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The Northwest Grand Rapide History
Illustyrated Monthly Magazine Mrs Sumner
Ste Puul Febe 1683 = Voles LI=2 Oets 17th, 1940,

"A new town is growing up in Nopthern Mimmesota that promises
to be the trade center of that extensive district of the State, and

has large possibilities of future developments Iwo years ago there were

only fifty people at CGrand Rapids, the cdunty-so&t of the great wildere

ness county of Itasca; now there are over a thousande. We give a picture
of the place s it looked inl890s To pilcture it now would be mislead-
ing, for bullding is going on o steadily that in two or three months
the view would be wholly out of dates OGrand Rapids occupies the best
natural site for a central commercial end menufactoring towm in all the
lorthern NMimescta countrys In the first place it has river navigation
on the Mississippi in both directionss It is situated at the break in
navigation formed by the rapids of the river. Steamboats run down to
Aitkin, on the Northern FPacific Railromd, and cen go further dowm as
far as the dam at Brainerds OUther boats run from the big Pokegama dam,
gust above the town, a long distance tp the river and tlirough the lakes
which feed 1%, the present route ending et the had of Pall Club lLake,
The rapids mark the point long ago selected by pioneer woodsmen as the

most advantageous place for town bullding in the whole region.

When the Duluth & Winnipeg Railroad opened the northern wilds
of the State and reached the Rapids, the remote and little kmown trad-
ing post, visited only by lumbermen and Indians, took an immediate start
and attracted a number of enterprising men who saw its adventages. These

men knew something of the resources of the iumense undeveloped forest
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country in the midst of which Grand Bapids is locateds They per=
colved that there was an immediate basis for the support of a
considerable towm in the business of supplying the lumbering camps
for a radius of fifty or sixty miles, Just ebove the rapids where
the stream is narrow and is buttressed by firm benks of rock they
perveived an excellent site for a waterpower dam, that could be cone
structed at small cost and would have a big natural storage reservoir
already for uses There they saw the future possibilities of milling
end manufecturings In the iron discoveries on the Meseba Range they
saw another resources These discoveries are all the time being pushed
wostward until now the nearest kmown deposits of ore are only a few
miles from the towns The geological formation of the range grosses
the Missiseippl at the rapids and goes on to the southwest until it
merges into prairie countyy.

No one can now set any absolute limit to the ore bodics.
They may yet be found in and arcund the town itself, In any cese
it 1s certain that there are deposits near onough to excerocise con~
siderable influence on the future of the place. As a center for ship=
ment and for the supply of farming settlement alone Grand Rapids can
lock forward to a prosperous future. With all these resources in hand
or olose at hand it is no wonder that men of businese sagacity took
hold of the new town two vears ago and that the place has growm with
rapidity and solidity,

The Duluth end Winnipeg built on beyond Grand Rapids in 1891

about twenty miles and halted to await the results of efforts to

strengthen its finence., Money has recently been raised te¢ continue
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oonstruction to the Red River Valley and the road will probably
be completed this year to Crockston and Crend Forks, This will
groatly stimulate the further development of the Northern Mimne=
sota country, because it will open & market westward for lumber
on the prairies of Mimmesota and North Dakota. It will make Grand
Rapids en excellent point for the sawing and general mamufacturing
of lumber and stimulate the establislment of mills at verious points
alonp; the line of the railroad which will furnish trade to the cen=
tral tomn of the regione It will also in time bring Grand Rapids
into notice as a faverable point for flour-milling by waterpower,
the towm being on the shortest line of rail tramsportation from
the wheat fields of the lower wvalley of the Red River to the shipping
ports ltt the head of lake Superior. The waterpower and transportetion

facilities will attract a paper manufacturing industry before long,

for which there is mm Immense supply of wood=pulp material in the

forests close at hand.

Railway enterprise has just entered the new field of lorthe
e Nimesotas Ilere is a region half as large as the State of Pemnse~
ylvania yet to Le settled and developed. Irue, it is nearly all fore
est=covered, but so were Pemmsylvenia and Chilo when they were first
occupled by eivilization. Wherever there are good lands for farming
they will be needed before long for the rapidly ineressing population
of this nation, which is pushing out in all directions to take possession
of all regions that will support humen lifes Railway building in
lorthern Mimnesota land will go on year by year and farmers will seek

out the fertile areas of hard=-wocd lands which are found at intervals
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fn the pine forest. These areas will be cleared, the oak, birch
and maple timber sold to manufacturers and the land made into
meadows and grain fields. Grand Rapids has already made such a
start as a distributing point that will find itself in the line of
new railway buil dinge.

Grand Rapids occupies a very handsome site or high ground
that slopes up gently from the river banks to a spacious plateau.
Four business sireects have already taken shape, two rumning parallel
to the river and two at right angles to both river and railroad,
and crossing the latteres The Hississippi is spanned by a good bridge,
and as the town grows the land om- the right bank will be wanted for
residencess The most conspicuous buildings are the publie school
house, the two hotels and the churchiss The town has already two
bright, well condueted newspapers, The Magnet and the review, which
cover diligemtly the field of home news and push the interests of the
tovn with constant vigilance. Advantageously located business lots
cost from $500 to $600 dollars and residence lots can be bought from
950 to £100« There is no mctive speculative movement in real estate
at present but there is universal confidence in the value of property
and the future of the tomm. The stores carry large stocks of goods,
the hotels are filled with guests, even in the mid-winter season,

Grend Rapids mekes a very favorable impression on a visitor as
@ place that is alive and prosperous, and one inhabited by an entegs-
prising class of people who expect to see it have a population of 10,000
within a very few years."

G. H. Hause 10/16/40.
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" VR ——_ - e o pran W - - <
“UP IN THIS NECK OF THE WOODS, « Grand Rapids has many

r

spots of natural beautys This village also has many places where
nature may be improved upon, end natural beauty aided by mane

Several examples of the latler cen be seen along the creek which
flows dowm through the village from Hale lake to the Mississippi
rivers In & mmber of places people living along the creek have

taken advantage of natural conditions, improved them, and made wonder-

fully attractive parkse

The most noteworthy examply of alding nature and coreating

a beauty spot is well knowme This is the Jemes Comnell property
along Pokegemma avenue a block solith of the high scheol groundse
Here, during the past ten or twelve years, & great deal of work
has been done, and each year there is an improvements The grounds
wore first lewveled off, the oreep somewhat straightenmed, end con=
fined within low walls of stone, then planting was started, with
an eye to the later appearsnce of the propertye lative trees, with
some evergreens, such as blue spruce, secured from nurseries, with
fruit trees, {lowering shrubs, and peremnial flowers, have created a
park which is an illustration of what may be accomplished with hard
work and a sense of beauty and proportions

In several other places the course of the brook through
Grand Rapids has been improveds Farking and planting has been done
at the A, L. Thwing home, on the grounds next the Commmity churche
Swan Sandin has improved the flat through which the brook runs at

his place, and has developed an island, some miniature bridges, and
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other novel and pleasing effects,

Some work has been done in other placee in the villiage
than along the brook, to develop natural besuty spotss On Forest
lake, in the west part of the villiage, Archie MaDougel and sons
have parked out a long section of the lake shore near their place,

leaving the trees which were needed for chades A diving platfom

and beat landing, built by the MdDougals, are used by the publie

without charge."

» H. Hause 10/14/40

P. 1. COl. 1.

Grand Rapids liepnld Reoview
Wede Jume 21, 1933

Vole XLII=51

UP I THIS NECK OF THE WOUDS, « Much of historiecal ine
torest attaches to the principal industry in Grand Repids, the
Blandin Faper Company mills The people living in the present
generation camot realize that there was a time, not so many years
830, when the mill was not in existence, or that earnest and constant
effort on the part of the public spirited citizens was necessary bow
fore the water power &t Grand Rapids was developods

Search of historicel doouments shows that at 1 ast two men
now living were active in seeuring the development of water power
herey together with other pioneers, that they expended time, money
and effort to bring capital here without thought of financial better-

ment to themselves, and that publie money was used in successful

offorts to bring the potential source of power to the attention of
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moneyed mens 4ll this happened only a third of a century ago, weoll
within the memory of many men now livinge

iolo C(}lo 1

Crand Rapids lerald Review
Veds June 21, 1938

Voles XLIX-51

1899

In the year 1800 a corporation was formed, called the CGrand
o & [

Rapids Tower and Doom Companys IThe incorporators were H. D, Powers
and Jolm Costello now living and D, M, Gunn, Jolm Beckfelt, D, V,
Doran, L. Fs Enox and George F. Meyerse Congressmen Fage Morris ine
troduced a bill in the House in Washington, in Januery of 1899, which
would authorige the newly formed company to construct & dam and bridge
over the Miselssippl river at Orand Repide, This neasure passed withe
out difficulty, but ocontained a provision that actual construction must
be started within one years

Effortes to interest capital in the new venture were not suc=
cossful at first, end in January, 1900, H. D, Powers ard D. M. Cumm
went to Chicago te bLring to moneyed interests the value of water power
on the upper Mlsslssippie Their efforts met with some success s for
on Febe 12, of that year, a special car was set off at Crand Repids,
and Louis W, I11l, vice president of the Creat Western road, with

‘s Doyee of Chicago and other men of affairs, made personal ine

vestigation of the local situatione

In the meantime, the year during which the incorperators were
to start development wms about to expire, and on Feb, 9, 1900, a bill
was introduced by Senator Knute Nelson, extending the time for cone

etructing the dam four more yearss One reascn for granting the ox-
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tension wag that time must be given for cruising the territory
tributary to the mill to ascertain the amount of pulpwood which

-

could be secured if a paper mill was built here, This measure

was passed, and the incorporators received their efforts to ine

terest capital in the venture,

One year later, or in Jamuary, 1901, the Itasca Paper
Company was formed, the power site talken ovep, and preparations
were made to start building the dems The first officers of the
Itasca Faper Compeny were Frank F, Becker, president; L. Lindaner,
vice president; H. C. Becker, secretary; and A. C. Bossard treasurer
and resident manager. All the officers were from Eenkanna, Wisconsin,
vome of them, including Mre Bossard and H., G. Decker immediately made
Grand Rapids their permenent homes, and took important places in the
1life of the villages

The first carload of machinery to be used in the construce
tion of the dam was delivered in late January of 1901, This ine
cluded power drills, hoists, cables, and other oequipment. The speci~
fications for the dem stated thet it was to be 130 feet long, with
a base 78 feet wide. Immediate employment was given to e large mumber
of men, eand excavation for the foundation of the dem started,

The work preparing the site for the dem was pushed with such
vigor that the first stone in the dam was laid, with some local attention
to ceremony, on May 16¢ High water in the river delayed building operations,
and while it had been expected that the machinery would be in place for

papor making late in the summer, it was not until late the following
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winter that the first print paper was turned oute
The machinery for wmeking peper, several carloade of it,
reached Crand Repide in Jamuary, 1902, a yeer after the Itasca
“aper Company was formed. Expert millwright appearedy end the
erection of the machinery was pushed as repidly as possibles
Pebe 19, 1002, was a most important dete in. Grand Rapidse
On that dete the power was turned on, and the first print paper
ceme from the machines, G ling of spruce pulp had started seve
eral deys earlier, so a supply of pulp was readys Ourplus pulp
was being shipped to a mill et Cloquets During the first few days
of operation, the mill turned out 12 tons every 24 hourse The first
orders for car leoads of paper were received from Chicagn and Lansas
City, and shipment made during Pebruary. The capacity of the mill
in that early day was small indeed, when compared to the produetion
nowe The Blandin Paper Company produces, when ide mill is being
operated to capacity, 140 tons of news print paper every day, oy
more than ten times the dally output of the Ituseca Paper Company
in its first years
During the Viorld war period, the Ste Paul Pioneer Press =
Dispatch and C. K, Blandin bocame interested in the Itasea Paper
Company, to assure a constant supply of print paper. With the sale
of the news;apers, lir. Dlandin retained his interests in the paper

4

mill, the neme wus changed to the ELiandin aper Company, and the

program of expansion so femiliar to Orand Rapids was insugurated.”

G. H. Hsuse 20/15/40
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Uhen the United States entered the wmy Williem dhaling

3

of Crand Rapids wes one of the first boys ine He enlisted the
first of May 1917 He thought ho would see some action with the
Harines and he guessed right.

Captain Thaling wont from Grand Rapids to lMare
where he enlisted as a private, le stayed there until November
lst when ho went across with the second division of the Marine
Brigedes The Marines got into the heaviest fightinges Yo part of

the military forces of the United States fought harder and suffered

mores IThe Sixth Repglment, to which Willism Whaling belonged, was

roplaced about six timese I took about 18,000 men to keep this

unit at its fighting foree of 3,000 Jome companies lost nearly
ell of their men in sovere ongagementse
Williem Whaling wms in every one of the important engage-
ments where the Marines were founde. le was at Ste Mihiel, the Meuse,
the Argonne, Chateau Thierry, the Marme, Monte Plaue and a long list
of disastrous engagenontss le was made a second lieutenant at St
¥ihiels This young men from Grand Repids went through &ll of these
engagamontss . He seamed to bear a charmed lifes ' At Belleau Wood
he was gassed and wounded slightly. DPut he went through the war to
the day before the Armistice when he was sent back from the front
lines with an ulcerated tooths Ie recoived several porsonnel citationse
After the Armistlos lieutenant Vhaling went to Germany with

the Army of Occupations He was there about six months and he returned

to the United States in 1919, It was then he decided he would remain
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with the Narine Corpss e chose to follow military work as a life
career and that he made a wise choice has been demonstrated by
elovation and promotian to his present standing. After entering the
service permanently Captain Whaling served for awhile abroad shipe
For awhile in 1922 and 1923 ho was in pistol contests for he had ale
ready won repute as a worksmane In the winter of 192%-1924 he was
on the U, §. S, Maryland end 1924 he was on the Olympic pistol teams
That year he shot in both the Olympie, where he stood, and in the
International contest where hLe ranked third. Returning to the United
“tates he entered the lational matches at Camp Pérry where he toock
first place.

Va8
Wie do not lmow what Captain Whaling's score/in these contests.

Ihe target is about 160 feet distant and the bull's eye is about
two inches Iin diametore To hit the bull's eye counts tem and the
rings around it are successively nine, eight and down to one. We
have understood that Captain Whaling shoots in the nineties for ten
shots which means that it is the bull's eye or the rings next to it
all the times

After the pistol contests were over Captein and Mrs. Whaling

visited their perents in Grand Rapids and in October in 1924 they

loft for Chinae For twenty seven monthe William Whaling was on duty

at the American Legation at Pekinge He liked China and the service
in the foreign lands ususlly has meny plessant features. In 1027
Hare Island where "Cork' Whaling began his military service saw him

agRine
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The year 1928 was one of excitement. The Marine were
called to Nicaragua, llere was the real service, quite in contrast
to that in Franee but with plenty of acticn. The enemy was fight=
ing in the woods, and the woods of Central Ameriea are demse, hot,
wet junglese William Whaling was wet to the skin most of the time
and carrying out military work was hard and unhealthfuls
The expedition of Nicaragua toock about 18 months of a
Harine's times Following this experience there were some more
shooting contests in the United States and early in 1930 there came
the word to go: to Haitis
laiti is & republic which has asked the United States to do
some things for her. OUne of these was to train the native police
and for a period ending in 1936 the United States has assumed charge
of the training of the native constabulary. It is particularly
interesting that two young meén from Grand Rapids should both be
engaged in this work. The obher was Edwin Farrell, now in service
in Washingtons Ie was another young man who stuck by the Marines.
They speak French and Captain Whaling's orders are all given in a
tongue somewhat new to him but which he has heard in wvarious parts
of the world for the last 15 years. ie has about 300 men in the

group which he is training end while they are not always obedient

to black officers they okey the Marines, The work is not unpleasant

and aiti is not a disagreeable place to lives The climate is not
oppressively hot and the winters are not much different than summer
except for the heavy rainfall. Captain and Mrse. Whaling and their

son returned last month from a visit to Grand Rapids to continue their
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residence in Haiti until the Captein's assignment there is finished,

lio one could live much further from the ocean than does a
man in Orand Rapids there is nothing in this *leck of the Voods' to
stimulate interest in militaery affairse 'Cork' Whaling has been a
vory sucecessful soldier and he told us that he is juing to stay by
the Marines for the rest of his lifes

G H. Hause 10/15/40

Fo le Cole 1
Orend Rapids lerald Review
Wede Auge 16, 1933  Tole XLIII=T
Early records of towns, villages, cities and the like are
valuables They enable history to be written accurately, and property
to be legally and safely transferreds The earlicst record of Itasca
County property in existence has probably been unearthed with the dise
covery of a plat, recorded before Mimnssota was a state.
Some time ago when L. V. Iimtley, register of deeds, was .
transoribing some papers in Little Falls, county seat of Morrison

county, the register of deeds handed him a plat, saying that it con=

cerned lands now in Itasca county, it might as well be heres The map

revealed as & plat of 'Hast and West Pokegama, located on the east and
wogt banks of the Niseissippl River at Pokegama Fells,®

Away back in 1867, when NMimmesota was still a territory, and
the nearest organized county was Morrison county, four men saw a potential
city at Pokegami Falls, whore the govermment dem west of CGrand Raplds

was later builte The land had never been surveyed, but these four men,
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Lyman C. and M, W. Dayton, and G. A. and I, N, Camercn,
engaged Campbell Deall, a c¢ivil engineer and le:.d surveyor, to sure
vey and lay out a town site on each bank of the Mississippl river.
‘his was done, and the plat was duly recorded in Morrison county
on June, 1867,

Hothing was ever done with the plate When the govermaent
surveys were made, same fifteen years or so later, no recognition
was glven to the plat of 'Bast and West Pokegama,' and the United
States government kept title to the land on either side of the falls,
later tuilding the dem at that point in the interosts of navigations

So far as can be ascertained, the Dayton brothers who were
part owners of the plat of a oity in the wilderness, were of the same
family as were the men who later built and developed the large re-
tall store in Mimmeapolis which now bears their name. They were

Ploneers in the territory of Mimmesota, at all events,"

G, I, Hause 10/1B/40

Po le Cols 1
Grand Rapids lerald Review
Vieds Auge 23, 1933 Vole XLIII-8

Taxidermy was onoce quite an important art and industry up

in the neck of the woods,

Along about 26 years ago probably about & half a dozen men
were engaged in Grand Rapids in the mounting of heads, animals, fish
and birdse There was a considersble demand for the skill of the

taxidermist and quite a ready market for many of the things which he
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wados The lumter wished seme of his best trophys saved for the future,
rugs from the furs of wolves and bears were in demand and the hard
drink emporiums of the day made gquite a strong demend for the many
pronged deer or the wide antlered mcose heads
Une of the men who hes had a large experience in taxidermy
is J. D, Anthonys He ceme to Grand Rapids from Iows to work here for
Williem Vieitzel who for many years engaged in the fur business in
Grand Rapidse As a youth Mr, Anthony became interested in taxidermy.
There was some business in the Jowe commmity but most of it was sent
in from other statess One day Jess Anthony received a shipment of
some elk horns, mountain sheep and mountain goatsy Ie had never seen
any of these animals in their wild state but he did the best he could
for his western customere. Following a few experiences of this kind
he felt that he could go forth into the North end that he did in 1904 »
There were seversl men engaged in taxidermy in CGrand Rapids
26 or more years agoes Williak Vieitzel had a substantial business.
Frank Storey was also a taxidermist and with him was red Travie,
Nels Charnley, who is still in business in Grand Rapids, was also
mounting heads 26 years agos"
G. I. Mause  10/16/40

Pe la Cole 1

Grand Rapids Herald Review

Wods Auge 30, 193 Vole XLIII~0

Theore are many people in this section who remember the days

of the steamboats on the upper Mississippli. It was not so many years

ago, possibly 26 summers past, when an occasional large boat ceme up

from Aitkin and tied below the bridge at Crand Rapidse
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It vas 40 and more years ago whem the steamboat was en
essential part of the transportation system up in this neck of the
woodse Defore the railroad came in the early vineties, all the
supplys for this section, the commmnity at Grend Rgpids and the
great logging industry of this immediate territory came in on the
frosen trails in the winter or by steamboat in summere Then the
coming of the boat was an evente The river bank had several large
warehouses and people traveled on the schedule of the river oraft.

There were several boats which operated between Aitkin
and CGrand Bapidse One of the earlier boats was the '"Fawn.' She
bhrought in many a cargo of goods and many & persons Another note
able boat was the 'Ceorge Loughtof'and the largest of them all,
the pride of tho fleet as it were, was the 'Andy Gibsons'

“he ‘George loughtoh'was named after its owner, Georpe
Houghton, whose home was in Mimneapolis and whp spent much of his
time at Aitkin and in the northe IHo was a most enterprizing citizen.
lihen the new town of CGrand Rapids wae laid out on an ambitious seale,
George Houghton platted an addition which is kmown as Houghton's
addition to Grand Rapidse This man played an important part in
promotional schemes in & new countrye

Two of the femous pllots of the day were Jolm and William

Lyons, brothers of Indien bloods For many years they operated on

the Mississippi, both below and abowe.lokegama dem, In fact these

two men were the only pilots who couldiamdle the YAndy Cibson' with
safotye They knew all of the shoals, rapids, big snags and curves,

£ which there are a great many, between Aitkin and Grand Rapids,




Urand “apids llerald Review
Wode Auge 30, 1933 - continued

Jolm Lyons, whose fame as a pilot extended throughout the whole
section, died just & yesr or so agoe Ilis descendants live &n
and around Ball Club end DBenns

The 'indy Gibson' cperated for many yearse She wes
finally bought by the Potter-Casey Company end later by the Wright
liorcantile Companye CShe went ashore somewhere near the mouth of
the prairie and was damageds One of the Lyons brothers wee calle
to get her off and the povermment dam accommodated the situstion
with extra waters Ohe was used some later but was either burned
or sunk along about the year 1898, No big boats followed her
though river navigation continued as en element of some importe

snce for several years. "

Go He Hause 10/16/40
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Crend Rapids Gaine

e

The State Locates the Sub=Experimental Famm

At This Point,

A Valuable Aid
To the Growing Agriculturael Intercsts of

Hoprthern Einnesota's Exztensive Pomaine

Through the location of the state sub-experimental farm at
Grand Repids, which was deoelded upon by the Doard of Regents last
Thursdey, all of Horthern limnesota will be repidly advemced in' the
lines of agriocultural development, It will benefit our neighbors
eastward more than those who are oqui-distant west of here and, while
some of our Carleton county friemds evidently feel sore becéuse they
failed to seoure this waluable institution, which they would heve priszed
so highly, there is no disposition here to orow onver their defeat ale
though a full appreciation of the great benefits to be derived Ly this
partioular section from a rapid edvancement of its agriocultural ree
sources is felt by every oitizen of this commmity. The seleotion was

not made without the most careful investigation as to what such a
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institution could show econcerning the advantages of Northern Minnesotas

3% 18 in the line of providing, '"The greatest good for the greatest

number! end within five yoars the widdom of the choice will be complete=
ly demonstrated.

The -gentlemen who reported in faver of Itasce county, Minnesota,
are disinterested, thoroughly experienced and able experts who examined
the solls and advantages of fifteen ocounties and viewed the subject from
every standpolnt before rendering their deoisions It is particularly
well Imown thet they took abundant time in the matter for those who know
not the necessities of such an investigetion were disposed to find fault
with the delays

“hose who are familiar with some of the capabilities of these
northorn, Hinnesote lends are satlisfied that the state experiments have
& genuine surprise ewaiting them here in the prodigality with which
nature will reward thelr effortse INumerous efforts heretofore made by
individuals in this county have givem highly satisfactory results in
agriculture, as shown by our county fairs, partiocularly the ome held
last September and by the Itasca county exhibit at the State Fair. These
efforte have been quite valuable in a locel way but their effects have
not been far remching for other commmities or the Northwest mole strong
locel assertion of thelr capabilitiess These results, however, backed
up by the results of official reports that cemnot be gainsaid will give
& prominence to the soil and advantages of northerr Minnesota thet is

impressive on the gemeral public both e¢ast and west. In advertising
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the morits of Itasca county the offical reports of the experimental
station will be of inestimable values

Svery settler that opens a farm adds to the taxable wenlth
of the county end inereases the walue of his neighbor's land as well
as his owns lNew settlers require some, et least, of the producis
reised by older settlers and in all commmities trade naturslly eprings
up botween the residentss Itasea county's agricultural development hasg
the sdded adventages of being near the irom mining region and Duluth,
which should be very faverable markets for any overplus of products
that may be ralseds It behooves the usiness men to bring the ine
torests of the producers and consumers olose together if they want
to orown this agricultural development with the greatest sucoess,
it will grow very rapidly with the eid of these business menm and it is
well lmown thet they have made most stremuous efforts in the initial
work of agrioultural progres. They have done a great deal to aid sete-
tlors in locating upon the govermment lands of tids localitys

in addition to the 1,500,000 scres of government lands that
are open to homesteaders in this county « free of cost after five
years settlement and obtainable at 126 per sere on six months resie
dence « there are over a million aores of deeded lands well located
that can be bought at from $2.00 to $6.00 per acre. The officisls

of the Duluth lend office, on Novs 27, last, gave the following ree-

portt ¥ In Itasca county there are 365,482 sores surveyed and 1,226,000
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aocres unsurveyed, which 1s classed as largely timber land, with good
agricultural lends in the south,with irom belt in the center and some

gold in the north parts' Itasce county contains over 8,700,000 acres,

a8 much as the entire state of lMassachusettss From some of these lands

the pine lhas been cut for years and many openings ecan be secured in the
timber where the work of clearing a farm is comparatively eaay. Fuel
and a orop of timber is at hand to supplement the ordinery creps of the
farme The wild grasses are excellent for the live stook and this is
the greatest reglon of fortile tinber lands, beautiful lakes s pure
wvater and healthful climate in the worlds It should be added that some
of the Itasca county lands can be acquired under the 'stone and timber!
law and others ocan be bought from the government and from the State.

The lumbormen must continue te be large customers of farm
productse They had 6,000 men at work in the woods of the upper Nisse
issippl last winters A large portion of the eatables required in this
industry has heretofore been shipped from the east to Grand Rapidss

The possibilities of the magnificent empire reaching morth
from here to the Canadian boundary are many, end every day makes them
more entlcinge The conditions are favorable to & repid developments
Exvellent results of agriculture have been recorded clear up to the
Rainey River om the northern boundary snd gems and gold go hand in
hand with iron and timber in the discovered resources of the northe

Under these conditions it is apparent thet the Regents have
not orred in locating en experimental farm in Itasea countys A visit

to the farm yesterday showed that the bulldings are commodiocus, well
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|
built and in good co:@mdition for the use of the state officlelas Seventy
acres of gently umiui,lating fronting on e broad higlwey near the Prairie
river, are subdued and ready for crops while the rest of the 466 acres
consists of small me%pxdawa surrounding handsome little lakes with a
baockground of timboz{. mostly birch, poplar and small pines, reaching:
up the Prairie rivei:, the wvalley of which is the finest in the State
for the live stock .fi.lndustry. The property being ready for active use
meets the desires of the officers who want to go right ahead this
season with their fexperhnontal worke The bulldings are lccatéd only
f
a mile and half £"':~om the Itasea county court house and less than a mile
from the Duluth £ Winnepeg rellway,
Ex -Goﬁ. W#illiem R. lMerriam signed the act organising Itasen

on March 7, 1801, temporarily locating the county seat st Grand Rapids
which was thelx; 8 ¥ope hamlet consisting mostly of lumbermen's log
buildinge on the Mississippi, just Lelow the pioturesque Pokegema
Falls, Thﬂfl': temporery location was made permanemt at the succeeding
fall eloction after a hard fight with la<Prairie which was quite a
town two Ii;dlcs down the river. GSimoe then Grand Rapids has swiftly
forged nhesd as & oentoriof business, hotels and homes, all possessing
all the edvantages of motropolitan lifes The translation of the surrounde
ing timber lands into farms began only three years 8g0s Defore that time
farmming was beneath the dignity of the sturdy sons of Itasea.

| Grand Raplds 1s situated upon en attractive bend in the Miss-
ie,{é'lp-;ai end is this upper valley what St i"'aul‘vms to the lower walley

i’? the early fiftiess The hunting snd fishing in this region is famous

fnd attracts many well to do pleasure seelkers who find an agreeable and
wo

11’ equipped headquarters at the capital of Itasoa countys" Je H. Hause 1/6/41.
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"Retrospective
-g=
A Very Satisfactory Showing of Crand Repids!'
Growth During the Year 1804,

It is & proper thing, at the clogse of a year to take a
retrospective view of it, snd see if it has been a satisfactory ones
Business men closely scan their books, as they make up their balances
for the ending years All bronches of business do the same thing.
And 1t is right and proper for communities to follow the same plan by
teking a retrospective glance at the history of its towm, and the pro=-
gress made by it during the years

his, then being truey it will be in order for Crend Rapids
to view what development it has made during the year 1884,

There is no necessity for any explanations or apologies, for
what it hae not domes OUn the contrary, there are good grounds for
hearty congratulations for what it has accomplisheds It is an ine
controvertible fact, that the year jJust closed, has been one of the
hardest finanelally, in the history of the countrys Under such cire

cumstances it was though that very little would be d one in CGrand Rapids

toward the development or upbuildinge Nearly every other town wes happy

if 1t ocould hold its owm and not retrograde, but Grand Rapids could not
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stand still, Ite citisers are not of a disposition that ellow hard times
or closeness of money to stop the growth of the towme Whenever a proe
Ject was disocussed for further upbullding or advancement of the village,
the necessary means were fortheoming to mcoomplish it. As a result of
this enterprize, Crand Rapids stands proudly at the head of towms in
the state for money extended in bulldings and improvements, in pro-
portion to its population and fp0e

The question, then naturally ardses if such sums are expended
during a season of greatest financial depression, what will it do when
money is abundent? Let the answer be, our magnificent growth end devele

opement during the year 1694,

“he remarkable growth of CGrand Repida during the year just

closed 1s a source of swrprise to every strangers The reputation of the
town for enterprise and business energy has become more than locel,

It 1s extremely gratifying to go eway from home and hear the
words of praise sung I‘o‘r Crand Rapidss Prom evoryone ocomes the cheere
ing remark: "You have got a bright town up there which is destined to bee
come a thriving oity,' end the facts of our growth warrants the pre=
dioctions Without a desire to exaggorate or boom, the Magnet what town
in Minnesota ean point to more substantial improvements made during
the year 1894, in snite of the extreme depression of the money market?

The money furnished for these improvements hes come frem
residents of Grand Rapids, who show their faith and confidence in the

future of the village by putting thelr means into ite If its future
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was not all problematical there would not be toat willingness to back
any legitimate with abundance of capitale

Notably smong the improvements during the past year, comes
first, the rebuilding of the Hotel Pokegema, at & cost of §15,000,
It is conceded that the hotel is & model of rrohitecture snd conw
veniences Steam-heated, eloctric lights end water through the entire
building, makes it a model hostelries Then follows the new village
hall, the county Jjail end other public buildingse

To demonstrate the permenency of the town, the erection of
numerous handsome private residence 1s a most plewsing feature. For
examples, there are tle Inow, L. A, EKremer, T. I, Hommessy and Gamache
housess All fine structures, of the latest style of architecture and
in every way orediteble te cities the sige of Duluth, If Grand Rapids
was not a permanent end substential towm, people would not put large
sums of money into new homes when they could get along with cheap oness

The completion of ome of the best systems of Water-works in the
state is an essurance of the future safety of the village egainst any
attacks of from serious conflagrationss

Then comes the electrie light system just finished by Dfe lowess

Like the water-works it is complete and satisfactory and beyond the

expectation of a village the age of Grand Repidss And to erown the public
conveniences there is a telephone system all over town,
Strangers may, perhaps think that the pace of development and

upbuilding is a little toc repid and a halt will have to be celleds
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Should anyone labor under the misapprehension it would be as well for
thom to dismiss it from their minds et omses Crand Rapids has not

gone ahead of its resources, which has not yet commenced to be de=-
velopeds As stated in the Megnet on previous occasions, very few towns
have such marvelous resources to rely upon for future prosperity,
lumbering, mining, agricultural and & magnificent water power. These
certainly are enough to cause the utmest faith in the future of the
towne It will mot be long before capitalists and fammers will awail
themselves of the magnificent opportunities.lor money meking that lies
dormant here,

Viewing the growth of Grand Kepids during the year 1894 every
citizen has cause to feel proud of it, more especially as it was ace
complished when other places were satisfied in holding their owns
Thore is overy reason 0 belleve that the present year will witness
the greatest growth that Crend Repids has had in its historys Every
indieation poilnts to 1ts IHad it not been for the stringency in the
money market last year, many improvements would have been made. With
the money marlket easier and restoration of publie confidence, improve=

ments thet were contemplated in 189¢ will be carried out in 1896."

G, H. Hause 1/2/21,
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The Coming Town

Grand Rapids, Minns, is a busy little logging and lumbering
tomm on the upper Mississippis, 1Its principal industries are logging
and mining, and suppllies for some 5,000 loggers being purchased at

Grand Repidse It hes two locel saw mills and snother mill has chosen

& site and will be erected in the springs 4An excelsior factory will

also be started in the spring, which will meke a ready merket for a

large quantity of woods On account of the quantity of hardwood in the
vieinity of Grand Rapids, several manufacturers of fruniture have re=
contly looked over the water privileges and it is expeoted that some
of them will locate there in the near futures The water-power of Grand
Rapids 1s one of the finest in the states Three miles above the towm
on the Miselssippl river is the Pokegama dam, where the largest and most
extensive dam of the government system of the Mississippi reservoirs is
locateds The work, while designated to utiligze the flow of the river
to hold the surplus water provides a large and safe natural reservoir
holding logs, which can supply any number of mills located between

dem and Grand Rapids to be sluiced at th"pleo;sure of e cwner. =

Mississippi Valley Lumberman,"
Go H, Hause 1/2/41.
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1=5=04 An Exhaustive Resume of the Unparalleled

Growth of Grand Rapide eand Her

Br: ght Prospects For the Future

Itasca County's Present Prosperity and Some

Statements Regarding the Wonderful

"

Resources of a Wonderful Regicn.

There is a vest emount of logic in the oft quoted phrase "God made the
country, man made the town," but it 1s also true that the extent and impor-
tance of towns and cities evolved by the hand of men is dependent upon the
charecter of the country of which they are the natural centers. It would be
impossible to build up & New York upon the desert of Sahara, or a Minneapolis
in the heart of the prairies of theDakotas to meke it possivle for a city to
become greet in weelth or population, she must be the natural center for e
rioh and diversified scope of country. There must be a union of favorable
conditions which demand a center for the gathering of mommerce end its dis-
tribution, for the vroduction of those necessary of trade and use, which the
cunning hand of the mechanic and manufacturer produces f{rom the raw material.
Ihere must be & natural coverging of the lines of trade and travel to a
fixed point, end there must also be & contingent and mvailable supply of rew
material for the factories and shops in order for e oity to sssume those proe-
portions whieh wake it ae one whose destiny is to become great,

That Grand Repids ococupies this naturel position and possesses these
necessary netural conditions none cem doubt, located es ehe is, far emough
from Duluth, 8t. Paul end Minneapolis, so es not to interfere with theis
business or interests, the locetion is a natural one, end was marked out
long before the hand of man began to prepeare her to receive it,

It is true thet man sometimes attempts to build cities and towns where
nature never intended they should be placed, Such we have had, but they have
waned until there is nothing left of them but a memory.

In looking at Grend Rapids, the future distributing point for the northe
west, one can see at & glance that its excellent geogrephical location is &ll
that is claimed for it, In what has been wont to be regarded as a worthless
barren wilderness whose only velue was its pine « the worth of which depended
upon & demend elsewhere = Time, reilroads and the industry of the explorer is
fast working & changes The egricultural lends, the iron and other minerals
are faotors that are to make Grand Raplds a future metropolis.

It hes alsoc begun to beocome apparent that the great naturel lines of
travel and freight transportetion between Duluth and Winnipeg must paass
through Grand Repids, So well known is this fact that several new railroads
will be seeking an entrance into Grand Hepids during the year of 1894,
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BEvery stranger who visits Grend Repids for the first time is &t once
impressed with the beauty of the townsite snd its neturel location, When
they learnthat it is but three years old, they ere delighted with the
enterprize of its ocltizenss Vhen they view its memmouth mercantile houses,
its three solid banking institutions, its numerous retail stores, its hand=-
some privete residences, its miles of broad streets and avenues; with their
wide sidewalks, illuminated at night with lemps, its thrce places of warship
its handsome temple of leerning, and its well-kept and commodious hotels,
they edmit that "Man made the town."

But &s yet #1]1 this is but preliminary work, The eitizens have always
been averse to 'bosming. They preferred thet the natural resources of Grand
Repids should become known to the outside world by its own merits rether than
by loud acelemations of a great future. Now that its nucleus has been prepared
and its infancy days passed, its foundeticn laid upon & solid besis, it is
.roposed to meke its numerous sdvanteges known to the outside world in &
modest and bescoming manner,

Ag before steted in this artiele, rellroads ere already recognizing the
importance of Grand Repi’s as & coming commercial cenmter. In the spring the
Duluth and Winnepeg divisian of the Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic ‘ystem will
extend its road west and northwest to Crookston and Winnipeg, ‘The Duluth,
Miseba & Northern railroed must build its present terminus westward along the
range, which will bring it to Graend Repids. The Great Northern hes already
had its surveyors through CUrand Repids end located its line. There will be
& continuation of the Fosston brench on its way to Duluth, 4n indepeadent
company, hes just been orgenized to build e roed directly north from Minn-
eapslis to Grand Rapids, on its way to the Rainey river. Besides the railroed
there is the river transportetion to Aitkin, connecting them with the Forthern
Pagcific system,

It will thus be seen that Grand Repids will have as fine & system of
reilroeds es eny oity in the west. It will have the finest transportetion
facilities for the repid transportation of its menufactored goods,

Up to the present time the prineipel industries have been its logging
en mining. In the former, sbout §,000 men are engaed, All supplies for
them ere purchased at Grand Repids and distributed {pom here. The mining
operations on the wegtern end of the lMesabe renge have drawn large stocks
of merchandise and supplies from here. Two sewmills have done a good local
bugsiness. In the early spring an excelsior factory is to be started. This
will meke & ready merket for s large gquantity of wood, which must be hauled
to town, thereby giving employment to & number of men,

Another mill of large capacity lLes chosen its site and will be erected
in the spring. On account of the quantity of hardwood 4n the vicinity of
Grend Rapids, several menufacturers of furniture have recently looked over the
water power privileges, end it is confidently expected that several will
locate here in the near future,

Its water power is of the finest in the stete, Three miles above Urand
Rapids upon the Misgissippl river, is the Pokegama dam, where the largest
and most extensive dam of the great govermmental system of the Mississippi
reservoirs 1s located, ' This great work, while designed to equalize the flow
of the river and to enable the holding of the surplus weter, provides at
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once the largest and ~afest natural reservoir for holding logs to be found
enywhere on the cortinents From this sefe and commodious storage = capeble
of continuing thousends of millions -f feet of logs = can the regular supply
for any number of mills located between the dem end Grand Repide be sluiced
at the plessure of the owner.

On agcount of the exhaustless quantities of the finest bilok yard wag
eateblished here two years ago, The proprietor met with such success in the
sale of his products that he was forced to emlarge his famoilities last spring.

Upon the orgeniszation of Itesea county, Grand Repids was nemed for the
capital town, This ection was approved by the voters at the last generel
election, which permanently loceted the county seat for all time,

It has an excellent system of munieipal govermment end its local affeirs
are well conducted, At a recent election $15,000 worth of bonds were voted
for water works, which will be erected in the course of a few months,

Grend Rapids has been termed the "new Northern wonder" on sccount of its
growth and development. Such en application is a proper one, Its course
has ever been onward and upward, Its bright ster of destiny ie in the
agscendency, It has the resources, the people and the means to take its place,
within & few brief years, smong the brillisnt gems of Minnesote's coronet of
thriving prosperous cities,
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Po8,C.1-3 GRAND RAPIDS AS A BUMMER EESORT

Jd« Adambeds

Situated as it is, high and dry on the headwaters of the Mississippi and
olosely surrounded by a soore of besutiful lakes in which fish plentifully
abound, with pleasant summer day and cool nights, Grend Fapids is destined to
become the most attractive and populer resort in Northern Minnesota, Steamers
ply to and fro from the upper Mississippi to the lekes through channels deep
enough to admit of navigetion, and thus cen be had the most delightful execur-
sions in a real feiry land, Lots ere so cheap that they cen be secured amd
summer ocotteges maintained et a nominel expense on the bank of the river or
lekes, where fishing, bosting and other pleasures may be indulged to the full-
ness of desire, As yet no united effort has been made to attreect summer
visitors, though a considerable number have found there way inte this delighte
some lend during the heated season, and the reports thus sent abroad have
attracted much attention to Grand Repids at the Queen City of the summer realm,
June, July and August ere the most charming trio of the year, and during these
months there will be many visitors along the lekes and rivers. Grand Repids
is well provided with hotel facilities, It is only a ten minute's walk from
the hotels to several lakes, while the Duluth, South Shore & Atlantioc rail-
road runs into the entire lake region to the north and west, The country roads
are in good o ndition and afford csharming drives amid innumereble sparkling
minature lakes and along the nenks of the Father of Waterss In such an Eden
s this the weary business men from the city may seclude himself for & season
and add years to his life by physicel enjoyment end ocomplete mental relaxation.
In vain may he look elsewhere for the quiet and the cool refreshing fountains
of nature which he finds here, all of which can be enjoyed for & mere pittence
composed with the expense at places of lesa enjoyment but more note, Yere the
real advantages of this region known to the sweltering millions in owr great
cities, Orand Kapids would immedistely become the lecca for the summer pilgrin,
Bathing in the salt water at ocean resorts mekes the ladies beautiful locks
(unless they can be taken off) coarse and hersh enough to be woven into gunny
sacks, but to bathe in the Minnesota lakelets is & delight untold,

The new northern wonder of growth end development, Grend Kepids, Minnesote,
is located on the great western sweep of the Misgissippi, on the plateau, 3,000
miles from the gulf, where in matchless lakes and streems ere gethered the
Mississippi headwaters. The platesu is over 1,200 feet above the sea, and in
extent more than 5,000 square miles, affording, by all the modifying influence
of & wonderous neture, the most inviting olimete on earth. The slopea from
this plateau, east to Lake Superior, s uth elong the Mississippi wvalley itself,
westward to the wvaat treeless prairies, and north to the great water system
of Rainey River and lake, our northern boundry, comprise the newly opening
region, which, as fast as investigated, becomes thewonder of the eontinent.
Its wealth in pine and other timber, egricultural lends end water powers are
untold,
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Central to the whole, Grand Rapids is set like the chief pgem of the
eoronets lLocated on the magnificent water power for which the place is
nemed, it hes below it, as to its water system, the whole of HMississippi
navigation, and sbove it the reaches of the river and its connected lakes,
that ere nevigeble by steumers hundreds of miles, ending with the great
State Park, whieh has, by the munificence of Minnesota, been constructed,
surrounding Itasce, the vertible head of the Father of Vaters. 4s to
timber, it is in the very heart of the stending pine of the state, shown
by the census of 1881 to be upwards of 50,000,000,000 feet, representing
$100,000,000 of absolute wealth, with inexhaustible stores of all kinds
of herd and soft wood suiteble for all kinds of manufectures, while a market
eraving all thet could be produced is offered northward to Censda, emstward
down the lakes from Duluth southward down the Miasissippi, but more than
all, to the westward by the treecless prairies which, now developed into rich
and populous states, stretch from the very boarder of Itasce end Beltrami
counties to the Roecky moumiains, offering to take all at our own price. As
to iron, higher grades of ore are being found than yet discovered elsewhere,
and with so much cheeper production, and lighter grades by reilroad dowm
the easy slope of the St. Louis - thet both ranges are, as it were, with
their immense stores, pleced in the very lep of Duluth for reduction and
manufacture or water shipment,

The area of these treasures, of which Grand Fapids is the commercial,
a8 it is the political capitsl, exceeds 20,000 squere miles. Central in
it is Itasca county, of which Grand Rapids is the county seat, <t has an
area of 65,662 square miles of lend and 117 square miles of water in its
wonderful lakes = a total erea of about 4,000,000 seres. Thus Itasce

county ie the largest county in this state of large counties. It 1s elso
as may be supposed to be, the chief lumbering county In the state, es
Grand Repids is;, and of sourse, will continue to be; the bese of supplies
for all that immense business,

The county has & maznificent water system, comprised by the Mlssissippi
erossing east and west at its southerly end, and the Big end Little Forks
of Ralney River, meking two fertile valleys their entire length North end
South, frem their head near Grand Fapids to thelr junction with the Doundry
river, Also, of minor streams, 'hose on the east side make into the 5¢,
Louis, and on the west into water flowing into the Red River valley,
Myvrieds of beautiful lakes abound between all the stresms, Rich ferming
lands abound in the most beautiful natural locations for homes for the
people, The region immediately around Grend Repids is composed very
largely fo as fine agricultural Jand ss can be found in the state, It is
true that these lands in the main are heavily timbered with meple, birech,
ash and the oaks, but these verieties of wood are n'w in great demand
among builders and manufacturers, and are of more value really than pine,
end hence ihese lands will be cleared up very rapidly, end when clesred up
they will be found as productive as any in the northwest; and then, the
whole region lies sc neer Duluth that ocur farmers will always be able to
seoure the very highest prices for ell their surplus produces. *“ut, rich
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end productive as this region is, yet, owing to the repidity with which Grand
Rapids is destined to be built up, it is very certain that owr farmers, though
they should be numbered by the thousend, will, for many years, find a home
market - the best of all markets - for all ®the products of their farms that
they will have for sale. In this connection; we would like to say that, while

‘this region has, until recently, been almost a terres incognits even to the

masses of the people of our own state, yet there are thousands and tens of
thousands of acres of choice government lands in this ecunty subject to home-
stead entry; and from the repidity with which the h mesteaders and ferm<hunters
hre already coming in = slthough there hes been no effort mede to advertise the
county « we feel warrented in predicting that there will be the greatest rush
here of lend hunters during the coming season that has been seen in eny section
of the country, '

The railroad system has been planned in the very fullness of the chief
objects sought. The Duluth, South Shore & Atlantic road wes wisely loceted so
as to traverse from DPuluth to Winnipeg the very center of this immense wealth.
Connecting the two extreme points, Lake Superior and Manitoba, it is alse the
means of building Grend Repids up, as the grest inlend peint between the two
extremes. But equally important to us, this roed also embraces the prairie
region, end by its line westward to the Red River from Grend Rapids, assures
us that greet traffie, taking our lumber to the Dakotas and bringing bagk their
grain, Duluth is $7 miles distant, end no other large towns near enough Grand
Rapids to comeé in for the least division of this business, Grand Fapids, being
central in this Duluth, ‘South Shore & A lentle system, is the future and per-
manent headquerters for the railroed business; division terminels end shops.
Gther roads, ineluding the Grest Nerthern and the Northern Peaciliec, are already
looking in this direction, end & great railroad cent-r is emong the probabile
ities of the future,

The country round sabout in every direction from Grend Rapids i3 a veritable
sportsmen’s paredise., It abounds with numerous clear and beautiful lakes, and
in all of them can be found the choiecest of fish in great ebundance, while
everywhere deer; elk, ceribou, bear and water fowl are found in great numbers.,
Three veautiful 1ittle lakes lie within one and one half miles of Urend Rapids,
while g drive of less than three miles will convey pleesure seekers to Pokegame
leke, which is ebout as large a body of water as the far-famed Minnetonks, and
which is the more beautiful lake of the two., Small steamboats and club floats
convey sportsmen from Jlake to lake, along the rivers into the forest fastnesses
for & hundred miles, end bevond these, in smaller streams, delightful canoce
journeys can be taken, limited cnly by the hardihcod of the tourist and his
skill as a woodsmen and hunter, A continuetion of the seme water-way will take
the adventurer for the entire distance by boat, 150 miles, to Itasea Park,
surrounding the Mississippi's actual sources. As to water-fowl, this region is
the northern hetchery for ducks, the vest rice flelds offering probably the
finest duclk shooting in the coumtry,"”
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Uncle S am's Hail Distribution Depot and Stamp

Store To Uccupy New Quarters.

Brief History of Grand Rapids
Post Offices.

Cutline of Postmasters eand Locationsj Postoffice
Established First 48 years ago.

Tonite and tomorrow the Grand Rapide postoffice will be moved from
the location which it had occupied in the Merritt building, probably better
Inown as the Itasca building, since 1904, almost & quarter of a century, to
the fine new room just completed to house the postoffice by George F. Kremer
on Fourth street, a block and a helf west of the old location of the office.

Vs W. W, Lyndall, postmistress, has asked this paper to request
that all patrons of the office call and get their mail before the move is
made to save any handling of the mail which can be avoided, as the task a«=
lone of moving the mail left in the office Saturday will be a big one in
itself.

The Independent is indebted to John Beckfelt, the third postmaster

of Grand Rapids, for the motes on a brief outline of the early history of

the Grand Rapids postoffice, and to F. A, MeViear postmaster et a later date
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The first postmester was Jos. Wakefield who died only three yesrs ago at
Rabey where he had made his home for many yearss Ir. Wakefield became
postmaster in 1879, and he would bring the mail up from Aitkin at irrege-
ular peroids and would distribute it to lumber cemp in this vieinity, there
being then no regular postoffice.

In 1880 L. F. Knox beceme the postmaster and kept this office in
a store located at the present site of the temnis court near the Leland
avenue bridges HHe served three years as postmaster and then sold the
store to John Beckfelt who also inherited the postoffice in 1883, In 1890
Mr. Beekfelt bullt at the corner now occupied by the Johnson grocery and
moved the postoffice there+ lMr. Knox had returmed to Wiseconsin from where
he hed formerly cemes DMr. Pegckfédt held the office for seven years, Mr,
Enox then returned from Wisconsin, and he intimated to Mr. Beckfelt that

he would like to have the postoffice backs "1 was plen busy and doing
4

enough business to keep me busy,” said Mr, Beckfelt, "So I resigned in

his faver." MNre Knox was postmaster for four years, moving the postoffice
in the meantime to a bullding at the cormer of the present First street and
lLeland avenue which he erected for that purposes

In 1884 Crover Cleveland, demoerat, became president, end Philip
Casselberg moved the postoffice which was then only a fomrth class office,
to a bullding on the site of the presemt Bather Jewelry store, but not in
the present btuilding which was erected later,

With the change of administration O, H. Stilson became post~
master in 1888, Mre. Stilson moved the office to a building owmed by Will
Nisbett and therefore occupied by him as a jewelry store, Mr, Nisbett

moving his place of business across the street in a small building owned
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by John Beokfelt next door to the present Emil Litchkie building, Nr
Stilson held the offica four years, being redppointed, but after a few
months of his sesond term, he resigned and F, A, McVicar was appointed
postmaster in 1902+ In 19504 the postoffice was moved to the Merritt
building. My, MeVicar served 12 years until 1914, When Mr, MoViocar took
over the office it was a third class office, having been made sush dure
ing the term of Mre Stilson, and in 1908 it became a seocond class office.
In 1914, with esnother change from republican to democoratic
edministration with the election of Woodrow Wilson to the presidency,
e . Elley became postmasters Mrs Kiley served something over eipght
yoars and in 1922 W, W, Lyndall was appointed, serving more than three
years, then leaving the office betause of ill health, end Myrs, Lyndall
was appointed acting postmistress, end is holding that eppointment todayse
liry Beckfelt, in recounting the early days of the postoffice
here, dug wp the first cencelling stamp ever used in the local postoffice,
which he hed among a lot of relics of early dayss The year is not on the
stemp, bubt it shows its entiquity in the lettering, end is dated "June 30."
lres Beckfelt states that at the time of the establishment of the
postoffice here, and for meny years afterward, Grand Fapids was the only
postoffice in a territory from Posston to the west, Aitkin to the south,
fower to the north and Cloquet to the easts The mail ceme to this point
once a week by steamboat on the Mississippi river from Aitkin until 1890
when the railroad was built to La Prairie when e daily mail service was
inaugurateds Frior to this, carriers oarried the mail from here to Tower

and mail to Cloguet and Fosston went by other routes after having been

taken to Aitkin from here,

12/19/40 - Hause,
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DAY S,

A (1) Courtemanche dug up a copy of the old Grand Rapids Magnet
which he brought to the Independent office which might be of interest to
the reader of this paper todays There are many Grand Rapids people who
will be interested im the contents of the old Magnet, a review of whieh is
given herewiths The peper was duted Jan, 7, 1892, more than 36 years ago.
A+ G¢ Bernard was the editor and publisher,

Among the advertisers were Tuller Brothers, groceries and general

morchandise; C. H. Marr, c¢lothing and dry goodsy Lumbermen's bank with

Ce W Hastings, president, P, J. Sheldon, vice president, and F. P, Sheldon,
cashier; Kremer & King, proprietors of Itasca County Abstract and Reasl
Estate office; the Grend Rapids hotel, Kindred avenmue and first street
north, Jemes Sherry, proprietor; L. F. Knox, merchendise and lumber sup=
plies, C. L. Pratt, attorney; C. Kearney, justice of the peece; Frank E,
liercer, building contracter; ¥, B, Thayer, lend sttorneyj C. W. Terry,
painter; W, C, Lyndall, wholesale and reteil agent for Eilweukee beer;
He Re King, lumber end landj H, W, Canfield, attorneyy J. W. Eurteman,
shoemaker and harness harness maker; Hotel Pokegama, Demiel ¥, Doran,
proprietor, P. H, MeGarry, managery The Bodega, J. MeDonald, preprietor,
best liquors and cigars; Will Nisbett, jewelers Deckfelt & Mather, General
merchandisey Frank Peopke, tailorjy W. J., end H, D. Yowers, hardwarej
Stevens Hotel and restaurant,

One of the items in the paper stated thet "ore lands have been

in great demand during the past few weeks, Some development will take
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at this end of the range where it is believed the best ore will be found."

Another item stated that at the meeting of the board of county
commissioners on Jan. 26, L. F. Knox, on behalf of himself, G. G. Hartley
of Duluth, and N, McFaddem of Brainerd, presented to the county a warranty
deed to block 20, the same to be used for county purposess

“The latest hit" in the shape of u cesh register had just been
installed in Tuller Brothers and Ellis end Company storess The descripe
tien of the registers stated like one of the crudest of the original cash
regleters formerly in uses

Will Nisbett was reported as the first depositor of the Lumbere

man's bank. Quite a large number of legal notices were published, a

large part of them being homestead final proof notices.

The official proceedings of the board of county commissioners was
published, Commissioner L. F. Knox and J, P, Simms were present. I. R.
King was the county auditor.

Ls P, EKnox was also postmasters 4 feature of the postoffice
news for that date was the advertising of letters uncalled for at the
postoffice on January 1, 1892, 4 list of some 54 letters was publisheds

In the edvertisement of Tuller Brothers the best flour was $1.60
for a 50 pound sacks Evaporated apples solda t 10 pounds for $1.00,
apricots, eight pounds for $1.00, and evaporated peaches, 8 pounds for
¢1le00s A long 1ist of tobacco was advertised with Climax at 45¢ per
pounds Pork sold for 8e¢, ham 12§¢, byoon 12jc, and salt $1,50 per barrels"

12/20/40 = Hause.
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W IS HEOOKE HARDE WITH THAT
MNAN ONCE!

L. Dy Anthony, well known resident of Orand Rapids, glanced

at a three cent stamp which was on & circular he had one day this week,

noting the picture of Abraham Lincolm thereoms *I shook hands with that
man one time," said Ny, Anthony. It was while Lincoln wes campaigning
and was in my old home town in New York state, speaking to a orowmd of
3,000 or 4,000, in 1869, from the badk platform of & trains I waes a
little kid and, kidlike, I was as close up the fromt as I could get =
close enough in fact, to ¢limb on the platform after a littles By
accident 1 stepped on Lineoln's foot, and just as the honored president
locked down, en officer close by noticed what I had donme snd ecalled
gruffy, "What are you doing up there?” Defore I could enswer thet I
wented to see Mrs Lincoln, the great man had turned, stopped his talk
and said, "Never mind, son." Then he took my hand, shook it and said,
“Now you'd better climd down before you get hurt." Sure you gussed it.
¥re. Anthony priszes the memory of the incident and of his persomal touch

with lionest Abe's characteristioc kindnesse.
12/23/40 = Hauses

Itasca County Independent
Fride Decs 23, 1032
Vols XXXI <13, Ps 8, Cols ¢ & 5,

o ¥ \ D oo "o wWom o8 owoeT N Dom
LD “RESIDENT -8END'GREE
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U HBNE P RESND XV NTEREST ING

Mrse James Skelly, one of the first white women in this county,
takes the opportunity at this time of the year to wish all her friends the

gseason's greetings snd includes the following interesting account of pioneer
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days in Grend Repids.

'As some people think they are old settlers and piomeers of
Grand Rapids, I take the opportunity to say that I am among the earliest,

I, as a girl of ten, came from Aitkin to Grand Repids on a tote
toam on New Year's day in 1884, to live with my sister Mrs. James L.
Sherrye Travel was not as it is todey, railways and comerete highways
were out of the question in Crend Repids. The travel in summer was by
steam boet and by stage in winter,

The steamboat trip in the fall was rather exciting and sometimes
nerve-rackings One would never know when the frail boat "The Little Fawn"
would be dashed against a rock or the churn=wheel would be so loaded with
ice that navigdtion would be almost impossibles This boat was piloted by
Ceptain Sutton and Johnm Whipples The trip from Grand Rapids to Aitkin took
about one day end a night,

The mail and all communication was carried on by the stage coachs

The headquarters for the coach was in the old John Beckfelt store. This

building was very crudely made of logs and it was situated about where the
new addition of the peper mill stands,

The place which is of much interest to me was the hotel that wms
owned end operated by my brother-inelaw and sister, lre ond Nrs. Jemes E,

\

Sherrys This bullding was purchased from Joe Sheavey and was also made of
logss Its name was "The Pioneor Hotel."
There were many thrills connected with this rustie old building,

Indiens were plentiful by night and by day and many times we were compelled

to feed twenty~-five or thirty at one times.
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One night a large party of them ceme domn from "Drum Beater,"
with meny wild intentionse Evidently they got some whiskey end were
celebrating in Indien style with whoops end yellss About two hours
after their arrival they rushed into the dining room and demanded some~
thing to eat, and to keep peace we fed them all we had cooked,

One quiet afterncon while my sister and a maid and myself were
all alone at the hotel an enraged Indian rushed in uponm us. I can hardly
remember what kind of a weapon he had but as I can remember it wes a
revolvers IHe chased us from the dining room inte the parlor end frem
there we ran down to Beckfelt's.store where the men were after the mail,
It might have been very trazic if we hadn't had ty g0 close at hand,

v .
-

chooling was out of the questions I lived there two years bee
fore there was any schools It sas necessary to _have six or eight children
to have a school, and with the help of George Galbreath we menaged to get

together enough children to have a sehools The children oomsisted of

two while children, Sva Garderner (& niece of lrs, John Beckfelt)
Z

myself end the rest were breed Indisns, The first teacher was Mrs. Marthe
Potter nee Marths Maddy. The next teacher was lMrs, B, C. Fimnegan, who
resides at present in Grand Rapids,

The school house was one room made of logs. It stood almost
where the Itaseca dry goods store is now. It was far from having the
modern accessories of ouwr modern ome room school houses, We used home=
made seats end desks.

Grand Repids was sparsely populateds The south side consisted of
Nrse Kate Vent (17), Mrs & Mrs, Mike 0'Tools The north side was composed
of Mre & Mrse MeDurmitt, Mre & Mrs, John Beckfelt, Mr, & Mrs. Hotter, lr,

and Mrse James E. Sherry, Mr, & Mrs, Aqye Hason, Mre & Mrse Chris Burns,




ne
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Mrs & Mrse Bob licCabe, Miss Josephine Dorsey, who is now lirss Bergh of

Grand Repids, and Emma Cloughs
The great longed for railroad came to the little town in about

1890, It was the Duluth and Wimmipeg railroad, Orand Repids was at the
end of the line for a few years:s The depot was situated ebout where the
Standard 0il tanks are nows The underbrush wes 8o thick one ecouldn't see
pot until you were almost to it.
I was married to Jemes Skelly in 1894 in Grand Rapids. From
there we moved to Aitkin where we lived for seventeen years and from
there we moved to a back woods farm ten miles west of Cohasset in 1911

and where we have lived eve:

very merry Christmas and & prosperous

W

New Yenr
Y an S4 T+
iours Sincerely,
Mrse Bama Skelly.”

12/23/4¢ ~ Haises
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"PIONEER VOMAN DIES
Mree Duncen MoKinnon, Old Resident of Grand Rapids,
Answors Last Summonse

lirss Dunean MeKinnon died Sunday, November 30, at the howe of her son

James, at Taconitee lre. hekinnen had been in failing health for seven days
prior to her death suffering from an atisck of bronchial pneumonias This
well known and kind hearted old lady hed lived to the ripe old age of 78.
She was born at Ste John's, Nove Scotia, but as a young girl went with her
parents to Lochiel, Onte, to resides In 1687 she wus married to luncan
ckinnon and moved to the state of lichi an forty yeers agos lirse Nekinnon
ceme to Urand Repids in 1896 end resided here until 1607, when she went to
reconite and mede her home with her son, Jares, until the time of her death.
Seven children survice the deceased, three deughters and four sonse. 7The
daughters are lrse John Sheehy, Cass Lakej lirss John Calnanie, Willyard,
Washe, and lrse Hugh Kellulty, Teconite. The songs are Joseph of Grand Hae
pids, Jemes and Den of Taconite and John of Winnipeg, lgne

Funersl services were conducted yesterday morning from 8t. Joseph's

Catholic ohurch here and buriel was made in Itasce cemoterys"
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"PIONEER PASSES AWAY
Je P, O'Donnell, For lany Years A
Resident liere, Goes To Great Beyond.

Js Pe 0'Donnell died at the home of his deughter, lirse T« R. Pravitsz,
at 1130 P.l. last Saturday. Lre O'Donnell had been ill ebout four weeks,
his death being the natural result of old ege, as he had lived to the ripe
old ege of 88 years and 7 months.

kre O'Donnell had been & resident of Grand Repids since 18S2, coming
to this point from his former hone, Hammond, Wis., and beinpg at the time of
death the oldest member of the Linnesota Territorial Pioneer association.
kr. O'Donnell saw Grand Rapids grow from a little hamlet to the pretty vill=-
age that it now is and took an active interest in all things pertaining to
the advancement of the welfare of the community as long as he was eble to be
up and around. For the past several years he has been kept at home most of
the time because of his advancing yearss

lBr. O'Donnell is survived by three sons and one daughter, his wife'
having preceeded him to the grave twenty-three years asgo. The boys are C.
Je O'Donnell, who is living in New “exico; Charles P. 0'Donnell, of Duluth
and We Bs O'Connell of St. Faul; the one daughter, lirs. T. R. Pravit,, of
Grand Rapidse.

The remains were sent on londa to Lamnond, Wis., where lirs. O'Donnell

is buried, and where accompanied from this point by Mr. and Mrs. Charles P.

O'Lonnell of Duluth ahd krs. Pravitz. W. B. O'Donnell had gone previously

to Hammond to meke the fune:al and burial arrangements.
The condolence of the community, as well as this publication, is ex~

tended to those bereaved by lr. 0'Donnell's death."
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"ON SAME JOB 20 YEARS
Theodore Heckel Has Seen Every Step Of The
¥ill Of Itasca Paper Coe.

Theodore Hegkel, teamster for the Itasca Paper Company, has been on

the job twenty years, last week seeing the end of the twentieth year of his
service with the same concern which he has served faithfully during all this
time.

lr. Heckel ceme to Grend Repids from Wisconsin, and he drove the team
that broke the first ground for the construction of the paper mill. He saw
the plant grow from nothing into the fine institution it is today, and next
to the one ambition, his best efforts were directed to serving the company
that employed hime His first concern, however, was always to have the finest
and best képt team in this vieinity, and in this he always succeeded admirably,
his team being always much the handsomest in Grand Rapids. He has in his 20
years had but four teams. One was sold after doing long service, one was
drowned & few years ago while driving piling on the river sbove the mill,
two horses died from natural cause, and the last team is the pretty blacks

which he is now driving."
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Itasca State Park
Jacob Vradenverg Brower
Ve 11. Pe 73’74

"In 1883 a little band of land seekers under the leadership of Peter
Turnbull joined together at Park Rapids, Minn., then a frontier town, for
the purpose of opening a wagon road to Itasca Lakes They followed the old
Hall road of 1875 to Stony Ridge, where the new road wes opened in gigsag
form to the Iron Corner and Deming, lary, and Itasca lakes. The early tra=
velers over that hilly and crooked trail will ever remenber the tedious
hardships experienced on a new wagon road through a trackless forest when
nightfall often made progress uncertain, before ltasca Lake could be reached.

From 1883 to 1886, squatters on pine lend claims for active lumbermen
became & menace to the future park. Not a single one of those settlers made
any permanent homes and usually before their proofs were offered at the land
office the ownership had been pledged to land monopolists who soon beceme
possessed of every available tract of dense pine timber in the Itasca Basine.
Not one of those so-called settlers can now be found on the land they entered.
Serip entries, soldier's additional homestead claims end the indemnity grant
to the Northern Pacific Railroad finally pleced all the pine lands at Itasoa
Lake in control of lumbermen, whose avaricious denudetion of lMinnesota for=
ests has precipiteted widespread decay end destruction by forest fires, clos=
ing of rivers and lakes by log booms, depletion of the water supply end

wholesale destruction of fish and game, by an overpowerful, ever destroying,

innumeralble organization of human beings who know no better than by striving

to determine by whom eand how soon the last tree may be cut, to throw & per=
menent shadow of decay across nature's contribution to human rights and

happiness in one of the most natural and beautiful perk regions inexistence.
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They are seldom prosecuted for infractions of the law, because they are

powerful finanecial and peliticel in the dremeof life, feared and catered to

by business participents and hundreds of men in official positions."
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The 0ld Northwest
Burke A. Hinsdale
Pe 73=76

"The settlement at Jamestown was mede unter this charter. But as it
" did not prove satisfactory, the king, in 1609, grented the London Company a

second charter, in which he bounded the colony that henceforth monopolized
the name Virginia as followst

' seseses Situate, lying, end being in that Part of Amerioca called
Virginia, from the Point of Land called Cape. or Point Comfort, all along the
Sea~Coast to the Southward two hundred miles, and all that Spage end Circult
of Land lying from the Sea=Comst of the Precinet aforesaid up into the Land
throughout from Sea to Sea, West and Northwest, end elso all the Islands
lying within one Hundred miles along the Coast of both Seas of the Precinet
aforesuidessscse’

This was the first_of the 'from sea to sea' boundaries that pley so
important & part in history. The description "up into the land throughout

from sea to sea, west northwest," led to important results, the least of

which is the intorminable discussion of what it meant. It hes been suggested

that it meant & compound boundery line running from the Atlantic Ocean around

to the Atlentic Ocean egaing but the islands within one hundred miles along

the coast of 'both seas' are given to Virginia, and this fact is fatal to

such a constructions Historians commonly assume that the northern and south-
ern lines of the colony were intended to be due east and west lines, and

mush can be said in support of this views The lines drawn by the charter

of 1606 were east and west linees The royal intent in 1606-1609 and 1620 was
two colonies; Virginie and New England were evidently to embrace all the king's

possessions from latitude 34° north to the French territories. The ocean
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front now given to Virginie carries the colony to the fortieth degree. And,
finally, the charter of 1620 bounded New England on the south by that parallel.
But the king's language describes one west and one northwest line., If this
view be assumed, the description is still open to two constructions that
assign to Virginia very different limits. If the construction represented

in the following diegram be teken, the colony would be a triangle of very

moderate size.

Northern Point

0
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——————— Point Comfort
|

| Southern Point
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But if the following be the true gonstruetion, the colony would be a
vast trapezoid, six degrees of latitude in width on the Atlantic Ocean, and

from twenty to thirty deyrees on the Pacifie.

(Diagrem on following page)
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If the theory of one west and one northwest line be adopted, only the
second of these constructions will fill the condition "from sea to seﬁ-' As
this was the construction adopted by Virginie, and as it materially influenced
Western history, 1 shall assume that such is the meaning of the languages

The Plymouth Company was overshadowed by its richer and stronger rivals

Only one attempt et colomization was made by its authority under the charter

of 1606, and that ended in a failure. But a new charter was obtained in 1620,

under which the company became more actives This was the second of the two
charters into which that of 1606 was merged. It sbsolutely gave, granted,
and confirmed unto the council esteblished &t Plymouth, in the County of Devon,
England for the planting, ruling, and governing of the northern parts of Vir-
ginia in America, a territory that is thus bounded:

'That aforesaid Part of America lying and being in Breadth from forty

Degrees of Northerly Latitude from the Equinoctiall Line to forty-eight De-
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grees of the said Northerly Letitude inclusively, and in Length of, and
within all the Breadth aforeseid, throughout all the Maine Lands from Sea

to Sea « ¢ s &and also within the said Islands and Seas adjoining, Provided
always, that the seid Islands, or any of the Premises hereinbefore mentioned,
and by these Presents intended end meant to be granted, be not actually po=

ssegssed or inhgbited by any other Christian Prince or Estate, nor to be with-

in the Bounds, Limitts, or Territoryes of that Southern Colony heretofore by

us granted to be planted by divers of our loving Subjects in the South Part,

Gtco"
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Thursday
1=29=14 "DISCUSSED NEEDS OF TOWN

Talk Over What Can be Done For Towm

Report of Offigers Showed !mny #etivities During the Past Year

At the ammual get together banguet of the Grand Rapids Town and
and Country Booster Club held at the high sohool building last Friday
evening, the reports of officers of the ¢lub 'were listened to, numerous
talks givem and suggestions made by citizens, officers elected, a splendid
banquet partaker of, and e very niece soclal time enjoyed.

The report of Secretary Peterson showed that, while there are some
chronio kickers who are always ready %o say that the Booster club has
not been doing anything, the club has really to be credited with very
many oreditable sotivities, many of whigh bore good fruits, while others
are yet:in process of obbtaining results, Still other agtivities were
directed toward the endorsement of worthy movements which would othere
wise 'not have been recognized by Urand Ripids and gone without the
influence of Urand Hepidas. All in all, the Booster olub during the
past year did much to keep Grand Rapids on the nap and before the

public eye as a live town, which in itself is u considerable item,

iiss Burlingame nmade & plea for the support of the rest room by

the business people, and cited a number of things whieh eare needed for
the rest room and suggested that t he merchants and othey busineas
people of Grand Rapidas through the Bioster elub or otherwise, provide
these things and pérpetuate the good work which the fars women started
in estnblishing the rest roonm.

J« D. Uopan spoke briefly on various subjects, toushing upon,

among other things, the matbter of the bad habit of cubtting soross

and ruining the lewns which the school and library beards spend good
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oash money to maintain, and depleored the lack of eivio pride on the
iré of the peopls regarding these matters.

Fred Carson of the high school fasuliy, touched & very populay
chord in his talk when he suggested that as soon as the new gymnasium
in the addition to the high school is furnished, the place be opened
to the boys in the wvillage under the direction of an athletis director,
and there teach them to develope their bodies and inspire them to
cleanliness and clean living., 4he district said My, Carson, is making
every provision to develop the minds of its young people, and it is
only right that means should be provided to develop the bodies of the
boys &nd girls in such a manner that they will be fit abodes for the
brains whioch the distriet is spending much to develope,

li. G, Becker touched & point which should be born in vind by
every resident of CGrand Rapids. lie referred to the fact that too many
Grand Rapids people carry the idea that the officers of the Booster
olub, or others setive in doing work for the publis good, are hoosters

for self glorification, ‘While there may be a little of this sentiment

on the part of the Boosters, (and it is & poor stick of & man who oould

not feel u little pride in his own work), thefact remains that nearly all
men who spend their tine, and often their momey in boosting "do it for

the good of the ocause,”

and even if there is personel dislike for the men
in the movemmt, the rank end file should get behind the movement, for
after all, the boosters are not only those in the leead of such a move-
ment, but include all, and any man who knocks the boosters is knooking
himaelf,

Supt. Freeman endorsed the sentinents expreassed by lre Carson, end

went further and made ean appesl for the co=operation of the parents in
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seeing that' the laws as they relate to. juveniles be better enforoed.

4. 43

Ay My Sisler was called upon, and he told of his activity in

\

trying to get a shed bullt at the rest rooms for stebling the farmers?
horses, and he suggested that the Booster olub get behind the movement
and provide such & shed, " Mr, Sisler stuted that such a place

more to endourage the use of the rest room than anything else

could be done, Upon his suggestion a comuittee waw appointed

after the matter, and lir, Stone named James Passard, .

Je Uy Doran, and L. W. Huntly as meémbers of that cormittee."

Itasea County Independent

j)‘ l’ C‘Ql' 2.

"OLD LANDMARK GOES = 4n old landuark is being moved this week.
Ce He Carlson this week purchased the old warehouse of the late
Itasca Mercantile Co,., on the west side of Leland Avenue, north of the
tracks, and he is moving 1% to his lots in the west end of town where
ho will use it as a ocement block factory buliding. The warehouse wes
bullt by the Iltasca Mercantile Uo, aboub eighteen years agos It is fap

from an imposing structure, and its reuoval will greatly isprove the

looks of the place where it stood, Thisg is one of the few warehouses

which were erected along the track in the old logging days left on the

=

track,."
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"BEAUTIFY THIRD STREET
Woman's Club Doing Laudable Work On Down Town Thorofare /sie/
The oivic department of the Woman's Club of Urand Rapids on
Monday of this week begsn aotivities toward the beautifying of Third
street, Eight mountain ash trees were set out by W. Dy Perrington,
which will add to the attrmotiveness of the boulevard. ZThese trees
are partioularly pretty when in leaf and will furnish good shade.
It is anticipated that a hedge of highland spruce will be built for
three bloecks along the north side of the boulevard and three large
flower beds made containing red, white and blue flowers, Mrs, T, R,
Pravitz is ohaimmen of the civic comuittee and has a committee assisting
her in this plausible work, consisting of Mrs, #. A. Stone, Miss Floremce
Burlingame, lrs. A, A, Cempbell, Mrs. BEd, Kelm, and Mrs, i C. lawrence,
The proceeds of ths musical entertaimment ;I;iven under the direction of
Mrs. laxrence and Mrs, Harrison are being used to finance the proposition
and the work when completed will greatly i:nprove the appearance of this
popular thoroughfare. The village owes & note of sincere thankii +to
these publie spirited women for what they are accomplishing along this

and other lines for a better Grand Repids.,"

v@l- J:VI - 48

"Death of Henry Tinkey, Itases County Ploneer

The remains of lenry Tinkey were brought here from Delhi, Iowa,

Thursday for interment in the 014 Soldiers' cemetery. lNrs Tinkey was
a man who had reached the ripe old age of 74 and died from the' effects
of & paralytic stroke, Sowé 15 years ago lr. Tinkey, who had besan &

residend of Upand Rapids for soue time, removed his residence to Dear
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Sept. 8, 1917 River, where he resided until recently, when he went for a visit to the

house of one of his daughters at Delhi, where he had been two months when
he died. = the decsased was the father of eight children who survive hime.
His wife died some yars ago and 1s buried here in the 0ld Soldiers?! ceme=
tery and it was on this account thet Mr., Tinkey's remains were brought
here for burial that he might be laid to rest beside his wife, MNr. Tinkey

was a loving father and a good friend and neighbor and held in high esteem

by all who knew him. The independent extends sympathy to the bersaved o

To Advertise Itasoa County Lakes
Grand Rapids Commercial Club Starbts Publicity Cempaign to Bring Tourists Here
Will Get Out 20,000 Map Folders

Unequalled lake and Summer Resort Pacilities and Good Eoads Will bring Tourists

At 8 meeting of the CGrand Repids Commercial Club Thursdey evening,

the mkter of getting out a map and folder to comnect Itasca county with

the benefits of th advertising being done by the Ten Thousand lekes of
Hinmesota Association, and to advertise the 9,000 lakes of Itasoa county,
it was decided to proceed with the work of getting out 20,000 folder maps
with & map on the front and illustrations of hunting, fishing end other
scenes on the back,

The funds with which to pay for this work, which will amount %o
about $1,200, were pledged to a comuittee consisting of &, N. Remer,
E. A, Kermer and C, K. Andrews during the few days previous to the
meeting. The gentlemen met with & remarkable response, and raised the

required emount, and more without any trouble,
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It is the plan of the olub to send the maps, elong with such
publieity matter as may be gotten out, %o the prospective tourists
who will reply to the advertisements fo the Ten Thousands Lakes
Association, & list of which isfurnished eadh week to the wvarlious
com:eraial clubs, resort owners and others interested in the promo=
tion of the lake and summor tourist business in this ‘section of the

state,

The unequalled fishing, laking end other summer resort fecilitlies

and excellent roads of this segllion, coupled with the publielt

campeizn planned, should bring thousands of visitors to Itasca counby
2 & 3 F )

v

every years"
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"POPULATION 20 DOUBLE IN

IWO YEARS

Reports Current That Much Prosperity 1s In

Store For Grand Repids

Coming of Reilroad to be
Gread lelp
Reports Say Shops And Division of G, N,

Will Be looated Here,

The extension of the Great lorthern to Grand Rapids from the

range will mark the beginning of a very important epoch in the history

of the prosperity of Grand Rapids, according to reports of a very
authentic nature which are wafted about,

The work on the extension is being pushed vigorously, snd the
reports that trains will be running over it by July 1, are mot far
fetched or exaggerated in the least,

The service which is outlined when the road gets toc rumning is not
yet clearly defined, but it will include night sleeper servioce from
Duluth to this peint, and thence omto the range, and vice versa, with
day service to match, giving range people most desirable servioce,

Hor is this all, acocording to the source of our information, which
comes from one who lmows, the line south to Millaca, regarding which
this paper made mention some time ago, is no idle dreem, Before long the
work om such & line will be commenced, The ides, primarily, is to tep
the Aitlkdn country and the Caywm range, with the territory incidently
tapped, and secondarily to give the renge and this seotion direct service

with the twin cities,.
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That Grand Rapids will within two years double in population is
not & wild prediotion. The culmination of this railroad building
will be the establishment at this poiunt of division headquarters and
car shops which would bring many people to our oity. Beside this,
many treveling men will meke this their headquarters, wholesale

houses will locate here, and the possibilities of the town from

mining properties are not to be scoffed at, The possibilities of

Grand Répids as an industrial center are the brightest,"
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"POKEGAMA LUMBER
COMPANY
Hew Corporation Which Will Handle Building
Material in Grand Rapids,
Will Absorb The City
Lumber Yard.
Ay W, Sits, Popular local Young Man Will Be

Regident Managsr

This week the Pokegama Lumber company was organized and incorporated

to & wholeaéle end retail lumber business in Grand Rapids. The incorpora=

tors are D. M. Gumn, president, E, A, Kremer, Vice=president, L, Schaf,
treasurer, A, W. Sitsz, secretary, and the company is incorporated for
$50,000, A, W, 8itz, who has been e resident of Grand Repids for several
years, and who is one of Grand Rapids®' most popular young men will be the
local manager.

Mr. Leonard Schaf, who formerly owned the City Lumber Yard has been
here all this week getting the new company organized and assisting Mr.
S8itz in getting started.

The mew compeany is a strong one, with plenty of resources and backed
by men of exeellent financisl, and should prove a success.

later = late yesterday, since the foregoing was written, the incor-
poratogs received word that they could not use the neme YPokegems Lumber
Company,' as another company hes already been incorporated under that
neme in the states The incorporators therefore, have decided to incor-

porate under the name of the 'City Lumber Company,®
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INPROVEMENTS
Much Improvement VWork Being Dones
in the Village
Appearance of Towm
Greatly Improved
Considereble Private As Well As Public Work
is being done.
While the sotivity along bullding and improvement lines in Grend

Repids is not as promounced as it might be, still there is much more

being done than the general public dreams of, One of the mein features

of the improvement ia the extensive building of cement sidewalks all over

the village, Most of this work is being done by the wvillage and the ocost

of the same will later be assegsed to the property owmers fronting whose

property the walks ere being bullts Others, however, are having the work

done themselves, Among the walks which have already been built are the

walks on the two street sides of the Pokegama hotel and other stretches

in the same blogk, then on the east side of leland avernue from the Pokegema

hotel corneyr across the tracks past the Itasoca Mercantle store to the cormer

at the Village hallj on the west side of leland Avenue from the Foumbain

house corner north to sixth streot the work is mow in progress in the

west end of the oity from Root's livery and will extend west to Duluth

avemue whenoe it will follow that avenue to the vioinity of the new

school building as well as walks on the north side of leland avenus

across the railroad tracks to Fourth street and on Eighth street between

Sleeper and Leland avenues, besides in mmerous other parts of the Village.
The work of filling in the ravine on Third street between the courte

house and the main part of the village goea on apace, lot only are the
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contractors, Bowder & Mo Veigh meking & good showing at the fill, but
the streets from which they are taking the dirt are coming down to
#rade at a great rate. Chas. Brock has a contract for excavating of
the basement under the Lent building, and has been hauling the dirt
from there to the grounds of the new ward school in the west part of
town, which grounds are being graded up, The excavation for the new
brick block which M Ponti is soon te put up on the site of the old
0*Reilly blacksmith shop is coming along nicely, the dirt from this
also going to the new school grounds.

The village has been making meny improvements in the way extension
of water mains, sewer and eleotric light lines.

All of these improvements will greatly add to the ‘appearance of the
village, particularly the walks moress the railroad tracks which will
teke the place of the dirty cinder paths which the walks replace. Bvery=
where the walks are put on grades  While the putting of the welks on a
new grade will make the town look much better, it will also work some

disadvantage to many of those who had buildings, which were put up be=

fore the grade was established, and who are left in many instances away

up in the air, Among these are the Itasce Mercantile company's store

building the Independent building and the village hall, The same might
be said of the lowering of the grade on Third street where John Heppel,
Dibbert, and others will be left *'way up in the air,!

Beside this village work, there are a good many dwellings and other
buildings going up, notably an addition to the Presbyterian church and
the new residence of John MoVeighs

C. M. Brskine is building a considerable addition to his home, the
old Faulkinghor residence which lir. Erskine purchased some time ngo.

John W, Aditon is putting the ’inishing touches on his pretty new
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residence on leland avenue.
John Rellis is soon to build a stone foundation and basemant under
his plage of business,
Doyan Bros., of the Uladstone Hotel, will soon start the remodling
of their popular hostelry. JAmong other things they will install a modern

heating plant, put in & basement and paint the exterior of the building,

all of which will greatly enhsnoce the comfort and appearance of the hotel.

The stone work under the Benk Saloon has just beem completed, and the

large basement under the Lent Building is in the process of construction,”
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"Ben Levy, reliable merchant, looks back at six years of business
here with pride.
It is just six years since Ben Levy started in business in Grand
Rapids in a 1little store on leland avenue, with a small stock of goodse
8ince that day his business has marched forward in the line of progress
until it is one of the flourishing business institutions of the ocity.
Mr. levy's first place of business was in the McDonald building on
Leland Ave.,, where he carried but a small stook of goods. About a
year later he moved into the Oddfellow block where he conducted his
store ably assisted by his sons Charles and Abe. In 1504 he bought out
the Perrault store in the building which his store now ococupies in order
to obtain & better location, and opened another store conducting both
stores until about two and half years ago, when he discontinued doing bus=
iness in the Oddfellow block, While he was closing out his stock in that

place, he was having his present quarters enlarged and remodeled to accom-

modate & larger and better stock with his combined capital.

A short time ago, Mr, Levy decided again %o branch out, and secured

& building in Coleraine where he is about to open an exclusive clothing
and men's furnishing store, which will be in charge of his son, Abe levy,
who has shown exceptional ability emong business lines, Mr. Levy senior
is mow in the eastern markets buying goods for both stores.

During all the time that Mr, Levy has been in business here, his
dealings have always been marked by & apirit of progressiveness and
up~to-dateness which insured success. Ile has always been a consistent and
judicious advertiser, which may be attributed to a large share of his

success,”
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YGRAND RAPIDS

The Proud Younp Queen of the Upper

idsslssippi.

The liew-01d Town of the North Star State » = = « Something
of ller Iistory, Promise; and ler Dusiness liem.

'Grand Rapids people think they hold the key', wrote a chromicler who
recently visited this region, since the opening of the railroad: He was only
partly righte They not only think, but they lmow it, and not only Grand Rapids
pionesrs who have go long lived on the faith that was in them, Lut every person
who vieits the regions ' lan never found midst the righest of nature’s towmsite
treasures & finer matural looation; for, in the midgt of vast storehouges of
treasures in lumber, iron mines; and rich agricultural lends, she sits right at

the river's edge; by the Father of Vaters; on one of the most beautiful matural

walber powers the eye ever saw, while gemmed about, in every direction are the

lovliest of lakes really overstocked with fish of the finest of Minnesota's many
varistiesy and a most imporbant discovery made by the enginecers, is that nature
has set close beside the town e naturmal water supply. It ia found that Nale lake,
a lovely one, only a little over & mile from the towm, sets nearly thirty feet

above the teown, se that a water supply can.be brought in in natural mains.

GRAND RAPID'E HISIORY
As to settlement, the place is only identified with the carliest lumber
operations of the IMississippi, though the region wes from time immemorial visited
by whites and explorers. The early Jesuits undoubtedly asconded the Mississippi
to the Rapids, attested by misslon settlements at near points, especially Sandy
Fointe The first building was srected in 1874, by L. G,y Seavy, now of Altking

but Warren Potter, of Altkin, is justly regarded as *the father of the towm',
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having about that time established a trading post, and Fotter & Co. are still
doing business 'at the old stand®s The firm was for & time Knox end Potter,
being Ce Ce Knox, of Wisconsing The Enox Brothers came next, being Hone Ds
Jo Enoxy recently deceased, and Ls Fs Enox, the latter succeeding to the busw
iness, with enother brother, Geos We Bnox; mow of Aitkin. Stores and hotels
followed, and warehouses on the river docksj for the steamboat was the only
communication from Aitkin, nearly 200 miles, Crand Rapids being at the head
of the furthest up=river trip.
BUSIRESS DIRECTORY
The following is an enumeration of the present business houses, and business
men of Grand Rapids, inoluding school, chureh and other social interests. The
business cards will all, without exeception, be found in our advertising colums
== 8 showing, for a new town, which we challonge newspaper experience anywhere
to equale
lorth Side = Fromting on the BRapids, and immediately overlying the recently
discovered lesabi Iron Nenge, is the general store of John Beckfel',  Here also
is the postoffice, and lirs De has been postumster for seven years, tims surviving
all administration changes. He alsc has & freight house at the steamboat landing,
for storage and forwarding == a building 48 x 120 feets
At the corner of Firgt 54, and Leland Ave., L. F. Enox has & fine store,
the building the best in Grand Rapids, %wo stories high, the upper story making
& fine residence. He has also here & real estate office, and the office of the

Steamer F&m. of kirtkin-

Opposite Knox's across the avenue, is the large hotel property of Chas.

Kearney, called the Itasea Hotel. This is ene of the pioneer hobels of the
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whole upper countrye Ire Eearney also wears the ermine of Justioce of the
Peace, and swings one of Gove lprriam's notorisl seals, as Hotary Publie,

and does general conveyancings He has large barns and a good livery services

Adjoining the Itasca, is a large restaurant and liquld refresiment place,

recently omned by genial As To Uason, but now comnected with the hotel, Mr.

Nagon engaging in the lard business.

Opposite the Itmsca, stends onsof the pioneer saleoons kept by Eobert
YMeCabe, who knows how to run & strictly first-class places

Further up=stream, directly abreast of the Grand Rapids water power,
stands the Grand Bapids Hotel, James Sherry, proprietor, which has a large
saloon and restaurant opposite. INr. Sherry is a large lumber operator, and
& business with whom it is @ pleasure teo do business,

Next door, to the wostward, is the Bodega saloon, run by John McDonald,
for Minueapolis ownerse

These business houses are at the old business center, near the steamboat
landings and close to the river crossing, over a fine new steel bridge, whish
is of 150 foot span ~= a swing bridge econstructed under govermment reguirements.

Other I'Iorth-sidérs are, Clevelend, the jeweler, occupying the front of
the Enox building. Also, B« Fe Sims, the only barber who is to be found in
the ITtasce lotels He owns a fine lot mearer the railroad and will build,.

Es Rs Lewls is a veteran civil emgincer, and as Deputy County Surveyor
is platting many pieces of land into lotss He has just finished a division
for Je« Bs Chatterton of Minneapolise

lre Chatterton himself, is the large cedar operator; whose telegraph

poles are heard of so fmeh in the lississippis IHe hag platted 160 acres and

ma.de {;enarﬁus donations toward sbarting Grand Rapidse
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George Keightly, builder and contwactor, bullt the first bullding
started under the new growth, and is an experiemced builder end reliable man.

This building is the Johnson House, Johnson Pros. proprietors, located at Leland
Aves mear Third sts The brothers are C. M. and Js We Jolmson, of Hurleys Wise
Their hotel is 25 x 80 feet, two stories high and 1s kept equal to the bests These
gentlemen had the nerve to start in when no one had eny certeinty of a town here
and deserve great succeas.

Ot the Southside «= the Southside is maturally residemce property; bub
several buginess houges ar¢ located there, ineluding Potter & Co., elsewhere mentioned,
of whom Geos ligyeérs is the gentlemanly menager; M. L. Tocle, saloon, and Woods &

Daly, blacksmiths end woed and iron workerss Voods and Daly have built the new bridges

at Grand Bapids, and just finished is a fine oné over the ravine, near Leland Avenue.

Toole & Clay of this side are also heavy lumbermene

CHURCHES, SCHOOLS EIC.

Reve Charles L. Carbart, reprosents the Presbyterian society, in a charge
that bid likely soon to have a churchs IHas also organized a Sunday Schools The first
ef forts for a chursh, however, were by Heve Thomas Finlay, of the Second Presbyterian
church, Duluth; was organized last Januarye

Grand Rapids has & good school, inereasing rapidly. Several societies

have pormanent membership, emd I+ Os Os Fe have a hall on the tapis® 310?_7

G’.. H- l{ause ]:1-/28/40
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GRAND RAFPIDS

Should De Fostered =< lamy latural Farks
Right In Cur Zeach

3wy WS PP RIIow 3 1 DAY ™AT ODDTINY
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Couneil Should Appoint Fark Board of
Good, Active len.

The Grand Hapids cormercianl dlub is on the right track when it promctes

the park idea in Crand Bapids. Orand Rapids in its embirety is really oue vast park,

but 1ike all other parks, it is neeéssiry that 4t be kept ups - There is ¢ vast scope
for work in Grand Bapids for & park boarde Such & body could work with the oitizens
in getting up enthusisen in keeping the individuel front and beock yards neat and ate
tractives The abutting streets could receive something l ire attention. ihat is &
field of wtility, howevery; which would be omly & small part of the wark which could
be done by such a bodye
Por Grand Rapide? first park, the land east of the clty betwoen the Ge
¥, track and the Mississippi has been memtioned, snd it is our wnderstanding that the
title to that land for park purposes could be procured with no cost to Crand Baplds ==
the lends, which beleng jointly teo G. Ge Hartley and the Great Northern railway company,
have been offered gratis if the village would omly appoint & park board to taks cugtody
of thems Why should the villege be waiting? lhy not take advauntage of these things?
Put this place is not all the park roem there ig in Grend Bapids. There
are any number of places in town where little parks and some not so little, cowld be
made by just cleaning them upe Une of the largest and best of these 18 the park whieh
could be mde out of the territory and around the lakes The opportunities offering

themselves in that meighberhood speak for themselves, and need not be elaboreated one
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Then there is & series of pleaces which would meke besutiful small
parkss We refer to such plices as the creek which passes through town follows
stroots which are not, and may nover be in use, for a bleck or mores Lighth
strect between Hoffmen and Eindred avemes, and cven as far cust as Leland
avemie 1s one spot that would meke a park with but little cost or efforts To
be sure, the place would have to be worked up == gleaned, graded, the oreck
milled in end dug out in places etos, tut it would mke & beautiful 1ittle park,
risht down town, mnd one that eould be reached without too long o walks The
flowing water through the place malkes its poesibilities as a park almost infinite
along acguatie linea.

Dowvm the ereek, on Sgventh street botween Leland and Sleeper, is another

such smot. There mre several nice trees which sould be trimued dowm %o mke &

vory material part of the bomuty of the placse At present the ground in question

is being used to pile lumber end obher junlk, snd is far from being pretiye Under
the oare of & careful park board, it would goon flourish into wne of the beauty
apots of the citye JAncther such spob 48 on the gbroet where the orecks follows
betwoen Fifth snd Sizth streetse This is ot present, we are informed, used to
certain extent as & dump, but when cleared up would isle smother beauty spote
Smull spots of ground adjacent to these places; land which sould not
be used othorwise than in comnoection with mich projects as outlined in the foree
going, could no doubt be gottem for the sake of gelting such parks mull . inede
This paper doubls not that the peeple liwving or having property adjucent to such
places would cooperate heartily in beautifying the plages in question.
The places mentioned in the foregoing avre only a few of the parks
could be made by almost no effort at alls If our town is not a hundredfold more
beautiful than it ig, it is owr own fault, Jhe 1 depoudent wishes teo conend the

Comuercinl clib for its effarts slon: the lines of seecuring a park board, and it
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wishes it successs The forepgoing suggestions are given freely with the

hope that they will help in the good work."

Hanse 11/27/40

WGREAT WHITE WAY FOR GRAND BAPIDS

Grand Bapids bas decided to fix up ome street in that towm just to show
the rest of the country towms how to do ite They are paving It to begin with,
and then after learming that it costs a great deal more to light with are lights
then with incendeéscent lights are installing lamp posts with Tungster lighte in
clusters of three¢ suspended from the cross arms of iron posts set in CONCretd.

Thoy are starting with 40 of these posis and are placing them six or eight to

the block on alternate sidess = Aitkin Age,"

Ge He Hause 11/27/40
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POPULATION OF GRAND RAPIDS

ONLY 175 IN FIVE

INCREASES

romains the metropolis of Itasca County with a pepulation
census returns which were received here last Friday.
2 gain of 175 during the past five years, (the 1905

have had a population of 2056) it is a

appointment to Grand Rapids; as it was thought that a showing of between 25

3000 could be made.

The smell increase is doubtless due to the faot that many

people who make their hones were away working in other places at the time the

census was teken and

)

culd not

11/28/40

Ge Hs Hause
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PROF. PETER OLSON WRITES ENTERTAININGLY ABOUT
THE RECENT TRIV TO GRAND RAPIDS

Profs Petor Olson in Cloguet Pine Kpots 'Recognizing that intelligent
farning is the basis of ell woalth, businesswen and farmers are gradually getting
togother and are studying how farm laber may becone less arducus and more profiteble.
It is probable that the sditor of "The Pine Kn £® had this in mind when he arranged
for the excursion to Grand Bapids.

lire WeGuire, the cordial and hospitable superintendent of the gtabe Farm,
at Crend Bapids, did everything in his power to show us that farming in Northeastern
iinnesota may be highly profiteble. He proved §0 our entire satisfaction that the
bost way to find out whether & farm is profibable or not is To M it on a business
basiss He showed us how he kept au accurate fecount of the feed for each cow as

also of the mmber of pounds of butter fat it's milk produced ab each milking. In

this way, he said he lmew to & cent the actual value - of every cow in his barn. This

record proved to us that it cost no mors to feed a cow produsing 300 pounds of butterfat
than it does to feed one produging less than a mmdred pounds, = re HeGuird is of the
opinion that ensilage is the best and choapest food for cattle and that a silo pays

for itself in & short time.

After he had shown s through the dairy barn, hs took us to the chicken
department. The man in charge told us that ome reason why chickens are not as'prui‘it-
able as they should be, is, that they are fed too muche The allowsnce given esach growm
chicken st the state farm there ig 1/6 of & pound & day. This food was scattered be-

tween sand and straw and the chickens could only get it with a great deal of worlk.
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Then Mre lMeGuire took us back to Grand Rapids to look over the creamerys
Ho told us that their oreamery paid higher prices for butterfat than most creameries

because thoy had installed & pasteurising plants He said that they sold pasteurized

milk at curremt prices to patrons inthe city and made & good profit on its

When we asked lr, MeGuire if he thought that a creamery could be successful

at Cloguet, he said that he felt sure it could be since there were more cows tributary
to Cloguet than to Grand Rapids.

In the evening the Commercial Club of the city gave us an excellent banguet
at the hotels The Grand Bapids business men are justly proud of their eity with
its "White Way” lighted streets, end we have every reason to say that Grand Rapids
may well be proud of its business men, == the msn who banqueted and toasted us
with gemerous hospitality.

The mext morning Conductor Vibert escorted us by a roundsabout route to
the Hartley Farm, or @8 it is also called the Island Farme Iirs Smith, the farm
superintendent, spared no effort in showing us arounds He told usg that five years
ago this farm was all swampg that people in general thought that the land had no
value for farming, but that Mr, Hartley realized the fertility of the soilj; that
none was better when it was drained and that he decided to establish one of the
model farms in Minnesota, at that places MNr. Smith said that he as well as lire
Hartley were partial to the Guernsey cattle since they had many reasons for be-
lieving that this breed was the best for Northern Minnesotae. He showed us through
the deiry farm which is 215 ft. longe The barn is well lighted, and is kept very,
very cleans I asked Mrs Smith if he thought thel such extreordimary cleanliness

paid and he sajd that it certainly did. As he explained everything about the
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of the barn apd the feeding of the animlse. I was particularly
interested in one stetememt he mades 16 said that they bad tried to find out
how plenty of waber affected the nilk preduction by giving & mmber of cows
wmber thres tines & day while they gave an egual numbeér all the water they
wented whenever they wanted its They found out that the latter cows gave two
milking or four pounds per days Since many fermers
dity, I thought it likely that such cows would give
pounds of milk less per day than those that bave water three tinmes. If this
roct the cows with water accessible at all tires give six pounds of milk
or three guarts wore each day than thwse that are watered but once a days
nilk &t S conts this would be ¥ centes a day more and with $00 milking days in a
year the gain for sufficient watering would be §27.00 a years Mre Smith also
belisves in énsilage, and he said that a farmer should only keep a hizh prade stook.

is I locked over that farmy; I realized more keenly thar
3

before that it thles a good de of Dradn work to yuin a ferm righty

that moot farmers need and may have
by keeping acturate acoount each enimnl, botter seeds by carefully
testing their fertility, better soil by keeping mony oattles This 1s posaible
for every farmer, Soms may pot lnmow how to test milk or the seeds. In that
oass let mo sugreat that the farmers bring th ) and milk to the Agricultumml

departaent of the looal high school ahd sams wil » tested I of charpse

In songlusion, . v that the trip to Grand fapids was highly

i

vrofitable to me, and I believe thadt it would pay any youneg farmer to work a short
- » E Y o

time at either of the dwo farms mentioned, thereby learning a great deal of rea

fit for his 1ife wopk.'"

He Hause 13/3/40
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BARLY COMERS TO ITASCA COUNTY AS A SUMVWER FESORT --STEAMBOATS ON "POKE,"

Sept. 2, 1931

"These people (the Simmonses and Adeamses) were emong the first

to discover Itesca county as & plece to spend a delightful summer. J. He
Siymons and C. Les Simmons and W, H, Adams ceme to Wabena in 1904 and 1905,
Every summer for a quarter of a century has been spent at their hcuses
there which now consists of six eebins, Mr, Simmons tells us that over

10Q people visited the group this summer.

"Twenty~five yeers ego it was & much different journey to come
to Wabana than it is now, The trip to Grand Repids was made by train and
at the train they were met by Dave Cookran of Wabana who tock them out
to the lake in a lumber wagon, It was a big, heavy lumber wagon and it
was & four or five hour trip through the trails and over the corduroy
to Webana. When they reached the Cockran place a boat was taken across

the leke and the final journey was made up the hill with packs and bundles,

"Dave Cockran ran what was called a ‘hotel' but by most people
termed & 'stopping place' on Wabana, His large buildings were placed
where treils and water met, In the summer came the visitors to rest and
fish end in the winter the loggers ceme., Many people gathered around
Dave Cockren's board., The evenings were spent in visiting and telling
stories. The stories were not elways confined to the truth. The fish

that were caught became bigger, the feats of strength and lebor became
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(continued)

lerger as the evening wore on but Dave Cockran is dead, his hotel burned

end most of the stories have been forgottems

"Dave Cockren wes interested in houseboats. He had one on
Wabana that wes propelled by'A'launch. However, his transportation ac~
tivities were not confined to Wabana., He had a steamboat on Pokegams
leke end took people for rides. Before the days of the automobile there
were many boats and launches on Pokegema lake. Dave Cockran's steamboat
took the larger parties and puffed its wey around Pokegeme and into the
Mississippi. Whaet has beeome of the boat we do not know. Its rotted

bulk is prebebly lying around the shores of the Mississippi some where.

"It is a fact that there were soue real steemboat days on Poke- -

gema lake. Not only was there Dave Cockren's pleasure cruiser, but there
were boats whose purposes were more serious in life. C. M. Erskins had
two boats on Pokegsme, His first was the 'Eagle’, put in operation about
25 years ego and the larger boat was the 'Wyoming.' Dunn & Marecia, who
ran & lumberyerd at Cohasset, also had a steamboat on the Mississippi end
John Main also had one. These boats were used in towing logs and refts :
across the lake. The Erskins - Stackhouse boat used to go as far as
Leech river and bring down logs. A stesmboat was & common sight, not
only on Pokegemsa end along the Mississippi, but up on the Bigfork and

on other lakes where there was considerable of the work of the day to

be dOn‘G

") houseboat is not & nmew thing up in Itesca county and along
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its rivers. Its use for pleasure may be new but a boat on which people
lived was the headquarters of those who took the drives of logs down
the rivers. For 60 years this boat was called the wansgan. Perhaps

somebody cen enlighten us upon the sourece of this name, The wanagen

followed up the drive and in it the men lived and ate., In it was not 7

only the cook and his supplies but there was plenty of socks and tobaeco
for sale, The drive was hard, wet work and the wensgen was & welcome
haven at night., Every crew on the drive had its own wanagen end the

cook was the mester of ceremonies.”
Fishing on wenegen anecdote:

“Ce M, Erskine says that the busiest men he ever sew on &
wenagen was Fred MeKay, (now living in Grend Repids?) who worked for
Mr. Erskine for a period of about 20 years, The drive was coming down
the Mississippi end the wanagan was tied up at the point where Vermilian
brook enters the Father of Waters a few miles west of Cohasset, It was
the spring of the yvear and the pike were begimning to run and es Mr,
Erskine approached the wanagan he noticed an unusual sctivity, It was
Fred McKay engaged in the combined task of frying doughnuts and catching
pikes He had a fish pole out one end of the boat and the doughnuts were
frying on the stoves The fish were biting very well. He would take a
fish off the line, throw the line back, then he would rush to the stove
and turn over the doughnuts in the fat. Then he would run back to the
pole and pull in enother pike and thence back to the stove and take
out the doughnuts. Thence back for another fish and then egein to put

in a new batch of doughnuts, This was continued until there were fish
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and doughnuts sufficient for the orew thet night. Fred McKay is now

looking after the Pokegema golf ecourse (1)
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First schecol north of Bigfork.

"Down in Arthur gaiser's new store is @ picture hanging on
the wall. It is a picture typicel of this section, & log cabin agt
back among great pine. It is the original Zeiser homestead in the Bige
fork country. A. L. Zeiser, F, ¢, Whitely and Victor Knight all went
into the country along the Bigfork in 1900, They walked in from Deer
River on their first trip end Mr,. Zaiser walked back to Grand Rapids.
That was nothing unusual, by the way, for everyone walked if they wished

to get anywhere in Itasce county 30 years ago.

“The Zeiser homestead later beceme the first school north of
Bigforks The children walked through trails in the woods for meny miles.
The Enight, Merrifield and Guttry children were among the first to attend
this schools Its floor was of poles and the water came through in wet
weather. The first teacher was Catherine Costello, now Mrs, Orrin Patrow.
Where there was one school in the whole country north end east of Big-
fork then, there are now about & half dozen. Buses take loads of children

over good roads into high school.

¥In the earlier days most of the sechools in District Ome were

of loge Now (1931) there are herdly any left and those few have been

bearded up on the outside or plastered up on the inside, District One
has e log school house up at Stingy leke and two or three others not in
continuous use. While there may be some tears shed over the passing of
the little red schoolhouse, few bemoan the passing of the log school. But

in the earlier days it was symbolie of progress.
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; Barly days in Canisteo mining distriot and Bovey

"When the Cenisteo mining district was opened up, it lead te
the seme excitement end interest that the development of a new mining
field elways produces. There is nothing more romentic than minerals end
no perts of the United States have more interesting history than do the

mineral seetions, whether they be coal, copper, geld or iron.

"The first people in the Canisteo district were the loggers,
though much virgin tirber still stood on the towmsite of Bovey a quarter
gentury agos A few farmers had come into the country. Then ceame the
drillmen, the Reien Brothers, Trebilcoek, Cole end McDonald, The drills

used cordwood for their boilers before the days of the railroad, in 1905.

"Bovey begen as & busy drill camp in 1904. The village itself

was not founded by industrialists or merchants. The first people to begin
business in Bovey were bootleggers, who later became saloonkeepers when a

license could be secured, These eerly business men built shacks, cut back
the woods, took a few gtumps out of the middle of the street. The demand

was for hard liquor and plenty of it.

"It has always been said that the first merchant of Bovey, Erik
Johnson, came in with his stoek of goods on his back. That is literally
true. Mr. Johnson was in business in Naghwauk and hearing that men around
Bovey needed shoes he filled a pack sack with shoes snd socks and walked in.
Later he established himself in a tent and then e sheck. His was the first

commercinl enterprise in Bovey and Mr. Jolmson has been there since.
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“The first people who ceame found Bovey seriously lacking in
places to sleep and eat. Next to the place where the Witmes Hotel now
stends was & rooming house. One ordinary sized room had = bed in it.
8ix men slept erosswise on the bed at night, were rolled out in the morn=-
ing end six more took their places in the daytime. Ome of the early
boarding houses had sawdust cn the floor end men slept on the floor and
their meney would fall out of their pockets. When the floor was swept up
the sewdust was a&lways sifted for the money it would bring, One sweeping
has been kmown to have produced over $50, Monmey was plentiful even though

wages for common labor were but §1.,90 a day.

"People came from all ends of the earth to Bovey., Again that
stetement is literally true. There were Fimns, Bulgsriens, ltalians,
Soandinavians, Cousin Jacks. Many men were needed under the shovels and

upon the dumps in the early days of the Ceanisteo, They all brought with

them tﬁeir national traits. One that seemed to be very much in common

was the desire to drink and Bovey had 26 seloons that all might be served,

T. J« Kingston, now a Bovey merchant, had the task of maintaining order

in Bovey for seven years. Peter Westerlund assisted him, Bovey residents

take some pride in the fact that while the town rioted and drenk there were

no murderss

"The foreigners all had guns. They would drink and then step
out in the street and shoot their revolwers into the aires This wag dis-

turbing to those few who may have wished to sleep and one of the early
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mayors gave orders to the police fores to take guns eway from all who

were not citigens, . The first nipght out officers, Kingston and Wester-

lund picked up two bushel baskets of gunss On another occesion Mr.

Kingston went to a boarding house where there were 40 men and there took

peacefully 26 Iver and Johnson revelvers, lost of the residents of Bovey

did not wish te becoms mixed up with the laws Those who were fresh from

the old country had a heap of respect for a uniform, # * %

“Some of the farmers were around Bovey about ten years before
the drills came in, Herman Gran and hig family came into the Trout Lake
country following the panic of 1893, * #= # B, E, Benson came in early
and in 1894 toted in om his back to Grand Repids & sack of rutabazos
which he traded to E. C. Kiley for a year's subscription to the Herald-
Review, Swan Rydberg ceme in at about the same time., He took & wagonload
of potatoes to Grand Repids in 1897, It took him three days to meke the

trip, working hard all of the time, end he could not sell the potatoes

after he had brought thd to the county seat, Among other pioneers were

Natt Seari, Berge Bergeson, Abel Kuluvara, J. W. Snyder and some other

hardy folks to which the present generatiom ought to pay high honor,

"Bovey was an ambitious town. It incorporated into its village
limits a whole township of wenlth snd then allowed most of it to be taken
eway into the neighbor town of Colersine, After meny years of supplication
and struggle some of it ceme back. In the meantime, because Bovey was
poor in municipal wealth she started to build trade., The Farmer's Day

had & humble beginning but everyone who exhibited in the very early days
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won & prize or two. The judges saw to that,”

This "Farmer's Day" was an emnual event in Bovey, started about

1910 with & little exhibit in one building. In 1931 there were 240 ex~

hibits end vegetables and things from the farm stretched for two blocks

with the overflow at the curb,
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Pioneers of Bowstring end Pokegama

*Duncan MoDougal took up & homestead on Bowstring Lake along
about 1894, Three or four of the families now in that section hed pre-
seded him, but the country was very, very new. The way to get there was
to walk out of Deer River to Little Bowstring Leke or the creek and then
teke & boet down. The lake and the Bigfork river, which flows out of it,
wes the artery of commerce snd communicetion 40 years ago. When winter

ceme, the early settlers walked all of the way.

"there are two things that Mr. McDougal remembers partioularly
about the early days on the homestead, Ome was the heavy snows that
seemed to fall the first few years. Winter would set in early and stay
late and it seemed to bring blankets of snow much heavier than have been

seen in these later days.

"The next feature about homesteading in the early days was the

complete lack of money. There wes no such thing. XNo one had any. It
wes hardly recognized as & medium of exchenge, because it was so scarce.
Neighbors worked with each other, if help were needed. Neighbors gave

to esch other from their meager possessions. A femily who lived four

or eight miles away was @& neighbor. Those early days laid the foundation
for the development of the lend, the homes, the peopls, the schools, the

highways of a great county.

"Pokegame is the Indian word for spider. The lake was nemed
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Pokegame because it resembled a spider with its meny legs. We ecall the
legs arms, snd have nemed these arms after various peoplee.

"Bleck's erm was named after one of the early settlers on the
east end of the lake. Poole's arm was nemed safter John W, Poole. This
owner of property was more fortunate than some. Iron ore was found on
it, # % »

"Sherry's arm was nemed after James Sherry. * * * He ran a
*stopping place', & saloon, snd logged in the earliest days, He was
strong physicelly and was considered the 'fightenest' man in this neck
of the woods. He hired good lumberjecks, worked hard in the woods, had
few scruples end peid his men off with hospitality over the bar. So
run the stories of the eerlier days, * * #* Jemes Sherry worked, fought
and drenk, His place of business is gome. He is gone. But his neme will

last & long time for people will fish, shoot ducks, and boet on Sherry's

arm to Pokegama, * * %

"5 quarter or a half century ago, very few people ascended the

Mississippi to its source. Only the dering took the cance trip te Lake
Itasca end & few came in on the crude roads. Now tems of thousends of
people each year come to see the source of the Father of Waters, * * *

The mines in morthern Minnesote also attract attention, * + *%
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Origin of the word "Itasca"

"What is the origin of the word 'lItasca?l?

"0of course Itasca county is named after Lake Itasca. When this

great county was nemed it extended from lLake Superior to the scurce of the

Mississippi. It was nemed from the lake then within its borders, But
boundaries changed, The neme of Itasca still stayed with the county,

though the lake is 75 or a hundred miles away,

"It was # * * in 1832 that Henry Rowe Schooloraft discovered
the source of the Mississippi. He came up past the falls of Pokegamas,
through Red Cedar Lake which he had nemed Cassina 12 years before, and
then through the winding stream to the beautiful lake from which the Miss-

issippi springs.

"Naturally he wished & name for his discovery. He called it
Itasca. For many years the nsme was not applied to the lake by most people
femilier with it. It was still celled Elk Leke, the neme given to it by
the Indisns who knew it long before the white men ceme. Finally, the
neme Itesca beceme more commons When it did, the guestion was asked as

to the origin of the word.

"Historians disagree., The last quarterly publication of the
Minnesota Historieal Society has two articles on the name Itasca, Ome is

by Be Ce Gale, the other by Irving H, Hart, They present some new stories.

"Explorer Schooleraft hed a minister with hom on his famous trip.
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The Reverend William T, Boutwell meny vears after the discovery wrote that
he suggested the neme for the lake, He said that Sechooleraft toock the
Latin words 'Werites Caput', meening the *true heed' and by lopping off
the first end last syllebles of the words when combined fremed the neme

"Ttageas' The minister's words were always talen as the trve explanation.

"But in 1865, 17 years bYefore the Boutwell explanation, Henry W,
Schooleraft wrote of his exploreticnss These writings have been overe
lookeds In this story Schocloraft tells of the nsme as followss

I inquired of Osawindit the Indian mame of this lakej he replied
‘Omushkos® which is the Chippewa nmme for elks Having previously get an
inkling of the mythologieal and necromstic notions of the origin and wu=
totions of the coumtry which permitted the use of & female name for it, I

denoninated it "Itasos.’

That is not all, It seams that Schooloraft was not enly an ex=
plorer but a man of letterss On dissovery of the beautiful lake he wrote
a poem, It consists of two stanzas. The last two lives of the first stansza
ere as follows:
As if, in Indian myths, a truth there could be read,
And these were tears, indeed, by feir Itasca shed.
"ind who is Iteasca? There is @n old Indien legend w ich tells about

her. It seems that Itesca was the “aughter of Mensbasho, the Spirit God of

the Chippewas. She was woed by ¢heBladg, the keeper of the souls of the
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dead, but would not go with him, On her refusal the bad cne tears her
away from her home end family. A great storm comes on to protect her, but
too late. Itasca was killed and buried in some heaps of sand near the lake
which now bears her name. The rills that flow from the rocks and sand to

make up the lake are Itasca's tears as she ories for home and friends.

"That is & very pretty story. We should like to think that it is
the origin of a famous word. We would rether that the name Itasca come

from Indien love of the Chippewa country than from the Latin dictiomary.

"However, there is still another explamation, In a government re-
port Schocleraft gave a number of Indian names which might be used in de-
nomineting part of the public domain which wes them being explored very
rapidly and needed names. He then suggested the name I-T A S«C A, from
"Ia' which means "to be'; from "totosh' which means the origin and 'ka'

& terminal inflection. And to further complicate the matter he added that

this name had been applied to the lake in which the Mississippi rises,

- “"There is the story of the name., You may have a Latin, a Chippewa

or & synthetie name, whichever your fancy may take, FPersonally, we like the
story of the Chippewa maide. But irrespective of origin, Itaseca is a very

beautiful name,

"The Chippewas had the Mississippi originating from Itasca's tears.

They also had another story, that of a great elk, the length of two canoces,
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with horns that could split a pine tree. Other elk eceme each year to

visit him and get his advice as to where to eat during the summer., At

one time some hunters from the south csme, They killed the great elk with
& poisoned arrow. The gods were angry, They caused & great rain to fall,
The benks of the lake were overflowed and the water found its way to the
southe The hunters floated over it to their own hunting grounds. That was

the Mississippi, * * »

"The Mississippi still flows, Lake Itasce still sparkles as it did

when Schooleraft first found it, People have had sentiment encugh to save
the great trees wiich surround the lake, Itasca is a splendid name for a

beautiful place.”
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Influx of Lumberjecks - Ce Ce MoCarthy.

"About this time of the fall and a little later, (November) 20 or

25 years ago the men came into Itasca county by the thousands, # * =

"The lumberjacks ceme to all of the prinecipal points of the county
to find their way to the camps where the winter was to be spents Deer River
was the busiest town of all because that community haed tributary to it a
great area of virgin timber. It has been estimated that as meny as 1500 to
2000 men & day have come into Deer River in the fall or their way to the
campss The rush was sudden and in the spring these seme men went out per-

haps at a slower rate, but in the same great numbers,

"Deer River prepared for its ammual flood of lumberjecks by building
several hotels, In faet this town doubtless had more hotels in proportien
to populetion then eny other place in Minnesota, They were great big structures,
At one time there were five of thems Andy Morrisey built the big hotel south
of the tracks known as 'The Ship.' John Sullivan hed snother hotel, John
Howard built the Northern and Jacob Mohr had another large structure, Eli

Loiselle built the hotel that is now (1931) known as the Miller,

"With the exeeption of the Loiselle all of the other hotels went up
in flame and smokes They burned fiercely as would be expscted of structures
made out of pine lumber which was thoroughly dried. Fire would start and

in a few minutes all would be over. It was in thet way that four large

wbuildinga went suddenly into oblivion,
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"The old time lumberjacks had three seascns of travel. First they
osme in, Next they ceme down from cemp about Christmes or New Years to
celebrate and finally they went out. In the older days lumberjacks were
steady workers, They were men who took particular pride in their skill.
They were paid in proportion to the work they did, Then wages beceme more
standard., The employment sgencies sent out the men. Under this eondition
lumber jacks worked as though they were working for the railroad. They did
just a definite smount of work for the man who could chop the best got the
same wages as he who could chop the leasts After a few years of this con-
dition anybody who wished went into the woods, The labor turnover beceme
lerge., Every lumber eamp had its three traditional crews, one coming, one
on the job and the other going. The old time lumberjack, however, was &
man whose chief interest in life was to eut, saw and drink. He did all of

them very efficiently.

"The hotels at Deer River could not accommodate the influx of the
lumberjecks: The rooms were filled up and there is an old story that the
lumberjacks were piled crosswise on the floor of Jacob Mohr's hotel. The
saloons stayed open 81l night for both business eand humanitarian reasons.

It was their busy seasone

"The story of the timber industry in Itasoa county is one of exe
ploitations The timber was cut and takens The men who eut it were eox-

ploited, Taking the lumberjack’s money was the prinecipal task of meny men,
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It was not a very difficult job because mest of the lumberjacks wished to

get rid of their money as rapidly as possibles The first thiag they did was
to offer their tlme checks te be oxchanged for moneys LA genorous sllce of

the time check was taken for the favor of cashing it until & law sponsored

by Cs O McCarthy of Grand BRapids, whem a state semator, stopped that practice.
Many of those who cashed checks over the bar had certain practices which were
good for thelr tradee For instance, a check would net be cashed until the
lumberjack hed been in town two or three hourss DBy that time he wes gemerally
not able to count change correctly or did not care whether or not he had it

at alles The lumberjack came in broke snd lef't the coumtry in just about the
same conditione Of course, there were many exceptioms to this general rules
lany lumberjacks later beceme importsnt loggers. Others became good farmers.

This story siaply tells sbout the gemeral conditions which prevaileds

"The old time lumberjacks were nmot only eolorful, but an able group

of mens Despite thelir proclivities for strong liguor, most of them had high
standarde of personal homory The old %ire lumborjeck followed the woods for

his entire life. He might be reaised in Maine. He ocame to Michigan and then

on o the forests of Wisconsin and Mimmesota. From here he went to the big

woode on the Pacifie coasts Thers may be a few of them lefte The memory of

them still lives among the older residents of the community and the countys"”

[H‘ I require the story of the Merritt family and the iron country,

I can got it all in *Seven Iron Men," by Paul De KruifJ
Ee Ae Se
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Art and Religious Rites of Chippewns

"The Chippewas of Itasca county bave many arts which they have
practiced for some times Most of these arts have a ceremonial or decorative
significance influenced by magic or religious beliefs. Such paintings as

the Chippewas bave done were inspired through eeremonial duties.

"The Indians like color. They paint their houses, when they paint

them in these modern days, a sort of a light colored blues The Indian's desire

for a red blandket and colored beads was a desire for color. Bubt in the earlier

days the Indiens did not have colors, in guantity with which to work.

"There has recently been placed in the National Museum at Washington
the worlds only collection of specimens of the lost Chippewa art of birche
biting. This was practiced 50 or 60 years ago by cerbain tribes of the Chip=
pewa Indiang end the practice is now dead. The art consisted of folding a
thin piece of bireh bark in several places and then biting ovt designs with
the tecths When unfolded the back was perforated with different designs. We
should say that the practice was very mumch like that of cutting out paper dolls
and doing things which magicians do with paper when folded and cut.

"The Indian women of the Chippews tribes of Minnesota and nearby
Canada were at ome time very proficient in this art. With their teeth they

were able to bite out symmetrical, geometric desizns, pictures of flowers,
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enimals and human beingss It is seaid that although the art is recognized

and at timws practiced by women of other Indiean tribes, the Chiprowas were
the only ones who obtained any real proficiemcy at it. This art, however,
has completely pessed eweye ZThe younger Indian women had other interests
and most of the older women who Imew the art have lost thelr teethe. 3Sove
samples of birch~biting were recently obtained from older Chippevas and
have boen placed in the Nebional Museums®
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Captain Jolm Smith, aged Indian

"Captain Jolm Smith was born on Pokegamm lake. # * # The first
tive wo ever saw Captain Joln Smith he was drunk and dancing around a light
post opposite the village lmll in Grend Bapids. He was singing some kind of
en Indian gong and swinging a botile of wihiaky around his heed with one hande
Agling who he was, we ascertainod that it waa Jobn Smdth end that he was an
old Indian, at least 80 years of agee Ten years later he had suddenly becowe
over 100 years of apge and 16 years later, &t about the time of his death, he
had pesithed 116 yoarss lobody lmow bow old Ceptain Jobn Smith was and J Im
Smith did not lmow how old he wase There were no calendgrs in the wigwans
when John Smith firet saw the light of daye The early explorers were doubtless
Just about discovering the source of the Mississippi.

"Zo inguire into the details of Captain Jolm Smith's ege is not
nocessarys Everyone Imew that he was an old Indiane The wrinkles on his face
and his nose showed very old apes HNoreover he was accompanied on his trips,
and partioularly when he was placed on exhibition, Ly a grandson and this grande
son was an old mane So whether or not Jolm Spith was 100 or 116, it makes no
real difference. Iio was olds Vhatever his age, he looked it.

"The treveling men used to try te teach Captain J hm Smith how to

play pokers They soon found out that Jolm Smith lmew more about poler than
they dids Indians like to gamble. Vhen the time comes for the Indien payments
there is an especially large demand for nickels which congtitute the medium of
exchange in an Indian card game. Nowndays we assume that the Indiens do not
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gamble as much as they used to. Their income is very limited and some of
thom want automobiles and ailk stockings just 1lile the white brothers and

sisters dos

"Of ocurse, Indian names and traditions oling around about every=
thing. In Itasea county, Pokegams, Vebans and Winnitigoshish are the names
of three lakes. The village of Tarba is a contragtion of the indian temm
Warbasibi, which meens White Swan, The leosaba yange gets i%s reme froa the
Indian term descoribing the height of land or the blue topped hillss The
spelling from the Chippewa should be Misega=bee It wms this spelling which
the lerritts and others who discovered iron ore on the mosaba range incorporate

ed inbo the name of the Duluth, lfissabo and Horthern railway,

"The Indian in Itesca county and northeastern limnesota is not looked
upon now as a ouriosity but more as a problems What to do with the Indlans is
sn old problems In the sarlier days it was solved by simply driving them back
farther into the woodse Nowmdays that cammot be donees The Indian lilkes to
harvest orops which ho does not have to elther sow or cultivates Io wente bis
harvest ready for him snd when fish do not bive, ducks do not fly, the rice

orop is flooded oub or the blusberries frosted, the Indian hes hardshipse Vhen

their oredit has boen exhaustod in the stores the white brothers who sell them

morchandise petition the white fathers at Washington to send out sowe money end
the Indians are given & peyment. Usually the payment money is gone before it

comwss LHowovey, such & condition is not confined to the Indian tribes.
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Larly Business lien

Charlos Js Bireh, Sr., (oow of Duluth ?) was one of the early
tuginess wen of Grand Rapids ocrmunitye

"Potter and Company was one of the leading mercantile coneerms of
northern Minnesotae Iys hepdquarters were at Aitlkdn and in 1887 it established
& branch store in Grand Rapldss Ips chilef business was to sell supplies to
the logpers who wore then in the midet of extensive operetions in this sectione
lye Birech came to Grand Rapids In 1087 as manager for Pobtter and Compauy's

tusineese I remained hore sbout @ years It was an interesting yeare

“Grend Rapids was very, very newe lre Birch remsubors (es rovealed
in an interview by the He Re in Hove 1981) that Ce Ce Knox was ancther merclent
of the commmity at that timos There were threo scloons on the morth side of
the river and one on the soubhe Fotter and Conmpany®s store was located in the
log buildings which have been owmned by Leroy Wiwaton for many yearse In suwmer
the steambont, indy Gibson, brought up the supplies from Aftkin, In winber

thoy oame in overland by sleighs.

"iire Birch remembers some of the evenits of 1887« The winter of

18587=88 was & very cold winter, for in cne woek the tempersature was no warmer
than 20 degrees below soro and the thormemetor registered es low as 52 degrees.

It was not only cold out of doors but eold inside the Potter and Company store.
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The desk at which lire Birch worked was wear the stoves The ink was kepb
near or on the stove and it would frecze on the pen when My Hirch was
doing some of his bookkeoping worke That winter was marked by deaths fyom

eXpOBUrSe

"Une toamstor was at the Pobter store loeding & sleigh with supplies
for logging operations in the Bigfork countrye He book & few too many drinks
and wheon watering the horees wandered mwey from the teams. A fow hours later

he was found with his legs frosen to tho knoes and arms frozen to the elbowss

He was teken to la Prairie where arms and legs were auputated but thc(expolure

and the operations were fatal,

"Spring come at last and the Mississippi had lobs of weter in cone
trast to its present condition.(written in 1981)s It overflowed its banks.
lion floated into Bob MoCabe's saloon in cances, would take & drink from the
bar and wash it down with water dipped from that surrounding the bars

"In 1607 there wus clsc a smelipox epifendc whioch took the lives
of many lndians and lumdberjacks. Altogether it wus & bad year. Nevertheless,
lre Birch believed that Crend Rapids was to be the bost tomn in the northem
part of the states Ieo urged Fotter and Company to malke it the beedguarbers
for its mercantile operations. Vhen the company rofused to do this he lofb
its employ. He now (1981) lives in Duluths Iis son, Charles Je Dirch, Jre,
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is goneral suporintendent of tho Duluth, Messabe and Northern Railroad and
£o a cortain extent has followed in the foolsteps of his father who came
north to work for the Northern Pacific road in 1870

"Thore wes no bridge .eross the Missiscippl at Gremd Rapids in
897, Nr. Birch mas ono of the men who believed that a bridge was necessary
for the towme He dvow up n subsoription list and headed it with a eontribue
sdon of $10400 for the construction of & siuple wood structure which was later
replaced by tho bridge which will soon give wny to the new conorete arch now
being constructed (1981)s The firet bridge acrvoss the ississippi was built
- in 1888,

"Crand Repids was & simple town 44 years ago. (that would be 1887)
The saloons and the stores wore the meeting pleces for all kinds and sorte of
peoplo. Strong men walked to Grand fapids to wreatle with other strong nehe

Thero wae plenty of work and plenty of playe

"The temperature of the winber months may not have changed ruch

sinco Nre Bireh's day in Imsea. DPut the winters hevee Theon it was logoing,
feverish activity, the harvost seasons Now mwh of the county sottles dowm

to tending furnace and milking cows.

"Hoy scout activities ere very importent throughout this whole
seootion of northoustemn Minnesotae It was rathor inberesting o leam * ¥ *

that theve is = trosp of Doy scoubs among the Indisn boys et Hed Lalee * *
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Ve should think that tesching an Indisn to build & fire would be a rather
superfivcus taske However, there is very mmch more to the boy scout aotw
ivities than hiking and cempings Indien boys can got as mmoh out of the

precepts of the order as anyono olsee

"A belf contury ago cemping and hiking were not aeg much pleasure
as they are todays Then a man had to hike and comp in order to work and live.

% & A wen who took one blanket end pub & pack sack on his back and sterted

to walk from Grend Papids do Minneapolis in the middle of the wintesr, 40 or 80

yeurs ago lmew his omnping and his hikdng.




Grand Rapids Hereld Report
Swmer
July 26, 1040

Decenbey 2, 1981
Street NamesL otce

"Grand Rapids is to a very great degroe the offspring of DBrainerd.
While some mem at Altkin, among them Te Re Foley, were imterested in the ese
tablisiment of the village it wes Brainerd capital which bought the towmsite
and developed it. Among those in about 1860 who were identified with Brainerd
and also with Grand Bapids were the Hartley brothers, of whonm Ge Ge Hartley
wee the best kmown in this immediate sectlomn through a lomg eontaet with the
village and the countys Others from Urainerd who helped to lay oub the ore

iginal townsite were Newbon licFadden, a Brainerd druggist, and Frenk Thompson,

an official of Crow Wing county to which Itasoa was sc long atiached.

"Leland Avenue which goes clear through the villege from the top of
the hill to the lal® was named for Warren Leland, & Brainerd roal estate mane
There were two other Leland brothers, Henry and Sem, who engaged in logging and
other activities in this sections Leland was quite a name in Grand Rapide in
the 1880%s. It is still a good nemes

"The first judge of the district court %o serve this immediste
sootion of Minnesota was Judge Sleeper of Srainerd. Conseguently, when the
new village at the head of navigation was laid out there was a Sleeper Averies
Hoffman was a Brainerd druggist and thus there is Hoffman Avmuo. Since there
are so many children up towards the north end of this street, it has been in-
formlly christened Roosevelt Avemw. If any changes in names are made, we
wizht subsbibute Roosevelt for Hoffmans (Was this ever dmme?)
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"I northern Mimnesota had a "big shot' 40 yevars age that man
was Cy Fy Kindred of Srainords e owned a lot of Brainerd, including the
waterworks and from what we imegine, the eity halls Vhen Hs Ds Powors came
to Grand Eapids he had been working as seeretary of the water company which
lire Kindred owned, Kindred also had a great deal to do with lands and wes
closely comnected with the Horthern Pacific railroad snd its wast holdingse

findred svenue was nemed for this mane

"Co Pe Kindred was rich and powerful and wished to go to congress
from the great district which included mich of Northern Mimmesota. Ho spent

lots of moneys If he had been olected in these days after his large exponde

itures there would have been an investigation. His opponent was Knute Nelson.
Kindred got all of the votes, snd then some, up this way, as might be expected.
There were only two or three hundred voters in the whole of what is Itaseca
county in 1888 or thereaboutss Kindred, it is reported, got severnl thousand
from the precinots of Itasdoans While he got all of the votes from the woods,
Enute Helson took all of the Scandimavien votes from the preiries and Kmute
Helson went to congress end then on up. The Horweglans and the Swedes had
been so busy settling up the state that they did not realisze that they had

any political power until HKnute Nelson showed them what they misht doe Co Fe
Kindred deserved an avenue in a now town.
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"IThe neme of Houghton should never be removed from an avenue
in Grand Repids, Captain Houghton ran the boats on the Mississippi river
from Aitkin to Grand Rapidss He first built a small one; then a largey
one and theun came the Andy Cibson which wee the largest and the last. To
operate a boat on the Mississippi river in the early days required a great
deal of practical ability, courage and & high degree of optimimme To come
up strean when the water was low was & real taask, Everybody pushed at the
groater emorgenciess In the early days Grend Rapids received gverything
that it pot on the boats. Defore the railroad came Capbain Houghbon wes the
boss of transportation up in this neck of the woodss He lald out an ade
dition To the village and an avenue was named for hims Io was both prome

inemt and thrifty.

"liaturally the loggers left thelir mamss on the village maps Siupe

son avenne was named for Sean Slnpsons * * ¥ g was ong of the well knowm
charactors of the day when men were rough and ready. The Delaitires lof%

their nang on Dolaitirs avenliee * ¥ &
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Visions of Grand Rapids' Founders

As in the case of most now commmities, thoss who platted
lands at Creand Rapids bed visions which have nover materialised, Forly
yoars ago this commmity was a groat cemter of loggings Then iron ore was

found om the Megaba renge it was thought that the greatest deposits lay on

the western end of the range and that Grand Rapids would be & great mining

cenbers Irrespective of prospects, the market for towm lots was good and
when there is a market it mmst De supplied. Thus many additions to the
village were laid out after the original towm gite had been platteds The
platted areas ran up and dowmn the rivere A tomn thres or four milos sguare
and large enough to accomwodate §0,000 people was laid out. Wild forties
were sold for additions to the village and after being platited property
for many years some of them reverted to cow pastures and their strects and

avenues have beeu erased from the wape™
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Jumos Js Hill, The Great Northern, & Iron Ore

"Janos J¢ Hi1l and the Creat Nerthera Iron Ore properties
soourod their start im the iron ore business in Itasea county. Then the
Creat Northern Railway Company bought the benlorupt Duluth end Winipeg
Rilread, it obtained title to some ten or twelve thousand acres of land
in Itasea and Sty Louls countless Letor Jameés J¢ Hill, afber viewing the
Vehoning mine and seolng the posslbilities for iren ore transportation,

purchased the Duluth, Mississippi River and Northern Reilrond. This was

called in this sectiom, the Wright end Davis Road and it was oporated by

fomd Wy Vright and Charles I Davis of Saginaw, Michigem, It extended from
{ibbing through Swan River snd to the Mississippl River at Jacobscne The

railroad Iater becsme the Swan River branch of the Great Northerm. With the
purchaso, went about twenty«five thousand sores of Wright and Davis lands on

the Mesaba Range,

"On these lands end others, were found iron ores which Mre Hill
bolieved would total botween four humdred and six lmmdred million tonse
Various corporations were formed to held these universal landse later the
Great Northorn Iron Ore FProperties was created and this organisation has dise
tributed at least sevanty-five million dollars to those who hold ite certile

icates, * * *
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"In 1907 the United Statos Steol Corporation mede lcases of
the Greet Horthern ore landse # * ¥ On Janumry 1, 1916 the Steol Core
poration withdrew from the operation of Croat Norchern propertiogs # # #
"The ability or the good fortung of James Je Hill Las ueent
mmch $o the Great Horthern Rallyroads Three lines of railroad reach from
the Mesabs range to The line of ruill which extends through Grend Rapids
to Duluths In the busy seescn, the trains follow sach other every hour or
so. HNorthosstorn Minmnesota has boen s profitable section to those railroads
which lave been fortunete emough to have iron ore to caryy # # %, Inan
intorview with Ve We Folwell in 1907, lre Hill said '"Thers, Nres Folwell, this
map shows ore lands worth six lundred millicu dollars, ore or loss. All of
this I could have kept as my om, bub I have twmed 1T over to the @tock=

holders of the Credt Northern Railway Companys No man cares less for noney

than I does I have enough for myself and sy familyy wiy should I urden

mysell with all this w
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Events of Importence in 1894.

1084 wae & big year in the history of Crand Repids. Om Seturday,
September 15; of that year, appeared the Crand Rapids Hewrald which was soon
to becoms the Herald-Review, The telephone gystem was completed in that
yoar, and the wmterworks were built (?7) The first electrie lights %o glow in
the village of Grand Rapids appeared on Thanksziving night in 1894 at tho time

of opening the Polegame Hobel,

The opening of this hotel was the event of events, and, in the
language of the Herald, “the handsome costumes of the ladios and tho taste=
ful attire of the gentlemsn pgave a very pleasing appearance to the assewblage
on the eve of the opening banguet and balls There was a bowmbtifuvl Thanksgiving
dinner and at 10 o'clock the first olectriec light glowed at the hotele Soon
the entire building was lighted with great brilliancy and cheer after cheer ree

sounded throughout the dining room and lobly,"

¥The tuilder of the Pokegmms hotel wae Di My Gum, who for half
a century has had a most importemt comnection with Grand Rapids and Itaseca
countys. The completion of the FPokegama was a big event in his 1ife though it
ws & hard task ¥o finance a hotel during the hard times that were in existe

ence following the panic of 1853,

"lre Gum first came to Grand Rapids in 1882. Is was born in Canadas

Heny of those who helped to develop northern llimmescta camé to the United States
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from various Canadisn provinces. Dy I Cusn, af'ter spendiing & seasmm in
sarpenter work in North Dakota, came with throo companioms $o Adtkin. A1l
wore planning to come into the woeds %o work. IHowever, lire Gumn socured
a job as & clerk in & hotel run by Carl R Douglas at Altkin end inm 18082
he came to Grand Rapids ¢o look after & hotol and stopping place that lire

Douglas had here and which gtood near the present site of the papor mille

"Crand Dapide wss werys very néw in 1888 There wmure & few stores

X

and saloonss I a pereon know his directions properly, wnlking through the
woods and a coupls of swaups would bring the traveler to Crystel lake which

2 o —— a (18 W g & onsvnd 2 o pa
Or oD Jyears fiter the founding

&

of the village wie considerod on the oube
skirbs of Sown, Jaturally the hotels of the early days catered to the lunborw
Jeck trades Drunkez lwberjacks were interesting for awhile Lut they soom
grow tiresome and aftor & fow months of service Mre Guun went to Evainerds
There he ocame in contact with the men wiw lald out end founded the village

of Grand Rapidse Tem yoars after his fipst visit he relwmed to Grand Rapids
as the omner of the Pologamm hotels His flrst structure bumed and within

e fow months afber this disaster the new Pokeopaus was construdtoed.

"The Pokegama hotel has soen many things. Undoyr ite rocfs have
slept the mor who have played a vory intimate eand importent pest with every
activity in Grand Rapids end northern linnesotas. The Polepgama could tell
many an interesting story if it could talks Some of those stories would deal
with politics. Ofhers would concern mines and tivbers Nany a Lish story
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has been teold in the Pologams and many are the humters who have added

to their exploits as the hospitality of the hotel has added to their comforte
If the Pokegame oould tell just half of what it lnows, theve would be emough
history to £i11 & library,

"It was in 1804 that D, Me Cunn was elocted & member of the Mimne
esota House of Hepresemtativess After some years of service there he retired
from politics, but in 1904 he was brought back into public service againe This
tive ho served two terms of four years as state senator from this district. I
loocked after the interests of his constituents and did not meke speechose

"ihen Do s Guwan came to Grand Rapids a helf century ago this coming
year, there was nothing here except some trees to out and some Indismg. Since
that time agriculture, as it is found today, has beon developed. Since 1882
the iron ore deposits of the liesaba renge have been discovered. The villages
on the western end of the lMesaba renge have been builts In them are banks
and lire Cunn is president of six of them, for since the sale of the Pokegamm

hotel, approximately 156 years ago, his tine has been devoted o baniking and

%o othor interests. * * #

"Grand Rapids was & rough and mgged commmity in its earlier days.
The industry which surrounded it made it that way. lNany young men who came
to the village and to Itpsca county sucoumbed %o the bad influence which were
constantly about thems Those who did not were perheps all the stronger and
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better as the result of a broad experience with 1ifes From the very out=

got, however, Grand Rapids possecsed citizens who desired to build a

subgtantial commmity and the year 1804 with all of its civic achievenments

perhaps ranks as the most important in the entire history of the sommmity,"
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Christoms Tine

"Christmas time in Ifases county is today quite different than

it was a quarter of & century or more agos

"Phe most extensive oLservance of Christmms comes to communities

where there are families, homes, schools, and plenty of childrens The

Christmas of the earlier days in the lumber camps wps in quite a contrast

to that of todays When the pine was being cut there were fow homes, few
churches and few women and childrem around about the cownmtry to make an
excuse for Christmas celebration. Christmas was thus more or less of a date

on the calendars

' "The holidays were busy times in the lumber camps. It was usually
the best part of the year in which to cut and hendle timber. The men would
come in in the fall and probably work for from 30 to 60 days in making proe=
parations and cuttings Lumber canps did not close down for Christmas though,
the day was generally observed as one of rests Somo of the more thirsty ameng
the men in camp might break away for a ghort drunk but it was 20t considered
in good form to le ve the ocamp during the middle of the semson and indulge in

a long sproce

"There was very little liguor around lumber campse Those who
operated camps knew the weakness of their men and the rules against whiskoy
were very strict * # * Opoe in & while at one of the camps, especially at
smaller cemps which were mm by individusls, some beer and whiskey would be

brought in to help to observe Christuas or Hew Years. The quantity that was
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brought to the eamp; however, was limited: Thero wms just emough to give

a feeling of satisfaction without permitting eany drunkennesss

"Christmas day was marked by some little mddition attention to the
appetites There was usually a little extra food of the kinds that the mem
most liked on the Sables. The cock also madoe minse pie or did a few extra
things of that kind to observe the day: Sometimos some chicken or turkey would

appear on the table: There was always planty to eat in the lumber eamps, parte

icularly during the later days of logging and Christmms was marked by some

additional efforts on the part of the worthy cook and his assistantse

"Camps differed very much in their natures. In some camps there
was & group of mem who simply ate, worked and slept, There was little or mo
visiting and not very muwch funs Af nine o'elock the 1li:-hts were out and everye
one was supposed to be in his bunks Long before the winter daylight everyone
was at work. At mealtime there was supposed to be no talking. Sunday was the
day to eleep a little longer and do the washing, which each man did for himself
on the Sabbath morning. Lumber eanmps were rather strict and very busy places
and no wonder that when the spring brealup camo the vast majority of the men

wished to celebrate in the well nown marmers

“Howover into some of the eamps would come men who were tallative
and friendly. Into the woods drifted many kinds of people and it was not sure
prising to find at lumber camps men who had had @ large experience in other acte
ivities, even to the stago. S. D, Patrick tells of ventriloquists, sleighteofe
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hand mon and oircus performers who had in some way or other gotten inte lumber
campss JNaturally they used their talents to entertein othors and Christmes
days and Saturday ovenings were marked by varieties of entertaimment, In
many camps there were fiddlors and there would be dancess Tho men who were
to take the part of women tied handkerchiefs around their arms. There was
dancing & large part of the night, interspersed with exhibitioms of Jigging,
and clog dancinge Sometimes in the later days of logging, when there was &
gsottlement in the wooded area, thoss who worked in lumber camps would, on Sate
urday evening, attend basket socials snd other enterteimments and many of them

took guite a part in the comamity affairs of the wooded frontiers

"Lumberjacks could not be described as a religious peoples They
did not take oreed or religion vory sericusly. Iraveling ministors came to
the cemps and preacheds lany of them, of dourse, did a great deal of good
and they were always treated with respects As a matter of fact, those who

werked in the woods had, as far as can be known, but on genoral weaknesss That

‘was the desire to use strong drinks JNany of those who worked in the woods be-

came successful loggers and lumbermenes MNany of them became leaders in sommmne
ities and sbates.

"There were three distinct types of men, who came with the woodse
The oldbime lumberjack was a Yankee who came from Maine or perhaps from lower
Cenada, He was of good American stock whose parents had fellowed woods work
as their ocoupation in life. Vhen the woods of Maine were out these lumbere

jacks came to Michigan, then on to lMinnpsota and later perhaps went to the big
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woods farther weste Following theom came the Scandinavians, the lorwegians

and Swedes, strong, big won of the woods, many of whom stopped their work in

camps to build and develop farms in the eutover regiom. Following this group

came the mixed elements whigh the labor agencies sent out to the lumber campse
These men were everything from elmost everywheres Somwe of them were experienced
in the woods and others were nots To the oldtime lumberjack cutting and sawing
were aluost & professions He began work inm the woods as a youth and followed

it as long as he eould swing an ax or dreaw a saws"
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ITroaty of 1855 = Saloons

"Imediately before the world war there existed in this section
a special sentiment for two things. One was tec keep liquer eway from the
Indians, the other was to keep white people from drinking:s The agitation
which later resulted in the 18th amendment wes at its height when it was
discovered that an old Indian treaty executed in 1855 prohibited the sale
of liquor in & large territory in a considerable part of which there were

no Indians,

®The Indisns liked liguor and the white brothers have both supplied
it o him and have tried to keep it amy from him, * # # In 1051 Gideon He
Pond, editor of the Dekota Frieond and a men who knew the Indians told of their
desire for drink as follows:

"Twelve years ago they bade fair to die, . altogether, in one
drunken jumbles Thoy must be drumk « « they could hardly live if
they wore not drunk - « many of them secmed as wneasy when sober as
& fish does when on lands At some of the villages they were drmk
months together.s Thore was no end to ite They would have whiskeye
They would give guns,; blankets, pork, lard, flour, corm, coffee, sugar;
horses, furs, traps, anything, for whiskey. I; was made to drink - it
was good ==it ws walen,. Thoy drank it, =esthey bLIb off each other's
noses ==droks eanch other’s ribs and heads, thay kmifed sach othor,
They killed one another with gunes, kmives, hatshets, e¢lubs, fireo-
brandes they fell into fire and weter and were buwned to death, or
drowneds they froze to death, and committed suicide so freguently that,
for a time, the death of an Indian in sows of *he weys mentioned was
but little thought of by themselves or otherse!

"Fhen treaties with the Indians were negotieted many of them pro~

vidod that mo liguor should be sold within certain aresass This wms true of

the treaty of 1860¢ Iowever this treaty had gvidently been forgotten until
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about 1916, At that time the govermment was having & large amount of trouble
with the sale of ligquor to Indians. lot every saloon would openly sell over
the bar to the Redskine, But the mmjority of them would and the federal agents

aseortained this well mown fact without mmch difficulty.

"Ts> handle the situstion easily and directly the old treaty wes
revived, It was foumd to include net only the territory in which the resorme
tions were found, but it extended south of the Indian settlemcnts, west a

long ways, and east as far as Chisholm on the liosaba ranges Hibbing or Chige

holm never saw an Indian except on special sccoasions but their seloons were

elosed up together with thosse of Grand Rapids and all of the rest of the comw
mmitios on the wostern end of the liesaba,

"The Indien sgsnts did a most thorough and scmplete jobs Vhile
public sentiment wvas not altogether in favor of reviving a sixty year old treaty,
nevortheless, tho ssloom was very unpopulars People were ready to have them
closed up whether or not there were Indisns around. The saloonkeeper who did
not volunterily closs his place was ziven & visgit and Carrie Hation with her
hatchet never did a bebtter job of execubion of bottles and kogs then did Pussye-
foot Johmson's mens Deer, wine and old whiskios flowed dowmn the sowors and
broken bottles and staved in barrels were thrown into the cormers ligst of the
men who were in the ealoon business were expecting to have to quit sometine,

but thoy didn't expect tho summons to como quite so sooms In Grand Bapids
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there were sbout 20 mmloons to slose upy in Deer River there was about a
dosen and some of the rangs towns in thoss earlier days hed nearly as many

saloons as thoy had houses,

"Some of the saloonkeepers thought there wms nothing to the treatys
Thoy argued that 1t was too old to have its effect but the courts sustained

the actions of the Indisn agents whem a definite test was mades + *

"Prohibition and Indian treaties lave not kept liquor amy from
the Red Man. It is to be adnitied that the Indlam is not very diseriminating

in his tastes for strong drinks e does not speculate as to how old or how

pure anything that is offered to him may bes  If he ean got it down his throat

without taking the enamel from his teeth he drinks it, A very popular drink
on the reservetion in late years has been Ycanned heat.' It ean doubtless
Justly bo said that most of the Indians have more use for their money to buy
food than to buy moonshine and doubtless if it could be correctly ascortained
it is probably true that the Indisns of today have nc strenger passion for

liquor than do their white neighbors."
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Beang = Camp food,.

Then the French first came into Mimnesota, pea soup was their
prineipal food. Combined with salt or pickled pork inte a thiek soup 1t

was a real foody easily produced.

Alexander MoKenzie wrote & history of the fur trade, in which we
find that when he was at Grand Rapids; in 1801, the dist of the inhabitants was

a bit more warieds

"The proprietors, clerks, guides and interpreters mess together,
to the number of sometises & hundred, at several tables, in one large hall,
the provision consisting of bread, selt pork, beef, hams, fish and venison,

butter, peas, Indian corn, potatoes, tea, spirits, wine, etec., and plenty

of milk, for Ii';ioh'purpone several mileh cows are constantly kepte The

mechaniecs have rations of such provision, but the cancemen, both from the
Horth and Montreal, have no other allowance here, or in the voyage, than
Indian corn and melted fat. The eorn for this purpose is prepared before

it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a strong alkali, which takes off the
outer husk; it is then well washed, and carefully dried upon stages, whem

it is it for uses One guart of this is boiled for two hours, over a meoderate
fire, in a gallon of water; to which, when it has boiled a smll tine, are
added two ounces of melted suet; this causes the corn to split, and in the
tine mentioned makes a pretty thieck pudding. If to this is added a little

salt (bubt not before it is boiled, as it would interrupt the operation) it
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mekes & whelesome, palatable food, and easy of digestion, This quantity is
fully suff'iclent for a man's subsistence during twenty~-four hours; though it
is not sufficlently hearbening to sustain the strength necessary for a state
of active labors The Americans eall this dish hominee."

"Baked beans have had the most important role in sustaining emergy
and strength for the work of the woods and a new sountry. The baked bean is
Jjust about as old as the nation itselfs It was a standby in New England and
quite a few families in Mimmesota still eling to the old New England custom
of baked beans, hot on Saturday evening and cold for breakfast Sunday morninge

"Beans were the outstanding food of the lumber camps. *# * * Deans
also combined well with pork to make that most famous partnership of pork and
beanss Deans were brought into Grand Rapids for lumber camps by the tone * * *

"lio breakfast was complete without several stacks of flapjacks. It

was quite a job to make emough cakes for & hundred hungry men and the cook and
his assistants were on the job early: There was plenty of ocoffee and the tea

was strong enough to tan the insides of those who were not accustomed to it.

"Wild rice was the favorite food of the Indian. Now under normal
conditions the Indian cen sell most of his rice for a good price, for Fifth
Avenue has taken to wild rice within the past fow yoars and what was once a

drug on the market now is in good demand,"
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Schools
From an old minute book of the board of education of School
Distriet Nos 1, Itasea countys The book has 200 pagess In it, in long hand,
are written the minmutes of the board for the peried from July 30, 1884 to larch
11, 1908 It is evident from the minutes that the school district at that time
included all of Itasea sounty.

The members of the school board in 1864 were Hs Re King, Es As Kremer
and Charles Kearney, who was clerk and in whose handwriting the minutes for three

or four years appear,

During the period covered by the book there were three clerks of the
school district, Charles Kearney, Mary Ehle and lirss Cs Cs lMoCarthy, There was
alse quite a change in the board membership, though there were almmys three

members, as at present. (7)

In 1896 there were 11 teachers employed in the district. Milton Todd
was the prineipal of the schools and there were teachers for the sgix gradess Bve
idently there was no school beyond the sixth grade in 1896 for there is no mens
tion of the employment of teachers for higher grades In addition to the em=
ployment of teachers for the Grand R.pids schools, teachers were employed for
Swan River, Cohasset, Deer River and Blackberry. lNre. Todd as principal received
$86 por monthe Some of the teachers received §50 per month and others $40. E. Te
Carroll was later employed as superintendent of schools at Grand Rapids for $1000

a years The budget estim-te of expenses for operating the schools for a year as
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presented to the board on July §, 1897, was $12,600.

One of the most important pleces of business in 1895 was the
erection of the new schools This school is now lmown as the Central Sechool (?)
The old building which had served before that time was moved to ome corner of
the block and bids were received for the new school during the summer. Sclwmrts
end Spindler got the contract at $21,482, In addition there were heating and
other contracts bringing the cost to arcund $30,000.

Poplar firewood was bought for §1440 a cord, tamerack for §2.25,
and it appears that Je¢ M. Romens fwrnished some jack-pine to the school district

for §1.756 a cords

Mrs. MoCarthy began her work as clerk on July 5, 1888, By that time
some high school work had been established and the district required emother
new schools It was about three years, however, before & separate building

for the high school was started, At the meeting of July 19, 1902, the budget

for expenses for the district was set at $20,000 and $30,000 was set aside for

the erection of & new high schools. Bids were received for the school as it was
later constructed for approximetely §32,000 with heating and plumbing and ad-
ditional costs of from $5,000 to $6,000.

In 1802 a petition was received for a school at Bigfork and schools
had been established at Trout Lake, near Pokegams Lake and beginning at aboub
this time every mecting secmed to contain a petition for a school in the out-
lying sectionse Most of these schools were not expensives The first Troub

Lake school cost $125 and the first school econstyucted at Warba cost §145. A
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school at Cow Horn lake was built late in 1902 and in 1005 the high school

at Grand Rapids was ready for occupanocys

In the winter season of 1900«1201 smallpox was very i)rovalont in

Itasos county, and all ohildren were required to have a certificate showing

that they had been vaccinated.

Transportation was not easy then;, and there was no transportation

of studemts, or aid to those who wont to schools
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Roads

"Ce M, King first came to Itasca county =s a homesteader in the

Bigfork valley. Educated as a schoolteacher and & lawyer, he taught one of

the first schools near Effie. * * * After some time &t his home in Effie he

moved to Deer River where he was superintendent of schools and where he prac-

ticed law.

"It was 8§ counbty comiissioner from the first distriet in Itasca
county that Mre. King became best kmown, His commissioner district was larger
than many counties of the state. It wes wild and undevelopeds C. M. King
had & passion for roads, * * ¥ [o pleaded for every penny the county would
allow him for highway cconstruction. He would go in debt for roads. Ie gave
all of his personal energy and attention to highwmys. Iie worked on the road
guestion days and evidently dreamed about it at night and if is interesting ¥o
recall the faoct that several years before the trunk highway system in Minnesota
was created, Cs My King told of his idea of the same plan that is now followed

for financing and construction of a trunk highway system.

"Mr, King's conception of the road problem was far in advance of
his time and most of the roads which he laid out are still in use because he

planned that they should begin and terminate at definite places.

"lot only as an spostle of good roads was Ce. M. King prominent, but
he was prominent in the Democratic party and he took a leading part in matlers

pertaining to development. He wore & long-tailed coat and a broad-brimmed hat
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and he was always going somewhere or doing something.

A story is told about Ce ls King as comnissioners. A long list
of names was submitted by each commissioner for jury services The rest of
the comnissioners looked over Mr. King's and gasped. All of them were Jolme

sons, 40 or 50 of them, all from district one in Itasos county.”

Says the editor of the Herald-Review, in the issue of January 20,

"Porsonally we well remember attending a citizenship heariag in
Grand Rapids some 12 or 15 years agos A large number of Finnish people from
the western part of the county were beconing oitizens and Re Kv Doe of Duluth,
who was naturalizetion of ficer, was exanining all of the prospective eitlizens.
Ho asglod then the usual questions as to who was sovernor and congressman and
guestions with whiech pecple are supposed to be familiar. That day C. I King
WaS governor, congreossman, senator and everything but president of the United
States. Vhon the guestion was asked as to who oceupled any importent office
the {irst name that came to a Finnish person from western Itasca county was
that of Ce Ms Kinge Only death interrupted or could have interrupted Iiire

King's service as comnissioner from his district."

"The Ce Me King home at Deer River, in whioh Stafford King, state

auditor from to was raised, wvas a very

busy home. Along about nine o'elock in the morning, even carlier, people would




CGrand Rapids Herald Report
Sumer
July 26, 1940

Jonuvary 20, 1932
(continuads

come in to eonsult the commissionere Ve never went to the Ce Me King home
that we wore not asked to stay for dinner and that everyone else who came
was not asked to participate in a meals Along about 11 o'cleck Mrse King
would look in from the kitchen end size up the task that was before her. The
telephone or the doorbell was ringing all the times One person would wish
some relief from the county poor funds which were then in the hands of the
conmisaioners for expenditures Another one wished a roads There were fre=
quent consultations about roed building methods and the work which was ime
portant to many a new setiler was distributed around as the comnissioner
thought bests A tolephono message would roquest that lre King bring out some
spavin cure on his wext visit or do some crrend for some persoa out in the

countrys The telephone preceded the road and Mr, King wasnet only an offiecial

but an errend boy for the whole countryside. * % »%
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Speeial lote

Fur Ferming in Grand Repids.

Ascertain all about fur farming business of lr. He As LeSusur

and the Dunce Brothers. Anybody else in thoe fur farm business there?
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Drinking Liquor

Probably no one has had a mich lerger experience with lumbere
jacks than George Arscott of CGrand Rapids. For over 30 years he worked with

them in the woods, cooked for them, employed them in his owm timber operations.

Hie started almost as a boy, in Michigan, Ie worked there for the

Itasca Lumber Companys. Then he came here where he was employed by Wright &

Davis, Price Brothers, Dempsey & Dougherty, and other well kuowm early operators.

For ten years he logged cn his own account, Ie hag given mmch time to publie
sorvices He wms president of the Crend BRepids village couneil for sume years,

and a long time chalrman of the board of School District Nos Ones

"Tha lumberjacks of Michigan and the early woods workers of this
section were mighty mens Thoy were from Maine, Canada, Scotland, In fact
lre Arsoott said that he had worked for eight years in the woods before he
saw a Scandinavisn at a lumber cemps The carlior lumberjacks were profession=

2l woodsmen from wooded countries.

George Arscott cannot spsak oo highly of the mem of the woodse He
thinks that they were the Dest lot of men ever assembled in any one industrys
They were exoeedingly loyal to their employerss That was a lumberjack charace
teristice Some of them worked year in and year out for the same operators

They Inew the boss and the boss knew theme They worked together on a basis of
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mrtual recpect.

*Ihe lumberjack was & Lard workers He gave his job all that he had.
Lie took pleasure In being able to do & good day's works There was competition
es to who could best chiop, Gaw or handle logas Cuttinz down pine trecs was a
profession, It was the 1life work of most of the men who fellowed the woods.

Many of them went west to the big timber whem the pine of northern Minnesota

hod boen oub, and soms of the old-timers from this ssction ecould go to Oregen

and Wgshington and see many of the men with whom they worked years agos

"Ihe real lumberjack wes & man of most kindly dispositions A tean=
ster would take betler care of his Lorses than he would of himselfs There wms
no such thing as d¢isrespect for women. Money had little wvalue exsept to give
eway or buy something to drinks The lumberjack's semse of humor may have been
a little coarse, but it was keen and to the points The lumberjack becams a
_ romenbic character because he possessed sertain very splendid and outstending

gualities on whlch romance could be builte * ¥ &%

"The lumberjack had but one fault, the desire to drink: That was
& common falling but Mre Arscolt says that it was not one that was confined only
to the lumberjack in the early days of Ipascas Drinking was the common fault
of many peoples The lwberjack did more of his &t one time. Ip worked hard
all winter, came into town in the spring and in a few hours of tiuwe the strong
shrowd men of the woods became about as responsible ag chiliren. Their money
was spent or stolens The weeks and months of effert went for nothing. Put there

was another winter aliead,
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"Some of the men did mot drink, saved their money, went into
business for themselves or bought land and timber. Thoy were the exceptionse
* % %

"When logging was at its heizht from four to five thousand men
worked in the ecamps tributary or near to Grand Rapidss That ereated a great

deal of activity., Crand Rapids was busy, very busys. So was Doer River. As

high as 1600 mon would come into Deer River in a day during the fall when the

camps were starting. Its four large hotels were filled to overflowing and

scores of men slept on the saloon floorse * * %
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Rivers = Logging

"The rivers were the early arteries of transportation in Itasca

county. The first logs to be cut were harvested near to the lakes and rivers

and floated down to the mills as far down the Myssissippl as Winona and Keokulc,

"The three iwvportunt rivers in Ipasce county from e logging stand=
point are the Mississippi, the Prairie and the Bigfork, which flows north to=
ward the Rainy, The first logs to be cut in this section were naturally out
on the banks of the Mssissippi, loaded inte the water and allowed to find
their way soutlward.

A letter from Jolm Gilmore of Mimneapolis to his friemd C, L, MNarr
of Grand Rapids tells how Gilmore and others ceme on a {latboat from Altkin
to what is now Grand Rapids in the fall of 1872, lre Gilmore at the time of
writing that letter was ome of the very few men left who had ecut logs in
Itasca at so early a dates There was not even a shanty of any kind on the
site of Crand Rapids at that times Gilmore was working with Gil Hemson, Andy
Gibson gnd Wes Day and these men spotted a tote road up the Prairie river to
the mouth of Clearwater brook: During that winter there was considerable act-
ivity on the Prairie. Wes Day had four camps on Clearwater brook and Hill
Lewrence had two ecamps on the lake that was later named fer him, Lawrence lalke,
The four men who were in sharge of Wes Day's camps were Dan Day, Henry Seunders,
Tom Costigan and Jim Joness Chris Burns and Bob MeCabe were working for Hill

Lavrence that winter and Captain Hasty was walking boss for Lewrence.
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Andy Gibson was a wonderfully good mam in the woods, but would

not take more than $1.00 a day for his work, it is said.

"The tote teams used to bring up what is described as *fortyerod
whiskey,® but the lumberjacks would steal it if they could find it on the
loads William Tibbetts drove one of the teams, but he alwiys kept a sharp
lockout for whiskey thieves and very seldom was the whiskey stolen. Tibbetis

did not drink, and was & cale custodian for the hoochs

¥William Seoley of Aitkin was in Gil Hanson's camp with Jolm Gilmore
on Clearwateres Con Dineen, ancther character of the early days of Itaska county,
worked for Wes Day and G¢ Ge Hartley, later of Duluth and famous for his mineral

sucocess, also got his first experience on the Frairie in the early 70's.

The first dam at the foot of Wabana lake wus built by Con Dineen
in the fall of 1872. Following this scason the FPrairie became a very active

strean, end was & great carrier of forest products for over half a ecemtury.
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Religion = Churches = Sunday Schools

In 1810 there was not & Sunday School in Itasks county except in
the villages or in the commmities where there were clmrchess There was no
rural Sunday sehool worke The cowntry was new, there were few roads, and

settlement wos only well Degun.

Then in 1910 H, J. Suyder came to Grand Rapids, and Itasca county.
' Binee that tire lir. Snyder has established many Sunday schools. lie represents
(ed?) in Itasea county the American Sunday School Unione. This grest inter-
denominational movement is nationmwide in scopes

Tts plan has been to establish Sunday schools in rural sections
where there are no churches. When a church comes to the commmaity, the werk
is taken over by the churche For mmmy years Hs J« Snyder has been (was?) the
gemeral commnity mimister, performiag, in addition to Sunday school work, all

the other duties which fall to religious leaderse.

For many years Crand . apids and Ijasca counly were regarded as a
mission field for the various ostablished clmrchos, and the county had two

very interesting activities of a religlous nature, (me of these was to Chrise

tianize the Indisns, This has been no easy taske The Indians do not take
readily to the white man's religious prineiples. The outstanding good that the
church seems to have done for the Indian here will probably be found in its
charitable activiiies end the influence of example exerted by the white man?s

everyday life and behavior, yielding comforts and luxuries such as the savage




Grand Bapids Herald Report
Surmer :
July 25, 1940

February 17, 1932

(continued)

1ife never gave them =emot the preaching or teaching religious temots.

The Indien has his own concept of religion, snd he stands by it
as strongly and as sincerely as the Christian stands by his belief, only he
has never had the complex %o try to bring the white brother over on his side.
But smong the Indisng there are various sects, esth etermally irying to make
converts of the rest, oven ag in the Christian world. Some of the religious
activities of the Indiansg have had to be restricted by the Indian Department,
because they iavolved too much on the part of those who wers seeking converts
to their particular views. Nany of the Indian dances have a very strong re-
ligious significances The Indian takes his religion just as seriously as suy
other race of people, but he manifests il in his owmn way, and embraces the

white man's ideas of theology very slowly =-and very loosely, as a rules

The other special objoctive of many of the churches has beeu the
conversion of the lumberjackss Ie also was slow o take up auy different ree

ligious ideas than he already possesseds They were always very respectful to

the ministers who came to preach to them, but it is wery doubtful that any ime

pression was made that didn't wash off at the basin.

Seandinavian people have strong church organizations, and some of
the Finnish people are religious, attending a division of the Lutheran churche
In the range communities the Greek Orthodox church serves a large constituency

from central European countries.
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Bating « Food

Then CGrand Rapids wes the wooded frontler:

Snow birds were very plentiful here in the early days of logging,
and the people of Itasea county were accustomed to making snow bird ple. The
birds wers attricted to a place wuder a blanket by somé sort of bait, and whon
& good flock wms feeding the stakes holding up the blanket were dropped flat;
eatohing & good part of the coveye It tock two or three dozen for a meat pie,

but this was considered a great winter treat.

Other game ssten extensively by the early comers were, of course,
squirrels, rabuits, raccomms, beavers, especially the talls, woodchuck, pore
cupinee

Of course wenison and moose are the real sbandbys in plonser countries.
Prior to 18656 there were no deor in Itasecs counly, nor any place in limnesota
north of Mille Lag. But the moose were plentiful, and moose meat is preferauble

to venism by most people. And there are plenty of deer there now.

Bear meat was eaten extensively, also, and wild ducks were appre-
clated, and coobss DBut eivilization hms come, end with it has returned the

appetite for beef, pork and poultry.
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JSowspapers

"Ae Go Bormard was an early editor in Itasos, probably the first

in this immediste section. (Crand Rapids vieinity) He established a newspaper

. ab La Prairie which then had the prospects of becoming a metropolis. Ia
Prairie's hopes, however, were shortelived. Dusiness moved to what is now
Grend Rapids, and with it the newspapere For several years lire Dornard cone
duoted the Magnet of Grand Rapids. Ho was Imown as the "MNoose.' This dige
tinction was given beocause of the fact that he had a very large nose whisch
reminded the early citizens of the appearance of the nose of a moose as this
monarch of the forest stepped ocut of the woodss The hopes of Grand Hapids
which led to the broad and early extensions of the village limits over a
considerable area in these parts, aulso induced the establislment of newspapers.
Ee Co Elley came to work for A+ Geo Dernard and later established the Herald.
The lumberman's koview was coansclidated with Mrs Kiley's paper Lo make the
Herald~Reviews De Co Anderson and his brother established the Ijasea County
Independent whish vas purchased later by As L. la Freniere. The Harold-leview
and Independent jointly disposed of the Mggnet, which, in the meantise, had
come by some way or another inte the ownership of Hgnry lughes. As Gs Bernard
was reputed o have had an interesting past before Le came to Itasea county
and after leaving here he established papers at Walker and Cass Leke. Ve
know nothing about later events in his life."
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Crime in Early Itasca

Rough characters made for crimes of violence in early Itasca,
with ite rough surroundings. At almost every court session, some one went
on trial for marder, while today a murder case is a rarity, and at many
sossions of Lthe ecurt the grand jJury is not called to consider any eriamdnal

cha.rge Se

"In 1896 the land in G0=24 was being settled. Nepoleen Russell and
his family built & home of logs on the tote road running through that tommshipe
liear the Russell home John B oon lived alone on the shores of & laks., Further
down on the lake lived Peter MoKemnae loKemwm had but one eye and was lmowm
a8 "One Eyed Pete's Iis record was not goods It wums roputed that he stole
things from the houses of the homosteaders. The settlerg would lock theiyr
homoe but Nelenna would 1if% the padleck so that the keyhole would be somewhat
exposod, back off ynd shoot imto the lock with his rifles He would then obbtain
vhat he wished and ag Bacon hed missed some flour and other neoessities he nate

urally thought that One Eyed Pete had taken them,

"One Sunday morning Hapoleon Russell and his family came to Graud
Rapids to do some trading, a task which would normally require several dayss
Befors they left thoy asked Bacon to come over at times and feed the chickens
and loolk after their propertys Two or three days later some neighbors coming

by the Russell hopestead saw that it had been burned to the grounde They not-

ified the owmers in Grand Rapids who hurried backe In the ruins of the cabin
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{continued)

were found some bones which Dre Russell; os coreoner of the county at that
time, put into & cardboard box and brought to Grand Rapidse There wus alse
a matoh saf'e and a nife said to belong te John Baecone Underneath the bones
ws o small ploce of wnbuwrned cloth laber ldentified as pert of a Meckinaw
which belonged to Baoomne There was alse the key to the IHussell chicken coop.
One Eyed Fole waa lLmmediately arrested and charged with the murder of Jolm

Bacone

"On the stand MoKenna told & certain story. Ho said thab on None
day he went to & neighbor's homestead, that of & nem named Breckesuridge, for
the purpose of cutting hays It was & reiny morning and as Breekinridge had
decidéd not €0 cut he determived to go hoio and cut on his owm meadow. Lis
hig land laid [ sio] nodr to that of Bagon, there was dispute gbout the ommore
ghip of the meadows Vhen lMoKenna arrived at his home he found that the hay
had been outs. e sew Buoon; said thet he thanked hiu for cultiag his hay and
then went one Io swore that he nover sew Hacon again aud did nob luow whae

hed beocome of him,

"Ce Le Pratt wms the county attormey and C4 C. MoCarthy was appeinte

ed to defend licKennae There was & strong presumpbion of One Eyed Pete's guilt,
But the law was in his favors An important question, well lmowm in ecourts,

was raiseds In order to convict MeKenna it was first necessary to prove the
death of Bacons No one may be conviected of first degree murder without proof
that the person who was supposed to have been killed was actually deads There
was strong evidense to show that he was. But there must be positive and complete
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proof of deathe That point could not be proveds The bones and evidence

found among the ruins were not considersd ample evidence, lMoFenna was froed.

"After the verdict of the court MeEenna proceded to got drunk, IHe
then talked. I told how on londay morming he had gone to the bLreckenridge
homestead to cut some hay but es it was rainy he returmed by way of the Russell
homee Vords followeds He clalmed
that Baca ettacked him, and that he shot and killed him. He dragpged the body
into the Napoleon Russell home, piled wood around it, emptied the contents of

& five~gallon kerosone can about the premises and set the shack on fire.

PlicEonna eould not be agein prosecuted for mwders Iz was, however,
immediately rearrested and sectenced on a charge of buming a building occupled
by a human beings He was found guilty in quiek order and sentenced to sevem

years in the penitemtiary.

"Mokonra had little or no moans to pay for his defense. IHe had his

claim in 60-24 which was then covered with pime. His right was being conbest

by the Great Iortherm Railway company which hed laid some soript on his property

as it was suspected that iron ore was to be found throughout that whole section.
While licKenna ¢ the title to the claim was setileds The timber
which was valuable was sold by MeKenna for $1050s One half of it weut to pay
the expenses of the defense and settling the title to the propertys The other
half of it MeKenna received on his release from prison. lot Imowing what to

do with his money, he intrusted it to a friend of his by the name of Hicks,

Hicks made way with the money and shortly afterwards was accused of murdering
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one of Jim Sherry's lumberjacks in a dispute over eure of horses."

This i3 but one of many gruescome tales of early Gramd Hmpidass
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Original Ttasca Cos

"Ttasea cowby was one of the original counties of Mirmescta, In the
deys before shatehood the territery of Minnosocbe was divided into five commties,
Ttanca wan ong of them. It extended from Mille lacs north to the Cemadian border and
from the souree of the Mississippl to lake Suporior to include what later becane Dule
‘L."'t!“.a

"hat happened to the cowmby during the poried from statehood o 10887

we do not lmow (£ind out) but in tho yoar 1887 Itason came back enbo the map of IMimew

goba, Tt included the srea now Imowm as Ttason and Eoochlchinge Tt 414 not, however,
at thet timp have en independent county existence, It wms carved out of Crow Wing
comty along with what is now Aitkin county, and both AlEcin and Thason were adnine
igstered by ome coumby govornment lmowm s AlticineItasca county.

"Thig peculiar arrengement was authoriged by the !innesota legislature
on Pobruary 26, 1887, and shortly thereaftor the AltkineItasca board of county COm=
missiomers begam its wrk. The proceedings of this early board wore signed by .

Be Lowsll, chairmen of the board of county commissioners. lost of the ectivities of
the county board congisted of gremting liquor liconses and pemits for lorging dams
geross rivers. The bills which were allowed by this early board were vory small,

In the luter yoars of its administration, Gramd Rapids and la Preirie were active
commmities, Orend Rapids, however, 4id not wish to bave 1a Prairie a village, and
La Prairie blocked the fommmtion of the village of Grand Rapids for two or thyve
yonrese

"% is evident from the eerly records that there were two cowmty boards
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ab one time, for in the court house are found some proceedings of a county board of
Itasca comty which are co-incident with the proceedings of the AltkineItasca board,
Tt is obvious that this other effort to govern this section was declared illegal in
later court ections.

"Itasca county combined what is now Imown as Ttasce and Toochiching, which
was lator detached, and came into officiael existence om Varch 7, 1871, when the Mimnoe
sotn lerislature crested the county end awthorized the appointment of the first board
of cownbty commissiomers, The governor of Mimmesota appointed a board of three yeubers
of which 1., ¥, Miox was chairman and Js Ps Sims and B, C, Pinnogen wore members, This
boerd met for the first tiwe on March 24, 1801, and thereupen tramsacted the i ¥
official business of the new county.

"At that first mecting, which ceoupied both the 24th end 25%h of Hareh,
geveral roselutions were adopbed, Ono of them declared that Cremd Rapids was to be

the cowmty soat, Another designated the location of the court house, Another voted

$25,000 for the expense of the county for a year. Other resclutions appointed the

coumnty of ficers whoge salaries were sot et what aprears now o be quite a low figure.
"the first coumty auditor of Itasca county, after its separate organizo-
tion, was He Re Einge *+*+ Jolm Beckfelt was the first county treasurer, Charles
Koarney was the first register of deeds, and Henry W, Canfield weg the first county
attorney, Wade Blaker was the first clerk of court, and E, Ry lowis the first cowmty
and T, R. Pravitz was appointed county
gurveyors e A. VWoods was appeinted assessor for the coxmby/\mnperizﬂmndont of schoolse
"The first yoar of activity of the new gounty board end county officers was
vory important.s The counbty records had Go bo set up smd the first yoar saw the come

pletion of the county government end tho creation of the village of Grand Rapids, A
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year or two later Cohasset became a wvillage and them Deer River., -Fhe vountybomrd

Lirst.yeer.saw the complelion-sf-bhe-comnty povermment-end-iha greation of the-witruse

<The first election in the county was the regular elertion of 1892 and the proceedings

contained the names of the judges smd clerks of election at about 20 precinets throughe
out the cownty. AL that election lLa Prairie tried to become the cowmty seal, dub

Grand Rapids won, The first road petitions in Itasca were received within a few weocks
after organization of the countys In fact, some small smount of miscellanesous road
work had been started by the county commissiomers previous to the separate organiza=
tion of Itasca countys

"A picture of Crand Rapids at the time of the orpanizetion of the county
would show a very crude commumity. It was the terminus of the railrosd. A bridge
had just been built across the Mississippies The whole town was erowded along the
river. YNost of the buildings were of logs. A good part of the business enterprizes
were saloons. The chief industry of the section was logging and that was all thet
any one scemed to be interested in.

"There was evidently, according to the records of the time, plemty of
polities in the new county. Grand Rapids had to sawve its positionh as the cowmty seat
end Ia Prairie had to put up an effort to get the homor for itself., Villages and
school districts were being formed with their interesting contests. Altogether those
were very interesting days, those early days of Itasca.

(0f those first board members and county officers, who, if any, are alive

in 19407)
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County Seat Question

The County Seat Fight in 1892

" 3%+ The general story seems to be that la Prairie was the county seat of
Itasea and that Grand Rapids stole both the county seat and the court house, The
statements concerning the court house fight have been greatly exaggerated as time
has gone on.

"la Prairie was never the coumty seat of Itasca county, It simply wanted
to be, When Ttasca county was formed in 1891 the second rescolution introduced at
the first meeting of the board of county commissiomers on March 24th of that year
doclares as followsew'Moved and carried that the tom of Grand Rapids, Itaseca county,
Minnesota, shall be the counby seat of Itaseca county until changed at the next gen=
eral election as provided by laws' The wording of this rescolution might indicate
that some of the people anticipated a chemge, Another resolutiom om that same day
which was passed by the county board, comsisting of L. F, Knox, J¢ Py %ims and By C.
Finnegen, was as follows-="Moved and carried that this board designate court square,
known as bloek 20, townsite of Crand Rapids, as & location for erecting & bullding
and vault €o be used for a county building,?

"The first court house, located on the same block that the present struce
$ure now shtends, (still on same site, in 10407) must have been a very simple struce

ture, The contract for the room and vault was let to Lewis Js Jensen of Grand Rapids

for tho price of 9170, This small frame building was locabed nearer to the creek

than the present court house, and served as the off'icial building of Itasca county
for some little time, (Query: Did officers meintain their offices in their homes,

stores, or where, during this one-room perioed?)
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"La Prairie had something of an edge on Grand Rapids at the time of the
creation of Itasca coumby, The Duluth & Wimmipeg railroad came only as far as la
Prairie and stoppeds The owmer of the towmsite of La Prairie was Courtney a Busll
end the railroad made La Prairie its terminus because the owmers of the towmsite met
the railroad demand of & pgif't of one«half of the village lots. Because La Prairie
was the jumpingeoff place it thrived vigerously, There were two or three large mer-
cantile houses, several salooms, a hospital, end the first doctor of the combty. It
was en important tradiag point.

"Grand Rapids was not liberal with the railroads The owmers of the town-
site of this village refused for some time to give the railread eany of the village

tdeaee/ o o polCeus
sent sit» 0 Po,:e gama dam. Howewgr, in about 1890 there came %o

\,

lots and consegpently the railro 711 not ou11d through to the present site of the
villagehnear ?

Grand Rapids am energetic citizen, Dr. Howe, (first name?) who started the agitation
for granting the gift that the railroad demanded. TFinally the owners of the towmsite
accoded to the reqest and the railroad was oxtended to Grand Rapids. That took the
edge off La Prairie and helped to improve the prospects for the struggling county seat.

"There ic an intoresting story or so in comnection with the ingide polities
of the county seat fight In 1802, The issue of the cholce of the county seat became
hot and interesting. Most of the mon who were working im the woods did not care wery
mach ome way or the other, and many of them were lined up solid for Grand Rapids, It
was this thet led to the choice of this commmity for the county seat, the later growth
of Grand Rapids, and the complete dissolution of La Prairie,

“There are many tales concerning voting in the early days of this sections
Most of them are also exaggerated. It is true that some of the outlying precincts

usually sent in more votes than they had voters, and it was doubtless the custom to
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vote the oxen or anything else that could be voted, Ome of the clerks of election
brought in a big vole from an outlying precinet at the time of the coumty seat fight
in 1892, Somebody asked him who they voted up there to get such a big votes. The re=-
ply was, *We voted everything with hair on it,' In the early elections there was
doubtless abuse of the privilege of voting, This was due to the fact that there was
1ittle or no supervision of the voting, as the distances between polls were large,
loreover, things were loose and easy in the early days emd a few votes more or less
did not make much differemce, There are some anthentic cases of voting oxen by giving
them their real first name and the nmame of the owner as a last name, Dead Indians
have been voted in the history of this section, but on the whole the stories of oxe

cessively large and illegal votes are very much exagperated.

“From the minute the people of the county confirmed Grend Rapids as the

seat of govermment, La Prairie began to go dowmn, La Prairie had the first newspaper.

As G, Bernard founded the la Prairie Magmet in about 1888. When Itasea and Aftkin

counties were administered as one unit before the ereation of a separate coumty, the

Ia Prairie Magnet was the official paper of the commty. Later the } et was o=

moved to the county seat to become the Gramd Bapids Megnet and later it was extermine
ated by other Grand Rapids publishers. A. G. Bernard who had pioneered a newspaper
of 1a Prairie and Grand Rapids sought out newer fields in Cass county."

(Probably nearly every county in Mimwesota has had its “comty seat fight,"
as have most of the counties in most of the states of the Union. Some of them have
left deep amd ugly political scars. Many promising commmities, losing thé contest,
have faded from the map. lMamy mot so promising, wimning by hook or by crook, have

grom %o flourishing eities in later years; yet it is probable that, in genmeral, the
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value of being chosen the seat of government bas been overestimated by ambitious

and prideful residents.)
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Ascertain if thore are any fish hatcheries in Grand Rapids, and, if so,

got some interesting data om hatching and planting, If nome in Grand Rapids, see
if T can tie the Cutfoot hatchery up with Grand Rapids or its history in am inter-

ecting manner.
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Log Driving

"Log driving called for skill on the part of the warkmen, It was a dane
gerous occupation, with lomg howrs and hard labor, but it was well paid, Vhen wages
in the woods were $30 per month, logzers who went on the drive received $2,50 per
day and board, vhich meant four meals a day. These were called breakfast, served
about four o'eclock in the morming, first lumeh at half past nine, second lumch ab
half past two, and supper, any time from eight to nine in the evening, Ome illustra-
tion of the long hours has become a classic. A prospective driver, being hired in
Grand Rapids, asked Al Powers, superintendent, if there was much lost time on his
drive, meaning if much time would be lost by reason of head winds., Mr, Powers responde
ed, 'Wo, very little, only from twelve to two.' While very few men worked 22 hours
per day, an eighteen-hour day was very common, The logs had to move dowmstream when
there was water enough to float them, and every day was important.

"Log driving had its own vocabulary, Today there are men living in the
northern woods who have never seen a pair of well calked boots, which in the old days
scarred the floors of the thirst emporiums in the river towms, These sharp steel
calks in tho soles of the shoes emabled the skilled river driver to work with wncone
cern on the floating logs which would turn and dump the umwary into the cold water,

"The floating houseboats in which the men slept, and where the cooking
was done, were tormed 'wanigans.' Then there were Yjargoes'!, the flat boats which
took down the last logs of the floating rear. *Sacking' was hard work, and meent

pulling out the logs left in the logans and on the meadows by the falling water, In
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the narrow streams a drive might be held up by & 'gillpoke,' which was when a long
stick of timber jaxmed crosswise of the streem and blocked passage. 4 log driver
had to watch out for Ysweepers,! not armed with brooms, but trees or poles projecte
ing out over the wabter, apt to catch emn vnwary men who was riding down on a log.
Mmy other terms used in log driving have passed into the literature end the voeab-

ulary of the north woods.

* e+ How there is not a stick of timber floating down the Bigfork, the

last streem to give way to improved highways and railroads as a means of Lranspore

tation for timber."”
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Gambling

In the early deys in Itasea there was considerable gambling, There wasd
not as much in the lumbering sections as there was in the mining regions, Mining
camps seem always to be strong for gambling, bubt lumber camps went more for drinking.

"Around Crand Repids and Deer River were several gambling institutions,

however, throughout all the earlier 1ife of these communities. OCrand Rapids had

soveral gembling places, most of them commected with saloons, Back in the early

1900%s *Higger Alex,' so called becatse he doubtless had some Negro blood and a dark
comnlexion, operated suecessfully as a ganzbler in Greand Rapids, There were a good
many others who made most of their living from their ebility to play cards.

"The visitor in Grand Rapids many years age would have found plenty of
chance to lose his money, If he had stepped into a saloon he would have seen on one
gide a row of slot machines from a nickel to a dollars Passing back further he might
have found a gambling table or two and a rouletie wheel. Roulette wheecls were quite
common and there were several of them between the two commmities.

"Sometimes some pretiy big pames would be in progress #a%, A thousand
dollars would be seen quite of'ten on the table, HNMost of the sums, howover, were cone
gsiderably smal ler as a large number of those who played were not in the big money
class.

"The games that were played were those common to most gemblers. Stud and
drewr poker were the most common games, DBlackjack, which those who read western tales
know most about, was seldom played here, *+* There were geveral other card games **+

and there were some pames with dice, Particularly important was the game of Klondike,
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played with dice on a table, Tn this game momey could be lest quite rapidly,
"The lumberjack wis not essentially a cardplayer. He was interested in

othor things. The minute he came to town he wanted a drink, There are several

reasons why lumberjacks were interested in drinking, They had woried in the woods

for severel mouths. They had lived om the food of the lumber camps, which was very
mach the same from day to day, designed to sustain men et swinging an exe and dragging
the saw, They had bunked in the luwmber camp with its more or loss uncomfortable cire
cumstances. Their work had boen memotomous, early to bed and early to rise, In most
camps drinking was stristly probibited and thus even a normal appetite for strong
liguors wuld be excited by the prospect of a change and a drink, The mimute the
lumberjack got €o town he started for the saloon, and the sealoon Leepor was ready
for him, Stepping up to the bar he would beke a few large drinks. As a result he
would soon be drumlk, end when he was drmmk ho was not interested in cards. (a wise
systen which should be, but seldom is, followed by eity sports)

"Some lumberjacks who dramk less would play cards, usually to their sorrow.
*#* Grand Rapids had about a half dozen wen who made their living off ganbling. These
men were smooth gentlemen who kmew their cards. It cemmnot be said that they were
necegsarily 'erooked" gamblers, but they kmew so much more about cards than the people
with whom they played that they took the money. O0ff seasons these men would play for
smaller stakes and wherever they could find a game, *** Thoy would all be set, however,
when the camps broke up, and if they broke up gradually, leaving quite a large number
of men in the commmity for some time, it was a favorable season for the gamblers, The
stakes for which the lumberjacks played were obviously not largé. Most of them wore
lerge onough to leave the men from the woods much the loser after a few evening of play.

"The larger gamblers of the commmities were the lumbsrmen, those who were
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engaged in the logging business as employers, Some of these men were real gamblers
and would do well in the best of company with cards or dice. When they would get
together to play cards the stekes would be big. A thousand dollars would be lost one
evening and it might bo mon back the next,

"Gaubling was done in several places: It was usually a side line of some

saloon end it is not known that there were amy special gambling houses that were

elaborately equipped. Dut there woere plenty of games and every time a play was made

& proportion of it went te the house, This proportion was large enough to take about
all the ecapital that was put into a small gmme in a few hours.

"In the woods some of the lumber camps would not allow any card playing.
It was felt that it kept the mem wp late and created some little excitemenmt. The
best conducted camps allowed no gambling under any consideration, though some of them

would allow cards and Sunday would be spent in smear or eribbage, #++
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Roads and Bridges

(Query: how fayein miles & fractionse-is it from Grand Rapids tommsite

to tho Pokegama govermment dem? Are any streams crossed on the road comnecting these
points?)

® $+% One of the first acts of the board of commissionmers which governed
the AitkineItasca combination was to set aside the sum of $2,809,22 for use on the
highways of this section in 1887.

"The first road contract let in vhat is now Itasca county was awarded to
Sidney McDonald, who agreed to build a road from Grand Rapids *To the government
dem at Pokegama falls.' IHis contract was in part in the following language, which
included specifications: 'Cutting and grubbing out the trees and brush to a wniform
width of 33 feet. Bridge all waterways with sufficlent stringers of logs, and cover=
ing same with poles, spotted down, which shall not be less than six inches in diameter
and not less than 14 feet in length, and filling all low spots with corduroy poles
not less than 14 feet in length., The contractor shall grade down all hillocks and
Imolls, and make the road passable at all $imes, and complete the same on or before
October 15, 1887.' This work was done for an agreed price of $250, end must have been
satisfactory, for there is a later entry showing this payment made in full.

"one of the important roads leading from Grand Rapids served tc accommo=
date the lumbermen who had camps established north of this village, along the Prairie
river and its tributaries. The lopgers built most of their tote roads themselves,
but in cases where the roads were of bemefit to large numbers of people, received

2id from the ecounty. Thus we find a payment of $750 made o J« Ps Sims for work dme




Roads and Bridges - (comtinued)

Yay 24, 1933

on the road between Grand Rapids and Big Trout lake.

"Early settlers in Greand Rapids were without a bridge over the Mjssissippl
river here, The minutes of the meeting of the county board held May 29, 1889, show
& petition signed by Charles Kearney and 28 othors asking for a wagonm bridge over
the Mississippi in this village. Bids were invited, and the contract let to Ay Y.
Baynes and Compemy for sum of $4,350, W, V, Fuller, an early settler here, had
charge of grading the approaches, which cost'all of $61,50, Labor was paid two
dollars a day, snd & man who furnished a team and wagon with his services only re-
ceived four dollars a day.

"Tote roads leading to Prairie Lake were not good emough for gemeral traffiec
by the close of the year 1889, so 34 local citizens signed a petition asking for a
road to the lake, which would reach the site of the old dem at the foot of the upper
lake, The road was ordered surveyed.

"Far sighted citizens saw the need for linking up short pieces of higlwmy
as early as 1889, so in the latter part of that year the county commissioners re-
ceived a petition for a county road to extend from the mouth of Bass Broek at Coe
hasset, through Grand Rapids and Akeley, which latter place soon became a part of
la Prairie, to the mouth of Blackberry Brook. Early surveys indicated that the
route was feasible, and construction was authoriszed,

"Roads and bridges were constructed at much less cost them than now, for when
bids were invited for an iron bridge over Prairie river 'below the dam,! or near the
site of the present power house, (ascertain if P, H, is there in 1940) there were
geveral bidders, S. M, Hewitt was suecessful, his price being #1,287.

"Farmers south of town wanted roads to enable them to get to market, and

local people wanted teo drive to the lake, Chas. Kearney, John Beckfelt, Duncan
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Harris, Anthony MeAlpine and a number of others signed a petition asking for a road

out to the lake from the new bridge over the Mississippi. Prompt action was taken,
for the county commissiomers accepted the petition, granted it, and ordered the road
1aid out, all in one short day.

"Splondid paved roads now lead across the range, but in the early history of
the county there were no roads across those hills, where the presence of iron ore
was but suspected. Some exploratiom work had been done in Irom Renge towmship, not
nemed then, and the site called the Diemond mine., The location was north of the
present road betweon Taconite and Marble, end about half way between those points.
A petition for a road from La Prairie to the Diamond mine was granted on Jume 25,
1890, and work ordered started. Specifications were much the same as those glven
earlier,

"fhese early records sometimes have a touch of unconsocious humor. Ome road
petition placed before the commissionmers at an sarly date came from a large group
of settlers living some miles west of Cohasset. This petition set forth at some
length the hardships which the settlers were undergoing and asked for help. The
countty board thereupon veted to have the proposed highway surveyed, smd told the
petitioners that they would be permitted to clear the road and work it, in order to
provide themselves an outlet to warlet, It was intimeted that those who needed the
road should built it, without dsking public help except for the survey,

"Itasca county has always been gemerous to the unfortunate, Ome of the early
entries shows payment to Le D, Bryant of §11.54 for taking care of Pat 0'Halloran,

Records a year later show the expense of interring the remains of O'Halloran."
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Bob losemo «- Smallpox

(Indian appreciation and good will)

"We had s call from an Indian chief the other day, It was Bob losemo from
Tnger who came to see us, He had been down %o call upon his friend, Wike MeAlpine,
and express the regret of the Indians at Mr,. MoAlpine's sicimess. For meny years
Mike McAlpine has been a real friend of all of the Indians,. Nearly every fall he
has gone around the commmity and gathered up some clothes for them, and has helped
them out in every possible way. Bob Mosemo came dowm as an official representative,
as it were, of the Chippewas, %o express good wishes,

") generation or more ago the suthority of the Indian chiefs was very def=-

inite, It was recognized by the federal govermment in dealing with the Indians.

That time has passed, however, and the only recognition an Indian chief now gets is

from his omn tribe members, and that is somewhat limited. Bob Mosemo is the head of
the Indians of the Tnger-Wimnibigoshish section. He represents them on various oce=-
casions and he has many duties to do throughout the course of the year., For instance,
he tells them when they can begin to harvest the wild rice, Since the chief belongs
%o the old Indian religion he is the head of the medicine damce and looks after all
arrengements in commection with the events of that nature,

"Bob Mosemo is about 80 years of age. (this in 1933) His father was Makeei
which in English would meen Eagle. The old chief fought against the Sioux whon the
Indians of the south came against the Chippewas meny years agoe On the chief's death
Bob's brother became the chisf, and on the death of the brother, about 1918, Bob be-

came the recognized leader of the Indiams.
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"lle asked the old chief about the smallpox epidemic of the winter of 188182,
He lmew all about it, In fact, his first wife died from the smallpex on Wimmibigoshish
and the husband of his present wife also succumbed, In all, Chief Mosemo says that 77
Indians died at Winnibigoshish dam. The smmllpox played particular havoe among the
Indians largely because of their methods of living, There was, of course, no artie
ficiel immmity among the Indiens, and very little among the white people of the sec-
tion at that time, Indians would alsoc move from place to place when they might be
suffering from the disease, and when this happened in ¢old weather it was very bad
for the sick people.

"The story of the start of the smallpox epidemic is interestings Ve hawe
understood that the firgt case of smallpox was at a camp or stopping place at the
head of Big Trout Lake, One aftermoon tw lumberjacks who were bound for the Bigfork
country were walking north. When they neared the Trout Lake camp they met a man end
his wife, who were in charge of the camp, coming towards Grand Rapids, The woman was
sick, The lunberjacks stayed overnight at the camp, cooking their owm meals and sleep=
ing in one of the beds, In the morming when they left they helped themselves To two
of the blankets, thinking they might be handy in the camp up morth., They were the
blanksts on the bed in which the womsn, who was later found to have smallpox, had

been sleeping. The coming of the lumborjacks and the blankets to the Caldwell (or

Colwell?) eamp on the Bigfork led to the infection of a large number of people, and

from the illness of this camp the disease spread very rapidlye. It entered other
logring camps. It was especially bad with the Indisns, and hundreds of people dled.
"There wms no doctor in Grand Rapids at the time, The commmity was vory small

and inte it came very many sick people. Those who had had the smallpox helped %o take
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care of those who were ill, Over across the river a pest«house was built. AL it many
people disd and they were buried elong the south side of the river, It is quite likely
that if the remains of human beings are wearthed (there) today they may be what is
left of some of the smallpox vietims of nearly sixty years ago.

"Thore were many cases of smellpox throughout all northern Mimnesota. The
sickmess hecame so violent that in Aitkin and Brainerd armed men stood upon the highe
ways end would not ellow strangers to enter these commmities, There were hundreds of
deaths end wherever there was smy possibilities of treatment the Indians and other
people assembled for the purpose of seeking some relief, The disease, however, was
in a very violent form. It was the kind of smallpex which ¢laims a very large pere
contege of its vietims,

The first doctor to come into Itasea ceme at about the time of this epidemiecs
Dr. Welker was in charge of those whe were emgeged in building the dams *+* in this
section, The Pokegama and Wimmibigoshish dams were then being constrmected., The men
there were guarantined. The Indians came to both dams seeking any assistance that
might be given them there., Here they were provided with fuel and food through the
efforts of their white friends or through the efforts of other members of their tribe.

"The epidemic of 1881«82 was the only serious epidemic of smallpex that Itasca
county has had, There were smellpox scared quite frequently and some few deaths would
be recorded. (eny epidemics since 1933%) Vaccination, however, became established emnd
immmity from the disease was gradually built upe At the time of the Spanisheimerican
War there wes another epidemic in this section but mly one death was reported in the

vieinity of Grand Rapids.”
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Drinldng--Doer River

The neighboring village to the west of Crand Baplds (Deer River) was just
getting established in 1900, The linneapolis & Rainy River railroad had been built
Por & digtence of ebout 20 miles morth, but the commumity at Deer River was still
very small. The Northern Hotel was one of the first hostelrios in a town which later
hed many. The Nerthern had been built by W, J. Coffron, The Hotel Deer River was also
constructed in 1900, Mltogether the town looked crude end nmew in 1900, but Grand Rapids,
the county seat, looked equally so.

"Deer River was proud of its school in the year 1900, The first school in Deer
River was made of logs and a picture (printed in that year) showed the teacher, Hattie
Brooks, with her 16 pupils. The new school building, a frame gtructure, was built in
1900, and smother picture shows A, C. Yoder, who was the principel of the school, and,
of course, went by the title of 'professor,' and his pupils. Mr. Yoder was the only
teecher though it was stated that the building contained room for four more depart-
ments and that it was built in advance of the times te provide for the growing popula=
tion which Deer River was anticipatinge

"Deer River became famous for its hotels but no less famous for the proprietors

of some of them. The story is told that the wife of ome of the early propriefors used

to go into the bar room,which was an essemtisl part of the hotel business, and visit
with the lumberjacks who were drinkings Finally some lumberjack would challenge her %o

a drinking bout, She would put her baby upon the bar and start in. There was not &
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lumberjack who could stay on his feet very long apgainst the proprietor's wife, For

sush feats as this, of course, she made reputation for herself, her husbend, and, in
fact, for the village.

"Drinking was the most serious business of all in the early days of lumbering
commmities, That was true of Grand Rapids and it was true of Deer River. The thou=
sands of men who were working in the wods were vioclent patrons of salooms. They ex-
pected to waste their money. However, the early residents of Deer River say that crime
in the commumity, except that which was incidental to drinking, was very small. The
women of the commmity were treated with respect. In fact that was generally the atti-
tude of the lumberjack towards respectable women,"

Some of the business men of early Deer River had nemes that are femiliar to
the older residents of Grand Rapids; Jemes Quipz had a hotel there; Jemes Everton and
his son, W. A, Everton were in the mercantile business, as was As D. Brooks, with his
son P, R, Brooks; Murray Taylor had the combination of operating the Itasca News, as
the first publisher of the commmity, and also acting as postmaster. Nembers of the
Deer River school board were W. J, Coffron, James A. Wollford, and C. ¥, Robinson. Fred
Churchill was a very prominent citizen of Deer River at the turn of the century. He
went te Deer River from La Prairie, and, besides rumnimg the Hotel Deer River, he éne
gaged in logping operations. The railroad serving Deer River in the early days of the
twontieth century was the Esstern Mimmesota, which was later purchased by the Great
Northern.

In those days the sole industry of Deer River was logging. The whole gection
depended upon that. Only about a dozen farmers were in the entire neighborhood.

Settlement was just starting to creep into the territory to the north. Bigfork was
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wiknown, its timber still wncut eand its lands absclutely undeveloped. In the period

of 1900 %o 1510, and a fow years later, Deer River was a commmity of intense gaetivi-
tye As high as 1500 men & day would come into the commmity on their way to the logging
cemps in the fall and these men would pour into the village when the winter's work was

overs Everyone in trade in the commmity transacted business on a wholesale scale. It

is probable that the commmity has a more stable support from the agricultural wealth

that was hardly memtioned in the days of the big trees.




Minn, Histe Socs Collections, Vol. & (977,86 M 62)

pp 126-127 eite Rev, Joseph A, Gilfillan,

Before the town of Crand Rapids was founded, there lived near its site an wmne
usually progressive band of Indians, called the Rabbit band from a patriarch of that
name, They mumbered perhaps 60 to 80s They had houses, stoves, good gardens and
fields, end & great deal of stock, horses and cattle. They made much hay and sold it
%o the lumbormen, and, for heathen Indiamns, made greal progress and were very coms
fortable, There came & white man from down the river and planted a saloon about two

miles from theme FHe was the first settler in Grand Rapids, 1 think, In about twe

years half of that Rabbit band were dead, and the survivers were wretched shivering

vagabonds, while the white man had all their former wealth, Some were frozenm to death
when drunk; some were drowmed by the upsetting of their canoes, when they were drunk;
some lay down in the smow and took pnoumonis; some were burned te deaths The saloon
koeper had all their cattle, horses, stoves and household goods, and those who remained

alive had only an old blanket each.
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Grand Rapids, judicial seat of Itasca Co., prosperous amd progressive towm

of (?) inhebitants. Largest (1) Most important (?) towmn on ¢, N, R, R, between Clow

quet and Bemidji, a distence of 140 miles. [Ias for 2/5 century been chief business

center of a territory one half as great in area as the Republic of Switzerland.

At the oot of a succession of cataracts extending several miles in the Miss,
river, which caused it to become the head of steamboat navigation, The lumbermen whe bee
came inmterested in the great Urack of pine, timber growing contiguous to the Miss,
river and its tributaries above this point found this the most convenient location to
establish headguarters for their exbtensive logging operations. Although the manuface
ture of lumbor was never wndertalen here en a large seale, Grand Rapids was for many
years the prineipal logging cemter of northern lMinnesota whence supplies of timber
were floated to the mills at Mimmeapolis and intermediate peints, A mumber of the
nmost prominent lumbering concerns in the stete made it the center of their logging
operations for many years, employing altogether thousands of woodsmen and teamsters
and establishing camps at various points within a radius of 100 miles or more, the
supplies for which were “"toted" from the main headquarters at Grand Rapids.

Among these luwsbering firms may be mentiomed T, B, Waller, Price Bros.,

Itasca Lumber Company, BackuseBrooks Compeny, Bovey-De Laittre Lumber Company, Shevline
Carpenter Company, H. C. Akeley Lumber Compeny, Powerse-Simpson & Coes, the Washburn
and Pillsbury interests, besides many other large orgenizations and minor contracting

CoNce™MmsS,.
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A Prolific Regiom

The natural resources of the commtry tirbutary to Grand Rapids are practie

cally wmlimited, Although for the most part the great stretchos of forest have dige

appeared, the timber having been felled and floated away, yet the development of the

comntry?s wealth has but just begun. The westera end of the lesaba ramge is rich in
mineral deposits,

Grand Rapids was one of the first poinmts on the Hesaba range to attract the
attention of prospectors. Expeditioms fitted out here located and partially develw
oped the Holmam. Diamond and Arcturus mines a few miles east of Grand Rapids before
any other developments of emy importance had taken place on the range. At that time,
however, it was not believed to be practicable to comcentrate the ores by washing awny
the send with which they were impugnated and this circumstance, together with the lack

of transportatiom to end from these mines, delayed their development for some years.
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Splendid Transportetion Facilities

Transportation by water, which was originally the sole dependence of Grand
Rapids, was supplemented in 1892 by the building of the Duluth & Wimmipeg railroad
(now a part of the CGreat Northern system?) which supplies an outlet eastward to Dule
uth and the Twin Cities and westward directly to tho Pacifiec coast and intermediate
points.

lio more thrifty farms are to be found in all Mimmesota thanm 1ie within a few
miles of Go R, Here is located the NortheBast Experiment Farm, established in
by the stetes It comprises several hundred mcres (how big is it?) modernly eguipped

in all respects, in charge of (who, at present, and name all in order of succession

it was Superintendent MoGuire in 1909), Here careful and scientific experie

ments are conducted in all branches of farming, horticulture, stockraising and dairy
ing, demonstrating that every branch of husbandry kuowi to this latitude can be carried

on here supcessfully. The Experiment Farm has been prolific of useful results,
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Health and Pleasure Resorts

The lakes, springs, streams and cataracts which abound throughout Itasca
County attract thousands of tourists, hunters and fishermen from almost every state
in the Union, as well as those who best know the sport to be had in these beautiful
wilds, the Mimmesctans themselves, Hundreds of vacationists come from distant cities.
The advantages of this climate to people afflicted with lung troubles or malarial
affoctions cammot be overestimated. (Is this so?) Persons afflicted thus often be-
come permanent residemts of Northern Minnesota, finding the mythiecal severities of
its winter climate equally bracing end salubrious. (Is this true?)

A weory popular resort (how famous among outsiders? Estimate of yeerly va-

cationists there?) is lake Pokogama, only three miles from €, R. (estimate cottages,

pleasure launches, namd steamers if any, and those of the past, freight and passenger)
Give size of lake in acres, and disbtances as %o length & breadth. Give depth and how
it 1s fed, and describe gemeral shape. Tell any interesting yarn or anecdote in cone
nection with the leke's vieinity, and tell who first had cabin or home on its shore.
(white man)

The lake iz a number of miles in extent and is comnected with other bodies of
water permitting a cruise of several days amidst everechanging seenery. (What other

bodies of water make up this cruise?)
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Historical and Reminiscent

The early snnals of G. R, are replete with the reminiscences of the pioneers
who experienced many of the privations and adventures common to frontier 1ife in the
west, The strategic advantages of the location were noted by explorers, humbers, and
trappers who occasionally passed the place for two or th.reé hundred years before it

Lecame the pérmanent abode of any white man.

Warren Potter, an emterprising merchant of Aitkin, Minnesota, (Is he still
alive and im Aitkin?) pubt up the first peruenent tuilding im 1871 (cheek). Three
years later he opened a trading post or store which he conducted for more than twenty
yoars. FHis original stocdt of goods was brought up from Aitlkin either by steamboat or
keelboats poled up against the Wississippi's current by his employees. IHis customers

for many years were mostly Indians and woodsmen ongaged in lopgging or oruising through

the adjacent forests. MNr, Potier ‘becam.one of the most influential citizens of the

place and was active in promeoting many needed improvements. He was a leading spirit
the orpanization of Itasca County (When?) and the establishment of the county seat at
Ge R (Here insort riwalry yarn «- G. R, vs Ia Prairie, and the lumberjack's vote for
county seat) He wms also active in securing legislation (locate emd cite the act)
which permitted the fees from liguor licenses to be turned into the road and bridge
fund, By this meeans funds were raised to build the first bridge over the Mississippi
river at G. R. and a road across the ravine, leading to the courthouse, The first
bridge across the Prairie river wes also built by meens of this fimd, A yeer or two

(cheok just whem) after the opeming of Mr, Potter's store, a hotel was built by L. C.




Historical and Reminiscent « (econtinued)

Septe 5, 1940

(Lorin or "Lo") Seavey, which became a prominent landmark for many years. (describe

the type of these two buildings) Other stores and hotels were erected within the next

few vears and the place soon became the headmarters of numerous logging enterprises
Je & 3 =14 o r &

that industry absorbing most of the attentiom of the inhabitants for mamy years.

The first school in the place was taught by Miss Martha Maddy, in the fall
of 1887, but the first school house was not completed watil two years later, (where
did she teach?) the building havings been subsequently removed to Cohasset, (When?
& why?) It is recorded that only two white children attended the first school, the
balance of the scholars (how many?) being either wholly or partly of Indian blood, a
circumstance which caused many of the piomeers to regard a school as.a superflucus
imnovation.

The first religlous services in G, B, were held by the Eplacopalians but
occasional services were soon efter commeneed by Father Dhu, (Buh?) the famous Cathe
olic missionary in Northern Mimmosota. The first building erected expressly for the
parpose of worship was put up by the Presbyterians in 1890, (Ascertain who the

Episcopal end Presbyterian ministers were,)
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Iamicipal Progress

With the opeming of railrcad commmication between G, R. and Duluth which
occurred in 1892, the settlement began to take on the appearance of & modern village,
but ite commercial supremscy was disputed for a time by the wvillage la Prairie which
had been incorporated in 1850, This place was laid out two miles east of G, R, at the
juncture of the Prairie and the Mississippl rivers. This was considered a very prome
ising location by the promoters of La Prairie, A Village government was maintained
for several years and & population of 300 or more was claimed for the towm at one
time while Ia Prairie was the temporary temimus of the Duluth and Wimmipeg railread,
but the imevitable county seat firht was won by G R, (show how) vhich soon after
absorbed most of the population of its fommer rival and la Prairie became only & mome
ory. (is this literally true?)

The village of G, R, was Incorporated in 1892 end, a fow months later, the
county seat was established there, 4 substantial court house of brick and stone, and
a substential brick jail is located in the court house groumds,

The development of the village has been steady emd permanent and guided by ine
tellipence and civie wisdom. The present population (1940 U, S, census) is
thousand people who are uniformly busy and contented. (Give relief figures if possible)
Municipal improvements have been carried out as the progress of events soemed to warrant.

A municipal water system was established in 1893 and there are now miles of mains

and miles of sewers in G. R. An electric light plant was ingtalled in the

village in 1901 and now has consumers. A modern system of street lighting is
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(sort)
in use (?) and G. R, has miles of paving and

concrete walk.
The mmicipal povernment is in charge of the following officials:

president, (or mayor?) , and , trustees, and

, recorder.
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Homes and Public Instituticns.

The homes of G. R, number among them many of the most modern type, and are
set off by an ebundance of shrubbery end well lept grounds, The town begen at the
very start to ornement its school grounds and other public places by planting shade
trees, and their park like appearance distinguish them as much as the splendid bullde

ings, The schools maintein a high standard under the direction of ?

vho has been superintendent since « (Before him, neme from first, if pose

gible, and note any who have achieved eny fame sinceé he left Ge¢ R,) The high school
amual is called "Pine Needles," and ranks high amonpg the school publications of the
state.

Enlightenment, education and culture are reflected in churches,

hospitals, a : publie library of volumes,

employees steadily in attendance.

The Ttasca Comnty Fair is held ammuelly at G. R, and the yearly exhibits come
pare favorably with similar displays elsewhere in the country.

The Ttasca Paper Company was incorporated in 1901 and at once set about ime
proving the great water powér of the Miss. river here. Dams were built whieh provide
at 18 foot fall of water. This was made to run several sets of turbine wheels, 3500
h.p. boing available at high water, and 1200 at lowest stage. The spasmodic manipu-
lation of the govermment dams on the upper Wiss, less power is available here tham if
the natural flow of the river was interupted, (so in 1909 == see if it is same today)

The plant of the company comprises a number of brick buildings. Much of the
pulp consumed is manufactured here, from 8000 to 9000 (see if figures are same in

1940) cords of pulp being consumed anmually, but, in times of low water, the pulp mill
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is closed and the pulp used has to be shipped in., The paper mill has a capacity for
turning out 50000 tons of print paper each 24<hour day (see if same in 1940 as 1909)
and employs an average of 100 people in its day and night shifts, Wuch of the product
is sold direct to mewspaper publishers, the balance going to wholesale paper dealers
throughout the west, The plant began operations in 1902,

Besides the paper and pulp mills and other minor departments, the company

operates a shingle mill in commeetion with the plant, (check for certainty) This

turns out 15,000,000 shingles per ennum. The waste from the shingle bolts, as well

as all other wood waste, is used as fvel for heating boilers by which means steam
power is made to supplement the water power when needed, An additional 500 h,p. is

secured in this way.
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"Nestling within a stone's throw of the far famed Pine Country in the heart of

10,000 lakes regions, is G, R,«ethe trade center of Minnesota's primitive wvacation

With four beautiful lakes wholly or partly inside its limits and the Mississi=
& J
business center,

land.
pri rumming through, G. Rs can be at once your playground snd your

Every advantage of a metropolis is offered to the vacationist; hotels with excellent

facilities, garages with complete equipment, large modern stores with the latest and
Fish, cemp, boat, swim, golf, hunt.

finest in moderately priced merchandise, ®+s"
There is a branch of the State Agrieultural School and experiment Station
Butter, potatoes, and honey are equal %o those produced anywhere. Maple suger

here,

ede in large quemtities.
R. is the South and West Gateway to the land of pines, in the midst of the
innesota's great wildernecss.

.
i8 ™

2

"
(re

lakes and streams which border the road to

Easily Accessible From All Points.

Highway 55 from the Twin Cities, No., 8 from Daluth, the "Scenic” from Marcell
’:‘. :‘

and International Falls, 8 from Bemidji and Crookston, 34 from Walker and Detroit
(Check all these for accuracy,

Lakes and 35 from lesaba Iron Range eonverge in

and add eny more you find exist)




Article by A. L.la Freniere in Mimne Conservationist,
IS?ar. 103’1.

+#*"Grand Rapids is a wideawake, progressive, advaneing town that was listed
tn the 1930 census as having a pepulation of 3,209, but which in reality has grown
since that time to about 4500 population,

"opand Bepids is fully awele to its summer outing and summer resident possie
bilities, and it is doing much to make the atays of those fortunate encugh to visit
G, R. Attractive and pleasant and enjoyebles Dvery line that may be of interest to
the summer folks may be found in the large list of business establishments, and this
is one locality wherc the prices are not "upped' on the visitors. Close to 100
surmer resorts with sccommodations for summer visitors are listed in Itasea county
of which G, R, is the county seat., These resorts range from farm homes with two €o
three or four cottages to rent on some beautiful lake, %o resorts having as many as

20 o 30 cottages with elaborate main halls with all kinds of facilities for enjoying

evenings and other indoor periods.

"lakes in this territory are erystal clear, with shores that include sandy
beaches and the mysterious boggy outlets and bayous that attract the exploring mind.
In a1l are fish of various kinds, some having fine walleeyed pike and Worthern pike
fishing, others having bass and erappie, others muskellunge. There are trout streams
where the man who likes that kind of sport on woodland spring small streams can pet
plenty thrills, s+

"sssGrand Rapids #** is an interesting place to look over, with its four lakes
in the village limits, its paper mill, its exceptionally beautiful fair grounds, schools,
and evergreenedecked homesites. ##+" (The Chippewa National Forest comes %o the edge
of towme)

"o, R, i% on the westerm énd of the Mesaba irom range, and mines come to withe

in three miles N.B. of G. R., with the range cutting through the N.W, part of the
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village %o & point sbout five miles S.W. (Mining this district yet?) The closest

actual mining operations in 1938 were at Coleraine and Bovey eight miles HeEes where

open pit mining with steam shovels and trains, and similar mining by the conveyor
system can be seen, Iundreds of drives through beautiful woodlands, many of them
over trails cut to heretofore inaccessible peaces through the wooded country by CCC
workers ***"

The Pimmish section of fermland is interestings Their methods of farming are
intensive, and their buildings--some of them, intermingled with others--smack of the
old country, On almost any drive wild deer may be seen as G. E. is in the center of
the best deer country in Mimn,

Three beautiful golf courses--the Pokegama Country club, on Pokegama Lake, 3.
of G, R, the Otis course st Otis Lodge and the Swan Lake Coumtry club course at Swan
Lake,

Two ereameries in G+ R, handles a million pounds of butterfat a year, and vast
quantities of poultry, veal and egzs. The territory around G4 By furnishes the famous
Arrowhead potatoes.

Churches of almost all denominaetions serve the communitys The main fraternal
orders have lodges, and there is a Lions club and a Rotary elub in G, R. The G, R.

Commereial elub is the leading civic organization.

Location
180 miles north of lpls. over state highway No. 169 and 80 miles west of
Duluth on highway Ho. 2, it is served from the South by Wo. 160, surfaced all the way
from the south, and highway No. 6. o 169 teo the H.,E, through the iron range towns, No,

38 He The great Northern furnigshes accommodations by rail, and air service is quite




Location » (continued)

extensively used by chartered and privately owned planes that use air ports in and

adjacent to G. R. (check present day air service--any commercisl a.s.?)




\

Sune Octe 22, 1022

There iz a commumity church, Presbyterians, Methodists end Baptists have
is & handsome church, and a handsome manse, The minister (who is it now?)
Jo Parkes in 1922) does not preach doctrined sermons,
schools are impressiwely houses and very efficient, The new Coumty High

school cost (?) $400.000.00.

Industry in Multiple

Most of the range towns have no industries aside from the minimg, but G, E,
has a paper mill, a shingle mill, a lath mill and a cooperage works, (or just a head=

ing mi1l?) The name is the Itasca Cooperage company (with whiech is incorporated the

lath mill). The shingle factory is the White Cedar ghingle mill {see if this ism't

a department of the paper Co.) Tho name of the Paper plant is the Ttasea Paper
company. All three of these concerns are the property of the owners of the 5t, Paul
Dispatech and Pioneer Press, which newspapers are printed on the products of the paper

(See if this has changed hands by 1940) The presemt owners took it over in
1916 (7).

Above the handsome dam beside the mill is a long pond, containing much spruce
wood for the making of pulps Below the dem the river rushes away wnder a bridge and
around a bend to the southward and out of sights Grand Rapids lies on both banks of

sissippi River, Om the south side there are many large pines and & gentle hill.

The county hospital is over there, amd e pretty residemce section,
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"On Deecember 18th Charles G. Miller made his last visit to Grand
Rapids as a traveling salesman.

Charles Miller began to sell paper in Grand Rapids in 1892. He
sold paper to all of the new comwunities of Northeastern Mimmesota. He
saw the growth of this section and took an importent part in it.

This man begen his busineés cereer down in Duluth in 1871l He
gtarted & newstand to which was later added some stationery.  This
business grew into & retail store. It then beceme a wholesale house,
The present concern is the Luluth Paper and Specimlties Company. When

Er. Miller quit work last month, efter wishing to retire for sbout a

year, he cempleted 63 yearé of lebor without the loss of a day's paye

He is in most exoellent condition except that is difficult to recall
nemes. He outranks all other traveling men in length of service to
this particular part of the states

When lre Miller quits his visits to Grand Repids the community
loses a friend who took an important part in one particular enterprise
that has grown in importance. Northeastern kinnesots wished an sgricul-
tural experimeitel statione A commiseion was appointed to select a site
for such en institutions The board of commissioners of St. Louls
county was to select one member for that commission. Nr. Niller, as
menber of thet county board, was seleoted to sit on the state commission
and took his duties seriously. Other members of the commigsion to se-
lect the site and appointed from the southern part of the state said
they did not cere where the farm was locsteds They were having a good

time serving on the commissions Cloquet wanted the institutions Duluth
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wished it. But Cherlie Miller thought there was some good land near
Grand Rapids and he and the lete D, M. Guan fixed up the deal for the
designation of the farm heres Iuluthdid not like it. Cloquet was sore.
But the selection was a good onee

Mre. Niller was & democrat. In 1882-83«84 he served in the luluth
land office. Those were the days of great ‘excitement up in This Neck

of the Woodss " Iron ore had been discovered at what later became Tower.

Hinerels were being found on. the Mesaba. Ths lumber barons were steal-

ing all of the timber they could lay their hands upone All was excite-
rent end there was plemty to think and talk sbout.

In 1892 Nr, Miller wes elected a member of the board of county
coanmissioners of St. Louis county. He wes elected as a democrat be=-
cause people did not like the other fellow. Jis soon as he was elected
he began work for the construstion of a highway from Duluth to the
range. Duluth . did not want its In feet that eity seid there never
would be need for such a highway end opposed the bond issue which was

to'provide funds for it. The road, krown as the Miller Trunk Highway

in honor of its sponsor, cost $96,000 €o build. The range was for it.

Within about five years the range wus against the road and Dmluth hed
changed its position and was for its -But the consiruction of the Niller
Trunk was considered & cdaring project in those earlier days and it seems
that very few people really saw sny use for it. In fait, the highway
was not maintained for four:or five vears after it was constructed. It
was one of the first highways to be paved and the location of this road
thet was {irst built meerly 40 years ago, is, in general, the location

of the modern roed bed end pavement.
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When lre. Miller ceme here first in 1692 there was but one customer
for a certain kind of paper that later came into universal use. That
was Pig Eye Kelly who ra&an a saloons His building was the only one with
modern plumbing facilities.

-

Mre Miller looks beck upon the days of logging, wilderness and
the lumberjacks He wss cspecially interested in the mocse for he has
especial sdmiration for this monarch of the forest. The moose is a
most powerful animel. He remembers that one of them trotted along side
of the railroad tricks between Duluth and Tower for several minutes one
days The train was going at least 40 miles an hour. The old moose was
keeping up without effort. He was jogging elong easily, striding over
stumps and crashing down smaller trees as he weat.

A MooSe was not only fast but he was strongs In 1892 there was &
lumber cémp down near the river in Grand Rapids. Some one had picked
up a young moose when a oalf and it had grown to be a year or so old
in captivity. It had a rope around its neck and was tied up to a tree.
The popular sport wes to see if men enough could attech themselves to
the rope to hold the moose. One day, efter Er. Miller and his friends
had eaten dinner at the camp. 14 good, husky wmen unfastened the rope
and then tried to hold the animel. The young moose started to pull and
the men couldn't begin to hold hime They had to snub the rope around
& nearby tree. Such was sport in the early days.

lre. ¥iller has made his last trip to Urand Rapids and lays aside
his title as the traveling salesman oldest in service to the merchants

of the community. He says that he hes had lots of fun and looks forward

to & rest after 63 years of work."
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"Very few poople, except Indians, have been in this Neck of the
Woods for over a half century. In fact, an accurate count might show
but & dozen or sos All those who have résided here that long should
form a Half Century Club and should be guests of honor at the 0ld Sett-
ler's dance.

John Bkelly of Cohesset is a pioneer of real distinetion. He came
here in 1882, helped to build the community of Cohasset in the early
nineties and has lived there since.

This story runs true to form for the early part of his life. He
was born in Canade, where many s resident of this section was bora.

His earliest days were spent neoar Montreel. As a well g rown up youth
he came to Michigan where he handled the axe and saw as & professional.
A friend told him asbout Minnesote and when he was 21 years of age he
started for this state. IHe intended to go to Wadenas But when he was
on the train s men ceme through whosaid that he wished some tlie makers
up this ways John Skelly had not mede ties but he came along end the
spring of 1862 saw him at work for Wilsonemd Gillespie. These early
loggers later helped to lay out Grend Repids and put their names on
the map of the villages 'There mein cemp was at Grab Pile, about 20

miles southeast of Grand Rapids on the Mississippis

In the spring of 1862 the Hartley Brothers were taking the first

drive of logs out of Hartley lLake, down Hartley Brook and down the
Prairie. John Skelly helped with t hat drive, then went to Brainerd,

worked on the drive on the Mississippl for awhile then c'eme back to




Grand Rapids Notes
B« H. Hause
November 4, 1940

(Cont*d}

Aitkins That community had been started before but was still small.
There were fewer than a half a dozen whi;e women in the town et that
time., The summer was put in as & carpenter om some of the earlier
buildings of the towm.

Then followed several years of work in this immedidte seections In
1683 considerable time was spemt on the govermment dams being built to
control the water levels of Wimnibigoshish and Leeches That was the time
of the smallpex epidemic which killed meny people of this section. The
whole countryside wes in feers Ome night & man stumbled into the camp
at the govermment deme. He was sick and wes immediately removed to a
tent with e esretakeéer who had already suffered from the pox, But it
turned out. that it wes weasles. However, John Skelly did net know what
the next sick men might have and after the ice was out of the river he
took & cance down rivers Ome hight in the spring of 1884 he slept under
his canoe at the place where Bass Brook emters the Mississippi. Little

did he dresm that most of his later life would be spent at that place.

In 1884 %p, Skelly was asked to serve some papers to take possess=

ion of some logs thet had been floated down the Bigfork. These were
hung up at Big Falls. The trip was med: from Brainerd up the'river by
canoe, up through Winnibigoshish and into Cutfocot lakey Then there was
the portage to the Bowstring and thenoe down the Bigfork. It was on
this trip that John Skelly made the acquaintence of Chief Lusticogan,
who also. left his nsme on the maps For 34 days the traweéler did not
see a single whitée man except his guide, Joe Bomnsville, who later
lived near Deer lake up north and waslilled by an indian.

Theré were no rosds in this section in those early days. The
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travelwas on féot or by cance in sumiser end dy horse and sled in the
winters John Skelly helped to.build the first imporient roed in this
whole north cotntrys It wes the highway built from Grand Bapids to
Palisede, on the Wississippi. Three thousand &ollars hed been set

aside to cut out 65 miles of road through the dense forests and across

the swampse Thé sumrer of 1805 was spent by John Skelly in this work.

The road was out out sbout 20 feet wide. Some of it could not be used
to good sdventage but parts of it became later highways of importance.

In those early days there were very fow people in Grand Rapldes
There were a few log buildings down by the river and vhere the business
part of town now lies was the densest of pine foreete In 1882 or there-
abouts there was the liskefield store in what is now Grend Fapids and
gopping plece or two, Fet Casey was running & store in what sre now
known a8 the Theaton buildingse Le Fe Knox wes ane arly merchant, as
was the late John Eeckfelts Smong those who John Skelly knew best in
those earliost times were Ere Enox and Lr., Cesey end also M. L. Toole,
¥ike Jordan, Tom snd Mike Neilpine, Al lason and Bob lMolabe+ In addit-
ion to these earlier residents there were a mumber of pecple who lived
in the earlier community for but a few months end others who cemeé here
with regularity over & period of years.

Since the early 1890's John Skelly made his headquarters at Cohasset.
He treveled around some but slways came back to ltases county. He went
west to the férests on the coest but he cmme back. In 1902 he purchased
the Skelly Hotel at Cohasset which he operated for some yearss IHis chief
business wes logging end in this he wus always known as n successful and
officient operstors In his logping work he wes interested with his

brothers, Uwen and James."
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"One of the best informed men on the habits, customs and language

of the Chippewa Indians, emong all who live in Grand Rapids, is George

Galbreathe Coming to Northern Mimnesota when e lad but twenty years
hed to learn the Chippewsa' language if he was to
of ege, Mr. Galbreath soon lenrned that he/hold converse with the In-

disns. So well did he apply himself to the study of the language that
he was soon eble to converse with the Indians, and in less than two
years was in-demand as an interpreters.

Long years sgo before the Federsl goverment undertook the education
of the Indisns, there were schools maintained on the reservations.
These achools were taught by missionaries, some of them white men and
wonen, others Indlans who had embraced Christimnity end applied them=
selves to the study of lungueages. The early missionaries had made
translations of the Chippewa langusge, and had printed a number of
books. These books included & part of the Bible, several primers for
teaching reading, and a joint Chippewe-English dictionary, es well as
other workse

Joung Indians who could be induced to go to school were taught, in
schools near Leech lake, on the Vhite Earth reservation, end on the
shores of Red laske, to read and write in Chippews. BSome of these édu-
cated Indians yet remain; taking prominent rleces in the business
affaeirs of thelr home end coumunties. When Uncle Sam started to edu-
cate the Indians, the teaching of Chippewa was stopped, and for many
years there has been no eoffort rede to keep alive the written language
of the tribe by teeching it Lo the boys and girls. 4is a result there

are very few of Lhe younger generation who can read and write Chippewa,
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though all of them can read and write readily in English. The Federal
scheme for educating the Indians dié not include & possibility of
teaching two langueges, as desirable as this might have been from the
standpoint of Indian history.
George Galbreath has traveled extensively in all sections where
Chippewa INndians live, He finds their langusge to be identieal in

Northern Ninnesota, Wisconsin and Nighipan, but when the Chippews

trives living in Canads are reached there are some differencess Al-

though kr. Galbreath was able to understand the Chippewas living a
hundred miles or so north of the 800, he found many words radically
differents In North Dekota there are some Chippswas, and here they are
intermingled with Crees. The Cree language is very similar to Chippews,
end I diens of either tribe can hold conversations with the others

The Chippewa lenguage is & musical ones. 1ts vowels are soft end
its consonants not harsh to the ears. The sound of the Chippewas in
conversation has often been liked to the sound of nstives from southern
Europe, Italy or Spain, telking together. The Sioux, however, have a
more gutteral language, harsh in tone and effect. It 1s stated that
the Sioux, the Tetons, the LDlackfeet, the Pawness and the Commanches,
all have « somewhat similar language, while the Chippewa is often
thought to have been derived from the Iroguois and lelaware. lndians
who lived in the New England stetes and New York at the time of the
settlemont of 'the first colonies; three hundred years agos One thing
which seems to bear out this contemtion is the emblem of the turtle,
used even up to a short time ego by Chippewas living in Itasca gounty.
The turtle was also the emblem of the Deleownre Indians, and chiefs of

that tribe had the devide of the turtle tatooced on their bressts.
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1t is diffiocult for a person ignorant of the Chippewa language to
understand . the system of descriptive adjectives usede Frefixes are
used with a root word, to indicate different shades of medning. For

exeample, the word fat in inglish is "Fomitty' in Chippewa. (Spelling

not guerenteeds) A prefix meaning pig is used when lard is specified,

and still another prefix when butter is to be describeds  The latier
word, freely translated, means fbat mgdo from the milk of the cowe'

Pokegama, as applied to the lake near Grand Repids, means the body
of water near, but not of, the big river, or main witer. The same name,
and for the same reason, 1s piven to a lake in Pine county, near the
Snake river there, Indian children were warned of an evil spirit,
whioch liked nothing better than to devour bad little girls end boyse
For some reason Indians living near Pokegama lake had this Vendego live
ing on an'island in the east part of the lake, hence Wendsgo island,
Wendago park, and the Wendego school of the present daye

Winnibigoshish, that large, shallow lake lying between Itasca and
Gass counties, is so shallow that its waters become roily and muddy
when the wind blows strongly. lence it was quite proper for the Indians
to give it a long name, hard for some tourists to pronounce, which
means 'Roily webers' The neme is not derived from common language
roots, however, for no part of the word Winnibigoshish means lake,
water or rivers

The Chippewa word for is 'Sekiagas,' and for water is 'sebee.’
By hendily using the prefix meaning big, or large, the syllable 'chi,'
the Missisgippi river becomes 'Chi-sebee,' in Chippewns The work Kiss~

issippi is Sioux, not Chippewa."
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Crand Hapids Herald Review
Wednesday, Ostober 2, 1936
Pe 1, cols 1

"Nany of the pioneers who have alded in the developement of Northe

era Kimnesota have passed on, and their deeds are all thet remain.
Some of the, however, are still living, and are active in l1life. Such
a one is a well known gentleman who visited in Grand Repids last Wednes-
days looking up old friendes whom he had not scen for years, and delight-
ing himself with the developement of the town which he first sew when
there less than half a dogen bulldings heres

The man who visited hLere last week is Roland H. Hartley,; of Ever-
ett, Weshington. Mres Hartley has mede his home in Everett for many
years, except for the eight years he spent as governor of the state of
feshington. He left linnesota in 1903, and visits back have been in=-
frequents

Dorn in New Drunswick, Canade, Holand H, Hartley was one of a fem=
ily of nine boys and three girls. The family later emigrated to Minn=
esota, and lhere & number of the brothers made nenies for themselves as
the aildeéd in the development of a wilderness area. Several other New
Brunswick femilies moved to Ninnesota from the seme neighborhood es
the Hartleys. One of the regollections of koland Hartley's boyhood is
the fact that he went to a little distriet school with lrs. De e Gunn,
then a small girl just entering schools

The first trip Eoland “artley made to Grand Repids wes when a worker
on & Kississippi river flatboat he helped take a cargo of supplies from
Aitkin to Lake Bemidjl, where s company was exploring timber lends. The
flatbost was towed to Grand Repids by steesmboat, but from this point te

the present site of Bemidji was moved upstream and scross the lakes by
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& crew of men’'equipped with lomg poles. It was a slow and tedious job,
but the supplies were finally landed at their destinstion.

Two yearslater, or in 1880, sane of the older brothers bhad organ-
ized a logging company to operate on the headwalers of Frairie river and
had a camp at Hartly lake, afterward named in their honore ‘Ronald Hart-
ley‘wns placed in charge of the commisary, and had to haul the supplies
from Aitkin with a four horse trein. He set 'a record at that time for
& quieck trip from Hartley lake to Aitkin and returm of eight days.

After the logs were landed in the Prairie river waters, JNr. Hartley
stayed with them and helped drive them to the MKinneapolis mills where
they were saweds While engaged in this work Nr. lartley beceme acguain-
ted with ell who lived in Grand Rapids, and remembers L. F. Knox and
kike MeAlpine as two of the most importaﬁt eitizens.

Though he served his apprembieeship in the hard work of the logging
caps and on the drive, the clerical side of life appealed more to Mr.
Hartley, and 1884 he located in Aitkin, then logging headquarters for

the north half of Minnesote. 'Here he became secretary and eclerk for

Carl Dougles. This was & full time pesition, night end day, for keep+-

ing the desk in the hotel was one of the duties. Working opposite to
Mr. Hartley was a young man destined to lesve his mark in Grand Rapids
end Itasca county later. He was none other than Di M, Guan, and a
friendship was commenced which ended only with the death of lir. Gunn.
With his brother Guilford G. Hartley, Roland laid out a part of the

present village of Grend Rapids, and sold lotses Finding this profit-
able they weit to Cass-lake,rought land and platted a townsite, which
they sold. ‘¥r. Hartley lived there f or several years, and the “artley

summer home as Cass lake, built of peeled Norway pine logs, was one of
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the show places of the village for many years.

in 1866 kReland Hertley went to kinneapolis, as secretary for men
engeged in lumber milling. He became amoquaintéd with David K. Clough,
who was then entering politics, and later his service as privete secre=-
tarys When ¥r. Clough was named governor of linnesota, lr. Hartley was
officially made his private secretary. His association with Nr. Clough
lasted eleven years. During the Chippews Indian outbreak at leesch Lake,
kir. Hartley was sent out in command of 125 men to protect the morthern
settlements. With his soldiers he ceme Deer River, where a small fort

part of the men left. The others prepared fortification
at Cass lake, where they remained until all danger was over.

The business side of logging operations in Washington drew Mr. Harte
ley there in 1903. He continued his business succession the west, and
in 1916 entered politics as a candidate for governor on the Republiscan
ticket. ‘He lost out in the primaries and again became a candidate in
1920, only to again run second in ¢ he Republicen primary. In 1924,
however, he was nominated, and elected governor of Washingteon by the
largest mejority ever given up to thet time. He was agaim & candidate
in 1928 for the four year term, and repeated his former success with
an even greater majoritys Since that tine Mr. Hertley has not been
ective in politics, but admits that he is listening to calls from meny
places in Washington, urging him to beoomé a candidste for governor

again in 1936."
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Grand Raplds Herald Review
Wednesday, August 28, 1936
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"Perhaps in no other town in kinnesote sre so many interssting
characters found as in (rand Repldse Here almost every man who has lived
paat middle age hes taken part in stirring dramas of action in a new
country, and has tales to fell which e qugl those of the wildest fietion
writérs, with the added virtue of being true.
In this eolumn we tell of a few ineidents in the 1ife of Ootave
Audette, quiet citiszen of the town, who developed & {ine farm on the
Pokegema lake raod, but who in his youth tock part in the exploration
of ‘the wild west, in lakota, ilontana and Nebraskas
Bagck in 1876, when a young man 18 years of age, Vr. iundette left
#inneapolis and went out to Fort Abercromble, Hontenm; where he had
heard that the United States Army was needing teamstors. He signed on
to drive six mules, and began work on kay 12, remaining with the army
for five and a half monthse During most of this time kr. Audette cdrove
the wagon which sarried the personel baggage of Lieut. lee, who was in
charge of one the companies. There were 800 soldiers in the entire
bettalion, and & nunber of wagons were reguired to haul supplies and
equipments | Mre. Audette was one:of 64 tesmsters, and each man was ro-
guired to drive either six horses or six mules. Roads there were none,

trails used winding around the buttes and across the coulees which

the wide prairies at [reguent intervalss

During the first part of his work with the army, the detachement
busy eorrecting the international survey, the boundry line between
United States and Canadase. -This work ended ot Cuf Bank river, and

party turned back towerd the east. lajor Reno was in general command
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at this time, and it was during this portion of the march that General
Custer and his entire command was killed by the Sioux Indians« While
Mrs Audette has not been in the Custer command, he had seen him fre-
quently, and mourmed as did the soldiers when word ceme of his tragie
death with all his men slain.

fieges were none too good in the army im those early days. Hired
teamsters such as kr. Audette received $30 & month and their board, but
privete soldiers werc only paid §16 per monthe But two regular meals
were furnished, although the soldiers were supplied enough hard tack to
keep them busy chewing between mealse As lire Audette remembers, the
army cooks did not baking while in the field. Baked bread was served

ut twice during the entire summer, those occasions being when the
commeand was near enough to an army post to get such supplies.

Yeat was not st all difficult to get, for there were thousands of
buffalo on the plains. At ome time the officers, through their field
glassed saw & cloud a dust in the ‘distance, and though it hostile In=-
dians coming to attacks The wagon train was directed to gorral, putiing
the wagons on thé outside of the oircle and the mules and horses inside,
and scouts were thrown out in front., It was soon seen that the dust was

raised by an immense herd of buffalos, which had been stampeded by a

prairie fire, and which were galloping seross the ‘plains. Scldiers

were ordered out in fromt of theé corral to shoot down the buffalo and
cause the herd to divide, bto prevent the destruetion of the wegons and
males beneath the thumdering herds When twenty or more of buffalos in
the 1lead had been piled up dead, the heard did divide, part goling omn

either side of the soldiers. The dust rose in clouds, so that it was




Grend Reapids Notes
He He Hause
November 1, 1940

almost impossible to see, the passage of the herd requiring an hour or
mores Wen feasted on fresh buffele steaks that night, without strute.
Word was received that néﬁroea in Vissouri were ceusing trouble to
white settlers, end em army detachment was ordered there. The soldiers
assigned included Lieut. lee and his company, snd kire. Audette was dir-

soted to scoompany them. Pessage was secured down the Mississippi

piver on & steamboat, &nd shortly after their errivel in Popular River,

Kissouri, the tesrsters were pald off and allowed (o return home.

Born near Quebee, Canadas, Octave Audette came to the United States
with his parents when but five years of sges They ceme up the lakes to
where Superior, Wisconsin, is now located, and went overland to Minnea=
polis. Soon after his experiences with gsoldiers and buffalo, Lr. Audette
moved to Crookston, where he lived until the year of the Hinckley fire,
when he came to Grand Rapids for the first time. florking in the woods
here in the winter of 1893 and 1884, he returned to Crookston, but he
had alresdy deelded to come here and live.

In his early residence in Itesca county, Octave Audette bought
eighty acres of lend along the Pokegema lake roed, all covered with
heavy 4imbere This he cleared and developed into a farm, which he sold
a fow months ago to Joseph Hauffe' The land was a part of the original
homestead taken by Le Fe Knox, who was one of the first white men to

engage in business in Grend Rapids.”
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Grend Rapids Herald Review
Wednesday,June 15, 1935
Ps 1, gols 1
"A pioneer resident of Grand Rapids is visiting in the community.
Re E+ Dougles, & brother-in-law to 1. D. Rassmussen is here from Seattle,
Washingtone
My« Douglas is one .of the men who have always tried to get as far
north as possibles ‘Hé was borm down at Aitkin in 1878. His father was
Carl Douglas who build the Jouglas House at Aitkin in the very earliest
days of a community that was then the north outpost of eivilization in
Kinnesota. In the days of his youth Koy Douglas saw the great activity
incidental to lumbering operations. Altkin was headquarters for all the
logging work of the north country. :The town hes had as many as 400
horses stabled at one time on their way to the woods. The Douglas
House would be filled with loggers and lumberjecks for weeks at a time.
In 1852 Carl Lougles moved to Grend Repids. He engaged in logging
and his first operations were on Sugar lake. K. E+ Douglas attended
the local schools and in ebout 1895 went to work for Clark Clay, well
known logger who died some years ago at Bera. lr. Dougles recounts the
ebility, fairness and reputation of lir. Cley, who was well known as one
of the best of the later day loggers. liis operestions were carried om
in the woods in winter and usually there was raillroad work to use men
end horses in sunmers
In 1898 Cerl Douglas decided that Grand kapids was herdly new
enough for his pioneer inclinations so he went to Alaska+ le went to
Alaska. ‘He want to the Elondike fﬁr golds About two ycars later his
son followed him end after six years apent on Sulphur Creek eamnd other
places in the gold country Hoy Dougles returned to the United States a

little worse off then hé wes when he left."

i
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WEVER HEARD OF THE POKEGAMA BEAR?

M. MecAlpine Tells Interesting Bit of
Barly History Inspired by Capture of
Bear.

e an T . e

Reminisences of the Early Days.

) o =

Only Five Men Left of the Residents of This
Section in the Year 1874.

Have you ever heard of the Pokegama beart? The Fokegama bear
is & character intimately interwoven in the earliest history of Itasca
county, and the ingcident of his capture is & true tale which was writien
into verse by Frank Hasty, one time lumberjack and later a eruiser for
lumder ¢ompanies throughout this section. Nr. Hasty dled in Minneapolis
last year. The story of the Pokegama bear was recited to the writer by
Mike Mchlpine whom we heard one day singlag to himself some verses which,
when we asked him what the verses were, said it was the story of the
Pokegana Bear,

It seems that in the fall of 1874, Mr. MeAlpine had come up from
Minneapolis to work in the woods for F. P. Clark, then one of the promi-
nent loggers in this section. Clark had a number of camps and much timber,
as 414 all the loggers who logged here in those days, and Mr. McAlpine and
the crew to which he was assigned wers in camp at the head of Pokegans
lake on what was then Knowlton's arm, now kmown as Black's arm, the camp
belng on the south side of the lake just north of what is now Chris

Erickson's fine dairy farm.

cvm
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The lumberjacks in those days wers almost all lainites. Those who

weren't were Scotchmen from Nova Scotie and New Brunswick and o few hapd

Irishmen and Yankees who had found thelir way into the morth woods, and many
of whom later became the ploneers of this section. The foreman of the camp
in which My, MecAlpine worked was & man nemed John Hanson, & native of NHova
Scotia, and a hard man among hard customers. The name Hanson suggests the
Seandinavian, bdut Mr. MeAlpine says that there were no Scandinavians intro-
duted into this country until some years later. He says he remembers when
the firet Swedes came to this section to work in the woods - he remesbers
it by a peculiar incident which occurred when he visited a camp in which
soms of the men were working. He had been 'farming' for his bosces through
one gummer at the head of Big Trout lake, and he went to this camp for some-
thing or other. His dog, acoustomed to hearing Chippewa and English spoiren
and Lo the ways and wolces and intonations of the woodsmen and Indians it
was agcustomed to being with, had stood with dristling hair and come running
to heel and grovling after hearing a party of Scandinavians talking among
themselves - a thing not at all unusual with dogs when they hear or experiense
some new or unusual phenomena.

But to come dack to the Pokegama bdear, one Marris 0'Hearn who was
loading the teams had gotten through loading the four teams that were haul-
ing t0 the lake probably a guarter or a half a mile away and bad & 1little
$ime on his hands, and, as it wag colder than, well, pretty doggone cold,
he decided to build & fire. He went to a hollow pine stub to get kindling,
and when he commenced ghopping into the stud, the bear jumped out and made
for the timber, and 1% was hard to tell which was more scared - O'Hesun or
the bear. Hasty and a man named Quinn gave chase, tut before they could
overtake Bruln, My. MgAlpine, who was in the chopping not far from the road,

saw the bdear goming and hiding behind a tree alongside of the road (the beas
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had by that time taken to the road where the rumning was easier than through
the deep snow) knoclked Bruin in the head with his axe and killed him. (It
is interesting to note that in those days they chopped with ‘pole axes' in-
stead of the double-bitted axes of today.) The oll of the bear those days

it seens, was prised more highly than the skin or the meat, and the bdear was
taken to camp and the oll tyxled out on a Sunday morning. That day MeAlpine
and Hasty had gone out to iook up axe handle timber, and they were gone longer
than they intended, and when thay got back to eamp, the grease had all deen
tried out and lo, they had lost their share of the oil, it having all been
claimed by those who had bottles ready to help themselves as it came from the
kettles,

Before submitting Mr, Hasty's verses on the Pokegama bear, which
will be appended hereto, it is interesting to note some of the memories of
Mr. MeAlpine of those days lomg ago. South of Pokegama lake, whigh is now
& hardwood country with comparatively 1little pine, there was scarcely any
hardwood and the only timber was pine - mostly white pine. The same is true
of the territory all around Pokegama lake, and all through this section. The
pine was beautiful stuff, three logs to & load and 1,800 feet or more in every
log. Those daye they hauled largely with oxen, though some camps had horses.
The old Mainites, however, would have nothing But the oxen - four and six to
a team - & road full of horns, the Mainites would say, 'and we'll haulin on
"em out.'

All the lumbering centered in Minneapolis. The men, supplies, etc.,
would come up to Aitken on the N.P. yallroad which had ventured that far

porth, and from there by steamboat up the Mississipp! river. Orand Rapids

did exist then., That is, there was hardly & settlement here at that time.

A 1ittle birchbark cabin east of the place where Roy Wheaton's log dwelling
house now stande housed a small 'store’ conducted by Jo Gould. ‘Lo’ Seavey,
later quite prominently identified with the history of the river, and about
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the same time, Warren Potter, of Altkin, who died a few years ago, conducted
& atore in which he afterward took ia as hils partner Pat Casey, who came wp
to work for him in 1878. The firm of Potter and Casey was for a long time

prominent in this section and existed until recemtly at Altkin.

Even in those days the fertility of the soll was recogniszed, and

while none of the people here at that time dreamed of ever seeing this a
famming country or of its ever being a farming section, all of the loggers
kept a man or two at the 'headguarters ranch' to 'watoh camp,' take care
of the open, and do a 1ittle famming - ralse potatoes, bagas, cadbbage, car-
rotts and other vegetadles for the next winter's logging, and %o look after
making hay on the extensive meadows which lined the Mississipp! at inter-
vals, the haying crew coming up about the first of August. Pollowing the
wiater of 1874~70, Mr. MeAlpine remained in this section for F. P. Clark to
lock after thelir faming, ete. Mr. NeAlpine says that it was during that
sunuer, while boating hay down the Misslseippl into Pokegama lake that he
first met VWall Leeman., My. Reemesn was cooking for Tidd & Fayal at thelr
river camps upon White Oak Polnt, Nr. NMeAlpine says that he can testify that
Mr. Loeman was in that section at that time and has been here since, and he
doesn't know how long befors.

In the conduct of these farming occupations the crudest kind of
implaments were used, and Mr. MeAlpine says that the first plow and the
first wagon drought into this section were brought in by F. P. Clark about
the time he first came herve.

Among the loggers who logged in this section are many firms now
no lingsr remembered. My, McAlpine rememders the names of the firms that
conducted hundreds of camps all through this section on waterflowing inte
the Hississippl. One logezing firm that left & work that still remains is
the firm of Smith & Mackey who logged on Sugar lake. They landed many
thousands of feet of logs on Sugar lake plamning to float them down the
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creek between Sugar lake and Pokegama lake. Because they could not get
enough of a headwater to float the logs, the winter's cut was abandoned
in the brook, and the logs are there to this day, many of them in such a -
state of preservation that not long ago it was planned to salvage them and
have them cut into timber.

The population of what is now Itasca county - at that time practi-
cally the whole of northeastern Minnesota was really a part of Crow Wing
county - was very sparse in summer., Not over 20 men - there were no white
women - lived here the year arocund. These were engaged in watching camp
and farming for the loggers. Among them were Walt Leeman, Lo Seavey, Al
Nason, Bob McCabe, Al Casey, Al Hatchison, Joe Gould (it's his lake where
the good pike fishing is now), James Affleck (brother of George Affleck of
Arbo), 814 McDonald, Warren Mclean, Hugh Cox, Jim Weatherbee, Pat Hawley,
Pat O'Halloran, Cleve Stafford, Charley Seeley, Charles Lyons, Gillette
Beecher, Chris Burns, Tom McDougall, Tom Smith, Archie McBurnie, James
Mackie, Black Hawk, Mike McAlpine, Jerry Whitney, Luther Brown, John Ferguson,
Bill Nelson, Tom Bogwell and Bill Hom.

All of these men are dead except Valt Leeman, Mike McAlpine and
Luther Brown who live in Grand Rapids, Chris Burns of Cass Lake and Charles
Lyons recently of Ball Cludb, Many of these men passed away only in recent
years and were well known even to comparatively recent comers to this sec-
tion. Many others are also lmown both for their own personalities and for
the memories, both material and of legend, which they left behind. lo
Seavey, Bob McCabe, Al Hason, and Charles Lyons left descendents who bear
their names and who are prominent in the communities in which they make
their homes. Others held public office or took part in the development of
Grand Rapids and other communities of the county and are remembered because

of those connections. The farm now owned by Bert Staley on the Wendago road
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was developed by Charles Seeley and owned by him until a comparatively few
years ago.

Outside of the men mentioned above, the only imhabitants of this
section were Indians, and the story is often told that Mr. NcApono relat-
ed the opening of a cemetery in this section and that'the first white man
to be buried in it was a negro who got drowned.' Mr. McAlpine denies this
tale. He says that the first man who was not an Ind%an to be Duried in
the cemetery was, indeed, a negro lumberjack, but he says that he never re-
ferred to him as a white man. Dr. Roberts, the first physician in this
section, was the first white man to be duried in that cemetery.

With this 'review' of Frank Hasty's verses, let the reader emjoy

the story of the Pokegama bear as related dy Mr. Hasty:

‘Come all you good fellows who like to hear fun,
Come listen me while I sing you & song.

Come listen to me while the truth I declare,
I'm going to sing of the Pokegama bear.

One cold frosty morning the winds they dlew,
We went to the woods our day's work to do,
Yes, into the woods we did guickly repalr,
It was there that we met the Pokegama bear.

One Morris O'Hearn, a bold Irish lad,

Went to build a fire in a bdig pine stud,

He rapped with his axe when he went there;
When out popped the monstrous Polkkegama dear.

With & roar like a lion O'Hesn did swear,

Saying"run boys for Godsake for I found a bear,"

As out through the brush Jim Quinn he did ¢limb,

Saying "to hell with your bear, kill your own porcupine.”

Into the swamp old Bruim 4id go,

O'Hern and Hasty did quiockly pursue

As in through the brush those heroes did tear,
To capture or kill the Pokegama dear.

014 Bruin got sngry for Hasty did steer,
He prepared to receive him without dread or fear,
With his teeth firmly set and his axe in the air,
He slipped and fell on the Pokegama bear.
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Out to the road old Bruin 4id go,

He thought that was better than wading through snow,
Yet, 1ittle he knew what awaited him there,

For fate was against the Pokegama bVear.

There was one Mike MeAlpine of fame and renown,
Noted for foot racing on Canadian ground,

He ran up the road, ralsed his axe in the air,
And dealt the death blow %o the Pokegama bear.

When out to the camp old Bruin was sent,

To skin him and dress him it was our iantent,
And we all agreed that each should have a share
Of the oil that was in the Pokegema bear.

To the cook it was taken, the tallow tried out,
Each man with his bottle did gather about.

When Hasty and McAlpine they both lost thelr share
0f the o1l that was in the Pokegama bear.

Then it was taken, by the cook it was fried,

It was all very good boys, it can't be denied,

It tasted like roast turkey, Bill Monohan did swear,
As he feasted upon the Pokegama bear.

Now my song is ended, snd I'll drop my pen.

Morria O'Hesn he has got the dear siin,

Here 1o long 11fe to you boys, and loag growth to your hair,
Since it 1s greased with the 0ll of the Pokegama bear.' ©
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