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itasea &og;#i’yistory - Indisns, (From Gut Foot Sioux Ranger Station)
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ORIGINAL igﬁlAN NAMES FOR THE LAKES AND RIVERS IN THE DISTRICT.

b

Sah-gah-e-gun

Little Cut Foot Oh-ne-gum=-e (Portage)
First River Ob=-ne-gum-& (Portage)
First River Lake Mah-no-min (Rice Lake

Sah-sah-bay-gum=-ah

(Lake of many bays)

Kee-aid-day-bwan
Cut Foot Sioux (Cut Foot Sioux)

Winnebegoshigh = = = = = = = =« = We-ne-be-go-sish
(Muddy Waters)

lMcVeedy Bay Mah-we-nah~-de-we~ning
(Battle Charge Place)

Little Winnie We-ne-be-goosh-ish-se-sing
(Little Muddy Waters)

Ball Club Lake Bah-gah-ah-do-wan-ing (La Crosse)

Little Ball Club Bah-gah-ah~do=wan-a-sing
(Little La Cmosse)
Sah-ah-cha-bah-ning
(Bow String)
Wab=bah-dah-we-gong

(Sandy )

Gah-me-nis-e-wong
(Island Lake)
Ne-ge-dah-wah-o-non-ing
(Dividing)

North end Dora Lake Kah-gah-ca-be-ca-ing
(Cliff Lake)

Squaw Lake Kah-sha-sha-bah~skog
(Lake of irregular shore line)

Round Gah-wah~-we-ay-gum-og
(Long Lake)

Dixon Gah-me-nah-e-go-cog
(Watercrest River)

Upper Pidgeon O-ne~-gum-eence
(Little Portage

Lower Pidgeon May-mae
(Wild Pidgeon)

Middle Pidgeon O=ne-gum
(Portage)

Second River (May-mae-ze-bee

Pidgeon River (Pidgeon River)
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Indian names -« (2)

Lake Alice Bah~she=-day-we-ne-gun
(Sand Bar Portage)
Cedar Lake Oh=-gee=bik
(Root Lake)
Little Bass Lake Ah~she-gah-sung
(Little Bass)
~Rush Island Kah-me=-nis-se-nusk-cong
(Rush Island)
Birds Eye Lake Kah-me-nis-se~-nush-ca-sing
(Little Rush Island)
Buck Lake - = = lMush-kee-gim-in-e-con-ing
(Cranberry Lake)
Sunken Lake Gah-oh-show~wah=sqay-gum-og
(Blue Lsake)
Little White Fish Gah~-she-gwak-kp=-cog
(Pine Lake)
Big White Fish Ge=che=gah-gah=-e-gun
(Big Lake)
Bass Lake Kah-shah-gah-we-gah-mog
(Distant Lake
Kildeer Lake lah-ske-gwah-gum-ah
(Swampy Lake)
Lake Helen Bah-quah~dah-moo )
(Fish cut thru ice)
Egg Lake Gah-mah-ske-quah~-gum-og
(Pamarack Lake)
Loon Lake, north of old R. Station - - Mong-o-sah-gah-e-gun
(Loon Lake)
Parley Lakes Ge=too-sah~-gah-mog
(Double Lekes
Bah-quahda-cum-ig
(Wilderness Lake)
Sioux Lake Moose-o~kon=ing
(Moose Lake).
Sun Fish, lake w. of Hound Lake - - - Ah-guah-dah-she
(Sun Fish Lake)
Lilly Pad, lake w. of Middle Pidgeon — Ah-de-tay-tah-bug
(Lily Pad)
Lake So. East of Lower Pidgeon = = = = lle-gee-ze
(Eagle Lake)
Lake w. of Cut Foot Sioux Lake = = = = Gah-mah-sko-se-kog
(Grassy Lake)
School House Lake Way-me-tig-go~she
(Frenchman)
Simpson Lake Mos=mo
(Moose Dung)
Lake between Middle Pidgeon and
Lower Pidgeon Ah-gah-wa h-tRy-yay-kwalk
(Shadow Lake)




Itasca County History = Big Fork Valley - Custer,

Copy of letter to foreat Supervisor at Cass Lake.

In addition to the name I suggested for what is now known as Six lile
Lake, In this distriet there are two other names I would like to suggest for
unnamed streams and lakes in existence. They are as follows.

There 1s a creek that starts in SW; Sece 22, Ts 147, Re 28 W, and flows
south through the E% of Sec. 27 into Lake Winnibigoshishe This creek has never
bad a name, May I suggest Broker (reek. Frank Broker who was foreman for (Gross
and Rlchmond the last two winters first logged around this creek, and also he
built the first bridge across it. It is now being referred to considerable as
Broker Creeke.

The lake is in the 5W; Sec. 8, To 147, Re 287We It has no name at present,
It is a fair sized lakes. Ly suggestion here is Lake Mosmo. Bob Mosmo is the
hereditary chief of the Winnibigoshish band of Indians and is still living. He
is an 0ld honest Indian, and I feel we should honor him in this way, Me has
performed a number of favors for foresatry in generals For example, it was his
testimony that put an old logger by the name of Seelye in the penitentiary for
setting a big fire north of Cut Foot that he might secure dead and down timber.
I have been able to secure valuable information concerning early history from him,
I would like to recommend very heartily that we honor the old boy in this manner.

Signed by Gerald S. Horton, rforeat Ranger.

The new name suggested for Six Mile Lake was Bi-Aus-Wah, pronounced Be=0s-liahe
This was the chief who led the 0jibway against the Sioux in the Winnibigoshish
gountry.

The names for the lakes and creek were all accepted or recosmended.

Bob Mosemo was 8D years old at the time of the letter, dated Feb. 20, 1933,




Itasea County History -~ Government Dams -

The following from "Channel News", & mimeographed bulletin put out monthly
by the Federal Engineering Service. This particular extract is gutten from
the "Channel News" of the 2nd Area and taken from two different articles,
those of J., W. Walters, 2nd Area Engineer and of M, H. Berg, Jr. Engr.

Kemble Warren is the man who is designated as our first district engineer.
General Warren was borh in 1830 "within hearing of the morning and evening
gun at West Point". At the age of 16, he entered West Point and graduated
four years later second in a class of forty-four. He was at once assigned
to the Corps of Topographical Engineers, in the grade of Brevet Sevong
Lieutenant,

Between 1850 and 1859 he was engaged in many exploration and investiga~
tional expeditions, often in the midst of powerful and semi-hostile Indian
tribes. Mis memoir relates,"Lieutenant Warren's first opportunity for
original research occurred in 1854, when he was assigned to the dutyof
compiling a general map of the region west of th Mississippl. * » % » % %

The resulting map and memoir, dated 1858, cxn;ustéﬂs all valuable material
from the earliest discoveries to its date, and will remain & standard
histordcal authority. This work wes performed under the pressure of other
duties and lafgely at night.

Warren served with the northern army during the war of the rebellion
and because of the disapproval of his acts at ﬂ%# his superior officers
was relieved of his command by Sheridan after the battle of Five Forks.

Fifteen years later a court of inguiry exhonerated Warren of charges
brought agéinst him at the time of his demotion.

Following the war, from 1865 to 1870, he was superintending engineer
of surveys and improvements of the Upper Mississippi and its tributaries,
and maintained an office in §t. Paul.

One of the numerous tasks undertaken by Major G. K, Warren as the first
district engineer of the St. Paul District, was a survey to determine the
possibility and feasibility of the establishment of storage reservoirs on
the headwaters of the Mississippi River for aids to navigatioj. The investi-
gation was started in 1869, and this and more detalled surveys made in the
following years resulted in the appropriation of funds by Congress in 1880
for the construction of an "experimental™ dam at the outliet of Lake
Wimnmibigoshish. This project and the other work which followed resulted in the lar
largest reservoir system ever built for the beneflt of navigation only.

Actudd construgtion of Winnibigoshish Dam was started in 1882, the firs
piling being driven on April 28nd of that year. The structure consisted of

large timber platform supported on round timber piling with several rows of
heet timber cut—off walls to prevent the flow of water under the platform,
Rock filled timber cribs surmounted the timber platform, and between the cribs,
gates were placed. Much of the original substructure was utilized in the
structure which exists todaye.

Construction of Leech and Pokegama Dams closely followed that of Winnibi-

goshish Dam, all three going into operation in 1684, * * * * * (One very inter-
sting point in connection with the reconstruction of the five headwater dams
s the exceptionally good concrete which they contain. After 40 years, very few f
r weaknesses have shown up in them * * * * gnd it is unfortunate, however,
hat no records are available to indicate why this concrete is so outstanding.
There are six of these storage reservoirs, of which Leech Laeke is the
largest and Sandy Lake the smallest, while Pine River Reservéir is unique in
that it somprises what was formerly some 14 or 1lb serarate lakes.

The early history of the reservoirs is filled with hardships of carrying on
surveys and construction in a land without roads and inhabited only by indians,
Good roads and railroads now reach all the dams,

e
i
0
t




Itasca County History = Indlans - Mcdlpine (1)

In an issue of the Grand Rapids Herald-Review for date of Jan. 27, 1926
is published a feature article under the heading,"How Mike Shook Hands
With Death". This article tells a story gotten from Mike by a Herald-
Review representative., The Herald-Review people of the present tell me
that the story was taken in shorthand and transeribed and that it is in
Mike8s own wordse. The article followss

While I wgs working for F. P. Clark in the woods in 1880, I was always good
friends with the indians, and they were good friends of mine~ but they had me
sentenced to death at one time, I tell these facts at this time because my
proof of them will soon be all dead &and gone, so if I told them then the
people might say that I was telling a fish story.

In 1880 I was ordered by F, P. Clark to ecut a hay road from Trout Lake
up the north side of McAlpine Brook on through to Bowstring meadows, near to
Bowstring Lake. I told him I did not know if the indians would let me go through
or not; that I thought the most of the land was Indian Reservation land, and
he said that llajor Camp, then T, B, Walker's partner, had made gll errangements
with the indiand for the hay, and for me to hire the indians to help me cut the
road and put up the hay, and to pay the indians so much a ton for the hay.

Hired The Indians.

It was Camp and Walker's timber we were logging at that time. So, when I got ready
to cut the road I hired the indians, whose names were; Bowstring Joe, his brothers
dJam and Batteseé, an indian named Na-way, Bowstring Jack and Toonsce, six in all,
Bowstring Joe knew the route, so I had him help me "blaze™ road through - so e
everything went fine, We had the road cut to Wolf Lake - that is where the summer
homes: of Senator Gunn and the late G, G. Hartley are now, so we packed our supplies
in our birech bark canoes and crossed the lake, and were getting ready to cut the
road from Wolk Leke to Grave Lake. It was eleven o'clock in the morning when we
crossed Wokflake, so we got dinner ready before we started to cut the road to Grave
lake, Just before it was time to go to work, Chief Mosemo, and another indian
came along from Bowstring, so I got them dinnere. After they had dinner our tooubles
commenced,

When @t was time to go to work I took my six indians to go to work, expecting the
crew to follow as they always did, but they all stayed by the fire talking to the
Big Chief. So I went back and asked them if they were going to work. They sszid
"Caw ween", that means no in the indian language, Then the chief ordered me to
stop as I was8 trespassing on Indian Reservation. I told him nol If they not help,

I would cut the road through myself. So I started and was pretty mad by that time.

The first tree I had to cut was a leaning pine, partly turned out by the roogs,
it was up ten or twelve feet from the ground, so I started to cut it. When I had it
nearly cut off it broke like & pipe stem , the part it was standing on flew up, and
my ax flew over my head and alongside of the fire where the indians were standing.

I jumped for a small tree and came down all right.
Chief Took Supplies.

S0 Chief Mosemo said to the indians;"Song go tha Je kee man" - he meant "brave white
man, After a few minutes the Chief came to me where I was working, and said that he was
going to have a big war dance at Winnébigoshish lake, and if I would give him fifty
dollars, or fifty dollars worhh of supplies, he would put the indians to work, and
let the road go through. I told him that I woulg give him nothing, unless the indians
were satisfied that he should have it. He went back and talked to the indians, and
they all came back with the Chief to go to work. I asked them if I should give the
Chief supplies, and they said "yest So X/Wédf/fd/fdf¥ they went to work, and the
Chief, his Indianand myself went back to Trout lake,

(This Trout Lake is in T, 57 & 58 = 25, due north of Grand Rapids. Wolf and Grave lskes
are west from this Trout Lake, Wolf about 2% miles from Trout and Grave &5 from Wolf, )
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Trasee County Yistory = Indians = McAlpine - (2)

Then I gave him about fifty dollars worth of supplies; giving him pork, f%our,
tea, tobacco, butter and other groceries, It loaded his canoe down. So the chief
acreed with the Indians that he would be bach in about six days; that would be about wh
w;en we would have the road finished., So we cut to Grave lake, thence to Little
Bowstring, then across three miles of spruce and tamarack swamp, then to Bowstring
river , and the mcadow.

It took up six days to cut from Wolf lake, and when we returned to Trout lake
the Indians wented to settle up with me., I told them that I could not settle up
with them, that they would have to wait until the chief came. I told them that they
quit working for me and went to work for the @hief, and that the Chief would have
to settle with thems The Chief had drawn about all that was coming to them, and knew
it, and he never came. S0 I had quite a time with them for a while,

Got Away With It.

At last I told them that, what with the money they had drawn themselves and what the
Ghief had drawn, they had overdrawn, As two or three of them had their families there
I had to furnish them supplies while we were eutting the road through, so they looked %
the situation over, and after a time they left all the blame on themselves for giving
the Chief the supplies. And the Chief never came to settle with them at all, Of course
the Indians thought that I was giving those suppbies to the Ghief to set them to
work, and let the road go through - but I fooled thems

Now its a fact that if you get in bad with the Indians, or they think you have,
whetBer its your femlt or not, its odds that you won't get away with it without a
back clap and you won't be looking for it, or know why it came. Which is why I had to
shake hands with death, and outgrip him, over the Indians poisoned at Trout lake in
1881. I was working at Trout lake along about June first that year when a band of
Indians and their families from Bowstring lake came there to build birck canoces.
Thile they were making canoes four or five of the indians took two canoes, and three
guns and started for @rand Rapids, claimimg that they were going after groceries,
They got back to Trout lake about dark, and brought five or six gquarts of whiskey
with them, and they were pbetty well intoxicated. That ndght I went to bed about
nine o'clock, and about ten the Indian wife of a white man named Jerry Whitney,
who lived with the Indians, came and knocked on my door, telling me in the Indian
languege to get up quick, thet the Indians were all poisoned, and that there was
fox poison in the whiskeye I got up and out as quickly as podsible, and when I got
outside saw that four or five of the Indians were rolling around the chip yard.

The Sick Indians.

They had s big fire of chips burning, and the squaws were all at work doctoring
the sick Indians. They had mixed gun powder with water, and weee pouring it down
the Indian's throats, also long, WALEE/EAAA//ALLLE wild-goose quills which they
were shoving up and down their throats, trying to make them heave up the poison.

They got out of gun-powder, and I hAPPENED T0 THINK THAt lard was good for the
purpose, s0 I rolled out a half barrel of it, and told them to go to its

They started melting the lard and drove it to them, and got them &ll to heaving up
except one, = and that was my best friend, Bowstring Joe, who is still aldve at
Bowstring lake. (1926). So they drove a stick, one at his head, and another at
his feet, and put a small pele from steke to stake, then raised his arms and he
took a dead grip on the pole = and you could not get his hands loose from that
pole unless you cut his fingers off, Then they put a round stick in his mouth
and he took a dead grip on that with his teeth,

Fisrt Aid To The Indians.

80 the squaws kept pouring lard into him, and nothing but white foam came
his mouth from 11:30,that night until daybreak - which was about four o'clock in the
morning. Then he commenced to heave up, the stick flew from his mouth, and his
hands broke loose from the pole. From 11:30 that night, until four o'clock next morning
I was doing a lot of engineering, myself. About 11:30 that night Jerry Whitney's
wife, and her brother-in-law, an Indian by the name of Toonce, came to me and
told me that when Bowstring Joe died, if he died, the Indians would kill Whitney,

then kill me, and then go to the Rapids - Grand Rapidas - and kill every white




Itasca County History - Indiang - McAlpine - (3)

man and women there. There were only about twelve men at Grand Rapids at thet time
and four white women. My wife, not then my wife, however, and her sister were two
- of theme After they told me that I got busy.

Jerry Whitney left me and took to the woods; he came back three aays later. He had
hid on the east side of 2rout Lske.

Fixed The Guns.

So I made up my mind that Imwould fight the battle with them myself. I was not
e mite afraid of them, and knew that I could handle them, easy. 1 had a light
overcoat snd a good six shooter revolver, Smith and Wesson, and lots of cartridges.

I put the gin in my coat pocket, and lots of cagtridges in both pockets. I plcked up
211 the axes and canthooksand locked them up in the warehouse - and then looked
after the Indian's guns. They had three standing against & tree on the lake shore
where they landed on coming back from Grand Rapidse.

So I went down, took the guns, cocked them and pulled off the caps, then got
down on my knees , filled my mouth with water from the lake and squirted 1t down the gu
gun barrels until I filled all three with water. I went back to the fire where the
Indians were, and in sbout twenty mimutes went down to the guns again to see if the
water was coming theoughf the nipplesy but no water was in sight. However the water in
the gun barrels hwad gone down, So I filled up the barrels again and went back to
the Indians, willing to give them anything they called forg if I had it. Again I
went down to the guns, eand this time water was coming through the népples - but I
filled the barrels again with water. I knew that if the Indians started anything
the first bresk they would make would be for their guns - and three guns would be
out of commission. Of course I could kill them all in a couple of minmutes; I would
have had only about four to kill.

The rest were all laid out, and I was not a bit afraid of them, and if I was
afraid of them I could have left there and gone to the Rapids and put the people
there oj their guard against the Indians. Of Gourse I did not want to kill the
Indians unless had to because they had always been good friéends of mine . On account
of Bowstring Joe not dying everything came out all right. They had expected ﬁﬁ
him to die at twelve o'clock or at daylight; that is what they told me at the time.
But I was ready for them if they made a break. Bowstring Joe and most of the
Indians are ldving at Bowstring lake yetgy so I have got the proof for this.

The Poisoned Whisksey.

Now I will tell you who put the poison in the whiskey. 4 man by the name of
Lew Sparks, and a man by the name of Hen Taylor, after the Indlans left Grand Rspids,
followed them to Prairie lake, thinking they c¢ould cateh them there, and, when they
got well out into the lake they would shoot into their canoes and drown the Indians.
But the Indians were gone out of sight when they got there. Taylor did not go any
further than Prairie lake but Sparks kept on expecting to catch the Indians on the
portage between Prairie and Wabano lakes, but the Indians had gone before he got

there, So Sparks returned, and stopped a while at Jim Sfflecks. Jim was farming for
8. C. Bagley, right where Mrs. Fitzgerald is living at the present time.

Sparks told the whole story to Jim Afflick about himself and Taylor putting the
poison inte the whiskey. They put it into two bottles, about one quarter of and
ineh of strychnine into each bottle. The Indians did not happen to drink from
either of the polisoned bottles until they got to Trout lake. That was the amount of the
poison we found in the two bottles at Trout lake.

Told Wild Storye.

’he Indians kept the bottles, claiming that they were to bring them to White Earth,
and show them to the Indian Agent there. But I think that they hever did. Sparks
reyjurned from Afflicks to Grand Rapids, and told the people there, as he told the two
girls who were working in the Hotel, that is the lady who is now my wife, and her
sister, that he killed the five Indians out at Prairie lake, scalpcd them, and sunk the
bodies in the lake. When the girls asked to see the scalpshe said that they were too
green, but when he dried them out in g couple of days, he would show thems
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Sparks left Afflicks late in the evening and the next morning Afflick started up to
Trout Lihke to see If I was dead or alives He got to Trout lake sbout 4:00 A.M.
coming thréugh the woods because he was afraid of meeting the Indians if he traveled
in the road. The first I saw of Afflick I had taken the back window out of the camp to
air it, and was doijg something insdde, and as I turned around there was Jim looking
in the window. He was glad to see me and I was glad to see him; he sadd he expected
to see us all dead, and when I asked him how he found out, he said that Sparks told
the whéle story. He said that Sparks followed the indians across the Wabano portage,

carrying his rifle with him and meaning to shoot them. And there you see how I was

forced to shake hands with death and éﬂﬁéifﬁfﬁiﬁ/ outgripped him because I had t0.

x %k % Xk %

This is the end of the artiele, as printed. Cannot find the originsl notes.
It sort of leaves things up in the air, like a "to be comtinued in our next issue"
thing, but no further items are found in following issues. One is foeced to wonder
Just why brothet Sparks became &o bloodthirsty, also what became of Sparks after
this little party. The printing of the artiele had one result, however. In less
than a month Mike received a letter from some of the indians mentioned in hhe
article, The letter was dictated to an "educated" indian, cited in the letter
as Secretary Wakonabo and this gentleman translated into United States and wrote
it into a letter to lMike, as follows,-

b8 M1l 1
E;;ﬁ;l§:p§§i}?i?znesota Inger, Minnesoba, Feb.1l8th, 1526
Dearest old friend;-
Your article contained in the latest issues of the Grand
Rapids Herald-Review, have been reading to us by Secretary Wakonabo, and it reminded us
of the old times we used to have with you in the wild woods when there used to be
a lot of wild men and win-di-goes in the woods, and we are much pleased to know
that you can remember the times we used to have better than we can.remember,

One thing which you should not forget to tell the people, is that time when
you and James Buddeese started from Bowstring to the place where you used to have your
shack and garden, the time you was so scared by the win-di-goes that you was ready
to shoot anything that comes along, it certainly wust been a wild mén who scared
you that time.

In the same fall, when there was ice on the lake, we went on the same place,
and as we say again there was a lot of wild men and win-di-goes that time, we
seena place where these such wild men or win-di-goes been playing on the ice,
these must been the big fellows who played on the shore, they throu great big
rocks and old trees with stumps on them across to the other point of the lgke,
if you did seen this, you would have been scared more than you was that day.

It certainly that territory was wild that time, but it is so well settled now that
not seeg & wild man there.

We only wish we could see you again as we are all getting so old that we
cén not work and support ourselve any more, far behind what we used to do that
time time as we used to work like a wild man that time.

We clte you again that we can not work any more, you know Joe Bowstring is
pretty old now, can not work and ean not hunt any more, Sam Gah-di-go, is old
and feeable and can not work any more, and that James Buddeese is erippled and
can not work ss he used to, this makes us togather poor and poor, and as you
are far better off than you was &t that time, and no doubt you must have some
abandoned old clothes that you ean spare us, and no doubt a lot of your old
friends must have some alsod that you can scare up for us,

Will you therefore, see what you ocan do for us in the way of colleoting some
cld clothes for us and send them to us, these old clothes are for only three

of your old friends and we therefore, hope you will get busy at once and see what yau
can do for your old friends.
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Our old mother is still living, and she claims that she is about two years
old now, it is about fifteen years ago since she walked on earth, and she will
never walk again on it until she gets onto the "happy hunting grounds" and we

wish you could see her before she passes on to the next world.
Kindly let us hear from you real soon. Qur best regards and fond wishes to

you, we are,

Your old friends,

James Buddeese

The names of the signers hage Sam Gah-de-go

evidently been signed by the
"secretary", who typed out

the letter. Wording and spelling
are carefully copied.

Joe Bowstring.




ITASCA COUNTY HISTORY = Mines

A Sumary of Mining Operations in Itasca County for

Number of Mines Operated « = ; 29
Number of Mines not Operated = 27
Total Number of Mines « = = 56
Number of Men Employed Underground 165
Number of Men Employed on Surfage = = 35045
Fumber of Men Employed in Open Pit Mining - 1691.
Number of men employed in Stripping Operations 640,2
Total Number of Men Employed = = « = 3047,
Number of Tons of Ore shipped from Underground - 36bg228,
Number of Tons shipped from Open Pit « « = «10,188,545.
Total shipment, @ong- - - - =« =10,653,773¢
. Number (Cubic Yards Stripping Removed - - 4,595,650
Number of fatal accidents = « « - - e
Number of Non-Fatal Accidents (Time-lLoss) -
Fumber of Fatal accodents per 1000 men employed

Average Wage per Hour (basis, 8~hour day) - =




Itase: County History - Mining.
ITASCA COUNTY MINES
NAME LOCATION
- fece
Alexander, OP Keewatin, SW NW 13
Anmn, OP (Patriak Group) Cooley SWIWE 2 .
Aroturus, OP, Marble, SE SW & 5% SE & K NEaNe NW13
Argonne, 0P, Nashwenlk Township g:
Bray, ua, Keewatin,SE;SWg - 23
Bennett, . UG & OP, Keewatin, N& NWANE; 24
Buckeye, 0P, Coleraine, NE NW; & SE; 36
Canisteo Cliffs, OP, = Coleraine, SWofSWSec.29,NWof
NE,8% nn.m’; SW & SEf Sec.30, NEOfNE Sece3l,
and NW Of NW, Sece 32 =~ - = = 89,580,381, 32

Doris, 0P, Marble, = = = - - 20
Draper, 0P, Calumet, = ~-10
Danube, Bovey, 35 SE: 20
Diamond, oP, Tagonite, - - =~ 22
Fargo, Arbo Township - 2
Forest, 0P, Keewatin, BENW. - 13
Galbraith, Nashwauk TPs and Village 28
Breenway, OP, Grand Rapldsy = = = = - = 3

Higbee, 0P, Calumet , -- === 2]

Halobe, 0P, Cooley, Wi of SBf = = = -« 31

Hoedley, 0P, Nashwauk, 30,31,32
Hill, Marble, Ni of SEf - - - 17
Hill=-Annex Caldmet, all of - =~ 16

Helen, 0P, Cooley, 9E: of SB; - 21

Notes- OP indicates Open Pit and UG undergorund type of mining.




ITASCAC OOUNTY HISTORY = Mining - MINES,

RAME

Holman, 0P, Taconite 56 24
Havkins, OP, Hashwauk 87 22
Harrison, 0Py Cooley 56 22
Harrison, 0P, Cooley 56 23
Horrison-Annexz Cooley &7 22
HilleTrumbull, OP, Marble 56 23

Jordan, 0P, Bass Brook S5 65 26

Judd, OPy Coleraine 21 656 24

Kevin, oP, Cooley 1 56 23
LaRue, UGHOP, Nashwauk = = = 32 67 22
Wddd{/edd/ 111110841 111408t/ ] 14/ 1411114111188111111789111111148/ ]
Langdon, 0P, Greenway Tpe == = 11 56 23
Little & Prindle OP, Keewatin, -~ 24 67 22
Mace, No. 2 0Py  Nashwauk 29 57 22
Majorca 0P, Calumet 9 56 23
Mesabi Chdef 0P, Keewatin 23 b7 22
Misaissippi UG, Keewatin 67 22
Misaisslippi No.2 UG, Keewatin 57 22
Morrison oP, Coleraine nbé 24
North Star 0P, Taconite 66 24
Orwsll 0P, Bovey 56 24

Patricklio.l & 2 0P, Cooley B7 23
56 23

Quinn, OP, Cooley 57 22

Russell OP, Keewatin 57 22

Note, OP denotes "open Pit2, UG demotes "underground" mininge.




ITASCA COUNTY HISTORY, Mining,~ MINES=J

NAUE LOCATION
Seoc. Twpe Rgee

Shada oP, Nashwauk 29 b7
Sargent, UG, Keewatin 28 67

Snydezr, oP, Cooley 1 56

Ste Paul, 0P, Keewatin 24 57

Stein, oP, Nashwaulk Tpe 23 57
South Judd oP, Tagonite = 21 56
Tiogo, oP, Grand Rapids 26 556
Vernon, oP, Greenway Tpe 2 656 23
Walker, 0P, Bovey 29 56 24

York, 0P, Nashwauk - - - 31 67 22
North Narrlson=-innes,0P, Cooley - - = 31 87 22

SRt shbdkpakhhkxnung hhg

0f this 1list of mines in Itaseca County, taken from lists of Itasca County
Mine Inspector and Mining Directory for Minnesota, University of Minne. the
County Mining Inspector lists as exhausted Vernon, Mississippi, and as
inactive, Walker, Shada, Little and Prindle, mines. This in 1940 report.

This will leave 651 unexhausted and active mines in Itasca County in 1941,

The first iron mine opened in Itasca County was the LaRue mine, opened
in 1902 by a company operating from Virginia, Minn, The Crosby mine was
opened the next year, 1903, at Nashwauk by thc Cleveland 0liff Iron (0.
These were the only mines opened in Itasea County before 1907, From this
date (1907) openings came rapidly, particularly during the period of
1910 to 1920,

The Argonne, Stein are latest additions, making first shipments in
1941, Greenway made 1ts first shipment in 1940,




Recorded Proceedings of Board of County Commissioners of Itasea County. Thds the i
Board of Commissioners appointed by Governor of State to act until next general
ekection. -
March 24, 1891 - Present L, F, Knox, B. C, Finnigan, J, P, Simfisa . L. F. Knox
elected chatrman.
Moved and carried that the County of Itasca, State of Minnesota be and hereby is
divided into Qommissioners Districts as follows, to wit
l. That all territory in said county west of range line between range 25 and 26
4th principal meridienshall constitute and be known as Commissioner District No. 1.
2. That abl the territory East of range line between 25 and 26 W of the 4th prin-
¢iple meridian excepting township 55-25 shall constitute and be known as Commis—
sioner Distriect No. 2.
e That township 55-25 shall constitute and be known as Commissioner District
No. 3. (signed) L. F. Knox, chairmen

J. P. Sims

B. Cs Finnigah

( The above constituted Resolution Number One. They seemed to do everything on
a mesolution basis, even recess or adjourn.)

Resolution 2.- Moved and carried that the town of Grand Rapids, Itasca Cpunty,
Minnesota shall be the County seat of Itasca County until changed
at the next general election as provided by law.

Resolution 3.- Moved and carried that this Board, as soon as convenient, shall
invite bids for stationery, books et¢. to be used in different
county offices, as per list. (list not recorded.)

Resolution 4.- Moved and carried éoard take a recess until 2300 PJM.

Resolution 5.~ Moved and carried the Board designate Court Square known as Block
20, Townsite of Grand Rapids, as the location for erecting
building and vault to be used for county building.

Resolution Moved and carried that the Board would respectfully recommend
that one term of court will be sufficient for Itasca County and
that the date and time for holding such court be left to the
Judge of the 1l5th judieial district to decide.

Resolution Appointed H., R. King as Auditor for Itasca County until next
general election.

Resolution Adppoints John Beckfelt Treasurer of Itasca County umtil next
general election,

Resolution Appoints Charles Kearney as Register of Deeds for Itasca County
until next beneral election,




Proceedings of appointed bd. of Co. Com., ItascaVCOunty, continued - pp 2
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Resolution 10.~ Appoints Henry W, Canfield as County Attorney of Itasca County
until next general elegtion.

Resolution 1l.- Appoints Wade Plaker as (Clerk of Court for Itases County until
next general election.

Resolution 12.- Appoints E. R. Lewis as eounty surveyor for Itasea County until
next general election.

Resolution 13.~ Appoints M. A. Woods as assessor for Itasea County for 18691,

Resolution l4.~ Board recessed until 8300 P, M.

Resolution 15.~ Postponed proposalals tendered by Brown, Tracy and Co., and the
Pionedr Press for supplies, stationery etc. until next meeting.

Resolution 16.~ Adjourned until 1330 P, M. March 25, 1891.

(signed) L. F. Knox, chairman
Je Py Sims
B. Cs Finnigan

March 25, 1891,- 1330 P.M. - met, called to order.

Resolution 17.- Provided for bond of $2000.00 for Auditor.

Resolution 18.~ Provided for bond of $25000.,00 for County Treasurer,

Resolution 19,- Provided for bond of $1000,00 for County Coroner.

Resolution 20.- Moved and carried that the comtract for the biilding to be used
for Itasca County offices be awarded to F. A. B. King for the
sun of §$570,00 as per terms drawn up in offer in possession of
the Board.

Resolution 2l.~ Contract for building of vault for Itasca County awarded to
Louls L, Jenson for the sim of $170,00,

Resolution 22.-~ Appointed T. R. Pravitz as County Superintendent of Schools for
Itasca County until next general election.

Resolution 23.~ Adjourned until 2;00 P. M. March 26th, 1891

March 26, 1891.~ 2300 P.M. - ket and adjourned until 10500 A.M. April 10, 1891,
April 10; 1891 - Met, catrled to order.

Resolutiom 25.- Approved bond of H. R. King, county auditor.

Resolution 26 - Approved bond of county treasurer.

Resolution 27 - Approved bond of Chas. Kearney, register of deeds.

Resolution 28 - Appointed Melville H, Manson coroner for Itasca County until next
election.

Resolution 29 = Approved bond of H. W. Canfield, County attorney.




Proceedings of appointed bd..of Co. Comm., Itasca County, continued = ppd.
Resolution 30 - Approved bond of E. R. Lewis County Surveyor.
Resolution 31 - Approved bond of Wade Blaker, clerk of court
Resolution 32 - Approved bond of Melville H. Manson, county coroner.
Resolution 33 = Adjourned until April 17, 189l.
dpril 17, 1891
Minutes read and approved. After considerable discussion a motion of Comm.
PFinnegan, F. A. B. King was asked to submit plans for county jail, to be presented
at next meeting.
Adjourned ¢ill May 1, 1891.
Signeds H. R. King, attest.
L. ¥, Knox, Chairman.
May 1, 1891
Met. On motion, L. ¥+ RKnox instructed to take such steps as necessary to save
Prairie River Bridge.
Audited books, and found that county had in treasurys
Penalty and Interest
Poor Fund
Redemption
Road and Bridge 1650447
General School 318.93
Town of Ge. Re 199.24
Undistributed tax collections 702.62

County Revenue

$2969.66

Question of building jail deferred until next meeting. Opinion of county

attorney on disposition of license moneys put on file,




A Summayy of the Commissioners Proceedings of poard of Commissioners for Aitkin -~
and Itasga County from thedr record kept of action taken in respect to Itasoa
County. These proceedings were pept in longhand and spelling of names varies

from year to year. Given here as found in record. HAV

State of lMinnesota

County of Litkin

Auditors Office, Altkin, February 26, 1887

In accordance with order of the Board of County Commissioners of aitkin County

and in pursuance of duly posted notices calling a meeting of said Board of

County Commissloners, the said Board of (ounty Commissioners met this twenty

eixth day day of February 1887 for the transastion of Business pertaining to
Itasca County and as Commlssioners of Itasca County in accordance with and
pursuant to an agt of the legislature of the State of Miunnesota approved
February 10, 1887,

Present B, B. Lowell, eéhairman of the Board and William B, Marr and D. M.
Soriven commissioners. lMeéting was ca;led to order by the chairman at 10 o'cloek
Ae Me

Motion of Willlam B, Marr that William L. Wskefleld be appointed assessor in
and for Itasga County for the year 1887 was duly seconded and carried and the
Auditor was instructed to notify sald Wm, L, Wekefield of the Action of the
Board.

Resolution adopted that the Auditor correspond with responsible publishing
houses for the purpose of getting proposals for the furnishing of each deserip-
tion of books nedded for Itasca Countye
The following billa were audited and allowede=
C. GRaves,expense transferring Books and Accts from Crow Wing County = =§ 12490
8« S. Luther, do do do do 11l.26
Geoe Te Willlams do do do 124686
Es Be Lowell, do do do do . 9418

Motion by D. M. Seriven that the expense incurred in trenaferring Books and
ACCTa of Itasca Qounty to Aitkin be paid out of surplus fund as shown by sald

Itasca Accts. was duly seconded and catried. On mogion=carried-the meeting was
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adjourned until March 8, 1887 at 1 o'slock P.le
attest

Se Se Luthﬂr Ee« Be LOW011
Auditor chr. Board 00e. Come

- O Gees W GRS W e S @ -

Merch 8¢ 1887 - Present full poard.
Mot ion made by Commissioner ilarr to reconsider the dills passed upon at last
meeting and after discussion by the poard was withdrawn by Mr. Marre

Bill af George T. Williams for express on books for 1EdAd4/LodALy 65¢ was
allowed,

Contract to furnisig books for Itasca County let to Pioneer Press (o. they being
lowest bidders. - ddjourned.

May 4, 1887 - all present

Commmnication from Chris Burns of Grand Raplds protesting against the issue of
Liquor License to Robert HoCabe. Ko astion talken 28 McOsbe had not made npplica-
tion for licensewmong bills, mostly for new 1tasca C0e books, were =

Jo. M. Marr, clothing for O'Halleran, p8uper = = = = = < = === $ 13400
S A RS #4dhl AR A ARS8/ = /483ed
Je M, Marikham, sheriff fees, State vs Christie - 35420
Ste Anthony Hosp. Coe.= care and board of patient 17.10
to each commissioner for services - = = - - 3400

a bill of Hugh MeDermid for care of pauper referred back to said McDermid for
verification.
51ds on care ofBJf O'Halleran, a county charge were
lirses A. Longhrey $21400 per calander month
¢. Soriven 4,00 per week
awarded to 0, Sorivels

Auditor's salary fixed at $1200.00, %o include oleri hire
Treasurer, same percent on collections as allowed in Aitkin Coe.
County “ttorney = $300.00 per year

Judge of Probate= §l00,00 pe® year

Sheriff, same fee allowance as in Altkin Countys

June 11,1887 =« met - allowed bills for plats, copying records and comnissioners
gservices.

Bill of W. E. Neal & Coe for care of sick man amounting to 25.35 disallowed=-no
proof patient was entitled %o receive county aidde

June 27,1687 - met - present Marr and Seriven - goriven tempe chalrmane
Considered applications for liquor ldoendes = no action other than to hdold
over. This because of lack of bond#"of parties applying."

June 30,1887 =~ present full Boarde
met to consider ligquor license application for Itasca gountye
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Jomes Sherry, sureties J. . Markham and ¢s De Wilson = approved

Allen T, lNason, sureties larren Potter, Joseph V. wekefield= approved

Appe Of Mo L. Toole and Robte MoCabe were considered and resolved that when
sadd M. L. Toole and Robt. Mc(abe file their bonds and pay the County Treasurer

the amouni of liquor license fee, $600,00, the auditor issue License as
epplied for, bonds, however, subject to approval of chairman of Boards

July 18, 1887 = met as board of equalization=-
roised some, lowered somes

James Sherry, raised from $1188 to $1190.

W, Potter & Co. <from $1691 to 2697

i, T, Nason from 370 to 360

i, L. Toole from §270. to HR80

wokefield and Coe from 2726 %o $2226

July 25, 1887 - met and levied $4300,00 for County purposes in Itasca (Qounty
paid billss=

to Fo D, Horton = = = = for agsessing Itasca COe 1887, 4105400

also for some plats and comulsaioners gervicess

Jﬂl{ August 8 - 1887 - met and allowed some bills for transferring records and
notified M. L. Tool of Grand Raplds that he must £ile bond gor the sale of

intoxicating liquorseff/Aébké/ L1887

hottor-ivon—»ub-ﬁoedbo—who-wa-toi—beqnovo-aaboon-&o—anothor-ioonﬁ#on—l.i&-ovorr

Septe 12,,1887 = Letter from Bob loCabe who wahted to move hls saloon %o another
lot and building. = held overs .
Notified M. L. Toole that he mmst, On Or before September 26, 1867, file bond

in auditors office or the money for deposited with county treasusers

Application from Je P. Sims for & license to construct and maintain a sluice dam
across Swan River, said dam to he looated on ¥k of SWr 50035 Tpeb6-23 o Granted
for six yearse

November 12, 1887~ application of Robte MoCabe for permit to move from Block 28
to Bloak 40 in Grand Rapids and commications objecting considered. Held over
and referred to County Attorneys

Jamary 3, 1888.- Itasca County made one assessment District and He R King
appointed nssessor for 1088, compensation to be not more than $600400
Yea,~Lowell, Seriven = Iiarr not vating,

Altkin Age made officidd paper for Itasca Gounty.
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liarch 6,-1888 -paid for publication of proseedings, present, Lowell, Seriven.

Harch 7,1888 « meeting at 2300 P.i. ~ all present

Marr objested to minutes of previous meeting saydng he voted no and was recorded as
nog voting on Itasca County Asseasor,

Bob McCabe application to change location granted.

Authorized Treasurer to draw J30.00 per month as pay as Itasca County officer,
adjustment made at end of year on percentage basis.

July 16, 1888 - met as board of equalization - adjourned sine die (?77992)

July 23, 1888 - met allowed bills and adjourned till July 24 when they considered
July 24, 1888=-/ K, L. Toole appllcation for license, Patrick Casey and W, L.
Wakeflield as sureties - appwoved.

duditor was instructed to extend tax for County purposes in fill amount allowed
by law , 10 mills per scre on all taxable property in Itasca County.

August 11, 1868 - Granted L. lisenses to following if file bond and pay feej=
Ms L. Toole, James Sherry, Robte kMoCabey, 4. T, Nasons

Auditor instructed to notify all parties engaged in the Business of selling
liquors in Grand Rapide that they must comply with the requirements of law
relative to Bonds etos

Resolved that the sum of J200,00 be and the same is hereby sté apart from the
County Revemue Fund and to be placed to the credit of the Poor Fund and be
known as the Pooxr Funde

August 27, 1888 = resolution appointed Couttney A, Buell and Charles Kearney
Justices of the Peace in and for the Grand Rapids election district in the
County of Itasca to serve till next election and till their sucessors qualifye.

Sept. 24, 1868.

Heoceived petition to organize tp.b6-25 as Grand Rapids Township received signed
by James Bullard and 34 others. granteds lst meeting of Grand Raplds township
organization %o be held October 13, 1868 at 10 A.M.

Japuary 1, 1889 - met allowed bills « adjournede

Jamuary 7, 1889 - met to condider some"election bills",

Chase Kearney, Jjudge of election at GeRe, 4 days@ 3.00 per day, referred back as not
chargeable to the countye

Wm. Buchanan, carrying election returns from Leightom Rench precinct and return, 50m
miles, 6400

A+ A, MoGoshen carrying electlon returns from Wright and Davis precinet to G.R.

64 miles, $6+404~ no such precinct - referred baclks

Te S, Heath, carrying clection returns from Hartley Lake prrecinct to G.R. and return
80 miles, $80000

Bills disallowed because returns were not received by County Auditor from parties
named, further some should be charges against G.R. tpe ond some not authorized.
Board seleoted 72 electors to serve as grand jurors and 72 to serve as petit jurors.
George W. Kiethley was appointed assessor of inorganized district in Itasca Countye.
On motion, properly carried the auditor was instrugted not to publish financial
statement-said instrucgions subject to opinion of county attorney.
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March 18, 1889 - met and allowed bills.

July 8, 1889 -~ met gllowed bills and on application of J. P, Sims abated penalty
on real estate tax.

postponed Lipuor license applications of A,T.Nason, Robt. MoCabe, James Sherry,
and M, L. Tool until ne=mt meeting. ;

Levied for County purposes 10 mills per acre, for road and bridge 1 mill per acre.
for general school purposes, 1 mill on each dollar of taxable valuation.

July 15, 1889. met - allowed bills - held over applications for liquor licemses then
acted as board of equalization.

July 22,1889 - met -~ allowed liquor licemses to,-

A. T, Nason, loy 14, B1l.26, Chas. Kearney, John Bectfelt, -granted.
R. McCabe, lot Bl 40, A, T, Nason, L, F, Knox =~ granted
M. L. Tool and James Sherry held over.

July 29, 1889 - met - notified James Sherry and M. L. Tool that they mmst file
liquor bonds at once.

August 6, 1889, allowed license to

James Sherry, - P, Casey, T. R. Foley

Paid bills, among which were

E., J. Luther, notice pf application for license - - =
C. J. Hazelton

E? B. Lowell 3.00 each as commissioners per diem,
John Hennessy

August 19, 1889, met and approved liquor license for
M. L. Toole, -W. Potter,W. L, Wakefleld sureties.

2 ;
September X, 1889.- applicatiou/f ligquor license by Jobn lMcDonald for ligquor
license at Grand Rapids- James M, McDonald and M, L. Toole, sureties.-granted

September 10, 1889.- applicatioj.for liquor license¢ for Jno. McDonough & Co. on
lot 1, Sec.27, Tp 55-25 -suretiesJohn F. 0'Connell, Wm Spencer.~ granted. (LaPrairie)

74
ecember 3, 1889 - allowed few bills a . : y
D : met allowed few bills and per diem ;W ¥ 85//”/&&4

December 16, 1889. liguor license,fo scll in less guantities than 5 gallon in §,E.
room of thain floor of bldg known as Akeley House iu town of Akeley in Itasca County
for a period erding July lst, 1890 was granted., sureties John P, §ims,Cs C. Prindle.
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Jamary 7, 1890. full bd. present.

bill by A. T. Nason for board and care for S, Cristie, 28.50 referred vacle
Seleated jury panels.
Henry R. King appointed assessor for unorganized Itasca Countye.
gave cleric hire to Co. suditor computed on taxable yaluation as provided by law
making auditor salary $1200,00 and clerk hire $310.80.

other salaries for Itasea County as before and Aitkin Age made official paper
for Itasga County.
granted application of Jno MeDonough & Co. of Akeley, Minnesota t0 move plage
of business from warehouse in lot 1, seq«27 - tp. 66-85 to saloon building on
Lot 7, Blel2 in town of akeley.

. Jaqmary 8, 1890, - met, sllowed per diems adjourned,(serious oversight?t)

February 10, 1890, = allowed bills. License to M. L. Tool to sell liquor in 8,VW,
‘room, lower floor of Hotel Building owned by Grace K, Frazem on Lot 1 & 2 of Bl.5
town of Akeley.

He Re King's compensation for assessing unorganized Itasca County for 1890 set

at {,’400.00.

Judze of Probate salary for ltasca County set at {250,00

February 24, 1890.-met-present Hennessy, Hazelton.-

Liquor license granted to Dan'l Smith & John F. 0'Connell as Smith and 0'Connell,
sureties,~J, Kennedy and Clark Clay.

petition of Itasca citizens praying County Commissioners to purchase jail cells for
Itasea County held over.

March 10, 1890, Liquor license granted to 5. S, lockMahon in Akeley, A. P. Dodge add
Patrickk MoKeon suretiess
no agtion on T, R. Foley application for abatement of taxes on cebtain landa.

april 1, 1890 Licuor license application of James J. Flynn held overs

v w0 e

April 7, 1880.= granted liquor ligense t0 James J. Flymn, lot 7, Ble 6 ~ dkeley
liquor license granted to Dominick MoGuire & C. P. MoGuire to sell licquor oj
lot 12, Block 5, Akeley,

May 6, 1890, Apetition relative to the incorporation of certain lands in Sec. 23,
26 and 27 in Town 55-25 as the village of LaPrairie was presented and read,
John Beckfely entered protest against grantingnof said petition on the grounds
that there were not 1756 actual residents in the territory described. Action on
said petition was on a motion oarried, dcferred until May 19, 1880,

Apetition relative to the incorporation of Grand Repids as a village was read
and on motionnearried, was referred back,

P

liay 19, 1890, = Considered a petition for incorporation of La Prairde as additional
evidense was presented as to mumber of residents residing upon said lands.

By reason af a writ of injunction , Robt. MeCabe et al VS E. B, Lowell et al being
served upon the Board no further action was taken upon said petition.
Redchvodupesid iphavd tiodeanrdbosdhont londs to be included for Qommissioners to

At /d/tq
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liay 19 céntimied -~ 1890, :

Regeived petition with desoription of lands to be included, for Commissioners to
set 2 time and plabe for an election for citizens included in area to vote on
question of having an organized villags of Grand Rapids and asking County Com=
missioners to set time and place for such election. This petition granted and to
be at school house on June 28th, 1890. (the last paragraph is & quote from the
record, No record of this sceduled meeting and election to be found,)

Inspectors of election to be - H. Re Lewia, George W. Keithley, Courthey A. Buell,

June 10, 1890, met, allowedbills, adjourned.

June 23, 1890, - all present.
Application for liquor liccnse by James H. Manes to sell at "Pokegama Falls,
B5~-26 = pgranted, allowed a few routine bills.

July 14, 1690, all present, iAllowed bills t0 HeRe King, assessor and to sheriff
Maxikcham, Meeting adjourned until next day.

July 15, 18%0s liquor license to Johnson Brothers, Grand Rapids, granted.
levied 10 mills per acre for County purposes in Itases Countye

levied 1 mill per acre for road and bridge. -
abatemant of taxes granted to . Hs Warren in Woodland adde to Grand Rapids,
(note = no notice of levy for sschool but the once)

July 28, 1890+~ Liquor license 30 J. W. Paulk, lot 12, Blke9, Clarkson's plat of
Akeley, tpe of Grand Rapids, Itasca Countye= granteds

July 21, 1890. (appears in book after July 26th record.)
board of equalization actione=fixed value of all lands from which pine was cut at
9100 per acre.

September 22, 1890 allowed bidllse Petitlion for incorporation of Grand Rapids
presented and on advise of County Attorney was referred baadlks

October 3, 1890e all present = Bill of Geoe Be Clark for serviees with team in inquest
on body of Charles Laundry for J4.00 held ovex.

Petition for incorporation of LaPrairie presented-writ of injunction served on
Commissionerse.

October 18, 1800+~ Present Chalrman Hennessy, being nomquorum present, mee ting
declared adjourned. ;

November 10, 1850, - Petition for incorporation of LaPrairies On motion, carried,
petition was granted.
On motion, carried, the asction of the Board in regard to incorporation of said
lands in village of laPrairie was reconsidered and further astion postponed
until November 14, 1890. at 3300 0'clock Pele

A3 Go Bernard, Bditor and Pubiisher of the LaPrairie Magnet made application to
the Board to cause sald newspaper to be designated as the officidd paper for Itasca
County. Referred to County attorney for opinion. ddjourned till 3300 P.M., same date.
SAME DATE - $300 Puis -~ (no record of any action)
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November 14, 1890¢ 3300 P.M.

Met and since petition for incorporation of lLaPrairie had been held up by Writ

of Injunction , pard gff had adked Cgunty Attorney if they would be held in contempt
of court in soting on the petition, and on his advise proceeded and granted the
petition,

et election for LaPrairie incorporation as Dese 22, 1890 ai C. A, Buell's Hall, in
towaship of Grand Rapids as the plagees Inapectors of election,~ S.8. Boots, C. A,
Buell, Dan'l Smithe

Jamuary 6, 1890. A, G. Bernard made application to have laPrairie Magnet made
officiad psper for ltasca County for 1891,
Freeman E. Krech, Altkin Age, made application to have that paper designated as
offieial paper for Itasca Countye.
Action deferred till Jamuary 17, 1851,
liguor licenselito Clark Smith, Lot 2, Blke 18, town of Grand Rapids.
Mes Le Toole and C. Bs Walite, sureties.
Co. Auditors salary set at $l200,00
Coes Att'y - . 600400
Judge Probate " “ . . 28000
Adjourned till Jamuary 8th, 1891,

Jamuary 8, 1891e Juror slate made Wpe Deferred appointment of unorganized Itasca
County assessor until next meeting.

#0000 placed in incddental fund for pastage etce

Petition received from citizens and taxpayers asking taxes be cut and debt be

held down declaring "the continued inocrease of taxes and debt of Aitkin and Itasca
county is becoming a burden too great to be borne and we look to you as the
guardians for relief", signed by V. B. Marr and 37 otherse- actioj on deferred
until Jamary 17, 1891.

The recquest of C. P, Delalttre to Board to fix compensation for serviges rendered
a8 County Supte of Schools was held overs

Jarmary 17, 189l. present Hennessy and Spencers
By unanimous vote designation of official paper for Itasca County for puhlic&tion
of list of delinquent taxes was granted to the La Prairie lMagnet. .

Licquor licenseto

Toole and O'Connell, Ge.Re = 10% 22, Block 19

James MoNally, We 25 feet of Blice40 GeRe

John MeDonald, lot 9, Blkel8, Gahe LAt
Chas. Kearney, lot 14, Blke26, G.R. I
In matter of petition of citizens and taxpayers of Aitkin and Itasca eounﬂy.hnld
over irom former meeting, action was indefinitely postponed.

Resolved that the salary of Supte of Schools for Itasea County be and is hsrohy

fixed in the sum of $75.00 for the year 1691. b

Febs 26, 1891, present Hennessy and Spengers Bills inourred by reason of Distriet'Co
court from April 1, 1889 to Feb. 26, 1691, total was $7014.70, sald expense apphrtiolr
ed as follwss- Itasca County - = 49214356

Aitkin County - = 209385 :
that the sum of Jl660 had been paid to Altkin Coe by Itasca Countyand that thiro wn!
nowdue and owing to said Altkin County(334l.60 and auditor instructed to issume X
county reveme order for the amounte. -
Notified all persons engaged in liquor traffic, who have not taken licences, to do so
as required by law or close their place of business,




Sumary Altkin-Itasea Co. Uom. Proceedings = 9 = SHA

March 24, 1891. Allowed some bills. Adjourned till April 13 at 2 o'elook
Pe lle

april 15, 1891 - Divided court expense from February 26 to April 4 1891 thus;

Itasca County = 3118494
Altkin County « = = = = 48,79
This based on assessed valuations which were as follows for year 1890;
Altkin Qounty = =« = - = & b72270,00
ltasca County = = « = « 1903643,00

This 13 the last recorded action of the Aitkin county board of county
gomuissiloners operating as authorities in Itasca county affairs,
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(No date)

Grand Rapids

Itaska County, Minn,

County Commissioners Meeting.

Present William Vekefield and Allen 7. Nason. Absent Patrick (asey.

On motion of 4llan T, Nason William Wakefield was elected chairman,
On motion of Allen T, Nason the board adjourned untill July the 28th, 1887,

Thursday.
William L. Wakefield

Chajirman

August 26/87,

Pursuant to notice the commissioners of Itaska county held a meeting.
Present Allen 7. Nason and Patrick Casey., Absent William VWakefields On
motion of Patrick Casey Allen T. Nason be eleacted chairman,

On motion Patrick Casey that the sum of §$2809.22 Two thousand eight
hundred and nine and 22/100 dollars be assessed for road and bridge pur-

poses for the ensuing year. C(Carried.
Allen T, Nason

Chairman
Patrick Casey

Meeting adjourned.
Allen T. Nason
Chairman

Contract made with Sidney MeDonald for road work.

Itasca County Minnesota

Contract entered into this Seventeenth day of September A. D. 1887,
between Sidney MeDonald and the Commissioners of Itasca Co. Sald party
of the first part agrees for the hereinafter mentioned consideration to
open a wagon road between the Village of Grand Rapids and the U. S. Gov-
ernment Dam at Pokegama Falls, cutting and grubbing out the trees and brush
where found to & uniform width of thirty-three feet (33) bridging all water
ways with sufficlent stringers of logs and covering same with poles, slotted
down, of which dimension shall not be less than six inches and not less than
fourteen f£ft, in length. Shall grade all hillocks and knolls, and make the
road passible and safe at all season., And complete the same on or before
Qote 15/1887. Said road to be made setisfactory to and to be inspected by
said commissioners before acceptance. And the party of the second part
agrees with the said party of the first part on the completion of said con-
tract and the faithful fullfilment thereof to pay him out of the current
road and bridge fund of said County of Itasca, raised and appropriated for




fuch purposes Two hundred and Fifty dollars {250.00.

Signed this Seventeenth day of September A. D. 1887,
Sidney HeDonald
Ae T+ Naszon
Patrick Casey

A True Copy. Attest
Ces He Duggin

Comnissioners

e we e e A e e o e

Grand Rapids, Itasca Co.
Sep. 21, 1887,

Comnissioners met at W. Potter & Co. Store, 2 o'clock P. M. Present
Commiss, Patrick Casey and Allen T, Nason.

The following petition presented by C. We Duggin.

To the honorable board of county Commissioners in and for the county
of Itasea, Greeting.

We the undersigned citizens and taxpayers of Township 65, Range 26
in said County of Itasca do hereby petition your honorable body to create
a School District in said Bown, and this will ever praye.

John Beckfelt Pe Co Collett -
Re MoCabe ¢+ €5 Duggin a5 /
Chris Burns James Sherry
Robert Glass Sidney MeDonald
Herbert G. Tucker Cs Ds Lyon

Al Tony

Foregoing petition ordered spread on records of commissioners and
ordered that said Township 55 Range 25 be created into a Schoel District,
and notices posted for a special school election,

Signed Patrick Casey
A« T4 Nason

Pursuant to above order C. H. Duggin was authorized to post ndtices
for special School lMeeting as follows, at Post Office Grand Rapids, We
Potter & Co. Store, We Es Neals, Neals Landing, as follows,

»5péaial School Meeting."

A speciad school meeting is called of all those gualified to vote under
the Gmneral School law in ZTownship 55 Range 25 Itasea County. At the Post
0ffice in Grand Repids in said county, Saturday, Oct. 1, 1887, at 7 o'elock
P. M. for the following purpose, to wit, To choose a moderator and clerk
pro tems To elect a Director, Treasurer and Clerk.s To raise money for
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School purposes. And for the transaction of any business that may proper-
1y come before said meeting,

Per order

County Commissioners A, T, Nason
Itasea County Patrick Casey
Grand Raplds, Itasca County
Sep. 21, 1887

Attest Cs Cu D’ﬂgg’in

el ™

Grand Rapids, Oot. 25, 1887

Order No. 1 Issued to Sidney MeDonald on the Preas, of Aitkin and
Itasca Counties to pay him $250,00 for road and bridge work done on road
between Pokegama Falls and Grand Rapids prior to 'Oct. 15, 1887 per contract,

Order Noes 2+ Ps Jo Sims, $760.00 for work between Grand Rapids and
Trout Lake.

‘—-un——n-nﬁ-—

Special Meeting of Co. Comnissioners
Grand Rapids, Minn,, Oct 25/37.

. The following resolution was ordered spread on records, being adopted
unanimouslys

Resolved, That all that portion of Itasea County not included in
School Diste Nos(3) one of said county be, and the same is hereny attache
ed o said School District No. one (1) for school purposes,

Commissioners As Te Nason
Itasea Co, Patrick Casey

A R o em e o e MR M em e e

Grand Rapids, July 28th, 1688,

No. 3 Order issued to 4, 7. Nason for inspeating road work on roads
from Grand Rapids to Pokegama Dam, and from Grand Rapids to Trout Lake
fifteen (15) days, Aug,, Septs, Oct. 1887. Forty-five Dollars ($45400)

Commisaioners As Te Nason
Of Itasea Cos Courtney A. Buell

(There was another name signed between that of d¢ T+ Nason and Courtney
Ae Buell which was seratched out,)
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Order No. 4. To Chas, Morgan for One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) issued for
road work on state roads. .

Commissioners of (Most of the minutes for
Itasca. Coe these meetings were signed,
but there were no signatures
heres )

e MR R e SR SR e W S e e e e e

Special Meeting of Co. Commissioners of Itasca Co,, May 29, 1889,

L+ Fe Knox, C, A, 3uell, Present.

Petition of Charles Kearney & 28 other citizens of ltasca Co. praying
the Co, Comm, to cause to be constructed a wagon bridge ascross the Miss,
River at Grand Rapids, Petition ordered filed, & C. A. Buell appointed
a coms 0f one to go to Aitkin and confer with bridge men and others in re-
gard to plans and specifications,

The board suggested Miss Jessie Pelley to draft coples of the profile
of river.

Commissioners Le Fe Knox
of Itasca Co. Ce 4o Buell

- W R MR e A e e ae e s me e e

Special Meeting June 27,

Present 4, T, Nason, C; 4, Buells Bide rendered by A. Y. Bayne &
Cos to build bridge across Miss, River for $4360.00

Accepted snd contract signed and fileds Bids & plans filed.

A+ 1, Nason
Ce Ay Buell

Meeting of the Soard of Commissioners of Itasea Co., July 26, 1889
Present A. T+ Nason, L. ¥, Knox, Ces 4. Buell,

Miss Jessie Pelley Bill presented for drawing coples of profile of
Miss River, {4.00., 4llowed. Os A Buell bill, expenses and mileage to
Altkin on Bridge business allowed, $22.25,

de T, Nason, 3 day $6400

L. #, Xnox, 3 day 6400

Cs 4, Buell, 3 day 6.00

Order given to John Beckfelt for school funds Xo. B, $1270.26
As 2, Nason
L. ¥, Knox

. 4. Bueny




No. 7 Orders Issued Jessie Pelley
No. 8 » " Le ¥4 Knox
Noe 9 n " A+ T4 Rason
Nos 10 m " Ca Aa Buell

Meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of Itasca Cosy Nov. 8th, 1889

Present, A. 7, Nason, L« ¥, Knox, C. 4, Buell.

Bill of W, V, #uller for labor building approaches to the Co. Bridge
across the Mississippl River at Grand Rapids.

Alee = « = « « 75 days - - = =§15,00
Ole -----z%days—--- 7400
We Ve Fuller = 75 days = « «» = 165,00
John Beckfelt & team 1% days- 6,00
Kearney & Nason - = « @p=daye 14,00
Le Fo KnOX = = 1 day = = = « = 4,00

$61.00

Ordered paids

Bill Geos W. Knox for a road soraper = = = « = $42,50
Spr' Ergt. - o WA ™ o e - - L B T — ! §o
$44.00

Ordered paid,

A petition was presented of 34 citizens of county for a highway com-
mencing at Leland Avenue in the Village of Grand Rapids and extending in
a line as direct as is practicable to Prairie Lake. Moved and carried
to authorize the Deputy Co. Survsyor to survey & route in conformity to
above petition.

Moved and carried to anthorize the Deputy County Surveyor to survey
a line for a proposed highway from Pokegama Falls through the Village of
Grand Rapids and the Village of Akely to Blackberry Broolks.

Ad journed.
As T« Nason

Le F+ Knox
Oo As Bu‘ll.
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Meeting of the County Board of Itasoa County, Minn., Feb. 6th, 1890
Presents As 1. Nason, L. f. Kunox, O, A4 Buell.

The Board report favorable %o the proposed road from the end of Leland
Avenue, Grand Rapids, to Prairie Lake, desecribed as follows, and order the
same opened as a county road.

Original petition attacheds
To the County Commissioners of Itasca Co.

Ve the undersigned residents of the County of Itassca do respectfully
solicit that you order a bridge to be built across the Mississippi River
at the end of the state road on Leland Avenue, the plan and cost of said
bridge to be decided on by your board.

Charles Kearney We Ve fuller Clark Clay

John Beckfelt Robts MeCabe Ce De Lyon

Ee We Fuller Ge We Keithly As Hardison
Thomas Irainer Geos Ldwards Jack Murphy

Jack Nelson Chase Je Blreh Os Graham

Andrew McLoud M. Jordan James MoNally
Thomaes Smith Me Le Toole Vme Napr (Naprs?)
Te P« Denson Hugh Breckenridge Robe« Russell
William Martin Me Guittar Cs Ee¢ Ce Smith (7)
We Do Leeman Gs We Clark Hank Ketohim

Ira Bs Strout Duncan Harris Jas, Grady

Aes Ms Johnson Me As Vipods Ee Ne Lewis

Fe He Bell Dave Hdwards Wm, Nielson

The following Bills were presented and paids

L« Fs Enox Je MeDonAld = = » = = = = « « 32,00
Chas Xehl = = = = 3.00
Jde Paterson = « = = «w w &« = « 5,00
We Vo Fuller « « = « = =« « « 2,00
Ay Grant, Lbre = = = = « = = 16,38
25 days 8@lf = = = « = « =« = 7,50
2 days board meeting « = = =« §,00

$41.86

A. T+ Nason On road 2% day8 = = = « « = = $ 7.50
Board meeting, 2 days - « = ~ 6,00
213450

Ce 4o Buell On road 1f days = = = = = = «=§ 4,50
Board meetingse = w = « = « « 6400
G10.50

Moved Buell'’s Bill allowed. C{arried. Moved A. T+ Nason bill be
allowed., Carried. L. ¥, Knox bill on motion allowed. Orders drawn for
the above bills.

As T« Nason
Le #4 Knox
Cs Aw Buell
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Speeial lMeeting of the board of County Commissioners Feb, 165th, 1890,

Present, 4. 1. Nason, L. ¥, Knox, C. 44 Buell

&+ Yo Bayne & Co. presented bill for first bill due in payment for
bridge at Grand Rapids.

Iwo orders drawn on the county treasury eash for Five hundred dollars,
and delivered to MelLean, p. order of A. Y. Bayne & Co.

As Te HNBson
Le #, Knox
Cs As Buell

Special Meeting of the Uounty Commissioners of Itasca (os

Present L. ¥, Knox, Cs A« Buell, Inspected the bridge across the
Miss, River and found it according to contract. An order from As Y Bayne
& Co. received and accepted,

Amts due according $3360400

Amts due approach 50400

Amts due @3400 00
Order paid, and orders paids 3 orders, each {$1000,00
1 order 400,00

Le ¥y Knox
Ce 4s Buell

- e am e e e W W

Special meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of Itasca Cosy Minn
March 24th, 18%0

Present A. 2, Nason, L. ¥, Knox, C. 4, Buell,

Petition presented for a road starting from Bass Brook running in a
south-easterly direction near Pokegama Falls, through Grand Rapids, La
Prairie, crossing Prairie River and ending near the mouth of Blackberry
Brooks Petition of Charles Kearney, John Beckfelt and others.

Petition filed and road ordered viewed.

A, T, Nason

Le Fo EKnox
Ce A- Buall

Original petition attached.
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To the County Commissioners of Itasca County.

We the undersigned inhabitants of Itasea County do solieit that you
have a county road surveyed and built, starting from the mouth of Bass
Brook or near there, running thence south easterly by Pokegama Fall, thence
by the most passable route to 3rd Street N in the Townsite of Grand Rapids,
along sald street to La Prairie thence to Prairie River near H. N Bridge
and on to Blackberry Brook, the exact location to be determined on by the
County Commissioners snd the County Surveyor.

Charles Kearney We 85, Neal A+ 0s Wilder
John Beckfelt Wme ¥inn Js Re Marshall
Harry Sheils Be Cs Finmegan Ce Co Miller
Charles He Sileg Aw M. Elmslie Fo 8o Churchill
As A4 Ghﬂ.ﬂe Mes As WQOds Ee Wo Fuller
Geo. Lothrop Jamss Sherry Les Sawyer
Be Go Sims Fe As Clarkson Je Ae Jackson
James MeNally George We Vlark Dan Smith

Ghas. B. Leeman Pat Vaughn

Grand Rapids, May 14th, 1890.

A special meeting of the board of County Commissioners of Itases County.
Present, A, T, Nason, L. P, Xnox, C. S. Buell.

The report of the Deputy County Commissions E. R, Lewis of the survey
of county road from Grand Rapids to Prairie Lake presented, to wit;

Mimtes of a survey for a public highway made this 12th day of Nove
ember A. Uy 1890 by order of the County Commissiomers of Itasca County,
Minn,

Commencing at & stake on line between section sixteen (18) and Twenty-
one (21) Twenty chains east of corner of section sixteen (16)& seventeen
{(17) twenty (2C) and twenty-one (21) town 55 W 25 W. from thence north
twonty—five chains and fifty (50) links to angle corner (stake) thence
north 11° 30', West five (B) chains to cornmer (stake).

Thence North 51°30' W nine (9) che to ang. cors (stake)

Thence North 43°30' W ten (10)fifty~five (55) limks to 1/4 sec. post
between sec. sixteen (16) & seventeen (17)

Thence North on line between sectiona sixteen & seventeen (16 & 17)
twenty-three chains to stake on W. chain south of lake.

Thence east seven (7) chains IJ & £ifty (50) links to angle cor.
Thence N, 428 sast three (3) chains to angle corner (stske).

Thence N. 18 50" E, five (6) chs 21 1+ to ang. cor.

Thence N, 53 E twelve (12 che 50 1. to angs cor.

Thence N. 26° B two (2) eh 94 1. to secs L« between Sec. sixteen (16)
and nine (9) fifty links east of meander cor. on lake.

The same conrse fifty-six (66) L. to ang. Cor.

Thence N. 30* east two (2) ehs 5O links to ang. cors

Thence N. 30° west two chains 50 links to ang. cors

Phence N. 39° 30! west six (6) ech and 50 1., to ang. cor.
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Thence N. 49° 30' west eleven {11) oh. 50 L« to angs cor.

Thence Xe 41 west 8ix (6) chs 50 L. to ange cors
Thence H. 47° 50' weat B che 15 Ls to stakes on line between Section
8 and 9 - 66 links. north of Meander post on lake,
Thence N« on line between sec. 8 & 9 fifteen ch. 17 links to 1/4 sec.

poste

Thenge same gourse forty (40) che to 1/4 8egd. post.
Thence same course thirty-eight (38) ch B0 links to cor. of sections
four (4) and five (5) on north boundary of Tp. 556~25 § 4th P. M.

Thence same course on line between Hecs. Thirty-two and thirty-three
(32 & 33) town féfty-six, Range twenty-five W, forty (40) chs to 1/4
8eCes poste

Thence same course forty (40)‘'chs to cor of sec. 28-25, 32 & 33,
Thence north on line between Hece. 28 & 29 twenty-two (22) ch. to stake
on bank of Prairie Lake.

Also commencing on corner of Hection, secs, 28, 29, 32 & 33
Thence West on line between 32 & 29 20 ch to stakes on Bigfork road.
L

Mag. bearing 8° 30t//, Dudy certified by E. R. Lewis
Depty. Surveyor.

Minutes of a survey for & public highway made this day of April 1880, by
order of the County Commissioners of 4taseca Cos, Minn,

Commencing at a stake on the east bank of Basa Brook Ne. 10° E of cen~
ter of Rye. survey 1 che 10 links and 76 links east of Brook, the same being
in see ten (10) Town 55 N Range 26,

Thence South 64° E. 20 chs to stake No. 1

Thence same course 20 Ch. to 3take Noe 2

Thence same course 20 che. to stake noe 3.

Thence same courSe 20 ch. to stake nos 4.

Thence same course 20 chs to Btake no, b

Thence asame course 20 chs to stake nos 6

Thence same course 20 che to stake nos Te

Thence South 100 W, 2 che 51 links & course by right of way cpposite
Pokegama Falls,

Thenece Scuth 50' E 20 ch to stake no. 8

Thence South 50" E 20 che to stake noe 9.

Thence south 50' E. 2 ch 84 L. to line between townships 55 N.
Re 20 Wo &nd 56 Nu & 26 Ve 15 ch & 15 links N. meander post on bank of
Mississippi river.

Thence South 50° B 17 ch 16 L to stake No. 10

Thence same course 20 ch to stake no 1lls

Thence same course 20 ch to stake no 12

Thence same course 14 ch 66 linke to ang. corner.

Thenee 5 68 E 5§ ch 45 links %o steke No. 13

Thence 8. 66° Fe 10 oh 45 links to ang. cors

Thence H, 73 E 10 ch to stake No. 14.

Thence 8, 76° B 10 oh to ange GOre




Thence § 81° E 10 che to stake nos 15.

Theuce Zast 20 chains to staze noe 16.

Thence Zaat 20 ghaius to atake no0. 17s

Thence same course 2 chains 83 links intersecting Grand Raplds townsite
geven feet north of center of 3rd St.

Thenge east along center of 3rd St. 20 ¢ch. to line bet. sega, 20 & 21,
Thence same course 20 ch. to Leland Ave.

Thence same course 20 che to 1/4 sece. llne,

Thence same course 20 che to 1/8 secs line,

Thence south on sald line 6 c¢he 54 links to stake 133 ft, north of
center of right of way.

Thence south 643" B. 10 ch to stake no. 1

Thence same course 10 ch. to atake no. 2

Thense same course 1 ch. 89 links to section line intersected 60
links north of 1/4 sec. post between section 21 & 22 -~ 5b-28,.

Thense sane course B che 11 links to stake nos 3

Thence same gourse 10 chs to stake no. 4

Thence same gourse 10 sh. to stake no. 5

Thence same course 10 chs to stake no« 6

Thence same course 10 chs to stake no.7

Thence same ocourse 10 ch. to stake no. 8

Thence south 75% 4 chs to center Russel Avenue in La Prairie Townsite
Thience east on said avenue 5 ghe 15 l. to center of River St.

Thenge south on River 8%s 11 che 61 links to center Manson Ave.
Thence east on Manson Aves b che 76 links to center of Fisher St.
Thenoe south on Fisher 8t. § ch. 76 links to center of Smith Ave.
Thence east on Smith Ave. 11 che Bl links to center of 2nd St.

Thencs south on Second Sts D che 76 links to ceunter of Shaw Aves
Thence east on Shaw Ave, 1l che 51 links to center of Fourth St.
Thence south on Fourth St. 5 che 76 links to center of Duluth Ave.
Thence east on Duluth Ave, 11 chs Bl links

Thence Last & che 26 links to steke.

Thence South 76° Be 9 che 95 lluks tc atake

Thence South 10° W. 3 ch. to bank of Prairie River

Thence South 10° west 2 ch. 42 links to stake on south bank of river.

Duly certified by
E. By Lewis
Deputy Coe Surveyor.

Reports of E. R. Lewis acceptsd and ordered recorded,

Notices fixing lMonday the 26th deay of May 1890 for the voard to meet
to receive bids for opening said roads from between Pokegama Falls &
Prairie River and between Grand Raplds & McoKinney Lake ordered posted in
three conspiouous places on line of sald roads,

Notices fixing tne date June 21st 1850 for receiving bids for the
construction of a combination wood and iron bridge across Prairie River
below the ﬂ#ﬁ Ds & We Ry. Bridge, and fixing the Fraser House, L& Prairie
as the placge of said meeting ordered published ani posted in three cone
splcuous places,
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Bill of b, R, Lewis, Deputy Surveyor, ordered as followsj
0 9 days surveying at $4.00 per day $36,00
Po Be Le Lewis, 3 days at §2.00 6,00
Allowed §42.00

Allowed and ordered paid.

Bill of 4,7, Nason :
To self, 4% days on road
To Douglass, J days
Jo Johnson, 1/2 day
Henry Hart, 1/2 dsy
3 days attendance board
Allowed

Bill L. # Knox
To 648 ft. lumber Jl7.50
1 padlock
1 ghain
b days on road
4 days on board
Allowed

Ce A, Buell bill
4% doys on road
4 days att, on board
Mileage, 4 days, 40¢ each
Allowed

Woods & Dailey
Bill Ce. N. Nelson L. Cos
for Lumber
Less Freight

1t pmt, on bridge
Allowed

.'ai T.
Le Fo
Qo Ay

May 26th, 1890

Board met as per notices. Bids recsived for rosd from Grand Rapids
Townalte to La Prairie %o G. W. Kelthley from stake one (1) to nine (9)
for Two Hundred and Twenty-five dollars (§225.00).

Road contract made with E. Tully from Platt of Grand Rapids to sec.
line betwsen 8 & 9, for $350.00

Road between Urand fapids & Pokegamm Falls to Charles Kearney & @, W,
Keithley for $1000.00

Bridge aoross Llk Hiver on Prairie Lake rond to Woods & Dailey for
$875.00.

Ce Ao Buell




(12)

To the Gounty Commissioners of Itaseca County.

We the undersigned Inhebitents of Itasea Co. do solicit that you have
& road surveyed and made in as direct and passable a course as possible,
to start from the end of the bridge on Leland Avenue, Grand Rapids, thence
to Pokegama Lake., The route to be determined onm by the County Commissioners,

Charles Xearney Ve E, Nezl Le 8, Card
John Beckfelt Wme Winn Robt. McCabe
Harry Sheils Bs Co ¥innegan John MeDomald
Charles H, Seley Me Re "oodsa Anthony lMcAlpine
Ay As Chase Hank (ale Alfred Keniston
Geo. Lothrop Ulrique Collett Re J. Breckenridge
Be Fo Sims Frank Howard Ge We Kelthly
James MoNally Matt Xearney amos Forsyth
Dunean Haryis

Grand Bapids, Minn,, May 29th, 1890

Meeting of the County Commissioners of Itasca County, Minn, Present
As Ty Nason and L, ¥, Knox,

It was ordered that the order be drawn to Woods & Dailey in full pay-
ment for 51k Hiver Bridge after said bridge had been duly accepted as per
contract made with said Woods & Dalley.

Order # 29 $300,00
Order #30 218.%0
Order # 31 200400
Order # 32 200,00
Order #33 200,400

4 petition for a wason road beginning at the bridge at Leland Avenue
in Grand Rapids running thence to Pokegana Lake on the most feasable route
duly signed was presented by Chas Kearney.

On motion the same was duly authorized to be lsyed out and the sur-
véyor ordered to proceed at once in said work., 4 petition for a road to
be layed out between La Prairie and what is known as the Diamond Iron Mine
was presented by Cs 4, Buell and the same was ordered layed over till next
meeting.

No other business to be transacted the meeting was adjourned sine die.
As Ly Kason

Le #s Xnox
C¢ As Buell




{13)

Grand Hapida, June 213t, 1890,

In pursuance to notice the Soarxrd of County Comuissioners of ltasca
County met at the Fraser house La Prairle at 9 o'clock A. M t0 receive
bids for the construction of a combination wood and lron bridge to cross
Prairie HRiver below the Ry. bridge. Present, A, T, Nason, L. ¥+ Knox,
and G. As &’511&11;

Bilds ree'ds from
As Yo Bayne & Co. $16800400
Woods & Daley 2200,00
Chas Kearuey 1500.0
G« ¥s Hewitt 22450400

Board without action adjourned until 2430 Ps Ms to L. #o Enox store
Grand Replds.

Grand Rapids, 2430 P, Ms Meeting ocalled according to adjournment.
All bide rejecteds A. Y. Bayne plaus & specifications adopted and meeting
called 2t the Fraser Houge Lo Prairie, Vednesday July 2nd at 0430 e Me
to recelve sdealed bids on the snme and notlces ordered posted.

Order given to VWoods & Daily for bridge across Elk River on Prairie
River nRoad

34 $400400

36 $R00,00

28 §278.00

37

Ces ds Buell

Atts Bds & Mileage §6.80

AdJourned.

A T, EKason
O As Buell
Ls & Knox

Grand Dapids, June 25, 1890,

At a meeting of the county comuisaioners, present A. 7. Nason, Chairman,
Lie Po Xnox.

4 petition for » wagon road starting from meander post on east shors of
MoKinney lake between Sectlons 8 & 16, thence in 2 northeasterly course te
what is known as Prairie River Falls., Thence in the most prasticsl and direct
route to Ironm mines situate in Section 22, Town 55 of He We, We of 4th Ps M.
was presented by Charles MoGregor, duly signed, On motion the same was
ordered to be surveysd and layed out, and the county surveyor ordersd to
proceed to survey such road at onse,

Meeting adjourned sine die.
As 2, Rason
Le # Xnox
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To the 3o0ard of Uounty Comulssioners of Itasea County, Minn.

e the wndersigned actual settlors of Itasca County petition you %o
lay out and sstabllsh a highway comaencing near meander post vetween Seow
tion 9 and 16 on east shore of McKinney Lake, thence in a northeasterly
gourse to the foot what veing knowa as lower Prairie River falls being
located in Section 34, 9. 566, R. 25, thence the most practical & direct
route to Section 22 in Yownship B6, Range 24 W,

Charles MoGregor, Diamond mine. Andrew Pederson, Diumond mine,
Morris W, Hostetter, Diamond mine. Nils O Gorden, Diamond mine,
Joshue Murray, Diamond mine. (?hos.?) 4+ Howie, " "
James Bullard, Dismond méne. Harmon Lee, Diamond mine
Samls Yoodman, Diamond mine. De No Nelson, La Prairie
Richard Roberts, Diamond mine, Emil Anderson, Diamond mine
James Jzgkman, Diamond mine, BemijJam Conuers, Dismond mine
William Thomas, Diamond mine, Ee Ps Lewis, Grand Rapids
We Lamson, Yiamond mine, Fred Collett, Grand Rapids
Swan Balkenhouse, Pimmond mine, Mo S+ Lillibridge, North Star Mining
Jens J. Seltun, Diamcnd mine. Chas. Bawyer, Duluth, Minn,
Joseph Deurin, Dismond mine. Juoe Gilieson, Grand Rapids
Olai J. Seltun, Diamcad mine Geos As Fay, Ne S¢ I+ Cos
Charley L. Carlson, Jismond mine. be Jo Foley, He 84 I¢ Cos
Pat Vaughen, Diamond mine, Dan Pratt, Ne 3¢ 1. Yo.
Louies St. Julien, Dismond mine, He By Dunn, N S¢ I. Cou
Charles Kearmey, Grand Rapids John Dowd, Ne 8¢ I. Cos

Robert Glass, Grand Rapids,

e mE A W e W s e W e e e o e

At & meeting of the Commivsioners of Itasca County, Minn, July 30th,
1890, Present, .. T, Nason, Chairmen, L. ¥, Knox, Cs A+ Buell.

Bill, John Johnson for work on MoKinney Lake road approaches. Allowed
and order issued, No. 36 78198 85400

Ee Tully work on MeKinney Lake Road accepted and orders issued for
payment of same, according to contract Koe 40 378400
Foe« 41 68,00
loe 42 68,00
Noe 45 68,00
Bue 44 68400

Le ¥ Knox, Cs A. Buell

aoem o W e e o e % N AR e e

At an adjourned meeting at the Fraser Houss July Znd 1890 to receive
for the construction of a bridge aorossfﬁfli Prairie River, bids were
received from

de Yo Banye % Co. $1347.00
8¢ le Hewitt 1287,00
Charles Kearney 1500.00

The bid of §, M, Hewitt was received & contract awarded according

to plans filed, and contract filed, Le Fo Knox, Cs A. Buell,
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Grand Rapida, sugust l4th, 1890.

Meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of Itasea Co. held at
Knox Store. Present, A. 7. Nason, L. ¥ Knox, C, 4, Buell,

Petition of county road here annexed taken up, and same ordered sur-
veyed from Sece. cOr. between secs. 22, 23p 26 & 27, Town 55, Range 25, to
some point near the lower falls on Prairie River to intersect with road
at that place, and the county surveyor ordered to proceed with such work,

Orders Issuedg

No. 45 liike Donovan ¥ 18.26
Nos 46 4, McIntosh 18,35
Noe 47 John (Mumy?) 18.25
Hoe. 48 E. R, Lewis 77.50
Hoe 49 Charles Kearney 200,00
No. 50 Charles Kearney 200,00
Nos. Ble.Charlea Kearney 600,00
Hos 52 A« T, Nason 50,00
No. 53 John Cosgrove 13.37
Noe 54 Ce 4, Buell 15,00
Ko« 56 E« Res Lewis 40,00
Nos 56 E, Re Lewis 40,00
Nos. 57 John Beckfelt 1531.93

As Te Nason

Ce 44 Buell
Le F. Knox

Sept. 6th, 1890, Meeting of the Co. Doard of Itasca County.

Meeting held in L. ¥, Knox store. Present, A. T. Nason, L. 7. Knox
Ce 4, Buell,

4 petition of Hall & Duey L. Co. and others presented for road from
Swan River Station to Swan River Station. Acted on and ordered viewed.

The following bills allowed;
Wime (Cublen?) ¢ 44.86
88 Wm, Baldway 49,60
94 Frank Louder 42,10
97 John Riley 47.20
Geos Arscott 169,52
Nels Holmes 56460
Geo. Forsyth 52482
96 James Whalen 54,156
Frank Gleason 48,35
58 Oliver Nelson 43,47
60 Ray Hanson 8.75
70 Pat Varley 55,356
61 Jack Hannah 185656
62 John North 32.35
63 James Levitt 52,13
64 Jo Jackson 564375
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66 Peter Lygraph § 39,06
66 M. Js Garrity 16,50
67 John Kirby 39.90
68 Bartley Farming 85,50
69 We Jo & He Dy Powers 19,20
71 Eugene Richeleau 43,95
72 Joseph Thiffant 46.25
73 Pe He Varley 4,27
74 Sandy La Flave 45.45
75 Daniel Rodgers 76400
76 Jos, lMayas 12,00
77 Charles Kearney 26,00
78 E, Re¢ Lewis 3200
79 Geoe L. ulafk 10400
80 -Ws Potter & Co. 14410
81 J« H. Dunning 23460
82 John Beckfelt 45,83
83 Charles Kearney 46,00

(Items 82 & 83 were crossed out in the
original record book,)

d¢ 1. Hason
Ls Fe Knox
0s As Buell

Sept. 13th, 1890, Meeting of County Board of Itasca Co., Present, L. F.
Knox, Ce 4o Buells 7The following bills allowed

Ce #s Buell Bill
Supplies
12 days work on road
2 days board meeting
91 PA Be Rs Smith P.0
82 John Beckfelt
83 Charles Kearney
84 Thos. Hoban
86 Wells Stone Mers Cos .
86 S s Hewitt & Co
87 A Fletcher
88 Elija Tully
89 John Lynch
90 Le Fl Knox
92 A+ T+ Fason
93 B« L. Lewis

As L& Nason
Ls Fs Knox
Ce An Buell
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Octs 10th, 189C, Meeting of County Board held at Knox Store, Grand Rapids,
Present, 4, T, Nason, L. ¥. Knox, C, 4, Buell,

Bridge across Prairie River built by 5., M. Hewitt accepted and balance
eue to be paid $787.00,

Following bills allowed;

As Ee Wilder, 17 days work

on road @ 34.00
John Seott, 3% days on road 6475
Wells Stone Mer. Co. 26,20
Henry Richards 13 day 19,60
Wme Dixon work on state road 100,00
John North 6400
Charles Kearney bridge 426,00

As T Nason
Cs de Buell
Ls Ea Knox

Nove 22nd, 1890, Meeting of the Board of County Comnissioners of Itasca
County held in Knox Store., Present, A. T, Nason, L« #. Knox, C. 4. Buell
Orders givens

Order Noe. 100 S. M. Hewitt $787.00
Order Nos 101 A« Eo Wilder 34,00
Order Nos 102 John Scott 6,76
Order No. 103 Wells Stone Co. 28,420
Order Noe. 104 Henry Richards 19,60
Order Nos 105 Wm. Dixon 100,00

Bills allowed

Fe W, HNoble $ 6,00

Bill of T, J« Beely for

work on Swan River road 316400
Allowed,

Bills John Paulson

One 16.50

One 16426

Laid over for approval of (ounty BUrVEeyor.

Bill Andie Hutchinson $ 22,15
Payable P. Mo (Kim?) & Co.
Allowed.

Bill Chas Kearney $264,95
Allowed

Orders given;

106 75 Je Feely $016400
107 P. McKim & Cos 32.52
108 Chas Kearney 264,95
109 H. B. Knudsenn(John North) 6.00
110 #s W Noble 6400
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Surveys of county road from Grand fapids to Diamond and from La Prairie
to Prairie River Falls accepted and ordered forwarded to Co. Auditor.

durvey of road to Pokegama Lake from Grand Rapids accepted and ordered
recorded in Registers office.

Bill for surveying,; B. R. Lewis $122.00
Allowed,

111 Order for Bals §80,00

No other business, the board adjourned.
Cs ds Buell

L« ¥4 Knox
As T4 Rason

S ke R S ws ee G we Me o gm e A e W e

Grand Rapids, Minn, Jan, lst, 1891

Board of county commissioners of Itasce County met at Knox store.
Present, 4, T, Nason, L. ¥, Knox, & C, 4, Buell,

Billsg

Ae 7. Nason, attendance board §15,00
6 meetings,

L. F. Enox, attendance board

meetings, 5 days 318,00
Ce Aes Buell, attendance board

five meetings $16.00
Oscar Mather, Lbr. for bridges §12,00
Bills allowed and ordered paid.

Bill L. ¥, Knox for Printing
Qos Order Books 6+35
Ordered paid,

On motion of L. ¥, Knox there being no further business the board
adjourned @ine die.

As ©o Nason
Lie Eo Knox
cc ";n Buell




Itasca County History.

Signers of Petition for Incorporation of Deer Riv

l. Angus MeciIntosh
2e Go As fuller

Ss Juse As Quigg

4, We As Everton

B¢ Do De MoLen:

6. Jaas, Adverton

T¢ We ¥y 8ime

8s George A, Eokart
9¢ Mike FPlannigan
30, S. Me Brandon
1lle D¢ Ce Huson

12, Wm, Lumley

13. Sandy O'Hair
14, Joe lievuex

15- f. 00 HOku

16, Hs Cs Tuller
17. Le Je Turpenning
18, Joseph Erickson
19, John McDonald
20, George lartins

P
> 1
Lo
23
oA
~re
206
200
o
~ie

284
a9
e
Jle
Sie
a3
Ohe
She
36e
37e
38,
39

r, Januery 10, 1898,

Joe Donietle
Arthur Maule

/e Je Govdeleile
e Ae Johnson
Martin Fisher
Chingse 5S¢ Hildreth
\dy Morrisey
Lewis Crits

Me Je faylor
Chass Fe Swanson
Fe 8o Churchill
Chase Barrett
James Balley

Je We Johnson
Fisbee Badser
Geoe o MoGraw
Ze HNelson

Ce Ve Robinson
We Je Coffron




Itasen County History.

Census taken 19th day of November, 1897, within limits of proposed incorporation
of Deer River,
4“\68 Age

le William Je Coffron 40 ble lrs, Jolm MeDonald 28
2e¢ Ce Wy Hobinson S5 62+ Ada Indberg £0
de Ae 0s Lind 26 63s Thursa Sterling 18
4o Jeo Ge Hofers 51 54, Harvey laule 9
H¢ Fo Baker : 5be¢ Sandy Phari 37
6+ George lMeGraw 56. Je Goodall 30
7« James Everton BY 67. Ed Nogle 23
8s We Aé Bverton 2 584 Be Co Shurtlifsf 60
9« Ds Cs Euson 2 69+ Mrs. Bs Ce Shurtliff 41
10, lirs, De Cs Hason 20 60, Wme Linnley &8
11, Mrs, James Lverton 54 6le Wme Knauf 36
12, lMrs. W &, bverton 2 62+ Charles Rife 45
13+ James Everton, 2nd 8 63« Charles Vright 30
14, Frank Je LaPsuit 47 64, Dolph White 33
154 Malon Avery 43 Bf. Ps« Re Brooks

16 Mrs. Malon Avery 17 66+ Mrs. Pe ids Brooks 18
17, Chass He #fulwood 40 67, Pete Hanson 38
18, Geo. Lindon 68+ Ae D Brooks

19, We Wy Goodwin 69e Mrs., As De Brooks 650
20 William Bain 70« Ed Malloy 49
2le Fred L. Churchill ' 71 Baby Brooks 3
22e¢ Mrs, &tta Carchill : 72« George Flanders 38
234 Charles Grand 6 73+ John A, McDonald 60
24, Ole Swanberg 74. Joe Lricson 2
2bs Fe 0. Johnson : 7He Andrew Sundvalt 32
26« Tom Roby 76« lellie Halvorsen 16
27+ Wms Milliken 77+ Mrse. Thomas Ralph 60
26. Joseph Milliken 78+ Thomas W, Halph 11
29, B¢ 84 Boda ‘ 79, Harvey Ralph 8
30e Re O Mitchell & 80+ Sanford H« Halph 2
3les John Foleo 8ls Fe 54 Cuirns 4
32s Gus Stronger 62+ Lizzie Mmrray £9
33s De Ds MoLeman 36 83, Annie dailor 30
34e Je Ve Nelson 84 Cora Davis 25
3be Ezra Haley 88+ Andy Morrisey 40
J6s John Scott & 86e¢ Ps Oe¢ Bohn 45
37« Fo Urew 46 87. Annie Bohn 39
38s Jo ¥, Sailor 38 88+ Nina Bohn 16
39. Mra, Ch!’lﬂ. I‘.}’"xn . 89. Selms Bohn 14
40, Geo. Rancor &( 90+ Oscaer Sohn 11
4ls Aleck Maulsa 3 91s Sylvanus Brandon

42+ John Erwin 38 92+ He Ees Shawon 23
43¢ Je As Jennings : 93+ Sam Haley 2l
44, John 0Olson 94. Je Curo 24
45, Andrew Engstrom 954 Go Hatherington 24
46, John MeDonald 96, llarguerite liatherington 3
47+ 0s Vs Ericson 97. John Mahoney 50
48, William Smith :

49, We Js Kelly Je¢ Ae Bowman, Jr., Enumerator. Sworn to
50s Tom Smith g before M. J« Paylor, LYown Clerk.
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JL0RY OF DTHK TURILE MOuND

Once the Chippewa Nation was in the Great Lakes country.

They moved toward the west, always fighting the Sloux. Inithe very
early days a band of the Chippewas reached the Lake of the Woods and
the Rainy Lake region. 7The Sioux ~nd the Uhippewas were fighting back
and forth all the time,

In this Rainy Lake band there was s young man, <his young
man had dreams. In these dreams he found that he was supposed to take
a bunch of men and start looking for the Sioux. fhis young man was sn
orphan, His mother and father had died when he was a child.

After he got to be old enough he invited men of his tribe to
a certain places The first thing they always did when they had a meet-
ing was to have tobacco and smoke together. After smokingy the young
man told the group that he had s trip to make where the Sioux were. He
aliced for men to volunteer to go with him, ite a few volunteered to
g0 with him--fifteen provably.

This young man was raised in Canada and had never been here
(¥innibigoshish)s He came up with this bunch of men,  followed the Big
Fork river. They got to where Inger is, and there they found a couple
of mounds. This was according to his dreams (Lhese mounds were where
the Sioux lived. In my great=grandfather's time they lived inside of
these mounds., In case of trouble they cldimed it was so herd to get at
the Sloux living inside these mounds, ) They found two mounds, but there
was no one theree VWhen they found there was no one there, they went
across the rivere Lhere, where the trail is, all footprints led west.

#hen they made the portsge it was getting darke The young

who was lemding them told the other memoers of his party to go dow

In a ravine while he talked to the Spirit. -hey went down there, and

the young man ment into a sort of trance and called the Spirit. The




Turtle lMound -« 2.
Spirit told him to make this figure of a turtle. ©There was a head facing
west toward the enmemy., The Spirit also told him to make the tracks of a
glant. These head south on the west side of the turtles These tracks

are avout thirty inches long, and wide in proportlione There were only
about five or six of these tracks., 1 have seen these tracks, supposed %o
be thoae of a giant.

He waa there talking to the Spirit for wquite a while, After he
got through, he called the members of his party up. They all sat around in
a circle, around the turtle. While the party was down in the ravine and
he was talking to the Spirit he made the Turtle Mound and the tracks of
the giant. He said to them "There is a lake. Our enemy is not very far
from here. I want about three volunteers to make thls trip before day=-

lighte There is 2 big body of water west of use" Three men volunteered,
&

He told them to go in this direction (west) through a thoroughfare. (That

2

is where Williams Narrows is today.) "When you get there it will be just

coming daylight. Look to your left. You will see something white. Do

not disturb thate There is a big swan there, resting, Be very careful
not to disturb ite You will see woods across the mimmmm water. That is
the point. If you look at the trees you will see a place that looks low.
It is not really low, the trees just are not as tall as the others around
Make for that, "hen } get there be very ocareful, do not make any
You will meet your eénemy on that knoll."
The three volunteers went through the thoroughfarees When they
the open water they saw something white, It waa a swan resting
theres They were careful not to disturb it 4 for the low

place in the trees ahead.




Turtle Mound - 3.

The Sioux were having some kind of doings. When the Chippewas
pulled up there with their cance they were careful not to meke any noise.
When they went up on the land they met scouts. The Sioux had scouts
looking every day for enemies, They met at the peak of this knoll.

They started shooting at éach other, and the Chippewas put the run on
the Sioux.

When the Sioux took for their canoce the Chippewas grabbed
their canoe, made the portage and chased the Sioux. There were three
Indians in each cance, Two paddled, and the third one did the shooting.
Before the dam was made, there msed to be & big sand bar there. The
Sioux made for that. The Chippewas were gaining on them. The Sioux in-
tended to rum with the canoe the length of the sand bar, and get a good
start on the Chippewas. The Chippewas had wounded the Sioux who was do-
ing the shooting, and when the Sioux canoe struck the sand bar the

wounded Sioux fell out. The other two Sioux did not have time to stop

and take him along. When the Chippewas came up they scalped this Sioux.

This was for evidence that they had met the Siouxs They discovered that
this Sioux had his fingers and toes off. They figured he must have frozen
them at some time or other. That was why they named it Cut Foot Sioux
lake (Ge Gesh Kee Se Tay Bom Nee Sah Ga E Gun)s In the early days be-
fore this trouble the Sioux called this Net Lake (Gah Ah Sah Be Ga Maugh).
The Chippewas looked over and could see hundreds and hundreds
of Sioux coming down to the water, The Chippewas saw they were out=-
numbered, so they turned back and reported to the head man. He decided
they were too badly out-numbered, so they went backe.
The Sioux and Chippewas had many battles after that at this

same place. After the Sioux would get the best of the Chippewas they




Turtle Mound - 4,

would turn the head facing east. When the Chippewas won, they would
turn the head facing west. From all this changing of the head of the
turtle the first mound grew to be increased many times to its present
sige. The trouble went on and on for years. Finally, the Sioux could

not defeat the Chippewas, and turn the head back. So today the head

is turned to the west,

This is the story of the Turtle Mound as it was told to me by

one of the old warriors.

Edward Malcolm Wilson
President of the Chippewa Indians
of Minnesota.




Grend Rapids Herald Report = Summer

August 20, 1940

August 3, 1932

Ep ke tanse

"Frank L. Vance came to Grand Rapids at about the turm of the cenbury.
For awhile he conducted a store inm this vicinibty. Then he went to Deer River where
he opened one of the first sbores in that village. When Desr River bécame too
settled for his pioneer desires he went way up on the Bigfork. There for many years
he was a leading character of a great section.

"Not all of the stories which F. L. Vance told could be believed, though

he never told a story designed to hurt anyone,or for his own personal advantage. He

probably had the title of being the best lmown exaggerator in Itasca cowumbty, for such

a man could not be called a liar. His stories were made up to fit the credulity of
his listeners. The more they would believe, the better would be his stories.
"However, despite his proclivities for story telling, Frank Vance did
make a very important conbtribution to the industry of this section and his day. The
Popple river and the lakes near to it were filled with wild rice. Mr. Vance became
a wild rice enthusiast. He knew that it was good to eat and he wished the world to
know it. Consequently he was probably the first man in northern Minnesota to com-
morcialize wild rice. He harvested it, treated it, even made some of it into flour,
and he introduced its use into many hotels in many a section. From his actbivities
F. L. Vance became known as the 'Wild Rice King'. He told stories of how much rice
he would harvest and sell. Despite the fact that his stories might have included
some important exaggerations, it is the truth that he did receive and ship a large

smount of wild rice, and he merited the title that was bestowed upon him.




F. L. Vence - {continued)

August 3, 1932

"Prank Vance believed thet the wild rice could be commercialized
successfully and in this respect he had more vision than most people. Being of an
inventive turn of mind he created & method of harvesting the rice in a mechanical
way. A large revolving reel, similar to that upon a grain binder, knocked the rice
from its stalks into a flat boat. Then it was roasted in an arrangement somewhat
1like that used in roasting peanuts, and finally hulled in much the same manner as
the white rice of the south. While Mr. Vence talked of his operations in scores
of tons of wild rice, the fact is that he did produce a great meny hundreds of
pounds each year, and in some seasons his production ran into & good many tons.
This was shipped to hotels and restaurants and Mr. Vance was in receipt of a large
number of letters from famous cooks telling of the use of wild rice and the de-
mand for it among their patrons.

"In later years Mr. Vance told of his communications with the Japanese
government in reference to rice. To what extent he ever dealt with that government

was not kmown. Mr. Vance believed that the Minmnesota wild rice would grow well in

-

China and Japan under some of the conditions existiEF in those countries, and that
if enough of it could be produced here and sent ove Aseed there would be no more

starvation in the far east. At least his idea in this matter received some official
attention across the Pacific though from them nothing definite everﬁcomaé,;;*giﬁ?“"digqaaq;
as knowne.

"In addition to harvesting wild rice and treating it for shipment, Mr,
Vance was one of the early purchasers of rice from the Indiens. The machine for
harvesting wild rice did not prove successful during all seasons. Moreover there

grow up & sentiment against the use of machines in harvesting wild rice which has
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made these machines now unlawful by an act of the legislature. It was felt that

the harvesting of wild rice was an industry which belonged to the Indians. So thus

jt is that wild rice now is harvested by the Indians, men, women and children, work=-
ing in boats or canoces and then drying and cleaning the product in cemp or by the
wigwem. When the wild rice is poor or the prices are low, the Indians feel a real
depression, For some years the price was quite high, a fact which added materially
to the prosperity of the Chippewas."

Probably Frank Vence's most famous tall yarn was the one about wound-
ing a moose on a bitter cold winter evening. He said that in chasing the wounded
enimal he became confused as to directions and lost his way. Finally he overtook
the moose and killed it. FKnowing that he would surely freeze to death if he
searched for the way back to camp, he took out the moose's insides and crawled into
the carcass himself. There he kept warm and comfortable, though the moose froze
hard. Then a great pack of wolves came up end begen to feed on the carcass. This
wasn't so good. Undisturbed, they would soon eat away his armor, at points where
it was not lined with ribs and other bones, anyhow.  So he began stabbing at every
wolf that came within reach, with his long, sharp hunting kmife. Each one he
wounded was immediately set upon by the others and killed and eaten, as is their
custom. When daylight came, Mr, Vance solemmly avers, he emerged unhurt and counted
the clean-picked carcasses of smywhere from five to fifty wolves, according to the
enthusiasm and apparent credulity of his listeners.

While this wolf story may be Vance's most famous one, the Grand Rapids
Herald-Review states that "Mr. Vance adapted himself on all occasions to the
occasion," but "He was friendly, & good neighbor and a very inbteresting character.
He looked about twenty-five years younger than he actually was." He died about

1925-
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Some Educators

"Ttasoa county has been particularly attractive to school men, to those

engaged in educational work, ¥** Attracted (vhile on vacation) to the country amd

its possibilities they have later made homes here.

"pokegama lake has been particularly attractive. It was about 1902
that George B. Aiton, state highschool inspector, first came to Itasca and bought
lands. Mr, Aiton spent his summers here, clearing, developing and acquiring lands.
He took a keen interest in the agriculture of the section, and was one of the first
of the newcomers to perceive and understand the agricultural possibilities of
Itasca county. On his retirement from school work he moved to Grand Rapids.

"Neturally, Mr. Aiton's activities interested friends and acquaintemece-
engaged in educational work. Among those was W. M, West, who died in the winter
of 1930=31 ¢***

"When Mr, West left active teaching work at the University of Minne-
sota (where he taught history) he devoted himself to his writing and to farming.
(His history text-books led the field). Om the south shore of Black's arm to
Pokegama he developed a very fine farm, with large fields and commodious buildings.
Here he worked, physically and mentally, until both his work and his health made
residence at Minneapolis more desiresble.

"So much in love with Pokegama was Mr, West that he ordered that on
his death his ashes be thrown upon the surface of the lake,

"BE. B. McIntyre bought land on Pokegama and farmed and lived there for
several years. He later resumed school work and was thus engaged on the Pacific

coast for several years before his death.
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"Another man who came early to Itasca county was W, H, Hollands. He
purchased land in the Pokegama neighborhood. *** For several years he served as
superintendent of schools at Deer River.

On lower Pokegeme A. V. Storm has (check if still there?) large hold=
ings of lands and beautiful sumer homes. Mr. Storm has been interested in Itasca
county for many years, as a visitor and land owner, For about two decades he has
been head of the Department of Agriculturel Education at the University of Minnesota.
He has been a leading figure in agricultural education throughout the United States.¥¥x

"The good lands of Itasca county and the attractiveness of Pokegama
lake brought E. A. Grussendorf to this section. He developed a good farm on the
lake, while continuing his work as an educabor.x*x

"On Bowstring, school men have developed a resort which has attracted
educators from all parts of the United States.*** *

"Many distinguished persons visit Itasca ecounty during the summer.¥k
That fellow in the old khaki shirt may be & distinguished lawyer on his vacation.
This modest man may be a great doctor here for a few days fishing. Some of the
leading business men of the nation have been guests in Itasca county during the
fishing end hunting seasons.xx*"

Some very able and very fine people have taken part in Itasca's de=

velopment.
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BIRDS - Migration

The swallows are the first birds to go south from Itasca in the fall,
starting soon after midsummer. As the days grow colder, the other birds follow,
and at the same time there begins an influx into the section of several kinds of
birds from still farther north, satisfied with a Minmesota winter,

Among the interesting birds that live in Itasca region is the great

pileated woodpecker, as large as a crow, which is a sE?fEE;d, and whose numbers

are on the decrease since the big woods have gone and the small boys have come,
with their target rifles, There are many other kinds of woodpecker in the region,
but none other so large.

Another big bird of the section is the great blue heron. Several
colonies, or rookeries, are to be found in Itasca, and they are noisy places. The
largest, containing hundreds of pairs, was near Marcell. Bald eagles nest here,
also. A fact not generally kmown about this bird is that he does not get his
white head until three years of age, hence is of‘ten mistaken for a golden eagle,
when younge The brue golden eagle seldom gets quite this far north. The large
fish-hawk or osprey is here, and can often be seen soaring in cirecles over the
lakes. They can spot a two= or three-pound fish from a height so great that the
human eye can barely see them against the blue sky, and they can keep their eye
on it while they do an umerring stuka and secure their dimmer, too.

The snowy owl lives away north, coming down here to stay during our
winter. It is his Florida.

The evening grosbeak comes out of the far north to nest in northemm
Minnesota. There are at least 16 different kinds of birds that winter in the

Itasca area, among them the red crossbill, the white winged crossbill, the Bohemian
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waxwing, the goshawk, junco and the northern shrike; and several kinds of ducks
winter on Lake Superior.

"Itasca also has the Canada jay. This fellow has many aliases--
whiskey jack, lumberjack, camp robber, moose bird, gray jay--and he is exceed-
ingly teme, impudent and familiar under all of them, 8it down to eat lunch,
and there he is, talking noisily and peeking at your food umabashed., Toss him a
few crumbs and he takes it as an invitation to take off his things and spend the
day. If your motions are slow end deliberate, a perfectly strange and presumably
wild Canade Jay will come up and eat from your hand, on first sight, and withoub
any formal introduction. They are happy little chaps, and friendly.

Ttasca has ravens, also, but they usually stay hidden in the deep
woods. They look, and squawk, like a crow, but are several times as large, having
a body as large as the great loon, or a wild goose.

Dr. T. S. Roberts of the University of Minnesota, in his books deal-

ing with Minnesota birds, lists 327 species that are found in Itasca county. 35

of these stay stay there all the year round, while 42 are transient, passing through
on their way north or south in migrabion, Sixteen kinds visit Minnesota only in

the winter time.




I

¢

5

Grand Rapids Herald-Review - Summer
Aug. 20, 1940

Aug. 24, 1932

Trensportation

The first transportation into the Grand Rapids section was by water.
The first logging out of Minneapolis was on the Rum river and its tributaries. Then
operations moved northward to the upper Mississippi. There were three great logging
districts in the earlier days of Minmescta timber, one in the territory closely sur-
rounding the Twin Cities, another on the upper Mississippi, and a third in the
Duluth aree reached by the trails and rivers from the head of the lakes,

Aitkin and Brainerd were the logging headquarters of the upper Mis-
sissippi before Grand Rapids had been established end in its early days. Before
the railroad came there were two methods of getting into the Grand Rapids territory--
by river and by tote road.

The earlier method of transportation by water was by flat boats, poled
upstream. By the crooked Father of Waters it was about 170 miles from Aitkin to
Grand Rapids. With a heavily laden boat, against the current, this was a hard trip,
especially when the water was low. Later came the steamboats, which made commumi-
cation much easier.

The tote rcad ran in quite a straight line from Aitkin across the big

s —

swamp, entering the present Itasca county at Quadna LQu&én&%/;;—Hill Leke and thence
to Grand Repids along what later became part of the old Splithand roed. This could
be used only in winter, with swemp and streams frozen.

The first road morth from Aitkin which could be used in summer followed
up the benk of the Mississippi. This highway was built between 1885 and 1890, It

was not used much for through transportation, because the railroad came in soon after
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its completion, end for many years the river remained the favored means of trans-
portation during the summer.

From Grand Rapids trails and tote roads were built when logging started.
One of the best kmown of these roads ran straight north up the Prairie river, and
on in a generally northerly direction threugh, end out of, the countys. Another im-
portant trail ran eastward to Blackberry, Warbe and Swan River. Blackberry was an
important point on the river in the early days. Hundreds of oxen were pastured
there during the summer, and supplies were stored there. Another trail left the
Prairie river road near Prairie lske sand wandered off across what is now the mining
section, whose mineral riches were then unsuspected save where the earliest ex-
ploring had been begun at the Diemond Mine, near Marble.

"Another importemt road branched off from the Prairie river trail and
went towards Bigfork and the big pime that was found on the Bigfork river. This
road was later continued on to what is now Wirt, and beyond.

The man who extended this road beyond the Wirt country had a clever
scheme in mind, His name was Colwell; and his plan was to get'into this great un-
surveyed area for e winter, cut btimber that he did not own and thus make a steke
for himself. He cut out the treil, built his camps end started logging operations.
That was in about 1882. That year the great smallpox epidemic came into that area,
It created much excitement, as many lives were loste. State health officers were

called in to examine dinto the situation among the camps and settlers' homes. Small-

pox came to the quwell camps, several of his men beceme sick, doctors and others

ceme in to care for them. Thus was made kmown the location of his camps, his logging

operations ceme to light, and the government confiscated the whole works.
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"In laying out & tote road the whole plan was to follow the line of
least resistemce. Hills were always avoided. The old trails twist and turn to
avoid obstructions and hard pulling. The importent thing was an easy haul even
though not the shortest possible route, so supplies could be brought in in larger
quantitiess

These early roads carried immense quantities of materials without which
logging operations could not have been carried ons As high as ten or twelve four-
horse teams of horses might start out from Grend Rapids on one of these trails on a
winter morning, and a four-horse team could haul up to eight tons of freight at a
trip, so serviceable were these early tote roads, winding through the great virgin

forests of Minnesota pines
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Banking

C. E. Aiken knows about the early days of banking in Itasca from per=

q)q sonal experience. From 1894 to (ascertain date of his retirement or death) he lived

|

<~ in Grand Rapids and was comnected with its benking ell of that time (until?)

¢, "In 1891 F. P, Sheldon, long identified with the banking business of

the section, established the Lumberman's Bamk. It was located in the building now

Q/”/’f

(in 1932) occupied by the Generel Impliment Compeny, where the vault is still to be
seen. Later the Lumberman's Benk purchased the First State Bank from &, P, White and
in about 1902 the First National Bank of Grand Rapids was established in the building
in which it is now (in 1932) located.

"In its palmy days the village of La Prairie had two banks. J. A.
VBowma.n ren one of them end when La Prairie faded out this bank ceased its business.
‘(g‘ 7/ In August, 1892, W. C. Gilbert and his associates established the Iron Exchange Bank
/,7‘.{/&1: La Prairie. This was moved to Grend Repids on January 1, 1893. Mr. Gilbert sold
(% his interests to A. P. White, who now resides (in 1932, but in 19407?) in Californis,
8 and after several years of memagement by Mr. White this institution was merged with
the First National.

"Mr. Aiken describes banking in the earlier days as full of real hard
work. When he first became associated with the First National Bank all of the work
was done by Mr. Sheldon and himself. Everything was dome by hand, there were no
adding machines. The days were long.

"The business of the bank was largely the cashing of pay checks and time
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s
checks for the lumberjacks. Wheme the lumberjacks would quit their work they would

s
be given a check which was honored by their employefs at Minneapolis or elsewhere.

This check was presented at the benk which cashed it, and, as in meny instances, the
check was payable at some future date, there was a discount, which the lumberjack
absorbed. Along about the first of April the men from the woods came in by the hwm-
dreds. Ag high as $10,000 a day would be paid out, and in those times the bank hed
difficulty in keeping plenty of ready cash on hand. Sometimes it was necessary teo
wait for the noon train, which would bring in a supply of currency and silver from
below. The lumberjack took his money, put it in his pocket and them went out to
spend it.

"Lumberjacks were, as a rule, a very honest group of men with whom %o
transact business., Mr. Aiken recalls that losses in the hendling of their checks
were smell and that the men from the woods were homest in their business relationships.

"Financing of loggers was, of course, a larger task then could be
assumed by the smaller banks of the section. Loggers were financed from the city
banks down the river. The logging business was a risky business to everyone who
touched it. The loggers, as a rule, were honorable men * * % but cutting pine was
risky work. Loggers would make money for ome year, or for several years, then lose
it under unfavorable conditions in a bad season.*** Logging was considerable of a
gamble.,

Banking has changed in Grand Rapids since the 90's, Logger and lumber-

Jack are gone, replaced by business man and farmer, at the bank wicket,
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"Leon M. Bolter ceme to Grand Rapids from Cloguet in 1901 and esteb-

”1ished what later became the First State Bank which was absorbed in about 1915 by the
First National.

"As the renge communities developed, banks sprang up in them, and in
these Grand Rapids played a most importent part. Mr, Bolten was interested in the
establishment of benks at Bovey and Keewatin. Grand Rapids men, particularly D. M.
Gunn, played en important part in the establishment of banks at Coleraine and Marble.
Nashwauk was the oldest mining community on the western Mesebe range in Itasca county.
John T, Ring, of the First National Bank in that village, has been associated with
the banking development of the community since the earliest days. ¥*% C, E. Aiken has
served with one institution continuously for nearly four decades. (this written in

1932) *%% and through four great business depressions."
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Cohasset - More About Transportation

Cohasset was the head of river transportation for the area above Grand
Rapids in logging days. The boats from below could not get above the dams at Grand
Rapids and so steamboats carried traffic up the river with Cohasset as the shipping
point. There were many steamboats on the river and on Lake Pokegama. They were

used in towing logs and for genmeral freight and pleasure purposes. Captain Ward

ran a steam boat of pood size that made regular calls on Pokegema and up the river,
g g g P

The old Mississippi wes the artery of transportation in the earlier times and Co-
hasset was the head of navigation for traffic above Grand Rapids just as Grand Rapids was

the head of navigation for the boats from below.
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Threshin5

"The first threshing machine in this section of Itaseca county was prob-

ably owned by Elmer end Fred Miller of Splithand. The power was furnished by horses
and the threshing process was slow, However, the fields of grain were small, It
was with considerable difficulty that the threshing mechine could get from one farm
%o another #*%%, When the Miller brothers threshed for 0. J. Niles in the early days
they brought in their machine over some trails in the woods north of Pokegame. E.
L. Buck, who owned what is now the Jenkins farm, had grain to thresh and he brought
in a machine by boat from Cohasset.

"Many farmers from Iowa came into Itasca county *#%* brought with them
~ good training and good industry *** they have developed new strains of corn which
have been very successful ¥¥*,

"The North Central Experimental station preceded most of the farming
development in this section.*** Tt took a large amount of agitetion and effort %o
esteblish the Experimental Farm. It directed attention to the scientific side of
agricultural work and dealt specifically with the problems of Itasca county and
northeastern Minnesota. The people of the village of Grand Rapids saw that agrioul-
ture must some day supplant btimber operations and that this section would go through
the same changes which were recorded in earlier times in Wisconsin and Michigan.

"Hardly had the village of Grand Rapids been established or the county
formed when the county falr was established k%"

The fair in 1897 was held on October &th, 7Tth and 8th, There were 460
exhibits. There were especially large exhibits of grains, and local gardensrs had

large displays of vegetables. The largest individual display was by W. D. Leeman
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who had a farm near La Prairie, Henry Logen won some prizes on produce from his farm

on Pokegama lake, A Deer River farmer also exhibited. George F. Kremer brought in

& big pumpkin.

There was no lack of enthusiasm about farming prospects by the man-

agement of the county fair, even though the display might have been small,"
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Celebration & Parade

i "Grand Rapids had quite a celebration last Thursday (September 29, 1932).
It was one in vhich many people enjoyed themselves in looking around and visiting with
their neighbors. The program of the day was not elaborate, but there were many things
which interested many people.

"The parade of the day had much of interest to both older and younger
people. In the parade were the things of the present, such as the highschool band,
the representatives of the Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. There were
several modern automobiles and some fire trucks., These things people see every day.
They do not see every day some unusual things which stirred the memories of many of
the older residents %%,

"Up towards the front of the parade was an Indian travois . It repre-
sented the first method of transportation up in this country. The horse which was
attached to the simple device used by the Indians had also seen a great deal of the
development of Itesca County. He was Old Logam, a 32 year old horse belonging to
Mrs. John Fraser of La Prairie. He had been on the Fraser homestead a great many
years, living out the final years of his life as a pensionmer,

"The four-horse team loaded with some of the old-time lumberjacks also
presented an interesting picture. Riding on the wagon were such men as William
Hoolihan, Theodore Betts and Mike McAlpine, dressed as these men dressed in the
earlier days. Mr, McAlpine had on his lumberjack clothes which he puts on with the

approach of winter each year, but on this occasion he wore an old-fashioned tam with

a.@éffgigig\it. This was the headgear of the lumberjacks half a cenbury ago. (about

~——

1882-5 T — ’
~Tareely
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"Another very interesting feature was an old-time barouche which was a
relic of the older days in fancy transportation. In its day we imagine that it was
the fanciest thing of its kind in this neck of the woods. Imn it were seated four of
the older residents of the commumnity and LeRoy Wheaton had donned his plug hat for the
occasion *kx,

"On a truck was a small log cabin and towards the front sat Mrs. Ben

Frenks of Cohasset who was operating her spinning wheel., **% Charles Smith had a

lively single horse and a low wagon loaded with farm products #*¥* largely melons.
Another wagon, driven by Sandy Fraser of La Prairie, carried a hayrack and on it
were men holding a scythe, a cradle and other old-fashioned implements of agriculture.

"A birch-bark canoe, which bore the date 1864 was carried on a wagon.
The o0ld canoe would not be of any value on the water today. In it sat William
Perrington who was dressed as an old-time fur trader. Following were several men
of Grand Rapids on foot. They were well known timber and river men, and they carried
some of the implements of their business. They all looked the part, and, further-
more, they were all real lumberjacks of the earlier day. These things showed to the
public how far the past has been put behind the present. *¥*,

"Right behind the band marched the Indians. Despite the fact that this
is an Indian country, Indians are always interesting. A crowd of several hundred
gathered in the central school grounds to see them dance, They danced with more
than usual vigor. The hat was passed, as is usual on such occasions, and the results
soemed to encourage the visitors. Joo Carbow of Inger was the leader of the group of
25 who came down. [e acted as master of ceremonies at the dance. The orchestra was,
as usual, the big drum with four men beating it. The Chippewas danced their war
dance and then they tried a waltz or two. It is easy to see that a waltz is not a

natural Chippewe dance, There were all kinds of people from the reservation. There
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was one lithle fellow about two years of age, three little girls all dressed up,
three young ladies and several older ladies. Whether the older women were the mothers
or grandmothers of the little ones we camnnot say. The men were all togged up with

feathers and sleighbells *#¥%,

"One of the best looking of the younger men who participated in the

dence was dressed up in red. On the back of his ghirt were some words and we assumed
thet it wes this brave Indian's name in Chippewa. Looking more closely we decided

that the inscription was decidedly modern, It was, '0 yeah, says yout!"
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The Headwater Dams

&

7 Beginning in the early 1880's, one of the biggest jobs being carried
q)Dﬂs on in the Itasca section, next to harvesting the pine and building the railroads,

IQL/”/’ wes the construction of the headwater dams at Leech, Winnibigoshish and Pokegama

: lakes, Several hundred men were employed, sawmills were busy cutting timber, oxen,

boats and horses were busy bringing in materials and supplies.

"The govermment projected many schemes for development of a great system
of dams for the purpose of controlling the flow of water on the lower Mississippi.
Engineers looked at and made reports concerning the Minnesota, the Wisconsin, and all
the other important rivers of the north. Projects for canals were considered to
connect the Red River and the Minnesota. Even up here, in the early days, a canal
was wanted to comnect Winnibigoshish end Leech lakes. When it was found that locks
were necessary this scheme was abandoned, All through the north the engineers
worked, making plens and surveys. The war department and its large engineering
force were very busy projecting great schemes for the control of waters.

"Before the dams up here were built some were constructed down river,
One of the first dams was at Pine River, which controlled the water level on several

vy

lakes of that section., The Sandy Leke and Gull Leke dams came considerably later.
P
e

\ ‘CﬁuThe Leech Lake and Winmibigoshish dams were the first built in this immediate vieinity.
//;3;\; They were started in 1882-3, The Pokegama dam was built in 1884,

.L////
"These dams wore first built of timber. Sawmills were placed on each

jobs The timbers used were largely 12 x 12, all of fine white pine, Large quanti-

ties of dimension meaterials of somewhat smaller sizes were also used. The problem
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of transportation of materials and supplies into this new country was very difficult.
There were no roads in summer and consequentially the materials such as the hardware
and tools and supplies for the men were brought by sleighs with horses or oxen from
Brainerd north to the south end of Leech Lake. Here they wers taken across the ice
in winter or by boat in summer to the site of the dame The Winnibigoshish dam was
supplied from the same base, Materials for the Pokegema dem also were brought domn
river from Leech, though some were brought up river by boat from Aitkin and the ma-
terials were hauled over a very poor road from Grand Rapids to the dam site.

"A11 kinds of people were employed on these dems, The engineer in
charge of the Wimibigoshish-Leech projects was Captain Wanzer, and he was assisted
by his brother. They brought onto the jobs some very skillful shipwrights and car=
penters, largely Scotchmen and Canadians, men who had had a very large experience in
the handling and timbers. Of the crew of about 150 at Winnibigoshish about half
were Indians, sn interesting group. Men from the woods were also employed when the
lumber camps broke up. But the lumberjacks would not work with pick, shovel or
wheelbarrow. Someone else had to do that kind of work. A doctor was also on the
job, going from camp to cemp. His services were especially needed in the winter
of 1883 when the great smallpox epidemic visited this section with such a great
loss of life.

"The wooden dams did not last very long, only about 15 years. The Leech
lake dam would not hold the heavy head of water against it and started to go out.

c]/ Winnibigoshish was also inadequate. No water was held at the dam at Pokegeme from

q//-ﬁg 1897 to 1901. In 1898 the dams at Winnibigoshish and Leech were bullt as they are

kit

¢/,
47

seen today, of steel and concrete, and in 1902 the Pokegame dam was reconstructed.

0,1’E:The task of rebuilding the dams was not as large as the first construction. Rail-
e
7

7~
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roads were comparatively close, *¥* The management of the dams rests with the War

Department and the army engineers at St. Paul,"
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Duck Hunting

A good mixed bag of ducks at Grand Rapids would contain the following

varieties: Mallards, canvasbacks, redheads, two kinds of bluebills, ringnecks,

goldeneyes, both blue and green wing teals, widgeons or baldpates, gadwells, mer-

gensers or shelldrakes, spoonbills, and white wing scooters. Of these, the mallard,
ringneck or local blue bill and teal are raised in the section.

"To get to the duck-hunting grounds on Wimnibigoshish, Bowstring or the
Bigfork river now tekes about an hour's time, Fifty years ago it was a big journey.
Mr. He D, Powers describes the process of hunting them in a very interesting way.

"One or two men did not go out to hunt ducks. Usually there were never
less than five and sometimes several more men. The ammunition, food and all of the
other supplies were gathered together and put onto a steamboat above Pokegama dam.
This boat might have been the North Star or the Little Eagle. The party and the
supplies then proceeded up river to the head of Ball Club Leke, On some occasions
they could go as far by boat as Winnibigoshish. Sometimes they hunted on Winni-
bigoshish or at Cut Foot but more often a real hunting trip took them to Bowstring,
Sand Lake and the Bigfork. At Winnibigoshish dam they put the supplies into boats
and went around Winnibigoshish into Cut Foot. Either at Winnibigoshish or at Cub
Foot they would purchase birch bark cances from the Indians at $5 or §6 apiece.
They would then land their materials on the north shore of Cut Foot and portage them
across to Inger, a distance of four miles, which was the nearest point on the north
waters. The men would make two round trips a day in portaging. Two men would carry

pr one man a canoe, They usually got help from the Indians and the squaws
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were set at work, An Indian woman would adjust her head strap, load herself up with

a case of shells and all of the rest of the things that she could possibly carry and

take them through the woods to Inger. From Inger they hunted by boat and canoe in
Bowstring, in Sand and Rice lakes and down the Bigfork at other famous places.

"It would sometimes take about three weeks for such a duckhunting trip.
Usually about that much time was required for such a journey. The shorter trips to
Winnibigoshish would require several days.

"After the railroad was built the process consisted of taking the
supplies to Bena and then taking wagons to Wimnibigoshish dem or further up country.*x*

"Ducks were taken out of the Bowstring section by the wagon load, and
even the Indians, who ordinarily do not kill beyond their immediate requirements,
would shoot ducks for the market. **% Despite the fact that there was but a small
emount, comparatively speaking, of duck shooting 50 years ago, the mallards were

just as wise as they are today. ***
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Pottery - Indians

Any pottery picked up in the Grand Rapids vieinity aii,representative
lx\zof aufigglgd who were there at least 300 years ago. Pottery found there was left

b&T;he Sioux,or Dakota, Indiens, The Chippewa came there about 300 years ago, from
the east, and, having firearms, drove the Sioux, who had only bows and arrows, out
of the country. The Ojibways (Chippewas) made no pottery. Anything of that nature
found on Pokegama or Winnibigoshish was left there by either the Dakotas or by
people who were there even earlier, perhaps by the Hidatsas, also known as the
Minitari and as the Gros Ventre of the River, or by the Mandans, who also made
pottery.

In Itasca county there are several Indiesn mounds, the largest one near
Inger, but so far as they have been explored none were ever used for anything other
than burial places.

The pottery made by the early’residents of the section was hard end
well made. Vessel walls were id;ﬁ‘ov T E;quarte \of an inch thick. On many
pieces designs are to be found. Considerable amount of shards may be found in the
sand on shores of Lake Wimnibigoshish and Cut Foot Lake, The fact that the pieces
of pottery are usually found where the Chippewas live doesn't mean that the Chippewas

made them. It only means that the same localities which the Chippewa likes as a

place to live had appealed earlier to thiSioux and their predecessors also.
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Mike McAlpine

Mike McAlpine came to Grand Rapids in 1874, as a lumberjack, to work
in a logging cemp on Pokegemea Leke, He was accompanied by his brothers Tom and
James and by another men, Frank Hasty. They walked in from Aitkin, the nearest
point on the railroad at the time. The Northern Pacific had been built east and
west from Duluth through Aitkin and those coming in took the railroad to Aitkin
end ceme to Grand Rapids by the river, or walkeds. These four men walked, crossing
near Quadna lLeke, a route along which were several stopping places for meals and
shelter,

When Mr. McAlpine first saw Pokegama the magnificent body of water was
entirely surrounded with a wonderful stand of white and Norway pine, from which
hardly a tree had ever been cut. Back from the shoreline as far as he could see
was covered with the largest pine trees. F. P, Clark was one of the pioneer lumber-
men of the section, and for him MeAlpine went to work.

"Grand Rapids in 1874 could not be called a community," says the Herald-
Review, "There was one store in town. *** It was owmed by Jo Goulds The building
was bullt largely out of birch bark., In it were found supplies of staple goods
which are sold largely to Indians and to lumberjecks. There were no people north
of Grand Rapids from whom to draw trade and Jo Gould's business came largely from
the west and south. y

——
"Lou Seavey had the first hotel in Grand Rapids, Seavey's place, how-

ever, was not called a hotel in those times. It was a stopping place or a ranch.
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e

)7~ He had just built the place in 1874 end had two or three men working for him.

7

"The site of the village of Grand Rapids, including the location of
the present main street, was for many years tell standing timber. The only clear-
ings were along the river, and as business establishments were started they clus-
tered along the rapids.

"Mike McAlpine worked in the woods of this section for about seven
yearse He was thrifty and saved his money and *#*% came to Grand Rapids and pur-
chased the Lou Seavey stopping place. In the early 80's logging operations be-
came very extensive, Mr., McAlpine not only rem the stopping place but he built
five log warehouses and his business was to supply the loggers with all their needs.
The Pokegeme dem wes also being built at about this time end he took the contract to
haul the meterials that were brought up river, from the repids to the site of the
dam, Most of the hauling in those days was done by oxen, In fact there were no
horses in the coumtry in the earliest times and during the years that he worked in
the woods Mr. McAlpine spent some of his swmer locking after the oxen which were
grouped together in quite large herds where there were meadows and plenty of grass.

"After being in business in Grand Rapids for three years, Mr. McAlpine
disposed of his contract to haul materials and his other business interests and
went to Minmneapolis, *** When he returned to Grand Rapids in 1890 he found a great
change in conditions. Several business institutions had sprung up and there were
prospects of a real village. The village had been laid out and some buildings were
being constructed. The community was looking forward to the creation of a county,
the establishment of a county seat and to the coming of the railroad. *x*

"The very early residents of this section did not have in mind the
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creation of very much of a villege. Grand Rapids grew up from the time of the

Seavey stopping place and the Jo Gould store because it was the head of navigation

on the upper Mississippi. For many years the only wey to reach this section, ex-
cept on foot, was by the steamboats which came up from Aitkin. This made the site

of the village a natural stopping and trading place, It was upon this natural fac-

tor that Grand Rapids secured its early start.




29.
Grand Rapids Herald-Review = Summer

Aug. 21, 1940

Nove 9, 1932

Ducks - Mallard Flights

"one of the interesting contrasts between hunting now and 40 years ago
is in the number of sportsmen. H. D. Powers tells that on hunbing trips on Winni-
bigoshish their party might be the only ones looking for ducks. *** Onee in a while
they would hear *** an Indien's shotgun. They could always tell *** because they
(Indians) used black powder end their guns made a deep reverberating report quite
in contrast with the sharper discharge of the smokeless powder which was just then
coming into use. ***

"It is & rare treat to be on Squaw Lake just at evening. After the
day's shooting is over sit in your boat or on shore and watch the mallards come ine
They come by the thousands from all directions., They come without fear, they plumk
down within ten feet of a boet end begin feeding end quacking. It is particularly
interesting to see these birds come in on a moonlight night. It seems that the
whole heaven is covered with mallards. They come by ones end twos or by flocks

of hundreds. Those who do not believe that there are still ducks should see Squaw

or Rice i;igk at evening time.

"After witnessing these enormous quantities of birds which come in %o
these lakes, the hunter immedistely begins to scheme out & way to shoot them, but the
mallards ere wiser than men. At the very crack of dawn they move, They all move
et once, rising from the water with a noise which resembles that of a freight train.
TWhere they go is a mystery. *** Doubtless most of them go onto the big lakes where
they are secure from hunters during the day time. *x

"Duck hunting is hard, wet work, but the thrill of the sport offsets all

the hardships. *#** Itasca county is a county of duck hunters and boasts of some of the
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best shots in the state. There are some feal hunters in Itasca *** and some real

hunting %% "
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Moose = Deer

"ok A map issued soon after the Civil War showed that the north limits

of the deer were at Mille Lac. They lived in the more open cowntry and left the woods

. and heavy timber for the moose, which were very plentiful, As civilization ceme in
the deer followed., There were a few of them here in the late seventies and early
eighties, Ten years later there were a good number. Today they are comparatively
plentiful **%, 1In the earlier days there was no bag limit on deer. Hunters killed
as many as they wished., While the moose is very different in its habits from the
deer, many of them were killed.

"There are many stories about the use of deer and moose meat in the
lumber camps of the earlier days. *** Before the days of roads and civilization
those who pushed their way into the primeval frontier depended om the coumtry for
some of their food. Later, hunting became a profession with meny men, and lumber
camps depended to quite an extent upon deer and moose for their tables. Some lumber
companies used no wild meat. Others had men in their employ who hunted deer and

,moose. The ordinary process wes to buy the meat from those who killed it. George

Arscott, who came to Itasca and its lumber camps in 1890, tells us that the price

wes five cents a pound, dressed. This was for either deer or moose, *** Mr, Ars-

cott tells of one men who shot seven (moose) without moving from his tracks. At
one of the cemps where he worked there appeared on a winter day a half-breed with
eleven moose piled onto his sleighes None of these animels was bought because there

was plenty of beef in cemp. On the whole moose is better meat than deer, but the
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lumberjacks preferred beef to either, *#x*
"The deer gave both meat and leather. Moosehide was more valuable
than the buckskin for maccasins, Buekskin was especially valued for mittens, and

when the snow was not too wet it was good for garments of all kinds. Most of the

deer hides were thrown out behind the camp to rot. **x"

To the people of Itasca county venison is meat of value, and many a
femily figures on a deer each fall, and welcomes it. For the outside humter it is

expensive meat, and for that reason valued more highly still.,




-1l= Duluth, Minn.
Topic: Itasca County (F.C.)
Submitted By: W. J. Hurst
" Words: 1,164
We Jo Sullivan

whould the traveler place himself in the
approximate geographical center of the North American Continent, he would find
himself somewhere in Itasca County, Minnesota. Itasca County lies in the north-

central part of Minnesota and in the central part of the "Minnesota Arrowhead

b

N "o

Country". This county seems to run 1t Centers." For many

cenfer of logging operations; it is still e nter of

pulpwood harvestings 1,000 of Minnes ot 10,000 lekes are

Scenic State Park is in the cente f the county. Most of its 2,000 miles of
weather roads converge to a center (Grand Rapids) which is alse the central seat
of government for the county. It is the center of a nationally known duck-pass,
and is the greatest wall-eyed pike fishing center in the United States. Its

(over one hundred) resorts and lodges, together with the excellent fishing, hunting,
canoeing, and bathing, make it one of the best recreational centers in the naticn's

summer playground. Also the Mimnesota State University meintains its North-Central

Experimental Station, and Agricultural School, in this county of many centers.

tagca County, with a population of
32,000 and covering an area of 2,800 square miles (one fifth of this area is lake

surface), is reached over United States Highways #2 and #169, and over the Duluth~-

Grend Forks branch of the Great Northern Railway. (See separate article on

"Itasca County Highways" by Walter J. Hurst,) Also, the airport at Grand Rapids,
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"Ttasca County Highways" by Walter J. Hurst.) Also, the airport at Grand Rapids, which
is 280 acres in extemt, and the airport at Coleraine, vhich is a man-made plateau, built
upon the dumps of the local iron mines, make it possible for the visitor to came by

airplane.

The eastern part of the county is of a rugged nature (the hills
/ being quite pronounced) and includes the Western Mesaba Irom Range. The central area is
of low rolling hills, vhich gradually flatten out in the western part of the county.
Numerous lakes, with sandy bottoms and beaches, are scattered throughout the county;
sandy=loam predominates. Most of the timber, in Itasca County, is of second-growth;
stands of the virgin forests still cover some areas, and are being conserved for the
benefit and enjoyment of the public. The Continental Divide passes through the county

N &
fromAgast topwest; and the water drains into three watersheds, the Hudson Bay, the ,

£

\ Mississippi=Gulf, and the St. lawrence,.

The iron mining industry is the chief source of wealth for
Itasca County, making it the fourth richest county in Minnesota. Farming (dairying and
general agriculture) is developing to such proportioms, that it forms the second
greatest source of wealth and will (in the future) surpass the mining industry.
Lumbering and logging, which was once the chief industry of the county, is confined
mainly to the production of pulpwood (and cord wood for making matches), and adds

meterially to the wealth of the countye.

The tourist resorts and recreational facilities in Itasca
County have been developed, in the last few years, at an amazing pace. Over ome
hundred resorts cater to the recreation and pleasure of the visitor, These resorts
offer a diversity of fishing, seldom equaled by any other section, in the way of wall-
eyed pike, great northern pike, black bass, crappies, blue-gills, sunfish, perch, and
the fighting muskellunge. The Mimnesota State Fish Hatchery at Cut Foot Sioux insures

an sbundant supply of fish in this region. The hunting (in season) of deer, partridge,




»
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prairie=chicken, and pheasant makes of this region a nimrod's paradise. The duck shooting is
the best in the couniry. Many resorts remain open during the hunting season. Trap shooting

at the Itasca County Fair Grounds offers another means of recrsation.

Boats and canoes are available at all resorts; and many
resorts will portage canoces and boats to lakes, cther than the lake upon which they are
located, for the pleasure of the visitor., The pine=bordered lakes offer excsllemt and safe
bathing, on their sandy beaches, for children as well as adults, Public golf courses are
maintained at the Pokegama Country Club and at Nashwauk, while several resorts have their
om private golf course. The "Scenic State Park" enhances the many other vacational
interests of Itasca County and merits the exploration of any visitor who may be in the
vicinity. (8ee separate article, Scenic State Park, by W. J. Hurst). 8ki slides are
located at Coleraine and at Grand Rapids for winter sports; and ice fishing adds to the

winter's recreation.

Tourist resorts are rapidly becaming one of the coumty's

leading industries.

The visiting of Ghost Towns, of which there are several
in Itasca County, is a thrilling pastime for many visitors. (See separate article on
"Ghost Towms" by W. J. Hurst.) The "Tourist Pienic" (which is held at Big Fork) in the

middle of “ugust, is of unusual interest;




he Itasca County Fair is held the last week in August

(at the Itasca County Feir Grounds, Grand Rapids) and should be attended if possible.

The Itasca County Fair Ground, 45 acres in extent, is one of the mosi beautiful in
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The six newspapers, published in wvarious villages throughout Itasca County,
are all emterprising and show a keen concept, not only of the local news and needs, but also
of news of a mational and international character. They are the Grand Rapids Herald-Review,
the Ttasca County Independent (Grand Rapids), the Deer River News (of Deer River), the Bovey

Press (of Bovey), the Itasca Iron News (of Coleraine), and the Eastern Itasca (of Nashwauk).

The ec}ucational system of Itasca County is very modern and up to date.
(See article on Itasca County Schools by W. J. Hurst). The denominations of the churches in
the county are: Commnity, Catholic, Methodist, English Lutheran, Swedish Lutheran,

Presbyterian, Christian Science, and the Church of God (Pentecostal).

The system of libraries in Itasca County, insure a supply of good books
to readers, even in the remotest sections of the county. (See separate article on "Itasca

County Libraries" by W. J. Hurst.)

Four modern hospitals are located in Itasca County. The Itasca County
Hospital is at Grand Rapids, the Coleraine Hospital at Colerains, and two "Rood Hospitals",

one et Nashwauk and one at Keewatin.

Ttasca County is part of the great reservoir system, for the control of
the headwaters of the Mississippi River., Dams for this purpose are located, one at the
out let of Leke Winnibigoshish (about 14 miles northeast of "Deer River" on Minnesota State
Highway #46) and one at Pokegama Falls (about three miles west of Grand Rapids on United
States Highway #2). Two other dams were built for power development, one on the Prairie
River (about 14 miles east of Grand Rapids on Minnesota State Highway #65) and one at the
present site of the Paper Mills in Grand Rapids. (See separate article on Itasca County

Dams, by W. J. Hurst.)

Itasca County has the commission form of government, with 42 organized
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The six newspapers, published in various villages throughout Itasca
County, are all enterprising and show a keen concept, not only of the local news and
needs, but also of news of a national and international character. They are the Grand
Rapids Herald-Review, the Itasca County Independent (Grand Rapids), the Deer River
News (of Deer River), the Bovey Press (of Bovey), the Itasca Iron News (of Coleraine),

and the Eastern Itasca (of Nashwauk).

The educational system of Itasca County is very modern and up to
date. (See article on Itasca County Schools by W. J. Hurst). The denominations of the
churches in the county ares Community, Catholic, Methodist, English Lutheren, Swedish

Lutheran, Presbyterian, Christian Science, and the Church of God (Pertecostal).

The system of libraries in Itasca County, insure a supply of good
books to readers, even in the remotest sections of the county. (See separate article

on "Itesca County Libraries" by W. J. Hurst.)

Four modern hospitale are located in Itasca County. The Itasca
County Mospital is &t Grand Rapids, the Coleraine Hospital at Coleraine, and two "Rood

Hospitals", one at Nashwauk and one at Keewatin.

Ttasca County is part of the great reservoir system, for the
control of the headwaters of the Missiesippi River., Dams for this purpose are located,
one at the outlet of Lake Winnibigoehish (about 14 miles northeast of "Deer River" on

Minnesota State Highway #46) and one at Pokegama Falls (about three miles west of Grand

Rapids on United States Highway #2). Two other dams were built for power development,

one on the Prairie River (about 14 miles east of Grand Rapids on Minnesota State
Hi ghway #65) and one at the present site of the Paper Mills in Grand Rapids. (See

separate article on Itasca County Dams, by W. J. Hurst.)

Itasca County has the commission form of government, with 42
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and 49 unorganized townships. There are 14 incorporated villages and no cities. The reason

that all communities, in this county, incorporate as villages is because this form of

government gives greater scope of control (over mineral land and taxation) than does a éity

charters
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G. L. Finnegan, member State Legislature, Grand
Rapids, Minn., interviewed by W. J. Hurst, March
25, 1936.

George Herried, merchant, Deer River, Minn.,
interviewed by W. J. Hurst, March 23, 1936.

Charles Frick, Itasca County Farm Agent, Grand
Rapids, Mimn., interviewed by W. J. Hurst, March
26, 1936,

Harry Holmes, County Commissioner, Coleraine,
Minn,, interviewed by W. J. Hurst, March 26, 1936,
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EARLY COMERS TO ITASCA COUNTY AS A SUMMER RESORT --STEAMBOATS ON "POKE."

Sept. 2, 1931

"These people (the Simmonses end Ademses) were emong the first
to discover Itasca county as & place to spend a delightful summer. J:fﬁjﬂfm
Simmons end C. L. Simmons end W, H, Adems ceme to Wabane in 1904 and 19035.
Every summer for & querter of a century has been spent at their houses
thetre which now consists of six cabins. Mr, Simmons tells us that over

100 people visited the group this summer.

"rwenty-five years ago it was a much different journey to come

to Webana then it is now. The trip to Grand Repids was made by train and

o o

at the train they were met by Dave Cocl?an of Wabana who tock them out
to the lake in a lumber wagon. It was a big, heavy lumber wagon end it

was & four or five hour trip through the trails end over the corduroy

to Wabena., When they reached the Cocf?ggiplace a boat was taken across

the lake and the final journey was made up the hill with packs end bundles.

"Dave Coci;ggﬂ;;n what was called & 'hotel' but by most people
termed & 'stopping place' on Wabena. His large buildings were placed
where treils and water met. In the summer came the visitors to rest emnd

. fish and in the winter the loggers ceme. Meny people gathered around
““Dave Cockran's board. The evenings were spent in visiting and telling
stories. The stories were not always confined to the truth. The fish

that were caught beceme bigger, the feats of strength and labor beceme

T




Grand Rapids Herald Report
Sumner
July 25, 1940

Sept. 2, 1931
(continued)
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larger as the evening wore on but Dave Cocg;;;_gs deed, his hotel burned

and most of the stories have been forgotten.

fw’“”“""ﬁg;;~632kran was interested in houseboets. He had one on
Wabena that wes propelled by e launch, However, his transportetion ac-
tivities were not confined to Wabsna. He had a steamboat on Pokegama
lake end took people for rides. Before the days of the automobile there
were many boats and launches on Pokegema lake. Dave 00c5¥237§“é£égﬁtoé£
took the larger parties and puffed its wey around Pokegeme and into the

Mississippi. What has become of the boat we do not kmowe. Its rotted

¢41f‘,f””\Bulk is probably lying around the shores of the Mississippi somé:where.

"It is & fact that there were some real steamboat days on Poke-

geme lske. Not only was there Dave CocE?EETgﬁgiéasure cruiser, but there
were boats whose purposes were more serious in life. C. M. Erskiné’ﬂaaM”¢.“:E;
~ two boats on Pokegema. His first wes the 'Eagle', put in operation about
25 years ago and the larger boat was the 'Wyoming.' Dunn & Marcia, who
ran & lumberyerd at Cohasset, also had & steamboat on the Mississippi and
John Mein elso had one. These boats were qsed in towing logs and refts g
across the lake. The Erskiniﬁimg¥;;khouse boat usedrtougo as far eas
Leech river and bring down logs. A steemboat was & common sight, not
only on Pokegems snd along the Mississippi, but up on the Bigfork and

on other lakes where there was considerable of the work of the dey to

be done.

"A houseboat is not a new thing up in Itasca county and along
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its rivers. Its use for pleasure mey be new,but a boat on which people

lived was the headquarters of those who took the drives of, logs d g A
S ABAIrAl fl(f" vt Ot "Wl Ly q:?ﬁ’ lee o i?’f"ﬂyﬂ’*
led the wanegen, Perhaps

the rivers. For 60 years this boat was cal
somebody cen enlighten us upon the source of this name. The wanagen
followed up the drive and in it the men lived and ate, In it was not
only the cook end his supplies but there was plenty of socks and tobacco
for sale. The drive wes hard, wet work and the wenagan was & welcome
haven at night. Every crew on the drive had its own wenagen and the

cook was the master of ceremonies,"

Fishing on wanagen anecdote:

"Ce M. Erskine says that the busiest men he ever saw on a
wanegen was Fred McKay, (now living in Greand Repids?) who worked for
Mr, Erskine for a period of about 20 years., The drive was coming down
the Mississippi end the wanagen was tied up at the point where Vermilien
brock enters the Father of Waters a few miles west of Cohasset. It was
the spring of the year and the pike were beginning to run and as MNr,.
Erskine approached the wanagan he noticed an unusual activity. It was
Fred McKay engaged in the combined task of frying doughnuts and catching
pike. He had & fish pole out one end of the boat and the doughnuts were
frying on the stove. The fish were biting very well. He would take a
fish off the line, throw the line back, then he would rush to the stove
and turn over the doughnuts in the fat, Then he would run back to the
pole and pull in another pike and thence back to the stove and teke
out the doughnuts. Thence back for another fish and then again to put

in a new betch of doughnuts. This was continued until there were fish
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and doughnuts sufficient for the crew that night. Fred McKay is now

looking after the Pokegama golf course (?)"7*

[N
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First school north of Bigfork.

"Down in Arthur Zeiser's new store is & picture hanging on
the wall. It is a picture typicel of this section, a log cabin set
back among great pine. It is the originel Zaiser homestead in the Big-
fork country. A. L. Zeiser, F. C, Whitely snd Victor Knight a1l went
into the country along the Bigfork in 1900, They walked in from Deer
River on their first trip end Mr. Zaiser welked back to Grand Repids.
That was nothing unusual, by the way, for everyone walked if they wished

L = ; s P o | ‘@ )
to get anywhere in Itasce county 30 years ago. (s é/:" = "t,;/ ’

"The Zaiser homestead later beceme the first school north of
Bigfork., The children walked through trails in the woods for many miles,
The EKnight, Merrifield and Guttry children were among the first to attend
this school. Its floor was of poles and the water came through in wet
weather. The first teacher was Catherine Costello, now Mrs. Orrin Patrow.

Where there was one school in the whole country north and east of Big-

fork then, there are now about a half dozen.\\ffiif teke loeds of children
?

7£;ﬂp*f?fm1ﬁ;( ,

over good roads into high school.

"In the earlier days most of the schools in District One were
of logs Now (1931) there are hardly any left end those few have been
boarded up on the outside or plastered up on the inside. District One

x|

g / has e log school house up at Stingy leke and two or three others mnot in
3
“» continuous use. While there may be some tears shed over the passing of
the little red schoolhouse, few bemoan the passing of the log school. But

in the earlier deays it was symbolic of progresse




Grand Repids Herald Report
Sumner
July 25, 1940

Sept. 23, 1931
Early days in Canisteo mining district and Bovey

"When the Canisteo mining distriet wes opened up, it lead to
the same excitement and interest thet the development of & new mining
field always produces. There is nothing more romantic then minerals and
no parts of the United Stetes have more interesting history than do the

mineral sections, whether they be coal, copper, gold or irone.

"The first people in the Canisteo distriect were the loggers,
though much virgin timber still stood on the townsite of Bovey a quarter
century ago. A few farmers had come into the countryes Then ceme the
drillmen, the Reien Brothers, Trebilcock, Cole and McDoneld. The drills

used cordwood for their boilers before the days of the railroad, in 15905,

"Bovey begen as & busy drill cemp in 1904. The villege itself
was not founded by industrielists or merchents. The first people to begin
business in Bovey were bootleggers, who later became seloonkeepers when a

_:,’flicense could be secured. These early business men built shacks, cut back
e

the woods, took & few stumps out of the middle of the street. The demand

was for hard liquor and plenty of it.

"It has always been said that the first merchant of Bovey, Erik

Johnson, ceame in with his stock of goods on his back. That is literally

true, Mr, Johnson was in business in Nashwauk and hearing that men around

Bovey needed shoes he filled a pack sack with shoes and socks and walked in.

Later he established himself in a tent and then a shack. His was the first

( SLelf

commercial enterprise in Bovey and Mr. Johnson hes been there sinces

3 g o~
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(continued)

"The first people who ceme found Bovey seriously lacking in

y 3

places to sleep and eat.s Next to the place where the Wﬁiﬁas Hotel now
stends was a rooming house. One ordinary sized room had & bed in it.

Six men slept crosswise on the bed at night, were rolled cut in the morm=-
ing and six more took their places in the daytime. Ome of the early
boarding houses had sawdust on the floor end men slept on the floor and
their money would fall out of their pockets. When the floor was swept up
the sawdust was always sifted for the money it would bring. One sweeping
hes been known to heve produced over $50, MNoney was plentiful even though

weges for common labor were but $1.90 a day.

"People ceame from all ends of the earth to Bovey. Again that
stetement is literally true. There were Finns, Bulggriens, Italians,
Scandineviens, Cousin Jacks. Meny men were needed under the shovels and
upon the dumps in the early deys of the Canisteo. They all brought with
them their national treits. One that seemed to be very much in common
was the desire to drink and Bovey had gﬁhfgloops that 21l might be served.

SULl, e rFHFO
Te. Jo Kingston, now & Bovey merchant, ﬁ;d I£§ tas£ of maintaining order
in Bovey for seven years, Peter Westerlund assisted him. Bovey residents

take some pride in the fact that while the town rioted and drank there were

no murderss,

"The foreigners all had guns. They would drink and then step
out in the street and shoot their revolvers into the air. This was dis-

turbing to those few who may heve wished to sleep and one of the early
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mayors gave orders to the police force to take guns away from 2ll who

were not citizens. The first night outwofficers*kgipggton and Wester-

lund picked up two bushel baskets of guns. On another occasion Mr.

Kingston went to a boarding house where there were 40 men and there took
peacefully 26 Iver and Johnson revolvers. Most of the residents of Bovey
did not wish to become mixed up with the law, Those who were fresh from

the old country hed & heep of respect for & uniform., * * *

"Some of the farmers were around Bovey about ten years before
the drills came in. Herman Gran end his femily came into the Trout Lezke
country following the panic of 1893. * * * B, E. Benson came in early
and in 1894 toted in on his back to Grand Repids a sack of rutabagos
which he traded to ET C. Kiley for a year's subscription to the Herald-
Review., Swan Rydberg ceme in at about the seme time. He took a wagonload
of potatoes to Grend Rapids in 1897. It took him three days to meke the
trip, working hard all of the time, and he could not sell the potatoes
after he had brought them to the county seat, Among other pioneers were
Matt Seari, Berge Bergeson, Abel Kuluvera, J. We Snyder and some other

hardy folks to which the present gemeration ought te pay high honore

"Bovey was an ambitious town. It incorporated into its village
limits a whole township of wealth and then allowed most of it to be taken
away into the neighbor town of Colersine. After many years of supplication
and struggle some of it ceme back. In the meantime, because Bovey was
poor in municipal wealth she stearted to build trade. The Farmer's Day

hed & humble beginning but everyone who exhibited in the very early days
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won & prize or two. The judges sew to that."

This "Farmer's Dey" was an annual event in Bovey, started about
1910 with & little exhibit in one building. In 1931 there were 240 ex=
hibits and vegetables and things from the farm stretched for two blocks

with the overflow at the curbs
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Pioneers of Bowstring and Pokegame

"Duncan McDougel took up e homestead on Bowstring Lake along
about 1894, Three or four of the families now in that section had pre-
ceded him, but the country was very, very new. The way to get there was

to walk out of Deer River to Little Bowstring Leke or the creek and then

teke & boat down. The lake and the Bigfork river, which flows out of i zTT \
. 'f t:»r tn (?'/
was the artery of commerce and communication-40 yeers-ago,/|When winter

A T

ceme, the early settlers walked all of the way,

"There are two things that Mr. McDougal remembers particularly
about the early days on the homestead. One was the heavy snows that
seemed to fall the first few years, Winter would set in early and stay
late end it seemed to bring blankets of snow much heevier then have been

seen in these later days,

"The next feature about homesteading in the early days was the

complete lack of money. There wes nc such thing. No one hed any. It
was hardly recognized as a medium of exchange, because it was so scarce.
Neighbors worked with each other, if help were needed. Neighbors gave

to each other frem their meager possessions. A family who lived four

or eight miles away was & neighbor. Those early days laid the foundation
for the development of the land, the homes, the people, the schools, the

highways of e great countye

"Pokegeme is the Indian word for spider. The lake was named
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Pokegema because it resembled & spider with its many legs. We cell the
legs arms, and have named these arms after various people.

"Black's erm was nemed after onme of the eerly settlers on the
enst end of the lake. Poole's arm was nsmed after John W, Poole. This
owner of property was more fortunate then some. Iron ore was found on
it x % »

"Sherry's arm was named after James Sherry. * * * He ren &
'stopping place', & saloon, end logged in the earliest deys. He was
strong physically and was considered the 'fightenest® men in this meck
of the woods. He hired good lumberjacks, worked hard in the woods, had
few soruples and paid his men off with hospitelity over the ber. So
run the stories of the earlier days. * * * James Sherry worked, fought
and drenk. His place of business is gone. He is gone. But his neme will

last & long time for people will fish, shoot ducks, end boat on Sherry's

arm to Pokegema., * * *

"jA quarter or & half century ago, very few people ascended the

Mississippi to its source. Only the daring took the cenoce trip to Lake

Itesca and a few came in on the crude roeds. Now tens of thousends of
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Origin of the word "Itasca"

"What is the origin of the word 'Itasca?!

"Of course Itasca county is nemed after Lake Itasca. When this
great county was nemed it extended from Lake Superior to the source of the
Mississippi. It was nemed from the lake then within its borders. But
bounderies changed. The name of Itasca still stayed with the county,

though the lake is 75 or & hundred miles away.

"It was * * * in 1832 that Henry Rowe Schooleoraft discovered
the source of the Mississippi. He ceme up pest the falls of Pokegema,
through Red Cedar Lake which he had named Cessina 12 years before, and
then through the winding streem to the beautiful lake from which the Miss~-

issippi springse.

"Naturally he wished a name for his discovery. He called it
Itasca. For meny years the neme wes not applied to the lake by most people
femilier with it. It was still celled Elk Lake, the neme given to it by
the Indiens who knew it long before the white man ceme, Finally, the
neme Itasce became more common, When it did, the question was asked as

to the origin of the word,

( '/J;f, 'l”) o A / Aaly FRF garesn e il
7 4 /

"Historiens disagree. The last,guarterly publication of the

Minnesota Historical Society has two articles on the neme Itesce. One is

by Ee« Ce Gale, the other by Irving He Hart, They present some new stories,.

"Explorer Schoolecraft had a minister with hom on his famous trip.
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The Reverend Williem T. Boutwell meny years after the discovery wrote that

he suggested the neme for the lake, He said thet Schooleraft toock the

Latin words 'Verites Caput', meeaning the 'true head! and by lopping off

the first and last syllables of the words when combined fremed the name

'Itascas' The minister's words were always taken as the true explanation.
"But in 1855, 17 years before the Boutwell explanation, I‘Ienry';lhf’..”~

Schooleraft wrote of his explorations. These writings have been over-

looked, In this story Schooleraft tells of the name as follows: ,év

I inquired of Ozawindié’gggrlndian neme of this leke; he replied
'Omushkos' which is the Chippewa name for elk. Having previously got an
inkling of the mythological and necromatic notions of the origin and mu=-
tations of the country which permitted the use of a female name for it, I

denominated it 'Itasca,’

That is not all.s It seems that Schoolcraft was not only an ex-
plorer but a man of letters. On discovery of the beautiful lake he wrote
e poem. It consists of two stenzas. The last two lines of the first stanza
are as follows:

As if, in Indian myths, a truth there could be read,

And these were tears, indeed, by fair Itasca shed,

"And who is Itasoat There is an old Indien legend which tells about

her, It seems that Itasca was the daughter of Manabazho, the Spirit God of

the Chippewas. She was wopd by Chebiado, the keeper of the souls of the
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dead, but would not go with him, On her refusal the bad one tears her
away from her home and family., A great storm comes on to protect her, but
too late., Itasca was killed snd buried in some heaps of sand near the lake
which now bears her name, The rills that flow from the rocks and sand to

make up the lake are Itasca's tears as she cries for home and friends.

"That is a very pretty storys We should like to think that it is

the origin of a femous'word. We would rsther that the name Itasca-come

from Indian lofe of the Chippewa country than from the Latin dictionary.

"However, there is still another explanation. In a government re-
port Schooleraft gave a number of Indian nemes which might be used in de-
nominating part of the public domain which was then being explored very
rapidly eand needed nemes, He then suggested the name I-T A S-C A, from
'Ia’ which means 'to be', from 'totosh' which means the origin and 'ka'

& terminal inflection. And to further complicate the matter he added that

this name had been applied to the lake in which the Mississippi rises.

- "There is the story of the neame., You may have a Latin, & Chippewa
or a synthetic neme, whichever your fancy may teke. Personally, we like the
story of the Chippewa maid. But irrespective of origin, Itasca is & very

beautiful neme.

"The Chippewas had the Mississippi originating from Itasca's tears.

They also had another story, that of a great elk, the length of two cenoes,
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with horns that could split a pine tree, Other elk came each year to
visit him and get his advice as to where to eat during the summer, At

one time some hunters from the south ceme. They killed the great elk with
a poisoned arrow. The gods were angrye. They caused & great rain to fall,
The banks of the lake were overflowed and the water found its way to the
souths The hunters floated over it to their own hunting grounds. That was

the Mississippi., * * *

"The Mississippi still flows. Lake Itasca still sparkles as it did

when Schooleraft first found it. People have had sentiment enough to save

the great trees which surround the leke. Itasca is a splendid name for a

beautiful place,"
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Influx of Lumberjacks - C. Ce McCarthy,

"About this time of the fall and a little later, (November) 20 or
Y dfloa oLe 7 ",f Fov

o o

g At 4
25 yaaq£ ago/jthe men cane into Itasca county by the thousands. * * *

"The lumberjacks ceme to all of the principal points of the county -
to find their way to the cemps where the winter was to be spent., Deer River
was the busiest town of all because that community had tributary to it a
great area of virgin timber. It has been estimeted that as many as 1500 to
2000 men a day have come into Deer River in the fall on their way to the
cemps, The rush was sudden and in the spring these seme men went out per=-

haps at a slower rate, but in the same great numbers,

"Deer River prepared for its ammual flood of lumberjacks by building
several hotels. In fact this town doubtless had more hotels in proportien
to population than any other place in Minnesota., They were great big structures.
At one time there were five of them. Andy Morrisey built the big hotel south
of the tracks known as 'The Ship.' John Sullivan hed another hotel, John
Howard built the Northern and Jacob Mohr had another large structure. Eli

Loiselle built the hotel that is now (1931) lkmown as the Miller,

"With the exception of the Loiselle ell of the other hotels went up
in flame and smoke. They burned fiercely as would be expected of structures
made out of pine lumber which was thoroughly dried. Fire would start and
in a few minutes all would be over. It was in that way that four large

buildings went suddenly into oblivion,
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"The old time lumberjacks had three seasons of travel., First they
ceme in. Next they ceme down from camp about Christmas or New Years to
celebrate, and finally they went out. In the older days lumber jacks were
steady workers, They were men who took particular pride in their skill.
They were paid in proportion to the work they did., Then wages became more
stendard. The employment agencies sent out the men. Under this condition
lumberjacks worked as though they were working for the railroad. They did

just e definite amount of work,for the men who could chop the best got the

?
same wages a8 he who could chop the least. After a few years of this con-
dition enybody who wished went inmto the woods. The labor turnover became

large. Every lumber ceamp had its three traditional orews, one coming, one

on the job and the other going. The old time lumberjack, however, was a

men whose ohief interest in 1life was to cut, saw and drink. He did all of

them very efficiently.

"The hotels et Deer River could not accommodate the influx of the
lumberjacks. The rooms were filled up)and there is an old story that the
lumberjacks were piled crosswise on the floor of Jacob Mohr's hotel. The
saloons stayed open all night for both business and humanitarian reasonse

It was their busy season,

"The story of the timber industry in Itasca county is one of ex-
ploitation, The timber was cut and taken. The men who cut it were ex-

ploited. Taking the lumberjack's money was the principal task of many men.
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It was not a very difficult job because most of the lumberjacks wished to

get rid of their money as rapidly as possible. The first thing they did was
to offer their time checks to be exchanged for money. A generous slice of
the time check was taken for the favor of cashing it until a law sponsored

by Ce Ce McCarthy of Grand Repids, when e state semator, stopped that practice.
Meny of those who cashed checks over the bar had certein practices which were
good for their trade. For instance, a check would not be cashed until the
lumberjack had been in town two or three hours. By that time he was generally
not able to count change correctly or did not cere whether or not he had it

at alle The lumberjack came in broke and left the country in just about the
seme condition. Of course, there were many exceptions to this gemeral rule.
Many lumberjacks later became important loggers. Others became good farmers.

This story sinply tells about the gemeral conditions which prevailed.

"The old time lumberjacks were not only colorful, but an able group
of men. Despite their proclivities for strong liguor, most of them had high

standards of personal honor. The old time lumberjack followed the woods for

his entire life. He might be raised in Maine. He came to Michigan and then
on to the forests of Wisconsin and Minnesotas. From here he went to the big
woods on the Pacific coest. There may be a few of them left. The memory of

them still lives emong the older residents of the community and the county."

[If‘ I require the story of the Merritt family and the iron country,

I cen get it all in "Seven Iron len," by Paul De Kruifj
E. .A.l S'
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Art and Relipious Rites of Chippewas

"The Chippewas of Itasca county have many arts which they have
practiced for some time. Most of these arts have a ceremonial or decorative
significance influenced by magic or religious beliefs. Such paintings as

the Chippewas have done were inspired through ceremonial duties,

"The Indians like color. They paint their houses, when they paint
them in these modern days, & sort of a light colored blues The Indien‘s desire
for a red blandket and colored beads was a desire for color. But in the earlier

days the Indiens did not have colors, in quentity with which to work.

"There has recently been placed in the National Maseum at Washington

the worlds only collection of specimens of the lost Chippewa art of birch-
b & ov 7¢
biting. This was practiced 50 or 60 years ago by certain tribes of the Chip=

pewa Indiens end the practice is now dead. The art consisted of folding a
thin piece of birch bark in several places and then biting out designs with
the teeth. When unfolded the back was perforated with different designs. We
should say that the practice was very much like that of cutting out paper dolls

and doing things which magicians do with paper when folded and cut.

"The Indien women of the Chippews tribes of Minnesote and nearby
Canada were at one time very profieient in this art. With their teeth they

were able to bite out symmetricael, geometric designs, pictures of flowers,
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enimals and humen beings. It is said that although the art is recognized

and at times practiced by women of other Indian tribes, the Chippewas were .

the only ones who ﬂbct‘;_i;d any real proficiency at it. This art, however,

has completely passed away. The younger Indian women had other interests
and most of the older women who kmew the art have lost their teeth. Some
samples of biroh-biting were recently obtained from older Chippewas and

have been placed in the National Museum."
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Captain John Smith, aged Indian

"Captain John Smith was born on Pokegama lake. * * * The first
tine we ever saw Captain John Smith he was drunk and daneing around a light
post opposite the villa.gé hall in Grand Rapids. He was singing some kind of

an Indien song and swinging a bottle of whisky around his head with one hand.

Asking who he was, we ascertained that it was John Smith and that he was an

old Indien, at least 80 years of age. Ten years later he had suddenly become
over 100 years of age and 16 years later, at about the time of his death, he
hed reached 116 years. Nobody lmew how old Captain John Smith was and Jghn
Smith did not know how old he was. There were no calendars in the wigwams
when John Smith first seaw the light of daye. The early explorers were doubtless

just about discovering the source of the Mississippi.

"To inquire into the details of Captain John Smith's age is not
necessarye. Lveryone knew that he was an old Indien. The wrinkles on his face
end his nose showed very old age. DMNoreover he was accompanied on his trips,
and particularly when he was placed on exhibition, by a grendson and this grand-
son wes en old man. So whether or not John Smith was 100 or 116, it makes no

real difference. He was old. Whatever his age, he looked ite.

"The traveling men used to try to teach Captain J hn Smith how to
play poker. They soon found out that John Smith knew more about poker than
they did. Indiesns like to gamble. When the time comes for the Indian payments
there is an especially large demand for nickels which constitute the medium of

exchange in an Indien card game. Nowadays we assume that the Indians do not
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gamble as much as they used to. Their income is very limited and some of
them want automobiles and silk stockings just like the white brothers and

sisters do.

"0f course, Indian names end traditions cling around about every=-
thing. In Itasca county, Pokegama, Wabana and Winnibigoshish are the names
of three lakes. The village of Warba is a contraction of the Indian term
Warbasibi, which means White Swan., The Mesaba range gets its name from the
Indian term describing the height of land or the blue topped hills. The
spelling from the Chippewn should be Mis-sa~be. It was this spelling which
the Merritts and others who discovered iron ore on the mesaba range incorporat-

ed into the name of the Duluth, Missabe and Northern railway.

"The Indian in Itasca county and northeastern Minnesote is not looked
upon now as & curiosity but more as a problems What to do with the Indians is
en old problems In the earlier days it was solved by simply driving them back
farther into the woods. Nowadays that camnot be done. The Indian likes to
harvest crops which he does not have to either sow or cultivate. He wents his
harvest ready for him and when fish do not bite, ducks do not fly, the rice
crop is flooded out or the blueberries frosted, the Indian has hardships. When
their credit has been exhausted in the stores the white brothers who sell them

merchandise petition the white fathers at Washington to send out some money and

the Indians are given a payment. Usually the payment money is gone before it

comes. However, such a condition is not confined to the Indien tribes.




Grand R pids Hyrald Report
Sumer &
July 25, 1940

Nove 25, 1931

Early Business Men

Charles J. Birch, Sr., (now of Duluth ?) was one of the early

business men of Grand Rapids communitye.

"Potter and Company was one of the leading mercantile concerns of
northern Minnesota. Iys headquarters were at Aitkin and in 1887 it established
e branch store in Grand Rapids. Iis chief business was to sell supplies to
the loggers who were then in the midst of extensive operations in this section.
Mr. Birch came to Grand Rapids in 1887 as menager for Potter and Compeny's

business. He remained here about a year. It was an interesting year.

"Grand Rapids was very, very new. Mr. Birch remembers (as revealed
in an interview by the H, R. in Nov. 1931) that C. C. Knox was another merchent

of the community at that time. There were three saloons on the north side of

the river and one on the south. Potter and Company's store was located in the

log buildings which have been owned by Leroy Wheaton for meny years. In summer

the steambogt, Andy Gibson, brought up the supplies from Aitkin. In winter

they came in overland by sleighs.

"Mre Birch remembers some of the events of 1887, The winter of
1887-88 was a very cold winter, for in one week the temperature was no warmer
than 20 degrees below zero and the thermometer registered as low as 52 degrees.

It was not only cold out of doors but cold inside the Potter and Company store.

D Sueter e e
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The desk at which Mr. Birch worked was near the stove. The ink was kept
near or on the stove and it would freeze on the pen when Mr. Birch was
doing some of his bookkeeping work. That winter was marked by deaths from

8XpoSUre.

"One teamster was at the Potter store loading a sleigh with supplies
for logging operations in the Bigfork country., He took a few too many drinks
and when watering the horses wendered away from the team. A few hours later
he was found with his legs frozen to the knees and arms frozen to the elbowse.
He was taken to La Prairie where arms and legs were amputated but the exposure

and the operstions were fatal.

"Spring came at last and the Mississippi had lots of water in con-
trast to its present condition.(written in 1931). It overflowed its banks.
Men floated into Bob McCabe's saloon in canoes, would take a drink from the

bar and wash it down with water dipped from that surrounding the bare

“In 1887 there was also a smallpox epidemic which took the lives

\

\

/ part of the stete. He urged Potter and Company to make it the headquarters

Are Birch believed that Grand Rapids wes to be the best town in the northern

P

/\ of many Indians and lumberjacks. Altogether it was & bad year. Nevertheless,

‘ for its mercantile operations. When;g:/com refused to do this he left
. :ﬁ»’g 7%

7

its employ. He now (1931) lives in Duluthe/\ His son, Charles J. Birch, Jr.,
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is gonoral superintendent of the Duluth, Ufssabe and Northern Railroad and

to a certain extent has followed in the footsteps of his father who came

north to work for the Northern Pacific road in 1870.

"There was no bridge goross the Mississippi at Grand Repids in
1887. Mre Birch was one of the men who believed that a bridge was necessary
for the towne He drew up a subscription 1list and headed it with a contribu=
tion of $10.00 for the construction of a simple wood structure which was later
replaced by the bridge which will soon give way to the new concrete arch now
being constructed (1931)s The first bfidge gerose the Mississippi was built

in 1888.

"Grand Rapids was e simple town 44 years 2go. (that would be 1887)
The seloons and the stores were the meeting places for all kinds and sorts of
people. Strong men walked to Grand Rapids to wrestle with other strong men.

There was plenty of work and plenty of playe

“The temperature of the winter months may not have changed mach

since Mr. Birch's dey in Itasca. But the winters have. Then it was logging,
feverish activity, the harvest season. Now much of the county settles down

to tendiﬁg furnace end milking cows.

"Boy scout activities are very importent throughout this whole
section of northeastern Minnesota. It was rether interesting to learn * * *

that there is a troop of boy seouts among the Indian boys at Red Leke. * * *
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We should think that teaching en Indian to build a fire would be a rather
superfluous taske However, there is very much more to the boy scout act-
ivities than hiking and camping. Indian boys can get as much out of the

precepts of the order as anyone elses

"A half century ago camping and hiking were not as much pleasure
as they are today. Then a man had to hike and camp in order to work and live.
* % % A man who took one blanket and put a pack sack on his back and started
to walk from Grand Rapids to Minneapolis in the middle of the winter, 40 or 50

years ago knew his camping and his hiking.
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Street Names, etc.

"Grand Rapids is to a very great degree the offspring of Brainerd.
While some men et Aitkin, among them T. Re Foley, were interested in the es=-
tablishment of the village it was Brainerd capital which bought the townsite
and developed it. Among those in about 1890 who were identified with Brainerd
and also with Grand Rapids were the Hartley brothers, of whom G. G. Hartley

wgs the best known in this immediate section through a long contact with the

village and the county. Others from Brainerd who helped to lay out the or-

iginal townsite were Newton McFadden, a Brainerd druggist, and Frank Thompson,

an official of Crow Wing county to which Itasca was so long attached.

"Leland Avenue which goes clear through the village from the top of
s the hill to the lake was nemed for Warren Leland, a Brainerd real estate man,
There were two other Leland brothers, Henry and Sem, who engaged in logging and
other activities in this section. Leland was quite a name in Grand Rapids in

the 1880%s. It is still a good names.

"The first judge of the district court to serve this immediate
section of Minnesote was Judge Sleeper of Brainerd. Consequently, when the
new village at the head of navigation was lai& out there was a Sleeper Avenue.
Hoffmen was a Brainerd druggist and thus there is Hoffman Avenup. Since there
are so many children up towards the north end of this street, it hes been in-
formally christened Roosevelt Avenue. If any changes in nemes are made, we

might substitute Roosevelt for Hoffman. (Was this ever done?)
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"If northern Minnesota had a *big shot' 40 years ago that man
was Ce Fo Kindred of Brainerd. He owned a lot of Brainerd, including the
waterworks and, from what we imagine, the city hall. When H., D. Powers came

to Grend Rapids he had been working as secretary of the water compeny which

Mre. Kindred owned. Kindred also had a great deal to do with lands and wes

closely connected with the Northern Pacific railroad and its vast holdings.

Kindred avenue was named for this man,

“Ce Feo Kindred was rich and powerful and wished to go to congress
from the great district which included much of Northern Minmnesota. He spent
lots of money. If he had been elected in these days after his large expend-
itures there would have been an investigation. His opponent was Knute Nelson.
Kindred got all of the votes, and then some, up this wey, as might be expected.
There were only two or three hundred voters in the whole of what is Itasca
county in 1888 or thereabouts. Kindred, it is reported, got several thousand
from the precincts of Itasca. While he got all of the votes from the woods,
Knute Nelson took all of the Scandinavien votes from the prairies and Knute
Nelson went to congress and them on up. The Norwegians and the Swedes had
been so busy settling up the state that they did not realize that they had
any political power until Knute Nelson showed them what they might do. C. F.

Kindred deserved an avenue in a new towne
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"The neme of Houghton should never be removed from an avenue
in Grand Rapids. Captain Houghton ran the boats on the Mississippi river
from Aitkin to Grand Rapids. He first built a small one, then a larger
one and then came the Andy Gibson which was the largest and the last. To
operate a boat on the Mississippi river in the early days required a great
deal of practical ability, courage and e high degree of optimism. To come
up stream when the water was low was a real task. Everybody pushed at the
greater emergenciess In the early days Grand Rapids received everything
that it got on the boats. Before the railroad came.Captain Houghton was the
boss of transportation up in this neck of the woods. He laid out an ad-
dition to the village and an avenue was named for him, He was both prom=

inent and thrifty.

"Naturally the loggers left their names on the village mape. Simp-

son avenue was named for Sam Simpsone * * * He was one of the well known
characters of the day when men were rough and ready. The Delaittres left

their name on Delaittre avenuee * * *
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Visions of Grand Rapids' Founders

"As in the case of most new commmities, those who platted
lands at Grand Rapids had visions which have never materialized. Forty
years ago this community was a great center of logging. When iron ore was
found on the Mesaba range it was thought that the greatest deposits lay on
the western end of the range and that Grand Rapids would be a great mining
center. Irrespective of prospects, the market for town lots was good and
when there is a market it must be suppliede Thus many additions to the
village were laid out after the original town site had been platted. The
platted areas ran up and down the river. A town three or four miles square
and large enough to accommodate 50,000 people was laid out. Wild forties
were sold for additions to the village and after being platted property
for meny years some of them reverted to cow pastures and their streets and

avenues have been erased from the map."
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Jemes Je Hill, The Great Northern, & Iron Ore ﬁ/ <j2, j>

"James Je Hill and the Great Northerm Iron Ore ﬁ;géerties
gsecured their start in the iron ore business in Itasca county. When the
Great Northern Railway Company bought the bankrupt Duluth and Winnipeg
Railroad, it obtained title to some ten or twelve thousand acres of land
in Itasca and St. Louis counties. Later James J. Hill, after viewing the
Mahoning mine and seeing the possibilities for iron ore transportation,
purchased the Duluth, Mississippi River and Northern Railroad. This was
called in this section, the Wright and Davis Road and it was operated by
Ammi W, Wright and Charles He. Davis of Saginaw, Michigen. It extended from
Hibbing through Swan River and to the Mississippi River at Jacobson. The
railroad later became the Swan River branch of the Great Northern. With the
purchase, went about twenty-five thousand acres of Wright and Davis lands on

the lMesabe Range.

"On these lands and others, were found iron ores which lr. Hill
believed would total between four hundred and six hundred million tonse
Various corporations were formed to hold these universal lands. Later the
Great Northern Iron Ore Properties was created and this orgenization has dis=
tributed at least seventy-five million dollars to those who hold its certif-

icates. ¥ * *
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"In 1907 the United States Steel Corporation made leases of
the Great Northern ore landse * * * On January 1, 1915 the Steel Cor-
poration withdrew from the operation of Great Northern properties. * * ¥
“The ability or the good fortune of James J. Hill has meant
mach to the Great Northern Railroad. Three lines of railroad reach from
the Mesaba range to the line of rail which extends through Grand Rapids
to Duluth. In the busy season, the trains follow each other every hour or
so. Northeastern Minnesota has been a profitable section to those railroads
which have been fortumate enough to have iron ore to carry * * *, In an
interview with We We Folwell in 1907, Mr, Hill said 'There, Mr. Folwell, this

map shows ore lands worth six hundred million dollars,more or less. All of

this I could have kept as my own, but I have turned it over to the stock-

holders of the Great Northern Railway Company. No man cares less for money

than I dos I have enough for myself and my femily; why should I burden

myself with all this wealth?'"
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/'\ Events of Importance in 1894. 7 /5?14

: ' —————— — . -
& éﬂi W & big yeur in the history of Grand Rapids. On Saturdsy,
7 R s

September l?xﬁlf that yeary appea‘fe‘ﬂ the Grand Rapids Herald which was soon
o become the Herald-Review. The telephone system was completed in that
v/ year, and the waterworks were built (?) The first electric lights to glow in
/ the village of Grand Repids appeared on Thanksgiving night in 1894 at the time

of opening the Pokegama Hotel.

The opening of this hotel was the event of events, end, in the
language of the Herald, "the handsome costumes of the ladies and the taste-
ful attire of the gentlemen gave a very pleasing appearance to the assemblage
on the eve of the opening banquet and ball. There was a bountiful Thanksgiving
dinner and at 10 o'clock the first electric light glowed at the hotel. Soon
the entire building was lighted with great brilliancy and cheer after cheer re-

sounded throughout the dining room and lobby."

"The builder of the Pokegams hotel was D. M. Gunn, who for half
a century has had a most imporbant connection with Grand Rapids and Itasca
county. The completion of the Pokegema was a big event in his 1life though it
was & hard task to finance a hotel during the hard times that were in exist-
e"/ ence following the panic of 1893,
fl
N

"My, Gunn first came to Grand Rapids in 1882. He was born in Canada.

\% , Meny of those who helped to develop northern Minnesota came to the United States
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from various Canadian provinces. D. M, Gunn, after spending a season in
carpenter work in North Dakota, came with three companions To Aitkine. All
were planning to come into the woods to work. However, Mr. Gunn secured
a job as a clerk in a hotel run by Carl R. Douglas at Aitkin and in 1882
he came to Grand Rapids to look after a hotel and stopping place that Mre

Douglas had here and which stood near the present site of the paper mille.

"Grand Rapids was very, very new in 1882, There were a few stores
and saloons. If a person knew his directions properly, walking through the

woods and a couple of swamps would bring the traveler to Crystal lake which

for some years after the founding of the village was considered on the out-

skirts of town. Naturally the hotels of the early days catered to the lumber-
jack trade. Drunken lumberjacks were interesting for awhile but they soon
grew tiresome and after a few months of service lir. Gunn went to Brainerd.
There he came in contact with the men who laid out and founded the village

of Grand Repidse Ten years after his first visit he returned to Grand Rapids
as the owner of the Pokegama hotele His first structure burmed and within

a few months after this disaster the new Pokegama was constructed.

"The Pokegama hotel has seen many things. Under its roofs have
slept the men who have played a very intimate and important part with every
activity in Grand Rapids and northern Minnesota. The Pokegama could tell
many an interesting story if it could talk. Some of those stories would deal

with politicse Others would concern mines and timber. Many a fish story
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has been told in the Pokegama and many are the hunters who have added
to their exploits as the hospitality of the hotel has added to their comforte
If the Pokegama could tell just half of what it knows, there would be enough

history to £ill a library.

"It was in 1894 that D. M. Gunn was elected a member of the Minn-
esota House of Representatives. After some years of service there he retired
from politics, but in 1904 he was brought back into public service againe This
time he served two terms of four years as state senator from this district. IHe

looked after the interests of his constituents and did not meke speechese.

"When D, M, Gunn came to Grand Rapids a half century ago this coming
year, there was nothing here except some trees to cut and some Indians. Since
that time agriculture, as it is found today, has been developed. Since 1882
the iron ore deposits of the Mesaba range have been discovered. The villages
on the western end of the Mesaba range have been built. In them are banks
and Mr. Gunn is president of six of them, for since the sale of the Pokegama
hotel, approximately 15 years ago, his time has been devoted to banking and

to other interestse * * *

“"Grand Rapids was a rough and rugged community in its earlier days.

The industry which surrounded it made it that way. Many young men who came

7
v =
-

to the village and to Itgsca county succumbed to the bad influence/which were

constantly about thems Those who did not were perhaps all the stronger and
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better as the result of a broad experisnce with life. From the very out-

set, however, Grand Rapids possessed citizens who desired to build a
substantial community and the year 1854 with all of its civic achievements

perhaps renks as the most important in the entire history of the community."
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Christmas Time

"Christmas time in Ifasca county is today quite different than

it was a quarter of a century or more agoe

"The most extensive observance of Christmes comes to communities
where there are families, homes, schools, and plenty of children. The
Christmas of the earlier days in the lumber camps we.s in guite a contrast
to that of todaye When the pine was being cut there were few homes, few
churches and few women and children around about the country to make an
excuse for Christmas celebration. Christmas was thus more or less of a date

on the calendars.

"The holidays were.busy times in the lumber camps. It was usually
the best part of the year in which to cut and handle timber. The men would
come in in the fall and probably work for from 30 to 60 days in making pre-
parations and cutting. Lumber camps did not close down for Christmas though,—
the day was generally observed as one of rest. Some of the more thirsty among
the men in camp might break awsy for a short drunk but it was not considered
in good form to le:ve the camp during the middle of the season and indulge in

a long sprees

"There was very little liquor around lumber campse. Those who
operated camps lkmew the wealkness of their men and the rules against whiskey
were very strict * * * Once in & while at one of the camps, especially at
smaller camps which were run by individuals, some beer and whiskey would be

brought in to help to observe Christmas or New Years. The gquantity that was
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brought to the camp, however, was limited. There was just enough to give

ik

a feeling of satisfaction without permitting any drunkenness.

“"Christmas day was marked by some little additionfg£tention to the

appetitee There was usually a little extra food of the kinds that the men
most liked on the tablese The cook also made mince pie or did a few extra
things of that kind to observe the day. Sometimes some chicken or turkey would
appear on the table. There was always plenty to eat in the lumber camps, part-
icularly during the later days of logging ,and Christmas was marked by some

additional efforts on the part of the worthy cook and his gssistants.

"Camps differed very much in their natures. In some camps there
wes & group of men who simply ate, worked and slepte. There was little or mno
visiting and not very much fun. At nine o'clock the lights were out and every-
one was supposed to be in his bunk. Long before the winter daylight everyone
was at work. At mealtime there was supposed to be no talking. Sunday was the
day to sleep a little longer and do the washing, which each man did for himself
on the Sabbath morning. Lumber camps were rather strict and very busy places
and no wonder that when the spring breakup came the vast majority of the men

wished to celebrate in the well known manners

"However into some of the camps would come men who were talkative
and friendly. Into the woods drifted meny kinds of people and it was not sur-
prising to find at lumber camps men who had had a large experience in other act-

ivities, even to the stage. S. D. Patrick tells of ventriloquists, sleight=of=
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hand men and circus performers who had in some way or other gotten into lumber
campse Naturally they used their talents to entertain others and Christmas
days and Saturday evenings were marked By varieties of entertainment. 1In
many camps there were fiddlers and there would be dances. The men who were
to take the part of women tied handkerchiefs around their arms. There was
dancing a large part of the night, interspersed with exhibitions of jigging,
and clog dancing. Sometimes in the later days of logging, when there was a
settlement in the wooded area, those who worked in lumber camps would, on Sat-
urday evening, attend basket socials and other entertainments and many of them

took quite a part in the community affairs of the wooded frontiere

"Lumberjacks could not be described as a religious people. They
did not take creed or religion very seriously. Traveling ministers came to
the camps and preached. Many of them, of eourse, did a great deal o
and they were always treated with respect. As a matter of f » those who
worked in the woods had, as far as can be known, but on‘general weakness. That
was thé desire to use strong drink. Many of those who worked in the woods be=-
came successful loggers and lumbermen. Many of them beceme leaders in commun-

ities and states.

L}
i it il e A i i‘&Tﬂ:’
"There were three distinct types of men, who came withfzﬁe woods.

The ol%tims lumberjack was a Yankee who came from Maine or perhaps from lower

Canada. He was of good American stock whose parents had followed woods work
as their occupation in life. When the woods of Maine were cut these lumber-

Jacks ceme to Michigan, then on to Minnesota and later perhaps went to the big
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woods farther weste Following them came the Scandinavians, the Norwegians

and Swedes, strong, big men of the woods, many of whom stopped their work in

camps to build and develop farms in the cutover region. Following this group

came the mixed elements which the labor agencies sent out to the lumber campse
These men were everything from almost everywhere. Some of them were experienced
in the woods and others were not. To the oldtime lumberjack cutting and sawing
were almost a profession. He began work in the woods as a youth and followed

it as long as he could swing an ax or draw a saws"
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Treaty of 1855 - Saloons

"Immediately before the %rld “ar there existed in this section

lf(\ a special sentiment for two things. One was to keep liquor away from the

Indians, the other was to keep white people from drinking. The agitation
which later resulted in the 18th amendment was at its height when it was
discovered that an old Indian treaty executed in 1855 prohibited the sale
of liquor in a large territory in a considerable part of which there wers

no Indianse.

"The Indisns liked liquor end the white brothers have both supplied
it to him and have tried to keep it away from him. * * * In 1851 Gideon H.
Pond, editor of the Dakota Friend and a man who knew the Indians told of their
desire for drink as follows:

'Twelve years ago they bade fair to die, alltogether, in one
drunken jumble. They must be drunk - - they could hardly live if
they were not drunk - = many of them seemed as uneasy when sober as
a fish does when on land. At some of the villages they were drunk
months together. There was nc end to it. They would have whiskeye
They would give guns, blankets, pork, lard, flour, corn, coffee, sugar,
horses, furs, traps, anything, for whiskey. I; was made to drink - it
was good =-it was wakan. They drenk it, =~they bit off each other's
noses --broke each other's ribs and heads, they knifed each other.
They killed one another with guns, knives, hatchets, clubs, fire-
brands; they fell into fire and water and were burned to death, or
drowned; they froze to death, and committed suicide so frequently that,
for a time, the death of an Indian in some of the ways mentioned was
but little thought of by themselves or others,?

"When treaties with the Indians were negotiated many of them pro-
vided that no liquor should be sold within certain areas. This was true of

the treaty of 1855. However this treaty had evidently been forgotten until
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about 1916« At that time the govermment was hgving a large amount of trouble
with the sale of liguor to Indians. Not every saloon wculd openly sell over
the bar to the Redskin. But the majority of them would end the federal agents

aescertained this well kmown fact without much difficulty.

"To handle the situation easily and directly the old treaty was
revived. It was found to include not only the territory in which the reserva-
tions were found, but it extended south of the Indien settlements, west a
long ways, and east as far as Chisholm on the lesabe range. Hibbing or Chis-
holm never saw an Indian except on special occasions but their saloons were

closed up together with those of Grand Rapids end all of the rest of the com=-

mmnities on the western end of the Mesgba. / “?4

ek &, /fu':% / ,xw.%/g"f‘ﬁ?? ‘éawz 2 Creci—

"The Indian agentsﬁdid a most thorough end complete job. While
public sentiment was not altogether in favor of reviving a sixty year old treaty,
nevertheless, the saloon was very unpopular. People were ready to have them
closed up whether or not there were Indians around. The saloonkeeper who did
not voluntarily close his place was given a visit and Carrie Nation with her
hatchet never did a better job of execution of bottles and kegs than did Pussy~-
foot Johnson's men. Beer, wine and old whiskies flowed down the sewers and
broken bottles and staved in barrels were thrown into the cornmer. MNgst of the

men who were in the saloon business were expecting to have to quit sometime,

but they didn't expect the summons to come quite so soon. In Grand Rapids




Grand Rapids Herald Report
Sumer
dyly 25, 1940

December 30, 1931
(continued)

there were about 20 saloons to close up, in Deer River there was about a

dozen and some of the range towns in those earlier days had nearly as meny

seloons as they had houses.

"Some of the seloonkeepers thought there was nothing to the treatys
They argued that it was too old to have its effect but the courts sustained

the actions of the Indian agents when a definite test was made. * * *

"Prohibition and Indian treaties have not kept liquor away from
the Red Man. It is to be admitted that the Indian is not very diseriminating
in his tastes for strong drink. He does not speculate as to how old or how
pure enything that is offered to him may be. If he can get it dowm his throat
without taking the enemel from his teeth he drinks it., A very populer drink

on the reservation in late years has been 'canned heat.! It cen doubtless

Justly be said that most of the Indians have more use for their money to buy

food than to buy moonshine end doubtless if it could be correctly ascertained
it is probably true that the Indiems of today have no stronger passion for

liquor than do their white neighbors."
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Beans - Camp foode

%hen the French first came into Mimnnesota, pea soup was their

principal food. Combined with salt or pickled pork into a thick soup it

- AC e B ef"'
was a real food, easily pwedured. fa, /“

Alexender McKenzie.wrote a history of the fur trade, in which we jDo&Tﬁ@Ef

£ind that when he was et Grand Repi@, in 1801, the diet of the inhabitants was

e bit more varied.

"The proprietors, clerks, guides and interpreters mess together,
to the number of sometimes a hundred, at several tables, in one large hall,
the provision consisting of breed, salt pork, beef, hams, fish and venison,
butter, peas, Indiem corn, potatoes, tea, spirits, wine, etc., and plenty
of milk, for which purpose several milch cows are constantly kepte The
mechanics have retions of such provision, but the canoemen, both from the
North and Montreal, have no other allowance here, or in the voyage, than
Indien corn and melted fat. The corn for this purpose is prepared before
it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a strong alkali, which takes off the
outer husk; it is then well washed, and carefully dried upon stages, when
it is fit for use. One quart of this is boiled for two hours, over & moderate
fire, in a gallon of water; to which, when it has boiled a small time, are
added two ounces of melted suet; this causes the corn to split, and in the
time mentioned mekes a pretty thick pudding. If to this is added a little

salt (but not before it is boiled, as it would interrupt the operation) it

: (4]
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mekes & wholesome, palatable food, and easy of digestion. This quentity is

fully sufficient for a man's subsistence during twenty-four hours; though it
is not sufficiently heertening to sustain the strength necessary for a state

of active labor. The Americans call this dish hominee."

“"Baked beans have had the most important role in sustaining energy

and strengbth for the work of the woods and & new country. The baked bean is

just ebout as old as the nation itself. It was a standby in New England and
quite a few families in Minnesote still cling to the old New Englend custom

of baked beans, hot on Saturday evening and cold for brealkfast Sunday morninge

"Beans were the outstending food of the lumber camps. * * * Beans
also combined well with pork to make that most famous partnership of pork and

beans. Beans were brought into Grand Rapids for lumber camps by the tons * * *

"No breakfast was complete without several stacks of flapjacks. It
.was quite a job to make emough cekes for a hundred hungry men and the cook and
his assistents were on the job early. There was plenty of coffee and the tea

was strong enough to tan the insides of those who were not accustomed to it.

"Wild rice was the favorite food of the Indien. Now under normal
conditions the Indien cen sell most of his rice for a good price, for Fifth
Avenue has taken to wild rice within the past few years and what was once a

drug on the market now is in good demand."
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Schools
From an old minute book of the board of education of School
Q&’ﬁistrict No. 1, Itasca county. The book has 200 pages. In it, in long hand,
are written the minutes of the board for the period from July 30, 1894 to March
11, 1903. It is evident from the minutes that the school district at that time

included all of Itasca county.

qc?,

{
f%//
4

The members of the school board in 1894 were He Re King, Ee Ae Kremer
and Charles Kearney, who was clerk and in whose handwriting the minutes for three

or four years appears

During the period covered by the book there were three clerks of the
school district, Charles Kearney, Mary Ehle and Mrs. Co C. McCarthy. There was
also guite a change in the board membership, though there were always three

members, as at present. (7)

In 1895 there were 11 teachers employed in the district. Milton Todd

\, was the principal of the schools and there were teachers for the six grades. Eve

o ¥
.;‘
&

W
\‘///f;” idently there was no school beyond the sixth grade in 1895 for there is no men-
/f tion of the employment of teachers for higher grades. In addition to the em-
ployment of teachers for the Grand Rapids schools, teachers were employed for
Swan River, Cohasset, Deer River and Blackberry. Mr. Todd as principal received
$85 per monthe Some of the teachers received $50 per month and others $40. E. T.

Carroll wes later employed as superintendent of schools at Grand Rapids for $1000

a year. The budget estimate of expenses for operating the schools for a year as
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presented to the board on July 5, 1897, was $12,600.

One of the most importent pieces of business in 1895 was the

gy/erection of the new school. This school is now known as the Central School (7)
P

/

The old building which had served before that time was moved to one cormer of
the block and bids were received for the new school during the summer. Schwartz
end Spindler got the comtract at $21,482. In addition there were heating end

other contracts bringing the cost to around $30,000.

Poplar firewood wes bought for $1.40 a cord, tamarack for §2.25,
and it appears that J. M. Romans furnished some jack-pine to the school district

for $1.75 a cord.

Mrs. McCarthy begen her work as clerk on July 5, 1899, By that time
some high school work had been established end the district required another
new school. It was about three years, however, before a separate building
for the high school was started. At the meeting of July 19, 1902, the budget
for expenses for the district was set at $20,000 and $30,000 was set aside for
the erection of a new high school. Bids were received for the school as it was
later constructed for approximately $32,000 with heating end plumbing and ad-

ditional costs of from $5,000 to $6,000.

In 1902 e petition was received for a school at Bigfork and schools
had been established at Trout Lake, near Pokegeme Leke, and, beginning at about
this time, every meeting seemed to contaein a petition for & school in the out-
lying sections. Most of these schools were not expensive. The first Trout

Lake school cost $125 and the first school constructed at Warba cost $145. A
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Iﬁ{ Y & 3:' school at Cow Horn Leke was built late in 1902 and in 1903 the high school

at Grand Rapids wes ready for occupancye.

In the winter season of 1900-~1901 smallpox was very prevalent in
Itasca county, and all children were required to have a certificate showing

that they had been vaccinated.

Transportation was not easy then, and there was no transportation

of students, or aid to those who went to school.
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Roads

"Ce M, King first came to Itasca county as a homesteader in the
Bigfork valley. Educated as a schoolteacher and a lawyer, he taught one of
the first schools near Effie. * * * After some time at his home in Effie he
moved to Deer River where he was superinbendent of schools and where he prec-.

ticed law.

"It was as county comhissioner from the first distrioet in Ttasca
county that Mr. King became best kmown. His commissioner district was larger
then many counties of the state. It was wild and undeveloped. C. M. King
had a passion for roads. * * * He pleaded for every penny the county would
allow him for highway construction. He would go in debt for roads. He gave
all of his personal energy and attention to highways. He worked on the road
guestion days end evidently dreamed about it at night,end it is interesting to
recall the faet that several years before the trunk highwey system in Minnesota
was created, Ce Ms King told of his idea of the same plan that is now followed

for financing and construction of a trunk highwey system.

"Mr. King's conception of the road problem was far in advance of

his time and most of the roads which he laid out are still in use because he

planned that they should begin and terminate at definite places.

"Not only as an apostle of good roads was C. M. King prominent, but

he was prominent in the Democratic party and he took a leading part in matters

pertaining to development. He wore & long-tailed ccat and a broad-brimmed hat
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and he was always going somewhere or doing something.

A story is told about Ce M. King as commissioner. A long list
of names was submitted by each commissioner for jury service. The rest of
the commissioners looked over lMr. King's and gasped. All of them were John-

sons, 40 or 50 of them, all from district one in Itasce county."

Says the editor of the Herald-Review, in the issue of January 20,

"Personally we well remember attending a citizenship hearing in
Grand Rapids some 12 or 156 years ago. A large number of Finnish people from
the western part of the county were becoming citizens end R. K. Doe of Duluth,
who was naturalization officer, was examining all of the prospective citizens.
He asked them the usual questions as to who was governor and congressman and
questions with which people are supposed to be familiar. That day C. M. King
was governor, congressman, senator and everything but president of the United
States. When the question was asked as to who occupied any important office
the first neme that came to a Finnish person from western Itasca county was
that of C. Ms King. Only death interrupted or could have interrupted Mr.

King's service as commissioner from his district."

"The C. M, King home at Deer River, in which Stafford King, state

2

auditor, fpem—"" = ge————————"  wa g raised, was a very

busy home. Along about nine o'clock in the morning, even earlier, people would
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come in to consult the commissioner. We never went to the C. M. King home
thet we were not asked to stay for dinner and that everyone else who came
was not asked to participate in a meal. Along about 11 o'clock Mrs. King
would look in from the kitchen and size up the task that was before her. The
telephone or the doorbell was ringing all the time. One person would wish
some relief from the county poor funds which were then in the hends of the
commissioners for expenditure. Another one wished a roed. There were fre-

quent consultations about road building methods and the work,which was im-

portent to many a new settler,was distributed around as the commissioner

thought best. A telephone message would request that Mr. King bring out some
spavin cure on his next visit or do some errand for some person out in the
country. The telephone preceded the road and Mr. King wasnot only an official

but an errand boy for the whole countryside. * * *"
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Special Note

Fur Farming in Grand Repids.
Ascertain all about fur farming business of Mr. H. A, LeSusur

and the Bunce Brothers. Anybody else in the fur farm business there?

Es Ae Sumner.
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January 27, 1932

Drinking Liquor

Probably no one has had a mch larger experience with lumber
jacks than George Arscott of Grand Rapids. For over 30 years he worked with

them in the woods, cooked for them, employed them in his own timber operations.

He started almost as a boy, in Michigan. He worked there for the

Itasca Lumber Company. Then he came here where he was employed by Wright &
Davis, Price Brothers, Dempsey & Dougherty, and other well known early operators.
For ten years he logged on his own account. He has given much time to public
service. He was president of the Grand Rapids village council for some years,

and a long time chairman of the board of School District No. One.

"The lumberjacks of Michigen and the early woods workers of this
section were mighty men. They were from Maine, Canada, Scotland. In fact
Mre Arscott said that he had worked for eight years in the woods before he
saw a Scandinavien at a lumber ceamp. The earlier lumberjacks were profession-

al woodsmen from wooded countriese

George Arscott cannot speak too highly of the men of the woods. He
thinks that they were the best lot of men ever assembled in any one industry.
They were exceedingly loyal to their employers. That was a lumberjack charace=
teristice Some of them worked yeer in and year out for the same operatore

They knew the boss and the boss lmew them. They worked together on a basis of
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mutual respect.

"The lumberjack was a hard worker. He gave his job all that he had.
He took pleasure ln being able to do a good day's work. There was competition
as to who could best chop, sgw or handle logse Cutting down pine trees was a
professions It was the life work of most of the men who followed the woods.
Meny of them went west to the big timber when the pine of northern Minnesota
had been cut, and some of the old-timers from this section could go to Oregon

and Wyshington and see many of the men with whom they worked years ago.

“"The real lumberjack was a men of most kindly disposition. A team-
ster would take better care of his horses then he would of himself. There was
no such thing as disrespect for women. Money had little value except to give
away or buy something to drinke. The lumberjeck's sense of humor mey have been
e little coarse, but it was keen and to the point. The lumberjack became a
romentic character because he possessed certain very splendid and outstanding

qualities on which romance could be built, * * *"

"The lumberjack had but one fault, the desire to drink. That wes
8 common failing but Mre Arscott says that it was not one that wes confined only
to the lumberjeck in the early days of IL.asca. Drinking was the common fault
of many peoples The lumberjack did more of his at one time. He worked hard

all winter, came into town in the spring and in a few hours of time the strong

shrewd men of the woods became about as responsible as children. Their money

was spent or stolen. The weeks and months of effort went for nothing. But there

was another winter ahead,
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Januvary 27, 1932
(continued)

"Some of the men did not drink, saved their money, went into
business for themselves or bought land and timber. They were the exceptions.

* ¥ ¥

"When logging was at its height from four to five thousand men

worked in the camps tributary or near to Grand Rapidse That created a great

deal of activity. Grand Rapids was busy, very busy. So was Deer Rivere As
high as 1500 men would come into Deer River in a day during the fall when the
camps were starting. Its four large hotels were filled to overflowing and

scores of men slept on the saloon floorse * * *"
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Rivers - Logging

"The rivers were the early arteries of transportation in Itasca

county. The first logs to be cubt were harvested near to the lakes and rivers

and floated down to the mills as far down the Mississippi as Winona end Keokuk.

"The three important rivers in Iiasca county from a logging stand-
point are the Mississippi, the Prairie and the Bigfork, which flows north to=-
ward the Rainy. The first logs to be cut in this section were naturally cut
on the banks of the Mississippi, loaded into the water and allowed to find

their way southwarde

A letter from Jolmn Gilmore of Minneapolis to his friend C. H. Marr
of Grand Rapids tells how Gilmore and others came on a flatboat from Aitkin
to what is now Grand Rapids in the fall of 1872. MNr. Gilmore at the time of
writing that letter was one of the very few men left who had ocut logs in
Ttesca at so early a date. There was not even a shanty of any kind on the
site of Grand Rapids at that time. Gilmore was working with Gil Henson, Andy
Gibson snd Wes Day and these men spotted a tote road up the Prairie river to
the mouth of Clearwater brook. During that winter there was considerable act-
ivity on the Prairie. Wes Day had four cemps on Clearwater brook and Hill
Lewrence had two camps on the lake that was later named for him, Lawrence laks.
The four men who were in charge of Wes Day's camps were Dan Day, Henry Saunders,
Tom Costigan end Jim Joness Chris Burns and Bob lMcCabe were working for Hill

Lawrence that winter and Captain Hasty was walking boss for Lawrence.
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Andy Gibson was a wonderfully good men in the woods, but would

not take more than $1.00 a dey for his work, it is said.

"The tote teams used to bring up what is described as 'forty-rod
whiskey,' but the lumberjacks would steal it if they could find it on the
load. William Tibbetts drove one of the teams, but he always kept a sharp
lookout for whiskey thieves and very seldom was the whiskey stolen. Tibbetts

did not drink, and was a safe custodian for the hooch.

William Seeley of Aitkin was in Gil Hanson's camp with John Gilmore

on Clearwaters Con Dineen, another character of the early days of Itaska county,

worked for Wes Day?and Ge Go Hartley, later of Duluth and famous for his mineral

success, also got his first experience on the Prairie in the early 70's.

The first dam at the foot of Wabana lake was built by Con Dineen
in the fall of 1872. Following this season the Prairie became a very active

stream, and was a great carrier of forest products for over half a cenbtury.
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Religion = Churches - Sunday Schools

In 1910 there was not a Sunday School in Itaslgycounty except in

the villages or in the communities where there were churches. There was no
rural Sunday school worke. The country was new, there were few roads, and

settlement was only well begun.

Then in 1910 He J. Snyder came to Grand Rapids, and Itasca county.
Since that time Mr, Snyder has established meny Sundey schools. He represents
(ed?) in Itasca county the American Sunday School Union. This great inter-
denominational movement is nationwide in scope.

Its plan has been to establish Sunday schools in rural sections
where there are no churches. When a church comes to ths community, the work
is taken over by the church. For many years H. J. Snyder has been (was?) the
general community minister, performing, in addition to Sunday school work, all

the other duties which fall to religious leaderss

For many years Grand Rapids and Itasca county were regarded as a
mission field for the various esbablished churches, and the county had two
very interesting activities of a religious nature. One of these was to Chris-
tianize the Indians. This has been no easy taske The Indians do not take
readily to the white man's religious principles. The outstanding good that the
church seems to have done for the Indian here will probably be found in its
charitable activities and the influence of example exerted by the white man's

everyday life and behavior, yielding comforts and luxuries such as the savage
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(continued)

life never gave them --not the preaching or teaching religious tenetse

The Indian has his own concept of religion, and he stands by it

as strongly and as sincerely as the Christian stands by his belief, only he
has never had the complex to try to bring the white brother over on his side.
But among the Indians there are various sects, each etermally trying to make
converts of the rest, even as in the Christian world. Some of the religious
activities of the Indians have had to be restriocted by the Indian Department,
because they involved too much on the part of those who were seeking converts
to their particular views. Many of the Indian dances have a very strong re-
ligious significance. The Indian takes his religion just as seriously as any
other race of people, but he manifests it in his own way, and~émbraces the

white man's ideas of theology very slowly =-and very loosely, as a rule.

The other special objazﬁive of many of the churches has been the

conversion of the lumberjackge He also was slow to take up any different re-
ligious ideas than he already possesseds They were always very respectful to
the ministers who came to preach to them, but it is very doubtful that any im-

pression was made that didn'®t wash off at the basin.

Scandinavian people have strong church organizations, and some of
the Finnish people are religious, attending a division of the Lutheran church.
In the range communities the Greek Orthodox church serves a large constituency

from central European countries.
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Eating - Food

When Grand Rapids was the wooded frontier:

Snow birds were very plentiful here in the early days of logging,
and the people of Itasca county were accustomed to making snow bird pie. The
birds were atiracted to a place under a blanket by some sort of bait, and when
a good flock was feeding the stakes holding up the blanket were dropped flat;
catching a good part of the covey. It took two or three dozen for a meat pie,

but this was considered a great winter treat.

Other game eaten extensively by the early comers were, of course,
squirrels, rabbits, raccoons, beavers, especially the tails, woodchuck, por-
cupine.

Of course venison end moose are the real standbys in pioneer countries.

Prior to 1865 there were no deer in Itasca county, nor any place in Minnesota

north of Mille Lae. But the moose were plentiful, and moose meat is preferable

to venison by most people. And there are plenty of deer there now.

Bear meat was eaten extensively, also, and wild ducks were appre=-
ciated, and coots. But civilization has come, and with it has returned the

appetite for beef, pork and poultrye.
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NewsBaEers

"Ae G. Bermard was an early editor in Ibtasca, probably the first
in this immediate section. (Grand Rapids vicinity) He established a newspaper
at La Prairie which then had the prospects of becoming & metropolis. La
Prairist's hopes, however, were short-lived. Business moved to what is now
Grand Rapids, and with it the newspaper. For several years lMr. Bernard con-
ducted the Magnet of Grend Rapids. He was known as the 'Moose.' This dis-
tinction was given because of the fact that he had a very large nose which
reminded the early citizens of the appearance of the nose of a moose as this
monarch of the forest stepped out of the woods. The hopes of Grand Rapids
which led to the broad and early extensions of the village limits over a
considerable area in these parts, also induced the establishment of newspapers.
Ee Ce Kiley came to work for A. Ge Bernard and later established the Herald.
The Lumberman's Review was consolidated with Mr. Kiley's paper to make the

Herald-Reviews De Ce Anderson and his brother established the Itasca County

Independent which was purchased later by Ae L. Lé:Freniere. The Herold-Review

and Independent jointly disposed of the Mggnet, which, in the meantime, had
come by some way or another into the ownership of Henry Hughes. As Ge Bermard
was repubed to have had an interesting past before he came to Itasca county
and after leaving here he established papers at Walker and Cass Lake. We

know nothing about later events in his life."
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Crime in Early Itasca

Rough characters made for crimes of violence in early Itasca,
with its rough surroundings. At almost every court session, some one went
on trial for murder, while today e murder case is a rarity, and at many
sessions of the court the grend jury is not called to consider eny criminal

charges.

/‘7&1,‘»’1;'- F - ”o‘/tjlelh;' £ - N W')

"In 1896 the land in GO-Z%Awas being settled. Napoleon Russell and
his femily built & home of logs on the tote road running through that township,.
Near the Russell home John Bgeon lived alone on the shores of a lake. Further
dowvn on the lake lived Peter McKemna, MoKenna had but one eye and was lknown
as 'One Eyed Pete's His record was not goode It was reputed that he stole
things from the houses of the homesteaders. The settlers would lock their
homes but McKenna would 1ift the padlock so that the keyhole would be somewhat
exposed, back off gnd shoot into the lock with his rifle. He would then obtain
what he wished and as Bacon had missed some flour and other necessities he nat-

urally thought that One Eyed Pete had taken them.

"One Sunday morning Napoleon Russell and his family came to Grand
Rapids to do some trading, a task which would normally require several days.
Before they left they asked Bacon to come over at times and fesd the chickens
and look after their property. Two or three days later some neighbors coming
by the Russell homestead saw that it had been burned to the ground. They not-

ified the owners in Grand Rapids who hurried back. In the ruins of the ecabin
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(continued)

were found some bones which Dr. Russell, as coroner of the county at that
time, put into a cardboard box and brought to Grend Rapids. There was also
a match-safe and a knife said to belong to John Bacon. Undernmeath the bones
wes a small piece of unburned cloth later identified as part of a Mackinaw
which belonged to Bacon. There was also the key to the Russell chicken coop.
One Eyed Pete was immediately arrested and charged with the murder of John

Bacone

"On the stand McKenna told a certain story. He said that on Mone

day he went to a neighbor's homestead, that of a man named Breckenridge, for

the purpose of cutting hay. It was a rainy morning and as Breckinridgé had

decided not to cut he determined to go home and cut on his own meadow. As

his land laid Zréiq;7:near to that of Bacon, there was dispute about the owner=
ship of the meadow. When McKenna arrived at his home he found that the hay
had been cut. He saw Bacon, said that he thanked him for cutting his hay and
then went on. He swore that he never saw Bacon again and did not know what

had becoms of hime

"Ce Lo Pratt was the county attorney and C. C. McCarthy was appoint-
ed to defend lMcKenna. There was a strong presumption of One Eyed Pete's guilt.
But the law was in his favor. An important question, well kmown in courts,
was raisede In order to convict McKenna it was first necessary to prove the
death of Bacon. No one may be convicted of first degree murder without proof
that the person who was supposed to have been killed was actually dead. There

was strong evidence to show that he was. But there must be positive and complebte
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proof of death. That point could not be proveds The bones and evidence

found among the ruins were not considered ample evidence. McKenna was freed.

"After the verdict of the court lMoKenna proceded to get diunk. He
then talked. He told how on Monday morning he had gone to the Breckenridge
homestead to cut some hay but as it was rainy he returned by way of the Russell
home. There he saw John Baoon splittiﬁg woods Words followed. He claimed
that Bacon attacked him, and that he shot and killed him. He dragged the body
into the Napoleon Russell home, piled wood around it, emptied the contents of

a five-gallon kerosene can about the premises and set the shack on fire.

"MeKemna could not be again prosecuted for murder. He was, however,
immediately rearrested and sentenced on a charge of burming a building occupied
by & human beinge He was found guilty in quick order and sentenced to seven

years in the penitentiary.

"McKenne had little or no means to pay for his defense. He had his
T. 2./, % 2% W
claim inh60-24 which was then covered with pine, His right was being contested
by the Great Northern Railway compeny which had laid some script on his property

as it was suspected that iron ore was to be found throughout that whole section.

i :
While McKenns ‘Wl ,mpwm , the title to the claim was settlede The timber

which was valuable was sold by MoKenna for $1950. One half of it went to pay
the expenses of the defense and settling the title to the property. The other
half of it McKenna received on his release from prison. Not Ikmowing what to
do with his money, he intrusted it to a friend of his by the name of Hicks.

Hicks made way with the money and shortly afterwards was accused of murdering
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one of Jim Sherry's lumberjacks in a dispute over care of horses."

This is but one of many gruesome tales of early Grand Rapidse
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Itasca Co. Hist.~ notes from Itasca News, Deer River paper -~ BONNIWELL
pub . Saturdays. {

Feb, 16,1901 - Pat Maher, an old settler, was laid to rest last Tuesday.

Feb.23, 1901 -editorial,- "The Father of His Country was again awakened in
spirit in song and speech yesterday. 0ld Glory waved, and - we cannot

tell a lie - only one flag was hoisted in Deer River, and that was over a
saloon.

In editorial column, same date, - Since the hunting season closed there seems
to be a mania for shooting men. At all the new towns along the Great Northern
railroad, from Fosston to Cloguet, are collected many desperate law-breaking
men and women whose vocations in life are not models for the rising generation.

Bemidji has had two of these murder cases, Deer River as many in the past year,
and other towns along the line are in condition to furnish startling headlines for
the city newspapers on the most trivial provocation.

The process of civilization is of slow growth in countries just struggling for
recognition as organized communities, and to keep order and to observe the
law is not a part of the duty of the police or the new-fledged sheriff.

Things will change bye and bye when the cities and eounties become more populous;
until then we must bear with it in resignatoon. - Cass Lake Times,

March 9, 1901. - The County Commissioners at their meeting held the first of the week
appoijted J. A, Quigg of Deer River as county assessor. This is & tribute highly com-
plimenting to Mr, Quigg; and the Board, while it could not have found a better man

in the countyn than Mr. Quigg, must be given great credit for the simple reasén of
having for once dropped a plum to a man outside of Grand Rapids. Mr. Quiggbesides
being an expert timber cruiser and estimator, has served the county as deputy
assessor and in reviewing his work the Board found that the taxpayer would get

a just assessment, and they found also that under Mr. Quigg's assessments no heavy
pine owner gets off with with a lighter valuation on timbed than an individual

claim holder.

March 16,1901, - Large village vote cast and"a few good men lost by usual bad vote",
Results as follows;- Votes cast - 109,

Prea. of Council
We J. Coffron - - -76 Trustee,- Justice of Peace,-
A. D. Brooks - - =33 Dan Willis - - - 87 Jes Te Girard,2 yrs.
Je E. Sullivan - 57 Chas, Fullwood ~ -
Recorder,- We Jo Kelley - - 44 E. H, Inscho - - =
James Bailey - = - 52 F. L. Churchill- 38 ¢4 I 1414 /-
Ces We Robinson - - 47 F. Baker ~ =~ - 37 Wm Hulbert — - - -
Cs A, Birke - - 15 Andy Morrisey- - 27
Wm Moran = = - - 26 Constables,-
Treasurer,~ F. F, Seamen -~ - 5§ 4. Chapmen
F. F. Seaman = 86 M. McCluskgy 2 yr -
Ce My Irwin - 23 A, F, 0lgon = = = =
John McDonald - - -

March 16, 1901.
Township election at Rose school resulted.- eer River Tp.

Clerk,- C. W, Réginaon Constables.=
Supervisors,~ Treasurer,- L. Samelson F. Magnuson
A. D. Brooks, chrman. Assessor,~Jno. McDonald Jno Hedquist
Jas. Woodard Justice
M. Deering Jno. Irwin, Hugh McKay
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Bowstring Township officlal elected, -
Supervisors,= Town Qlerk,= i, C, Browm
Ellis Sambo, chrs Treasurer, Robt. Christie
Sam Torgeson Assessor, Jas. Sambo
Chas, Torgcson

March 16, 1901.- item = "Bull Dog" Reagan, known as a tough character, as his hame
implies, dropped off the rodsherec last week and was allowed to remain until after his
vote was cast, then he was given a nights lodgingb in the Coop, ordered to depart

on the next freight for Cass Lake.

March 23, 190l.~-item=- W? C? Goforth of Ste Paul has closed an optlon with the Hayward
heirs of Ste. Cloud for 640 acres of mineral land in Itazca County at a price

ranging close to $600,000,00, It is believed in some cirecles to be an out and out
sale and in the Hill interests, but this gannot be confirmed. The heirs clalm it is

only an optione.

April 1, 1901,~ item = A telephone to Grand Rapids, a much needed thing, is assured
if people will give a 1lift.

Same issue,-Are you a R.lied. 18 where Deer River ladies will "get back" at their
"Buffalo” husbandse

same issue,~ farmers are leaving their homes because they cannot drive over the roads.

Apre 13, 1901,~ R.N.A. Organized,="Ladies rode the Lemb and elected officers as
followag=-
Oracle, = liras Hathe M. Brooks Marshall, - Mrs., Jewell Haines
Vice Oracle,lrs, Margarite Loisel Inner sentinel,- Mrs. Delia Rencoe
Reoorder, Mrs. Nethe Fish Outer Sentinel=- lirs. Hilda Bailey
Receiver, lrse. Ada Fish Bde Of Mgras.,- Mrs. Wm Hulbert
Chancellor, Mrs. Pearl Taylor Mrse L. ¥, Lorson

lMrse. P+ Re Brookse

April 20, 1901The deal of Dan Willis for the purchase of the Churchill saloon
was formally closed last Monday and Mr. Willis took possession on that day.
it is a good paying investment and Dennie's friends hope to see him prosper
by ite Mre. Churchill expects to leave next week for some other point.

Apre 27, 1901,- Mrse D. Hildreth has the lambervon the ground and will at once begin
the erection of a new residence which she will occupy in plage of her log house
which she will have destroyed.

May 4, 1901,~ sditorial - Editor Atkinson, of the Hibbing News, who has been "there"
a8 few times himself and knows how it i3, doffs us the followinh bogueti:" The Deer
River llews has entered upon its fourth year., The news is one of those fearless
outspoken journals so rarely found, and it 1s a pleasure to read it."

April 27, 1901, reports 8 applications for liquor licenses,

May 4, 190lur. and Mrs. John Seaman , ?r. and lirs. W, J. Gibbs, John Walley, Len Scott,
and Burt Caldwell came down from the Big Fork Thursdaye

May 11, 1901.- still 8 application for liguor licenses.
same date,~ "Bull" Reagan, a notorious sharacter in Derr River a few years ago was
killed by Angus Mac Donald at Cass Lakc Thursdaye

Mayll,1901 - The round and jovial face of R, J. MoGee falrly beams with happiness
these days and his eyesaparkle and glow - cause why? a fine baby girl.
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May 18, 1901 - Qitizens want to know something about village matters. The following
gpeaks for itselfs-

Deer River, Minne April 25, 1901.- We, the undersigned, being residentsp taxpayers

and citizens of the Village of Deer River in the County of Itasca, Minnesota,
belleving as we do that the funds of the village during the past three years have
been squandered and wasted; and believing as we do that it is necessary that we should
have some fire protection in said village, and that unless some steps are at once taken
to prevent a recurrence of the squandering and wasting of the village funds no
inprovements will be made in said village; and believing as we do th&t it is

necessary to engage the services of an attorneg and couneéllor at law to prosecute

an action for injunetion to prevent the unlawful expenditure of said money, hereby
subscribe the amount set opposite our respective names toward defraying the ex-

penses of said attorney in sald suit.- - the whole story is here told in a few

words, It was circulated freely, and as freely signed, citizens generally express=

ing the opinion th&t some action was necessary. About $200.00 has thus far been
radseds The Quo Warranto proweedings instituted in St. Paul today is simply the
beginning of such action.

May 25. 1901. - mentionof a second R.R. accident, a collision, at Itasca Crossing.

June 1, 1901.- A musiw class of theee in Deer River are taking lessons of Sister
Dorathia at Grand Rapids. They are Mesdames P, R. Brooks, E. Loisel,and W. A.
Everton. They visit the Rapids every Monday.

3
June 8, 1901 - Hotel Quigg in ashes. Total loss $8500.00 , insurance $2500.00, one
life lost.

June 15, 1901 - collide on a trestle 30 feet from ground. Morning passénger in a fog
bumps head on.

June 22, 190l.- The wdllage gouncil indicted. Our village dads would not resign -
all under bonds till December.

On July 20 occurred a rear end collision. 25 passengers escape. Engineers leg
broke, couldn't see for the sun.

July 27, 190l. - The Grand Rapids Magnet was made to appear more than usually
bright on local news this week, by stealing items of importance from Itasca News.

Sheriff deputies Kearney and Moores were in town Tuesday prodding up some
delinquent personal property taxes. There are some business men here who have
never paid personal property tax, and the county commissioners have given the
sheriff instructions to do his duty.

August 3, 190l.- Rev. Robert Forbes dedicated ll, E. church last night. Large
congregation. Church finished and out of debt.

July 27, 1901 - saloons pay up. village fight settled except in spots.

August 3, 1901. After viewing some pictures taken of familiar scenes in Deer River,
the other day, we are led to suggest that President Coffron should have an ordi-
nance adopted prohibiting drunk officials or others from lying across the sidewalks
and obstructing travel in front of respectable business places.

August 17, 1901. Sometimes to bond is to rob. Special election means much to tax
payers. Waterworks, not bonds is the probable result of vote. Bomding not necessary,

August 24, 1901, - Council backed out and shaved ballot to waterworks only. Bonbing not
on ballot. total vote was 35, 21 for waterwarks, 11 against, 3 not marked.
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Septe 7, 1901 = Wiss Ina Ulobs and J, As Quigg quietly married in Minneapolis,

SJepte 7, 1901 - A Forest Fire Covers Sections. Close call for village and saw mill.
wvarsghouse and ﬂd barn burn upe [veryone outs A road builder did it. Fire was set on [
8ide of road instead of center. neckless deed.

Sept 14, 1901, = Accident or Murder, lirs. Mary Hanson of Moose Lake found in a pool
of Blood., Her husband delivers himself to the sheriff, claiming he shot her
aceldentallye.

Septe 26, 1901 - To Extend the Line, Itasca company's Rallroad to tap Blg Fork
thiis f2ll, Work begune

Septe 28, 1901 - "Lifted" a Watoh. Burglars visited the ltasca Hotel by a ladder
and L. McKinnon now tells time by the sun.

Ootober 19, 1901 = (apt, Mercer will be up next Tuesday, Oct. 22, to pey off the
Indianse, His hours will be from Tuesday noon till Vednesday noon. He goes to
Bena from heree = (ass Lake Times.

Nove 2, 190]1 = Seelye Will Show'Em . Bilg Lumbermen may Account for Dead and Down
Fraud.

The Minnesota Indian reservations it seems will continue causing the govern=-
ment no end of trouble until the bone of contention, namely the pine thereon,
is finally and completely disposed of,

In the latest development Charles w. Seelye is the chief figure. He is serve
ing & term of imprisonment for starting forest fires to make "dead and down" tim=
ber last summer, and recently the president denied a2 petition for pardon. Geelye
has now filed through his attorneys a statement alleging a gigantic conspiracy
involving a number of the most prominent Minnesota lumbermen, who he says are
making immense profits at the expense of the Indians and the government. A
Hearing will be given in the case in a few days by the interior department
officials, and Congresaman Morris of luluth, it is said, will make a statement
to vommissioner Jones to the effect that Seelye is the victim of this conspiracys

Seelye's statement alleges that certain Indians were persuaded to give un-
truthful testimony against him in the matter of forest fires, the big lumbermen
interested having paid liberally for that purpose. At one time beelye had a con=
tract for furnishing supplies to lumber camps. teveral of these contracts were
sublet to ueorge Fe Porter of Minneapolis who beslye f#i[ﬁ{ c¢laime, is one of
the men now plotting to work him ruin. Seelye and Porter got into a wrangle,
with the result that §11,000 of claims which beelye had against the government
are hung up in the treasury department. Acoording to the story as contained in
Seelye's statement, Porter organized the Indians in opnosition to Seelye and the
latter's arrest for starting forest fires followed. Seelye's attorneys say Judge
Lochren of Hinneapolis has made a2 statement that he believes Seelye was wrong-
fully convicted.

deveral of the lumbermen named in the Seelye statement are residents of
Minneapolis and it is expected that the hearing will throw some new and important
light on the question of dead-and=down operations in Minnesota,.

Nove 2, 1901 -~ The Itasca Lumber Company received 25 men for the woods from
Minneapolis yesterday.

Nove 9, 1901 = lrs, Hattie Booth, County superintendent of schools, spent a couple
of days with Miss Xnowlton, teacher at the Maher school the first of the weeks




Itasca Co, Hist. = Itasca News, Deer River paper ~ DBonniwelle

Decs 7, ‘1901 = New Timber Measure. Morris offers Substitute for Nelson Law of 1889,

Decs 14, 1901 - An automatic phonograph, the best on the market, is & new elec~-
trical wonder a f Ge Te HRobinson's Saloons Its instrumental pieces can dis-
tinctly be hsard a blook away, and the songs can be plainly understood several
rods off,

Jan, 4,-1902 = Indians Want to Settle Upe Ask 160 acres and monies at once and
give up Leserve. Want to be free citizens. Petition to this effect now being
circulated by them to be presented to Congress.

Jan, 18, 1902 = J. Ps Sims Resigns. Itasca Lre Co. Supte cares for healths F»
Cs Gerhard is successors

Feb, 8, 1902 -~ Sullivan's prolonged attempt to remove postmaster Laylor meet=
ing more frost every day.

Feb, 15, 1902 = Morris 311l favorede Committee considers plan to open reser-
vations No dangerous opposition.

Mare 1, 1902 = Hans Dahl mangled under logs at Smith Camp.

lar, 1, 1902 « Arthur Peck was down from Mud Leke Thursday. He reports that last
Wednesday night John Lyon's driving team broke through the ice on Leech River
and drowned, and the squaws and children in the sleigh were saved by a hard struggles

Mar, 8, 1902 = Three prominent Deer River couples spliced. Blow=-out last night.
'elch~Clark , Kleinert-Girard , Gathercole=lamilton,

Mar. 15, 1902 = Taxpayers are victors by shutting out 1llegal voters. Brooks = 46,
Everton - 15.

Mar, 22, 1902 = The Itasca Hoads That 1t will reach Canada this year, isdeniled by
offlcials,

Mar, 22, 1902 = Mike McClusky's spright form may now be seen parading the streets
bedecked with 2 shiny star., Mlke makes a splendid liarshal and we hope the
council can afford to retain him the year round.

Mar., 29, 1902 - Pirst publication of the official proceedings of the Village Council
of Deer HRiver. §7here had been village Councils and proceedings, on the qulet
gide. These were the first publisheds JeEeSs)

Special Meeting - March 13, 1902, lMeeting called to order by President Brooks,
Present, Trusteed, Howard, Irwin, H. ¢, Seaman, and Recorder HRobinson.

<she attorney for end the recorder of the o0ld Board gave the new board a verbal
outline of the work done during the past year; after which, no business appearing,
the board adjourned on motions

We llobinson, Recorders




Itasea County History = Logging - from Cut-foot=Sioux Re Station

There was considerable very fine timber around Winnibigoshish Loke, sccording
to the rangers. This good timber was 2 temptation and it was being stolen
though on the reservation and therefroe considered Indian property under the
control of the Federal govermment in the representation of the Indian Dept.

A measure designed to stop the stealing was passed and Indian Dept. given
control and aunthority to énforcee The chiefSHO-FABR-GESHIG protested about
the theft of Indian property and was golng to Washington to see what he could
do sbout it when he was murdered in Deer River, neareat towvn to the reservation.
This seems to have been in 1892,

The restrictions on getting the timber on the reservation were countered by
having a law ponssed that permitted and made regulations for the cutting of
dead and down timber in the area, It was supposed to save this dead and

down from waste and secmed nll reasoncble on the face of it. But it was used
to get a great deal mére than the dead and downe It is sald that they cut
"gkild-ways" through the begst of the green timber and tis said thet some of
these skid=-ways were not modeat ones,~ were as much as one Hundred feet wide,
One way to insure & plentiful supply of "dead" was to arrange for a fire to
burn through the desired timber. The fires were not altogether accidental,
Some went to the penitentiary for this little folble. So mueh publicity and
criticism arose that it was arranged to sell the Indian timber at asuction

and to superfise the cuttings The last cutting of dead and down was domne in
1899 at the south ehd of Little Cut=Foot=-Sioux lake. This logging was done
largely by the Tibbets clan.

The 1899 sale was supposed, or at least ostensibly intended to avoid the
irregularities that had attended previous reservation logginge The timber
was cruised. One of the cruisers was on Leroy hemSon, of Grand Rapids. It
is sald thet the crulsers were not over-gererous in thelr estimatess As
mentioned the timber sale was set for 1l899. Some was bid in by a Grand Raplds
organization. It is poesible that they were acquainted with Wheaton. The town
was not large and he was well Jmown. GJome question arose about the whole
matter. They thought some one was getting considerable timber for the amount
bought. Indians and Indian agent objected, and an investigation mades I
quote from the record at the Ranger itations "The government collescted
$66,000,00 in a suit against a Grand Rapids firm in repayment for stolen timber,
Because of the prominence of the firm members, all memtion waa ept out
of the press.s (This an argument for a free press.}

The first logging of green timber on the reservation wag by A-l-PE-GON
(Sturgeon Fish) Company nsbout 1910. This logging was along Sand Lske and
around Sioux Lakeces

This protest by an Indlian agent, mentioned above, was by Agent \ialker.
It was really over the sale of the timber and started an effort to have
the orea made a "forest reserve” under federal controle Cyrus Hortim)p
headed a committee to push the idea, The gommittee did not have much
success and the lMinnesota Federation of Vomen's Clubs took the matter up.
It secems that they worked at 1t, The two prime movers among the women were
Mrs. Lydia P, Willlams and lrs. William £, Branhall. urs. Williams took
the part of "popular agitator" and created considerable interest. This
Walker protest, the lorthup committee and the activities of the ladies
were undertaken to put off Aﬁd the 1899 timber sale and to make the area
a reservation and public parks 1 quote feom the Cut-Foot record.=
"An excursion was planned by the propagandists for the park to visit the
reservation. The press came along, also several lumbermen, who# it was said
were willing to see this auction postponed until a later date as they were
not quite ready at the time to compete for the timber, On this trip urs.
Williams and others landed from a steamboat on Sugar Point, on Leech Lakes
In & fire-agcarred cavity at the base of a big white pine she discovered
2 torch concesled, such 23 fishermen were wont to use in illegal night




itasca County Fistory - Logging - from Cut Foot Sioux R, Station.
{2)

fishings At once the idea leaped to her mind,"this is the way the pilhne trees

are burned down 30 they can be stdiemn”, and overnight the plcture of the

lady and the toreh was spread over the continent. Although founded on an error
this was first class publicity, and if the lumbermenactually hoped that when the
atorm blew gver they would get this pine free of restrictions, it is undoubtedly
true that the widespread public interest in securing =z fair deal for the

Indisns, which the publicity aroused, was the then unlooked for element which ups
upset their predictions.”

Gifford Pinchot enters the picture together with Hortom and Hayes he worked
out worked out a theory of the Minnesota situation that provided for the sale of
the timber with reservation of seed trees, keeping the pine on the lake shores
for parks, provided for supervision and marking of the fimber by the bureau
of forestrye In 1901, liepresentative lorris of Duluth introduced a bill for
the unconditional sale of the land and the timber on the reservations It was
suggested to him that the bureaun of forestry plan be added to his bill and in
1902 the liorris law setting aside 275,000 acres reserving 5, of standing white
and Korway pine as seed trees and all the pige on Utar Island in Cass Lskey; on
the island in Leech Lake, on Sugar Point, and in addition 10 sections selected
to surround Pike Bay, (ass Lake and on north to include the grove on so-called
Forway leache In 19086 this law was amended opening certain lands south and
west of Cass Lake to settlement, changed the reservation of seed trees to 10,
transferred the park lands from Indian to Fobest Service. This last was
followed promptly by commercialization of timber through leasing of building
lots for private cottages and hotels, a violation of a fundamental public
PUrposes

In the fall of 1933 purchase unit area of some 600,000 acres was added %o
the Chippewa National Forests. "This area when definitely made a portion of
of the lNational Forest assumes s sufficient percentageof the land 1s
purchnsed, wiil inorease the boundaries sligntly to the northwest and
greatly to the northeast,

The Indians wonder if the white man oan ever bring the Winnibigoahish area
backto the hunters paradise that it once was. It is a matter of coment and
debate mmong the Indiana. Bob lMosemo 3aidGO=-NO-GAY, GO=-NO-GAY, (I wonder, I
wonders )
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Itasca County History = Mr Trade - from OQut-Foot-Sioux R. Station

(1)

"iirse John Jackson and her brother John George foirbanks both state that

their father, William Fairbanks, now dead, operated atrading postat Raven's Pdnit
on the west shore of Lake Winnibigoshish at the time when =2 mission school and
cmarch was established there. fie was there in 1879. Both lirss Jackson and her br
brother state that this was an Hpiscopal lMission and that they both attended school
there when they were around 7 and ¢ years of age. The Raven's Point school

was malntained untiltthe winter of 1883, the year of the amall-pox amongthe
winnibigoshish Indians.s - HORTON.

The early headruarter prading post was at Fond-duLac on Sti Louis river near
present Duluthe This post bought the furs in this district and after spring breakéup
they hired many Indians o transport the furs down the Mississippi, then up the

Swan and down the St. Louis river.

’he Northwest Fur Company established a trading post on the west silde of
cut-Foot#iioux lake about 1787, This was located about one mile s2bove the outlet of
First ri’ver. This company later moved to the mouth of Pidmeon river or Second river.
Later ay man the Indians ealled"Sa~fiwa'established & post at the old Jhdson Bay
site at the time that missionaries were on Winnie,Later Sa~Swa moved to Stony
point. About 1858 a half-dDreed “QOh-dah-wa-sah-gah-e-gun” "e-ne-ne" (Onieda Laker)
had a post at the old northwest sites
In 1867 William Fairbanks was at Raven's Point.

In 1884 Fairbanks was at Vinnibigoshish Dam at Schafer's Resort sites
1890 - Fairbanks went to the old Hudson Bay site,

1692 - Fairbanks to Cut=Foot=Sioum Inn sfte.

The Hudson Say Jrail which runs near found Laske and points about
wagd cut out 1fl 93 years ago (or in 1840), It was made for the purpose of

oringing furs down from northern points. Ox and horse teams were used.

iefsy - Jave Smithe = (his trail branched off at #innibigoshish Lam, follow
el the east and southern shore of \Vinnebezoshish lake to irst Rivere. Zhis
road terminated there where the MHudson Bay Company had a trading posts Eater
another trail was but from «winnebegoshish dam, north to Cut Foot Sloux Bridge
(Willman's place), thence lorth and west to l/d mlile south of CeCale 707,
then to HSix lile lake, now Iknown as Lake Bl=jus-iiah, then to the old langer
Station at lHound Lake, then along the South side of liound Lake, crossing the
Junbar Creek at Sege. 22-146~-28, then north to Alvwood and International Fallse




Itasca County Hiatory - Mining.
From the Virginia Enterprise - Iron Ranges of Minnesota - 1909 - Extracts.
First mention of iron bearing formation in this distrioct is by
Norwood in 1852, but it was not until 1875 that we have any record of work
being done to establish the economic value of the distriet. In this year
Prof. A. H. Chester examined the llesaba range from Embarrass Lake eastward
to Birch Lake. In the greater portion of the distriet examined by Prof.
Cheater the formation is highly magnetic and has never produced bodies of
merchantable ore. Shortly after, attention was almost wholly diverted
from the Mesabi by the discovery of ore on the Vermilion range, In the early
'80's Mr. Geo. C. Stone having succeeded in interesting lr. Charlemange Tower
in the ore deposits on the Vermilion range near Tower, docks were built at
Two Harbors and the Duluth and Iron Range Railroad built to Tower.
The first shipment of ore was made in 1884. In 1886 the whole pro=-
perty, including mines, railroad, docks and land grant was sold to the Minne
esota Iron Co., and later, on the organization of the U. S. Steel Corporation,

became a part of the holding of that corporation. The first mine to be de-

veloped near Ely, 21 miles east of Qower, was the Chandler, which heggn

shipping in the fall of 1887, ****s*ssssax
On the Mesabi Range ore was discovered in the fall of 1891 near the
present Mountain Iron mine by the Messrs., Merritt of Duluth, and in the fall
of the following year on the Biwabik property by the same parties. Since
these discoveries the development of this range has been phenomenals By
the end of 1893 three railways, the Duluth and Iron Range, Duluth, Missabe
and Northern, and “astern Railway of Minnesota (Great Northern system) con=
nected the mines with ore docks at Zwo Harbors, Duluth and Superior. **x%**x
The Mesabi range extends contimuously from near Grand Rapids on
the Mississippi river East North-east for a distance of about ninety miles

to near Birech Lake,




Itasoa County History - Mining.
Virginia Enterprise - (2)

One of the first persons who realized the existence of valuable
iron deposits in Minnesota and who persisted in calling attention to the same
was the late George R. Stuntz, ****¥*ssiss%s QGeologists who scouted the idea
of extensive iron deposits being found in the locality were convinced of their
errors largely through the evidence of specimens submitted by Mr. Stunts.

For some years after the richness of the Vermilion range had been
demonstrated to the satisfaction of everyone, most people were still skeptical
as to the existence of important veins of ore in the Measabi region. Nr.
Stuntz, however, became convinced of the richness of the Mesaba range and did
all in his power to convince those of his friends who could be interested in
the subject of the great advantages which gust eventually ensue from ita de-
velopment, He was interested with the Merritt Brothers and others in the
first explorations undertaken in this locality, and gave much valuable inform-
ation to the prospectors who eventually demonstrated the enormous richness
of the range, ******sxssxs

(Judge James 7, Hale of Duluth)

Among other iron properties in which the Judge became interested
at an early date were the Lincoln (now known as the Kimberly) and the Columbia
mine at Virginia, These properties are now operated by the Jones & Laughlin
Iron Co. of Pittaburgh, Pa, Judge Hale was also interested in the development
of the ARlizabeth Mine at Hibbing.

One of the most important enterprises in which he was an active

participant was the organization of the Duluth, Missabe, & Northern Railway

and the building of its first line to provide an outlet for shipping the pro-

duct of the Mesaba range, lHe was one of the incorporators and the first
secretary of the company, being closely associated with the lierritt Bros.
in this great undertaking as well as in several of the earliest exploration
enterprises. He continued to be identified with most of these organizations

until they were transferred to the Rockefeller interests.




Itasca County History - Mining,
Virginia Enterprise - (3)
Judge Hale is a native of Towanda, Pennsylvania, and embodies many

of the sterling characteristics which distinguish the early families of the

Keystone state. He atudied law at the university of that state and was ad-

mitted to the bar therein. Locating at Duluth in 1884 he practiced his pro-
fession there for the next six years at the end of which period he abandoned
his legal business in order to devote his attention to his gxtensive mining
interests. In the meantime he was elected the first municipal judge of the
¢ity of Duluth and filled that position for one year. In recent years he has
become interested to some extent with other Duluth parties in Arizona Copper
mines and, quite recently, in gold mining properties at Rawhide, Nevada.

Judge Fale is a gentleman of modest and unassuming character but
displays excellent judgment in business matters while his integrity and sta-
bility inspire the utmost donfidence on the part of his assocciates.

o oo o o o o R Rk
Range Becomes Bone of Contention.

The panic of 1893 with its long train of commercial disasters
wrought serious embarrassment to many infant industries which had been launched
under the most promising auspices in northern Minnesota. Most of the mining
organizations on the Mesaba range had been merged in the Lake Superior Con~-
golidated Iron Mines and the entire properties were mortgaged to the Rockefeller
intereats ind order to raise funds for the completion of the Duluth, Missabe
& Northern Railroad with the result that all these enterprises ultimately
came under control of John D. Rockefeller. About this time the late Henry
W. Oliver began acquiring interests on the range. He secured the finansial
backing of Andrew Carnegia and planned the exploitation of this field on a
gigantic scale. The resulting financial war between the Rockefeller and Car-
negie intereats is a matter of general history familiar to most readers.

One of the results of this encounter was the withdrawal of the former from

this field and the absorption of a majority of the Minnesota mines by the




Itasea County History - Mining.
Virginia Enterprise - (4)
Us. S, Steel Corporation, which organization also controls two of the ore
carrying railroads leading to the ranges together with docks at Duluth and
Two Harbors and one of the largest fleets of ore carrying boats on the great
lakes.,

£ considerable number of independent mining companies continue to
operate successfully on the range and the aggregate output of these organiz-
ations is enormous. While some of these companies depend upon the U. 8. Steel
Corporation for the transpertation of their products, these appears to be but
little eclashing of interests and financial or industrial angagonism is or
rare occurrence in recent years,

2R X X X F R OE R R ¥ B

The Oliver Iren Mining Co. was organized by the late Henry W. Oliver

of Pittsburg, Penna.
TR R EER

Taconite: - Thia location is near the site of some of the earliest explora-
tions and development work on the Mesaba range. A number of men prominently
identified with the early history of the range visited this locality in the
late 80's, and about 1890 the Diamond Mine was opened by Griffin Brothers who
gunk a shaft and started a stockpile. After exhausting their capital they
were succeeded by the Buockeye Iron Mining Co. of which Governor Campbell of
Ohio was the president. A spur of the Duluth and Winnipeg railwoad was

laid out to connect this location with the main line at La Prairie and about

two miles of track was braded, but the enterprise failed for lack of funds,

like many of the early undertakings on the range. A rude attempt at reducing
the ores by washing was also made at the Diamond mine and the plant was sub-
sequently removed to the Arcturus mine, & mile or two distant where further

experimenting was done, but all this work seems to have been rather primitive

and premature,




Itasca County History - Mining,

Virginia Enterprise - (5)

In 1904 G. G. Hartley opened the Holman mine on property which was
originally homesteaded by a man of that name and which adjoins the old Diamond
mine, A shaft was sunk to & depth of 130 feet but no great amount of ore was
taken out owing to the lack of transportation. The next year the property was
leased to the Oliver Iron Mining Co. which acquired considerable adjacent pro-
perty and prepared to open a large open pit. Shipping began July 1, 1906,
and has been in continuous progress since, the Holman now (1909) being one
of the large open pit propositions of the range. With the exception of an
ocoasional carload sent to the experimental washing plant at Coleraine, no
ore was taken from the mine until the present season (1909) this being the

first mine in the Canisteo district to begin shipments,




Itasea County listory = lMining - mining towns
Marble was settled in 1908. This berg and Hashwauk compete for the houor
of being the most oulckly built tows on the Mesabl range. Both towns come

in to the Measabi range mining picture considerably later than the 5t.

Louis County mining towms. Nashwauk was the first Itasca County mining town.

Ity was settled in 1002. The plat was filed at the county seat 6/14/1902 by
B, J. Longyear, Presy and PFrenk J., Jewett, Sec. Seems they were officials of
"Phe Nashwaulk Company", Whatever that was. It was without doubt a company
built and operated town - mining companye.

In the case of larble the plat was filed by the Elba Iron Company, 9/16/1908/
Men that have been there since the town's beginnings say that 1t was a town
built by the mining company, that the company buily the residenges, a store,
an office and even a church, though this laat is disputed. The company store
is no more. Stores are all private businesses now, The company still has a
number of houses that they rent to the workers of the minea. The rents
charged by the company are reasonable, less than private owners in the same
town ask for similar and equal residences, Talked to three men living in
compary houses, and they sStated that they have no dirfficulty getting any
reasonable improvements and repairs made.

The reason for the suddenness of the up-building of jlarbke was because of the
opening of the Hill-Prumbull mine, when an abundance of good ore was located
herees D1d timers say that"one month there was just rough wild country and two
moniths later was & tovn." The main rush was to get the houses up before winter
in order to hold the men there, so they would have thom in the springe The labor
supply was a more important consideration in the kining of that day than it
is today. HAven today (1842) there is not a house of any sort to be rented in
or even near the mining towns. One miner who came there when the town was
started, evidently born in the Balkéns, said that he could have bought any of
the land in or aroung Marble in 1905, 1906 for three dollars an acre or 4lz0

for a forty. But as he says" 1 was too dam dumb."




Itasoa County Historg - Custer notes

ﬂ Val Angell interview - Feb. 1942,

In the early eighteen hundreds, exagct date not kmown, Val's grand=-
fother on his mother's side of the house, one James (Jones) Vaa Nett
then a young lad in his teens started from the watsers of Laks Superior.
Pollowing the old portage fur trail through the chain of lakes on the
UlSe~ Canadian border to what was then known as Lag La Plule post of
the Hudson Bsy Co., vhere Fort Fransis, Canada, now 1s.

From there he followed the Rainy River to the mouth of what is now
called the Big Fork river. This is not the name by which the Indians of that tim
time @alled it, but Val says he cannot remember the name his grandfather
called it. Young Van Nett paddled up this stream to Dors Lake, then
through the chaln of lakes to an old podtsge from Sand Lake to Cut Foot
Sioux lake., He Shen passed down through Cut Foot Sioux in to laxe
Winnibigoshish. On the shore of Winnibigoshish he found a large and
progressive mission that he was told had been at Winnibigoshish for many
years, Val says he doew not know the exact location of the mission on
the loke. He says that his Grand@ather told him that niece little Indian
villages were very mumerous along the river and the lakes, These Indians were
very friendly anid he experienced no hard ships or perils on this journey,.
The Indlans treated him very well.and he had only to paddle his canoce,
shoot partildge and deer and to fish. Altogether it was a very enjoya¥le
trip.

In 1906, Val and Mark Devine who was & nephew of a member of the firm of
(Kehl & Deary) -(correct spelliing-spelling in notes off) - were cruising timber
for the above firm and were traveling down the Bi2 Fork river when they
passed the old portage between the Big FPork river and Busti Lae. Mark then
told him of the three graves beside the portage. Also the humen bone that was
grown fasg ih the eroteh of AN OAK tree near the graves. linrk told him that
in the olden times this bone had probably meant that this was a dangerous
portage and that the graves were probably of people who had died on the
portage, Val says that Mark Devine came to Itasca Countysome time in the
early 70's,

Val says that Grave lake located sbove Deer River was 8o named because
two or three of Caldwell's men Jf#f during the small-pox epidemic on the
brook, left the crmp and started on foot for the outside., These men were
not well when they started, so some of those not sick started out to
find thems When the searching party reached Grave Lake they found what was
left of the bodie# and buried them there. From this the lake got its hame.
The graves can stlll be seen,

Val says thatbone of the best ment to see would beJohn Rose at Island
lake. He bellieves that John keeps and has pept a diary. Val says that the
large Island in Icland Leke was cultivated by the Indians in early days
and for this reascn is called "Garden Island". He thinks that the land
on the island might have been cleared by the Hudson Bay (o. that had an
early trading posy on the lake.

So far as Val has been able to learn, the man who located (or mislocated)
the Finnlsh settlers on the land south of Round Lake, where the Round lake
Ranger Station 1s, was either a man called "Bughouse" McDonald or it was
Guy Eaton. He sald he heard 2 Finn accusing BBughouse" of getting thelr
money for locating them, but "Bughouse" denied it, but he said he Imew
who did get the money. The Finn "ask who'y “Bughouse" saild "It wes Guy Eaton",
The Finnish settlers did build both the Ranger Station and the Ranger Garage
on Round Lokey thimkidg that they were on homestead land, They had Juet finishea
the buildings when the Indian phlice came along and forced them to move off,
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Val Angell interview (2)

This was because they were on Indian land. These are the same Finnish
people who settled arcund Squaw lake and north of Round Lake. It is ssid
that the man who located them incorrectly on the south side of Round

Lake charged them $20.00 each for locating them, There were fourteen
families in the group, so some on « made & nice stake. Some of these first
settlers are still around Squaw Lake, Pete Niska and old man Xananan

are sald to be 2 couple of them.
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Round Lake and Lake Winnibigoshish Fortage.

This portage also has its historieal past. The route was used by the mound
builders, the Sioux, the 0Jibways, and both the Hudson Bay Far Go., and the North=-
west Fur. Co. It was also extensively used both swmmer and winter Dy the home=
steaders who were settling in the Sguaw Lake district in 1900 and 1902.

The shortest route between the continental waters lay between Round Lake and
the upper Pigeon Lake, the distance being about one-half mile. This portage left
Round Lake about one half mile west of the present Indian village on the south end
of Round Lake. The trail led in a southerly direction, leading to the north shore
of the Upper Pigeon lake near the old Indian gardens, then south across the lake
entering the Pigeon River at the extreme south end of the lake, then south and cast
down this river for = half mile until it entered the Middle Pigeon lake, then south
and east agcrose this lake until entering the Pigeon River agains Down the river
again for about three and one-hadf miles, entering Lake Winnibigoshish at the site
of the old Indian village (now abandoned) and the old mission site. 'hen the water
was low the route from lake Alice was used to reach the Pigeon waters, then follow=
ing the water course down to Winnibigoshish.

There were times in late summer when the water would be too low for cance travel
between the Middle and Lower Pigeon lakes, Then the Indlians were obliged to make a
portage between these two lakes. Coming from the north the Indians would leave the
Middle Pigeon Lake at the extreme southeast end of it, and follow the traill that
leads south and east for a distance of about one-half mile, entering the Lower
Pigeon Leke on the northeast end of Mallard Bay, This trail is still very notice-
able, and some of the Indian trappers still use this portage % this day.
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Interview with Henry M. Sword - (1)

I would not attempt to say where the Rabbits came from before they were
at Bowstring lake. I knew old Chas. Rabbit well, that is, probably as well
as any white man knew hims The first time I ever saw Chas Rabbit, I and a
few other men were putting out a ground fire on wabigama point when three
Indians came up to us from the lake shore. (Chief Qhas. Rabbit and his squaw
were two of the Indians, Chas, had a paper of some kind, I don't know now
Just what it was, but it was some kind of an affidavit that he had to sign
and sent to Washington, Vs U, I was the town clerk at that tine, and he
wanted me to acknowledge for hime Yo I sat down on a log there in the woods
and acknowledged 1t for thems It seems to me I had both Chas, and his squaw
place their thumb prints on the place where they were to sign, anyway it went
through at Washington all right.

After this Chas, and his squaw were always after me to write letters for
thems Most of these letters were to Ce M. King, who was county commissioner
from Diste #le Later, after we had a telephone, Chas. came to our house and
wanted me to oall Ce Me a3 he always called hime A man whose name I don't ree
eell just now, excepting that he was called threesfingered Joe, had got drunk
and become lost. Everyone thought he must be frozen to death, 80 Ce Me had
offered $20.00 to anyone finding the body. vearching parties from Deer River
had searched the whole county without success.

After I had King on the telephone Chas. wanted to do the talking himself,
80 I let him do the talkings <he first thing he said was "Me find that Buye"
King asked wheres Chas. said "You give me some money, I tell wherees King
said "Sure, I promised (25,00 to anyone that found him. So if you found him
you get the ;25.004"

Chas said, "Pou come up Chas. show wheres" King asked how he found the
body, Chas said "You know my mother she see big bird go around and around
and around. You know that bird have head like a turkey. 1 go look, sure there
that guy alrighte" King asked him what shape the body was in, and Chas. said
"Damn bad shape."

A couple of the other town board members and I went with him to get the
body. Ve found it about a half mile east of where uUrouse Creelt empties into
Bowstring, a couple of hundred feet from the bank of the ereek in the tall
gr.’!sﬂo

Ole Linn, who used to live over on Big Jessie lake was n great baseball
fan. He always had a ball team, and every time we turned around he was chale
lenging us for n game.s Either he always had a good team or we always had a
poor one, as I can remember of only beating his geam once in all of the games
we played,

The exact year I do not remember, but it was while state highway {6 was
first being put through, the settlers had decided to have a big pienic on the
Fourth of July. Of course Ole hit us for a ball games Ve looked around for
a place large enough for a ball diamond, and the only place we could find
was at Joe Lurch's trading post. But his clearing was full of stumps, so a
couple of us took a case of dynamite and blew the stunps and leveled a place
for a ball diamond.s Ffor years after that this was always used for picnics for
people from miles around.

I knew Ole would get a couple of men who were working for a logging company
hoisting logs out of Big Jessie. 7Two of these men, I knew, had played ball
in the Minneapolis association, so I knew we had to do something. 1 went up
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Henry Me Sword = (2)

to Mack where a road gang was camped, <he foreman, a man by the name of
Johnson, who was a falr pitcher, said he would play. A fellow who was stay-
ing at licDougalls said he would play first base, and Fred Lyons, also a pltcher,
was with the road crew and he said he would play. We had a real game that day,
We beat Jessie Lake with a score of three to two. Lyons was probably the best
pitcher ever to hit this country.

The old Lurch post was in Se Ee 1/4 of Wi, Sece 3+ The 0ld portage ran
between Big and Little Jessie lakes, starting from the south at Little Jessie
about on the guarter line at the corners of IW; of KEg of Sec. 10, and the
SWz of SEP of Sece 3, Te 147, Re BS, ending at Big Jessle on the north almost
at the exact center of Sece 3, Te 147, 2o 2Ds

One of the first jobs I had when I first came here was checker for Donie
Lumber Cos just east of Hayslips Corners At that time a man who could make
fifty ties was a good man, but at this camp we had a big Norwegian called Ole
who used to average eighty, and another man named Johnson who made as high
as 100, Pete Olson was woods boss at this campe

They were taking out a lot of cedar poles at the camps Oné day one of the
skidders hung up with a 3b foot pole. Pete came along. He was sore at the
man enyway as he was always into some kind of a mix-up, Pebe looked the thing
over and stamped around for a bit. Then he walked up and saild, "Get that crow
bait out of the way«" As soon as the man had the horse unhitched, Pete grabbed
the pole, put it on his shoulder, and carried it out of the woods. ' He put the
pole down and walked off without another wordes

NOTES « Custers

Rabbit Point is on the South side of Powstring lake where it joins Muske
rat Bay. From Rabbit Point 1t is only a biseult throw across to Wabigama point
on the north shore of the lakes Rabbit point is Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, Sec. 29,

Te 147, Rs 26, W

Mres Sword says that Antoine Ballenger saying he could not speak LEnglish
is a trait of the Chippewa. At one time he and another man were doing some
eruising when one evening an Indian came to their camp. He made signs that he
wanted some tobacco. He visited thelr canp every evening for several days,
but spoke no English, One evening he and the other man were talklng about
something, and the Indian become Interested and began to talke. After he had
started to talk bknglish, they found he was a Carlisle graduates The Indian was
Wauksnaba, who now lives at Inger. He says to see him about the labbit band.
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Copy of a letter from Thomas Borgerding, O« S« B, White Zarth, iinnesota

Gilvert I. Custer
wirt, Hinn.

Dear lire Custer;

I hope you may excuse delay in answering your letter of lar. 9 I am
about 81 and rather slow even in thinking, so it took some time to remember
the things I wished to write, a3 I have no written records hers.

1 suppose it is mainly the Catholic Indian missionary work in Itasca
county about which you wish to have additional information.

The earliest record which I now remember is the baptism of Joss Fe ROy
at Cut-Foot=Hloux nbout 1360 by Father Chebul who worked among the Chippewa
Indians on the south shore of Lake Superiore lres Roy still lives at Red
Lake, llinne 7Then Rev. Jo2, Buh spent & winter with the Indians on the north
shore of Lake Winebigoshish probably about 1870. FHe died at Duluth at the
age of 92 about 1825.

letween 1860 and 1890 I suppoae other trips were made to those Indians by
Catholic missionariesy, but none remained for any length of timee I think it
was in 1891, aocout May 15, that I started from Red Lake by canoe in company
of an old Indian, by way of Caas Lake (Mission) down Cass River along the north

LY

a

shore of Lake Winibigoshish as far as the Jam. Ve remainad a day at Haven's
Point where there was a amall Indian village, and another day (Sunday, sy 24)
at the mouth of Pigeon River, where gquite & number of Indians were having Grand
Medicine initiations, among them Chief sho-Xah=Gee=5hig and his son-in-law,
Captain John Smith.

At the Dam, William Fairbanks was running a trading poste A number of
his children and grandchildren atill live in toat viecinity. Then we contine
ued on our trip by way of Portage Lake to the 0ld Agency at Leech Lake, where
we stopped with Paul and Joseph belanger, who had lived with their father
on the north shore of Lake Vinibegoshish when pather Full visited there. From
Leech Lake we returned to Red Lake in the early part of June. On the whole
trip I found only one white family, a man and his wife with some small children,
living at Cass Lake, who conducted 2 boarding schcol (Episcopal) for Indian
childrens Ko other white person,, except a man at Leech Lake married to an
Indian woman.

On another trip, the next winter, we found gulite s number of Indians
ecarrying on logging operations near 3all Club Lake. There were six or eight

families of Indians living at White Oak Point.

Later, up to 1896, Hdeve Simon Lampe Qe Se Be visited the Indians in
Itasca Co. Occasionally.

Prom 1896 to 1905 Reve Roman Homar, O« s Be, who then lived at Cloquet
and now still lives at Ogema, Minn., visited the Indians of Ball Club azd
vieinity quite regularly, building the first Catholie Indian church in that
region (in 1902, I think.)
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Letter from Thomas Borgerding, O 5. 8., (2)

His successor at the Indian Village near Cloquet, Simon Lampe Qs Se Be,
also made monthly trips to Ball Club till 1911, (He died at Red Lake Nove
10, 1940, having worked among the lMinnesota Indians for rifty-two years,)
In the meantime Aeve Felix Nelles Os Se Be also Degan to work among these
Indians and continues till 1928, MNe built the present Ball Qlub church,
doing a good part of the work with his own hands, He is still living at St.
John's University, Collegeviile, Minni, but has been in 1ll health for many
yearse. He has written many reminiscencea of his life among the Indians, but
I do not know that they have ever been collecteds

After him, till 1934, I visited Ball Club once or twice a month, Some=
times also dquaw Lake and other places in the countye USince 1934 Ball Club
has had a resident priest, at first Rev. Hyaeinth Cismowski, O« S B, and
now feve Jennis Parnekd, 0. He 3.

All the above-mentiones Indian Missionaries were whites, including myself,
but spoke the Indian (Chippewa) languege fluently, except the two last mentioneds
I think that a considerable majority of the Itasca county Indians are Catholice
A good number of the children have bsen attending Catholic boarding schools
for years, at fded Lake and White Larthe

As to the general history of the Catholic Indians in northern Hinnesota,
the first were mostly french half=breeds, children of Indian fur traders from
lower Canade. /ith the exception of Grand Portage on the north shore of Lake
duperior there was no regident Catholie missionary among them till 185&, when
Hdeve #rancis Plerz cume to live at Crow wing on the Mississippil below Brainerd,
and from there visited the various Indian set{lements. By and by more priests
came, and since 1878 most of this work has been done by Benedictine Fathers
from Ste. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Mimn. At present there are ten, also
twenty-five Sisters from St. Jpseph, Minn, conducting scliools for Indian
children at Red Lake and White sarth, iinn]

Very reapectfully,

Qhomas Borgerding, Oe S« Be
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Copy o a letter from irneat H. Loft, Virginia, linnesota.

Hre Lugene l. Custer,
Big Fork, Hinnssota

Dear Srother; Your letter to hand and I wish to commend you on your interest
in the early history you are looking into. I cannot be of much direct help,
however. <he Presbytery of Juluth was not organized until 1888. prior to
that it was part of the Presbytery of Saint paul. ZLhe Presbytery of Ste.

Paul was organized in 1855 In 1853 there was only one presbytery for the
whole of Minnescta = the Presbytery of iinnesota. It was organized in 1850,
We had only three churches at that time; St. Paul, Minneapolis & Stillwater.

Cur first missionaries came up from Illinois to the Lakota Indians in 1834.
These were two brothers by the name Pond. ~These were followed 0y a Dre
Williamson, and s Mre Huggins together with their women-folke These all re-
mained in the vicinty of Fort Snelling.

I haven't the least idea who the men might be you speak of's It is guite possible
they were Congregational ministers. If you write to the leve 4Arthur A« MeBride
429 Palace Sullding, Minneapolis, he might throw some light onm the matter.

ith all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Zrunest Hs Loft
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From John Rose.

Informed us the frank Vance school started some time between 1898 and
1901, with Mias Maimy Yyer as teacher. <he school was on the Vance farm.

Mr. Herman Heiger could not throw any light on the Dugout questions. <+his
dugout was at one time a stopping place for tired travellers to stop and resti
up, the same being located on the bank of licose Brook and on the farm now owned
by Mre Herman Reiger, It was a small room dug in the hillside, the front being
enclosed by logs aut the right length and stood on ende <he settlers had
built a rock fireplace to warm this room with. 0ld settlers tell us they did
stop at this place many times and stay over night and rest up before resuming
their journey. uany times in coming through this brook with their boats heavily
loaded they waded ahead in the water with the osoat rope over their shoulders,
agting as their own tote mules.
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imeh of this information came
From Consolidated Chippewa igency, Cass Lake, ilinnesota.

- In 1866 a treaty was made with the Bois Fort Indians, Chippewas, by
which they surrendered many of their scattered locations in northeastern
Minnesota and were granted definite reservations. The reservations provid-
ed for this band in this treaty were two--the Net lake reservation around
Net lake, and another one designated as the Deer Creek reservation. Ihe
Net lake reservation was set up for immediate occupancy. <he Deer (reek
reservation was not definitely designated or located at this time, though
provision for it remained in the treaty. The only provision was that this
reservation would be 2t or near the mouth of Deer Creek where it empties
into the Big Fork river.

In 1880-81 or 82 a man by the name of Caldwell was running a logging
camp on Caldwell Brook in T. 151=-256, now in Kpochiching county. They had
a small-pox epidemic hit this camp, and the story is that Caldwell and
those of his lumberjacks who were able to travel pulled out and left the
siok in the camp, An Indlan chilef of the Bols Fort band came into the camp
and cared for these sick lumberjacks, saving some of them and buryling the
dead at the site of the camp.

It is an Itasca county legent very commonly accepted that because of
this meritorious act the government gave this Indian chief a township=-
Te 62=-2B. These are not exactly the facts of the case, What was done
was that action was taken tc set up Deer COreek reservation provided for in
the treaty of 1866 and this reservation was Township 62-24 and kmown in
the Indian records as the lVeer (Creek reservation.

These Indian teeaties all had peculiarities. They did not grant the
Indians possession of the reservation, but merely granted them the right of
ocoupancys If anything of value showed up in the area the right of occupancy
cépkd be bargained for on much better terms than could outright possession.

In the government's plan to hklp the Inddans become self-sufficlent, it
provided for allotuments to be given the Indians. These allotments were
more nearly permanent possessions than were the treaty reservations, They
became the permanent home of the allottee, but remained under the control
of the Indian Department.

The Indian chief who acted as an angel of mergy to the lumberjacks is
generally known as Busticogan. This, however, is a nickname, his real name
being Bay-Baum-Un-Che-Viaish-Kung, which means "“Walks Along the Ridges."

It seems it was only his band of Chippewas that exercised the right of
occupancy in the Deer (reek reservation. His wife was llay-ilaush-Kah-laun-
Ah-Quod-0Oke, meaning Heavy Cloud or Storﬂdfcloud. Her record shows that
she was born in 1828 and died in 1919,

When the Deer Creek reservation was bargained from the Indians only
four Indian allotments were granted 1ln that areag

Allotment #1 - Lots 4, 5, & 8, S5W; of Secs 14 of T, 62-25, consisting
of 75,20 acrea was granted to Heavy Cloud, or lMrs. Busticogan.

A}lotmsnt #2 - Consisting of lot 2, or the HE% of Rw%;and Lot 3, or
the W of NWh of Sec. 23, T. 62«25, totaling 60.40 acres, was granted to
Walks Along the Ridges, or Bustlicogans

Allotment #3, which was the NEL of the NE; and Lot 1, or the NW} of &3
#8f Seces 23, T. 62-25, totalling 79,97 acres was allotted to Ke-Ne-iwaunche
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Allotment #4, or the South half of the NEy of Sec. 23, 7. 62-25 was
granted to On-Da-Gah-Ne~Shig-Oke (Meaning "On This Side of the Water.")
This person is recorded as having been born in 1810 and having died in 1910.

These four allotments were the usual Indian allotments, with thh ex-
ception of #2, In this case, Busticogan was given absolute possession and
the right of absolute ownership. The other three allotments were, as are
all Indian allotments, under the control and supervision of the Indian De-
partment,

Buaticogan 1s a legendary figure of Itasca county. This is the usual spelk
ling, and has an accepted promunciation., However, the white man®'s spelling
does not agree with the Indian pronunciation which is Busch-Ka~Gun, accent on
the last syllable.

The derivation of this name is interesting. In Chippewa 1t really means
an open fileld or a plece of land that is elear of obstructions. One Indian
legend has it that the last big battle between the Sioux and Chippewa was
fought in the Deer Creek region. This battle was so long and flercely
fought that all the brush was tramped down in a considerable area, leaving
a bare open place, "Walks Along the Ridges" made this area his home, and
thereby was given the name of the place as his nickname. It was a little
bit easier for the white man's tongue to handle than was the chilef's actual
name, ]

However, the expression Busti-Ka~(un does not mean an open field
alone, but is 2 name derived from an Indian pastime, a type of ball game
that was played by the women of the tribe. The game is described in this
waye It was necessary to have an open field in which to play it, and at
each end of the playing field a post or peeled pole was set up. These
were the goals. <The game was played between two groups of women, each of
whom carried a staff 3% to four feet long. This was a bare, straight stick,
without a net at the end as was used in their Indian Lacrosse.

The missle of the game was made by filling two buckskin sacks with
sand, and Joining these sacks with & string or thong about 8 inches long,
the sand being to give wéight to the sacks, The sacks were about the size
of a goose eggz.

The object was to catch this missle on the staff and throw it toward
the poles at your objective end of the playing fieldes When it was thrown
against the pole in such a way that it would hang there & score was made,
The name of this game was Dusti-Ku-Ay, accent on the Ay, and the fleld in
which it was played was Busti-Ka-Gun.

Another favorite game of the Chippewas of this region was Ba=-Ga=-
O-ays One lake in the county is named for this game, because the Indians
used to go there to play the game on the wide sand beaches of this lake.
The game has often been called LaCrosse, though it differed considerably
from the present day game of that name, The bat commonly shown for this
game was gonsiderably larger and of different shape from the one that was
used at Ball Club lake in the early days. The Indians of Ball Club used a
LaCrosse stick that had a eircular loop on the end that was netted.

This loop was about four inches in diameter, and was as nearly a perfect
eircle aa they could get its <The ball used at Ball Club lake was & wood=

en ball, approximately the size of a baseball. It had holes burned entire-
ly through it, two holes at right angles. When this ball was thrown pro=
perly it would whistle on account of these holes.. This information, gotten
from the Chippewa Indians, seems to indicate that the type of ball game
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played at Ball Club lake was a sort of compromise between the game played
by the Dakotas and that played by the Chippewas of Michilimackinsck,.

The ball is an interesting item that I have never seen 80 described in any
other account of the games
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