MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Minnesota Works Progress Administration:
Writers Project Research Notes.

Copyright Notice:

This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S.
Code, Title 17). Researchers are liable for any
infringement. For more information, visit
www.mnhs.org/copyright.

Version 3
August 20, 2018


http://www.mnhs.org/copyright
http://www2.mnhs.org/library/findaids/00695a.xml

Grand Hapids Notes
He He Hause
November 1, 1540

Grand ‘Rapids “erald Review
Wednesday, lovember 28, 1934
Pe'l, 00ls 1
"Luther Brown of Grand Eeplds is unguestionably the man who has
lived the longest time in Itasca count: No oné now living came. to

this section earlier, according to all that the Herald Review oan as-

certaine

some of ‘older ploncers hed pot died, Luther Lrown would

record as the oldest; of the old settlers. ' He came to

what is now Grand Repids in the year 18738 The winter of that year he
worked on Rice lake, which lies west of Fokegamas He worked in the
lunmber camp of Butler and Lene and when the winter's work was over, he
helped to take the drive dowm rivers

For sbout three yecars Luther Urown worked in the cemps in this
immediate sections He then left Crend lapids and spent about {en years
at what wes celled 'Grub Files' ' This was the headquarters for the
Wilson & Gillespie logging operations in this section. 1t secured its
neme from the fact thet there was & big pile of grubs near the logeing
headquarters on the river.  Grub Pile wgs the ceuter of operations for
guite a distance surrounding it. It was located so that operations,

not only in this section, but on the “wen river could be contrelled by

After several years at Grub Pile and after Wilson and Gillesple
had gone bankrupt, as did many an carly legger, lLuther irown came to
Grend  Rapids. Be hes lived in the commupity since that time. For a

number of years he was active in lumber campse Later he became known

for hie work as & eruiser and his Iméwledge of logging snd timbers
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When Luther Browa first came up river in 1873 he ceme @s far as
the repids on the boat *Pokegemas’ This boat had been used in taking
materials from Crow Wing up the river to Sandy lake and Aitkin for the
construction of the llorthern Facific railroad. The boat was 110 feet
long and was owned by Capbain loughton, one of the men who left his
neme on the plat of Grend Rapids. This boat made ocoasional trips
further north and Luther Erown came up with it. For making steem, wood

Sinee there was no wood out gnd in readiness along the bank
for this purpose, the boat would stop end the crew .and passerigers would
g0 ‘ashore with their sxes. They would gether up snd eéut such dead or
dry wood as. could be found., Th a1ld permit the boat to make: another
leg of the its journsy.

When Luther Brown camé to Grand Repids, no one lived here. There
was-not & single building of logs or frames The big pine came down to
the shores along the Mississippi river. Mr. Brown found éut later thet
Jo Gould had & home in the timber south of the river.  'Gould was then
engaged in trading with the Indiens. 'Gould left his neme on Jo Gould
leke, the body of water which lies between the the Nississippi river and
Pokegena lake. Gould might be known as one of the early residents of
what is now Itasoa county.

Luther Brown became known one of the best men-in the whole north

oxens. #hen he first came to this section, all of the hauling wes

with oxen. . To handle oxen required & special talent or disposition
is .stated that lLuther Srown had it.

In deseribing the manegement of oxeny Mr. Browm stato#that one of

o M ; A . 2 : e
the most importent requirementsis patience. The ox does not move rapidly
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at any time.  On the road he mede & speed of sbout two Lo twp and one=
half miles an hour with a load. They were hitehed together four or six
et & time. What they lacked in speed, they made up in strength and
powere

Luther Brown came to this section within a very few years after
the first logs were cut ‘on the upper Mississippi or on FPokegema lake.
He saw the construction of the first homes and buildings in Grand Rapids.
lie saw the coming of thecrailroad and the outting of timber to a point
of exhsustion of the virgin pine. He today 86 yeers of age and is well
and stronge. ‘No one in this territory has had a larger acquaintence
with the earliestof the pkoneers smong lumbermen or woods workers. He

8 one e {few nen who has seen ¢ developement of ltasca county {rom
i the { ho h th lop tof: 1% ty fro

the days of the Ox to the automobile."
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Grend Repids lerald Review

Wiednesday, May 8; 1956

pe 1; cole 1

If there is any man in Itasca county who knows more about the con=

struction of the govermment dams on the upper Mississippi water than John
Iroop of Arbo township, This Neck 'of the VWoods has been unable to learn
his identity. "Mr. Troop worked on the Pokegama, the Winnibigoshish, the
leech and Sandy lake déms, and is entirelyfmmiliar with their first com-

struction, which was of massive timbers, far different from the concrete

structures which now hold back the waters of the mighty river.

It was B6 yedrs sago last December, when a&s & young man of 20
years of ege in search of work and adventure in a new gountry, John
froop took a contract to eut 200 cords; nc¢ar the mouth of FPreirie river,
for which he wes to get & dollar a cord. Riding up from Aitkin with a
tote bLeam, Mr, Troop found it a busy road, for all the freight used
here had to be bought stegmboat in times of navigation, or by tote
teams. in the winteéers

Wihen he lended in Grand Rapids, lr. Troop found the town to con=
sist of two small log hotels, two small log stores, and two log saloons.
A1l were located near the banks of the river. Below the present location
of the Dlandin Peper company mills. In cutting cordwood and indriving
tote teams, the first winter pessed readily enough, and lir. Troop re-
mained heres

Fifty four years sgo this sumner, construction on the first Poke~
game was started, and ¥r. Troop went to work there. He remained in that
work for & long time, helping shape the huge pine timbers which were
féstened together with drift bolts to hold the head of water in the

river. Later he went to Winnibigoshish lake,; wheré & similer timber
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dam was constructeds Here he resained for & year and e half, or until
the dam was completeds The same crew of builders went then to lLeech

river, snd started & dam on the site of the present Federal dame. This

also was of timber, but lrs Troop did not like the exposed loeation, end

left after working there for two months, and returned to Pokegama dam,
where he worked 58 a cook for the small corew engaged in operations there.

K1l tools and equipment necessary to build dams had been brough up
river on steamboats, so when the next move was Lo build the Sandy Lake
dam, @& huge barge wes constructed, and about 75 tons of equipment loaded
et Pokegema cdam, and the whole thing floeted down the kississippis Mre
Troop remembers that seme difficulty was experienced in getting the huge
barge through the rapids where the paper mill dam is now logcated, but
nothing was lost, and the entire trip meke in 64 hours. ' He remained
at Sandy lake for many months, aiding in oconstruetiom of the first dam
at thet locations.

Returning to Grand Repids; lr. Tropp operated a hotel for a whiles
For' u part of the time taking charge of the kitchen end ecooking for the
guests. e worked as oecesion offers, and remembers well helping Amos
Forsythe build the log house on his homestead. The present IForsythe
farm at Cohasset.

ihen he desired a farm kre Troop bought the land he now ocoupies
in Arbo towmship, on the north shore of Shoal lekes Isre he hes lived
for more than 30 years, raising his family, and developing a fine farm,
whigh he continues to work.

lr< Troop has & fine memory for the old days. He was here during
the 8mall Pox epidemie, end remembers how some of the 1_dians suifered

greatly from thet scourge+ They were far more susceptible than the white




meén, and died, as Nyr. Troop says, like flies. Often their shacks: end
wigwams were burned, with the bodies of the dead Indians in them, to
prevent the spread of the spotted death.

Among the Indians whom ¥r. Troep kmew well, and who have taken a
plece in the history of northern ¥innesots, where suech tribal chiefs
a8 'Drumbeater,® 'Mosemo,' Yanoka," 'John Smit and many othaerss

other men who kmew the Indiens in the early days, lr. Troop
eports them honest in the main, and ‘zood neighbors iniskey was the

c o

worst enemy the Indians had, and after they begsn

wonld do almost anything for further smpplies of it."
» - s
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Grand Rapids Herald Review
Fortieth Anniversary Edition
Wednesday, September 16, 1934
FPe 13, 5010 1=4

PEARLIEST SEIJLEMENT AT RAFIDS OVER CENTURY AGO.

Pike records visit with man named CGrant who had a home oppo=

site what is now villege in 1806=+iirst settlers were treders

-«Community founded in seventies with few straggling log

houses=--oxen pastured on river shore~=important changes made

from decade to dedades

Zebulon Fike in telling of a trip up the Mississippl river in
1805 mentions that he spent a night at the house of a trader neamed
Grant on the Mississippl rivers This plece was nearly or directly the
site of the present village of Grand Hepidse

About the seme time, or in 1804; the Northwest campany bullt e fur
trading post on Pokegema lake and this for séveral years was an impor=
tant center of trade with the Indians.  As far . as its known, there:are
no records whichdiow the settlpment of white people in this section
prior to about 130 years &go.’' A8 far as is known, the trader Crand must
be considered the first cltizen of Crand Rapids.

As the years went on, treders .csme and wents logpers came to
what is now the site of CGrend Hepids ine« bout 1860. A town was projected
at Pokegama Falls in 1857 end the plat of East and West Pokegemsa, as the
plat was then called; is a matter of records

We 'doubt if there is eanyone living who has any recollection of the
site of Grand Rapids before 1670. The whole country was wilds Nost of
it was unsurveyed, In the possession of We Be Taylor is to be found a
map made by his father Ne. Y. Taylore This a map of the headwaters lakes
oshish and Leeoch made in'l876 in which the only mention of

sottlement were the Indiamns living upon the lakes. The Publisher of the
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{Cont'd)
lerald Review knew well Richard Gordon who spend one summer on the
present site of Urand Repids tending oxen for Clarke, Waite and MoClure,
the loggers of Sts Clouds. Hichard Gordon plated the first potatoes ever
planted in this section around about the stumps at the cemp end he re-
cords the fact that in 1870 only an occasional steamboat came as far as
the rapids snd that outside of the early loggers who came in winter,
therewere no perseneat residents of the community.

The Twon Startse In the Year 1876 there was probably a little
settlement at Grand Rapids, a log house or two and a stopping places
Five yemrs later there was not much rore. When ltasce county began its
official existence in connection with Aitkin county in 1887, there were
probably about two { rame buildings in the cammunity, one residence located

near where the depot now stands end the L. I Knox store. The Knox stare

was located of which is now First street and Pokersma &venue. A litte

below near to the river would be found John Beckfelt' store of logs.
Near what is now the foot of the bridge was Beb ¥oCabe' s saloone  Fur=
ther up was the Learney and Nasonmloons Still further north would be
the Learney and Nason hotel and the Kerney and Hason barn. 'Further up
on the hill was the Al Hason residence and a log house or two. Near
where the paper mill now stends wes the Sherry hotel and Jim Sherry's
saloon. Across the river where the Wheaton buildings are’ now loecated
was found the Potter hotel and 'the Fotter store and also south of the
river was kike Toole's saloon and Mike Tool's residences ‘dAlong the
river were the wharves or pletforis on which merchandise wis unloaded
from the boats and e¢close to the riverwere to be found the crude log

warehouses whioch housed the meterials of the eerly settlers and loggers.
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Ten years later would have seen quite & change in Grand Rapidse
The vigitors would heve found & reilroad, & depot, the courthouse as it
now stands, & large number of frame business buildingsend some brick builde
ingse 'There wo ld have been found at that time the Central school as it
now stands. The population and the activities had shifted from the river
front furtheér up the hill and Houses were found in the woods as far
north as Crysteal. lake.

Miodern Chanpgess Another ten years and the change that was marked
would not be as great as im the previous tems Nevertheless (rand Rapids
would appear differently than it did befores The visitor would have
found a high school, some roads leading in various directions from the
gomuunity, meny homes, some of brick, a publie library and sidewalks of
cement. Where the Jherry hotel and slesoon stood would be found & paper
mille

The last quarter century of developement in Grand Rapids hes been

largely improvment upon the start which was previously made. Vhere the

village had a fow eement sidewalks a guarter cemtury ago, the community

now has miles of paving. The homes, the business buildings, the indus-
trial plants of the community have been enlargeds A modern village
hall replaces the wooden structure of former days. The improvements of
ren have made more spperent the naturel beauties and advantages of the
canmunity until todey the reputetion of Grand Replds is that it is one
of the most modern end besutiful smeller communities of Minnesota and

the northwest."
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Grand Repids Herald Review
Wednesday, January 10, 1934
Pe 1, cols 1

"Many eitizens up in this neck of the woods have had interesting

experiences. This is particularly true of those who came here in the
earlier dayse.

Jde We Heichert is one the older residents of Grand Repids. He
came here in Uctober 1888, He followed the Mississippi up from Miss-
ouri where he was borne Grand Repids was an entirely different com=
munity then it is today. 7There wsas a store or two, & number of saloons
and but few peoples ‘There was no railroad and the transportgtion was
on land or waters.  Everybody was interecsted in cutting down pine treess.

During pert of the year of 1887 lr. Relchert worked on the steem=
boat "Houghton.' That bost plied between Altkin ‘end Grand Rapids.' 1t
wes & good sized boat though not as large as the 'Andy Gibsons.' Another
boat of the day was the "Fauns'  The 'Houghton' did e big freight haul-
ing businesss 1t was owned by lumber interests and was assured of
cargoes when some of the other togts did not have loads. However, the
early boats on the upper Mjssissippl did a good business until the
reilroad reached La Frairie and Grand Rapidss That put Old lan River
out of business except for an occasional steamer for some years and,
of course, the logs which floated down streams

Many men came by work om the river very nsfurallye MNr. Reichert
was borndown inm kissouri end left home when just a boy. ' Lake many boys
he mede for the Mississippi and sought out work on one of ‘the many
steemboats thatwere them useds The river was the great artery of com=
merces-  lr. Reichert was working on the famous steamboat *Robert E.

Lee' when it had its famous race with the 'Ngtchez.' He was not old




(Cont'd)
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enough to have & job as a regular fireman but he helped to pass wood
baock to the fiery boilers of this famous ship.

Steam was generated by wood. Dry oak, hickory and other good
woods were piled up on the shore at convenient pointss  Not a minute
was ‘to be lost in petting wood onto the boats A great pile could be
put on from shore. or tug boats in few minutess Mrs Reichert tells us
that the 'Natchez' gained some time by throwing sides of bacon under

her boilers. The importent thing wds to get up a great head of steam

and keep it. The wood that was used was the best and driest obtain-

able.

Steamboating on the upper Kississippi was entirely different than
that on the lower rivers.. The stage of the water had a very important
effect upon the early boats. Sometimes boats would be hung up on a
ghoal in the river for hours at & time. Sometimes the trip from Aitkin
took a day and at other times it might require a week. The boat had to
avold the floating logs and it would pull €o one side until the drive
wes passed. The most famous pilot up her, kr. Reichert tells us, was
the late John Lyons who piloted the 'Andy Gibson.' He knew the river
the best of eny of the boatmen. Steamboating on the lower river was
very dangerouss The course of the river was constantly shifting. It
is a matter of -rceord that in the distence of 200 miles between Ceiro
and 8t Louis that were the wrecks of 200 river boats.

Following his experience on the river, J. Hs RKelchert took up
various kinds of work. He became particularly well known for his abil-
ity to find water and he has driven many a well up in the neck of the

woods.™
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Grand Rapids lierald Review
Wednesday,; June 20, 1934
Pe '1; 00ie 1
There are hundreds of ploneer woren in ltasea.countye. .They ocame
here in the early days, sectiled a long distance fram neighbors and
their contributions to the progress of Itasca county cannot be measured
with wordse

Nme Duncan Harris of Grand Rapids may be called & plower wmong

the piemeers. Her husband was the late Duncan Harris who left his name

on Harris township. He should have had a township named for him, for
according to common knowledge, he was the first man to open up a farm
on Pokegama lake or in that section immediately south 'of Grand Rapidse.
He camé to Itasoa long before the cvounty was formeds . In the late
1860%*s he started a farm mbout four miles southwest of CGrand Rapids.

About forty years ago Nrs. Harris oume to Grend Hapidse ‘She came
here by t rain and went directly to the Harris home. There was no road
leading to her future residence and but & erude trail through the woods.
1t took sbout two hours to makeé four miles by horse or team. The
olearing when Nrss Harris firest sew it wes smell, two or three acres,
but as was expected, she took hold of the work not only of -the house but
of the farm. She helped to pile brush and did all the work that e
women's strength would permites

There were many Indiens on Fokegena in those days.  True to tra-
dition, they did not really weloome the white peoples :luncan farris
and his wife were objectionable as the Indiens hed used the land whigh
they had homesteaded for themselves, particularly the maple trees for
sap and sugar. The Indiens sent their chief Bobedosh, over to remon-

strates Jluncan Harris seized a puddle and drove him away from his
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premisess After that the Indians were more friendly though there

was always & good tell picket fence around the larris home and in the
Harris yard wes slways to be found a big oross doge

The farm developed slowlys There were the usual hazards of a new
settlements: One night the house burned, a shanty took its place end
latér came another house of size end conforts

the task of meking & living was not easy in those early days.

Some of lirs Harris' time was spent in the lumber cemps. The prineipal
item of income was wood and there was a good prise for it in those
efrly days. Sixteen inech dry wood sold for four dollars & corc in
Grand Reapids and the principal tesk of most of the settlers was to
supply the demand for ite Mrs. iirris raised turkeys. 'In additlon,

the Harris home wes something of e store for there was kept on hend a
supply of pork, flour end other staple necessities which the Il dians o
the neighborhood purchased,

The whole country wes ecovered with heavy timber, pine and herd
woods . Near where camp Mishawake now lies was built & sew mill in the
early d ays, end lMrse Harris' first neighbors were the proprietors of
this mills The first setiler other than luncan liarris in the whole
Pokegama territory wes John Huff who lived further down the lake by the
trail which wes used in the winter months as the main artery of transpor-
tation between Grand Repids end Aitkin. DHuff mede a clearing but a
grest deal of his time wes spent in making chareoal for which there was
& strong demand by the blacksmiths of the logzing sections Duncaen Harris
was for many yésrs the blacksmith of the whole new settlement, Settlers

did not come in large numbers for a considerable length.of time and
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during the first ten years of their married life the Harris femily was
virtually alonss

Geme was plentiful, but in common with a great many other early
settlers, [uncen Harrls would kill none of it and the partridges, perti-
eularly, lived in peace in the Harrie yard. As the years went on, the
work beceme greuter rather then lesse. The whole farm was put into
pastureé or ocultivation. “'rs. Harris recalls the fect that the wolves
howled every night, but despite the fact of the lonliness of the house,
she remerbers that she did not com¢ to twon in Grand Rapids for a whole
years. ©She enjoyed every minute of the ploneer life.

Iuncan larris met a tragic end about twelve years agoes He was
clearing land end one of the trees which he had cut fell ‘on him pro-
ducing the injuries feam which he died. krs. Harris later .disposed of
the ferm and now lives in Grand Rapids, full of the memories of nearly
2 génerstion of pioneer work.

new country is first opened up by menes Then come the women.
Much has been written sbout the pioncer mem and too little about the
womens IThe women who came onto the homesteads of Itasea county in the
earlier days were as brave as the men. They worked as Lhard and they
kept the wolf from the door, literally as these animals; howled around
the cebin at night. Much could be written ebout the earllier days,

their trisls and struggles and the part which wonen heve teken in them.

In these days of the telephone and good roads the older days when there

was no one to see and talk to Lave gone far into the background."”
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This Neck Of The Woodse = In the early days of travel

tapide and Aitkin, Joseph Tibbetts had a stopping place,
one, between two the places, on the Willow River, (uite
a few people .gathered around that section as time went on. Ume day a
stranger who desired to settle, thereabouts asked Josh Tibbetts what
kind of people lived around in that neighborhood, Were they good people
or bad pecple, end did they go to church, did they respect the property
of their neighbors? The reply was 'There are three kinds of. people
right around these parts; the good people, the bad people and the Tibe
bettses.'

There have been many famous and large families up in this
sectiones Ffrobably none was better known than the Tibbetts group. There
have been three gemerations of them up in this Neck of the Woods and
the fourth and fifth is coming one That means that the Tibbetts folks

came in earlye

The Tibbetts families were the pioneers of the piomeers. They

came¢ aboul firsts {erhaps we should deseribe them in bibliosl styles

Nathaniel begot Nathaniel and Tathaniel begot William and so on. Ve
should rpo back quite a ways. I1f we did we would gzo back to the woods

of Eaine from whence came many of the people of this ection. ~There was
a time when four out of five men in the lumber -ecamps of this section
spoke with the twang of the down Easternmer. The ¥gine woods mede woods=
men - and they followed the timber west. The first Nathaniel Tibhetts

ame out to Stillwater in the very early days w eén logging was done in
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N

Sty Croix and the logging was done as far north as the Rum Rivers

> lumber was cut down at Vinons and belows  Mimmeapolis and S5t,
Paul wore little villapess

)

The elder Esthaniel Tibbetts had five sonse They were James,
Penjanin, Hatheaniel, Joshna and Noses. Certainly if pames meant any=-
thing these sons would follew in the footsteps of good men of the
Bibles Ferhaps they did or they didn'ts The fact is that they came
north inty a new, rough, hersh country inhabited by strong men who
worked, fought, cursed and drenk an Tibbetts boys held their own
and then some.

The Tibbetts group up this way oame from the line of Nathaniel,
the son of the elder Nathaniel, the nmmessko of his futher. That family
moved north from Stillwmter into Sherburne county and as the line of
civilization moved north they kept a jump ahead of. it. They were all
good fighterss They put that cheracteristic to good use. For all
we know the whole family of boys went into the Union Armye Nethaniel
Tibbetts end one of his brothers fought the Sioux during the early sixe
tles and then went into’ the Civil VWar where they had plenty of ‘sctions

Hathaniel Tibbetts must have come into this section wery soom
after the ware At sny rate when the Northern lmeific was built through
at fer as Altkin, which was ebout in 187), Nathaniel wes there first.
He homsteaded a piece. of land which afterwsirds bLeceme the heart of the
of the wvillage of Altkin and he afterwards but hay for the contractors
vho were bullding the extension of the rgilroad west from Aitkin to
Drainerds

t wag in the environment of & new country that Nathaniel

"™a

+ibbetts relsed his femily. - There were other Tibbetts brothers end
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their families and at one time there were over
Aitkine -Few are left there now,

Nathaniel Tibbetts, who lived at Aitkin, had seversl sons.
They came further north in tho earliest days and gettled in Winnibjie
goshish= Dall Club countrys These sons were William, now living near
Ball Club, Eb, who lives in the West, Prenk Rock and sewel]l, who lived
long “in this section and who died heree William Tivbetts, now nearing
his eighteith year, had his picture taken the other day with three of
the succeeding generations., ' That means that there are six generations
of this family who have lived in Mimmesota, iow the femily runs to
boys, vhich is very useful in a new country is shown by the fact that

ma

Hpe and Mrss Willies Tibbetts have ome dauwghter end six sons who are

Tom, Ben, CGeorpe, Jim, William and Jess.

The woods are full ‘of storeis about the Tibbetts familiess
Down &t Altkin there is many a story which has found its way up this
fare Right around this section there are plenty of storeis about what
one of the Tibbetts family may have said or done. When & big femily
comes into & new country, they create & foundation for many a story.
iere is one of them.

James Tibbetts lived at sitkin, le served in the army dure
ing the Civil War end left it with several pairs of forceps which were
used for pulling teeths In the new country many a lumberjack had tooth=
aches There were no dentists about and a man who could pull teeth was
asked to help outs Thus it wms that one day a lumberjack, said to be
still alive at Aitkin, came to Jim Tibbetts with an awful paine Jim

looked his teeth over and then made & selection of what he thought were

the proper forcepss Ie usually had to do a little trying to find out,
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but this time he took & food sigzed paire
the tooth the lumberjack asked him what he charged.
dollar & tooth. That was apreeable and Jim took the forceps end put
the strength of a hand as big as a ham beck of thems ‘There was en
agonizing struggle and out ceme the forceps with two teéths The lumbere
Jack yelled with pain ~ "You have two of them, you have two of themd!
Jim Tibbetts looked at the foreeps and sald, 'That is mrll right =
that will be two dollars®.
C. H. Hause 10/17/40
Grand Rapids Herald Review
Heds Seps 27, 1985, Vols XLIII-13 P. 1 Col. 1
last week we told you about the Tibbetts familys We did not
tell all about all of its interesting members. That would take & book.
When Aitkin was no longer the logging frontier, the Tibbetts
family moved to new timber,

The toys of Hatheniel Tibbetts came morth. They settled in and
around Ball Club and Winnibigoshish lakes. There many of the family
8till live, The iead of the group, the elder of the femily, is William
Tibbettse Lo is now approaching his 80th year and most of his 80 years
has been spent in the woods of northern Minmnesotas

Willism Tibbetts first came into this immediate section when
thore was but one way to get heres Tlat was to we ke Une winter was
spent entirely in the woods searcliing out and appraising timbere. That
winter he sarried a 78-pound packe That may not sound so much on paper,
but try it on your backe  Make up-a pack of tent, blankets, camping

equipment and food that weighs over 75 pounds and try it for a blocke
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+hen you can understand what it is to earry it for miles over dead
timber and through the woods and swempse

William Tibbetts participated in several kinds of transpore
tation. e reode the steamboats up the Mississippi in the summer and
rode logs down streams in the springs For some time he toted, with
oxen and horses, from Aitkin to the timber country north of Grand Rapids.
The old tote road followed the river quite closely for a considara‘p]’
distences 4t one time it went around to the east end of Pokegama lake,
but the more common crossing was on the lake a little to the .east of
the present bridgee

Talking a little about the days of the ox in the woodses Mre
Tibbetts told us of the usefulness of this animal.  For short hauls
he was superior to the horsee. ' !¢ was slow but strongs Almost any
load could be put behind six good oxén. More skill was req ired in
handling oxen then in lhandling horses. It was a task to get all of
the big fellows to pull togethers WHome men knew hows The good men
wiﬁh oxen took pride in his animslss e kept them in perfect condition,
feeding them and brushing them with great care. An old time ox tesmster
took the same effectionake interest in his oxen that those who care
for race horses take ‘in thelr animals. But es the timber was cut fure
ther away from the rivers, the fagter work of the horse became of
greator advantages Ox shoes are a curiosity todey and e team of
oxen is a feature for a fair,

1t was about the time that the reilroad was built through to
Deer River, about 40 years ago, that Williem Tibbetts came to Ball Clube
The Ball Club - Winnibigoshish was then new and wilde The

timber was virtually uncut. ' The Chippewms ruled. The commnity of Dall
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Club, which is not g6 today, beceme quite a busy enters It might be

deseribed g8 "the first drink sut' in lumbering dayss It was the first
place at whieh a lumberjack, working in the pineries; could get a drink
when he quit his work. Some of them stayed around Fall Club to drink
up their wagess Nost of them went to Deer River which had bigger and
better drinking accommodations. The lumberjacks of the early days
had ‘some ambition in their drinkings = If they had 1little money they
would stop ab Ball Club or Deer River. A little more permitted a trip
‘hose who had still more went to Duluth or Minneapolise
But Ball Club hdd the first chance. At times it was a very active come
mnitye ie have often wondered how Eall Club lake got its names The
ameé {rom the faet t!mt in the early days the Indians used to play

thelr game of la Crosse on the level ereas at the south end of the lakes

When William Tibbetts moved into Western Itasca county Ball
Club lake was the head of mavipations or that is the river navigation
found aboye Pokegame dame <The boats.csme bnto the lake bringing supe
lies and taking dom logss At Duméis wes an active trading point,

4nd now we shell tell you about a city that perhaps you do not
know aboute Towerds the northwest corner of the lake the Indians used
Yo' gither in considerable rvaber, a lundred or more, A clearing in
the woods is now the only mitk of what was once quite a commnitys The
head man, the chief, we night oall thim the mayor of the town, was a
good sised Indlan who had progressed far enough to wear the shirt, but
not: the pantsy of ecivilizations This settlement became known as YShirt
Tail 'C‘.'Lt:)"o

The Tibbetts men were all strong, active and athletic. When

& ocarnival would come into Deer River with its boasted boxers or wrestlers
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who would take on all comers, such of the Tibbetts family who were
around home would come down and take the money. The whole family
has been interested in athleties.of all kinds snd some have had dis=
tinpuished recordse Enowing this to be the case, we asked Willism
Tibbetts & question which we felt he is qualified to answers VWho was
the best man physieally to ewer live in this section of Minmesota?
It did not take the old gentlemen very long to make his answer, Al
Nason of Grand Rapids.

Al Nason could wrestly, box and fighte leny & time William

Tibbetts hes seen him roll & 330 pound barrel of salt pork up onto his

knee, then onto his shoulder and then walk off with it. Try that some=

time." e H, Hause 10/17/40

Grand Rapids Herald Review
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ledieal and surgical care for the lumberjack who was ill or
got injured while working in the woods in the early days of logring
in Itasca county was not always easy to obtain. Doctors were few and
located far apart. Ilospitels were far away, and not easy io reaches
Crude surgery was oftentimes undertaken by the cook in a legging camp,
or by some other man who had little kmowledge of setting bones or pull-
ing teeth. It wms too frequently true the men died from lack of proper
attention.

Tursing the sick and the injured for centuries has been the
priviledge and duty of Catholie nuns, Certain members of this great
church realized the need for a public hospital in Grend Rapids which

could effer to loggers, railroad men, farmers in the backwoods, and




Grand Rapids Herald Review
Weds Oote 4, 1933, Vols XLIII=14 = continued
others, assurance of skilled care and intelligent nursinge
In the summer of 1898, when Crand Rapids was the center of a
most active logging industry, itwo buildings were purchased in this
village by the Benedictine Sistersy of Duluthe Une owned by Dr.
Thomas Russell and used by him as a hospital for some years, was re-
modeled and additions built. It was called St. Benedict's Hospital,
in honer of the patron saint of the Benedictine Sisters. The other
building purchased stood on the south side of the Mississippi river,
near the present C. V. Blandin residence, and was converted into an
academy or boarding school for girlss
When the hospital to be known as Sts Benedict's was to be
opened, five Denedictine Sisters were sent to Grand Rapids by Nother
dcholastien, Prioress of the Benedictine Sisters, to open and manage

the hospital.

Many of the pioneer Sisters were engaged in serviece in Urand

Rapids between 1898, when the hospital was opened,; and 1912, when it
was' c¢losed, Among them were some who will be remembered gratefully
by their former patients. They included Sisters Simpligie, Amanda,
Dolorosa, Jane and Carolines At the Academy the Sisters in charge
wore Sisters Florentine, Leouissa, Teresa and Dorothy.

No questions were akked as to the ability of the men to pay;
when they were brought to St. Benedict's hospitals Quite often they
were without funds, and the labor was one of charity. 4As the gecope of
the hospital widened, and its merit became better kmown, thousands of
men who worked in the woods bought hospitals tickets, paying a small

sum each month, and directing the timekeeper to take the amount from their
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pay checkse This money from the sale of tickets financed the
hospital, and enabled the purchase of necessary supplies. Every
man in the camp, in many cases, had a hospital ticket, from “the
road monkey to the foreman, In some camps and with some companies,
it .was made compulsory for the worker to buy & hospital ticket, and
the first money he earned, after the railrosd fere from the employ=
ment agency was worked out, went to pay the dollar a menth asked for
guaranteed hospital services.

When the pine forests were mostly logged off, there was little
need for hospitals here under menagement of the Sisters, so the ine
stitution was closed and the building sold. Later it was remodeled
for residence purposes, and became known o5 Madson's Flats,

Thet there was a real need for the hospital in logzing days
is shown by the number of petients admitteds During the time that
Ste Denediect's hospital was in operation, it cared for 15,478 patients.
These patients came sometimes from logging camps located two days drive
away. Some of themome from the mining camps during the early exploration
for iron ore. They were sll nationalities, and suffered from many
and divers diseases and illnesses, but all were givem the same sort

of tender, skillful care."

Ge H. Heuse 10/21/20

Grand Rapids Herald Review
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“The members of the village council are usually referred to
ad the 'eity fathers's The lerald-Heview has made a discovery of
tiiose who may be called the 'eity grandfathers,®
The grandfathers mey be those who signed the original petition

for the incerporation of the village Grend Bapidse That petition was
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filed with the board of county commissioners of Itasca county on
4

Mey 1, 1891s On Jumne of that year an election was held in Becks

felt's hall and the villape of Grand Bapids was legally established.

The men who signed the petition were business men of the
here
commnity, workers about town and lumberjacks who were/for the summere

The petition might have been circulated much es a road petition might
be ‘tassed around today. Anyone wio wished might signe
The signes of this petition were as follows:
Nelson Ches's Warner
F, Ellis THose Trainor

HE, Eay Ce M. Johnson

Buring
51llis
Lyon
Thoss Kelly
Blood
Fa L. Vance
Lee Cudney
Drown
Hoore
Foote
Churehill
icAlpine
Powers

Fuller

James Sherry

Louis German
Joseph lafond
William Hislop
sa¢ Campbell
Twohey
Jds Co lMcllillen
Chass Eearney
Larry ¥hiland
Lyndale
Alphonse Meyer
Chase A. Waite
H; Vi, Canfield
John Me' Donald
Bene F. Symmes

Louis L. Jensen
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I, Dy Powers Alphons Lefebore

lobert Melable Anthony MeAlpine

F, W. Arhold Laughlin M¢ Eimon

There are very few people in Grand Repids who remember all of
these men, Most of them were well lmowm in the small commmity of 42
years agoe 1ime has carried off most of thems A few of them moved
away from the village they helped to establishs

Of the entire group of 42 who helped to found the village 42
years ago, but three ere living, as far as we Ikmow.

We V, Fuller waz in the lumber business in Grand Rapids in
the early days end he is now living out in Uregoms ™. D. FPowers has
served the village in some oapacity every year since the goverrment was
orgenizeds John NcDonald is the only other sigmer of the petitien still
living here.

Hany of the signers have died within recent years, Among them
are like MeAlpine and the late ¥. C. Lyndale. The list of these who
died & good many years back,but who are well remembered by scme of the
present generation of people would be Joseph Lafond, Charles Kearney
Thomas Trainor, J, A. Prown, Laughlin EcKinnon and F. L. Vance.

A story might be written about each one of these early residents
of the commmnity and théir experiences in & new country. V. L. Blood

was reputed by memy %8 Ve the strongest man to have lived in CGrend Eapidss

At least before coming here he was's strong men with the Barmm & Bailey

Circuss F. L, Vance went from Grand Eapids to Deer River and thenoce up
on the Bigfork end Fopple rivers, where he was one of the first mem in
the United Htates to harvest and sell wild rice., Robert MeCabe was one

of the first white men in this country. We have written considerable
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about Jsmes Sherry, who ran & hotel here in the earlier day

logped with methods peculiar to hinselfs -lie died in recent

e

g8 and

years

in the = Te S Powers wag the father of H, D, Powers and thus

father and son were both in on the begimning of the towm,

Every

one in the community lmew Mike Mc Alpine and many knew his brother,

Anthonye  J. Ay Brown ran more lines snd measured more land

the course of many yearg in this country tham did any other

during

mane No

one wWes ever more active in the country and the commmity which he

helped to formm than was Charles YLearney. louls L. Jensen was an

early builder. e built the first oourt house for Itasea e
4% cost about $600, we are tolds
Looking at the nsmes you may judge the kind of peo
(o] o o W L

were here. Ve venture to say that many of them were Mainit

o u:n‘ty *

ple who

e8s 1here

were few Scandinavians among thep,for the Norwelgians and Swedes had

just gotten a good start in Minmesote and most of them were
for the prairiese.

The commmnity itself was small. There was not a b
building ‘in the community at that times The rallroad ended
at la Prairie and people of that commmmity were ambitiocus f
towns - In fact, La Preirie was the first incorporated villa
county and for several yesrs had the jump on Grand Rapids.
the goods that came into the ‘commmity came by boat and war

1ined the rivers"
G. H. Hauee 10/2

making

rick
dowm
or their
ge in the
Most of

ehouses

1/40
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"To the lumberjack every preacher was a 'sky pilot.'
do not kmow where the temm originated, probably down east for
bas been in‘use for many, msny yearss A minister who preached
logging camps was a 'lumberjack sky pilot.?
ltasca county and meny of its citizens have lmown two of
the most remarkable men who have ever brought the pospel to the
lumber cempse About these men books have been written. They have
become more than mere charscters in the half historical fictiom of
this country but they have been great influences emong those to who
they have preached. These men are the Reverend Frenk Higgins, now
dead, end John W, Sormberger, now active in frontier work in this
seciion.
lany years ago Frank Higping was pastor of & church at
Barmume - One day he was invited out to see some logzing operetions
on the Kettle Rivere e did mot intend to preach but he was asked
to talk by the men at the camp. He then gave his first sermon to

lumberjackse The memn he talked to in camp came to his church at

- - - - 2 Lia) ' b
Barmum, later Reverend ligzins went to Bemidji. There }he had a

pastorate and where he could give more time to werk in the CHnPEe
After a year or so he gave up his work and cevoted all of his. tine
to the lumberjackss

A book might be written about Reverend Frank Higrins.
Suffice it to say for the presemt, that he was a man marked by great
sincerity and high, practical abilities. He could preach to lumbere
Jacks in the language they could understends But he ecould not only
preach and pray, but he could do msny other helpful thingse 4t least
one man in Grand Rapids has seen Frank Higpins, who hated liquor as

the cause of most of the trouble of the lumberjacks, buy a bi
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of whiskey for & sick lumberjack who needed just that thing to make
it possible for him to eat and go on to his work,

* John W. Sornbergér wes born dowm east and spent his boyhood

theree Tlo was half Dutch and half Seotch, which ought to be & good

practical combinations When a youth his father came west settling ox
the prairie and coming at a very early day to homestead at Pine Rapids
below Crand Rapids on the Rississippi rivers The father died just a
year or so back at the age of 93s e had worked in the woods every
winter from the time that he was 14 wntil about five years before his
deaths In other words the elder John M, Sormberger T4 continuous
seasons in the pineries that is about e record.

Reverend John W. Sormberger was raised im a Christisn home
but as & young man he forgoet some of its teachings. He entered the
woods when about 18 years of ege, Pirst as a lumborjack, later as a
bull cook and still later a cook at lumber campse. ILe well remembers
coming to werk in Itasca countye He hired out to €. I. Buekman to
cock at a camp near Balsam Brooks That was im the fall of 1869 or
1890, ' Tim Desmond and Pilly Lamb, both well kmewn to the older
residents of this seection were the foremen on the jobs Witk several
teams and men the party came up the traid late in fall, ' There was no
bridge across tle Nississippl at tlat time and ecold weather had msde
ice, but not strong encugh to hold the horesess The ice was broken
and the forded, near where the present bridge is located.

In those days la Prairie thought that it was to be the county
seat of the newly formed Itasce county. la Prairie was at the end of

the railroads . It had a large group of energetic citizens. Its hopes

for the county seat ran high until the election of 1892 when Brand
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Rapids was designated the county eapitols But at ome time the people
of La Prairie thought that the future of their village was secure.
Petitions had been circulated for the designation of La Prairie as the
county seat and they had been widely signeds OUne evening la Prairie
celebrateds. 4An anvil and black powder made noise. Bveryone brought
out his rifle and shot gun end discharged them into the air or grounds
A group came up to the 1little village of Grand Rapids and made the
residents think for a mimte tiat the Indiang were on the warpath by
their shouting end shootinge GCrand Rapids men went back te La Prairile
and scon the celebrators heard the whistle of bullets over their heads
and they took to the brushe The visit to Grand Rapids was returned.

In handling the envil oné men blew off his hand, In discharging his

rifle into the ground another celebrant shot off his big tces Those

were the days of lumberjacks, the frontier and strong drinks

As e cemp cook and worker in the woeds Johm Sornberger. learned
about all there was to l-:néw about the lumberjacks Une evening he attend-
ed a meeting at which Frank Hipgins preacheds Ile decided toc beecome &
ministers He turned subout on old interests and started upon & new con=
eeption of lifée He studied the Bible and prepared himself for admission,
in later years, to the ministry. In 1907 John Sormberger preached for
the first time in these parts st Spring Lake, He was with Fremk ligginse
Cn that same trip he preached #%t Dig Fork and established the first church
in that commnity. After his work at Big Pork he spent some of his
time on the Mississippi, building the church et Jacobsone Ile established
the church at Eeewatin in the eerly days of that mining commmmity, Iis
winters were spent in the logging cemps where he spoke to the lumbere

jacks nearly every dayes
G. H. Hause 10/21/40
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"One of the first men %o come up into Itasea county was
Jolm Gilmores Mre Gilmore may be classed with the earliest of the
loggers who cut pine on the upper Mississippi. His home is now in
Minneapolis, but every summer he visits with friends in this sec-
tion and renows the friendship of earlier days. Ir. Gilmore has
a very accurate kmowledge of the very earliest days of logging and
a very wide knowledge of those men who cut the first pime in this
territorye.

When Jobn Gilmore first came to what is now Crand Rep ids
he saw nothing but the fast flowing river. There was not a shanty
of ‘any kind in the present location of the village. The steamboat
*Pokegama’ brought up supplies of all kinds and piled them off at
the shore below the rapidss = There was not even a warehouse or any

kind of a cover for anything end each man looked after his own roodse

Lo Seavey built the first stopping place et the rapids. Ie

was & good cook, did most of his own work and enjoyed d very good

patronage. Ilrs Gilmore recells that the door to the dining room of
the first log hotel was narrow and ‘at the call for dinner the hungry
lumberjacks made a rush for ite On one occasion Al Nason wes in the
group waiting for dinner and he and some of the other men became
wedged in the door and it took some time to untangle them.

Agcording to Mr. Gilmore, Joe Enowlton cut the first logs on
Pokehame lake. . ile ¢ut the logs for 1. D. Walker, but the first lumber-
Jacks .did not get their pay. There first logs were cut in 18@8, and
Ss D, Fatrick, in supplementing some of tle informétion given to us
by lir. Gilmore, tells us that for years that what is known as Black's

Arm to Pokegama lLake wes known as Knowlton't sarm.
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The faect that the lumberjacks did not get their pay in 1868
was nothing new in the early history of logging, or the later history

for thatl matter, BEast year loggers failed, and generally the one

who had the most busineses was the one who failed for the most money.

In recalling the logging situation, Mr. Patrick hes given us the
names of the prineipal loggers of their day. A smaller logger gradu=
ally increase the number of his csmps and the size of his activities.
le would dominate the business in certain sections or on a certein
part of the river for a year or two. The adverse westher, loggping,
driving or business activities would hit. him and the largest logger

becsme the largest failure."
Hause 10/21/40




Grand Repids
Herald Review
Wednesdey
July 6, 19532
P, 1, Cols 1.

Page 1
Grand Repids History
. Hause
5 08 Oct. 24, 1940

Vols XLIX = 1

“Pokegams has doubtless had a more romentie history than any
other leke in this section. On this page is presented a ‘photo-
graph of what was believed %o be the first frame structure ever
built on the shores of tnis lake., It was not the first house for
probably there have been log structures on the shores of Pokepgama
for a hundred years. It wes the first freme building, as far es
eeén be known. Fred Willmen, who now resides at Cut Foot Sioux,
lived on it as & boy. On another page in the paper is a descrip=-
tion of an event of about forty years ago. . The house was located
on Moose Pointe

We do mot know who the earliest settlers on Pokegama may have
beens lNre Willmen remembers that Duncen Harris lived at the lake
at that time and that the late Mike Jorden was also a resident of
that section.

Black's Arm to Pokegama, that area which extends eastwerd from
the Pokegame bridge, was nemed for Willism Black, who lived on a
farm &t the extreme east end of the lake, For some years he operated
a ferm there for Sam Hemilton, en early-day logger.

Jo Gould lake was nemed for Jo Gould, an early settler on this
lake which lies between Pokegema and the Mississippi river. The
point extending between the river and this leke was called Fokegama
Point in the earlier days and it pleyed an important part in the
life of the section before Grand Repids was established. Two men
who became prominent in Urand Rapids lived on Pokegema point. One
was Bob McCable who later moved to the Eapids and another was Al
Nason, very well known to the clder residents of the c¢ommunity.
Both of these menrn had reputetions for great physical strength and
were emong the leaders of thelir times

George Galbreath well remembers an early trip on Pokegema.
He came up the Mississippi river on a steamboat in 1884 and desired
to cross the lake which he then sew for the first time. He wes to
cross with some Indiens who were drunk, ~They walked to the leke
and embarked in birchbark ocences at about the site of the golf course.
The Indians were singing or gquarreling but did not let their con=
dition ‘interfere with getting safely acrcss the lake in their frail
cances, Across the lake on lMopse Point wes a large log house
belonging to Charles: Lyons, an Indien. When the party reached that
house it was decided to have a dance, A man by the name of Burnms,
who lived further down on what now is ¢alled Sherry’s Arm, wes
summoned to bring his fiddles He made music for the white and
redskins to deance until he got drunk end fell onto his fiddle end
broke it, Then the young Indians took up some pans and beat upon
them with sticks for the eontinuvance of the dance, Mr, Galbreath
went outside and rolled himself wp in his blanket in the grass and
went to sleep while the dence was in progresse. Vhen he woke up in
the morning the Indians were lyling around drunk and ‘the house was
completely burned,.
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Wihile we are speaking of Pokegema lake we should like to give
some better information concerning the meaning of the word Pokegama,
Several have sssumed thet Pokegeme meant 'Spider.' However, the
Chippewa term for spider is entirely differents Finding this to be
the case we sought the most definite information upon the meaning
of this words Thus we wrote to M. L. Burns, superintendemt of the
Ceonsplidated Chippews Agency at Cmss Lake, and & men well informed
in ell Indian affairs. 'The term Pokegama refers to the fact that
the lake 1s found off from the mein course or channel of the
Mississippl river., MNr. Burns deseribes its meening in the following
ways :

"The word has varied mesnings but the right mesning I bslieve is
'off from the main course or chammel,' in the same waters only
located off to one side. No doubt this has reférence to the Miss~
issippi river, Pokegems, off to one side. Pokega, meeaning a trail
deviating from the main highway, being & part of the system only
being located off the main course,.!

The change of the meaning of the word Pokegema will make cone
siderable difference with some stories which might be told about the
lake. It was thought that by the fact that the lake had so many arms
spreading out from the main body of water that it resembled, in a
general wey, a spider, BEvidently e wrong conception of the meaning
of the word has prevailed, In this the Herald-Review has shared.

Moat of the lekes in this region do not heve Indian nemes. Of
course there is Pokegams, Wabane, Winnibigoshish. The reasons
for more ordinary nemes to lakes is that this immedieste section was
not e prominent Indien country. The Chippewas did nct come onto the
Prairie snd the Bigfork rivers as they did not like this section as
well as the country further to the west, Pokegamea, however, wes a
favorite lake with the Indiems as it is with the white men. It was
lined with great timber. It possessed the finest of fishing. It
hed ettrections of meny kinds for the red man,

A book could be writtem about Pokegama lake and the people who
lived near to it. It would be a very interesting book with many
elements of lasting romence.s With manyrscores of miles of shore line,
Pokegama has many features which mark it es one of the outstanding
lskes in Minnesota."
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"A WILD COUNTRY =~ FORTY YEARS AGO

Government Botenist Learned of Indiens, at First Hend et Pokegsms,

The following account of the adventures of early settlers on the
shore of Pokegame leke was printed in Minneapolis peper of 1889 or
1890¢ The date was not given on the c¢lipping which is still in the
posseasion of Fred J., Willmen of Cut Foot Siotx Inn. My, Willmen
found the elipping and the photegraph which ig reproduced on the
front pege this week, while looking through an old trunk which had
belonged to his mother,

Some of the statements mede by the government botanist,
Dr. Sandberg, are slightly misleading, It must be remembered that
he was & stranger here, &nd not femiliar with local conditions
as they existed more then forty years ago.

Here is his account of early homesteading:

*Two brave Mirmeapolis women snd a stout hearted 16-year-old lad
all alone in the wilderness, with no neighbors but an old hermit and
e rum frengied band of ghost dencing Chippewa - thet was the rather
unusual ‘state of affairs which Dr, J. H. Sendberg, the govermment
botanist, ren across in his latest wanderings through the wilds of
northern ¥innesota. The women were holding down valuable pine claims
for their husbands and were 'roughing' it all thet the term implies.

The dector haes just returned from his two week's trip to the
Lake Pokegame country in Itasca county, end he tells a most interesting
story of his experiences. The present terminus of the Winnipeg road
is at Grand Rapids in Itascs county and almost ten miles from the leke,

It is a wild pine country, elmost uninhebited by man, and Dr.
Sendberg's surprise can be imagined when he found, on the farther
lake shore two Minneapolis matrons, one accompanied by her l6eyeare
¢ld=boy, holding down claims of 160 acres of pine land each. The
rough experience they had with the Indians not long ago will be
read with interest in Minmeapolis. ‘The ledies are Mrs. John R.
Willman, of 22.5th'8ts N. Ei, end Mrss Frank Thomes, Mrs, Willman's
neighbors  Nr. Willman is a miller in Pillsbury A mill, and will be
remembered as & witness ip the now famous Heilpern case, Heilpern
et one time boarded at his house. Last spring early the men went to
Pokegama and steked out their claims. Not being able personally to
occupy them for the six months necessary before & title cen be
secured they left wives as deputies, with young Willman as guerdian of
them.

A couple of rough shenties were hastily constructed, not far
apart, on the leke shore and rudely furnished. Here the women end
boy have been since spring and here they will remain until late in
the fall. ;
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Dr. Sendberg went by railroad to Gramd Fapids end overlsnd from
Grand Repids to the leke,  Here he found en old hermit who, until
the advent of the Mirhespolis people, was the only human being within
& Tadius of 10 miles, At the hermit's house he by eceident met young
Willmen, who premptly tock him scross the lake to his mother's cabin.
The doctor's surprise wes somplete when he saw the ladies end heard
their storys

The Indiens from Lesch Lake reservation spende portion of each
summer on the shore of Lake Pokegems, hunting end fishing, All the
country round the leke formerly belonged to them, but was bough by
the govermment, The Indisne, in reelity, heve nc right st the lake,
but as they hed slways been pesceable and guiet end there were no
white people for them to ammoy, they were tolersted by the authorities.
Messrs. Villmen and Thomas; 1t seems, remained at the leke severml
woeks, bullding end furnishing the cabins end laying in provisions.
The Indians were cemped only & short distance from the shanties and
as long as the men were on the ground, were as friendly and agreeable
as eould be desired, The night following the departure of the men for
¥inneepolis, however, the Indians insugurated s ghost dance end all
got gloriously drumk, In a frenzied stete they visited the two cebins,
flourishing and recklessly discharging firearms, and notified the
lone women to leave within three days or be killed, £11 night they
kept up their orgies near the house, and their loud eries effectually
drove sleep from the squatter's eyes.

In the derkmess the son pit off in & boat and made his way first
to the hermit's house and then teo Grend Replds, where he told his
storys The sheriff, a helf breed, collected a posse of citizens and
went to the cebins, Uhere they remeined for almost & week, on guard
night and day with Winchester rifles, The Indiens in the meantime
had become sober, snd the sight of the ammed men celled them to their
senses, They humbly admitted their fault, pitifully begged forgiveness
end faithfully promised In the future teo beh ave themselves and not
molest Mrs. Willmen end Mrs. Thomas, With this understanding that
they were permitted to remesin end not ordered back to the reservation.

The Indiens had 2 fine)] ghost dance the night the sheriff and his
men arrived, before they knew of thelr arrivels During the melee
gseveral of the braves and sgquews were seriously out about the face and
body with hunting knives. The medicine men did not presume to bind wp
the wounds given in e ghost dance, and so the Willmen boy, eaided by
the citigzens of Grend Fapids, enacted the role of surgeon most success-
fullye

Dr.s Sendberg remeined ss the guest of the two Minneaspolis ladles
doring his two week's stay and on his return was the first ome to
bring news of their adventures to Minneapolis, Their husbands, as
may be inmagined were horror-stricken end prepared to leave for
Lake Pokegeme et once. The docter, however, assured them that 81}
danger was past, and they will defer thelr trip for several weeks .
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Grend Repids The feelings of theé two women during the Indien uprising can be

Herald Review better imagined then desecribed,

July 6, 1932

P T45.00)s 1 The lend thet has been claimed by the Messrs, Willmen and
Thomes is heevily stocked with first-claess pine, which will
readily sell for frem §56,000 to 98,000, 4 young man nenmed
Lawrence; living just sbove Dr. Sandberg's store on £th . St. N. Es»
near Centrsl avenue and across the street from Willmen's, was
recently offered $5,000 for some land he had claimed on this lake.

The wemen now think the deanger is over and ere resolved to stay
until the six months are up, having stayed this long. When they
went to the lake both were in poor health and the 'roughing it' has
worked wonders Tor thelr health, much to the joy of all the members
of both families,"

My, Sumners-

This will be 1] of the speciel items esked for both es
the ¢olumn and the article en toto.
Hause -




Greand Rapids Heoraldeloviow
Sopts 3; 1940

March 15, 1933

Lumberjack Niclmames

"If a lumberjack had some peculiamrly outsbtanding physical eharacteristic
he would be niclkmamed. His real nem® might be forgotten,

"The basis for some of these nemes wa briouss If a lumberijack
was called *Fronchy' that name eould be easily explained, lie was a French Canadian
and dovihtless talked the brolem languape of that race of poeple, If a man were called
*Indian Joe' the basis for such a newe could be wll imepineds Sometimes a lwberjack

9

would be called 'Horse Fage' or 'Bipg Foot,' names for which there is an obvious origin.
"fmong the well lmown lumberjacks of the early days was 'Wesquito 0le' who
received his niclknam from his long lean arms and his equally spindly legs, "Fete the

Porlcie® was ancther well Imown lumberjeck, Io wore his whiskers long in the winter

time and they stood out from his choeks and chin 1ilm the quills of a poreupine, s#="

Another was 'Worth Dakote,' whose roal name was Oleson, Vhon #*s*+ gelobrate
ing ho would ging the well Imomn song about the Swode from North Dakota, FHenee his
nickmare, In earlier %imes there was Josoph la Brun who wes better Imowm as ‘Joe the

2

Hear,' Tn the winter ho wore dark brown whiskers and he had sharp, small eyes end he
walked gilently on moccasined feet, "Paddy the Priest® +*+ was a mam of obvicus oducas
tion, T% is said that he studled for the priesthood; but became dissipated and was
expelled frem oolleges 1 becam® a lwberjaclk, but he had &

the Piy' was o nanw applied fo at least of two men well imown in Gramd Rapida

early days, 'larry the Drute! was Arthur 0'leary and he secured his name from the faet
that whenever he wag intoxicated he wonld elways répeat, 'I am a brute, and I howl when

he moon shinesi?

Other men secured their names from their ocoupations, 'Paddy the Rosser' was
- &




Lumberjack Niokmames - (continued)
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exceptionally skillful in cutting or trimming dowm the end of the log which dragpged

on the ground vhen timber was skidded on the old fagshimed drays in the woods, This

neme wag given to him because of his special ability in this direction, In the older
timon before the invention of the jammey for loading logs the process wag one which roe
quired more slill with chaing and timber than the present and *Whoel-Emelp-liuphy' was
another well lmown man, "OQuartor Post Felly® was ore of the well Imown cruisers of this
soction many years ago. Ho wag alwmys telking about a certain guarter post vhich he
had located, #+* There was, also, 'Hmgry Mike' Sullivan, namod for his tremendous
appetite. (Check with HeraldeReview on some of the femous eating feats of *"Dungry

Mike and his hmgry brother Jim, and got facts as to some titanic meals,)

"3pig Bye Kelly' was one of the well kmown characters of 40 (now 47) years
ggo in Gremd Rapids, o first came to work in the woods but later became a bartender,
e was nemed for the fact that his eyes were small and he was usuelly squinting through
them . Fe wms not & large or quarrelsome man but he d4id ome thing which gave him cone
gidorable fame, He ghot Sem Christie, ome of the woll Imown lumberjasks of his time

through the chest with a 44 rifle.

"irig Bye* 4id not come to justice but he had a sad ending, It seemed

thet he had gerved in the Civil War. e was n servent for one of the officers of the
Union army but did not really emlists Vhen he become older he was in noed of money and
soucht 4o secure a pension from the govermment, DBecause of irregulerities in his sore
vice or record, he could not get 4t, Vhon word camo that this was the case he went te
his voom and $ook & dose of laudemm and passed peacefully on to the next world,"

Ono seldom sees any virgin pine now, and the Twberjack went with the big

trecs, The veal lumberjeck followed the woods for a living most of his life, He may
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have come from Maine or Michigan. Irom
thence to Mimnesota, and from hore om to th

the past,

"No group of men in tho ctory of the developmont of the nation lad more

- e .

glampuy commected with his 1life than the real lwberjack of the

cowboy, are romantic charactors, but mo mers 80 $thah tho mon whoe culk dowm the big Yrees

E

of Téases cownty, and who made up a large part of the citigenry of Grand Rapids
) I o S g E

earlier dayse"”
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Sem Christie

"Probably the hardest men who escaped violent death more times than any

the early days of Itasoa county was Sam Christie.

"About 1883 Christie camw to Grand Rapide. IHs had been in trouble hefore
that time for rebbing a man, it is said, and had gone up further toward the Canadisn
border, As the memory of his orime became loss acubte, he drifted back with a friend
%o Grend Papids,

" 4% Ho wms & man of great physical strength, so much so that he inspired
terror in the minds of somo woaker men, [He was well over six feet tall and weighed
about 220 poumds, IHe was all bonme and muscle, [is wrists and hands were large, Fe had
a large nose and black hairs TIn his later years he had scars all about his face and
neck, He was ocut under both cars, In the origin of these sears is part of the story
whieh follows,

"Christie came from Maine and he dalked with a down east drevl, Ie had
quarreled in Yaine and some owe had thrown vitrisl in his face, which made some deep
sears, By nature he was not guarrelseme, [Ule had a very crudé sense of hwmor and when
ho joked with men they did not always lmow that he was joking, Fis troubles came when
he vms drunky Christie was a constant, hard drinker, Ie was always at the bar or over
the bottle and, whilo whiskey was not supposed to be in the lumber camps, Jim Sherry,
for vhom Christie worked a good deal, had so many men coming and going that there was

usually boose in his camps. It was nothing for Christie to drink a quart of whiskey

as & startor for his drunke. Vhen he wng drunk he was a rough, tough mane
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"ne day in the early summer of 1888 or 1889 Christie stopped in at Sherry's
saloon whore Pig Eye Telly was dtending bar, Ho sald things to Helly which made the
1ittle bartender mmgry., Christie went down 4o the place where he wms staying near the
river. Hslly told his friond, Dmm Mclesan, he would give him 910 to brimg Christie back
o %he saloon, leleoan, thinking it wag all a jJolm, wont to see Christie and said that
here wmg a good chanee to make the $10, so they wallmd baeck to Sherry's,

"Shorry's saloon wae located about where the park epposite the paper mill

-
1

is now found, 7"Pig Tye' Felly looked out the window and he saw his friend, Melean,
end his oppreassor, Christie, walking up the trail. Teking a 44 pifle, Felly laid it

across some beor legs or whiskey barrels lying in the saloom and toolz careful aim at

Christies The bullet entered Christie’s body imwdiabtely above the heoert and passed

completely through him, Normally such e oondi tion would cause death, Fugh MeDermott

had a shegk near the hotel, which he was then ruming, and Christie wme put into & bunk,
There wes ne doctor in Grand Rapids at that time, but 'old man' Tewis, whose first naw
s now forgotion, sald that he kmew 81l asbout bullet wounds and surpery because he had

2 2

gorved in the Civil Var, To went dowm ®o look at the woundod men, He then secured an odk
ittled it thin and smooth o & 9ige of about that of the bullet woumd, This

through the wound fyom front to back, his theory being that the woumd should be
lopt bleeding until therc wms opportumity for it ¢o heals In sbout 4w doys a stoamboet
come up the river and anchored at Grand Repids. Christie wag put on the boat and talen
to Altking In o fow woeks time he was back in Grand Nap st as styong and as thirsty
as over,

"ipig Bye Kelly', of course, pave himself up, but nobody wented him, Yhen

Christie reburmed ho kind of forgot about the ineident, made no complaint against Solly,

and the matter wng dropped es being just an ineldental affair in the 1ife of the commme

1%y,
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throat from ear to ear but somehow missed the jug: Christie lay aas

and 'Helly the Coolk! cime dowm ©o the dem amd gave himself up for the murder of
3 .

lumberiaoks Chr : body wag brought dom to Tthe dam i3 batean aad carried over

) " o T 2 B , W 24 & 5 Yo 2 vl s is A B FaA R <y
the dem and put inko & boat Yo bring 1% to Grend Repld hon coming dowmn the river

.

Chyistie sat up and gave o % horrifying yell, He was bloo

Y L ) ] : ] -
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iri¢ vhere thore was & hogpital and a doctor, lis wounds were sowed up

& 8

Orand Repids end in a room

saloon was @ men lying ik,  Sompbedy whispored fearfully te

Christie thet that wag 'Felly the Cook istie wont back to the back of the room,

looked at Felly lying there drmmk

probably neods a drink,®

"Se it was that 'Helly the Cook' escaped any serious consequonces for his

seault with the butcher kmife upon ¢ e man of the woods, It was pone

erally thousht that most of these thinge were as rwich one mn's fault as the other's
equently there were no progocutions,

o
)

o1ly the Cook' went back to eocoking oand Cheist ot ¢ ho wooldy sk
TFC‘lt_:?r!Gly- efter his \-a--*pvo"“'ar-n with '"Tell b4 the C f Christio was on his
Bigfork, Ue stopped at what was called Twoedle's Ranch somewhat above Prairie

Al Blaclkman, a well Imown logper and luberjack, and one of the propri

ranch, wag there and Christie and Blackman gob into a quarrel, Ilach
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mife and again eut Christie's throat. Again the vital spots were missed and Christie
was brought 4o Grand Rapids whore he was sowed up and sodn on ‘his way again to other
quarrels, Yothing happened, of course, to Blackmmm, bécause Chrigtie wans forgiving in
his nature to those who quarreled with him,

"o are now caming closer to the end of the stery of Sam Christie, Ho wae
one of *Sherry's Tigors.! Jin Shorry had a strong, rough bumch of lumberjacks who
worked herd in the woods and who drank hard at the bar. Christie was working for Sherry
in the early nineties. He wms driving team and he took & large emount of pride in his
ability ¢o handle herses, One morning he wae in Sherry's bamm preparing for the day's
work and Steve Mcks ocame in, Hicks was enother lwiberjack who else handled horses
woll, Thile it will never be knowm as o what the cause of the quarrel might have been,
it is thought that they quarroled over the possession of a set of lead lines. Christie

had more strength thean Hicks, bub Hicks seized a barn scraper that was standing nearby

and kit Christie a tremendous blow on the jaw, He hit him repeatedly, pounding his

head so that Cheistie was hardly recognizables At that, he lived some little Hime, bub
finally died,

"The death of Christie wans not favorable for the future of Steve Hicks.
When Cheisbtic was alive he forpot and forgave 'Pig Bye Yelly,' 'Eelly the Cook,'! and
Al Blackmen, but Christie was dead end soclety had to take its revenge upon Hicks, Ie
was talen before the courts, found guilty on a serious charge and sentenced to 10 years
in the penitentiary, Homover, ®++ aftor he had served some two years Al Powers needed
a good man with horses, end ag Hicks was not reputedly a dangerous man he was pardoned

and came beck o the woods again,
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"Justics in the early deys was not too swift or Too sewere, Host of the

troubles in vhich drunken Tumbeérjacks were concerned were overlooked and forgotten.
1 +he men who were ocub or brulsed did not care, why should the State? Thore were no
lawyers bo prosecute or defend, vhich also saved trouble.

fphis concludes & libtle story about the strongest and mosd quarrelsome
man of the early days of Itasca county (note that above the editor says Christieo wns
not & quarrelsome gan,) We have said before that Christie was not, when sober, @ fighte
ing mane He had rather a mean sonse of humor which other people did not wmderstand.

He hed overpowering physical stremgth vhich made other people fear him, Then intorxica=
ted, he vmg quarrelsome and dengerouse Some of the other residenmts of the commmity
saild that Sem Christie stopped more fights than he ever gtarted, Do that as it may,

he lived through more physical assanlts them eny one of his time, Fo was killed by
Hicka aboul 1898,

"om the whole, the lumbering sectioms wore not places where mon killed with
guns end cut with imives as mmoh as in othor sections. The fighters of the earlier
days wore men who used their fiste and boots. In fact the use of gms and knives is
hardly in line with the traditions of the lumbering sections, They belong more %o
the early days of the mining sections,”

Limberjacks when sobsr were not qiarreleome, and those who are bost ac-
quainted with the older times say that vory seldom would they see a fight in which
both parties were completely sober. Groups would be drinking together, somobody

would bring up somdthing about logging or about politics whieh would ereate argument,
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The Fimms
oS, A

"The first Fimmish people to como to Itesea cownty arrived about 1803, They
came in following the panic of 1893, At that time there was 1little employment and the
Fianish people from the mining and industrial centers of the Great lLakes section struek

out for the land, Among those first to come wns the Gran feamily." (Frank Cran is now

on splendid farm noar Prout Lake, if alive « check)

"The hardships of those ourly people were almost imdescribable, They came
$0 a new country in which there wore no rads, and the food supplies for the crude homoe
steads wore paoked in on the backs of the industrious gettlers. It is recorded that in
those earlier years the only food that was awailable at times were the rebbits which
wore smared, Bubt it did not teke the Fimmish people long to meke homws. Theliy expere
ionce in the old country was om the type of land found here, They Imow how o use The saw
and axe, how t¢ build homes and clear the land. The result wes the repid development
of some of the finest agricultumal sections in northemn Mimesoba.

fJolm Cakes of Venrlna wae on¢ of the first settlers in that section. He
como in 1898 end was & leador of a Fimmich movement into thet part of the Swen River
villoy, *** Ho had learnod ¢o classify and to 401l the value of londs, He saw that in
northeastorn Minneseota thore was adoquate rainfall and rich lands if they were chogen
properly. It wmg this factor which led him to s tile at VWawina and te help bring other
people into that section,

"In a yecont visit to the Jorald-Roview office, lr, Ookes confirmed the
truth of an editorial which had appeared in the Herald-Review concoming the Fimmish

peeple and their demands for relief, He well remembors that as a youth a large number
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of people went to St, Petorsburg, as the capital of Russia wae thon mown, and esled
for relief of various kinds, Some of the things they asled for were greater eivil
1iberties, Othors were for more food end en opportunity to esecape from the slavery
vhich wos an existing condition im RMussis, Among those who called upon the Czar were
gome Polish poople and a large number of Fimnish people, some of them from $he vicine
ity of lMr, Oade's home, The answer of the Czar to the poople was about the onme which
wuld be expected, He turmed his seldiers loose upon the petiticners end about &
ghougend of them were shot down upen the streets of St. Fetersburg.

"laturally the Fimish people in this section parbteke of the characteristics
of the Fims in thelr own comnbry, »ss"

Tn ¢ho main they are comgervative, here, though about e quarter of then
are radicals and have no $ime for oither Fimmish or American institutioms, They de not
read Maplish papers, they have no confidence in the government of the United States.
They ere constantly seek'ng to brea: up any form of government and will support come
mmisn in eny form where it ia foumd,

"The movement towards radieal educetion of the FPimmish people in lwmerican
started about 1015, The Plmns took readily to the dotrines of Socislism as they were
preached quite exbensively e genoration ego, emd later were leaders in the I, W W,

moverent which had & large following in the mining seotien, ILater the Finng divided

into eo~operative societies, These orgenizations had some morit from the gstandpoint

of their membership, but were the rallying places of those who wished %o expross come
mmistic dootrines. The theories of Commmism made an immediate impression upom the
radical Fimmish people and they have adopted the prineiples of these new teachings and

gupport them at all times,
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%o one from the Wewina seotion wmt to Dussia ascording ¥o M
ghowed us, however, a lotter from the daughter of & women who went to Russia abo

The daughtor $old of hearing from her mother and said she was

loaving the Seviet states for Finland as conditions in Russia were "terrible,” Guite

-

-
3

e muber of people from the lessba remge loft for Russia and we have wot heard of the

progress thoy ave making, They seld and seorificed thelir proporties and were made quite
substantial inducemonts by the Soviet povermmwnt. How the promises were kept we do not
yot imow, (Pind out by the 6, R, Hereld-Meviow later files)

"It is true that the most intercsting thing about the Fimme is the contrast
amoniz the warious groups. Soms Pimmish poople are short and dark, Othere are tall

p are oxbtremely radiocnl in thelr political ideas. Othors are sound and

canservative me group is strongly for temperance and peece, Anether drinks, and
uses short, curved, sharp kmives, Ome group goes o church, Anothor dooe not care
for veligion, 000 group iz strictly homest in 1%g business relatiomships,  The other

is emo :1-.';11 £y

il ;- -'L‘« )"-.

"Those contrasts have not boen dovoloped in tho United States.® (Hobte:
How does the oditor arrive at this conclusion? IEvery tralt montioned, and every cone
tragt noted, has beon obsorved by every Mimm who ever ceme to the U, S, bocause those
am® characteristics mark Aporica'’s native population emmctly as he has attribubed them
to the Fimm. Short, tall, light, dear-, radical, caservetive (in political ideas), tome
L 3 o - & o & ¥

perate, intomperste, peseeful, quarrelsome, religious, mn-religiouns; honest, trickyws

thoese are mot variations of Fimnish cheractoristios, nor Swedish, nor Irish, nor Enge

lish, but wvariations of lummn charasteristics.) “Thoy (these charecteristics) have been

brought here from Finland and Russia. lMany who have had radieal ideas whem they came

to the Tmited Stabes have retained thom,"
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Trade and Bookkeepins in Lozring Days in Grend Rapids

In the days of logging, the winter time was the merchants bharvest
time. Fishing and loafing of the sumer seeson gave way to feverish activity
jn the fall. With the opening of the lumber camps, the stores in Grand Rapids
were busy night end daye Four horse teams swung sleighs up before the Itasca
Mereantile Company, He D« Powers, Henry Hughes, John Beckfelt and other stores
and slid away heaped high with loggers® stores (supplies)s And the loggers
bought in wholesale quantities, though at retail stores. Everything was done
with an eye to uses No fancy displays or wrappings were wasted on loggers
goods. What they bought, they sctually required to run the camp -= chain,
tools, elothing, besns, etes The H. Re of March 16, 1932, in a columm of
reninisocences entitled ™Up In This Neck of the Woods," says of early trading

here:

*The merchandising process was comparatively simple. The goods

were bought, put into warehouses and sent out. If the loggers did well during
the season he paid his bill in the spring when the logs were scld. If he

lost money the merchant got little or nothing. The business mortality among
the esarly loggers wes very greet. Some few made a great deal of money harvest=-
ing pine. Greater numbers loat all that they possessed. The logger was com=
pletely at the mercy of the elements. If frost did not pemetrate the ground
deep enough in the fall, he suffered. If the spring breakup came too scon,

he losts * * # Jerchants who sold to loggers had to have a pretty good margin




Grand Rapids Herald Report
Summer
July 25, 1640

March 16, 1982
(eontinued)

of profit, for the risks were larges

"The other merchandising efforts of years ago wore striking cone
trast to those of todaye Cash registers werc few and complete sets of books

were considered superflucuse The late John Beckfelt told of the carly Indian

trede at Grend Reapidss He did not lmow the mamss of all the Indians who traded
at his store and lhad some little line of credit between payments. OUne charge
would be to 'Rosie'. Ancther account would be for 'Rosie's Sister.' Another
aoccount would be headed ?Rosie's Brothers ©Such a mothod iz more practical than
we may think, These designations were very definites Besides that, Indian
names are very long and even if the morchent imew them, they would talke too

much paper for practieal purposes.

"Thoro was snother kind of merchandising some years beck. That
wag in wobt goods, over the bar, in bottles and in kegs. Whem the logging
season was over saund there was no further demend for feed and things for horses
and men, the saloons had their season, It wams a very busy omes During the
larger part of the year the saloons in Grand Rapids bad to depend very largely
upon looal trades Locel residemts furnished a good many steady customers but
the time for the big momey was in the spring when the lumberjecks came in %o
spend their winter's wages. That was the tourist season of a generation agoe
Saloons were filled to overflowing. For three or four weeks overybody dranks
Then the drive wemt on down the river and the woodsmen went back to their swmer

hounts in Himneapolis or clsewhere. Vhen the Indisn agents olosed up the saloons
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in 1915 they shut up over 20 rebtail establisiments. They brought %o a close
a long established business.

"Today the most active part of the year in Itasca cownty is the
swmere The tourist trade in housshold and camping nocessities has replaced
the older demend for sides of bacon and stag pentse The winter bas become
quiet at times, discouragingly sos There are about tho same nuumber of gasoline
gtationg that there were saloous and the wot goods that are sold the most are
those whieh mm through a hose into the family automobiles

"The early stores were very interesting places, in most respects
more interesting tham thoss of today. The big stove filled with wood atimcted
everyone during the winter monthse The stores wers famous moeting placess
Politics was talked but the weather was the principal subject for conversation
because the weather was so important to everyono who ocut, skidded or hauled
logs. The early days had meny famous characters and many famous story tellorse
Sore of the stories were told around the big stove while loggers talked to

logrers and the ¢lerks were busy filling up the sleighs.

"Stores were easily established years agoe The late Be Le Liecbere
men had & very small stoock of zoods when he first opened his store in Crand
Rapidse It is & fact that Erik Johmson of Bovey brought in his first stock

of poods in & packsacks s J¢ Baker and others who were carly merchants at

Deer River had little on which to sbarte A very large volume of business wes

done in the staple requirements of early days. The dorand was for things %o
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that would keop folks warn mad foods $o eat which would satlafy the

wear

appebite. Saled dressing and silk stockings were not on the shelves.
There was little salemmnship in the older stores besause people were

buying just what they had to have,

“low days there is a different story, The transformation has been
gtriking and cempletes The remmrkable feature is Shat the change has been
mede so completely, within guch m short time and with so little herdship upen

the comuamilye
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duckethosiiorse « Tho lan snd the Lako

"Up northeast of Marcell is Jeckeiheo-liorse lakes Investigation
shows that it was named after a very imteresting charmctor of these parts,

wne John lelonalde

MeDoneld wag born neer Aurelia, Ontario, and worked around the
logging cemps of Grand Rapide and vieinity for scmwtime. Is was & big, strong,
good matured man, and & good leader, becoming foreman for various logsing
companies, though the Itasca Lumber Company bought most of his {ime and man=-
agorial abilitys Of his general ocharacter and his comnection with the naming
of the lake, the He Re of March 25, 1582, in its ocolumn of reminiscences has

this %o say:

TJoln Melonald beocemo Jacketho=Horses There are several stories
as to the origin of the namo. We yely upon Mre (Williem) Hoslihan for the

mogt avthentie basis for it.

"leDcnald was fireman for a large camp operated by Kehl end Derry,

up in the Bigfork country. Ons dsy one of the horses working as part of &
toam engoged in hauling logs was taken sicke lNoDonald ceme bye He ordered
his men to take the sick horse swmy to the barn., Dut thers was a slsigh %o
be moveds MeDenald stepped in, took hold of the tug chaing and the end of
tho neck yoke and trotted off with the horse and sled, Io did not have to
pull much for the grade was down hills But McDonald kept up his part of
the work.
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"Haturally such a stunt appealed to lumberjackss dJohn MeDonald
became Jack~theeilorse and remained that until the end of his dayse

"hen it was desired to mame ome of tho wmauy lakes nonr which Mo

Donald logged, how natural it waa %o 6all it Jackethe-llorse lalko,

"There are many stories told about Jackethe-Horses (ne of them has
to do with earlier days in Crund Bapidse lamberjecks took their politics serie
ouslys That is, politics gave them sewsthing Go talk sbout and drink abouts
Alor"g in the fall before the election of 1896 when freec silver wms the issue,

a crowd of lumberjacks were arguing in the street: Thay fell to fighting.
Jacksthowliorse was in & nearby salocns Ho heard the commotions Out he rushed.
Jack 414 not care about politics. Ho was good matureds Put he liked the
fighting gamo, He rushed imto ths orowl shouting, *Who do I fight, Vho do I
fight?* Up stepped & lumberjack and hit hiwm on the schin, ™You fight mol®

he sadd, end they wemt wight at it Fighting was & pastice to Jeckethosiiorse,
g5 it wus to many other nen of that days Thoy did not care for what they fought
or why they foughts It was the fight that counted."

Near Deer River, where Jack lived was another Jolm MeDomald; neo
relation, One day this man ordered from & local storeo some hay, c&ts and vther
farm nocessitics, which were to be sent outs Jackethewllorse MoDonald had also
ordered fome things foi the howg, snd-in some menner the orders beooame mixod.
In dup time the hay and oats appeared on Jackethesiorse's porch, and an angry

lirg. Jack came out and demsnded that the stuff be taken away and her own proper

goods laf't instead.
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"y usband night be Jack-the«Horse," sho said, "but he don't eab
hayd®

"lieDomald worked for a long time for the warious lumber companics,

always noted for his strengbh, his good nature, his ability, Dut he liked

whiskey, no uncommon falling in those dayse [e decided to leave logzing and
want inbo the saloon Lmsiness in Deer Rivere lere he suid that when he was
csnp foroman he had a hundred men or so working for him, In the saloon buse
izoss ho had Ywo or thres thousand nem working for him, Ihat wes virtually
true beeause & luyge percentage of the emmings from sawing and cutiing tiuber

went across ths bar,

"Jack-tho-Horse was not a good business mam, Very fow men made
mongy in the saloon business and Jack was one of those who lost all that he
hade ILs then became a barkeeper, always a popular onec, for he lmew everyone

and everyme knew him,

"Along about 1910 or 1912 & man same inte tho saloon one day whem
dJack was working alone, Ho had a grievance sgainst Jack's employer, whom
Jack resembled greatly im appearsance. With very few words & gun was pulled
and Jacketho«liorse was fatally shote

"Jacketho-Horse lake 18 u very putty body of wabers Itz ghoros
are lined with pine and cedar; birch and basswoods Its waters are filled with

£fish, like all othor lakes in the Mareell vicinity., It is but one of the 300
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or more of Itasca's famous lakes, but its name will remain as a memory of
ong of thoss real men who conguered the pine forosts when that part of the

country was & wildernoss.”
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Cheating the Lumberjack

.

"The lumberjack with his mackinaw coat, stag saw, was one
character. When drinking over the bay and enjoying himsell he was still
anothere When defrauded of his earnings, his winter's work wasted and gone,

he represented still another kind of man,

"o a vory large extont the lunberjack was & vistim of both his
own wealmess and the cupidity of other peoples Those who amployed him cheated

him if they could, until the law protected hime

"lany of the men who worked in the wocds got no pay for their ser=
icess Spriag would come and the employer would be broke. The lien laws were
such that the process of collection was both uncertain and expensive. He had
collected & little on mccount during the winter. After that he wandered, broke
and discouraged, to Minneapolis and them bhe looked for summer work with a raile

road gangs

"But in the earlier days those employers who could pay did not pay

in fulls They gave the lumberjack a time check, payable souetine after the
work was dome, or whioh muet De exchanged or cashed at some distant pointe
The lumberjacks needed or wanlted moneys They took the checks to the ssloons,
d the bankss Since they were not immediately peyable, a discount
was asked, OSometineg this discount was five or tem percembs Sometimes it was
o’

" 4 ey y ! P 1. 4 ~ RO Y o~ n -~ - el ¥ - D gm wm -~ s NE =~ T sy T B ~ &
& fourth or & third of the whole chesk. Circumstances differed. Sonstises

those who cashed checks took some rigk. Ta meny cases lumbermen had arrengements
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made with some of the banks in the wooded section and the discount was split
belween the banker who took the check and the lumberman who finally paid it.
There was chance for dishonesty end abuse. The lumberman justified the system
by stating that the money the lumberjack received would be wasted. This con-

tinued until public sentiment rose up against the system whiech permitted it.

"Ce Cs MoCarthy of Grand Rapids, was the men who stopped this abusee
Elected to the state senate he brought before the legislative session of 1898
the methods by which men who worked in the woods were protecteds IHe did it by
changing the lien laws. Io longer need s man who had money eoming for his
work place & log lien at Mimmeapolis or some other far distant points He could
seize the logs where they were cut, on the river or anyvhere in the county in
which he workeds He could demand his money in full and enforce that demand in

very quick order. There was no more shaving of time checks.

"It is also a strange turm of politics thet this very worthy act

was not really appreciateds The lumber companies opposed ite The men who

worked in the woods never seemed to cares

"Ce Ce MeCarthy had a fundemental sympethy with the men of the woods.
For nine years as a young man he worked in the woods of Michigen. A native of
Bichigan he studied law in that state and in Indiana. As many people were com=

ing to northern Mimnesota he followed their trail. He came to Grand Rapids on

July 2nd, 1892 He saw the activities and the prospects of the new county so

recently formed. A few days later he went to Duluth where he was admitted to
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the practice of law in Mimnesota. He returned to CGrand Rapids to become ome
of the leading eitizems, not only of the commmity but of the county and the

whole morthern part of the states

"Lawyers entered politics in the earlier days. Mr. McCarthy served
as county attorney. Then he served in the Mimmesocta legislature. The term

'senator' has been his designmation for over 30 yearse.

%Ce Co McCarthy's activities have been interesting. He follows
his convictions with sarnestness and sincerity. He has taken an active part
in polities, state and national. In national campaipgns he has aérved as a
speaker in many states. The senator has more than a statewide repute as an
orators His practice of law has brought hin into many kinds of litigation.

But most typieal of his services as a lawmeker or a citizen was his protection

of the rights of the lumberjack, a man who needed protectione

"Those who have lived long in northern Minnesota have seen many
conditions and many issues. Thirly years ago logging was the prinecipal ine
dustry and the loggers and the public had their legislative and political
controversies. Counties were formed and as the prinecipal tax paying interests
were the lumbermen there was conflict between those who could spend and those
who paide This brought about many keon issues, many times very embarrassing

to those in public office.

"The lumbering days were romantic. The lumber barcns had a stromg

political hold on affairs local, statewide and even national. Nowedays lumbere
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jacks are paid in full when they wish their monoye. Legislation has been

proposed to put shower baths in logging camps. The saloon has gone and

tractors have taken the place of the horss. Such is change."
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Iron lands

Iron near Grand Rapids. The shoemaker's (Mre We D. Holman's

40 acres. See story in Grand Rapids Horald-Review of April 6th, 1932,

if wanted.
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Sheriff Hoolihan

Mre William Hoolihan, sheriff of Itasca county from 1902 to
1908 was a colorful sheriff. He bad worked in the lumber camps and was
known a8 the lumberjack sheriff. Itasea county then extended wey to the

Canadian border, and every lumberjack in it voted for Holliban,

There were no automobiles then, and no place in Itasca county te
run one anyway, exoept up and down the streets of Grand Rapids villages A
horse and wagon ¢ould barely get beyond Cohassete All the country roundabout
was wild and only & rough trail lod from Crand Rapids to Bigfork. Under the
most favorable conditions €his was a two-or three-day tripe What is now

Eooghiching county was then a part of Itasca, so the sheriff's journeys

took him elear through to International Falls. After the M & I. railroad

was built to Bemidji, the trip was made by train. Befere that day jurymen
who wanted to come from Intermatiomal Falls to Grand Rapids took the train
to Winnipeg, thence south to Crookston, end thence to Grand Rapids on the

Great Northerns

I was necessary for the sheriff to serve papers and make arrests
throughout his territorys Sometines he used team and buckboard, sometines
he went on horsecback, but most of the time he wulked. When he came %o &
river, he stood on & log and pushed it scross. lost of the streams of eny
size had logs in them in those days, and these made handy mobile bridgess
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"In the older days of the saloons and frontier characters,™ says
the He R., "thepre was plenty of fighting and many murders. Practically every
grand jury dealt with ome or more mrders and the sheriff had teo go out and
hunt up some pretiy tough men at timess In 1906 there was a strike in the
mineral region and Sheriff Hoolihan was callaed over to Nasghwauk to maintain
orders Jrs Hoolihan says that most all stories teld concoming his actions
at that Lime were not true. The simple faets are thet there was a general
gtrike and that the sheriff was on the ground with sufficient show of force
and doputies to prevent amy disorder or destruetiom of property. Judge Al
fred L. Thwing was county attorney at thet time and Iteseca county dealt with

the problems of law and order in a very decisive manuers

Vime Hoolihan was born in Onterio, came to Michigan, and thence to
Minnesota. In 1892 he ecame to work fdr Wright & Davis, at & canp near the
present site of Goodmen. There he helped to load the first carload of logs
that was taken to the Mississippi River over the mailroed which was being

built from the river nerthward. Jim Woods was the foreman of the camp,

"It was at this time that history, as far as Grand Rapids was

concernod, was made. The guostion as to whether the county seat should be

at La Prairie, which was then the head of the eounty povernment or at Crand

Rapids was voted on in the fall of 1802. The lumberjacks who were working
for Wright & Davis were allowed %o wote in that election. Perhaps all of

them had not lived in the state lonz emough and some were not entitled to
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vote, but such questions were very rarcly raised in those timess The lumber~
jacks walked Crom the camp inlo Swan River where thers was a polling place.
Before they left tho camp they were asked to vole for La Prairie by the fore-
man and as long as it made no differemes %o anyone of the mem, La Prairie

would get the wvote.

"As the group of lumberjacks was walking into Swan River, they
were met by Henry Logan of Grand Rapids, who was at that time end leter ocme
of the most important political figures in the county. Logan asked then
where they were goings They replied that they were going into Swan River to
vote. The next question was who thoy were going to vete for. Logan was told.
Logan them bogan to argue. IHo said that the man should vote for Grand Rapids
for county seat. He said that la Prairie was owned by the lumber companiess
On the othor hand Crand Rapids was owned by many people and any property owner
had just as good & chance as any one else in saying what the town was going to
bee That argument made an immediate appeal to the men. The idea of doing as
you liked always appealed to the lumberjacks. So William Hoolihan and his
gang of lumberjecks voled straight for Grend Raspidas. The wote on the guestion
of county seat mms vory olose. 4 fow votes ome way or the other would have
changed the results Vhen Honry Logan met William Hoolihsn om that fall day

in 1862 it was an importent day for CGrand Repidse

"Following Mr. Hoolihan's employment for Wright & Davis he went

o work for other lumbering companies. IHe became foremen of large camps,
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working a considerable part of the time for the Ipasea Lumber Company. He
was elected sheriff by a good majority end after giving up that office he

reengsged in the timber business. later he spent comsiderable tine on his

farz just east of Grand Rapide and is now engaged with the county as road

sverseer in the fourth commissiocper distriet. (Check as to last acte

ivities, and whether or not Hoolihan is still alive)
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0ld Lumberram o Sins

lost of the leaders of the old lumber days are doad, but many

stories about them live one

"One of the important characters of the lumbering days was J« Ps
Simse He was manager of the logging operations for the Itaseca Lumber Company.
As the ITasoa was the most important producer of logs in this section his
position was important while his home was at Mimneapolis, mmch of his time
was spent in this soction, particularly at Deer River where the logging and

transportation activities of the company headguartered.

"lire Sims is described as a man of exeeptionally fine appearance,
strong, active, energetic. In his later years his bair was white, his sppeare
ance all the more iupressives He was a watchful executive, well trained in
the ways of the woods and the lumber eamps. Noome put anything over on Je Pe

Simses He was & smart man,

"Mre Sius had several important characteristicse One of them was
& disposition rathor variable in its mnifestations, Some days he was the

most pleasant boss on earth. On other days he was stern and sovere. The

first fow questions he ususlly asked in the morning was en indication of his

disposition for the day. Naturally decisive, this featurs of his dispesition

was dulled or sharpened by his feolingss * * #

"In the earlicr days of the Itasea lLumber Company operatioms in
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this section their logging road extended from Cohassel northward, over
what is now ealled the right of way road, leading towards Deor lake. The
company harvested its pine smd put it into The river at Cohassete OSome of
the people who owned land on the river wanted a big price for its use by
the logging companys The story goes that lre Sims tried to deal with the
owners, but failed to get what he thought was proper consideration. Cue

af'ternocn he gave orders to begin taking up the railroad at seven the next

mornings Fromptly on time the work began and Cohmssel was no longer head-

quarters for the Itasca Lumber Company.

"This is the way the story is told. It is true, but it is doubte
less also true that sooner or later operetions would have bLeen moved te Deeyr
River becauss of many factors invelving timber supply and railroad building

possibilitiess

"There is anotheér story showing lr. Sims® disposition and its
queer turns. Ome day the noon train on the Greet Northern was Taking water
at Deer River at the ¢ld location of the water tank and backed into a train=-
load of cars that was just pulling out of the Minmeapolis and Reliny River
Railway yards. About 20 of the logzing cars and the end car on the Great
lorthern were derailed. It wus not much work to restore things but in a few
days M. Sims received a letter from the Great Horthern stating that they
were diseiplining their trein crew for carelessness by a layoff of 30 days

and were suggesting that he mete out the same diseipline to his mem. lire
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Sinmg wrote the Creat Northerm a hot letter. No cue was going to tell him
what $o doy lMoreover, if the Great Northern did not put this train crow

back Immediately ho wotld sue for damages. Ihe tyein crew camg back Lo

ork, with kind words for the manager of the Itasce lumber Company.

"Another (story) deals with lMr. Sims® visit to logging operations
en Clsarwater Brook ! y earlier dayss There were gquite a few logs rumning
down the stream and } ng thought that be would show the corew that he was
Jusk as active ag evers He jumed from log to log, but slipped and felle He
went doun way oul of sight. When he ¢ame wp he grabbed a log and reached down

to his vest pocket and took his woteh, which was wvaluable, and held it up
> 4

n his bend so that it would not tale any more water than it had already ro=

ceiveds On the shore of the stream was standing Bill Reid, well known lumber-
Jack of the earlier dayse Io saw the general manager holding onto a log with
one arm and in the other band above his head the weitche It wus en interesting
situation which provoked the lumborjack to mirth. 5o bhe shoulted ocut =-"How

long were you down, Nre Simé, how long were you down?™

?Js Fe Sims came to Miunesota from Michigasn where he logged in the
earlior days for the Iteseca Lumber Company interests, which operated thore before
coming to this section. It is believed that he came from Canada to the United

States. He died about 12 years ago. (mbout 1520).
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Ee.rdy_ Indiang

Meny Indians had extremo courage about patienco. Oeorpge Galbreath tells
about the most hardy Indian that he ever saw,

"A rood mamy years age Tibbisheogan ceme 4o Grend Rapids to ¢rade, The
Tndiens were mot supposed to have liquor but they usuelly had it, Tibbishoogan bow
came® drunl end along towmrds nightfall stumbled into his cance and made his way wp
rivor, That night lic made himeolf a cempfire at the mouth of Bass Broock, It wus
late in the fall end cold, During the night the wmfortunate Indism rollod into his fire
end was very badly burned, FHe awoke covered with flemes and Jumped into Base Brodk
end ite cold waters to put out the fire, Some of the burne were very bad, On one
thigh, from hip to kmee, he was burned so badly that the bemes of the leg showed,

"Tho suffeying Indien spent the rest of the night at his cemping place and when

—e B

1light cmwo he peddied his canoce up Dess Drook, Thon he ceme to Dass Lele he found

the bay coversd with ice. Going ashore he out a hoavy stick and broke the ice ahead
of his emmoe for a disbtance of about half a mile, Coming into the opem lnke ht paddled
wp to the north end, where his sister, Goosemeck, lived, He sbaggored into her house
and immedintely sent hor for somp medicine, She went into the woods snd took some of
the inside bark from temarnck snd young pine trees, Tibbishcogan took an old flat irem
and a hammor and pounded thoe bark imte a fine pulp, This he mixed with water and applied
it to his womd, He kopt this up for many weeks, He recovered completely,

"This seme old Indismn was tough. He later became sick with an abeess om his

brain, He was taken to Bema, The dootors came down from Cass lake, two of thom.
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"pi{bbishoogan was placed on a cot in an empty room. One of the doctors gave
him chloreform, The other begm the very delicate and importent operations The first
tagk was o cut a hole through the skull at the back of the heads The doctor had &
chisel for that purpose but he had forgottenm to bring his mallet, Finding no hammeor
he used a monkeyewrench for pounding, Ho made his way into the skull, put in a wire,
opened the eboess and established drainage through the ear. It was a delicate and a
successful operation performed under primitive conditions.

"The doctors comploted their work, fashioning drainage tubes from an old hot
wator bag. Thoy left for their homes at Cass Lake,

"Within three hours after the operation Tibbishcogan was dowmtown in Bena
visiting with his frionds,

"he Indiens of a gemeration ago were strong people. They wore little olothing.
Before the advenmt of the past two or three generations the Indiens wore a breech oloth
end & blanket, That was their complete eclothing.

"The food of the Indians of older days was very simple, It was that which
neture provided, Sometimes the Redmen had but ome or Ywo thiugs to eat, Groupa of
them have bees kmown to live on wmsalved fish for a whole winter, Salt was hard for them
to gsecure, Sixby years age a double handful of salt would be traded for a whole Hind
quarter of a moose, The Indisns lived upon what the coumtry produced, its game, fish
and wild Tico.

"Undor the rigorous life of the early days only the hardy survived, Thoseo

who wore wonk died early in life, The Indian of generations ago was doubtloss what
he was supposed to be, a man of stremgth, courage and endurance,"

Any essontial changes in the Indian may be traced directly to tho white man,




The early traders brought in vhisiey and the Indian had a passion for it It had muoch
to do with the social amd physiocal degenoration of the Chippewas, PMrohibition introe
duced him to cammed heat and the poorest of moomghine, both of which were doubtless

about as good as the oheap, dootored substitutes for real liguor worked of f on his

great grandfather by the wmserupulous traders of those days. The white man brought

the Indian diseases of many kinds. The hot, umventilated log cabin and white mun's
clothes were not #0 good for him as the wigwam and the blanket, Infection spread

o the hoalth of the present generation of Chippowes tho white mam

-
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Chippewas now suffery, The white brother owes hi

41TIO NOW,
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Hotels = Sgores « G Re in 1870's

J. R, 0'¥Malley purchased the Pokegama Hetel from its tuilder, D, Me Gumn, in
1917, He had been in hotel work in northern Hmesota for about 25 years at that time,
from bell beoy to manager, and from Altlkin to St. Cloud and Bemidji,

lMrg, 0'Malloy lived in Grond Rapids' very first hotel, however. It was the
"stopping place” of loren, familiarly "1o," Seavey, snd Mrs. O'Malley was Seavey's
daughter,

"loren Seavey came from Maine, He enlisted in the Union army end following
his discharge came up north on the Mississippi. He worked in lumber cemps vhere he
was en expert cooke In sbout 1871 or '72 he began business in Grand Rapids with the
constmotion of a log stopping pluce. This was a large wooden strueture located near
where the paper mill mow stands, TI% was a rambling structure capable of ¢aking care of
a good many people, This place 110" Seavey owmed and managod until 1879, Then, having
a growing family on his hands and wighing to give them an eduecatlon, the family moved
to Aitkin, Tere there were schools #%%,

"1, Sesvey esteblished vhat was doubtless the most famous stopping place in
northern Mnmesota's history. This was the tSeavey Remeh,' as such places were called,
T was loeated about 14 miles upstresm from Altkin vhere the W1llow River runs into
the Mississippl, This place lir, Seavey operated both as a farm and a stopping place
mtil his death in 1909, =%

"irs, 0'Malley recalls the very early days inm Orand Rapids though she was a

young child at that time, There was no development of the rapids mnd water fell over
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the rocks with terrifying speeds The falls at Orand Rapids were the head of navigation
at that time and the Seavey hotel was placed near them on the north side of the river,
On the south side of the river Patrick Casey had a hotel and store, *** near where the
Wheaton buildings are now lecated, lire Casey later became & prominent merchant at
Aitkin end the Potter<Casey compeny had commercial interests im Grand Rapide for some
time, There were but few families in Crend Rapids. These were the Bums, YcCabe and
Nason familiess They were the children with whom the Seavey children played, What is
now the village proper was forest, some of which had been cut ewey. Cow paths led from
the river inte the woods.

"when the Seavey family moved awny from Orend Rapids the hotel was sold to the
Vekefield brotherss It was later purchased by James Sherry., In Grend Rapids at that
time was one general stores This was rum by L. Fy Knox. It was not wntil several yoars
later that a freme building was built in Grend Repids, The earlier structures were of
logs and Crand Rapids was in appearamce a very humble commmity with its half dozem
buildings, at least two of which were used for salooms.

"he Seavey ranch om the Mississippl was ebout & half day's travel by toan
orf oxen from Altkin, It was a popular place and Mrs, 0'Malley said that o* though
the second story of the houss accommodated a great meny sleopers it wag ot times
nocessary to put blankets dowm on the floor of the first story and lumberjecks slept
as they could, The fee was 28 cents for a night's lodging and 25 conts for each

bountiful meal. T& was not wnusual to have 100 lumberjacks stop in for a meals The

ranch was a very busy place, particularly inthe foll and in the spring end in the

logging ceason.”

Ilustrating hotel meals of that early day in the poction, lr, OMMalley exe
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hibited the meuu for Christmas dimer, Dec. 25, 1898, at thw Foley House, Altkin,
which ho then mamaged, The daily rate there was ‘1, Aerican plan, and the memu
(] T alsaen

for the Christmas dimmer offered soup, & cholce of turkey, gooso, duck or chicken,

yepetebles, selads, pie, Roman pumch emd claret wine, all for 25 ocemto,

The chief patrons of ¢he hotols in the early days wore the lumberjacise In

-

ble place

fact, the hotels were built primerily for them. They crowded every avallad

whore theoy could eat, drink amd sleep.
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"The liogaba renge and the irem bearing formation extends through Grend

Rapids, The whole territory north of the commmity is uwnderlaid with iron ore

deposite *+» Tmmodiabtely soross the Misslssippl there are iron ore deposits %

(A full eolum here, but reference is mpinly o the towns to the

east of G, R, may use some of it, however.)
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Christuas Scason

"A half cenbury age there was 1little church activity in Grand Rupids. Most
of what was carriod on had to do with the Indiang hercebouts. leny of the denominae
tions attempled to Christienize the Chippswms. The two churches most active in
thie worl wore the Catholie and the Episcopal, *+* In the carliest daye Pather Shu
was the most active emong the Catholios., Ho would com to Grand Rppide hold sere
vicos in the largost home in the commmity and wrk most intensely emeng the Indians
of tho section. The meme of Rov, Gilfillan i prominently identified with the work
of the Bpiscopelisns, and it is probable that the first protestant church ostablished
in the section was tho Episcopal church,

" $elling about these carlior times Mrs. Je Re O'lMalley spoaks of what was
wndoubtedly the firet church choir in Grand Repides She heard it of the Ppiscopal
church, Somo of its members had just returned from a long term of schooling &%
Carlisle, Among the ypubers were Nell Burns, now Mrs, Geo. Lydick of Cass lake, snd
lirs, Bortha Stuckslager of Grand Rapids., Sidvey MoDomald and Fred "ason, mow of
Bema, also semg and Ama HeDoneld played the organ, ##¢

"The Chippowes have obsorved Christms for some time," (It is nob lmown %o

vhat oxbont ¢he papooses really believe in Semts Claus)

"% do not kmow whether or met the young Indians heng up their sheckings in
the wigwems, bub it is a fact that the Chippewas exchenge gifts at Christmas time
and folleow out the spirit of the day to en interesting extent, lpe% of the Indians

of this section are nominally Christien, Tt will probably take more Chan ono gonoPe
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abion %o bring them to the fullest conception of soms of the Christian boliefs, Since
the white men cemnot agree amomg themsolves on the questiona of roligion, wo would
hardly expect the Indian o agreo with overything that is told him, espocislly since
he has had an intense religlous feeling eultivated threugh memy genorationg of the bee
1iefs of his owm pooples Thile a large propertion of the Indlams profess Christlane
ity, there i still quite a percontage whd climg ¥o the belief of thalr fathers end
who practice the various ritec and rituals which beleong o the Chippewns, ot
"Christmes in ¥hw luber cmps wus a day of rest. It wonld be diffienlt to
jmagine the early lwborjacks hanglng up their stockings or telling stories about Saata
Clauz, Their imaginations might woll be appliod ¢o such & subjest ag Paml Thuyyenm,

Semte Clans is for childvens

"The Christmas gemson weg & busy ome in the lumbor camps. The camps had been

started in the fall snd overy day of work was valuable, Omes in ewhile a lumborjac
would got swoy frem camp and coms to town where he would indulge in a fow Christm
Thet practice, however, was very much fyowmed upom by the lumber compsnies.
pre not to colebrate in that woy until the work of the year was domd,.
Conseguently the day was observed quietly in camp, I% would be a doy vory meh as
other doys of rect in which the won smoked their plpes, talled things over, wmshod out
thoir clothes or resteds The sook, however, kaew that it was Christmas emd {lere was
usually somothing speeial to eab, If turleys wore availadle lwmberjacks ate in style.
If not, the cook alway:s saw that thore was somvthing special in the form of meal or

breads or calo,”
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Zown Dovel opment

s of commmity development ie elways interesting, emd Gremd Rapids

ton of the faste First there was just a log "stopping place™ by a
boautiful waborfall and a store or two, Seloons were considersd very neccgsary os-
teblishmente in those days, and thoy followed the hotel end steres closely, Areund
this cruvde nucleus obhor frems tmildings sprang up, other stores came, end more seloons,
Aftor swhile a fow brick buildings appeared, end after that meerly ell business places
wore conchructed of this materials The older ildings, meemvhile were being demole
ighed, by man end by Pire, and soon the tom bore mo rosemblance to its former self,
Olti»c'ﬂ in charactor or appoarmoo.

Likewise the people have chamged, The mom who followed the words occupatiom

are gono, lnokinows and stag pembs have glven way o conventiomal Americen elothing,

$ho cream check has stepped into the prominemt place formerly ececwpied by the lumbers

check, Progress,
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Cu &5 uc(.:arbhx

"7¢ was natural for C. Cy MeCarthy to coms to & wooded country Decause e
wor vaised in the big woods of Michigm, ¥+ His parents camo to Ilichigon when ali
was wild, Thore were no rouds, hardly any treils, The femily possessions were
brourht 4n in a big box plased upon two vheels, for the country wue tov rough for
& fourewhooled vohicle, The home was made of logs. It was wder theeo conditions
that €, O, MoCerthy was born in Michigen in 1856, the firet white child to be bom
in Oratioct cowmbtys *&s

%he sohool down in Gretiot county, Michigen, was #%% orude end new *3
& log Duilding with benches cut from loge. It had a puncheon floor #»+ Tt was &
place of educatiom but it did not carry its pupils very far on tho path of highew
education, That had to be loocked for clsevhere,

"Youmg MeCarthy was strongs As soon as hiz first sohooling was dono ho
gharted owt for the big woods. In fact, ho ran away to them when he was 15 years
of age, lo wes as large as a wan and gtronger than most of them, Te could do
everything thet was £o be dome im a lumbercemp and it wms thore that he lsaruod much
of great gervies %o him in later years.

Aftor working in the Michigan wods for a few years, he $ook up the sbudy
of law, wmder preceptors in Michigan at first, and latoer in & law school in Velparalso,
Indiene, Ho wms admitted to the Michigm bar in about 1884, and deocided to setile in

Saginew %o practice. Saginaw was then a riperearing 1wber tom and loCarthy entered
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i% on a log drive, He was still working om the logs when he was olectod cireuit

court commissiomer. It poid a small stipend end permitted him %o spend some timp in
further study smd at his soanty practice. After o few yoars he returned 4o Vale
paraise for further study , and then begem %o look around for a new f{ield.

o hed heard of Gremd Rapids, Several residents of this section ceme from
Saginew, smong them the Xremors, In the late spring of 1892 C, C, MeCarthy cmme to
Grand Rapids and looked over the new counyy of Itasea, *»+ Ho wont Yo Duluth where he
we admitted to the Mmmesota bar, and on July 2, 1892 My and lys, NoCarthy bocame
residents of Crand Repids,”

T4 wag beocause Ce C. MeCarthy was raiged in the woods and worked with
Twiborincks, end lmew them and their wnys, that he took such an interest in thelir
wolfare whon he bocame a state senstor. (The memmer in which My, NeCarthy went

bat for the lwberjadcs appears elsewhere in these notes)
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Education-Schools

"ifiss Bdna I, Murphy cams to school District Six at Deer River in 1914,
The country here was in great contrast to the Illinois prairies on vhich sho was
raised, She wae immediabely plunged into a now educational enviromment, with & half
dogen different nationalities, with memy new people to teach. There were the schools
of the village and those which taught the Indism children, #+#

"In 1017 Miss ¥urphy began her work in School Distriot Mumber Ono, and no
one hes played a more important part in the development of the rural sducational

system of this great district, #»#

e firat schools of this section were conducted at some homesteader's

yesidence, The childrem came from the nearby section, some walking for several miles
through the big woods, Tho teacher might have been the wife of the homesteader who
meny have tenght school in Town ore somewhere in southern Minmesota, A regular
teacher might be later employed and them would come the schoolhouse.

"o first schoolhouses were of logs. Itasea county had the famous 1ittle
red and white schoolhougos, but the educatiomal system went baek & little further than
this, A =)l clearing wuld be made, the noighbors would get %ogether, end in &
short time therc would be educational faeeilities for the growing families,

"Before the day of good roads the small schoolhouse sorved each commmity,

The districts bullt this kind of schools They wore the only kind that could be pro-
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vided, A complete system of education was built wnder conditions in which the onoe
room school wee a necessity.

"Wogt of that early system hes been discarded: There are fow, if my, log
school houses left im Tinsea comnty. The emeeroom structures are rapidly going into
disuse, **+ The hizlways end buses have come and changed the whole scheme of educae
tion, #%=

"Sehool District Mumber One 15 one of the largest districts in the state and,
for that metter, im the United States, #+ (I have an up to date prospectus of this

great school plant in ancther place)
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First Choir

That probably was the first cholr $o sing in Grand Rapids was assembled late
in the yoar 1889 or early inm 1880, It sang at the Presbytorian ehurch, which had just
been built, The choir members were lirs; Bertha Stucksleger, then Bertha Uason, Kate
Burng, Ide VeCabe, and Ama lcDomalds Margaret Nasom played the organ.

"Srend Rapids was then a small sbruggling commmity in the back woods. The
first school had been built some five or six yoars before, Church servicos had been
held in the homes, Mrs, Stuckslager was baptized by the Rev, Gilfillan, but there
was no active Episcopalisn church in Grand Rapids at that time, According to lirs,
Stuckslagerts recollectiona, the Presbyterian church was the only church edifice,
though there were services in the various homes by the differemt demominations, #**

"The MoCabe family was one of the first here, and Dob MeCabo wus ono of the
woll known characters of the times Chrrie Durna' home was near where the paper mill
now gbands, Mark Bums, who was a boy at thet time, became a well-inowm avthority
on the administration of Indiem affairs. ##+, Sidney MoDonald was one of the early
sottlers in Grend Raplds, and the two Mason girls who samg in the chedr, wore the
daughters of Albori Nason, better lmown as Al,

"Albert linsom was bomn in Ngva Scobia and came west %o Mimmesota about 1870,
He camw %o the upper Mississippi cowmbry sbout 1872, He marriod Betsy Drusboater, the
daughter of Chief Dmmbeater, for whom Dprumbester Island in Pokegtma lalks wes named,

The old chief was one of the prominent Chippowas of his day end died at en advenced

age in 1804, Hig family lived at verious places on Pokegama lake and the Neson

childrven wore born moar Grend Rapids, Al Nason lived for a timp on Polegama Point."
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e was & mon of outstanding physical strength, the older residents agreeing
thet he was one of the stromgest and most @killful mon whe over 1lived in the commmitys
Be still roained his veputetion for streagth and ability Yo handle himself evem after
the logs of his loft hand by emputation after s hunting accident, Afber yours of
rosidence at Pokogama Poimt and Grand Repids, Al Nason 1ived at Cohassot, and then
later went to Bena where he died in 1913,

The 4wo Nasen girls, wombers of this first chelr had some schooling at
Aitkin, them in 1804 they went to the famous school at Carlisle, Pema, Here they
remmined for five years without a trip back to Orand Rapids or sooing their parents,

They came basck in 1880 and beosme mombers of the first &, R, choir,
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Fimns

In 1081 or 1952 a larpe group of Fimns left Itasea county bowmd for
Russie, Those vho left were commmists and desired $o partake in the commmistic
experiments across the ocean, They sold their farms emd goods for whatever they
could pet, Thet was not vory much, There was a large group of them who were prome
ised spociel congideration in the Soviet States, #*#

®1¢ is stated that these people did mot like it in Russis, but proof
is hard €0 find, Vhen a porson is in Russia ho does as the Russians say, Ome thing
he ic not to do is ‘o express eny ideas that are against the purpose and progress of

the Mussien experiment, In one of the Finnish commmities in nerthern MMfimmescta one

of those who left was So write back to his friends, If he d4id not 1like it in the new

land he was %o put & cross mark at the bottom of his letters, That was a mark that
was to moan sorwthing to the folks back home, lotters came and they all had a cross
mark, Some vwho had figured on leaving the United States are staying here, ##+ The

Finns have done & splendid job of developing many seotions of Ttasca county,
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Logrors of Itasca

"In the year 1900 there wers a large mumber of loggers operating in this
gection, In thet winter the Itasca Lumber company alon® got out about &0 million
foct and employed about 600 men and 500 horses, *#* Ip later yoars this company

produced sbout 250 million feot a season, under Ju P. Sins! management,

Other large operators included ShevlineCarpemter company, Backus=Brooks "

Ce Ay Sdth, Hy C, Akeloy Lumber company, Bovey-Delaittre, Bwrlington Lumber company,
the Veyerhausers, Carpentorelambd company, Zimmeman & Ives, Prioe Drothers, Fowers
& Bimpson, Jewes Sherry, Dert Mumson, Jolm Frager, O, J, Mellen, J, C, Gilmere,
Mevterson & Johnson, Pokegama Lumber company, Js Hy Duning, Bommess & Howo, Hurd
& MoAvity, Famtor and Dwyer, Doram & Dewoy, Howe & Stitt, Froemsm & Gray, Milligan
& MeGuire, Sem Simpsen, S, D, Hemilbon, C, Ds Lewis, R, By Polly, Miks Cother, John
Bedquist, M, Ially, Je e Taft, levis Neldwin, Harry Osks, Frank Green and 1ike
MeCarthy,

"fhere were doubtless meny other wrkers in the wods at the cmme time
but 1% smst be remoubered that Ttasce cowby exbended clear $o the Canediem border.
However lozzing operations were confined largely to this section, the Prairie, the
upper Mississippi and othor territory lying north of Deer river, Estimabes of the
mount of pine standing in Ttason county ot that time totalled not less than tw
billion foot, The records would probebly show that a very much larger amownt was

taken oub, **+ Bort Ywmponm *** logped hore wuntil a comparatively fow yomrs agoe
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"Al Powors wag ono of the oubstanding charaoters of the carly logging
days. With his associntos ho Duilt o railread frem Hibbing runuing westward o
Croclkad Lake in Itasca comnty, This was one of the first logring ronde of this sece
tion, Al Powers was a man of great emergy smd eactivity. Sam Simpson wis so well
Inom in the early days of Itasca counby that we think that smybody whose name is
Simpson ought to hawe the first name of Sem, #**# After finighing up some work here
he went %o Leoch lLake and put a large stesmmboat upon that lake for the purpose of
bauling poods; logs and passengérs.

¥ s#% Dort Mmson always had a joke ready and was always up to some kind
of a tricks He was a most ehserful sort of logger, willing %o ganble om enything.
Jin Sherry rem the hotel in Grand Repids emd also logged. He was a hardfisted logper
and being somewha’ hard himself, he had & rough bunch of lwberjacks, Jumes Sherry's
lumborjacks wore kmown as Sherry's "Tigers' and vhen thoy came to town afber the sea-
son’s work was over there was usually plenty of excitoment , s

“Fred Bomness #+ lived at Aitkin and Muneapolis and was interested in
the early days in the navigation on the real uppor Mississippi. Ho was one of those
interested in the owmership of the Andy (ibson, the large boet which made regular
trips botween Adtkin and Grand Rapide.

¥ #»2% The Shevlin<Carpenter interests were very capeble ioggors. Hre

Felly, a quiet Irishman, was their head cruiser and A, E, lLord #** wag for many yoars

manager of their logging operations. ##+ C, A, Smith was an extremely successful logger
in Mznmesota and very much intercsted in timber in Itascm cownty, Mo was developed by
the older Pillsbury interests., Logging in Munesota, however, was not large enough
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for him in later years so he went to California where he failed and later died. K.
Ce Akoley is an extremely weoll Imown meme throughout all of northern Mimnesota. "

In the winter of 19001 the Itasca Lumber Co, got out aboudt 40 millionm
feot of timber in Ttasea cowmty, employing about 600 men end 300 horses. This company,
wder the mnegement of John P, Sims, had extonded its logging road north from Deer
River but it was not as yet logging upon tho scale of labter years vhen it would pro=
duce 250 million feet of logs in a season,

"the Price Drothers were particularly well lmown loggers in this soction, #+#
Tn 1000 this firm employed about the same numbor of men as the Itasea company."

Thore were also in this period other important operators: Powers & Simpe

gon, Jemes Sherry, Bert Mumson, Jolm Praszer, Oy Je lollem, J, C; Gilmore, Patterson &

Johnson, Tokegama Tamber Company, J. He Duming, Bomness & Howe, Hurd & MeAvity, Mumber
& Dwyer, Dovan & Dewey, Howe & Stitt, Freemsn & Gray, }81ligen & MeGuire, Sem Simpsen,
Se D¢ Hamilten, ©, D, lowis, R Be Polly, Mike Gether, Johm Hedguist, M. lally, Je E.
Tefs, lowis Baldwin, Harry Osks, Frenk Green and Mike MeCarthy.
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Indisn

"Soveral days of last woek were vory wolcome ones o the Chippowsg @@,
They wese pay days emd #++ the Indlemns received some of the prineipal of thoir tribal
funds,

“Sinos the Indlans comsbtitute a considepsble proportion of the pepulation
s wo thought we would go and see how they were getbting along, Last Thursday the
paymont was made to sbout 100 at Bomas The officials of the Indian Dopartment were
on hand early and so were the Indiams. Some of them came in subomobiles, some with
horse and sleigh and quite a few just walked im, as Bena is & large cenber of Indlian
population.

"fhe payments now boing made are from tho principal of the Chippewa’s
funds. These are oalled per capita payments in contrast to the smuity payments which
are made oach fall, The amwity payments are the distributiom of the inberest on the
tribel investments that amownt to about $6,00 or §7.00 for eash Chippewn at this time.
(ascertein how much in 1040) The per capite paymints roduce the principel of the
Indian momies, These payments are voted emly by Comgress and, of course, if continued
long enough will entively eliminate the momey which the Indimme have at Washington

which is now about two millien dollars. (ascerbtain how much in 1940)

* 42 Dyoryone vho has an oxouse for being an Indian is one at the time
of the paymonts, Evoryome with Chippewa blood shares equally., The toothless chieftain,

75 yoars of age, who is nothing but pure Chippeowa, gets no more then a Chippewa who
may be but & thirbty-second part Imdisn snd that fact is Imown ¢o no ome except the
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disn Departmemt, The payments are made at several places throughout morthern Mmmee
gota but it is aleo inbereosting and strange ¢o note that it is necessary to have a
Chipperm payment at Mimnmeapolis. In Hemnepin cowmby there are about 800 Chippewas
vho come and claim their money, MNost of them do not bear much resemblance to the
Indiens on the reserwation,

“Those who expoct to see any excitement at the ¢ime of the Indian paye
munts will, of course, be disappointed., There is nome, Ve understand thet sometimes
af'ter tho paymonts have been made there are Indian dances and last Thursday the Cathoe
lic ladios' aid at Bona was serving a dimmer for 25 cents: Indism women were intereste
ing their friends in attending the dimmer just as their white sisters do in established
commmities,

"The mothod of payment is very simple., The Indians are already enrolled
and checks are already made out for them, A glip is given to each Indian ¢e sign emd
those who cemot write thoir nmes make a thuwib print om the slip given to thems Aske
ing the officials in charge how many could write their names, wo find thet two thirds
of the Indiens om this side of the resorwvation omm sign their neames wells, Pom around
Leech Laleo and in some other sections 90 per cemt of the Indiens sign their receipts
for, of course, a generatiom is coming om whioch has had a definite smount of education.

"Everyboedy pities the Indiem bubt there is ne need of bdeing tovo sorry for the
Chippewas this winter, In fact they are better off than & pgreat memy white people,
They live in the simplicity which marks the Indian reservation. Consequwutly when a
dellar or tw comes into the femily it goes quite a ways, An Indien family with six

children pgets a couple of hundred dollars at the €ime of the per capita paymentss
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That is n substantial amount of money these times. In addition, everyme has felt

go sorry for the Indisms dwring the past fow yoars that thoy hawve been exveptiondl ly
prepared to moet the rigors of wintor or povertys The Red Croas semt in tone and tons
of Nlowry In addition yard goods wore given the Indiam womom and there was plenty of
evidence of the use of this metorial last week, From the Govermment camwe a large
smount of army materials which the men are wearing and which the women have made over
for the ohildren,"

You will find the Indians exceedingly well dothed, You will find them,
for this ocomaion, at least, (the pay day) clesmed upy happy and quite presperous
lookinze Somw of the girls will bave silk stockings, A1l of the women smd children
have substentisl overshoos, Every Indian s+* well clothed smd appearing ¢o be well
fed, Thoy show much evidemce of a desirve to have better homes and o live well, Of

courgs there are exceptions, as amomg €ll people,
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Indien Theift & Honea'l;z

"It is genorally repubed that the Imdisne do not have a good sense of the
value of momey and that they waste their payreuts (above referred to)s The sbory has
been %old of the Indisn who sold his tiwmbers The loggers came slong end cut it dowm,
loaving the land clear of trees, They pald the Indien his money, He imwdiately started
out to buy a ton of rutabaga seed., His purpose was to seed down the whole guartere
soction to rutabagas. He said that he 1iked rutabagas and that the dder liked them,
end consequently he wae going o raise rutabagas for himself and for the whole outdoors.

"fost Indians are very thrifty, This comss sbout by nocessity bocause fow
of them have my monoys While some ef' the younger group of Indisms do mot have a very
good semse of the walue of a dollar, the older ones do have,

e lmow of no one vho has had & larger experience in deeling with Indiens
than Ernest Flomming of Benas Mre Flomning came to Gramd Rapids in 1882, on December
13th of that year, #*+ He first cooked in the woods and about I6 years sgo (about 1898)
he went into business at BDema, There he has a large, modern mercantile establishment,
(soe if still thore in 1940) Vhen asked his opinion of Indiam thnﬁ-. he stated that
the older generatiom of Indisms slways paid their obligations /duy could got the momey
with which to do i%s Care mast be talwn in dealing with Indians so that they are not
oextonded too much eredit for their ability to pay is limited., Dut evidently the credit
problem is no different on the reservation than it is in Grand Rapids or emy other
place, Nr, Flemming reports the Indimms as careful buyers end extremsly homorable in

their dealings, with, of course, the oxceptions found in smy race of humen beings,




Indien Thrift & Homesty - (continued)

March 8, 1933

"There are still some old Indiens up on the reservation, ' Indians begin
to look old however gquite young in life, #*+ One of the oldest Indiens goes by the
neme of Mrs, Chief Flatmouth. (see if she still lives) She is the widow of Chief
Flatmouth, the last chief to whose authority the federal government gave any recoge
nitions She lives near leech Lake, Also among the leech Lake Indians is found Cause
Co=Day who was born in 1843, (same guery) The birth dates of these Indians are fairly
accurate according to the Indian authorities, The rolls were begun in the year 1889
and, of course, the ages of a great many of the present Indians was then definitely
Inown. lNoreover the treaty of 1855 npntioned or recognized a large number of Indians
who were then very young and some of them are still alive (now?) Another Indian of
old age now at Onigum (check this man-<Onigum is in Cass Co.) iz O-gow=E=Shib who was
born in 1848,

"One of the oldest Indians in Itasca county, Bob Mosemo, lives at Inger.
(check on him) While the government does not recognize Indian chiefs the Indians still
do and Bob Mgsemo should really be called Chief Mosemo for he is recognized as the head
of a large Indien population. He was born in 1853 according to the records, and is
then 80 years of age (in 1033). One of the most distinpguished looking Indians of the
section and one of the best lmown is Wah-Booze whose English name would be John Rabbit,
He lives on leech Lake (check) and is an Indiem of oubsbanding personality. He was borz

in 1864, *¥%x,

"Grand Rapids should have a particular interest in the administration of

Indien effairs. The head of the Consolidated Indian Agency at Cass Lake and the man
in charge of the Indian affairs of this section is a native of this cormmmity. He is

Mark Burns, who was born en Pokegama Lake and whe was raised in Grand Rapids when the




Indian Thrift & Honmesty = (continued)

commmity was very young. His mother was & Chippewa and his father was Chris Bums,
well mowm to the older residents. The Burns home was across from the present site

of the paper mill, Mark Burms went to Fhiladelphia to school as a youth, He entered
the service of the federal Department of Agriculture in 1903 and in 1911 he went to
the Indian Department., He lmows the Indians because they are, in part, his om people.

He kmows the Indian leangusge, and, of course, is in the deepest sympathy with the best

solutions of the Indian problems."

(Check on present status of Indian funds, and whether payments still go

on in 1940, ete,)
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Indian Cures

leny people have wondered vhat the Indians did for themselves when they be-

came sicks

Tt is well known that the Indians of all tribes had methods of treating

sickness, This was true of the Chippewns, ell of whom had herbs and other preparn-
tions and mothods ‘whéen illness ceme., In fact, it is known that the Tndians of Mimmesotea,
Sioux snd Chippewm, used over 200 different kinds of medicinal plants, Among these are
the barks of warious trees, various plants and berries, many of which are now used in
the practice of modern medicines Theore were also mechanical methods of dealing with
illness,

"The Indian has a reputation for physieal strength, As a matter of fact,
as a race, the Chippewas are not a strong people, Disease has taken its tell of vie
talitys The Indieans are subject to several diseases, many of them very serious,

"Chief emong these is tubereulosis, This has afflicted the Indians for meny
generations, They had it before the white men ceme into this section, It has been
particularly dempgerous because of the wnsanitary methods under which the Indian fame
ilies have lived, One case would soon spread to the whole family, The Indiens of
this section have been afflicted with trachoms, the dread disease of the eyes, which
has brought considerable blindness. This is now under comtrol and whenever it is dise
covered doctors coms from mear and far to combat it. In the earlier daye smallpox
caused many deaths amemg the Indians. In addition the Chippewns had ebout all the

ailments that afflict the white man and in the early days they recovered or died withe




Indian Cures « (continued)

Yov, 25, 1932

out the help of the doctor.

"ihen em Indisn boceme sick the first thing he did was to build himself a
gtesm baths He made a small framework of bremches emd placed blankets over ite In
it ho placed hot stones, He cravled in and threw water upon the stones in a mmnmer
similar in goneral features to the Finn bath, The result was hot gtoam, After two
or three hours of suffocsting heat, the Indian came out, usually feeling much better.
This small steam bath was ealled the Vedodo. It was a good thing,

"shen the Indians of thig section became sick, the old women browght out the
herbs, They collected them from verious plamts and had them ready. With the use of
the herbs emd barks there was & large amount of superstition. Tach Indian believed
this or hor preparation to be the best, In cach wigwam or log house would be found
some favorite medicine, carefully wrapped and put aside for future use, I might
be a plent or it might be the bark of various treess There were medicines which were
taken internally and some that were prownd wp and laid upon the wound or the place of
pain, If an Indien was sick the wise men and old squaws would assemble and talk things
overs PEamch person believed that his cure was the only ome that should bo used under the
eircumstances, There was plenty of argument and discussion, Sometimes those who are
gued the best would win out,

"Mhore was a great deal of superstition about the causes of various kinds of

gickmess, Parslysis, for instance, was supposed to be caused by come one uho,l;md a

grudge against the afflicted persons For this these wers goveral queer cures,

"he Indisns had headaches, Perhaps you have seem Chippowas with some blue
scars at the side of the head, Those are eauged by their headache cure, A sharp
plece of flint was used to cut the skin and into the cut a kind of medicine was placed.

Then the wound healed the injection left a blue sear or mark. ¥What becom es of the
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headache is not kmomn.

®*The Chippewas suffered very greatly from smallpoxs They had 1little or ne
immmity from this disease, About 50 years age (about 1882) a great smallpox epie
demic spread through northern Mmescta, killing many men in the lwber camps and
affecting many Tndimss The Indians contracted the disease readily and usually in
their efforts to escape it would travel from place %o place, This exposure to the
cold was vory bad and mamy Chippewas died on the trails, The suffering emong the
Indians during the smallpox epidemics has been very great, Lack of proper care has
lod to many doaths end the Chippowas have a greater fear of smallpox than any other

disease which comes emong their people.

"The Indisns accepted many of his hardshipe in a philosophical mamner, Ho ene

dured illmess and disaster with fortitude,»»=

"me of the first responsibilities of the modern administration of Indien
affairs was to ostablish hospitels snd to encourage methods for the treatment of sick
Redmon, #+% The Indians are also encouraged to higher stendards of sanitation and
mothods of living which will discourage the spread of various diseases that have taken

such a great toll of human 1ife in past generatiomns,




Greand Rapids Herald Rgport - Sumer

August 20, 1940

August 3, 1932

Fe Le Vanice

"Prenk 1. Vance oame to Grand Rapids at about the %urn of the eentury.
For ewhile he conducted a store in this vicinity. Then ho wemt o Deer River where
he opened one of the first stores in that village, When Deer River beceme too
sottled for his pioneer desires he went way up on the Bigfork. There for meamy years
he was a leading character of a great section.

"ot all of the stories which F, L, Vance %told could be beliewed, though
he never told a story designed to hurt anyone or for his owmn personal adwnbage, He
probably had the title of being the best kmowm exaggerator in Itasea cowmtby, for such
a man oould nmot bo called a liar. His gtories were mede up to it the eredulity of
his listemers, Tho more they would believe, the better would be his stories,

"However, despite his proclivities for story telling, Prank Vance did
make & very important contribution to the industry of this section and his day., The
Fopple river and the lakes near to it were filled with wild rice. Mr, Vance bocame
a vild rico enthusiast, He knew that it was good to eat and he wished the world to
Imow its Consequently he was probably the first man in northern llinnescta to come
morcialize wild rice, e harvested it, treated it, evon made som® of it inbto flour,
and he introduced its use into many hotels in many a section, From his activities
FPs L, Vance beoamo lmown as the 'Wild Rice King'. He told stories of how muech rice
he would harvest and séll, Despite the fact that his stories might have ineluded
some important exaggerations, it is the truth that he did receive and ship a large
amount of wild rice, and he merited the title that was bestowed upom him,




Fo Ls Vance « (continued)
August 35, 1952

"Pprank Vence believed that the wild rice could be commercialized

guccessfully and in this respect he had more vision then mest people., Being of an

inventive turn of mind he created a method of harvesting the rice in o mechanical
way. A large revolving reel, similar to that upon & grain binder, Imocked the rice
from ite stalls into & flat boat, Then it was roasted in an arrangement somovhat
1ike thet used in roasting peanuts, and finally hulled in much the same mamner as
the vhite rice of the south, While Mr, Vence talked of his operations in scores
of tong of wild rice, the fact is that he did produce a great mamy humdreds of
pounds each yoar, and in somo seasons his production ran into a good many tons.
This was shipped to hotels and restaurants and My, Vance was in receipt of a large
number of lettors from famous cooks belling of the use of wild rice and the de=
mand for it among their patrons.

"In later yoars Mr, Vance told of his commmications with the Japanese
govornment in referemce to rice, To wvhat extent he ever dealt with that government
was not lmown., lNr, Vance believed that the Mimnesota wild rice would grow well in
Chine snd Japen under some of the conditions existing in those commtries, and that
if enough of 1t could be produced here mnd sent over seed there would be nmo more
starwtion in the far east. At loast his idea in this matter received some official
attention across the Paeific though from them nothing definite ever comes as far
as lmown,

In addition to harvesting wild rice and treating it for shipment, Mr,
Vance wmg ome of the early purchasers of rice from the Indiams. The machine for
harvesting wild rice 414 not prove successful during all seasons, lNoreover there
grow up o sentiment against the use of mmchines in harvesting wild riee which has
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mde thege machines now wnlawful by an act of the legislature, It was felt thab
the harvesting of wild rice was ma industyy which bolonged to the Indimms. So thus
it 1s that wild rice now is harvested by the Indisms, men, women and children, worke
ing in boats or cances and thon drying end cleaning the produst in camp or by the
wigwem, Vhen the wild rice is poor or tho prices are low, the Indiang foel a real
depressions For some years the price was quite high, a fact which added maberially
to the prosperity of the Chippewms,”

Probably Frenk Vance's most famous tall ymrn was the one about wounde
ing a moose om a bitter cold winber ovening., He said that in chasing the wounded
mimal he bocamo confused as to directlons and lost his way, Finally he overtook
the moose and killed 1%, Mnowing that he would surely freeze %o death if he
searched for the way back to camp, ko took out the moose's insides and crewled inte
the carcass himself, There hé kept warm and comfortable, though the moose frose
hard, Then a great pack of wolves came up snd began to feed om the carcass. This
wasn't so good, Undisturbed, they would soon et sway his armor, et points vhere
it wes not lined with ribs and other bomes, suyhow, So he began stabbing at every
wolf that came within reach, with his long, sharp husting lmife., Each one he
wounded was immediately set upon by the others and killed and esben, as 1s their
custom, Vhen deylight cmme, Mr, Vance sclomly avers, he emerged wmhurt and counted
the cleanepicked carcasses of mywhere from five 4o fifty wolwves, according to the

onthusiasn end apparent credulity of his listeners,

Thile this wolf story may be Vance's most famous one, the Grend Rapids

Herald-Review states that “Mre Vance adapted himself om all ocoasions to the
occazion,” but "He was friendly, a good neighbor and & very interesting charactér.
Ho looked sbout twenty-five yoars younger tham he sctually was,® He died about
1925,
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Some Bducators

"Itagca county has been particularly stiractive %o school men, to those
engaged in educational work, ##» Attracted (vhile on vacetion) %o the country and
ite posaibilitics thoy have later made homes here.

"Pokegame lake has been particularly abtractive, 1% wms about 1002
that George Be Aiton, stabte highsohool Ingpector, first camp %o THasca and hought
lands, M, Aiton spent his sumwers heve, clearing, developing and acquiring lamds,
Ho took o oen imterost in the agriculbture of the section, and was one of the first
of the neweomers to perceiwve and wderstand the agricultural posalbilities of
Ttases county. On his votirement from school work ho moved to Grand Raplds.

"laturelly, M¥r, Aiton's acbivitios interested friends and escquaintes
engaped in oducational work, /Among thoso was W, M, Wost, who died im Che winter
of 1950w3] i

"ihen Nr. Vest left active teaching wrk et the University of Mimew

sota (where he taught history) he devoteod himself to his writing and teo farming.
(Eis hisbory toxtebooks led the field), On the south shore of Black'e arm to
Pokegmmma he developed a vory fine farm, with large flelds and commodlous buildings.
Here he worked, physically and menbtally, until both his work and his health made
regidence at Mimmeapolis more desiresble,

"So much in love with Pokogama was i, Vest that he ordered that om
his death his ashes be thrown upon the surface of the lake.

"Is BEs MoIntyre bought lend on Pokegama and farmed and lived there for
gseveral yoars, Ho later reswmed school work and was thus engaged on the Facifie

coast for sevoral years before his death.
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"Another man who came early 4o Itasca coumby was VW, H, Hollands, He
purchased land in the Polkegema neighborhood, ##»# For several years ho served as
suporintondent of gchoole at Deor River,

On lowor Polegeme A, Ve Storm has (cheek if still theve?) large holde
ings of lands and beautiful swmer homes. Mr. Storm hag been interested in Ttasea
coumty for many years, ap a visitor and land owmer, For shout two decades ho has
been hoed of the Department of Agricvlturel Edueation at the University of Wimmesota.
He has been a leadineg figure in agricultural education throughout the Thited Stateg.+**

‘"The good lends of Ttasoa cowmty and the stirectivencss of Tokegmm
lake bwousht B, A, Grussendorf %o this section, He developed a good farm on the
lake, while continuing his work as an eduvcetor s+

"On Bowsbring, school mon have developed a resort which hes attracted
gducators from all parts of the Thited Ttabesg,s+%

"any distinguished persons visit Ttasea commty during the sumer.s+s
That fellow in the old khaki shirt may be o distinguished lawyer on his vacation.

This modest mam may bo & great dootor here for a few days fishing, Some of the

loading business men of the nation have been guosts in Ttasea cownty during the
fishing and mting seasons #+s"

fome vory eble and very fine people have teken part in Ttaseca's des
volorment.,
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BIRDS = mgmtion

The swmllows are the first birds to go south from Ytasea in the fall,
starting soon after midsumer, As the days grow colder, the other birds follow,
and ot the seme time there begine an influx inbo the section of several kinds of
birds from still farther north, satisfied with a Mimesola winter,

Among the interesting birds that live in Itasea region is the great
plleated woodpecker, as large as a orow, which is a &ky bird, and whose numbers
are on the decredase since the big woods have gomo and the small boys have come,
with their target rifles, Theore are mamy other kinds of woodpecker in the region,
but none other so large,

Another big bird of the section is the great blue heron, Several
colonies, or yooleries, are to be found in Ttescs, and thoy are noisy places. The
largost, containing hwmdreds of pairs, was near larcell, Bald eagles nest here,
also, A fact not genorally imown about this bird is that he does not got his
white hoad until three yoars of age, hence is often mistoken for a goldem eugle
vhen youngs The true golden eagle seldom gets quite this far morth, The large
fishehawk or osprey is here, and can oftem be seen soaring in circles over the
lakes, They can spot & twe or threoepomd fish from a height so great that the
human eye can barely sec them against the blue sy, and they ean keep thelr oye

on it while they do an wmerring stilka mmd secure their dimmer, toos

The snowy owl lives awiy north, coming down here %o stay during ouwr
winter, It is his Florida.

The evening grosbeak comps out of the far north to nest in northem
Mimmesota, There are at least 16 different kinds of birds that winter in the
Itasca area, among them the red crossbill, the white winged crossbill, the Bohemian




Birds-lfigration - (continued)
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waxwing, the goshawk, juneo and the northern shrile; and several kinds of ducks
winter on Lake Superior,

"Ttasca also has the Cammda jay. This fellow has meny alingese
vhiskey jack, lumberjack, eamp robber, moose bird, gray jay--and he iz exceede
ingly tew, impudent and familiar wmder all of them, Sit down to eat lwmech,
and there he is, talking noisgily and peeking at your food unabashed, Toss him a
fow crunbe and he talkos it as en invitation to take off his things end spend the
day. If your motions are slow end deliberate, a perfectly strange and presumably

wild Cenada Jay will come up and eat from your hand, on first sight, and without

sy formal introduction. They are happy little chaps, and friendly.

Ttasea has ravéns, also, but they usually stey hidden in the deep
woodsy They look, and squeawk, like & crow, but are several times as large, having
¢ body as large as the great loom, or a wild goose.

Dre T S, Roborts of the University of Mimmesota, in his books deale
ing with }Mimmesota birds, 1ists 527 gpecies that are foumd in Ttasea county. 36
of these stay stay there all the year rowmd, while 42 are transient, passing through
on thelr way north or south in migrationm., Sixteen kinds wisit Minnesota only im
the winter time,
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Transportation

The first transportation into the Grend Rapids section was by water,
The first logsing out of Mimneapolis was on the Rum river snd its tributaries. Then
operations moved northward to the upper Mississippi. There wore three great logging
districts in the carlier days of Mimmescta timber, one in the territory closely sure
romding the Tvin Cities, another on the upper Mississippi, and a third in the
Duluth area reachod by the trails and rivers from the head of the lakes,

Aitkin end Brainerd were the logging hoadquartors of the upper Mise
sissippl before Gramd Rapide had been osteblished and in its early deys. Before
the railroad camo therc were tw methods of gotbing into the Grend Rapids territorye-
by river and by tote road,

The earlier mothed of transportation by water was by flat beats, poled
upstrean, By the eyooked Pather of Vaters it was sbout 170 miles from Adtkin to
Grand Rapids, With a heavily laden boat, againgt the current, this was & hard trip,
especially whon the water was low, later ceme the steamboats, which made commmie
cation much easier,

The tote road ran in quite a straight line from Altkin across the big
swamp, entering the present Itasca county at Quadua (Quadnm) or i1l leke and thence
%o Grand Rapids along what later became part of the old Splithand yoed, This eould

be used only in winter, with swemp and streems frosem,
The first road north from Aitkin which could be used in suwmer followed

up the benk of the Mississippi., This highway was bullt between 1885 and 1890, I¢

was not used mmoh for through transportation, because the railroad came in soon after




Transportation - (continued)
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its completion, end for many years the river remained the favored moans of transe
portation during the summer.

from Grand RBeplds tralls and tote roads wore built vhem logring started.
One of the best lmown of these roads ren straight north up the Prairic river, and
on in a gemerelly northerly direction through, and out of , the county. Another ime
portmt trail ren eastward to Blackberry, Warba and Swen River, Blackberry was an
{mportant point on the river in the early days, Tmdreds of oxon were pastured
there during the swmer, and supplies were stored there, Another trail left the
Prairie river road near Prairis lake sud wandered off across what is now the mining
section, whoso mineral riches were then wmsuspected save whore the earliest oxe
ploring had besn begwn at the Diamond Mine, near Marble.

"Another important road brenched off from the Prairie river trail end
went towmrds Bigfork and the biz pine that was found om the Bigfork wiver, This
road was later continued on to what iz now Wirt, and beyond,

The man who oxtended this road beyond the Wirt cowntry had a clever
soher® in mind, His name was Colwell, and his plem was to got into this great wme
surveyod area for a winter, cut timber thet he 41d mot om and thus make a sbake
for himself, He eub out the trail, built his camps end started logging operations,
That wae in sbout 1332, That year the great smmllpox epidemic ceme into that area.

Tt oreated much exeitement, es many lives were lest, State health offiscers were

oslled in to exsmine inte the situation smong the csmps and settlers’ homes, Smalle

pox came to the Colwell camps, several of his men became sick, doctors and others
same in $o cave for theém, Thus was mede lmown the location of his cemps, his logging
operations came to light, and tho govermment confiscated tho whole works.
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" laying out a tote rond the whole plan was to follow the line of
least resictance, Hills wore always avoided. The old temils twist and twrm %o
avold obstructions emd hard pulling, The important thing was en casy haul even
though not the shortest possible route, so supplies could be brought in in larger
quantitiesn,

Theso carly roads carried immemse quentities of materials without which
logging operations could mot have been carried em, As high as tem or twolve foure
horse tesme of horses might start cut from Grand Rapids on one of these trails om a
winter morning, end a fourehorse témm could haul up to eight tons of freipght at a
trip, so servicosble wore these early tote roads, winding through the great virgin

forests of Minnesota pine,
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Benking

Ce By Alkenm kmows about tho early days of banmking in Itascas firom pore
gonal exporience. From 1894 to (ascortain date of his retiremsnt or death) he lived
in Orend Rapids amd was commected with its banking a1l of that time (wkil?)

"In 1801 F, P, Sheldon, long identified with the banking business of
the seetion, established the Tamborpen’s Dank, It was located in the building now
(in 1952) cccupied by the Cemorsl Impliment Company, where the wault is still %o be
soen, later the lumberman's Bank purchased the First State Benk from A. P, White and
in ebout 1902 the First Nationsl Bank of Grand Raplds was established in the building
in which 1% is now (in 1932) located.

"In its palmy days the village of la Prairis had two banks. J Ae
Bowmen rem one of them emd when La Prairie faded out this bank ceased its business.
In Aupust, 1892, W, Cs Gilbert and his associates established the Iron Exchange Bank

et La Prairis, This wes moved to Gremd Repids on January 1, 1898, My, Gilbert sold

his intorests to As P. Vhite, vho now resides (in 1932, dut in 192407) in California,
and after several years of mamagemont by Mr. White this institution was merged with
the Piret National.

"iirs Alken describes bamking in the varlier days as full of roal hard
work, Vhen he first becams mgsociated with the First National Bank all of the work
was done by ¥Wr, Sheldon and himself. Everything was dowe by hend, there were mo
adding wachines, The days were lomg.

"The business of thoe bank was largely the cashing of pay checks and time
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Banking, (continued)
Sept. 7, 1032

checks for the lumberjasks. Where the lwberjacks would quit their work they would
be given a check which was honmored by their employses st Mimmeapolis or elsewhere,
This chock wms presented at the bamk which cashed it; and, az in mmy ingtances, the
chock was poyeble at some fubure dete, tlore was a discount, which the lumborijack

absorbed, Alomg sbout the first of April the mém from the woods came in by the hme

dreds. Ag high as $10,000 a dey would bo paid out, and in those times the bank had
difficilty in kweping plemty of ready cush on hands Somebimes it was necossary to
wait for the noon train, which would bring in & supply of curremey and silver from
below., The lumberjack toock his momey, put it in his podket and them went out to
spend it,

"Lurberjacks were, as a rule, a very honest group of men with whom o
transact business. Mr, Alken reealls that leosses in the hendl ing of thely checks
were small and that the men from the woods were homest in their business reletionships.

"Financing of logzers was, of course, a larger task than could be
assured by the smaller banks of the section, Loggers wore financed from the eity
benks domn the river. The logzing business was a risky business to everyone who
touched it. The loggers, as a mle, wore homorsble men * ¢ ¢ but oubbting pine was
rigky work. Loggers would meke money for ome year, or for several years, then lose
it wder wmfavorable conditions in a bad season.+** Logging wes eomsideradle of a
gamble,

Banking has changed in Grand Rapids sinoe the 90's. logper and lumbere
Jack are gone, replaced by busincss man and farmer, at the benk wicket,
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¥leon M, Bolter came to Crand Rapids from Clogquet in 1901 end egtabe

1ished what later beceme the First State Bemk which was absorbed in about 1915 by the

First Natiomal.
f’!Ls the range commmities developed, banks sprang up in them, and in

these Grand Rapids played a most important part. Mr, Bolten was inbterested in the
establislment of banks at Dovey and Keewabtin, Grand Rapids men, particularly D. M.
Gunn, played an important part in the establishment of banks at Coleraine and Varble,
Nashwoul: was the oldest mining commmity on the western lMesabe range in Itasca countys
John T, Ring, of the First National Bamk in that village, has been associated with
the benking development of the commmity since the earliest days, *#* C, B, Alkon has
gorved with one ingtitution comtinuously for nearly four decades, (this written in

1952) #** and through four great business depressions,"”
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Cohasset « More About Tramsportation

Cohasset was the head of river transportation for the area above Grand

Rapide in logging dayse The boats from bolow could not got above the dams at Grand

Rapids end so steamboats carried traffic up the river with Cohasset as the shipping

point, There wsre many stearboats on the river and on Lake Tolegamm. They wore

used in towing lozs and for gemeral freight and pleasure purposes. Captain Vard

ran a stoanm boat of good size that made regular calis on Pokegama end up the river,

The old Wississippi was the arbery of transportation in the earlier %imes and Co-

hasgot was the head of navigation for traffiec above Grand Rapids just as Grand Rapids was

the hoad of navigation for the boats from below,
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Threshing

"The Pirst Shreéshing mechine in this section of Ttasea county was probe
gbly owmed by Elmor and Fred Miller of Splithind, The power was furnished by horges
end the throshing procoss was slow. However, the fields of grain vero smell, Tt
yms with congldorable difficulty that the threshing machine oould pot from one ferm
%o smother =%, When the Miller brothers threshed for 0, J, Wiles in the early days

they brought in their mashine over some trails in the woods morth of Fokegamae E.

L. Duck, who omed #hat is now the Jenking famm, had grain to thresh and he brought

in & machine by boat frem Cohasset,

"eny farmors from Iowa came inte Itason counby #9a% brought with them
good traiming and good industry %+ they have dewveloped new strains of corn which
have boen very successful ##%,

"The North Central Experimentel station preceded most of the farming
development in this section.s** It took a large mowmnt of agitation and effort to
establish tho Uxperimental Farm, It directed attention $o the geientific side of
agrieultural work and dealt spocifically with the problems of Itasoa county and
northeagtorn Mmmosota, The poople of the village of Grand Rapids saw that agricule
ture must some day supplemt timber operations end that this goetion would go through
the samp chamgos which were recorded in earlier times in Wisconsin and Wichigan.

"Hardly had the village of Grand Rapids been egtablished or the county
formed when the county fair was established #sa"

The fair in 1397 wes held on Ockober 6th, Tth and 8th, There were 460
oxhibits, There were especially large exhibits of grains, and local gardeners had
large displays of vegotables. The largest individual display was by W. D, Leeman




Threshing = (continued)
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who had a farm near La Prairie, Ieary Togm won some prises on produce from his farm
on Folegama lake, A Deer River farmer also exhibited, Ceorge e lremer brought in

a big pueplkin, There was no lack of emthusissm about farming prospects by the mane

agement of the coumby fair, even though the display might have boen small."
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Colobration & Parade

“Grend Rapids had quite a colebration last Thuraday (Septembor 20, 19852).
It was one in vhich many poople enjoyod themselves inm looking around and visiting with
their nolighboras, The progrum of the day was not elaborabe, but there wore mamy things
whick interesbed many people.

"the parade of the day had muohk of interest to both older and youmger
pooplas Tn the parade were the things of the preasnt, such as the highschool band,

the ropresentatives of the legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, There ware

'sowml modern automobiles amd gsome fire trucks, These things poople soe every daye.

Thoy do not see every day some unusual things which stirred the momories of many of
the older regidonmts &,

"Up towards the fromt of the parade was sn Indisn traveis . It repres
sonted the first mothod of transportetion up in this countrys The horse which waas
attached o the simple deviee used by the Indiams had also soen a great deal of the
dovelopment of Itasca Counbty. He was 0ld Logmn, a 52 year old horse belonging to
lirs, Joln Fraser of la Prairie, Ue had beon on the Frasor homesteed a groat many
yoars, living out the final years of his life as a pounsioner,

"The fourshorse team loaded with some of the oldetime lwberjacks also
pregented an interesting pictwre, Riding on the wagon were such mon as Willism
Hoolihan, Theodore Betts and Mike MeAlpine, dressed as these men dressed in the
earlier dayss !rs MeAlpine had on his lumberjack elothes which he puts on with the
approach of winter each year, but on thin occasion he wore an old-fashioned tam with
a tossel to it, This was the headgear of the lwberjacks half a cembury ago. (about
1882.)




Colebration & Parade » (contimwd)

fot, 5, 1952

"Another very interesting foature was an old-time barouche which was a
rvolic of the older days in faney transportation, In its day wo imagine that it was
the fanciest thing of its kind im this nedk of the woedss In it were soated four of
the clder residemts of the comwmity and leRoy Vheaton had dommed his plup hat for the
occasion e,

"on a truck was a small log cabin and tvwards the front set Mrs. Ben
Franks of Cohasset who was operating her spimming wheol, #+* Charles Smith had &
lively single horse and a low wagon loaded with farm products *+#* largely melons,
Another wagon, dvivem by Sandy Fraser of [a Prairie, carried a lmyrack and on it
were mon holding a seythe, a ¢radle and other old-fushioned implements of agriculture.

"A birchebark canve, which bore the date 1864 was carried on a wagon.
The old canoce would not be of any walue on the water today. In it sat Williem
Porrington who was dressed as mn old-time fur trader, Following were several men
of Grend Raplds on foot, They were well imown timber and river men, and they carried
some of the imploments of their business, They all looked the part, and, furthere
more, they wore all real lwiberjacks of the earlier day, These things showed to the
public how far the past has been put behind the present, **»,

"Right behind the band marched the Indisns, Dospite the faet that this
is an Indisn country, Indiens are alwmys interesting, A crowd of several humdred
gathered in the contral school grounds o see them damce, Theoy danced with more
than usual vigors The hat was passed, as is usual on such occasions, and the results
goemed to encourage the visitors. Joo Carbow of Inger was the loader of the group of
26 vho ceme dowm, [eo acted as master of coremonies at the demce, The orchestra was,
as usval, the big drum with four men beating it. The Chippewas demced their war
dancs and then they tried a wmaltz or twm, It is ensy to see that a walte is not a

nabural Chippewa dence, There were all kinds of people from the reservation. There
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19+t1e fellow about two years of age, three little girls all dregsed up,
three young ladies and several older iadies, Whether the older women wore the mothers
or grandmothors of the 1ittle ones we cemnct says The sen were all Gogped up with

feathers end cleighbells #*&,

"ome of the best looking of the yeumger men vho participated in the

dance was drogsod uwp in red,y On the back of his ghirt vove some wrde and wo assumed
that it wms this brave Indisn's name in Chippewa,  TLeoking more closely we decided

that tho insoription was decidedly mcdern, . IT wms, Y0 yeah, says youl'"
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The Headwatey Dems

Bogimming in the early 1880's, ome of the bigpest jobs being carriod
on in the Itasca section, mext to harvesting the pine snd building the railroads,
vas the oonstrustion of the headwter dams ab Isech, Wimnibigoshish end Volkegame
lakon, Sevoral himdred men were omployed, sammills were busy cutting timber, osem,

boats and horses were busy dringing in materisls sméd supplies,

"The povermment projected many schomes for development of a great system

of dams Tor the purpese of econtrolling the flow of water em the lower Mlississippi.
Pngineers looked at and made reports concerning the Mimmesota, the Wiseonsin, amd all
the other important rivers of the north, Prvjects for canals wore considered to
commect the Rod River and the Mnmesota. ZSven up here, in the oarly days, a canal
was vanted to commect Winnibigoshish emd Leech lakes, Vhen it was found that locks
were necossary this scheme was abandomed, All through the north the engineers
worked, making plans and surveys, The war department and its large engincering
foreo wore veory busy projecting great schemes for the contrel of waters,

"Before the dams up here were built some were constructoed dom river,
ne of the first dems was at Pine River, which controlled the water level on several
lakes of that section., The Sandy leke and CGull Lake damg came considerably later,
The Tsech Talke and Wimmibizoshish dems were the first built in this immediste vieinity.
Thoy wore started in 1882-3, The Polegum dam was built in 1884,

"Megse dems wore first built of timber, Sewmills were placed on each
jobs The dimbers used were largely 12 x 12, all of fine white pine, Iarge quantie

ties of dimemsion materials of somewhat smaller sizes were also used, The problem
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of trangportation of materials and supplics into this new comtry was vory difficult.
Theore wore no roads in swummer and consoguontially tho meterials euch as the hardware
and tools omd supplies for the men were brought by sleighs with horses or oxom from
Brainerd north to the south ond of leech lake, Here they were faken across the ioce
in winter or by boat in summer to the site of the dam. The Wimmibigoshish dem was
gupplied from the same baso, Haterials for tho Pokegemn dem alse were brought dowm
river from Ieech, though souwe were brought up river by boat fran Aitkin and the mae
torials wore hmmled over a very poor road from Grand Rapids bo the dam site.

"A11 kinds of people wore employed on these dms, The emginoer in

charge of the Wimaibigoshisheleech projects was Capbain Wanszer, and he was assisted

by his brother, They brought oubo the jobs some Very alciliful shipwrights and care
pentors, largely Scotchmen and Canadians, men who had had 4 very large oxperience in
the handling amd timbers. Of the erew of sbout 150 at Wimnibigosghish ebout half
wore Indiens, an interesting group, Men from the woods were also employsd when the
lumbey camps broke up. But the luberjacks would aot work with plek, ghovel or
whoelborrow. Somsone olse had to do that kind of work. A dootor wes also on the
job, going from cump te camp, Hig servicos wore especially needed in the winter

of 1823 when the great saallpox epidemic visited this section with such a great
loss of life,

e wooden dams did mot last very long, only aboub 15 years, The lLesch
1ake dam would net hold the heavy head of wator against it end started to go out.
Tamibigoshish was alse inadequete, To water was hold et the dam at Pokogema {vom
1807 4o 1901, In 1808 tho dans at Wimnibigoshish and Tedoh wore built as they arve
geon today, of steel and comerebs, and in 1902 the Telegama dam was reconsbtructed.

The tasl of rebuilding the dams was not as large as the first construction, Rail=
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roads wore comparatively close, ##+ The management of the deams reste with the Ve

Nopartment and the army engineers at St. Peul,"”




Grand Repids Horald-Roview ~ Sumer
Aug, 21, 1940

Octe 10, 1932

Duck Mmbings

A pood mixed daz of ducks at Oremd Rapids would combain the following
varioties; Imilards, canvesbacks, redhoads, two kinds of Dluebills, ringnecks,
goldaneyes, both blus onfllgt:'eeu wing toals, widgeons or baldpates, sadwells, were
gangsers or shelldra¥es, speanbllls, and white wing scoot 0f those, ths mallard,
ringeck or local blue bI1l and teal are raised In the sectiom,

"o got to the drdk-hebing srounds om Wimibigoshich, Bowstring or the
Blgfore T € : . Pifty yoars ago 1t was a big journaye
Mr. T, D, Powers descrides the process of husting them im a very interestiag way.

Trme or two mon 414 not go out o humbt duekes Ususlly there were never

tens then five and sometimes several more men, The smmmibtion, food and all of the

s1ies were gathered together and put omto a shesmboat abowe Tolmgema deme

L -

other sup
This boak mickt have been the Forth Ster or the Little Fagle. The parby ond the
suprlies them procecded up river to the heed of Ball Clwb Jakey On some cccaslone
they could go as far by boat as Wimibigoshish, Semetimes they huntod on Vinnie
bigoshish or et Cut Poot bub more oftem & real humbing trip tock them to Bowstring,
Sand Teke and the Bigfork, At Timmibigoshish dem they put the supplies into boste
and went svound Wimmibiposhish imbo Cut Foob, Bither ot Wimmibigoshish or at Cub
Foot they would purchase birch bark cances from the Indians a% 85 or {0 aplece.

Thoy would thom land their materisls om the north shore of Cub Foot and portage them
aoress to Inger, o distance of four miles, which was the neavest point om the morth
meters. The men would meke two rowmd trips a4 dey in portaging., Twe men would carry

a boat of ono man & canoes They usually got help from the Indians and the squaws




Duck Tunting « (cowtinued)

Ocks 19, 1052

wore sot at work. An Indian woman would adjust her head strap, load herself up with
a case of shells smd sll of the rest of the things that ghe could pessibly carry and
take thom through the woods to Ingere From Inger they hwmted by boat and canoe in
Bowstring, in Send and Rice lekes and dowm the Bigfork at other famous places.

T4 would sometimes take about three weoks for such a duckhunting trip.

Usually sbowt that much time was required for such a journey. The shorter trips %o
Timnibigoshish would require several days.
"After the railroad was built the process consisted of taking the
supplies to Bema emd then bsking wagons %o Wimibigoshish dem or further up countrys**
"Dueles wore teken out of the Bowstring section by the wagon load, and
even the Tndians, who ordinarily do mot Xkill beyend their immodiate requirements,
would shoot ducks for the maxket, #+* Despite the fact that there wms but a small
amount, comparatively speaking, of duck shooting DO years ago, the mallards wore
just as wige as they are today, #+#
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Pottory « Indians

Any pottery pieked up in the Crand Rapids vicinity are repregentative
of & poople, whe were there at least 300 years agos Pottery found there was lof't
by the Sioux or Dekota Indiems, Tho Chippewm camp there about 300 years ago, from

the east, snd, having firearnms, drove the Sioux, who had eonly bows and arrows, out

of the comtry. The Ojibways (Chippewas) made no pettery. Anything of that nature
found on Polkegama or Wimmibigoshish was left thore by either the Dakotes or by
poople who were there oven earlier, perhaps by the Iidatsas, also Imom as the
Mniterd end as the Gros Vontre of the River, or by the Mandans, who also made
pottery.

In Itasca coumty there are several Indisn mounds, the largest one near
Ingor, but so far as thoy have been explored nome were over used for anything other
than burial placos,

The pettery made by the early residents of the section was hard and
woll made, Vessel walls were soldom over a quarter of an inch thick, On many
pleces desizns ave to be found, Considerable amount of ghards may be found in the
sand on shores of Lake Wimmibigoshish end Cut Foot Lake, The faot that the pieces
of pottery are usually found vhere the Chippewans live doosn't mpam that the Chippowas
mde them, It only moans that the same localities which the Chippewa liles as a

place to live had appealed earlier %o thoSioux and their predecessors also,
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ke lieAlpine

Wike MeAlpine came to Grend Rapids in 1874, es & lwberjack, to work
in a logging camp on Pokegama leke, He wms accompanied by his brothers Tom and
James and by emother men, Frank Hasty., They walked in from Altkin, the nearest
point on the railread at the time, The Northern Pacific had been built oast and
west from Duluth through Altkin end those coming in took the railroad %o Aitkin
- @nd oo to Orand Rapids by the river, or welked, These four men walked, croassing
near Quadna lake, a route along which were several stopping places for meals and
shelter.,

Then Mr, MeAlpine first saw Pokegama the magnificent body of water was
entirely surrownded with a wonderful stand of white and Norway pine, from which
hardly a tree had ever been cut., Back from the shoreline as far as he ocould see
was covered with the largest pine trees, F. Pe Clark was ome of the ploncer lurbere
mon of the section, and for him lMeAlpine went to work.

"Grand Rapids in 1874 could not be called a community,” says the Herald-
Review, "There was one store in town, *#¢ It was owmed by Jo CGpuld, The building
was built largely out of birch bBark, In it wore found supplies of staple .goods
which are sold largely to Indians and to lumberjacks. There were no people north

of Grand Rapids from whom to draw trade and Jo Could's business ceme largely from

the west and southe
"lou Seavey had the first hotel in Grand Rapids. Seavey's place, how

ever, vas not called a hotel in those times, 1% was & stopping place or a ranchs -
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He had just buils the place in 1874 and lhad two or three men working for him,

e gite of the village of Orand Rapids, including the leoation of
the prosemt medn street, was for many yoers tall stending tiwber, Tho enly cleare
inge wore along the river, and as business estadlislhmuts were started they eluse

tered alomg the rapids,

ke MeAlpine worked in the woods of this section for sboul sevem

years, He wmg thrifty end saved his money and #3+ came %o Gremd Rapids and purs
chased the Low Seavey stopping plase, In the eerly 80%s logging operetions be=
oeme very extensive, Nr, MoAlpine not only rem the stepping place but he build
five log warchougos and his business was to supply the loggers with all their neods,
The Polopern dem was also being built af about this #ime and he Gook the contrect to
haul the meterials that were brought up river, from the repids %o the site of the
demy  Most of the hanling in those days was done by omem, In feet there were no
horses In the comtry in the carlicst times and during the years that he worled in
the woods Mr, MoAlpine spent soms of his rumer locking afber the oxem which were
grouped together im quite large herds where there wore meadows end pleuty of grass.

"ifter being in business in Grand Repids for throe years, Nr, TodAlpine
dispooed of his contract to haul materials and his other dusiness interests and
wont o Iimoapolis, #*+ Vhon he returned to Srend Rapids in 1890 he found & great
chanpe in conditionse Several business institutions had sprumg up and there were
prospects of a real village. The village had been laid out and somo buildings were
being constructed, The commmity was looking forward %o the creation of a counmty,
the establishment of a county seat and to the coming of the railroad, #+#

"he wery early residents of this seotion did not have in mind the
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ereation of very much of a village. Orend Rapids grew up from the time of the

Seavoy sbopping place and the Jo Gould store because it was the head of navigation

on the upper Mississippis For many years the only way To reach this sootion, oxe

copt on foot, wns by the stomsboats vhich came up from Altkin. This made the sive
of the village a natural stopping and trading place., It was upon this natural face

tor that Grand Rapids secured its early start,
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Pucks - Mallaxd Flights

“ons of the intercating combwasts between humbing now smd 40 yoars agoe
is in the mmbor of sportsmen, He D, Powers tolls that on humbing trips em Winnie
bigoshish their party might be the only ones looking for ducks. ##* (noe in a while
they would hear #++ an Indimn's sholgm. They could always 4ol »** because they
(Indiena) used biack pomder and their guns made a deep reverbermting yoport quite
in contrast with the sharper discharge of the smokeless powder which was just then
coming into use, w**

"4 iz o rare treat to be on Squaw lake just abt ewvening. Afvor the
day's shooting is over git im your boat or on shore smd watch the mllerds come ine
Thoy coms by the thoussnds frem ell directionse Thoy come without fear, they plumk
down within ten feet of a boat and begin fooding and guacking. It is particulariy
inberesting to ses these birds come in on & moonlight night. It seoms that the
wholo hoaven is covered with mallards. Thoy come by ones and twos or by flocks
of hundreds, Those who do mot bolieove that there are still ducics should see Squaw
or Rice lanlss at ovening time,

"AfGor witnessing these enormous quantities of birds which come in %o
these lakos, the hwmber Lmmwdiately begins to scheme out & way to shoot Thom, but the
mllards are wiser then men, At the vory crack of dawm they move, Thoy all move
at onco, rising from the waber with & uoise which resembles that of m freight train,
Where they go is a mystery, ##+ Doubtloss most of them go onbo the big lakes where
thoy ave secure from hwmters during the day time, *+»

"Duck humting is hard, wet work, dbut the thrill of the eport offgets all
the hardships, *»* Itagoa cowmty is & counby of duck hunters and boasis of some of the
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best shots in the states There a1ro some real huators in Itasca s+ gnd some real

hunting *e,"
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looge « Desr

"sas A map issued soom efter tho Civil Vier showed that the north limits
of the doer wore et Mlle lsc, They lived in the more open cowbyy and left the woods
ard homvy tinber for the moese, which wore wery plentiful, As eivilimation came in
the deor followed, There were a fow of them here in the late poventies and early
eighties, Ton yosrs later there were a rood wumbers Today they are comparatively
plentifyl s+, Tn the earlier deys there was no bag limit on deer, Wmiers killed
as many as they wished, While the moese ig vory different in its habite from the
deor, many of them were Iilled.

"There are many sbories shout the use of deer and moose meat in the
lumber ssmpe of the earlier days, #+¢ Bafore the days of roads snd eivilisation
those who pushed their way into the primevel frontier depended om the cowmtry for
some of thelr food, Iator, humting became a profession with mamy men, end lwber
cenps dopended te quite an extent upon deer and moose for their tables. Some lwber
compenice used no wild meat, Others had men in their employ who hunted deer and
mooso, The ordinavy process was to buy the meet from those who killed i%t. Ceorge

geott, who ceme to Ttasen snd ite lwber cumpe in 1890, tells ue that the price

wag fivo conts a pound, dressed, This wea for either deer or moose, *¢% lir, Arse

cott tolls of one mem vho ghot soven (meoss) without moving from his trecks, AL

one of the cmpe where he worked there appeared on a winter day a half-breed with
oloven moose piled omto his sleigh. None of these enimals was bought »ecause there

wmg plenty of beef in campe On the whole moome is better meat than deer; but the
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First cabin - first garden - first hotel - first school - first Sunday School -
first church building - first warehouse - first store - first sawmill
first grist mill, etc.

In considering these "firsts", perhaps it is best to go into a summary of Grand
Rapids "ancient history". In Minnesote territérial days there was an Itasca
County in northern lMinnesota that extendedfrom Mille Lac Lake on the south to
the Canadian border and from Lske Itasca on the west to the Wisconsin line,
this latter line being a bdt vague in spots &t the time.

Later this area was divided up and what is now Itasca County was a part of
Crow Wing county with county seat at Brainerd. Still later a further change
in set-up finds peesent Itasca county a part of Aitkin County with Aitkin as
county seat. Now logging was started during those incarnations, county seats
Brainerd and Aitkin. Practically all traffic and freighting with the region
was by river. There was & land trail or road approximately where the "old"
Hill City road runs up here from Aitkin.

There was a railroad pushing westward from Duluth. The early terminal of +—
this road was LaPrairie asbout four miles east of G.R. This road was, for the
most part, 2 logging road with budding mining ambitions.

I'he wholesale sowrce of this railroad and its territory was, naturally, Duluth.
Wholesale point for Brainerd and Aitkin was lpls. and these towns were the
county seats of the &area now Itasca county.

There was and still is in Aitkin a comuercial concern, Potter and Co. In 1872
they established & branch up the river from Aitkin to serve the needs of the
limbermen in this northern part of the then Aitkin county. As neat as I

can learn, the Co. in the concern was Aitkin and Brainerd business men

with money invested. This might be checked through the present Potter and Co.
in Aitkin. It is a continmation of the older concern.

In 1887 1t secems that the territory now forming Itasca and Koochiching
counties was separated from Aitkin and named a new county, Itasca. The

Potter and Co. outfit had operated for fifteen years by this time. Their
buildings were located on the south bank of the river on the east edge of what
is now the village of G.R. One of their old buildings still stands there.
Kow the reason that the store was located here was that it was the head

of continuous navigation going up from Aitkin, This due to the river rapids
from which the village gets its name. Can't determine here when the name

was first applied to the region. Will try to get 2 passgble photograph of
the old Potter and Co. building. It is nogw wused as a residence.

When The area was first divéded frém Aitkin cougty, the county officers

were 8till those of Aitkin county and offices were at Aitkin. A peculiar
arrangement. Lley be a story back of why the areg was divided from Aitkin
county and no offical set-up established. Can'g get any dope on it here.
Either don't know or "won't talk". Suggests possibility of an arrangement

to avoid responsibility of early timber "appropriation" although this may

not be the answer. Aitkin or Brainerd might be a source, but there are

things that it is"politer" to consider unimportant.

lhere are some rumers unsupported by anything dependable that there was

at one time a fur trading post hereabout, but site cannot be confirmed

here. All this on first cabine.

This early situation indicates a comuercial conflict between two different
groups of lumbermen and between Duluth and Mpls. interests. These little
differences centered about the two locations, La Prairie end G.R. When

it came to getting a semporary county seat designated by the State
government, four years after the county was divided off by the way, it

seems that the G.R. group with Aitkin and Brainerd assistance had the most
influence, La Prairie was about twice the size, some say more than that,

of G.R. at the time.
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had camp gardens, raising vegetables and other vegetables for camp use. The

Potter and Co. store and stopping place had a large garden just east of the

C gtore.

First hotel,- was the stopping place at the early Potter and Co. location
that lay just cast of the present site of G.R. on the south side of the
river. Built 1872.
First school,- was a log structure located north across the railroad tracks from
present Pokegama Hotel. It was one room. The first teacher was a Miss Maddy
who later became Mrs. Potter, marrying Potter of Potter and Co. Her sister Miss
Margaret Maddy took over the tecaching job. The segond Miss Maddy taught 45
years and was teacher when G.R. befame & county seat and an incorporated villag
in 1891 and 1892
flrst Sunday Scnool -~ was at the Presbyterian church. This was the first church
Dulldlnb, ETLSDytcrlun, built ic 1891l. beginning time of holding sunday school
ard $o pin down. Living persons who were here at the time differ from 1891 %o
1892, These ar¢ women. Men here at that time do not remember anything about
any sunday school. To have admitted the existence of sugh a thing as a sunday
school would have been considered & weakening of their manly fiber in "them"x

@rdays.
“first warchouse,- was one at the Potter and Co. location. Another was built acrass

the river but that was several years after the Potter and Co. building was

put up. The first Potter and Co. buildings were put up in 1891.

first store,- Potter and Co.

first sawmill,- e®rly sawmill for this neighborhood was at LaPrairie.

can find no "grist mill" claims.

Irails,- most of earliest traffic was by river. Trails or tote roads were used

from Aitkin t0 G.R., &t first onlybin winter. Later inprovements permitted

use in summer . Thdés roade or trail followed approximstely,what is know as

the old Hill City Road between G.R. and Aitkin.

another trail from Grand Rapids was the old Vermilion taril coming into G.R.

along the LaPrairie river valley. This trail extended in a northeastern direetion
to Tower, lMinn.

Other tote roads were built to various logging camps, mostly impassible except during
the winter freeze up. There are many of this type of road in use in the county nowe.
Some roads and trails were opened by mineral prospectérs. These were more nearly year
round routes. Ongsuch trail ran north to what is now thw Togo disriet with & branch
to the left or westward past the Napoleon and Blind Pete Lake districg.

Ox teams,~- There were many ox teams used in the woods in the earlier days. Will
progpect fro "ox team" stories.

The first steamboat plying the river north from Aitkin and Brainerd to G.R. was the
George laughton. The largest steamer on the Missipsippi avove St.Paul was the Andy
Gibson that traveled this same streteh of river. The Andy Gibson was built in 1882
and the George Haughton three or four years earlier. The Fawn replaced the George
Haughton in the latter eighties.

The first railroad into G.R. was the Duluth and Winnépeg coming in from Duluth and
reaching G.R. in 1888. This was later commected up with the Great Northern fpom

the west and is sew part of the latter line now.

GeRe trade areca,- extends 25 to 30 miles to the north, about ten west where it
meets the Deer River area and about twenty to twenty five miles south toward HillCity
and Aitkin and only about four or five miles east. Coleraine,seat of the home
offices of the Oliver Mining Company, is on Sevem miles from GeR. 00 the N.E.

To the south east G.R. draws trade for about' ten miles. This is the area from which
G.R. gets about all the trade. Naturally, they draw some trade from farthet points
being the county seat.
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Supplementary Research on Grand Rapids.

f History and Biography of Northern Minnesota,"

a ] eside f Mors 171€ 8, was born in
2. ‘ Ve Maine, on
of considersble importance. His grandfather came from England, and nis
ndmother from Scotland. ney wea 2T i and mad heir home in the east.

Michael H. Lydick, the fathe: f Charles ] wa igaged in business as a
butcher in early life, but became & farmer in his later life.

Charles H. Lyd&ck was ti t meuber of a famil f 'six living children,

i and educated in lew Lngland, and when he was about nineteen years old

L way to Minnesota. n the fall of 1879 he eng in lumbering at Ait-

1, Minnesota, covering Aitkin and Itasca counties in his operations. He was
in Aitkin before streets were laid out, or the town surveyed, and was also at
had taken shape. For some ten years or more Mr.

was in at part of the state of Minnesota engaged in lumbering, and at

game time han ng extensive logging contracts, most of. the time being in

artnership with his brother 0. A4+ Lydick. During the winter of 1891 they op-
erated one of the large logging concerns of that part of the county. 4t the
ne time he had under his manasgement and ownership an extensive livery barn in

Grand Rapilds.

Mr. Lydick was married, in Harri 2s0ta, in 1895, to Miss Lillian

r
B o o] 4 4 Mra TvA ink S et e o P T3y - o R A -
FrangKline WMrse LYyAlCK 18 & native of 1 rris, MiX u_.ﬂ)f.a, and ner parents, who

were born in Sweden, were brought to this country when children. She is a
niece of the bishop who is at the head of the Swedish churches in this country.
To this union were born twe children, Gladis and Glen, both of whom first saw

the light at

market in Itasca county was opened
Prairi and he also owned a steamboat which ran fr«
Club Lak | rried supplies for the Great Northern
structed through Grand Hapids nd for some two seasons

tive operations. He has also sold jewelry in lumber ¢

very comfortable
in Itasca county,

1ty—-8eat fight which

an a veterina
he bought potatoes,
e was much interested in horses. FKe

in that county

Ye He was very active
abec County. At the time this biography
horses. According to this biography, he

to take place in Itasca county.)
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Supplementary Research ou Grand

Any of Jo. Gould's or Loren ("Lo"

ey

O*Malley "Lo's" daughter?

Jo. Gould's & Loren Seave

"Lo's" damghter
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and county officers, fire and police equip-

and sheriff equipment (radio, blooanounds,

record?

ialss
Arscott
Prusteesy H. J. Snyder, John Inman, Alvah Seever,
Recorder: Carl J. Eiler
! Fugh 1

e L‘it.‘d(;".,
dlw Jilu‘;.‘l't,

County
Auditor;

] Jerome H. Meyers
Clerk of Courts hn E. McMahon
John W. Gardne: re of Probat

Sher]

County
e
#9, Coleraine,
if4, Grand Rapi
#5, Nashwe
1ipment, either one or two-way, the sheriff
Rapids has Dbeen exceptionally free
5o s of major ecrimes held in Grand Rapids,
but none of the crimes have been committed in or in the immediate vicinity of

Grand Rapi«

I enclose a map of County showing

missioners District: 1 colored pencil.,
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The Indlan Mounds referred to in Minnesota works on anthropology of
the State are those at Pokegama Lake in Pine County. This is true also of
the indian battles and massacres - those bits of unpleasantness took
place at the "other Pokegama".

There are no known mounds at Itasca County Pokegama, though there
are several burying grounds and scattered relics have been found such as
stone hammers, arrow heads, some in indian graves acecidentally or in-
tentionally dug into. There have been 2 lot of arrow heads found on the
two islands of this Pokegamz lake, Drumbeater islsand and Wendigo Island.
Nearest mounds to this place are those at Cut-Foot-Souix. The indications
are that the Chippewas weee the only indians that accupied this are:
in any settlements and I understand that iff was the Soulx that built the
burial mounds. This can be checked at U.
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(8)

Tourist attractions,~ 3Scenic beauty, this item mentioned and covered in previpus
paragraph. Fish and Game life,- local committee suggests referring you to University
and State fish and Game Dept. at St. Paul.

Camp sites. Grand Rapids has a "Tourist park" adjoining the county fair grounds on

the north side of the village. It has good accommodations and good roaaqko and in it.
Highways and means of getting to Grand Rapids,~ Any State highway map Wi%i give tn}s
better than I could. There is no river traffic, that is regularly scheduled. Any that
there is will be along recreational lines.

Hotels.~- Two that may be classed at 1lst class and three other. This does not include
boarding houses, but only those catering to transients. Village also has eight restaurantsg
and nine taverns or "beer joints" and liquor stores. Two road houses on outskirts

of village.

Flora - Fauna.- U. of Minn. would be best source for this.

any good stories or &necdotes of vacation land, hunting, etc. - See this is mentioned
in several places in this 1ist. Will submit a 1list of these after they have been
checked and 0.K.ed by secretary of G.of ¢. and segretary of History Committee.

(9)

Indian occupancy.
l. The tribes - variants of names as Chippewa (ojibway), "Dakotah" (Siouz,etc.), their hom

grounds, habits etc.
So far as Grand Rapids is concerned there is no evidence that the immediate locality
was ever used as home grounds of any tribe altho it was within the hiinting grounds
of bo¥h Souix and Chippewz, Judging from the types of arrowheads found in t he
locality. Chippew2 and 0jibway were the same thing as were "Dakotah" and Souix.
I know more of the latter and believe I can safely say that the "Dakotah were
really one tribe of the Souix, distinguished, for example from the Mandan Souix.
2. Missions, agencies, villages and forts, battles and massacres. ;

The published anthropologies of Minnésota record villages, gardens, battles,
massacres, mounds, and scholssfor indians at Pokegama lake. These refer to the
other Pokegama lake in Pine Colnty, Minn.

(10)

l. The explorers - Duluth, or any early ones who penetrated to site of Grand Rapids
or near it - Groseilliers and fadisson, Hennepin, LeSueur - Carver - Morrison -
Long - Keating = Beltrami - (any record there of any of the early boys?)

2. Missionaries and fur traders.

There are no local records of anything bearing on either 1 or 2.. Explorers presumably
passed by here in traveling up and down the Mississippi but there is no evidence of
camps, trading posts or missions on this site.




sup. Hesearch on Grand Rapids.
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question;~c What is the Blandin “aper Company? What connection ngg, if

any,

with Itasca Paper Company?

The second part first. The Itasca Paper Comp and the Blandin Paper Company

~amt the same concern.

',f 'he Itasca Paper Company was founded in 190l1l. It was an incorporated concern,
fa ganized with local participationto use local supply of pulpwood, and also
. boost to the town.: It operated with varying success until 1916 when
157 coutro; was purehased by the 5t. Paul Dispatch and Pioneer-Press. The chief
gowner or stockholder of those papers was C. K. Blandin. In 1927 Blandin

‘C}’} ; soli nis interest in the newspapers but retained the pa permill. He has

operated the mill since that time. In 1929 the neme of the concern was changed
!é?’7/cf from Itasca Paper Company to Blandin Paper Company .

~ad e

They papermill employs from 220,%t0 250 people., averaging

The chief outlet for their print paper outpit is Twin City and Des lMoines pap

ndin makes his home in Mpls. Office here does not like to hand out any
rmé&tion without his approval. Might be well to contact hin there s in case
information of changes is wanted.
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Capt. John Smith's age is partl; legendary., Various ages have been given from
diffcrent sources. Probably the University department of Anthropology would
be able to give you as dependable a report as is possible to get. Some of
his adopted relatives exploited him to some extent in his late years.
I have ever been able to
is

e made his home,during h

So far
learn, he has no livihg relatives, blood relatives,
8ast years, at Cass Lake.

(19) The Indian art of birch biting
learn of anp indians in this region that practice the art. According
report, it is a custom that was practiced only by the Chippewas. BuZSest
the University on thing like this, as local sources experince with indians
is local and only the Chippewas.

seems to be & thing of th pasts I cannot

to loesl
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n Grand Rapids.

\/”’// Is T« R. Foley alive today? Where living? - Yes, alive. Lives in Hibbing Minn,

Ge Ge Hartley, dead.

Newton lMeFadden, dead.

Frank Thompson, dead.

Warrend Leland, dead. (Th ;ell me the only connection the Lelands had with
Henry Leland, dead. G« Re was as speculators. They lived elsewhere.)
Bam Leland, dead.

Judge Sleeper, dead. (Something on him may be in state records.)

Ce Fo Kindred, dead.

E. D. Powers, alive, lives in Grand Rapids.

Captain Houghton, dead.

Sam Simpson, dead

\ny Delaittres, They are in Minnespolis.

(21)

Hoolihan is still alive. He lives at 835--2nd. Ave. Way, Gs Re

(22)
Ds Mo Gunn is no longer alive. His connection with Grand Rapids and its history
is considersble. He built the Pokegama Hotel, and rebuilt it after it burned down.
I‘*is 8till the leading hotel in the town. He has been dead for about eignt years,
but lived here from the incorporation of G. R. 28 a village until his death. Xe
was at times county commissioner, member school board, member Poor and Hospital
Commission (welfare board), and always active in eivie and county affsirs.

No, J« S. Gale is not alive.
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