosh meat supply, with cow boys

to handle them, All supplys were henied in wagons, and the party worked
under constent militery guard, ! ‘ulters wes driving one of the suyp 1y

wagons on the entire tripe.

The survey party ren preliminery lines frem the present site of

Bismark, North Dal kota, @cross that territor:
as where 111*n"s is now located. Prushes

ry, ond ‘inteo Montana as far
{L 1 the Indiens were not at all
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uncommon, &nd though a few of the survey pdrty were killed and scalped,
¥r, Yalters suffered no harme He returned to Minneepolis the following
winters

ihen lend was opened to homestead ermtry in Ottertail county, the
elder lir, Walters, with his femily moved there, locating not far from Fere
gus Fallse It was from thaet plece that Andrew Walters moved to Itasca
county, He confesses himself e newoomer here, having moved
about thirty years agos

Mrs, Walters died six years ego, just -after the famidy had
observed the sixtieth wedding snniversary. There are not many living
descendants, as there were but two sons borné - One died in childhood;
and the other is Frank Walters of La Prairie, Andrew Walters lives in
town, having & room at the Heppel rooming house, as he desires to be where
he csn enjoy his frequent walks to the publie library end other places

around towne

Incidentelly, ¥r. Welters is a reguler reeder of the Grand Repids

He eld Review, beginning lo teke it when he {irst came here some thirty
yeers ago, and remaining a constant subscriber since thet times"

G. 1. Heuse - 10/31/40,
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"Operating the govermment of Itssca county wes & much different

job about 40 yesars ego than it is todey.

e Js Farrell was olected county suditor of Ttasca county

time the waluetion of the county was about §3,300,000,
ergte the government,

et that time but m ) d end bridpe purposes. That
brought the county

The three thousand dellers for roads and bridges in the earlier
days did the simple work thet was required for: that t? was
little roed work whieh dould be dome., For a number of years the only
roads in the county were the Prairie river road which wound its trail-

g wey to:the north and the state road which went toward Aitkin through
Splithend and which generally followed the Mississippi river to the
settlements further souths It was not necessary to maintaln these roads
for automobiles and sometimes the task wes given up in summer. The county,
which them included whel' is now Koochiching, spent about as much for highe
ways &8s it would cost to build a'm 3r g0 of 'more modern road in these
days of

the earlier days the county commissioners did not spend very
ime pondering petitiona for
settlement of the county inoreased. Inst h r gbout petitioe
for roads, the county board put in much time granting petitions for dams
on the rivers and creeks of the county. The waterways were the main
arteries of transportation for the only commodity in which the county wa s

then interested. Logs were floated nmorth or south on the verious sfreams.
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dams were necessary. To get the

obtained m the county board. To investigate mnd grant

<

petitions was the prineipal duty of the board for many years.
T 1 -~

In those earlie ] the county had sone real

managenent of its courtss That wes in milage of jurors, witnesses

publie ficials For many yeers there was but one way {o

Internetional Fells ; to Orend-Repidss . That was

to Winnipeg, thence down to Crookston end thence east to this community.
> journey wes, as Mr. Ferrell remembers it, 562

the milage ra it the county over 3110 to bring the jurors to the

county seat, or for the expenses of the county missioner who lived at
o 9 o

T

E. J, Farrell come 68 e young man to Superior,
ceme there-in 1890 with a brother That wes in the boom

he lakes. , In due time he became clerk at' the Commereial Hotsl

Superiors One of the guests at the Hotel was Dr. Ely who was a leadi:

G &

regident and a strong enthusiast | ;he possibilities of Grand Rapids.

1894 He advised Mr. Farrell to come to Orand Rapidse Thus in 1894 the community

secured a new resident who beceme e¢lerk of the (ledstone Hotel ! h wes
operated by D. . Dorsne

" 3

irand Rapids wes an active hotel town in those ‘earlier dayse
The Pokegzema was built by D. M, Gunn. The Gladstone, across the tracks
and two blocks west was a substantial hotel. ' There was rivalry between
between the two hotels, both business snd political. In 1896 Jir. Doresn
beceme sctive in politics and during that time E. J. Ferrell was active
in the mesnagement of .the hotel.

A young men in a hotel in the earlier days had a good chance to

become acquainted. All kinds of weunlc, from loggers to lumberjeeks, came
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"In the early deys of this section trensportation was much
more difficult than todays There were no reilroeds. There were no
hirhways, The only time when oxen, and later ‘horses, could be used
was in winter when the ground, swemps and’ lakes were frozen,

Before the days of good trensportation considersble activity
wes cerried one. Timber had to be cruised. There were those who were
seeking for minerals and carrying on exploration works, A fow hardy settlers
had bepun to appears
was needed, Mail must be carried,’ When horses could not travel, or
travel by water wes too slow or ineonvenient, then it was that men made

packhorses of themselvess' ThHey did it for a businesss

In the esrlier days of Orend Repids seversl men lived in the

comumnity whose sole busineas was that of packing for wagese Jimong

them the best known was Jim Dempsey, Ie packsd for many years to cemps

end other places near and far, e was & mighty packer strong and active,
Strange 1 It mey =sem,; the professicnal packer were not large

L

mens As e general rule; they were small rather bige They were strong,
The standard load was a hundred poundse TIry that on the back. A hundred
pounds is not a record weights, But it is a good load for e walk through
the woods end swemps and up and dovm hille It was edoptéd as a stenderd
because it was sbout as heavy as could be handled.under the diffioult
conditions of the early timess

sometimes the losds were very hiavys A packer once went out of

Orend Repids with a cookstove om his backs It is recalled by H. D. Powers

that the stove must have weighed between 200 and 300 pounds. Ilow the packer




Grend Rapids Herald Review, Wed. Dec. 16, 1938 = continued

ever got such a clumsy thing upon his back end kept it there was a stunt
which was beyond the understemnding of those who were not in the business.

An’ important thing in packing is to properly assemble the materials
It was usually tied up in cenves or a blanket end strapped to the shoulders
end gnother strap went over the forehead, Then the journey begane.

The Chippews squaws were famous packers of the early days. This
wae particularly true in cerrying material from Cutfeot to the Bowstring

4

et Ingers The gemersl route for cruisers snd timber men wes by boat up the

-

iississippi, through Winnibigoshish, then into Cutfoot and Little Cutfoot,
The material would be landed on shore. There would be much of ite  There
would be canoces snd duffle of a1l kindss There would be many pounds of
food and cooking end camping equipment of all kinds,.

hen the material was landed the Indians would gather arounde
Then there would be dickering for the packing of the material through the
woods for the four or five miles to Tngere. . The bucks might might be in the
negotiations for the pay, but the women did the works The money require=
ments were small for the smount of work to be donee

The Indian women were strong and willing end did almost unbelieve=-

of

able stunts in packinge. A cuse/io geuge shot gun shells weighs about 75
poundss A husky squaw has been known to cerry two ceses without apparent
efforts Several trips might be needed to take all the material, but the
work would be done easily and willingly,

The Chippewa women were not always pemceful, They would quarrel,
especially when drinking, and they cerried long and very sherp knives. These
were used on meny occasions with very bad effects,

The early Indian was strong for booze snd many of the women not

unlike their more modern white sisters, were cragy for liquor. Ome hunte-

ing and camping party at Cutfoot had & time that none will forget, Jome of




Grend Rapids Hermld Review, Wed. Deces 16, 1936 « continued.
the Indian women became drunk end started to tear down the cemp in
search for more liquore, There were two gallon jugs in the cemps One
of the party made off with one jug and hid it for future use. Another

one was broken by the white men bdefore the Indiens could get it. Seo

erazy were the squaws for liquor thet they put their mouths dowm to the
ground to get all that they could of the liguor from the broken juge

The packer filled an important nevd for muny years. Even after
the railroad ceme he was needed to take materisl to outlying points,
After the country developed the professional packer went. But the pack
sack still remained to be used by nesrly every homsteader and as s symbol
of a new country,

The eerly packer wes a hard working mans Judged by the stendards
of his day, he earned pood weres. He filled a very -important part in the

o

early life of the commmity,"

Gy H. Hause 10/30/20,
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this coming Februarys.
was a boye Dy the time: he g 21.years of age
become a canp foremen,. ' He qui he. woods when' he was about

In a half gentuary ol rity 1 Duffy s

the end of spectaculsr logring operat

véry similar to thes
Ontario.
youth was spent down in Michigan where he entered
voods and how. to swing an & It was there that he re-
first reaponsible pc i zing operationse
It was ‘& long time ago that Bliss & Elliott, early
Northern Minnesota, failed and James Duffy was called from
of important logrzing operstions at Barnum. He stayed there

Crow Wing county.

ffy followed them. .  He came into

county ahead of the Buluth & Winnipez Rallroad end has been here
& vEs

NGO,

For the larger part of hi if he woods

Dwyers This firm later beceme Poweérs & Simpsons
Powera, Viell known to the earlier residents of CGrand Rapidss

was a successful logpger who closed up } perations. Northern liinnesota

sy 4= - - |
rith some money and
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It was with Powers &

of logsing experiences. [He saw pgreat changes in logzing operstions,

2.

Then he first went to work in this. section it was with Oxen. He had

]
i

70 head of these snimals at a camn on Penace “akes When secson was

over he went to the Tirn and extressed

too glowy, If sn ox team got stuel s st there

againg He demanded hs and he got then The second winter he got

>

in more logs with 24 then had got in the previocus winter with

= &9
o

The travelers on pavement are familier with Snowball Lake, ju

3

past Calumet. It is now rather hard to pieture that Enowball !
one frinpged with the hesaviest of timbers It was at Snowball that
had the largest camp that he had ever operated. In it were to be found

140 men and for several seasons Mry, Duffy put in up to eight or tén million

from Snowball or nearby cempss These logs we

shence they went south down the Swen River to 't}

the Shevlin saw milling interests at

A

Einneepolis, Again lir, Duffy seys that he didn't believe in big camps.
P w o -

o thinks that a logging cemp should mot have had over 40 to 5O men so

oo™
that the work of all may be cereflly superviseds Vhen cemps are too large
there is a waste of tim and money.

James Duffy was an enthusiastie Tog:-ers He put in long seasons
at ite ‘'He would go down with the drive, perhaps spend a week or two in
Minneepolis, and come right beck to Orend Rapidss In the
there were dams to be built, snimels to ‘look after and hay to be cut, He
opéned his camps in the fall as early e8 was possible and didn't leave
agein until snother drive was reedy to make its way down the Mississippie

In the last few years of his logging experiences, Mrs Duffy worked with




”
- e
~
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Duncan Price, well known Grand Rapids logger, who had extensive operations

in what is now the northern part of Itasoca countys

Naturelly Mre Duffy knows the lumberjack as

3

1

He hed a great edmiration f'or the

gs Tom Robinsom, Bob Hartley, Jaeck MeCormick smud Frank Grant, who were

excellent men in the woods end who later beceme camp foreméne  The old=

time lumberiack was & Cansdian or a man vho migrated {rom
o

#aine or Michigen to the woods Minnesotae

the logging cempse Mre Duffy sald they were good men.

veriety of men ceme into the csmps e

I Ll i
end th ras  that trouble

required much more work to menege and supervises

Jemes Duffy doesmn't blame the old time Jlumberjack for drinkinge.

He smid in those days the food in the logging camps wes none too good and

constituted e most monotonous diet, There was little

terest the men of the woods gxoept eir work whi

peep of .dawn until n

ALl

to have a change they

took advantage of
this direction, the old-time lumber jack

respect for ability, energy and s trye

Heuse 10/30/40.
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Ps 1. 301. 1

"uch has béen sald and written about the large amount of haule

[ A

ing done in the old logging days, both of logs and of supplies,where snow

filled the woods ard all transport was on sleighse - Less is said aboubt the

tote teoams drivem through the wilderness where there was no snow on the

transportation was by meens of heavy wagons, drawn by four or

lapids was 'the headquarters for a great deal of heavy haule

logping camps were supplied, and in some ceses it was necess-

5
[

heul in large quentities of provisions and material before the ground

beln

froze:in the falls Next came mining operations on the

until the Duluth, Missabe & Northerm reilroad was completed to Coleraine

o

ovey, all freight was hauled from Orand. Rasids to the two new towns

and their mines.

Grand Rapide Herald Review

ieds July 29, 1936 Vols XLVI=4

Pe Y Cols 1

Heavy mining machinery, great pumps te carry off the water en=

countered in opening the Canisteo and Holinan pits; thousends of tons of
oal for use in steam shovels end. stesm drills, supplies for thousands of
men, all were hauled in wegons from Orend Rapidss The road used led out

east {rom Grend Rapids, then north rast the state farm, or the route where

the grade was recently ilmproved by Grand Repids towmships = Prairie was

erossed just below the Tdlls, and the old road, which followed the top of

a natural ridge, led out to Colereine end on to Bovey; tl wn first starteds




Grend Rapids Herald Review, VWed. July 20, 1936 « continued

Jundreds of teams were used in this work, and any individual with
& strong pair of horses and a good héeavy wegon wes sure of a job, Louis
Pinette, now living in Grend Rapids; took a contraet to land a large amount
of coal into headquarters st Boveys The coal was dumped on the ground at

Grand Repids, then loaded onto wagons or:sleighs, depending uponthe time

>

R

ef the year, end transported the eight miles to Boveys This work was all
right in the winter, but beceme a nightmere when spring thews mede the roads

Where one loesd became mired down beyond the power of
the teems to extricate it, the next driver, unable to get past, was hound
to esslste Bad mud holes were corduroyed with logs, which kept the wagons
from miring, but added nething to the smoothness of the road,

oads were bullt with ge little lebor aes possible, ' They were

rough and orooked, turning eside to miss & big rock or e tree, and veers

ing away from the steeper hillss In order to protect the drive , and keep

=

him from being tossed out and his neck broken, ingenious scats were conw
structed: OUne favorite was secwred by abtaching two hardwood saplings to
either side of the front part of the wagon, with the seat placed scross
the projecting ends. Leather thongs helped keep the driver from flying
into space when the wagom hit a’rgek or drepped into a chuck=hole, and
the hardwood poles gave the seat the necessary spring,

Crand Rapids Herald Review,

Wed. July 28, 1936 Vols XLVI=4

Pe 1, Cole le

Passengers were hauled from Grand Rapids to Bevey in specisl

buckborrds, designed to afford some relief ageinst the rough roads,
Men, women end children, all who went between the tovms in sunmer had
elther to ride in horse drewn vehicles or walk, which some preferred to

-

dos = Two women once took passage to Bovey in buckboard snd when some little
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Grand Rapids Herald Review, Wede July 29, 1938, -« continued

distance from town had sn umpleasant experience, The wheels dropped
into a deep hole in the sea of mud called a road, and when the driver
poke sharpley to the horses they gave e bound, pulling so quickly that
7 snepped the evener to which the singletrees were attacheds The
driver followed the teem into the mud, then informed his passengérs that
he would have to walk to town to get repairs,

The weather was hot, flies end mosquitoes swarmed in clouds a=
round the hopless women, as A pitiless sun beat down upon thems Shade of
trees neer at hand looked inviting, but they were marooned in & sea of Inee
deep mires Finally one of the women, declaring she could stend it no longe
er, tucked up the long skirts typiocel of the late nineties, snd waded a-
shores The other followed, end-they awaited the return of their driver
with ‘more patiences Upon their return to Crend Repids, one of the ladies
was heard to remark {hat she would not go to Bovey agein until she ocould
travel on e train.

When the Duluth, Missabe & Northern road was completed to Bovey,
supplies were hauled in from the easts Soon afterward the Orest Northern
built from Kelly Leke to Gumn, and both pessengers snd freight were hauled
by rails There still remained a large smount of lauling to do with tesms
to supply the drilling outfits, and to get supplies out to places not yet
reached by rails, and thousands of horses were worked on the range for a

number of years, until frucks and better roads mede them no longer necessary,’

3. H. Heuse  10/30/40.
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"Testimony soncerning the virtue of the older days is usually

mixedes

The early conmunities were filled with mloonss. In the back end of
every one of them was & ganbling teble or two. Frotably a soore or
more of men in the earlier days of Grand Rapids rade their living from
cards, played honestly or dishonestly as the occasion reguired. But
the men who gambled would not steal end those who earried currency were
safes

The lumberjack was preyed upon by & large mumber of men. Some
gold him booze. Others took his money by cards and dices. Others stole
his money from his trouser or shirt pocket when he was drunk and asleep.

Leer River es well as Grand Rapids, had its professional thieves.

Charley Grant was one ©of thems NHe worked inwarious saloons et Deer

Rivers Iiis record was not goods lighad robbed sn Indian woman at Grand

Rapids end received a sentence of a vear et Stillwater. He had served
but about two mouths when he was paroled and returned to this leck of
the Woods.

Strange as it may seem, every one knew Grant's business, yet he
was allowed %o operate on the drunken lumberjacks. DBut on the night of
Hovember 30, 1900, Charley Crent met his tragic, and as was then s aid,
his well deserved end.

Paddy Purke was ¢ lumberjeck who had earned or acquir-e-:l some lit-
tle money. He was drinking it up in Deer River when Grant fell in with
hime Grant tried severael times to extract some of the money when the

men would roll around the fleoor in friendly or drunken brawls. Burke,
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during the course of the day, went to another place in town and took
some of his money from his clothing and'hid it. THe kept ¥16 on his
person and it was not long before Crant had tem dollars of that,

Towards evening Burke got tired of being pursued for his eoin and
tried to slip eway from Grante But Grant followed him end before long
the two men were drinking together in the bar room of the Northern Hotel.
The bvar was filleds At leest a doze:s mer, some of them prominent in the
business life of Deer “iver were in the saloons Included in this group
was the village marshell. Grant had just tried to take some more money
from Burke. Burke resented and threatened to fights The men moved
towards the back door. There was some socuffling, ' Suddemly Durke drew
a gun and shot. The first shot was wilde The second shot proved fatale
The third went through Tom Lurray's eyebrows The fourth shot did not
demgges Orent dragged himself out the dack door to die. The marshall
took charge of Purke. The sheriff was called. Lswyers for the accused
man were rushed to the scene.

For some weeks there wus all sorts of discussions FPublic sympathy

was largely with Burke. Few people reelly liked Crant and few any real
: was

respect for his method of meking a living. The trial/held at Grand

Rapide with Judge MoClenshan presiding.

Witnesses for the defense testified as to the good character of
Burkees The prosecution showed that he had served within two days of a
five year senmtence at Waupun for nanslaughter. Various witnesses wore
called including lom Jurray with he elipped eyebrows One Charles Fine
nick was & 7 ood witness for the defense which argued that Burke shot

only to defend himself against a thiefs Finnieck sald that Crant had
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bregged thet he would get Burke's moneys ' 1{ seemed that Grant took
some pride in his profession and talked ebout it to quite a number of
peoples That did no hdrm to the case for the defense. It appeared

that meny witnesses thought thet Grant got what he deserved.

The jury went out and deliberated. Quite a number of people now

living hercebhouts were on the jury or heard the trials. After sometime
the jury reported that it could not agrees The judge sent it back for
somemore thought. 'Finally, sfter 24 hours of oonsideration, the jury
reported thet it would free Paddy Burke of the charge against him. The
public pathered and there wes quite & demonstration when the jury re-=
ported.

The killing of Grant doubtless had its effect mupon the profession
of deliberate steeling of money from the pockets of foolish and drunken
lunberjackss

The truth is-that the older days had their good and bad men, heroes
end roughnecks+ The reputation of the lumberjack is genmerally one of
high honer. - Meny of those who lived with and off from him were crimine-
els and thieves. The older residents of the county can name' a dozen men

who followed the same profession as that of Charley Grant."
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“If Eo J¢ Luther of Grand Repids wishes to see what his handwrit-
ing of a half century isgo was like he can look at the records of Itasca
countys In the courthouse at Crand Rapids, sre books in which he nade
entires as early as 1884.
Nre Luther wes born down in Fennsylvania, but ceme to Altkin in

the spring of 1884. lie followed a brother west and that brother was

county suditor of Altkin eounty in the ‘earliest dayses In the year 1884,

gnd in some of the years immediately following, Nre ‘uther was employed
in the courthouse at Altkin. Those were the days before ltasca county
had been formed end when this whole territcry, stretching to the Cana-
dien border was part of Adtkine. Some of the records on which X¥re Luther
worked were later moved to Grand Repids when the county here wes createds
Ee do luther first saw Grand Rapids in lay, 1884+ Ne came up the
river and looked over the new community. On the north side of the river
was & stopping place where the paper mill now stands and the Knox and
Beckfelt stores., South of the river were a few houses and log bulldings.
After this first trip Mr. Luther spent most of his time around Alt~
kin but egein came to Grend Repids in 1887, 4t thet time the eomsunity
wae beginning to fors itself. There were them 15 or 18 buildings. Dus~
iness was increasing for the supplies for the lumbering operations of
the grest territory to the north all came to the rapids which rarked the
bhead of nevigation. In that year lr. Luther sgain went north. He tra=-
veled through the woode to Little Forks There he build a reft and went
down streem to the Rainy, mede his way across to Tower and then walked

the old Vermillion trsil back to Crand Raplds.
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When kr. Luther returned to Grand Rapids he purchased the interest
of As G. Bernard in the Grand Rapids Lsgnets Bernard established the
first paper in ltasca county at La Prairie. When that smbitious village
began to play out he moved his newspaper to Grand Repidse. As Ge¢ Bernard
was known &s 'The Mooses.' He was & large man and had & tremendously
large nose, By 1897 he had lived out his welcome at Grend Repids and
moved ons Mr, Luther ‘purchased the remaining interest in the Magnet,

took in his brother-in-law, Fred Stevens and when the Alaske boom came

on turned the paper over to Stevens.

In his venture in Alaska kr. lLuther did ebout the seme as meny
others. He ceame back to Grand Rapids with just the same esmount of
money ae he had when he left, no more, no less. He disposed of his
interest in the lagnet and later the Kggnet was put to death through sale
of the two papers then at Grend Repids. For some months Mr. Luther was
manager of the Herald-Review for E. C. Kiley.

Following his experience as a digger of gold ¥r. Luther then turned
to undertaking. He took a course in embalming and at one time was the
only licensed embalmer between Duluth and Grand Forks. Undertaking was
not the business then that it is today. Most of the business ceme out
of the woods and the bodiés of the lumberjacks might be frozen stiff
when they ocame into the eare of the undertekers Aftér a reasonable
succe:s at this business it was sold to George F. Kremer.

From the earliest times My« Luther had been interested in timber.
His eyes turned to Uregon. He went west and there homesteaded a piece
of land on the Siletz Indian Reservation when that area was throwm open
to settlement. This had a tremendous amount of yellow fir. In fact,

wany of the homesteads would have as high as 20 million feet of fir to
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each 160 acre tracts Seeing the possibilities of this timber, Nr. Luther
purchased a large tracts One half of this timber was sold to Vitechell

and MeClure, well known loggers of the Northwest and the other half

went to M. Jo Clarke of Grand Repids, Michipans Mr. Luther considers -

that he had in his possession the finest stend of yellow fir in the
west, He made some money on the deal, but not what he should have made
had he been in position to have held the trect. Some of that fine stand
of fir sold for es little es two and one half cents a thousand on the
stump.

ifter he had returned from the west Mr. Luther went into the aud=
itor's offioce here. That was in 1908, 2¢ years lagter than when he made
entries into the books down at Aitkin. He remained in the county work
until 1919, . Then he spent a yeer in tax work for the Oliver Iren Kining
Company and lester purchased the Hiverside Hotel, which he later sold to
George O'Briens

lire Luther should be considered e member of the half century club,
that group of people who were in Grand Repilds more than 5O years ago.

Hie has seen what hes happened in five decadés of interesting days."




Grand Rapids lotes
G, Hause
Nov. 20, 1840
"Grand Repids Weekly Eagles"
First issue on July 3, 1890 = econtinued until July 1, 1891 or
possibly earlier,
The first publisher was the lagle Publishing Co, Who published
the peper from its first issue through Deces 20, 1890 and following.
Published by M. Stone from Sept. 20, 1890 to July 1, 1891 or
possibly earlier,
The newspaper room has only one issue, that of July 3, 1890,

that is to say Vols 1 = No, 1.

Grand Rapids lerald Review
Pels Cole 1= Vol, XLIX = 41
Wed, April 17, 1940,

"looking at a box of rayon shirts and shorts the other day resinded
Henry Renfrans of the early years in Grand Rapids, e could not help
but reecall the days of woolen ghirts and drawers, some of them red and
others made from blankeis.

Mr. Renfrang is, in very truth,a pioneer merchant, Very few hove
in the county Jlonger. Ie oame in 18908 from Rochester, where things
were very much different than up in this neck of the Woods, His brother
wag operating a restaursnt on whiskey row,. lenry Ranfreng helped him,

In those days saloons never closed. Those who dyank also needed

food. Restaurants were open all of the time. Those were the days when

lunberjacks ofme in by the hundreds, turned their checks over to the

bartenders and left town, broke, for the drive. Among the characters
of the day was Dave Chambers, better known as 'Nigger Dave.' ie was

2 femous oook and had many important ocustomers: In addition he was
quite & church mene On Sunday he would dress up in a long teiled ooat,

high hat, patent leather shoes and prooceed with a gold headed cane to
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the Presbyterian church where he worshipped. He was also & good oon=
tributor %o the church, le was in Greid Rapids Sen years or more and
died here.

After a year or so in the restaurant Heury Renfrans went to work
for John Hetszger, the butchor. He delivered meat about town. Then
he was smployed by the Kremer Brothers, Arthur and A}, who had a store
where Robinson's Jewelry is now found. John Beckfelt, the pioneer mer-
chant of the community, used to walk by this store every morming end
bocause the windows appeared well he hired Henry Ranfranz to go to
work in his store. There sbout ten years was spent.,

The Beckfelt store employed a dozen or more clerks and business
was goode The mercantile businaés of those days was with the Indians,
the loggers and the lumberjackss Pntronage from the village itself was
mall compared to the volume with the outsiders.

There wasg & large Lusiness in game before the days of game laws,
The Indians used:-to tire of vension end would trade deer ocarcasses
for pork and oleomargerine. The mirket for venisbon used to be aboub
five cents & pound &nd the Deckielt warshouse would have 26 or more
frozen deer in the late full and early winter. The Indians also brought
in ducks by the sickfuls The traveling men from the cities used to bar—
gain for the game and it would be shipped, somebimes a carlosd st a
time, to Bty Pauly |

Another produet for which there was demind was tobaceo. John
Bockfelt would buy a solid carload of tobasco in those early dsye.
Great quantities were chewed in the lumber camps and there was demand
for Spearhead and Climax, Peerless was the favorite brand for smoking
In sddition snuff was sold in wast asoults, It was generslly oarried

in earthly jars which would hold a pound. Strange as it may sesm there

was also a large demand for oandy of the cheaper kinds and large amounts




w % w-

Grand Rapids Notes
Nove 20, 1940

of chocolate went into the woods, These were before the davas of fresh
fruit and modern cans and packages, Everything wea in bulk and came
and went in omses and barrels,

Henry Ranfrang left John Beckfelt to work for William O'Dommell,
another well lmown merchant of the early days. After a yeer or %o he

was married and in about 1912, started together with the late VWilliem

King snd Fred Breid, e oclothing store at Cohmsset. That comnunity wes

ective then but within a short time lir. Ranfrens was back et Grand

Rapids where he has been ever time,"

Itasce County Independant

Sat, Dec, 27; 1902 Vel, 1=0

P. 1. wlo 2-3

"Grand Repids® Grestest Industry,
for many years the great water power at our door wert undeveloped,

and the rushing waters thet should have been turning the wheels of ine
dustry, raced pagt on their way to the Gulf of Mexioo with never a
turbine, den or waber-wheel to hinder. But along in 1897 during the
inoumbenay of H, D, Powers in the mayor's office, the business men
began to think ove: ul wegte of such spleondid material, snd
lir, Powers, who had experience in the line of water power development

= 3 3

at Brainerd, did some earmest missic work in the good cause whigh
bore abundant fruit later on, The matter was discussed pro and oon
from that time on, but nothing definite was dome £ill the esumelil
appointed & company of oitiszens to try to indice some ztm:lmi‘ac‘mrlnd
company to loeate herc,

This committee was composed ¢f tle following némed gontleneny D,
M, Cunn, Jokhn Beokfelt, L, F, Knox, D, W, Doren, George I leyara,

John Costello end Hs D, Powers, aftervards organized the Grand Rapids
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Water Power and Doom Co, amd obtained a state charter in 1899, The
officers of the new company werej D, M, Gumm, president; John Deakfelt,
vice president; L, F, Knox, treasurer; H, D, Powers, secoretary.

Having obtained e charter from the state, the next step was to get

& bill through congress giving them the right to oconstruct & dam across
the Mississippl, and in that matter Hone De Me Oum did yoeman servioej
making & trip to Waghington and devoting his sole attention to the

work till it was orowned with success, Their bill threugh oongrese and

the sanctlon of The mational govermment thus obtained, the ocom ro=
- »

oseded to obtain a survey of the flowage of the proposed dan, and insi=
tuted condemmation procesdings, of which Bhé willage bore the expense =
and never in 1%%s corporate life did Urand Repids invest money so wisely
and 80 wells All things belng mow in readiness, the company began nego=
tiations with the manufectoring coneerns; the representatives of several
of which came here to look the prospect overj and finally came into otme
niocation with the gentlemen who are operating the great paper mill here
todaye Ere long the Itasoa Paper Compeny of Grand Repids, Mimn,; ocsme
into being; and work on the dam end great mill wes in progress, To be
exact work commenced in lovember, 1900 and continued without intermission
i1l it was ocompleted, and the first sheet of finished paper came off
the rollers in February, 1902, The plans for the whole work were dresm
by Hre Js Cs Jacobson, of Grand Rapids, Wisconsin, a gentleman without
& superior ma an architect in the northwest, the work of construction
was all done under his supervision end stands today a splendid test-
imprial to his perfect mastery of his profession,

The mill itself is a mmssive structure of brick, stone and iron
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mainly, wood being'used as sparingly as possible, end it is a3 near
fire=proof as mortal ingenuity can devises To give an idea of itas’
dimensions we will state that the great paper room, whiéh holds the
wangioth paper mechine, going through which eonverts the pulp into
the finished paper, is 208 ft x 70 £5., and even that great space is
but a part of the gigantio wholey The beater room is 96x98; the wood
room le 72x16, and other rooms in proportions This great industrial
institution is under the most skillful guidance, the foremsn of each

department being & mester of his ereft and a man of long experience,

and tried and proven worth, At the head and in control of the whole

mill, is Mr, Charles G, Oberly, a gentleman wiwse life has been spent
in the paper menufecturing business, who has learned every process in
it by actual experience and who ranks as ope of the very best men in
the trade, MNr, OUberley superinténded the setiing up of the whole of
the machinery now in use in the mill, and that he did his work thore
oughly is proved by the fact that it has run'elmost every day - and
24 hours is a paper mill day = singce the mill started up without a
single serious break,

The mill yard and all outside work iz under the cherge of lr,
Fred Lindaner, and if constant hustling will keep things going they
will never stop in this dopartment., In the wod room, which is ‘in
cherge of Mr, Peter Yan Steplout, there are & circuler saw snd five
Ca Ao Lewbon Cos berking mechines, mede at Do Pere, Wis., and capable
of beridng and eutting into proper lengths ready for the grinding
machines, 28 cords of weod per day of ten hours. Mr. Van Stephout

holds a record of never feiling to keep the grinders going while there
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wis wood in reach, and 1a as fine a judge of wood fer pulp es the
business ever developed,

The grinding room where the wood is made into pulp by hydraulie
pressure, is umder the eharge of ilr. Max Alpine, an 0ld hand at the
paper trade and famous as an expert in his line, is equipped with six
grinders of the new American pattern made by the Globe Iron Vorks of
Dayton O, and has a grinding capacity of 26 tons of wood pulp in 24
hours.

The three beater machines are in charge of lMessrs, Anthony Zemninger
and Charles Bent, both of whom understand their business thorougly, and
alternate day and night in charge of the beater roams The great peper
machine, a wonderful 120 inch combination of wheels, copgs and the 1ike,
so complex that a layman ean scarce desoribe it, but working with such
procision as to gseem almost endowed with though, is under the joint
charge of Mesers, louis Jorgenson and Thomes Grignon; one of whom is in
oharge of it end command of its crew during each 12 hours of the day.
Mirs Jorgenson, perhaps as well kmown to our good people by his title of
"01d Reliable' earned as first base of the local nine; is just as ye-
liable in the will as on the ball ground, and the grade of paper that
he and JMirs CGrignon, who matches him in all respeocts, turn out will

equal the product of any mill in the United States,

The dam which stores and holds the water that drives the mill mash-

inery, with the exception of the paper machine which is driven by steam;
is a most substantial ‘structure; was built under the sole diyrection of
My, Luther Lindaner and built to resist any flood the FPather of Waters
is ever likely to roll down upon its The power is comveyed through 31

turbines and has as yet been equal to all demands upon ite In addition
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to the water power, the company has & superbly built and equipped steanm

plant which runs the paper machine and heats the whole mill. The steam
ie generated in three tubular bollers 72x18 in dimensions, made by E. R,
Gustevus of Oshkosh VWis,, and furnishes motive power to & splendid Corliss
engine, 22x48 built by the Twin City Iron Works of Mimmeapolis, The
engineer in chief of the the steam plant is Mr. Robert Grignon, a machine
ist end engineer of long experience and unquestioned ability; and Messrs.
George Ulrey and Marcus Wilkes alternate in direct charge of the great
engine.

Mre Thomas Kells is millwright and superintendent of construction
in all the companys building operations, and is now engaged in super-
vising the building of a shingle mill which the company proposes to run
next season. lr. Kells is an artist vat his trade, as every interviewer
of his handiwork will be swift to admit,

In addition to all its’' other equipments, the oompany has a machine
shop of its’ owm and can repair any breakage that does not require abso«
lutely new castings. This shop, which is furnished with the most modern
iron working machinery, is in the oapable hands of Mre Robert Grignon,
chief engineer and machinist of the mill. and what Bob can't make or
repair, can't be made or repaired outside of an iron foundry,

The comparyy has its omm electric lighting plant, with 300 incandes-
cent and six are lights, end therefore suffered mone from the recent
light famine, The mill ms it stands today, inoluding the dem, represents
an expenditure of about $300,000 dollars in cash, & very large proportion
ofwhich was spent in Grend Repids for labor, The plans of the Paper
Company contemplate an addition to the building at an early date and the

eddition of another paper machine to the capaeity, which will bring the
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cost of the plant well up to half a million of dollars. The company
employs fyom 100 to 125 men and girls and has a monthly pay=-roll of
from $6,000 to $6,000. It furnishes & cash market for all the spruce,

balsam and poplar suitable for grinding that our farmers can haul and

all in all, is the greatest blessing we of Grand Rapids have to be

thankful for, The company of which the official title is the Itaseca
Paper company is composed of the follwoing gentlemen:

Frank F. Becker President

Luther lLindaner Viee President

He G+ Becker Secretary

A. C, Bossard Treasurer and Menager,

Hessers. F. F. Becker and Iather Lindaner are residents of Keukamnna,
Wisc,, while Messrs, Bossard and H. G. Becker reside here. The books of
the company are in the charge of He G. Becker; while Miss Mamie Bossard,
daughter of the company's menager, is the stemographer of the concern.
We are glad to record that under its able management, the first year of
the mill's existence has beon a most prosperous one, and the greatest
difficulty, or rather difficulties, the company has had to contend with

have been occasional lack of sufficient wood to grind and cars in which

to ship paper out,”

Sat. May 16, 1903 Vol, 1=20
P. 1. CQl. 4,

"When the world was created Grand Rapids was furnished with & pretty
e town site as lies out of doors anywhere. And when the first towm
builders came along they had eyes for beauty and scted according. OQur
little eity 4is laid out beautifully. Our streeis are wide and the

noble standing pine on every one of them give the town a beauty that is
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unexcelled by any town in Minnesota, and equalled by very few. The
three lovely lakes on the oubskirts of the towm, and the country
between them afford a magnificent matural park needing but scant ex-
penditure to make it & "thing of beauty for ever.' Most of our re-
sidence buildings come up %o the matural beauty of their surrcund=-
ings. Our publiec buildings ere ss handsome and comiodious as éan be
found in most oities, and taking things altogsther we have one of
the most beautiful little cities in the State, of which we ought to
be proud and doubtless are. And we also have the ugliest, dingiest
olty hall in seventeen states, of which we are not proud to any greet
extent, Just why the ocouncil does mot removate that zrievious old

eye-gsore, wo cannot tell - and wish it would,"

Fe 44 Cols 2.

"Grand Rapids is one of the prettiest, cleanest appearing towns in
the morthern part of the state. That does not mean that the appearance
of the town is partiocularly clean, but that in gcomperison with the other
villages of this section, it comparet very favorsbly. Still, on a oloser
inspection, we notice that there are inmmerable places where the owners
either haven't had time or have mot thot /sig/ of removing the offensive
appearance of the refuse that naturally acoumulates in & winter., We'ed
like to see all who read this doccept the friendly suggestion, and do a
stunt with the rake, fork end wheelbarrow. It will make yous premises

and yowr particular part of town present a natty appesrance and reflect

eredit upon yourself and your town, to sﬁy nothing of the increase in

value that it will meke on your property. Clean up your yards,"
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"To Move Ciroulating ldbrary = Grand Rapids' Carnegie Library
is about completed now requiring only the installation of the fixtures
and. the new books to make it ready for the public. Ve are informed
that the fixtures and the books will not arrive before the first pert
of mext month, mnd that it will not be beforée the 12 th of 15th that
the librerian and board will have the fixtures in end the books pro=-
perly catalogued so that the building oan be thrown open to the publics
Seoretary Didkinson, however, informs the writer that the ocirculating
librery, and the books which the library assoeciation have of their owm
will be removed from the library room of the central aschool where they
have been kept up to the present time, to the new library building
whore lrs, Huntly will hold forth on Saturdays as heretofore for the
eoccommodation of the patrons of this branch of the library until the
new building is formally occupied.
The library board has been planning on opening the new library with
appropriate oceremonies, but es yet it has not been decided what will be

done in repgard to the matter,"

P. 40 ()01. 2.
Sate May 25, 1907,

“While our town has bonded itself to reaise money with which 6 build
roads;, it would be well for our fapmers to remember thet there are other
ways of gotting a good road than by getting 4t from the town. And the

best way is to use the implement vonmonly known as the *split=log drag'

on the roads in the neighborhood of one's place of residence, We undey=

stand that the township of Crand Rapids is soon to put a team on the
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roads of the township with a drag to keep the roads in good con-

dition., A most commendable move and co-operation of the farmers would

help a whole lot,"




Rapids

Grend Herald Review
iedes Jane 31, 1940 Vole XIX-30
I)l ls cOl- 1-

"Crand Repids

ves

Cantain Wi

in 1881, according to
mede

of the Ni

acoount. of

8

River?, by the euthor

owned by William Perrington of

In making

the tri

Peul by train,

to the Indian

“*

went up Eabekona river,
of water wherever

The book desori!

hy
Y

¢

and the members, and the member

They had lost most of

tipped

&8

var, so were forced to

their paddles, on turtles,

with

R
CheY

berriles y eould finde

The party 'had ex
onid jegumaug, which the suthor
but the

abandoned for the summer,

in that summer the first canos

ts mouth

given in

Grand He

1D

Ka
they were available, all the way
es in
noe doim the infent 1
8
their axmnmition and

subslst on young

On the shore of Cass

Grand Repids “istory

Mre Supmer (Hause)
Nove 18, 1940

a rude, rough little {rontier town

illard Glagi« who with & companion

Ty

trip ever underteken from the source

in the Gulf of Mexicos full

the book entitled 'Down

copy of

yids s

ptein

Clazier

Village

Tinddlen
adlian

helsona leke, and them portaged, using

to

detail the hardships encountered

8

issippi« Supplies ran short,

LY

of the to live on the country

EoT
Wil

their fishing tackle

3 -
QuUCXS 1]

& few small figh, end on what blue=

eted to find a

says had been corrupted to 'Bemidji,*

treding post there, likewise the post at Cass Leke, had been

lake they found an

181l & CONoe

asionally killed



Grand Rapids History
My, Sumner (Hause)
Nove 19’ 19840,

Grend Repids Herald Review

feds Yan, 31, 1940= continued

“ndisn garden, with corn end potatoes lerge enough to eat, so staved

off starvation until' they could reach ean Indian villege on the shore

of Lake Winnibigoshish,

Coming 'down the river, the first stop was made et an
Indian village at White Oak Point, The chief's name was translated
'Dull Enife,” and he end his femilies lived primitive style, as is
evidenced by this guotation. 'The men whom we sew were slmost naked,
having no other garment than the breecheloth.  The women wore a short
gown and & blanket, the children ren about neked, with no other aypend-
age then a belt-about their loins.. One of the wigwems which we visited
was about fifteen feet in diemeter and fully twelve feet high at the
center., It was formed of poles, secured to a framework of poles, :The
fire wes made in the middle. The sides of the interior were occupied
with a frame three feet high snd four or five feet wide, covered with
blenkets and skins, on which the inmates sit and slso sleep. There is
no partition to separate one part of the family from another,'

Grand Rapids was reached on August second, 1881, The
suthor says 'We reached Pokegema Fells at five o'eclock. . At this point
the first rock stratum on the river was.seen,' This is now commonly

3

spoken of as-the Government Dem.  'Making s portage sround the falls,
we reached Grand Rapids Just before seven o'clock,. 'This pioneer vil-
lage consists of a hotel, two stores, a saloon and three or four pri=
vate homes all bullt of logss ' The Petter House is the first hotel en-
countered in the descent of the river, and is intended for the scoommos

dation of lumbermen, who gather here during the fall end winter months.
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The bill of fare was smple, consisting of beefstealk potatoes,
] = ® 1
berries end tems' As the party bade farewell to Orand Rspids every
man in town accompsnied them to the bank snd shook hends with them.
At least one of the buildings shown in the illustration of Grand
Rapids in the book is still stending, st the former Wheston place on

the south bank'of the river, east °f the Itasca hospital a few blockse

As the party went on downestresm their los of progress

mentions the mouth of Swam river. The steamboat 'City of Altkin'® was
net on the way down, said boat being on its way to frand Rapids.

was conmanded by Captain Houghton of Aitkin, Thet family nene is well
kmown ‘in Grand Repids, being riven to two sdditions to the village plat,
end formerly to an avenue in the wvillage.

The entire trip down the Mississippi to the salt waters
of the Gulf of Mexioco is graphically told. So¢ far es lmown, Centain
Glazier and his party were the first to undertske such s trip, certainly
the first to give a detailed mccount of their progresse . Prominently
mentioned in their trip through Minnesota ere the hordes of Mosquitoes
elong the river. Descendants of these insects continue to meke their

presence felt in the same manner esch summer,"

H, H. Heuse 11/12/40
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at least one citizen who has personal
of Abraham Lineoln, whos Birthday will be celebrated next

¥

Le D. Anthony, father of J. D. Anthony, rural msil earrier
on route One out of Grand Repids Although Mr, 2inthony was but ten yéars
saw Lin he ‘remembers. it very plainly

Born in Cold Spring, FPutnam County, New York 849, Hr,

Anthony will be 91 years of age next August. +t was when Abrsham Lin-

coln was a candidate for president; touring New ork state, that the
3 Fi

young Anthony led met him. Mres Lineoln was meeting the citisens of Cold
Spring from the rear of a railrosd coach on a speecial train on the “ude
son River line, Boylike young Anthony climbed into ' the csr and wriggled
out to the platform to get close to Lincoln, . As he did so, he:.stepped
footes A big man lesned over and lifted him off and ssked
wanteds ' The lad replied '+ want to see Abe ' incoln.
em Abe Lincoln,! came the revly, es the big men shook hands with the
boys, patted him om the head, and turned to greet clder citizens.
Mre Anthony emigrated to-“‘owa with his parents when 14
vears of age, and nmever returned to his birthplace. . He comes of good
old Colonial stock, his maternsl prandfather having been a soldier for
the infent United States during the Revolutionary Waks In Iowa his father
took a homestead, in 1863, and developed a farm. The by grew up to know
the herdships of the pioneers, snd learn how to subdue the wild preiries.

Geme was more plemtiful in Iowa at the time of the early
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settlement than it is now in Northern Mimnesota, - There were deer, bear
and wild turkeys in the woodss Passenger pigeons were plentiful then,
and Mr, Anthony has recollections of killiug them with sticks, so large
were the flocks, and so unafraid of men, - Fish were plentiful in the
streams, and no one dreamed of the time when both game and {ish would
be scarce, One of the important sources of meat was the prairie chicken,
often teken in traps or cages of lath or small poles in huge guentities
and shipped to Chicego markets.
Although too young to take part in the Ciwvil ¥Wer, L. D.

Anthony was interested in military orgenizations, He joined the Iowa

National Cuerd when & young man, and rose to the rank of captain of compan
" (] 2 :

Vs Fourth. BRegiments FPhotographs of him in his uniform as captain are
cherished femily possessionse.

Je Do Anthony, son of L. D. Anthony came to Orand Repids
in 1904, He had learned the trade of taxidermist, and had came here in
answer to en advertisement of the late Hilliem Weitzel, loecal taxidermist,
who wanted an assistant. UMr, Anthony had practised his trade in several
stetes, sand Canada before coming to Grand Repids. He mounted meny of the
heads of Moose and deer which are still prized possessions in homes here and
in other parts of Minnesota.

About eighteen years ago J. D. Anthony persuaded his
father to come from lowa end join him here. This he did, end has made

his home here since."”

Heuse 11/12/40
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"On the seventeenth of next September, Johm P. Phillips
will be eligible for membership in the 50 year club, if and when that
organization is formed, for then it will be fifty years since he came,
8 young man just turned 21, to Itasce county, Mrs Phillips, father of
Verne Phillips of the National Tea Store, brother of Cirl and Al Phillips,
did pot walk from Aitkin, as did some of the early settlers, nor did he
come by stesmboat up the Mississippi, for the railroad had reached Gra:d
Rapids by 1890; though it was to be some yesrs hefore it was to be built
wost beyond Deer River.
Grand Rapids a halfl century agé looked vastly from the
Grand Repids of 1940, according to Mr, Phillips. There were but three
homes north of the railroad tracks, and just one business places ' This
was the log trading post operated by the late Frank L. Vence, It wes
located about where the Frederic Mills lumber yards are nows Between
the rgi lroad and the river there were a few stores. W, J, end H, Ds
‘owers had ahardware store, supplying a great deal of material to the
loggerse L. F< Knox and John Beckfelt had grocery and dry good stores,
and there were several hotels, lodging houses end saloonss
e Phillips had come to Itasca county to get a homee
stead covered with big pine timeer, a million feet of it, for back in

lower Michigan, where he grew to msnhood, there were tales that such

homesteads could be had in Northern Minnesoa for the taking, Getting
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such a homestead was snother . problem, as he learned after getting here.
He and a brother went fer morth, to the shores of Caldwell brook, now
in Koochiching county, where the lend was not yet opened for homestead
entry, snd selected some fine pine lands They erected cebins and hauled
out groceries, making some improvements on the lend on which they had
established 'squatter's rights' until it should be opened for homestead
entrys The second year they had the land, & disastrous forest fire burned
over several thousend acres in that seotlon, destroying the pine on their
prpposed homesteads, so they never did file on thems
The first wihter he was in Orand Rapids Nre Phillips
worked in the woods for Kiehl & Derry, who had cemps on Rice Rivers The
next epring he worked on the drive which took these logs down the Big=
fork riger to Canada. ILater he worked in the woods along Prairie river
for Price Brothers, helping with driving logs down that stream each
springe
One vivid recollection which Mr, Phillips has of the
early days in Orend Repids was the work he did for Doran Brothers,
fether snd uncle of Allen Doren end his brothers, who erected the
0ladstone hotely, For the timbers end dimension staff, logs were btut
in the woods surrounding Grand Rapids, and heuled to a 1tttle sawmill
owmed by L. Fe Knox, located about where some of the Blaudin Paper
Compeny buildings now stands This green lumber was in the new hotel,

but &1l the planed lumber and finishing material waa ‘shipped in from

Duluth, Mr. Phillips remembers that James Doran, who now lives Ajo,
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irigona, was a small boy who used to olimb upon the loeds of logs
agnd ride to the mill with hims

In those days there were no roads except the totercads
cut through the woods, Explorations were under way for iron ore in the
vicinity of Hibbinge Neo railroads served the vicinity where the drills
were operating, so the Longyear company, drilling for ore and digging
teatpits, bought their groceries in La Prairie or Grend Rapids and had
them hauled by teams A four horse teem was able to haul leas than a
ton in the summer time, and a trip to the mining camps northedast of Nashe
wauk took three days.

Leaving Itasce county soon after the railroed wes oxe
tended west to Demidji, Mre Phillips worked in the woods of Deltrami
county for nine years, returning to Buy a farm Just over the line in
Aikkin county. This was one mile north of Rabey, end one mile south
of Itesea county line., This he purchased in 19135, living there until
ton years sgo, when he decided to huy a farm north of Nashwauk. The
land he is now developing, 13 miles north of Nashwauks, In a visit of
several deys; made at the home of his son in Grand Rapids earlier this
month, Mrs Phillips was much interested in looking up sites of the
buildings which stood here when he first came to Iltasca county, and in

geeing what had happened to .some of the structures for which he had

heuled material while employed in the frontier towm of a helf century

agoe

G. H. Heuse 11/12/40
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"A high compliment to the village of Orand Repids was
psid the other dey by Charles Scheers, wblisher of the Heralde= Tribune
et Akeley, Minnesotas, and also mayor of that towm. He said that Cuend
Rapids was magnificent, snd he wes basing that statement upon comperison
with the commmity of 40 years ngoe

It was late in the summer of 1899 thet lire Scheers first

osme to Orand Fepidss A printer by trade, he came here to work on the

Hersld=Review where the services of a printer were sorely needed for a
short time, He holped to get out the paper for a time or two and then
passed on to the village of Akeley, which was then an active center of
logging and lumbering operationss Ie has continued to meintain his in-
terest in Grefld Rapids end in Ttasca county %o this day and visits here
as often a8 he cetn,

Charles Scheers is one of the old=-time traveling printers
who settled down to operate s country newspaper, Ie was born in Chicago
within ebout & block of ‘the place where the Chicago fire first started.
At the age of 16 he began to learn the printing businesses - The chief
element et that time was learning to set type, for there were no machines
for this purpose. After learning the trede, he joined that great frater-
nity. >f tramp printerses There men went from place %o place, staying a
few days, a few weeks or a few months gund then passing on, usually by
foot, to snother shops lr. Shheers estimates that most newspaper and
printing offices had awut one tremp printer at work to every three

regularly employed jowrneymen. The travelers were depended upor and
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it was part of the éthics of the roed for a tramp printer not to leave
a position untll another brother of the same fratermity had come along
to teke his place. Decause of this condition, this roving laebor was
dependables
In commenting upon his experiences upon the road, Mr.
Scheers said that he worked for over a hundred different newspapers in
a peroid of approximately 15 years, He learned the business in Chicago ,
became a journeyman in Grand Forks, North Dekota, and then started his
travels, lergely in e westerly direction. He worked on meny newspapers
in California and on the Pacific coast, He spent time in Montana and
when the recruits for Coxey's army in 1894 stole e railroad train and
he started for the Essts Charlie Scheers was theré “to report the whole
proceeding for the newspaper on which he worked.
The old=-time traveling printer may be pictured by many
as unreliable and a drunkerd, This is not strictly in accordance with

the fects. The qualifications of these men of the road was generally

unquestioned. MNMany of them were the best in the businesss In faot,

it took gertain quelifications of experience and skill to bocome a
roving composers --As far ss the drink was concerned, meny of them were
cursed with the excessive use of liquors 0Others did not drink at all
and simply roved about to see new plsces snd new faces. Fecause they
could travel and earn the living at traveling, they took adventage of the
opportunity.

In 1893 the first typesetting machines west of New York
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came to the Chicago Daily News office, Fourteen of these new machines
were intalled. The printers of the day scoffed at thems, They seid they
would never be a sucoesss Furthermore there was no method of controlling
the heat essential to melt the metal end the places where the machines
were found were very hots Im faot, only girls end women would work et
first on these machines. ' These devices however, were suocessful aend they
sounded the death knell of the traveling printer. The linotype machine
made a demend for stesdy men of mechanical skills That did not always
fit in with the qualifications of the old=time printer, MNr, Sclieers re-

¢ells that he has not seen.a tramp printer for a good meny years snd only

rarely once in several years does such a man appear in Grand Rapids,

Cherlie Scheers was born with Asthma. It troutled him
all of his life, In his travels he was looking for e plece where there
would be relief. . The enly such place he eéver found was Akeley, Minne-
sotas He thus determined to go into the newspaper business there in 1899,
after he had made his visit in Grend Repidss He established his news-
papers in a town that then had approximately two thousand peoples The
Red River Lumber Company was opérating a big mill at Akeley. . It used to
employ as high as a thousand men and it worked summer ‘end winters In
the woods around that territory there would be two or three thousend more
mon employed. There was always business, smotivity and prosperity.:”

34 H, Heuse - 11/8/40
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"What oouple in Itmsca county c¢en boast the longest

peroid of wedded life together? Up In This Neck of the Woods does not

£

.

kiow, and is seeking informetion. This week is. presented a sketoh of

one couple, who have been marricd sliost 67 years, snd wi

v

10 have lived
who .live about halfl way

between G Rapids snd Blackberry; on the river xdy; will have: been

married 67 on ¥ay 3 They were married wl guite young, for Mr,

Mo A stor is 86 vears vld, snd hig wife The early years of their

married

other locetions

st
WOIm L
o

the femily neme is in little denger ¢ ying outs . They are the: perent

of eight children, of whom five are livings They have 33 grandehildren

end 18 greet grand children, for a totel of $6 desgendants. Quite s
number of the members of the family live in Mimnésota, other have moveu
to Teshington and Oregon: to make ‘their homesse

Boran near the Bey of Fundy, in New Brumnswick, Canada, of
Scoteh=Irish forbears M hg- Allister smigraled to Mimnegsots with his
parents when 14 years of age, traveling by boat from Ste. John's on the
=

Bay of Fundy to Hoston, and then by train to Winone. West of Viinona

the fertile lands of southern Minnesota were then just being se

1t wes in thie pert of the State that a few years later he married his
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wife, whose parents had come {rom England when younge
This worthy couple are resl old settlers in Itescs
countys They ceme to Grand Repids 44 yeers ego, snd soon af'terward
located on the lend they now ecsll home,  Mr. lMc Allister has not heen

actively engaged in farming for he had a trade at which he worked for

o

3

more then e score of years in towns through this section. fe was &
painter, de ) 1 ¢r henger, and swung his bLrushes on meny &
building in Grand Raepid AL times he took contraots at Deer River and
Bigfork. Yhen s consclidated schoocli tuilding was constructed et Blacke
berry, he accepted a position ms jenitor, a job he held for sizteen
yearss

The Me Allister fanily is ene of the few who came To
Grend Rapids in the esrly days in a covered wegon. Mest of the early
settlers elther ceme by stesmboat or by temms in the winter, but Nr.
% Mrse MoAllister and their children started out from Mimmeapolis 44
years ago last July with a teem gnd a covered wagome The Trip here took
19 deys, as the party was held upon pumerous occasions by flooded
croeks. Mr, Mo Allister said the® one day they oihly made § miles, but
that he Bullt two bridges thet®dey, which took up most of the time.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Mo Allister are in very fair health,
considering their years. He is ocoupying his spare time with writing
a history of Grand Rapids in the early dayse JNrs, Mo Allister is an
expert et making braided rugs, end slso mekes a great desl of fine

lace, working with thread as smell es Nos 80, which would tex the eye-
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sight of many women a generation youngers

waliting the coming of ti
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garden, which they both enjoy.”

when they can sgain get at
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“Itdsca county is e heslthful section of the state and
nation, but there are not meny persons living here who are 950 years of
age or mores This is largely because the county was settled by young

men, who have not hed time to hecome. nonsgenarious. One such men lives

his heelth, end who

here, however, who ¢éme because of

o

o1

T

isvagon

anni-r

(leorge Becker, St,, who lives on the s

e 3 233 ek Ri it 4 £ My A Yoind A wek . B -
some 8ix miles southwest of Orsnd Repids, was 90 years

28, 1938, Ilre. Becker csme to *tasce county from North

z

physician advised him to move to the pine woods country 1

from asthua, For the pust 87 years Jire Becker has 1lived here, being

entirely free from Asthma after living here over the first summers
J

Born in Cermany, near Bremen, in 1848, Ilire. Becker came

to the United States when 18 years of ege, Ie had reletives at Cincinmati,

snd worked there for a yeer snd a helf, then joined an emigration to Iowa,
then settling up rapidly. He fermed there umtil 1877, when he and another
German decided to engage in the store business in Dubuques This did not
bring the success they had anticipeted, however, so they sold out after
about twe years and moved to Mimneapolis.

Free land in North Dekota was atirecting a large number
of people born fram 1876 to 1880, and Mr, Decker, who by then hed ace
quired e wife and four children, determined to have one of those free

farms that Uncle Sam was giving eway. Ie went %0 grend Forks, and
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and started looking for a desireeble homstead in the Hed River Valley.
No land was available to his liking until he got eway up in the Northe
¢ast part of the State, not far from where (Orafton was later started,
A mile end a half from the Red River, he found a good quarter section
of level prairie land, and filed on it, meaking & few improvements.
The next spring it was nedessery to move the family

.  For kg L
to the homesteade Om reaching OGrand awpds, they found that the steeme

I : Yoy R
boat, which msde a trip from Grand “ %o Wlamipeg once each two

weeks when the wsater wes high enough, had gone the day befores Trang=
portation .for the wife and four youmg e¢hildren was obteined with the
mailcarrier, who drove a team of poni and buckboards There was no
roon for lr. Decker, 50 he welked
home in the prairie grassese.
sloughs end creekss’ The teanm was ablé to ford them though Nrse. Becker
end the children sometimes had to stand on the se The father did
not fare so well, however, for he had to wade, w the water some=
times up to his waist,
For a number of years there was no railroed trein reach-

g that pert of North Dekota where the Becker homestead was located,
When the river was open, the steamboat whioh rem once a week or less
brought supplies for the little country store at Acton, snd in the
fall loaded on boérd the grain which the settlers had threshed for market,

One of the harsh memories of Torth Dskota for the Hecker

deals with the winter blizzards. These were not one day affairs like
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those which have been seen this winter, but usually lasted three or

four days, sometimes a week, All during that time it was dangerous
to try to go from the house to the bara without having a rope tied

to the door and the arm, s0 that one would not get loste Visits to
the neighbors, or to town were impossible while the winter storms
raged, On one ocgcasion lir. Becker was cerrying the mail in: plece of
the regular meil carrier, when the sudden blizzard came upe . ‘Only the
bbility of his horse to {ind the way home in Che midst of the storn

&

seved him then he deslares.
Though he was et when many men retive; when he

agca county in searsh of health in 1.9 lUre. Becker undors

which would have dsunted most younrer. me e wought 160

4.3

aores of ‘cutover/lend on the shore.of Lo Lake, and startod To de=
velop a farms That he succeeded is evidencded Ly the fine fiolds and

,S‘J.

the well

in
f 4« N 1. & 4 e - ) Ty 3
AL present one son,; lenry Becker and

with lir, Decker, taking care of the farm end helping him, Other sons

and daughters live in this part of the state, out of the seven yet

living of the femily of 11 childrems Nrs. Decker passed away in 1921

One son,Richard, was in the United States Army during the World Var,

and died in service.

G. H, Heuse 11/8/40




Grand Rapid lotes
G+ House
Nove 8, 1940
Grand Rapids Herald Review
Wed, July 27, 1938,
Po 1o w1. 1l = Vol, XIVIII =3

Grand Repids mey be a small inland village. Obviously the danger
of border incidents which might lead to international diffioculties
would be unthinkable. DBut things were not always so. In fact, in only
two out of five periods during the past 200 years have both Grand Rapids
north of the Mississippi and Grand Rapids south of the Mississippi river
been under the seame flag,

For some time previous to the French and Indian Wars, Mimmesota had
been claimed by French explorers. French trappers had tapped her fur
resources. French missionaries had worked among the mative Chippewas,
Then came the wars, France was forced to five over all land east of
the Mississippi to England end she ceded her holdings west of the

Mississippl to her ally, Spain, Thus Grand Rapids, if such there had

been in 1763, must have been an international post,

In 1776 thirteen rebellious colonies braved the wreth of England,
then the greatest power of Burope. With finaneial help of France and
e hostile continental situation facing Britain, the spunky revolution=
ists maneged to expell the British redooat from the colonies and the
Peace of Paris handed to the colonists the territory now in the United
States east of the Mississippi., Thus north Grand Rapids changed hands
and would have paid homege to the independent 13, while south of the
river Villages would have continued to salute the flag of Charles of
Spain.

At this time 150 years ago, the Northwest Territory was establisted
and with it the principals which guided the development of the whole
west and particularly the six great states formed from it, Illimois,

Indians, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin and, in part, Mimnesote, But
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legnl possession means little in country where law cannot be enforoced
and it was not until after the war of 1812 that the United States was
able to foroe the British Northwest Compeny to hand down the Union
Jacks at the head of the lakes,

In the meantime Spanish power had weakened and, put in an em=
barrassing position by Frence in 1800, she ceded louisiana to HNapoleon,
Huge personel empires require money and Napoleon's was no exception,
Hard=pressed for funds he sold all of the country now occupied by
Arkanses, Oklahoma, louisiana, Missouri, Iowe, Kanses, Nebraska, the
Dekotas and the greater part of Mimnesote, liontana, Wyoming and Coloradeo
to the United States for §15,000,000 in 1803.‘ At this price the area
south of the Mississippi upon which Grand Rapids is built cost but $2,50.
The purchase meant that for the first time the stars and stripes could
have been flown on both sides of the Falls at Grand Rapids,

But the privilege of saluting the flag was only half the battle won.
Another half a century was consumed in getting land south and north of
the Mississippi into the same state or territorial government and during
only three periods out of eight, including the present, was this accom=-
plished.

North Grand Rapide went Hoosier in 1800 with the formation of the
Indiana Territory. Soon ai‘te'r the Louisiana Territory was formed and

included South Grand Rapids. Then Indiens beceme a state and the
Illinois Territory took over the land north of the rive;r. To com=

plicate matters, Louisiana was adnitted to the Union and south Grand
Rapids beceme & part of the Missouri Territory in 1812, Finally the
Michigen Territory was again expanded in 1834 %o include lowe, Mimmesota
and the Dakotas as far west as the Missouri river, Here we find that
north and south Grand Rapids would have for the first time supported the

same territorial govermment,
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But govermment in Grand Rapids wes not destined to remain so
simple for long. First Michigan became & stete and the Wisconsin
Territory was formed in 1876 to include the residue of the Michigan
Territory. Then two years later, just 100 years ago, south Grand
Rapids beceme & part of the lowa Territory. For the last time the
Mississippi divided the territorial allegiance of citizens of Grand
Rapids, if there were any.

Final consolidation came in 1849, following the formation of the
State of Wisconsin, with the establishment of the Minnesota Territory.
The population of the land where the present state is located rapidly
inereased in the early 1860's as treaties with the Indians pushed the
frontiers of civilization westwerd into the Dakotas. In 1858 Mnnesota
was aduitted to statehood and the Dakota Territory was formed from the
remainder of the Mimnesota Territory. Thus, final consolidation of
Mimmesota east and Mimmesota west of the Mississippi appesrs to have
been accomplished. At Grand Rapids the river has ceased to have governs
mental significance,”

Wed. Aug. 3, 1938
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"0ld tines in Grand Rapids and vioinity were depicted yesterday in

the parade which was a feature of the Northwest Territory pageant. One
of the history making features, however, could mot be depicted in a float,
This was the train service of the Great Northern Railway, which helped
greatly in settling up this country, and in developing from a wilderness

to its present prosperous condition,

As the llesaba range was developed, there grew a demand for train

service between Grand Rapids and the range towns., This was met by the
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railway company with two passenger trains devoted to the range. One,
which started from Grend Rapids and returned there, was soon nicknemed
the 'Merry Widow,' after & popular song of the daye The other train,
which connected with the Merry Widow at Kelly lake, was known as the
"Wooden Shoe.'

In this old picture is part of the train orew of the Merry Widow,
taken early in 1911, It is the property of M. L, Gilboes The train
made its first run in December of 1910, Standing at the door of the
baggage oar are M, L, Gilboe, condustor, and Bert Wecks, brakeman.
Seated is Al, Durdin, baggageman, and on the ground is Mike Nurioch,
Known as the news butcher, who sold newspapers and magazines, ocandy
and oigars, to the passengers., Tommy Phillips, the engineer, and Mr,
Hampson, fireman; are not shown.

All of these men have passed on except Mr, Gilboe, who is still
active in Great Northern service after 44 years of work for the company,
He is conductor on the local freight between Swan River and Deer River

at the present time, and may be seen every week day watching that ocare-

less automobile drivers do not get crashed as they speed in front of

moving cars. Mr. Gilboe was vonductor on the Merry Widow all the years
that it was in operation, until improved highways across the range.
With hourly bus service to Hibbing, took away the need for the train
service.

Bert Weeks, the brakeman, lived here with his femily, and after
some years leased the Ogeme hotel at Pokegams lake., While out in a
rowboat near the hotel one dey, he fell overboard and was drowned, Al
Durdin, baggageman, vas married while working on the Merry Widow out of
Grand Rapidse DBut soon moved to Superior, where he later died, Mike

Hurich lost all his stock of goods when the train burned while in the




Wed, Aug,. 3, 1638
Pe 1. coles 1.

yerds overnight in Grand Rapids. Borrowing money from & friend, he

went west to Calgary, Canada, where he did well financially. Entering

the army at the time of war, he contracted the flu and died in serviece,

When first put in service snd for a number of years, the Merry
Widow left Grand Rapids early in the morning, earrying passengers, ex-
press and mail, Because of the heavy demend for meat, poultry and
dairy products in the range towns, and because much of those food pro=
ducts were produced along Great Northern territory to the west, there
was a very heavy movement of express, almost a full carload being put
on the Merry Widow every morning. The train served Coleraine, Bovey,
Marble, Calumet, Nashwark, and Keewatin in Itasca county, and many of
the renge towns in St, louis county as far east as Virginia.,"

Weds Nov, 2, 1938
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"The Herald-Review does not know who is the oldest citizen in Grand
Rapids, this immediate vicinity or Itasca county. Thet would be an
interesting thing to know,

Some time ago this column told of the life of Andrew Walters, who
is reckoned by many to be the oldest resident hereabouts. Mr. Walters
will be 93 years of age on the 22nd of next February, He is well and
active,

A rummer-up to Mr. Walters is C, R, Jackson who is often seen on
the streets and is well known to most of the people of the community.
He will be 92 years of age on his next birthday, which is in the near
future,.

Mr, Jackson was born down in Amn Arbor, Michigan, and spent about

the first half of his life there. In 1893, 45 years ago he ceme to
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Grand Rapids, The conmunity was just getting well under way at that
time and Mr. Jaockson engaged in the hotel business, which was an espe=
olally active business in the early days of logging. He operated for a
peried of about ten years, the Grand Reapids Hotel, which was located in
the bloak north of the paper mill and on the loocation where the new
laundry is now being built. In this block &t one time there were at
least three hotels, One was on the cormer just north of the Jackson
hostelry and Jim Sherry had his log hotel further to the south near
where the mill stands,

The reason for many hotels and there must have been close to a
dogen of them in Grand Rapids 40 years ago, was the large amount of
patronage due to logging operations. As high as e thousand men might
come into the community in a day. They needed lodging, food and strong
drink. MNost of the hotels provided all three. Mr. Jackson said that
rates at the hotel were remarkably low and yet money was meade., If a
lumberjack wanted e room for the night, the fee was 50 cents, However,
the Grand Rapids hotel had & large mumber of steady boarders.s The rate
for room and board was four dollars a week and the table was loaded dowm
with all that the customers would eat and most of them had good appetites,

The hotels in Grand Rapids went the way of most of the buildings
which were constructed of wood. They went up in flames, often on cold
nights. That is what happened to the Grand Rapids Hotel. It happened
to other hotels of that immediate neighborhood. The Gladstone went upn
in flames, as did also the old Pokegama which was on the site of the
present hotel, In fact, visitors in hotels in Grand Rapids, Deer River

and other communities always looked around for the way out in ocase of

fire or eyed the rope which was attached to the wall near the window,
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lost everyone who traveled a great deal during the early days had one
or more experiences in burning hotels,

Follwoing his experience in the hotel business in Grand Repids, Mr,
Jackson has traveled around a bit. iHe was on the west coast for some
time end also up into Alaska. lowever, he always returned to Grand Rapids
and comsidered this community his home.

Mr, Jackson never married. He says that since he has gone 92 years
without a wife that he fully expects to finish up a bachelor, For a
number of yeers he lived with his sister but since her death has lived

in various places and various families of the commumity.

It is Mre Jackson's theory that old age is the natural result of good

healths Outside 6f some recent illness, Mr, Jackson has never been sick.

He says that the sum of ten dollars would cover his doctor bills during

his whole life, That is less than ten cents a year."

wod. DQOQ u' 1938
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"One of the best Mercantile fimme in Northern Mimmesota between
forty and fifty years ago was Tuller Bros. Nearly a dogen stores, in
as many frontier towns, supplied the loggers with the materials they
needed to bulld and equip cemps, while the clerks in these stores sold
goods of various kinds to the families living here, In Grand Rapids
the store was Tuller Bros. In Deer River it was the same while under
other names, but with the ecapital supplied by Tuller Bross, there were
stores in Tower, in Bena, Cass lake, Tenstrike, and other towns close to
the north line of the frontier,

Interest in this long gone mercantile firm was rovived this week by
the finding of a large amount of document of documents used in booklceep=-

ing in the @rand Rapids store, These papers were found in the attic of
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& house once ocoupied by Henry Tuller and femily, now owned hy William
Robinson, Ilocated on Pokegama avenue between Fifth and Sixth streets,
the building is being remodeled into apartments, Albert Powell, doing
the plunbing in the remodling work, saw the pepers, and realiged that
they were of value to the writers of this colum,

The Tuller Bros. store in Grend Rapids, back in 1894, the year that
most of the papers are dated, ocoupied the building now housing Herb Brier's
clothing store. The brothers were Henry and George. Ilenry wes merried,
and with his feamily occupied home two blocks to the north, He died a

number of years ago. George, who was wmarried, alweys remained single,

He is mow living in Bemidji,

Several men well known in later years in Itasca county got merchane
dising experience in the Tuller storés, The late Henry Hughes started
there as & dry goods clerk, and it was with cepital supplied in part by
his former amployer that he opened his first store in Cohasset. Frank
Hughes hed personel experience in'the Fuller storess A. A; Reid knows
about them by actual contact. M, A, Spang served an apprenticeship as
clerk for the Tuller interests, and there were otherss Known as just
and liberal employers, positions in their stores were valued,

In 1894, when the papers found recently were being used, there was
no Great Northern railway in this section. The Duluth & Winnipeg ex-
tended from Duluth to Deer River, but according %o the freight bills was
operated by the North Star Construection company, not having yet been
turned over to the reilway company. It was two or three years after this
date that the Great Northern acquired the Duluth & Wimmipeg, end built

' between Deer River and Fosston. Freight rates were higher then than

now, From Duluth the rate on orated furniture was $1.20 per hundred
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pounds. On heavy freight, like kegs of nails, it was as low as 52 cents
& hundred, which seemed to be the botton price for freight.

Tuller Dross operated a real department store, selling everything
for the howme, the camp and the fam, which might be needed in a2 new
countrys It beceme necessary for them to protect their accounts with
some of the log Jobbers and tc take over the timber and sell it. One
receipt notes payment of $186 % Js A, Bowman Jr., covering his claims

on all timber belonging to John Campbell.

Some merchandise was lower in price then, Two coples of invoices

are interesting, ' Une shows the purclimse from Marshall-Vells Hardware
conipany of Duluth of ten kegs of tempermy nails at §1.85 & keg. Just a
fow days later the E, W, Backus company, later te become the present
International Lumber Company, bought four kegs of tenpenny nails at
#3480 a keg, indicating et least a reascnable profit on the nails, The
wholesale price of soda orackors was tliree and half cents a pound, while
the fanciest cookies, shipped from the New York Bisouit Company of
Chieago, cost the merchant fourteen cents a pound,

In those early days there was little oall for gascline, but kerosene,
used almost entirely for all lighting except the main business section,
was used in large quartities, One carlet shipment from the Standard 0il
Company included GO barrels of kerosene at eight end = quarter cents e
gallon, and five barrels of gasoline at ten cents, Gasoline wes used
mostly for operating amall engines, and for driving motor boats.

Wed, Dec. 21, 1938
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"There are many interesting people in Itasca County, and many good

stories Yo be learneds One man who now lives quietly on e farm up in

Arbo township has had & colorful career in three countries. This is
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William Clafton, who has lived in lingland, his birthplacej; Canada, and
the United States,

Born in England moré than three quarters of a century ago, Mr.

Clafton grew up in a muglcal atmoaphere.,  lie studied piano playing, also
tuning of plaxncs. The call of & new country brought him to the United
Jtates at the age of 18 years, Settling firet in New York State, he work-
od in the imn;zmima near the Adirondack mountains, It wes thore he met
the zirl who was to become hias wife, daughter of My, & lirs. Oscar Bullis,
When his wife's parents decided to move to Mimesota and teke up a home=

stead, Mr, & Mrs. Clafton also declded & new state would be worth trying,

80 camé to Grand Repids. Osear Bullis had taken as & homegtead the land

now ocoupled by the Ralf Dethloff family in Arbe,

Arriving in Grand Rapids, My, Clafton soon found room for his musical
talents, le was about the only really good piemo player in towm, 45 years
ago, and the only person in this part of the state who Imew how to tune
pianos, Host of the pianos used here in those days were loeoated in saloons,
Which supplied musio of sort for their patrons, so it was saloons that Mr,
Clafton found most call for his skill as & piano tuner: He tuned instru-
ments in Grand Hapids, laPrairie and Deer River, ever going to towns fur-
ther away at timea,

As the piano pleyer of ability in Grand Rapids, lir. Clafton found
his services much in demand, He was sought for when a player was meeded
at any of the shows which cconsionally etme to town, With the late C, E.
Alken playing the cornet, some good violin player and lir, Clafton at the
piano, o danee orchestra good emough for almest any oocasion was formed,
On e mmber of occasions such a trio supplied the musio for dances in the

old village hall; which was torn down %o make room for the present Grand

Rapids village hall, loocal churches too, often needed a piamo player,




Wieds Dec, 21, 1938
Pe 14 o0l 1,

Mr. Clafton remembers well being called upon to play in the llethodist
church in the morning and the Presbyterian church in the evening, of the
sane Sunday. The lMethodist church then stood where the English Lutheran
church is mow located, snd the Pregbyterian church raised its spire where
the Henler bullding stands,

While Mr, Clafton may not have been the first musioc tescher to form
& eclass in plano in Grand Rapids, he certainly wes among the first. He
had a nunber of juvenile piano students, to whom he taught the rudiments
necessary before the instrment ocould be mastered. Une of these pupils,

8 boy, lived in la Prairie, and lirs Clafton well remembers deiving down
there with a horse and buggy, onocs a week, to hear this lad in his lessons.
Though he cannot reeall the name of the boy. There are doubtless men and
women now living in Grend Repids who oan recall taking piano lessons from
lire Clafton nearly half a century ago.

Mre & Mrs, Clafton lived in a house located where the Becker grocery
was bullt & year or o ago, The house was then owned by My, Bullis, later
it was occupied by Dr. Storeh, and still later by e succesion of femilies
until moved sway to meke room for the groocery store.

Seeking flelds where his musical talent might find better expression,
Mr, Claffon tools his femily to eastern Canadae. For some years they lived
in Ottawa, and Quebee, in different towns as the meed for pisno tuning
developed, They finmally moved beok into New York State, treveling with
hopse and buggy, as automobiles were mot yet known. For some years lr,
Clafton worked as a piano tuner there, until failing eyesight and a
lessened demand for his services as a piano tuner made another move seem
Necessary,

For the second time the Clafton family moved to Mirmmesota, coming to

their present farm in Arbo township about 16 years ago. lere they are

content to 1ive out the sunset of an éventful life with their children,
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some of them neayr at hand,

Although his eyesight is wery poor, Mr, Glafton’s hands

forgotten thelr cumning, or his memory the ability to play e

When he can be persuaded to sit dowm to the key-board, the style and
character of the musio he plays entirely from memory indioates some=
thing of his skill with this master instrment im the days of his

youth,"
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"The growth in the number of business institutions in Grand Rapids
reminds us that on one cornmer in town groceries have been sold for
about 47 yearss This is the corner where the Johnson store is now
found and where from the earliest times, John Beckfelt and his associates
sold the necessities of life.

While rumaging around the building at the time of its reconstrue-
tion, Mr. Johnson picked up an 6ld order book. It was that used by the
firm of Beckfelt and Mather to record orde:s of groceries. The first
entries appear on November 17, 1891, F. As King was cherged with a
gallon of kerosene, & barrel of apples and five pounds of sugar. The
book carrys the orders of Grand Hapids housewives well along into the
early summer of 1892s

One of the interesting things about the orders of those days is
their simplicitye There was not wery much variety to business in a
grocery store in those days compsred to these timess FPeople bought
sugar, flour, eggs, potatoes, trunips, cabbages, tea, coffee, and other

simple necessities. Fror insteance, in the whole book there is not a

mention of & single item of canned gq?cs, except one for condensed milk.
that J
The truth is/%here were very few or mo canned goods in a grocery store

in Grand Rapids in 1891, People ate those things whish could be dried
or -etherwise preserved.

Another interesting feature is found in the prices of products.
Some of them are very much the same as todays. For instnace, the price
of sugar in 189)1 was approximately what it is now. Potatoes were 50

cents a bushel. They are nearer two dollars todey. Eggs were 30 cents
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a dozen. Cracked corn is selling today for not far from double what

it did in 1891 and g hundred pounds of {lour that Béckfelt eand Mather
sold for three.dollurs now sells for approximately half as much again.
kolasses was about helf the price then as now and that can of condensed
milk sold in February, 1892, brought 18 centss Grand Repids had no
telephones in those days and no electric lights. 'A lerge nmumber of
orders included kerosene.

41l the food and merchandise sold in Grand Rapids in 1891 was im-
porteds The community which may now ship out eggs by the carload prob=
ably did not have a dozen hens when Beckfelt & Mather were first in
businesss The turnips the cabbages the potatoes which were sold here
were doubtless brought up in a 'boat in those earlier days. Everything
that the village needed was brought in.

Naturally there was a great difference in the appearance of a
store in tho.e early days and now. 4 store had few shelves and more
barrels and boxess lost commodities came in bulk and were divided in
the store for the trades In those days there was hardly a time when
an Indian or & long bearded lumbermén was not found in a storé.

lany are the {eamilier names which appear on the order book of 36
years agos. Among those names are King, Tyndall, Cudney, Lathrop, Mo=
Alpine, Shurtleff, Lremer, Thurston, Hennessey, Johnsen, Parker, Powers,

Uoren, and Castleburge. The old timers may remember all of these people.

There are & few of the names thet are unimown to the present generatioh.

A merchant in those earlydays also did business with lumber camps.
He sold them oats, hay, and other supplies, Beckfelt and lather did

some business of this kind. In this book are to be found the nares of
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the Akeley Lumber Company, Knight and MeCarthy, Colburn Erothers, Blake
Brothers, and Sims. Few, if any, of these names are familiar tec those
of today. - The records of years ago are reminders of the fact that those
who are active and prominent in one generation may be almost entirely
strangers to the next,

John Beckfelt was a pioneer of the pionéers. He was oné of the
first merchants in & vast territroy extending from Aitkin to the Cana=
dian borders« lie came to Grand Rapids in the early eighties. His first
store was of logs down near the rivers In about 1890 he moved up among
the big pines on the hill. ' He built the store which he occupied for so
many yearss. ror & substantial part of the time while lr. Beckfelt was
in business in Grand Rapids he was associated with Usear L. Mather.

Mr¢ Mather now lives in southern Minnesotas

The ‘corner on which John Beckfelt built his store has had but two
ownershipse ' The present owmer issJohn A. Johnsen, who ceme to Grand
Rapids 32 years ago. Mr. Johnsen came first as & clerk in the Henry
Hilling store. Later he worked in the Dan Casher store; located in &

freme bullding where the MciAlpine block now stands, and then he spent

several years with Henry Hughes. He went to Deer River, where for seven

years he was associated M. J. Baker. . He returned to Grand Rapids in
1922 to establish his store and later to purchase the Beokfelt corner

with its traditions of pioneger business.
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*In the railroad perk at Grand Rapids stands an immense load of
logse Vilth ite typical bobsled and concrete foundution, this 'last load®
serves a momument to a romentic period that once held sway in the tim=
ber region of Northern Minnesotas That period constituted the fabled
lumberjack and Paul Bunyan day, when fortune smiled and a great industry
hummed,--while the virgin tinber crop of the staete was being harvested
and soldes
With the arrival of this 'last load' in the major logging operations

in the Grand Haplds srea, an extended period of light logging begane
This letter period is still intact, and forms the basis mainly for a
present-day importent paper industry that has had ane xtensive devel=-
cpement in that reglones This type of logging hes besome an industry in
itself, that thrives as the remaining timber-lends produce a rapid growth
of small timber. In the main, however, the ocutover land has been con=
verted intofirms of the better and more improved tvpes. Farm homes,
diary berns and silos are prominent features of the pre-ailin /sis/
landscapa.

But with all, there is still a:newness to the region that is re-

freshinge The lekes, river, and interveniig timberlands oreate a nabture=

al peradise for tourists who frequent thaet territory in great mmbers
each year to eseape suwer heat and try their skill at fishing. The
region is part of ‘e great netural pleyground that is becoming more pop=
uler esch yeers

SI1GNB OF PROGRESS

Those who come from outside of the state and find their way as
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far north as Grand Raplds are apt to expect to find & region given
over largely to surmer resorts, lakes, fish and geme. It is an easy
matter to piotwre farming as being conducted mainly as a means of feed-
ing tourists and townspeople, but this industry, as it now stands has

a mueh wider application.

The territory, however,: is still in the midst of a transition

stages New settlers ere ocoming in each year, farms ere being improved,
and new lands are clesred snd put under cultivation. Grend Repids in
the past has druwn its subsistenge from the lumber end mining indus-
tries, but eside from deriving income from these sources and from tour=-
ists, it is fast becoming a town that thrives in the midst of & well=
developed agricultural areas Lhrough this developement & more certain
foundation is formed; for, while tourists and sumrer residents come

end go, and other sources of incone vary, the farms of the lecel trade
area and those who operdate them stay on the job the year around,

Grand Raplds is the county seat of ltasca county, which is said to
be the largest county eest of the Nississippi river., In the western
part: lies the great Chippewa National Forest, and on the eastern side,
& good portion of the Lesabi Iron Rengeée It is claimed that there are
387 lekes within the county limitse These lokes very in sige and are
well distributed over most of this wide area. Fully one=half of this
nunber are restocked emnually with pike, bass, and trout from the state
hateherys Grund Repids is situated within easy reach of several impor-
tant lekes, but still much of the trade area is better suited to arming
than to developement of resort enterprises,

Agriculture in this region has had rather an uphill elimbs It has

been necessary to make cutover lands into improved farmss ' In this pro~-
v Y
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cess, stump must be removed and new lands subdued, but the abundant oil
resources of the region have helped greatly. Clover and alfalfa grow
well, ‘and thus is formed a magnificent support for the dairy industry,
that has thrived beyond reasonable expectations.

AID FOR FARIERS

It has been fortunate indeed for the Grand Repids region that the

North Cemtral Agricultural Ferm and School is loceted nearby. It is

situated only e mile from Grand Rapids. This institution is one of
five branch experimental stations locsated at verious parts of the state
to assist in solving the sgriculfural problems with specisl attention
to local conditions.

he experimental iwork dome by the state at Grand Repids has been
very helpful to farmers of that regions Speciel emphasis has been
placed on erops that prove most profitable under conditions existing
thers. Various phases of potatoe growing have received attention, both
in the matter of market grades and seed stocke. Dairying, and dairy
herd improvement have constituted major lines of work. In addition
also, the igricultural School has offered & splendid opportunity to
farm boys and girlsto get an education to better fit themselwes to
become skilled in their chosen profession, and to operate farms of their
own at & better profit.

In gooperation with the Extension Division of the state and the
United States Department of Agriculture, county and eity officials
have been alert in the promotion of the well=plenned agricultural pro=-
grame. In this connection, a live wire county sgent snd an assistant in

home ecomies have beén kept on the job constantlys. A, He Frick is
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county agent at this time, and is sbly assisted by liss Sareh Cina, as
home demonstration agents The progrem of this organization is comprehen=
sive, end very helpful.

Aside from the dairy improvement projects, a very important type
of work is being done in this comnection with the growinz and marketing
of potatoes. The marketing program is outstanding. After careful
grading, both seed and table stock is sold under the 'Itasca Arrow-
head' label, through the Arrowhead Larketing Association. In the case
of  table stoek, a high mark has been set. The aim is %o go after the
fanoy market set by ldaho and other regions where faney potatoes are
grown for a special trade. The seed stock is grown mainly under cer-
tifieation regulations, the idea is to grab off e full-size slice of
the southern market for cerly seed stock. This market work is carried
on with more than usual caere, and results should show smple rewards to
the growers of the region, and bring an extra income to the Grand Rapids
trade erea. Sheep raising is important alsc, as well as the growing and
murké’:in{; of alfalfa and clover seeds

A11 hranchés of 4=H club work are well organized in Itasca county,
and are conducted on rather a large séale. Last year there was an en=
rollment of 1,576 boys and girls who engaged this work. There are 45

logal groups orgenized, each with good enrollment. leetings were called

regularly in local centers; and countywide meetings were held in the

Urand Rapids elubhouse at the experimentel farm, and in the new 4-H
elubhouse at the fair Grounds.
UNIQUE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Another unique feature of Grand Rapids is the local school system.

Here is located the seet of State Sechool Listriet No. 1, said to be the
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largest organized achool dlstriet in the United States. The bus system
that serves this school district reaches out from 30 to 35 miles, and
carries regularly 2,000 pupilse This consolidated school, drawing
pupils from a wide aré¢a, is another faector that edds materially to the
importence of Grend Kepids as an educeatiomal, social and trade center
of inereasing importences

A strong community movement has been under way in Grend Repids
territory for a good memy years. The signs of progress are mumerous,
and evident on every hande Town and country are working in close hare
mony for the general goode Grend Rapids is no longer e one-enterprise
bown, but on the eontrary, draws sipport from a wide variety of enter-
prises, and a wide ferm aree,

CLUB 18 ACTIVE

The first Commereial Club in Grand Hepids was organized 33 years
agos However, it is only nine years now since this organization begen
to operate on its present plan.  Heetings are held regulerly each month,
with numerous specisl meetings called as the occasiondemenda. It is
e live organization, that is working end plamning constantly for the
good of Greand Rapidmyand the surrounding region.

buch effort is pleced on promoting the region as a resort center,

end furthering road construotion, but more and more; the inportance of
. L ]

farm trade im the surrounding territory is being realized. Wherever,
and whenever possible this orgeniszetion is lending support to all move=-
ments that pertain to the betterment of fearm conditions: A committee
is active in the promotion of trade days of verious kinds, local cele-
brations; and entertaimment features that bring people in from farms

and outlylng towms.
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Grand Rapids is the converging point of six trunk highways. 4ll
trunk highways and county roads sre surfeced with blagk top and heavy
grevel, and well meintained. These roads serve & lerge trade ares,
from which farm people, eepecially, come to Grand Rapids to supply thelr
needs and avail themselves of adventeges offered as a social and educat=
ionsl centere.

'he reglon embraced in ltasca county is very large. ‘It constitutes
a territory which should lend itself to meny developeméonmts as time goes

ons As the years pass since the tLime of the errival of the *last load!

of big sesle logeging days, Crand Fepids and the surrcunding territory

should continue to develop over a wide fromt."
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Grand Rapids Herald Review
Wednesday, Decenber 8, 1937
Po 1, 00le 1
"While this column hge told of the pioneers, the lumberjacks,
trappers, traders, merchants and eerly residents of this community
and county, it is not the intention to negleet the ladies. The women
viho came to Itasca county in the early deys were piongers, even nore
than the mens Many of the herdships with which they contended were
hayder for them than for their husbends, brothers or sonsge
There sre now living in the community e number of ladies who ocauwe
here close to & half a ventury agoe Of these pioneers none bas lived
longer in the community than Krse John Beckfelt.
lrse Beckfelt came here in 1885. ' She was the daughter of Edwin
NeHorter who came up the river toestablish & stopping place at what
was then a cluster of log cebins near the Hapidse After residing in the
community for some months, krse Beckfelt was married. Her husband,
John Beokfelt, & piomeer werchant of not merely Grand Rapids, but of a
great part of northern Iinnesots, had come to this section in gbout
1882+ Ee had build e log store down near the river. From this he con=
ducted a mercantile business. Nyrs Beckfelt was the first postmaster in
Grand Rapids and he gerved a territory that extended west to Fosston,

east to nearly Duluth, and norih to the Cenadian borders For & mumber

of years the Beckfelt home was made in the seccnd story of the log

building where the store was located.

The first white woman to meake s pérmanent home in Grend Rapids, ac=
cording to Mrse Beckfelt, was krs. Katherine Lent, MNrs. lent ceme to
Grand Rapids as & widow in ebout 1883+  Mrse. Lent lived the rest of her
life in Grend Repidss She was for many years in the millinery business

in the communitye. She bullt the freme building in which the Gamble
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store is now found and whose second story has been used for many years
by the Masonic lodges

Second in peint of residence was the late Nrs. Mike McAlpine and
& pioneer lady who came gt about the same time was Mrse L. Feo Enox,
whose husband was also in the mercantile business in Grand Rapidss All
of these early settlers came up tie river from Altkin, most of them on
the Andy Gibsom, the well known steamboat of pioneer dayse

Shortly after 1886 or 87 a mmber of women came to the community.
The first white ohild to be born in Grand Repids was Keyme Sherry,
deughter of Mre and lirse James Sherry. Jeames Sherry ran & hotel on
the north side of the river aud for many years was once of the well
known men of the sections lr. and ¥rse. Inox had & daughter, Julis, who
was & young child in the early dayss Mrs. Beckfelt states that she be-
lieves that she wes born in Altkin rether than Grand Rapids. Another
child to be borm in the early times wes Carrie Beckfelt, now lirs. Gramt

Seaton of Coleraine,

The. ladies of the days & half e century ago had little to enter=

tain thems They visited together and spent their time knitting and in
conversation. Once & week the mail would come in, That oreated some
interest for a day or two. After about 1890 the community developed
rapidly end soon there were many women and children in Grand Rapidse
fhen children eame into Grand Rapids it oreated the necessity for
a schools John Beckfelt led the movement to establish the first school
in this seotions He was not only clerk of a board of education which
served a large sres, but he donsted time, momey and property for school

purposess The first school was locatedsbout where the railroad tracks
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are-now found; somewhat north of the Pokegame hotels. It was & log
structure and the first teacher was Martha kaddy who later beceme Xrs.
Warren Potter of Altkin and who died several years ego in CGrand Rapidse
In this first sehool in 1887 there were two white children, Emma
Clough and Eva McDermid« There were also three or four Chippewa child-
ren to make up an enrcllment of five or six. Within two or three years
the old school had been outgrown and a new frame school was put on the

present location of the central schocls.

krs. Beckfelt rccalls, as & remarkeble tradition of the early days,

the lack of trouble and disorder. : There were mo fights except among
the lumberjacks themselves snd people were safee. For many years there
was not & policemean or once engeged to enforce the laws in the communitye.
Charles Yyons, who was & clerk in the Beckfelt store w,s the first econ=
stables It was seldom thet he was called.

In the eprly days there were no physicisns in or neer the community
and the ladies of the town assisted st births and desths. In about 1888

a doctor came to lLa Prairies Later there wes a doctor at Grand Repids."




Grend Rapids Notes
He He Havige
liovember 6, 1940

Orend Rapids Herald Review
Wiednesday, Novewmber 24, 1S37
Pe'l, cols
"The {irst newspaper to be printed and published in Grand Repids
wie the Grind Rapids Magnet. The first .issue of this publieation
appeared om July 1l, 1881s The publisher was A+ G, Berard and he was
essisted by Ce Le Prati, s pionser sttorney of the community, as editor.
&e Go Dernard hed established & newspaper at La Prairie about 1888,
He thowght Le Frairie was to be the metropolis of sll Northesstern Mimne
esotas With the advent of Grand Rapids as a community, he chenged his
sind and in a ghort time became as enthusiastic for Grand Repids as he
had been for its early msighbor.
in fact, Dernard wes very swe that Orand Feapids was to go shead
and Ls Prairie was to go to pleces. In the first issue of the paper
at Orand Re ids he commented of the fect that the depot et La Prairie

"

had cmught on firee. 0He stated thet it wes fortunste that it did not

bura for if 4t had, the rallroad company probably would not rebuild it,.

The first issue of the liggnet in Crand Repids devoted several ecol~
umns to the wonderful prospeets which were confronting Itasca ccunty.

t8 song wes that of ell newspapers sinee that time. Itasca had great
possibilities in &griculture, mining and timber.

The edvertisements in the first issue of the Kegnet were an index
a8 to the business in Grand Rapidse Daniel W. Doran had completed the
Pokegamme Ae U+ Grove had a drug stores Ereser and Ling had established
an abstract and real estete offices James Sherry was running the Grend
Rapide hotels Ls Fe EKnox advertised génersl merchandise and stated

that he was the ticket, trade and forwarding agent for the stesmer 'Feun!
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of ‘Altkine Other adventisers were Fotier & Company, W. Cs Tyndall, and
the Wells-Stone lkercantile Company, end the Itasce County Park, both of
La Prairie. Jolin Beckfleld advertised his goodse We deo & Hs 'Ds Powers
were established in busivess. Ge Re Ellis had a grocery store. Vence
and Breckecridge were deslers in dry goods, groceries, hay, fish, fur
end ganes

Ae Gs Bernard ran the Crand Repids legnet for several years.
Later he went to Walker and then further Wests Within a year or two,
two other newspapers cswe into the communitys The Review was establighed
by Graffem & Orr. Nr. Orr is still in the printing business in Duluthe.
Ee¢ Co Kiley established the Heralds Ilater he purchased the Review to
make the Lerald-Review of today. &« Ceo Anderson and his brother moved
in o newspaper froau la Prairie which wes continued as the Itasea County
Independent . The Lagnet continued during most of these changes. It {in=-
ally fell into the ownership of the late Henry Hughes and he sold it %o
the propristors of the Lerald-Review and the Independent who divided up
the type and the equipment and discontinued the name and the publication.

To esteblish a new peaper 1n a new country was quite an undertaking.

Commercial business wes small. Legal publishing, in connection with

land notices, beceme guite substantial."
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Crand Repids lerald Review
Wednesday, November 17, 1937
Po l, co0le 1
The firast newspeper ever to be published for Grand Rapids was the
Grand Rapids Weelkly Eaglé« This was not printed in the community. It
was established by Ws We Canfield of Brainerd and was doubtless printed

down river.

The first issue of the Weekly Esgle appeared om July 3, 1890, It

made its appearance the week that the Duluth & Winnipeg railroad ocsame
into Grand Repids propers It desoribed how the railroad hed been en=
tended from lLa Prairie over the revine near the present courthouse and
bhow the driving of a spike by one of the ladies of the commumity cele=
brated the completion of the roads The depot had not been locateds

The first issue of the Bagle was well received outside of Grand
Rapidse The second issue was hopefuls How long the paper lested is
not a waiter of record, However the Eagle ceme and went but its publi-
catlon left same historys

The issue of July 19, 1880, described Grand Rapids.

The first building in Grend Espids, according to the Eegle, was
erected on the river bank in 1874 by Le G. Seuvey, whose deughter, Mrs.
Je Re O'Nalley, is now a resident of the community. Werren Fotter was
regarded as a founder of the town for he established a trading post et
sbout the same time. These bulldings, used for meny years, still stend
on the Wheaton property south of the rivers Another early store was
that of Ls ¥ Knox, while John Beekielt had been postmaster sbout seven
yeers when the first issue of the Eagle ‘appeareds

the towneite had been surveyed and avenues snd streets had been

laid out by July, 1890. On the morth side of the river was to be found
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the Beokfelt end Kknox storés. East of these stores was the Itasea
Hiotel operated by Charles Learneys 4s T. Nelson had s large restaurant
and refreshment plece. Adjeining the Itasce and opposite the hotel
stood Hobert HeCabe's ssloon. ' Further west in the block opposite the
present location of the paper mlll office was the hotel and saleon
opersted by Jemes Sherrys Next to it was the Bodega saloon, On the
river bank wus the steemboat landing and a steel bridge of 160 feet
span hgd Just been completed,

Also on the north side of the river were to be found tﬁo Cleve=
land Jowelry store, the barber shop of Ba Fe Sims and the office of L
Re Lawls, a olvil engineer who laid out the town., In July 1890 Lewis
had just completed laying out an addition for Jd« B« Cha,terﬁon of Minne
eapolis.

On the South side of the river several business housés were located.
George Meyers was the mansger of the FPotter & Company store. M, L. Toole
hed a saloon and there was the ¥oods & Uely blacksmith shope

The first church in the community had been organized by Rev. Thomas
Finlay, a Presbyterian pastor from Luluthe This was in Jamuary, 1890,

revious to thet time there had been services in various homes in the

community by those of the Eplscopal and Catholic denominationse

Grend Repids wes building up very repidly. ' Materials for & saw
mill were expected by beat from Brainerd. The National hotel was under
constructions  The eitizens of Crand Rapidse had pledped the railrosd that
e large hotel would be constructeds He L, Powers was en route to CGrand
Rapids end the steamer Feun of Aitkin was bringimg up his stock of

goodss John Beckfelt had commensed grading for the building which he
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hgd ocoupied for so lomge €+ G. Hartley of Imluth was about to begin
the econstruction of the building used 80 many years by the First Natiomal
Bank of Gramd Repidse. Several residences were being constructed.

There were big things talked ebout in those early deys. The most
important interest, outside of the developement of theé community, was
the lumber industry. 1In July 1890 there wore still logs in Pokegama
but the drive was practically completed. Over on the range mining was
being cerried on at the Diamond mine where drilling wes in operation.
Le We Klages, the mansger of the mining operations, complimented the
community on the fact that a wagon road was to be constructed seross the
range. A bridge aeross the PFrairie river was to built at a cost of
$1,200.. The commert was that it probably would be some time before the
bridge was used by very many peoples

The Eagle, like most froatier newspapers, devoted a considerable
amount of spage to promoting the town inm which it wes located. Praise
of the advanteges of Northern linnecsota, and deséription of the exceptional

location of Grand Rapids, was generous.

The Grend Rapids Eagle did net rest very lonmg in the community on

its flight, but in itssort existence, it was hopeful and interesting."
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the transfer of property were Thomas Kelly and Lawrenoce 0'Leary, but

by their intimates, the new ownere were termed 'Pig Eye Kelly' and
‘Larry the Brute.' The latter received his nickname from his habit,
when a logglng foreman, of telling the cookee, in the early hours of
the morning 'Holl out those brutes in the bunkhouse, its time to feed
'enl.'

In looking sround CGrand Rapids for old friends last week, My,
Smith found George Arscott, mayor of the village,; who in 1880 was cook-
ing for Barnmey Finnegan at the dame 4Another old friend F. A. McVicar,
who was & well kiown logging jobber in this vicinitye  Fred Willmen of
Cut Foot Sioux was at that time holding down hie fether's homesteed on
Pokegame lake, and wes another old friend of Clark Smithe. luring much
of his stey in Itasca county on his recent visit, lrs Smith was a puest
of Mr., Willmen at his Cut Foot Sloux resorts Archie MoDougall was en=
other old timer with whom he enjoyed visiting.

Among tihe logging firms active in the woods around here 45 years
agoy ¥re Smith recalls Je¢ Pe¢ Sims, logeging near Dear lake; layward
Brothers who operated north of Deer riverj the Ce 4. Smith Lumber Com=
pany, who had several jobbers putting in timberi Powers & Simpson, who
eftorward built a logring railroud from Swan River to Hivbing; Jim
Sherry, operating on that part of Fokegema lake which bears his name,
end a number of otherss

After leaving Crand Rapids lNre Smith went to Minneapoliss: He sol:
goods on the road for a time, then went to North Daltota to engage in
cattle ranching. He hadcattle on & large range a number of miles out

from Kenwere until the influx of homesteaders cut down the wild, free
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Crand Rapids Herald Review

Wednesday, October 13, 19387

Po 1, cole 1

"One of the resl old time business men of Grand Fepids was beck

here last week, visiting with old friends, and recalling the stirring
tines of almost a half a century agos Clark Smith, now of Ogden, Uteh,
was the visitor, end he found but few of the men elive who assoicated
with him when he entered business here in 1890.

Clark Smith became interested in stories of the tew, growing town

gt the head of navigation on the Mississippi, Orand Raplds, while he

was working for the Northern Pecifie Rsilway Company st Drainerd in
1886, The next year he ¢ame up on & steamboat and looked the town
over, and was 80 impressed with its possibilities thel in 1890 he de-
cided to go into business here, selling liguor and clgarse For a lo=
cation he seleéted & building which stood about where the W. 0. Cates
clumbing and heating cencern is now loosteds His first stock of goods
was brought up by steamboat from #itkin, and a mmber of future orders
were hendled in this mannere . Much of the passenger transportation to
Orand Rapids was also by river steaver at that time.

During the next four years, in which ¥r. Smith was in business
here, logring was at its height, and the Lown was orowdec with lumber—
jecks in spring end felly river drivers through the sumier, and business
wes brisks Vhen he first went into business, Mr. Smith was associated
with Al Ngsom, also well known to the early settlers. He purchased Ers
Nason's interest in the business after a time, and conducted it alones

In 1895, beoaming dissatisfied with the nature of the business he
was running, Mre Smith decided to wlls The purchasers were two men

well known in theearly history of Crend Rapids. The nexes signed %o
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renge, and it was necessary to close out the ranch. For a time he
lived in Kemmare, and held the office of mayor for a nmumber of terms.

Rsilroad construotion was at its peak some 35 or 40 years ego,
and Mrs Smith took contracts for building gredes for the Northern Pae-
ific, the Creat Northern and otherlines. He worked with animal ‘power,
using Missouri mules instead of horses, snd at times had seversl hunm~
dred men and mules on his grading jobs.

buring his trips through the west, establishing homes in several
localities, kr. Smith found time to marry and reise & femily. 4 daugh=
ter, when grown, merried & men who was engsged in wholessle and retail
selling of gasoline and 0il et Ogden, Utah. Vhen his son-in~lew died
& few years ago, Mres Smith took over the business, snd it has a source
of .interest in it, as well as an opportunity to make money. His con=
cern is known as the Atlas 0il Company, ahd has a large mumber of tank
wagons hsuling to other points besides supplying his retail outlets in
Ugdens

Though he likes the pine woods of kinnesota, end enjoys coming
here for a visit, Mr. Smith believes the West is the best place to live.
Ogden hes & mild climete, and irrigeted lands there produce heavily of

many kinds of fruit. There are several lerge canning factories in the

town, indicating that much farm produce is canned for ssle elsewhere.”
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Grand Rapids Herald Review
Wednesday, June 2, 1837
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inty longer than
of Grand Rapidse

on-Little Vermill=

west of (Uchasgsets

the late [al 180 about §6 yesars ‘ag that James

2 2 1 .
118 HNecx 01

the Woods.  He came up from
boats On the boat were sbout 36 men bound for work
and sbout 30 tons of freight. The trip up fror
dayse« .The boat was pushed sll of ‘the way

plenk along th id When some rapids wereé encountered
load was removed and there was vlenty of shing and haulinge
end Gillespie, eerly loggers of this section, had the first call
the services of Jim Rose iig canme Lere to go to work for them.
they wished him to meke another trip down und up the rivere

so the young lurberjeck went o work for the Bazley lumber

Ad “oamps near ‘Grand pids ] irst job was that

goods behind 4 oxens This trip was from Grend Hapid

Freirie Lake. Ismediately above the rapids on. the Mississippi were

ne meadows on which were found a number of stacks of hays That alse

md ¢ gotten on its way to the lumber cemps te feed the oxen whieh
were then the only beasts of burden in the woods.

whom Jemes Eoss wmet at (rand Repids were Bob lcCabe

The community, which has been deseribed before, was

buildinge nedr the river. Beek a little distance from

the woods begane
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Mr. Ross well remerbers one of his early trips morth of Grand
Repids. It was a winter day end darkness fell in the big woods at
about four in the afterncon. It had just come dark when close to his
sleigh a great timber wolf began to howl. Immediately on the other
side another wolf dnswered. Jim Hoss did not know what would Happen.
He crawled out on the pole between two of the oxen. But the wolves
did no demage except to howle

Jim Hoss has been in or near Itasca county since he landed at
Crend Repids in 1882, He worked in the woods, primarily for two or
three outfitse. After.working for Ba;ley he spent someé time with the
Heywoods, well known loggers of the early day from Kinneepolis. A
nurber of years wes spent with Lorrey & Libby, well known nsmes of &
half .a century agos Sometires the summer would be spent at the saw-
mills in Minneapolis. - But Jemes Koss never liked to be away from the
woods. Later he did some logging om his owne

In the first few years of the woods James Hoss spotted some lend
with megnificent pine on Vermillion lake« In 1898 he filed on this
property es a homestead. He came to Grand Eapids for his papers and
got them of 1. D. Ressussen, who had then began his long term in county
offices  Then began the work of ecutting the timber and clearing the
£ood ‘lande HNueh of the propertywss put under cultivation. In 1921 James
Ross raised end marketed over six thousand bushels of potatoes.

The most -interesting experience of James Ross' life in the woods
was on the Bear River. Heywood, for whom Ross was employed and the Day

Brothers were both logzing on this river. Each hed put in about four

million feet. The Heywood cemp thought that they would put something
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(Cont?d)
over on the Lay Brothers for the two operators were not on very good
term8e  The Bear iiver does not hold »uch waters A dam had been o on=

structed to conserve what there wase. The plan of the Heywood was to

open the dam without wernings rush out their own logs and leave the

Lay logs high and dry pa the bank for angther season.
ed

On & certain day at noon the Heywood canmp opez/%h@ deme. Fifty men
were ready 1o take out the logs. There was great haste snd excitements
However, one of the Dey men was friendly with sen at the Leywood camp
and had visited theres He saw what wes up, He made haste to warn the
Daye of the plan. lieywood men overtook hims, They seld thal in war sples
were hung but in this case he would be tiedup for awhile. Jim Sullivan,
foremsn of the lay camp discovered the nan, released him and soon the
Lay Brothers were in sctions They hed onlysbout 30 men gt their campes
But these men worked hard. Everyone worked.  Leonard Lay one of the
brothers, happened to be in camp and he went to work. Jim Hoss saw
him riding e blg log and €ried to tip him off. But len lay wes a good
man on logzse

In a short time the water begen to go down. . The Heywoods end the
Days patched up their aifficulties. However, half the logs on Bear
river stayed where they had been put for two or three years. -They were

n

finally teken out.
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Grend Kapids : "Pokegame has doubtless had a more romantic history then any

Herald Review /  other lake in this section. On this pege is presemted a photo=

dednesday [ greph of what was believed to be the Pirst freme structure ever

July 6, 1632 { built on the shores of this lskes It was not the first house for

Pe 1, Cols e probably there have been log struetures on the shores of Pokegema
for a hundred years. It was the first frame building, as far as
een be known, Fred Willman, who now resides at Cut Foot Sioux,
lived on it as @ boy. On another page in the peper is a deserip-
tion of an event of about forty years agos, The house was loocated
on lMoose FPoint,

We do 'not Imow who the earliest settlers on Pokegema may have
beens ¥r, Willmen remembers that Duncen Harris lived at the lake
at thet time and that the late Mike Jorden was also a resident of
that section,

Black's Arm to Pokegans, that gree which extends eastward from
the Pokegame bridge, wes nemed for ¥Williem Black, who lived on a
4 farm et the extreme east end of the leke, For some years he operated
a farm there for Sam Hamilton, an early-day logger.

Jo Gould lake was némed for Jc Gould, an early settler on this
lake which lies between Fokepama aprd the Mississippi river. The
point extending between the river and this lake was called Pokegama
Point in the earlier days and it played an important pert in the
life of the sectiom before Grand Kepids was establisheds Two men
who became prominent in Grand Repids lived on Pokegeme point. One
was Bob MeCable who later moved to the Fapids and another was Al
Neson, very well Imown to.the older residents of the commmity.
Both of these men had reputations for greet physical strength and
'were emong the leaders of their time,

George Galbreath well remembers en early trip on Pokegemie
He came up the Migsissippi river on & steamboat in 1884 and desired
to cross the lake which he then saw for the first time. He was to
crose with some Indians who were drunk, They walked to the lake
end embarked in birchbark cances at about the site of the golf course,
The Indians were singing or quarreling but did not let their cone
dition interfere with getting safely across the lake in their frail
cenoces, JAcrcss the lake on Moose Peoint wes a large log house
belonging to Charles Lyons, an Indiens When the party reached that
house it was decided to have & dance, A man by the neme of Burns,
who lived further down on what now is called Sherry's Arm, weas
summoned to bring his fiddles [e made musie for the white and
redskins to dance until he got drunk end fell onts his fiddle and
broke its Then the young Indians took up some pans and beat upon
them with sticks for the eontinvance of the dance, 'Mr. Galbreath
went outside end rolled hinself up in his blanket in the grass and
went to sleep while the dance was in progress. VWhen he woke up in
the morning the Indians were lying around drunk and the house was
completely burned,
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Wihile we are speaking of Pokegema leke we should like to give
some better informetion concerning the meaning of the word Pokegama,
Seversl have sasumed thot Pokegama meant *Spilders' However, the
Chippewa term for spider is entirely different. Finding this to be
the case we sought the most definite informetion upen the meaning
of this word, Thus we wrote to M, L. Burns, superintendent of the
Consolidated Chippewa Agency at Cass Lake, and & man well informed
in all Indian affairs. The term Pokegama refers to.the fact that
the lake is found off from the main course or chsmmel of the
Mississippl rivers Jr. Burns describes its mesning in the following
ways

"The word has varied meenings but the right meening I believe is
'off from the main course or chamnel,® in the same waters only
located off to one side. lNo doubt this hes reference to the Nigse
issippi river, Pokegama, off to one sides Pokege, meaning a trall
deviating from the main highway, being & part of the system only
being located off the main course,’

The change of the meening of the word Pokegeama will make cone
siderable difference with some stories which might be told about the
lakes It was thought that by the fact that the lake had so many arms
spreading out from the main body of water that it resembled, in a
general way, @ spider. Evidently s wrong conception of the meaning
of the word has prevaileds In this the Herald-Review has shared,

Most of the lakes in this region do not heve Indian names, Of
course there is Pokegeme, Wabana, Wimnibigoshish, The reasons
for more ordinary namés to lakes is that this immediete seetion was
net & prominent Indien eountry, The Chippewas did not come. onto the
Prairie end the Bigfork rivers as they did not like this section as
well as the country further to the west, FPokegama, however, was &
favorite lake with the Indiens as it is with the white men., It wes
lined with great timber, It possessed the finest of fishing. It
had attrections of meny kinds for the red man,

4A book could be written about Pokegama lake and the people whe
lived near'te its It would be a very interesting book with many
elemente of lasting romances With meny scores of miles of shore line,
Pokegeme has many features which mark it as omne of ‘the ouvtstanding
lakes in Mimmesote."
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"A WILD COUNTRY « PORTY YLARS AGO

Government Botenist Leamed of Indiens, et First Hand at Pokegema,

The following sceount of the adventures of early settlers on the
shore of Pokegema leke wes printed in Minneepolis paper of 1888 or
1890 The date was not given on the e¢lipping which ie still in the
possession of Fred J, Willmen of Cut Foot Siowx Imne Mr, Willmen
found the olipping snd the photogreph which is reproduced on the
front page this week, while looking through an old trunk which had
belonged to his mother,

Some of the statemeits made by the govermment betanist,
Dr. Sandberg, ere slightly misleading, It must Ve remembered that
he was a stranger here, and not familier with local ccnditions
as they existed more than forty years ago,

Here is his account of early homesteedings

'Two brave Minneapolis women and & stout hearted 1l6-year-old lad
21l alone in the wilderness, with no neighbors but an old hermit end
& run frenzied band of ghost dancing Chippewa - thet was the rather
unusual state of affairs which Drs J, Hs Sendberg, the goverment
botanist, ren across in his latest wanderings through the wilds of
northern Mimnesota, The women were holding down velusble pine claims
for their husbends and were 'roughing' it all that the temm implies,

The doctor hes just returned from his two week's trip to the
Lake Pokegama country in Itasca county, md he tells e most interesting
story of his experiences., The present terminus of the Winnipeg rosd
ig at Grend Rspids in Itasea county and almost ten miles from the lake,

It is & wild pine country, almost uninhsbited by man, and Dy,
Sandberg's surprise cen be imagined when he found, on the farther
lake shore two Minneepolis matrons, one mcoompanied by her 16-year=
old=boy, holding down claims of 160 ecres of pine land easch, The
rough experience they had with the Indians not lomg ago will be
read with interest in Minneapolis. The ladies are NMrs, John R.
Willmen, of &2!5th St, N¢ Esy end Mrs, Frank Thomas, )rs. Willmen's
néighbor, Mr, Willmen is & miller in Pillsbury A mill, end will be
remembered as 2 witness in the now famous Hellipern case. Heilpemn
&t one time boamrded at his house, Last spring early the men went to
Pokegama and steked out their claims. XNot being sble persanally to
cceupy them for the six months necessary before a title can be
socured they lelt wives es deputies, with young Willmen es guardian of
them,

A oouple :of rough shentles were hestily eonstructed, not far
epart, on the lake shore end rudely furnisheds Here the women and
boy have been sinee spring and here they will remain until late in
the fall.
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Dr. Sendberg went by reilroad to Grand Hapids and overland from
Grand Rapids to the leke. FHere he found en old hermit who, until
the advent of the Nirneapolis people, was the only humen being within
e radius of 10 miles, At the hermit's house he by sceident met young
¥illmen, who promptly took him across the lake to his mother's cabin.
The doctoer's surprise wasg complete when he sew the ladies and heard
their story.

The Indlans from Leech Leke reservetion eépende portion of each
summey on the shore of Lake Pokegems, hunting end fishings . 411 the
country round the leke formerly belonged to them, but was tough by
the govermment. The Indians, in reality, have no right et the lake,
but e they hed always been peaceable and gulet and there were no
white pecple for them to ennoy, they were tolerated by the authorities.
Messrs. VWillman and Thomas, it seems; remained st the lake seversal
weeks, ‘building ‘and furnishing the cabins eand laying'in provisions.
The Indiens were ceémped onlv e short distance from the shenties amnd
as long as the men were on the ground, were as friendly and agreeable
a&s could be desired. - The might following the departure of the men for
Minneepolis, however, the Indiens inaugurated a ghost dance and all
got gloriously drunk. ' In a frengied state they visited the two cabins,
flourishing end recklessly discharging firearms, end notified the
lone women to leave within three days or be killeds All night they
kept up their orgies near the house, and their loud cries effectually
drove sleep from the squetter's eyes,

In the darkness the son put off ‘in a boat and mede his way Tirst
to the hermit's house and then to CGrand Repids, where he told his
#torys The sheriff, a half breed, collected & posse of esitizens and
went to the cabinse Where they remeined for almost a week, on guard
night and day with Winohester rifless. The Indians in the meantime
had become sober, end the sight of the armed men called them to thelr
senses. They himbly admitted their fault, pitifully begged forgiveness
and feithfully promised in the future to bekh ave themselves end not
molest Mrs. Willmen and Mrs. Thomes, With this understanding that
they were permitted to remain and not ordered back ‘to the reservation.

The Indians had & final ghost dence the night the sheriff and his
men arrived, before they knew of their arrival, During the melee
several of the braves and squaws were seriously cut about the face and
body with hunting knivess The medicine men did not presume to bind up
the wounds given in a ghost dance, and so the Willmen boy, aided by
the citizens of Grand Replids, enacted the role of surgeon most success-
fully-

Dr. Sandberg remained as the guest of the two Minneapolis ladies
during his two week's stay and on his return was the first one to
bring news of their adventures to Minneepolis, Their husbands, as
may be imagined were horror-stricken snd prepared to leave for
Lake Pokegeme at once, The doctor, however, assured them that sll
danger was past, and they will defer their trip for several weekss,

’
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The feelings of the two women during the Indian uprising can be
better imegined then desecribed,

The land thet has been claimed by the Messrs, Ffillmen and
Thomes is heevily stocked with first-eclass pine, whioh will
readily sell for from $6,000.te 18,0004 4 young man nemed
Lawrence, living just above Dr, Sandberg's store on 5th St, N. E.,
near Centrel avenue and scross the street from Uillmen's, was
recently offered $5,000 for some land he had cleimed on this lake,.

The women now think the denger is over and are resclved to stay
until the six months are up, having stayed this longe When they
went to the lake both were in poor heelth and the 'roughing it' hes
worked wonders for thelfr heelth, much to the joy of 211 the members
of both families,”

Mre. Simners-

This will be ell of the speocia] items esked for both as
the column and the article en toto.
flause
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St. Paul Public Library Sept. 13, 1938

"Steamboat ‘Nevigation in the Upper Mississippi"

"##kxAs intelligence hds resched her that the 'NORTH
STAR' 'had passed Crow Wing sometime since, there exists
no-doubt in my mind thet by this time she has reached
Grand Rapids, or succeeded perhaps in resching the Falls
of Pokegama .

"About twenty miles above Crow Wing are the French
Rapids, and ten miles above them are Rabbitt Rapids. At
the present stage of water they are navigeble by even
large steam boats,

"The current in the Rapids is about eight miles an
hour and if the North Star is a steamboat of any propell-
ing power will doubtless succeed in getting through,"

Williem A, Rice
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BARLY COMERS TO ITASCA COUNTY AS A SUMMER FESORT --STEAMBOATS ON “POKE."

Septs 2, 1931

"These people (the Simmonses end Adsmses) were smong the first
to discover Itasca county &s & plece to spend a delightful summer. dJe He
Simmons end Co Lo Simmons snd W, H, Adams ceme to Websna in 1904 and 18505,
Every summer for & quarter of & century has been spent at their houses
thers which now consists of six eebins, Mr. Simmens tells us that over

10C pigple visited the group this summer.

"fwenty=five yeers age it was & much different journey to come

to Wabens them it is now, The trip to Grand Repide was made by trein and

at the train they were met by Dave Cookran of Wabana who took them out

to the leke in & Jumber wagen., It was a big, heavy lumber wagon and it
was & four or five hour trip through the trails and over the cordurocy
to Wabana, When they reached the Cockran plece & boat wes taken across

the lake end the finsl journey wes mede up the hill with pecks end bundles.

"pDave Cockran ren what was ealled a 'hotel' but by most people
termed & 'stopping plece' on Webana, FEis large buildings were placed
where trails and water met. In the sumner ceme the visitors to rest and
fish end in the winter the loggers ceme. Many people gathered around
Dave Cockren's boerd, The evenings were spent in visiting end telling
stories. The stories were not always confined to the truths The fish

that were ocaught beceme bigger, the feats of strength and labor beceme
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larger as the evening wore on but Dave Cockren is dead, his hotel burned

and most of the stories have been forgottens

"Dave Cockren was interested in housebosts, He had cne on
Wabana that was propelled by & launche However, his trensportetion ac-

tivities were not confined to Wabans, He had a stesmboat on Pokegama

lake snd took people for rides. Before the days of the sutomobile there

were many boats end launches on Pokegama lake. Deve Cockran's steamboat
took the larger parties snd puffed its wey sround Pokegeme and inte the
Mississippis What has beoome of the boat we do not know. Its rotted

bulk is probebly lying saround the shores of the Mississippl scme where.

"I¢ is a fact that there were sone real steamboat deys on Poke=
gema lske, Not only was there Dave Cockran's pleasure cruiser, but there
were boats whose purposes were more serious in life. C. M Erskins had
two boats on Pokegemee His first was the 'Eagle', put in operation ebout
25 years sgo and the larger boat was the '"Wyoming.' Dumn & Marcis, who
ren a lumberyard at Cohasset, also had & steamboat on the Mississippl and
John Main also hed ones These boats were used in towing logs and refts
across the lake., The Erskina - Stackhouse boat used to go as far as
Leech river and bring dowm logs. A steambost was & common sight, not
only on Pokegema and along the Mississippi, but up en the Bigfork and
on other lakes where there was considerable of the work of the day to

be donee

"3 houseboat is not & mew thing up in Itasea county and along
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its rivers, Its use for pleasure may be new Mt & boat on which people
lived was the headquarters of those who took the drives of logs dowm
the rivers. For 60 years this boat was called the wanagen, Perhaps
scmebody oam enlighten us upon the source of this name. The wenagan
followed up the drive sand in it the men lived and ate, In it was not
only the coock and his supplies but thers was plenty of socks and tobscce
for sale, The drive was hayrd, wet work end the wanagen was & welcome
haven at night, Every orew on the drive had its own wansgen and the

cook was the mester of ceremonies,” :
Fishing on wenagen anecdote: \

"Ce Mo Erskine says that the busiest msm he ever sew on &

wanagen wes Fred MeKay, (now living in Grand Repids?) whe worked for

Mre Erskine for & period of about 20 years, The drive was ecoming down
the Mississippi end the wansgan was tied up at the point where Vermilian
brock enters the Father of Waters & few miles west of Cohasset, It was
the spring of the year and the pike were begimnimg to run and as Hr,
Ergkine approached the wanagan he noticed an unusual activity, It was
Fred McKay engaged in the combined task of frying doughnuts and catching
pikes He had ma fish pole out one end of the boat and the doughnuls were
frying on the stove, The fish were biting very well. IHe would take a
fish off the line, throw the line back, then he would rush to the stove
and turn over the doughnuts in the fat, Then he would run back to the
pole end pull in snether pike and thence back to the stove and take

. out the doughnuts, Thence back for another fish and then again %o put

in a new bateh of doughnuts. This was continued until there were fish
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end doughnuts suffiecient for the erew thet nights Fred MoKey is now

looking after the Pokegema golf course ()"
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First school north of Bigé‘ork.

"Down in Arthur Zaiser's new store is a picture hanging on

the wall, It is a picture typicel of this section, & log cabin set

beck emong great pine. It is the originel Zeiser homesteed in the Pige

fork country. As Ls Zaiser, F, C, Whitely and Vietor Kni;ht all went
inte the country aleng the Bigfork in 1900, They walked in from Deer
River on their first trip end Mre Zaiser walked back to Grand Rapids.
That was nothing unusual, by the way, for everyone walked if they wished

to get anywhere in Itasca county 30 years sgzos

"The Zaiser homestead leter beceme the first sechoel north of
Bigforks The children walked through trails in the woods for meny miles.
The Knight, Merrifield and Guttry children were among the firsi to attend
this schools Its floor was of poles and the weter came through in wet
weather. The first tescher was Catherine Costellc, now Mrs, Orrin Patrow,
Where there was one school in the whole country north and east of Bige
fork then, there are now about & half dozen, Buses take loads of children

over good roads into high schools

"In the earlier days mest of the schools in District Ome were
of loge Now (1831) there are hardly eny left and those few have been
boarded up on the outside or plastered up on the inside, Distriet Ome
hes & log school house up &t Stingy leke and two or three others not in
econtinuous uses While there may be scme tears shed over the passing of
the little red schoolhouse, few bemcan the passing of the log schools But

in the earlier days it was symboliec of progress.
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Barly deys in Canisteo mining digtrict and Bove
oL

"When the Canisteo mining district wes opened up, it lend to
the seme excitement and interest that the development of a new mining
field always produces., There is nothing more romantic then minerals and
no parts of the United States have more interesting history than do the

mineral seetions, whether they be coal, coyper, gold of irone

"The first people in the Canisteo district were the loggers,
though :ﬁuch virgin tinber still stood on the townsite of Bovey a quarter
century agoe. 4 few farmers had come into the country. Then came the
drillmen, the Reien Brothers, Trebilcock, Cole and McDonalds The drills
used cordwood for their boilers before the days of the reilroad, in 1908,

"Bovey begenm as & busy drill cemp in 1904, The village itself

was not founded by industrialists or merchantse The first people to begin
tusiness in Bovey were bootleggers, whe later became ssloonkeepers when a
license could be secured, These early business mon built shacks, out back
the woods, took e few stumps out of the middle of the street. The demand

was for hard liquor and plenty of it.

*It has always been seid that the first merchant of Bovey, Erik
Johnson, csme in with his stock of goods on his backs That is literally
truves Mr, Johnson was in business in Naghwauk and hesring that men eround
Bovey needed shoes he fillled a pack sack with ghoes end socks and walked in,
Later he established himgelf in & tent end them a shack, His wes the first

comuereial enterprise in Bovey and Mr. Jolmscn hes been theré sinoe.
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"The first people who ceme found Bovey seriously lacking in
places to sleep end eat, Next to the place where the Witmes Holel now
stands wes & rooming house. Ome ordinery sized room had & bed in ite
8ix men slept crosswise om the bed at night, were rolled cut in the mome
ing and six more took their places in the deytimes Ome of the eerly
boarding houses hed sawdust cn the floor end mem slept on the floor and
their money would fall out of their pocketss Whem the floor wes swept up
the sewdust was slways sifted for the meney it would bringe One sweoping
has been knowm te heve produced over $50, Money was plentiful even though

wages for common labor were but §1.80 a days

“People came from ell ends of the earth to Bovey. Again that
statement is literally true. There were Fimns, Bulgsriens, Italians,

Seandineviens, Cousin Jecks. Many men were needed under the shovels and

upon the dumps in the eerly days of the Canistec, They all brought with

them their nationsl treits. One that seemed to be very much in commcn

was the desire to drink and Fovey hed 26 saloons that all might be served,
T+ J¢ Kingston, now & Bovey merchant, had the tesk of meintaining order

in Bovey for seven years, Peter Westerlund sgsisted him., Eovey residents
take some pride in the fact that while the town rioted and drenk there were

ne murderse

"The foreigners all had puns. They would drink and then step
out in the street and shoot their revelwers into the eir, This was dis-

turbing to those few who may have wished to sleep and one of the early
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mayors gave orders to the police force %o take guns eway from &ll who

were not eitizems, The first night out officers, Kingston and Wester-

lund picked up twe bushel baskets of guns, On another occesion Mr,

Kingston went to & boarding house where there were 40 men and there took

pescefully 26 Iver and Johnson revolverss MNost of the residents of Bovey

did not wish to become mixed up with the law, Those who were fresh frem

the old country hed a hesp of respect for a uniform, * * @

"Some of the furmers were arownd Bevey about tem years before
the drills osme in. Herman Cran and his family came inte the Trout Lake
- country following the panic of 1663, # ¢ ¢ B, E, Benscn csme in early
and in 1894 toted in on his back to Grand Repids a sack of rutabagos
which he traded to E, Cs Kiley for a year's subseription to the Herslde
Review, Swen Rydberg csme in at about the same time, He took a wagonload
of potatoes to Grand Rapids in 1887, It took him three days to meke the
trip, working hard all of the time, and he could not sell the potatoes
after he had brought them to the county seet, Jmong other ploneers were
Matt Saayl, Berge Bergeson, Abel Kuluvara, J. W, Snyder and scme other

hardy felks to which the present generstion ought to pey high honore

"Bovey wes an ambitious towne It incorporated into its village
linites & whole tosmship of weelth end then ellowed most of it to De teken
awey inte the neighbor tomn of Coleraine, After meny years of supplication
and struggle some of 1t came back: In the mesntime, because Povey was
poor in municipal wealth she sterted to build trades The Farmer's Day

had & humble beginning but everyone who exhibited in the very early days
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won & prize or twos The judges ssw to that."

This "Fermer's Day" was an annual event in Bovey, started about
1910 with & little exhibit in one btuilding, In 1831 there were 240 ex-
hibits end vegetables end things from the farm stretched for two blocks

with the overflow at the curbe
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Pioneers of Bowstring and Pokegama

"Duncan MeDougel took up @& homestesd on Bowstring Lake along
about 1894, Three or four of the families now im that section hed pre-
ceded him, but the country was very, very new, The way to pet there was
to walk cut of Deer River to Little Powstring Leke or the ecreek and then
take a boat down, The lake and the Bigfork river, which flows out of it,
was the artery of commerce and commmnicstion 40 years ago, When winter

came, the early settlers walked all of the way,

"There are two things thet Mr. MoDougal remembers particulasrly
about the early deys on the homestead, One was the heavy snows that
seemed to fall the first few yeers. Winter would set in early and stay
late and it seemed to bring blankets of enow much heavier than have beemn

seen in these later days.

"The next feature about homesteading in the early days was the
complete lack of money. There wes no such thing, No one had eny. It
wa8 hardly recognized &s a2 medium of exchange, because it was so scerce.
Neighbors worked with each other, if help were needed. Neighbors gave
to esch other from their meager possessions, A family who lived four
or eight miles away was a neighbor. Those early days laid the foundation

for the development of the land, the homes, the people, the schools, the

highways of a great county, ‘72/
A

"Pokegema is the Indian word for spiders The lake was nemed
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Pokegeamt because it resembled a spider with its meny legs. We eull the
legs arms, snd have nemed these amms after various people.

“Black's arm was nemed after one of the early settlers on the
east end of the lake, Pocle's arm was nemed after Jobhn W, Pooles This
cuner of property was more fortunate than some, Irocn ore was found on
it, * % 2

"Sherry's arm was nemed after James Sherry., * * ¢ He ren &
*stopping place',; a saloen, snd logged in the earliest days., lie was
strong physically and was oconsidered the 'fightenest! man in this neck
of the woodss He hired good lumberjecks, worked hard in the woods, had

: few soruples and paid his men off with hospitality over the bar. So

run the stories of the earlier days. * ¢ * James Sherry worked, fought
end drenk. His place of business is gone, He is gones But his nawe will
last a long tire for people will fish, shoot ducks, and boat on Sherry's

aym to Pokegama, *= * #

"A quarter or & half century sgo, very few people escended the
Mississippi to its source. Only the daring took the cance trip to Lake
Itesca and a few came in on the crude roads, HNow tens of thousands of
people each year come to see the source of the Father of Weters. * + »

The mines in northern Minnesota also sttract attention, * * =%
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Origin of the word "Itasoa"

"What is the origin of the word 'ltascal’

"0f course Itasce county is nemed after Lake Itasca, When this
great county was nemed it extended from Leke Superior to the source of the
Mississippis It was nemed from the leke then within its berders. But
boundaries changeds The name of Itasca still stayed with the county,

though the lake is 75 or a hundred miles aways

"It was * * # in 1832 that Henry Rowe Schooloraft discovejed
the source of the Mississipple He came up past the falls of Pokegmma,
through Red Cedar Lake which he had named Cassina 12 years before, and
then through the winding stresm to the beautiful lake from which the Miss=

issippi springs.

"Naturally he wished a neme for his discoverys He called it
Itasce, For many years the nsme was not applied to the lake by mest people
femiliar with ite It was still called Elk leke, the nsme given to it by
the Indisns who knew it long before the white men cames Pinally, the
name Itasca beceme more commone When it did, the question was asked as

to the origin of the word.

"Historians disagree., The last quarterly publicaticn of the
Minnesota Historiocal Society has two articles on the neme Itasocs. One is

by Ee Ce Gale, the other by Irving H, Hart, They present some new stories.

¥
"Explorer Schooleraft hed a minister with hpm on his famous trip.
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The Reverend William T, Boutwell many years after the discovery wrote that

he suggested the neme for the lake, He said that Schooleraft toock the
Letin words 'Veritas Caput’, meaning the "true head' and by lopping off
the first and last syllables of the words when combined framed the neme

'Itasea.' The minister's words were always taken as the true explanation.

"But in 1856, 17 years before the Boutwell explamation, Henry W,
Schooleraft wrote of his explorations, These writings have been overe
looked. In this story Schooleraft tells of the name es follows:

I inquired of Ozawindit the Indian neme of this leke; he replied
'Cmushkos' which is the Chippewa nsme for elk, Having previcusly got en
inkling of the mythological and necromatic notions of the origin and muw
tations of the eountry which permitted the use of & female nmame for it, I

denominated it 'Itasca.’

That is not all, It seems that Schoolcraft was not only an ex~
plorer but a man of letters, On discovery of the besutiful lake he wrote
& poems It consists of two stanzas, The lest two lines of the first stanza
ere as follows:

As if, in Indian myths, & truth there could be read,

And these were tears, indeed, by fair Itasca shed,

"And who is Itasea? There is an old Indien legend w' ich tells about

her, It seems that Itasca was the daughter of Menabazho, the Spirit God of

the Chippewas, She was woed by Chebjado, the keeper of the souls of the
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dead, but would not go with him, On her refusal the bad cne tears her
away from her home and family, A great storm comes on to protect her, but
too late, Itasca wes killed and buried in some heaps of sand near the lake
which now bears her name, The rills that flow from the rocks and sand to

make up the lake are Itasoa's tears es she cries for home and friendse

"That is & very pretty storys We should like to think that it is

the origin of & fsmous word. We would rether that the name Itasca come
_,l/

from Indian lofo‘of the Chippewa country than from the Latin dictionary.

"However, there is still ancther explanation, In a govermment re=
port Schooleraft gave a number of Indian nemeg which might be used in de-
nomireting part of the public domain which was then being explered very
rapidly end needed nemes. FHe then suggested the neme I<T A 8«C A, from
'Ia*' which meens 'to be', from "totosh® which means the origin end 'ka'

e terminal inflections And to further complicate the matter he added that

this name hed been applied to the lake in which the Mississippi rises.

- "There is the story of the nsme. You mey have a Latin, a Chippewa
or a synthetic name, whichever your fancy may take., Persomally, we like the
story of the Chippewa maid, But irrespective of origin, Itssea is a very

besutiful name,

“The Chippewas had the Mississippl originating from Itasca's tears.

They also had another story, that of a great elk, the length of two cances,
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, with horns that could split a pine tree, Other elk came each year to
vigit him end get his advice as to where to eat during the swmer., At

one time some hunters from the south cemes They killed the grest elk with
& polscned arrows The gods were mngry., They caused a great rain te fall,
The banks of the lake were overflowed and the water found its way to the
southe The hunters flosted over it to their own hunting grounds. Thet was

the Mississipple, * = »

"The Mississippl still flows, Lake Itasca still sparkles as it did

when Schooleraft first found it, People have had sentiment enough to save
the great trees wiich surround the lake, Itasca is a splendid nmame for a

beautiful place."
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Influx of Lumberjacks = Cs Ce Hccﬁl'_tl_lx.

"About this time of the fall and a little later, (November) 20 or

25 years ago the men ceme into Itasoca county by the thousands, * * *

"The lumberjacks ceme to all of the prinecipal points of the county
to find their way to the camps where the winter was to be spents Deer River
was the busiest town of all because that community had tributary to it a
great area of virgin timbers It has been estimated that as many as 1500 to
2000 men & day have come into Deer River in the fall on their way to the
cenpss The rush was sudden and in the spring these same men went out per=

haps at & slower rate, but in the ssme great numbers.

"Deer River prepared for its ammuel flocd of lumberjacks by building
several hotelss In fact this town doubtless had more hotels in proportiom
to population then any other place in Minmesots, They were great big structures.
At cne time there were five of thems Andy Morrisey built the big hotel south
of the tracks known @s 'The Shipe' John Sullivan had another hotels John
Howard bullt the Northern and Jaccb Mohr had snother large structure, Ell

Loiselle built the hotel that is now (1981) kmown as the Miller,

"With the exception of the loiselle all of the other hotels went up
in fleme snd smoke, They burned fiercely as would be expsoted of structures
made out of pine lumber which wes thoroughly dried. Fire would start and
in a few minutes all would be overs It wes in thet wey that four lerge

buildings went suddenly into oblivion,
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"The old time lumberjacks hed three seascns of travels First they
oceme in, Next they came down from csmp about Christmss or New Years to
celobrate and finally they went cut, In the clder days lumberjacks were
steady workers, They were men who toock particular pride in their skill,
They were paid in proportion to the work they dide Then wages beceme more
standard. The employment agencies sent out the men, Under this condition
lumberjecks worked as though they were working for the reilroad, They did
just a definite amount of work for the man who could chop the best got the
same wages as he who could chop the least, After a few years of this con=
dition anybody who wished went inte the woods. The labor turnover beceame
large. Every lumber eamp had its three traditional.crews, one coming, ane
on the job and the other goings The cld time lumberjeck, however, was &
man whose chief interest in life was to cut, saw and drink, He did all of

then very efficliently.

"The hotels at Deer River could not sceonmodate the influx of the
lunberjacks, The rooms were filled up end there is an old story that the

lmmberjacks were piled crosswise on the flcor of Jaceod Mohr's hotel, The

saloons steyed open all night for beth business and hvmenltarian reasons.

It was their busy season,

"The story of the timber industry in Itaseca county is one of exe
ploitatione The timber was cut and taken. The men who cut it were ex-

pleited., Taking the lumberjack's mcney wes the principel task of many men,
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It vas not & very difficult job because moet of the lmberjacks wishad to

got rid of theiyr money as rapidly ss pesaible. The first thing they did wak
to offer their time checks to be exchanged for momeys - 4 gemercoug slice of
the time chock wane taken for the faver of cashing it until & law sponsored

by Ce C¢ MoCarthy of Grand Rapids, when a state senator, stopped that practice.
lany of those who cashed checks over the bar had sertain pracstices whioh were
good for thelr trades For instanceo, & check would not be sashed until the
Lumborjack had beea iz tomn two or three hourss By that time ‘h.o was pgenerally
not able to gount change correetly or did not oare whether or not he had it

at alls The lwberjack came in broke smd left the sountry in just cbout the
seme conditicm, Of gourse, there were many exceptions te this general i-ule.
deny lumberjacks Iater beocame importent loggorse Others bécame good fernerss

This story sluply tells about the gomoral eonditions which preveileds

o

he old tive Iumborjacks were not only coclorfuly but au able group

of nom, Dospite thoir proclivities for ptrong liguor, most of them bad high

gtandards of persconsal honore The old tire lumberjacik lowed the woods for
his entire life, He mizht be raised in Maino., Yo ceme o MWchigan and Shen

on to the foresta of Wisconsin and Mmesotas From here ho wend 4o the big

woods on the Facific coasts There may bo & fow of thom lefts The #m::nry of

them still lives among the older residents of the commity and the eountys”
if I require the story of the Merritt family and the iron country,

I can pot 1t all in "Seven iyon Men," by Panul Do Kx‘uﬁ.’J
Es Ae Se
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Art and Relipious Rites of Ch:lna B

"The Chippewas of Itasca county have many arts which they have
practiced for some bimes lost of these arts have a ceremonial or degorative
sipnificance influenced by magic or religious beliefs. Such reinbings as
the Chippewas lave done were inspired through ceremonial dutiess

"The Indiens 1ike colors Thoy paint their houses, when they paint
them in these modern days, a sort of a light colored bluee The Indian's desire
for a rved blandket and colored beads was & desire for colore DSut in the earlier
days the Indiens did net have colors, in guantity with which to work.

"There has recently Loon placed in the Hatiomal Museun at Vashingbon

the worlds only collection of specimens of the lost Chippewa art of blrche
bitings This was practiced 50 or 60 yoars sago by eertain tribes of the Chip-
powa Indians end the practice is now deads The art eousisted of folding a
thin piece of bireh bark in several places and then biting out designs with
the tecthe When unfolded the back was perforated with different designs. Ve
should eay that the practice was very mmch like that of cubting out paper dolls
and doing things which magiciens do with paper when folded and cube

"The Indisn women of the Chippewa tribes of Minwwaeota and nearby
Canada were at one time very proficient in this art. With their teeth they
were able to bite cut gymetrical, geometric designs, plotures of flowers,
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animals and human beingse It is said that although the art is recognized
and at times preoticed by women of other Indian tribes, the Chippewas were
the only ones who obtained any real proficiency at it. This art, however,

has completely passed away. The younger Indian women had other interests

and most of the older women who knew the art have lost their teseth. Some

samples of birch~biting were recently obtained from older Chippewas and

' 4
4,"-,'

have been placed in the National Museum."™ ///f Berharss e il

- ¥ F 4 / ._";r » v S
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Captain John Smith, aped Indian

“Captain John Smith was born on Pokegams leke, * * + The first

tize we ever saw Captain John Smith he wae drunk end dameing around a light
post opposite the willage hall in Grand Rapidss He was singing scme kind of
an Indian song and swinging a bottle of whisky around his head with one hand.
Asking who he was, we ascerteined that it was John Smith and that he was an
old Indian, at least 80 years of age. Ten years later be had suddenly become
over 100 years of age and 15 years later, at about the time of his death, he
had reached 116 yearss -Nobody lméw how old Captain John Smith was and J m
Smith did not know how old he was. There were no calendars in the wigwans
when Jolm Smith first saw the light of days The early explorers were doubtless

Just about discovering the scurca of the Mississippis

"To inguire into the details of Captain John Smith's age is not
necessarye Everyone knew that he was an old Indian. The wrinkles on his face
and his nose showed very old age. lMoreover he was accompanied on his trips,
and partioularly when he was placed on exhibition, by a grandson and this grande
son was an old man. So whether or not Joln Smith was 100 or 116, it makes no

real difference. IHs was old. Whatever his age, he looked its

"The traveling men used to try to teach Captain J hm Smith how to
play poker. They soon found out that John Smith kmew more about poker than
they dide Indisns 1ike to gamble. When the time comes for the Indiesn payments
there is an especially large demand for nickels which constitute the medium of

exchange in an Indian card game. Nowadays we assume that the Indians do not
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gamble as much as they used to. Their income is very limited and some of
them want automebiles and silk stockix:ga just like the white brothers and

sisters dos

"0f course, Indlan names and traditions cling around about every=
thing., In Itasca county, Pokegama, Wabana and Winnibigoshish are the names
of three lakess. The village of Warbe is a contraction of the Indian term
Warbasibi, which means White Swane. The lMesaba range gets its name from the
Indian term deseribing the height of land or the blue topped hills. The
spelling from the Chippewa should be Mis-sa=be. It was this spelling which
the Merritts and others who discovered iron ore on the mesaba range incorporate=

ed into the name of the Duluth, Missabe and Horthern railway.

"The Indian in Itaseca county and northeastern Minnescta is not looked
upon now as & curiosity but more as @ problem, What to do with the Indiang is
an old problems In the earlier days it was solved by simply driving them bask

farther inte the woods. Nowmdays that cannot hHo dones The Indian likes to

harvest cropas which he dcées not have ;*"to‘ either sow or cultivates He wants his

harvest ready for him and when fish do not bite, ducks de not fly, the rice
erop is flooded out or the bluebsrries frosted, the Indian has bardships. Vhen
their eredit has besen exhausted in the stores the white brothers who sell them
merchandise petition the white fathers at Washingbon to send out some money and
the Indisns are given a payment. Usually the payment money is gone before it

comess However, such a ecndition is not confined to the Indian tribes.
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Early Business llen

Charles J« Bireh, Sr., (now of Duluth ?) wms one of the esrly

buginess men of Grand RBapids commmnitye

"Potter and Compeny was one of the leading merocantile conecerms of
northern Minmnesotas Igs headguarters were at Aitkin end in 1887 it established
a branch store in Grand Rapids. Iys chief business was to sell supplies teo
the loggers whe were then in the midst of extensive operations in this seetion.
Mre Birch ceme to Grand Bapids in 1687 as memager for Petter and Company's

businesse HHe remained here about a years It was an interesting years

"Grand Rapids was very, very new. lr. Direh remembers (as revealed
in an interview by the H. Ry in Nove 1831) that«8s 6"’."‘&10}: was another merchant
of the commmity at that times There wore three snloons on the north side of
the river and one on the souths PFotter and Company's store wns located in the
log buildings which have been omned by Leroy VWheaton for many yearss In summer
the steambogt, Andy Gibson, brought up the supplies from Aitkin, In winter

they came in overland by sleighs.

"My, Birch remembers some of the events of 1887. The winter of
1887=-88 was a very cold winter, for in one week the tempersture was no warmer
than 20 degrees below sero and the thermometer registered as low as 52 degrees.

It was not ounly cold out of doors but cold inside the Potter and Company store.
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The desk at which Mre Birch worked was near the stowve. The ink was lept
near or on the stove and it would freeze on the pen when Mrs Birch was
doing some of his bookkeeping works That winter was marked by deaths from

eXposSuree

"One te@ster was at the Potler store loeding a sleigh with supplies
for logging operations in the Bigfork countrys He took a few too mny drinks
and when watering the herses wendered ewmy from the toam. A few hours later
he was found with his legs frozen to the knees and arms frozen to the elbows.
He was taken to La Prairie where arms and legs were amputated but the exposure

anc the operations were fatals

"Spring came at last and the Mississippi had lots of water in con-
trast to its present condition.(written in 1931). It overflowed its banks.

lisn floated into Bob McCabe's saloon in canoces, would take a drink from the

bar and wash il down with water dipped from that surrcunding the bars

"In 1887 there was 2lso a amellpox epldemic which took the lives
of many Indiang and lwsberjacks. Altogether it mws & bad year. Nevertheless,
lr. Birch beliéved that Grand Rapide was to be the best tm in the northern
part of the state. Ils urged Potter and Company to make it the hesdquarters
for its mercantile cperations. Whan the company refused to do this he lefb

its employs He now (1951) lives in Duluth. His som, Charles J.» Birch, dre,
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is general superintendent of the Duluth, lessabe and Northern Railroad and
to a certain extent has followed in the footsteps of his father who came

asrth to work for the Northern Pacific road in 1870.

fThere was no bridge poross the Mississippi at Crand Rapids in
1887, Mr. Bireh was one of the men who believed that a bridge was necessary
for the towne He drvew up & subseription 1list and headed it with a contribu~=
tion of $10.00 for the construction of & simple wood structure which was later
replaced by the bridge which will soon give wey to the new concrete arch now
being constructed (1981)s The first bridge across the Mississippi was built

in 1888.

"Grand Rapids was & simple Yomn 44 years ago. (that would be 1887)
The saloons end the stores were the meeting places for all kinds and sorts of
people. Strong men selked to Grand Rapids to wrestle with other strong mele

There was plenty of work and plenty of playe

*rhe tempersture of the winter months mey not have changed muoh

sines Mr, Birch's day in Iiasca. But the winters haves Then it was logging,
foverish activity, the harvest season. Now much of the county settles down

to tending furnace snd milking cows.

"oy scout activibies are very important throughout this whole
section of northeagtern Minnesota. 1t wms rabhor interesting to leayn * ¥ *

that there is a troop of boy scouls among the Indian boys at Hed Lake. * * #
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fe should think that teaching an Indisn to build & fire would be e rather

superfluocus task. However, there is very much more te the boy scout act-
ivities than hiking and cemping. Indian boys can get as much out of the

precepis of the order as anyone else.

"A balf century ago cemping and hiking were not as much pleasure
as they are todays Then a man had to hike and camp in order to work and live.
* % % § man who took one blanket and put a pack sack on his back and started
to walk from Grand Rapids to Minneapolis in the middle of the winter, 40 or 50

years ago lnew his camping and his hiking.
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Street Ha.meuJLetc.

"Grend Rapids is to a very great degree the offspring of Brainerd.
While some men at Aitkin, among them T. R. Foley, were interested in the es~
tablishment of the village it was Brainerd cepital which bought the townsite
and developed it. Among those in about 1890 who were idemtified with Brainerd
and also with Grand Bapids were the Hartley brothers, of whom G, G. Hartley
was the best known in this immediate sectiom through a long contact with the
village and the county. Others from Brainerd who helped to lay out the or~
iginal townsite were Newbon lMcFadden, a Brainerd druggist, and Frank Thompson,

an official of Crow Wing county to which Itasca was so long atteched.

*Leland Avenue which goes clear through the village from the top of
the hill %o the lake was named for Warrenm Leland, & Brainerd real estate man.
There were two other Leland brothers, Henry and Sam, who engaged in logging and
other activities in this section. Leland was quite a name in CGrand Rapids in

the 1880's. It is still a good namee.

"The first judge of the district court to serve this immediate
section of Minnesota was Judge Sleeper of DBrainerd. Consequently, when the

new village at the head of navigation was laid out there was a Sleeper Avemue.

Hoffmen was a Brainerd druggist and thus there is Hoffman Av'enue. Since there

are so many children up towards the north end of this street, it has been in-
formally christened Roosevelt Avemme. If any changes in names are made, we

mizht substitute Roosevelt for Hoffwan. (Was this ever done?)
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"If northern Mimnesota had a 'big shot' 40 years ago that man
was Cs F. Kindred of Prainerd. Ie owned a lot of Brainerd, inecluding the
waterworks and from what we imagine, the eity balls When H., D¢ Powers canme
to Grand Repids he had been working as secretary of the water company which
¥re. Kindred owned. Kindred also had a great deal to do with lands and was
elosely connected with the Northern Pacifie railroad and its wast holdings.

Eindred avenue was named for this men.

"Ce Fe Kindred was rich and powerful and wished to go to congress

from the great distriet which included much of Northern Minnesota. He spent

lots of momeyes If he had been elected in these days after his large expend=-

itures there would have been an investigation. His opponent was Knute Nelson.
Kindred got all of the votes, and then some, up this way, as might be expected.
There were only two or three hundred voters in the whole of what is Itasca
county in 1888 or thereabouts. Kindred, it is reported, got several thousand
from the precincts of Itasca. While he got all of the votes from the woods,
Knute Nelson took all of the Secandimavian votes from the prairies and Knute
Helson went to congress and then on up. The Norwegians and the Swedes had
been so busy setiling wup the state that they did not realise that they had

any political power until Enute Nelson showed them what they might dos Cs Fe

Kindred deserved an avenue in a new town.
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"The name of Houghton should never be removed from an avenue
in Grand Rapids. Captain Houghton ran the boats on the Mississippi river

from Aitkin to Grand Rapids. He first built a small one, then a lerger

one and then came the Andy Gibson which was the largest and the last. To

operate a boat on the Mississippi river in the early days reguired s great
deal of practical ability, courage and & high degree of optimisme. To come
up stream when the water was low was & real tasks Everybody pushed at the
greater emergencies. JIn the early days Grand Rapids received everything
that it got on the beats. Before the railroad came Captain Houghton was the
boss of tremsportation up in this meck of the woods. He laid out an ade
dition to the village and an avenue was named for him, He was both prome

inent and thrifty.

"liaturally the loggers loft their names on the village mep. Simpe
son avenue was named for Sam Simpsons * * #* He was one of the well knowm
characters of the day when men werc rough and ready. The Delsittres left

their name on Delaittre avenuse * * %
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Visions of Grand Bapids' Founders

"As in the case of most new commmitiss, those who platted

lands at Grand Repide had visions which have nover materialiseds Forty
years ago this cormmunity was a great center of loggings When iron ore was
found om the Mesaba range it was thoughl that the greatest deposits lgy on
the western end of the renge and that Crand Rapids would be a great mining
center. Irrespective of prospects, the market for town lots was good and
when there is a market it must be supplieds Thus meny sdditioms to the
village were laid out after the original town site had been platted. The
platted areas ran up and down the rivers A town three or four miles square

and large enough to accommodate 50,000 people was laid out. Wild forties

were sold for additions to the village and after being platted property

for many years some of them reverted to cow pestures and their streets and

avenues have been erased from the map,®
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James Je Hill, The Great NHorthern, & Irom Ore

"James Je Hill and the Great Northern Iren Ore properties
secured their start in the iron ore business in Itascn county. VWhen tThe
Creat Northern Railway Company bought the bankyupt Duluth end Wianipeg
Railroad, it obbained title to some ten or twelve thousand acres of land
in Itasca and St Louis gounties. later James J, Hill, after viewing the

Mahouning mine and seeing the possibilitles for iron ore transportation,

purchased the Duluth, Mississippi River and FNorthern Railrecad. This was

called in this secotion, the Wright and Davis Road end it was operated by
Ammi Wy Wright and Charles H. Davis of Saginaw, Michigans It extended from
Hibbing through Swan River and to the Mississippl River atl Jacobson. The
railroad later became the Swan River brench of the Great Horthemne With the
purchase, went about twentyefive thousand acres of Wright and Davis lands on

the Mesaba Range,

®*On these lands and others, were found iron ores which Nr. Hill
believed would total between four hundred and six hundred million tons.
Various corporations were formed to hold these universal lands. later the
Great Northern Iron Ore Propertics was created and this organization has dige
tribtuted at least seveniy-five million dollars to those who hold its certif-

jcatens * * %




Grend Rapids Herald Report
Sumer
July 25, 1940
December 9, 1831
(continued)
"In 1807 the United States Steel Corporation made leases of
the Grest NHorthern ore landse * * #* On Jammry 1, 1015 the Steel Core
poration withdrew from the operation of Great Northern propertioss * % #
"The ability or the good fortume of James J. Hill has meant
much to the Great Northern Railroad, Three lines of railroad reach from
the Mesaba range to the line of rail which extonds through Grand Rapids
to Duluthe In the busy season, the trains follow each other every hour or
so. JNortheastern Minngsota has been a profitable ssctiom to those railroads

which have been fortumate enough to have iron ore to carry * * %, Inan

interview with We We Folwell in 1907, Mr, Hill said "There, lire Folwell, this

map shows ore lands worth six hundred million dollars;;ére or leas. All of

this I could have kept as my own, but I have turned it over to the stock=
holders of the Creat Northern Raillway Companys No man cares leas for money
than I do« I have enocugh for mysslf end my familys why should I burden

myself with all this wealth?*"
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Ii‘;‘ auf Events of Importance in 1894,

1-984 wns & big year in the history of Grend Rapidss On Saturdey,

Septomber 15, of that year, appesred the Grend Rapids Herald which was soon
to become the Herald-Review. The telephone system was cempleted in that
year, and the watorworks were buill (2) The first cleetric lights to glow in
the village of Grand Rapids appeared on Thanksgiving night in 1894 at the time

of opening the Pokegama Hotel.

The opening of this hotel was the event of events, and, in the
language of the Horald, “the handsome costumes of the ladiecs and the taste=-
ful attire of the gentlemen gave a very pleasing appearsnce to the assemblage
on the eve of the opening banguet and balle There was a bountiful Thanksgiving
dinner and at 10 o'clock the first eloctric light glowed at the hotels Soon
the entire building was lighted with great brilliancy and cheer after cheer re-

sounded throughout the dining room and lobbys"

“rhe builder of the Pokegama hotel was D. My Gunn, who for half
a century has had a most important connection with Grand Rapids and Itasca
county. The completion of the Fokegama was & big event in his life though it
was & hard task to finance a hotel during the hard times that were in exist=

ence following the panic of 1893.

"lie. Gunn first came to Grand Repids in 1882. He was born in Canada.

Many of those who helped to develop northern Minnesota came to the United States




’

Grand Rapids Herald Report
Swummer
July 25, 1540

Dogember 16, 1951

(continued)

from various Canadian provinces. Ds liy Gunn, after spending a season in
carpenter work in North Dakota, came with three companions to Aitkin. All
were planning to come inte the woods to works IHowever, Mrs Cusnn seccured
& job as & clerk in a hotel run by Carl R. Douglas at Aitkin and in 1882
hs csme to Grand Rapids to look after a hotel and stopping place that Mre

Douglas had here and which stood near the present site of the paper mill,

"Crand Rapids was vory, very new in 1882s There were & few stores

and saloonse If a person knew his directioms properly, welking through the
woods and @ eccuple of swanps would bring the traveler Lo Crystal lake which
for some years after the founding of the village was considered on the oute

skirts of Towns turally the botele of the early days catered to the lumbere

Juck trades Drunien lumberjacks were imberesting for awmhile Dut they soom

grow tiresome and after a fow months of service Mre Guon went to Brainerd.
There he came in contaet witlh the men who laid out and founded the village
of Grand Rapides Ten years after his first visit he returned to Grand Rapids
&s the owner of the Pokegama hotels IHis first structure burned and within

& few months after this disaster tho new Fokegamm was constructed.

"The Pokegama hotel has seen many things. Under its roofs have
slept the men who have played a very intimate and important part with every
actlivity in Grand Rapids and northern Minnesota. The Poloogama could tell
many an interesting story if' 1t could talks, Some of those stories would deal

with politiess Others would concern mines and timber. Many a fish story




Grand Bapids Herald Report
Sumer
July 25, 1540

December 186, 1931
(continued)
has been told in the Pokegama and many are the hunters who have added
to their expleits as the hospitality of the hotel has added to their comforts
If the Pokegama could tell just half of what it Imows, there would be emough

history to £ill a library.

"It was in 1894 that D. M, Guon was elected a member of the Minne
esota House of Represemtatives. After some years of service there he retired
from politics, but in 1904 he was brought back into public service againe This
tine he served two terms of four years as state semator from this district. He

looked after the interests of his constituents and did not make speeches.

"When D¢ My Gunn came to Grand Rapids a half century ago this coming

year, there was mothing here except some trees to cut and some Indians, Since
that time agriculture, as it is found today, has been developed. Since 1882
the iron ore deposits of the Mesaba range have been discovered. The villages
on the western end of the lesaba range have been builte In them are banks
and Mr, Guon is president of six of them, for since the sale of the Pokegaum
hotel, approximately 16 years ago, his time has beem devoted to banking and

to other interests. * * *

"Grand Rapids was & rough and rugged community in its earlier days.
The industry which surrounded it made it that way. Nany young men who came
to the village and to Itasea county succumbed to the bad influence which were

constantly about theme Those who did not were perhaps all the stronger and
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better as the result of & broad experience with life. From the very oute
set, however, Grand Rapids possessed citizens who desired to build a

substantial community and the year 1894 with all of its e¢ivic achievements

perhaps ranks as the most important in the entire history of the commmity."”
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Christuoas Time

"Christmes time in Iasce county is today quite different tham

it was a quarter of & century or more ago.

"The most extensive observance of Christmas comes to commmities
where there are families, homes, schools, and plenty of childrens The
Christmas of the earlier days in the lumber camps wgs in quite a contrast
to that of todaye When the pine was being cut there were few homes, few
churches and few women and children around about the coumtry to make an
excuse for Christmas celebration. Christmas was thus more or less of s date

on the ecalendar,

"The holidays were busy times in the lumber cemps. It was usually
the best part of the year in whieh to cut and handle timber. The men would
come in in the fall and probably work for from 30 to 60 days in mking pre=
parations and cutting. Lﬁmber camps did not close down for Christmas though,
the day was generally observed as one of rest. Some of the more thirsty among
the men in camp might break amay for a short drumk but it was not considered
in good form to le ve the eamp during the middle of the season and indulge in

a long spreee.

"There was very little liquor around lumber campse Those who
operated camps lmew the weakness of their men and the rules against whiskey
were very strict * *# % Omce in a while at one of the camps, especially at
smaller camps which were run by individuals, some beer and whiskey would be

brought in to help to observe Christmas or New Years. The quantity that wes
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brought to the camp, however, was limiteds There was just emough to give

a feelin: of satisfaction without permitting eny drunkenness.

"Christmas day was marked by some little addition attention to the

appetites There was usually a little extra food of the kinds that the men

most liked on the tabless The cock alsco made mince pie or did a few extra

things of that kind to observe the day. OSometimes some chicken or turkey would
appear on the table. There was always plenty to eat in the lumber camps, part-
icularly during the later days of logging and Christmas was marked by some

additional efforts on the part of the worthy cook and his assistants.

"Camps differed véry much in their natures. In some camps there
wag a group of men who simply ate, worked and slepts There was little or mo
visiting and not very mmch funs A% nine o%elock the lichts were out and every=-
one was supposed to be in his bunk. Long before the winter daylight everyone
was at work. At mealtime there was supposed to be no talking. Sunday was the
day to sleep a 1little longer and do the washing, which each man d4id for himself
on the Sabbath morning. Lumber caups were rather strict and wvery busy places
and no wonder that when the spring breakup came the vast mejority of the men

wished to celebrate in the well known manners

"However into some of the camps would come men who were talkative
and friendly. Into the wocds drifted many kinds of people and it was not sure
prising to find at lumber camps men who had had a large experience in other acte

ivities, even to the stage. S+ D+ Patrick tells of ventrilogquists, sleight-of-
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hand men and ecircus performers who had in some way or other gotten into lumber
camps. Naturally they used their talents to enterfain others and Christmas
days and Saturday evenings were marked by wvarieties of enterﬁainwnb. In
many camps there wore fiddlers and there would be dancess The men who were
to take the part of women tied hendkerchief's around their armse There was
dancing a large part of the night, interspersed with exhibitions of jigging,
and clog dancinge Sometimes in the later days of logging, when there was a
settlement in the wooded ares, those who worked in lumber camps would, on Sat-

urdsy evening, attend basket socials and olher cntertaimments and many of them

took quite a part in the commmity affairs of the wooded frontiere

"lumberjacks could not be desoribed as a religious peoples They
did not take creed or religion very seriocusly. Traveling ministers came to
the camps and preacheds Many of them, of courge, did a great deal of good
and they were always treated with respects As a matter of fact, those who
worked in the woods had, as far as can be knowm, but on general wealmess. That
was the desire to use strong drinks MNany of those who worked in the woods be=

came successful loggers and lumbermen. lany of them became leaders in comame

ities and states.

"There were threoe distinct types of men, who came with the woods.
The oldtime lumberjack was a Yankee who came from Maine or perhaps from lower
Canada. le was of good American stock whose parents had followed woods work
as their oeccupation in life. When the woods of Maine were cut these lumbere

Jacks came to lichigan, then on te Himnnesote and later perbaps went to the big
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woods farther west. Following them came the Seandinavians, the Norwegians
and Swedes, strong, big men of the woods, many of whom stopped their work in
camps to build and develop farms in the cutover region. Following this group
came the mixed elements which the labor agencies sent out to the lumber campse

These men were everything from alwost everywhere. Some of them were experienced

in the woods and others were nots To the oldtime lumberjack cutting and sawing

wore almost a professions IHs began work in the woods as a youth and followed

it as long as he could swing an ax or draw a Sawe"
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Treaty of 185656 = Saloons

"Imnediately before the world war there existed in this section

a speclal sentiment for two things. (me was to keep liquor sway from the
Indisns, the other was o keep white people from drinkings The agitation
which later resulted in the 18th amendment was at its height when it was
discovered that an old Indian treaty executed in 1855 prohibited the sale

of liguor in a lurge territory in a considerable part of which there were

no Indians.

"The Indiams liked liguor and the white brothers have both supplied
it to him and have tried to keep it away from hims * * * In 1851 Gideon H.
Pond, editor of the Dakota Friend and a man who knew the Indians told of their
desire for drink as follows:

*Twelve years ago they bade fair to die, . altogether, in one
drunken jumbles They must be drunk = « they could hardly live if
they were not drunk « = many of them seemed as uneasy when sober as
a figh does when on land. AL some of the villages they were drunk
months togethers There was no end to its They would have whiskeys
They would give guns, blankets, pork, lard, flour, com, coffeec, sugar;
horses, furs, traps, anything, for whiskeys I. was made to drink - it
was good ==it was wakan. They drank it, =-they bit off each other's
noses -=broke each other's ribs and heads, they knifed each cthere
They killed one ancther with guns, kmives, hatchets, clubs, fire=
brandsg they fell inte fire and water and were burned to death, or
drowned; they froze to death, and committed suicide so frequently that,
for a time, the death of an Indian in some of “he ways mentioned was
but little thought of by themselves or others.?

"Fhen treaties with the Indisns were nmegotiated many of them pro=
vided that no liguor should be sold within certain areas. This wns true of

the treaty of 1855. FNowever this treaty bad evidently beem forgotten wntil
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about 1915, At thai time the govermment wes having & large amount of trouble
with the sale of liguor to Indians. Nol every saloon would openly sell over

the bar to the Redskine DBut the majority of them would and the federal agents

ascertained this well kmown fact without mueh difficulty.

¥Io handle the situation easily and directly the old treaty was
reviveds It was found to include not only the territory in which the reserva=
tions were found, bubt it exteanded south of the Indian setllenments, west a
long ways, and east as far as Chisholm on the liesaba range. Iibbing or Chise
holm never sew an Indian except on special cccasions but their saloons were
closed up together with those of Grand Raplids and all of the rest of the com=

muinities on the western end of the Mesaba.

"The Indien ageuts did a mosi Thorough and complete jobe While
public sentiment was not altogether in favor of reviving a sixby year old treaty,
nevertheless, the saloon was very unpopulare. People were ready to have them
closed up wheiher or mot there were Indians arcund. The salconkeeper who did
not voluntarily close his place was given a visit and Carrie Wation with her
hatchet never did a better job of execution of bottles and kegs than did Pussy-
foot Jolmson's mens Beer, wine and old whiskies flowed down the sewers and
broken bottles and staved in barrels were thrown into the corners Mpst of the
men who were in the saloon business were expecting to have to quit sometime,

but they didn't expect the sunmons to come quite so soons In Grand Rapids
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there wore about 20 saloons to close up, in Deer River there wag about &

dozen and some of the range towns in those earlier days had nearly as many

sa&loons as they had houses.

"Some of the seloonkeepers thought there was nothing to the treaty.
They argued that it was too old to have its effect but the courts sustained

the actions of the Indien agents when a definite test wes made. + * #

"Prohibition and Indian treeties have not kept liquor away from
the Red Man. It is to be admitted that the Indian is not very diseriminating
in his tastes for strong drinke. Ho does not speculate as to how old or how
pure anything that 1s offered to him may bes If he ean goet it down his throat
without Gaking the emamel from his teeth he drinks it. A very populay drink
on the reservation in late years has been 'canned heat.' It can doubtless
Justly be said thet most of the Indians have more use for their money Lo buy
food than to buy moonshine and doubtloss if it ecould be correctly ascertained
it is probably true that the Indisns of teday have no stronger passion for

ligquor than do their white neighbors.”
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Beans = Camp food.

When the French first came into Minnesota, pea soup was their

principal foods Combined with salt or pickled pork inte a thick soup it

oguarsre £t

was a real food, easily produced. : / R4 y “

P , \
Alexander McKenzie wrote a/ﬁ.é’cmy of the fur trade, in which we

find thet when he was at Grand Repd@®; in 1801, the diet of the inhabitents was

& bit more varied.

"The proprietors, clerks, guides and interpreters mess together,
to the number of sometises a hundred, at several tables, in one large hall,
the provision econsisting of bread, salt pork, beef, hams, fish and venison,
butter, peas, Indian corn, potatoes, tea, spirits, wine, etc., and plenty
of milk, for which purpose several milch cows are constantly kept. The
mechanics have rations of such provision, but the cancemen, both from the
North and Montreal, have no other allowance here, or in the veyage, than
Indian corn and melted fat. The eorm for this purpose is prepared before
it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a strong alkali, which takes off the
outer husk; it is then well washed, and carefully dried upon stages, when
it is fit for use. One qua.rf: of this is boiled for two hours, over a moderate
fire, in & gallon of water; to which, when it has boiled a small tine, are
added two ounces of melted suet; tuhis causes the corn to split, end in the
time mentioned makes & pretty thick pudding. If to this is added a little

salt (but not before it is boiled, asg it would interrupt the operation) it
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makes & wholesome, palatable food, and easy of digestion. This quantity is
fully sufficient for & man's subsistence during twenty-four hours; though it
is not sufficiently heartening to sustain the strength necessary for a state

of aective labor. The Americans call this dish hominee."

"Baked beans have had the most important role in sustaining energy

and strength for the work of the woods and a new countrys The baked bean is
Just about as old as the nation itself, It was a standby in New England and
quite a few families in Mimnesota still eling to the old New England custom

of baked beans, hot on Saturday evening and eold for breakfast Sunday morning.

"Beans were the outstanding food of the lumber camps. * # # Beans
also combined well with pork to make that most famous partnership of pork and

beans. DBeans were brought into Grand Rapids for lumber camps by the tone # # #

"No breakfast was complete without several stacks of flapjacks. It
was quite a job to make enough cakes for a hundred hungry men and the cook and
his assistants were om the job early. There was plenty of coffece and the tea

was strong emough to tan the insides of those who were not accustomed to it.

"Wild rice was the favorite food of the Indian. Now under normal
conditions the Indian can sell most of his rice for e good priee, for Fifth
Avenue has taken to wild rice within the past few yoars and what was once &

drug on the market now is in good demand,”
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Schools
From an 0ld minute book of the board of education of School
District Noes 1, Itasca countys. The book has 200 pagese In it, in long hand,
are written the minutes of the board for the period from July 30, 1894 to larch
11, 1908 It is evident from the minutes that the school district at that time

included all of Itasca countyes

The members of the school board in 1894 were H. Rs King, E. As Kremer

and Charles Kearney, who was clerk and in whose handwriting the mimmtes for three

or four years appears

During the period covered by the book there were three clerks of the
school district, Charles Kearney, Mary Ehle and Mrs. Ce Cs McCarthye There was
also quite a change in the board membership, though there were always three

members, as at present. (?)

In 1895 there were 11 teachers employed in the district. Milton Tedd
was the prineipal of the schools and there were teachers for the six grades. Eve
idently there wams no school beyond the sixth grade in 1895 for there is no men-
tion of the employment of teachers for higher grades. In addition to the em=
ployment of teachers for the Grand R.pids schools, teachers were employed for
Swan River, Cohasset, Deer River and Blackberry. Mr. Todd as principal received
$65 per month. Some of the teachers received $50 per month and others $40. E. T,
Carroll wus later employed as superintendent of schools at Grand Rapids for $1000

a year. The budget estimate of expenses for operating the schools for a year as
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presented to the board on July 5, 1897, was $12,600.

One of the most important pieces of business in 1395 was the
erection of the new school. This school is now known &s the Central School (?)
The old building which had served before that time was moved to one cormer of
the block and bids were received for the new school during the summer. Schwartz
and Spindler got the contract at $21,482. In addition there were heating and

other contracts bringing the cost to maround §30,000.

Poplar firewood was bought for $1.40 a cord, tamarsck for $2.25,

and it appears that Je M. Romans furnished some jack-pine to the school district

for $1.75 a corde

Mrs. MoCarthy began her work as clerk on July 5, 1899, Dy that time
some high school work had been established and the district reguired another
new school. It was about three years, however, before a separate building
for the high school was started. At the meeting of July 19, 1902, the budget
for expenses for the district was set at $20,000 and $30,000 was set aside for
the erection of a new high school. Bids were received for the school as it wms
later eonstructed for approximately $32,000 with heating and plumbing and ad-

ditional costs of from $5,000 to §6,000.

In 1902 a petition was received for & school at Bigfork and schools
had been established at Trout Lake, near Pokegame Lake and beginning at about
this time every mecting seemed to contain a petition for a school in the out-

lying sections. Most of these schools were not expensive. The first Trout

Lake school cost $§125 and the first school constructed at Warba cost $145. A
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school at Cow Horn Lake was built late in 1902 and in 1903 the high school

at Grand Rapids was ready for occupancy.

In the winter season of 1900-1901 smallpox was very prevalent in
Itasca county, and all children were reguired to have u certificate showing

that they had been vaccinated.

Transportation was not easy then, and there was no transportation

of students, or aid to those who went to school.
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"Ce M, King first came to Itasos county as a homesteader in the
Bigfork valley. Edusated as & schoolteacher and a lawyer, he taught ome of
the first schools neer Effie. * # % After some time at his home in Effie he
moved to Deer River where he was superintendent of schools and where he prace-

ticed law.

"It was ap sounty commissiomer from the first distriet in Itaseca
county that Mre Eing became best knowns His comnlssioner district wes larger
than many counties of the state. It was wild and undeveloped. Cs My King

had & passion for roadss * * # I pleaded for every penny the county would

allow him for highmay constructions He would go in debt for roadss He gave
all of his persecnal energy and atiention to highwayss Is worked on the road
question days and evidently dreamed about it at night and it is interesting to
rocall the faect that several years before the trunk higlwey system in linnesota
was oreated, Cs Me Eing told of his idea of the same plan that is now followed

for finaneing and construction of & trunk higlwmy system.

"lire King's conception of the roed problem was far in advance of
his tine and most of the roads which he laid out are still in use besauss he

planned that they should begin and terminate at defianite places.

"liot only ag an apostle of good roads was Ce Ms King prominent, but
he was prominent in the Demoeratic parly and he took a leading part in matters
pertaining to developments He wore & long-tailed coat and & broad-brimmed bat
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and he wes always going somewhere or doing somethinge

A story is told about Cs M. King as commissioner. A long list
of names was submitted by each commissioner for jury service. The rest of
the comuissioners looked over Ire. King®s and gasped. All of them were Johne

sons, 40 or 50 of them, all from district one in Itasca county.”

Says the editor of the Herald-Review, in the issue of Jamuary 20,

"Personally we well remember attending & eitizenship hearing in
Grand Rapids some 12 or 10 years ago. A large number of Finnish people from
the western part of the county were hecomisg ¢itizens and Re Ke Doe of Duluth,
who was naturalization officer, was exsmining all of the prospective citizens.
He asked them the usual questions as to who was governor and congressman and

questions with which people are supposed to be familier., That day C. Me King

Was governor, congressman, senator and everything but president of the United

States. When the question was asked as to who occupied any important of fice
the first name that ecame %o a Fimnish person from western Itascs county was
that of Ce M. King. Only death interrupted or could have interrupted lr.

King's service as commissioner from his district.”

"The Ce U, King home at Deer River, in which Stafford King, state
auditor from to was raised, was a very

busy home. Along about nine o'eclock in the morning, even earlier, people would
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come in to consult the cormissioner. We never weni to the C, M. King home
that we were not asked to stay for dinmer end that everyone else who came
was not asked to participate in a méeals Along about 11 o%clock Mrs. Xing
would look in from the kitchen and size up the task thal was before her. The
telephone or the doorbell was ringing all the time. OUne person would wish
some relief from the county poor funds which were then in the hands of the
commissioners for expenditure. Another one wished & roade There were fre-
guent consultations about road building methods and the work which was im-
portant to meany a now setiler was distributed around as the commissioner
thought best. A telephone message would request that lirs King bring ocut some

spavin cure on his next visit or do some errand for scme person out in the

country. The telephone preceded the road and lir. King was not omnly an official

but an errand boy for the whole countryside. * % ="
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Special Hote

Fur Farming in Grand Rapids.

Ascertain all about fur farming business of Mr. H, A. LeSueur

and the Bunce Brothers. Anybody else in the fur farm business there?
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Drinkine Liguor

Probably no onme has had a much larger experience with lumbere

Jjacks than George Arscott of Grand Rapids. For over 30 years he worked with

them in the woods, cooked for them, employed them in his own timber operations.

He started almost as a boy, in Michigan. He worked there for the
Itasca Lumber Company. Then he came here where he was employed by Wright &
Davis, Price Brothers, Dempsey & Dougherty, and other well Imown early operators.
For ten years he logged on his own accounts He has given much time to publie
service. He was president of the Grand Rapids village council for some years,

and & long time chairman of the board of School District Nos. One.

"The lumberjacks of Michigan and the early woods workers of this
section were mighty men. They were from Maine, Canada, Scotland. In fact
Nre Arscott said that he had worked for eight years in the woods before he
saw & Scandinavian at a lumber camp. The earlier lumberjecks were profession-

al woodsmen from wooded ecuntries.

George Arscott cannot speak too highly of the men of the woods. He
Thinks that they were the best lot of men ever assembled in any one industry.
They were exceedingly loyal to their employers. That was a lumberjack charace
-teristice Some of them worked year in and year out for the same operator.

They Imew the boss and the boss Imew thems They worked together on a basis of
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"The lumberjack was a hard workeres He gave his job all that he had.
Hie took pleasure in being able to do a good day's work. There was competition
as to who could best chop, sew or handle logs. Cutiing down pine trecs was a
profesaions It wms the 1ife work of most of the memn who followed the woods.
leny of them went west to the big tiwber when the pine of northern Mimmesota
had been cut, and some of the old-timers from this section could go te Oregen

and Wyshington and see many of the men with whom they worked years agoe

"The real lumberjack was a man of most kindly disposition. A teams
ster would take better care of his korses than he would of himself. There was
no guch thing as disrespect for women. Money had little value except to give
away or buy something to drink. The lumberjack's sense of humor may have been
a little comrse, but it was keen and to the point. The lumberjack became &
romantic character because he possessed certain very splendid and outstanding

gualities on which romance could be built, * * *"

"The lumberjack had but one fault, the desire to drink. That was

a common failing but Mr. Arscolt says that it was not one that was confined only
to the lumberjack in the early days of Liascas Drinking was the common fault

of many peoples The lumberjack did more of his at one time. He worked hard

all winter, came into town in the spring and in a few hours of tiwe the strong
shrewd men of the woods beceme about as responsible as children. Their money
was spent or stolen. The weecks and months of effort wemt for nothing. But there

was another winter ahead,
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"Some of the men did not drink, saved their money, went inte
business for themselves or bought land and timber. They were the exceptions.
* % *

"When logging was at its height from four to five thousand men
worked in the camps tributary or near to Grand Rapids, That created a great
deal of activity. Grand Rapids wes busy, very busye. So was Deer River. As

high as 1500 men would come inte Deer River in a day during the fall when the

canps were starting. Its four large hotels were filled to overflowing and

scores of men slept on the saleon floors. * * "
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Rivers = Logging

"The rivers were the early arteries of transportation in Itasca

county. The first logs to be cut were harvested near to the lakes and rivers

and floated down to the mills as far down the M;ssissippl as Winona and Keokulk.

"The three important rivers in Iiasea county from a logging stand-
point are the Mississippi, the Prairie and the Bigfork, which flows north to-
ward the Rainye The first logs to be cut in this section were naturally cut
on the banks of the Mississippi, loaded into the water and allowed to find

their way soutlward.

A letter from John Gilmore of Minneapolis to his friend C. He Marr
of Grand Rapids tells how Gilmore and others came on a flatboat from Alitkin
to what is now Grand Rapids in the fall of 1872, Mre. Gilmore at the time of
writing that letter was one of the very few men left who had cut logs in
Itasca at so early a date. There was not even a shanty of any kind on the
site of Grand Rapids at that time. Gilmore was working with Gil Hanson, Andy
Gibson gnd Wes Day and these men spotted a tote road up the Prairie river to
the mouth of Clearwater brook. During that winter there was considerable act~
ivity on the Prairie. Wes Day had four camps on Clearwmmter brook and Hill
Lawrence had two camps on the lake that was later named for him, Lawrence lake.
The four men who were in charge of Wes Day's camps were Dan Day, Henry Saunders,
Tom Costigan and Jim Joness Chris Burns and Bob MeCabe were working for Hill

Lawrence that winter and Captain Hasty was welking boss for Lawrence.
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Andy Gibson was a wonderfully good man in the woods, but would

not take more than $1.00 a day for his work, it is said.

®"The tote teams used to bring up what is described as "fortyerod
whiskey,' but the lumberjacks would steal it if they could find it on the
loads William Tibbetts drove one of the Teams, but he always kept a sharp
lockout for whiskey thieves and very seldom was the whiskey stolen. Tibbetts

did not drink, and was a $afe custodian for the hoochs

William Seeley of Aitkin was in Gil Hanson's camp with John Gilmore
on Clearwater., Con Dineen, another character of the early days of Itaska county,

worked for Wes Day and G, G. Hartley, later of Duluth and famous for his mineral

success, also got his first experienmce on the Prairie in the early 70's. ‘

The first dam at the foot of Wabana lake wes built by Con Dineen
in the fall of 1872. Following this season the Prairie became & very active

stream, and was & great carricr of forest products for over half a century.
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Rgligion « Churches - Sunday Schools

In 1910 there was not a Sunday School in Itasks county except in
the villages or in the commmities where there were churches. There was no
rural Sunday school work. The country was new, there were few roads, and

settlement was only well begun.

Then in 1910 H, J. Snyder came to Grand Rapids, and Itascs countye.
Sinece that time Nr. Snyder has established many Sunday schools. He represents
(ed?) in Itasca ecounty the American Sunday School Union. This great inter-
denominational movement is nationwide in scopee

Its plan has been to establish Sunday schools in rural sections

where thers ave no churches. When a church comes to the community, the work
is taken over by the churches For many years H. J. Suyder has been (was?) the
general commuiity minister, performing, in addition to Sunday school work, all

the other duties which fall to relizious leaderss

>
For many years Grand 'spids and Itasm county were regarded as a

mission field for the various established churches, and the county had two

very interesting activities of o religious mature. One of these was to Chrise

tianize the Indiens. This has been no easy task. The Indians do not take

readily to the white man's religious prineiples. The outstanding good that the
church seems to have done for the Indian here will prebably be found in its
charitable activities and the influence of example exerted by the white man's

everyday life and behavior, yielding comforts and luxuries such as the savage
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lif'e never gave them —enot the preaching or teaching religious tenets.

The Indian has his owm concept of religiom, and he stands by it

as strongly and as gincerely as the Christian stands by his belief, only he

has never had the complex to try to bring the white brother over on his side.
But among the Indians there are various sects, each eternally trying to make
converts of the rest, even as in the Christian world. Some of the religious
activities of the Indians have had to be restricted by the Indian Department,
because they inveolved too much on the part of those who were seeking converts
to their particular views. Many of the Indian dances have a very strong re-
ligious significances The Indian takes his religion just as seriously as any
other race of people, but he manifests it in his own way, and embraces the

white man's ideas of theology very slowly ~-and very loosely, as a rule.

The other special objective of many of the churches has been the
conversion of the lumberjackse IHe also was slow to take up any different re=-
ligious ideas than he already possesseds They were always very respectful to
the ministers who came to preach to them, but it is very doubtful that any ime

pression was made that didn't wash off at the basin.

Scandinavian people have strong church organizations, and some of
the Finnish people are religious, attending a division of the Lutheran church.
In the range commnities the Greek Orthodox church serves a large constituency

from central European countries.
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Bating =~ Food

Fhen CGrand Rapids was the wooded frontier:

Snow birds were very plentiful here in the early days of logging,
and the people of Itasca county were accustomed to making snow bird pies The
birds were attracted to a place under a blanket by some sort of bait, and when
a good flock was feeding the stakes holding up the blanket were dropped flat;
catching a good part of the coveys It tock two or three dozen for a meat pie,

but this was considered a great winter treat.

Other game eaten extemsively by the early comers were, of course,
squirrels, rabbits, raccoons, beavers, especially the tails, woodchuek, por=-
cupine.

Of course venison and moose are the real standbys in pioneer countries.
Prior to 1865 there were no deer in Itasea county, nmor any place in Mimmesota
north of Mille Lac. DBut the moose were plentiful, and moose meat iz preferable

to venison by most people. And there are plenty of deer there now.

Bear meat was eaten extensively, also, and wild ducks wers appre=-

ciated, and coots. But civilization has come, and with it has returned the

appetite for beef, pork and poultry.
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")\, G. Bernard was an early editor in Itasca, probably the first

in this immediste section. (Grand Rapids vieinity) He established & newspaper

at La Prairie which then hed the prospects of becoming & metropolis. Ila
Prairie's hopes, however, were short~lived. Dusiness moved To what is now
Grand Rapidse and with it the newspaper. For several years lr. Dernard con=
ducted the Magnet of Grand Rapids. He was lmown a8 the *loose.' This dis-
tinetion was given because of the fact that he bad a very large nose which
reminded the early citizens of the appearance of the nose of & moose &3 this
monarch of the forest stepped out of the woods. The hopes of Grand Rapids
which led to the broad and early extensions of the village limits over &
considerable area in these parts, also induced the establishment of newspapers.
Ee Gs Kiley came to work for Ae. Ge Bernmard and later established the Herald.
The Lumberman's Review was consolidated with Mr. Kiley's paper to make the
Herald-Reviews Ds Ce Auderson and his brother established the Ifasca County
Independent which was purchased later by 4« L. la Fremiere. The Herold-Review
and Independent jointly disposed of the Mggnet, which, in the meantime, had
come by some way or another into the ownership of Henry Hughese. A+ Ge Bermard
was reputed to have had an inleresting past before he came to Itasca counly
and after leaving here he established papers at Walker and Cass Leke. T¥e

know nothing about later events in his life."
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Crime in Early Itasca

Rough characters made for crimes of violence in early Itasea,
with its rough surroundings. A% almost every court session, some one went
on trial for mmrder, while today & murder case is & rarily, and at many
sessions of the court the grand jury is not called to consider any coriminal

charges.

"In 1896 the=lead in 5024 was -being ssttled. Napoleon Russell and

/'his family built a home of logesén the tote road rumning through that township.
/

/ Near the Russell home Jolm B con lived alone on the shores of a lake. Further
1/ down on the lake lived Peter McKemnas MNcKenna had but ome eye and was knowm
as 'One Eyed Pete®s IHis record was not goods It was reputed that he stole
things from the houses of the homesteaders. The settlers would loeck their
homes but MNeKenna would 1ift the padlock so that the keyhole would be somewhat
exposed, back off snd shoot into the lock with his rifle. He would then obtain

what he wished and as Bacon had missed some flour and other necessities he nate

urally thought that (ne Eyed Pete had taken them.

"One Sunday morning Napoleon Russell and his family came to Grand
Bapids to do some trading, a task which would normally require several dayse
Before they left they asked Bacon to come over at times and feed the chickens
and look after their property. Two or three days later some neighbors coming
by the Russell homestead saw that it had been burned to the ground. They not-

ified the owners in Grand Rapids who hurried back. In the ruins of the cabin
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were found some bones which Dr. Russell, as coroner of the county at that
tine, put into a cardboard box and brought to Grand Rapids. There was also
a match safe and a knife said to belong to John Bacons Underneath the bones
wes & small piece of umburned cloth later identified as part of a Mackinaw
which belonged to Bacon. There was aiso the key to the Russell chicken coop.
One Eyed Pele was immediately arrested and charged with the murder of Johm

Bacone

"On the stand MoKenna {0ld a certain story. He said that on Mon=-
day he went tco a meighbor's homestead, thal of 2 man named Breckenridge, for
the purpose of cutting hay. It was & rainy morning and as Breckinridge had

decided not to cut he determined to go home and cut on his own meadow. AS

his land laid [Tsic / near to that of Bacon, there was dispute about the owner

ship of the meadow. Vhen MeKenna arrived at his home he found that the hay
had been cut. Ie saw Baecon, said that he thanked hin for oubting his hay and
then went on. He swore that he never sasw Bacon again and did not lkmow what

had becoms of him.

"Ce Lo Pratt was the county attormey amnd C. C. McCarthy was appointe-
ed to defend McKeuna. There was a strong presumption of One Eyed Pete's guilt.
But the law was in his favor. 4n important gquestion, well known in courts,
was raised. In order to convict licKenna it was first necessary to prove the
death of Bacon. HNo one may be convicted of first degree murder without proof
that the person who was supposed to have been killed was actually dead. There

was strong evidemce to show that he was. But there must be positive and complete
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proof of death. That point could not be proveds The bones and evidence

found among the ruins were not considered ample evidence, NcEenna was freed.

"After the verdict of the court McKenna proceded to get drunk. He
then ﬁlbad. He told how on Monday merning he had gone to the Breckenridge
homestead to cut some hay but as it was rainy he returned by way of the Russell
homes There he saw John Bacon splitting wood, TWords followed. Hs claimed
that Bacon attacked him, and that he shot and killed him, He dragged the body
into the Napoleon Russell home, piled wood around it, emptied the contents of

a2 five-gallon kerogene can about the premises and set the shack on fire.

"lcKenna could not be again prosecuted for murder. He was, however,
immediately rearrested and sentenced on a charge of buming a building occupied
by a humen being. He was found guilty in guieck order and sentenced to seven

years in the penitentiary,

FlicKerma had little or no means to pay for his defemse. Ie had his
claim in 60=-24 which was then covered with pine, IHis right was being contested
by the Great Northern Railway company which had laid some script on his property

as it was suspected that iron ore was to be found throughout that whole section.

Q(M_,v/ g the title teo the elaim was settleds The timber
(.'
which was valuable was sold by McKenna for $1950. One half of it went %o pay

I
While McKenna '}fﬂ;u” i

the expenses of the defense and settling the title to the property. The other
half of it McKenra received on his release from prison. Not kmowing what to
do with his money, he intrualed it to a friend of his by the name of Hicks,

Hicks made way with the money and shortly afterwards was accused of murdering
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werry*s lumberjacks in & dispute over care o horsos.”

This is but one of many gruesome tales of early Grand Rapids.
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April 27, 1932

Rallroad

"The Great Northern Railroad through Itasca county was

as part of that system of tramsportation from Grand Rapids or Deer
wostward.

L

The Duluth, Messabe and Northern came to Colerain

the Steel Corporation's ore from the Canisteo district to the

Daluth,

"A mueh larger nileage of railroad the eounty for
purposess The first reilread of this Swan River Rail-
ealleds This wes built by %l

loggers who beocam

pine, ¥right & Davise It extended northward fr
Hississippi, orossing the Great Northernm at Swan Hiver and thence north and
east towards Hibbings This road was built about 40 years ago (about 1282
for the purpose

i ssissippi at Jacobw
son Higsi i

"The railroad fulfilled that purpose, but its owners did another
importance. They acquired a large amount of land, especially
ving and Talgoe had very good isx
posits.

: JI1LY 186
mineral but its transportation possibilii

&

keldl He mcquired veyy great iron mines which later becanme
of the Great Horthern Ircm Ore Propertiess The Wright & Davis road leading
northward became the Swan River branch of the Great Northernm. The old logging
road was completely transformeds Over the roadbed and rails that once earried
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lurching ears of pine there now thunder the long, Great Northern trainsg of
ore, bound for Superior and ite dockse. The Swan River road wes a logging

road that turned out well."

-
o

"About 1908 or 1907 (check) some peopls starbed the townsite o

Hill City. They built a railroad from the end of the Great Worthern at Mss-
issippi Landing into their new towns They projected factories, farms and other
thingss They interested Armour & Compeny in the construction of & irge plant
for making tubs, pails and other things in whieh +o ship the products of the
great Armour packing plantse That plant began its operations in about 1810
and continved them for about 17 yearss Then as hardwood becate scaree the
plant was abendoned and later the reilroad. The abandonment of the rallroad
w:8 opposed before the Interstate Commerce Comuission but the railrosd company
won its point. Iowever before rails were taken up citizens of the commamity
banded together and with the aid of the Great Northerm purchased the road and

ts equipment at junk walue from the Armours and rail service has been comtirmeds

Hill City Railroad might 1
road. Every ef’ort has baon made 4o keep the Lraing in peration and expenges
of service have beeu cuts SGecrge Hankerson may have the title of general mane
ager of the railroed bul his tasks aro more than menaging, we undorstand, He
sweeps out the terminal, looks after all the auditing and records, helpa to
keep the train rumning, and when there is not business enough to bring out the

locomotive he tales & jusoline ear up to Swan River. On days that the train

does not rum,; mail service is contimued in this manner. The plan is %o run




Grand Rapids Herald Report
Summer
July 25, 1940

April 27, 1932

(continued)

locomotives only when there is business enough to warrant. Sinee the demand
for forest products is poor, there is not very much demsnd for rail service.
However the citizens who have beccme railread owners and memagers are sbicking
by the job and the community is petronizing the earrier to the best of its

ability., * % %

"In nawming logging railroads there was optimism at leasts The
Minneapolis & Rainy River was well christened but it reached to meither Minne~

apolis nor to the Rainy River. The Minnesota, Dakota & Western, the Baclkus

logging railroad is still about 200 miles from the Dakotas. (Check this)
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In 1862 there was no newspaper in all the broad area extending

northward from the Twin Cities.

The first one was founded by Ae Gs Bernard at La Prairie, about
1861, The Grand Rapids Herald-Review was established in 1893. FPapers were
established at Hibbing, Virginia, end other places in the newly established

mining region in the nineties.

The first of these, and for years the most influemtial, was that

owned by Ce M. Atkingon of Hibbing. (Check for its name)

The Herald-Review of the late nineties contains many interesting

items illustrative of the ti es and conditions.

"The cut of loge for the season ending in April, 1807, in the Grand

Bapids ares was listed at 165 million feet. * * * It was not a good winter for

the loggers according to the report, for only half as many men were employed
as in the season before and the general reports were that it was the worst
logging season in the history of Minnesota to thet dates There was a very
heavy fall of suow, the swamps were not frozen and the weight of the snow on

the ice of the lakes caused water complications which were embarrassinge

"The North Central Experimental Station was established in 1896
and there were complaints that the appropriations made by the legislature
which adjourned in April, 1897, did not suffice for this institutions The

anmount was $2,000.
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The issue of April 24th, 10897, says of the work of this station:

"In the first season a great many varieties of grains, grasses and
fruit bad been planted. The residence, which was replaced this past year, was
constructed and about B0 acres of land was cleared. Experiments were started
with ebout 26 varietieg of coru snd many kinds of graine. Potatoes were getling
their share of attection and important experiments to prevent scab and rot were
under waye. It was in that year that pine seedlings were brought on to the farm,
under the direction of Superintendent Pendergast, for the purpose of establishe=

ing the experimental forest which has sinee been of large interests. The peat

experiments wore started and a colu:iy of bees was to be brought to the farm

to Test oub their industry among the native wild flowers of this sections

"An item of considerable interest wus the fact that some man had
stolen four barrels of corned besef from the Knox warehouse on the banks of
the Mississippi. The lerald-Review was congratulating the county that its
one time competitor, A+ Ge Domard, was about to move to Cass county. The
Rainy Lake gold rush was started. There was talk about sugar beets. E. Ae
Eremer and He Do Powers were clected of icers of the Itasca Gun Clube. Most
important was the discussion of econstruction of the railroad from Deer River
westward and the fact that it was rumored that capitalists were interested in

this construction.

"The seftion of the paper devoted to legal notices contained a

fair nunber of mortgage [foreclosure notices. There was a good part of a
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column for notices of hearing ¢u application for liguor licenses. The saloons
then eontributed a large part of the cost of rumning the village government.
The railrosds pear and far advertised in the Herald-Review of 1897 giving their
detailed schedules from Duluth and Minneapolise This included mot only the
large lines, but the Duluth, Mississippi River and Northern which operated

in those deys from Hibbing to Mississippi Landings Among the adverbtisers

The Itasca Mercantile Company used the largest space.

)}

The newspapers of northeestern Minuesota were preaching agriculture

when there was hardly a setiler in the entire area covereds (served) They

telked of clover and cows when a cow was almost a ourlesily. An inspection
of the files of the Grand Bapids Hersld-Review throughout the decadea of its
exisbence show not only the agitation for agricultural development, but record

the county's progress in that regard year by years
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He Dy Powesrs

“There is one men in Grand Rapids who lkmows hig weather. That
is He D¢ Powers, who for 42 years of residence in the community has kept
& daily record of the temperature and the weathor, Systematiecally every
day, year in and year out, Mr. Powers has recorded the temperature and pre-

vailling weather conditionss

It was in Nay, 1890, that Hs Ds Powers came to Grand Rapids. The
railroad then terminated at La Prairie. It was known at that time, however,
that La Prairie was not to be the towm but Grand Rapids was to be the out=
standing commmity of the section. Word had come out that the railrced was
to be extended to Grand Rapids and later to the west. The townsite had been
laid oubt thoigh the community itself, which had not been incorporated as &
village, was clustered about the river -front. dJolm Beckfelt had a warohouse

there and Polter & Company also had landings and warshousess

Mre Powers had been in Brainerde The decision to come to Grand Rap~-

ids vas made in May, and in July, 1890, a stock of goods was brought up river

from Brainerds The steamer Lotiie Lee was chartered for the purpose and loaded

with hardware. It was quite a job getting upstream end at Oxbow Rapids half
of the load was taken from the boat and a return trip made for it. Ina simple
frame building not far from the present location of the store (check) We J.

and He De Powors established their hardware businesss With them was their

father, Do S« Powers, who resided in Grand Rapids many yeers. We Je Powers

left the firm in 1912. * % * He Ds Powers has carried on the business system=
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atically and contimuously. (check)

Transportation has changed greatly since 1880« When the stock of
bardware arrived in Grend Rapids it was eftor a strenucus journey up river.
Even for many years after the coming of the railroad the river served as
moans of tramsportation of both goods and peoples Somstimes the trip was
made guicklys Sometimes it wes a hard trip in which both passengers and
crew worked together. As the Lottis Lee journeyed upriver with the hardw
ware an accident with the Famm was narrowly avertedes On land the ox was

used extensively in the nineties.

*The hardware business has changed in 50 years. As soon as the
store was established the chief demand was for heavy hardware, largely for

logring purposese The big business was that of eutting pines The hard=

ware firm made and lost money as loggers made and lost, Fall and winter was

& very busy season. In the summer He D¢ Powers had time to fish.

"lr. Powers had an inside tip on the future of Grand Rapids when
he came here. Feople from Brainerd played a great part in establishing the
tomnsite of Grand Rapidse They owmed much of it and made inducements in
land to the Duluth and Winnipeg Railroed to extend its line to the com~
mmity. Amomg those whom Mr. Powers consulted concerning moving to Grand
Bapids was Charles Kindred of Brainerd. The predictions made by Mr. Kine

dred and others for the commmity have been realizeds * % *
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"If anycne may be described as a loading sportaman of & commmnity
in which many are interested in hunting and fishing, that man may be Hs Ds
Powers, He bhas been interested in every kind of hmmting snd fishing that
the country has offered and long before the game began to show iteelf in
lesser quantity, Mr. Powers was an ardent advocate of . sportsmanship and

conservation.

"Even more importent,however, has been Mre. Powers' long identity
with every public movement within the commnity. When the village of Grand
Rapids was organized he wus its first treasurers When the county was or-
ganized John Beakfelt was elected the first county treasurer amd he appoint-
od Nr. Powers as his assistant to do the works He has served in nearly every

public eapacity that the commmity offers, from treasurer to president of

the village council and is nmow upon the Library Board (check) and the Water

and Light Commission (ehsck)s Since the organization of the Water end Light
Commission by the villege lir. Powers hes been one of its most far-sighted

memberss

¥He D, Powers came up the river to the head of navigation because
he saw a promising commmity in the malking. He wms right in his guess and

loyal in his later devated service to Grand Rapids and Itasea countye * * *

A large number of people in and around Grand Rapids have seven the
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process of setilement and development proceeds have seen a few rude

buildings on the waterfrent develop into & lively mederm village; have

seen the line of forest drivem beck and rich, productive farms appear

where once was only brush and trees,
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Log Drives -~ The Boom Coe

"The last drive of pine pessed down the Mississippi in 1916.
* % * The first logs to be cut on Pokegema, nearby on the upper Miss-
issippi, or on the Prairie were cut in 1868 to 1870 After the industry
wes established the Mississippi River Boom company was organized for the
purpose of taking the logs down the Pather of Waters without loss. This
organization represented the mill owners or large loggerss Its morth
limits on the Mississippi were at Grand Rapids. Loggers drove their pine
down the river to this point and delivered it to the boom compeny. As
high as two or three lmdred men would be working cn the river and a large
investment had been made by the boom company in driving piling end fasten=
ing logs together with boom chains to keep the pine, as it floated down

the river, in the chamel.

"Bringing the drive down the river was & most interesting and

important part of the season’s work. Many loggers would make money in the
winter and lose it on the drive. £ there were not sufficient wabter ther
wes losss If the drive was not handled well thers wore ¢gbhor lossess * * #

And working on the drive wes hard, wel work. % ¥ ¥

"The early loggers worked under some difficultiese Behind the
drive coming down the river was a wanigane It was a flat boat with head=-

quarters for the men to eoat and sleeps In the esarlier days it weas sometimes
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necessary to make the wanigen without nmails and with the erudest of toolss
The men who were shead of the drive seeing that the logs did mot lodge on
the shore or places whore they would be losty did not have to work as hard
as the men who followed up the rear, loosening the logs from places where
they had landed, It wes cold, wol work. Sometimes rivermen did not care
to get into water up to their necks bub the foreman would tell them to go

ahead, it wouldn't burn them. The work begaz && scom as it was light, It

contimned until darkmess came. There was a hearty breald'dist, and twe lunches

were carried by the mem. They rotumed to the wonigan anywhere from oight
until ten o'clock the evening, tired and wets Usually the wanigan aimed
to tie up at some sheltered place on the shore where dinner would be oa;'ten
and where & big fire, which the cook had prepared; would permit the drying
of the clothes. Sometimes the mem crawled into their blankets without
Taking off their wel shoes for if they hed attempted to dry their shoes

They would be so stiff that they would be wnmmarable the next momings

"Since the reguirements were for skillful men the wages were the
highest paid in the logging industry. The work had its eléments of denger.
Log jems held possibilities of deaths A great many logs were driven dowm
the Preirie river in the earlier days. Jn.:zé would of'ten form at the falls
upriver from the present (check) Prairie priver dams Several mem have been
drowned at this place aud it was here that the greatest test of skill and

ability in the handling of logs was neededs
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"The logs floated down strean where there was current. When
they came onto the lakes they were rafted togethers In the earlier days
e large boal would be anchored ahead of the reft end it would be dragged
acrogs Uhe lake by & windlasse The wosnther conditions were wetched as
carefully as an aviator wmatoches them nowe If a sudden strong wind came
up the whole raft might be torn to pieces and the logs scattered over
the whole lake, Sometinmes it was necessary to wait a week before taking
logs across & body of open watoers In later days therg wice gheanships
for the purpose of towing the rafter, The rcmains of steamboats will
be found on the upper Mississippi and Bigfork and some of the larger

lakes et the present tines Pokegame had seversl steamboats used for

towing rafls and several large boats wore used for this purpose on Leach,

Winnibigoeshish and other large lakes, * * #

"From 300 to 500 million feet of pine passed down the rivers of
Itasca overy spring --some seasong even mores * * * The men came in the
fall and worked through the winter. When spring ceme they spent their
money over the bar and then drifted on towards the cities. As the men
were working downstream to their sumuer haunts, the logs were also going
down river, gulded by able workerss As both men and logs disappeared,
Grand Bapids settled down to the warm days of summer, to rest up for

another winter."
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Polities

“In the early days of Itasea county everyone voted who could,

and many voted whe were not legally entitled to do soe Before the days

of strict election laws, precinct election officers did not care who vobed
and surely those at the county seat would not inguire into things. For
many years the customs of the section were umchallenged. Men voted as
meny times as they conveniemtly coulds Ballot boxes were sbuffed with
The number of votes needed to put a candidate across. Everyone vobed

who was in the scetiong * # *

"There is one story that has persisted for many years and which
evidently has some foundation in truthe In the early 1900%s a congressman
was elected in this (what No. ?) distriot by the vote of 400 dead Indians.
The man who voted the Indiang was prominent in the politids of the sectione
The Redsicing bad been in their graves in Cass county for many yearse The

story is vouched for by many truthful peoples

“In the older days there were many oxen in the country. They were
pastured all swmer in a meadow convenient to the camp where they would be
used again the snsuin{tf‘i«rtér. When winter came they were ready for work.
The men who tended the oxen might be the only white men in the large territe
orys The animals were all named. . In the fall they were all voted. Their
namas were such that they could vole without suspicion on the part of those

many miles away &t the end of a ncar-impassible trails # * * This story is
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Probably true, as the following outstending instances has full confirmation

from very reliable sources:

Before Itasca became a county and was part of Aitkin county,
& sheriff was clected by a very small majority, a margin of but a few votes.
One of his friends voted a score of oxon for hims, These animals had pastured
ab a place not over 10 'miles from Grand Rapidse They had fulfilled some of
the essential requirements for voting. At least, they had been in the county
long enough to satisfy the statutes. No one knew about some of the other

features of the transactions * #* #*

Many an electdon was settled by weiting for the vote from Swan

River. That was in the early days when Wright and Davis had meny men in their

logging and railroad operations. MNost of these men woted, but a fow extra ballots

ecould be put into the boxes if a few edditional votes were neededs 1I% took a
fow days to get the ballots into the county seat. DBetween the election day and
the time that it took to bring in the outlying retums, many things might happens
Most of the stories of election fraud in Itasca county are false, but there was

enough of it to warrant many storiese

Shortly after the turn of the sentury when there were many election
reforms Itasca county echanged its methods, men who were rumning for office did
not wish to lose because of wrong election methodss Politioiens began to check
up, both before and after election. FPerhaps the Riley - Ridell election contest
case of that period gave rise to much of the agitation, In that case some shady

politieal practices were brought to light in court and confirmed by direct evidences
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Since then there have been few rumors of political skull duggery in Itasca.
Conditions are easily checked in these days, and no voter relishes a sketch

in jﬁ.ilo

"The lumberjack played an important part in the early politics
of the countys * * * He did not ocare whether he voted or how he voteds If
asked to, he would go to the polls and vote as the camp foremen or some friend

might requests * * *

For the past three decades Itasea county has been politically

virtuouse

"The older residemnts of this section will remember one of the
notable campaigns of earlier time. This was before Itasea county, as it is
now known was created. It wes in the late 80's that Knute Nolson was elected
to Congress. While Mr. Nelson lived near Alexandria, the distriet which he
represented included a great part of northern Minnesota. His opponent in
that campaign was Cs F. Kindred of Brainerd. Mr. Kindred was a leader in
the timbered section of northeastern Minnesotas« He had important business
connectionse It was said that there was plenty of money spent in the kindred
campaigne Mre Kindred received practically a solid vote in this immediate
section of the states Knute Nelson came through with a big vote,further to

the wests

"It was in this campaign that the Scandinavian vots first came

into prominence in Mimmesota. The Norwegisns and Swedes had come into the
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state and played an important part in its agricultural development. Their
interest, however, was chiefly in meking homes and in cultivating land.

They did not care for politicss It is doubtless true that the politicians
prior to the rise of Enute Nelson gave the Scandinavian element scant atten=
tione EKnute Nelson toock advantage of this condition and came into leadership

in Mimmesota with a strong backing of the Swedes and Norwegianse After the

Scandinavien vote had been shown its power, it became the largest single

political element in the sbtatee.

"The campaign of 1896 wee a hot one in Igaseca and especially
in the eighth districte * * * It was a fre¢ silver campaign yeare In the

eighth district Page Morris was elected to Congress over Charles As Townes * * *

"'he election of 1892, when Grand Rapids became the county seat
was an imporbant one for this commmitys * * #* The contest for division of
the county and the detachment of what is now Koochiching county from Itasea

erected a greoat deal of interest.

"The year 1914 was & very interesting year in the politiecs of
Itasca countys There were several political leaders in the county who did
not always agrecs The election of that year marked the breaking of the ine
fluence of what had been @ very powerful and active political element in the
counbye It was the last stand for a certain type of politician and the election

marked a change in both politieal methods and sentiment.”
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In that year a member of this disgruntled group published a&
booklet entitled "The Examiner, a story of Graft in Itasca county." The
publie did not take the tract seriously.

"Tom Ward was for many years & great politieal leader in the
county. He had a very large influence among the lumberjacks. He was active
and energetic in politics. In 1914 he ran for county attorney. He was not
& lawyer and never had been one. When asked how he could conduct the office
he said he could hire plenty of lawyers to run it. He was not elected county

attorney, but he received a very large vote.

"It was at about this time that a new political sentiment began
To spring up within the county. Agricultural settlement was increasing. The
kind and character of the men in the woods was also changing. As logzing
operations declined the lumber camp became less of an element in the counmby.

Pelitics changed rapidly.

"At the time of the organization of the Nonpartisan league, a

predecessor of the present Farmer-Labor party, there was very little excitement

and effort in Itascas This was due to the fact that most of the farmers who
would naturally align themselves with such a movement did not have money to
pay the y16 membership fee. MNoreover there was very little controversy among
the various politicel elements within the county at that time. When None
partisan League organizers came to Grand Rapids in 1918 only three people came

to hear them."
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Tendencies toward the Farmer-labor party were later develop=
mentde Dubt there is no disposition for Itasca farmers to follow any particular
brand of political loaderships They are principally interested in taxes, and
as to other political guestions are coutent to take sides when the issue arises
instead of pledpging Themselves away in advance by aligning themselves with any
particular partys Detween the politilcs of the farming sections, of the irom
range, and the various clements which enter into the wvote, Itasca county is

excecdingly intorestinge
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Fishing « J, 8, Gole

Je S« Gole of Grand Rapids probably knows as mach about fish and

fishing in these parts as anyone in Itasca county. (Check if Gole is still

alive)s In 1888, by dropping a line into Big Turtle Lake he began a fishing
experience that took hin eventually to about every lake and stream in that

section of the country.

Mr, Gole was inclined to give the palm for large wall-eyed pike
to Sugar Lake. "Some years ago," says the Herald=Review of Jume 15, 1932,
"Mr, Gole and his party caught 28 pike in Sugar Lake. Four of them weighed
40 pounds, and all of them were large. The largest walleye that Mr. Gole
caught was caught under a boom of logs in Hill Lake. It weizhed 123 pounds.
The largest pike which he has seen or heard about was one weighing over 21
pounds‘that was picked up in spawning operations at Cutfoot Lake some years

8g0e * % %

"A number of years ago lir. Gole caught & white mmskallonge
in Trout lake. It weighed over 30 pounds. The white muskallonge is * * * ag

rare among fish as the black sheep is among sheepe.

"Some years ago a fish caught at the Mississippi bridge west of
Grand Rapids took the honors for that year as the largest fresh water fish

caught in the United States. It was a northern pike weighing about 47 pounds.”

That fish was mounted and placed on permenent display in the

Androy hotel at Hibbing to advertise the rare fishing in the Hibbing area.
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The same issue of the Herald-Review states that the largest
muskie of the preceding year (1931) came from the Lake-of-the Woods and weighed
over 66 pounds. The editor talked with the man who caught it. It was an ex-
e¢iting job landing the big fellow. The 0ld men had made & big spoon aftter his
own ideas, something that he figured would attract the big ones == and he suc~
ceededs  After he had caught the record~breaker, & neighbor borrowed the big

hock and went out and caught & 1little fellow == only 44 pounds.

Sinece Itasca has been Imown at all it has been recognized as
a county that can always furnish splendid fishing. Mrs Gole says that it
was simply shameful the way bass were taken in the early days. There was no

legal limit then, and no e thought anything about catiching great numbers.

"The largest black bass which Mr., Gole has caucht in Itascs

county,” says the Hersld~Review," weighed 7&-pounds. He caught it in Emil

Lake, north of Deer Lake. In the earlier days the trip into the woods was made
with a buckboard. Behind on a trailer would be & boat. One memorable trip

was that made by Mr. Gole and George Fe. Kremer. They stopped at a little lake
not over five acres in area. Ilir. Gole saw a crane come down to the shore and
catch a fish. He called attention to this fact and Mr. Kremer went down to make
a casts The frog was seized before it hit the water. The boat was put oute

the little lake and within an hour the two men had caught 1354 basse * * *

Such a thing probably could not , and almost certainly would not

be done today, of course, but people weren't conservation minded then. None
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of this enormous catch was wasted, though; &8 the two men went home and

fed the whole neighborhood. * * ¥

"Ee Te Carroll, former superintendent of schools at Grand Rapids

once made & trip with Mr. Gole to Spider Lakes They returned with 100 bass which

weighed 350 pounds. * ¥ *

"Whitefish were very plemtiful in the earlier dayss Ume cold
NHovember day Mres Gole and a companion went out to Pokegama to bring in their
two nets and also three nets belonging to other people who had gone desr hunt-
inge They returned with five sacks of whitefish, some of them over ten pounds

in weighta.

"Brock trout were not nestive to this section, except in those
streams which flowed into the St. Louis rivere. The first trout were sent to
Grand Rapids about 1907 by Sam Pullerton, then in charge of game and fish act=
ivities in the state. They arrived in poor condition but were revived by Mre
Gole and put into Ward brook, between Grand Bapids and Coleraine. A few years
later an additional shipment was made and Mr. Gale thought that he would try
out the brook before putting more young fish inte it. He took two worms with
him and caught two good sized trout. At about this time young trout were
planted also in Swan River brook., This little stream rises cut of a 1itile
lake near Goodland and loses itself in a swamp near Swan River. It has furn-

ished very good trout fishing for many years. Smith brook and Hill City brook
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were also stocked and bhave furnished good trout fishing for many yearse

b

"The minnow business is guite an industry in Grand Rapids and
in the countys The highway is lined with signs telling of minnows and frogs.
NHot only do & score or more of people deal in minnows, but the returns from
the business amounts, not only to hundreds, but to thousands, of dollars

annually.”

Once upon a time fishermen used to get their own bait. They
waded in the cold water and manipulated a minnow net, and chased frogs in
the wet grass. Then oame the softer years, when the fishermen felt that his
duty in life was to cateh fish, not bait.  With the inerease ¢f the fishermen,

the beit business spreng into being.

"For many years," says the HeR. "lire Gole had'a barrel of running
water and in it many dozéens of minnows. This was his own private stoeck, bub

the neighbors and visitors were welcome. Ho one ever paid for bait. Ome

' day a range visitor stopped for his usual supply snd would not take it unless

he paid. That was about twelve or fifteen years agos. From this first sale
the idea came to Mra, Gole that minnows should be sold instead of being given
away and during the balance of the season she sold eighteen dollars werth of

the little shiners.

"Since that time the business developed rapidly as high as 800

dozen minnows have been sold in & day by Mr. Gole. Other minnow dealers in
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town have also sold large guantitics. Selling and caring for shiners

=

became gquite a task. To eatech ther wvas an art and trucks would po to lakes
[~}

and streams 75 or 100 miles away for a supplys +* % ¥

AfGer some offort Mr. Gale succeeded in wintering minnowse The
important consideration in this matter is the proper kind of foode Oatmeal
proved to De best, and the little shiners grow fat on it -- and tame. When-
ever Mr. Gole approached they would all swin to the end of the tenk rearest

hm.

Hot & great deal of fly fishing is done in the vieinity of
Grand Rapids, save casting for crappies. The chief interest is in live bait,
bright spoon hooks and colored lures of various kinds, intended to deceive
the big fellowss And there are many people in Grand Rapids who lmow how, when

and where to use them.

"Those who were privileged to £ish some years ago in Cutfoot and
Winnibigoshish will never cease to tell about it. When the roads were first
opened inte the Cutfoot ecountry the pike fishing there was doubtless the best
in the United States. * * » George Perry had one of the Tirst stopping places
at the Cutfoot bridge. Sewell (Sewell) Tibbetts had a place on Cutfoot Lake.
* ¥ % Ve have counted over 200 automobiles at Winnibigoshish dam on the open=
ing day of the pilke season, and some years ago the federal forest service made
an egtimate that 15 tong of walleyed pike were taken out of Cutfoot and Winni-

bigoshish on each week-end during the fishing season. There are still plenty
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of walleyes in Cutfoot and Winnibigoshish., * * =*

"Cleening fish is a task that has its artistic side. * * *
There are some mighty good men with the lmife in Grand Rapids. The late
Herbert Bowen who built Eagle's Nest Lodge on Cutfoot Lake could steak three

pike in two minutes. * * **
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Polepoarp Lake «=

Pokegama has doubtless had a more romantiec history than other
lokes in thie section. In the July 6th, 1832 issue of the Grand Rapids Her-
ald=Roview is a photograph of what is thought to be the first frame structure
ever bullt on the shores of this lake, Fred William, who now resides at Cube
foob Sioux (check tiis) lived in it as & boye On another page of the same
issue is a description of an event of about 60 years agos See what it ise
The house was locuted on Moose Pointe Mrs William remembers that Dunean Harris

lived at the lake et that tine, as did also Mike Jordans

Black's arm to Pokegama, extending eastward from the Pokogeuma
bridge, was named for William Black who lived on a farm &t the extreme east
end of the lakes For some years he operated a furm there for Sam Hemilton,

an early day loggers

Jo Gould Leke was named for Jo Gould, an early settler on this

lake which lies between Fokepanma and the Missiesippi river. Pokegama Point,
betwoen this loke end the river, played an important part in the life of the
section before Grand Rapids was established. Iwo men who became prominent

in Grand Rapids lived on Pokegame Points One was Bob MoCabe who later moved
to Grand Repids, and another was Al Hason, very well lmown to the older resi-
dents of the commmitye DBoth of these men were noted for their greoat strength,

and were among the leaders of their day.
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"George Galbreath (check on who he was, énd whether still
alive and in Gs Re) well remevbers an early trip on Pokegamas Ho came up
the Mississippi river on a sbeamboat in 1884 and desired to coross the lake
which he then saw for the first tises IHe was to oross with some Indlans
who were druml, * * # The Indiens were singing or guarreling but did not let
that interfere with getting across the lake in their frall cances. Aoross
the lake on Moose Point wms a large log house belomging to Charles Lyons, an
Indisns When the party reached that house it was decided to have a dance.

A man by the name of Burus, who lived further down, on what is now called
Sherry's Arm, was summoned to bring his fiddles Ile made musiec for the whites
and redskins to dence until he got drunk and fell onto his violin and broke
ite Then the young Indiens took up some pans and beat upon them with sticks
for the continuance of the dancees lirs CGalbreath went outside and rolled hime-
gelf up in his blanket in the sress and went to sleep while the dance was in
progresss When he woke up in the morning the Indisns were lying around drunk

and the house was complelely burneds

It has been assumed by meny that "Pokegamn" mesns "spidere" How-

ever, the Chippewa term for spider is entirely different., Ii, L, Burns,long
superintendent of the consolidated Chippewa Agency at Cass Lake, and a man well
inf'ormed ‘in all Indian affairs, says that the term "Pokegama" refers to the
fact that the lake is found off{ from the main course or chamel of the lNiss-

issippi rivers Nre. Durns describes its meaning thuss
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"The word has varied meanings but the right meaning

I believe is foff from the main course or channel,? in
the same waters only loeated off to one sides No doubt
this has reference to the Mississippi river, Pokegaua,
off to one sldes Pokega, meaning a trall deviating from
the main highway, being part of the system only located
off the main courge,” * * &

lost of the lales in this section do not have Indian names.
Uf ccurge there is Pokegemm, Wabana, Winnibigoshish, but this immediate
vieinity wes never a prominemt Indian country. The Chippewas did not come

onto the Prairie and the Bigfork rivers as they did not like this section

as well as the country further to the west. Pokegawm, however, was a favore

ite lake with the Indians, as it is with the white mens It was lined with

timber, offered the finest fishing, ebto.
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Strong Men -- Fighters

“Grand Rapids and Itasca county have had some poweriul
fighting men in days gone bys * % * In looking around for information
concerning these men of the past we thought that A. i, Johnson of Grand
Rapids would Imow as much about them as anybody. Though now 81 years old,

lirs Johnson was himself a man of renowned physical strengbhe * *

"A, M. Johnson was born at Chateau-gay, N. Yo As a boy he

came west. He first came to Itasea county in 1878, and coming up the river

he was with a group of French Canadisnses One of them ealled him 'Jim' and
for over half a century As M. Johnson has been known as Jim Johnson. When
Mre Jolmson first came to Grand Rapids in 1878 he started to work in the
woodss He toted with six oxen from the Mississippi here (at the head of

navigation) to big‘i‘rout Lake,s * * ¥

This is now only an 18 mile trip, but it was 45 by the tote

road, and took Johnson with his oxen four days to make it.

"For a period of about 10 years A. M. Johnson came in and out
of Grand Rapids. In about 1887 he came to Grand Rapids to stay. (Check if

still alive)

"The strongest men and by all odds the best man physically ever

to have lived in this vicinity, in Mr. Jolmson's opinion, was Varnum Blood. * #* *
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He was skillful and well trained. In fact he was a strong man and a boxer
for the P« T+ Barnum circus for a number of years. Mr. Johnson recalls a
story that in a sparring mateh in the Barnum circus Blocod's opponent was
killeds After that Varnum Blood did no more boxing. He lived in Grand
Rapids and he had property near La Prairies In the nineties he moved to the
west where he died several years later. In quickness, speed aud courage

Varnum Blood was the best man of the section.

Al Heson was one of the strongest men of the lcecality. IHe
was not tall, but he was heavy. He was quick, and a good boxer, often en=-
gaging in a friendly bout with the best local men. Closely associated with
the name of Al Nason is That of Bob MeCabe. He had been a sailor. fe wes
not a large man, possessed of a friendly, quiet disposition, but in a fight

he was quick, and hard.

Other good men of the day were Luke Wilson, who lived west of
Grand Rapids, Williem Crossmen, Jim Sherry, Dave Willard, of Aitkin, Sam

Lamb, better Imown as Sam Christie, and a few otherse.

"Next to Blood, Mr. Johnson believes that Frank Grant was the
ablest man physically that was ever in Grand Rapids. Grant did not wish to
fight, or to display his great strength, but he possessed cutstanding physical

abilitye.
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Most of the fights of the earlier times were fought simply

because men wanted to do something or wished to test their strength and

skill. It was eagy for them to fight, especially when drinking. There

were dirly fighters and good clean fighterss UMen who preferred to slug
it out, and men who liked to use every sort of vicious method, from biting
off ears and thumbing out eyes to kicking off faces with their heavy calked

bootse
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