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out xn&orunknown dense foreﬁts. Egﬁ:Q‘ing by boat up the river was -asme
,ﬁul(é A
;nﬁ@&!&%biy easy. And go they e.me--wthose home-seeking pioneers, along the Uﬁﬂ*‘?"

{
)

> , ‘

“ths
Same river vut%y ae—wrcﬁ Le Sueur had ventured so many years before.

HUWmééé—gtsa%%whappaaﬁ What do we know about tne hlstory of
our gouzty? Much of tne'nas has been burled fcrever, but seme-o£—+t*we
czn'éié_aﬁiqbitLby,hit.u,Forgn ten /episodes of our own nelghborhkood,-——our
owa-back.yardl Such glices of tXe past flashed before us--sfre they not just
as—interesting, or more so, than the etory of Knights in armoﬁr or foreign
politieal
THE FIRST Long before the white men came to Minnesota or Le Sueur County
INHABITANTS
Ty an aboriginal or first people lived here. Where they came from
nobody knows for sure, and they left only a few bones and broken bits of
pottery for us to puzzle over.

Thelr descendants, the American Indians, likewise left scanty
records. In Le Sueur Countyﬁzg%%; the Indians are $edey almost forgotten.
But a few are still living in Minnesota, and ;:fe;‘of their ancient mounds
‘:;5 still to be seen tedmyy
INDIAN What were the mounds? Nobody knows that for sure either.
MOUNDS.

Some were most likely used as burial grounds; others probably served

). A BAMNE =
as defense works, or as religious emblems. Some prebabdy served all three

puUrposes.
Though we often speak of them as "burial mounds," the Indians

did not bury their dead as we do. They believed that the bones of a man were

s
the enly sacred part of ﬂhis body. Therefore when & man died tne'jggi tb}
,fv~"“fj

éggﬁﬁr up in_zhe—aéf on & scaffold of sticks or in the-branches—of a tree.foi ‘h

vy \,\)

¢he—£;eﬁﬂ—%e-£e%—eﬂ&7 ) Bren they ea*eéﬁ}}y-seyeﬁed the bonptgaﬂé—bﬁf&eé-them*

piobabty in the’mounds, with a few of the dead man's possessions.
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At one time there were hundreds---even thousands=—--of mounds

scattered all over south-central Minnesota. But since the whltp man cane

they have bBeen gradually alsavwearfné plowed up for farms, buililnbs,-&ﬁé—

romde ,~-~to make way for the white man's &éﬁg%?;ﬂg % p

When 4dve €ounty was young, many prominent mounds wrrnuknvwn

A LoeateA [
here, especially near East Henderson. d—few Qthers were,about one-and ane

f Ottawa,on the blu’fs Pbove the river. The largestef ““

a-& YN

wa.s Mmmsk feet hlgh

Another group in the bottom lands south of Ottawa was washed

away in the high water of 1881. But before that happened curious relics
! : \wrt Jd
had been unearthed in them, Among the Fame bonpsvweee a silver wristlet
with "Montreal" stamped upon 1t. cooaer ear rings, a string of chins beads,
s “"
pingy’'a needle, a small pearl ornament, amd a quartz arrow head.
Because we are of the white race, "The coming of the white

man" is a phrase that sounds stTErEsly grand to us. But to the Indians it

=
Th FIRST meant something quite different. To the-ped-paeer it proved
WHITE MEN
to be a sort of mmxm meowmmewl death knell.

Settlement did not begin along the Minnesota Valley until

1
Ao+

the middle nineteenth century. But long before that a few auventuresnme

S | N . '\,L‘ L‘\\/
white men dared—to BXDIOTSJE? the river, and camped on #ke shoreg ef our @ounty.

Perhaps there were seme-we kmow nothing about, because they left no records.

OUR COUNTY-~ The édaxring explorer: for whom our €ounty was named,

NAMED FOR

PIERRE LE SUEUR. Plerre Charles Le Sueur, was the first known white man

to venture up the Minnesota River. Over 150 years before the pioneser fathers

came to the Minnesota Valley, Le Sueur naaizd up our heauttfud river, passing o

in his canoe tne&sltes of Le Sueur, Ottawa, and Xasota. «%ﬁ$‘+ﬁrﬂﬁmnr1ﬂmmr1ﬁts g

regiomrwas-onty-a-vast-wilderiess, POPUTETEA DY Wild animyls-amd—roamine

THa: anse.
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LE SUEUR IN Le Sueur was a French-Canadian, and hed visited Minnesota
MINNESOTA,
as early as 1683, at the age of 26, commisssioned by the French
governor of (anada to establish a post on Lake Superior. Iater, about 1690,
we think he came down the Wisconsin river, and then ascended the Mississippi
as far as Sandy Lake. Thus he was also the first explorer on the upper
Mississippil through central Minnesota. o
During a lifetime spent in, the Northwest wilderness, Le Sueur
e e
established several military posts. Their exact location is semesimes un-
certain.&iﬁ%e was e;ée¥ediin 1694 or '95,)on Isle Pelee, now known as Prairie
Island, near the héad of Lake Pepin, to maintain peace between the Chippewa
and Sioux Indianq*' From there Le Sueur jourﬁ;d to Montral in=3895 wité the
first Sioux Indians to visit Canada.

About that time he heard from the Sioux of a fabled blue-green
clay along the banks of the upper Minnesota River. Obtaining a sample from
the Indians, he sailed to France, where the blue earth was assayed and pro-
nounced to be copper oTes |

S e
Mueh elated, he secured a license from the king to explore the

{

copper mines, and nrepared to return to America. But in the next three years
A P € ‘ﬁ!/' i

be-Sucur-wae-destined—For many aiventures, hed-the license revoked, and was
\ A

captured by the English on the high seas, before-he-aceempiished—irte—rurrose—

LE SUEUR COMES Finally, in September, 1700, Le—gée&r(with a small

UP THE MINNESOTA, = fF 3
party_g£—menkgjgrted up the Minnesota River.) They pushed

as far as the Blue Earth river, near the present site of Mankato. Here they
found the blue-green, shale-like mud that they thought was copper ore.

That winter they worked the mines and established "Fort
L'Huiller," named in honor of the chemist who said the mud was copper. In
the spring Le Sueur transported a rich load of beaver furs and several tons

of the blue earth dewn the Minnesota ang Mississippi rivers to the Gulf of




1
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Insert on page 6.

\949@ W \ Ny
ﬁnother version of the orizinal naming of the river’ credits

Capt. Nicholas Perrot wttfi‘“firisf'e‘n‘tng the stream St. Pierre, probably in

STLE

honor ofALe Sueur. Perrot first saw the river between 1683 and 1689, near
its mouth. Holcombe, a prominent Minnesota historian, thinks it probablg

that Perrot named the river before 1682«

W a\;i ) ‘;\ '\_.4 cia \
,,.;1\'(* At that time, however, Le Sueur wasl\in Perrot's employ ae am

. \

obscurmemen) Fane had yet to come.te-lrim, .m-i it is doubtful t-ha;b Perrot
woudd namek the river for ImxSuwewr Pierre lLe Sueur. In his journals Le Sueur
sonebantdly calls the river the St. Peters without any hint that it was named
for himself.‘ﬁEarly records do not say for sure exactly how the name originated.
Another guess,.then, is that it may—heve»been named on St. Peter's Day, June 25

in honor of the Apostle. Per%mpmha_m&t-}egi-@a}ﬁxp%mﬁon ts that Le Sueur

S0 L5 s
‘himeerf—nmmed the river, M‘Eﬁﬁd" BUOYE.
/

j ! E’hether or not the Minnesota river was first named for Plerre
h

Le Sueur, at-temst we know y that a County and city ha.va..boen named for Le-S'crm

Tn his journals we find that Le Sueur stopped at a "Pleasing and fair" spot

about "twelve leajlges from the mouth of the Blue Earth river, where the shore

was level and receded. gently to the upland of the east." This description fits
gA ‘c Wi

Le Sueur m&era-%ely well, and is about tvh'e only record we-hawe of the famous

L

explorer stopping on M&mr County .sodde
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Cos s
A
Mexico, and across the ocean to France, Tros—sat—to—tere, the mysterious

mud was found to be worthlesse.

Those left in charge of Fort L'Hailler had trouble with the Indians,

fQ o
| MAhL
and the site was abandoned in 170l. Soon afterq&}?t Le Sueur himsedf died, ab=the
AN -
iy >

ent—gf—an—eventfui—tife,

NAMING THE It—seems Le Sueur hmé-called the beamtiful river he explored
RIVER.
the St. Pierre, or St. Peter's, probably after himself or his patron saint.

The early traders and settlers knew it by this name, but later, in 1852, it was
officially renamed the Minnesota, from the mxigmk original Sioux.

From this river our entire State got its name. Minnesota was at first
spelled in many ways and was given several meanings. Some say that Minnesota
means "The sky-tinted water." Other writers explain that the Indian interpretation
should be "River of the bleary (e# cloudy, muddy, or whitish) water." The Chippewa
Indians to the north knew of the stream as "The river of the green leaf."
CARVER. . fn 1766 Jonathan Carvery & "Connecticut Yankee" fi}ing the
colors of Great Britain ab—thﬁ‘géé%;’ﬁf his canoe, also explored the Minnesota
river. Carver\nushed upstream about 200 miles, e¥-.ab leasi-thet—is—what—he claimed,
in a book of nopular travels published late:;( if‘goélﬁe, too, must have seen
the wilderness that is now Le Sueur County.

At any rate we know that Carver spent the winter with the Indians about
14 miles upstream, near what is now Shakopeee At the end of April when Carver
came back down the river, 300 Sioux accompanied him.- He seemed torget along es-—
vecially well with thenRedmen. Both Le Sueur and Carver found out many interesting
things about the Indians. A few historians, however, think some of Carver!s
accounts were only "Storybook adventures."
PETER Only eight years later Peter Pond.with a small party of men follo
POND the same water route,abeut—200-mited—wpdirean past Le Sueur Countyﬁie tradﬁ/
with the Yankton Indians. %eter Pond was an adventurous and influential fur trader.
Fragments of his journals have only in recent years been brought to light. He had a
rost on the lower Minnesota river for two years, §E73 and '74. In '74 he stopped

to see the hut where Carver spent the winter,-and says, "It was a Log House sbout
Sixteen feet long Covered With Bark--With a fireplase--But one Room and no flore."

\ )'114,.& ¢
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FHE-SEPETRE-VOYAGEURS After—I800 expedItIONT Up the river became
m MACKINAW BOATS- r;}(\) \(b ' 4 0
more common, *AA.party of Scotch Selkirk colonists

‘7.'.}
from near Winnipeg returned to their homes in Canadas bgp-mag-of Mackinaw boats,
\o L . : >y .

Q tHe finnesota River im=#820., They had come down to Prairie du Chien in

southwestern Wisconsin for a earge—ef seed wheat, oats, and peas,

S &)
%%cxin&w or keel boats were ‘&'—Leé#ﬂen means of transporta-
tion whenever canoes were too small for the cargo or luggage. These craf )

L L

were—usuaddy hollowed out of huge trees, were from 20 to 50 feet long, é?to
10 feet wide, 2md could carry 2 to 8 tons of freight.

The crew used both oars and poles. When the water was shallow,
the men would push on their poles and run along a plank till they reached the

stern of the boat.J %ﬁen they started all—ower again at the prow. Depending

on the current, Wee mackinaw boats ecould make 5 to 15 miles a day,

OTHER Bé %‘n 1823, the U. S. government sent Major Stephen H.
EXPLORERS.

Long up the river, Part of this expedition went by land and
part by water. Twelve yéars later o~tm=38855 three other explorers piloted
their craft below the high wooded bluffs of Le Sueur County. Two of them
were on thelr way to see the famous pipestone quarries in southern Minnesote.
A third was the'geologist, George Featherstonhaugh, who came to study the

rock and earth formations. Later he wrote a book called, "Canoe Voyages
Up The Minnsy-Sotar,! c}\‘ AN \
Qe

' HOW LE SUEUR COUNTY & As explorers came and went, as foreign govern=-
BECAME AMERICAN SOIL
ments prospered or declined, as we were won or

lost, our Minnesota Valley chqnbed ownership,several times, %% 1rtt“ only

o W) L\u‘-

the Indian tribes contested-wieh each other for the choicest mmtlnb grounds,
e e A GRSt dop The /hAuLLJ éé“ﬁmamn%tt? /“i?if7bﬂkéag
meﬁ Vo0 Wow wer e e p g7
2aed Acole iy /€~u4~, —é%zf"ead.g‘AM&  Fren Z )Z; trewd
bthyrs e aede Clacrn.. . 4K;ah&ﬁzﬁ nmﬁr, fh«AL‘JQAJ s AFF3 e ch d44,447
W e JB M

WEAR

AR
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But.presently the pale faces adrived-si-—the-speonc, smé~py—pishig of ocon-
A A I~ PP . i“ !
A t

geest—whise-nations across the Atlantic cid=tmed the country they discovered.

In 1689 Nicholas Perrot claimed all the Minnesota region

for France. His proclamation was made from Fort St. Antoine on lower Lake

)

Pepin. Pilerre Le Sueur was amomg-thoso-present—andput IS EiFnature=—te

z‘* "\‘jy. P Mt
A 5

Almost a century later,

28&ks of the French and
Indien Wars in 1763, all lands east of the Mississivpni belon ing to France
’ §9) ging ‘

\‘.- L £ 1 |
were ceded to England. Just_&he year before this cesssion, to thwert the
@1l
English, France gave her lands west of the Mississi pi to Spain. AThat owner-
-m———!""“"'\'—‘r".’ ;
ship was merely on paper, bwt in-conseguergerofsdt lLe Sueur County was

at one time Spanish soil.

| " O

I n v s | i

U . : i
Next, by the Revolutionary War, English 3011\0

ecame American,
f ) WEALs Gaar€.n oo A
and soon wfber-that the Spanish possessions, went—baek to France. Finally,
\
by the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the United States bought from France
tirgve lands west of the Mississippi.
Though all Minnesota was now American soil, ¥kxm&ik¥kx the land
4l ]
JAMA N
AAS . -
Stiti—e=etuetdy belonged to the IndiansJ FherefdTe in 1805 the Unibed-Séebes
Qe ke T
- - 2 - Yy \ \ .
government sent Lieut. Zebulon Pike up the Mississippi to'seewre a site for
a military fort.
Pike obtained two small grants of land, one on the St. Croix
i
and one abeut the mouth of the Minnesota. For this land, now worth millionms,
he paid the Indians about $200 worth of trinkets and 60 gallons of whiskey,
Nothing was done about erecting a fort till 1819. In that
year Col. Leavenworth founded Fort St. Anthony (later called Fort Snelling)
at the river junction. This fort was the first real outpost of ediwilmation.

in Minnesota. From Fort Snelling the long fingers of white civilzation

began to reach out into the Minnesota wilderness.
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TRADERS AND The—lure—of—riches in furs was also an important
THE FUR TRADE,
factor in exploration of the Northwest. Bartering with

the Indians for pelte and selling the, furs to eastern markets brought fer-

tuined 'to many. The French from Canada were the first to develop our

Minnesota fur trade. The colorfwl "Coureurs des Bois," or Messengers of the

e *“y WﬁJﬁrJ-,

Woods, sometimes engaged—in trapping’ themselves, but ussally baregeined with
A A A
the Indians,

A few leme adventurers came into the Minnesota Valley and
built cabins before the land had been bought from the Indians and officially
opened to settlement. These were mostly fur traders or missionaries. As

ar as we know there were no early mission stations oarximaddoxsoosts within

were n@dr the site
the present bounils of Le Sueur County, but nearby stations xoewsoponoddc

of Shakopee in Scott
Wika& veaaisodTe County, and fer-ea—time-one at Traverse des Sioux.

Many of the traders had obtained a government license to
operate trading posts in the closed Indian territory. Others, mostly
French and halfbreed traders, had been in the Northwest country since before

1800 and did pretty much as they pleased.

After this region became American soil what Frenchmen re-—

s
mained transferred their allegiance to the United States. Fuq\then were

brought to khe Mendota headquarters of the American Fur Company. TFrom there

CY 1

they were shipped down the Mississippi, and eventually to New York, to be

LW s TN N 4 t 1 ) - 2 M;
made into glossy caas)en&—fur coats, 4wﬂk~v4»u8 T ;L,/f -

It is thought that the early fur traders may have passed up

and down the river with packs of furs even before 1700. After 1800 such
2 S PRSP

trips are-thought—to—have-been—mere-or-less frequent: But whem a frontiersman

A “;‘,\ o I‘:L.“

leaves no ddary—e® record of his journeys in a strange land,

soon forgotten Af—+they were ever knewn-et—eli,
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o | o
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Among-those—weknmow_znything =bout—is James H. Lockwood,
the first American-born trader in the Minnesota Valley, o had a post on
the upper river at Lac qui Parle and came up the Minnesota in 1816. Charles
Le Page, a Canadian,came down the river from the far West in 1803 and went
on to Fort Snelling. He was accompanied by a party of Sioux Indians.
Charles Pcttersot//qgg,had a trading post on the upper
river, far above Le Sueur County, as early as 1¥83. He, too, may have
passed B our County. Joseph Renville, John Campbell, and Hazen Moocers
were others Eﬁ;i had posts on the upper rive;)between 1826 and 1834, end
quite probably made several trips down the Minnesota with seeeious loads

of furs.

The traders, especially the French and halfbreeds, were &=
v Lo LA
picturesque loﬁT They wore gay colored skin garments, bright shirts, and

LA e 2 : " 2 ‘ A
broad wae¥dlbands or xhawhx sashes, handy fer -carrying e knife. In winter
g | .
the--cosigme-was—a buckskin coab; and beaver cap.
Many of the traders and soldiers who came into this wilder-

ness married Indian maidens, Before the country was’ opened to settlement

) 2,
| i 4

almost no white women éehhurb&rin$e¥%he»b&ekwoeé&. It was natural jfhen that
¥/
the frontiersmen,. 1selaheirf::::jﬁg:gma:la‘cf"mhatgmnaonle should narry ’L“*”"ﬁj i
d\ﬂd/Ww L™ m mﬁ = H' wzz“L _ -
Indian{gixdss /Many -
in Minnesota hiﬁtory.
¢ Mrar Cf ;
Bgﬂ:égqa-trsdera que % a business #o'ta ke deantaPe of the

J
Indians. Not ve*v—muny treﬁb%ea~¢o—gtve tneplwtzzn a fair dealg mhgvisﬁmen

the SRS

were at the mercy of tﬁe snrevd Vﬂ&%&ﬂa Cne trader %oiéuéfﬁﬁfsionari&%ha$ .
&

Ae took $100 out of his profits every time\ Be taught/an Indian{to read.
The animals trapped included muskrat, beaver, mink, otter,

fisher, badger, marten, bears, wolves, rabbit, deer, and fox. Buffalo hides

were very valuable in Minnesota, and thousands of :%?E were killed, but the /dv
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MARTIN MCLECD AND Another promtment fur trader in the Minnesote
HIS TRADING POST.

MaA e
Valley and an-impertamt figure in the history of our State

who
was Martin McLeod, M—ona-»bimwge ooera.ted 2 trading post in J what is now Le

Sueur County, just across the river from Traverse des Sioux.

Martin MclLeod was born near Montreal, Canada. Before he came
down into the Minnesota Valley as a fur trader he was a member of "Dickson's
army." Dickson, said to be an Englishman, propesed—one-ofthe-most—fantastic,

erazy.-schemes that-ever-took root on American soil.
L

His exoeditlon set out from Buffalo in 1836, intenﬁ to go by way

of the Great Lakes to the Red River Colony of the Hudson Bay Company near Winni-
;‘vuu ‘\{V“ Lo O paad OF "1\‘-(' ()"' A=y 2 Ll’u’( St AL ih.

pege. -’L‘hope Dickson apparenﬁ:gs\meant to g;:t recruit an army of half breeds, axzend
e = st . asadn

thmdsttxxmi °strike eut across country hanting on th&w. ascend the N’issouri
L !ul‘ Tl

river and #henco down—into the Rocky Mountains. Theii’;nﬂ.t.. the ob;ect of the" g
3 alrla | Uren Q,Cé "
-eantire trelr seemed veguely to be an atta,c on J:;Lch Santa Fe, and With the leot ’Ay’\
:’(\\;"-!C !'h-.. ) e (fzt-‘ J.,*——'—- "

g&t—t-err-there, set up an Jd Indian kingdom in Cal ifornia, with himself as ruler.

|}

Giuing—va;ious—ve?ﬁieﬂe—eﬁ—hw purpom Dickson gathered to-
gether in Buffalo a band of young adventurers, whom he commisioned as officers
in his "army." In the £imal California kingdom, it=seeme, they were to be his

074#‘-14 L€t Ge it firD YV
statesmen. Mal‘tin McLeod ‘Yeems to-heve-gome along in this group‘) nerely-as—an

onpop-mmty @6 seeh the eam:iu:t, to_gxat.ii;a_a_long_-atandmg desire—to—journey imto
the vast unk_nown Northwesv Ia-daot-, he says of Dickson #)l at—ene—point in his
diary, "But if I may judge from so short an acquaintance, he is somewhat

visionary in his views."

2 ". {,1 b ( A
The story of the'expedition, MMMM%
r ‘.f\ S = ’ i O =y

and-freering~to—0catiy realds almest like a Wf&ct‘lon. They reached Fond du

01"

Lac at the head of Lake Superior on Oct. 22, 1836, and started up the St. Louis

I

river by canoe. ‘1 Before the ir,eeae-«rg the.xmnd got about as far as Lzke

Winnibigoshish; anﬁ—-se‘b-—cut Mmjhe_rg.&mﬁ the-way by foot. Finelly;—on-

Beev-20,—a remnant of the expedition straggled ﬁ into Fort Gary, at what is now

e . ) TV

= r L ¢ :
Winnipegy o1 e

>
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(2)

r(‘(ﬂr, P { Q6.1 ¢ g
Atthat-peint Dickson's mad dx_‘eamlt soems—o—diesolVE, and -

o AR A
Mthing fupther came of K¢{ his proj ech' I4 is said that Dickson himself

wandered off among the Indians.
LA J et
On Feb'_ﬁs Martin McLeod started southwerd down the Red River
{ f '} 3“ W‘LM
Va.lleya.r As far as Lake Traverse he travelled by foot, and thea- from there, by

2 | -
8 ,.~’I' (PR A

cart down the Min.nesota Valley to Traverse des Sioux, -end then by canoe to Fort

H»-f \ ¢ T~

Snellingy wh&re—h&—arrtwd April 16, 1837.
! " A~

Shert;y after” somng__tn__tha.lontm entered the employ of

)(A<\|~\“—

Benjamin F. Baker, a well known fur trader, and—remained with hhn from 137 to

).
Y rle
'39) “He-magde several trips down the Mississippi to St. Louis. During this

Deriod, probably about December 1838 he married an Indian wife. Although his
e .

\AJ at oy Qo {
dialres, mow-in Doeeee-sioa ef t.he Minnesota State Historical Society,do not

.4’,

mention his wife, it is known that he was married sm to a Dakotah woman,white

LLuingmongu Mﬁmm—ﬁay‘wm
ne. ke o
‘the winter of .39—40 wes—spent on the St. Croix river. HAnd—then

@n Nove. 2, 1840, he came up the M} "St. Peters" to build a trading post in Le

Sueur County. By the luth the smell cabin, 15 by 20, was ready to move into.
The W‘&Af\- ""-'(—EW
There, with an interpreter sud—te—gumew and two wedsy children, a dog, a gun,

a few books, and considerable patience, he made ready to settle down for the
»’16 'Z«%r(l _-m i

winter. I4-—is-nobt lcnown- wheil;er%/\,had his ovn IZESm wife along with-him Here.-

From an entry in his diary written that November we find the
following onl-ighteninguacqoupt of. the 1life of trader: "There is no life more dull
and monotonous than that passed by the Indian traders during the winter season."
His main d-i:vereionr—m&u-}l -moments‘\see ms to have been reading. Among-the-authors
ant—Pooks |l g6
ha—-ehsse%‘rec’id were the Bible, Byron, Scott Dickens, and Locke. Some books, he
says, he read -floe hundreddir timé at-least. Byron was his favorite, suthor;—

preferred—everr t0 SHaKESPEETE ®
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O WL WAL
An—entry-otl\Dec. 7 notes—that, "Went to an Indian encampment of

t
seven lodges near Prairie la Flech, eight miles distanse, and returned at 3 pe.me"

',
McLeod's "Prairie la Fleche was most probably along a river of the same name
A ey Nover 0f

E in—ou:ucnunty,Anow known as Spring Creek.
Severat-weeks jater, during fthe coldest part of the winter of

1841, he made a journey overland to the mission station and trading post at Lac

qui Parle. On the way back his PaerOf nine persons had all they could do to

keep from freezing to death.
ﬂﬂ
His notes on this journey centain-the—fotlowing comment: "David

Faribault and myself were obliged to dismount from our horses every mile or two
to run and thereby keep up a circulation, and although we had buffalo robes
wrapped around uws, still we could not keep our bodies warm. As for my hands, it
was with great exertion that I saved theme On our faces we had buffalo robeg

pakx masks, and yet got our noses, ears, and cheeks fro%en."\
N ol
The winter of 1840-41 was the only year spent at his post in Le

Sueur County, but the best years of Marttn~Mcﬁeﬁd's life were nassed as a fur
N ""T’ﬂ'

trader in the Minnesota Valley. LatefV he played the—rote-of-m-statesman in

developing the new State of Minnesota. \ iy

Among other things, he was influantial_in_ﬁjimulaxing immlgration
from Canada. He was a member of éﬁﬂf Territorial Legis%é%ﬁééif*;né :é; tﬁe ,: Jod
president of the 4the He worke; hard to establish in Minnesota a sound educa-

tional system. Eventuaiiy'che of our 87 Minnesota Gounties was named in his

Ne daat)

honor. In 1860 Marﬁin~ﬁe9ieod#diea' at #h&—eefly'age~of 47 witls akng__siggaf
future still ahead -of him.

" McGleod-was—a~eelor£h&~f&wmnw€1:rﬂﬁﬁrﬂiayw-wIt~iewimporx£uuLJkuL
R

“wus—b0 remember him as an Indian trader,&the first known white man to build a
(A% I\

cabin in Le Sueur Countye.
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St i
Wm@

bhe~hniﬁaloﬂnrobably never ranged as far east as Le Sueur County. In return
for E§;§§ pelts the traders gave the Indians blankets, guns, ammunition,
tobaceco, knives, kettles, looking glasses, colored cloth, flints, and whiskey.

TRADERS IN Extensive trade with the Indians of the middle
LE SUEUR COUNTY.
Minnesota valley was established about 1830. In 1829 the

American Fur Company sent Louis Provencalle, a French Canadian, to take
charge of a post at Traverse des Sioux, just across the river in what is

now Nicollet County.
Ay \ A 3

01d documents of the company ebete countrymen of Provencalle &
pany p;

\

penetrated the Big Woods east of the Minnesota river in search of furg. They

trapped along our lakes and streams and pitched camp within Le Sueur County,

r £
but there is no record of pemanent settlement £rem this period.
A

THE INDIANS IN Who were the Indians in Le Sueur County with whom
LE SUEUR COUNTY

the fur traders bargained? We have said that Le Sueur in
1695 sought to make peace with the Sioux and Chippewa Indians. Both of

these tribes ranged the Minnesota country, and both were constantly seeking

the other's scalp.
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But by 1800 the Sioux were mostly confined to southern and
western Minnesota, while the Chippewa irhabited the north country. The
Sioux family was composed of many divisions, a—strain—ef Redmen that once

{

oy, ' " " A
renged from the Mississippi reerly to the Rocky Mountains, an® south $e ¢

ke
W A ANR A L

Arkansasy with (Qther branches €ast and South in the Carolines, im Virginia,
and Mississippi,
Wiac WA 4
The breseh—eof Sioux wirieh inhabited Minnesota are the
Dakotah4Indieney wh%eh w1th*ns%henee%vps comprised several divisions or sub-
trives. But_in Minnesota "Sioux!!-has generally been understood to mean tne
1 “ U'}“\-:" LA ¥ Yy 3
same _as Dakotah,; =8 distinguished fron otqer tribes and families, such-as
A
the Chippewsfy and the Winnebago® Iadians.
The Winnsbagos were a peaceful tribe, really members of the
Sioux family and usually on friendly terms with the Dakotahs. The Chippewas
e 4z \Wene s .
or Ojibway Indians &Pe members of the Algonquin family, who had wandered

westward from the region of Lake Huron. They called the Minnesota peoples

Nadawaysioux, meaning enemies, and thus arose the name, Sioux.

THE DAXQOTAHS, "Dakotah" is a word that means freely a "Union of
friendly tribes." Tradition says that the Dakotah peoples once lived in
northern Minnesota and about Lake Mille Lacs. But long before the white
men came to Minnesota the Chippewa began to drive the Sioux out of the ¢

their ancestral hunting grounds,

s, ( Mater the traders ebout Lake Superior supolied.the Chippewa

with "thunder sticks," _anéd the Dakotahs without=gurts were rapidly driven
south and west. Some pitched thelir tepees alonn t“e Minnesota Valley. About

100 years before the white settlers came tﬁﬁv—EP"SuewT"Cuuntv, then, e

1 ~s 10:‘ ATy A > (\ A F ¢ AN N adl
Dakotah camp fires g;%%ﬂﬁﬁ TS TEwAN ' :
. : Be“vre tn—‘D ¥otahs moved int o-tha—ﬁaaa@seiaﬂldléev o»aer
TR L AT

tribes k}ivéd in what*ns nOW’LP Steur Clunty. Among these-mrsmtho—Iowms;=

/
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; (
il : mily, The—lewas are supposed to have wandered

a er d ion of the Sioux fa ,

another divisio t 2 gL

Arg

as far north he Minnesota Valley, ané were fln 71*7 driven out by the

2

Dakotahs were the Indians found in our Cbunty by the

first white settlers. ) :
Mo ,

SUBTRIBES OF THE %- tae Dakotahs, -sexgral—subtribes—probably-laew

DAXKOTAHS IN

LE SUEUR COUNTY. the—region-about—lLe—Sueure— mﬂe&\gﬂe upper-tanmon-

A v

Va_iﬂ.mwest to +he L3ye-Farth river was the huting -zrounds of the

P! '-‘.,‘ o0 LS F'

I Wahpekutes, One* o‘—ﬁmtrmmmpa}-bandssor villa, ﬁe# Was - l&e&%ﬂ& at mat
Gds-pew FaribaultdLa M4
AA L :
To—uh&%f-'r—-'md— G@&%h—-&% one—time were tnp Sissetons, with W—ad ALV
headguarters about Swan Leke (now dried up) and Traverse des Sioux in Nicollet
'\ :/(' "‘) lt‘b {‘ / L3 -7-
s+ ) County. One of taetr—ch—&ef v1llages was a¥se at Mankato, YAwn~urce = ACHEeloag
‘E",‘-i‘{'" J 2o aprl el L{(t/ J(‘\LY‘LJ . ’( /)5/’ N A r j{j([f‘y (7c“—"

ma-lgta‘:aa;\“l, a2 band of the Wahpeton Indians had a village at
1o W

L’.LL,‘k £ e a

the Little Rapids, on the west side of the river near what is now Carver.
A little farther down étream were the Indians of Chief Shakpe, a band of
the M'dewakanton, or Spirit Lake peoples, one of the most famous subtribes

in Minnesota.

RNt gl {
Butw&lrl——erf J nese ¥erions—bents—wers-mores OI less MIZratory,

j]
A e

and were probably ﬁet.-leea%eé »at ‘any one place for aa—v——léh chi-of—time,

Fhougir-we—do—Tot—mow—for Snre',‘cét is possible that all of thess subtribes

at one time had villages e»<b=nds in Le Sueur County.

CHIFF In 1805 among those present at Pike's council with
WAHKANTAHPAY

Dalikotah chiefs on what is now known as Pike's Island a
the mouth of the Minnesota was an Indian chief kmown as "Le Boucasse", or
"Le Boccasse." Thais should probably be-—written"Le Bras-Crasse,! which is

French-for The-broken-armel
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% {Taxa
i%ff —  — In a sketch of thke Indian chiefs present at Pike's council

the St. Paul Daily Democrat for May 4, 1854, has this to say of "Le Boucasse':|

"His Indian name was, I believe, Wah-kan-tsh-pay, and as late as 1825 he

was still living, at his small village of Wahpaykootans, on a lake near the

Minnesota, some five or six miles below Pralrie La Fleche, now Le Sueur."QJC L denss
il | T frminee fo Fodia nperiael T'E preas brlhen dynZl. Thrn A%|S wedy/
Wahpaykootans is just another way of spelling Wahpekutés, a Dakota subtribe. '

PYf Wahkantahpay was known also as Chief Wahkantape, or
even Chief Weakaote, but his village is somewhat in doubt. It is known
chiefly by the reports of William Keating and Giacomo Beltrami, who were with

Major Long on his expedition up the Minnesota in 1823. Wahkantapels—village

Srd L fe
 was kﬂewn by the French ag "Batture Aux Fievres," and was somewhere above

Shakopee on tne east side of the rlver. ;%c”¢7 4;”“4 ﬁi%k‘ s “< ébadqi‘f27éz;;

<

[~ \."AN " S AALLLN &

uf

In—iEOO:aeeer&ing’ﬁb Le Sueu& -heweverb-ﬁno$her Wahkantapes

i “A
presumably of the same lineage, was chief of a "Mantanton!/ village, theusht
AN

—

/

/é#§=mzan§the M'dowakenton, Spirit Lake Indla%)jtiéoma_hlsiarlans think that

Wehltantape—was—the—father-of-febashaIir—The-Wobashas—were—the-most-fanous

Indian-echiefe—in-Minnesota,.chiefs of the "Kiyuksa' band thaf later-lived

at-Winonas } I+ recoréed tna 1200-thess Thjians were &fTaid-to go
S
through the te rltorv,el tne Towgs—in-order-to-—feach-Le Susur's

v

Ll1Huiller-on BlueEarth R1% :

THE WAHPEXUTES = It is entirely possible that the Wahkantape

mentioned by Le Sueur and the Wahkantahpay of Pike ﬁere sueeessive chiefs

of the same lineage, although the first was éﬁ%d to have been a M!'dewakanton
[Ae

and the second a Wahpekute. Jusét—pPevious—to 1700 $he two closely related

subtribes ®e&h lived near each other at Mille Lacs, and were often classed

{
|
{

After the Wahpekutes separated from the M!'dewakantons and made

together.
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their hunting grounds about Faribault, the Cannon Valley, and Le Sueur
County, they seem to have gotten a bad reputation. Pike characterized them
as "The smallgést band........and the most stupid and inactive of all the

Sioux."
Major Long said in-a-simitar-vein, "This tribe has a very

bad name, being considered = lawless band of men." Later the more lawless
element of the Wahpekutes quarreled with others of their band, left them,
weclrn

and went west into the Dakotas. A remnant of theseADakota#'Wahpekutes under
Chief Inkpaduta committed some horrible massacres in southern Minnesota in
1857. Both Indians and whitcsﬁ%m,organized a man hunt for Inkpaduta, but he
was never captured.

At least the Wahpekutes had a pretty name. In English it

means "silent shooters," or "shooters in the leaves.'! The Wahpekutes around

Faribault seem to have been peaceful mmmxxix enough. In 1800 all the

] h "
B o
A~ Q

Waehpekutes probably numbered 200 warriors or 800 souiss e

a ; 1,\—U‘L. fm l{i““/f— ,'_L( f"
INDIAN Before the white men came the Dakoteh Indian led a ¥ 44/
LIFE, * lefren

———

Aderitaisiceg 1lfe. ﬁis home wasesmdy a lodge of poles and bark.ﬁ His meat was
roast;d overng»fire on a dirt floor, white—atole in the roof permitted —smoke
fo-escape. {§kin tepees were used in warnm weatheg} Stone or bone knives
were the only utensils, arrows and spears the principal weapons, skins their
-emly> clothing.

%\%raves or warriors custemarily wore a breech clothdp,
sandles, and a fur blanket. The squaws zsene¥e¥Yy wore jackets, short skirts,
a head band, & sandals. In summey/ the children wore nothing =4 alli

After the traders came in, some of the braves wore trousers
and cloth jackets. Young and old were fond of gaudy colors, bead necklaces,
and bright paints. The squaws often embroidered intricate designs on their
skirts or petticoats. Moccasins were beautifully decorated with beads and

e@edored porcupine quills,
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./' At {
An Indian brave usumlly-scormed—to do any type—ef physical

labor o= providiﬁg for the family( aside from-the cndimery hunting and fishing.

A story is told that one Le Sueur County farmer one year raised over 400 bushels
of potatoes,for which there was at the time no markets Rather than have them
tubers go to waste he offered them to a party of Indian braves that came by e

his—j-cabin.
: away with them
Bt Lhe braves would carry ‘only one potatoe each. The next
WrIATEL G
day thwﬂarby came back with their squaws, who put the potatoes in blankets,
Qund Caartierd Thus-leaded—dowr;,—the—Indians—
and susnended. them on their backs by neadbands. Bnkmxkkmmxxm&xtnxhnm

set-out-homeward. DBehind the);.sammcl‘hé& thowfide-of braves, each ome again

carrying one potatog.

Wild rice was gathered by the Ind.i.ans from several lakes in
{ ' ¥ '
Le Sueur @ouzity. Harﬁfa.gain the Sgneme- Customarily did-ald—the-work: TheM,(‘f
At O A
uwsual-method was to paddlela-’ canoésthrough the rise rice fiwslds, k.neektng yhe
hooked sticks. bed U
kernels “of-rice into the canoeh with wondmymaddkesx Sometimes the fgreen canes
\! The AAce (/\/_ﬁ.ﬂw
were—tied in bunches to keep the birds from eating aé‘-ter‘/"the kernels ripened.
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Young zix Indian girls ea#dy had to Tearn to COOh, dreaq
L2lea forv [t
furs, ahd bring in wood, for &¥l the work was Yione by the qquywq. Sloux
L
boys learned to use the bow and arrow, went hunting, Fought make-believe
‘\:4“-L //,gﬁf' 5 ’
battles, and were taught that-they-must-never give—oxprossden—te painsvil, |

- Faad oy
When a young brave wanted a wife, he had to purchase enw.
ond k

The average payment was a horse, four or five guns,Asix or eight blankets,

or a total value of around $30 to $40. 773
INDIAN :
SPORTS Among the braves atihdkebdc games such as La Crosse were not

infrequent pasi;times. La Crosse was a sort of ball game played with

\
crookt/sticks tied across the end with deer strings. The ball was elther
a round p@}ce of wood or clay covered with hide. The object was to carry

the ball beyond certain set goals. \

Sometimes entire villages partlninated £33 fr:endly La Crosse

gam®s, with two or three hundred hIdVeB on- the f1eld ot combat Those on

K

the 51delines usually bet on tHe game Just as %e often 4o on footbally’ ﬂ
A 0as s [ =t e EXST= ~‘3*“WW PRV e =

Somptimcs nronerty wxk mnrih_ihnusandshai,dollams exshangeﬁﬁkands au‘ing
a single éame.

In other ways, too, the Indians shewed-that—they werelgreat
gamblerér "Plum stones" was a game in which marked plum stones were shaken

in a bowl like dice. If tne ‘marleed ones turned up, seme stake was won.
\["

Another game was played with kernels of COTN. 1 SN

AN i v ) \ ‘

Footracing was alsa falrly commoni. And of course, there

o \ { Ls

were many rituals and a‘ncesi-——the dog,dances, fish-dances,-and-secalp
d=nees; reelsdoff to the—drone of tom toms. CThe-weird-seeip—dance was
simost—a-sort—eof-Daketa-nationzi—anthem. -Peny—Fieshts for—amusement wele—
fairly-ecommony-and often added-—bo—a—generat—hub—bub.

SUPERSTITIONS AND ANything new—or—wonderful that he couldﬁ@t

GOOD MEDICINE.
understand the Dekotah Indian callgd HWakan," and wes
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- .\(1 1
ready—to worshipl.-’t!fHe had many gods. Aay—ebject; such-=zs trees, stones,

plants, e# rivers,—essblhe sun, rein, and thunder,\might be sacred to him,
Almost every Indéen had his own particular good luck godse.

Thus dhe Dakotas called their medicine doctors "Wakan men".

1

But—they-hed two ways of doctoring the sick. One was mik by treating wounds

and illnesses with certain herbs or roots. The Inaians had learned the

medicinal value of a great many makmk nlants, a.nd o+“r,en oeaéé—brpa‘bm
eelves with good results. Mest—Indtizams preferrsdsuch—treatment:

The other method vé=dminisherinz—to—the-sieclonwas -entivedy- U
- £ Ji f'*’ A P
different, Fewpr Redmen when they became ill called jl-;p Wekan mang who
}\ < C L
was really a sort of sxofessieneal fakir, Tﬂor~a~ew§ricien+ 'oayment he :
: Qo A o) e {

{mia 'aheloe a g*ourd-—seed rattle, Wm&mﬂﬁr‘*cuslv, and, utter hg-rr&&e

b y
“noises over the natient w o M;Mo«/ha Lot ey -,Esdé-u

\'4.: £ J>*

Usuall# each qoctvr a}-so had 3‘3"?,? necual ritual of his wa=m

own. Jf-the—siele-man—died; H-ﬁ-‘fm-—siwp-]ry—tm&the* demons-responstbvle—for

Jis_sicknese—were-not—to-be-pacifiedy—If-he-Yived, of coursethe wakan=mamn
was-given the credit; D

Yhaan $
_PU_,W,,_ .._.nm‘br-""""

THE ARDUOUS LIFE. Imanefhave be»en« fﬂmed: for—thetr-outdoor-prewess

aad" powerful Dnysiaue, heve been sepposed—to-lTive_ unuewetdy-tonz. Bub

Samuel Pond, a femeus missionary te—the—baketahs at Shakopee, who knew

&.jn 'f’ (""‘"',-‘

the in&é-ms =s wpll So—any-waibe=mem , said that when it comes to long life

\ s d .
’ 'l[ll Ty I
u“‘b' M L adbenms ss—]:écem elass wlt‘l white men. — : 4 4
,Es:ﬁ# M—mmﬂvm rmi"i"‘r very good
+ fﬁ’ -

reasond. OGomstemsly ,.Jsed to the—edements, hunger, zmi cold, without amy

f A
Y L

médical care or mowleage of proper rl.,rgle'ne, theh death ratem were- hlg‘l@

B ) J i o, ——— ]
B P 9

M -»—m‘ehﬂdhoegl. Thea—white—men—brought—in-new diseasesy m small

- P O +a e g a e e ol | - ﬁ/
5 e
POX, i i i YO T
J
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Vi T .
ﬁ Ty ;Arnﬁ,gu/rtherﬂlore, they were almost conotantlv m—’che war petir
»ﬁ) ’\./ Ol _RAA_BA ar ) T o7 A o

AL AN

with the—Caivvews, As—tomer—ee—tNESE two L[riDes remained 18 nInmnmesota~ehey

were-biliop-eonemtec. If a hunting party of Dakotah encountered any
Lhippewer—hunting-soeslpe—beossme—bhe—order-of~the—hourCAPtIVEs WerTe

~Sanetimes—burned-—-at- t}aenmm«mw‘}y ; 1o o L R
| PRy P {
Lﬁ‘t.‘e*:’,ub,.nt‘loueh the government m&dw-a%-‘eem%-&e—éhe‘mﬁnea
e -t ¢ we

e whites, m—a&mtm-mar im}ui&ita%

L

S killinrrs anong t 1e In@l'ln“ themselves, %’or mpnryeat'e tbe—Redme& con—

1

tinﬁéd to nmctlce Upon thedr enemie's the-most horrlblp means of torture.
S ey oSN A Bt (AT
INFLUENCE OF THE Bafﬁﬂe thg white man breueht Ulowz and hoeg p=aid
WVHITE MEN UPON
TFE INDIANS. evenr—-afterwards, the IndianS raised very fev' crovﬁ’ M’J
| T V—-

liﬂfle corn, mmrmins, and—se%&%e-me—&be-u-t»aﬂ ”‘hm\{m would eat £+ 'j: -)(.-‘f :
pumpkins as we f,?t applesy amn.m_ng,__m—;;-l-ea,su%e. Siwld

P .:a(m‘)\ﬂ.,
After the fur trauei‘paot wnder- w&v, the ‘Indians ceme—to de-
Lo 1 A
pend” on the vvhltes Gmre and morzf bmermn‘ nel-te for food, clothet, Lgnd

—
R v‘

g 2

i G ) o B cane SC‘EI’cej the- Me-n-{s;al,.r becane—more im=

il
AR Lorr

Wlﬂt““-fmibﬁ Tt as—the-pale
Faees—didTAt one frontier pest—e—erest—mENy THdian couples were OnGE

poverished: -

seen—strolline_in the meentight ¥ Tn—awm; '(’as “they had watche6 the white

B e LAV

lﬂl&xs..d-nl m C‘}C’U wes J ™om Av'ﬁzcr 3 }11_ TeRen Wﬁwhmd_w&m}“ﬁﬂﬁ

X

'~./"1ﬂ iskey that ha.zamﬁ thelr uom:é‘ail. Grce—therta&tmmr

e R —

ef—tTem sesmed—ta. l;w@r@nly._.ker the next - &rini‘? o ey " :
(A= —

Améﬁaf‘ter the white men came' the Ivml-a.ns a.l—sa beeene ~g:::e2:‘.t.

9y, ‘ = rae WA st Waan) ,t‘ L {a Aﬂ/".‘
C, \ g Vs
' beggars_,,« ‘At mission stotlons they fr&eve?—%-i-ren—of remind img—the missionaries
(J\- 2L
that they had come to do good, Bﬂé—‘b-hepeﬁo-—q should not hesitate to share
\
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J
r \ s
v {) % 4 A 3

TXA )
oy 2 : b
A y Mt

t

their-world?y¥ Zoods. -Sometimes—ithey—threntencdthe whive-mahowhodaredsi

" furn-down their petty requests.
S0 Badb With tl}e coming of the white men everything ebeut the Indian .
LAt ? - [t LA i i
was-changed. A new empire was being built, phg=it had little use for the

ancient eulture of—bhe=Redmens




Although our Minnesote River region was che of the frist to be fully settled
by white men, actually the settlement of our state begen in the ¥alleys of

the St. Croix end the Mississippi, on the land Pike bought from the Indians

in 1805. Perheps if the military post at Forst Smnelling had not brought the
center of early settlement to St. An Falls, a very large city might have grown
up, sey at Mendota. As it was, the Twin City area became the sarly center of

population.

)

Yet through the fur traders, frontiersmen and explorers)people'héar&”bf‘the
beautiful vallsy of the j
fertile lends in the/Minnesota River xmkkey, an&i}hen came the steam bats to

hasten exploration and settlement of the upper valley, including LeS County.




Lo

CHAPTER II EARLY SETTLEMENT E

Begirminf S,

iy B AAY

P S 7 e

ALt s, Ot Ah— -e!cf«_é’;,.)

The & Settleme f Minnesota

Mississippi vallies, on the land that Pike had bought from the Indians in
1805, The Twin City area became the center of population almost immediately.
If it had not hewe- been for the Fort Snelling military reservation about

athony Falls and the mouth of the Minnesota river, a big clty might have

H

grown up at the site of Mendota. As it was,St. Paul became the first important

]
f )

I\ [
city in Minnesota. Vel | ) (A i
i Fitos,
Frome—few fur traders, frontiersmen, and e‘mlore*'s)rmeﬁ?svo" ‘,u,
dt(‘ hr Y

fertile land’g« ,;,ua beautiful vall$ *up"\ the Minnesota rimer ]

‘J..\,G ’

civitigation. ATéw : ad#en‘ums befsean to~cast m%r eyes—up—the
Pt e O ofr AT 4

I*mnesnta Valley. 4 tTHEY TaCtor cameinto— "ylav, m&.-y seeeding

€ AL " 5
up- the exploration and se of the upper Minnes f:}*a Pnlli Le Sueur Cour\t,{l

A
EARLY STEAMBOATING ON i :
A Yimnmsakaxhizky
THE MINNESOTA RIVER : :’ %
Wedde Minnesota was still very young/\s teamboat traffic was LY-ddg
g, p !
C 1 ¥
established on the Father of Waters. In 1823 The Virginia @&Iﬂe—rm:f"f'tﬂg"arﬁ‘
vy “'Jilf‘- N £ »&— o) ? y ‘)f\ e
M—iﬁnbm LQWh_o‘ the Minnesota-at Fort Snelling, was the first steam-

boat on the upper Mississippli. Somemae Aot until 1842, however, % a steamer
NN e "t g

ventured uwp the Min astonish/ the Redmen and disturt the age-old peace
- (= L

of the guiet river. That first boat was The Argo, an excursion steamer that
(* —
went only as far as Shakpe's village, o-n—t-aee—ﬂ-a:‘bv‘uﬂf-—mcrdem Sha LOpee ™ °
Frwte ) Tare wWo—d
AfLor—thet #sveral :rearf esaERTh agais bef ore,\any further

4 A
& . (RN S
navigation of the Minnesota Ri:mar) Hegular steamboat traffic was not reediy
begun until the summer of 1850,

The first vessel that year, on June 28, was anes®i®® excursion

boat, The Anthony Wayne, mimk piloted by Capt. D. Able. The Wayne had come wup

the Mississippi from St. Louis, and‘%t St. Paul) took on st:ﬁ%l:gfgay ex=

crusionists{ At Fort Snelling the beofF party was joined by a military band,




@0 It g M : i S .
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and thusprevided with music and nlenty to eat and drink &-&—-ﬁ'rr"aiﬁ:ey, nroceeded
A9 A

upstreean, on-a—-preasure—jeunt. All were eager to see the famous valley of the
r' "l ‘ | . v & *
Minnesota, e=resfeon whose beauties wﬂ-re%ﬂ-t-if}l"nni"rvaﬂ'uely enown, M&-l-:-t%l—e—

e£25Y twmwmmm ST TN Tt CoroT -

e
el e
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On that first voyage the Wayme m:a.c.e.uped no farther themr—tie
| '*73-,/1,("14 r‘f*

:.#-e—-of—A‘Carver, but she proved that the river was practical for other craft
)

than keel boats. News of her successful voyage spread like prairie fireg in

P &
ol 2 XA

dry grass, and gét—eff a competition to see which boat could go farthest.,

Two weeks later The Nominee steamed three miles farther up

4
A

t2e river with another excursion party. JNeit-to-be-ocutdone,-the-Anbheny-Weayne

| )] A Al 4 .
agadn-pointed its prow wp the river abdPut—ear—weok-later, This time the Wayne
\ o (44
wes—the-fipat—mteamtoat—to na%f‘w the oak-"f)ve*ed blu..fs of Le Sueur uounty, f”'»&* ) Wt
\a.n.d.ér.ke»t ge-mb D.GM\?"&*‘“WWO.

:?":'5 The Yankee, aet—teoeimy
THE YANKEE AWithin a week another boat, m@aem-mm determined

v L f\ [ T, WA wTh
) [ "itc‘o outdo them all. A-s—be&-yf.—bh—im&l é?f’excursion) mlﬂ:—rmm \

sima-aiso

=

'-‘ v A 1- )R ! ¥ ' | o)
1 g P B ,\-.r‘ f

gayly-dressed women weee aboard, Qa the second nloht out ‘s-he:ze weﬁ—daﬁe&ng—an_ \:
o PyPpeT -

- 5 " méﬁlt"’“‘t‘
S bhem back to the boat.

s
Before- sunrise on the third aay the Yankee passed a marker sb&':ed""
2 ———— -

.

AL
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i5te fie nan,t-m--bh&w% the Anthony \,avnen Bk

/)

[}

“jubitatteon—en—board—iren, No-—cr*he“ beaﬂm%mmmm
»ive™t™ Thet night then();l;ria{é’fé‘a a little above the site of Judson in Blue

Rarth Countyy PR~ .- G

“éut the temperature was about 1040., Clouds of mosquitoes made

sleep almost impossiblej the crew was worn out, and there was sieme—shortage—in




PJIL faad supy \'lios..—-.kad-.(;o the next morning plans were changed, and the stea.mex;
L\J;A al, ot - 7_ 2
headed-aboutT so-im_na——ﬁa-r-b}-rer—m&n the mouth of the Co*tonwood river, -#hey—

Tt

heekpmeee&ed—about 300 miles mosteeam? but—insectz pasts and hot weathew

finally conguered. their spirits,

rDbegause the white men had cut wood from\t;lpir lands) sz"a Jacuy ihgm
}" ﬁ/u‘-— i L«—‘-C

em, whiskey., /fhe Redmen \

they did no§ own,---because »t_this time, of course, all the Minneso

still belonked to the Indians.

After ke 1850 .i.,pambou,ts on the Minnesota ri\reﬂ became ﬂa—rﬂ-y Conia

eemman m Lﬁ&?ly--&};“ thn nro*unent 'oeoole of the ITL.nPsote;T
d_ Ve
territory and meay eastern visitors tWamﬂm churlﬂon m

\ o l / / 2 = ﬂﬁwl'ch\ﬁw r—‘\:—i"“‘- =

-L.x__L Ab i) - i
Suf!)iviﬁuﬁliﬁttyfume&aﬂeﬂ-&&&-an(nasslbllitxes effsettlement amdv” =

sttt .A

$o=-bring. raboutwsm agreesent with fhe fndzans*

INDIAN At Traverse des Sioux just across the river from Le Sueur County,
TREATIES

WMM
and sdeo at Hendota}waﬁ'negotiated the famous treaties of 1851 with

the Dakotah Indians. By these pacts all the Minnesota territory west of the
lississippi was opened to settlement.'
7 In exchange for all these lands the Indians were to receive

a cash payment and grants of money. Only a strip ten miles on each side of the
tpper Minnesota river commencing in the vicinity of New Ulm and extending to
the Yellow Medicine river was reserved for the Indians. ; : E—

A few of the chiefs were opposfed to the treaty, ,buu ettt
~could-net—swem—e conceive of fenced in farms and villages, or land used for any

purpose other than iosuppevt—wild—sgeme for hunting. They did not -sesmtmr




understand that it would evesnbusidy mean_ thelir cemplete exile from the land of

’“"'"‘eg o)
their ancestors. L‘?V were \{iuerested\eﬁ-l-y in the immediate nayments s

e ————

i ‘
porhaps the bright colored blankets, trinkets, and "fire water' that they cou.ldl. T

o
Bea
N

@y with thelr Amoney.
The treaties were ratified in their final form in 1853, and

Af
until thed=yemr did the Indimns really movef out. Their departure fes-bthe

p—y

4 e {™
reope¥vertivn then was in a sense voluntary, But most of them left sorrowfuily,
A NEW ERA To the white men the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux was vastly

important, an event that was to change the compl@xion of the entire valley.

Now they were free to come in and settle, E&—e—id;i&g—e-u-t the ﬁh&l&eﬂf‘ lands thet

Wﬁéﬁa Thp fur trader ¢age was passing. A new kind of frontiersman

oAe ~)

was % L&vO thp w1ldemass. : ] S sy, 1A }/

W b (7

M‘{ Zo : Syt «f‘r( g
rr‘heP““new«plcmeezc's were—uterested—in es tabllsntﬂgm, stores, :
W b /l\w

!5!:!( iy 5 annd WLM oesned | STA v Jecd W‘
endtownn., They wanted toJ:m'g -iﬁwwes WMMM——J—

A <

Y

Easterners had begin to =i i i and soon ether TEL

/I j Nt naw _‘

peoples from foreign 1ands me—-tro come too. Ylh-i-é-e-settlers w%smo—%e-
’ A Lo o Aot

sw&mhg un the river, ma-iﬂb into Le Sueur Cmmty, Emikkdingxetkdmxxank setting

=y

the plow to virgin soil, hewing farms out of the woeds, building cities and

villages. %
3 - S — -"-“"4 - \
THE FIRST SETTLERS ' The man who does Yedething first, wﬁbu&a&i—l—y—g&—&vﬂnv‘ g
IN LE SUEUR COUNTY e I
in ht‘stw ‘and-eften—it—ts- d‘e"erv*e&—imor‘cah't e ere
A f;.) [s WP
quick—%e ask, "Who was the first Settler in Le Sueur County?" But it is dieftoutt

to answer such a question m-tham_ak.shadowmnf doubt. Few of the pioneers reft
B L2 ", - =

4 QAN TNty

any records.o¥ kent}\accurate accoqm; of their deé-ngs They had mere-Bressddg.

QA i
smatievs—bo—attend toif- ,tne{f——we-pe to gain a foothold in the new land.

KASOTA At least we know for sure that the first settlements w‘aéva.long
the river valley, at Le Sueur, Kasota, and Ottawa. Reuben Butters, for many

years the oldest inhabitant in the upper Minnesota Valley, claims to have been




Ingert on page 25.

Insert D.

village was then within
When Babcock platted Kasota the tomsirkprwa s < themxaxmae kxaf
(Pabcnecit
Blue Earth County/ territory. e was instrumentsl in having Kasota made a

part of Le Sueur County in 1855, hoping to have it made the county seat.
One half of the former Kasota township remained in Blue Earth Ceunty, and

the other half became part of Le Sueur -’_‘-»\.un’g‘*z, Babcook s A¥Ean- - aving-

L g e

Kasota vxllaga made the Oou.nty seat nevef¥ took forms

pY’ oy
Yery probablv the T J..s're of St. Peter just across the rlver
{

kept Kasota Trom gmwtng-mw the city it might have,.«v’éen. St. Peter had

the adyantage of being near the site of the famous old Traverse des Sioux

QAL

trading post, kmown _throughout Minnfsot‘a kmd the Northwest, The—wistom—of

townsite foundzers f-r-equen—t}y mus - zgozxx Dolay-secand. nddle to economic
and geog,/a,nhic factors. From an early portrait of Babcock one assumes that

he vés ¥RXYxkax a handsome man 8858 of striking appearance.




Insert--==

in 1853
{innesota wrl\ﬁho&ﬁ

M

In an eewiy account of a voyage up the !

ti:e steamer West Newton we find the following 1m§eéhnf—aecmmt aFf Kasota:
P

"A few miles farther up, we passed Babecock's landing, and presently the place
where Kasota is to be. We understand Mg. Babcock has his sawmill in fine order and
running, and that houses are forthwith to be built in Kasota with lumber there-
froMesesseess(the mill) is termed an over-shot wheel and muley saw---which is
rapping away in fine style at the rate of 8000 or 9000 feet a day, with some 500
logs on the ground, ready for a brisk summer's business. Basswood, and different
varieties of oak, huge cottonwood, plenty of b2ack and white walnut, with hathberry
and ash, are his principal timber, and there's plenty of it,."

The description ef-the-new—bewn continues : : : M. ieathn
new town of Kah-so-tah has just been laid out, on a most beautiful site; and as
it commands an extensive back country, with convenience of access to it, and
facilities for a fine ferry, and the best point I lmow of for a bridge in case the
railroad firom Dubuque should ever come in this dxmx direction. I think it will
grow into a town of some importance equal to Le Sueur, below it,eeeeceeeoolts
convenience to Babcock'!s mill will facilitiate its grow e difficulty of
obtaining lumber is the most serious drawback generally experienced by new towns
in their early starting........We understand also that some eight or ten of the
Northampton colony have settled in the vicinity of Kasota, and are much pleased

the country."

ists emigrated Bhe=Fronn )

The colonf referred to mams, from Northampton, Mass. , %k had been

s \ b
organized by the Minnesota Claim Association, 1 as to settle Minnesota as a
G.t st Pc L..L D= AL LAY t

unit, but on their &TTLV@l broke uﬂ 1ncte 6 1ﬁto geveral sm&i}—%nﬁTvS One of

: { : i —d ——
these came to Kasota. i] B ik JI/ %

S

R
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- J
dispute later r arose over the ownership of

Lu#uf
Le Sueur City property, due to Thompson's forced expulsion. Those #hrat came
into the Minnesota Valley before the land was legally open to settlement were
N 1
sometimes called "Sooners.! The sooners had to rely on public sentiment to
protect their interests, and often asserted their rights through newspaper
announcements,
Exactly such methods were resorted to by J. E. Christy. TFor more

than two months from May 14, 1853 he ran the following notice in the Weekly

Minnesotdan :

"In February, 1852, Henry M'Lean and myself came to Le Sueur for

the purpose of engaging in the Indian Trede. A Land Claim was made by us Jjointly
for thexpm that purpose.. The trading was abandoned, and he (M'Lean) left-—-never
made any improvements, nor expended any money thereon, nor has he ever had nosseskwu
of =xz#t said property.

On the other hand, I have resided on the claim at Le Sueur; held
possession of the property both before and since the ratification of the treaty;
have expended my means in improvements, and consider that according to all rules
of Claim Associations, my right is singly and indisputably go whi I shall
maintdin to the last, as well in resisting encroachments, as defending my rights.

f
J+ E. Christy, Le Sueur.




,7,‘? RS ‘ =
one of the first three white men to-come to Le Sueur County as—sedéders, Dutiers

y -
~

was a Yankee born in Maine in 1816J A#éu}Jqunuhmieqyw&n-a gtore, -and—continued
rlﬂ | 4¥ Iy
[ R 4 |
in-a simnilev-dine—eof-work—till -goming to. Minnesota in 1801,

Wﬂﬂ'f he—eheoge ;.1': Sty ‘CQW“ Lo-not- 'W%M“‘bﬁ&“f%-ﬂﬁw
{ &y i /
! Sleive come up tAP river by steamboat. Two otner men, George W. lhomnson[/and
ot L L

James Lindsey, were with him., They brought w&th—%hen—a auentidy- 0? Lumber; and
that fall built a one-story house, the first board house in our Gountq} I y=w=e

on the site of \asota They—were probably 50 miles from the nearest white settler.

Butter's claim to be the first man on the site of Kasota is
sometimes disputed, J. W. Babcock is seté~to have abso been here in 1851. It

is p -robable Babcock and Butters came about the same time. Babcock hxd—eperebed

@r y across the river to St Peter.\at in—38%5 built the first sawmill in

Le Sueur Com‘;‘c,;\;wm m/jﬁf/W ¢

Lo / g . a
Suiisimiver Babcock was tne first to develou the handsome pink building
e
stone known as "Xasota stone." He became known as the "father"! of Kasota emd its

st;;}\gggfzxé}ndustrv, aq% in 1854 he had the townsite surveyed and platted.

i S T
= 5
Bngfffz,// The first hotel in Kasota was the "Old Nick" house, a log structure

with a frame addition. Here #ke—seeend -Babcock was born, who was to carry on
\\5\ ‘& k

the stone quarry industry in his father's footsbé ns.P\Hllling also early became
'\'r,_v,7
important he@e utiligine dheT‘UOWar o grind the ggeinﬂte-flour. The Kasota
one of
Mill completed in 1868 was at one time mx3¥md the most complete water milly gin

the Btate. Its water wheel measured 24 feet from top to bottom.
> [ Stmsv Lindiery Moot avty fromn NavoZo im /F355
AJ Of the three first pioneers in Kasota, Reuben Butters was the

only one to remain there permanently, becoming an influential man in the Minnesota
Valley. He was a membér of the first State legislature, and served seven terms.

He was also County Bommissioner and held several other public offices.
L{AA/H—L:‘;’, .L'»(_&.Cy ,ﬁ'r—rqj ,f—wJ&JD'E—Z‘L i AR A/W/Z W
’ér‘:"\ﬁ Ml\ }, ét»tV(L ﬁr-—v‘v F e Zé‘—ddﬁ% {‘/&*M[—m
)/p{,(l AL, = ’L‘—‘—‘L 1 P e L ;
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Page 26.

THE CITY OF
LE SUEUR.,
LTS e e B LA AT A B Fhe winter -ef -
PR s P |
1851=-52_%hey_spept together ,bami;h February aaccteﬁ a 105 house aownstrnam,*“”
: (7§32 )
the first house in Le Sueur. That sprinnghompson went to the new location and
‘(i <
took a claim. This claim}'the first on the site of moderg Le Sueur, W&G’éﬁ‘&ﬁ?
‘r‘g/q‘f;{ VA, | A ne Y,
1A A ‘ t Ut Al ¢
aTeE—tHEt- oW 1HcLudes—the Minnesota Vallay Canning  Company, Thamglmgnme

. )
AN b "x"‘

X ,
resic—to—suwppose that Le Sueur camped in-dhe—seme—wicinity when he came up ther

4

river in 1700.

ed
}ef)%w time Thompgson ¥mmk out his claim, the Treaty of

@0
Traverse des Sioux had not yet gone into effect, s#d he had no legal rights £ Bl

his—Zlaimy Boon after“hée—eemgéﬁg5 three other men arrived on-the—seone—amd 1

wanted the site for themselves. They were Henry McClean, John Christy, and
Aty T yu

John Cathecart, whe ogme avmed -whbh-o government license to trade with the

Indians in that territory).

S

Q\gﬁmbe»Indian\tr ders erec¢ted their own log house and forceﬂ.t
Thompson to vacate. CMmF;éfsion sayq +Ha+7£hi: loz—huuse was the firs£ﬂaé
Le Sueur. g;t‘m;gy of the town records were destroyed by fire in 1866, amd-

ot ;ilfo;w£ée E;;fsfr@gﬂrdtn; ;?Ti#étUWMFﬂTg&B4;a£i;a~a£G‘ihexﬂlaramaﬂallable.

p

Thompson made the-best—ef the situation and wetl ‘about a mile

upstream, where-hv\giiﬁ?i out another claim, { “The loe house whiel he built there

.

was ffor mdnj yearskgvlgggpﬁgk, X

In June)cf—lSSB)J. M. Farmer, James Kern, and Alexander Ray
came into the new country and purchased two thirds interest in Thompson's claim.
Phwmxkiw They then laid out a village and called it Le Sueur.

In the meantime the three Indian treoerv oawnsuream had also
surveyed their plet of land for a town and xaikx& ;4k£mlse ChOaG they name

Le Sueur. But the developers of Thompson's claim got bhe—ﬂﬁﬂ?"ﬁn their rivals
Y

>0

by éé%ting their town recorded in the official records, gad the McClean-Christy
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In the &aﬁeyacccun‘q\r@iw-reé—%e—abcve-&nudescribing Hoootea™
seeotnt p/e/Lvre
a wimiler dexErimiSem of Le Sueur: "We journey along finely, and are

)

3 1
|

Le Sueur City. This beautiful and eligible town site we have freqeuntly
to during the past months, and right glad were we to approach it, now

M

has donned the habiliments of civilized life and business. It is a place

that must ever gladden the eye of the traveler as he passes from the thick and

monotonous foliage of the 'Big Woods! which skirts either side of the river

. ) £
i |

or

miles and miles below. Le Sueur again comes out to the river's bank after we

& bend of bottom land of a mile or two in extent. It is only % ha. a mile,

however, across the prairie from the lowe the upper landing, and eventually

the extremes, like the upper and lower ends : 7 meet, forming one

continuous town. Both landings exhibit the most encouraging si

jgs of progress

\

and business amf¥ek activity. Settlers are rapidly taking up good farming ¢¢

in the vicinity; all going to show that Le Sueur has a 'sure thing! of

becoming a place of note."




Insert 0. Page 27.

Do il ol N JAL , A .

‘;ﬁﬁg%her early bl “furtnar“Iﬁf5?é§¥£;g
reference. to the-buddinz-village: "At the head of the Big Woods is La Sueur,
a place which the capital and enterprize of merchants in St. Paul have already
made attractive; situated on a slope rising gradually from the shore, in the

s o
midst of f a fertile and lovely country." -Shat the enterprize of St.
»J" A

Paul hadrbeen resnonsible for making Le—Sucu# attractive, however, would probably

have been murh—regﬁﬁfét by the early citizensb{ “ AN A

_Here is-sbit) ANOTHEF Comparisont "ITHe town s “eituated on a
sloping prairie gradually risihg from-the river, not ver&~unlike the site of ~
Peorie;~I1T116Ts. "

ktxowextinex
AWMe,t}n 1854, it was proposed-by a group of German
colonists fb\fggzd a settlement just across the river from Le Sueur. The
~.

colonization society Bﬂnt out scouts from Chicago to seek a suitable site to

e Zlle
istaﬁz#%’and the first locatian nrooosed was that directly opposite Le Sueur.

But in the end the Germans did not SQem to be satisfied with this choice, and

M{
went on up the wiver to the mouth of the Gattonwood river, where they founded

the flourisgjiillage of New Ulm.

It is probable that if the German colonidtg had followed their
original intention and located across the river from Le Sueurva'rivalry would
have sprimg up that would have imfixbakikxpiaxes been injurious to Le Sueure.

By such chance circumstances the procession of history is often shaped.




‘5\ N
outfit changed the name of their town to Le Sueur City.
Not content with two Le Sueurs, another group of pioneers laid
out a third townsite between the first two and called it Middle Le Sueur. This
v\"&.\uﬂ, LA O

Ao H 5
third attempt did not bresper so well, but for many years a keen rivalry esmieted

between upper and lower Le Sueur.

gf—Fe—Sueur—City,tuwe—to—Thomps
united, and £rem—then—en grew up as one Eikyx town.

Qyéiwuﬂér ) T ;i;mpson, the founder of Le Sueur, did not remain long in our
County. About 1854 he went to St. Anthony, and the next winteg was accidentally
shot im=theJpime—woeds. Mc Lean, Christy, and Cathcart =%t left in the later
fifties; Christy was killed by Indians in Nebraska, and Cathcart deet in-his
i&fe=n the Civil War, Only Butters and J. M. Farmer were still in Le Sueur

County three decades later.

In a letter written 1893, a J. H. Swan relates that he and his
brother, WW. Swan, and cousin, Otis Young, ceme to Le Sueur in April, 1851.
Historians have thought it more probable that this date was supposed to be 1852

It seems we may safely assume t—an that Kasota was the first point of
) 3 f

Z?~ qettlement in Le Sueur County, closely followed by the city of Le Sueur.
ﬁgm -~ ——

G ¢
EARLY GROWTH 4h%ugiﬁﬂher early settlerf at Le Sueur was Patrick
Jﬂf OF LE SUEUR,

Cantwell, who came here in the-enrlng}of 1852 when there was only

one shanty on the village site. Patrick Cantwell and his brother Henry operated
& simple saw mill that made lumber for the buildings thet—erew—ww in Le Sueur.
In 1853 George Risedorph took a claim near here and onerated the

first hotel business in the new town. OContinuing the—i:a&;i&an—ef doing thlngs

{ .
A

-0 S

By et -
&7 thepe—semes, mm K., K. Peck and Ira Myrick followed—his—lesd—seme afterwardd

-e=é built two other hotels in Le Sueur. They did a prosperous business, as (:;LL

speculators, promotors, homeseekers, and steamboat crews were constantly

} \2’4‘1« gy % /(fé;; (;;S'W 1 WW/A&/WM (c»\’
stopping at the village. Ligg‘[ g 23 Aoprrns vrne irielid funT in Fame B
LWHAJZ{ The 'M—”Py L e gan - v——z,f-yu;‘-/z’q P trete of /- fu&.‘_,\_ :,“ /j & 7 M,Zéh 72‘_“
popr LA il ZM . /VKZ@ 2 i/((—cém /Ltfcuc TS e g, | s /( - /f;’)r '2 ATy
Ml;g,.-,(,.{ A?’ Jtee 5% Bk PNl @ Moievnirie s T 4";7/»4 5 Voo o ;

~




Insert on page 28

The first wedding in Le Sueur is said to have been that of a
couple who were among a figtboat load of German immigrants who got frozen into

the river below Le Sueur. fhg settlers of Le suéur took them in, amd they

rd

remained all winter.

./’

The bride and groow weri/xﬁpnosed to have been_engaged—for 17

s \
years, butb 5§‘thamgxgqm“had beeng,%gzaber'in the German army, they had not

been able to wed hefors. i -;ﬁgiﬁél‘i\ame)tha couple decided the—time=hmi—come-
end twﬁ; netwalt “agy l(yijg/er.
Esanmin«thnsiyé%ys;iit’seem;;~what-th9'ﬁriaé'ﬁbfe Was & matter.
.of prime_interest. The agé;unt{ tﬁ;éthQe\como,down to us say this first bride
in Le Sueur wore a linqa;skirt, cotton stockings;=g calico waist, a white

handkerchief folded around her neck and shoulders, én@ daintily carved wooden

shoes made for the oceasione.




Page 28.

/ A AANNAST
Among the first eniesewises in Le Sueur, today the largest city

i

in our County, were several stores, a blacksmith shop, wagon werks, and a cooper

shop. The first hardware store was operated by Charles Sheffler, W. H. Patten
early merchant and later a State legislator, came here in 1854 H. C. Smith,

enother mr merchant, came in 1855, Ay W Stare s Ke e //7 )'7W ol

XK. K. Peck, appointed the first postmaster of Le Sueur in 1853,
was also the first postmaster in the County. His daughter, Mary Le Sueur Peck,

- eVl g e z Ll
was the first white child born in Le Sueur Coun;g. Fhe forel loeZoes was w 1
. = } - - £ g’

o~ alt b The Noctt 4 CF O3 et Yook ly Hove
%;;dyvj/%‘~"g¥’ﬁ~—- ~ Among “other notable flﬂurev\.e should mention George M. Tousley,

Z fw

. \er 3
s ferryman, landowner, sheriff, and C. M. Cosgrcve}z Cosgrove was founder of

-

the Minnesota Valley Canning Compaay, and later was called "Le Sueur's greatest

citizen," (f/uu std 7M7 Lose Bl ate ol /355 s Sowdec

Al 7 W!.JLL»(;LW L _J_f) SM&W

SEEBANWA

Kasota and Le Sueur, then, were the first points of settlement
Gt—
in our County. Both towns ttarmxthe&rucfigih”%ﬁ=ahbﬁmr:hnﬁrrniefwto the

the great rush of immigration..an.influx of seitilews.that turned our County

from a wilderness to & populated country-side in a few short years,

j\h( A :,"". 2’ '\ ) f

ﬁ@fore ve EX reem of Hu‘t‘mr %Pttlennntf we et L
{)\\‘-Y’A‘({ 4 Th et ,L’\»!,. < "\-}-'Jl.l"“‘

eﬂ&ﬁiﬁ#—bféeit“—%“e~iﬁéﬁ£tﬁvntS to‘irwn?rvtiun 5de:ﬂ0 aese¥+bo our County as

ﬁ@i%gntilems found ite.
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CHAPTER III. EARLY SETTLEMENT ERA.

Inducements to Immigration and Hatural Setting.

-

THE LAND By the time the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux had been ratified
CR.AZE. O AA ’ ks . :
in 185$)town sites had been staked out =}l along the Minnesota

Valley for-hundreds—ofmites. From the riverséée)land—seekers pushed inland,
s [ N 4
end a half dozen years later-ali-parts of Le Sueur County had received its

of settlers.

At first a—sreat uea7 of the land was @rabbed wp by real eatate

. e

‘ . ‘ ‘ ‘ o
sweculatori) Menmbecamaudrunk with_the ides -of-land speculation. Ths "taunsita

lso—flou &d, and many villages were founded by men who had no intention

of living on the land. o
‘ o Wt | allA
Cheap lands lured the Eastern/emd fuiBien immigrahh. By the

"Pre—-emption Act" a settler could take a claim to 160 acres of land by merely
driving stakes around his plot and plowing a little ground. When he was able he

could "prove up"{by paying 21,25 an acre, snﬁ 19coma owner of the landl The best
/ ¢ < L% é 2
el

=t b2 » ) Y L =y »
land wes naturallx—snetehed—we by those who got there first, and desixable At - T -

cladme s0ld for anywhere from $200 to $2000.

\,—". i (‘ﬁ‘ \4S 1 U g e
Iﬁz&&ﬁ? - financlul panic peielzed—th : " speculation for
%

a time, and mwn, ah@@e;a+a+s were forced to get out on their claims and raise
s at S b bee ., b /sy
corn to keep alive. After that the elaidmante—were more often pwespeetive fermers

.,7-

e

n 2. [+ ¥ ¢
who actually inmtermded to zEkxmmx auay on tha~banﬂ and—setble—down,

§
|

In the early days land wasYGQ#exnhaJ@—%engét. Government land

Yt B

WAAL Y L
grants to schools, railradds, and war vntersns m&feéwazaiizbi51zr1:‘§§ng. In

1862 The Homestead Act was passed E b;eah:ah an immigrant could get land merely

(T
by living on the a:oﬁerty and paying a small fee.
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CLAIM mﬂ%—ﬁfghe se transactions tosk-leee—et—o TENTTEILY locoted—
JUMBING

govermaent land office.. Ordinarily the immigrant would chose his

plece o;f‘ land Bn 2 map at the land office and then-ee‘t“ti‘v—dmm But sometimes

'y

he toalr_a...,ma of- settling on the land first without filing h»i:s‘ claim at-—the

land offiees This was cu.lled § "squatting.® £ f

{ In the ﬁ&é—ﬂé—;émﬁle for the best farm lands and fewvewsbieo

A * L4 ,", ¢ M -
e {
building sites one squatter would sometimes drive another aa-t or-smezk—in
" 4y

while the Crt*’mer was away. This was called clalm Junnlw Qs

C:‘Y;, infrequently elaim—-}mmg led to F% fights.
Laims were steked out by merely bmldn;g a sm’mtv or Breaking a furrow\gf

\w \ “f e { /
soil. ins,‘gancgs ’(:11 \"(Ja, 1ns“ Jub uvo were onlw an armful of sticke,
1L 6%Rer) lnsgancys ol ,

o L L\ 9
THE IMMIGRANTS TO Who were thejnemly-anpizing immigranti Where did they
LE SUEUR COUNTY.

come from, and why did they come? The answer te-bint
gueesilen could be mmde 2 long story. Tha/ks&‘-';ﬁm:e M nearly every nationality
k.

£rewp and %Bﬂescﬂtedwnaup}:y every walk of life. A= Le Sueur County F\vs«ar--lﬂw:'v-e
2 shopkeeperg

recvr&e of settlers ‘F-Pes-". such withedey differem#f‘)trac es as Rarmimg and vmﬂlers{,

gunsmithg (

gxExsmxkerx and clergym@n, dressmaker# and minerdﬁdi‘l: AR

—4Z/

- ¢ - ¥ 3
Il‘i—--ﬂi'itp of the ek y .La.uG SPETTITT ton 2o O a YT *tr}—xam;
\lxqu&.‘ Ctmmtr AT #oa o = — 4 vt "’\JL’[

Zehe majority of—immierambs-were interested Oﬁl" in-getting out on the laniﬁnd
settiineg domv—Host—of—themr Tad pulled U Ttaker-and—ventured-Lfar-froi-bhoir

‘\old homes,.and-bire-sewrest Way for most of them to make a living was to wrest it

from-the s61l,

the first settless were slwags many Yankees from the
v

Fastern UnitedStates, and closyb/following them, German and Irish immigran

L]
¥ 4
iter other Europig;n/elernents came in, mm&iﬁ{esneciallyfw/é?rtm—f

JPohemians and Seéndinavians, Many of these foreign immigrants knew no

other life than farming.

<Today foreign immigration to the United States, of course,; has

‘\ AW,
AL F\’v LA

/A
/1
\/
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{
\ practically ceased under restrictive immigration lawe, and a new generation of

ngtive born is growing up, leaving fewer and fewer of the original immigrants.

In Le Sueur County today only about 8 percent of the population is foreign born,

|
|

represented in immigration ;I(t‘d,
X The predominating nationalities kha:kxmn to Le Sueur County ﬁ CLa

\ Al
\ the ninth lowest average in the State;hg_n\

\

were the German, Bohemian (or Slav), and British. German immigration was &ee

the heaviest to the United States as a whole in the nineteenth c:en‘cury; A—Fived

f . iy

GERMAN lth&@emm_migmtmeﬁc&imwamﬁmntmmm‘-in-‘

IMMIGRAT ION A
eluded-many-iberala-—endpolItICal Terugeery fTleeing the—mx comtry

aiver the revoluations of 1830-and—3846+ e

e o - ¢4
u”ln.l(i\ LA

I.a-t-er.in thQQ"EOs Geman mmigratior to America became—a—rezular |

Fr—— k
gﬁé;éggﬁh Small farmers, tradesmen, and day laborers all flocked to Amerivgkgx

e Wap <A { r° "f v (g s vw‘-m{*“""”"’ AphamE
g-menar_paatm:.. \to improvd their living cond 1tlonc, ’.Php 1H-Pe e—ﬁ-@heam laad,
abacati1liec o d ”'-,:.v/,)/‘t()/»f"/ f"A/u:’f,_-, W U=V /B
. : f-}*ctrd-of- 1 —mmec, emd letters from I"ri,ands a.lreai a:b—rqa:c had &
l P, 9 : ‘ ((1:,,} tf’t &A7h é (L( VBN L{f,cA e o
t:celrendeue dramng ‘b‘ower. Tﬁl-s—was-.tne»inuﬁtgmtton-most' important—to_Minnesota.

’

-1f the-(German government—had-not—tried-kmx-desparatelyto keep its people at

heme, the Germen immigration might have been—stili-heavier:

BOHEMIAN The Bonpm;ans, fro“ a nroance @f Czechoslavakia, are another

IMMIGRATION Rec),lp wlic & '
ele_!ﬁ_en&._n;:gmlhegt in settlnlg Le Sueur Commty,,esmacially—i—n——t-hﬁu__.

mt.xanﬁ.abau.t_tm_af New.Prague, , f@ﬁeﬁgh-cleeeiv—fe-}ﬁeé-—te—ﬁﬂe—%}m;—w

L:u

the Sizvic
. (4.,«r‘w'jr' g s X J/,\A."r
A For 1-aﬂa—erfxe the Boimmans had been Gerﬂ&n-l-zed but still a—s-m-red. oo
A A o gy lvf(gw. i \
40 Ireedom, ?In 1848 wh-ah-all—-ﬁa#ena_ms_u_hma.l tqev Am-}-}'y rose—aw in
v\’ LANJ
rebellion. 3But the Pan-Slaviec revolt was cfve&iy;suppinsaad by Austrian troops,
h Brvrs—ttns Gl

_amr many exiles fled to America. Gthey Bohemians came, for religious freedom, %4u W

1
,?-«m e

P m—thugrlauuml zisurmts ¢ame to seelkhigher-atandarde—of-Tiving.

\
’
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L di : o
OT-iEd i ”/‘fz Lm Zo /QW’L/’I- Ao LozT J {2;1/‘42;;/14{/" ‘,‘) W"’j Srn - &
IMMIGRANTS. ~— $

In general)eeeﬁe-mé-e—cavs-es overshadowed—atlother

/] o uly ef p

e Wr A & ™ o 5 !
motives—of immigration, This is true also of the British and Scandinaviam, m":*-r
g .

are) nut o9 Yy Maccn " Cone/ reesman—ae ")y, aL’ ‘
importent in Le Sueur County. OF <o Ir1s;.‘ however, ”)Ollthal Wesswn w&s-
all % /{*‘ 1 4 o €A

a——een:.u.buimg_jmm and {2OnE ] the—Se&né-i-ﬂ'ﬂn}aas[were ar—g-rea%—manv na turaldbcm—’—

S (. Brataan, ey s-i-g:ri*f—mt &0 Lan ﬁfr-/v’ Ay A=
adventurers. ®h Swedma o;l-emt s mpmttamt Minnesota a-s--e—-ne&e and in

nearby Nicollet Comty is relatively mrrmm'nt M%Sueu-}»-caaaﬂv The greatest

numbers reside in Kasota and the city of LeBueur. \ %0
WOPIVER e
CONDITIONS OF IMMIGRATION During the Minneseota settlement period a common
AND THE SPIRIT OF TH .
IMMIGRANT, characteristic of immigration was the largze I'il”“l‘ﬁtl(\n

of family g -roups,f,« In—the-1Est—30 Jears single nersons have come in a gxx much
e )|
- Bog s LA i
greater proport ion. ’ S P \
- LY s A .
Sperass P Foans
~Nany m foreign, famlld:e were exploited and duped because

Al (A ol o f

than 0wl il s . e fureidet ..
of—-ihair mnomme-nef our lanmuag,e. m reached Minnesota they had

h reaal, { { el Nl el B g

ﬁwa.ved BARY stawe-]es. Rromtwn-&&e%s; tr&momttwcmnras,
and-port—sheries—all~Wwere glad to take the immigrants! money in Feturn faxr,
~BXXX. . . .eXagerated PTOMicesy
Until the sixties the railrocad ended in Illinois, near the

Mississippi river, and from there the immigrants ceme wp to Minnesota by
et | e d - X
steamboat. A—Ffew—jourmeyed inland by prairie schooners, aii_.larg;:» wagons with a
\
e~ Ao
covered ,tent=like ton.k Ten or fifteen niles a dav was tie Average Jjovrney—by
over Tus Larda Lo
-aa:.:e.te.d.-wag&n, c— d%n&erous,.,«-l—f-rrcui-t t ” T o

¥ { Le L
< > >0 1ry? Ly ' € ¥ |

-

o 7&3 L '\,cg o Yl ; ‘ : : A
¥e movement of heoules zreat as the rush from Europe to

v udan_ /)szj,
beenrrecoTded bEfoTe—imhistery.. Whethes-ire—reatized—it—or-not, tnel
‘ 7

ST PO D"’u’_(é o LA, £ ), A= ,‘—‘M %
emiwremt who lefttiele native land cart-e nonconfomist%) xErxwa sy
’T,» T L ('. Q HM\_/C—- Am\‘( i
\other *.'oris -he—waar-no., content mmm and ways
} =~ 0O II\..P‘ ANE o b»~c’;/¥-“”>‘ . g ).—L- . ey

of -tﬁrrrﬁ-h-r of—his—gountryuen, 4and—se—in coming to A:ler‘ca, &ﬁd—;—iﬁaﬁv t0

L ' ’
Ty e A o halp ornddy o)

\

—= OAE

t
Minnesota and Le Sueur County, h-e—crnst'gf—*m a new 1and e%—-l—i'b'ﬂ'rai:—*rfte*s—"nd—-

K t S r(vi' \

S F
—few—piincirincwsan new Femdsbedh in "ﬁutlﬂ{’: and soirlt. 5
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e - 0{.

NATURAL The best W richest -rs':m% naturally 2z
SETTING b dpiir— - ’t"; 35 OArtl Ayl T LA R R IA

\ ~stbreeted the most mamts”wvérmw

86 14 Buaur muntk,r% w=blre—prospeTt T EE ey

The chief resources of this region were timber, rich soil, building
Nt e ) AAA (
1 N Bty gt
stones, and brick clay, Anove-—all the fir=t immigrants were seeking e farm
1 0 ”‘ Lo ' o "' ¥ o oA Thaoni livema

-

lund*, a.nd thﬂg}l—-a—(-}u‘&é.awﬁﬂl“ . althougq nPdI‘I.V all of the Gﬂvmtv was ez\.-ee/\cov\.l.,a_

% m“ﬂ‘) f { G’,A.J )\/U «lu; u AL
by-erw&e Browt o-F‘ tdmtmy. The fi‘rst qettleru W the vreau western

"

\\ v

prairies wemg wmsuited to farming, and prefered to ews t'h'eir fields owt—ef the

a L‘\.v\:-..': Rhe 4 g e
FOTrestis.

THE BIG WOODS The heavy forests that covered this region were known as

the "Big Woods." These woods were a southern lobe of the great wooded region of
LW S

Canada, a,n{ a-m about 166 miles nortfl and south and 40 to 50 miles wide. The
ANEALS O o coerentent Lo h

trees of this forest, wedike tho. e of Canada and northern Minnesota,, were mostly

ueclduous t%ﬂmmrmm—%wmz Le Sueur County

QLeor
wa.a in the southeastern part of the Big Woods. a
) ’() Wi, WD
GO A AT
The largest and most plentiful trees here were the basswood.and white

R—“-*’. i Lar v LMy )

elm. -Others—ineluted—the sugar maple, soft maple, black and white ash, red elm,

ironwood, yellow birch, paper or canoe birch, poplar or aspen, cottonwood, and
N o Wovts h-o—d
Among the smaller trecs wore—found—she wild plum, witild
) o :
L 8 Vo various
red cheses black cherry, American crab apple, Jurpberrv’ ra:mi prickly ash, and,‘willows.

éﬂm most common

sumac, frost grape, virginia creeper, climbink bitter sweet, red and black rasp-

berries, wild rose, EhakExEherxryx,gooseberries, black currant, cornel, wolfberry,
and Wild fruits of
honeysuckle, elder, sweet viburnum, high bush cranberry, hazelnut, am&xyzrieus
many
kinds were abundant. The wild strawberries wers sometimes as big a
AR AN 4 ﬂJTL"V"‘
cultivated berries, and the early settlers W many gal]oﬁfm




S Tve
LAKES AND ~lrkieemrern T NIResstey Le Susur County max@s a ﬁ Al
RIVERS, : . £
#emd of beauty, t rees-EmWETET EMd W ving-grassesr—ihe-setileors
A Al "l-v" [ R ‘a’;fd'?‘ ale i e s L tg—u
found-it-a-pioturesque-—settINE oy row homes. Abewt 50 lakes, A"
',)’L@(’v(‘ lec. LA e/ M - 4 /ﬂv[,«f - ey

&listenad in ithe patural-settings all well stocked with fish, very—welsome—to

the—pat=tes~0T THE sottiers. est lolsesamxm in Le Sueur County is Lake

Tefferson; and Lakes Washington, ,» and German all have over one thousand

For-monbhasy—
acres of water surface. Semettmer TEShHEPHen came up Irom-rewa-ito-fish.heles camgingav

Three_fourths of Le Sueur County is drained by the Minnesote

river, and the remainder by the Cannon river toward the east. Principle
v

are:’ @hankaska Creek,
tributaries of the Minnesota river in mx our Gounty ixskuss Shanasivix-Ghemns

XX Gherry_Creek, and Le Sueur river: : :
%%;ﬁuaunxxuxxﬁ&kﬁﬁhmxﬁax&unmkXR&!&R&xx&gkg!gkkaxﬁakgxxaxﬁx&an&x&xaam:x

LAND SURFACE Only along the Minnesota Valley were there fermerdy any true

prairies in Le Sueur County. Bordering the river is a range of bluffs, partly
covered with scrub oaks. The bottom lands, about 200 to 225 feet below the general
level of the Gounty) ary in widthg;frsm nothing at all to half a mile, One of the
widest stretches along the entire river is in Le Sueur County, Just north east of
St. Peter, where the rich bottom lands are about 1% miles wide,

In the Minnesota bottoms are to be found some of the most fertile
farm lands in Minnesota. These lowlands are messdy from 5 to 20 feet above the
river, often flooded in the spring of the year and bullt up of fine, silt-=like soil.
Is-188l—ong TaTmer Hear Ottawa had 5 feet o7 Soil-washed-from-the surface-of-his. land,

Dui-the-remeining-surféce was every bit as rich and productive.
rich of

While theﬂsoil ixAthe bottom lands may vary to a depth of ten feet,
the general surface soil of the County has a depth of about two feet. It is a black
clay loam, with a little sand and gravel, colored black by vegetable decay. Below
the surface soil is a yellowish, gravelly clay for about ten to twenty feet, and

below that a darker and bluish clay to a great depth,




7

All these various layers of soil to a depth of 150 feet or more

A

are part of the "drift sheet" or'glacial till,%;he masses of soil and rock pushed

along and crushed y@ by very ancient glaciers that once covered most of Minnesota.

Through these glacial deposits the Minnesota river, perhaps once much larger than

now,
it is =mygxdmk cut a channel and exposed the still more ancient bed rock.

The terraces of bed rock exposed near Ottawa and Kasota were from

the very first a most noticeable feature, and today are the basis of an important

industry. The(zisxg;xposed/)about 75 feet above the river, are known as Jordan

sandstone and Shakopee limestone, named after their places of first discovery in

Scott Gounty.

The limestone layers are on top, now worn down in most places to

a thickness of only from 10 to 25 feet. Below the hard, buff-colored limestone is

a somewhat softer white or gray sandstone. Both have been found to be excellent for

building purposes. In hollows and crevices of the limestone is often found a white

clay that is ideal for making-brieks.

- LA -
e "Kasota terrace" is“about three miles long, averages @Q@u&fhalf'

\ M

2 mile invwidth, and is gbwsut 150 feet abaye the river o 75 feet zbove the £eneral

>

V4
upland back of the river. The soil above ;ﬁ@ bedrock here is more sangy and gravelly

\

four \ P
miles long and two to £xwxm miles wide is of simi}ag‘coqgggifgon.

i
thén that country which was covered by the Bié\goods. The "Le Supdr prairie" five

f?éna%ig;ﬁgbout four miles # back from the rivexr, the bluffs and
b

o ff] .=

terraces give way to thg ge;gﬂ&l upgand we have mentioned, the region that was once

covered by the Big Woods, and whose top soil is now the decayed leaves and

trunks of ancient forests. e

tree

The highest parts of Le Sueur County are in the southeast, where

——

many centuries ago some glacile D] :its southern advan0q(ior a ti;Q, melting

and leaving behind it a mass of piled wp ridges called terminal morsines.

These
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hills mueh-sileni-mith-bountders TEVE beon called the Blysian moraine. —Tisie,.

A i
reach from Waterville and Elysian northwesterly by Lake Jefferson and Lake Emily

0
toward the Minnesota Valley. In total heightm not ewewdss impressive,

-
averaging only about 50 to 75 feet above the surrounding area, whieh-makes them
about 1,100 feet above sea level. The most prominent sdd¥s are south of Lake

Sakata, east of Waterville,

Many years.ag0.2 priece of copper weighing about a pound was

. i - ;
reported fefind in the boulders near\Qttawa. It is tholght the nudget was/brought

!

down/Tto Le Sueur County in some very eerly gla€ial age, as the last ige gheet
' 4 e

from the northwest, aad” the only knowh copper devosits in this vi&binity of
A J b il
nerica are to the northeast. il spdbimens, other relics of the dim|past,
’ f W &

re usua%&#-ahswnt in Le Sueur Cnunty, are found imbedded in the rock laysrs
A

iz a few localities.

WILD GAME. Fur bearfing animals, fowl, and wild game of all kind were
v b

plentiful. ab11dancp of game was oéLcea¥99-vQWP1zﬂT"?E*to the early settlers,
hunting and fishing 0 oreg

who relied on whzkxihEyxemukd for o signifieemt vart of thelr food supply.
§he\ﬂild passenger pigeons {n those dayg-gathered in suchrenormous flocksY they
broketHa-brenches—of-trees—and literally obscured the sun. I+ was-noggible—to
Imeekthe birds—out-of-the—air-with-elubs_or -rakesy—or-shoot-as many =530
with one-shots

= 'Tavptﬁ% ‘was al8o & COmmoM act1v1by'among:kne Big Woods farmersiles diie

'-frr.1, ¥

gyl ' PR Y
Many relL?&“Ai trapeing : E ¥ income during the

.
/¥
W

A & by e
winter months. rinL, Weasels, skunks, deer, foxes, racoons, and muskrats were
) T e A — g f —_ )
generatly-ebundent throughows this—avesp— d : 4 en / BT
O3v a -t T
Y A <8 ' F
MINNE SOTA W}lﬁ..,:P Ab—ono—ime~the—opimrion—im nmxy”ﬂarts seemed. to.. be»..taa.t

(Y 5\_.‘(‘\

Aiﬁnesot& wx&thxr s a region of éuu:z:d snow and perpetual cold] Tre settlers

Y\l YA
were anxious to im%?ﬁ%%—n?gﬁﬁfeﬁ1?0“?MH1PT&ﬂtB that Minnesota was not a polar

-




il “
)

region et—etl. Eﬁf&gr%boks and newspapers peinted many(v
A

ag a health resort, life-giving to invalids, curative to

to the adventurous. Minnesota climate was promoted as a

f

ent medicine, and-of course-such 165 hed—Z-stIMIIETINE errect
r 4 e / 7 . s e

e daa ) TS Kt T L Lo
on iomisretior, / - ~

n

In reality the first settlers . were probably so ardent in
that
fending Minnesota weather only =m more settlers woumld come in, and thus

own villages and entrerprizes would prosper. Algrowing populatiea-meant

business opportunities and a chance for investors to make money.




CHAPTER 1IV. EARLY SETTLEMENT ERA.

Expanding Bettlement.

EARLY TRAILS As settlement began to spread into the back country
AND ROADS.

s

away from the river, the settlers had to follow & few century

old trails or blaze their own. In the early '50s there were few roads) aad

the o0ld Indian trails were the best routes cthravel\Eﬂlandﬁ

- 2 )
A few of these trails had been used by fu aders, and later
- v A
by theplodding Red river carts, shieh—earried rich loads of furs from the Red

river valley to Mendota. These clumsy, two-wheeled oxcarts were the first
overland
important means ofAtranstortation within Minnesota. Their drivers were usually

. 1 . s o a2 "z " n
e buckskin clad, halfbreed "Bois Brules," so called from the "burnt Wood color

s

+f ..
of their skin. The-eresieime=md 10156 s—waoter-wheoli-seTaping egeinst—wood

couli-—pe-heerd—LortWTes miles.
often
Akxterf}haPIndian trails and trader's wagon routes\became the
- . gi‘~_ A C At [-‘
o nge S v - X =y A
first surveyed roads, and siill later mere-frequently—the roubesef modern
M

highways. —%ha—maﬁtﬁjmportant early trails through Le Sueur County were the one

therb-como—dewn along the east side of the Minnesota river from Mendota, and one

P

) ‘ ~
through ﬁezzgéﬁ¥—County east to west emroude from Red Wing to Travese des Sioux,

at St. Peter.

The first road authorized through Le Sueur Copnty was the old

A A=y
Dodd Road, sometimes called the Mandote-Big Xioux Road, Jhis-—dewte was authorized

b,

[ 5 : 1 3
2{hsurveyed in sectionnot opened until 1855, The

oy AlDaredn e

course followed was from Mendota $k PTEREOLE 0 to the Little

Cannon river, and thence maxkh mestward s to St. Peter, upstream to Mankato,




there southwestward toward the Big Eioux River.

In 1852 several settlers of the lower Mississippi mobt—te—te

OuEA0RG Bt E0aL. CORELINCE M- Wos buati-Eromtie-foot-of-Tnire~Pepin, laid { out

. ‘\;7 7 é LAe {*-
for themselves a road from Winona to Mankato. E‘ne—-m&t-e”folm wes westward

near or through the sites of Rochester, Owatonna, and then northwestward,

¥xkx through Le Sueur County, to connect with the DodtL Rgad Jusr east Yaketal
"ﬂ&lﬁ Vﬂll\ilﬂ‘(- N}A ALLl‘z . &Of z —

The next important road,whose construction was provided for b}

the Territorial Legislature in 1854,fwas a rcad from Red ».1n¢, to .nort Ridgely+™

T ——

Bnrente~iothe T*’M'Jr;é,{ just-mestof-Str-Rebelimdiidl i@o*l@t“ﬂounty,wﬁéo

passsed.-through.Le.Susus-tounty., By 1860 -several-othoi-conneoting—dinestad~VEsN

{1 <bulli,—and the Cou.n*y was fairly well criss-crossed with esesee woagon trails.
wey were edmest as
Early vehicles ef~bmancpenitalion mrxEwesmxrmxs crude as the

roads they ramon. Settlers cut wagon wheels from solid blocks of wood, hewn

o/
out of logs. Sleigh runners were made byfpsing small bent trees. The first
' aq Lote
factory-made wagon or buggy caused great excitem

‘Was little travelling except by salesmen, stock buyers, or
A

B6-mitos-o—day—wos mmlmwmm

o

JPM% * f‘c-c;-l,i_tm ¥® were always an important consid eraulo., Devale

W' de esocer—s e’ Grn

of—roede—TCERNITEY Th~the failure of many townsites. Improved roads andbranch

ot F
reuntes—developed slowly. I Jravelling through the woods toward their peiwate-
,",C vy 4
claims the settlers followed the lines of least resistance, mesrdarive around Ve
Lests
lakes, swamps, thickets, and gullies. "Corduroy" roads of logs were laid across

1 i’k 3 :
the wet places.,

SETTLEMENT As the Indian trails—becanme ro&ds,As the fame of the
ADVANCES,
Minnesota Valley spread, and more and more immigrants were

attracted to this region, the home-sgeekers pushed farther and farther inlza,ndJ U 3
s :

: HrelT L]
—#4m=lITy 211 15 townships of Le Sueur County hed—ijiewshame—ef—write—mem (od A~

e
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SUEUR COUNTY Ordinarily a township contains 36 square miles, o
TOWNSHIPS., 24 co . AN
six—mileos on a sider ~Sowetimos, due to e@univ borders or
L (» ! 3
fsEeographical features, a_te-\me’n'iﬂ“my be«mxeh smaller. Le Sueur County has

several such under-sized townships along the Minnesota river,

Ie Swour Tewnslip in the northwest corner of

. .5,‘

The others . from—wesi-fo—eanst—amd—thET Ot to~seuth; are
Tyrone, Berrynane, and Lanesburg; Ottawa, Sharon, Lexington, and Montgomery;

Kasota, Cleveland, Cordova, and Kilkenny; Washington, Elysian, and Waterville.
The interior townships, such as Cordova, Kilkenny, and Montgomery,
were generally the last to be settled, about the year 1856, JIi-—weuld—bepouseivle
to.trace—the-eeriy-history=8F eRen LOWNSNID, —bHt R stime—te—blre
setilenent—astory-of-he-fueunr-CountyrE“EHIeT LOvWhS ang eIt e, SN e Pew-othes
Rl b oLl G drbrarerym—
After Kasota and Le Sueur the earliest settled section of our
The first settler near here was Antoine Young, a Frenchman,
sawmill and grist mill on Cherry Creek in 1853. “Pais mill is some-
times cleimed to be the first m¥*t in Le Sueur County, but this claim is generally
discredited in favor of the mill at Kasota. Antoine Young laber moved away to
Yellow Medicine in 1860 and was the first man shot .in the Indian outbreak.
'.».L
Crarrford and Jones in 1853 surveyed and platted @ townsite hewe
e
amd callad ﬁ-h'rmﬂ—'rtﬁw" 11nne1~asztta”) meaning "Good water!, .in-seference—te—

/\‘

many oamoll.ent springs e#~weber in the vicinity. In 1856 the town was resurveyed

and called Ottawa, for a tribe of Indians meardy related to the Chippewa. Tim

ardin

pat of the County,




Ig 1854 o LolesRaatbof=5r-Peul- WS- bo-atb-as. azent for.

RULCha s ebs~eof-2tote=1T Ut TaRS. LSUC CH8 DIILl Of SETE P rOTIted=thatna. b 080T,
was_to be~sold +¥tHe new town., The purchasers oDJECtEdand~the, gale Tell Laxnuﬁh\

Li_ar_mwv&}m TE ot T RECT I TT0N $O00 10 $10, DUL HevErtrelers-er-mumbedi.ol,.,
PO

¥

G
settlers later comne—iwr—anmt _Jor meme time Ottawa thoug i ; = to become

" g leading place."

o beaid”
Ottawa was a lively place as late as the §# '80s
A

J,,ﬂt—em-b@ry cmc:e msl-ud—eé—wm Wr‘ J@ut 14g msion of becozunb'

<:’K§\F ,effy 1n Le S mgr Couat yfﬁa nﬂvé(‘rpalijpd‘ fgz; quarries there were once
very busy; the building stone mined there was formerly known as "Ottawa Rock." ¥
Brick making was once the chief industry here, and Ottawa was
also a popular wood market, even though there was more prairie in Ottawa Township
than in any other Le Sueur County township. Ottawa had a good twa_story stone
school house at a time when many village®had only a one room frame building.
MONTGOMER After the city of Le Sueur (population 1,897 in 1930),
the largest towns in our County are,.of Tourse, lontgomery £ vop. 1,570), New
Prague (1,543), Waterville (1,419), and Le Center, (948). We—shali—take Tpeadh
ene—in-the—order naned.
Montgomery Township was first settled by August Richter, G. Augst,
others in 1856, and Richter established a general store not far from the

site Bundl, |
present city of Montgomery in 1859. But the townhremained e dense foresﬁ)until

1877, when the Minneapolis and St. Louls Railroad came through. Inthet—year
the new town-was platted;, and named in normor—ef-General Richard Montgomery, who
was kitled—in-the-Ameriean Revolgation while—teading-an-atiack on Quebec.

Again A. Richter opened the first store on the new site. T. W.

Sheehy & Co. followed immediately with another general store, a furniture store

was opened by Frank Havlicek, and a hardware store by L. Schrauth. The next year




Joseph Chadderdon established the "Montgomery Standard," an independent

weekly newspapgz;,_,ﬂr"*’/’”; @J /75
e e 4,\,

When the mills in small towns began to be discontinued in Joo
oé‘ centralized Twin City milling, the Montzomery mills were still going
/ strong/ d.e&ng—-a——l—a:rger—bam%mu-thanw The war time capacity was about
3000 barrels a day, andr-m eleVator capacity wge 600,000 bushelse
The Montgomery flour mills were’ar one time seid—so—be the "Pride
of southern Minnesota," and in 1916 were W "Equal to any
flouring mill plant in the State.” Todg} Tlour milling 1s stiid-hbehdy important,
hemee The 1929 capacity was 3,500 barrels, with 125 employees working on a 24
hours a day schedule, drawing an annual payroll of $222,000.
7 Praerl A.monn the early settlers m—the-—v;.c-i—n-i—tyw;f Montgo'ﬂery were a
great many Bohemians. This-had-—-l—ed&a more recent times %o—#he a'r;\;ual "Kolacxcy
Day" celebration, when thousands of "Kolacky! Bohemian buns made with dry fruit
and spice fillings are served to visiters. Since the 1naugeration of Kolacky
Day Montgomery has }e'p'b into greater prominence, and-i-s sometimes known as "/El(he
jiggest#,ziittle p/lty in Southern Minnesota.!
NEW PRAGUE The city of New Prague lies a&-me-eb—emzﬁ%r in Scott and
Le Sueur Couﬁty; Main Street is the déividing line. Its business, likewise, is
about equally divided among the two counties. Official name of the early vlllage

V{.H‘ o 3
post office was first Orel, then Praha lwhion—i-s the Czek word for Prague)/ Nova

Praha, Pragpwe, and finally New Prague, -in-hkemor-ef—the-—Europeamr—citys

The first settler was Anton Philipp, a native of Bavaria, who

was directed up the Mimlesotairiver by Bishop Cretin of St. Paule. Later in that

same year, kR&® 1856, a group of about four Bohemians also applied to Bishop
Cretjn for advice. He headed them toward St. Cloud up the Mississippi Valley,
but they lost their way, and after—aweary-journey finall¥y arnved instead at

the site of New Prague.




Insert instead of paragraph crossed out

s B

on page 42.

The milling industry early became important in Montgomerye
Starting from a small beginning in 1884-85, an-emw»dy grist mill prospered and be-
came eventually the James Quirk Milling Co. A boiler explosion in 1896 was called
a "major disaster" in Montgomery, but business improved steadily in the successive
vears. In 1911 the industry was taken over by the Commander Milling Company of
Minneapolis. The capacity then was about 1000 barrels per daye.




Insert on Page 42.

A

X Among the first regulations passed by the mewky—ekeciad. village
officers of Montgomerywas an/orQinance dealing with travelling shows. Peri=pe-
it may seem a.-b-i-tféuter %o—-;hink‘of such rule;:‘%éi'-ag- necessary in a newly-
founded Big Woods settlement, but evenm in those days no backwoods village was

too remote for barnstorming troopers. All "caravans, circuses, concerts for

2
—

pay, or theatrical performances" were required to procure a license. The odst =
was $1 to $15 at the discretion of the council.

Also among the first offical acts was a notice to ban hogs from

wandering at large on Maln street. Another Iéﬁgﬁocal law decreed that no per-

son should run, or drive any vehicle faster than six miles per hour on the
streets of Montgomerye Sttii-ﬁgother ordinance prohibited the discharge of

firearms on Sunday. and eake provided a $75 license fee for saloons or anyone
selling spirits.

The village fathers of Montgomery, it seems, were an ambitious
lote At an early date the Montgomery Board of Trade ¢ was formed, and one of
the first things they did was to advertise in widely circulated magazines,
"Wanted, Captialistsy” to build a sugar beet factorye Several inquiries were

received, but it seems nothing every came of the search for capitalists.




AALA neAANI

AAmapgr$ﬁemf&rst Bohemians taaarrlve were Vrtis, Borak, Hangzel,

Stepka, and Bruzek, Other Germans and Bohemians followed their countrymen up
Minnesota, and others came up from Iowa. Without waiting to survey the
townsite, Philipp began selling lots, and the location was repidly settled,

The St. nenceclcuv Cagholic Cburcn organized in 1856 became a

ot M
center of community life. J. log® chureh withewt WWM bbb

M,and-as‘ater %en this burned, a new brick church’erected in 1863, The first

school was conducted in Anton Philipp's dog cabin, taught by Mary Chalupsky. The
first postmaster walked 24 miles to Shekopee once a week for the mail,

A first or at least an early store was owned by Michael Simmey,

RV 4
.

followed closely by the 'rtis store. Two short-lived brick yards made huge

bricks about 18 inches long, 8 inches wide, and 4 inches thick. In 1877 the
H s
railroad reached New Prague, and the village grew more rapidly, te—be incorporated
e i /

.8 a city in 1891 withea population at—thet—time—of 1200.

In early settlement times New Prague was heavily timbered, dedbed

4

aleong-meitstTeeT witi-huze-stumes. A small creek poured its overflow waters into

|
L

e o b o Ui 3 = .
a swampy—erea of the street, aud zewah planks were ¥m&x laid across the wet and

muddy places. A=Rissten Deslied fad-berbh,

\
y

[P At
b

Stores and hemes-were built ab

-]

ove the ground---as many a five or
N B ; e AN
six steps---to escape floo Branches and straw were strewn on Main Street Ak

teams could wallew through. Even then ox teams often became bozged down. Teo—em
Qe

apeet—ontent Such streety condiddens were typical of azkIxkkm wesd ecarly Minnesota
N &
villages before the era of pavements and concrete,

Due to
/}““r'r{-l’ 1"1,
an—especially eetorfvd musices beekzrot™. The

were famous in
w 0l ™ \ &
) ‘ Ak ot
aLec & composer aME high order, Lvek-ie=

- 2 =2 = 2
v LIs LALLTUW

Waule._se}e&ma_ a8 _g-drawing esris—Now—=rtart
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TN [}
JFo-mides to attend dances hewrs.
A
Buat gmuﬂcgcnts were of- course Sncon?“rv rtterss /ﬁbnflulorc were

=
)"'\IA‘

often so hard“fhat many of the newcomers et have gone back to Bohemia, hed Lﬁ
2.4 > '
they the fare. The«yeun-wrr‘”‘1Lﬂfmmvt5“tho-qga¥n%~
"[[_L MW
hus—friphtened—br- the-rensh-ans e mResTba-brelkneekanos

A son of Anton Philipps—the ToOumder of New Prague, was nursed by

\

\

an Indian squaw when hig-other became ill. 1In 1a§pr years, grown to manhoii;’bef
i's %\ ” .
claimed for that re&sqisthat bear : of in-

squaw gave

e Montgomery, New Prague is also an important flour milling
The-story of how-the=ititd-at-lewPrague-was devetoped-reads glIfiist Like 2
Lozabio-hieer-tals, (}3 e
About 1875 Thomas Suchomel and James

2 2 i i T - Py O : o0
mill just west of The presembt-n o Im XB8E

By 1896 the New Prague mill had a déily capacity of abouifgﬁ6/barrel§) Ang” then

N

at that point F. A. Bean came on
1 4 ‘\' 2 2
Bean had gone into the mi uine ) 2 a way badk in
270 H j + ’ “1 .. m
1870, He prospered, o = s were add€d a% M They
"N / \

\

too prospered, and Mr. Bean became a ¥€ry wealthy Wan., Then came the time Then
\
emall town mill Mix ., cgeld yith the huge “mneaaﬁ‘is
industries. [ ze®” fai he w ) \» and owed SlO0,000.
But 1 was not down for long. Coming to New Prague he took over
-
he mdéll there, and .rted all ove The = 3 1 court order,

the citizens of/New Prague raised $30,000 so he could build é\lew rlant.

That was in 1896 Slowly he built up the é new mill, determined
M A

-



The story of milling in New Prague is also the story of an upright ecitizen.
New Prague's first mill was built by Thomas Suchomel and James Bisek in 1875,
and teken over by Michael Simmer in 1882, In 1896, when the mill had attained
a daily capacity of 250 barrels, Mr, Fg A, Bean came in to the mnill,

Mr, Bean had begun milling in 1870, at Faribault. After he had estab-
lished additiondl plants at Morristown and Northfield, and become a wealthy
mon, his business, due pawéy largely to Twin Cities competition began to fail,
and at fifty he had failed completely and had debts amounting to $100%000.

In 1896 he came to New Prague and took over the mill, and when the plant was
sold by court order, the citizens of the town raised $30,000 toward the building
of a new mill, This time Mr, Bean decided to depend on the local market, and
by careful management he built the business unbtil it became a chain of mills,
organized as the International Milling Company, .smx# From plants in Cemada

Iowa end New York, as wellas Minnesota, hés flour was s‘nippéd koxakkxpxris

mmmkrixs everywhere., And then, in 1912, he begen to pay back his old debts,

with interest in full, although they were long since outlawed and not legally

collectible, He did not stop until every penny was paid.
Today the Intermational Milling Company which he founded is still an im-

pdrtant concern, and New Prague flour is still shipped to all parts of the world.




to seek only loril\bUSLn ss and not compete with Minneapolis mills. But under

N\
\ N\

s 1

his shrewd management, dhe one lone mill soon became a whole chain of flouyrishing

N

mills organized as the iﬂiﬁﬁk International Milling Company. TFrom.plants in

fsmaxx Canada, lowa, New Yorkfﬁand Minnesota his fleufr was shipped all over the

-

world. b -3 : ’?\\\ ®)
And then Bean did the=< et although his =

=
debts had long since been oupfawed and\} o5, . ded—to pay them, he

7

went out to find every gfle of his old credttors. SellingApart of his imterests,

-

he p: v 2 ‘g% every bit of the debt, a sum that amounted to abou
Tdday the International Milling Company is still flourishing,
; sometimes
though its bujylder is now dead. New Prague isAknown as the City of Bread and Butter,
New Prague
because |its prosperous creameries and flour mills,.. Xkx flour is shipped to

all parts of the world.

WATERVILLE,
p Not ae& much has been written about the early history of Waterville,

but we know that the city dates from 1856, when it was platted as a villages~~%

few settlerEtedcomE—to the surrommtine-region, but appareantly }he first Iwmx
\
sownsmen of Waterville d4d—met mTTlVPAJR*Il 1856=57.
A Tidball and L. Z. Rogers were among the first. Tidball built
the first frame building on the present town site, and both men opened general

stores soon after their af arrival., An early hotel was built by Jacob
At
¥Eax Waterville are two of the most attractive lakes in
i

)

County, Lakes Tetonka and Sakata, snd—it—was—hmrroferance—to these beewbifed

bodies of-waben-bhet the town recéived its name. Nearly a dozen
have villages or townships of the same name.

It is said that during the Indian wars of 1862 Waterville ¢ was
one of the few towns that felt safe from attack, and put out no guards. An old
history of the Minnesota Valley, written in 1882, adds that #She, however, claims

the honor of mmi=mg having taken the last Sioux scalp, for which a liberal bounty




was recelved.! I*L the semer luzht of laler years-igets=CuuuT

\

”m to ‘hawe=talkok the lasb—Bdomx scalpery 's'r'iié“" et
A S - v

[

¥ § ‘R. W. Jacklin , who came to Waterville in 18’70@?&&"3’ e
\\/b([ t(l\», s I a ) \
. , brevet major in command of a battalion of sharp shooters} Mador a o)

Jdackl in wae—tre—mam—who- received the flag of truce for the surrender of General
Lee's army by order of General U.S. Grant.

LE CENTER **——- Originally called Le Sueur Center, the County Seat
THE COUNTY SEAT FIGHTS
of Le Sueur County was renamed Le Center only within
the
recent years. It is in‘\almost exact ‘geographical center of the County,and fox

g
Mk e/ Rl e 14
that reesdh-itwas cut out of a-dease forest in 1876 foz-the express)“ﬁ@m-
mm the County seat, ending a series of County seat squabbles that had bee .

. (52N
M gince the County was organized in 1853.

The city of Le Sueur was first desimmted as the County seat, but 2
Gy L«'L A T = r &2 —7“;(“: ¢ ¢ . s trn P sl ,(1’1 f-—c "L(‘“'Qa

—due toits uncentralized locat mx}\o ther “towns W—@mﬁ;y soon began to eufpress

t'{\f - i " X - ‘h.'t‘tf\%

T dissatiefaesien, In 1858 an attempt was made to move the;hcap—i-t&l- to

Cleveland, a thriving villar o tﬁ&%—qaé—-b-ee-ﬂ founded in 1857, Sevevsd-bimes—thore-
(R U& T« B 3

afper Cleveland redeived a ma'o i vy of the-Gewmby votes in—hedFever, but each
9 b A By VM Lo d

: 5 ‘ ; e Bleenifly
time through some legal formality the werdret—was—thrsown out.

In 1859 w 1: WW W"‘th’@ Coa,l’cy Beav:y
\\..’ %
the village of Lexington also entered the *.‘-“xaq,:.. The ﬁmm#—tﬁre‘e-swn&-"rm*c be-
o QA.\"- ¢ +“
came sEch—s—heili-dbacusset-—guesiion WWMW@W

fields—or. siop.grubhlrm=sts TR e, ‘t’ne matter went to court, but

again Le Sueur won ems. e
g Y ANVl
Bud Bzy now Cleveland Moﬁ&ymmm%—vﬂm
N H*?";
$hings into her own. mds. A c«:mmanv of about 100 armed men waSmoliald.god--aids
“wdZrding 1o taki@y the Gounty s#fsts by force.
began a march on Le Sueur, besnt—en mimzingxihe Asetre ¢ j\*‘{“ s But the
(AP CA S

Le Sueur townsmen haé—been warned of—iee—epprosmeivine-battaYtom and hid the

documents in a store filled with armed men,
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{
—Haus-were=bhe cltizens of
A
could find to bring back w1tn +hem witaa few maps, a very few of the County papers,
[eXrie o they feund .1~
and an old desk. Reitdring in&qood-g;aoe toward their hometown,Aa party of
-8
Le Sueur patriots troumgting trooping along wewtiws—s tin pan accompaniment,
wt“' L4 Canlsl
ﬂﬂaape&f&er~ﬁhée~even¢ was referrved—bo-es the "Rogue's March."
The next winter, however, (1860) Cleveland was g&an&admthe & 0.4
‘6-4.A.J— Ak, L(R!‘"I
Rlivilege-of entertaininr the County officials for one fe551on, kit Abben-thal
’75,«'3?‘ A *f‘ 1g 4
Pl A Sl i oA (e <, ;
Le Sueur +eld-—supreme swey—undidt-—31o 5. After ano+qp ﬁ;ﬂﬁﬁﬁivote i a—ririeh—e—
o
najorityof-the-ballobs~were~eant in favor of Cleveland, 4ke Supreme Court

finaddy ended—demn-a decision o removeltne county capltal to Cleveland.
ii*(. o AA SOy >t YA At i{\,‘

But teke=gheige—iid-not=—tmtt O Ll coundinag.or dissatisfaction,

Ay

(.8 |

emd after only one year the seat oL,governnent was again moved, this timefuem
) :

.

Llewetznd~to Le Sueur Center,. \Georze N.

company th Bt\:iatteq the new village and

And so Le Cente‘rl grubbed out of the woods 1
an \

but thn 1ﬂ1ant anonL ~Le

AN ACT OF North of Le Center ig the little village of Lexington, founded
VIOLENCE.
in 1857. In 1858 a regrettable affair occurred kxm here, a happening

rare in our northern States, and not a oredit to thogg/gho were responsible,

A Charles Rheinhardt and a Yrenchmafi f£xowx¥ix named Burdell were
boarding in the same hotel. Rheinhardt seem to take an interest in the French-
man, escorting him around to inspect the }and.

2

/
One morning they started out as uxual, but only Rheinhardt came
//

o

5
back, saying that his companion ha/d/c’zecided to retyrn to Milwaukee. Later, when
¢

: : g BT . 3
Rheinhardt also disappeared, the townsfolk became suypicious, and organizfed a
A

searching party. They found Burdell in the willc 2ldng a lake shore.

/

The suppoted murderer was caught up with Rear Winona and brought
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(s ¥ A AAN - y ST, N
It was Michael Doran, ws_w__ha%_. T S S e

T'mm-&ﬁl-:md 1nstmunental in the third nomination of Grover Cleveland for

o 5 1?( & d o .4y

president, who teele—the-dead-in this new move. After a majority had signed the
petition he hed circulatiéd, swoposeddy to have the County seat moved to Union

A ) Wt M\ - ‘\J
Center, it was c}iﬁcu-rered the site imkdz indieabed was a section of land in
A"t ;,.f;‘-.,,--fuf/*‘-,..l .l
the heart of uncut timber, surrounded by swamp—-———m‘iy,n&i m
Al

seid-that tHe SRt Seet I NNy er 67 the Tand - had-potten Mysterislis altered.
A
At first there was some attempt to cenflict the new act. But
& o= i
Doran was-nei-at—mii-—deoborredy.and. proceeded to form a townsite company, with

George M. Tousely as president. This company pla,tted the new village a.nd

geree-%-é& sobsbanbdiad two-story brick court housse. -‘Phe—s'bmc'bure was M—ed

leased by the County for ten years, then later purchased and taken overs i
so—Le—Center;,—grubbed—out—of—the-woods i I876~77, 18 oW our-County -seatybut- ?}'
an--infent amo ng‘i’m‘ Strenr 'ﬂgmty townss™
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back to Lexingbon., A storm of exciteNent swept over the small town, but Rheinhardt

dramatically denied his guilt, even aftkr the dead man's wa j:.ca was found in his

The accused man was placed in a lgg jail, but a frenzied mol’ soon
came to get him, :[/Rheinhard used the leg -of ¥n o0ld stove and defended himself
like & demon; but the crowd then on¥y efit- a hdle-in-the-roof and poked him-with
poles-tiil e was exhausted===t} rushed the orJ)He was hanged on a scrubby

e A’
oak tree. His execution yas§ the only onel\‘to talke place in Le Sueur County, but

it is not a deed to be proud of.

OTHER ORIGINS---
Derrynane and Kilkenny townships were both named after places in

(S
Ireland. Derrynane is—a—tymical rural unit :n-:-iﬂ no important villages, but aq A

prosperous farming region. Weer=pf=tire=TTIEN came Nere they lound & rew Jankees

Ot~ Z T befOTE Tliel ENtwbha-hoimsiip=oaitet-Rursies .

Bub-bhre¥anite e TE " MEE Iy BIVenturers wao dia BT 1Tend-to-eayy

vaile-tihre=iriesrliemed-to sttt e dom-on—the-new i ~Pherefore~ t‘he:r wenteaTs
{/’ LA - O =
rame Elzgestive of AN ITlsh DACKEToUNd, and CHOEe BF‘!‘M an old iﬁ:shxm: Gaelig

word meaning "oak and ivy." .S-e-enA great meny Germens also bemea—bo—ceme into

this region,, but western Derrynane Township is still an Irish stronghold.

Sharon township, at first called "Young Town," is another section
.

£ =4

of Le Sueur County without a railroad or an important village, but m of the most

pPropperous agricultural regions, AbbarPITT 4t L1000 LT Wos oo -y
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WWWMW Snaron, alona the fertile

Minnesota wiwew valley, was ow d eé‘b“vr the f-e-Pt-H:e plain of Sharon
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f.&za &b—ome=t T printer on the "Staats Zeitung," hn +"1rst German paper in the e,

| Lo tpiats
Llanesetn) vulllished—in-Htv-Paviy Iﬂ&er'&e was postmaster the little village
A

of Dresselville, now not even on any map of Minnesota,
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Tyrone Township ,.ewetSTTy named HI1llECmbe, is another é tak
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—itte of Irish ori”in Pz prttIo—hemPretef Heidelberg was named % 'nonor‘\‘he

A

German university city. Elysian is a word that traces its origin back to the

classicsl Greeks, t

f

e’
Cordova bears the name of an ancient Moorish city s&=fpain, ewiemird~mrfomous.

in-fhe-middtemrEm, Kasota wrove-beminmiwee-werIvsEITESIY TEISed, is a

Dakotah Indian name meaning % "clear, or cleared off,"
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prairie plateau south of tovm. ommomm%mmmmn
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Spanish, ard=Clesssivel-Greck bvraibiiom eﬂam-to fhe American M
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Like Dresselville, a few one=time villages of In—e!r'!:r County cen
Anawa v #,
now be found on no uwp -to—aa‘,te map. LebRletatitheseo-awe Chehaliso, Caroline,
’ , > ( A

and Ok:amaf ) TR T wips vanished villagesw=tmIZEt
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Many townsites were made or doomed by the Ewad)——?vhether oe—nat

the rails came through Wae=wew=stte as hoped or planned. '\Snme of th%new towns

l)\,—fj\\f e 1.,4LL1,;.A..(1 C’ﬁv W"-d""
W-aa.—m-uﬁy as they had gwown---leaving only the open fields and
* T Pl ‘,Lﬁ A hn YA YAy
gm-ner’la.p.a a deserted shanty 3
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Okaman, on the nortl}s& 1 end of Leke Elysian, &V‘m)g part%f
g #
ounty, was such a village. Okaman N a Sioux name, from "hokah"
£
7 applied to Lake Elysigf. But

#

:n'dm in 1857 )?’alled to prosper, and\lky within ten year# was only 2




CHAPTER V., Eﬁﬁﬁ?‘*‘¥§¥@u@@§@l*&@ksMANDWGMS@EWE#

£
WP-huﬂﬁ-&&ﬁﬂ-&ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁbiswslgnS that frontier life was not
LATCAA 1, U
Fe—chali—oW SXENINS TMOTE C1 cselv*mﬂhf“hcwzg e settlers 1%%0&7-%&3#
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,éUt*"*hp immigrant learned neww::ﬁu’
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to build a log cabin. This-was—importentT—vetause hiex.bv—e%egﬁ;éaiQ'

-

. he #wedly reached his wilderness claim, a f’rrt senaideTo—

place to liv
In the Big Woods cabins were built of notched logs, chinked with

clay, or mud. Usually they contained only one room, about 12 by 20, and 8

DT 2 v K
qllﬁs \ﬁruﬂﬂ and sod wes piled ow¥er poles for a roof.[px
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fometimes the roof was made of bark, -eepesiety—barEWsol DIRD %ﬁt
A ¥ p

'
small trees and s in half lengthwise he edg one piece resteﬁ?ﬁn the

The door was made of
split poles pegged to cross bars, opening inward on leather hinges. A pilece of
cloth was often the only window oprerirg covering, The fireplace, where all the
cooking was done, was made of logs smeared with clay. A narrow loft under the
roof was peecired—by-e—ledder—end used by the children as a bedroom.

Furniture in th_ﬁ_BﬂNdﬁhCﬁb’H was usually home mddql Ab—tHETUESY
cabin might contain a factory-made bed,%s te ble, er—r—few—phairs, Tables and
stcols were ordinarily made of split logs. Beds were fashioned of poles with

ropes for springs and straw or feather'mattresses.
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AS—o-HoanE-oiillunination. in these-pioneer=cabvins f]:he commones?t

lamp was am¥y a tin cup faartly filled with grease or sperm oil. A burning rag

that reached down into the o0il gave feath a dim, smoky light. When deer were
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f . ;
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M, the tallow was saved—beo=iske~home=nade ca.ndlesj Bhepe—asoally gave a p s

e
better light thar tire—tetiow—lamps.




TYPICA;f' Many old settlers recall tha hrough those first
HARDgHTPS

¥ wintera/@ere never really warm..\ The \M.nd whistled through

+ke chinks in the cabins, and the small wood-burning stoves were not adways

crude e L) o R e e Wed_

able to heatblre xmai¥ cabinte unw&v;r? ooy AT e ™

ity e .

A Wi > y ) s L, —
‘!Win.te.r travel by ox team exaer. wi ¢ , & tare—woody trocte
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was noteasy 59&;:@@5 3 =V-Sh Y - He=many-miter=to—tom
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for food suppiies—or-rest. g
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climate,

Lol he et Vla |
Ahe famouéagf¥;zard of 1893~ S
1= e— “—' - b\f(‘w*‘&- {'7.'? ¥ é;—.
#ible. M—spuffed outhfhe lives of scores of Minnesota
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settlers} especially along the western and southern Minnesota counties, Le Sueur

by ;1 tsTiTEETin,
?iifﬁ&RST The first crops were raised between the stumps in tiny clearings.
FARMING,

v

o

f(if;eager food supply that could be grown thus was supplemented by game
and wild fruits. Later the stumps were grubbed out, and gradually fields as we
know them today came to be cultivated.

At first everything was done by hand. There were no labor saving
devices of any kind., Some of the first immigrants had not even the tools with
which to work by hand. Somehow they procured axes and grub hoes, and then as soon
as they could bought a yoke of oxen., The children learned to help at an early

age, and the boys were soon doing a man's share.of worke.
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o wrveley , an Gtess,,
thre—pveblerrof keeping warm . ' ing-enougis

AT

to—eaty the settlers sometimes eweam had to ccnten‘ witHT

N
ire. At one time the
casiall
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# Fm-_fff% 4.:
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a chain of lakes stretched nearly across the townshi ﬂﬁﬁaﬁSO the settlers
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to—tatee—TEYUZE 1N the center ol plowed fields AweTe &1 DUt smot

aAnd-oiekes———ome lost their homes, stock, and hay su’ppliesj ¢

rd
k AAin the fields or woods was/ the dfulw diet for ﬂveryonc. /But
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; J / / , /
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an éasy timel They came with é&n unconquersble ambition énd optimism,
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arming thren was

expette
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meeh-different tnab\ we know it today.

Grain was sowed by hand, harvested

“was done with crude home-made plow ed by 1 g o ;
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-~y It was a pretty sight to see a A_canvas-lined
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basket The- experienced

sowerSused both hands ipe' in wide
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In thke winter jiwe men and boys =& went into the weed& to cut

cordwood for fuel amd lumber

timber, ™
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A-fewof~the Big Woods farmers edse- r-eeerte&“to \trm in
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by

n way of earning a little esd¥e money inm—our-County

was by digging wee Ginseng rooty This wa herb grew sbamdanily in many parts of
Ryvedrd Sl
Le Sueur County, and #ee settlers acoused=bire—veiieys-amd-—irtidwides—Ffor all they
\ > esteeTed ..'#4 ol retl it g‘
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e
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At first most of the food supvlies had to

sosilops—were-able—bo wrest’from tie soil or woods Stores and—
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Al

3 o - - - - - " -
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<

fre
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County, and %me—}vng tl ey b—etaf&e fairly commong. The first stores, like
n,O:H\A s Girr 2
the first cabins, were crulefasH , Coer a

wooder poTCI Un~theTTONt.
M}f&*l* #Hae bares® necessities were stocked in mese.iz.n&t_simr_:s.
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The M\fm foods hanéted were oatmeal and cornmeal; t.l..e_an..l.p_can-nei.goeds.
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variet4?8f canned goods have become peputer only within the last 25 yearse
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Clothing stores came in much later, though some axkimimsxmf 0o for \

was adweys handled by the early general stores. M&ngﬂhe

ke mother iReamacuschebée oftem.made er® the clothing for the whole familyg dn=
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Clothing im—thosgdsye as made in the home was desigred—o6nty for
¢ A

warpth and protection. Most of the women and girls worfe woolen stockings knit
at home, perhaps cotton or lisle in the summer. The country boys wore ne—under-
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wes: LUJ.II" the:y "Gre more Q«ﬁwﬁ“g




Insert on page 54.

V- 0
[Pe— [ S ,(ﬂ\ QL

~hendled by- rdware storeSoi;thi-e— ¢

vl

"\:’é & L
pertod—were pitch forks, carpenter tools, nails, tinware, and building
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An old book published in 1871 has this tc say of the Minnesota :
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UWhile it is most attractive in scenery and most fertile in crops, it is
J I

not quite as desirable for the invalid. Though Shakopee, Le Sueur, St. Peter's,/

lia are not very objectionalle in a sanitary point of view." Suelr=
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The Mayo residence Huilt in Le Sueur in 18p8 while\Dr. Mayo
senior was still a country doct
It was here that W{}liam )
Indian wrising,

The mother stajy

a Sioux Indian
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dug it up and wirgd the boxes. S - 1S e« areful medical

In 18
the renowned Mayo Clinic, now known around
and
Dr. W. H. Woods ,who lived for a time at Le Sueur #f later practiced
in Ilont;_gom@ry was the physician who attended the Younger brothers, members of
the notorious Jesse James gang, after thelr wemmdimz—swé capture near Madelia

¥xk¥ in 1877. He kept as relics six # teeth from the mouth of James Younger

and the clothing of Charles Pitts, who was killed in the capture.
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But the m-t-f-amous medical #dgwre in our County was Dr. William

W. Mayo, father of the My-«lmom Mayo brothers, Dr. William J. and Dr.

Charles Mayoe Dr. Mayo,Sr. was born in England, and M—‘k}

ylt
stud?chemistry under John Dalton, the English scientist v-eagr famous for his

dlscoveries gbuu-t. gasese Dalton advised tire—young ;ﬂan to become a doctor, and
\l( & ¢
Mapoisoon décided to follow his advice. p
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In 1845 he immigrated to Americay’ studied mediciney and}n 1854 Fav
came up to Minnesota on a river boat‘,( @n the way e helped combat a siege of
cholera that broke out on the boat. After a short stay at St. Paul, he set

out to walk to Duluth with a pack on his back. Wm“wmmm
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Duluth was then wild country with very few cabins, %ut the you.ng doctor Eramghk
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hizxwifexwupxihere went back for his wife and they lived uwp there until

about 1856
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And then

Dr. Mayo left the-north-eowndry and cm the

beautiful Minnesots river to the town of Le Sueur. At first he tried his hand

at farming;' anf_it_seems-the-firstyear—found—the-couplexadross—the-river—from.
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Le—ﬁuﬂh In 1857 or 1858 he moved into Le Sueur, and in 1858 built himself
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-
-

to givef all his herSes to G. M. Tousley of %
/"* PP
-~ -
this same time hejeven epfaged in

> 4

T. 7 too, did not

ceed very well.

During the Indian uprising of 1862 Dr. Mayo went up to New Ulm
to help care for the wounded thene. Ahm.:.}:r;his time he got pcassessmr; of 2111
body of lCut Nose, af Sioux Indian known as a savage ki\il.ler. Drild?:yo buried- :
~thre~body; thert=ater—dug—ib-uwp—amnd wired the bones/ @h;‘slzeiéta%;s used for
{




P Tl

nsert  (Mayo) ---2.

~eareful medical stusz by the ypewnser Mayo%:,' soon to become Fmmows doctors
in their own right. In 1863 the family moved to Rochester, Minnesota, and
there father and sons eventually developed the memewmed Mayo Clinic, new
known around the world.
In 1932 the Mayo brothers presented the old family home to
the town of Le Sueur to be used as a library, and a historical marker was J:"".«..:p}"f’!f"'j??"
ereeted by the Minneso ta State Historical Society. “Ft—wo®™TH this residence,
_buili whideDrrW W MEYS W sttiiva-country-doetor; tHEt Dr. William J.
Mayo was.born.,in 1861, In great.pari-the-houserwas.buili.by-the-old dsclor
himgelfse. . As.he-was-Bobua.tall man, he. buili-the-reoms-unuwsually low, so

that.a tigller persopn must-almost stoop to enter the doorwayss

B
For omne year, 1869-70, a few Le Sueur County gesafxx doctors
o
formed the Medical and Surgical Societ} of the County of Le Sueur,\one of the
earliest prganizations of its kind in V nnesota)to protect the publ'\!\.c from

fraud in|the practice of medicine. Th¢ resolutions of this group were M later

d no definite standards of w were laid domn by law\until

\

S ™,
1883, when a few\regulations were passed by the state legislature. h’\»\

Fees, pa,yments, or collections were allf' very uncertain nngx
\
in a pioneer settlement,i and the country doctor was, usually as poor as hi,s

available avziiable for nroper \medication were

correspondingly limited. Wri{ing of the '80s, a druggift in the westeérn part
"

r County has said tRat for seven years his prescription file avqrqged

only oné peescription in 7 dbys, and that drugs wert{ usually bought in 5/.ent

lots." \Rity the druggist, then Yoo, if his busmess\wg.g no more than /{hat.

/.
/

Eoy.




Insert on page 58.

Among the religious groups less common in Le Sueur County were
U“«M
two or three Welsh organizations. The first Welsh settlers started, from St. Paul
(i Hrate CRosec s 4F 6  Thelr Oanrncte
with three wagons“drawn by 4 yokes of oxen in 1853.A Tieé first,services were held 1S5
'\%\\sj
in the Big Woods cabin of Edward Evans, in Sharon townshipe A church was
organized the same yearyxke& by Rev. John Roberts, and a log church built in the
T e
spring of '57 was used until the '80s. The Welsh ongenisabtion was Formerdy

Soridy, 0ty . at ooty
Ca.lvinistb Methodisty aniil in 1912 iitx hacama s hraneh-ef—tire-PrestyterTmm

Yinobher-Wel T zroup-buili-a~chureh i tHe  soutHeastern corner-of-04tauna, towmshin,

TH*1859.
It has beei said of the Welsh that they are very religious, and

d oute Therefore

shoes and stockings, And entered the pew.

Some of the Welsh farmers‘southeast of Le Sueurrhave lived on the

Sldnit & bpanad o B PN ¥
same farm and attended the same Sandap—seheel for more than seventy years. 4w

i many-of-tHE“EEFTT CHIFEREs, the Mol SNl Wonen-of-the"PaFISh A Cus LonArT .

kept to-entirely xmemry separate sestine arrangements. Ior abodi—Llo years, until
(-‘-('.4.(‘/

the eemine-of—the railreads, Welsh ministers used to walk nearly 30 miles from

DT RRI

the settlements near Mankat%)to hold service in the he=Swewr-Gowmby Bigz Woods.




: sservices were efben held gérvidéd in the
settlers! cabins, in stores, or almost anﬂélaca@_y@ilﬁb_l_g) Mtﬁn
Kilkenny Township the first meetiﬁg was held in the m)——"(‘rod's first temple.!
Trd.vel1 ing cl ergymen Bl joumnvod }wmﬂradv of miles every month to preach the

e —
P - ( / s O . 'T— x f_r o of
gosr)elf\ Services conducted by Father Somereisen £xmm Mankato in the home of

v
Patrick Cantwell in 1854 were among the fxxmry firsi:)if not the vesy firstww"ﬁu

From—1066—~to—1808 TTCHESICNAL services were nNeld Uyfrriveteons
| m——r l.hk‘-l '
oXeermrf-sEre T NN INATL LONS . mﬂcame to-Lie-Sesur-to-preach as early

i

Ce Os Kidder, represents .tivn m“ the Methodist Eénisconal

“faith from Red Wing; Rev. John Senell, a German Methodist mission minister from
e e i — - .

Sta Ps;u]) and the Benedictine fathers of the Catholic missions) WAL
- Nera

P

s W T

IMUUJULPJ-J Py w.u\—, CALLY U-E‘VS m@‘ﬁ%@'ﬂ.’ ﬂ‘”tﬁ Wé ﬂve’

m.msmte-mmm&%e”fﬁ Tsdsaniid t‘me’?’i}/é&'*‘sétfiemanta WL L bl B Rdaes

%‘E meae«.l b_{ the nission.: clerg:ﬂm.\‘rhe Methodists in Le Sueur

and Lexington, and the Catholics in New Prague were among the first denominations

: to organize church units, all in 1856, Th ; Yt rs,
(/: 7A'L f;,w Xtvéém %A,\,C/{»\ Py Tlog h{ Q f“‘,;u /‘{L‘Ld v'L [ > 56,‘(&4 z-""-'\_i- /Ltuf/v a [mmfu_ML}

uch as the Baptist and Lutheran-abewbs leﬁﬂ-e-Q f-ws—zwrk o ccd
‘i__ % /‘ N «'(T

of/Ottawa townghip \in 1859, {By 1881 there were about 40 churches feunded
A *‘ ad YN AR
County, representing over a dozen denomins ulﬂ’ls, an Ar 191‘3 abf)ut S0s
r'.{ e ¥ 2 { Draan e

due t0 eendredirabieong-anéd various upmns tserp aremrbbablv-ab-eat 37 churches.

Of these tgge Catholic and Luthera predominate, W-Tr mm’\"’( 61‘”"; M
(W P ——)
SCHOOLS AND Another o= i f the settlers was the problem
EDUCAT ION. at that time —1W /[:
of s¢hooling. Though education »lrxu“COﬂ“ldered a rare "}-ﬂ-}.-v-l-?:eﬂe not
/ e M‘f" V-0
usually meent for the ordinary man/m SMyErett-dabaty the ploneers. wanted to #x

-0

- .
o4

0 :
glve their children at least a—i;am i «Q-E:G R
3 4 ' = "o f“knt’yw i




the first church services were often held in nrivatp
J {N’n oY %g 4y
cabins, stores, or town halls, SewiStuEshemthe-firetr=stiuols, The first gme@-}rg_—
) Va

\ e k\—
—powr-to-ue in Le Sueur County wewe organized in 1856. Ag-eadkp=as the winter of

~
{

1856 a school was opened in a private home at Lexington. About 20 students attended,
taught by S. J. Baldwin. That same year 3x a private school was organized by

iss Prude Bacon, with classes held in a small log cabin just back of the town site

of Ottawa.

The first school in Le Sueur was taught by Silas Myrick in the
el d_
winter of 1857, Classes werp ﬁaught in

a small frame house built the previous fall,
'-

In Kasota the first known school was taught by Elizabeth Hunt, in
2 :
vy )it
1858, This, too, was in a private home. In the same:year Cleveland onmendgidets
AL g ot ‘
school in the town hall, with about 50 pupils., R Lant - f
A
A The first sc}"aol in Cordova township was opened in a Emikdimg
j (g /\,\{4 o ((.i /g'f\— in \ ,,41,4/

$=o8 2 store. Miss Kate Hess was the teacheraﬁ‘only seven

Le

ollowing tnpse first imx X ﬂs scnogls, ofher“

f ¥ Ll'”.‘.,-eu, 2 4(‘“’ ({l"{ ‘C
MWWWr the Com}ﬁdﬁﬁé log el cabing wewe

-_;‘ Act=p) l
A waﬂ‘ﬁJ)@ ) = el rliavete
g;@ﬂ.mﬂmnlaa.\tad by frame M fnd,i-den’»'h- fine bI‘lC\)bﬁ-’?id‘.‘:;&ﬂs

_Genth o
- L —— e v ————

— Rt 2
—-‘-—-—w-n————-_—_- B S L L e L e o o o o o e e o o e 8 20 o e . 0 S 0 PO ¥4 s " " o s o - — —— E - = ’

A

=

=19 1857 classes were held in a ﬂmall log building in Elysian

ff’-n ¥ S u\‘((\‘_&w

township, and Waterville erreted o small 1?-!‘a1ﬂ'e'''b-u'ﬂ!i.--h!g-:hﬁpr’schooi‘lJ [

,s-‘ l-"\\a‘ i
Miss Davidson taught bue-ﬁahanx*lls-ananal-b§ 13 g:ﬁtiarg. In Kilkengy township
Q/Cu«&,e «Q
O sehedews were taught in a log house school,




The first school in New Prague was conducted in the log cabin

of Anton Philipp and taught by Mary Chalupsk; The first,gamm public school
91—‘ rP“"’ Pl T e ¢ y

eamnd here in 1865 1s~zaerkhans Wﬁ.&arlv schoolm @an old timer hEw

4
-deseribed-it-thus: " The chinks between the logs were daubed with plaster; there
were two tiny windows and one homemede door. It looked more like a barn than a

3c¢hool t0 MBeeees!

Mary Chalupsky was only 18 years old when she conducted her

¢I’ﬂ@4ﬁ2¥7~4/' ST Zed A J
first classes hefe. her ddyf teachers often were- very yowfig, but uqum

r

experiengefthat happened to hefr was rare e i One ddy

was lafe for school, and somedne notified
Propiptly Mr. Chalupsky came

the whole school, AT
ed
The early schools wewe usually mou%‘\vith nome made,Btraight

backed benches sai-againsi—bhe-wedd. Jactorgmmade-or-ipatent-semtsi-wore-sonsddorad.

very fine or exiramagemt. The ventilation was usually bad. In win’rer the roomf
e — oy :

» ' ™ /

RS @t -
wes often bitterly col and Jambia students ahd teacher rmm?" arounti the stove
Cor e, M&L.u.gi.mn hadwko trudgedmeny miles to school, ceﬂ,*rv ng their lunch
in XM%$4de dinner pails. Ay

The school term was usually sbout three to six mont‘nj “ﬁe.\chpra were

tlﬂaﬁ'd to get, and-almost t anyone who copld rea&@‘ii_m..‘write,bwmmﬂa Ligh-schook=~

S e P
VM B

qgggpaticn%wasJacceptﬁble. fha~davghbers—of-imerioen immigfﬁ?ts uﬂﬁaliy T

"L

CUtTIETITY el %
~a8 12201 0 PoemlliOS e Falg-nodagogues) §t# oarded around™ 1h the families of thelr

a ,L‘--J
,—yeu&;:gha;ges, end—thus—eame_to unow their pupils after class drewns,

e

Though an educated man was nighly admired, a_good education wes..rzel
 Thy G Piag Wl o [ Tln Pk Acd vl |




Insert on Page ¢ 6l.

4

Montgom§g§ was the first town in Le Sy#ur County to introduce gg
the more practical brﬁnches of learning to its hi school, getting away frqﬂ

the traditional c&éssical education. Among thq;modern forms of training intro- ‘/

duced were ho;;;econdmics, manual training, gnd agriculturee. \;

f
A comparison of educationa%fstatistics for 1873 and 15 will

eresting trend, anéxéeve&apmwét‘In the former year reports showed J

school buildings, of Whl?é 52 @ere log, 30 frame, and 3 stone. By

5"
4

1915 of 115 buildings none were logf 101 were frame, and 14 biick. /
Similarly, in 1373 thesp 86 Le Sueur Countj Achools were/f//ght
by 58/ male teachers and 32 female. By 1915 the ratio wag/ 165 female and only

21 male teachers. By 1934 this had become 141 lady teachers to 17 men.




In those early schools, and even much later, laboratories, manual
Y |
training, commerétal dgbartments, ﬁymnasiumsf%s we know them today were hardly

PN S .
dreamed of. Vocatlapal instruction and the

of "practical knowledge" was

& O

: § peri and poetry by heart. ?éﬁtches and stout rods were g£ymbols of

/ ;
/ /
agthority frefuently put Vi

insteaﬂyéfgxeat deal of emphasis #a wced on memory work--lg&rning long

Toward the turn of the century academies became numervus, mweh

they are

a tuition fee
nmh(—h“ &< ) % l£<\‘,' AP (4 g, C ) g A A f_lotiuq_,‘,/

he next siep- Q£v~r1rhah4uﬁaql. Academy

en_just-as Ju ._1.:4. LU_ ege E,C vy is

AahNak 5:
> days verieed
at extent the children of

P

was not

little formal education.

{1\ O A
Ldered secon1nﬂ, and a boy was expected to Zo to work very early.

At about 12 years of age boys were "bound ot trade

Rl Ay ra

1 )
P LOICTLY: M | - e
iy - i Wy :1)‘,-.-
—"

2 tNESE DOYE DeCone Craftsmen or

!

<’-J—/""" S Q(‘ll_,'ﬂ‘)
remained on the sedl and took over the

ing where

o
(=]




As the Minnesota
T '

>

; ﬁmg-or Zroumng - Tin. fi | ot s s
e MG, ﬂﬁvm J R s "r""""‘ r 1O ai ot N

—ctreumquneeq of course Tt Nsse-TorrewsH

Even aft the first newspapers were

Some sources say that the first newspaper in our County was pub=-

at Le Sueur in 1865. But records
where Thomas

§
0.2

leveland Mr, Perry hed—been in the

Before coming to C
From July,1858, to sometime in 1860 he published

the Little Giant.

Leader, then returned to St. Peter to print

After

Cleveland, and established the Cleveland Hera u1d.

moved to

sold the eguipment to Monroe Edwards, who took the

tarted e Le Sueur County Gazette, which

ebellion of 1862,

rnalist came across the river to Le Sueur

Green, who had Pééf published the

nother Minnesota jo

County from St. Peter. James J.

In 1865 he moved his paper to Le Sueur, where
’

Minnesota Statesman a ‘
’#Lﬁqé__‘“w fqu)JLA: 40 ﬁqut?W
it was destroyed by fire. Phde—ie sometimes salld to-be—bke first paper in
< b (J,.,Q_; o

Le Sueur County.




A year later M. R. Prendergast and Felton Vollmer founded the
Le Sueur Courier. In 1866 this was the only newspaper in our County. As_ #he
ﬁ’l\_-;{ " S tedd Cogegh B C.d he oo

Sad-dit ] in our territory at that time were séili—ecemparaiively—in.

- .ti-.n ~
d.a-e}omd, the St. Paul was used to advertise as—freedy in the Courier as
‘l\t"":' (: & /tll/f i
S uh: Le Sueur stores———and #key-pot-plenty of business, too.{ Abayi--tnde
e . . g ot el :
hm_she editors of the Courier complainef gh water often held up 4ee
——— 'y

circulation ciedle-pemer, as the stages could not get across the river for
everal days.

nture at Le Sueur, James J. Green
' S d;éf X e
journals at Winona, St. Cloud, ané Minneapolis.
,(’, Oin ) ‘Ll
In 1873 he returned to his old ping-avowmds—ge foun?® the Le Sueur Sentinel,
@,1( [ JL - o ISR

Dwnor*'qtic, @—aﬁm weekly. This became one of the most influential
o

and successful papers in southern M esota, aadjtv publisher was for many

years an important figure, im=¥ atpee ¥ s p mayor of

oy bne
Le Sueur. S L) the paper he organized was moved to Watergille, t.n_b-oom tae

' gl

laterville Sentinel.

In the territori ul and early seftlement period of Minnesota.
4 r;\l' “&p‘fuhg‘\.,u:u *-s{-la
many small weekly papers mnp-&n ta_ﬂ.e.;m.sa—-@e-r a few weeks or mon+- s,

Ao

%-’DY\« A \.{:‘\.},tﬁ, "é‘-’ v N w ’ T ot ( SUunv-R ‘ .
semetimes—even years, dui—seen—dite—emt. Thg'le Sueur County uan-ém_ L T
otz > B o "h ok  MMdni-uela  RLet ‘.J'fr‘“\![(‘*'

Just mentiongd "7ere/ among the earliest, bui-—ﬁ”"*—:-.r__urqt Minnesgts paners—had
l »
preceded them by almost ten years.

FDK-»»»—““—“-M-_.J The Cleveland Leader, apparently the first paper in our County,

was the 78th Minnesota weekly new%paper to be

Ao vkt
u&e% Wlal J B

\‘( WAl A an ¢ ;
12 aze—mew-alive, Of 2 de pepets fidrE4d /¢ organized
*’t 2o (ot ara) s
'--the St. Paul Pioneer Press, first newspaper in Minnesota,
L

o »




Page 64

m’“ﬁ 3l

we—see—timrt Le Sueur County's finsimshosbebisad papers

were swept aw manic of 1857, p
o Wis, c‘"‘*"-/'-“ Y,M*’(t m.&:)
Of a total of 173 journals ..tqrted before 1866, only 16 are now L-i'm?-&e&
6“(&'1‘_‘_‘1_‘;;) - 1€
ezin L,Izvs-bS,-\““s only one, a Winona paper)now survives,
ak;m%/w m,'lnv ﬁ ﬁ
h | - 4 A tnera; c-nr,_w,m._,,;‘;_..,.-,
)’D’uf’bé %4 fited oy 2 Z

these, in Le et the—follewinrouTly %

NaDETS e

The Montgomery Standard, organized in %877 by Joseph CJ

of this sheet.

established by E Huhting in 1879, now merged

ican paper

paper by/Joseph Cahdde

epublican sheet.

(1900), which

/ Most of these pioneer papers devoted considerable space to national

A b

and foreign news, 1{ bt paid cemsawediwedy little attention to local happenings

S“lectitms from famous aut‘nors, wise @ayings, and even

continued stories were popular. Editorialawmsieles were often I‘P.‘Qr/é'inted from
QJ-‘:—»'\«J, i‘ e l. r\ﬁ LA R0 ?*‘ AR ‘

a3z city pepers) : s in those days were much more informalg than today,
rival editors wetud, Mo Uscn aee?

Aai-te'n engaging in public sdibewied battles that sometimes actually resulted in &

physical combat.
Though the papers of those early

todays! great metropolitan dailies of tel ephoto pictures and radioed news, they




Az A ore
probably had a comparable influence on thqﬁn.ubl&-e-%&-e

ragx. advertisonantigeeniire =t Tt E et e Lokt boocaraful,. o _avoid. ruaadas

Qaa Yoo 2
W, L..h -
« whole they had the development and growth of their community M at heart,
& v Al 4
Gt

O
and did mush to advance civilization in flhe Minnesota heekwesdss

_AU—‘rpgrﬂ [f'r,o A b |
o Sr—g el aig- e iRt Lhc 5728 0 newspapers, eS| ot‘wer seea-al.u

C\,.a,_— OA— ’_ﬁ:\,-‘ s

T
agencies book=the-pisce~6of"E niﬂhnr nd;ucmtion }ﬁ# for those-whowere-not

)

@bl gutomeb-mwais=grhoni e, injne late flftlesAan~f literam societies, ’1e-

! o~ ~ A "'T" A
}24»«.*»{( < f =/ rt o Moo pe L h

bating clubs, and singing schools saland-up WWMWTGWéﬂt.
raising
ting Bees, quilting bees, and dqiid Ag bees brought the settlers together to”
ol ¥ty At o Chrtn fﬁ(ru‘ - s da Botaitraset+ /1
help—etrth-obrer-and discuss trle Pws‘% Tldeai-y gpePe—lewws "fhe young 4
y APy RS Q/i.‘x_x,l’c{c“ Wreg.

Husl

i ¥ s

AF -
Ff-e’:-‘s effen gathered for dancing parties, taﬁy pulls, améd sleigh ridegg-dewing.
A

Bt b:'ﬂlierd tables and bowling allies had aé?e&a-y been intro=
Ww‘" ¢ m/“'-."'

s occasionally came Se town) with a ebeme

&N o
shov._, 1 = A R i STy A | "Panorama}i"‘ | el

£o. 30k

et e CUILIIUTL

s were large paintings on canvas, a sort of "’.*emmner
AAAS Bt Mt(\. Wt Knd
Huge rodls of tee canvas were.-unfurted before the speetEtors, or
’ ~ duatl o ew Liaas cmcfft
Usually the paintings

4

; e-»

ATV

portray & story or event in history.
) a, A
the Irish a wedding was f'ﬂ “occasion ,.for Y’-’-&G—}-ﬁb‘ celebrationg
E* - \ + 2 -] o 1 £ . s
<imkge~ ond relatives came from miles & for the feasting and dancing. dmé
Qh,ey united, too, we - . oury the de'*n) rhminister to the sick,

who settled here were especially

fond of dancing. sttlers en t ed te: wenty miles at . dance.
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Qurine the sminbewmw——frT™ TN summer there was 1 , or pleasure. Long siefgh

rides were ligdg.iwbbetie=tRETNoNoter NOVering beLow

were_yell-tiundledupaand-didndp-ninde

Z6T0, DUv vhe Tul-Scekers:

Vo ]
rtbeved-enbinse—Graceinlhess
————

=4

Mo B TR 3
e AV n el r s

8 bl Lo halitbigatithoso-aarly-danaerr=Noretmortant WS Et=ts™

was not alway

Lo langh and talk and.be-heppyr—fesher-yfseeinriondr-direwootews

get_ltogathax,

nade. hunan-eomperrt oS TP O UO LY EWeete _ : /
wkﬂ At {4 O q"‘ ) k

~ l‘\.utt % - ba JE Wy I ——— s 1 2 o
’ T Ut T IOTEeS-YeEII IO TepLEte oXen, 4he—rewmd trip often cesmwmed
L‘ ,~.»4'~

£ o e {‘

Lrelines—bire-nc Iiyminlce pa=gomo-trrst=gPotite-wer Iffe-was-mot

L o =
wamd v two days 3

as fast ilhens-and.people.hsd-no-nesd =t Hurry,

i 2 L T, g
CUSTOMS  OLCe common 1n our County are nomoimost—fersebbernsy

106 Teq DAl U P e itmb o S0k ittt R O Pt e el iae.7 ,

Thaen noulilasewen

T JOUrSeLT, stranger:
fadedkew s i
narkeiy-the-feathers. ware alzays creseriad.. f_arxt delem N ey PTllows; and nearl

T AL e WA g MWM WTTER=TTooNn,.

farm leiteohaxn

3 L= = ; _ g
Other annual aWeq once much more popular wags~the manufacture

-

1 hops gathered
spring gathering the maple sap

“t vJ' aﬁ(

Woods trees was very CoOmmon. ; “
f AL A At T t‘

si k0 s i.a

2 ABAA LA
L}{/\,-L# {2 S "c‘.r' o Bty =&Y L{u ¢ )
A .0 4 ; = . N
2 Z was no 1'1&1‘71101’1;,') e ll’l(illStI‘}{ and good

\Iv A
foddowsirir. In any frontier settlement the-medlads—mned monners one.gnd

AR ) Lo b, N e T

o b

ur“’c.‘,p e &
J]J“'lt_, f;l_iltjlw « _s?/] oons

taa»a-i-ea.;‘ &..certain Lo y & r oo B

-l. 14 - A £ '

_Stpeet—Lishbs

7
Beus-dvenlentiful rﬂarinﬂ WF the peacé a»-l-rvs}:vvtas‘r eah—iia

r—af A ol Classs
were—Lroguent B t:he homestes dorv were always a2 few drifters and adventure-—
: A PP &

W Dar ““‘j v LA
E Who—tretrediiakie- { me—t Tt te T it rowd*rm ARICAL ASBW, ‘,“
i 4 D el @ucﬂ Vtr &L;“
Andatothobpobnt-the Trontier had use—Ffew uue_'fﬁ?t 1a,r'yer= and

Juﬁ’ge A, G. Cha ufle1dm Yee—fommaer-OT He]ﬁe ?lrfne 1N Seobts




g part of Minnesota tec practice law or preside over

court. He was wh 8 known as a travelling or circuit judge, and held the first

courts in nine Minnesota couhties ineluwdine—Fermmepiron@=TINTID

=1

- .

In our €ounty the first court was held on September 26, 1853,
grand jury sworn

of its own members, Bharles Gadwa. He

ians. Jusi.hax . ilhe scocused.eks.happered

wai e A

a.pember of the jury is yvery nysiericus=buwt-meny=ITresu

thaca

Perhaps
wes A. W. Bangs, who came to Le Sueur abo
also came Francis Cadwell, son of Edward Cadwell, who
when he 3¢ Delaware.

lawyer was Judson Jones, who came to Le Sueur about

. g

B e [ .
1S NAS—ad-wsye-thowsht—to-be ] 1 Among other

<} Ay
he date of his deatll 20 yedrs in advance, and tken had a nonu=

p—— ; }
'w, em , w2
a 11' !

ydates wpon «*durin&‘ s
N
Gt ittty 1164 shen-Settably hal
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As was true/) in the-praetice-vf medicine,;gﬁandards of the kgw Aeap

(4 & 4 I
profession in those:?by days weee, not by=Ffar as strict as they have become, 0= °
¢ 4

A= y
TP A A At (v, *ﬁ‘pp
todugr. A-tele-from-the-recollections~of ‘Juige Charles E. Flandrau apbiy—ilius-

prmtor—bite-pedat. HioulS,
Judge Flandrau was a prominent figure in early Minnesota, lenewa—
pe=a lawyer, judge, writer, and Indian fighter. In the early fifties a Scotchman

named Tom Cowan came to Minnesota, zkkemmkedxiw Gowsn=wes an intelligent eh@ e My S

- @ did A(x\, L ,MM ﬁ\,
with a ready tongue; hﬁb gomkd not mmd in the fur trading ‘mxsiness; As

lawyers were scarce, he dbcided to study law with Judge Flandrau. After about six

weeks of hard study, Flandrau admitted him to the ba.r. Hislnowl-sdge—of-Yawwas
'&,J‘ll~v!' a A“J & é 0 a0

Iimébeds—but He made up forl\bhp.t in dash and oratory') albegoleblbong-optendidlys
One day Cowan came up t¢ the judge and enelei;med, "Judgeg, I am
going to try a suit at Le Sueur tomorrow that involves $2,500/4 It is the biggest
suit we have ever had in the valley, and I think it dught to have some Latin in
it, and I want you to furnish me with that ingredient."
To which Flandram replied with-g—okmelde, "Tom, what is it all
about? I must know what kind of a suit it is before I can supply the Latin

anpropriately;& and especially as I am not very much up in Latin myself."
Qpt)
As:the suit h:%q-trestm involved an insurance policy contract,
o
the quotation decided upon was, "Non haec in federe veni," which means freely,

"] did not enter into this contracte." -Goww—was—&-e&-tgir&e&—wir%h—%hewohoioe-
m(l./ﬁ

But%n crossing Le Sueur prairie on the way to the o tried dm /57—-"?
= \f b @ A AR (o I

pa; {w a man who was under arrest for booting a Feldew Vi-slir

out of his house. The defendant claimed the accuser had insulted his family, v

W

4 AN
and wanted Cowan to plead his case. e the case in Le Sueur was postponed,ﬁ Cowan
L E N

set—ebout to defend his new client that %-afternoon.

The plaintiff proved the action, smd then Cowan proceeded to

explain the provocation. If there was no criminal intent, and the act appeared
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to be justified, he claimed, there could be no crime. And then, wrote Judge
Flandrau, "Casting a quizzical glance at me, he struck a tragic attitude, and
thundered out: 'Gentlemen of the jury, it is indelibly recorded in all the

works of Roman jurisprudence, Non Haec in federe veni, which meanSthere can be

no crime without criminal intent.' .......The effect was electrical; the jury
acquitted the prisoner, and we drove home fully convinced that the law was not

an exact sciences "
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ELOPING-TRANSPORTAT ION=~= An important factor in the progress of
RIVER TRAFFIC,
any new country
'31 W
r Jpécause Le Sueur County was—e&%ﬁa+v&—a§vn'

Vot
before mapy—ebirer inland counties. At firmt the river was the only means of

transportation, and for many years remained the easiest and most impo

way to the frontier settlements of the Minnesota wvalley.
fic on the Minnesota had its hey day
(ro-att

between 1852 and 1871. By 1858 there were nearly 400 arrivals at St. Paul from
the Minnesota river. In 1859 one steamer, the Freighter, even tried to pass

- - - - - Wk s
the Minnesota intc the Red River of the North, but get stranded about ten m .
“"". Gy
below Big Stone Lake and wes left there te—wet,
ROy Py
is possible, that-—£fe s yo—beerrareonp L EEEt,

&_ T
Le Sueur beesme o important steamboat stop. cu—bhe—wiver. keweﬁe
V\ D
tiae merchants of the river towns depended on thq steamboats for prac ”11J all
»
s ’ _‘J(J . . gL . Lo
of their supplies t the end of 'nmavigationfor in drought years when some boatp
e
A Wy, . & . W o \4\& -
failed toc get through, prices unzrant‘tn go—p. Th-years—1858and—1863-were.the
{;‘L,‘m: et e Q\
Lenner~yesys., lé*ny\facr.tc Bound inatiene far upstream from Le Susur
adeeree
County, ha IO VTeR anv-dore of-bhe rivelr was -Bewe—sns Sossls-to-aid-
" NRA ) - \
G;A_Hgk Wr\..c_uf; r-tj&/va)v m'&wwvt_tlvr\/x-c& Arf’m; opp uu'«,ﬁ» Pl TITODAN—

W
the—r -

0
Just above Carver the "Little Rapids" were o#ten treacherous exmd 4K‘W‘
_) i\

rom passing upstream in times of low water.

question zlong the river seemed to be.lHow ore the.rapide?® “During

smallest boats could pass, and only the most daring pilots risked their

. il = < - 3 g N j y
\ k}tng RA A tKns Holds by f pk o et S ) ald Alna,,
i . L

p
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In dry 'f-ﬁvrPG "hen steamboats could not get—wp—tire—river, barges

JO
were resorted to, and hbecame common about 1863, The first ones were simple

lumber barges, or rafts, with ! ; « But these were soon improved to
e 0 . .

Aok

ol W, s st : : 2 5
carry errtuiiy-meterists, suweh—as8 lime, grain, and rock#, gk were towed we—
the river by small tug boats.

wy_ One string of barges hooked together carried 30,000 bushels of

; ey 9
wheat. By 1866 there were over 175 barges in use on the riveﬂ-’) Fome wewe very
large. One was 142 feet long, 25 feet wide, and capable of carrying 114 tons.
That same year wheat shipments from the Minnesota valley totaled 688,641 bushels.
Of this amount, 22,000 bushels were sh irmed from Le Sueur, and 5,000 from Ottawa.

et il iadhirear~t G
Settine-vup the Sioux Indian Agenmef and \I’ort Ridgely en—bthe

upper.river in 1853 geve—an added immed to steamboat traffic.

~ Qs b ook C“é"”"“r' '
remW%e Indians would run out shoutihg, “'Tuito lr

B
—

~V¥ata-washta,"--Lyour biz fire canoe is éfood.'j In 1856 the steamer Clarion took
Raas . L Y —

____M,MH!‘ W— A T SR O R

% of government supplies :f‘ror‘1 Le Sum..r to the /agency. %Mﬁlw_bm:gﬂ___

B e s T ——————— P SRR i

Bouhds—af-trelght could-be-siripred-tranly~Poult o Be-StEur-for Torty cents.

Of the many steamers employed in the Minnesota river traffic,
ytively few were built in Minnesota. One of t" 1ese few was t':xe Albany, -a—

=) bullt firing the winter of 186@/at
P % J‘_—-—'—,’- - wm-«’
Ottawa,,(\ﬁy Cd.'Ou. D..vvid. opyfnd sold to Capt. John Webber.
R — wd%
~The Albany hed—beem built expressly for low water semd+tTONEIn
M B g, et ¥ )
In' 1861 it was the first boat of the year up the river,
P+ h‘\‘
1eav1ng St. Paul r.erqh 30 and arriving at Mankato on April
QL 2 ruv‘ 5 3
;J.:ua-é—‘;-ﬁ 0]& tra derc and Indians claimed that the river was higher than since
o g > § e ey v
ﬂ"l‘xﬂ Ly; June the water e iy t only the QTlc.ller boats
'f‘;l Ea =
could go upstream past the Little nar»m..;. »ﬁa—nle Albany made 22 tribs

e —— ————— -

- A_Mw fore than any other b@

e
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e Gent-yerY o TH IS

un. the rivevy-arrivine-at MAMEEts S A5TIY 3) ~Peat-yeap-6ht.lade-td-trins to
Masleetor—witt TE NET Closertcompretitor TEde only IS5, Prom-1860-through—1866——
Albany-sew-stbenuous. service,..  ln. thejears-of~dry-weat 6T EH6 mNade many

tripE” just betwéen-the-rapide-amd rvoiwte—sbove,
In Januvary, 1865, the State Legislature appropriated $3000 to
Ottawa
river conditions. Capt. Fmmx¥x John Webber of ek Ramy

IS 5

improve

was appointed ¢ of two commisioners t 2 5> work The river was

ther improveucnts made.wkk whiehaided—nevization

o

Steamboating days on the Minn T?f were g£lamorous ones J BPilots,

IR

capta ins)f:. mates were Hareic flkureo. ..iu: boys of the Valley dreamed of
being rivermen when-they grew up., At the-baying sound f tqp W“-sllp, young and
and farmers mear the water front gathered to waich the

boats churn by.

C After a long winter, the first boat brinsime supplies and news wes

big-evest. During the Indian scare, steamers anchored gt night in

< 2 f
EnexeapkainarriyingxatxSa v fomnst x ke o StgamersUa?tcn Pai to
ftel‘fTOf he forests -t .:passunsﬁfa~weuld help. SmmkEestacks
in over-hanging branches;
Feep—=a—vessei—otruck—=
be_repalred-dba—the—-epot;-~whrile tlhe Dasderzere 84t 0f thHe BAURS satinrwild—straw=
terries or hunting—in-the-woedss— Average nrogress upstream v about 14 miles a
day, but downstream the speed was much better. One of the fastest boats steamed
rom Mankato to St. Paul in 15
(River traffic began to wanejafter the railroad was built to Mankato

1871 the Dorti stern road reached New Ulm, amd navigation on

ta simu I‘&th}:y. from 1876 to 1886 ,—and—freomn—I686—te=1807
A

(J
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Insert on page 72.

In the first years of settlement mail contracts between
nearby villages were sometimes let ou% to private partiess For example,
betweenl Montgomery and Wheatland fhexmakkxwms a blacksmith of Wheatland .had-
baaamgranted the contract, His son and daunghter took turns carrying the mail
baele-and-forth the six milesAbetween the two-places. Today Wheatland has
disappeaéad f;?m the map, BUT Montgomery can be found in any United States

4
Postal T

Not.infreguently mail was also brought from village to village
within-the County by horseback. Usually those first Jéars the mail traffic

was not wvery heavy, and could bhe easily handled in such a fashion. Between

some of the small villages five or six letters to-carry-was considered a large

num%%r, and of-course~there-were at that time very few newspapers or magazines.
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road came through the Valley in the late
led. From then 4 until——pegular rurel mail
tracts were let for sh rt distance "Star Routes."
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THE CIVIL WAR.

Barely-had the settlers of Le Sueur County become established

in their new homes, foun&ed‘log churches and schools, and he#ed a few erude
roads out—0f the Big Woods, when the outbreak of the Civil War brought new

problems. Men of Minnesota were the first to volunteer for service. Many de-

14 )
{ X

parted almost at once for the southern battlefields, ané—left their wives at.
hOME’tO cult1Vate the.g0il and provide for the familyd:

Columbus Brock, whose father was one of the first settlers in
Kdlkenny township, was the first man from Minnesota to féll in the Civil Var.
He was killed at the battle of Hull Bun, a member of the first Minnesota infantry.

- One of the-most remarkable mmi escapes—was that of Jonathan H.

S —

Robbins, later a restdent of Cordova townships At the battle of Chickamauga he
was struck by shot six times. Three times the nexi.memr™at his right fell dead,

and once the soldier at his left. _Wief he himself was Timmlly carried off the

field of battle_gguhded]ﬂhis knapsack, and also the coffee can which hung on his

e

belt,wére found to have been PIEFCER Py WAy BUITELs.

HVDIAN-TROUBLES « Hardly had the Civil War begun when a new thr?at 1]
peEzEe burst Upon the Valley settlements-==Indian massacre} Evean—though -some
of_the settlements -had been warned by friendly Indiane,-the-aversge Big Woods
pioneer did noi-even-dream-of-am—Indtam revelllon. How then a1d 1t come Pabout?
Let us look back briefly on- the-story of Indian-white relationships.

In early settlement times the Dakotah|Indians were more or less
friendly to the whites, 5utkyet resented an&!bf thelr traditions, beingupset by
the pale-faces. There were occasional Indian scares among-the-settlers, ot [/
most of these proved to be.merely TUMOTS e o SR

“'J-reEE"tU“tHEﬁwhtte~men s
maadews and -burnt their feed supplies. After*mmving to the reservation in

A . y

1853, many of-ths Redmen refused to stay at- ﬁhe&r—nen homes, but—came back to




(]
camp on their old hunting grounds. , All of this was—bound—to cause/some friction
between the two racese. W
In 1857 a band of outlaﬂklndians under Chief Inkpaduta massacred
42 settlers in northern lowa and southern Minnesotas Inkpaduta was sup?osed to

be advancing on Mankato and the Minnesota Valley' _ Le Sueur County was thrown

into a panic. B&tlzf‘mthinw ever came of this scare; gmd Inkpaduta ¢ escaaﬁed to

other—parte.-t griendly Indians and white soldiers were \;ﬁent in—mrsuit of him,
but he was never capturede Perhaps his escape served=t0 weaken- the Indian's
respect for the white man's authority.

Wendering groups of Indians habitually walked into the settlers!
cabins without knocking. Some of them were gpest thieves and terrorized the
women and children. Wind:n:a&eﬁt&ngjnéafﬁhgir.eemmon praetice. But=as. é whole
gve red men and white men got along"/.wéii.. The-lndians werenlt-usuatiy—theRed
devils" they have been‘ﬁ¢j tictured.— More-often-the vieidus—Indi=ns-were ones
which had been 11l treated by the-whitess

As thelIndisng—gnd whi‘hes- could not und.erstand each other's

~ 4
1

languagze, they msmmry converse® by gestures or sign language. In many
localities the whites treated the Indian as a neighbore A few ews®# had in-
timate friends a,mong the Indianse

This friendly attitude of the settlers is—tyméfied in the-feollewlng
recollections. of~zpioncer-whotived-es—aboy=im-Sharontownship: "The country
was full of Indisns when I was a boye They were everywhere, and we never
knew when they would appear at our cabdn. There was one large camp near St.
Thomas and another on the shores of Rice Lake. The braves spent their time
hunting and fishing or staging their titbal dances, and ohher ceremonies. They

did not molest the whites, however, and we got along nicely with them. In




fact, Indian boys were my phaymates, and I had a great time with them. Ve
used to shoot small game with bows and arrows and I became as proficient with
the bow and arrow as most of the Indians boys. ‘I never feared them, and it
seemed strange to me as a lad that they went on the war path. I learned more
about the circumstances which caused the trouble later on, but at the time I
was puzzleds "
THE SIOUX o

WAR. il goday,too, it is hard to realize that at one time all white

civilization in Minnesota was in danger of being wiped out by the Indians. By
1888 B daduilles .

ifeRyxkRexyeaxxefxthexentbrenicy the Dallkotahs were—better ei:a&-" thaﬁ ?eeferer diaaind,

ﬁfme of-their-annuitj-money -went—to buy white men's clothes. In the following |

years a more orderly and peaceful gpirit s’eemed to-prevail, But this settling !
down proved to-be-merely-the-lull-before. the -storme

The-settlers that-poured into—the-Minnesota valley-never-treated
the Indians with-much respect. More often than not, it seemed to the Indians,
their-white "brothers® wanted only-land, always more-land, and-they were quick
~to acquire-what-they-wanted. If necessary, they would even. cheat the-Redmen;
and always got the land as cheaply &as possible, for much less than it was worthe

&f 1862 on<the—brink-of-the Sloux-outbrealky the Dpkotah*Inddane

were a:ngmd also-by— delay of the annrual payments promised them by the Treaties

j'\‘; AP s ]
k. * . =

s

of 185l Some of their people were sta.rving, themclﬁmo& Thomas

Jo. Galbraith, a Shakopee lawyer, had been appointed agent at the Yellow Medicine
:]'(/ r /1 ) dl X gt
upper Indian agency. Some hage-said that he was not 9( well qualified $e-protect
p /1
the rights of the Indians, that-lhe was not at all diplomatice And—about-the

]

Same ti*ne a trader at the upper agency, M 'xsked wh'z,t the Indians should eat,

replied, ("Let them eat grass, if they are hungrye" L

. ST O B e — i e | —_—

All these things heightened the tenrsl-en, until only a kinddine

spark was needed to set off the powder keg. That spark tmhﬁagw-




came in August, 1862, with the murder of five white persons at Action, in
Meeker County, by a group of braves formerly of Chief Shakpe!s bande 01d
Chief PYA¥P#JI#/ Shakpe II, a friemd of the white men, had just died, amd=
his son Wag’;’stupid_ﬁgggﬁﬁ=‘ ﬁocknkoduta,,arbrother of the old chief became
the real leader of the band.

Hockolcoqb;t_a hated the white menq,n and although ‘t_his attack had
vnot"beenwplanned, thoughzgﬁhat the time wa;;::;e to strike&‘-ﬁéﬁ; 6f‘thv white
warriors were away to the Civil War in the South. White blood had already
been shed, Hocbokoduéé ﬁi%&o&f not being a hereditary chief was not mwmskkx
considered tﬁ»havo-tho&ppeﬂ#&ga worthy of leading an Indian rebellion, bui=he®

Wmto start a general attack on the settlers. Thevefore he brought
the murderers deowngmirsam-to the encampment of the famous dmd¥ew-chief, Little

Crowe }, 1
Little Crow was at first seprmful and indifferent, but was

}inally all but forced to accept 4ke commands' The first extensive massacre s
took place at the Lower Indian Agency, just below Little Crow's encampment or
about eight miles below the mouth of the Redwood rlv?r. Among the first white
.men to be killed was =380 the trader f¢ who had said,fﬂﬁet thsm aatmﬁragﬁ'" and- ‘
hls mouth wasafound-stuffed fuwldssof crass.

When the news reached Governor Ramsey, he immediately put his-
political-frtmifsfoe but peracnab-Friend, Henry H. Sibley, in charge of white
troops. Sibley at onceﬂ—;e.b;out by boat up the Minnesota river with four
companies of infantrye The troops included many recruits just enlisted in the
STPIE Mar, vt Dol ShEbea s Fort Nnelling Sedh En Eus Ve i pAUECRERE
fight the Siouxe.

If-the Chippewas and the Winnebago Sioux hefr joined the

Dakotahs in the mmw=xk uprising, Minnesota history might have enﬁded abruptlye

But the Chippewans, were of course traditional enemies of the Sioux, ajdefe
f P J/ Q
ola . 4 4 ks 51 SR
decided to <pemaln-eleef, and the Winnebago¢ were-a peace. lovimg=tribes
\

/ \
\




Although most able bodied men were already fighting in the
Civil War, citizen-soldier units were organized in Le Sueur County,an&’else-

where,£0@=&nnalmprotectienulimhe raids did not reach quite into Le—Suweur

County, bwé many aﬁﬁﬁg§§%1recruits saw action elsewhere.

company
The most famous of these Indian fighters was a kamt known as

the Le Sueur Tigers, led by Captain Tousley. The Tigers rescued settlers
near Fort Leavenworth, and two units helped defend New Ulm.- Their coming is

A

said to have saved New Ulm from the Sioux massacre. @hese killed in-re%io&
here-were Lieut. A. M. Edwards, William Lasky,-Willian-Maeleney; M:—ANerin, and
Washington—¥uips

Col. Charles E. Flandrau, in charge of the defense of New Ulm,
had drawn up his men for battle outside of town, but in the first rush of

M} 80 were killed or wounded--wisthim WElIf—am=Héunre. The defenders
fell back toward the town, and the fighting frnmfﬁﬁiﬁiﬁ::::ifz;£a$~ﬁoint was

carried on from the very streets of the town, the~poldiferg= R T rom

“Puildines=or—tHe DESt vantage polmtesthey-tould find:

/'

A 7 The Le Sueur Tigers meanwhile teok'possession of a large mill,
which=£t:i§eeedd- they "loopholed and barrifcaded with sacks of wheat and flour."
They were,largelf responsiblé—fer keepifir the Indians in the west part of town.
This was on Saturday, August 23. The next day the Indians withdrew, md soon
afterwards Flandran retreated with 153 wagons of women, children, and wounded

feom
to Mankato. Probably 1500 whites had savedfffgmmt only=about 25 -

/4Zw aibler.
houses-were-teft-standing in Menlentos. ~The.rest had been burned.

Like most of the Minnesota Valley, Le Sueur County was thrown
W N
into a panic by the-prospect of Indian massacre. The settlers here thousht
Aj/ml—t/
that they had ewmen more to fear than Afarther up the wvalley where most=of the

/




Indians lived on reservations. HequShe:Inééans—haﬁ lived in camps among the

settlers almost like neighbors g kmewing.all their-habits-aid whereabouts. But

the, Sioux here overestimated the-strength=of-the whites and did not damesto

attack without~réin£brbﬁmantsé Instead they left to join the fighting elsewhere.

In spite of the fact that-mamy Indians turned upon their former

]

friends, thmrm Of Indian heroism and courage iwoteeung the
those on the warpath.' '

whltef from fhekrxswaxxagex Noi.all-the-Redmen-forget their old friends. Many
of the chiefs had been forced into'gki battle against their better Judgament,
and did all they could Qh:ih::ﬂty to protect white women and children.

Many Le Sueur County reaidonts fled to Belle Plaine, Jordan, and
Shakopee to the northe Bgt‘at those places again many ofsdie residents had
akso- fled, -gfiien to St. Pau} or Fort Snelling. All the valley towns were i:szuJ
stafie of gnest~ confusioni Pesheps 6he Benefictal=offect ol ali-thie was-Lhat
imnigrant-settlerssof-differentcustons and nationalities, Germaggi_zz;sh,
Scandinaviznsy=-Bolenianswand-Yanks; —were-all thrown togetherand came to know
eaCh other and-widerstand one &fiother vetters

In some cases ihe€ settlers chose to stay on their claims, iqsnite
of hea®iNg’ tales of the slnughter to the west, of, them. Watcﬂing’atherawh&rnyw
through axfwimgx .carpyine o few belongings with them, sémetimes even drlving .
a. few-head=of stock before them, these nioneers neverthelgss‘pr;ferred tz*st&ck
to thoir homes;—‘i£en‘ an' Indian alarm qgame, they retreated” to cellars or to
caves dug in the woodse.

JBaeck™fn Le Sueur after the men left to fight at New Ulm the
women were ket in fear-emd trembllng. Mra. Mayo, the wife of Dr. William W,
Mayo, tkan.nrove&ﬁ§8§be # of herozcn&#&ff. Geﬁ#fng all the women together;"ghé-

had them/%;ilput on men's clothimg. Then they stood on the edge of town shouldering




rifles a.nd fence rails or sticks so the Indians would think there-umas a large
m n«w auueremes -
force of men guarding the Le Sueu.r homes. Ferhap ]
poe mgﬂw-lnud. 7 ;
8} ‘-ag "Indian sco&t saé! the “1’u’_e-belieVC rrw'flson mmwm aa-i-

4

’ .no;; Le Sueur was,-well armed, At teast.Mra. Mayo helped to keep everybody

W
cool-and mfrightened.

the slain settlers, ay&"'éSﬁletimes‘were almost
emselvess A Danish, t'i?;.;reller, Robert Watt, who
visited here/in the '70s, writes that duriny‘ﬁﬁé 1862 uprising, MEhite warriofs
practiced scalping as vigo’df\!ously as thesreds, and this sort of ‘_’barbarirsm is
still/practiced on the fxgi;ntiers territories that are little set{tﬂled. Indeed,
it/is only a few years a;r;o sip€e the highest commanding military/’afficer in
Iuimesot#offered a prize for every Indian scalp that was brought to him." ;

At _anygesat®the mixmgxnaxxpxﬁxd:mm Indians werg‘!defeated
fimeddy Jat the dacdmwe battle of Wood Lake on September 2.’3 and thﬂ-\ipﬂém

1 - r/ A
m, ~v1tn the exception of a few scattered raids, Of 303 Indians
’ v
3%
condemned to die, all but 38 were pardonned by President Lincoln. Thesenwere

homg at Mankato em Dec. 26, | { b 2,

\

Young Ffank Tousley and Alfonzo Peck of Le Sueur went to-Mankato

after the h.a.nging to/get a body for Dr. Otis Ayers, supposedly to be used for

¢'

the sameﬁ,,purposes ¢ Dre. Mayo's Indian, Cut Nose. | On the way baclc the boys had

imbibed’ too much fire water an,df drove too fast; the body dfopped off the buckbdard. .“

/

They/reached home without,.»their gruesome burden. When they turned back to look |7
for it, they foﬂ’nd tk}e‘ hod.y lying in the road und.is«turbea. Nobody else had

Wanted the dead Ipdian.
Though Le Sumar County escawoed the brunt of Indian lmx_'ﬁm '
its settlers wer® o 4 A,




the settlers fled for their lives. Thus—the-sconomtasi:
“WheFo-bhere—as no- 168 of 1ife. And after the Shmeﬂ:lwm many-of
gbhve farmers were afraid to come back into the Va_lley., ~For a-14ttle while this
retarded s;éttlement and progress.

meing.the Dakotahs forfeited all their remaining
lands, smd‘\mq'st of them were shipped off to reservations in fo other states. A
few Inﬁ:&::m.s still live in the Minnesota Valley, mr@ therways~of “tHe white
man ,.and-some iave white blood 'ﬂﬂ‘\"h&g—tﬂ—thm ".But in Le Sueur County N

Soday~the Dakmkah—m are all but forgottern, ﬁ;ﬁ bive- onece- m:'miu ovwneresey

Minnesota's forests and prairies, are-nowsthe—!Veniohing-imericnmsii.

CHAPTER VII. INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
UP TO THE NEAR=MODERN PICTURE.

After the Sioux outbreak -there—foliowed 'throughout theMinnmesota
¥

Valley 5" short period-of stagnation. J'.lhe settlers were u.ncertsm jSt how to

face the future., Busimess investments—sagged. But 9nesen—j.~'ly it was seen that

the-dnflux—ef foreign 1mmigrr-\ﬂ“d:s g:we no' sign-of diminishing,'and the following

years brought &m an increasing flood of Euomean home-seekers. At thé ’énd of

the Civil VWar in=3886—tive soldiers e,sme chlr from the South, and '.;et1 about the
business of reconstruction. The settlers were réeampea&ed by the Federsl Govern-
ment§ for their losses in the Sioux War. ;Rj;‘ch farm lands and-naturzl-resouress
still remained to-be-developeds All-these—things santrimtetchy StiTHIated smx
a—continued progress, and soon the Valley was humming with activity and=Trosperity

onee again.




EQM'EHE One premiment factor in the expansion of Minnesota

and Eirexh Le Sueur Chunty was the improved mepne=of transpor-

}
1

tation and communication offered by newlyp=buailt rail sesd-ddnes, In-tite=waice.

of—the le%sm:sh—pufﬁ-ng stefam‘ooat a.nd tba-ame—i—ng—siage-steeé—came the
snarting-locomotive, Damtr MMMMMW@

W
every part of the County., QW ##L_Topced-out—of husinessw.

the-older and slower -types.of tra.nsnox-'tation.

As early as the middle fiftiles u:;;iﬂ: lines were rumoured-
fthowzx through the Valley, and kittde boom towns sometimes sprang up along the "
route'yi'zo#—-@n-pooo&--noads Uwa&l%#—hee&mductrufﬂmmatm
died_a— quiet_d.eath when the nu#i-s failed to come through.

One of-these-proposed nedlg- was the Southern Minnesota Railroad
Company, whose tracks W followed-the river route through Le Sueur
County. Construction of a road bed was begun in the fifties, but soon abandonede
Many such ventures collapsed &nﬂto the nanic of 1857,

Finmlly, 1n 1863/, the first railroad bime—im=Mizmesets was opened

Y A
to traffic, and the first locomotive ehugged t«ha ten mites from Ste Paul to §f.
Anthony. Two years later, the Minnesota Valley Railroad Company was organized,
wibir title to all lands and priv}leges greviously granted te the Southern
Minnesota Road. ,?he old rOu_d bed./as far as it had gone (was repalred learlyp=in
31866; and the laying of rails beghn, starting owt from Mendota. At that time
steel-raile.had.not-beenmperfected,.and iron rails were used instead.s
B By the fall of=a8686 the rails had reached Shakopee, and the next
year,é m Belle Plaine was—beellend af the—tines! At-each-town—bhecomming
af the railroad- meant*wﬂd‘ Gelebration and merry-meking.
z celitbralel]
At last ldwcame Le Sueur's turny/ On Wednesday, B December 4,

.,5-_-?-_:‘~

1867 at ].m-p-m- the MVW—ﬁ&QW dm LeSueur-




\

I+ -comsisted—of two passenger coaches, one baggage car, and 13 freight carsg
all-heavily loaded. The-loeomotiye—iBelleFimine' pulled thiz first—trainv—
~That mamlnga,t._]l‘-olcloak,; howevery a_single locemetivey—the-lisev-Potorl et
come—firste

e
) e e

Shortl;: a.ﬂter this a schedule wa® arranged whereby-ene-—might

meke a trip to St. Paul and return the same day, with three hours to spend in

Ste Paul. The fare was $3.15, By stage xhauéare had been $5.

\ On December 7 an excursion party of about § 300 people in eight
coaches drawn by the "Mankato" came dgwm to Le Sueur. Dinner was served at the
Excelsior House, prominent speskers toasted the occasion, and gemersl merry=-

making followed.

The Le Sueup-Courier heralded thg;mmfng of the railroad wite™

,_,,-—’

many expletivgg.a%ﬁch as these: “See_Lf".E'éokl Behold] All thin®% that were
promif/edfﬁz;e come true. PeTatial cars drawn by _the€ "'s:;viftly running, loudly
(.ano'rﬂting locomotive! Get out of the wayl ~Gitl"

The next year this line reached East St. Peter, tna.lus;ﬁag‘the"

f the Tounty, alcuswthempbwers About that time the road changed

its name toljSt. Paul and Sioux City Railroad, and began an extension of the
line into Iowa. Still later, in 1880, this road again-ehanged—i-te-name, ‘
JDbeeconming the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Omaha Railroad, sometimes
called simply The Omaha, »o~r today a part of the Northwestern Systeme

The seeoné railroad to-come inte Le Sueur County was the Winona
and St. Peter, now also a part of the Nor thweﬁn system. ’I‘he-ﬂinona'—mé—s*;.
Beber crossed the Minnesota river in May, 1871,Awas extended westward. Kasota
is the only station in our C"oAu.nty. on-this-road.

)kthird railroad was the Minneapolis ané St. Louis, whiéh
reached this-Lounty in 1877, cutting_thxough the eaﬁte;n%th to

south. Closely following the M. & St. L. was bhe { division of the Milwaukee




Road, paseing through Montgomery, Le Center, Cleveland, and Kasota, connecting
Le Sueur County with St. Paul ean-the-ome=end,; and Mankato.on—rtha-nther.

The last road built through our.Gounty was the "Dan Patch"
electric and steam road Imikkxfxm——eemstrueted between Faribault and Mankato.
Today the-ban P%tch road is a part of the Great Western System. - Its only
stations in mmxx@omx Le Sueur County are Waterville and Elysian, in—the—far
southern-part—of the-County.

The=earlylocomotives on these ﬁ;et railroads were wood
burners, ridiculously small, with funny little hooded smokestacks. Cutting

_ firewood from the neesmby Big Woods became an important amdeprefit=zble occupa-

thon. Tie-making al@e flourished for many years, especlflly osk, white elm,

—

R [ 2;1
and butternut being-used.ddem the local forests. Nany farmers—relied—on—io—"=

in the winter fer—apart of their incomes

THE GROWTH OF Coming of the railroad stimsleted local industries
QUARRYING e

by providing a convenient.-and cheap-means-of marketiiné—ene-l-e-
wares to the outside world. Among-the-firet-industries to- benefif was. gquarry=-
iémgs The famous "Kasota étone" was mined -here at an early datg soon after the©
«Coﬁnty was settled, but nothing muwas done to develop the industry until
2fET the coming-ef-the railroadd ;‘,BBMEQ_,building stone was the most
important industry in Kasota and Le Smmym Sueurs
: workers

Kasota stone was much-tess important until H=was discovered
that the rock will teke a high polish. Then, although kctually a hard limestone,
RoMeiimEs }{nown technically as dolomitqbauﬁfsé-tt hii a combination of both

carbonate of lime and magnesiumg the stone mined in Le Sueur County ¥ often

was-referred—to aeasota pink and yellow marble"

tn .

.BMMMMeste&vin thesgtone. quarrying /
induebry;—and _opened separate. Quarries—im-keasaise The develvpmenteof i,
Babeock were-carried on by his sony-Charles-W.. Iabcack, SPtenhebdeRthcodobhe

fFarderxsfxXusntaixe

A




In 1905 when the M# new Minnesota State Capital was being
erected the-Kasota stone recieved ite first nation-wide publicity. Much of
the interior work, --the halls, stalrways, and floors---were comstructed of ,__ -

Kasota stone, Before long it was known far-and-wide. —

Previously,. fbefm mg take a nolish the-—

Jiinpesoba-Biver Valley limontsne way sed as—e-common=building stomwe. —Many

o s '):MM

found&tions, Md.ges, culvar,ta-,-fand other exterior work Was nad o-.out-of-the g

Kasota+gtones - Todw-»ﬂg&uﬁu«-a%ene has, been used in more than 20 states,vf—

" M
the Unioms [ts pink and yellow lustre has helped bmtii'y. the 1nteriors of

state capitals, hotels, railway stations, cathedrals, and office buildings all-
zf over the Unien.

At Ottawa th}, stone quarrying industry dwindled, until today

that locality is lefiown pfincipally for 4 fim& grades of Band taken £rém mesxiy
pbts in th€ earth and used in_th€ manufacture of glasss In“Some parts of the
Count;}') the upper or inferior layers of limestone haweé been used for burning,

to make raw lime. ‘, e ; Y A 4
s / i

Quarrging aﬁwsmwwmpredm&;;/w a great
mineral industry second only to iron mining(in’ m&a. W,Le
Sueur County an& thﬁ;!éﬂ.nﬂﬂﬂ%lley has m:xx played wmar part in
making Minnesota twelfth among m nroducing stetes.-of the—Unlon. Kesobn-
stonefoday is used-beth-inside-and. ocut.. .. It is marketed roughj=sawedy-planed,

or cube, It is.used-as a polished-lmarble,! as floor tile, building stone, or

even_as..crushedsrock. i‘b-’f;\:"l’fm )

OTHER INDUSTRIES—-— But quarrying wasn't the only industry that came inte
cmmnms“ MILy (VG
eerly prominence in Le Sueur County. .A.mong the others were

notably the mllling and canning industries. Todsy the two largest jpla,nts oY

T e e e b ____)

the Minnesota Valley Canning Cormaany are located in our Co\mty, one pach at
' lt-_; L e ‘44{ A' b s u., M; A r "LI_

D 2
Le Sueur and Mantgomery crnanda X G é«:"p /oo~ b é)
A—— ) ‘

Yo .
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The Minnesota Valley Canning Company ha&a&m_m&ia?\hagmgg————
in 1903« Only corn was packed at first) b&bahgf 1910 peas were also added.
In-}%i-:%rﬂ Cosgrove -eane on the sceney—and playeﬁ a promiment part in devel-
oping thév' industry. Follewing him;OsN+ Cosgrove and-hisson,—Edward-Cosgrove,

s S ’MMT T Wk :

C. N. Cosgrove\ has-been called-For-many years—the chief citiz

i Le-Sued¥ " “He was once -bive mayor of Le Sueur, Wgs a member of the Minnesota O‘”}II/‘

state Senate, and a world traveller. In.the-eannins-company. organisatienwhe

was successively Secretary, Manager, President, and chairman of the Board of

Directorsd - H:ls‘ ey tgorsucces‘s_",,ha.s heen quoted.as,—Ambitionr—falith-in-God;—

my fellow men,.and. myselfy—and-work, V==snd—the gre&tesﬁtr qf thegse, he~gaid;-was -work.
Admost-entirely—the Minnesota Valley Canning Comp;ny' wes"built

by local men. ByalS8d=the famoué Del Maiz BEENdsST corn M&Mg

and-soon—afterwards- the equa:l?:y well«kncwn variaty of 'oeas.h:nnxa:: Green Gianti

_;Mela’ndw iy-l%g the industry founded in Le Sueur ha,d expended to many

other Minnesota and Wisconsin towns, and-had-beeome—the-largest exclusive

nackers/ef‘com ang-peas—in-the-world. Iis-produets—were-shipped arcund thHe

N
~&Lobé, or an a.nnual output o about $3,400,000.

I
| N

Oif* abeut 500 employm -at—the—home nla:nt 1n tha‘b “Same yeur,
166-were bxeaeieana ‘The Mex'lcan fxmthm workers- mvwm

reflen—
whe»-havmwth $0 work in the sugar beet fields andrgu-mhe—eanning_..,
factories during-idle-periods ik—the beat ﬂelds. -

In Le. Sueur—-the mex’.i;cams live\by themselves. about-two blocks

l

.}*‘ ! iy

horth of the plant,’ where—they-lave constmeted a typmal Mexican #illage, which ALy
they call Pueblocito Del Maiz, or Corn Village. Their t-i:ny adobe houses hmse.
form pn interesting contrast to the modern city of Le Sueur.

Today the-Miffiesota Valley -Canning Company feeds upwards of

250,000,000 people with Minnesota peas and corn. Its development of a production




area of at least 30,000 acres especially suited to the growth of green vegetables
has been a significant factor in the prosperity of k= southern Minnesota and

Le Sueur Countye.
OTHER -IMPORTANT
INDDSTRIES
e UStry
millong
Prague and Montgomery are the,centers,of—dirke—treds. Flour from the Commander
!

Mill at Montgomery, as well as the Seal of Minnesota Flour from New Prague, are

_known far and wide.. The milling industry, however, developed earlier than some

others, and therefore we have already told the story of flour milling in Le/Sueur .

e —

County when we took up the early history of our chief towns.

quqtj3$?§§- Many'leBSBI-lndu&t?iéﬂ*fiUﬁflSh Here too. A—fursibure—fachkbay
et Our County seaﬁ, Le Suaux,lﬁoxﬁ
example., has.iﬁportaﬁtzcbncrete bibék, ice cream,’sugar, and cigar factories, ae-

: , |
well-as xexmexies . § thriving creamer&esw""Other towns have similar developmemtss
A furniture factory in Waterville has built up a wi&e reputations

Waterville and Elysian are also the focal point ojh popular re=
sert area. Lake Elysian is one of the most ¢ besutiful in the Countys *TFrom

pioneer timeﬁ)fisherman)from nearby states came-up-here. ilo-fdsh. «in° more recent

tdmes seining of rough £ish became a profitable inddstrys

Ipe28%6 1t is related that, 50,000 pounds of carp and buffalo fish

wereseined in one night from a lake near Elysian. The sein®was 3000 feet long,

dropped through a channel cut in the icey, A tract;on engine was-required to
draw the haal from the lake. ’I;;ghg:ﬁcatchv;apaato&f;nzgaégfigssaidminuhiru'“*‘
yotalled 1005 000" pounds,~but~wiether or not arl=im—eme.night is not xx;nxin

The fish_;;;Tusually shipped to New York, whax:'tt brought the shippers from

three to four cents a pound.
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BANKING. Wibh fhe progress of the Tounty and -expansion of industries the

natural  dememd—for-eapital.and. security led eventually to the founding of banks.

The first bank in Le~Sueﬁ§mﬁeun%y was owe $f established| by George D. Snow at

[ L A
Le Sueur in 1869.~ This.was followed by.the Le Sueur County Bank, founded by L.
Quackenbush in 1875.

=The-RPiret-Nationasl-Bank-ef-Le-Sucur-was-orgenisged-in-1884-
The First State Bank of Montgomery was fiwet established as a

private bank in 1890, and was chartered as a State Bank in 1903. In Le Sueur
the First National was founded in 1894. These-were-the—eariiesi banks,=but
ﬂany-vthers'followed,fn the early Twentieth Century. As—bankinmg=nsUses are
dependent on_a growing and-expanding.commereial—enterprize,-all-these other
Rhases-—-the development-of -agriculture, guarrying, milling, and canneries=-—=
_naturally - came first¢-aau¢ today the Le Sueur County banks are é an essential
part of our mwwwm;shﬁammh—4*4;“*“““””““‘czz ﬁf“

X XEROOUINEY ‘

A CHANGING In spite of the importance of some industries, however,
AGRFCULTURE '

Le Sueur County has always been and today remains a typically

rural, agricultural region. Even two of its foremost 1ndﬁstries are directly
dependent onfthe"effortS'and'nrosnerity of—the-farmer. Therefore we have-teft

\'(\,;y {
thexstaryxafxs ta«th'a}aet the story of the development of farning.in-io-iuour

Countys Valley
: The richnesseef=the soil along the Minnesotahand in the Big

Woods was widely.heralded. and-naturelly attracted thé !gggézbe farmers Ve

have todd how the first settlers planted crops between tiae stumps in tiny fields
chonned out of the forests. Most of these-immigrants were'thr‘fty, enterprizing—
men+.—They found the soil even richer than they had hoped, and prosperity———
rewarded—their-effortss Tradually ey aﬁ-ﬁhem*enta:gbd“their holdings. Some &
would worry alang withoué the—nvoper comforts,. scrimpiag and savifizg to be able

to buyx‘#hau~nsxx—89~aefes.* Out-of -such-stock-emerged—many-of tire most—

= 1

prosperous farmers fgmed in Minnésota.




~Fé:rmers who settled on the bottom landg-found—themselves
especially favored. The Minnesota Valley bottoms, resembling in some ways
thoseofthe -Nile' ¥alley, are g%—ennsi&ored more fertile than the

surrounding area. -Due-to-the.richness-of-the-seil, corn ripens from a week

to ten days earlier, Wheat here has vielded as high as 38 bushels to the acre.

~Farmers-on-the-bottoms, ’dwever, have always been faced with
the threat of floodﬂ. Though it is the successive floods that have enriched
the __land with layers of fine silt, jle high waters are gled aptj: {;o wash out Tl
éropé, or leave the soll covered with layers of.cemmen sand. The years 1881,
1903, and 1927 %typical flood years. In 1927 loss to the farmers of the
Minnesota Valley was estimated at $200,000. ‘
GW it ‘“‘sz" time-during—tHe pioHeer-ery; hewmr-r«” ‘asshoppers
e were -a-much-greater #111‘-6&’5 to agficulture in I/-elilslu r County than
even the worst flood. —Smwmeen record@®d in various parts of
the State from time ‘ito time, sbut the worst plague d.i.d.-mt-—h—i—b—mtﬂ;:i—i& the &70s.
By 1876 the greedy-insects were ravaging the entire Minnesota Valley. Nearly ;
the whole State suffered, £t began to be a question whether insects or man
shouté—rul ‘- the State.

Sometimes the lemf}s- came in hordes that-made-a~noise like the -
roaring wind, (Every green thing(disappearediin their path: Whole fields of
grain were c‘cmsv’:.z—med. in a few hourse Trains were even blockaded ﬁil.ile thepily—
dni(ft.ggwere shoveled off the tracks ©Sometimes they piled up along roads to
a depth of two feet.

The frantic settlers did everything they could-thinkof—to——
destroy-the _inseets. They dug ditches, bumt"“fields, invented "Hopperdozers"
smeared with hot tar to catch the gragsshoppers like flies on flypapers. But-
fox“r‘the millions destroyed, other millions took théir vlaces.

@M(Mif? P = R e -

3 ’;Phe plagué beglh to be a menace to ’\life itself. Menyfamilies—
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were—-in-want. Iu. g wi.de ﬁzjei_ggfside of-Minnesotathe plague also-raged.
Governor John S. Plllsbury personally travelled among the sufferers and gave
away large sums of money out _of his own pockete
Conditions-became-so—alwrming—that ,'a‘ convention was held in
Omaha to consider methods of defense. Congress was petitioned for aid. A
bill was passed authorizing a bounty of $1 a bushel for the insects, and 50
cents a gallon for their eggs. WNeothing-seemed—to—help mch. ,F'ﬁeligious
organizations throughout the State began to # Sponsoi' ‘sw'pec‘ial prayer, sessionss—
Finadiy, in response to tpatgen,gzral feeling, Goveror Rillsbury
proclaimed April 26, 1877, a day of genera,l fasting and prayer, Eve;'yona was
to pray for e—spring-snowstorm._to kill off the.-new-crop-of hoppers. Degpite a
few scoffers the whole State on that day became iike a huge camp-me#i-ng, young
and old on the farm, in every village, c:Lty and hamlet, ﬂoeked. together to praye.
mw;;alx,ﬁf snowstorm cane. PSome—dented—that—tire
_srring-storn=didomach ‘dan'.fage:to the hoopners. /Even before the appointe:a day
of prayer the pests’ begaﬁ to disappear. Lg.fgﬁ hosts-of the)
tonleave,,in-aa—bod%‘ No one knows what happened to them or where they wenﬁ),ﬁ. ‘
bit-at-tenst vhey were gone;-and thé settlers were thankiule:
Since_)877 there have been no locust plagues of equal severity,
_j;xt'from time to time the/peass have been troublesome. Insecfs remain one of
man's most dangerous enemies. Today the U.S. Department of Agriculture and—tae
Division of Entomology employ mndreds of men and spend thousands of dollars
annually te—study insec;t control, Special bulletins are printed to aid the
farmer_in-seientific-pest-tontroleFor-every-dollar expended—in-control,. the

farmer-4e—saved—$10-in-larger crop production.

Another historic yea.r in Le Sueur County agriculture was

/

1878 —-t.pe ar that forjgot ‘to brifg 4 winter}[ Fron Ghri,stmi d:;y

eep\\ v |the wQathe was m:lld and spring-élike. 1 Evg!'ybod looked

ange, but it didn't come. The farmers were puzzled.




-

Since eaply January many farmers had bee iowing what fields

in the fall. $4§§ Bragging fellowed. Then one farmep”

Vg
er. After a little others follbwed suit, until i hundsreds of

acres of gpfin had been sowed/. Presentlf a great deal of the sxzpi"}ng wheat
the ground. Then, finally, £he long-expected cold sné:z) arrived,

Whed spring reaJ.ly came, it meant replanting.

_‘_,-

mmtxnmﬂmnﬁxammm&nﬁmm

Toda.r‘fhe farmer esn rely on long-period” government statistics il

W
GO .

and weathg;/{eports to guide him in plantings Hen,nfm&e_g}ﬁm ool :

/"
the padio and agricultural bulletinse ~
P
A CHANBING With theearly expansien of "a.griclilture in-Minnesota
CROP” SY SN T /\
& wheat begade the staple crop. In some localities the farmers

planted hardly anything else, and wheat ‘became-lnown-as & "money crop." /Before

ng ,6- L0, ar
long~this piz::t:ﬂ:—the land to wheat _year after year, mm the soil; in-bad
Lr Vo ety / 49 W«—m@

e -, 5

_yeara-the wheat farmers were left he-bag. Graduslly the mlsta,kiw' of
the #one ¥ crop ‘system"éame to be realized. !

In Le Sueur éounty mixed farming was somewhat more common, ewem
in the beginning. Thé adapteabidity-of -soil permitted many crops to be raised, -
‘_,'k"few far’mers turned their attention to such things as tobacco culture, Lrowing
hops, ~codddebing maple sugar, @F honey production. Abowt 1895 corn begausbewbe

Zxwm grown with success as new and improved varieties of seed were developed

and introduced. An earlier-mgturing corn made comg production in Minnesota —

_

crntiyely.tenstvle, and before 1ong corn cropg in Le Sueur County exceeded whee.t,.\
%@.“f o
%still -ﬂve more importa,nt bu.-t farmers in our-County, rely on

p=than, any one Crops

WWM

- s T S

W
Subcthe early’ fumu*mmced tHat same-difficul ty, oftm ﬁ!“mmeven more

e




severe degree. One of the most profitable crops ever raised~in Le Seeur County
the -
was ¢ bumper potatoe vest of Reuben Butters @pAfK“é’,'sota. He had raised”900

bushels on fiwe acres of land and sold_‘,_,thefh/at $2 a bushele The pekt year

every}:od’;;r/ ralsed potadoes and gxzrégted to get richs But wibh the,‘supply thrown

" 'd
a1 the market that year, the price dropped to ten cents a bushel.
less
Anedlver crop ,common in Le Sueur County today is sugar beets.
were ""(for a few years
Beet fields mx® especielly important/gn Meatgomery~aad~£anseburg tewnshipsﬁ
wére

Several hundred car loads of beets mxe shipped out anmmually to the Minnesota

———

Sugar Company factory at Chaska. Several by—ﬁr&i{ii}%}f%wtﬁép%
zzzgusqd,hy-ﬂﬂﬁ“fgiééz;éeuﬁh{gsApn&oipitated lime~for fertiliger;and a dried
pulo-sodd=to dairy farmers-and xksk sald to- increase the"flow of milkerToday
the acreage géun&o&*to sugar beets has declined, probably in f;§§r of &alrying,
dand-tivestoekproductions

The Freatm change, in farming has M oecurred EBHhin
the last 869years.(\2Hnr15qnumdan,c£ &airying, crop rotation and diversifica-
tion, and #ke poultry busimees have sﬁi Gan&ELhuied»to ﬂrogreﬁg ;;ihin the
changlag.o;&er Wtermtingmrmbnme Prot..of _,__lggﬁ.
from“year to.yesar, preyents the 5011 from #Fwenring -outy®-or losing-its FEFEIlitys
Diversification seeks to.use all byproducts and-resources in the bést pessible

S : - ‘fﬂpukﬁiag -atl“his egFs in-ome-basket. _ .
'fiL;fT* — _Bven-kess theli 30 /years ago there was very little farm machinery,

little dairying, and mixed or diversified farming was still rare. Fewerwhogs
ta&é—beafs—were rgiéga and silos were almost unknown. Today stodc feeding
raibs %l th-deiebng—se— 1eading 1ndus (o e—Whorens £oruorly Kogs wepe fed on

slops and refuse, Hhey-are now raised on balanced rations.carefud Sele

Hundreds of cars of hogs and cattle are shipped to South Ste Paul annually-




£

¥

‘iﬁgn:k%dern farm machinery appseared, cﬁanging‘the customs ofA
centuries/| the upheavai was_as.great-as-the-later—coning of the automebile,
Since the invention of the reaper in 1831 mebthedssmef~harvesting had undergone
a gradual t%ansitiﬁn, but in 1871 there were still some of jjseS¥d old fashioned
cradles in use in Le Sueur County. That same year it is said‘there weré:;::e
oxen than horses about Le Sueur. The first steam threshing rigs did-wot appeari
untilTthe Tate 1708 in ourfCountx4nééaeéag~a tremendous amanhtzaf excitement.
The.old timéfs found i+ véry'hard at firét to adjust themselves to the new orders

THE-DEVELOPMENT But-ome= 5T THE MOST-tuportant=smnd=interesting Dhasel|
OF DAIF Ge 3
S of @ changing agriculture kmsxk 1is the growth of dairying.
Starting from.a<lmmble beginning, dairying de today one of the chief reasens for
the prosperity of Le Sueur County.
~Ameng the early.settlers were-g-few-who brought with them a cow,
used t4 break the soil as well ag for milking. The average pioneer, however,was

not so fortunate, and usually had&to be satisfied to buy a ¢alf and wait for the

animal tb grow upe.

Usually any breed of cow was acceptable—anything with four 1egs

\ |
that would give a stream of milk. |{Barnyard animals roamed at)\large throughéthe

iZuzzm,—;»; 4 \
woods and meafdows.  Shose having ghesin fields had to fence them in or stand| the
rustic '

consequentes. The first fences werd usually mxmikm affairs mu&ivufxxuiixz kann

as *worm fences¥ made of rails. k

f posts%
and poles

and shelte




Milk in th9s’e early days was laid out in shallow pans afhd crockg

and kept cool in g duggdt or cellar. Then the cream was skimmed off, and what

was left after the ﬁamily go#—ttg‘ft&t went to the pigs. When ©@nough cream had

been gathered, it/was churned into butter in a narrow, ba{r’él-shaped chdrne A
hand dasher had@ to be worked up and down laboriously u:ntil the butter/"ecames"
%:{B?ashing* butter was a picturegque but arduous custom often
dreaded by fhkm small boys and young men of the’householde A few rigged up odd
contrivénces to make use of the family dog/or calf to do the work of dabhinge
About/ 1870 the restangular or barrel churn revolved by a crank came into use,but
was/not a great improvement on the 6ld method. The bupter churned was usually
ed for merchandize at the town store at the rate of 6 'to 15 cents a pounde
In 1860 Le Sueur County had about 1,500 cows. in 1890 this
number had 1ncreased to over 8000, but dairying was s&bil not’j paying businesse

Mosd L

B’utter was stlll—m{ made on the farms and traded at the village stores.
\ Tha Lo/

The quality was generally POOT andnlrr?@_aij o&cd:@l hence there was no
outside d.ema,nd.._m There is-one-case" ;m":v::c‘ord of butter shipped to New-York-in
1887 -and nefting only 9 cents a pounti.

In 1887 Le Sueur-County-had—two cheese factories, -om& at Le
Sueur and.ﬂon'e at—Cleveland. A private-creamery-was opened at New Prague in '88y
Eheae-were fho Sirsty h;’(‘:reamery machinery in use; now was then unkowne.

The years 1_89&96 introduced a new period in dairying. FProduction
af butter in “’factories" increased rapgdly. A more uniform, better grade of
butter could be made in the creameries, and & demand for Minnesota butter begam
t0 grows Fmxmeysxzuwwsxxgsaprzkest Neighboring farmers went together amd took
turns 4o bring their milk to town. (The Babcock tester for butter fatg am*é{.ébor

saving machinery on the farm allowiﬁg more time toldairying were factors that-

contributed.borthe rapid-new interest in dairyinge.

About 1900 another—itmor+ani _innovatien—came into being. Before




1830 there werel mo mechanical cream separaters in-usein-Le Sueur County. By
1900, ¢hvey had almost entirely dispbaced the old crock and pan methods TFrom
1960—to—1910—somecreameries TefUsed 10 receive cream—separabed—on-the—farnm,
as-many-patrons—did not-use-the-gp-separators properly or did.-not keep them
elean.The new method actually caused-a-lowering. in the quality of butter.

But thecrean—separator{-decreased—the frequency and cost-of
delivery to—the farmer;—and -eventually -beceme-a standerd fixture. Imoproved
methods of care and feeding cattle, the growing of milk-producing féeds, the
introduction of better, warmer barns ﬁon-w&nter"dairying;‘the development of
pure bred stock,all mede-for improvedcéaality; increase&hdemanQ/ and_hisher

_prices for dairy products. Attentien to pure bred herds espeeinmldy raised the .
standards}andxprofits of dairymeq, During—thfs-perio&“theremwereIfew more
total number~e£—milkﬂceﬁs.ﬁbu& profits trebleds -Bestern—mericets—opened—up-—rapidly..

in:the miadd e 'S0s 4the-cooperative creamery syshemn beganjbe—be
diseuvssed—There—were mmy obstactes—to—surmount—at-firsty-but in 1893 the
first cooperative creamery\was organized at Kasota. IHreperaied_a fow. jearse

The next yeay +8%dy the Kilkenny Cooperative Creamery and the Waterville
Cooperative Creamery were organized. These-were the first in Le Sueur-County.

Today the Cooperatives handle a large share of the dairy imdm=txy products, as-

well_as servihg the farmer in many -other—ecepsmeitiess

Today, [Jue to the mccentance of improved methods, -Dairying has

become one of the-backbones of agriculture, end-therefexre- of prosperity in our
County, Bui-new-ideas—and-inventions have always—been-ridiculed, -every.since
history began. And so farmers. at first.-did-not-tske mich stock in the new
notions! of-scientificagriculture;—in-land fertilization, crop rotation,

seed testing and dips, alfalfa-acreage-and-silos, vpure bred-herds, disease

# tested stock, electric appliances,-and countless-other-process: But resulis

spoke for themselves, -amd the new dectrines spreade. -Today even-mechanical
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milking machines are very-common:—IT thé average farmer were asked to returns
Lo-the-outdated-methods of yesteryear, hHe would entylzushe bttt

be.Sueur County.toeday-has many achievements to be proud.of-=s
an-ggricultural commumity. From 1920 to 1930 when the size of the average
farm in Minnesota was decreasing, the average farm in Le Sueur County increased .
from 116.7 acres to 126.4 acres.  Our Gounty has)furthermore,the third lowest
farm tenancy rate in the State: that means that feﬁer of=blte farmers in this
County are me»edy renters ﬂ:& haﬁe not.been.able-to omn their owm farms. The

7ﬁ“§;§§2%ahere“is slightly more-than one fourth. All-ef-tHis indiecates—a-high
relative state of.prosperity.in-le-Sueur—County)s

According to_the latest figures available(for 19352)of 2249
farms in the County}887 ranged from 110“£67174 a&fes, and 668 ave?aged 5o;a%
acr88>iﬁ>éi73g\\?his is an average of 121.8 acres é;bqgge size, or‘ﬁ declinex
from the 1930 le;;i}\put still comparing very favorably\qith ratios of decline
in other States.

According to the-same figures, mopeewe®, Le SwenrCOutinty is
first in the production of winter wheat, first in peas produced for commericial
canneries, fourth in the production of sweet corn, and seventh in the value

\
of vegetables harvested for sale. -Suauiyi&htSWis-ae;;éﬂrd'tﬁ"TﬁFiﬁﬁnﬁPﬂrE
auong-87-tountiesl [Dhe future seems bright if Tarmers in thiseCounty-oon=-
tinue to.praetice-diversified farming{%?growth of_truck-garden produd,

lo Rlggpdrmeiing™
and & pHent of livestock produets.

-t /
Manykprogressive organi zations.=hew, have werked-together—for

' e —
better farmings. The @rangers, 4H clubs, and many otherg4pushggi;the—en}&gh$-

A

ened—azricultture. -Lhe first County agricultural society was formed in 1857 or
It . and
18658, [\ud: held annual exhibits at.Cleveland until 1876, A Bince then hasg had

them at-Le Sueur. The annuwel County Fair sponsored by the Le Sueur County

Agricultural Society abtelhe=@eniter in Augustjeach year has-beecome—s center for

/

rthsfdisp;ey-oérinnaknppegposs~xibhiar$ho~cnunxy.

Y




With the march-of-progress and increasing prosperity-in
Le Sueur County,—however,—the population-trends-did-not keep pace..
The pinnacle of population was reached 4m about 1900, when census figures
reveal 20,234 persons luing in our Counmty. -After that a decline;set—ine
As early as the "70s there haa—been- a-deeided exodus of
Minnesota Valley farmers toward the prairie lands of Dakota. But at that time
hundreds of immigrants were still pouring in fromthe-East, and the population
grew steadily.
By 1900 immigration began to wane, and espeei=ttydurimg—the
__decade=¢ 1900-—17910 hundreds went north to Canada or west to claim government

landg in new territories. Most of the villages in the county began to go

| backwards then; some towns drepped-200-or—more. [

/ﬁj -
a. pepu}a'b:orrof =T 870, | % within—the~ mxt**endyﬂam.,this ~had climbedi I 1 T8 TS

WLWWS eane-many-0ther changes in Le Sueur

Countye. In-the-!'Gay-Nineties! the nation-steod-on—the-brink-of-anew-age. Be-
sides the ideas and discoveries effectinmg agriculture theme=were other aew in-
ventions and theories -that-ﬂmne‘fo revolutionize life.

’_r_Ii;mhlings.of I'?he coming machine age were just beginning to—be-

_heapds Bicycles, bustles, and mutton sleeve dresses were still 7t'hn'l-»‘-1vegue, but
-~
everywhere-one-heaprd-of-thriiding new amusements and new ways of living. St-etfp-

tieian-slides; phonograph concerjts, telephone)commmméeation, mm electric lighting,
and sutomobiles were gﬁ recent marvels.

The early "horseless carriages" of the first decade”of the Twen- .~ .

~
» -~

tieth Century created as-mich exci-tement as _the-first a,irnlanes years lake’i. In
- ol ~

those days,aﬂtomooiles often sto')pad’ for no, reason, (el . 'I'hey ere a luxury

7

onky the wealthy could afford.

Motor travelldmg  was at first confined to a radius of about ten
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_Didee As the-aulo-ers -epenad,g;;mers were slow t‘.a' support”.hig‘hway improvements,
-fhere was bitter antagonism at first toward road boosters. Rurai—dwellers said
it was mainly the city "big bugs" who benefited, and that t;he new "contraptions"
frightenéd teams into ditches and were a danger to the countryside. But as the

T e
automobile became a standard fixture, this attitude graduslly-altered, -and ﬁoday
Le Sueur County,though having only-one-paved trunk-highway, has hundreds of miles
of smooth-surfaced roads traversing-sllparts—of-the-Lounty.

With new inventions to speed up the pace of life, modes of dress
and amusements also changed. Forty years ago winged collars, brown derby hats, and
white shirts with stiff bosoms am& were all-the-wogue for men;. Qirls wore "mutton'
sleeves, bustles, bangs, and skirts that trailed the ground.

Other odd customes were detachable shiri-euffe—amd—cuff-holders;
long-menaciing-hat pins, hunting. case.watches that popped -open—mysteriouslyy—and- 7
watch_charms made.out-ef-ecarved-peaech-seeds. About 1890 hﬁmamaée~knick~knack9r'
rsuéhhaa;burnt wood novelties and water color paintings,were all=thesrage. Magic
lanterns,xzkexex were popular. Pianos were still luxuries.

Baseball Was popular-way—back 1 tHe T8Us and 'J0s.  Few-players
m used gloves at first, and ibe. catcher.were-no-masi-or-patsr-—Bip-scores

w»é—cmmoa. Around 1900 the first squeaky phonographs fitted with head phones
P 2 8
came into uses Within the next decade the first "cinema/:_’ thrilled small sudiences

who never dreamed they were wi‘énmimg the beginnings of our hugef, modern movie
-
industrye. Slidewe comanlacMe Neinems palace” DILII oF=Pares

In 1898 Le Sueur County .took part aage&y in the Spanish American

Wary, et An 42&4\11: Was not 50 easy be-pkiisama—hastiii ""Apopulation to ‘war

against the "Fatherland." With-a-censtant.flood of propaganda and with the tide °
of warsgoing ageinst-American interests, kkxwx= ‘Q)ur German citizens were torn
bet ween two .loweés. Yot when war was declared in 1917, they rightfully-renained-

layal to their adopted land; _Be know now that no one gains by wars Im the long




run both victor and vanquished are losers,

LeSueur County, which today is one of the richest and most productive
in Minnesota, has been built by the patient thriftt and courage of these earlier
mx citizens, A few of these have become well known outside the county.

One such citizen was Iracy Bangs, son¢ of A, W, Benps, & lawyer who ceme
to LeSueur in 1861 or 1862, The Bangs were Democrats, as were most LeSueur
County folks in the early years, but when Tracy was nineteen they moved from
LeSuewr to Grand Forks, N.D., where to be a Democratic was to be in great dis-
favor, Said the father to the son, "Tracy, this is an wncanny land, where the
Irish vote the Republican ticket and the river flows ndrth". Tracy became a
famous lawyer, known in meny cities of this country, and though not then a
resident of our county, he came back several time to visit LeSueur, the city
of his youth,

Thomes Hamilton Smullen came with his parents to Lexington towmship

in 1863. At twenty-two he was elected to the St@te Legislature, the youngest
ward

man ever to hold that office, After mx¥ifekimecimwikiek hd held meny other
and, Ucr Tt a Qerory
city and county offices, /ims made a judge and allowed to practive in Probate

Court theuwsh—net—atewyer,xuxhaxmeakarkaty In 1930 when he was 78, kmxkha
Skxckarx

Soxckm he was.elected to the State Senate, and became the oldest member of
the legislature as he had once been the youngest.

Perhaps our most distinguished citizen was George T, Plowmen, Archi-
tect, lecturer and author, Mr, Plowmen was also famous in meny cities of the
world for his etchings., He was born in LeSueur in 1869, the son of a blacke
smith, After studying at the University of Mimmesota, he spent several years
in art centers abroad, HMis work has been exhibited in many cities, both in
America and Burope, his works are in the Royal Academy in London, and in the
art collection of the “ongressional Library at Washington, His most famous

the
rmrkxix pieces are his studies of/fast-disappearing Ewxmpeznr covered bridges of
Europe.

e often visited LeSueur, the last time was just before his death in 1931.




These men, together with humdreds whose neames are not knowmm except to
our
their nighibors end friends, are worthy sons of kkm pioneers whose lives were
spent in hewing a civilization out of the Big Woods. Those first Indien trails
they followed have given way to smooth surfaced highways, steamer and stage
coach to streamlined trains and the aubomobile, Life has quickened its pace
in our county since those early days.
Yet every spiing still brings out the harrow and drill, and every autum
the reaper. The leaf mold of the vanished Big Woods is the rich black loam,
a world
the soil upon which, in spikm of change, the people of LeSueur County still
build their prosperity. #nd in spite of the hundreds of new interests that
the the
clamor for attention in press, and over radic, the weather, crop prospeots
and market conditions are still moot questions with our peopls.

Other parts of the world may have gient buildings, great ships and busk

factories. Our people are content with their fields which were grubbed from

virgin forests, where our great grandfathers pxk plented the first ecrops between

the stumps, one hand on the plow and one of the rifle.




run both victor and vanquished are losers.
LeSueur Countygmbrkah today is one of the most productive in our

e :
state, still building on the solid\foundation laid by thrifty immigrant far-
>
mers and craftshmen, has a z

I

run both vieter end vanquished are ;osers.

Today LeSueur County is one jof the richest and mosf prpductive counties

in Minnesota, XThisxhxzxkmmn built lon the solid foundation lajd by. these early

v ¥ =]

. . s - |
thrifty immigrant farmers snd craftfsmen,

run both victor and \vanquished are|losers.

LeSueur County, one of the|richest and most productive counties in

Minnesotea,
LeSueur County, which todiy is one| of the richesy and most produgtive in
|
llinmesota, has been built Yy the pptient thrift gnd courage of thése earlier

|
oitizens. A few of these havde become well kmownd outside the county, as well,

One such citizen was Tracy Bangs, son of A, W, Bangs, a lawyer who
J

came to




run both victor and vanquished are the losers, and.it is.our duty to.seek.to.make

the world undersignd this futility of-gettling disputes by forse—ef stEelv™

AATIVE JONs

Minnesotay -and—4s still building on the solid foundation laid by thrifty Seemsn—

Today Le Sueur County is one of the most rrosperous.countdes in

farmers and craftsmene. ME.n,v of" its nafdwe sons have become well }mown‘w-;ﬁ

One of.these was Tracy Ba.ngs son of A. W. Bangs, the 1awyer§: who
|

came to Le Sueur in 1861 or 1862. _When Trac,f was 19 the family moved to Grand.

Porles;-bub._the young man.was-wirtwally brought np in-’hiﬁueueuﬂnm.
The Bangs were Democrats, as was most of Le Sueur County in tne

{ \ ’]
early year;v./ and. they.had-moved to a Tand where it was almost a crime to be -a

’
=4

Demoerate _Seid-Iredy to his son, "'l‘rac,,r,r this is an uncanny land, where the
Irish vote the Republican ticket and the_river- fiowe~northl" DBut-they stoyed;—and-
Tracy became a famous lawyer, known in mény great cities of the United States. ﬁ‘,,
several times came back to visit, the cify\"of his youth.

Another-unique-Tigure-is Tho‘mas I;ajﬂiligon Stullen ,who~ came with
his parents to Lexington Township in 1863w For a time he lived on the farm,
—_and _took up-farming , but nhenlenly 22 yeares -okd was electedt:he State Legis-

lature---~the youngest man ever to hold that'offic%f

After that he held many inmortéht city and county offices, ond

was made a judge and allowed to practice before Frobate Court, although not a
A
lawyer. He-wgs-probably.the oanly.-man-net a_&ﬁ’f&er admitted to-the bar. -aAnd

jhon"?,n 1930 at the age of 78 he was elected to the State Senate from Le Sueur

! e ———

Oom1t,/—-——‘bhe- oldest member of the Senat

A thizd man-ef-note i.«s’(‘reorge T. Plowman, wedd known as an




vy
architect, lecturer, and author,.butﬁfamous xkk in many parts of the world

for his etchings. Plowman was born in Le Sueur in 1869, the son of a black-
- /”/
xxntj# smith. Affé;Jsxudying-at\the University of Minnesota he went abroad
for several years Esd%§§§§§>h§3/aft. His most famous pictures are of the
>

/
fast-disappearing Europﬁ%pfcovei;m:tid ges.

George Pﬂgt:én‘EIso often visited Le Sueur, even after he

was world-famous. The las \t;me was in 1931, just before his death the next
year. Plowman's work has been, Exﬁiiiiéa in many cities, in New York, Boston,
and Paris, in numerous museumq\and art galleries, at the Royal Academy in

in London, and in the art collegiion of the Congressional Library at Washington.
These men and many ers are a credit to our pioneer fathers

who worked so hard to cut a civilization out of the Big)zzfdstd(Today that

first crude civilization has evolved-into. something vastlyA;:%ferent. The first

Indian trails have given way to hard-surfaced highwa&s, the river steamer and

bumping stage coaches to streamlmeé\trains ‘and hurtling sutomobiles. Life

N

~

has quickened its pace since those early settlement days.

But every spring still Br;ggfnout\the pe&per) every antumn the

—

reaper. In the rich black loam that feéds our crops and dairy herds lies the

leaf mold of the vanished Big Woods. I snita of a\miltitude of new interests

> /’tx et 2L

clamouring for our attention today, cror prosnects aza*agrlcaltural teﬂ+ee-are
still very often the main topic of convexgation.
Though the little log cabiﬂ;‘have given iay to modern, comforta-

ble homes where no Indians peek in at the windows, we of Le Sueur County still

build our dbrosperity on the soil, just anQid those first V¢nturesome settlerse.

Other parts may have mammouth buildings and qhips and factories, but few cett @

b€ more contented than those Ffermer® whose f}elds were grgbbé& out of the Big Woodg,

‘éﬁgkzgeat grandfathers planted their first crop§ between the stumps,

one hand on the plow and one on the rifle.F»Cea}&—thUEB’ftTEt—étttzenﬁ-oi_Lﬁ,inﬁut_____”
“County—returnm—teday—they shmwidx would find anew-snd-startling worlde

- B0
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