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POPE COUNTY-Ferguson

FORTY SIX YEARS OF PROGRESS IN THE HISTORY OF AMERIC

About seventy years ago Pope county was an uninhabited

-
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"No Man's Land"which had but recently been wrested from the War-like
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Sioux Indian., It lay serene and silent'a part of the great
which had been purchased from France in the year 1803,
French,Spanish and Bnghish flags would have waved
Srwll A P 7Y

over ¥b at different times had there been representatives of those

/
f

nations here te wave them.’ Spain and France had legal claims to

al = 1 o
it .The Engligh rights consisted only By usurpation e# the fur Traders
who were employed by the Hudson's Bay Company.

So long as France or Spain owned the land British
encroachment would have given us little concern, Our own land
ever
extending to east banks of the Mississippi River was/not settled.
Americen eivilization had progressed but little west of the
Alegheny mountains,

Many people thought it was a very foolish move
when Thomas Jefferson proposed buying the land west of the river
in 1803. We did not have people enough to settle the land we
possessed east of the river.

However in those days there were no railroads.
large
Commerce of any/morportion was dependant on waterways., Without
complete control of the Mississippi River our western lands would

o 1 -
1

be without a source of transportation, Then toe,if the land west
A ]

of the river belonged to us no other nation would be dangeriously

near our western borderpfe




POPE COUNTY-Ferguson

Very few people even dreamed that the new land

would be settled as quickly as it was.But oppinion changed in the

next forty six years. Settlements had advanced to the east banks

nd many, were looking hopefully toward the
Ly g )

o

Pacifiec,

Texas,once a pa f M co,had joined our rapidly growlag

nation. General Teylor,who had once commanded Fort Snelling,rose

b

to fame and later the presidency because of his part in the Mexican

war of 1846, His kmowledge of Minnesota no doubt lent a decided
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1 $leonee oa $%x settlement when he became president in
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After the discovery of gold in California and the general
move westward much land was discovered and settled that had remained
ractically unknown before. But the people who settled on the western
ins were like the people in Pope county or elswhere .They had to
have some means of transportation if they were to build up the country’
St T AL L Juy.;uﬁwxyv*Lwn.
ShoSELERS
This led to the developement of railroads ,which in those days
were confined mostly to the eastern sea boards an fewy small feeder
lines to the rivers ,lakes and canels . Water ways were still considered
as the only suitable transportation method on a large scale.
Since no one man had enough money to build a railroad small
investors were induced to buy stock in:-the new roads until suffici
epital was raised to build them.The Government generously assis
in the grants of free land and in many communities the citizans them-

red generous bonuses to encourage road building.
E=4
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- Some of the roads made money quicldy ,since the westward
movement was in full swing. This led to & period of wild speculation
mtil capitel in the eastern banks was exhausted.It finally resulted
in what is known as the money panic of 185Z. In that year the Ohio Trust
Company failed and started a run on smaller banks throughout the country.

=97 raaAd 21 Ao e - PRI &
ilroad building came to a standstill with the nearest puffing engine

88111l “=~Cm miles from Pope county.It had only reached Gelana ,Illinoise.




was seriously affected by the panic of
year before every steamboatb
to to the limit with people

speculators reaped fortunes fmom the sale of lote where propo

Everywhere people were happy and hopeful.Now the

was thrown in reverse .People were crowding on the boats to

444

from a land where there wag no work goney and little food. It took a

sturdy soul to g his th & hang on in a time like that.Corner lots

which had sold f - the year before went begging now.
. A;a railroads for esotaXIX secemed impossible.
.r... ,‘A-.‘.b,, ‘..,,,.L- mu,u\..

Yet times chang 8 times alw did when th

new. There was plenty of room for
ket was like a barrel of
a bung hole

Then the others who come la

ar or so F 6 el to be restored.Railroads

were pushing west again and speculators were once m-re on the move. The
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land agents were advertising Mimnesota in 21l parts of the world and
the territory was of! ng them every inducement to come and
where land could be bought on
compar
the free 'land grants and, settler
1e transportation proble ‘

to-gether with a
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Governor Ramsey ,who was in Washington at the time,
immediatly pledged troops from Minnesota.Althoush it was the

youngest state in the Union ,Ramsey felt sure they would answer

S

the call.He was not disappointed.Soon the pi;ide of HinnesotAa.'sw

manhood was marching away toward the southern battlefields.
—Once more there was a check on the immigration.

The rebellion proied to be the ‘beginning of a four years 7|ra.r.

Men in other states were needed for the army.‘ Others who were-uwn

unable to go were needed in the mills,factories and mine_s turning

put supplies with which to carry on the war ,

sl UuUs liad
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No doubt the new citizens of Pope County had hopes
that the time would be short in developing the roads. Meantime
they could trap small game and raise enough garden stuff to feed
their fam ilies.Their wants were few and they were at peace here

far from the scenes of the battles that were raging in the southe

However the Land of the Sky Tinted water was soon

tinted
to be darkened by another cloud,Which almostyimynsgt the waters

with
of the Minnesota River %@ bloode
The Sioux Indians ,who had long been disattisgfied

with the Bargin they had made in 1851/ rose and went on the war pathe

The-uprisine-sterted around the Indian Agency in Meeker
county ané swept west and south spreading death and distruction through-
out the Minnesota Valley. .

Pope county with only a few famllies within its borders
is little mentioned in the histories of the Indian Ware.Yet it was
not without a part in the excitement ,danger and death of that great
disaster.

Soldiers on their way to protect the living and
bury the dead in Kandiyohi county found a few citizans who were
unaware of the terribal scourge which was raging in surrounding e
counties. about the same time runners had been sent from Ste Cloud
and other towns to warn the settlers in Pope County. A friendly
halbreed or two remembered someone who had perhaps once done them
a favoure

On the first alarm the pioneers ,leaving belongings

F 4

behind,stai'ted for the settlements and stockades .Meantime the Indians
had reached Pape County and escape for a time seemed impossible.

By hiding in tree tops throughout the day and slipping quletly

. through underbrish at night the settlers reached places of safety

bepond the confines of Pope Countye




Several of them joined the fighting forces which were

being organized to subdue the savage .red meris One more intrepid than
the rest returned to his home for some belongings he had left behind.
There the Indians found him.And there they left his scalpless body.
His bones were not even seen by his friends until a year after the
war was OVers

So ended the newly established homesteads of Pope countye
1t was two years afterward before the settlers were allowed to venture

back again to the woods and lekes of the county which was named in

honor of General John Pope,who had’'written the first discription

of. the ne%v aﬁl in 1849,* and was now back in Minnesota as commander in
chie .t of my oi tne Northwesl.-

Even then the settlement was slow because the EXEEX
Civil war was still going on and migration toward the west was
still retarded. It was not until after the close of the war in 1865

that the settlement of Pope County really gathered momentumy
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WHY POPE COUNTY WAS NAMED FOR GENERAL POPE.

The Indian war of 1862 was responsidble for Pope cmmﬁ:y
recoeiving its name.Captain Pope after a serles of driiliant
victories had VYeen placed in command of the Army of Virginia.
There the reputation he had wen 'mu, suddenly blasted by a serious
loss #n and around the Rapahannoek river and Cedar Mowntain.

v Many of the Governnent officlals thought Pope was t;) blame
for the defest of the Army of Virgimia,Others defended him and
insisted that he ho kept in some important oommpnde . | | ./,

T'ne call of Governmemflansey for Feﬁeral troops made 1t(
possible for Lincoln to satisfy both sides. The Army of the Northwest
was created and Pope was placed in command,

His old friends of the days of forty nine were glad to see
hin and this friendship and confidence they placed in him caused them
%o name Pope County in his Ymnor,

Many historians credit Pope with the important work of
winning the Indion war.This may be trusbut not so far as Minnesota
is concerned,Pope did mot arriave in 5t.Paul until September 16th
of the year 1562 and 1t was dut a fow days later before Tibley and
his foreces had completely routed the Indians and made their historie

capture at Camp Release .

 However the Army of the Nortwest took in several states and

the Indian war was pushed on for several years. Sibley and the

Hinnesota troops remained in the f1eld wnder Pope whose headquarter
wamp then moved to iilwakee.
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POPE COUNMTY-Targuaon

ATSer She Tndlan War was over Yhere were seversl cimll
forts maimtalred for the protection m: the ssettlers,lmnlzrents
and travelors., These wors dlstribuged slomg the old uilitary tvall,
& dvepch of vhick ran throush Popo cownty.

At Tele Johorme Svelve scildlere rmednteined a walch over
the surrcunding eountsy . Thoro was vo real btrouble bub thelr vresence
nede the sottlors wiw retumod to thelr homes in that townshiv in 1864
0Ts agrooohlo.

Az aew sediler: cava in ther ware sonetines alamed by
false arys of Indlans.On such scoasoions they loaded thelr velongings
fnto wagona reafy Yo fly to placee of aafeﬁy. Rut ro #igl Lrowdle

ever made ite sppoarance .

POPE COUNTY-Ferguson.

FIRST SETTLERS

Mre0.0+Grove ,who had been Pope County's first cltizan
returned to his homestead in Barsness township in 1864. However he
seems to have confined his activities to trapping.Ole Gilbertson,who
came lager raised the first crop. According to the reports of old timers
he harvested a crop of potatoes in the year 1866« In that year

quite a number of people gsettled in Barsness and other townships.Among

hem were the Barsness brothers after whom Barsness township was named.

—




Page-as0, Tridk Pareness ,after vhom Baveenese Township was named,
| e ﬂ"‘ } zrf;ié;m“ on Atlanta b’ poung Forwegisn lad

the eelors for one of the reginents.He had a r ghi

recalved wounds in two battles and endured

onee he was shot thyeush the lung and lay where

two mﬁ' non watil their bedles stumk in the

tering sun.Unzble to move ,another seldiar was aboub to send a

nis brain to releave him of his misery. Amother man
seiled the mevey slayer $o help move him to a tamd vhers he

nothing to eat bdubt A dried blseuil,
again t0 ::’:' his plage with his reziment and
finzer but conbimned to etay in the ranks

-~
1

1 s a8
the honor of

3

carrying the eclores into Atlanta for

vway 1848.Came %o Wissonsin in isél.

Later in Pope soumby,vhen flour was$lii.00 per barrel and lard 50 comts
a pound he suffered hamighlp with the others.Once he lived fnr
three monthe on lard flour and molasses. But his training in the Civil

ver having been much move severs he no doudbd thought 1ittlo of 1%,

Cost of seed wheat $1.7C orop sold for .40 eentis.
Page 176.7athew Chrighmdmxlow.Canadian.
Carpenterg,
Page 177. Nele B.Tollen dought lot threshing maech hime in 1862.

8 horas power of roal horses. He later opcned the store.
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POPE COUNTY-Fergusen. Notes.

From Minnesota Atlas published by A.I.Andreas ,1874.

Page 10.
Assessed valuation of real and personal property in 1870----$348,479.00

True value of property -$1,111,052,00

Total taxation — $11,587.00

State taxation ], , 743,00
County " $4,917,00 No public debt.

Town,city,ete. -------§4, 927.00
Total $11,587.00

( This shows the rapid develepment of the county since 1865)

Paze 11. Population.1870. This was the first census of Pope County{
Native of U.S. Foreign Born.

Born in Minnesota=—==e—=—=—560. British Americg==== 134

New York 148. England&Nal eSwmmmermmem—w]4

Wisconsin Ireland 68

Ohio Scotland 26

Penn : Germany 31

1110 "“;Iwo. Fl‘a.nca 1

Total -==1310., Sweden& Norway: 1075,
Total-—Fwi&gn-Bm-lml

Total population 1870=——-2691 e

(This shows the rapid settlement of Pope County and where the people eame from. )

There was no manufacturing establishments listed for the county .1870.

Page 13, Map shows St.PauléPacifie Railway eressing the Southwest corner of
Pope county. Benson,in Swift County was the nearest railroad shipping point.

(Did this road help or hinder the settlement of Pope County?)
Below is a list of the township population for 1870.Page 15.

Anderson--74,Barsness——153,Ben Wade==-~240,Chippewa——=116,Gilehrist-~169,
Glenwood——214,Grove Lake-=292,Lake Johannga==-219,Levan—150,Nora--29,

Reno--254, Rolling Fork--211,West Port--238,White Bear Lake --262.

Page 155 Siouk Center N.P.RR.
Page 184 Pope

County map.1870. Pictures of Glenwood ang Lake whi
e Pple.
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Panie of 1873,

ad

Ancther factor whieh may have contributed to the panie of
1873 is to be found in the insuranee reports of the years of 1871
to 1873.During those years there was about four hundred million
dollars worth of property destroyed by fires. Most of them
tock place in large cities whieh had expanded rapidly after the
Civil War.

These eities had grown xx mueh faster than duilding regulations and
fire prevention metheds could keep paee with them . This was evidently
not t ken into consideration by the insurance companies who figured
their risks on the basis of losses in previous years. But such losses
they had not experienced in any period streteched over twenty five years.

The insurance companies hafl reinvested their money in bank and
railrocad bonds and other Ms »8ome of them in Minnesota.

When ealled wpon to pay such a staggzering swm as four hundred milléon
dollars naturally these companies were hard pressed for ready cash,
Many of them failed entirely . Those who did not were forced to sell
their long time bonds for whatever they could get. Where they had
recently been money lenders they were now borrowers and there was

no momey to borrow.

The revolving foree of four hundred million dollars taken from
the channels of trade would be a calamity even to=8ay jwhen we spéak

in terms of billions. But in the year 1873 ,before our finaneial

structure had expanded to such porportions as we have to-day ,the

effeet must have been m

In

In studying our county ,then,and taking into consideration
the world wide events which speeded up or retarded its development,
we mmm that they were brought about by &:one
factor alone.And it would take a very wise man ,incieed,to trace all
of the effeects to to thelr various causes. It is perhaps enough for
us to know that we are not set apart from people in other places as
much as we sometimes imagine.A fire in Boston or a war in Europe
may have its effect here just as they did in 1873,

.‘.’.i.‘[iliii -:;:.’ ,L.IL LMI######?H’L&#### ##’#%L L ,' ###*ﬁ######w##ﬁ%
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gast of the Mississippl River settlements had advanced &3eEt
to Fort Ripley,then called Fort Gains.West of the river as we have already
learned belonged to the Indians,with the exception of the military reservation
of Fort Snelling which extended about nine miles up the Mississippi above

the mouth of the Minnesota. There were a few missionary stations and fur

trading posts seattered about over the state. The most promanent ones were

at Lae Qui Parle and Pembina.

The mission at Laec Qui Parle was operated by Rev.Riggs and Dr
Williameon .The fur trading post had been established by Joseph Renville
and after his death was carried on by Martain McLeod.

At Pembina,two miles south of the Cansdian line, A Mr.Belecourt
operated a miscion and Norman Kittson a trading post.

Pembina,being so near the Canadian line was considerably under
the influence of the Hudson's Bay Company traders. Scattered along on both
sides of the line were about eight thousand half breedgIndians.

It was thought by many people that under proper influance
these Indians might become useful American citizans.The fur traders who
annuslly delivered their furs to the Mendota Headquariers,@perated by Sibley
resented the British enecroachments into their hunting grounds. These and
other problems were carried to Washington for EEXEIBHERE o final solution.

Among the many problems which econfronted the Washington Offieials
wasé the settlement of the Indian wars, Investigation of the trouble around
Pembina, The establishment of forts to protect settlers and the opening of
new land.Transportation,that age old problem,had to be solved before

settlements could advance very far from water ways.




SUME THING ABOUT THE MAN AFTER WHOM POPE COUNTY WAS NAMED AND WHAT KE
el DID FCR MINNESOTA.,
Thus it*REppbie@ thet

/ / /1 B ey 16th,1849 a young Army officer left St.louis for Fort
Snelling to join on expedition to the northern fronitler of Minnesota.
His name was Johm Pope,and although he wes only iwenty seven years
of age he held the renk of Brevet Captain of the Topographical Enginsers.
This rank had been given him for meritous service in the Mexican War.

Ho had cucplayed abillty and courage at both Buma Vista and Bﬁonterq.

However Fope's training in the army had not fitted him Sriatly
for the battle flslds. After graduating from West Point in 1842 he had been
assigned %o the Topographical ¥Wngineers Corps .He served first on survey
work im Florida and later on the Northwest boundry line whers he was promoted
to second lisutenant in Msy ,1846.8hortly afterward he was transfered to
General Taylor's Army in Texas and Mexico.

Grant,Les and meny other officers with whom he was later to
have dealings were in Mexico with him.Grant had been with him for thmee
years at West Point. He was about Pope's age(séexceb a month's differsnced
However he had entered the acalamy a year later than Pope and so graduated
& year later.

Pope's training with the Engineers fiitted him for the task
to which he was assigned with the ed:pedition to Pembina in 1849. But the
war and the promotions he had recelved perhaps fired him with ambition
which some times ,no doubt,made him 2 problem for his superior officers.

He arriaved at Fort Smelling Mey 22nd,1849 with orders %o
accompany lajor Samual Woods who was shortly %o lead the expedition %o the

frontier fur trading post of Pembins.




POPE,GENERAL JOHN-Ferguson.

-

wl Woods hed orders to meke certain reports and reccom-
mendations for the locatlon of army posts and such other measures that
prevent further wars betwsen the Sioux and the Chippewa and ald in
sttlement of the Territory of Minnescta.

Bagk of their oriers were streams of propagands to various

jovernmental offices concerning British encroachments by the HBudson's

4
> ™

Boy Company and thelr sgents North of FPembina.
In end around Fembina on both sides of the line there lived
gbout sevem or oight thousand half breeds ,who according to the reporis
wors demoriliized by *-rhi.‘sk.e;f and other coniving of the Hudson's Bay Company
agents and factors. It was thought that if suitable measures were aidopted by
he United States these paopla W all vtle on the American sids,become
useful citize PR more of their furs %o Mir.Kitison agent
for a fur Company at Pembina.
Indian situation was ; sged in the EEEEEIR order;

to Mgjor Woods,But Pops seemed to have much leevay as the nature of his
report. And his actual duties and subordinstion %o Toods 1s somewhal vague.

In those days when thers were fow settlements in the territory
mash of the food for both mon and beast had to be gathered from the country
through which thar passed. It was the 6th of Jumo bafore the grass was high
enough to risk starting oul vith the I‘Lor:;es and wagons on the flve hunired miles
to Pembima.

On_the map 1t would hardly be five huamdred miles dub according to

the curious comtrivance called an olemebar which counted Lhe revolutioms

of a wagon wheel Pope cstimated the distence over which they traveled as

four hundred snd ninty sevenm miles from Fort Smellin to Fembins.







renember that the Slowx was in o

west of the Mississippl in 1849.The only exception was the resorw: atian
of Port Smelling. The i:-mi purchased by Ltutensnt Plke for the Tort in 1806
extended wp the west bank of the river the Talls of St.Anthony taking
in practieslly all of the land new ocowpled by !
side of the river.

Bast of the river 5t Anthony,S8t.Pavl and $¢111lwatsr were off
%0 a good start as thriving villages. ¥hite settlers could be found on the
engt side og far as Fort Gelns(later cclled Fort Ripley) 76 miles north of
Bort Smelling. In All there were searcely more than 4,000 pere bdlood vhites
tn 211 of what is now Mimnesota. This included the garrison of 200 nmon, at
Yort Snelling and 117 2% Fort Gains,The Missionary posts and white treders.

o~ e oot B o om0 men ohone
for meeing businecs men omong

1

the inhabitants of Minnesote territory, Sidley.vho still meintained o
\ &

PR . e Py’ % o+ £ o . A ", 2o pe | - e -} * 7 £ o
¢ Cepot at Mendota in additlon o Velng a Teprescuialive In

s8171 beld o sutlorshdp at the Yort in odditiom
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Anthony enterprises. Closely as aociated "'” Steole mas hin chief
Clerk, John H.Stevens whe had only arriaved that year and mas to have the
honor of bullding the £irgt homge on the west banks of the Migsinsippl obove
the St.inthony Fallse
the Wools-Pope expedition and

ths west side the river with aynreising eves. And it 1s logleal to assume
that they might have hadé some fenfluance on the young Army en Zinsar before he
started on the long $rel: tomand Par whinafon June 6%h,18949. AL any Ta tc
Col.Stevens in his reccolections of lMinnesota and Its fimg;la{‘,?recar a t; ot on

Jwie the 10th Steels took him on a trip to and sbove the Falls mtf! informed

him that the 13!14‘ in that viecinity bdelonging to the Govermment Reservation

!




would soon be open for sétilement/and persuaded him to select a loeation
for hingalf.

Thatever the source of Steel's information might hawve Deen 1% proved
correct. In the beglmuing of Pope's report ,he daringly recommended to Congress
2hat the Fort Snelling reservation be reducel and the land thrown open for
settlement.

It would seem that such & reccome dation should have come from Major
foods rather than Pope. Woods had wntil reecently beem in command of the Tort
and no dovdt had much more information than Bope could have obtained in sush
& short and hurried survey.Pesides he was in comand of the empedition %o
Perdina, Fevertheless Pope's raports were so uncerimoniously written with
an sszwmtion of amthority that they seemed to have beon ascepted almost
verbetun/ and Pope,rather then Woods ig accredited by some historiann as the
leader of the expedition, | Bt

Growssing the River sbove the Falls of St.inthony ,the trvopers made
thelr way Forth over & dim trail vhich ran clhest dme north to Fort Calama,
at a distance of from a fraction ~f o mile %o $em miles east of the winding
river.

Rain,med,ewolen streams and more mud impeded their progress.They found
frequent uze for the pontoon wegon bede im bridiing the streams. Both horses
and men were useful in dmaszsing the wegonz through sloughs and long strotches .
of bogeed down prarie vhich had been soaked by ths heavy weins.

At lemgth they roached the house of a Mr.Gilman one mile above Saulr

]
Repids . There a company of Brogoons from Fort Geins met them ,Together they

4

ant
erossed the Missiosippl Rivef/formed o camp om the west side .

Aceording %o Pope's report they found a settlement at Rice COreelk







7 miles from S% Anthony,another one 10 miles further on at she mouth of the
Bum River and one at Elk River 12 wiles further. He d.éscri.beﬂ the comtry

as having big meadows with fine hay.

In spite of the fact thal thelr heavy loaded wagons were meking slowXiER

progress through a iond filled with swamps ,botherscone streams and musquitos,
_'ha sainte \‘{Zw future in glowlng colors ,obviously for the benefit of Smigration
and \end agents .Camping on the territory of the Sloux one mile south of the
Watab river ,their northemn boundry line,He mentions the anclent war between
the Sioux and the Winnebages vhe wers then North of the Watab.
The Winnebagos,Sald Pope. had been removed from the vicinity of
Prairie Du Chisa to stop the oconstant fighting with the Sioux .but ltha novement
B By whiien Wi e o die Sn. o ssiels. e e Fe . P
for the reductioa of troops at Tort smelling and scatteriang then along
this northern Indian bowndry to prevent further troubls between the Indians.
Ia this plan he was swported by Major Woods when that officer
subnmitted his report $o the Var Depariment. However Pope's plans naem %o
have been a 1ittle confusing for at the same tims he resomends i:hat the
Sioux land Vest of the Rivaer be purchased for the extemsion of settlement
by the whites.

Pope saw,or at least pretended to see ,a great future for
western iinnesota as a farming center. Perhsps his plans for transportation
were somewhal impractical,but he lived in an age of Water transportation.

He therefore saw a potential highway in the smallest stream or lske,if the
government could bul gppropriate sufficlent funds to remove odbstructions
and connect them wp by ecanals and decper chanels.Offering the feasidility
of flat boatl freighting aeroes lakes to the Missippippi.

gy




POPRE, GENERAT JOEN-Ferguson

However his recomendations were not confined to watervaye. He
advanced the idea of financing rallroads by land grants and recommended
routes as follows: From the head of navigzation on the Red River to the
Head of Navigation on the St.Peters/now Mimmesota River).This would have
been zpproximately from the vieinity of Breckenridge %o Manlkato. Another from
Breckenridge to tho mouth of the Crow Wing and on %5 the west shlore of
L_alca Swperior. A northern route from Breckenridze to Duluth,

. His recomendation for a state boundry line would have cub our
state off with the 46th paralel as its approximate northern doundry. Presumably
he expected to include only the land of the Sioux in Mimmesota with the
now ajacent land of the Dakatas. This reeopendation was not followed ,nor were the
routes for his proposed milroaquifIgw;;v‘eﬁ; ';ﬁlth slizht changes ,the land grants,

for railroads,
purchase of Indian land and estadlishment of a State followad him reports in

a few short years,

Having left the talkative poung officer camping south of the Watad
River we now return to accompany hinm alonz with the antirs apedition wash
toward the Red River of the North,

T B LR S N AN TS S SRR A
and recapture
Frequent rests for the prairie to dry,and recuperats/thelr

horses ,which at times grew weary of the march and headed back Tor Snelling,
found them on June the 16th winding thelr way over an imaginary trail,now
covered with high grass, between the Watab and the Sauk Rivers. They ferried
the Aauk 21 miles from its mowth and reached 2 small lake which was a

tributary of the Crow River. There again they halted for a rest of a few

2!

days . Pope took occasion to jot down the information that heowy loadsd vagons

were inadvisable for explorers and hints that bhe commanding efficer




uneasy about the successful acccmplishnent of the

™

fon. Mowever Pone failed to mention the commanding officer dy name
either through courtisy or discourtisy or perhape he wanted no name in
contrast %o his ovm for future historiams to stusble over when writing of
seens Yo have K&K Been the effect fcr vhen Folwsll
*age 128 of his history he credits Po;ne as being in
any rate we may readily see that the way was

taien them 17 days to travel

Shulc Bepids to two lakes somehwere neer

the first Fourth of Julpy
that was known in Pope County. "hile the trwopers hunted,fished and amused

themselves trving to estinate the nwder of white swan which floated on the

lake Pone nerhens relaxed emouzh to deserids the beautiful scenery , tell

of the groves of trees and fertle nrairies,shigh later appeared in his
reports for the b yf the land agonts.
lowaver 2 was goms uneasiness on this first fowrth of July
he troopers had camped at wal later Lecame
g Serrific storm broke the stillness n:
of lightnéng acreoss the serene beauty
tants wore rirped %o shreds and ons of the
ocowpsnts was enveloped in flemes that rendered him unconcious for several
hours.Fortunately he was not killed ,however he was paralyzed to such an extent
that 1t was necessary for him %o make the remainder of theip in one of the wagons .
The route of travel on this trip is noted by the following points
mentioned; David Ieke (named for the first American who visited it) 25 miles

from Savk repids.Hemris Iake seven miles further which smpties into the
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for material
No doubt I have gemd into a more elaberate search 'than will be used in

the county work.However I feel that I must know something of the backzround

and oxperiences of the man before attemﬂﬁng to write his record for our State.

Frankly I have soms misgivings comceraing the walidity of this
assignment.levertheless it is 2 Jeleaf from the county assignments on which
1 have been working for ths past two years .1 am therefore taking up ths task
in esarnest,and unless reassigned to something elsze will eadeavor to get
an accurate picture of Pope's work in our state—if,as Grant sald® I have
to wear nmy winter pants all summev.®

JeLeForguson.




POPE,GENERAL JOHN-FERGUSON

On July 15th,1849 the Pembina Expedition left the Red River
and moved on to the Shayenne.Here again the horses took atvantage of
the disorzanized formation while ferrying the river and stampeded.
Another day was ldst rounding them up.

Since this part of the trip was through what is now North
Dakota 1t is doubtful if much of it would be of interest in the study
of Minnesota counties. However the writers should remember that the
land covered was then included in Minnesota Territory.

'I'he' party moved west to the S8th JXEKISEX Maridian ,reaching
the Goose River July 22nd .There they found a herd of buffalo the

first they had seen on the entire expedition.

Eight days more traveling north and east they arriaved at

The Pembine Aug lst.INEEFIH TREATSENGHEEXIINE BT SRESHENSHX It had
taken them 57 days to cover tﬁe route of 497 miles,scarcely nine miles
per day. Of course a man could have made faster time on foot. But the
conditions of the country in that day was not such that the war dept
wanted to risk sending soldiers intc EXBEUREFE northern Minnesota without
being equipped for any emergency. Besides there were observations and
studies to be made for the future guidance of immigrants.Uncle Sam
had a piece of land here EEEXISX#EEXHESX with which he was not familiar.
Reports which had been coming into VWashimgton had to be checked and
reccomendations made to ald the Congressmen who would later make laws
to settle the land and protect the immigrants.

Pembina,two miles south of the Canmadian border ,was perhaps
the seat of the comtroversay which had led to the movement for the

expedition.




POPE,GENEBAL JOHN-Farguson

The half-breed settlement of Pembine ,at the mouth of the Pembina

River,consisted of only about a dozen houses. The bulk of the population

lived in lodges. Mr.Beleourt ,the misslonary, oceupled a house go too
did the fur trader,Kitison. The remainder of the bulldings houscd a few
of the halftreed families.

However only about & thousand of these pecple lived on the
U.S.slde of the line. But over these the Mndson's Bay Company exercised
a congiderable énfluence. Besides these on the Camdian side knew littke
and cared less about boundry lines. A herd of buffalo on the American
side was no doubt too great a temptation to FNEEX restriet them from
crossing the border. And alreedy in dedbt to the Hudson's Bay Company
and with a thirst for the ever available rottem whiskey of the fraders
they could nmot even imagine a boundry line to stop them.

Pope was of the oppinion that an army post be established
at Pembina and courts of justice established. Woods ,however ,inferred
that most of the trouble was imeginary and made mo smeh reccomendations.
Perhaps as an older officer and more subject to dicipline he was of the
oppinion that he should not go beyond his orders which were for the
recommendation of a poet not more than two lundred miles from Fort Gaims.

Major Stephen long had been in this wecimity a quarter of a
century earlier(1823) and had set a woodem post on the 49th paralel.
There was some doudt asf to the exactfcorrectness of the boundry line,
And in this Pope was snxious to settle the quostion without delay. He
entered into a correspomdence with the Bri tinh,’géchwas quickly
suppressed by Woode .No mention was made of this controversy by Pope
but Woods mentiomed it in his report. The Wood-m post set by {‘ong «Whoh

had rotted amay,was replaced by Woods .

J




Farther recommendations was made to the inhabitants %o seleect
their own leaders and establish a loecal governing body for themsclves.
To this they readily agreed.

Both Pope and Woods saw a potentlal stremgth in the 8000 half

breeds who were leaning more to the white man's ways than to the savage

nature of thelr red fathers.

Could the United States Government make things more inviting
for them tham the Hudson's Bay Company had done 1% was thought they would
all move over on the American side and become citizens., No doubt this
would have had a two foldrpurpoae +JFirst 1t would have sweeled the population
of the territory and hastemed its position into state hood. Second these
people would have formed a formidable army should Bmouble spring up elther
between the British or the Indians. Latbr years proved the correciness
of Pope's position on the matter of establishing a vost at the place.

perhaps

However it was/though that he was %oo much under the enfluance
of some of the early speculators of the territory,who held oppiniocns
similar te his own., His scheme for railroads and rapid setilement was
scoffed at by many people as visionary and impractical.

Nevertheless the rocommendation for buying the Sioux land
was speedily carried out. So too ,were the land OGrants for railroads,although
not in the exaet routes gelected by Fope.

Fort Abererombie was establisghed. The reservation of Fort

Snelling was ocut down and the land opened for settlement. All this on
the recomendation of a twenty seven vear old officer who held only the

rank of a brevet captaim is worth noting,




POPE, CRNIRAL JOMN-Ferguson .

Crow Rlver four miles from Lake Henrie.left lake fenrie and crossed
Crow river twelve miles beyond Lightning leke (.It was at this point that
Pope concelved the flat boat ravizetion from the lakes to the Miselssippi.)
/| Left Ightning leke July the third and merched 14 miles to White Bear where
we waited wntil July the 6th for Dr.Castor who had been sent from Devils lake
for more veg,ons: Reached and named Pike lake.8n July the 9threached and named
1k leke.Heve the soldiers had o taste of elk meat, and no doubt emjoyed
a brief spell of hunting big game, Crossed the Tipsinsh or Potatoe River a
tridutary of the 5% .?etem.”ﬁeached Elbow Lake where we eneountered a small
party of Chippewas who were out on a scalping expedition toward the lamd
of the neighboring Sioux. ;

These seeme to have been thexgi;tm&ians met by the expedition exespt
half & dozen Winnebagos who had visited them at "hite Bear lake. The Chippewas
put on s little entertsimment in the way of a war dance for the soldiers WK
in exchange for a suwply of tobacce then went on thelr way. The troopers
continued on thelr way crossing the Bebbit River and passed over a rolling
ridge to the banks of the Red River.

( { Pope made frequent flash backs in his story thich are very difficult %o
follow/ as %o location of events. By comparing the Woods reports anfl the
dlary of the unknown soldier 1t is possible to arriave at some degree of
acuracy.)

After leaving White Bear on July the sixth they made twemnty five niles
on a very hot day this seems to have been the lobngest stretch they had covered
wp 4o that time in a singie day .Although they were nounted on horses which had
been resting for thres days the march was considered o Zcod ona. Keverﬁhélees
the Winnebago Indians who had attatched themselvee to the party easily kept pace

on foot.




‘Twenty six days were spent in and around Pembina by the
troopers. Woods ,who was really in command of the expedition,left with
his command on Aung 26th and retraced pretty much the same route as hhy
had come. Pope and Liutenant Cardner remained bdfehind with the intention
of making a canoce trip back to Fort Snelling .

His controversy with the English athorities over the boundry
line did not have seemed to have reached any disagreebale porportio ms.
At eny rate the faector from Fort Gm:y wag friendly enough %o furnish
him with a cance with which to meke the return trip south.
This canoe,Pope stated,"Was 33 feet long and Five and one
half feet wide. It was made of birch bark and easily carried by two men.®
Equipped with provisions Poe and “ardner set out up the Red River
September 18t,1849 for the long trip %o Snelling,

From the Red Hiver to the Sipux Wood and porteging from river
to lakes and from Lakesto lLakes ,they traversed the country azain entering
the Migsissippl near Fort Gains and drifted down to Fort Snellinmg.

The entire trip took them 37 days which seemed %o have been more pecas-
ané than the slow hard march north had beenm.
Small game and wild fowl was seen in abundance .Pope describes
the ducks on the lakes as being sc tame that the cpnoe would sctually
be in their midst before they would move ﬁut of the way.
September 27th.they arriaved at Fort Snelling .Woods and
his command had arriaved eight or ten days earlier. Woods expected Pope
to subnit his reports through him as a superior officer. To this request
Pope made excuses for more time .He soom returned to St.louis and mailed

his report from there ,direct to Washington,Peb 5%h.1850.
It was twelve years later before Minnesota people saw

him again .In which time both Pope and the country had made some developments. .
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A/CHANGING PICTURE .

i

the lend west of the riwver was thrown open
confined to a narrow strip along the banks of the Minnesota River,
up the Father of
Waters to 1 z h supy : \ 3 the Minnesotans
raise enough to feed them selves.Cran\berries,furs and lumber
flour ,bace ugar ,salt amé New Orleans
molasses and other such ple fo hat the hardy pioneers
get.And each boat brought a fresh suwply of immigrants .
on to the who came overland had to find land.
wonder that occasional
in crossing the river and
Both immigrants and speculators
land rights. to be extended west of the
too there was noise & ad tl ra, ds might some day come
into this country.If that happpened it would connect the
steamboats with one of the richest wheat growing countries of

the world.

e
This swebees Indian traty

would forever remove the ‘fed

Minnesota and the Red River

the Indians }

/

were made to reimburse them for th i hey had given to the

in the days when the

had gotten in debt objected to the treaty until provisions



The atventaze given to-the traders-was later-to cause much trouble
cause of the great Sioux
' almost depopulated the Minnesota 1

However for the time be g the Indians were satisfied and

withdrew to their reservation on the banks of the ! ysota River.

POPE COUNTY-Ferguson

~

The treaty of Travers des Sioux may be read in another
story.Here let us simply say that it took place in the year 1851,
And that by it the Sioux Indians were confined to a ten mile strip
along both banks of the Mimmesota River.The remainder of land
was open to settlement under the preemption act. Any one now
could buy land for $1.25 cents an s nd have several years in
which to pay for it.

Hordes of settlers and speculators trooped across the

and made a mad scramble for the most favourable
speculators worked mostly along' the rivers where
tomn sites could be laid out near steam boat landings.

Henderson,Mankato ,New Ulm and other towns soon
D .Places farther back from the river ,like Pope County

development.Before people settled on land they first

assured of a way in which to market their crops.
e /
A /
e Government soon Sfgelb to remedy this difficulty

through free land grants to railroads which would build through

certain designated sections.




Several companies were organized,mostly for the purpose of
getting a title to the land .Few of them had enough cspital to build a
ingle ‘mile of road.The land XXUXEEXX would he veluless until other free
land was taken uwp by the settlers.Nevertheless the men who organized the
companies saw a chance for future speculation and made every effort to
secure the vast tracts of land allotted for development of railroads.
One of the companies was more influential than the othere
title

and jealiousy of the others and they raised such an wrear

was repesled,

Later grants were made and eventually the state issued

gseveral millions of dollars in bonds which they were to loan to the

railroad companies fef to aid them in road building. This ,too ,can be

read in a seperate chapter ,along with the treaty of Travers des Sioux.

(=7

-

Let us here confine our selves to the study of Pope county and its

relationship with Minnesota,the United States and the world at large
Perhaps you migh 1ink that your county was not concerned

with other statgs or countries. Yet you have only to glance in your

mothers pantry or cupboard or make a list of the clothes you wear

te convince your sel: eople every where are affected by what

preople do in oth

f =)

lays of 1851 lived more simply than they
do now yet XEXWHEXHE they too were dependant on people in other places
lians had learned to depend on the commerce of theilf furs
gathered.It was therefore essential for the white men to have
means of transportation other than the rude ox carts of the fur traders.
Steam boats could travel up and down the Migsiseippi and quite a
ways up the Minnesots in those days.Naturally $he settlements were confined
to points near the rivers. The delay in road builad ding retarded the growth
of Pope county for a dozen years after the land was thrown open for
gettlement,
Perhaps wondering liang slipped away fro their crowded
reservation on the banks of the Minnesota nad stalked the gzame which
sought refuge in the secluded woods of Pope county. If so,there were
no white mén to bother him.Only now and then some ox cart trader gathering
a swply of repidly dininishing furs

leisurely
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LANGHET TOWNSHIP,

Orgamized in 1868 and nmmed for Lexihel Norwmy the home of Therald Ciunvlerson.

Osmend Theraldson, Andreas Ingebrebson, Gunder Thaveldson,Jul lelsonm and Ols
Lohre and Ole Throndson were the firsh township officerse
School districh o 22 wms organized in 1869, A ehureh was orgenized
in 1871e
Erick Bemsom the first sebbler came to the bowmship in 1867.He obbained
his food from an Indisn Humber who sbill 1ived there,

ROLLING FORKS TOWNSHIPs Organized 1868,
The land in this bownship is rolling a oreck forms a fork with
the Chippewn river.ience the name Rolling Forks.

r i 733
Ols S¢ Olsan RErick and Ole Thommson and Thyond Paulson Nordemhus were

the first tomnship organizerss
In 1868 a school organizabion was formed oThis was Distrioh Noelds A log
school houii -1,2’\52%115_1{; on 580422 o The school house was used as a
sommmi by Qenbero

The worst snow storm in the hisbory of the white ocowangy of
'the ooty came bo Rolling Forks in the winber of 72-73.

A prass hopper vlague came in 1877 and T8¢ which cleaned oub
practically the whols townshipe
Gilehrist Townships ‘
The land in Gilehrist bownship was first surveyed in 1856 by Jolm Ryan
The township was orgenized im 1867 and the first election held st the hame
of Ole Peborsone
The name Gilohrist was derived from the combined firsh sylabels from the
names of Ole Gilberbson and Cumder Chrisbophersane

Ole Reine ,Torger Thorpson and Ole Peberson locabed ia this ‘tomaship in 1865,




Blue lownds -Combiaued.
Digbriot 36,which book in the enbire bowmship was organized in 1873
Hans Jolmshoy baught o bhree months bewrm of school ab the homes of Andres
Brenden end JohnshoySEITSGEEEX

ReVeP.SeRoque organized a Iubheran comgrogabion In 1872 They builb
a church near where the Greenland church now shandger church was built by
the Swedish sebblementt in bhe wesbern part of the bowmship bub a dissension
soon diwided it and two other churches were built one at Agusbans snd Anobher

called "iHssicn Vermen",

WALDEN TOWNSHIP. Orgenized in 1872 and mamed for & village in Vermomb,

Settlement in this bowmship was not made wbil 1871, Charles H .Fumber who

care in that yemr was from lMalden liasse According bo some reporbs The

tomship was first named lalden bub laber changed bo Walden by an error in

spelling the name on the recordse Iver P.Barsmess who wes the first Sown

clerk came the same years lost of the setilers who came that year were

from Dane cownty Wisconsine

Hexs Snippia,:an early sebbler wmas frozen bo death in a blizzard in 18724
Chuxch activities were promanant from the very first and the first

congregabion was organized in 1871, A school districh was organized three

years labergin 1874e

HOFF TOWNSHIP,  Organized 1879,Named for Hof in Norweys

First bownship officers were Samml Boobh, T.Celein, Ole Swenson,W.E.Rogers

and Hpldor Aslapsone

Valdris,Nomwey ,H&m@ ias the hameland of mony of the early sebttlers

in this Gownship o They locabed here as early as 1871s A bwo wesks rip by
ox bteam was mde Go ST.Clowd to seoure their naburelizabion paperse

A church was organized in 1872 bub no buildong erecbed belfore 1875




CHIFPPEWA FATIS TOWNSHIP,

This towmship ve
coived ibs name from the falls on the little Chippewn,

river
which mms through iteIt wos orgenized in 1869,

A schoo 3
L was baught by Yary Ayres in the home of John Lambey
Church services was held in vars .

lous homs i
e 5! s wrtil 1886 when the firsh

BARSNESS bovmshipe  Organized 1869,
Erio N.,0leN.,and Nels Barsmegs

were three brothers for whome
this towmshi
We.s namedes They cams to 4ho ‘Sovmship :

in 13664 They were not i

. the first

ers however,0laus Olson Growe hamsbeaded there in 1
864,

22 Sixbeon year old o4
girl to .
her father's log house ught the first school in

in 1870¢The followin year a school house was built

A Norwegian :
g Lubheren congregation church was organized 3

and built a chuweh in 1871, B

orop raised in %he bowmshin, Mg

FIRST CHURCH.
Barsness township also had the honor of having the first organ-

ized church. The Norwegian ILutheran Church was organized in 1867.For
several years they had no regular church building.Servises were held
at the homes of settlers ,or during the summer,in the groves around
the lakes. It was not until the year 1871 that a plain loz house was
built on the farm of Ole Helle and dedicated as the firs® Lutheran
Church in the countye

Reverand P.S.Reque served as pastor in three churches in as
many townships. Servises were three to four weeks apart . Since these
were practically the only public gatherings in those early days every
one for miles around made an effort to be there. A ten mile walk to
chureh was not uncommon for the church goers ,for not all of them
had horses or even oxXeNe

In addition to being pastor of three churches,Rev.Reque owned
a livery stable. Perhaps he farmed a 1ittle on the side alsp,for the
settlers were poor and could afford to pay him very little for his s

services.

*Notes: Sourcesy Pope County Tribune July 5th,1928.

Builders of Pope county,page 23e

BLUE




MOUNDS. Organized in 1869

The mdilating prairie is broken by a range of high wooded hills

which gave rise bo the nams Blue mownds, Some of the sebilors cams fram

& similar Somship of the same name in Dane oownby W’isoons;‘uq..l B
367
Section 14 was settled by Ramms Signalmess in 186%{ Zze soems Lo have
been the first bo locabe in the bownshipe Other sebbler moved in the follow
yeale

St Cloud,75 miles awsy was the nsarest railroad shabione




GROVE LAKE TOWNSHIP.
Like Glemwood,

Organized Septomber 5th,1866/Grove Lale received its name from
iks so?caic topography(the groves and lakes) It included what is now Bangor
‘bmmsh:_p.de Ermerson,HeHsVells,JGeConfisld,and Isiah Judd were the firsh
supervisors and officers of the bomshipe

The first organized school in the cownby was disbrioct Noe.l in
Grove Lake which was organized im 1377.A log school house was bulld near
the present sibe of the Growe lake sbore., Della Wilson was the firsh beachers

No doubt Grove Lake was the first sebtled commmity in the couwntye
As early as 1862 Desn Stabler and Thomes Ven Eabon sebtled there.Isah Judd,
David S'bevemoﬁ,smon Decler come in 1864. The Stabler's are menbioned in the

Indian wrisings

BAIGOR TOWNSHIP WK

Bangor towmship wes cub off from Grove lake in 18844E.D.Compbon,

George Fowlds and W.C.Mitehell were the first supervisors.iialber L.Beech as

treasure,and William Douglas ,Justice of the peacse,D.E.l[HBchell and
John Fowlds as Consbables.

The name of Bengor was suggesbted by Pab Jomes in homor of his
home bovm of Bangor Maine. Little or no sebblement in this btowmship
is recorded before D.E.litechell hamesbteaded there in 1868.Pat Jomes and
Jolm Fowlds arriaved the some yealrs




Glemmood ‘bovmshdp was organized in 1866s The nsme is appropriabe beocause
of the woods and glems EMFFSWRATAECERS lying within its borderse

Little achkiviby in bownshdp work is recorded before 1867 when
Ao Lathrope,EeSeLathrope and Knud Simmons were menbioned as offioemo

Schools were taught in privabe homese.Helen Simoms was the first

Plans for the esbablishment of roads were laid in 1867,

Halvor Halversoile

In the year 1865 o lonesome Horweigian might have been seen early
some morning slipping from a dug out and sawnbering through the woods. Gun
and shot pousch across his shoulders Along sone strean perheps he hes a string
of traps or snares. Except for a few people in the vioinity of the present
oity of Glexmwood he has the entire btowmship to himselfs

This man ,Halvor Halverson, was nob & new comer bto ths sbtabe.He had
1ived in Dakoba cownby,bub btrue o the pioneering instinet of his race he
saught more elbow room and in the yemr 1865 he left his family in Dalpba and
spentXERE a year gebling esbablished in Pope Gowrty o The following year
he reburned to Deloba coumby a¥fX for his family. Today one may sit back in
a car end meke the 4rip in a few howrs. Bub Halvor Halvsrsoats family knew
no such luxrisse. Weeks were spent behind the plodding beam of oxen as they
pullad the rude wagm ,which was covered with fence rails for a bed « On this
rade conveyanced the Halvorson family with a few simple belongings made the

tripeSuch was the forrmmmers of civilazation imbo Glemmood tovmshipd/ bub

these people were nobt alon for longe Other settlers soon followed them .

The bownsit of Glemmood was plabbed #a Sepb.26%h, 1868. The village

was incorporabted Feb.23rd,1861 and incorporated as a oiby in 1912,




Gilchrist Conbinueds
The firsh school house was builbt on Sec 24
LAKE JOHANNA TOWNSHIP,
Organized in 1867 First coumby sebllemsnbs were here
The first school was held in the home of Jolm Jolmson Sandvig ¢The t acher
was Tory Thorson School distrioh Hoe4 now kmowm as 13 was organized
in 1868

The Lubtheran Church was organized in the ecarly seveniiese




AN EARLY INDIAN SCARE.

After the Indian uprising of 1862 there was for several years
a series of stockades maintained from Iowa to the Canadian border.
Although most of the Indisns were confined to their reservation or
removed beyond the state the fear of them could not be easily removed.

But at length the athorities thought it was no longer necessary

to maintain the stockade garrisons to alleviate the fears of immigrants
and homesteaders. The soldiers were discharged to return to their homes
or take up ho/ﬁgteads wherever the land suited theme In time the
Indians were almost forgotten.

Then one day in 1876 the cry of IndisnslIndians,rang through
Pope county and sent goose pimples up and down the spine of the bravest
of the citizense Like a flash ,back came the memories and stories of
the uprising of 1862.

Families were quickly loaded into wagonsySome on foot ,others

on horse back.All turned their attention toward the settlements in

Sterns and other counties where they thought they might find protection.

Guards were quickly organized and sent scurrying toward the northwest
cornor of the county ¥MEXE from where the rumor had come.

No trace of Indians could be found either in Pope or adjoining
counties. It was afterward thought that the rumor had been started
by a practical joker who had been under the influence of liquor.

However the fear soon subsided and the settlers returned to

their homes.

Pope County Tribune,July 12th,1828.




POPE COUNTY~Ferguson.

THEIR WEDDING DAY.

On a Sunday morning of long ago a young man on his way to

church stopped at a pioneerfs cabin. No doubt he was dressed as a
an
young man should be on such/ocassion. His shirt,though of coarse material

and home made ,was spotlessly clean. His jeans trousers was neatly
tucked in the tops of cow hide boots which showed signs of having re-
cently been polished with bear's grease. We can almost see him brush

an imaginary speck of dust from his new store hatght hat before lmocking
on the rough board door of the cabin.

His eyes 1it up with pride as the young lady in a blue denhem
drees opened the door. On her head was an old fashioned poke bonnet
which completely hid her flaxen braids which were neatly done up in
a pug which projected from the back. Her eyes 1lit up,too,for this
was their wedding day.

Together they walked out to the road where the young swain
had a most modern conveyance ,of that day,waiting. UTrue,it was only
a wagon across which a board was laid for a seat. The motive power
consisted of a very fine pair of oxen,who if allowed to exert themselves
might cover a distance of fifteen miles in a single day.

The young man assisted his bride to be to her place on the
rough board seat and climbed in beside her. A crack of the whip and
the twin cylinders proceeded at a snails pace along the ungraded
trail toward the church where the minister and the congregation

were waiting.

Sources Pope County Tribune July 5th,1928.




Pope County-Ferguson.

Since the ox is usally geared with only two speeds ,slow and

stop, i1t is not likely that the driver tried to speed them up. Perhaps

he was in no hurry anywaye.

But as they passed a spot with low marshy land something happened
which caused him to reslise that there are occassions when even an ox
can change his speedes

The accelerator which threw the motive power into high was
none other than a tribe of hungry musquitos ,or cattle flys,the
young man never was able to determine for a certainty which.

The speed with which the oxen left the spot so suprised him that
the lines which he had been holding rather carelessly slippdd from his
hands and went overboard.

He leaped to the ground to retrieve them.Meantime the rough
board seat was jolted from its position and the young lady found her
self bouncing in the bottom of the wagon.

The runaway was stopped as it neared the church.And the wedding
went off in the usual manner. But how the preacher and the congregation
must have smiled afterward as they thought of the young man who had
come coasting along like a bobsled on hés stomach and his bride bouncing

up and down in the wagone

Sources Pope County Tribune July 5th,1928.

Also my own imagination. The wedding was not mentioned in the article.
But people have to get married some time ,why not at the end of the
wild rides




Schoaols.

While the railroads came in for a large share of free

N 3 3 & =] £} shanl o war ot 1ol withon -k L Ma +har
landa in rope County the Schools were not left without supportv. 1o taem

belonged two sections in every township.This land t

at once or hold until pr

The permanent school fund for the state derived

the sale of land and leasing of mineral rights between 1862 and

cunted to mere than $B000,0000UU,
Pope county had twelve 1log s hool houses ,nine frame

and one bdrick school by 1874 with a total value of $9,215,00.However

about half the sum had been expended for build!

of this report.

The teachers were mostly young peomple some of them still

they received were very small, Both winter

-

and summer terms were taught averageing about three and a half

-
eacils

4

There were many learned people iAmong the ec

of Pope County but the low wages paid the

teachers for the newly Built schools, A first gr

&
¥

than a present eighth grade education

below that s ard there second and third grade ecirtif




Under the Homestead Act of 1862 five years residence
on a piece of land was required before the settler recelved a full
title to it. A soldier might deduct from this the length of time he had
served with the Army.Popé County reckeved its share of EXXXEENX ex
soldiers ,who longed to forget the din of battle and the misery of
military prisons. HEREXEFENE IR RMIIEX TGRS IFEENEX KA LR,

Around our quiet lakes and streams was peace and quistness.
The Prairie sod could be easily brgken; The woods afforded fuel and
logs for buildings.Wild grass could he had for-the cutting. And
and fish in plenty.
Such a contrast to the poor farms of Norway,from where
the settlers came before joining the Union Army. There every
of grass had to be carefully gathered and strung on racks to
There the poor were getting poorer and the land was erowded.
It was little wonder that many ef them took atvantage
he opportunity American Industrislist oifered to advance their

A

to America., Once here they soon learned that an honarable

digecharge from the Army intitled them to the privilidges of Citigen-

ship, And under the Homestead caet it intitled them alse to 160 acres
of land . They were welcomed ,too ,by the pecple who had previocusly
settled in Minnesota.For no matter what the hardships or trials of
pioneering might be these men were equal te the occasion,

Among them were men who had fought at Gettysburg,Appotomax,
and other great battles of the Civil War;gen whe had served in Livby
and Andersonvill prisons. A former coler bearer for General Sherman
on his famious march from Atlanta to the sea. These men had endured

1 a

had fought to preserve the natien and now they were here




to help expand =nd build a new nation greater
before known,
It is fertunate that these early
moulded in mill of hardships. Few people of te-day
with the rude log huts and dugouts they called their homes. Perhaps
we would not like the diet of molases,lard and flour that they had
to put up with for long weeks at a time,
St.Cloud ,thier nearest market was 65 miles a
and required several days for the ox cart freighters in summer or
the Ski freighters in winter to make the tr: ope's dream of
lake trangportation for grain never materialized,The roads he recommended
were slow in coming.CGrasshoppers in the early seventies destroyed the

Cropse

It is not strange that some of the settlers moved on

to other places.However others came to XEKEXXHBIFXEX replace them.

pulation about doubled
County government had developed
housed the
Pacific Ra L..ruau through Pope county.,
So anxioug were the people to get the railroazad built

theusand dollars)

any as a bonus to assist them in

They now had a rail

corner running through Glenwood and turning

(=]

11 4}

the Great Northern in the southwest with a




's later the linneapolis and Pacific entered the county.

y o B S, e 2 & o T X LM A g s e 2 e & :
Llgaways ,100,nad developed 1nvo siraignier

er the old windiz

Cchh were plalll

3

for farm

With an outlet
IThreshing machines replaced the

m o anl i oarn voanra Hams o o 5
01 earlleYy yeelXrs, Jux‘!c:S, v 0, were

improved.
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