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When the author was a child living in a sod house
in Dickey County, North Dakota, his grandfather was a rural
mail carrier. 1In the course of his work he made daily trips
to a small village. When he returned with his mail from town,
strangers from the cities who had come to visit their friends
in the country would ride with him to the farms where they
were goingeon-the-mail-reutes These strangers would often
stop overnight at grandfather's homestead where the author
spent much of his childhoodj These- Stra.ngeirsnwh.e’n‘ they
come Would 8 e S B strenge things.

On one of these occasions a stranger who came
brought with him in a tiny round box little paper pills of
different colors that were round and compact, about the size
of a large pinhead. He gave us children a few of these pills
and told us to put them into a bowl of water and see what would
happen. We followed instructions and behold, after these pills
had soaked for a minute or two in the bowl of water, beautiful
multicolored flowers blossomed out of them. We were very
much surprised and startled with what they turned out to be
after coming in contact with a solvent. That evening gave us
children much enjoyment and pleasure. When one pill would

A

blossor’ into full bloom, we wewld get another from the stranger,

sad put it into the water and await with great anticipation

the unfolding of a new and more beautiful flower,that—wonld




blossom ferbh. In the course of the evening he told us that
these little things were made in the Orient where wise men
live, where civilizgtion'éas much older than in our country.

Strange as it is, that the author does not even re-
member the man's name, nevertheless he remembers this incident
of 'long ago end these sketches have been written,keeping the
incident in mind as an underlying theme.

The attempt of the author in writing these sketches

hgs been to unfold the essential things about the history of

Kandiyohi County to the reader. It has been the author's

W )

endeaver to start feem some small simple thing or event and
from it unfold the wmedm important implications of history in
a scientific way and as they seemed to appear after delving
into voluminous material about the county.

It is important to understand that in these short sketches
it has been impossible to record in detail all the happenings

.
and events of the county. The intent has been to take sorme of
the important events end things, unfolding them as the artificial
marine blossom unfolds itself in solution. For the many details
involved the author recommends the great work that has been dene
by Vietor E. Lawson in his history of the county to whom we
are indebted for much of the background and material in this
manuscript.

Like the artificial Oriental marine blossom wes to us
children long ago & startling unfoldment of beauty and interesE)
~S0 history is replete with startling implications which will
unfold themselves when the solvent of reason and logic is
applied to historic material. First it is necessary to grasp

The essence of history. That history is a process of constant




change, the change taking place according to how man makes
e living and to what degree the means of production have
grovn end developed in the wvarious historic epochs. Once
the fact that all actions and deeds of man arise from, and
are effects of natural and economic causes is understood,

[ A
we are on the road to™understanding of history.

. b/ . 5 2 2
It is from theé/point of view on history that these

sketches have E}éssoméé forth. They are not intended to deal
with all things and events of the county, which would be im=
possible in condensed form, but are to be considered as the
little paper pebble that is the source of the artificial marine
blossoms They are intended to serve as a starting point for the
unfolding of the rich and colorful history of the development

of Kendiyohi County end its great and courageous people who

have struggled and labored to bring forth in the course of eighty
odd years the Kandiyohi Community and all that it represents

tOdﬂy .

The Authgz




KANDIYOHI COUNTY

CEHAPTER 1. GEOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY

Name of County

Kandiyohi County derives its name from two Sioux
Indian words, Kandi and Ohi. These words are said to mean
the buffalo fish come." Legend tells us that the

Indians e-long-time—ape gave this name to the region of lakes

from which three branches of the Crow River flow#, because

these—lakes, streems and-rivuleds were the source and spawning
place of the buffalo fish and kindred speciesa
Location

Kandiyohi County is in south central Minnesota.
The 45th north latitude paraﬂehf line and 95 degrees west
longitude cross in the southern end of the county. The north-
ern boundary of the county is about sixty miles south of the
goographical center of Minnesota. It is bordered by Renville
County on the south, Meeker County on the east, Stearns County
on the northeast, Pope County on the northwest, with Swift and
Chippewe. Counties on the west.

The total area of the county is 867.14 square miles.
It is 36 miles in length north and south and 24 miles wide ecast

1

and west. It covers an area of 554,969.04 acres, of which

My

57,867.69 acres Ve originally covered by lakes and streans.

Willmar, the county seat which is located in the south
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central part of the county, is less than one hundred miles
from Minneapolis, Minnesota, the largest industrial and
o

commerical center of the northweste.

Topography and Landscape

The general elevation of the region is over one thou-
sand feet above sea level, rising on some of the morainie hills
to thirteen hundfed feet. The landscape ranges from moderately
hilly to rough hills with some level terrain, marshes and peat
bogs.

More then half of the southwest portion of the county
belongs to the great block of prairie grassland of southwest
Minnesota. The northeastern portion runs into whket-we-lnow-ae-
the original hardwood forest area of Minnesota., The line of
this original wooded area starts from the southeast corner
running northwest to the EKandiyohi lakes and north from there
around the east shore of Green Leke and again northwest into
Pope County.

Within the boundaries of the county there were origin-

‘ , ‘

ally more lakes than in any other—ecunty surrownding it. Now

i { 1}
! ff‘- AN~ e ola i X
many of these lakes have been drained and are used for agricul-

ture purposes. A& distinctive featuresof—these—tukes—aretheir

slowly deseending shores bordered-by tall marsh grasses, rushes
and—sedges,

From the many lakes and the contour of the area natural
drainage takes place -in two directions. Hawk Creek and the
Chippewa River are tributaries of the Minnesota River to the

southwest, while the north, midddle and south forks of the

Crow River drain the eastern portion of the county to the




Glgcial and So0il Formation

The surface soil of the region although composed of
irregular unstratified'glacial drift in which is found boulders
of granite, chrystaline schists and same limestone is rich and
fertile. On the edges of some of the lakes are found ice-formed
ridpes, a gimciel phenomenon whieh—yet—today-is in process of
formatione.

CHAPTER 2
KANDIYOHI REGION BEFORE THE WHITE MAN CAME

Netural Tealth

Although the eastern portion of the county originally
belonged to the hardwood forest area of Minnesota, the natural
and potential wealth of the region to the white man has always
been its fertile soil and cultivable farm land. The timber that

was found in the region by the early settlers was very soon used

up for their own needs.

When the region was only known to the Indians, it was

rich in large and small pgame, fish and birds. Deer and buffalo
were abundant. The lakes and grasslands provided water and

food for them, while the Nooded areas provided shelter in severe
’U{ M "r Mol Tl 5" ihag
winter weather. Sinee %%e bxme that”the”w“ttv"ﬁaﬂ Tame=56"-the

_north.ch Vﬁ*rltO‘V the Indlans-érd not pésmarerrti live in the

oy

region neor dzd thev -have xwillages-there., They used it as a
game preserve and huntingvgrounéitouwhe%e—theyawou%d-makeﬂtthT
Orndd. 3

hunting-tripsv—The—rerien remained in this wild state until the

latter half of the nineteenth century.
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Before 1850 the only interest that the white man
cou}é”&;;élin this region was the furs and buffalo robes
that _came from—there which the Indians traded with—them for
supplies that civilization had taught them to use.

At the present time ninety percent of the land of Kan-
diyohi County is in farms. Three fourths of the farm land is
rich and fertile; the remaining one fourth is fair to poir for .
cultivation purposes. Eighty percent of the farm 1and_;¥;;;e
present time, }s—biddedn

Barly Inhabitants

This region of beautiful lakes, woods and grasslands,
partly & source of two great tributaries of the Mississippi,
the "Minnesota" and the "Crow" was explored much later by the
white man than many other parts of the State.

When the white man in quest of trade with the native
Indians had already explored the large rivers, when Beltrami
and others had already made portage from the Red River of the
North to the Mississippi, when Kittson carts had already lumber=
ed through, blazing overland trails in many directions to the
west from Fort Snelling the Kandiyohi country remained ummolested,
a hunting ground of the Sioux Indianse.

‘Thé'Igdiéns héd knoﬁmthe region a long time before @hé
whitg-hﬁn c&mé, although they‘did not at:%he time permanentiy
live theée. It is believed that a long time ago, perhaps hun-

L& u,, 2.4
dreds of years beloge the white man come to the region té

1"_/ Zhe Vv ({f\,,, -/\} f{‘ A o <7 f< A / & “'/{" ie [ ’/1'{ L9 & L TP A
i i settlements ,and v111a"es ’he#e./’Aborlmln#&
\“\_C_,Ll'\/\,.vj\ 4/

earthworks that are found in the region indicate that this

belief is well founded. The most extensive of these earthworks
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are located on the east shore of Green Lake about a half

mile south of the outlet of one of the branches of the Crow
Rivers These earthworks are mounds irregular in shape,

same circular and some oblong from eighteen inches to six

feet high. Two of the mounds are nine and twelve rods longe

In addition to these mounds,evidences of aboriginal habitation,
dating long before the white man came,have been found in shallow
excavations. In the black soil on the west side of Green Lake,
mixed with vertebrae of fish and other bones, chips of ornamented
pottery have been found. It is believed that these evidences
date back to a very early period in the history of the Indian
pacale and are relics ofuf pormanent habitets of seemlemmdtEmE:

Modern Indians

The numerous Sioux {gﬁ&qn bands who lived west of the

Mississippi when the white man came, were known as the great

Dakota Nation, a league of different tribes of the Dakotahs,

A11 of the Kandiyohi region was held and owned by them-in the Wrsu

common as a tribal hunting ground. To this region they made
frequent hunting and fishing trips,returning to their settle-
ment when the hunt was over.

CHAPTER 3.
EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT

Early Explorers

In 1805 when (the illustrioﬁs Lieutenant Z. Me Pike
held the great council with the Sioux to purchase land for
)ﬁlitary reservations and to bring peace to the Sioux and
Chippewe tribes the white man knew nothing about the Kandiyohi

region. Sometime between 1836 and 1841 Joseph Nicholas Nicollet
/
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heard about the region and the source of the Crow River from
Indians.s;The first white man to visit the region, according
to the noted historian of Kandiyohi County, Victor E. L.wson,
was the roving fur trader and Methodist missionary, Jacob
Fehlstrom, who had lived among the Indians for many years. In
Midsummer of 1856 the famous fur trader, Josephﬁﬁrown,sent a
group of trail blazers through the region to select a route
from the Red River Country to Traverse de Sioux. The people

Mgl

W L o Ay
who made a wider exploration with e~view-bo-sebble (the region

b
{ Lok

| . Py " .
were townsite promotersﬁfrom different white settlements in

Minnesota. They reached thefﬁzééé%épy later in the summer of

1856, Among these townsite promoters was an artist by the name
’

of Edwin Whitefield who later brought great popularity to the

region with his exhibition of paintings and lectures about

the country. These townsite promoters were inspired by Jacob

Fahlstrom and his description of the country with its great

agricultural possibilities.

Reasons For Delay In Settlement

In all past history of mankind, until the time of our

modern industrial and agricultural era, the migretions of people

have follcwéa ¥h§ coastal waters, then along larger streams and
only after thag:j‘Lw ‘fwil;:déééé% into the hinterland. Before
the modern industrial and agricultural development in America,

the rivers and waterways were the routes which Indien and white
man giidee followed in the conquest of new and unknown territory.

Before inland settlements were established, bases were always

first built along the larger rivers. Usually these bases were
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established at the confluences and forks of smaller streams

flowing into the larger rivers.

BALA e Ly 'az
e 5 . +hA o la PP NP | N, - 3
The reesen for thistls—the—septv—dars—wes-bhat—poeopte

v

had a certain-way of making“a-Yivifiy which influenced their
UhaX
mevenents—and migrationgi Hunting, fishing and fur trading

'ﬁﬁé the methodSwith which the frontiersman secured his food;fvhi

clothing and shelter as well as the riches that were to be had.

I 2 Y Lo 2

Agriculture and industry upon which modern life depends ceme
later after the trader had prepared the way.}With steam boats
the early traders came up the Mississippi and other larger
rivers as far as t;é;i;;u;d To go furthe; upstream they used
flat bottom boats and canoces. Along these waterways they built
their trading posts.

At these trading posts, at<the=sonfivenees—of—the ShEller
streems, the parting ef—dhe—weys of the white man and the Indian
took place. It was ceaused by a seesb-of division of labor between
them. The white people of the early exploration and fur trading
days did not have reason to_Y;nturq.far_inland. They remained
at the trading posts 4@ where the Indians brought their loads
of furs. These posts in most cases were established by huge
corporations and were built at convenient and accessible places.
Many of the early explorers came to the Minnesota territory as

\
agents of these corporationse. §9§é€ﬂréid’¥he white men who

\
were in charge of these posts ventures/far inland from the main

avenues of trade oukside—eof-portages made from one river to

Kot y o b D
another. The fur trader was not se-mweb-inberestedaEto

where the beaver and buffalo came from. His interest was ~eo—
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got the furs and pelts with least expense om—hie—cun part and
to secure fer—himself the best price when they were sold in
the eastern and forsipgn markets.}\Thus it was that the Indian

did the hunting, skinning as well as a great part of the trans-

"> ,
por¥ of the furs. His labor drove him far &long the small streams

and deep into the forests, into the hinterland about which the
early white man knew little and cared lesse.

The Kandiyohi region which is located bégﬁéxt.the
Minnesota and the Crow rivers was and remained swelsa hinterland
#0 where the early fur trader had little reason to go. It was
after agriculture and industry began to replace trading with the
Indians as a method of making a living, that interest was kindled
among the white men regarding this region of beautiful. lakes and

rich cultivable soile.

The Townsite Promoters

The townsite promoters were people who went in advance
off agriculture and industry into new regions and established
claims to towmsite lands in the expectation that when settlers
arrived they would be able to enrich themselves by the sale of
land in small lots to people who were bound to come later. They
were a new kind of trader who came into being with agriculture
and industry. They came from the fur trading past by remaining
traders but trading in new things and values. As soon as land ,
could be secured as private property they begen to buy and sell
it, as they had bought and sold furs and-ether-seed in the pasta

At the time that the white man discovered the Indian,

ong them land d1d not belong to 1nd1v1dualu as private proper—
W .--Eu‘ )a A P’“‘- 1 b L

,',. IR

ty. The»inﬂt«ﬂ—}&weé~&nwaAarlmrtxve candmtion. Hunting and

{
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fishing was his sole methodsof making & living. With the
exception of some far western bands the Indians did not cul-
tivate land as de the medern white men;d The lands and the
territory which they inhabited belonged to the people in
commone They lived in a state of ancient tribal communism.
They built villages for protection from their tribal and other
enemies. Even the product of the hunt and the forage expedition,
when it was plentifu%)was.divided among the bande.

The white mants method of making a living was different.
To the white man, every thing that he secured possession of

was his private property, including the land.

After the government, threugh.treaties, secured poss=

ession of the land from the India&s;‘an arrangement was made
whereby individuals could in turn secure possession of 1t as
private property. Under the preemption law they could stake
out a claim of one hundred and sixbty acres and by paying
£1.,25 per acre to the govermment the land became their private
propertye.

To secure a larger area of land in one plat, & number
of people got together and orgenized townsite companies.
The Fandiyohi Townsite Company was esteblished in 1856. Its
President was John Swainson of Chisago County. The other offi-
ders were D. M. Coolbough, Kinneapoli§)¥ice,President, Charles
Hoag, Minnaapoli$/8écretary, and Dr. C. L. Anderson, St. Anthony,
Treasurer. These men were the early promoters of Kandiyohi
County end the forerunners of the land speculator who has since
flourished in periods of agriculture boom and depression in

all of the farming regions of the northwest.
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Early Settlers

E. T. Woodcock, a farmer from Faribault, Minnesota,
is said to have been the first actual settler in the region.
He and two other young men, Jesse M. Ayers and V. L. Forsythe,
in_cuest—ef—townsile possesstons, journeyed into the Kandiyohi
country scme time in the summer of 1856e. They established the
Columbie towmsite on the west bank of Green Lake. During the
seme summer & group of Virginians who had earlier come to
Minneapolis, selected a townsite on the west shore of the same
lake and named it Irving. Prominent among these early settlers
were Bugene li. Wilson and A+ Je. Bell. On the north bank of
Diamond Leke during the same year, John Masters, Jemes Campbell

and the MclLeod brother staked out the St. Johﬂ% townsite. The

)
St. Johns townsite promoters came from St. Peter and they also

established headquarters in St. Paul to promote their venture.

In the year 1856 five people had located claims for land
in the region and filed their claims at the land officess The
dates of the filings were recorded as followss Elijah T. Wood-
cock, August 11th, Valorous L. Forsythe, August 11th, William
Kouts, September 20th, Samuel Holes, September 25th and James
Campbell, September 27the.

In 18566 the Government had surveyed only the eastern
part of the region. The next year,however,the surveys were
extended westward so that it covered all the area that is now
Kandiyohl County. When the survey was completed, the Govermment
announced that it was ready for settlement. This second year

of settfement had the greatest number of new arrivals of any
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year during the whole period before the Sioux outbreak in

1862. The land office records show the number of filings for

land as follows: 1857, ninety five, 1858, fifty five, 1859,

twenty six, and 1860, thirteen. During this period there were aflJ"

meny people who settled in the region without filing claims

at the land offices. They depended on their rights as squatters

to hold the claims.}ﬂ This was the beginning of the settlement

of the county by the white man. lMeny of these people made
permanent homes for themselves and their families in theregion,
but there were also many who did not stay,who left with their
hopes shattered. They could not endure the hardships of pioneer
life. Only the hardy and resourceful remeined.

CHAPTER 4.
PERVANENT SETTLERS CONTRASTED WITH TOWNSITE PROMOTERS

Nay Some Wers Disopuragst

The people who first came into the RKandiyohi region were
not all real pioneers. The townsite promoters ceme with hopes
of making a fortune quickly by securing land at a low price and
selling it to newcomers at a high price. They did:inot come %o
work and build a community as the real pioneers did. They ceme
to speculate with land values. From a long history of experience
we have learned that such people are not builders of towns, nor
do they give rise to thriving communities.

During the period from 1856 to the time of the Sioux
outbreak, numercus farmers did settle in the region, but their
farming operations were small. There were no railroads or trans-

: 3 A

portation facilities in the early days whiek discouraged expansion
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of farm operation. The farms of the early settlers produced

only what the farmer needed for himself and his femily, Trere
wes no-surplus of farm products—in-the-early-period upon which
all farm-towns-and-villepes—are-foundsed. Thus it was that the
tovmsites which were platted out by the promoters did not boom

es quickly as they expected. Since the way of making a living
for the white man in the Kandiyohi region depended on agriculture,

no towns could be successful until the real pioneer, the tiller

Arundaa-t
of the soil, settled there. The peorle who eame to speculate

,Af
,

with land values could -not help buu becere d1s<oura C@f’ik%&t

LB pV BT L

Was thab m&nvwPEOP&G~lﬂﬁtmu$tb—ﬁ%a$¥€¥6ﬂ”hﬁﬂﬂﬂ*&ﬂd”blT?thd*UT“

pect&tQOESAMhEhQﬂewwho~remamn@d were - hardy working-peopley-the—

real-pioneers of Kandiyohi County.

The Ploneer has Also A Frontiersman

The real pioe&9rs of Kandiyohi County were not only
tillers of the soily THhey wergrffontiersmen who founded a
modern agriculture communitye. They took up claims along the
lake shores where water, timber and cultivable soil combined to
meke it possible to build farms which were to be their future
homes. They sought a better life than they had had before.
Here they found freedom end an opportunity to hew it out of the
wilderness according to their own pattern. There were many

obstacles to overcome. The product-of-the land-which. they

cuttivated with primitive means did not in-the-begimwing suffice

to_taks care=af all of their needs even though the fare was

simple and the homes unpretentiouses In-the earlyrdays)they were

compelled to hunt, trap and fish,to£ill the-femily lerder.
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The only cash income of many of the early settlers was money
secured from selling furs. This money in turn they used to
buy clothing and necessities which they themselves could not
produce.
Tay’y. Seoisd Aaiivitass

In the early days there were no roads,making social
activities very simple indeed. Long distances between neighbors
made even visiting difficult in the days of the Ox=cart. Never=
theless occasienal vistts-were made between-neighbers. lNost

of life, however, was centered around the simple log cabins, the

hearth and home of the frontiersmen. Very few larger social

gatherings took place in the early days«* The pioneers were

-\' o = s
busy people. They worked hard on their claims{’ Fhey—ltiwved
() ) . v .

A | o

~in peaceful labor. It-is—sAid-that tHercWas & lErTe-noasure

of-contentment..amenpg~then .

CHAPTER 5.
THE INDIAN AND THE WHITE MAN

The Sioux Indians to whom the region originally
belonged,had "been removed to the reservation on the Minnesota
River. Up until the Sioux outbreak in 1862 the early pioneers
lived in peace with the Indians. Occasionally the Indians would
come on their hunting and foraging trips and camp on the shores
of the many lakes, There was no reason for confliect with them
as at that time there was an abundance of pgame and fish for all.

Growing Discontent Of Indians

There were, however, fears among the settlers that

Indians would attack them. These fears were caused by disturbances
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whoch took place in other parts of the northwest, and by

the savage sorties carried on by the Sioux and Chippewa in their

tribal warfare. Thefe—wa3‘atso~the—knﬁw}e&ge~amvng:Ehe early

settlers 'that discontent was growing among the Indians due to

a long train of abuses and injustices cerried—out-ageinst—tien

by the white men. The Indian people were never thoroughly

satisfied with the division of land between them and the white

men. When the treaties were made, these—simpie—chitéren—cf

(\—’ LA L
nesePe did not understand all#the implications, of-these-breabties,

They realized that they had been deceived only after the land
YL

had been ceded and they found themselves in #lposition of—disw
sdventepe. From this grew and smouldered a desire and a hope
among some of the Sioux warriors to win béck seme—dey their
hunting grounds, the source of sustenance of their people.

During;the meny years of fur trading history a deep
coﬁfiicf}éxigied ﬁetween the natives end the white people. Thies—
conflict-resulbed—fromunequel—trade—betweer~tirem. The Indians

were always taken advantage of;y in—the—trade that was earried-on.

",m‘ P g

\ jt’is estimated by historians that profits ranged from one hun-
dred to four hundred percent in Indian trade. In later years
- the trade was so unequal that the Indian people were driven .
deep into debt to the traders. When annuity payments were made
by the government according to treaties, the tradér collected
the money from the Indian agency for these .debts and the Indians
themselves received nothing. Wm. Watts Folwell, thg first Pres=-

ident of the University of Minnesota and one of the

historians of our time, describes the Indian policy of the




Page 16

Govermment ms follows: "The central vice of that system was
the negotiation of treatics with Indian tribes as with equal
contracting parties and theviolation of such treaties without
cause and shame."

Thus the great domain where their fathers and fore=
fathers lived and hunted long before the white man came was
lost to the Indians. fhey'were given only & narrow strip
of land in the upper Minnesota River Valley. When they ceded
the land they were promised goods, money and protection, but
these promises were never redeemed. They were removed to a
small reservation, where poverty and restriction of freedam
became oppressive to these roving people whe made a living
by hunting and fishing. As this oppression increased, the
more impatient of the warriors,sometimes driven by poverty,
began to molest the white settlers. The annuities that they

were to receive were attached by the traders and withheld
\‘. 1 Aredm X v ‘,rr“

by the Government. The Civil war wes -going

ot sk ity tire

Otk Wy s . ALt { J Mg ans Anuanr Ulin, Amde e s Han et ,

te’whe;eJmany.manmfromwhihnescta"went to-fight=for %he Pnion.
This made the-Indien—belder-and-more-—vindietive. Finally in
Aupgust 1862, under the leadership of Little Crow, the Sioux
warriors decided to rise in arms, to avenge the injustices,

and to realize the hope whieh-hed-becn-smewnidering-for-a—iong
tim?ﬂbo repossess the territory which they hed lost im—themerenr

of—the white man.,wesbwards

Beginning of OQutbreak

The begimning of the Sioux outbreak was the attack by—

the—fnddams on the lower Sioux Agency on the Minnesota River

about six miles below the mouth of the Redwood. This attackixff
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took place on August 18th, 1862. Several people were shot
deum im=tiis-ebrack and the stores of theagency were pillaged.
On the same day small bands of Sioux warriors went intec Renville

§ o ched 3
v, | ¥ Y Vg
County attacking the white settlers there. The people thet were

able to flee these“attacksfancn»reachxFort Ridgley with the alarm.«mwgk

Captain John S. Marsh was immediately dispatched to the scene
with 46 enlisted men. Shortly after arriving et their destina-
tion they were ambushed by the Indians from across the river,
and Captain Marsh who attempted to escape with the remainder of
his men was drowned. This incident has come to be known as "the
battle of Redwood Ferry" andthe second of the Sioux attacks
later in the day of August 18th, 1862.

The alarm soon spread among all the settlers adjacent
to the Indian territories. The aefenseless people were panic

Xl Yo Alie fvamads e ey
stricken and maae preparations. to-flee to the larger populat:on
R T sl g gl Lot e My b

center55 }Qanweﬁa;n;;rtakenmby the- Siop; ’annmgrsﬁand”massacred.
At that same time sorties were dispatched by the warring Indians

deeper into the hinterland and iwmbe new settlements.

Indians Come To Kandiyohi County

On August 20th she Indians swoopedfhron the helpless

settlers of Kandiyohi Counux} ,Féurtsen people from the Broburg
A 4 .
and Lundburg families.near West LaLe were mﬁssacred by-them.
*\‘, " \ e

From this-first aceae—ef—%he massacre in the Kandiyohi

region the Indians carrled of f several wagon loads of plunder

>4 'l

and some money. Seonﬁaﬁta}w%h&s, near Feﬁt~hake, a carevan

of refugees from Green and agle Lake was overtaken bv the

Al -v', A ""‘ln . (“‘ S RY 3 4 v AWM

Ind1ans¢and ﬁ&eklund_andnLnnanLaan;ueps«yu%éemed_kqn%hew On
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this same day &=BESE - 1 Berger Thorson was

also killed. At the cabin of Oscar Erickson a group of settlers
who had learned of the outbreak were preparing to leave for
Green Lake,with—e—view—vo-meke BN Gffied delence Bfainst tHe In-

diens-withthetr el ghborss —They, however, did not gel stasbed

before the Indians came. Here they shot Carl Carlson ¥

potato..field and severely wounded lMr. Foot. With their fam-
ilies Swanson,Erickson and Foot shut themselves up in a cabin
and fought off the Indians. FErickson and Foot were severely
wounded. They sent their wives to Green Leke for help during
the course of the battle. After Foot had wounded a couple of
the warriors they withdrew and weant northward. On their way
they killed Carl Carlson's father, QOlaf Haugen and his wife
end son. At Solomon Lake they killed Lars Endresen and his
son, Endre Endreséﬁ;J%;unding severely Endresen's other son
Ole. From the Endresen settlement they carried away the two
oldest daughters, Guri and Brita. MNrs. Guri Endresen with her
youngest daughter, Anna, hid in a cellar and thus escaped.
After the Indians withdrew, lMrs. Endresen end little Anne
started for Eagle Lake but were lost on the way, afterwards*rl
returngég»to the home cabin where they found Ole Endresen still
alive. With a yoke of mismatched oxen they started out to
trlckgonii.Cabﬁ?;wﬁo_waﬁ_#TTTSUnﬁ??“%?v':fThéffév?éﬁ%g&;hey
d&é~nai—dapeuéo go imbo_Lrieksonls—cabimbeeausse they keerd

\.‘ = =] '\
mOanS,/+hlﬂ‘1nv that therswere-fndiams—imthe—eabin. They

stayed out in the open that night and ceme back in the morning

to find Mre Erickson and Mre. Foot wounded. Mrs. Geei Endresen's
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first act was to administer toc the wounded as best she could,
after which she placed them into a wagon and tw;ﬁ;§0¥$ed them
to Forest City,ta.ged—eere. The Endresen pirls,Guri and Brita,
seen-afier.their-eepbure escaped from the Indians and also made
their way to Forest City.

This has come to be known as one of the heroic epi-
sodes of the frontier people in the State of Minnesota. With
her heroism and resourcefulness Nrse. Guri Endresen has made a
place for herself in the hearts of all men and women of the
state.

Putting Down Of Uprising Begins

By this time, with the help of those Indians who

IuQx,&"”"\!

did not support Little Crow in the uprising, the set'l:lers ‘began

to move from their frontier homes as best they could to larger

population centers,of the-wirite-mefi, The organization ef %QL,
LL/\ v,,“.;(

defeneo—of “the frontier soon took form end the-pubbing—dowmof

the rebellion,was-begwm. At the battles of Fort Ridgley and
)
New Ulm the Indians were defeated with heavy loases){ JHundreds
of the Sioux warriors gave their lives in their unsuccesful

a+tenpt To recover their lands. Afber—bhese-babtlesthey

""Uﬂ\f“’i‘

bag.a.n_i_o_re.trﬁeai._amkwere drlven west by General Sibley and his
. A BEbe

forces who were oharned/\w&-‘«;ﬂ putﬁm do-m the rebellion &=

COToFHeRTemsey, Defore-the-middle-of-bhe Winter many of the

Sioux warriors were captured by the authorities and 38& were

hung at Mankato as a . } ngs of a Government

litary Commission.

Sioux Warfdre. Was Fiendish

According to the rules of ancient tribal warfare of
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the Indians, bravery was measured by the number of scalps and

eagle feathers that the warrior possesseds. These were acquired
9 y {

LA

\ Ny {
e nLads . Artaad it A opdarddite

by the warrior according to the number of enemies -he-had van=

quished. To these primitive people, an enemy Wps an enemy

regardless of age or sex. When they went on the war path the
s e hagh

fiendish traits of savagery werc whipped we by war dances and

emedenmt tribal rituals. Perhaps bte—their-simplte-way-of—thinking,

the fiendish massacres would terrorize the settlers to the ex-

tent that they would-ef—sheir—eovm-accord: leave their settlementgf
]
AL e

$ £
pPerhaps the atrocities were a result of a feedimg—phathad Frows

in their savage hreests to avenge all the past injustices and

injuries of the white man. That—the-attacks-were-Tiand s and™

atroeiews ToUNE Ccall 'Q‘D?‘éﬁ‘t‘ﬁn.
 Siow Wore Brave Varriors

Because of the brutality of their warfare there is
often & charge made that the Sioux-were cowardly people and that
their uprising was altogether uncalled for. These charges,
however, cannot be truc. The attacks on Fort Ridgley and New
Ulm, where they were repulsed with great losses, forever dis=
nisses the charpe that the Sioux people were cowardly, and that
their cause was ignoble and uncalled fore. Primitive men do
not risk and pive their lives in such large numbers unless there
is some nobility in thewenture and some cause that they deem
just in their own minds.

A1l historians agree that there was impoverishment
end starvation among the Sioux people at the time. When they
made & plea for help from the white men they were told to eat

gress. From the correspondence of Little Crow and historic
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facts of the time, there can be no question but what the Indians |
were driven into the uprising, which from the start was doomed

to fail, by the most elemental of all passions, hunger. That

it was their only recourse and noble to those who participated

in ite

Reasons For Quieck Defeat Of Sioux

The Sioux rebellion of 1862 would have resulted in a
very serious situation and yet bloodier conflict had it not
been for the way-Hinmesote=had-been-settled-eariier-and=the fact
that the migration of the white man toward the west in Minnesota
formed a very irregular frontiers

Raddison, Grossiellers and other early voyageurs came
along the great lakes and journeyed to the western extremity of

Leke Superior. Father Marquette and Jolliet followine journeyed.
!

southward from Lake Superior to the Tississipp%JﬂEThe Hivers

and portages that these early voyageurs traveled were later
used by the fur traders. While they traded with the native
Indians they established the foundations of the early settle-
ments fromwhich the Indians were pushed back into the hinter-
land. After Fort Snelling was established,the settlements of
the white man drove a salient through central Minnesota west
and north culminating with communication with Pembina in the
Red River Vglley. This salient had much to do in subduing

the Indian tribes. It separated for all time the Dakota nation
of Indians from the Chippewa tribes by driving bkt
them to the southwest end leaving the Chippewa surrounded

in the north.

Even though there was much talk and rumor that the
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Chippewa were Volqg Fo help the Sioux in the uprlslnc o¢
u 4 A \

1862 this eﬁn}d not happen under the circumstances because

TR B

they had been. driven-seo-far-apart—ir-disbence and—bstween
themwas the-white settler with his towns and-pepuletion
oenterss.—No -doubt—if-they-hgd been Tree to do 50, without
the . .settlements of the white men-between them;they-wonld
have buried the hatehet-of-tribel-warfare-and-united to _drive
out the-people-who Had taken their lands.

Kandiyohi is one of the counties close to the Sioux
Reservation from where the rebellion spread. Thus it was that
the early settlers of the region paid dearly in humen life be=-
fore it was put downe. Twenty four civiliansiwkibe-peepte and

we, 160 2
one soldier were killed by the SiouxTwithin the borders of what
is now Kandiyohi County,tmr3868~

CHAPTER 6.
EXODUS AND RENEWED SETTLEMENT

Retreat 01 Frontier

So great was the terror of the Indian outbreak that
within a very short time all of the white people from Kandiyohi

Coﬁnty retreated from their frontier homes to the lewger-popula-

e 2 o
tidn-centers farther east. The country was left imto—bhe-hanés

«of the Sioux warriors. These retreats were hurried and were

conducted while the Indians meny times awbuscaaed the Caravans.

P ¢
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In-a iew instances tne settlers sent back £roups of men—-to-salvage

| [ A e Orusliag  GlaAra iy "“f ) (4

such'thlngs as-were-left behlnd, such as-eattle wrlch were—left

astray—in-the-penic. Very little;. however;-was—saved-in-this
ways When-these men -would come to-the-settlements theycould

see-the Indians driving away the cattle and-nothing could be
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done-about—it-against—the much larger-number of armed.Indians.
Thus the frontier retreated until the-bime-—bhab-bhe~Indian -out=

T break could be put down. “It-was bnly after the Indians had been
driven from the repion thet-the-people-came-back.. Meany of them
had to start anew-with but-one advantege, that of knowing the
region which was new tTothem previously.

Settlers Come Rack

Soon after the native Indian was vanquished and driven
out settlement began to take place with new vigor. The march
of the white man westwarq)even though momentarily retarded by
the Sioux outbreak)continued to gain momentume. Ihe motto of
Minnesota, so well described by lirs. Seth Eastman, now becamef
gkfliving reality.

"Give way, give way, young warrior,
Thou and thy steed give way=w===-
Rest not, though lingers on the hills
The red surs parting ray.

The rocky bluff and prairie land

The white men claims them nowe.

The symbols of his course are here,
The rifle, axe, and plough."

Homestead Law

Already %Lring the time of Jefferson free land had
become an issue in American Politics. For many years a group

of people, among whom was Galusha }. Grow, Father of the Home-

o U

stead Act enmd congressman from Pennsylvania, whe—during-Eincola's

[

o ; 3 : )
tern—of-offiee-as-President-was—the—speaier-eof-sho—-house—of-rep-

resentebives, had been working on a proposition whereby land
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distribution among the increasing population could be improved.
In 1862 the Homestead Act was finally enacted into a law.

The immigrants who had come to the eastern industrial
centers from foriegn lands were harassed by low wages end per=
iodic depressions. To escape from the hard times in the indus-
trial east they sought free land in the west. Encouraged by
all kinds of inducements put forth by the growing industries in
the west they migrated in large numbers. These immigrants from

e
forigen lands in-mest—emses-were—frecdom tovias-—peoplos—ihey"
had come to America to seek freedom and liberty which they did
not have in their home countries. When thev worked in the mines,
mills and factories in the east they soon learned that life was
much the same tﬁgk it had been in thé old country. From this

they wanted to escape. A homestead in the west was a golden oppor=

tunity.

A 2ota

Soon the larger‘popwietion cewbers of the west were

teeming with the life of newcomers. Railroads were being built.
The lumbering industry flourished) flouring mills and manufacturing
plants were constructed. Settlement was encouraged to supply

the needs of the new industry. Every men found his place in the
new freedom of the west. Some became railroad builders. Others
built steamships to transport the increasing goods. Some beceme

ik
manufacturers. Tach could follow-er calling most suited from

B

\v\\- i

among the many things to be don§)¢ The great majority of the
people chose the life of the hardsy pioneer,@érmer and settled
on-the lands, that had been made available by the Homestead Act,
to-becone.a founbeinhead 61 wealth for-the-great growing. Cemmon-

wealth -eof-Minnesota.

It was during this time that Kendiyohi County was
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permanently settled frem—whioh—it—hes—prown—bo—be—one—of—the
most important agriculture counties of the state.

Early Settlers Were Foreign Born

As is true of nearly all new early settlements in
Minnesote the great majority of the settlers of Kandiyohi County
were foreign born. Tha_ﬁiguseewof’fie Federal census of 1870
shows that within the boundaries of Kandiyohi County liwed 668
native born and 1092Kf6reign bornwpeoylea The foreign born
people—of-bhe—aounty came from many parts of the world bringing

with them thelir native culture, customs, and traditions. Most

1 \
e

5 amd a lesser number

gt
from England, Ireland, Scotland, Germany, Austria and oﬁhe“foHa.

of them came from the Scandinavian countrie

H eople Were Induced To Come To The Frontier

In the 1870ts the railroad companies became an important

factor in the settlement of the frontier,

H Poat H A
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railroads they had-to have settlements which would create the

- o i

wéaitQ to he tfansported, as without—semething totramsport—the
redlreads-were—ef—nowiuwe, Under the management of James J.

Hill the St. Paul and Pacific Railwey Company carried on an
intensive campaign of recruitment of new settlerses In 1879 this
railroad company printed ten thousand English, five thousand German,
and three thousand Norwegian pamphlets to induce new settlers to
come to Minnesota. In this pamphlet the following was said:

"The whole surface of the state is literally begemmed
with innumerable lakes...their picturesque beauty and
lovliness, with their pebbly bottoms, transparent waters,
wooded shores and sylvan associatiéns, must be seen to be
fully appreciated.

There is no western state better supplied with forestSeeee

The assertion that the climate of lMinnesota is one of the
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healthiest in the world, may be broadly and confidently
MAdCeasese

Minnesota...may now justly boast of possessing the
most magnificent endowment for educational purposes of any
state in the Union."

In addition to this circularization, land exploration
tickets were issued by the raillroad companies in 1871 to induce
people from the east to come to the settlements. These tickets
were conbtracts with the railrocad company providing that if a per=
son purchesed one of these tickets and wewtd—bhereesser within

T

™~ I
sixty days i prychasedat least forty acres of railroad land he—

L
A

woukd—Peo-ewedited—with the price of the tickeﬁroﬁ his down pay=-
ment. The contract further provided that the remaining members
of thefamily could get free fare to whkere the land.was.siluolodw-
To induce the settler to bring with him as many of his
tools and other supplies ﬁhieﬁQQeiééeééd,-the railroad compenies
allowed the amount of freight paid to be applied on payment on

4

land purchased from them. This—the—railmeed companies could de

4 £ A

wecause-theeurhrthe—lend-grenbe—bhe-CGovernnent—gave~them—ture
\ Y a B [ VR v ST

“fr&cts wﬁi@h were of value be=bhem only when the settlers could
be brought to exploit them.

A great amount of promotion work was done by the rail=
road companies after 1870, This promotion was relayed to the
eastern states by their agents, newspapers, pamphlets and various
other methods and means. Through the State Department of Immigra=-

&7 Wk S
tion the literature was distributed to %he various metiom 16Se
Fre-Toilread-canpenies—sent-nrentr-esen~to-the-Luropsan..countries

" to get mew people to come. They established foreign agencies
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of the railroad companies who carried on recruiting.

The hardy conditions of the frontier were immeasurably

\ L 9 o 4 Y

o oy ) 0 U i
better than-they-had in" their-former homelands-teo many of -the
‘e e Kol 4¢ y

immigrents. | Here—they-had-freedem,-plenty fertile.land and they

had. great hopes—of-woerking~out—their-desbinies. Many of the
/

settlersv%:fe letters-to their relatives—in—their—Tormer home-

lands descrihing-the-greéat opportinities.

.

; 3 5 < 2 . -
—-Japwmﬁex’¥; expand their operations they needed more

2

o, | ;
labors They wowld often, through correspondence, persuadec
J 9 & s L I -

their relatives to come to America,and-sent the-neweemer—bhe

[ ! & 5

_This—fare-—was—bken (Tepaid by work at so much per month
in-the-shop-er on thefarm by the immigrant.

CHAPTER 7.
COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND

Soon after the townsite promoters ceme to the region
the givil Govermment of the County was organized. Previous to
this the Kandiyohi region had been & part of other countiess The
region at some time had been. a part of thefollowing counties:
Dakotah, Pearce, Davis, Meeker, Renville, Stearns and Monongalia.
The State legislature on March 20th 1859, authorized by legislative
act the organization of Kandiyohi County. At that time the
territory embracing the county composed the twelve townships of
the southern half of its presagt area. On the north was Monongalia
County which later was made a part of Kendiyohi through consoli=-
dation.

The first Commissioners of Kandiyohi County were James
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Ce Bright, John Johnson and Magnus Andersones The first meet-

ing of the County Board was held in Kandiyohi Township, April 6th,

1859, During s number of yeérs to—eome there was no county seat,
iy Tke Roard meetings were held at the cabins of the settlers. El-

ections in the early days were held very irregularly. Thus the

County officers were sometimes appointed and sometimes elected,

depending on the circumstences. It was not until the fall of

1872 that the first County building was constructed to house

the County offices.

As has been the case in many counties, a competition

for the location of the county seat took plece ad8o in Kandiyohi

County. The two locations where this competition was the strongest

was Kandiyohi station and Willmar. In this competition Willmer

became the victor owing to a number of reasonijbut chiefly be-

cause it was the Railroad terminuk and center of trade of the

cormunitye

Coming of the Railroad

The greatest factor in the early develoyment of the
Kandiyohi region was the coming $@~ of the railroad in 186%9. Pre-

vious to thii)settlement as well as the methods of meking =

living developed very slow&, When the railroad came through it

opened up new possibilities which did not exist previously.
It brought the markets for farm products closer to the producer.

This resulted in numercus new settlers,-eoming to-the -county.

\
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It encouraged those thet had already settled on the farms to
expand their operations so-that-new-theyc ould become not-enly
producers for their -own-needs bubt-for- the market-as well, It

was the avenue through which the settlers were able to send
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their products to the grest-populetien—ecenters—virieh-were frowing,

sueh-as Minneapolis and St. Paul. 1In turn it became possible
for them to get manufectured goods, machinery and other -needs
in abundanceywhich—hed-been-difficult befere. [From the early
settler who made his living by only producing for himself and
hunting thus begen to develop the modern farmer who finally made
of Kendiychi County what it is today.

In the fall of 1869 the gte. Paul and Pacific Railroad
Company had completed thé\lax;ngﬂef tracks as far west as Willmar,
The traffic on the railroad during the ensuing winter was irreg-
ulare Snow hempered the movement of trains to the extent that
merchandise had to be hauled by beasts of burden from Litchfield.
The next year however brought improvement in reilroad traffic
and the growth of Willmar which is now the largest city of the
county gained new impetuse.

SRR

The c¢ity of Willmar was founded the seme year that the
railroad came by the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Company. The
town was platted by a Railroad Company engineer on railroad land,
Tt-wes named after Leon willmar who was a foreign agent of the
company's bondholders residing in London, Englande The tovn
in the early days was completely COHVTOllpO by the railroad
company.—It &wn;d the land whﬂch 1t sold to the tc%ﬁspeople.
It even owned the only elevator whieh-weas-whére the farmer.had
to=sell his preins So complete was the domination of-the-tewn
by the company that even the village council meetings were held
at the railroad depot from the spring of 1875 until a year later.

Later, however, Willmar became & free city and its
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growth was rapide As soon as the tillers—of-the=seil had
created the foundation for the community new enterprises

sprang upe In 1876 Locke and Bunker erected e Flouring Mill

6./“.1‘-/."&\
whieh-was large enough to mill the flour for the settlers,

arm

ready-as early as 1871 the Republican Gazebtte had been estab-
lished. In 1879 four hundred thousand bushels of wheat had

l‘_ 682 1‘ XA L < { 12 o _._)’
been shipped out of Willmare In 1885 the populat ion of-the~town

&
L
WES.. L 500v——Pr—bhig—timo—ertromdy the train dispatcher's office

was locatcd there. 1 ilroad company had & roumdsou
a machine shop in the town giving employment to & number of
people.

Distinction Between Willmar And Other Towns

All the o%lrer towns of Kandiyohi County,with the ex=

&
ception of ﬁi11mﬁ; never grew to more than trading center of the

farmers. They grew to what they-are today because there /was a
great number of farmers around them who brought their surplus
products there. The traders or business men built these towns
from the wealth that the farmers had produced. If there had
been no farmers—around them there would not have been any towns.
Their source of income was entirely dependent upon the farmers.
Willmar from the very beginning became a different kind
of a town. While its main source of wealth was also the great
industrious farm population, it attracted to itself another wealth
producing element, the workingpeople who are employed by the
Railroad Companye Being a division point of the railroad, im
gdditien to bging a—farm-—trade center, it has railroad yards,
ored)

roundhousesy machine shops, which employ & considerable number

Mo oy n U,

of people, This makes of< it an industrial town, é&ietimetivwe—
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from all other tevms—in the—county.

CHAPTER 8.
HOW THE EARLY PIONEERS LIVED

Location of Home

To the early pioneer of Kandiyohi County the first
problem te=be—solved wvas to secure fertile cultivable soil.

The grasslands of the region were ideal for the purpose. Then

there-wes—the_guestion—of building material, water supply-and-a

myriad of other-problems. to.be-sclved to start-building their‘
farmsteads+—In order to build their log cabins and secure the
timber for the purpose,they platted out their farmsteads eithef
in the woods or very close to the wooded areas. The buildings
whieh they put up were hewn from logs and constructed in a very
simple way, Usually the medn-serb-ed=the-livinr—house-was-a. _
: oﬁerr two room cabin. The early barns and animal sheds were
also made of logs perheps more crude in construction than the
houses.
Why VWhite Men Built Log Cabins
The Indian people were hunters and fishermen so they

did not build cabins and houses like the white man. They built
wigwens and tepees which were not intended to stand for many
years as were the houses of the white men. They made a living
by fishing and hunting so they moved from place to place
frequently.. Their-life depended on- the-abundance 6f game and
fishe When themme and fish were depleted in one region they
moved into ancther.

A The early white settlers had a different purpose when
they built their homes in the wilderness. They ceame to-stey-in

one -place-for-e-long time. They.came-to-build a farm snd.ko
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culttivate-lends Once they took up a claim under the home=
stead act they intended to live on it permanently. The log
cabins which they built were to be their permanent homes
until a time that they could built something better on the
seme site.

The tepee of the Indians was very easy to build com=
pared to the log cabinse They were crude round tents constructed
by lashing poles together at the top and spreading the lower
ends in & circle and then covering them with bark of treeg, cloth
or skins. They were easily built and just as easily taken
down when the Indians wanted to move from one place to another.

The early settlers cabins-reguired a lot of hard work
to constructe. There was first the cutting of the logs'in the
woods, hauling them to the building sites For & good sized cabin
with two rooms required many logs. They were heavy so to 1lift
them onto the walls required skill and ingenuity.

How Log Cabins Were Built

Frontier life taught the early settler how to protect
himself and his family from the elements in many ways. They

learned how to build many kinds of sheels, shantics, cabins-end-

shelters, They learmed crude shelter construction from the Indiens

and log house construction from many generations of American
piocneers.

In building & Log cabin, the firstthing to be done was
the sorting and measuring of the logs. The longer ones were
picked out for the sides and the shorter ones for the ends,
Then a - house-is-built we know before we start what it is going

to be like. For this purpose we rake drawings and plans: In=
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stead of having elaborate ﬁritten drawings and plans the early
settler kept them in his mind. *e proceeded with construction
preparing the timber as the building proceeded. He first laid
out the sill timbers, squared the corners and levelled the
bases On the sills he built the walls log by log notching
them to lock the corners. When the walls became high he placed
two long poles one end on top of thewall end the other end on
the ground and rolled or hoisted the logs into place. After
the walls were built he made the rafters from poles and constructed
the roof'« Then he chinked the walls by splitting small trees
into four cuerters and on the inside of the cabin spiked them
into the cerevices of the log walls. On the ocutside he filled
the crevices with clay to keep out the cold winds, and to make
them weather proof.

Many of the early settlers of Kendiyohi County, however,
were not satisfied with this crude construction. They wanted
something better, so they did the additional work of hewing
the logs square and dovetailing the cormers. This required a
considerable amount of additional work but the cabins were
better in appearance and more weather ﬁroof than the ones con-

structed from round logse

Very few of the early log cabins had cellars or base-

ments under them as we have in our modern homes. The early
settlers built outside cellars for the storage of their root
cropss These cellars were pits dug into the ground close to
the cabins with a thick roof built over them of wood and earth,
having an opening at one end. Here the root crops were stored

over the winter and during the summer they were used as coolers.
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In this way the pioneers built their shelters.
was no end to back breaking work but the ideal

the prospect of economic indepe: e spurred

The Pioneer Househq&é

In the years that Kandiyohi County was settled, Grand
Rapids, Michigan had not yet become the great furniture center
of America as it is today. The furniture industry throughout
the country was yet in its infancy. Even if there was furniture
to be had in the larger industrial centers the early pioneers

of Minnesota did not have the money with which to buy furniture

k% §

and transport them to their frontier homes. The furnishings
of the log cabins were mostly hand made with the crude tools
that were available to the frontiersman. Compared to the mod-
ern household +the cabins of the settlers were crude indeed.
Beds in which they slept were made of wood. The pioneer women
tried to make them as comfortable as they could with straw and
hay filled mattresses. Some of the more fortunate settlers
who had money were able to get simple household necessities
which made life a little more comfortable.

Water

Water is an essential need wherever man or animal lives.

Their body negds it as all living things need moisture. Watér

to man is an jelement without which he ¢amnot live. While in

Fa

| I 2 ; ; ]
le%sh, water|like fire ig one of man's |greatest frignds. Ig
1 | | !

performs useful tasks. It puts out figes. Streams|/of water in

oup rivers cprry and trardsport huge loads. Waterpower gives us
lighte Watdr gives us an endless amount of benefits but the

most essential thing about water is that man, animal or plant
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cannot survive without it. wWater,like fire, can &lso be dan-
gerous fto man. I} can causeé floods and destruétion. When

exposed to the atmosphere at certain tempergtures Billions

of/ deadly babteria can grow in it dangerdus to the héalth of

man.

Thus it is that man for a long time past has sought a
water supply for his drink from below the surface of the earth
or running springs through which the watér has been filtered,

In same regions of the earth such as the large desert
and arid plains underground, water sources have been hard to find.
Before the extensive kmowledge of geology which we possess today
people devined sources of water. These deviners were called
"water witches." They claimed the ability to locate water veins
below the surface of the earth with devine methods. One of
these methods which yet survives among some of the older people
of today is witching water sources with a willow. This is done
in the following manner. A ‘forked branch of a willow is cut
about the thickness of a finger.. It is cut into a shape of a
wishbone or a short handled fork with two prongs. One of the
branches of the fork is grasped with the right hand and the
other with the left with the thumbs outward and the back of
the hands toward the ground, the twig then spreéd with the
handle of the fork pointing upward. Then the person walks up
and down and across the area where water is being searched.

The explanation is that the handle of the fork will itself turn
toward the ground should the_person walk over an underground water
veine .

In the Kgndiyohi region underground sources of water
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were not so difficult to find, as—emthearid-pleins. In. the
region the water bearing sands-and gravels,through which water
filters,are close to the surface. Thus the early settler could
find cool and clear water without much effort. The early wells
were dug with a spade. At a depth of from 20 to 60 feet plenty-
water could be found. ' The early settlers drew the water out of
the wells in many ways. Some had only a simple rope and bucket,
some had learned the old omken bucket method of lifting the
water to the surface, others had pulley wells and wooden pumps.
Later came the iron hand pump and as the resources of the settlers
increased, thef secured windmills to pump the water for thems
Windmills have thus come into extensive use in the countye.

Still later,drilled artesian wells have—beoen-mede—on—some—of o

the ferms whichare many hundred feet deep gnd flow by themselvess

Now And Befors

Pt Lt
It is not definitely known who the—firet—piamtersef grain

and other crops were in the Kandiyohi region. But we do knmow that
at that time the iron plough and the crude harvester had already
been invented. We know also that at.iée time thkat the region

was settled the ox and the horse were generally used as draft

animals. Afber 1790 -several men in the country had made crude

1ron plouwhs that were better *haq the wooden ones used earliere.
An 5 | /"““

A \ o " L
.Jken*these«fLrst'irenanleuph& were-made ,some people

had an objection to them. They said that the earth stuck to

the iron mold board so that they would not scour. A superstition
was also widespread that the iron would poison the soil. Usage

end experience, however, overcame these objections. Machinery

as need arose for it came into use, sweeping away all superstitious

objections.
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t
At the time that tke Kandiyohi region was settled,there

Loty L, ¥ on

were alrsady in use—in-the states farther east, the“iron plough,

le LaH

reaper; header and many other crude farm-implements. But befors
the railroad came they were not available to the Minnesota
Frontiersman. Some settler brought with them & walking plough
with which they broke up the first land. Some land in the be-
ginning was spaded to make the seed beds. Reaping was done by

hand, first with the sickle, later/|the scythe and cradle were

0

used, still leter ceme the reaper and binder. Most of the farm
tools of the early days, however, were made by hand, owt—of-mat-

erials—at-hand. 7 By , or Rl
"l - ) i 4 = 5 - ¥ bl \ R o-Th G, .
Animallhusédndrv was begun immediately by the early-settlers
dim Oty A b (e
when-they—eames COWSs wergl?nought tﬂhglﬂﬁdmilk- geef cattle
: ¢ of \ndlade L tniaon Ut red Uraaghe
and hogs w;tf £¥ ol W o gmpsicimns thgkbuff;lo Hed—gone

A A AP, TR

westweaTtwith=tbive— Indlans.
Animal] husbandry at-thet-time-came into being as—a vital

necessity to give meat, nllé, cheese and ¢ther producto fior the

Aoy At iU ?
frontier home. At the ﬁiue'it wa's, to 06 secondary to—pgrain
A A it O~ M et / bl Ay

growing. ~R&481ng of.mraln’ercns was to be the source of rlches

] \;,7‘ DY oa A Loaly CAo—4 B

and.wellbeing»just as—soon s land-could-be-opened-up~and-trams=-
LA

. portation facilities arranged. For-a timeé in the early days of

agriculture in the county this-became the order of things. - The

production of-livestock and dairy products was only a means to

an—end+ It was a means of food and provisions for the farm

family who were-engaged-in grain growing as their main occupa-

tione
Time—and-history have wrought-a—chenre-into—this order

however. In the slightly over eipghty years since the first -set=
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tlers—eame," livestock and deairy production has become dominant.

Now-livestock and. dgiry-produetion provide-fiore than half of

the total income of the farm population in the county. Through
the process of diversification livestock and dairy production
1558 become the primary calling of most of the farmers. Grain
growing in the course of time has given way to animal husbandry
in Kandiyohi County as in many other southwestern counties of
Minnesotae
CHAPTER 9.
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JACOB FAHLSTROM
(By Ben Phillips)

A youthful sailor, shipwrecked on the coast of England,
where he enlisted in the service of the Hudson Bay Company,
became Minnesota's first Swedish settler. He was Jacob Fahl-
strom, who was born in Stockholm June 28, 1793.

Fahlstrom figured prominently in the pioneer history
of the state. Ten years before Colonel Leavenworth established
Fort Snelling, Fahlstrom was at the mouth of St. Peters. .As a
roving fur buyer he traveled all over the northwest, exploring
great sections of the country where no white man previously
had set foote.

Converted to Methodism at the first Methodist services
in the state, he became an "exhorter" andmissionary of that
sect, participating in the orpganization of the first Methodist
Episcopal church in the territorye. Throughout the remainder
of his life he was an enthusiastic practitioner of the type
of religious obervance which has become identified as "shouting

Methodism," and many are the stories of his strenuous worship.
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He spent his later years on the St. Croix in what is
now Weshington County, where he combined farming with missionary
work.

Fahlstrom was but nine years of age when he went to
sea on his first voyage, signing as cabin boy on a vessel, des-
cribed as a "steamer™ which was commanded by his uncle. After
the wreck on the English Coast, the boy and his uncle made their
way to London where they became separated. In London, young
Jacob became attached to Lord Selkirk!s enterprises and wgs

sent to the Hudson Bay region in the employ of the great fur

o . . .
company. e knew how to read and write his native tongue and

soon learned the French of the bois brules and Iroquois. Trans-
ferred to the Red River settlement, he switched allegiance to
the American Fur Company, and was sent to the junction of the St.
Peters = (now the Minnesota) and the Mississippi. For seven or
eight years he acted as a traveling buyer, constantly on the
move through the northwest. After the establishment of Fort
Snelling he was employed for several years in the quartermaster's
department. He also served as the mail carrier between Prairie
du Chien and Fort Snelling, covering the distance on foot, and
playing e desperate game of hide and seek with the hostile Indians.
Fahlstrom had carried a Swedish Testament with him during
his years of wandering over the northwest and frequently conversed
with the missionaries at the several stations among the Indian
tribes. From the Presbyterian missionaries at Lake Calhoun he
first learned of the intended establishment of a Methodist mission.
He inquired closely into the nature of the new sect, and was told

by the Presbyterians that although the liethodists were good and
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sincere people they made a very strenuous business of their
church services,

When Jacob King, the Methodist missionary arrived at
Fort Snelling in 1837, Fahlstrom was at hand to participate in
the first service, held in a building which Major Plympton had
loaned for the purpose. Major Plympton had provided a pulpit,
but it proved too frail for the purpose and collapsed under

King!s pounding. Fahlstrom, however, was converted. “e joined

at Kaposia, about 10 miles below St. Paul, where a station
was established. %e remained at the mission for some time and
was "licensed" as an "exhorter."

Fahlstrom, his wife and three daughters are listed as
members of the first Methodist Episcopal church organized in 1839
at St. feter's Mission station.

In 1840, Fahlstrom settled at Lakeland (Afton Township)
in what is now Washington County. He loaned his home for a mission
school, conducted services at Hudson on “undays, and industriously
spread the gospel among the Chippewa and the loggers of the
St. Croix country.

In 1850, Fahlstrom removed to another homestead at Valley
Creek in Afton Township in Washington County where he remeined

until his death in 1859,

Fehlstrom was married in 1823 to Marpgaret Bungo, a half

negro-half Chippewa women. Nine children were born of this marriage.
Mrs. Fahlstrom has been described "as a woman of a fine mind."

She died in 1880.




CHAPTER 10.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ELIJAH T. WOODCOCK

Elijeh T. Woodcock was & native of the state of New
York. He was born in Alleghany County, New York, January 15th,
1833, He is believed to have been the first actual white settler
in the region that is now Kandiyohi County. His wife was the
first white women to come to this frontier. To them was born
the first white child to be born in the county. Although they
were the first settlers they left the frontier in 1859 and
lived in Urbana, Ohio where Mr. Woodcock became a grain dealer.

Mr. Woodcock left his native state of New York ¥6

the far west, as the frontier was termed at the time, in the
8
o

spring of 1855, comimg-to ToWwa. From-there he came through

southern Minnesote and located,as he says in his reminicences,
near Faribault on a "quarter section of beautiful prairie land."
After remaining there for a year and meking some improvements

: n
on the land he sold his interest advantageously." On April
20th, 1856 he left Faribault with V. L. Forsythe -!;o the Crow
River Country. They went by way of Owatomna, Mankato, Henderson,
Glencoe, Hutchinson and Cedar Citys. To meke the journey they
had equipped themselves with & cemping outfit on a light wagon
with a pony. At Cedar City they met Jesse M. Ayers and another
men who had already explored the region before and located a
tovmsite on the west side of Green Lake. “r. Ayers at the
time was on his way there. He persuaded Woodcock and Forsythe
to join him in the townsite enterprise. From Cedar City to-
gether they proceeded to meke—the—journéy™o Green Lake. MNr,

Woodcock says the following in his reminicences about their
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arrivel at the towmsite. "The inspiration caused by the first
sight of the beautiful lake seemed to bring out all the admiring
qualities which we possessed and we were captivated by this
beautiful spot of nature®s production."

Then and therethe group of them decided to resolire
P

% . A

M?hemselvﬁﬁminte_ﬁ fownaite compamy and selected three hundred
and twenty acres of prairie and timberland which they named the
townsite of Columbis.

Yf tris time Mr. Woodcock further says: "Those were
days of great anticipation. We thought a glorious future was
in store for the Green Lake country--a great city would grow up
and steamboats would ply on the beautiful waters. Laboring under
this hallucination I hastened to my native state and took to
myself a wife to share the joys and griefé of a western home."

On October 16th, Mr. and Mrs. Woodcock arrived from
New York state at—the—rude—eabin—of—JwieAvers—whichwas—their

Gl

destina#éeﬁaﬂmﬁt“thts—cabinfthgy started their first frontier
J ,p'_'

R bt ud
housekeep:ur:g.ﬂ'))r YL A H }\-
|

During that fall the three hundred and twenty acre tract
of land was incorporated into a townsite company and surveyed
into broad streets and avenues. Reservations were made in the
plat for public buildings. FEverything was made ready for a
great boom. The future looked hopeful with the prospect of new
settlers coming. OUf this Mr. Woodcock says: "All lcoked mag-
nificent on paper." The plan of the townsite ¥r, Woodcock kept
for many years after in memory of his frontier life.

The first winter spent on the frontier by the Woodcocks
was Very severe. Herfrwas—e—teb—of snow snd-—it-wee—eold, 4The

bad weather drove away the fowl and beasts of the woods Tetie-
b ]
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hunting could not be depended upon for provisions. The deep
snow made it even difficult to procure fuel for the cabin. Bands
of insolent ‘hippewa Indians molested them in their home. But
the greatest worry was the threat of starvation. In March the
stores of provisions which were put away in the‘fall had elready

[ o 1
been exhausted. By April first the last flour was used ugzﬁnf’
bread. At this time outside assistance became necessary. From
Union Grove, about sixteen miles from their frontier home, they
secured flour and other provisions from the neighbors. Thus was
averted the starvation which loomed.

When the spring thaws ceme, geme became abundant again
in the woods end fish filled the streams and lakes. In May,

Je M. Ayers. who had left during the winter arrived Laek from
the east with a good supply of provisions. Again the prospects
became more hopeful.

During the summer of 1857 meny new people came to the
settlement. When they came their usual destination was the
Columbia Townsite and the cabin of the Woodcocks. The early
settlers remember Elijah T. Woodcock esmpecially becausc of his
hospitality. The first days of frontier life by many of the
early settlers ﬁﬁévspent at the Woodcock cabin.

The years of 1857 and 1858 passed quietly in peaceful
and ardent labor on the frontier. New settlers arrived one after
another, dispersing in all directions to build their frontier

homes. During this time, however, the affairs- of the Columbia

Townsite became complicated. Dwe~to—themeplect by the compeany —

A

téaﬁake—&cﬁi&éng at the land office;'the land of the townsite

reverted to the railroad company.




Page 43

Elijah T+ Woodcock hoped to achieve his dream as =
picneer through a growth of a town on the Columbia Townsite

lands. His hopes, however, were soon shattered. The surveys
)|
o p

of the railroad company differed from his plans; /fhe railroad

WY,

compeey did not take the route forihe—FaiiPrvadmhere lr. Wood-
coakﬁexpectedgif. The Cotumbia Townsite was leftfer—away from

where the-first-railrvad-—wasbuilt. 'Beéng discouraged with the

[J]

reilroad survey es welir&e—snffﬁrinﬁ the many hardships of the

earliest frontier life, the Woodcoeks left for the east in 1859.
An added factor contributing to the discourapgement was an ende
less litigation with regard to the land that they had staked out
for themselves. The enactment of the homestead law which had
been a problem of endless discussion had been delayed and the
settlers did not have the money for the preemption cost of the
land. Of this matbter he writes: "All the early settlers had
flattered themselves that the first homestead bill ever passed
by our Congress, introduced by the venerable Galusha M. Grow
of Pennsylvaenis, would apply to our homesteads located under the
preemption laws., The historic James Buchanan was then President
of the United States, and when the bill came to him for approval
end signature he promptly vetoed it, end cleimed that the Congress
hed no right to give away the public domain to actual settlers.
He did not remember that he had approved of the extensive
land grents to the Railroad Companies of a solid strip six miles
along the lines of the railroads mapped out through VMinnesota. n
Weiting for the enactment of the Homestead Lew the early
settlers were confronted with the problem of paying §1+25 per

acre for the claims that thev had staked out at a time when they
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had no money to do itywiths If they could not pay the land
would revert back to the government. As one of the settlers
confronted with a situation of this kind, Elijah T. Woodcock

was compelled to take & loan on his land giving a first mortgage

and & note bearing 36 percent interest annually to pay for his
78

'AW‘:tY
land« The loan was ome—hundred and sixby-dellars on which he

was obliged to pey $567.60 interest annually. Naturally he
resented this usury but it was the only way out. It was & ques-
tion with him as with others of getting the money or losing

the land.

After securing possession of the land they were confronted
with a prospect of another winter for which they were not well
prepared. In face of this they decided to sell their chattels,
rent the land and go to New York until a better time, They
rented the place to a Mr. Thomas who lived on it up to the time
of the Sioux outbreak. After leaving the frontier subsequent
events developed which prevented the Woodcocks from ever coming
back to their early home in Minnesota. The civil war broke oute.
Then came the Sioux outbreak which depopulated the Kendiychi regione.
Yf this Mr. Woodcock in his reminicences says: "To go through
a second term of pioneering my embtion failed me, and I later
sold the land to the late J. W. Burdick for five hundred dollars.

Thus ended my career as a pioneer."




CHAPTER 11,
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETICH OF SOLOMON ReFOOT

Solomon R. Foot is one of the hardy pioneers often
referred to as the Daniel Boon of the Kandiybhi region., He
was a sturdy man of English and Scottish descent, born in Dover,
Cuyahoga County, Ohio, May 30th, 1823. His parents had come to
Ohio fram Massachusetts and Connecticut and settled on the
banks of Lake Erie west of Cleveland, Ohio in 18l6.

When “olomon R. Foot was twenty five years of age

he engaged ‘in the lumber business in Toledo, OChio. From there
N
e

he moved into La Porte County, Indieana. At the age of thirty
four he came with his wife and four children from Indiana
through Chicago, Madison and Hudson, Wisconsin to St. Paul.

He had alretds—wis¥ted—emd staked out his claim and
built a log cabin ome#t in the Kendiyohi country earlier in June

of the same year. With a lumber wagon drawn by two yoke of oxen

he arrived with his family in St. Paul in the fall of 1857 On

their arrivel in St. Paulithey were greeted by a severe snow storm
which compelled them to i;.yLap in=Sbv=Panl for three days. birg.
Foot and the four children were a bit disappointed by the blizzard
as lr. FPoot had represented the Minnesota Country to them ear-
lier as the "Eden of the west." From.8t. Faul they continued
their journey to Minneepolis, Shakopee, Youﬁg America, Hutchison
and to Cedar City. Here again they were overtaken by extremeiw

-l

cold weather and snow. The weather was so bad that they were
compelled to apply at Cédar City Tavern for a nightt's lodging.
Owing to the bad weather the stables had been engaged so they

had to leave their oxen outside for the night. There were no
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rooms left in the tavern so they were obliged to sleep on
the floor and cook their own food. According to Mr. Foot
the owner of the tavern was rude and unfriendly. One Mre.
Gates did nmot have sufficient funds with him to pay for his
stopover so the owner of the tavern made him leave & box of
goods for security. The next morning the Foots continued their
Jjourney through snow drifts to Acton. Here they were met with
a hospitable and kind reception by Mr. Jones who kept a station
there. Staying overnight at Acton, the next morning found them
on their way to. Diamond Lake.

It seems that the further they got to the outposts of
the frontier, the more friendly the people were. From here
the final lap of the journey was made plodding through snow
and cold weather with tired oxen and a heavy load to Columbia
Tovmsite,where they arrived on November 19th. At the Columbia
Townsite, Foot's wife and the four children remeined at the
Woodcocks who had settled there earlier, while Mr. Foot and Mr.
Hollister, his wife's uncle, proceeded to Eagle Lake where Mr.
Foot had staked out his claim. The Woodcocks were very hospitable
people and the family stayed there until the cabin was in such

shape that they could move ih.

It was six weeks from the t ime Ehﬁ% the family Jeef@

A hoan, U

left Indiena thed they LimedFy moved int;*jhwdéabin'0#=ﬁ¥;:Peet.
The winter of 1857 was very modgrate which was fortunate for the
Foot household. The first winter was spent in sawing logs and
making furniture and other useful things for the household. In

18658 there was an early spring. The ground thewed ajgemdy in

i v,

Marche After the thew meny species of fish came into the streams

/

and 1akes'ia’abﬁﬁdunca. The shortage of food which worried the
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pioneers in the winter was now overcomes As the spring thaw

came, with it ceme the new grass. The trees began to bud.

The magic touch of the warm sun stirred into life all living

thinrse The "Eden of the west" began to show its charms.

Life beceme joyous, worth all the hardships that the Foot

family had experienced on their Jjourney to the f rontier.
Solomon R. Foot was & sturdy pioneer with great deter-

X)

mination, common sense anéﬁingenuity typical of all of those

early settlers who came to stay and work out their destinies.

It is not by accident that he is now referred to as the Daniel

Boon of the Kandiyohi Country. In the early days he was always

armed. His rifle was always a few steps from where he worked.
2

He_knew how to use-his.gun, Im him was combined @ men of the

rifie, a¥%e and plow. He worked hard %o break up land for cul-
tivation, but like with other early pioneers this did not bring
enough to take care of the growing family. He had to hunt deer
and other game to get "meat for the babies" as he exclaimed when
he brought dowm a deer in the woods. The funds that Mr. Foot
brought with him when he came from Indiana were’soon depleted.
Soon after he came to the frontier he was obliged to borrow money
and get credit from the merchantss To pay the bills an immediate
source of revenue had to be found. Like many other early set-
tlers he became a trapper. JLhis was his first source of cash
income with which he could pay the bills incurred and provide
simple necessities for the household. He-beeame—etrapper
widely-known-among-the—pioneers.

With the Indians Solomon R. Foot was always on friendly
terms up to the time of the Sioux outbreak. His early experience

© Ay

with thei;ﬁéians first frightened him but he soon learned their

habits and their natures In his reminicences he describes an
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incident with Indians which happened after the Inkpaduta Massacrs.
"Late one afternoon while Stewart and I were making
shingles we heard halloos from , distance. Supposing that some
lend inspector or settler wished to see us and, being anxious
to get news, we hurried toward their camp. I carried in my
belt a Col?ﬁ revolver and my rifle wes always a few steps from
where I worked. I had as yet little knowledge of Indians, but
I had heard of the Inkpaduta Massacre. With gun on shoulder I
advanced and had gone some disteance when there suddenly arose
two stalwart Indians. To me their appearance was 8o sudden
and unexpected that I stopped as quickly as if shot. My gun
involuntarily swung to a position of firing, when the reds
hailed us with hands outstretched and exclamations of "How how™
accompanied by a derisive laugh of satisfaction for having so
scared a white man. We shook hands with them and after they

had begged some tobacco they went to a nearby grove where their

party campeds They were on a hunt for Chippewa scalps and geme.

This was my first fright from Indians and I resolved then and
there that they should never see me frightened again."

From this experience he learned that one should not
let the Indians frighten one regardless of what the circumstances
aree. Further on in his reminicences he says the following re-
garding the matter:

"From my experience and general observation I learned
that whenever the Indians met with firm resistance to their beg=
ging and peremptory demands they were as civil as the same number
of transient white men would have been. But on entering e house

if they saw the least fear, which they were quick to detect, they




would take the last morsel of food."

Mr. ?oog,like a great many of our early pioneeri)
had experienced the difficulties of frontier life from a very
early age. TWhile he‘himself was a pioneer in Minnesota his
parents before him had pioneered in Ohio. TLike the great maj-
ority of our early settlers he loved freedom and liberty and
understood what it meant to be a free man., From his reminicences
published in the illustrated History of Kandiyohi County edited
by Vietor E. Lawson we can come—bo—enly one concTasion—thet—im
W mm,.,u.~,‘~‘_,u.\‘
lir+—TPoot was combined-a eensiderate father, a 'hard working agri-
{

AL
i a courageous

{

culturist, a proficient hunter and trapper,ﬁ
frontiersman who militantly executed his decisions in all cir-
cumstences. He had tasted of the free life of the west. For
it he was ready to fight at all times. He was severely wounded
in the Sioux outbreak of 1862 defending with arms his family

and other settlers. In his reminicences he gives moving ex=

amples of what this freedom meant to him. After describing how
aé" I',) 4

the early settlers wou}ééﬁke“to~their:§§;déisleds in cold win=-

Ter weather to goz#w parties in his own cabin and other gather-

ing piaces on the frontier he sayvs;
"Arriving at the places of rendezvous we would be welcomed
and'ushered'into a room by a warm fire and, partaking of
hot coffee and tea and more solid refresiments, all were
soon engaged in social converse, remes or the d ance, to
the tune of "Roaring River" or "Arkansas Traveler," ren-
dered on the violin by Masters and Persons. Thus the
night would be whiled away, hours seeming like minutes in

congenial enjoyment. No sectarian prejudices, no political




Page 50

differences, no sectional interests ever marred these
assemblages. All met on the same broad platform of "Equal
rights to all." None were rich, none were poor; all were
MAmericen citizens and had a united vital interest in the
welfare and prosperity of the country and its people."
Further describing an early Fourth of July celebration
says the following:
"We had no flag, but near us was a tall oak tree in the
top of which two eagles had a nest, where annually two
eaglets were raised. The eagles were recognized as emblems
of American freedom. We saluted them with the firing of
guns and patriotic cheers as they soared in the sky above.
They recognized the salute with screams of defiance to all
enemies of liberty."
In 1863 Solomon R. Foot moved to St. Cloud and operated
a fruit bazaar there. Soon after this he moved to Melrose, Minn-

esota where he operated a hotel and was the first postmaster
(> AV, 1 G

there. 1In 1888 he relocated in Minot, North Dakota)fremﬂwhere

he ;ﬂﬁoved to San Pedro, California to live with his children.

He died March 16th, 1903. His first wife was Adeline D. Stocking,
born in New York in 1826, She was one of the brave pioneer women
who was by his side in all the trials and hardships until her
death in Melrose in 1879. To this union were born eight children.
After the death of his first wife Solomon R. Foot was married
again to Julia Foot, widow of Silas Foot. His second wife died

in 1886,




CHAPTER 12.
GRASSHOPPER PLAGUE 1876 AND 1877

Ssbklers niprapared
\\1« Lo ﬁu ,\k(ﬂl D
After £hey had hewn out their homes in the wildermess,

brokemup the prairies with oxen, making—the fislds frultful,
reigedtheirherds—of cattle; afber—they—hed—suffered the ravages
3 P

of the Indian massacre, anocther catastrophe overtook the—settiers

which they were not prepared to combat. In 1876 and 1877 a

plague of grasshoppers,called Rocky Mountain Locusts, swarmed

their fields and destroyed their crops.
Mothodq of Deftioging tofa
In these early days the people were not prepared to
offectivelds fight tkese insects so the crops were lost, bringing
on tremendous suffering and went among the tillers of the soil.
The people appealed to the govermment for aid. John S. Pillsbury
was Governor of the state of Minnesota at the time. He gave
A

elaborate instructions te—fthefermers—on-howio destroY’é%e

8.

W‘A/\
insects,v8etsime aside a special day of prayer, April 9, 1877,

to appeal to God for deliverance from the affliction and-the
destruction of the pests.

Faced with destruction of their erops the people
invented many crude methods to combat the pests. Planks were
drawn over the meadows in an attempt to drive them away. A
long trough with wheels at both ends, the bottom of which
was smeared with tar, was drawn over the grain fields to trap
the insects. Ditches were dug and other methods were used to
catch and destroy them. On March lst, 1877 the lMinnesota Leg-

islature passed & law authorizing a payment of a bounty on
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grasshoppers and grasshopper eggs. The bounty was paid per

gjand by the gallon

bushel for grasshoppers caught and destroye
for the eggs.

All of these efforts,however, were Aneffective and the
crops were destroyed for two years. It was only after Nature
itself destroyed them that the people were free from the scourge
which had brought them tremendous hardship.

Brought Hardship & Suffering

The following poem written by some pne in 1877 describes
the condition which prevailed in Willmar,the largestrg;%;i;t&on
eontee of the county,as a result of the invasion of the region
by the locusts,

"I'1l sing to you of Willmar town,

In these Grasshopper times,

In Willmar town;

Of noisy loons and long, lean hounds

That in every street and lan@ abounds--
In Willmar town.

Of lightning bugs and bull frogs! songs
c¢rasshoppers with their wings so long
Mosquitoes with their bills so strong=-
In Willmar town

And how the people look forlorn,

And wish that they were never born,

For they can get no wheat or corn

In Willmar town

How they sit about from day to day

And growl and fret and never pray
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And how they live no one can say===
In Willmar town.

One "Uncle Gebriel" in a newspaper ended his discription
of the situation in the following menner.

"No money, no meat, no flour, no credit, no===not even
potatoes, what is to be done for the poor? Where are the good
samaritens? Autumn's blasts and femishing storms of winter will
quickly come. Shall steps be taken for the physical salvation
of the poor and needy? We submit the question to a Christian
people.”

These writings of the early people describe the suffering
of the large majority of the population of the county, but not
all suffered equally. The business men, although their profits
perhaps were smaller, did not suffer dire need as did the farmers.
An early issue of the St. Paul Globe had this to say at the time.,

"In spite of hard times they have yet to record the

first instance of mercantile failure, and of the numerous bus=-

iness houses here, not one is the least particle sheky. Drawing

their trade from a wide area they have thus far a sufficient
cash trade to keep their paper good and have at last outridden
the gale."

During the time of the locust plague the people made
common cause in order to get aid. A great number of meetings
were held among the farmers. So great became the pressure by
the people that the state finaelly had to take some action to
assist the farmers. Much was written about the situation
in the newspapers of the time. The State Legislature authorized
through legislative act the bonding of counties to make seed

loans to the farmers. On March 1lst, 1878 a vote was taken among
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the people of the county to issue bond for the purpose. This

o 9/
vote carried by a 436 majoritys The county thus loaned money’

\.‘J:‘ S A

do—pob_seed in-1878—bo—91b—farmers. With these—seeds 41,340

acres were sowWne.

1878 was & good crop year but the prices of farm products
were low. During the grasshopper plague the farmers were compelled
to go into debt. These deblts were unpaids. The taxes were
delinquent. Many of the farmers had to mortgage their properties
in order to live through the Grasshopper years when all the
crops were destroyed. Thus in spite of a fair crop many of
the farmers continued to suffer want. This generated a great
amount of dissatisfaction among them. It was not their fault
that the prices were low. This they knew and subsequently
began to search for an explanation to thelir poverty stricken
situatione.

CHAPTER 13.
THE FARMERS ORGANIZE
Tae Goey

The sarly farmer of Kandiyohi County very soon learned
scientific farming and animal husbandry. Many brought this
knowledge with them from the old country and the older eastern
settlements of America when they ceme. They knew what to do to
"make two bledes of prass grow where one grew before." They
knew how to plow and raise their crops. Better ways and methods
were taughtvto them by experience from day to day. In this
way they increased production of farm products so that soon
they became producers not only for themselves but for the market.

When they reached this stage they had reason to expect
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a rapid improvement in their lives. Now they were able to
produce a surplus above their own needs which they intended
o trade for new machinery, building material and manufactured
goods. The future looked promising indeed. It spurred .the
early farmer to new efforts. In the years past these expectations
were always near achievement. All the obstacles of the past were
overcome with these hopes of a new day when the hard working
farmer was to become a great independent "country gentleman"
who would know no neede.

But all of these hopes were in time shattered with
the realization that in spite of the many good crops 4nsteeadTof
reapine-e—harvest—of-wellbeiag, their farms remained mortgaged,
their debts remained unpaid, their taxes were delinguent, they
were confronted with insecurity and want. They soon found that

the surplus products which they had produced disappeared, leaving

themselves empty handed. The awoke to the fact that the monopolies

and the moneyed interests were piling up wealth while they suf-
fered hardship. They had adopted the most advanced methods of
cultivating the soil and making the fields fruitful but that did
not seem to help. They now began to band together to give battle
to the looming monopolies who had brought all of their tedious
efforts and great hopes to naught.

The movement of farmers called the "Patrons of Husbandry
or the Grange"™ was started in St. Paul, Minnesota and soon spread
into all of the agriculture communities of the state. The be-
gimming of the movement in Kendiyohi County was at a meeting near
Diemond Lake, May 23rd, 1876 at which T. A. Thompson, the State

organizer of the Grange spoke. In & characteristic manner he
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ended his speech with the following wordse¢ "We have been

ground down long enough, monopolies and their agents have

sponged from us too longe. Let them till the soil. They are

no better than we are. All are invited to join the Grange and

get acquainted with its system."

After this, numerous Grange locals were established
in the county. The militant purpose of this early farmers'
movement met with ready response among its people.
The Femmer's Alliance
The ten years preceding 1880 were hard years for the

farmerses Although there had been the grasshopper plague,all

of the %éait could not be attributed to nature and its caprice$.

\ -

The pinch of poverty was not only felt by the farmers of Kinnesotq,““[
/if had become general throughout the farming areas of the country.
On this wave of dissatisfaction the Grange movement had grown

but it did not suffice to bring the desired improvements. Fur-
ther banding together of the farmers took place on a nation

wide scals.

improve their conditions. Owing to the fact that monopolies,
milling interests and the railroads had become opulent with
wealth while they suffered,the farmers demanded the same kind

of treatment from Government and county as the business interests

had. To accomplish this an organization called the Farmers!

Alliance was established. Owing to the poverby—stnieken—conditiony

this movement spread very rapidly to nearly all of the agricul-
ture states in the union. Its strongest organizations were in
the midwestern and south central states. At one time it claimed

millions of members in the nation including a large number of




negroes in the southern states.:

The early settlers of Kandiyohi County with their

experience in organizetion in the Grange very readily became
a part of this great reveolt of the farmers. Thelr grievances
were similar to those of the farmers in other parts of the
country. From the time that the railroad had come they had
substentially improved their means of production. They now
cultivated larger areas. They raised larger herds and milked
more cows. Both in grain growing as well es animal husbandry
had become producers for the market., They expected and had
e right to expect a rapid improvement in their lives. They
wanted better machinery. They wanted better bulldings to live
ine. They hoped for at least some measure of comf'ort in their
homes. Being producers of the wealth of the land they wanted
at least to have the same measure of comfort in return for their
backbreaking toil as the merchant and the townspeople.

These things they were, however, unable to get because
prices of farm products were so low thet they were not even able
to pay their debts. They learned too the peculiar principle in
trade which prevails to this dey. When they went to market to
sell their products, always the buyer nemed the price. When
they wanted to buy, the seller named the price. Among the farmers
of the county, therefore, & method of improving thelr conditions
as the Alliance offered, found great response. From the time
that it was organized they flpcked under its banner in great
numbers. To this movement, which overcame all national, religious
and other barriers, uniting a great number of people, must be

partly attributed the progressive sentiments of the people in




rohi County which prevail to this day.
The Farmers'! Alliance established the first local

chapter in the county in Burbank Township in 188l1. This chapter

5
(which was known as Local 5i>continucd to carry on the struggle

of the farmers of the community for 12 years. The last local
to be organized in the county was that of Fahlun Township in 1892.
The largest locals of the county were the Lake Lillian and Dover
chapters among the Scandinavian people. At one time during the
period from 1881 to 1892 the Farmers' Allience in Kandiyohi County
numbered about a thousand memberse.

The Farmers' Alliance was a.militant and progressive
organization of the farmers. It wanted the Railroad Companies
to pay their just share of taxes. It wanted lower freight rates
which at the time absorbed a big part of the product of the farm.
The membership wanted extension of democracy in Govermment.
They were for temperance. They denounced the use.of money to
control elections. They understood that they were not the only

My

people tkat suffered because of the greed of the wealthy. Be-
cause they were predominantly foreign born, end offspring of
foreign born parents, their sympathies extended across the oceans
into other countries of the world. They could remember and
appreciate the hardships and the suffering of the people in
their former homelands. They gave aid to the needy whenever
and wherever it was needed. In the Farmers' Alliance they
sponsored collections for famine sufferers in foreign lands.
A collection was once taken for the needy people of Sweden

which netted over two thousand dollars in cash. In 1890,

(‘fponsored by the Farmers!' Alliance, & campaié;\was conducted

to aid the Russian famine sufferers. 75,735 pounds of flour
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were given to the needy people of Russia as a result of this
campaign.

In 1891 the Farmers' Alliance established a newspaper
called the "Alljance Standerd" which continued publication
under very difficult conditions for & couple of years. Its
editorial policy was the advance thought of the day. The great
progressive stetesmen and pioneer political leader of Minnesota,
Ignatius Donnelly, was one of its editorial contributors. Under
the editorship ei~a mamber—of able progressives it carried on
for "Economic Justic as the farmers chose ta eall their struggle
at the time.

Farly Cooperatives and Progressive Political Action

- ———— i ———— - - — et g

The Grange and the Farmers! Alliance were the fore-
runners of the Equity Union and the various co-operative organ-
izations in the county. The Alliance and Grange locals were
the forums where the co-operative movement and other farm problems
were widely discussed. Very early in their organizational efforts
the farmers learned that there were two methods with which to
achieve their aims. One of these methods was political actiont
JXo make the Governmental authorities more friendly and sympathetic
to their néeds as farmers. The other was to improve their con-
ditions through co=operation.

In 1850 at a convention of the Farmers' Alliance held

in Willmar, they declared that the old political parties were

[+ Vi 4
corrupt’ ,Ehat it was necessary for the farmers to teke independent

political action. From this followed the long and colorful pol-
> :
itical activity of the Peoples party im<thes=eowntry which was' a

part of a national movement to give the farm population a place




in Americen political life.

In 1896 the Whitefield Township Farmers' Alliance
took the initiative in orgenizing the Farmers!' Allisnce
Elevator Company and a Farmers! Grain Elevator was subsequently
built at Willmar. This enterprise has continued to the present
day, now operating under the neme of Willmar Co=operative El=
evator Company.: After this,meny successful co-operative enter=-
prises among the farmers ha#giigea organized.

The early interest of the People of Kandiyohi County
in the co-operative movement can be accounted for by the fact
that the population was predominantly Scandinavian end they

were experienced in co-operation which they had learned in the

hardy conditions of their homeland. Thus e—yarietsrP co-operative
L \
s Asonadide e ¥

activity has Pcr*&—%eng-tlmﬁﬂt&ken-piavt*in—the”Eﬁhnty. /6feamr

L

erieé{h&ve been built in the countryside, im=thte—wgys Tho people

have gg:gpﬁ:ated_taﬁestablishfi;lephone communication and other

A _eyar oL A
) _
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worthy enterprises&kkw‘ :

CHAPTER 14.
IGNATIOUS DONNELLY

His Fruitful Career

When we speak of the struggles and organizations of
the farmers of Minnesota, such as the Grange, Farmers' Alliance,
The People's Party and the Co-operatives, there is one personality
whose name is interwoven into the fabricy whoat—the time—weas
the—greatest-teader of the pecple of Minnesota, towering.above
all _the—resdw This name and personality is Ignatius Donnelly.
He was a great author, orator and progressive political leader

of the time. In and out of office, through his work in(ﬂﬁg‘varied
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fields of activity, Donnelly's influence was felt not only in
the state of Minnesota but throughout the Nation.

His famous speech on Reconstruction of the south,
January 18th, 1866, as a Congressmes—framMimuescts in the
United States House of Representatives, has become a classic
of our progressive political history. In this speech with all
his force and superb oratory he espoused the cause of equal

rights for the negro people of the south, lashing out at those

people in the Congress who,after the Civil War,wanted to dis-

/ /

franchise them. With his great passion for freedom and equality

he rose to defend the rights of the megro people who had been
freed from bondage through the bitter Civil War. In the course
of this speech he declared:
"Theref;:‘but two forms of Government in the world; injustice,
armed and powerful and teking to itself the shape of king or
aristocracy; and, on the other hand, absolute humen Justice,
resting upon the broad and enduring basis of equal rights
to all. Give this and give intellipence and education to
understand it and you have a structure which will stand while
the world standsg énything else than this is mere repression,
the piling of rocks into the mouth of the volcano, which
sooner or later will fling them into the skies."

In this great speech his withering fire on the foes of
liberty and equality rang around the whole country. His potent
arguments pierced the armor of hypocrécy of his opponents. He
gave two alternatives for the reconstruction of the south.

"Shall it be by the August rule of the Declaration of Independence;

i

or shall we bend our energies to perpetuate injustice, cruelty
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and oppression; end make of this fair Government a monstrosity,
with golden words of promise upon its banners, a fair seeming
upon its surface, but a hideous and inhuman despotism within it;"
As our pioneer progressive political leader, as a writer, orator,
Lieutenant Governor and as Congressman from Minnesota in-the—heils
of the United States Congress he never forgot the essence of the
Declaretion of Independence that "all men are created equal",that
they must have equal rights and opportunities.

In the course of his career he became the leader of
ﬁanv movements of the people who were oppressed by the growing
financial interests. He was the champion of the people in the
fight against "Plutocracy" as the people chose to call their

enemies and oppressors at the time. In the beginning meny

of these movements were very unpopular but they grew to influence

the course of the people not only in time state but in the whole
nation. He was one of the founders of the Grange movement among
the farmers. He became the President of the Farmers' Alliance

of Minnesota. He wgs the leader of the Peoples Farty of Minnesotae

0 »

wd

ﬁe—ﬁéii—ééh¥he national convention of that Party held in €incinnati,
Ohig, May 1891. He was a collaborator of General Jemes B. Weaver
who was candidate for President of the United States on the
Peoples Party ticket in 1892. As early as 1872 he elready pre-
sided at the National Anti-Monopoly convention which nominated
Peter Cooper for President.

LikefThomas Jefferson, who came to be known in his time
as the "sapge of Monticello", so Ignatius Domnnelly was often called
by the people of Minnesote the "sage of Ninninger." This neme

his opponents used in an attempt to belittle him but to the
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people it had a totally different meaning, a meaning of love
end respect.

The career of Ignatius Donnelly was a very fruitful
ones His energies were unbounded. Hss works were published

during the timethat he lived and even today are widely reade.

In his colorul life he had time to write on Economics, Polities,,
N |

A Al 'ﬁﬁ/’ %L*/ﬁ
Money Reform as well as a great amount of fiction. Amene—iris \
L [ :

f"xy
fictional-work is the widely read book "The Golden Bottles"

Other works are "The Great Cryptogrem", "Atlantia, the antedil=
uvian world", “Ragnarock", Ceasar's Column" and "American People's
Money."

He contributed to many newspapers and magazines in Minn-
esota and other states. One of the Newspapers was the "Alliance
Standard" of Willmar, referred to befores His name appeared in
the forefront in progressive political movements. Very early
in the settlement days it appeared on the ballots in the Kan-
diyohi region. EHe addressed meetings of the farmers in Kandiyohi
and adjoining counties.

All thet was for the advancement of mankind ana the
interest of the great masses of the people of the time Ignatius
Donnelly supported and espoused. His main concern wes always
the cause of the people who produce the wealth of the world,
the farmers and the working peoples He foupht for the people‘s>
rights. He struck out at those who would betray the people';
interests.

In one of the early issues of the ALLIANCE STANDARD
of Willmar he wrote{ﬂborrowing from a poem called "A Psalm Of Life"

XU LWk

by Longfellow, settimg forth his militant ideals:
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"In the world's great field of battle,
In the bevouac of life,

Be not like dumb driven cattle

Be a hero in the strife.”

CHAPTER15.
FARMER LABOR PARTY

Grew From Other Organizations And Economic Change

The beginning of the Grange in 1876 marks the starting
point of progressive politics in the county. Here it should be
understood that throughout the history of farm life in America
experience has proven that regardless of what purpose the larger
eand more influential farm organizations have originally had, they
have finally resolved and culminsted in co-operative activity
in the economic field and petities—and political strugesles in
general., This characteristic and trend has always existed among
farm organizetions and still exists. This hes been true in
Kendiyohi County as well as in other counties. First there was
the Grange movement arising from an economic condition where the
farm population was in want and burdened with debt while the
monopolies and the rich grew to great powere. Great fortunes
were made by the owners of the industries, railroads and marketing
monopolies while the farmers suffered want. Due to this kimt
o economic condition, the Grange movement grew to protect the
interests of those who produced the wealth. It brought a number
of benefits and a general advancement to the farm people. It
left to posterity manywluable experiences in knowledge and value

of organization and collective effort. The seeds of the co=operative

movement and progressive political action were sown by the numerous
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early Grange locals. But because the Grange failed to
keep pace with the changing social conditions, becoming con-
servative in relation to great social problems, it waned.
Like life itself it grew to maturity and declined to be replaced
by new efforts on the part of the farmers.

In its place and from it sprany§ g more progressive and
advanced movement, the Farmers' Alliance, which captured the
imagination of the farmm people. The Farmers! Alliance was a

much broader organizetion. Its program conformed to the needs

(J,"*’ - . * . - -
of' the time’ It was a new and better orgenization in the opinion

of the farmers, generelly—with-whieh—they-ted not beermable-to
accomplish with the Grenpes Yuring the stormy existence of the
Farmers! Allience it again left in its wake the seeds for new
movements among the people and a greater knowledge as to what
had to be done in the future. In the extant social conditions
of the time it gave birth to new ideas, new leaders and new
methods to attain the ends sought. - The Farmers'! Alliance
locals gave rise to new co-operatives and enterprises of general
welfare. It nurtured the understanding among people to unite
together not only locally but on a nationwide scale. The Farmers!
Alliance gave rise to the brilliant and colorful political struggle
which took place under the leadership of the Peoples Pprly during
the nineties. From it grew the early Equiﬁy Union co~operatives
entral organizati

Economic Change

In/ the course of time the methods of making a living

of—the peeple had changed. When we remember that Nimmesgota first
{ |

RN 402l

¥ ; 2 s
was a fur trading region, them—tt beeane.a-resion~where| agrionlture
[ s . a L
+os the most important means of making a living, now i% is an
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agriculturd’as well as an industrial state, we can appreciate
the significance of this change. MNoreever,in-this-preepss—of

change -the-poople lave—beeemeldifforent—fromwhat—they were be-

£

fore. In the early period ¢f Minnesofa history we hgd the fuy
traders and the Indians. Afterthis /came the tillerg of the sioil

during which period ther¢ existed he farmer and thg fur trader,

J
f

the lattey gradually tufning into/a trader in farny products jand

industrigal commoditieg. Now we Have a state of ?anners and
/
industyial workers with the traders $till remaizing. The modern

trader, however, doges not tradg in furs as his/main occupation

as he did in the early period. He now trades/in new things and
vaJues, industrial snd farm products.

Owing to this chenge in the economic condition of the
country, with which the Farmers' Allicance failed to keep pace,
it grew to maturity and declined./ On the turn of the century
thers was a considerable time of/organizational inactivity
among the farmers but the experiences and knowledrd gained in
the Farmers' Alliance and other progressive movements was not
lost. Through these tedious efforts and many times discouraging
defeats, the basis and/ foundation of the Minnesota Progressive
political movement wgs built.

After the Hpmestead law became operative on 'a broad
scale and under it new land and settlements were made available
to the people, if 4 farmer failed in one locality he could go
farther west and settle on new land. During the beginning of
the twentieth century the farmer chose to solve his problems,
not by organization, but by increased production and migration

to a new locality.if necessary. They momentarily forgot the




Page 66

great struggles of the past as well as the/organizations which

they had built. Owing to the/improvement/ in machinery and the
processes of agriculture, many farmers were ablg to make some

headway and improve their condition during this time.

The Nonpartisan League

The first decade of the twentieth century, however, had
no more than passed when indebtedness of the farm population,
low prices of farm products, the growth of machinery, packing
and market monopolies had cpe&bed*arﬁgﬁ economic situation which
called for new efforts on the part of the farmers in their struggle
to defend themselves and to improve their life.

In North Dakota the Nonpartisan Ledgue Was organized
in 1915. This organization in a very short time captured the
State Government. It had as its program the continuation of
the strugpg¢le against the growing monopolies which strugele had

been started in the early days by the (Grange, Farmers! Alliance

and the Peoples Party. It congidered the Republican and Democratic
ol

N

Parties corrupt and outworiybnf had a new method of approach to
the political problem. According to the theory of the Nonpartisan
League, political power could be achieved by capturing of—thc
machinery of either of the old parties in the wvarious states.
Owing to the peculiar composition of the people of North Dakota
and the condition there at the time,they succeeded. As a

result of the success in North Dakcta the movement spread rapidly
into other states and found great response, especially among

those elements who had previously participated in the Grange,
Farmers' Alliance, Equity Union and other liberal organizations @

witteh-edvanesd political Somtimenbs. Soon after 1915 the
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Nonpartisan League spread and came into Minnesota. Political
campaigns were conducted under its leadership among the
progressive people,thus paving the way for the Farmer Labor
Party.

After the many experiences in the Peoples Party and
the many political campaigns the progressive people of Minnesota
had learned that an attempt to capture the old parties was futile,
that 10 that-wey they would—feil-to achieve their gim. They
understood that in order to achieve political power they would
have to separate company with the old parties completely. They
soon learned that they could not continue to use the method
of the Nonpartisan League. They decided that independent pol-
itical action of farmers, workers, intellectuals and the pro-
gressive professional and businessmen was necessary to accomplish
their aim in Minnesota. This sentiment grew because the trade
unions became interested in political reform and soon became
the dominant factor in progressive polities. Thus from the
Nonpartisan League grew and took form the Farmer Labor Party.

While the Nonpartisan League has long been on the decline
and is now extinet indmany of the states where there were power=

ful League organizations the Farmer Labor Party has forged ahead,

growing into a dominent political party in the State of Minnesota.

Since its achievement of political power under the governorship
of the illustrious Floyd B. Olson end now under the governorship
of Elmer A. Benson it has brought many benefits to the people.
It has put into practice many laws ‘and measures for which our
early progressive political leaders had fought. It is carrying
forward the high ideals and traditions of our great leaders and

statesmen of the past,such as Ignatius Domnelly, Lindbergh and




others.

Farmer Labor Party In Kandiyohi County

Owing to experience in the past in the Grange, Farmers?
Alliance and the Peoples Party, Kandiyohi County has long been
a stronghold of the Farmer Labor Party. Harold L. Peterson,
a farmer's son from the town of Svea, Kandiyohi County,is the
present secretary of the State Committee of the Farmer Labor
Associstion of Minnesota. The Association has a strong organ=
ization and a large membership in Kandiyohi County. In the
elections of 1936 the plurality for the Farmer Labor candidate
for governor was over three thousand five hundred votes.owerthe
Republican-earididate.

CHAPTER 16.
FARM HOLIDAY ASSOCTATION

Economic Reasons For Its Growth

From the time of the settlement of the frontier thers
has existed a constant struggle of the farmers to achieve security
and to improve their life already described before in connection
with other farm movements. This struggle has existed from the
time that the first farmers came to the region and continues to
exist to this day.

Here we must remember that the hope of the tillers
of the soll when they ceme to the frontier was to own a:tract
of land, to have security ef-life on this land. According to

their plans the settlers intended by hard work to make themselves

independent individual farmers so that they could live by them=-

selves with their families in freedom and libertys only heaving

anything-to-do-with-others when they sc desired.
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ometimes in the long course of farm history, independence

S
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d¢id seem possible, When harvests were good and prices of farm
products reasonablg}this striving for indpendence increased.
When crops were poor and when hazards loomed they made common
cause through organization.

The very basis of our modern farm economy impelled
the people in agriculture to desire independence. According to
this philosophy, farm economy was to be organized in such a way

that there would be a great number of individual farm families

!

owning their own farms, fee—simple—ebselube, doing as they

esiredg composing-that part of the nation.-which

produces the foodstuffs for the people. In the early days,-

to the great majority—oft-he—Ffarm population,/%gg; seemed poss-
ihlede Y gt d(d i~ g

Very early, however, in the settlement days some of the
farmers already learned that this "independence" was illusory;

Al i

Wrigir/fave rise to the banding together of the farmers in the

I

great farm movements that we have had. Conditions wee¥d recuris4

B
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amd-roeur again (Ehat impelled some of them to find a solution
to their problems in common action. Engaged in these common
efforts they soon learned that at no time was it possible to
achieve this independence desired in a social system of which
the basic characteristic,from the time of the beginning of
industrial growth, has been and is an ever greater dependence
of every individual upon each other.

The Grange movement and the Farmers' Alliance, as we
remember, were organized against the robbery of the monopolies

and the trusts. All the following struggles have been against
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these same interests even though the forms of struggle have
been different. In the early days the organizations and their
efforts were simple. Knowledpge of the basic issues involved
was meegers. But as time passed each organization during its

struggle has enlightened the people so that today whet-was

F Y,

)
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knowledge of (& few individuals in the early days is knowledge
3 (! y f

possessed by many. As the struggle of the people for justice
and thelr rights has continued, their organizations and their
methods of struggle have changed. Step by step from the ea?ly
Grange movement, through the Fammers! Allience and the Populist
movement, has emerged the powerful forces of the people that
we have today. The new forces are the powerful Farmer Lgbor
Party.sg"the political field, the trade and industrial unions
among the workers, the farmers! unions and the co-operatives
among the farmers.

Other Organi,ations Of The Farmers

In the course of this evolution of social organization
each period of strees has brought into being different forms
of struggle in addition to these mentioned above. At one time
there was an organizafion among the farmers thet was called the
"Wheel." There has grown in the past & great number of different
kinds of protective associations of the farmers. The United Farmers?
League in recent struggles played a very important part, especially
in northern and western Minnesota. During the periods of stress
even the business men have become interested in the problems
of the farm population. Thus we have the Farm Bureau Federation

which was begun by business men in Broom County, New York.
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Holiday Association Grows From Economic Crisi

From the crisis which began in 1929 an important farm
organization emerged,which for a time superseded all farm organ-
izations. This organization grew very rapidly because at the
time it was the only one which represented the needs and demands
of a great number of the farmers of the country. In the economic
crisis of 1929 the small man generally was the hardést hit.

The workers in industry were thrown out of work bewmimatssmr—their
udule

secupity. The farm prices were such that ths farmer could not

meet his obligations. A wave of foreclosures and dispossession

of the farm population was begun by the bankers and creditors.

Because at no time had the farmer received
for his work in proportion to the walue of his labor. during
many years past, debts had piled up. In order to continue to
work their farms they were obliged to mortgage their properties.
It was these debts that the bankers collected by foreclosure.

From & condition of this kind the Farm Holiday Association
was born. Being a militant organization which began to defend
the farmers, it spread very rapidly to'al} the Farm States.

‘UV‘ AN

From gmong its membership soon emerged a—teadership-who were
determined to keep the farmers in possession of Their homes.
During the most severe period of the econocmic crisis when the
great masses of the farm population were threatened with dis=
possession it and the United Farmers' League were the only or-
ganizations in the country which were willing to take effective
measures to defend the farmers. Under the leadership of the

Holiday Association the farm population discarded all legal

technicalities and raised the slogan of "human rights before
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property rights." The Holiday Association adopted a new method
of struggle conforming to the needs of the great mass of the
farm people and thereby grew to be momentarily one of the most
important farm organizations in the countrye

When a foreclosure took place and a mortgage sale was
held under the leadership of the local Farm Holiday Association

the neighborhood gathered together and made “penny sales" out

of them. This was done by holding a Holiday meeting before

the sale where it was decided that only a committee was to bid
when the sale took place. This committee would bid a few cents
for the properties sold and after this the property was turned
back to the owner. In this way they cleared their neighbor of
the mortgage. When this was done a few times in a neighborhood,
the mortgage holders foundthat it was not profitable to hold
mortpgapge sales. When a member of the Holiday Association was
threatened with dispossession of his land and evietion from his
home, the farmers gathered ' together and by mass action prevented
the sheriffs and other civil authorities from carrying out their
legal processes. In this way the Holiday Associations in various
parts of the country saved thousands offarm homes, the—enly-means
of Yifeof farm families, Tor the farmers.
Jobn Henry Bossh
This movement very soon came into Kandiyohi County
Ing ¢
and found ready response in the existing conditions thers.
John Henry Bosch of Kandiyohi County, who is now the National
President of the FParm Holiday Association, soon became identified
with the movement gs one of its national leaders. He was vice

president of the National orgenization at the time of Milo Reno's
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death,who-was the first president of the Farm Holiday Association.

John Henry Bosch came from a family of Hollanders who
B v
Qame—tef?andiyohi County in November 1865. John B. Bosch,

his father, was a successful farmer who bought hisfarm land

in Holland Township near what is now Prinsburg in the southwest
corner of the county. John Henry is one of nine children of
the family.

For John Henry Bosch to become one of the national
leaders of this great militant farm movement K there were more
reasons than the economic condition with which they were confronted
on their farm. Before him he had a father who was a cultured
men receiving his schooling in his native H ande Articles on
sociology and science written by his father can be found in
the Willmar Tribune slesedy in the early days. Mr. John B.
Bosch was known among his neighbors as a student who took a deep
interest in public affairs and social conditions. In his home
he had a good sized library dealing with social, economic and
political problems.

It was in

RS VSENY. o
John Henry DBosch was ¥ gk Lo | le« This
background as a farmer in his own right, with access alresdy early
lif'e to advanced knowledge, gave John Henry Bosch the
sibility to contribute so greatly to the Holiday movement and
its leadership.

CHAPTER 17.
RELIGION AMONG THE PEOPLE

People Were Deeply Religious

The early settlers of Kandiyohi County were deeply

v
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religious. Numerous religious faiths came into the community
with the various nationalities which came from different countries.
Among those who came were Baptists, Episcopalians, Catholics,
Evangelicals, German Lutherans, Norwegian Lutherans, Swedish
Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians and Druids. The last named

L&¥
is one of the oldest faiths known, found'by Julius Ceasar among
the Gauls, dating back to encient times long before the Christian
era.

Fach netionality, as their settlements grew, established
their congregations and built their churches. From these again
through separation new congregations were born.. In the early
churches there were many doctrinal disputes which caused these
separations, a part of the congregation leaving the old church
and building one of their own so that they could worship in
their own way. Lew suits took place in some instances over the
church properties resulting from these separationse.

Church Pioneef‘in Cultural And Social Work

The early church organizaticns were pioneers in the

cultural life of the pecple of different faiths. While church

services were irregular in the early days they, nevertheless,

had their influence in molding the public mind. Church meetings
were numerous. Sundey schools were held for the children. Par-
ochial schools were established. The women of the community were
gathered together in the aid societies. The churches were the
institutions around which early social life grewe.

Moy FRIChe Jug Sanres

In spite of the many faiths represented int he various

church organizations friendly relationships prevailed among the
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settlers. On the many important civic affairs they worked to-
gether. Toward each other's faith they had a tolerant attitude.
In their everyday lives they applied the great American prineiple

of "Freedom of Concience", the ripght of each individual to wor-

\

\,k.f’ 2 . 2
ship thedr God, or not to worship, which is guaranteed in the

Bill of Rights in our Constitution of the United States. 1In

their community and civic affairs care was taken that religion
S POy | I

will-—mot become an issue in dispute. A good example of this

is when they built the town hall of Arctander. At an annual
meeting of the town hall they "decided that the hall should
be open to political, literary, farmers' and temperance meetings.,
W
but notto religious meetings, dances or balls.
Porpls Naked Topsthvr HoE Romae Y

While it is true that many religious faiths in a com-
munity always tend to keep people apart, thus—reterding the
fullest—co-operatiomreand-understanding-of sach-other—by-the
people, the pioneers of‘Kandiyohi County made common cause
when_gever necessary. 'Nh:g help ;ﬁs!needed by & neighbor he
was given it regardless of his faithe In great common efforts
they acted together and in unison. Newcomers were always wel-

= o/

come in the early days to stay at the settlers' cabins se-leng
that they could build their own. In the Sioux outbreak, Protestant,
Catholic and the unbeliever alike made common cause to escape
the massacre and to defend themselves with arms. In the great
benevolent activities such as the relief campaigns for famine
sufferers all doctrinal differences were forgotten. The churches

and other organizations were all involved in these great human-

itariaen activities. The temporal and spiritual institutions
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worked in unison on all great humanitarian ceuses.
From the small congregations of the early settlers
hgs grown a greet number of churches in the county. There is

not & township where a church cannot be founde In some of them

"\

there are sevcral}?,&he church has become a part of the landscape

AN 25
and life of Kandiyohi County, just—ae—stshi¥¥rs; Takes, meadows

end rolling grain and.cesm—fieids.,

CHAPTER 18.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

No Schools In Early Days

¢ -
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Uhﬁn"the~early¢sett}er5'came,:for many years there were
no public schools. The education of the children and younger

generation was very meagere. Their fathers and mothers taught

-

them the simple rudiments of knowledpge at the frontier homes;

Al d

Thetchurch congregations held Sunday schools where seme learned
to read and write. From 1856 and for many years after, the only

effort on a wider scale to educate the children wes that of the

churches. Literature and books were not distributed emong the
o \): g > ‘..‘k "
N raigrF . ;
people as they are nowﬁmyPubllc libraries even in larger townse

were—few, (ulture and eduestiomimthe early settlement days
could not be secured as easily as we-do—ttday. There were no

. ,)J;_j'-‘ -
public schools with compulsory enrcllmente Only those who had
money could acquire a higher education. This condition prevailed
more widely on the frontier then in the population centers. First
the homes had to be built on the frontier. The esarly settlers
had to #wst create the means with which to make a living before

they could think of schools and educational institutions which

are a necessary part of our every day lives in modern times.




Eﬁgﬁﬁ{éﬁﬂik{p School

It was in 1866 that the first country public school
was established in the Kandiyohi Country. This school was in
Roseville Township, Monongalia County. The first year the
school term was held only three months during the winter. Miss
Ellen Bennett taught the school at a salary of twelve dollars
per month, Soon after this first beginning the counties were
divided into the varicus school districts and public schools
began to grow, making available an education for the children

2 /;/
of the settlers, tke—public-seheel-beeominr &7 6stablished
insiﬁa%ieﬂ~in~the~eommunity.

Schools Were Crude

Veny of the school houses of the early days were simple
log cabins similar to the log cabins that had been built for
homes., Later the schools were built of sawed lumber and as the
resources of the school districts grew the facilities were improved.
In some of the early towns the new generation grew so rapidly that
in some instances lodge rooms and halls werec used as class rooms.
In the early schools, texts, maps and other things necessary to
carry on school work were inadequates It was only after the
turn of the century that free books for the children in the
country schools of the county became an accepted principle.

In the early school houses, which were long structures
with poor ventilation, the health of the children was in constant
danger. This wes due to the meager kmowledge of health protection
among the school authorities of the time. Thus it was that in
the early narrow and long one room school houses there was usually

& large stove in the center with direct radiationswith-we—eireu-

latton of fhe. heat. The school room could be divided into heat

zones on cold winter days. There was a frigid zone at both ends
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and a torrid zone in the center and midway between the frigid
and torrid zones was the temperate zone where most of the chil=-
dren were seated.

As the new generation and the number of children of
school age increased, new school houses were built apace. With
the new schools came improvements in their structure as well as
the sources of knowledge. Although the improvements were slow
to come, as all new things tend to be, the center stove with
its direct radiation has been replaced by a system of heat circu=-
.lation even in the one room school houses. The abundance of
textl and ‘sources of knowledge have been increased in all of
the schools in the course of years. Even though they are not
adequate for the needs of the modern day they are many times
better than the facilities of the early settlement days.

Modern Public School System

From this beginning of one little schoolhouse built
in 1866 an elaboratePublic School system has grown in Kandiyohi
County. It has become a great public institution with an en=-
rollment of over five thousand students. At the present time
there are one hundred and fifteen school districts with one
hundred and eighteen school buildings in the county. In con-

trast to the early days when there were only a few teachers,

the school system of the county now employs Welt-over a hundred

teachers. In.a few of the larger towns in addition to elementary
education there are, at the presant time, four year high schools~
where-higher Tearning is mads availadle—to the—growiny rensration
of #he county. The whole school system is cowmordinated in the
office of an elected superintendent of public instruction at the
county seat. The public school system of the county with its many
subdivisions and local school boards brings now to the growing

generation a knowledpge of 1life, science, art and literature that
|

€arly pioneers—eould-nebt—dreamof, From its humble beginning
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it has grown to an institution which is a part of the very life of the

communitye.

CHAPTER 19.
COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORTATION

Their Importance

Communications and transportation have played a tremend-

ous role in the development of mankind throughout the ages. If

the modern communication and transportation system were suddenly

stopped it would result in general chaos,to—the-wayr—in-whieh-we
live., Communications and transportation too, like all other
utilities, are a growth. They have grown with society, one
form replacing another as need and necessity have dictated in
the various epochs of the development of man. MNoreover, the
means of communication and transportation have always been in
constant flux and change,

The early communications and transportation were simple
indeed compared to those of the modern day. The old ox cart,
the horse and bupggy are far distant from the streamlined vehicles
on our railroads and highways of today.

In thevery early period man walked or ran from one place
to mother. The simple things that he needed to take along
in his movements he carried on his back or in his armse. To
communicate his thoughts to others of his tribe he used the
simple sounds of his voice from which modern speech has developed.
When he temed animals to serve him as beasts of burden they becane
very useful to him and were a great advancement in his develop-
ment as well as a great help in making a living.

In the settlement days of Minnesote the stagecoach, the

oxcart, and later the horse and buggy were the means of communication
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and transport. When we speak of cammunications and transporta-
tion today we speak of & very complex problem that has grown
out of these primitive methods.

Today communications and transportation are thought
of as.Réilroads,,Busses,.Tramways, fighways, -Steamships and
steamship lines, fanals, Telegraph and telephone lines, the
_Postal service, the Radio and many other ways of contact in
our relations with each other.

The coming of any ome of these complex means of commun=
ication has naturally had a tremendous effect upon our lives and
the ways in which we make a livings, Thus it is that the coming

|

of the railroad into the Kandi region wgs a tremendous

effect upon our lives and the ways in which we make a living.

Thus It -is-that the coming of the railroad-into—the Kemndiyehi

region was & tremendous event which changed the whole country-

side and the ways of life.

Egj}ﬁing Of Railroad Worth And South

We have already found that the first railroad to—tome
inte the county was built in 1869 by the St. Paul and Pacific
Railroad Company. It is a road that runs east and west through
the southern half of the county. This had a tremendous effect
and increased the tempo of settlement of the region.

In the next twenty years, however, a need for another
railroad arose. Agriculture had grown to where the bulk of the
products raised on the farms were shipped to market. The north
end end of the county did not have railroad service and égﬁﬁ
were far from the line in the south of the county. The farmers

i {}U;\ A

“atready by—this—tdme had learnedlthat a great part of the products

which they marketed was absorbed in freight rates., The rates which
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were charged seemed to them unreasonable and unjustified. In
the 1880's there was g general demand among the early settlers
for reduction of rates on the railroads. The railroads, however,
had already grown into powerful monopolies and did not heed the
demands of the peoﬁle.
Eler _e'njtwo'f " Competition To Reduce Rates

In Kandiyohi County the people decided upon a method

which they thought would force the railroads to be more lenient.

0 ] - ,, WA
In these days it was generally believed, and it #¥s true to a

degree, that the population would be benkfifed by competition.
Uning wrt u

When they-iBd only one railroad in the county they could make

any kind of rates and the people had only one way out and that
was to accept them. But if there was another railroad there

would be competition between them so the ratGS'wonld have to be

P
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kept within reason. Rc&ui%rnp—f+omﬂa_ggnd;t1on of thls,k&nd,

public inferest was created for the construetion of another
railreoad through the county.

On April 7th, 1883, the Superior, Willmar and Dakota
Railroad Company was incorporated to run a line across the
county north and south. The officers and main promoters of
this railroad company were Je. M. Spicer, President, A. E. Rice,
Vice President, H. R, Gale, Secretary, and B. F. Jenness, Treasurer.
Under their direction a survey of the road was immediately begun.

The promoters of this enterprise were very energetic
men. They ceusedfa be carried out an election among the people

%', L \‘i Whag 2z ,J;\ "‘(r
of Kandiyohi County e E S}x%¥—§§rﬂ thousand dollans worth

of bonds with which the county was to buy stock of the new
Rfilroad Company. The issue in the campaign for bonding of

the county was that the new railroad would create competition
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and thereby reduce railroad rates. With this issue the sponsors
were able to create sufficient interest that the people wvoted
or it and the bond issue was passed by a small majority.
Soon after fhis the railroad was constructsed. But as
soon as it was in shape to operate properly and serve the people
old by those wﬁb controlled it to the St. Paul, Minneapolis
nd Manitoba Railroad Company which owned the other railroad
built in 1869. This company later, through consolidation,became
a part of the Great Northern system which now controls the
main railroads in the county.
The sale of the railroad immediately torthe reilroad
monopoly of course destroyed all of the element of competition
which the people of the county expected to accomplish. It

brought, however, a railrcad to tthe northern end of the county

which was a great benefit to the population., It made possible
v~'-!" ;‘ LIy 1 ?‘../;,—-.\

the growth of o¥ker small tovns ipkbo—feri trade—centers—besides
‘ Atwatér, Kandiyohi, Willmar and Pennock which are on the line
east and west. Now a railroad came to served Reymond, Spicer,
New London and Hawick.
Shor Rajlrends
Other railroads were built later. One of these,the
Minneepolis, St. Paul and Sault St. Marie Railway, penetrates

the northeast corner of the county in Roseville Township. Another

railroad which was built much later,’'known as the "Minnesota

Western", crosses the extreme south end of the county and serves

the towns of Lake Lillian, Blomkest, Roseland, Thorpe and Prinsburge.




HAPTER 20.
RATLROADS AND LABOR

Railroads A Source Of Wealth

From the time that steam came into use on the rail-
roads their development was very rapid. Railroad building
became very profitable for anyone who had the means to get a

good start. Once a beginning was made the Government was very

liberal in assistance through the land.grant laws. Huge tracts

% |

of land were distributed|to railroad companies throughout the

settlement areas cosding them yvery litfle,wkich {they seuld

“$e+r at fabulous profits to the new settlers. Thus it is that

great fortunes were accumulated by various individuals who later

became the captains of our transportation system. The need for

)
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transportation facilities to ”@#ﬁ&#brt the growing surplus of
farm and other commoddties created a new source of wealth to
the railroad builders. When the ilroads were built and put
into operation riches continued to flow into the coffers of
the owners from the high t ransportation rates which they charged.
The growing agriculture and industry of the west had become a
producer for the market and the products could be partly ab-
sorbed in transportation, thus creating a seemingly never_to_
end flow of wealth to the owners of the railroads.
Drive To Increase Profits

To pile up new fortunes and to increase this flow of
wealth the owners of the railroads were confronted with two
basic problems. One of these was to keep the transportation
rates high and the other was to keep the wages of the working

d

people who operated the transpordation system and the industries




connected with it as low as possible.

So in 1893 and 1894 while the f armers and frontiersmen

were demanding lower freight and transportation rates the railrocad
companies with the other industries were making a drive to

reduce the wages of the workers in the shops, railroads and fac-
tories. As a result of this drive to lower the living standards
of the farmers and working people there was a wave of organizaetion
among the farmers as well as the workers throughout the country

to maintain previous stendards and to better their conditions.

As a result of the drive to lower the wages of the
workers in the transportation system, the Americen Railway Union,
under the leadership of the illustrious Socialist, Fugene V.Debs,
and other leaders, began to grow and spread very rapidly. Hundreds
of locals were organized throughout the country so the railroad
workers could defend themselves against the wage cutting drive
of the railrocad companies. Soon the American Railway Union had
thousands of members end hundreds of locals, especially on the
railroads west of Chicago.

The Railroad Brotherhoods had zireedy been in existence
for a considerable time but the workers felt that they were
ineffective in carrying on the fight for them. This proved to
be true in the many instencés where the company ignored and broke
agreements with them.

Skrike In Willmar

A strike of railroad workers began in Willmar, April 17€h,
{ a
a4

1894, Were,like—at other rgilrcad centers, the company had broken

faith and the agreement to settle: disputes with the Brotherhood

T

of Railway Traimmen. The railroad company cut the wages of the
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Willmar railroad workers and they refused to accept the cut.
Even though it had been agreed between the company and the
Brotherhood of Railwey Trainmmen that cuts should not take place
until the workers could consider them ip their meetings, new
woge schedules were posted on April lst. The cuts in the

wages were drastic. In & press report of the time it is said
that "many of the employees here have been paid only a dollar

a day--a very meager sum on which to live and support a family."

After many meetings and a thorough consideration of

the matter the strike was declared by the American Railway Union.

The railroad men left their jobs to & man. By this time the American
Railway Union had atreedy hundreds of members on the Brekenridge
division. The men lknew what they wanted end they had only one

way in which to win their demands and that was to stop the oper-
ation of the roads through strike action. The workers of Willmar
went into the strike with the knowledge that it was the only

way in which to win concessions and reinstetement of their wage
schedules from the powerful railroad company. In their deliberations

they came to the conclusion that they must fight it out. Their

sentiment was that "If the strike is a failure, orgeni_ed lebor

in the west, at least,'will stand no chance in any future contest
with capital." as they said. They were,as always the worker in
strikes have been, against any violence but they warned the Cqmpany
from the stert that if "scabs are shipped in there is no telling
what might happen." The great majority of the people of Willmar

were mobolized by the American Railway Union through meetings in

support of the strike. Through the meetings the people were kept
0N, e Ll |
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informed abeut What-wes—heppering from day to day. The Railroad

Company attempted to provoke violence by sending the United States
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Marshall and a great number of deputies to intimidate the workers.
This scheme of the Railroad Company, however, faited, The
strike continued solid and unbroken.

Excitement In Comnection With Strike

On the week of April 23rd, 1894, there was great
excitement in Willmar in coﬁnection with the strike, provoked
by the United States Marshall and Mr. Winters, the superintendent
of the Railroad Company. On this week J. Adaﬁ Bede, the United
States Marshall,and Mr. Winters, with a large number of deputies,
made a determined effort to break the strike. They mustered
all the legal arguments that could be found to scare the strikers.
They told the strikers that it was the Govermment that they were
striking against because the stoppage of the trains meant inter-
fering with the mails. The strikers, however, learned very
soon that it was the company that interfered with the transport

LV "’f'
of the mail. When the tralns weuhiaummrto Willmar, the strikers

8
and the people would gather at the station aad uncouple the

) s
cars and push them onto the sidings. They would separate the

mail cars and attach them to the locomotive, giving them per-
mission to proceed. When this was done they found that the
Company was unwilling to proceed with the mail. During this
week a few fist fights and arrests took place, provoked by the
superintendent, Mr. Winters. Dick Jackson and "Slim"™ Olson,
leaders of the strike, were arrested and teken to St. Paul.
Other arrests were attempted but without success. MNMr. Winter

‘~ Aol

tried to make up1w1th the help of the deputles but he did

L\\{ Canp “wlnas Y, pu 1-‘\7 rAL  \_peraven Qs o

not succeeqf When e +train- wuﬂ‘made up-and was.-ready to proceed

t@gﬁgggplgﬂygg;g,unceupie"the-cars. Mr. Winter physically

attacked some of the strikers but soon found that he himself
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suffered the most bruises. In spite of all of the efforts

of Mre. Winter and the United States lMarshall the—breaking of

Che strikee fadided. They did not understand that no matter

what is done,without workers, trains will not move and thet

workers with the support of the pecple of such a town as Willmar

J
are able to stop all trains.
Sieike Wi SpSersecy
Through the militant action of the strikers and the
people of Willmar the strike was won by the workers and the old

wage schedules were restored. The conference to settle the

strike was held in the Twin Cities. At this conference Wre—

Y
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James J. Hill and his associates were reprbsentiang the Reilroad
oo™ : : il A
Company, representing the American Railway Union were lMr. Debs
and Mr. Howard, President and Vice President respectively, of
the Union and an arbitration committee, composed of business men
of both Minneapolis and St. Paul. It was on the basis of the
5

findings of this business menfs committee that the strike was
settled and the wage schedules restored.

During this year a great number of strikes took place

e dg

in America on the railroads as well as'other industries. They
resulted from the wage cutting campaign of the growing and
greedy monopolies. The Willmar strike was a forerunner of the
great Pullman strike in Chicago which took place in May and

developed into a general boycott and strike thoughout the country

against the Fullman Palace Car Company.in midsummer of 1894.




CHAPTER 21.
ROADS, HIGHWAYS, AND AIRWAYS

Historic Background
Since the time that men has moved gbout from one place
to another he has left marks of different kin@f}just as in

geologic strata we find fossils and marks of yet earlier life.

Tn the course of time nature has obliterated many of the evidences

NEAvp Ao
that he has left of his travels but emough hes been left to

give us some idea as to how he traveled in thewrious stages
of development. There are in existence many relics and marks
of man's paths and roads along which he traveled from one point
to another dating back to encient times. Thus we find in Italy,
bridges and ancient Roman highways which are even today used by
people. Tn other parts of the world there are meny evidences
of different kinds of ancient highways and byways that people
traveled.. These routes of travel have always grown and developed
in relation to the ways in which mankind makes a living. They
have chanpged as new productive forees have developed, making
new needs for transportation and communication.
From Path To Road

When man firsttraveled by foot or rode on the back of
animels, paths were beaten in the form of a single rut. These
paths were necessarily winding because in the woods he went
around the thick underbrush or on the plains he avoided hills
which mede his travel more difficult. The single path on the
earth's surface is therefore the forerunner of our modern
highways and our modern system of higWay travels

When the ox cart and the yoke of oxen came into use on

our frontiers, the marks which were left were two paths running
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parallel, winding around the hills and avoiding the thick woods
and underbrush. These paths were made by the wheels of the
cart and the feet of the beasts which were used to haul the
carts. There are still to be found on the plains of Minnesota
and the Dakotas in many places around the hillsides; ruts
beaten by the wheels of the covered wagons, stage coaches and
the ox carts which were made many years agos.

When light wvehicles such as the one.horse cart and the
one horse bupgy came into usi)these byways on which the pioneers
traveled changed so that the prairie roads finally became winding
pathways with three parallel ruts. Usually the two side ruts
were déepcr than the center rut because the WhGel§ would wear
the ground faster than the feet of the single horée in the center.
And besides this the two horse wvehicle and the ox cart did not
go out of use with the advent of the one horse light buggy,

just as the buggy did not go out of use immediately after the
0,

AL Dok
first automobiles ~eeme—imrbeo—use.
G2 rap R
Thus in Kandiyohi County lddsel in all other grassland
2
2

regions of the State there was first the single path, then the

two and three rut roads, followed by the leveled,and finally

by graded and surfaced highways.
Early Roads in County

When the settlers came to Kandiyohi County in. thedearly
t Chasn, VB b, yeriald

days they struck across the country tOMWhB¥6¥6@-ﬁh@¥«h&d~t0wg01
These early settlers beat paths which were followed by others
end they remained routes of travel for many years.

Perhaps the first people to inaugurate the highway

system of Kandiyoni County were the trail blazers of Joseph Renshaw

Brown when they were seeking a route from the Red River Country
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to Treverse De Sioux. The route that they blazed has been
forgotten after the coming of the railroads and th c modern
highways. The change in the system of our highway travel has
been so great that there is very little resemblance to the

old method of travel. About the only thing thal remains the
same as in the early days is that people travel and move about
as they did then. The difference today is that people travel
with greater speed and with much greater ease.

£

The highweys and roads of the modern day have grown
and improved as lifepgenerally has grown and improved. The im=
provement was caused by the necessity to supplement the railroadss

The road from farm to town w.s the result of {Hf need fem—euch

after the farmers had settled and built their farms in the country-

sides The primery need for them arose from thefact that they
o)

¥ V. ) A 3
needed to have roads to transport the surplus products which
i Canrd
were produced te—shremEI®St and to tramnspere-menufactured goods
A
J Pil
which fhey-meeded from the railroad to their homes. First
the roads were few in number but as the population grew new
ones were built. Thus from the early paths has grown a veritable
web of highways and roads covering the whole county from one
end
time there are three kinds of roads and

AAL e (bt
highways in the county. Pirst 48 the State Trunk Highways running
through the county east and west and north and south.

Then there are the secondary roads called State Ald

ot U
roads. Qf these roada’{ ere.are a8 great numbérTfn the county,
smenp—shen.being the old Little Crow Trailis : '
)

The third kind of roads are those which connect the farms
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with the larger roads gnd highways. There are many of these and
theyuwsually follow the surveyed section lines.around the farms
and fields. In theregionswhere there are numerous lakes in
the central part of the county these roads wind around the lakes
and do not run in straight lines as they do in the southwestern
prairie grassland sectione

The maintenance of the Highway system‘is handled jointly
by the State Highway Department, the county and the various
towmship boards, es—in-otker—counties—of—thestats,

The NModern Picture

When one goes into Kandiyohi County the roads and high-

&
ways are a totally different scene than in the days of the ox
cart and the stage coach. Now on the highways travel large
busses, trucks and speedy avtomobiles. On the fields by the

roadsides one will observe the tractor which has replaced the

horses and the oxen. Only oceasionally will one see a horse and

\
Wk N2 o

~day-bwb—ene~will hear the drone of an airplane overhead.whichr™

buggy on the country roads. Hardly a day pesses ] e modern

ok

doos—not-need-highwews. With the aid of the radio beam and
the signal stations their course of travel is charted through
space from one landing field to enother. In Willmar there is
one of these landing fields.

A1l of this great advance in transport is a result of
e growth of many years. The essential difference that has been
wrought between the old and the new in these years is that, the
new forms of communication and transport are infinitely more
complex, much faster and more convenient than the old. These

new means of travel and transport are a result of change which
\ {
L o

nas taken place in the life of man, essentially & changein the
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ways in which man makes a living. In this long process man
himself has changed. In the early days it was human nature to
Jjump into the ox cart or the back of a horse to avoid the
drudrery of walking or running. In the modern dey it is human
neture to teke & train, ride in an automobile or board a speedy
agorplane to avoid walking or running when going from one place

to another.

CHAPTER 22
POSTAL SERVICE

Historiec Rackground

The postal service that we have today has grown out
of a system of communication dating back to ancient times. A
postal service is known to have existed in the old Romen Empire.
In essence it is a form of communication which has evolved from
the early courier in ancient civilizations. The art of conveying
ideas in written form combined with a carrier of the written

letter or communication forms the basis of the postal service

system. In the beginning postal systems were only conducted among

the nobility and the ruling classes. Very early it became a
system of governmental communication. For certain reasons since
the inception of fiovermments, they have alwavs been connected
with the postal service. In England even though the postal
service was operated more or less by individuals wet the Govern-
ment of Great Britain supervised it. IT was a means to know-what
yas—happening among-the-peoplte—throushthe pestal Tvensorship.

In the early days it had a two fold purpose. On the one hand

it was a form of censorship for the government and on the other

a means of communication of the people.
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In England in 1591 Queen Elizabeth prohibited earriage
of letters to and from overseas, "except by messenger duly

' TIn Cromwellts time

authorized by the master of the posts.'
nearly three quarters of a century later the postal service
was used for the purpose of promoting trade and preventing
"wicked designs" against the "peace and welfare of the common=-
wealth." After this for a long time in the postal services
of the world &kt censorship was forgotten, ABut during the
World War again=the«cen&o£$£ip was revived. In 1653 Louis AL
-
the_ourtesnbh suthorized the establishment of a postal service
in Paris. In 1680 a London merchant by the name of William
Dockwra established the "Penny Post" of London which was later
taken over by the British Govermment. In 1784 a mail coach
Iine was established between London and Bath in England. After
this these lines multiplied rapidly.
Postal Service in United States

The postal service patterned after the one in England
was started here sometime before the end of the 17th centﬁry.
Ih 1692 one Thomas Neale was granted a patent by the English
Government to establish post offices in North America. Immediately
after this a post office was established in Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvanig. In 1707 the Colonial Govermnment took over the Postal

pl?
w

servicei Benjamin Franklin became Deputy Postmester General

of this system. Later in 1753 he became the chief executive of
the Postal service. From this office he was dismissed in 1774

as a partisan of the colonists in the approaching crisis with the

t ,‘\‘ / o
British Government which finally resulted in the \Wwar for‘kndepend-

L 4
> i I\ / ‘
ence from England. APtEP the Aﬁr for independence the United
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States Postal service has elweys been in the hands of the

rederal Government, administered by a Postmaster General

appointed by the President of the United Stetes. It has growm
into one ofthe most efficient systems of communication of the
world. During depressions as well as times of prosperity it

has always operated in an efficient way. In the early days it

| 2

was & system of offices where mail would—be delivered. Now in
all the large cities there is house to house delivery and the
countryside is a veritable web of rural mail routes. In 1789
there were 75 post offices in the United States. In 1928 the
figure had grown to 49,944, In 1790 there were 1,875 miles
of postal roads. In 1928 the mileage had edrESly grown to 1,776,396.

As a part of this postal service system the rural free
delivery routes and the great number of post offices in Kandiyohi
County have grown. The pioneer in this field of activity in
the county in the early settlement days was Joseph Renshaw
Brown whose son was one of the first mail carriers in the region.
Since then post offices have been established in all the towns
and hamieéts. Deliveries from these are made to the rural com-
munities in all directions.

CHAPTER 23
ELEPHONES AND THE RADIO

Primitive Communication Contrasted With Modern

As a part of the system of communicationﬁ the development
of the telephone has played a very importent part. Thedistance
that the Indian could communicate his thoughts and ideas when
found by the white man was in the range of his voice or as far

as he could see. When the early settlers came to the Kandiyohi




region their system wss not much better. Conveying ideas
or thoughts to others was equally difficult for them. When
the early settler wanted to tell his neighbor something he
had to proceed there on foot, horseback or by ox cart. When
the telephone came it released him from this drudgery and
changed his relationship with his neighbor. Now he could at

will convey his ideas to his neighbors, his merchant and even

"

N\
oh long distance to talk to people far away without leaving

the home.
Javestion ol Zeliihn)

In 1875 a Scotchman by the name of Alexander Graham
Bell, whose profession was teaching of the deaf, invented tele-
phony. The telegraph had been in use before whereby code sig-
nals were sent over metal wires. Alexander Graham Bell's studies
and discovgries now made it possible net—enly-to-send—code-sip-
n&%s;iéflthe human voice over the wires. In 1876 for the first
time in history ower-metal-wires he éransmitted the following
spoken words: "Mr. Watson, come here, I want you." phese
words-are-said-to be the first human voice to bé conveyed-eleng
mneted-wire-to-anetherpersoms Thus through & alaphragm that
regords the vibrations of-the human-veice,-transmitted by a small
eleetric current over a metal wire to another receiving diaphragm
which apain turns it into-seound was accomplished by Bell.

Telephony now became & practical method of communication. All

it needed was a spread of lines and the perfection of the instruments

to cover all the setg;ed parts of the country.
th2fA

the thirty years follewimp;=1i¥e the rallroads

end the—hirhwiys, the telephone became a common necessity in the
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towns as well as the country, At the time of the turn of

the century telephone 1ine$ areadyconnected the frontier
outposts with the larger population centers. Soon the lines
were extended across the country beyond the western frontier,
establishing telephonic communication with the far west. From
the small beginning mede by Alexander Graham Bell has grown

& veritable network of telephone lines criss=crossing the whole
country at the present time. Cables now extend across the
bottoms of the oceans on the east as well as the west coast,
making possible telephone communication not only with the
people of our own country but with people of foreign lands.
Anyone—of thirty million people who-have access-t6 a telephone
is now within-range—of-eur.voice from.the-Pacific to the Atlantic

ocean and from.fanada-to-lexico,

Telephone Comes to County

A little over thirty years after Bell invented the
telephone it came into Kandiyohi County. The first telephone

system and line in the county is said tq have beeH,Fstablished
bl ! A X i

in 1897. After this thetaking-inmto-use-ofthi% contenience
/'/:
we.s—veory-Tapld. Telephone—companies came into/péing one-after

s

anothers—In 1897 one company-was oryanizedﬁf T 1898 anothere
/

/

.
In 1900 threecompanies. In 1901 one. _#h 1902 one. 1In 1903

two. 1In 1904 five, and 1905 six. [t the present time most homes

v
in town and country have telephone service.
Modern Picture
As a continuation and growth of the communications system

which started from a—simple telephone further progress and ad=-
; 2

vancement has been made. Now the human voice is conveyed to
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distent points on radio waves without wires. By a turn of a
knob on a modern radio we hsar the news from all over the world,

11
L

from wherever we choose to listen. 1In less then a second we
can know what is happening in London, Berlin, Mcscow, New York,
Shanghei, Tokio and other distent parts of the world. Millions
of people today listen to each other over the radio, the marvel
of the modern age.

Not only can we listen but in the last ten years mechan-
isms have been perfected whereby images of the persons broad-
casting are sent over the radio waves. In the past decade tele-
vision has become practical and proven.

For a number of years pictures have already been sent
over wires from many parts of the world afiep-wirieh-bhey Hive

W, S )Y
“beerT printed in our large newspapers with a few hours after
they have been taken. We see them in our papers labeled "Wirephoto."

CHAPTER 24
FARLY LARGE SCALE FARMING

Peul Willmar Farm

In 1370 Leon Willmar, the Foreipgn agent of the St. Paul
and Pacific Railroad Co. k¥md secured possession of a section of
land northeast of ity of Willmare. ZThe land,with the exception
of a small part covered by Lake Jillmaﬁ was wery fertile and

was considered very desirably located in relation to market and

other necessary needs of a large scale agriculture enterprise.

This land Leon Willmar turned over to his son, Paul. The Willmars

had accumulated money through ownership of railroad stocks so
Paul had ample funds for improvements on tThe lande.

The first thing that was done on this land was the erection
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of farm buildings valued at twelve thousand dollars which

was considered aﬁ & preat sum of money at the time by the

other settlers. Willmar himself,unlike the other settlers,

did not do the heavy work on the farme. The labor that was
performed was done by hired help. In addition to this he em-
ployed the other settlers,whenever they had time,with their oxen
to break up the land. For the work he was always known to have
paid liberally. Like many other sons of rich ' parents, Paul
Willmar with his ample funds became & popular figure among the

early settlers. He kept well bred horses on his place. TWhen
he moved about he always had several fine dogs adeng.

Because of his wealth he made many friends. He wa
also a man of the world who had traveled widely in Mexico and

other countries. Being financially secure with an inclination

toward adventure he lived a carefree bachelor life. On the

farm he entertained his friends quite lavishly. His-friends
M b Coned
would ceme—tothe—ferm and-stay for extended visits, and—Tt™1F

said that in his cellars there-wers-eat—ell-times—winesand [iquors
to make the stay of his friends pleasant-and.congenials

Farm Was Not Successful

A

st

Within ten years, however, he Yeft back to his native
Belgium without making a great 388 of his large scale farm
enterprises. The equity he had in the farm he sold to Peter J.

(7o Qs

Dale. Mr. Dale attempted to operate the farm on $he—seme big
scale with the addition of raising pure bred stockjthus making
it more diversified than before.

Mr. Dale was a hard working farmer but in spité of
all the hard work,within fif‘teen years he was compelled to sell

the place.
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After this it was secured by ¥r% D. N. Tallman of
Willmer who made his fortune in the early days es President
of the Minnesota Central Telephone Compeny, & public utility
which grew very rapidly when the telephone came into use in the
county eand the surrcunding communities.

With his resources Mr. Tellman turned the place into
8 purebred stock farm. During this time there > & demand
for better stock among the farmers throughout
so Mr.
recent times, Breeding enimals were sold from this farm to
many people among the early settlers in Minnesota, the Dakotas
and Iowa.

Another Atbempt Fails

W, D, Washburn of Kinneapolis owned 2,560 acres of land,
in what is now Holland Township, in 1877. Under the direction
of Gilbert Clough a large scale farm enterprise was set up.
Half a section of the prairie was broken in the swmer of 1877.
Cattle sheds were built. But from thevery beginning the enterprise

was e financial failure. Some years later good builcéings were
< £

‘i . X

put up on the place’ he—ferm-was to be a blooded stock farm

operated on a large scale. The farm Fineddy-after many difficuliies
\ 1) 1
o) A ST

passed into the hands of one Frank Littld\and he parceled it out
\ >
and sold-bhe Tarcelsrto several people.
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rm Work Is Tedious
When the farmer plows his land and prepares the seed
bed where he grows the grain it is only the first half of a

o
X

tedious process of labor in grain growing. After this has been
done if there is a crop it must be harvested and threshed. This
was & twofold tesk in th days requiring two separate
processes, first the cutting of the grain and aftér that shelling
it from the heads.
Iriwitive Methed of Threwhing
When the early farmers began planting grains in Burope
and even in America it was done without machinery. The grain
was planted by broadcasting it on the small fields, by hand.
To harvest the grain in the early days they used the sickles
To shell the kernels from the head they pounded the grain with
A A
a flail. After this the grain and chaff wes taken into the
wind and poured from a height of several feet into a container
on the ground or tossed into the air. With this process the
grain was separated from the chaff. 1In this way the winnowing
was done.
During the settlement period of Kandiyohi County,
threshing machines came into use in the United States. They

¥,

were run by horse power. The horses wauld walk around in a

7
) 3 o . ;
cirecle and transm1¥ the power to the machine through a system

of pensions, shafts and cogwheels. In this way the power was
furnished to propel the machinery of the early thresher. The
threshing machine separator did, however, apply the mein principles
of the machines that we have now, the cylinder, concave and the

winnowers or shakers.
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Frrer fhvephor In County
The first thresher of this type run by horsepower

was brought into Kandiyohi County by Louis. Larson and Erick

Peterson Sr. in 1860. With this thresher the grain crop was

R o o
B ¢
of the crude construction the early machines wauld bregk down and

garnered that ye%} not without difficulties, however. Becauge

itiwas sometimes weeks before replacement parts and repairs
coul@ be secured for them. These early machines were fed by
hand and were very slow compared to the modern ones. They were,
however, e great improvement over the old flail and wind method
of threshing.
Stesm Power

The steam engine as the source of power :evolved from
the old horse power. This was a gfeat advancement. With it
came the self feeder and the wind blower, inereasing the efficiency
of the machines greatly. Like all other machine development,

improvement in construction of threshers took place rapidly once
>

" N
they were proven useful and necessary. A¥rgedy in the first

decade of the twentieth century, threshing machines were so

B
improved that no one would thinkv&bout\the flail or horsepower.
The threshing rigs at that time alweedy were efficient gnd fast,
operated by strong and powerful steam engines. Later they have

been further improved by the great engineering skill thet we
LTS I G et I
possess today. The-seuree—of—power—whieh—was Steary a few years

ago has now been replaced by internal combustion oil burning
motors eand tractors.
The Combine Harvester

In the past it was necessary to first harvest the grain
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with the sickle or a binders. After this it was threshed with
the fleil or threshing machine. Thus the garnering of the crop
was a two fold process only a few years ago. Now these two
processes of gathering +the grain crop have been combined. The
modern "combine" harvester is a machine that cuts the grain
_ D 1
and threshes it at the seme time. They are drawn over the grain
fields with powerful tractors. From the conveyor platform the
prain is fed into the cylinder. From there the grain and the
chaff pass onto the winnowers and sieves. The straw is ejected
from the back of the machine onto the field while the grain
passes through a wind blast cleaner and into the hopper from which
taken into trucks and hauled to the elevators in'the farm
towns or the granaries at home.

Thus from the crude flail our modern method of harvesting

crops has evolved. WherecAin the old days three persons could

harvest and thresh a few bushels of grain in a day. Now three
men can harvest many hundreds of bushels. 'In the past there
were two tedious processes. Now these processes have been com=
bined.
%*’i—é
It is in great part dee—be—this constant improvement of
farm machinery that has made possible the increases in agriculture
Vau

production which in turn he# made it possible for Kandiyohi County

to grow into whet—it—ie-bodesr a modern agriculture community.
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CHAPTER 26
COUNTRY CREAMERIES

Points Of Interest

When one goes into Kandiyohi County now numerous objects

of interest around which present day life of the community is

woven will be found, These were not there in the early days

N
\

\ ‘ .
but have grown with time. Firsé—bhere—ere in the countryside

» B

#fve numerous modern farms and farm buildings surrounded by
etnrd
fields of wheat, corn and other crops. ¥amewous herds of both
[/ VN
beef and dairy cattle will—be found in the pastures in place of

¢

B s et
the buffalo end deer which roamed there beforee Hogs wili=be-

seen rooting around in the barnyardse.

Then there are the small farm villages with the tall
grain elevators, merchandise establishments, hardware stores,
garages, gas stations, the stockyard, the drug store, the bank
and other institutions which cater to the needs of the farm
population.

Then-élong the roadsides in the country will be found
the many country schools and the country churches. To complete
the scene there is yet another institution which has grown with
time and has become a part of the very life of the community,
the farmers' creemery in the countryside. Uf these there are
meny located gt convenient and accessible places in the county.

These creemeries are of great interest because they are
a part of the means of production upon which depends the livelihood
of the population. They are simple manufacturing plants built
by the farmers out of their own resources %o where they bring

their dairy products to be processed for the market.
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In the Kandiyohi region early in the settlement period
MNarseadd

the people had_already.founé that they could not depend alone

on the grain and other crops for a living. From the very beginning

of sett]emend..lkeepinsg—ef stock and dairy cattle/ﬁaé!necossary

to give them meat and milk. As time went on they learned that

a surplus of dairy and meat products was produced in the same

way e&s they produced grains above their own needs. The surplus

of beef cattle they could ship to the packing centers, but the

dairy products had to be processed before they could be conveniently

marketed. For this reason the farmers built their creameries

at convenient locations with proper machinery to transform the

cream and the milk of their cows into butter and other manufactured

dairy products.

Here it should be remembered that as time has elapsed
diversification of farming has changed the economy of the county
to the extent that at the present time dairying and stock raising
(T
has become its predominant industri® 38.34% of total value of
production of the crops marketed today is sales of livestock.
31.94% marketed is livestock and deiry products. Thus the
bulk of the farm income of the county or 70.28% is from livestock
and livestock products. Only 16.70% of the cash income of the
farmers is from grain crops.

Where iﬁfthe early days/ grain growing gnd selling was

|

y J
the main means ¢f livelihood of the people nc@dit is dairy /pro=-
' 4 {I

| [ | |

4 y s r
s . Ao . 4 !
duction. The fcounty in the fourse of time hgs changed from a
; i / y

y

y J
grain county/ into a dairy dounty which accqlnts for the mgny
f ' /

f
‘h' !

creameries /in town and copntry.
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EE;ry P;ggggﬁion Requires luch Work

Before the farmer can turn into money his labor from
daeiry and stock raising, making dairy products and meat available
for our use, it requires a great amount of effort and a long
process on his part. First he must raise his stock with care,
providing forage and feed for his herd. He must provide pasture
for them in the summer and store# hay, grain end silage for
them in the winter. In early settlement days he depended
for the forage crop and pasture on the wild grasslands.  In
the modern day of diversified farming he grows the bulk of the
hay as well gs his pasture on cultivated land. Teme grasses,
such as alfalfa, tomothy, clover and corn,h&ve replaced the
wild grasses as food for stock.

P

In order that the cowéwgive a maximum gmount of milk

and butterfat the farmer must feed them ground grain feeds and
W

other concentrates. These he must providé)by either growing the

grain himself and grinding it or getting bran, shorts, middlings

or manufectured dairy rations from the flouring mills.

In-the sumer-time éﬁriny the hottest season in July

and August he must cut and put up the hay for the winter. Later
in the summer and fall he fills the siloc with green forage which
he feeds the cattle in the winter.

In order to produce milk the cows must be housed in warm,
clean and well ventilated barnse. This in itself is a tremendous
expense. In many states there are laws which require a certain
standard in light, cleanliness and health tests for dairy cattle
before the farmer can produce for the market.

In addition to all of this the cows must be milked
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morning and evening. The c¢ream from the milk must be separated.
Some farmers do this themselves and others take the milk to the

creamery where the separation is done by large separators.

S38 Uresm Separsox

In the early days before the cream separator, separating
the creem firem milk was a long process. After the milking,
the milk was left in a cool place to stand for many hours. Be=

cause the butterfat in the cream is lighter it rose to the top

!

of the pail or containers. The early farm woman woulé—skin the

creem off the top} and storé’it until a sufficient amount was

separator,and is done in a few minutes where b
the old process #€ took hou
The cream seperator is a machine heving ean exactly balanced
revolves at a high rate of speed,When the milk flows
revolving the he substences and liquids
from the lipghter substance cream,by centrifugal forves
revolving bowl the heavier 1i

ige while the

apertures.Thus

P ey "
separacor, ant

the separetor

Althourh a lot ream and milk is used as
about deiry production is thet a

»f all the creem and milk goes into the msnufacture of
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