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MCLEOD COUNTY, Cont'd. Page 8.

In 1862, the Sioux Indians rose against the government, des-
cended upon helpless settlers, their wives and children, and engeged
in wholesale murder and pillage. In retaliation for this action, the
United States Congress confiscated all the lands and annuities of the

Sioux Indians 1ln 1863.

FIRST WHITE MEN IN MCLEOD COUNTY.

Perhaps the first white men who came to the territory which is
now the State of Minnesota were the French explorers, Radisson and
Groselliers. These brave young men made several trips from Montreal
into what they called "the upper country" about the middle of the
gseventeenth century. There is much dispute as to whether they reach-
ed Minnesota. At any rate they were the first white men who carried

back information about the Sioux Indians.

Soon afterward the explorations of Duluth, Hennepin and

others, gave the people of Europe a knowledge of this region.

None of these explorers, however, actually came to the region

which is now Mcleod Cousty, though they were very near it.

It remained for the fur traders to be the first white men
to set foot here. These were naturally attracted here because of

the abundance of animals in the Big Woods.

Many trading posts were established in the Big Woods section.
There is no record, however, of any that might have existed in that
portion of the Big Woods which now comprises this county. It is

certain, though, that white hunters and trappers visited this country
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during the latter part of the eighteenth century.

It ‘were these hunters and trappers, who upon their return from

their trips into this territory, brought back the news of a beautiful
and fertile region. Later, in 1851, when the gates were opened to
let through a stream of people looking for lands west of the Migsissi-
ppi, upon which to settle, they found that all the favourable and

enticing descriptions of these hunters and trappers were really true.
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"he brave of every nation are joining heart and hand,

And flocking to America, the real promised land;
And Uncle Sam stands ready, with a child upon each arm,

To give them all a welcome to a lot upon his farm,

"Phen come along, come along, make no delay,
Come from every nation, come from every way;
Our lands they are broad enough, don't feel alamm,

Uncle Sam is rich enough to giwe us all a farm."

While the Hutchinson brothers were singing this song through-
out the country, Uncle Sam's invitation was being accepted in every
corner of the "old world". Scandinavigns, Germans, Poles, Slavs,
Czechs; poor people, people oppressed and persecuted for a multitude

of reasons in their homelands; were pouring into the "promised land".

It was with mixed feelings and emotions that these pecple left
their old homes in quest of new oness Human beings acquire a deep
love for their homelands; the coubtry where they were born, where they
spent their childhood and where their ancestors before them were born,
lived and died. It is not very easy for them to suddenly leave all
that and strike out for a strange 1and,_populated with strange people,

and a strange language.

What were the reasons then, that impeled them to migrate in
such large numbers, nevertheless? While it is true that many were
influenced by love of adventure, yet there were @eaper and more basic

Causes,




MCLEOD COUNTY, Cont'd. EARLY SETTLEMENT

Among these the primary one was the economic reason. It was
not the rich or well-to-do people who came to America. These were
well satisfied to stay at home. It was the poor, the people who,
in spbte of hard labor, were unable to eke out more than a miserable
existence for themselves and their families. These people, hearing

of the golden opportunities in this new world, hesitated but very lit=

tle to pack their few belongings, and make for that distant land.

A Norweglen emigrant

Yet deeply, the feeling of

ng

Farewell, Norway, and God bless thee
Stern and severe thou wert always, but as
1

A mother I honor thee, though thou

Skimped my bread."

Hand in hand with the economic factor was another main reason
which impelled widespread immigration to this coﬁntry. That was the
feeling of social and politiesal discontent} the longing for equality.
A well known song of Norwegian emigrants, written by a leader of a

Skien labor union, contains the following lines:

"Every man with a bit of spirit ought
To leave Norway; America is a golden
Land, let there be no doubt about that.

The Atlantic Ocean may be wide, but

If you can possibly do it, break away.

P
here is nothing here save for the "better

follk."




EARLY SETTLEMENT

"We poor folk must toil like slaves for
Our daily bread, while the "big bugs'

Iive in ease and luxury on what we produce.
From the toiling hands of labor

They snatch the well-turned roast, for
They have a monopoly of the good ti

Of the earth."
And another song?

"Over there fortune favors both high and low,

And all are equal before the law.

"You hear in this country a lot of fine talk
about liberty and ecuality, and that the

People hold the purse strings; but the

o ! ;
ureaucrats are paid too well, while the

Common people must struggle along."

Such were the feelings of the people of a country which
had the most democratic society and government in Europe. I¢
is not hard to imagine, then, how the desire for freedom influe

enced immigration from other European countries where democracy

S

fared even worse.

When these people came flocking to this country and landed
on our eastern shore, Uncle Sam was ready to back up his promises.
There was plenty of land; fertile farm lands, mighty forests, to-
wering mountains, beautiful lakes an vers; stretching thousands

AR EX X X REEERXEA L EE X XD

of miles westward, to the Pacific
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s
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, what is now Min=
nesota, was not yet a part of the United States. In 1803, the

United States government bought a large tract of land west of the
=S 5 &

.

Mississippi, from the French. This is known as the Louisiana Pure

W, A 2 5
chase., * ith this transaction, the territory now known as the

State of Minnesota, became a part of the United States. It took

3

another fifty years, however, before this region

began.

Up until 1851, southern and central Minnesotaz was forbidden

territory to Hite settlers. t was the property of the Sioux

Indians. Hunters and trappers were the only whites to venture

D
acrose the river. But during t year, a treaty was completed
¥

whereby t} as purchased from the Indians.

-

m. q s > »

the descriptions of this area, brought back by those who made

westward, were enticing that many enxious pioneers could
not waeit until the treaty was completed and bega:

on the west side of the river, even prior to 1851.

During this year, a pa of hunters, including

",

Leod, made a trip westward, 3ing through what is now Mcleod

County. On thi@r return, the St. Anthony Express and the St. Paul

papers carried attractive and enticing descriptions by th

- o

of the country which they had traversede.

-

This territory became known as a beautiful country.

-
expanse of prairie and timber, combined with the beautiful lakes and
EXXEam=
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streams, set among fertile soll, made it

The nearness to St. Paul

i.,> was another I'av.wﬁra'z'l&

1]
3 n 4 21 = 3 ~erd o
hen in 1854, this region

began pouring in here in large numbers.

T - .- e ) & 5
)y sturdy I egan to

plow, widkded

P4 : A o 3
irails were turned 1t0 roads.

and

centuries untouched by human hands, were felled znd turned

lumber. his lumber was quickly used %mx in the erection
Towns and villages were spring-

5 17T b { < ~ 2 s N - ¥ y s - o, -~ 2 5 -
ing up. s of g grain and vegetables made their appearance.

The foundations were being | for present day cities, villages

and farms.
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EARLY SETTLEMENT==~GROWIH AND DEVELOPMENT,

Among the first white settlers to reach McLeod County, was M
Martin McLeod, This man later became an outstanding figure in the

history of Minnesota,

Martin McLeod was born in Canada in 1813, He came to Minne=
sota in 1837, On his way from the Red River Colony, his party, com=
posed of himself and two young officers named lays and Pierce, were

caught in a terrific blizzard about eighty miles northwest of Brown's
(= & J

trading cabin on Legke Traverse. During this blizzard the two of=
1

ficers froze to death, “ut McLeod was a sturdy men, possessed of re=
markable courage and determinations Though he suffered much during
he storm, he weathered it and escaped with his life,

2

&

McLeod was also intelligent, quick-witted and séacious; he was
well educated, well informed and even accomplished, In his little
trading house far up in the wilds of Lac Qui Parle, his hours of
recreation were spent in reading the best literature of the day and

he was continually sending for more books,

He was a member of the first three Councils of the Territorial
Legislature and president of the fourth. Iogether with one of his
colleagues, he introduced a bill into the legislature for the es=
tablishment of common schools, which laid the foundation for our pee= '

sent public school system in the state,

N 2 z ~Sehe
uch was the character of the man who was instrumental in the

foundation of this county, which was named after him,

Among his greatest services to the State of Minnesotas was his

activity of inducing immigration from Canade and in assisting in the
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work which brought about the treaties of Traverse des Sioux and

Mendota. He wrote numerous letters to Canadian newspapers desc-
ribing the county. The result was that when the territory was orge-
nized, fully one-third of its Canadian-born citizens were here be-
couse of his efforts. He was married to a Sioux woman and spent

many years as a trader among the Sioux Indians of the Upper Minne=
sotas Due to his position among the Indians he was able to contri-
bute a great deal to the persuasion of the Wahpeton Sioux to agree to

the Traverse des Sioux treaty.

FIRST SETTLEMENTS.

GLENCOE.

In June, 1855, Martin McLeod led a party of men in search of
a suitable location in the Big Woods for the establishment of a
town. The men who were with McLeod were John E. Stevens, Samuel

Mayall, Franklin Steele, A. J. Bell and Isaac B. Edwards.

On June 5th, they arrived at the present site of Glencoe and
decided to select this location for their venture. At the time of
their arrival here, there were no traces of white men within a radius

of thirty miles. This party of men then returned to Minneapolis.

Twenty days later, on June 25th, another party came here and
began to work. Messers Bell and Chzpmen surveyed the townsite and
then built their cabinse While in the process of building their ca=
bins, they took shelter in their covered wagons. During this time,

they were exposed to the merciless attack of great swarms of mosquitoes.

It was with a great sigh of relief that these men spent their first
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night within the walls of the cabins. The thick log walls shut out

the winged pests and the men rested in peace.

Soon other settlers began to drift in, making their claims and
beginning to clear the land and laying the foundations for their future
homes. Farming was not begun until the early fall of 1855. Even then
little of the land was fit for crop as yet. There were only about
twenty acres of potatoes planted in the wholex county. Consequently,
all the necessities of life during the first year and most of the
second, had to be brought in from already established centers. The

provisions were mostly brought from Carver.

The growth and development of the community was rather slow at
first. This was due to lack of lumber and other building material.
While there was plenty of timber all around them, the pioneers had

no means of turning that timber into lumber. This led to the building

of a2 sawmill. Andy Bell and William S. Chapman erected é mill which was

put into operation in August. 1856. At the time of its completion,
this was farther towards the west than any other mill in Minnesota te=
rritory. The machinery for the mill was hauled from Minneapolis and

Carver, over very bad roads.

With the mill operating at full speed, the community began to
grow rapidly. Merchants and tradesmen began to appear and the place
began to amsume the countenance of a busy center. The first merchant

in Glencoe was Francis W. Hanscomb.

The settlement was soon supplied with a blacksmith in the per-

son of an Irishman by the name of Lawrenge Gillick. He came in 1856.

A minister made his appearance to care for the souls of the firet sete
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tlers. His name was Rev. Henry Elliot, of the Methodist»mpisconal

church..

About September 1, 1856, a building was completed which was
to house the first newspaper in the county, the Glencoe Register.
A general store building was completed on August fifteenth of that
year. J. Folsom's "Pioneer House" was the first principal hotel in

the village.

The first post-office was established in 1855, with A. J.
Bell as postmaster. The Exchange Bank was the first bank at Glen-
coe. It was established in the winter of 1858=59. D. Graham was

its president and N. Graham its cashiere.

At a mass meeting held February 16, 1860, it was decided to
build a "suitable" school housec and to levy a public tax to defray
the expenses. The teachers for the winter were Mr. and Mrs. S. H.
Folsom, and school was held in the original little building erec-

ted in 1856.

The Glencoe Register appeared in August, 1857. The paper
handsomely advertized the advantages and future prospects of the

community. The advertizement began}

"Glencoe is the county seat of McLeod County, Minnesota. It

is 45 miles from St. Paul and sixty miles directly west from Hastings
and Minninger, on the Mississippi. It is the key to the great North-
western prairies and center of the very best agricultural district in

Minnesota."

After two more highly descriptive and laudatory parasgraphs, the
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ad wound up withs

WGlencoe is settled by an honest class of inhabitants, many of
whom have left the rugged hills of New England and in the far west
sought this delightful place as their future home. All labor, and

consequently all prosper."

HUTCHINSON.

The second settlement in the county was Hutchinson. The name
Hutchinson was famous throughout the country at that time as it ap-
plied to the three Hutchinson brothers, Asa B., John and Judson.
These three brothers were famous for their singing and the many con-

certs they gave throughout the nation.

The countyewas fortunate to attract these three brothers. In

addition to their vocal prowess, they were also a decided asset to

the county because of their indomitable spirit and free-thinking. It
was largely due to their influence that the community they founded
became known as an outstanding anti-slavery center prior to and during

the civil war.

Were it not for a chain of accidental circumstances, the Hut-
chinson brothers would not be connected in any way with the history
of this county or the state of Minnesota. William W. Pendegrast,
one of the leading spirits of early times in McLeod county, was in-
fluential in getting these three brothers to come and locate here.

It happened in the following manner:

The Hutchinson brothers, on their way west to Kansas with the

intention of establishing a home for themselves along the frontier,
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were giving & concert in Milwaukee. William W. Pendegrast, who was
on his way east from Minnesota, stopped at Milwaukee and hearing of
the concert, went to the theatre to attend it. Pendegrast was an
old friend of the Hutchinsons and after the concert he invited them
to meet him the next day for a friendly chat. They accepted the
invitation and arrangements were made for getting together the fol-

lowing day.

The friends met a2s they agreed, and during their conversation,
the Hutchinsons informed their friend of their intentions of going
to Kansas. Pendegrast then told them of a wonderful place in Min-
nesota, "the most favored country on earth", and urged them to
change their plans and go there. He argued that in Minnesota they
could make a home for themselves and found a city they would al=
ways be proud of. His enthusiasm was so great and his picture
so vivid, that the brothers were convinced and changed their plans

accordingly.

On November 19, 1855, together with a group of other men, the
Hutchinson brothers landed at the site of the present city of Hut-
chinson. Prof. William Pendegrast has the following to say in his

description of this event$

"The charming woods, the winding sweep of the crystal river,

the range of circling bluffs beyond, the smooth, lawn-like slope
from forest to stream, the autumnal robings of shrubs and trees,
and creeping vines, the bewildering beauty of the whole view, all

combined to awaken theilr enthudiasm, stir their blood and set ev-

ery nerve to ringling eith delight."
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The next day, November twentieth, a meeting was held in the
tent and a townsite company was set up. Col. John H. Stevens mas
chosen president and B. E. Messer, secretary. A. J. Bell, Lewis
Harrington, Asa B. Hutchinson, B. E. Messer and J. H. Stevens were
chosen as a committee to draft a constitution and by-laws. The fol=-

lowing day, the articles of agreement were adopted. These were:

1. There shall be two townsites, wach containint 320 acres;
viz: Harmony, to be located on the south half of section
31, township 117 and range 29; and Hutchinson, on the

north half of section 6, township 116, range 29.

The two sites shall be divited into one hundred shares.

The Hughhinsons shall each have ten shares. Each of the

eleven men with them shall have five shares. The re=
maining fifteen shares shall be disposed of by the Hut~

chinsons as they think best.

The river shall be continued to be called by its Indien

name, Hassan (Hard Maple).

Lewis Harrington, R. H. Pendegrast, and Henry Chambers
were appointed to do the business of the company and dis-

pose of lots and actual settlers.

Special meetings shall be held at any time on the written

request of three shareholders.

Any shareholder neglecting to pay authorized asscssments

shall forfeit his stock.
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8. It was voted to employ L. Harrington to survey the two

townsites, his compensation being $380.

Five acres were set aside for "Humanity Church".

Fifteen acres were set aside for a park (afterwards in-

creased to twenty acres).

Eight lots were reserved for educational purposes.

It was solemnly declared that in the future of Hutchin-

son, women shall enjoy equal rights with men.

Yo lot shall ever be occupied by any building used as
a saloon, bowling alley, or billiard room, on penalty of

forfeiture of the lot.

The first log cabin was built on December, 1855. It was four-

teen by sixteen feet in area. During the winter, John H. Chubb and
Andrew Chubb came and built eabins. Isaac Hook came about the same

time. Lake Hook w=s named for this early pioneer.

Soon, the first women arrived in Hutchinson. These were Mrs.
B. E. Messer and Miss Eva Bartley. The first blacksmith shop was
built in July by Mr. Putnam. J. R. Parshall erected a small store
in which he kept a few goods. This was the first store in the set-

tlemente.

At this time Hutchinson was growing rapidly. Homes and busi=-

ness places were being built. Thousands of great logs from the
forest near at hand,were cut. ©Since there was no sawmill, it was

necessary to hew the logs by hand and fashion them with hand tools
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for the sevice desired. Due to this all early buildings were
made of whole logs. The frame structures were built £rm with
lumber secured at other settlements. A great amount of labor was
required for the transportation of the lumber, due %o bad roads

and primitive methods of transportation.

By the summer of 1856 it was generally recognized that the
need for a sawmill in the community was imperative. DBut there was n
no money with which to build one. A solution to this problem presente
ed itself in the form of an offer of the Hutchinson brothers to go
on a concert tour, and the money thus earnmed would be used for buy=

ing the neccessary machinery and erecting a mill.

They toured the states of Wisconsin, Illinois and Michigan
and soon news filtered through that enough money had been raised
and that the Hutchinson brothers proposed to buy the machinery in

Ghicagt).

But with the buying of the machinery, the difficulties were
far from finished. Transportation of this heavy equipment all the
way from Chicago was yet a glant problem to be solved. Railroad
transportation was yet in its infancy and one could never tell when
a shipment of goods would reach its destination. Finally, however
the machinery reached St. Paul. From there it was towed on a barge
to Carver and thenme it was placed in wagons and, drawn by oxen,
the wagons finally rolled into Hutchinson. It toock the wagon train
three days to make the round trip. There was great rejoicing when

the train was sighted. Six weeks after the equipment reached Hutchin-

son, the mill was completed and ready to begin operations.
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During the time that the machinery was being procured, a
great pile of logs had been cut and when the operations began in

the fall, the mill wopked at full speed throughout the winter.

Stimulated by the sunoly of lumber from the local mill,
building in the settlement progressed rapidly and a slight boom
was in effect. Much of the lumber from this mill found its way

into other nearby settlementse.

'Food at thie time was plain but plentiful. Meat was con-
sidered a luxury. Occasionally a bear hunt would take place and
some huge bear would have the honor of adorning the tables at
meal-time. On July second, a bear hunt was organized during which
Lewis Harrinston kiiie# made a kill. The animal being old, the
community had to be content with dry and tough bear meat for a
while.

On the day following the above mentioned bear hunt, nine
Sioux Indians arrived at the settlement. Lewis Harrington happen-
ed to be looking through his telescope and saw a group of Chippewa
warriors roaming around not far from town. He lent his glasses
to the band of Sioux and bade them looke It didn't take the Sioux
long to eatch sight of the little group of their traditional ene-
my, the Chippewas. They immediately prepared for the occasion,
and cantiously advanced ftm after their enemies. They ambushed them
and brought back twoe Chippewa scalps. Only one of their own num-

ber was injured in the battle.

The town barely started, with shelter meager and limited, the

founders of Hutchinson faced the coldest winter Minnesota had known
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at that time, the winter of 1856-57. The snow was three feet deep
and travel was out of the wuestion. These were trying times for
the piomneers and their families but in spite of all difficulties
they continued their work through the winber and the permanency of

the settlement was assured,

BROWNTON,

Following the settlement of Glencoe and Hutchinson, another

settlement began on the easterm shore of Lake Addie., This spot is
now known as Brownton, In 1856, a number of people arrived here
end made their claims., Log cabins were erected and the founding
. of a community began. The earliest settlers were Robert E, Grime
shaw, William J. White, David Craipg, John Pollock, George G, White
and D. B, Bartlett. At first this place was known as Grimshaw's

Settlement, being so designated on the maps of the time,

The first annual town meeting of the town of Penn was held
at the house of R, E, Grimshaw, on May 11, 1858. there were sixe

teen votes cast at that time in this settlement.

The first bridge built in Penn Precinct was at the outlet
of Round Grove Lake. At this spot there was an impassable swamp,
In the fall of 1858 a detatchment of U, S, soldiers tried to
cross the swamp and had considerable difficulbty in doing so. This

led the the government hiring Samuel B. Brown to bridge the swamp.,

An event long remembered in this community was the terrifie
storm which occurred in January, 1873. It started about 4 p.m.

on January 7, with a gentle breese from the northeast. The wind
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changed to the northwest and brought a fierce gale. The gale
kept increasing in severity very rapidly, ‘he cold increased
amidst a fog which made it impossible to see an object ten feet
away. The storm continued for over two nights and two days,

In this interval a man frose to death in Transit and enother on

New “uburn Laks,

- Brownton was established as a village with the coming of
the railroad. Its site was fixed October 15, 1877. The first
family to locate here was John Hanson's, They came from Hen-
derson May 10, 1878, On June 11, James Mathewson hauled the
first load of lumber into the towmsite, built a cabin and moved
in with his wife and family on the 17th. The ensuihg growth of *
this village was much faster than the t of the first settlements
in the county.

SILVER LAKE,

Silver Lake was 1aid out in 1881 by John J, Jerabek, John
Mimms and J. ®, Tolushek, A petition to incorporate the village
was presented to the County Copmissioners in November, 1889, and
an election was ordered to decide for or against organization.
The vots was in the affirmative. The population of the village

was largely Bohemian and Polish,

The Bohemians were the first settlers here, On “pril 1,

1858 a number of Czechs left Racine, Wisconsin for Mcleod County,

:hese were Vaclav Kaspar, Josef Maly, Antonin Naratil snd their

families. Ox teams were used to pull the wagons which were load=
©d with the children and the most necessary household goods, ~he

roads were so poor that the caravan preferred to use the prairie
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beside the roads.

After experiencing many hardships and avoiding many dane
gers, they reached their destination. The journey took them
three months to make, Ihey stopped in Meleod County, about five
miles east of Hutchinson and ten milés north of Glencoe, on July
6, 1858, Having chosen a thieckly wooded section in which to sek-
tle, their first tast was to clear the land for gardens in which

to raise their immediébe necessary food,

“he first few years were spent in bitter poverty. Se=-

veral times the elder Kaspar walked the fifty-five miles to Mine
neapolis to seek employment while the rest of his family toiled

early and late, clearing the land, planting and harvesting,

Although Glencoe and Hutchinson were already on the way to
becoming thriving communities, they were still unimportant as
trading centers and trips had to be made through forty miles of
almost pathless forest, to Carver where the nearest flour mills
were located. The grain was taken there, usually by ox teans,
to be ground. Often they were forced to unload their goods and
carry them over swampy places, Because of the threakening danger
of hostile Indians, they had to be heavily amed and usually

travelled in groups for protection,

In 1859, several more Czech families joined those who were
already settled hereis Later, more settlers followed, taking
homesteads close by the first comers. These groups laid the town

of Rich Valley,

During the Sioux uprising of 1862, the Czech families in this
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locality erected a stockade in which they sought protection from
the Indians, All the men and boys were armed and the "fort" was
carefully guarded. The Indians kept cireling around the stockade
but were too cautious to approach within gun shot and hesitated
to attack, The settlers were also cautious, and thus escaped
without losses. DMost of the crops that year were left unhar=-
vested, Only the fie}ids nearest the stockade were harvested

and these only by men who were always armed and ready for any

emergenocys

After the Indian dangers subsided, the settlers devobed thedr
time to cultivation of the land. Soom many others of their country-
men arrived from eastern Wisconsin, and their numbers grew, Many

of theme who came between 1870 and 1880, came directly from Bohemia

" o
and Moravia, “hese were attracted here by the others who were al=-

ready settled here and who wrote to their friends end relatives in

their homelands,

Those who arrived late were unable to obtain claims so they
purchased farms from original yankee settlers, many of whom were

ready to wventure farther west with The ever expanding frontiers

In 1874 a few houses had been built beside Silver lake from
which the village later took its namee. It was at first known as
Fremonte In 1900 its population was listed as 321. In 1910 it was
382 mamix, in 1920 it was 475 and in 1930 the census credited the

village with 477 inhabitants,

Among the Czechs who settled in this county there were a

greater number of protestants than in usuel Bohemian settlementse
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As early as 1871 these began meeting at various houses to conduct

religious worships As they were umable to obtain the services of

e minister, volunteers from their own number read the sermons and

lead in the singing and prayers. Their first minister was a Ger-

men by the name of Fridrich Emty who spoke through an interpreters
They were not satisfied, however, with this arrangement and wanted
a pastor who could speak to them in their owm languagees Their de=
sires were satisfied with the arrival of Reverend Frantisek Evn,

an oubtstanding missionary pastor from Western Iowas

The churches which were later built played an important part
in the early life of Silver lakee At one time thev furnished prace
tically the only means of social contact for the farmers and their
familiese It gave them the opportunity to visit with one another

after services and other church meetingse

Up to 1893 rural schools were the only educational facilities
availebles District 38 served the town children. In 1893 a four room sc
school=house was built within the village limitse Lewrence Moriarty
was principal and teacher of the upper grades during the first year,
Vethilda Ve Bailiff, who was principal from 1911 to 1914, inhtro=
duced a high school department in 1912, Until then, those who
wished to continue their education above the elementary grgdes,
were compelled to do so in neighboring townse For meny years &
large number of Silver Lake youths attended the Hutchinson Highe

SGhOOll

the first generation of Czechs who settled here preserved th

their language, habits and customse Many of them heaver did learn

the use of the English language, yet had no difficulty in earrying
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on business and social relationse

Persistent campaigns by teachers for the use of the English
lenguage, however, had their effects and the old-country language
retained its grip only on the older people. MNany of the old cus=
toms of dress and festivities were retained for a long time, but
have been gradually abandonede The community now is not any dife
ferent than an other village in Minnesotas

OTHER SETTLEMENTS.

Lester Prairie, in Bergen township, is the youngest village
in the countye The townsite was purchased from Fred Seefeldt by
e townsite company and when the "depot" was opened, the town be=
gan to flourishe The villege was incorporated in 1888, W, C.
Schubert was its first presidente. The first newspaper in the vile

lage was established on May 25, 1895 The name of the paper was

the Journal. % second paper, the Lester Prairie News, was estaba

ished in 1901,

Stewart was founded in 1878, It was incorporated in 1888,
The village newspaper, the Tribune, was established in 1896, It

vas established by Es He Mcleod under the name of the Reveille,

The village of Winsted was platted by Eli F. Lewise It was

incorporated in 1887,

The villege of Biscay is the homem® of the first cooperative
creamery in the states It was at first organized as a creamery and

cheese factorye Later, the menufacture of cheese was abgndonede
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Plato, Sumter, Foniske and Ste George are the names of the

rest of the villages in the countys
GHOST VILIAGE OF ACCliAe

The Minneapolis Journal of November 4, 1926, carries the

following article on the end of en early settlement in the countys

"Once a thriving business center, the little town of Acoma

today has prattically ceased to existe

"The suctioning of the fcoms cresmery today wrote the last

chapter of the town's business activitiese

1The first ineident leading to the passing of Acoma
took place several years ago, when the Mimnesota and Western
Railroad pushed its wey westward from Hutechinson end established

the townsite of Cedar Millse

"I+ was at once evident that the adventege of & railroad
town wouléd soon drew much of its business from Acomse The ge=
neral store soon was moved to Cedar Mills and on October 15th
last, stoekholders of the creemery company decided to close the

plant end sell the propertiese

"Phe Acoms butter and cheese fectory, as it was first lmowm, was
the second cooperative creamery in the states It was established

in 1€90¢

"Stendards of butbtermeking sustained in this creamery were

unusually highe The first bubttermsker was brought here from New

Yorke




MCLEOD COUNTY, CONT'D, PAGE 39

"With the passing of the creemery, which probably will be
moved or torn down, but one house and the school will remain

of the original buildingse"
FINANCIAL PANIC.

In the midst of a boom period around 1858, when settlements
grew and new commmities were springing up, news of a great finan-
cial crash burst upon the countye The Ohio Life and Trust Company of
Cinecinati and New York had failede Nearly all of the banks of St

Paul and Mirmeapolis followed suite

The people of this county were very poor and suffered great=
ly during this periode What money they had, which was little
enough, wes in bills of the "free banks" of the countrye These
were promisory notes of the banks throughout the west and north-
weste The value of these bills sank so low that it proved dis-
aster to many femiliese Many settlers had borrowed money at
two and three percent interest a month end had given mortgages
on their ferms as securitye. During these hard times of 1857=59

many of them could not meet their debts when they became duee

The result was wholesale foreclosurese Sometimes whole pages

in the Glencoe Register contained lists of mortgage foreclosures.
The lists of delinquent texes also swelled and, as usual, the
money sharks of the large cities, in this case Minnegpolis and

Ste Paul, profited greatly at the misery of the poor peoples
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AGRICULTURE.

The preliminary work of farming in this county was some=

SN
what different %kaﬂ that of the prairie regions. After the land
J/

was cleared, however, the difference disappearede The soil was

practically the semes.

At first, a few garden vegetables were planted with a
view of supplying the immediate needs of the familye( Aboub
twenty acres of potatoes were planted during the first years
The yield was large and very goode DMartin lcLeod took fixst
prize on potatoes at the Territoriel Faire These "spuds" were

reised on the farm belonging to Johm H. Stevens, near Glencoes

In the spring of 1857, potetoes were selling at $2.50
a busheles Very few people could afford the luxury of eating

m - -
potatoess <‘he entire yield was used almost wholly for seede

The crop yield in 1857 wes heavy, but a lot of damage
had been done by grasshopperse *“uring this year, potatoes
were so large they had to be cut in halves and quarters so they
could be boiledee Beets weighing twelve and fourteen poumds
were reisede John He Stevens raised turnips so large that
only four of them could be fitted into a bushel basket. Co=
béges, onions and other crops were planted and brought saw=
tisfactory resultse Chinese sugar cane, later called sorghum,

was raised by several settlerse

The fall wheat crop of 1856 showed e bountiful harvest, Wild

honey was very abundent in the Big Woods countrye In one ins-

1=

tance, a single tree yielded seventy-five pounds of strained ho=-

neyes Many fields of corn were ready for husking and cribbing
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the first week in Septembere

In 1858, the planted acreage was inereased with the hopes
of bigger yieldse A few fields of winter wheet withstood the cold mmk
well and the yield was goodes 1t ren from twenty to twenty-eight
bushels per acree Reapers and sowing machines were not yet kmown
here and all grains were cut with cradles and all grass mown with
scythese Much of the grain was threshed out with flails and winnowed
and cleaned in the winde Sometimes it was tramped out Ly horses

on a circular floor of hard earthe The progress was slow, but khm

f/

kesk these were the best methods thﬁfmcould be employed for many

yearse

Because of bad weather that year, tmd the destruetive work of
grasshoppers the year before, crops were short and prices very
highe A real scarcity of food was averted only because of the

ebundance of geme and fishe

Deer, moose and other game roamed the countrye Around the
lekes, ducks, gesse, brents, swants and other fowl built their
nestse Large fresh-water fish, such as buffalo, sheephead, bass,
perch and leke=trout were present in the lakes in large numberse
In 1857 a fish dam was built across the Crow River at Hutc#in;on

Yoot

end large mumbers of fish were caughte Some of the buffalo;weighed

over one hundred poundse

In 1859 the farmers were at a loss as to what to do about
seed-wheate 4 large area of land had been plowed and harrowed
and the home grown seed was not sufficient to cover that areaes
Finally seed was obtained from Stearns County and Hennepin

County at $1e50 and $2.00 a bushel,
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While the winter wheat on the preirie regions of the state
were destroyed that year, that of the Big Woods country with-

stood the cold and a good, heavy orop was reapede

Not much of the produce raised in the county at this time
wes for sales Most of it was used by the farmers themselves.
The one thing which was sold and brought in the most money wes

ginsenges

About this time, blackbirds did a lot of demages They
descended upon the fields as soon as the seed was plented and
continued their destructive work of eating up the seed, until
the corn was gathereds The state legislature offered a bounbty

of fifty cents per one hundred heads of these pesky birdse

For several yearsp preirie fires were a serious menaces
Cabins, sheds, hay and grain stacks were destroyed by these
firese What a terrible calamity such a fire would prove to be
to the settlers can only be imagined if we Ikmow the hardships
and the enormous emount of labor that was required for a set-

tles to establish himself,

At first, the timbers had to be clearede The trees were
large and so close together that the brenches and leaves would

shut out the sunshine. Saws were almost unkmowmn yet and axes

were used to do this work withe Then, as there was no ready

market for the timber, the logs had to be got rid of the best
way possible under the circumstencese The logs were pulled
together in great heaps end set on firee DBecause the logs

were green and would not burn easily, many times the fires had

to be relite
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Due th the shading of the trees, shallow pools would not
have a chance to dry out, and myriads of mosquitos would
hatch out in these pools to plague the peoples With no
protection ageinst them, the men, women and children were

helpless against the attack of these pestse

Horses were rare and oxen were unwieldy and hard to
handle on the fieldse Most of the labor had to be done by

hand and the work was slow and harde

The log houses were usually covered with bark roofs
Sometimes straw, tree limbs and twigs were used for this
purposee When it rained, wverything in the house would get
wet eand all that could be done was to wait patiently until

the rain stopped and then try to dry the soaked articles,

While land was cheap, tools and implements were high

priced and most times beyond the regch of the poor settlerse

"hen the crops were poor, it was naturally a deplorable si=-

tuations When the crops were plentiful, their prices went
dovn end hardly enough was re_lized from them to pay for

transportation to the markebss

At this time a wave of discontent wes spreading among
the farmers of the states In spite of abundant harvests,
the farmer somehow couldn't derive enough income to meet his
obligations and satisfy his own economic needse. Many far-
mers claimed that if they would only receive their fair share
of the price which their wheat was eventually sold for, they

would be satisfieds But while wheat sold at 85 cents a bu=
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shel in New York, they only received '50 cents a bushel. The

estimated cost of production at the time was from 42 to 48

cents a bushele Thus the farmer\onlemade e mere 2 to 8 cents

on a bushel of wheate On the other hand, the 35 cents dif=-
ference between what the farmer got and the price it sold for
on the market, went largely to railroad companies, warehouses,

conmission agents, etce

In this connection, Governor Hubbard in his ammual mes=
sage to the legislature in 1885 pointed out that, "From many
points in the state, one half the value of a bushel of whest
is teken for its transportation to Chicago, while from re=
mote stations the freight and accompanying charges upon cer=

tain kinds of grain, amount almost to confiscation,"

Apparently the railroads were the biggest offenders from
the viewpoint of the farmerse They were able to grab the
largest share because of their monopoly of the means of trans=
portationes While at first, many railway companies inveded this
field, it soon developed that only a very few controlled all
the roadse While in 1874 there were 20 separate reilway come
panies operating in the state, three years later, that number
was reduced to about one third of hhate Most of the roads
built had a monopoly from the start, but if it so happened
that a parallel and competing line appeared, enough of its
stock would be guickly bought by the old companies to give

them control of the new line.

It was due to these conditions that the Populist movement
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found such fertile soil among the farmers of McLleod County

and those of the state as a wholes

In 1873, great raids of grasshoppers began. In 1874,

nearly everything growing was destroyed by this plaguee.

Later, with the decline in wheat growing, attention was
turned towgrd diversified farming and deiryinge. Shorthorns and
native cattle were brede But the large herds were few and prog-

ress in dairying wes slow at firste

The churning of butter was a hard task for many yearss

Because of the primitive methods, the work was hard and the
profits smalle DBut, then the cresmeries and cheese factories

cemee With these came a new ere, the dairy industry grew

rapidly and the farmers” plight repidly-improveds
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Thirteen years after this unhappy adventure MeLeod County
was to experience a veritable revolution in transportation, The
famous "iron horse" came pemting into the county, much to the

delight and happiness of the inhabitents.

The Hastings and Dakots Reilroad Company began building

a line from Hastings to Glencoes A month before the line was
(=]

v S
to be opened, this road was sold to the hicago, Milwaukee and

St. Paul Ra ilway'company. ‘he line was opened on August 14,
1872, Thus, on this date, McLeod County moved closer to the
cities of the east., No more would the people have to depend on
oxen end horses to transport their agricultural products, carry

their mail, etc.

At first it was planned to extend this line westward im=
mediatelye. Byt circumstances were such that a considerable de=~
lay was vnavoidable. In 1873 grasshoppers ruined the erops and

the peorle westward were too poor to support a line.

‘ive years later, however, the glittering rails stretched
82.4 miles west of Glencoe end penetrated Montevidio. Brownton
greeted the iron horse on Jume 18, 1878 and Stewart ten days

laters

VMeanwhile the people at Hutchinson were laboring teo bring
the reailroed to their community. The movement to bring the rail-
road to Hubchinson was begun in 1876, On February first of that
year, twenty-two voters of the city petitioned the Board of u-

pervisors to cell a special town meeting to determine for or

against the issuance of railroad bonds. The railroad companies
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seeking these bonds and offering their services were: The St,
Paul and Pacific Railroad Compan s The Minneapolis and Northe
western Railroad Company, The St, Cloud, Mankato and Austin
Railroad Compeny and the Minneapolis, Lyndale and Minnetonka
Railway Company, Though all these early mailroad companies
were putting in their bids at the time, nome of them ful-
filled their contracts with the city of Hutchinson, It was

the Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific “ompany which was the first

to run a train into Hutchinson.

The trials and tribulations that went with the work of
bringing the road to Hutchinson are typical of the entire
development of communities in early days. <+t took ten and one
half years between the time when the first petition was signed

in 1876 and the time when the first train actually arrived,

The first bonds were voted toaid the St, Paul and Pa-
cific Compeny. The election was held on February 24, 1876,
‘hree hundred and twenty ballots were cast, Of these, two
hundred and seventy=-nine were in favor of the bond issue and

forty-one were opposed.

The St. Paul and Pacific, however, failed to build the
projected lime and on July 19, 1877, the Board of Supervisors
called for a special town meeting to vote on the transfer of

the bonds to the Mimmeapolis, Northwestern Railway Company.

The najority of this vote favored the transfer of the
bonds end it was also decided that Lewis Harringbon, as Chaire
men of the Board of Supervisors, was to deliver the bonds to

Lucius F, Hubbard, then governor of Minmesota, who wes in turn




MCLEQOD COUNTY, CONT'D. PAEE

to deliver them to the rialroad company when it fulfilled its
contracted obligation, "to build a railroad line from Minnea-
polis to the villege of Hutchinson and have cars running there=
on to the village of Hutchinson by the first day of January,

A, D, 1881."

On Mareh 30, 1880, the “oard of “upervisors requested

Harrington to go to St. Paul and get back the bonds from the
governor, as the railroad company had them released back to
the villages They had failed to carry out their contract,

On June 28th of that year, the bonds were cancelled,

Then came the St. Cloud, Mankato and Austin Railroad
Uom_pany with an offer of running its line through Hutchinson,.
The proposition was made to the village October 24, 1882,
This company promised to have cars running through Hutchine
son on or before December 15, 1884, if $20,000 worth of bonds

were domated to them for this purposee.

On October 25th, a petition was presented for an election
to consider this proposal, The election was held November 7
prop )
and the vote was three hundred and thirty-six for and twentye
R 1,
four against. ~our months later, $20,000 worth of bonds were
placed in the hands of H. P. Upham, then president of St,

Paul's First National Bank,.

This reilroad compeny also failed to live up to its prow
mises and agein the village was disappointed. These bonds

were burneds

This was not the last disappointment, however, Another
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conpany ceme forward with an offere This time it was the Min-

neapolis, Lyndale and Minnetonka “ailway ompanv. Their pro=
I s 4 J _ompany E

position in which provisions were made for rail connections
to the Iowa border, was submitted April 12, 1886, An election
to issue bonds was held on the 26th of the same month, The
vote was three hundred and eishty-four in favor of the bond
issue and seventy-four against it. Apparently this enterprise
went the way of the first three, as nothing tengible came of
ite

Finally, however, the Milwaukee, St, Paul and Pacific made

and carried through a contract to run a line into Hubchinsone

The ocecasion of the arrival of the first train into the
village, is described as follows in the Hutchinson Leader of

September 17, 1888s

"E happy time was had Friday afternoon on the entrence
of the brench line of the Milwaukee from Glencoe., Nearly half
the people from Hutchinson, ineluding about one hundred ladies
kb Rk e s xamdxevergreenxy and bhe band, went down to the
track, “he engine was handsomely decorated by the ladies with
flowers and evergreens, and hearty cheers greeted the whistle,

To Agnes Bomniwell, deughter of Senator . T. Bonniwell, was

(=

*

awarded the honor of driving the first spike within the vil-
lage limits, Senator Bonniwell drove the second and then
followed D, A, Adams, Dr, Benjamin, H. V, Bonniwell, O, D,
Hutchinson and Frank Pellet. There were speeches, band mu=

sie and many cheer to mark the auspicious occasion.

Thus the "iron horse" displaced the old methods of pas=
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senger end freight transportation in the viecinity of Hub-

chinsone
EDUCATION,

One of the first concerns of the early settlers in
Leod Uounty we.s the education of their children, In
the thousand and one worries and cares of the early settlersy
the enormous problems and superhuman labor facing them; pro-
visions for the teaching of the "three Rs" to their children
was begun almost as soon as the first settlers landed in the

countye

The first school in the county was conduected in a log
cabin in Glencoe, in 18566, Early schools were held in gra-
naries, log cabins, sod houses, etce The furniture in the
school houses were not the uniform desks and seats as we know

them teday, but a variety of "what have you.,"

Some had long
8

benches running the full length of the room on three sides,
Some had a few rough boards which were used as tables, In
some early schools the children brought their owm chairs with
them each morning, and took them back at nighte The pioneers
were mostly poor people, and they did their best under the
circumstances. A, the people improved their economic cond-
itions, and the settlements grew, the school=houses were im-
proveds

In Hutchinson, the first school was conducted in an ell
of a log tavern during the winter of 1857-58, There were se=
venteen pupils with W, W, Pendegrast as the teacher, MHis saw

lary was twenty~eight dollars a month. IHe took his pay in
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county orders which sold for twenty-five cents on the dollar,
g Yy

In the act of congress authorizing a territorial go-
vernment in Minnesota, which was approved March 3, 1849, it was
provided that when the lands are surveyed, sections sixteen
and thirty-~-six in each township are to be reserved for the pur-

pose of schoolse

The first Legislative Assembly in Minnesota, acting on

a bill introduedd by Martin llcleod, enacted a law for the

support of common schools,

But the development of the educational system in Mine
nesota was slow at firsts, In 1854, five years after the en-
actment of the school bill, there were only six school dist-
ricts in the territory and not more than a similar number
of log school houses, In later years, more rgpid progress was
noted in respect to the school systems The schools at Glenw

coe and Hutchinson became flourishing institutions and the

number of school districts increased rapidly,.

In 1865, the report to the State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction from licleod County, stated that there were
eighteen school distriots. There were then five hundred and

1.1

sixty-nine persons between the ages of five and twenty=-one
in the county, of which two hundred and sixbeen attended

m,
school, +‘hers were then ten teachers,

A law was passed by the state in 1864 calling for ap=

pointment of county school superintendents by the County Come

missioners, Acting under this law, the commissioners of Nce
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Leod County appointed Liberty Hall, of Glencoe, as

County Superintendent of Schoolse

In the years that followed, many of the hardships of the
pioneer days were overcome, FProgressive industry and comforts

took their place, but the educational system did not keep up

- £y

R

with the times. L. P. Harrington, County Superintendent of
Schools, in his report in 1890, noted that there were still
1,370 ehildren of school age enrolled in the common schools
who did not attend forty days during year, Believing

this was largely due to the fact that children were doing
some kind of labor, he suggested that a more strict compul=-

school law might bring out many of these children and

them a chance to receive an elementary education,

In 1858, the first school house was built in Hutchine
son, In “ugust of the following year, this structure was
blown down during a storme. There was no school during the
winter of 1859«80e In the summer of 1860, Mr, Pendegrast, with
the aid of a number of other citizens, used the lumber which

was salvaged from the wrecked building, and built the Academy

which bore his name,

m . - 1,
8n ‘hanksgiving Day of that year, the school was open=
ed with a great celebration., WMoney was raised for a bell.

This was the bell which was rung by the

fire to the building on “eptember 4, 1862, during

tack on the Hubchinson stoclkade, The bell is preserved and

displayed on conspicuous occasions,
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Until 1866, school was conducted in a log Puilding
in the publie square, In 1866 a frame school building was

ar
Il

erected and lir. Pendegrast taught there until 1882, At this
+time he was appointed to take charge of the State School of

Aericulture and had to leave Hutchinson,
g

Hearing that a teacher was wanted in Hutchinson, Minnesota,
Mre Ha Ls Merril hurried here from Maine. He came to Glencoe
by train and from there to Hutchinson on horseback, He got

the job and served in the capacity of superintendent for thirty=

three years until his resignation in 1915,

CHURCHES,

In the early years, settlers of different origins wanted

to worship God in the same manner as they had done in their

homelands, But for a long time it was impossible to build

churches to accomodate these various groups, The groups were
small and whatever building wes done at first, it was to sa=-

tisfy economic needs,

Lack of churches, however, did not deter the pioneers
conducting religious worship. Religious meetings were
in private homes, Missionary preachers arrived to cone

services and gradually congregations were formed.

3
o

Among, the first religious organizations in the vicinity

&
o
of Hutchinson was the German Lutheran Society of Acoma tovmne

It was formed in 1865 with fif‘teen charter members,

Braun
Their first pastor was Reverend Henry Eiqhﬁgg, Other early

pastors were Reverend Johannes Hunzicker, leverend Richter,

Rev., Carl Ruprecht and Rev, Christien Albrecht.
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The first edifice was replaced in 1870 with a more mow=
dern structure, thirty=-five by fifty feet, equipped with a

bell tower and two bells,

Another early church was built by the Evangelical As-
sociation of Acoma., The society was formed in 1859 but a
church was not built until 1870, This church was erected

five miles northwest of Hubtchinsone

The Evangelical Dreienigkeits (Trinity) Lutheran Church
in Lynn township was organized in 1884 with the erection of a

church five miles southeast of Hutchinson,.

St. Morten's Denish Lutheran “hurch of Lynn was erected in
886, four and a half m s southwest of Hutchinson on the

tewart Road,

The Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church was organized in

1895, The society was formed September 29, 1895, with thir-

teen members,
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES.

Of the recorded efforts at cultural life and organizat=
ion in early days, the Bohemian Reading and Educational Society
at Silver Lake is outstanding, This society was organized in

18764 Josef Kadlec, Pavel Chernausek, Josef Janesky, Vaclav

Zavoral, Vaclav Pessek, Josef Bila, Jan Kasper, “ntonin Seleny,

Josef IFriauf, Frante Kasper were charter members of this
society. Meetings were held at the homes of John J. Danek and
John Drahos. Dues were set ab ten cents a month and the meet=-

ings were held on the first Sunday of each month,
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In the by~laws of the society was a resolution that
$20,00 worth of books are to be bought every year for the
B

1librarvs to teach school in the “ohemian language; organize a
3 o [ =] ] -

Czech quoir and a dramatic club,

Seventy cents were netted at the first dance given by
the society. It was held at the home of John H, Danek on Ap-

ril 17, 1878,

A hall was erected in 1883, midway between Silver Lake

and Hubchinson. It soon became ampxramkx a familiar landmark

in this area, Many dances and affairs were held in this hall,

hoaL.
et 23
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SIOUs

Barly history end the life of the frontiersmen are replete
adventurous iden Every day would

bring new adventure new dangers and ( Many of the
stories of the early times in Minnesota and Mcleod County reflect

the sterling cheracter and daring nature of the men and women who

braved tremendous hardships and dangers.

Probably the most colorful story of early
County revolves around the Sioux Uprising of 1862 and

rganized, particularly around Hutchinson, by the white

settlers.

With the sudenness of a stock-market crash, the savege fury

of thousands of Indians descended on the helpless people of the
frontier. No white man, woman or child was safe once they fell

into the hands of the saveges. Buildings were burned, crops de-

o
=]

stroyed and countless lives lost during the uprising.

had

When the news of the first murders reached Hutchinson, the
gett made ready for the defense of their lives. Throughout
the county, meny people were hurriedly fleeing to larger cities.

In Hutchinson, a large crowd gathered, most of them with the in-

5,

tention leaving, just as quickly as possible. Seeing this, W. W.

Pendegrast hurriedly drew up an agreem for the formation of a

T
1!

company to defend Hutchinson and vicinity, which read as follows:

e, t} ( igne ] ens of Hutchinson and vicinity,
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the threatehibg danger from the Sioux Indiams, who

the war-path, devastating the country to the west
of us, massacreing the inhabitants, agree to form ourselves in=-
to a military company to be known as the Hutchinson Guards, for
the purpose of protecting our families and homes, and to that
end agree to elect a company of officers; to obey them as im-
plicitly as though they were dully avpointed and were mustered
into service. We further agree to continue this organization
for three months or till a'l danger from an Indian attack is

passed."

s

This sgreement was circulated among the men, but few
were willing to sign it. Some were for leaving, others wanted to
stay but to fight the Indians in their own way. Becoming dis-

gusted, Pendegrast threw the paper away and left.

s

At this point an extraordinary thing occurred. Three wo-
men picked up the paper, and proceeding energetically, circulated
it among the men. Promising to become members of the company
themselves in spite of the fact that they were of the weaker sex,

w

they succeeded to enlist the majority of the men for this dan-

gerous venture of braving the savage ferocity of the Indians.

Preparations for defense were swift and decisive. A com-
pany wes organized with the following officers: Lewis Harring-
ton, captain; Olliver Pierce, First Lieutenant; Andrew Hopper,
second Lieutenant; W. W. Pendegrast, orderly-sergeant:; Prentiss

Chubb, B. G. Lee and Silas Green, sergeants; John Hartwig, J.

E. Chesley, W. H. Harrington, Charles Retsloff, Charles Stahl,
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Charles McAlmond, B. Welton and C. H. Mohr, corporals.

An order was issued that no one could leave town without
a pass. Work was stabted on a fort. This was built.-in the
public square. In twelve days the stockade was completed. It
was one hundred feet square with bastions at each corner and
port holes every four feet. Guns and ammunition arrived on

the 27th.

Hutchinson was one of the very few frontier to
teke such action. The large majority of communities and farme

houses were deserted, the population having fled to larger ci-

ties and forts for safety.

On September third, a company of about sixty men under
the command of Captain Strout, was ambushed and attacked by &
force of three hundred Indians, at Acton. Having been forewarned
of this attack, the soldiers withstood it with small losses and
retreated towards Hutchinson. The story of the warning of Cap-

tain Strout and his men, contains a deed of great bravery.

On the same day that Captain Strout's company left Hut-
chinson for Acton, another company, under the command of Cap-
tain Whitcomb, was attacked by one hundred Sioux Indians and

were forced to take refuge at Forest City.

d of field glasses, Captain Whitcomb saw the

Indians hurrying toward Acton and he figured that Captain Strout's

company was to be attacked that night. ﬂealizing that unless

Captain Strout was warned, his company would be caught by surprise
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and probably destroyed, Captain Whitcomb called his men to=
gether and exp2ained the situation to them. He then called

for volunteers to act as scouts to go and warn Captain Strout.

ordinary mission. With the whole country-
side swarming with savages, it was almost certain death to at-
tempt to break through. In spite of this, three men promptly
stepped forward and volunteered for the mission These were
Jesse V. Branham, about twenty five years of age and a family
man, H. Holmes and Alvert Sperry, both in their early twenties
eand single. Captain strout then asked them if they realized
the danger attending their projected trip, to which they re-=
plied that they did, The party wa: then placed in charge of

Branham and the dengerous venture began.

Jesse V. Branham later described their trip as follows:

"Just as the sun was setting on September 2, 1862, my compan-
ions and I, who were séving as scouts, left Forest City and
galloped south and westward. We went south to avoid the tim—
ber for the first eight miles. Gradually it darkened. The
sky was cleer but there was no moon. We passed Round Lake to
the right, Minnebelle on the left and Evans to the right. Then,

timber outlined against the sky, and the outlet of the

told us we were near Green Road which would take us north-
west and directly into Acton. It was cloudy now, but we dismo~
unted to examine the road tracks and saw where Strout'and his

men had passed.

"I whispered to Holmes, 'Can you see your hand before your

53
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face?' Holmes whispered back, 'Not a bit of it.! While on
the prairie our horses!' hoofs had made no sound, but now there
was no grass, and the beat of feet was painful to hear, for
we knew we were followed by a merciless foe who never sleeps
while on the war-path. On we went, trusting to the instinct

of our horses to keep the road. We passed landmark after land-

mark, faintly discernible against the horizon.

"At last we reached 0ld Kelly's Bluff and had covered
twenty miles. Now there was no sign of Strout. We wondered,
each man to himself, for no word was spoken, if we would be
able to find the camp, and if not, where could we go for co=
ver when day broke. As we passed the Howard Baker house,
where the August massacre had occured, the beying of dogs was
heard and we knew the Indians were camped there. We kept on
and reached the Robert Jones hamlet and then white tents were

visible in the darkness.

11Strout's here', we exclaimed as one man. In a whis-
per I told the men to halt. We were close enough to hit the tents
with a stone, but we hed not been halied. We hailed the guard
and received the answer and then went forward. Unmindful of
their danger, the camp was sleeping. We delivered our message
to Captain Strout and then a council was held. It was decided
to await daybresk and then fight our way back to Forest City.

~

A guard was placed and the men slept once more. At dawn we

fell in and began to march. The Indians soon made their ap-

-

pearance coming from all directions. The all-days fight be=

march for a ways and then fire a volley at the
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small group

of men, marching and fighting every inch of the way. Out-

Indians who msde charge

numbered greatly by wild and savage

after charge, yelling,as only Indiens could yell, their ter-

rible war-whoop, this little group fought calmly and brevely

its way back to Hutchinson.

Finally Hutchinson was reached. The casualties were
three men killed and fifteen wounded. The brave Branham was
been shot through the lung.

having

was learned later that the Indians had planned to
Strout's camp at three o'clock in the morning. Lit-
tle Crow himself, assisted by three of his sub-chiefs, was
But when the three scouts rode into camp,

to lead the attack.
they were p of Indians and their plans were
ily be imagined what the consequences

changed.
would have been had those three brave scouts not warned the

in time.

company

At the Hutchinson stockade, the wounded were cared for
rarning was sent out to all who could be reached

general

cinity that the Indians were

The next morning the Indian

the buildings. Dancing, chanting and yelling, savages
ge sight amidst the burning buildings. To

presented a stran
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-

of the searching varty was killed and the rest escaped.

; . g P 1
On the fourth of Septem a group of Germans

fort for their farms, thinking that the Indians
and they were safe. Just ey reached
the road to Acoma, a volley of rifle fire

ler, who was walking in advance of the team, was severely

D,

1 3

wounded. ) Was > d int e by the others and the

the fort.

KILLING

On July 3, 1863, Nathan Lampson and his son, Chauncey,
of Hutchinson, left on a hunting trip. While they were qui-
tly coming along a dim path, northwest of Hutchinson,
Lampson caught sight of something moving among the
Peering through the thicket, he saw, not a deer as
pected, but two Indians. One of the Indians was a young boy

end they were both engaged in picking berries.

Mr. Lampson thought this a good chance to drop a couple
of red-skins. Stealing up within close range and resting his
gun against a tree trunk, he took careful aim at the elder
Indian and fired. The bullet pierced the Indian's side, but

he did not fall. Finding the location of his assailant, the

#ire Indian sent a bullet through his shoulder.

Mr. Lampson went down. Trying to reload his rifle,
found that he stuck a ball that wes too large for his gun

the muzzle. After getting it down =2 ys, he could move it

no further. This put him into a helpless position The Indi
= HE dlan,
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his gun loaded, was advancing on Lampson and most likely would
have finished him had not Chauncey Lampson come into the pic-
ture.

When Chauncey heard the firing and saw his father fal-

ling, he guessed as to what happened. He then proceeded cau-

tiously in the direction where the fighting took place. Thus

appened that the Indian and young Lampson came upon each

1

face to face. They both fired at the same time so that
only one report was heard. The Indian's bullet whined past
Chauneey's cheek harmlessly, but dangerously close, while

Chauncey's bullet found its mark. The Indian noe fell fat-

ally wounded.

Chauncey, thinking his father dead, and fearing lest
more Indians were sbout, promptly took off for Hutchinson.
Upon his arrival in tl ow he g > & Y e search-
ing party was orga L to lool ! vody ¢ e el
Lampson.

They found the body of the Indian approximately where
he fell. AQ little further they found Lamvpson's shirt and
his gun, but Lampson was noWhere to be found. After a long

search, they returned to Hutchinson.

A big surprise awaited them when they returned, for who

as to greet them, but Nathan Lampson himsel Being afraid

gether with his us

=1

until nightfall. He then made his way back to town and ar-
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FIRST MINNESOTA CREAMERY CO=OP 50 YEARS OLD TODAY ﬁ}

3
-~ paLy
e

Butter Price Used to Hinge on Its Taste, But Not Sinece 1889 -~
By WeFe SCHILLING

Today marks the fiftieth enniversary of the founding of the first co-operative
creamery in Minnesotae The date is auspicious in that it falls in June which has
been designated nationally as Dairy Month, with Mimmesota taking the lead in its
observance. )

In the years prior to 1889 Goodnow & Ives store was the greatest fdrm marketing
place for butter in McLeod countye This firm sold everything from black=strap mo=
lasses to nutmeg graters, or exchanged wares for cord wood, skunk hides, ginseng and
femily pack butters

Locale By The Smell

Cherley Goodnow, A.I. Hamilton, Isaac Kowe and J.A. Tmey used to sample this
butter and pay for it in trade at from 5 to 11 cents a pound, depending on the smell
and tastes

If the butter smelled like kolacky it was from the Bohemi settlemsnt; if it
smelled like sauerkraut it sure was crédited to the German farmers who settled the towmn of
Acoma; if it hed a fishy odor it was from a Scandinavian home and then if these of-
ficial "smellers"™ found a red hair in a Jar it was credited to the Belle lake
country north of town where the Irish made their homestead claimse

But no matter the fragrance, odor or color, it all was legal tender for gro-
ceries, calico, tobacco or snmuff and was token into the back room and all mixed to=
gether and repacked in five pound Jars possessing only one smell and hauled by the
daily freight wagon to Sumter, the nearest railway point.

Arriving in Minneapolis it was fresh cou try butter, fit for the most fastidious
taste. In other words butter in those days was just butters

Better Bubtter Prices

Carl Hagen, a very far sighted farmer living near Biscay, made better bubters
His wife kept the milk end cream away from the sauerkraut jar, the cabbage cellar
end the sprouting potatoes and when Carl took a jer of his butter to tovm he could get
a few cents more a pound then the rank and file who made just "butter." He discovered
that farmers could profit by making better butters

Mre Hagen discussed with his neighbors the advisability of pooling their milk
and building a creamery and cheese factory to take the daily product of the cows
of the community and get an experienced man to handle the product and make a grade
of butter that would, because of its quality, command a much higher prices

On March 15, 1889, after lengthy discussion, articles for the first co—-op=
erative creamery in the state wers drawm up and signed.

The following farmers were the original signers to the first co=operative cream=
ery in UMinnesota: John Kennedy, Henry H. Pahlmen, Henry Ulrich, Carl Hagen, John
Junglaus, William Schultz and John A, Moffatt. The first officers weres John Ken-
nedy, president; Carl Hagen, secretary; and Henry Ulrich, treasurer.

' $2,200 Raised for Co=op

These men were the highest type of pioneer farmer of their day and because of
their sbanding in the commumity it was not long before $2,200 was raised and a general
meeting was held on June 12, 1889, when 32 farmer stockholders were signed upe

At this meeting it was decided every farmer who had subseribed stock had to haul at
least one load of rock to help build the foundation for the creamerys

This was further evidence of the splendid co=operative spirit that permeated the
community and today in this little settlement all but one of the originators of the
co-operative creamery have either sons or daughters who are carrying on.

New Plant in 1913

In 1913 the old creamery was torn down and a $12,000 plant built.

The suggestion of Carl Hagen that quality butter would sell for a better price
found many believers, for one by one the farmers of that community saw by example
and felt in their pocket books the resultse




7 First Cooperative in Minnesota = by W.Fe Schilling

Other communities followed the lead of the Biscay farmers, and on December 27
of that year farmers about Chatfield organized and purchased a privately owned creamery
that was then in operation and on February 17, 1890, the Co=-operative creamery at
Clark's Grove was instituted.

Some farmers said that if the creamery wes started farm would haul so much

the market would be flooded with butter and inste f the price being
ten cents a pound it would be worth only fives

But the incorporators guarded ags <nUL this and passed a resolution compelling
Phe patrons to take out stock in proportion to the number of cows they oun@d.

Many creameries were started later and many of these were built on e promotion
basise Cﬁﬁital s raised among the business men of many communities to build a
creamery with intent that the farmers might have a better market tho'groduct of
the cowe uut it was too oftten found that it took cows and not cash to run a cream-
ery and Mﬂﬂv of the ill=conceived early adventures failede

For the last 25 years virtually no failures have met the farmers who wished to
co—operate to menufacture and sell their dairy products and millions of dollars have
been added to the income of the farmers because of their joint efforts in coop-

ratione

These neri ve acted as & nucleus to better farming and marketing practicess

Today the fiftieth anniversary of the first Mimmesota creamery is being celew
brated, farme: in p in front of uhC modern creamery with their trailers and
trucks, ins | of thei 10rses and 0Xene

At

(atbicle includes pix of Original Co-operative at Biscay 50 years ago; po
. o

Carl Hagen, John Junglaus, Henry H. Pahlman, end Henry Ulrich.)
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