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ot its story actuslly bogins before any river exigted,
\
1

on ocomn embaymomt, fathoms deop, flowed over what are now the city's strests,

Today, wndar a thin layer of glacial debris may still be found limestone and

clev shale eonvdiniar marine fossiless To the peolopist, these fosails dell o
y & | B

shrange story, & story agos old, of seas without shipes and lands without peoples

In time that prehistoric oeean retreated, and the glaclors weved

lovm ont the lend, Oradunlly there came to Le a if

and the lependary

iver Varpen, cutting across vhat is now Ilmnosotas Thon tho lnst glasier receded,

fyeeing the waters of thet mammoth inland sea, Lake Apagais, source of the Varrom,

-

Slowly, 83 ibts headwmtors fell, the Varren shrank away urtil there was lef% ouly

wnd, letey to be taken ovor by the Mimnecobta River,

[+

14 vae the M geippi thet made Ote Pauls On its broad streteh,

beuda on & cord, are strung the eventas of the clty's ot historye. I'rom

firet early oxploraticns to the olty's golden age, it

sntry wvos made for diseovery of this area, ite sett]

e rOs e

Since encient times there has baon a M

embracing strange lands end tracing to almost forpotiten mem,

love, o tap drewm by Martin Valdsesmuller before | 18300

river with a threestongued delte, sugprestive of the Miesissippd This wap vas

pied from an eerlier draw Cantino map of 1508,

CoulTor, rrolesaor of (e niversity of lMlmmesota,

>4




Iegend Tnto River Chapter I Page B

rom this it would seem probable that sow forgotten explorer was

first white man to view the rivery There, are, however, no recorded instances

i exploration wbil the voyages of D@ Pineds and Do Vacn,

The narrative of Alvaresz de Pi is pleturesoue but doubtfule

olaimed 4o have dscovored a fabulouvs piver which

w named the Rio del fhepirtu

antos He degeribed fantastic villagos on its shores, inhablided by pyemies and

iants wearing heavy ornamenbe 6f ocarven golds  The Spaniards were ranging the
rth Ameriean continent them in pursult of gold, but De Pineda for some reason

follow the lure.

ga de Vaca's tule is more veadily believeble. When the sure

sdition, sent out by the

jpanish Crowm in 1528,

Indian ocaptors at Apalachicola Pay, leadership foll to De Vaoca,

tives made thelir way alony the Gulf Coast in small bYoats they passed,

us, the meuth of a river go great that the men were able to haunl

2e
weter far out at sea,

@ Soto's expedition followed the wiver for some distancel dn 1548,

thont for slmost a century, the Wlssissippi was left wndisturbed in shadowy legend,

In the middle of the sevenbeonth eentury, with the French mevement

matward from the Ste leawrerce River, the theatre of oxploration shifted %o tie

amuel de Champlaing royal geographer of France, wms particularly

Interosted in extonding Imowledge eof the new land, ™ the sumer of 1684 Joen

icolet on a missien for Champlain,~wddled by cance into lLake Hehigan as far as
reen Dayes But with Champlain®®s death in the next year, offieial interest in

oxnloration &

:

‘ederal Vriter Frojec Oricans Giby Guide, Houshton FiCT1lin Co.,
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Forgotton coureurs de bols, or fur traders, howwer, continuwed to

penotrate farther and farther into the wmimown. They were drawn omward by the
requiremonts of their work rather thas a desire to explores Sinee thelir travels

vere mrocorded, it 18 impossible to estimate how far westward they traveled,

They 41d oomd neay enough to the Mississippl Yo hear tales of 4 great mysteriouvs
3

%
rivery and these stories they drought back to Honreal along with thelr furs,

Of these traders, Medard Chovart and Pierre 4'sprit, better mowm
ae Grogelilliers and Nadigson, are erodited with having reached iimnesota in 1660,
It saoms probable; from their reference to a "nmation of yo besfe,® or buffale,
tf;g{: they met members of the Sioux tribe whose domain was Minmesoba and the lmds
st

As & vepult of these reports, curiosity grew conceraing the river

which the native tribes onlled !echassipl or Miclssipl, In 1685 Jean Daptiste

Talon errived in Ouebee as the newly appeinted intendant of New France and became
interested in the legendary etream, Ie wanted to sponsor intensive expleoration

but was wable to make a start withovt the ecngent of the governeregmoral, Vhen
Louis de Puade, combte de Frontemae, succeeded ns povernorepimerdl im 1671, Talen
interested hiam in the rroject, Frortenac comoligsioned Louls Jellies, a woll educabed

for trader, and Jaocques Tarcuette, a Jegult priest, to undertake an exploring

expedition,

n May 17, 1678, afber a month of diffieuld but vneventful travel,

the twe explorers, accempanied by a group of veyapeurs, padiled from the Wisoonsi

T Folwell, ¥Williem W,, History of lMimnesota, Minmesotn Historloal Society, St,
Pﬁul' 19229 VOIQ 1., PPe cmiy
4.-.. I“"-ik-.!o‘ Pe 10‘
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‘Rver out inbo the great streams At onoe they kmew 1% %o be the river they sought.

Joliet reported the digeovery to Froptenne, whe declded to enecourage
French oxpleration and trade in this region so obvisugly ebounding in matural wealth,

Ouvebee and Yontreal merchants orranised and outfitted &n expedition to trade with

the Siovx, This party, under Daniel dreysolon, siour du Luth, is sormetimes oredited

with having reached 'innesota in 1679,

The noxt year Michmel Accault; Antoine Augualle, and Louis Yemmepin,
a Franoisean father of the ecellect Order, wore directed by Robert Cavelier, siour
de 1a Balle, to asoend and explore the Mississippl from his newly established fort
on the Tilinols River, Om the SOth day of April, Hemnepin end his twe companicns,

5
in eompany with 120 Sioux warriors, reached the approximate site of S5t Thui.

Az nearly as camn be determined from Hemnepin's deseription, the
group landed on the eastern sidd of the 5%, Faul site at a little cave et the mouth
of Trout Brook, near a large bluff, lster to be salled Dayton's "1\1250

The site of Sty Paul at that time probably bore some resemblance
to the following early dege Mptiong ® 4 & & & terraced platean of oak openings

rinred with a chain of tree orowmed hills in the year, and terminating on the
rivey in & steep mural frind of whibte sandatone altemmating with nmarrow fringes of
wooded bobbom ¢ « o« three brooks leaped in caseades dovm rocky and winding ravines
¢« & « this was the favorite pasture of the deer 4 & « thore was a broad lake

fﬁ#-!»] reedy banks. From the bold oscarpment of sandsbone, gleaming white, which

Be TOIWeIl, Ullliam s, HLOGOFY OF NImmosota, VOls 1, PPs 10=RUs
B iomeer & Dempernt Woolly, “ts Taul, April 28, 1808,
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terminated the upper platesu upom the river's bLrink « it dorived its Indian
Te
name of Ineniejaesla, or YWhite Roak,'®

Pierre Charles 1o Sweur lod the seccnd expedition of white men %o
the future sites ¢f 5%, Faul end Fort Snelling, With ninoteen men, he ageended
the Miselssippl from Louisiena, reaching the mouth of the Mimmesota River om the

loptember, 1703:

French tradors pushed deoeper into the region, and Montreal buszed
with word of its richess  On May 8, 1768, Nicholas Ferrot in the service of the
French Govermment doclared thats " & . & o W0 did trangport ourselves to the
Coumtry of the Nadousgioux ﬂi.r-ux] % ‘s @« %o take possession for and in the
naw of the gs of the countricn end rivers inhabited by said Tribes and of
which they are the prop‘ietog;."

This was 1ittle more thanm & pretenticus boast, The French grasp
on the berritory, including the future Ninnesota, waa in reality so wealk that it
ocould withatand no determined ehallenge, The wandering trader and voyvageur, desplte
friendly relations with the Indian dribes, made no attempt at celonizations As
the Spanish found their golden emplire an empty and fleeting illusion, se did the

French lose the land by pursuing the easler wealth of furs and hides,

The Britigh were next to interest thomselves in the Nortlwost, In
1766 Captain Jonathan Carver, of Camterbury, Comeeoticut, seouwred from his military

guperior; "ajor Rebort Ropers of the British Army, a pormdt to meke "discoveries

and surveys of ye interior parts of Worth America,” Carver left Mackinac in early

Ve LLONGOP & DOMOOTAt NGOLLY, OUs FRUL, ADFIl B0, 1000s
B¢ "OIVEIIQ Wiiliem A I G‘Ofo ﬁn egota, Vﬂl. 1, ps 40,
s Thide, pe 385
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September and, reaching the Masissippl, ascended it to the Falls of Bts Anthony.
Jie mede A voyage up the Mimmesota River snd, in April of the next year, returned
to 8%, Faul with a party of Sioux, In Yay of 1767 he Iwld couneil with them atb
@ largo cave which yet bears Carver's name, - He returnod to New England in 17604
Fis 4ourney was to have boen only pert of e more ambitious scheme of exploretionm,
as ho hoped later to meke his wey across tho Nocky Nountaing to the sea, The
outhreak of the Rovolution, however, prevented any suech nttmti?‘

Carver's name hag booome best kmown through ite attachment with
the soegnlled Carver grant, a treoaty purportedly negotiated with the Sioux giviag
the whites title to & larpe area of land, Therg is doubt that Carver mnde any
such claim, bub it wms appended to his narretive by & Dre lettsom, vho edited
the volume, The discredit fyom this epparently frandulent olgim served o overe
shadow Carverts actusal c.r:‘::irmmrrb:];.

But whabevey the worth of Carverta claims as an explorer, he wap
the first to visualize the real fuiure of thig nmow land, Standing st the hmetion
of the Mimmesota and Masissippl rivwers, hs wrobes " ¢ & o afbor it has risen
from 168 present uncultivated state & » '« thore is ne doubd that o « o mighty

124
Kingdoms will smorge from those wildernesses ¢ + + "

Folwoll, William We, A History of Mimmesota, vels 1, ps 55
tuaife, Mlo M., "Jonathen Carver and Ghe carver Orent,” dssissippd Valley

Historical Review, wols 7; nbs 1, June 1520, pe 1l
Tedio Opoech, Tuld Reserve Towm," WCCO, Uovember 24, 1983, MNother Antomis,
Progident Collope of 5te Catherine, Ste Yauls
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By the beginning of the ninetesnth century the Americen nation,
turning westward, had bopm to gesk the riches of the uninmown lenda within itse
hovdorses Mem had gono far, but 4ha land went farthery With the Towisiana Furchase
in 1803 exploration of the nowlywacquired area bocame a necessity, Thomas Jefforson
outlined & plan, laber approved by Comgress, for the eponsorship of twe western
expeditions, lowis and Clark wore sent into the Mssourli River cowntry, and a
young officer, Licubenant Zebulon Nontgomery Plike, was despatehed up the IMssinsippi
vwith & oompany of twenty mem, This was the first Americmn exploration of either

gbtronme

Pike 1of% Ote Louis In August 1808 with ingtr.otions te "sbtain
permission from the Indisns who claim the grond to erect nilitary posts and
srading hevseg at the Mouth of the river 5%, Porre 4" as the “fnnagota River

15,

wag then Trnown,

With Miwis arrival ot the confluence of the Mimesota mnd Migsiasippl
Rivers on Soptember 21, 1808, tho history of the conquest of linmegota beginas The
group put ashore on & small 1alesdmow named in the young officerta honor, and for

the first timo raised the Awerican flag in this wilderness,

The 1and at the Jeining of the rivers particularly appealed to
rikets military jundgoment s & site adapted %o fortifications A high whibe gliff
sormanded the surrou-ding country and dominated the two rivers, Fe lmmediately
proceeded to secure this position as one possible gite for a permament povermmpnt

oubposty At high moom en the 23rd of S¢ptember, vnder a canopy of sails, he

addressed the Sioux amd their chieftaiva, la Fetit Corbean, Vay-Aps Fnagee, ‘and

10s Tolwoll, Niliiam Nep A Sotory of Ninnesots, Vol 1, Pe
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Tehamie, or Rising Moon., He told them that the United States, having acquired
the territory by purchase, wished to establish a militery outpost to increase

and regulate trade, He then distributed "tobacco and some other trifling things,”
ineluding Miquor to clear their thronig:"

Pike's torms for a treaty were readily accepted, but it was with
gomeé difficulty that the chiefs could be persuaded to sign the documents They
felt that this request for a signature was a reflection upon their integrity.

The Sioux consented, however, whem it was explained that the whites wished to

have the agreement in writing® . + o in order to have 1t handed to our children,"
treaty was signed and witnessed which granted the United States "full sovereigmty

and power , o+ o forever o . " over an area nine miles square at the mouth

of the 3%, Croix River, a similar square at the Falls of Bt. Anthony, and a strip

of land nine miles wide om both sides of the Mississippi from the mouth of the

Minnesota to the falls. Pike then distributed several humdred dollars' worth

of merohandise and sixby gellons of whisky, He estimated the size and cost of

the prant as " . + « 100,000 acres for a songs" A more precise estimate was

given by the Senate committee Lo which the treaby was reforﬁigg LA SHUL

165,520 acres at & cost of little more than a penmy an acre,."

Deeply impressed by the land he had seen, Pike determined to go
farther, Uxcept for some additions to geographic lkmowledge, however, the rest
of hig exploratious accoiplished 1ittle and were accompanied by disaster. Men
end supplies were plagued by treacherous ice and terrible oold, TFire in .camp
destroyed a badly needed temt., And while he managed to shoot dewn 'Ehe British
flag above the lLeech Lake post of the Northwest Company, his action did not impress

the British traders nor discourage their activities,

Y. Welll, roward Us, NLavory of lenoop.in COunmty, Doron tar Puoilshing Cod,
Mianeapolig, 1881, pe 7§' ;

163 FO].WEI].’ William wo, A History Of Minnﬂvﬂo‘ta’ vols 1.. PPe 95, 94.

P ]
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Bub with ite mejor object achieved, the expedition was hailed
as successful when it returned to Bt, Louls the following Aprils The walidity

of the treaty with the Sloux was doubtful, bBubk it was mich too valuahle 4o be

irmoreds Three yeoars later, on '-,pril 165 1908, Pike's treaty wes ratified Ly

by the mited Otates Senate, with a provision for further payment to the Sioux
1Ge
of two Shousand dollarsg worth of geoda,

The fOritish Union Jack sontinued %o fly over the scattered posta
of the Vorthwost Company following Pilke's visgitey The future territery of Mnnesota
romained, for all practioal purposes, English, as did wost of the importamt fure
yvielding country of the Northwest.: The tribea of the region were incited secretly
spaingt the United States, Ticolas Jarrot, in 1008, reported that the Aritish
wore supplying the Indiens with guns so that Americans might be terrorised and
driven oub, British twaders urged the Indiang o take up arms end, in some cases,
painted end drossed as soveges and actually led hostile expeditions againet Ameriean
mﬂ:ms‘b:z’

Befove preparationg could be made to establish a post at the site
gelected by Pilw, action had to be postponed becouse of the pelitical strife thab
prew ovt of the Frenoh Revolutions In 1812, partially as & result of Nritish
intrirue among the Tndicuns, Americn was foreed to deeclare war on Great ™ ribtain.

This action agaln deferred extonsion of the wegtern fruntier,

In 1818 Congress probibited the pranting ~f traders'! licenses

to any but Americen eitizenss This order was relaxed in 1818 to allow Amoriean

18 1510, pe 04
17, UHeill, Sdward Dy, A History of Hemnepin County, ppe 80«81,
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traders to emply such "foreign boatmen end interpretors™ as they might need,
Although this wodification seemed necescery, it was generally fesred thet “great
abuges” might follew 4f wnsorupulcus men found it possible to oirounvent the law
and employ "foreigners hostile to ocur combry.” "Foreigners who are odious %o
ouy cidigens om account of their activity and eruelty in the late war® were not
to be ednitted in any oapncityta. Such action wae dowigned to oxclude the Britigh
from American trede, John Jacod Astor had Been instrumental in securing passage
of the bill, and, following i%s approval by the pregldent, revived the American
Tur Company o talke full advantape of the ai.tmtiig:

This exclusion of the Dritish and the virtual meonepoly of the

imorican Pur Company was to play a decigive part in the early development of

the Morthwost,

Neasures now had to be taken to enforeo this new law, In 1817,
Vajor Stephem long was instructed to examine and survey the land covered by Pike's
troaty and retum a recommindation %o the Var Department for putting it to use,
Ho asoended the river from b, louvis in a sizecered aiiff, secompanied by &
I're Tompobead, seven soldiers, and an Interpreter named Roque, Two grandsons
of Jonathen Carver traveled with the expedition in a birch bark cance, On the
16th of July they passed an Indisn village about two miles below the present
gite of 5t, Pauly Tere, Long saw wooden huts "of a better appearance than any

Indisn dwellings I have before mot with,™ bHullt in the form of & stockades

10 1, Ue Calhcin, Decrotary of War, To Covernor 10wiS Cass, ecr-it, March 25,

- e
918, Taliaforro m%rs, Box B, Mes, Dive Minne Hiss 300.
194 Tube, Crace L., pors of the Merican Pur Company, A Brief Tetimate

of Their Sipmificance, Amorican Historical Review, vol, 38, Arril 1987,
De 621,
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Thad evening they arrived at the Falls of 84 Anthony and éncarpoed within
view of a soeme which long deseribed as, "the moat interesting and magnificent
of any I have ever before witnessig:"

Like Pike, he was impregsed by the great vluff et the convergence
of the riverss His veport sugpested that “a militery work of considerable magnie
tude mirht be congtructed on the point, and might be rendered sufficiently secure
by oooupying the eommanding beight in the rear in & sultable vanner as the latter
would gcentwrol not only the polut, bub all the neighboriag heishts, teo the full
oxbent of a twelve pounder's ranges The work en ¢he point would be nocessary
te control the navipation of the two rivcii:'

it about the sawe Hime, Britisgh traders renewed thelr activity
in ¢he regions Yeawhile, Thomas Douglas, Barl of Selkirk, had founded a colomy
in Vewltoba in 1012, In 1818 about three hundred mixvdetlcods and Prench Cenadiens
16£¢ Solkivk's colony et %, Bonifece and located at {embigzz Americans beoane
susploious of the true purpcses of the solomys Selkirk vieited it in 1817 and
traveled through the United States, dowm the innescta and the Masissippl %o
Ste loulgs 0Oo great was the gencral distruﬁt of all Britons that the Indian
apent &t Prairie du Chien wrote an alarmed letter to his superiors "le Zrﬁolkiﬂggf
is plotting with his friend; Dickson, our destruction « charpening the sevage
soalping imife, and colonizing a tvact of cowmtry, so remote as that of the Red
Myer, for the purpose, no doubt, of momopolising the fur end peltry trade of

28.
Hhis viver ¢ & .“

ory o i Oiltﬂ:f{. ppt H‘G. m

| . P W} LT

id, pps 85, B0s

28, Dehaoffor, Neve Fe Js, History of the Dicoese of 5t, Taul, Acta ot Dieta,
Caths Niagtorical Sooiety, July 1915, pe 43,

28, TNelll, By Dy, History of Hemnepin Coumby, pe 89,
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No fears need have been entertained regarding Selkirk, His
work of colenization wag much digliked by the Dritish traders and their Northwest
Companys But the apprehension of the Amoricans, however growmdless, 4id serve
o spoed nction by the governmont for the protection of Yankee trade, Confirming
the jndpment of Lisutenant Pilke and 'ajor Long, the army considered the area at
the mouth of the Minnesota as the strategie spot for a fort, On February 10,
1819, Yajor General Macord issued an order for the establishment of a military
post at the Junotion of the Manesote and the Mgeissippis ™n April 18 a
supplementary order was issueds “rhe season having now arrived when the lakes
may be navigated with safety « s« « Colimel Leavemworth will, without delay,
prepare his regimont to move to the post on the Misslssippl ¢+ « o The Colenel
will make reguisition for such stores, anmmition, tecls mnd implements as may
be required . .24:"

Wmjor Thomas Porsyth, who had been assigned to pay the Sioux
the additional goods due them, arrived in Prairie du Chien on July 5 and joined
Colonel Yeavenworthe DBarly on the bright Sunday morning of August 8, the oxe
pedition set oubs With the Colonel's barge, fourteen batteaux, twe Maockinaw
boats with stores and provisions, and Forsyth's lwelboat, they headed for the
gite selected Ly Major Longs

Forsyth arrived at the mouth of the Mimnesotn on August 24 and,
a day later, leavenworth lo ded with his {-.roop:?. The party as a whole oconsisted

of a humdred of'ficers and men, Colonel leavenwurth, Captain Geéorge Goo'ing and

u!z. E’Jid., Ta EO. o
28« Torsyth, Vajor Thomas, Fort 5Smlling, Colonel lLeavenworth's Expedition
Yo Yptablish 1t in 1810, imogota Historieal Collechions, vols 5, ppe 140154,
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another officer brought their wives, the firgt white women in Minnesota,

Leavenworth deecided that the Fort should be placed on the
right bank of the Minnesota, just above the iwer's mouth, near the future
site of Mendota, The men were immediately set to clearing the land of brush
end timber, A short road was built dowm to the rivsz: Log cabins and a rude

gstockade were erected, In a burst of frontier optimism, the camp was then

christened Cantomment New Hope.

When the bitter winter setiled down upon the camp, optimism
end hope died, however, The ice=locked river kept supplies down strean and
those on hand were searce and of poor quality. There were no vegetables and
the flour became mouldy., An epidemie of sourvy which brought death teo every
erowded cabin was believed a result of the barreled pork, from which the brine

had been drawn to facilitate its delivery.za’

Philander Prescott, who arrived during the winter with supplies,
was greeted with great rejoicings " . & + They had been out of Oreceries for
8 Yonth or More and the Sourvy hed got emonget the troops and there had allready
died about fifty men before I got there and Several died after I arrived, Their
Rations was nothing but Rusty Pork and Breed. Scme of them would go to bed
apparéntly well at Night and be found dead in the NMorming Others would live a
Week, some 2 or three days, and so on , .+ .« the commanding officer Cols Leavene

worth sent a party of Seldiers over to the St, Croix end they found Some Spruce

26, Upham, Warven, The Women end Children of Forb Ste Anthony, Later Named Fort
Snelling, Mezasine of History, vol. 21, July 1915, pp. 25«27,
27. Holt, Johm R,, Historic Fort Snelling, 8%, Paul, 1938, p. 8.

28s  Polwell, Williem W, A History of Minnesote, wol. 1, p. 137 and Baker, General
James, Address ab Pert 5 Celobration of the Centennial Amniversary
of the Treaty of Pike with the Jloux, Mnvesota Historical Collectioms, vol, 12,
f.i- 8390




8T, PAUL, THE CITY Isgond Into River Chapter 7 Pape 14

by Dre B4 Purcolls direotion the Doetor ordered a toa to be lndo of the
Spruoce and had 1t well swectened and Made them use Vinegar freely and Some
Spirits and the Sourvy Soon left them bik about Seventy Mem foll Vietim %o

29,
the Algenge before its progross was baffled ¢ o+ "

The horrible experionces of that winter made the soldiers dise

contented and convinced Leavermorth that the site he had chosen wag beth une
healthy and wnluelkys Tn May, the river, freed of ice, rege and throatened te
immdete the plagued comwmmitys A move wme then made to a temporary position
on the other side of the river, about a wile from the place where the fort now
standss Decauge of an loy spring Libbling nearby which furnished water for
the parrigon, it woe named Camp Cold Uabters As the site upon whish to erect
the permement fort, which he proposed to eall FPort St, Anthony, leavenyorth
choso a place on the first rige, about 300 yards west of the present for:?’

But not & stone was set on the pormanent work during lsavenworth's comsind,

Due to the difficulty in transporting edequate supplies to the
new outpost, OGemeral Gibsovn instructed the fort Comilssary to investigate the
possibility of ralsing wheat, In the spring the soldiers planted about ninety
aores of rich prairies and botton land, Whon the group led by Gevernor Lewis
Cass of Wchigan and Henry Schooloraf$, reached the fort, they were given green
corn, pead; beana, cusumbors, bootd, radighes and lottuce fyrom the post garden,

0. Traseott, IDLlandor, THOMINLCOON0CE," DPs Ols PTOSCOGE | hilander) Mapers,
iinnosota Higtorieal Soclety, Manusoript Division, (The mumber of vietinms
is a mbtter of some digcpute, Nrs, Ven Cleve, Three 3Jcore Years and Ten
Pe 19, givea the definite nwber forty while T estimatos range Ho
higher and lower,)

Dyorlloy, Sdward A, O1d Covernment 11111s at the Falls of St Anthony,
Minnegota Higtorieal Colleections, vol, 10, Part 2, ps 887,
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heat was alweady ripe, and there was a good stand of Indian corn and potatoes,
This first exporiment in the cultivation of Mimnesota lmnd raiged enthusiestic
hopes amenz membors of the gerrison, Farming cperations by the military inereased
51,
steadily over a upan of yoars,
Rxoopt for the visit of Cags the only contact with the ontside

world wng furnished by the arrival of an exploring party I rom the Yellowstone

oxpedition, This group traveled across the yet unocharted wilderness from Camp

igaouri, near the pregent site of Omaba with the object of lceating an overlmd
2 p o -

rorko to }‘gﬁ ,.r;t. P\!’tlww.

Since the major ohject of the fort's establishnment was the proe
tection of the American fur trade and stremgthening of friendly relations with
the Siovxy the post also vms made an Tndian agemeys When Major Porsyth accompaniod

Ieavenworth, his position was that of temporary Indian agent.

The new agency vas a most important one, and President Honroe
placed a highly egteemed person frisnd, Lieutenant Lawrence Tallaferro of

Virginia, in charge,

This strong willed young wan had well defined aims in his work
among the Indiang, He wanbed to prevent hostilities between the Siouxn and the
Chippews and 40 eatablish the savages in self mustelning agricultural coleniles,
Tntolerant of anything which might hinder him, he commmnded, howewver, the respect

>

of his companicngs

FoLwe Tilliem Ve, HiStOFY of linnesote, Vol, 1, De 109, md: Charlotte
Cs V&"‘l Flov\o, Thaoe S6o7e Tears and Teu Yples 1888, pe 36, Jy Fletehor
i1'%oms in his goction of Nelll's Laistory of Hennepin Counby, sets the

date an 15325. This 18 not supported by xv'liaTe SOUreO8 ¢
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TLeaverworth, whogse appolwtmont as commandont wag temporery,
gooms to have boon lax and thourhtless in his relations with the Tudianse A
elash immediately developed botwoen him and Taliaferros The apgent's fiyret
move wvas Yo direet a letter ¢o the elder officer, calculated to establish hisg
eomplete authority on matters eoméorning the tribes of the regions Tallaferro
asked that all medals = thon an Important factor in dealing with the Indiang =
be turned over to him, o folt that lLesvenworth'sy actionmsg wore not condueive

m.

of making the Tndians "respeet either the agent or his Covermment,"

The apent also feared thet leaverworth's gifts of whiskey to
the Indians would cause trouble, His fears were soon realiszed, Chief Yahcossanu
or White Puszand, was stabbed by another Indian, Taliaferro pointed oub that

“this was doubtless caugsed by an enxiety to obtain the ehief's whiskoy, I beg,

therefore, that no vhiskey whatever be given to any Indian, wnlecs 1t be through
3%
thelir proper agent,

Ie Taliaforro te Cols lonry Leavenwprth, Camp St Petor, July 850, 1020,
Tallaferro Fapers, MMmmesota Historical Soclety, Mess, Division, (From

& statememt In this letbter 1% appears that lesvomworth hed alweady deen
notified of his removal,)

Babooolk, Willoughby s Jre, “ajor Lawrence Tallaferro, isse Valle;
Higtorioal Review, vole 2, no, 3, Nec, 192&, Pe 5643 el Be Dag
ffr-e'-urmncoﬁn and Aroumd Fort Snelling, iMnnesota T'm*'nrioql E‘M'l“e'“ ons,
W’. 2. Pe 230
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The morale of the pest, which had guffered in the latter days
of leaverworth?s regime, returned whem Colonel Josiah Snelling tool over in
1520, The now commandant, a vetoran of the Wer of 1612, was a strongewilled
eoliier wvhose personal energy and enforcoment of diseipline soom brought order
snd hope to the ocubposts He 4id met approve of the site which had beon chogen
and decidod to erect the fort at its present looation, at the high peint of
the bluff overlooking both rivers, Congtruction was begun on September 10,

e
1820,

Tith the doparture of the lesavenworth femily, there remained

four women in tho ocampe The wives of [leutenant Clark and Captain Gooding stayed

oniy  Colomel Smelling brought his wife, Abigail, and his ehildren with him, A

-

ghort time before Snelling's arriwl, Captain Gooding's daughtor, Ameslia, had
been married to Lisutenant Flatt Ropgers Greem,; Adjutant of the Fifth Repgiment,
36,
This vas the first white marriage in Mmesota, later g doughter vag born o
the Snellings in their new homes EUlisabeth Tnelling was the firet white child
30
born in Winnesota,
felations botween Taliafeorro and the new commandant were on @

friendly basis from the begimmings One of Snelling's first official acts waa

the formulation of & document, which he and all other offigers of the fort sigmed,

laker, Gemeral James ., Address at Fort Snelliug, iimn,, Historieal Col,
voly 12, pe 204,
Uphan, Varren, The Women and Children of Fort 9t, Anthony, The Imzasine
of vole 21, July 1915, vpe 27«28 (Upham says ¢that $here wore
only theee women after the arrival of the Snelling fanily, In neming them
he irnoros Yrs, Amelia OGreen, e mentions ¥ra, dreen and heyr serriesge on
Ps 27 and glves mo oxplanation &g to why he does nol Include hey among the
wemen at the Forts)

o0s Josiah Snelling to L Taliaferro, Wove 10, 1820, Taliaforre Popers, las,
Mvision, NMinnesota Historical Soolety,
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giving "entire approwal of his [ralinfem':] eonduct & « « 68 & publie

agent in this quarter,” Snelling in turn felt respoct and liking for ¢the

youmge p«mg':' flo shared Taliaferro's reseniment of the fact that obther agents,
"vho can Imow nothing of ocur Indien releations here," could yet grant lioconses
for trading eamong the tribes supvosedly under the supervision of Fert St,
.&.rs‘!:kon;?.

Protection of trade and mainbenanee of poace among the Indisns
were among the {irst problems which the military and the Indian agent faced,
During the summer of 1620, a party of Slaseton Sioux killed twe traders on the
Dakote prairies, The Sissetons were informed that thelyr supplies would be

stopped unless those responsible. for tle orime were delivered to Fort 5t, Anthony

for pumisimont, Pending thils action two hostages were held,

In Noveuber, due to the nepligonce of their guard, the hostapes
escaped, Snelling again sent word ¢o the Sissetons, threabening their supplies,
but 1t was found that an apent had alwady fumighed their neods and that “they
treated the massonger with insolence," Simultancously hostilities flared forth
betweon the ancient enemies, the Sioux and Chippews, despite the fact that a

three=year truce had been made between the two Lridves,

De 52.
88, Josiah Snelling to orro, r 10, 1620, Teliaforre rapevs,

NMase Division, Monesota IIistoriecal sSccloty,.
59. I?aid.
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With "1ittle hope of suceess,” Colin Campbell was sent te
demand the surrender of the murderers, The Sissetens evidently recongidered,
for Campbell returned with one of the savages, andl an old ehief, who offered
nimself as & sacrifice in place of his som, Snelling recorded the sceme as
follows

frhese umfortunate wretches were delivered up last evening with
a great deal of eoremony, & I assure you with affecting solemmity, The guards
boing first put under arms, they fermed a procetsion in the read beyond the bake
house; in front marched a Sussiteng ['Siaaatonj bearing a British flag, next
csme the murderer & the devoted chief, their ams pinioned & large splinters of
wood thrust through them sbove the elbow, intended, as I understood,; to show

us that they did not fear pain & wore not afraid %o die, The nurderer wore a

large Dritish medal suspended to his neck, & both prisoners bore offerings of

gking d¢, in their honds, Last ceme the chiefs of the Sussitomgs, in this order
thoy moved, the priscners singing theiyr death song & the Sugsitongs joining inr
the shorus until they arrived in front of the guard house where a Pire o« 9. »
wag prepareds the Dritish flag was burnt, snd the wmedal worn by the murderer,
piven ups The blackemiths then stepped foywerd & ironed him & he was conducted
to the muard house, Then the old ehief offered his wrists to be ironed I told
him that it was not our custom to punish the innceent for the guiliy » .40:“

The Tndisn was later sent to St Louis for trial.

gnelling poured most of his ewergy into the task of building the
Fork, H6 offered the soldiers an edditional fifteen cembs per day and drove them

herd, Materinls for the work were formd cloge at hand. Trenton linestone was

0, Josieh Snelling to Le Taliaferro, November 15, 1820, Tallaferro Tapers,
Mas, Division, Minnesota Historieal Society.
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hown out of the Mselssippi bluffs in the first quarrying operations by the
4.
whites id Mwnosotn, It was Soon apparent, however, that sufficient lumber

econld nmot be cut oub with vhipsew and broadeaxe,

This deficiency, 1t wms decided, would be remedied by bullding
a small sawmill at 04, Anthony Palis. During the winter of 1821, a party of
soldiors wore somt up the Num River to cub tisder, The logs came dowm with
the epring thew but, as the mill had wot yot been completed, it was necessary
b0 out them by whipsews and tote by teanm to the sceme of 'ous.lding.' Dogpite

Snelling's offorts the comstruction work was slow in progressing, During the

fellowing winter, the emtire garrigon was foroed to move back across the river

&0 the old log houges of New liopes Nome of the post duildings esuld he ocoupled
43,
midl the next yeay, consequently they were not completed umtil some yoars later,

AL b, Tarron, Tistory of Wning M1 GUAFFyIng in Mnnesove, Tinnesota
nistorical Colloctions, vole B, pe 288,
42, Trosley, Cdwmrd A, 01d Covernment Mills at the Falls of 5%, Anthony,
Mnnogota Ilistorieal Collections, vols 10, Part 2, ppe G50=038,
/an Cleve, Charlo vs Jhree soore Yesrs and Tem, Mpla, 1880, pe 32
There ig considerable disagreensnt as vo the aotual date upon which troops
Pirst ocoupied the fort, MNeill Minnesota Ilistorical Collections, vole 2,
ps 107, says 1t was during the y vatse Folwell
sives this date om Neill's authority and substantiates it by Prescoti's
statement, Winvescta Historical Collections, vol, G, pe 479, that "before
the auvtum o y ! ad been pot inte quarters; and
considerable work had been d corts quartors,” Progoott's
stabement would net preclude the possibllity that lrs, Van Cleve is correct.
Allowmncos must of course be made for the fact that piloneer reminiscences
are notoriously inscournte in rogard to dates but Neill based much of his
work on these reminisconces, Noill is not entirely consisteont, In his
(pe 98) he gives the 1821 date and does not
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The fort, as finally finished by Snelling, had a row of barracks
of howm pine and othor buildings and dwllings of stone, all enclosed by a high
stone well, At one end was the ponderous, eastellated Round Tewer of solid native
gstone, with twenty narrow slits %o allow firing in any direction, The fort was
enpable of resisting successfully eny attack. Snelling was fully justified in
his pride and lntisfaotitm.‘

Undor the pretection of the fort, a séttloment begen to pgrow on
the other side of the river, Jesm Daptiste Faribauld returmed to Pike's Island
after Leavemorth lad promised him pmtootio:f. Hie plowed a mmnll plot of lamd,
ferming an an adjumet to his tyading activities and lived on the igland for
severnl years, Then flood destroyed his preperty foreing hinm 4o move %o the
east bank of the rivo?’?.

Vhen Alexis Dailly, the representetive of the Amprican Pur Company,

returnéd fyrom a trip to the Red River coumtry in 1821, he breught five Swise

fanilios with him, Thegse were the firet of the may refugecs from the 11lfated

Selidrk settlement, According to Darbara Ann Shadecker, a daughter of one of

these families, they received ccnsiderate treatment from the officers of Fort

.

8%y Mothony,

44s  Tarly Days at Fort Smelling, linassota History Collections, vole 1, pe 429,

&5, GStephen Jowotd, "After Dighty=lour TOAYS," DDs 4=b, mass Iin possession of
WHmmesota Historioal Seciety, Vpds Divisiens Sibley, Hs He, Memelr of J. De
Faribault," JHmesota Elstorical Collections, vols 3, ppe 171-176, (Most
ascomty of Taribaultls 117e do not Azroe on details. Upham !Mmmosota
foopraphic Names, pe 108, sives the date of his going wp the Tinnesote River
Tor trading ag Iﬁos. The omet date upen whish Faribault moved %o Prairie du
Chien 18 algo in doubt, The date on which he camo to Pllw's Island 1s in
ddspute,
8ibley, He Hey Memolr of J, B, Faribeuls, Vimesota Historieal Collestions,
vole 3. De 1?7.
Upham, Warren, The Tomem and Children of Fort St, Anthony, Magacine of Histery,
vele 21, July 1018, vps 5334, :
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These were the first settlers in Mimmesota to devote themselves
to agriculture as an occupation. Thirteen more families came from the Selkirk
colony but most of these centinued southward in search of a warmer climat:?.

After the garrison was moved into the mew quarters, a school
was established. A building near the main entrance, which served as offices
for the commandant, paymaster, quartermaster and éomﬂiaaary, gerved as a schoolw
houses John Marsh was employed as tutor at en annual salary of §75y an income
which he supplemented by ocarrying the mails between the fort and Prairie du
Chien at §40 per amnum. If Marsh's work was made difficult by the small salary
and inadequate school room these were petty snnoyances compared to the bedlam
caugsed by the varied ages of his pupils, The clags wes composed of Henry,
Josish Jr,, Mary and Williem Joseph Snellingj Charloite and Maleom Clarkj John
end Andrew Tully, and James Hamilton, The youngegt student, Charlotte Clark,
was only four years of age, while the eldest, Wiliiam Joseph Snelling, was

about twenty and had probably seen more of 1life ﬁ&an his teacher,

Marsh stood the job for two year§; After his departure the

task of instructing the children fell upon the pfficerst wives, The ladies

f

themselves studied French under the tutelage q& a former officer in the service

of a former officer in the service of Napoleod Bonapartg?’

f

I8, Williams, Je letcher, Neminiscences of Wrse Ann Adams, Winnesota Historical
Collections, vol. 65 pe 54

49, Tyman, George D., Jolm Marsh, A Pionger of Six Borders, New York, Charles
Seribnerts Sons, 1580, (lLyman confuses william Joseph Snelling with Josiah
Jr., and speaks only of a "Joe," Tiere were two "Joe" smellings,)

50s Ven Cleve, Charlotte 04, Three chﬁé Yearg and Ten, pe 43,
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Tntil this time only cances and lwelbosts had passed through
the waters of the upper Masiseippis Tt was widely bdelieved that the river
was not navigable above 5t louls, Vhem, in 1828, the owere of the steans
boat, Virginia, declided to send the ship from 8%, Louis to Fort 6%, Anthony
there wag “"great speculation as Yo whether it would svoy zvemm." Suprlies,
which the rovernment wished to send repularly to the fort, promised suf'ficienmt
revenue for shippers hmmvesi:

Greoted with booming eammon, the Virginia reached its destinabion
to moet a garrison settlemnt overjoyed, The establishment of this connootion
with the ouvbeide world meant the end of meny hardships. Amased by this “monater
of the wators” the Indians fled in Serrors The arriwval of the first sbemiboot
marked the beginning of a new eya, It nrovided an oasior outlet for trade and

gradually effeoed the netural restriotions teo immigration,

During July, "Yajor Stephen long reached the fort with an exe
podition which proposed to explore the Red River coumtry. On a trip east,
¥ojor Taliaferre had met a dashing Tealisn exile, Ciacomo Beltrami, The young
Ttalien, for whom Beltrmed County was named, had becone greatly interested in
the nortimeet and accompanied the Indien agemt back to Fort 9t inthony on the
Virginias Deltranl now seoured permission to -mac:mg;nay Long o Pembina, For
the journeoy, Taliaferro presented him with provisions and a "noble steed, Cadmug,"
But Neltrumi wes temperamental and did net it well into the army expedition. 1o
returned to the Fort September 15, with some Indians and minus Cadmuss Laber

B3,
he wrote peveral books Jesoribing his adventuryes in Horth Americe.

BT, Tolersen, Williem Js, SUeMMbOGLIAE on Tho Jiissiesipoi, 1he later Way to Iowa,
Towm Historical Soclety, » e

Vs s PP f)
Heill, Pdward D, ﬂiato% of !!enneEln County, pe 98,
Anto=Diography of Major aferro, Mnnesota Historical Collections,
vols G; pe 241,
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The wives snd sisters of officers, who arrived on the Virginia,
reiged the female gocioty of the Fort ¢o ten, This number goom inereased.
There wore 18 or 20 officers, and nearly all of them now brought their wives
$o the fort or were married while there, Those women formed an arigtocratie
and oultured groups Mrs, Mlympton, “oonsideyed m belle in her day," brought
the firgt pianoc to Mimmesota, Veddings and other soelal events were made inte
gay and festive occnatoni?. VWor 412 they allow the Meligious 1ife to bo neglected,
In the latter part of 1085, Mrss Snelling and Mprs, Sathan Clark organized a
Sunday school for the soldiers and thelr wives in the basement of the Colonelvs
quarters, A Bible class for officers and their faniliecs aroused a great deal
of inborest end "furnished toples of econversation for the wzz:“

But the polite sceieoty of the Fort must have been shocked by
the tradors nearbys If, oven in the wilderness, the Forb cbserved the proper

conventiong, %t was uot so ovbaide the gates, Fhilander Freascott tells of his

marriage in the following memmers

"I begen to think about getting Married after the Indiem Mammer,

8¢ I toolk ton Blankets ome gun and § galloms of whiskey and a horse and wend

o the old chiefs lodge and leid them dowm and told the old people My Errant

and went off hone the third day I receiwed word that My gifts hed boen acoepbed
but the girl was bashful and 4id not 1like the Idea of Narrying amd T Must waild

until they could get the girl recenciled to thelr wishog for hepy o Mrry ™0 4 » «

Upham, Warren, Women and Childron of Fort 8¢, Anthony, The !ammsine of
s Vol 21, July 1018, ppe 32, U637,
15 24 Dy, L’:‘.ntog of Hemmepin Coz;nﬁb Pe 08,
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in a fow dnyn they Voved tholy tent up and camped lear Iy house and it was ten
days & &+ ¢ bofors I gould got My wife o s « she camo %o be Ny wife or
eonpanion for ag long ad T choosod to 1ive with hey & « o little 4id T think

68
at that time I Sheuld _Z"liw] with tor until 01d ap® & & & o

The gucdcess of the vheat growing experiment eéncourapged the

comnigeary dopartment to attempt flour nilling that the fort might be move
completoly self-suffieiont, Dquiprent for such milling, a pair of burr millstenes,
plagber of paris and two dogen siclkles, was sent up froum 3%, Louls and installed
in & now bhuilding near tho cawmill at the }‘a).?:: The first fruits of this effort
a1 not receive an enthusiastie weloome from the troopss The bread produced from
$he flovy wag gour and black, When it wan lseued, the mem took it to the pareds
and throw 1% 4o the ground in view of the Colonels The partial failure resulted
in a shortage during the enguing wl ntef-?.

Pivet offiecial imspoction of the fort took place in the spring
of 1824, reneral Winfield feott, arrived tv be treated to every honor and ontere
talment which the post could give, OScott stayed a week, visiting the Falls of
84, Anthony and the chain of lakes mearby, Wree Smelling named one of the lakes,

59,
probably the present Cedar lake in Minmeapolis, Scobt Tabe im his honor,

51 98 “maco’-{,, Thilander, "Reminiscences,” Prescott (Fhilander) Papers, p. 67,
mimmesota Nistorical Soclety, los, Division, ps 67,
57 /:"m'.tley. Bdward Ay, 014 Covermmut Mills ab the Falls of 5, ":r*h\ ny, Minnesota
isterical Colleotions, vele 10, Mart 2, ps 6563 Van Clove, Chariotte
"“u-ee Toore %m gnd Ten, ps 96
feminigoencos of Mirse Ann Adams, Munesota Higborical
V’Olo G‘ p. 95.
- 4 ‘:-‘&t‘l‘ﬂ'ﬁ Yomen and Children of Fort St, Anthony, The 'heagine of History,
V\)l. ?1' lh‘ly 1915. Da 33.
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Genoral Scott wes so impressed and gratifisd by the apparent
officiency and disodipline whiech Snelling had introduced that he wrole the War
Department sugresting the post's name bhe ohanged te Fort Snelling in honor of
his "old comrade,” its eormemding r'{’i*icgg: A generel ordeur to that effect was
isoved and Fort 5%, Anthony thereaf'ter became Fort Shsllin;]...

A traveler in 1823 reported that there were "8 or 4 log houses e

the banks of the river, in which some subaltern agents of the Dcutlmest Company

1ive among the frogs." 7Those were probably tho buildings of Je Fe Faribaull,

In the srring of 1826 the lce jammed sbove the fort and the river rose Yo an

wpredecented height, The ice went ovt suddenly, and despite a warning sert
by Col nel Snelling, Faribault suffered consideradble loss, ineluding cattle amnd
horses, lo managed to save himgelf, his wife and ehildren, and a valushle stsck
of furs, in a !nokisme boat provided by the fort,

Aftor this second disaster he wmoved again, thias time to the
prosent site of ;‘on-iotaaf' Seon other buildings bepgan to cluster near his location,
This settloment, then lmowm as 5t. Teters and later called Mendota, became the

aonter of the fuy trade weoat and north te the Camadian bLorder,

late in 1828 rhilander Prescobt, assisbant sutler at the Fort,
wend inte treding partnership with his brother, They erected a log trading house

snd bepan trading in furs,

60« Blegen, Thsodere C,, Note, mvmolo‘.:a vols 18, noe'%, pe 460,
€ly Anonymous, Centemnial listo 3 (Ing, 18201920, published
‘3y !UG+ “‘Jtcrﬂn‘ﬂ, 4’)l‘h 3 e '. 1920. p‘ CI
I‘dd., vs 103 also Bibley, Hs N, "cmir of J. Be Faribanlt, lMnneseta
istorioal Collections, wols S, ps 177,
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It wae Taliaferro's job to examine those who degire licenses to

enter the Indian trade, lssuo lieenges, and check the treder's conducts In
G3e
1826 he iswued 85 licemses to tmmde, Oinoe sush licenses were walid only for

Gde
a year, the wariance in number would indicabe that the population of traders

fluetunted,

Taliaferro's most serious diffioulty with the twaders arose from

their violation of the rule againet introduction of vhiskey and intoxicating

liguor inmto Indian countrys The agent issued & cireular letter te all traders
68,

stating that "no ardent spirite of any kind"™ would be permitteds Ome Alexis

Bailly, agent of the American Fur Company, was a repeated offender in this

matbor, and 1%t bLocame necessary for Taliaferro %o ask Colonel Snelling for

"
\/5.

ald in enforeing the law,

Snelling did net find the peaceful yoars which followed the
completion of the fort to his liking. There wore few outlets for men who had
oxpected a frontior assi-mmpent ¢to provide movement and actions The Tndian

trovbles were minor, and digecontont became the order of the day,

Holt, Major Jolm R,, Historle Fort Spelling, 8t, Panl, 1088, p. 17,
Interview with Grace Loe FJute, Dirsctor, les, Division, MMm, Higtorical
Society, January, 1540,

Le Tuliaferro &s Colonel J, Snelling,; July 14, 18264 Taliaferro Papers.
Note, Colemel Onelling, July 15, 1826 and I, B, Ruasell Go Mry A Sallly,
July 14, 1826, Beilly (Alexis) Papers, Mss. Division, Mimnesota Fistorieal
Fﬁ(\qiet}r'
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For this reason some were driven tn degerd, although such an
act was highly dangorous, sined the Tndians hed been offered a reward of
twenty dollars for every deserter they mhu-ne;z‘ The numbey of deserters
grow from three in 1823 $o twentye-nine in 18253?' Suelling thereupon tightemed
dimeiplines The close eonfinement of quarters during the winter months and
the hishly restricted soolal 1ife sérved only %o incresse the temslion,

60,
Terves Leocame yaw, lMorale wns shattereds Snelling beocame

quarrelsoms and tummed more and more to drinking for ¢scape. Dissension gradually
gpread among the offlcers, Snelling's oldest son, William Joseph, acespted a
dusl which his father had refused, lost a finger and wag subsequently courte
mrﬂaledfo. Snelling himself secepted a dvel with Lisutenant Paxby, "to be
fourht at four paces with plstols o o« o firing €6 conbinue wntil one of the
parties is killed or disabled,” But there ig no secord of this duel having
been motually i‘ou(:h:t. 5

In 1887, some supply boats, bound for the fort, were fired om

near Prairie du Chion and several whites wore killed, Snelling led an expedition

dowmrivey to mippress the uprisings The foray furnished bub 1ittle action however,

o7 ?lins, Cole Jolm, Neminiscénces of Fort Snelling, Minnesota {istorical

Coll: elions, vols 6, De 248,
68, UOII[ . !1.‘ fiisto nne
GOe ‘..'.odmll, Allom Kgy ¥ eph | ing, llinnescta Nistory, Sept. 1926,
TQlQ 7 NiDe 3. PDe 371-373.
70, ¥eill, Tawmard D, Histowy of Hemnepin County, pe 97
Tie Diek, "Holem mmlap, % Wewly Dlscovered Diary of Colemel Snelling,
e "P"?(Tta i uﬂr" V’Ol. 18' NOoe 4 P. 403.
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The Indians could not be. foumd and the treopers returned without firinge Disgusted,
gnelling remarked thet "iem of Straw with Vooden Guns and Swords" would serve

T2e
the purposes of the fort ags well as & regiment,

The Indians contifited %o guarrel awong themselves, Nfforis %o
brine peave between the Sicux and Chippewe were never successfuly oach attempt
geemed to preeipitate new hostilities, (m May 27, 1827, repreasmtatives of the
twe tribes med at the fort and solewmmly smoked the peace pipe. The very next
evening the Sioux fiyed on the Chippevas at the gates of the fort, Two Indians
were killed end many wounded, Owelling wog enyaged ab this turn of events, and
whon fouy Sioux warriors were captured he turned them over to the Chippewas for
punishrent according to the savage ocode, The wmrriors wore given a ronning
gtard in o race with death, If they could eseape they were free, but Chippewa
Pullcts ended the matter quickly. The bodies were them sealped and desecrated

with Imives,

The Sioux did not object until it was revealed that two of the

fony expouted had been immccent, Snelling wes widely eriticlsed, and open
warfare between the white end the Indiens was averted only with difficulty,
The Jioux Yook gecret revenge, Sevoral seldlers disappeared and wore cone

TSs
sidered desorberg until thelr rmameled bodiens were discovered,

724 Uolk, Major Jolm Re, Historie Fort Smelling, pe 18
73« BSibley, Henry H,, Remivisoonces, rersonal and [Mgtorical, unesota
Historical Collectiong, vole 1, Ppe 4754270,
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Snelling?s achiewoments at Fort Snolling cannot be measured
by the difficulties whioch he experiencsd during the last years he apont ab
the posts To hig family and friends ha wag %ind and considerate, and Tallee

forre found him a consistent suprorter,

On Ootober 2, 1827, Snelling, with his wife, thres e¢hildren
and a "fomale servant Olympla,™ sailed on the steamboat Josephine to take over
new duties at Jeffersom Parracks, noar 5ty Touls, In departing from the fort
that btore his new, ho lof¥ Lehind his greatést achlevewput, A year later,

r
l‘&.
et the age of forbyesix, he died,

Ag the muiber of traders inereased, Taliaferrots troubles
malitiplied, It becams almost impogsible to allow trade and abt the samo time
keop liquor from the 'ndiams, Io was forced to consider desperate measures and,
finelly wrote General Willlam Clark agking that the trading losstion at 5%,
Fetorts be abolished, Mo said simply, "My reasoms are ;oozf"" They seen to
heve been goed, for only nine days later, the Couneil houge of the agenoy was

73.
burned down, prosumably fired by a drunken Indlun,

Dick, Halen Tunlap, A Newly Discovered Diary of Colemel Swelling,

vole 18, nos 4, pe 408, '
‘alinferro to Oencrel William Clapk, Ausush B, 1830, Clark (Vn,)
bstract in Vas, Division, Mmiesota listoriesl Joclely,
Avpunt 17, 18303 Clerk (Vim, ) Papers,
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Talinferro's plea for cloal: be teadine looation wis vrefuged,
77
in Barred all whiskey and this tine exbended the ban to high wines,
Targe quantities of high wines frem the traders wero sciged,
The Amoricmn Fur Gompenmy fourht beck, They oharged that the Missisaippl river
"“;"
was & highvay and not Tndian country,
Pedlly, as representative of the Pur Company, was the oy to
moat of Taliaferro's trouble, The other traders worked unde® his divection and

ought tholiy supplies fyom lim,

e constantly digvegardod Taliaferro's wamings in resard o

duet of the Tndian Srade, The sgent camd fo regard the frader as
0

7\.:.
corricible and at length orderved hio treding liesnse veolded,

APbor 1832 steamboats ascended the river to the fort at more
frequent intervels, Besides supplies mogh of them carried pagsemgers and

excursior

atcs, Mngust 16, 1830;
T80« dJose Y, Street, Pmirie du " Lowia Cavs, Dotober 1832, Abstinct
fyom Styeat Fapers in Town Pistorienl 30e,, !Mss, Division; Mimmesola
Historieoal Seciety,
79, Johm Dliss to Alezin Dallly, Sopke 20, 1084, Bailly (Aleoxis) Papers,
Vns, Tvislon, Ninneseta Historical Seclety,




] GITX Tagend Tnto River Chaptor I Pacn 58

Samel and Gldeon Pend, who arrived én the steamboat Yarrior
S S g

the gpring of 1834, were not mmong those who cmum o enjoy the beeoty of the

rerion, They came 4o pive the Indians the word of Gody Wajor Hlis

in cormeand, wes not cortain that theee two mem should be allowed

bob Taliasferro, who saw them s worthy holpers in hisg work amomg

desired then to stays

Taliaforre mesnvhile had established Patonvilie, en Indiem
aericuttuml colony near Take Calhown, The Indians weve enjoying Some SuccOss
there in raising com but they did not lmow how te plow, OSam wl Pond vas sont
to Waposia and Gideon to Egtonville, Tt was not lomg before the young Progbyterians
had won the respoct of the Indians, Fventually they established near Lake Calhoun,

80¢
A migsion gsbation and schotls

The arrival of lemyy Hastings Gibley in St Foter's settlemeut

ga November 7, 1884, as chief of all the affairy of the American FPur Company

was simificant of the inoreaslng trads of the northwest aroa, Jibley realised
: (23 1Y
tle strateric walue of the location,

"

80. Dlegen, Thoodore €., The Poud Brothers, Minnelota History, vols 15, noy &,
Sepbomboy 1984, vpe 273070,

81, Hs He 3ibley to Remsay Crooks; November 1, 1834, Sibley (i, He) Papers,
188e Diviaion, Mimne distorieal Goclety,




CITY lopend Into River Chapter I Pago 53

&

Sibloy sood put the affalrs of his company in goed ordey mmd
turned hig attention %o the 1i%tle settlomenmt whioh was populated by compmyy
clarks, apgonts, fur twadevs, Interpretors and renogades, Hovwithgtanding
that 4t wmez somdesamge oountry, Sibley setoblisked himpelfl as a country gentles

62,
reniy M6 had a large and dignified sboue house built and like o grand seignour

rode about the volling counkryside on & great blask horse, accoumpanied by a
83,
bodyrruard of two Frenchelmnediang,
0n Moy 16, 1835, under the loadsrship of the Reverend Thomas 3,
Williamgon, a missiopury group wader the sujplevs of the Amrioan Board of
tagdong arrived at the fork, Shortly after his erviwl, Willlauson
at the Mrst marrisge in Mimesota performed by a elergyman; unlting

L

the daughter of Colomel Loomig md Lioubonant B, As Ogdon,

loomis, an extremely devout man, encouraged Willimmson to organize
& Preshyborion churchs A group aggembled in ome of the covnpany rovag of the fort.
Yhon the sermon closed, &, Loon 8 He Hy Givley, Semwl W, Pond mnd A, Ge Bupeing,

‘ L
"wore solammly set apart to the office of Miling Flders by ordimations” The

pagtor porfoctly expressed the sentimenta of Colonel Loomia whon he chose as his

toxt, "or yo wre ag sheep going sstray, but are now returned to the sShepherxd

08
and Biahop of your soulse” These were tiw fivst seorvices 4o be held by an

organised Protogtant chureh in the uppor Misslssippi wmlley,.

mant belveen He He 3ibloy and John (or Feter) Muller, Fobw
Vag, Division, Man, Historical .ocs.aty.
Nowspaper olippings, vols 2, pe 114, dabed
imle Liste Soclety,
alele mad "a*—is!;ar, 3, Panl, Apeil 20, 1880,
..11, dward D, ristory of Hennopin County, ps 108,
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CHAPTER TWO

Piety; 1Its Uses.

Exploration advances, ambition firqfé blood stirred before only

by adventure. Infeoting with selfishmess or infusing with some ideal,

the fresh urge btekes possession, Some man envisions greatly the futurey

8 treaty is broken or a river orossed; formidable obstacles are overcomé.
A year unfolds with new significance, a forceful personality helps to shape
the careless movement of deeades, and one day the subtle magpnet of a land's
promise charges and quickens the purposes of men, BEvents gather momentum.

That was 1837 and Fort Snelling, That was 1837 and the yet mdreamed
city of St. Paul, For Fort Snelling weleomed & mew and ambitious comrmandent
» & man who saw, even if narrowly, beyond the immediate frontier, In far=off
France, & newly appointed bishop from Amerieca pleaded with tears in his eyes
for men who would leave their homeland to bring the discipline and consolation
of religion to the American northwest. In France, too, & tall lomely priest
made a decision and saw & land wnknown opened to his faithe Two of these men,
strangers to each other and all wwittingly, set in motion events which were
to found a great city. The third, the humble priest, was %o build a chapel
of logs = a chapel which wonld stamp the city's character through many
generations,

Since Pike's treaty there had been no exact definition of the military
rogerve of Fort Smelling, and those who had settled within its environs had,
before 1837, no reason to believe that they could not permanently dwell upon
the farms which they had made, They had been "welcomed and aided by the officers,"™

1,
and were allowed to build homes and cultivete the fertile bottoms near the rivers

1, Hansen, Marcus L., 0ld Fort snelling, 1310=1858, Stace Historical Society
of Jowa, Iowa City,”I9I0, PDs 1OU=Lidl.
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Major Joseph Plympton, appointed commandent of Fort Snelling during
the summer of 1837, at once attempted to determine the limit of the reserve
and the mumber of settlers within this limit, A survey, made by Lieutenant
E, Ko Smith, revealed that there were 82 white inhabitants at the nearby Baker's
Settlement, a cluster of cabins around the large stone trading house of Benjamin
Fo Baker, and others to make up a total of 167 persons in no way connected with
the garrison.. For reasoné which ecannot be easily determined, Flympton felt
it necessary that these people be removed, A letter which he sent to the adjue
tant general in Washington complained that the squatters were responsible for
the scarcity of fireewood, He received no orders for the removal, which he
so earnestly desired, but in November he was instructed Yo mark off the rese
ervation according to his ideas. On March 26, 1838, he despatched a map to
Washington outlining the land which he wished to have considered as the nili-
tary reserve,

Without awaiting further instruotion, Plympton, on July 26, 1838, issued
an order prohibibing the erection of buildings or fences upon the reservation,
and restricted the cutting of tirber to members of the garrison. At that point
the matter was again sllowed to rest,

Some of the settlers sought to protect themselves by taking land beyond

the supposed lines of the reserve. Sometime during 1838 Abraham Perry and

his family, formerly of the Selkirk colomy, moved across the river. In August
of the previous year the Perrys had been listed as residents of the west river
gottlement, while in Cctober 1838 lrs, Perry complained that Indians had slaughtered

3.
three of her cattle near Fountain Cave, which was on the east side of the river,

2e Hansen, larcus Ls, 0Old lor:c onelling, ppe 1o9«l10l,
8, Neill, Edward D., "Occurrences In and Around Fort Smelling," Minnesota
Historieal Collections, Vols 2, 8t, Paul, Reprint 1880, pp. 48«51,
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Plerre Parrent, & FroncheCanadian voyaseur, while employed by the
Ameriosn Fur Compeny, had erected, some time before, a makeshift shanty ab
the mouth of the 1ittle streem which issued from Pountain Cave, Returning
from the Mesouri river country he had been attracted by the possibility
of sebtling down and trading without the formality of govermment license
and regulation. Farrant, and for that natter )mrg both congidered themselves
safely outside the limita of the military reserve,

Until this ¢ime the land between the Fort and the 8i, Croix river
had boen closod duve to the Indian claim wpon ite This last barrier to setilement
wag in process of removal, A tveaty with the Chippewa had been negotiated at
Fort Snmolling by Covernor Henry Dodge of Wiseonain, on July 20, 1837, Two
monthg later, Taliaferre had led a group of Sioux chieftains to Washington
whore & similar treaty was entered into with that tride, Stripped of detail,
the major provision of both sgreemewts was the opening of the land between
the 8t Croix and the mssisaippf.: These treaties were ratified by the Us 8
Semate on Jume 16, 1888, and the nows reached the Fort in July, with the arriwl
of the steambost m-

There was the scent of spoculation in the wind, and it caught the nostrils
of certain mon whe yere not interested in such a humble occupation as farming.
The ratification of the Indian treaties precipitated sn excited seramble for
elains on tracts of lend then considered stretegie, Major Flympton, nobwithstending
his striot attitude towards wmauthoriged settlement, attempbed to claim land
near Ste Anthony's FPallsy but Franklin Steele, a sharp-witted newoomer with

powerful connections, invoked the law prohibiting the taking of land by offivers
Joseph R, Brown, one of

e
and gocured control of the weterpower for himself, "
4. Ploneor and DOmoorat WeeLly, Dte Yaul, April 28, 1500s

8¢ A Histoa of Minnesota, Vol. 1, Folwell, William W., Mnnesota Historical
@OCLe » Wl g L¥} » b Fy ppt 159‘160.
6s Ploneer and Demcorat Weelly, St, Faul, April 28, 1880,




er of commerce welcomed Pierre Parrant," ®2V% & writer in

Extension Mazazine, "when, evicted from the Fort Snelling reservation, he
came to the site of what is now downtown St. Paul, took up a claim, and
out un, in 1833, the city's first building, a rude log hut. Here Parrant, un-~

kemot, unweshed, uncombed, was mayor, c¢ity council and police forcei and here,

in his hut, he ovened un the city's first tavern, from which to disvense

JI
whiskey ¢t the soldiers, traders and Indians." {ﬁEdvard.m. Tarrigan, The Euchar-

{stic Congress, EXTENSION MAGAZINE: The National Catholic Monthly, June 19451.
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the pioneer Indian treaders, made a claim near the upper end of the future
eity of Stillwatez: Jesse Bs Taylor, a stonemason at the Fort, went %o

the place now lmown as Taylor's Falls, Ie later formed a partnership with
Benjemin F, Daker, the trader, for the exploitetion of this areg.: These
properties were considered to be the only available sites of any significance,
The fubure leestion of St Faul appears to have been considered valueless,

Parrant lost the property at Fountain Cgave through his inability %o

pay & ninety dollar note held by Guilleume Beaumetie and moved, in 1838, to

a bluff above the river nesr the nresent Robert street,
e l r\‘ L 4 ‘, ; "?"" ¢

of the day thus commented on Parrant's entry into St. Pauly

A wag
"Upon this spot he laid the egg from vhich the city of 8%. Peul wac hatched,
fle cut down the first tree, built the first house, and sold the first whiskey
in the present capital of Minnesota « + « His devotion to the wonderful
gsoience of numismatics has won him imperighable glg;y.“

All levity aside, the structure which Parrant built at this location,

ig eonceded to be the firet structure of the future St, Paul, N4

- g L
e T AV R L )

Pirst settlers are usually honored but Parrant is remenbered only for
the abuse heaped upon hime. As a frontier whiskey dealer his trade br;ughh
him into mild disrepute with some members of the communityy in additlon te
that, his personal appearance wag little caloulated to inspire confidence.
One of his eyes bulged cut in marbly blueewhite blindnessy from this he re-
ceived the wunpleasant name of "Pig's Eye." Colorful villains are rare in
Vo Welll, Tdwrd D,, 8nd Milliems, Js Fletcher, I

and The City of Mimmeapolis, North Star Pub, ;
8, ~Upham, Warren ané_ﬁmlap% Rose Barteau, "Minnesota Biogra

Minnesota History Collections, Vol, 14, St. Faul, 1912, p. 769,
9, Pioneer and Demoerat Weelly, St. Paul, April 28, 1859,
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Minnesota history and, since his occupation and appearance lemd themselves

to the role, writers have colored Parrant darkly. In tales twisted and

enlarged in the telling, the fat, half-blind, old trader has become a legendary
horror. Ome writer of the 1870's garbled accounts to claim that Parrant's

face "so much resembled that of a pig as to suggest the name, He was & low
fellow o 1?.“ Another reported that Parrant's whiskey was ™a horrible
liquid, which, by its virulent concitation of the mucous membrane inflamed

all the passions," and that "shrieks of Women and Children, mingled with yells

of demons, and the howling of dogs, added the terrors of hearing to the appalling
sights enacted in Pig's Eye Pandemonium}l’: The whiskey may have been bad, but

its strength was usually diluted by generous additions of river watery the

"appalling sights," wnhappily for writers overdoing the picturesque, were

probably fictitouss As Le Larpenteur, one of St, Paul's earliest settlers,

takes issue with the defamers of Parramt, "I knew him well; he was no worse
than any of the pioncers a®t that time, end if his only crime was selling to
the Indians, they all did ity and the American Fur Compeny, under another

124
name, sold ten barrels where the other poor fellow sold one,"

10, Audreas, A, T, (Bditor), An tllustrated Historical Atlas of the State of
Minnesota, A. T. Andreas, Chicago, Ille, 1072, Ds 22Ds

11, THenkins, Col., Dakota Land or the Beauty of S5t. Paul, Hankins & Son, New
York, 1868, pe S5.

12. Elfelt, Charles D.,, "Barly Trade end Traders in S5t, Paul," Winnesota
Collections, Vols, 9, St. Paul, 1901, p. 164, S g oy
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Other settlers soonm followed Parrant to the site of St. Pauls The
Gervais brothers, Benjamin and Pierre and three discharged soldiers, Evans,
Hays and Phalen, took up ¢laims, James Re Clewett, who later married a
daughter of Abrahem Perry, erected a cabin. A mysterious gtranger, who
called himself Johnson, came up the river and remained wntil a rumor that
the Fort authorities were comsidering his arrest on charges of counterfeiting
caused him to disappeai?‘ Ben Gervais purchaged Parrant's second claim for
ten dollars, and the whiskeyeseller moved near the river on the lower landing,
a point more accessible to his -uétomers%é‘

The settlers who remained near the Fort were not undisturbed for long.
In April 1839, John Emerson, post surgeon, reported to Washington that the
Fort was "completely inundated with ardent spirits , .+ o I feel grieved %o
witness such scenes of drunkemness and diseipation . 35‘." Emerson did not
exagrerate the conditiem, Taliaferro notes in his journal that on a single
day, June 3, 1839, forty-seven soldiers were held in the guardhouse on charges
of drunkemness. Some of the Soldiers remained away from quarters for several
days oausing "much ammoysnce to the commanding offiig;."

A huddle of trader's shacks, a few miles below the Fort was the source
of most of the illicit whiskey. Boats coming up stream would stop and unload
their cargoes of liguor before proceeding to the Fort. The prospect grew more

menacing when it was reported that a "oitizen named Brown" was "actually builde

ing « » « within gunshot distance of the Fort, a very expensive whiskey

1%, Tewson, Te WM., Pon Pigtures of oG, raul and BiograpﬁioaI Sketches of
L ]

Settlerss Published DY or, SGe » rage 10,
Fairchild, Henry 8., "Sketches of‘%he Barly History of Real Estate in
st. Paul," Minnesota History Collections, Vols 10, Part Ome, St. Paul, p. 411,

Anonymous, Centennial Histo of Fort omelling, 18201520, The Post Exchange,
49th Infant¥y, FOrG Snelling, Wnn., 1020, DPs i3.

"Rev, Le Galtier to Rt. Rev, Thomas L, Grace, Januvary 14, 1864." Acta Et
Dicta, Vol. 1, No. 2, July 1918, p. 186,
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A Canadian by birth, like so many other early settlers, David Fari-
bault had come to the buddi g St. Paul village with one eye on farming
and the other on selling, inecluding liquor. His claim fronted on Third
strect, at the intersection of Jackson, extending through to Fourth--the
frontage bhing one hundred and forty feet. He was a sort of David Harum--
in reverse. On one occasion he traded the south half of his proverty,
plus $18.50, and took in exchenge a horse worth $80.00. A. L. Larmenteur,
with whom he made the deal, said of thés transaction, "Faribault would un=-
doubtedly have ziven the entire one hundred and forty feet for the horse

and ealled it an even trade, but I was poor, seventeen and a half dollars

an object, and he ‘did not want so much land.'" iEdward D. Neill, History
.
Ramgey County and the City of St. Paul, p. 185§.
P
Mr. Larnenteur, within the year, built on this newly acquired nroperty

what he claimed t>-hawve.beer was the first howge frame house in 5%, Paul.

Ibid, ». 1;3-:} :
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shop.™ On April 14, 1839, the Ariel, first boat up the river that season, wme

loaded twenty barrels of whiskey at Brown's new groggery. On May 21, the VA
e INSE®WT %A
¢laucus ‘elivered six barrels of whiskey to David Faribault.’k Among other

>

whiskey traders were Henry C. Menck, Donald McDonald and Jim Thompsons Plerre
Parrent dealt principally in liquer, though he alse carried a small stock of
powder, shot and other necessities for traderi?. With the excuse of a fight
against the liquor traffie, Plympton renewed his efforts to secure permission

from the War Department in Washington for the limitation of the reserve.

Apparently his view impressed othersy officials ab the Fort agreed with him,

and Brigadier General Johm E, Wood, who ;%psoted the post in June 1889, ggfpatched'
a letter to Washington on the 28th of that month concurring with Plymptone.

Even this effort resulted in no immediate action.

Tn the meantime events set the stage for another important character who
was, in the course of his duby, to aid in the making of the e¢ity. Mathias Loras,
pastor of Cathedral Church et Mobile, Alabama, had been appointed first Bishop
of Dubuque in 1837. The new diocese included the present state of Iowa and
the untemed stretch of lend lying northward between the Mississippi and Missouri
rivers, Upon appointment Loras had journeyed to France in the hope of securing
missionaries o aid in his difficult task, He visited the Grand Seminaire of

Puy and, stirred by the great need, delivered en effective plea to the seminarians.
His appeal found a ready response. Loras returned to the Unlted States during

the winter of 1838, accompanied by a group of young Frenchmen who had chosen

to forego comfortable posts in their native land for the hardships which, they

17. Weill, U, D., History of Hemnepin Coun‘t_z%, Pe 108,

18, Holecombe, Rs L., Hinnesota Tn Three Centuries, 165541908, Free Press
Printing Co., Mankato, Wnne., 1008, DPs Oe=0de

19, Anonymous, Centennial History of Fort Snelling, 18201920, p. 13.
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AN/
Perhans no native of Canada has left atba$%er imnress on Minnesota
than Jean Baptiste Faribault. "Among the vpioneers of Minneg@a." writes one
better
authority, " there ie none whose memory and whose name A deserves to be res-
2

nected and nerbetuated." i;ﬂinnesota Historical Collections, Minnesota His-

torical Society, ». 175}.
/
To the Indians Faribault was known as "Beaver's Tail," or in their
untranslated snvellation "Chaensh-sin-tay." It is a matter of record that,

to quote XHALHEF from another tribute, "by his influence with the Sioux he

f
maintained neace for many years between them and the nioneers." !~Dictionarx

of American T'iogravhyi under the auspices of the American Counchl of Learned

Societies. Zdited by Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone. Charles Scribner's Sons,

.

New York, 1931, p. 272 |

o

Frankljm Curtiss-Wedgs,compiler of the History of Rice and Steele

Counties, says "It is nleasant to» comvare the conduct of Faribault with that
of other :raders who, far from trying to exercise an elevating influence over
the Indisns, tausht them the vices of a nretended civilization." I Tistory of

LIS

Rice and Stesle Counties, Comniled by Franklyn Curtiss-Wedge, Vol. 1, v». 86]-
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believed, awaited them in the American Northwest. Among them were Joseph
20,
Cretin, A, Polamourgues, Augustin Ravoux and Lucian Galbiers Ravoux and

Galtier completed their studies at Emmitsburg College in Merylend and, on
:,' g:’ 7 21.
Jenuary B, 1849, were ordained to the priesthood in Dubugue.

To acquaint himself with the wild and sparselyesettled diocese, Bishop

Loras, accompanied by Father Pelamourgues and a young interpreter, visited

Fort Snelling and 8t, Peter's in late Jume of 1839,

It ism't diffiecult to visualize St. Peters and environs in 1839, from
desoriptions easily available, Here is one bird'seeye views "Around the large
new storehouses of the Fur Company, and M¢, Sibley's handsome stone dwelling
which had just been built, a group of log huts and a neat white cottage,
swarming with population make guite an imposing ploture of civilization s «
along the bobtom and back in the shadows of the adjacent hills, lodges of

Sioux were huddled in tewmy cones ¢+ « " Inferentially the rest of the
e

population were half breeds, the aourée:con%inuing with another vivid backgrounds
"on the opposite side of the river, the bold outline of Fort Smelling crowned

the crest of the white bluff, and outside the walls at a little distance stood
, 22,
. o o the stone houses of the Indien Agent and Interpreter."

Two years later the significemt event occurred for which struggling
decades seemed & fitting prelude = presentation to the mission, by Je Be Faribault,

of a log house for a place of worship, the edifice which was consecrated as St.
»
Peterts, the first church in Minnesota.
B0, TWavoux, Augustin, Rominiscences, Womoirs and Locvures of Msgre Ae Ravoux,
V. G., Brown, Treacy end Company, Sbe Faul, 1000, pps 06=88.
21. Ireland, Reve John "Memoir of Lueien Galtier," Minnesota Hisbtory Collections,
Vol. 3, 8t. Faul, 1880, p. 223«
22, Weekly Pioneer and Democrat, Feb, 17, 18569,
23, Veekly Pioneer and Democrat, Feb, 17, 1859,
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Still extant, and in the handwriting of General Sibley, who at the

time was apent of the Fur Company at St, Peter's (now Mendota) and alse &

Justice of the Peace, is the hisgtorical document whereby Pierre Parrant agreed

o transfer to Guilliume Beaumette, for a congideration of $50, his claim =
in ocase he defaulted}

The St, Paul Pioneer, in referring to this document many years later,
reproduced it in its enmbirely; "A Historical Relio, =« We have had placed in
our hands, by David Guerin, Esq., the original of a paper or instruments,
which is the oldest legal paper relating to land in the eity of S5t, Paul, in
existence., For entiquarian purposes, it is even more valuable than Carveris
mythological 'deed! » as the original of that paper is said not %o be in existence
nows The instrument we speek of may perhaps be called a mortgage. It is as
followss

134, Peters, 12th November, 1838

om the first day of May mext, I promise to pay Yo Guillaume
Beaumette, Ninety Dollars, for value received, without defaleation,

Witnosss
A+ Ve Mnderson His
He He 8ibley Pierre X Parrant
Mark

"Enow all men by these presents, that I, Plerre Farrant, residing
near the Entry of the St, Peters River, and Wiscomsin Territory do
hereby meke over, transfer, and Quit Claim to Guillaume Beaumette, of
St. Poters, all my right, title and interest in and %o all that tract

. or portion of Land which I, the said Parrant, now reside upon and
occupy, at the Cave, so called, about four miles below Fort Snelling,
to have end to hold the seme to said Guillaume Beaumette, his heirs
and assigns forever,

"provided always » and it is hereby expressly wnderstood between
the parties, that if the said Plerre Farrant shall pay or cause to be
paid on or before the first day of Nay next to the said Beaumette the
sum of Ninety Dollars, amount of a certain note of hand by me, the said
Parrant to the said Beaumette, then this transfer to be null, and of
no effect, otherwise to remain in full foree and virtue.

Signed, Sealed and delivered
in presence of

He He Sibley

As Mq Anderson

24, Ste Paul Pioneer, Sunday, June 3, 1866«

His
Pierre 1 Parrant
Mark,.,'™ 24,
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How narrowly St, Faul escaped the iggnomin’ of being named
Pigts Bye, after the wnfortunate Parrant optic, has been enumerated not a
few times and still seems to engross historians.

The origin of the name "Pig's Bye" in conmection with St. Paul, is
believed to have taken shape in the odifercus recesses of the Fountaln Cave
grogeeryes "Bdmmd Brisette, a clerkly Frenchman," so the story goes, "was
one day seated at a table in Parrant's cabin, writing a letter for the voyageur
for Parrant could not write, The question of geography puzzled Brisette, Where
should he date a letter from a place without a name? He looked up inquiringly
at Parrant, and met the cold dead glare of the Pig's Eye fixed upon him, with
an irresistable sugpestiveness that was inspiration %o Brisatti?"

However & future event of no small significance was to shatter the
distilled mirage of Bdmmd Brisette, Not Parrant's cabin, but a log house
topped by a cross, held inspiration and hope for the future.

Sinee the population in and near the Fort included so meny Catholics
end there had not been a priest among them for years, & nmuber of marriages were
to be celebrated and baptisms to be performed, Loras wrote that the "Catholics
of St. Peter's amounted to 185, fiftyesix of whom we baptized, administered
confirmetion to eight, and gave nuptial benediction to four couples " This
number must have included refugees from the Selkirk colony, traders settled
around St, Peter's and soldiers of the garrison, as well as traders from
widely scabtered areas on their amnual visit %o headquarters.

During loras! stay at St. Peter's another small group of immigrants
arrived from the Selkirk colony. It was said that "their intention was to
look for land and above all for a Catholic Church," IThe land near the Ford
appealed to them and when Loras promised that a priest would be sbationed in

the area before the year had passed, they decided %o remain and build themselves

25 piomecr and Demoorat Weekly, St. Faul, April 28, 1060,
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.
homes e

As steamboats were not frequent om the upper river, the Bishop found

it necessary to return to Dubuque in a dugout "made of a single tree," His

hands were blistered and sore when the trip was over, but he felt more than
27,
rewarded by the lmowledge of what he had achieved.

Shortly after Loras? visit a major change toock place in the life of
the Port. Indian Agent Taliaferro, so long & leader at the post, resigned,
The Indiens, the Sioux at least, were never again o have, at this place, so
gincere a defender and advocate, Taliaferro, like many idealists who gravitated
towards the frontier along with the men of action, saw his plans fail and his
dreams crumble, Ordinary herdship meemt little to him, but $the frustration
of hig work was a burdem he could not bears

Taliaferro's stern incorruptibility hed made him the target of trader
and politician alike, The Americem Fur Company, perhaps the most powerful
gingle factor in affairs of the Northwest frontier, considered him a dangerous
mane He in turn disliked the Fur Company, and felt that the Indian Office in
Washington was "bending a listening ear to the agents" of the corporation, In
eny case he found his relations with the Indians undermined ebove and below and
his work subtly nullified.

Taliaferro's efforts to instruct the Indieans in farming had been brought
to an wtimely end by the remewal of Sioux-Chippewa hostilities,

His despeir may be judged from his belief that "the time would comeé when
21l my efforts to do good would pass into oblivion and the nationality of the

28,
noble Sioux be completely destroyed."

26. Note, Minnmesota History, VOle Viil, HOs .
1927. Pe 39.

27. Hoffman, M. M., The Church Founders of the Northwest, Bruce Publishing
Company, Milwaukee, Vi8s 41007, DPDe L1T*leTs

28, Taliaferro, Lawrence, "Autosbiography of Major Lawrence Taliaferro,"
Minmesota ilistory Collections, Vols 6, Ste Paul, 1894, p. 227,
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Little was Pequired to bring about Taliaferro's decision to resig.

An incident in the autum of 1839 furmished the final impebus. On September
@ the grog shop of Henry €, Menck was entered by Indians, On the 25rd of
that month Bad Hail, a Sioux brave, charged that Taliaferro had inecited the
Indians and had ingbructed them to enter Menck's establishment "with a view
to take by force from said house & quantity of Spiritous liquor therein cone
ta_’madfg. Shortly afterwards Talieferro fell ill, On October §, Menck, in
possession of ean illegal appointment as a special depuby sheriff of Clayten
County, Towa, broke in the door of Taliaferro's house and placed the Indian
Agent under arrest, Menol threw the sick man to the floor and, nudging a
pistol in his ribs, said that he would be taken to the Clayton County jail
despite his condition,s The fact thet Taliaferro had found Menck guilty, on
more than one occasion, of vieolation of the liquor laws, probably had lef% a
rankling wound in the latter and increased his malignancy, Taliaferro apparently
acquiesced, but asked Menck if he might send a note to the commandant, informing
the officer of his sudden departure. Menck, for some reason, allowed Taliaferro's
message to be gent, lMenck was thus  tgemeraleds The note brought soldiers
who expelled the whiskey trader from the resemtioxsz?. ‘
Taliaferro soon resigned. "I am disgusted with the life of an apent
among such bad materials and bad menagement on the part of Congress , + o the
Indien office, ete,, ete.," he wrote, He derived some consolation from the fact
that he was leaving "the public service as poor as when I first entered it + « »

Sle
the only evidence of ny intepgrity."

T8, Deposition before H. He 0ibley by Angus Anderson amd Alexander Faribault, undated;
§ibley, He H., Papers, Mss., Div,, Mimmesota Historiocal Society.

30, Neill, E, Dy, "Ocourrence In and Around Fort Snelling," pp. 54«55,

3ls Folwell, W. W, A History of Minnesota, Vol. 1, p« 142,
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In the autwm of 1839 the orude little settlement that was to be
8¢, Paul beceme the scene of a mysterious slaying, Three soldlers, Baward
Phalen, John Hays and William Evans, had decided .to gettle below Fountain
Cave, upen their discharge from the army, Fhalen, a hulking simefocter of
fnot the most enviable character," was discharged onm June 8, 1838, He
agreed to hold a claim next %o his own for Sergeant Hays, who was expecting
his diseharge in April 1839, Tholen selected a cloim in a lonely spot
fronting on the river, end when Hays lef't the army he moved in with Phalen
mtil such time as he could build a cabin of his own, For some time the
fwo men lived together, Both were Irish and must have found 1life lonely in a
settlement where French was slmost the only language, Fhalen was reparded
with distrust by the other settlers but Hays was well liked, A persistent

mmor was soon afoot that the two men did not live together on a completely
32
friendly basis,

Tn September Hays disappeared end was never again seen alive, Taliaferro
but recorded prevailing opinion when he wrote in his diary, %I 4incline to the
opinion that his zeighbor, Phalen, lmows something, Hays lived with him and
had money « + « " On Sepbember 27th, Wabsheudah, en Indian, reported that
wis sons had located a body in the river near Carver's cave, Soldiers were
led to the spot snd there, the head horribly battered, was the halfesubmerged
body of Hays. Henry H, 8ibley, as Justice of the Peace, issued a warrant for
the arrest of Phalen, charging him with murder in the first degree, The
surly prisoner was sent to Crawford County prison in Prairie du Chien, where

33,
he swaited trial,

Although opinion at St, Feter's and Fort Snelling was much prejudiced

against Phalen, the authoritles st Prairie du Chien did not feel that there

Be . Willlams, Je Pleteher, TA History of the City el SGe raul and of the County
of Ramsey," Mirnmesota Iistory Collecticus, Vole 4, Ste Paul, 1876, pp. 68«72
38, Williems, J. Fletoner, "A History of the City of St, Paul and of the County of
flw‘izzfaey," pe 913 also Neill, "Occurrence in and Around Fort Snelling,™ ppe 140e
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was sufficient evidence of guilt, The case was dismissed by the grand jury
at the spring assizes.

VWhen Thalen returned he found Vital Guerin in possession of the Heys
claim which he had hoped to add %o his own holdings., He blustered against
the 1little Frenchmen and threatemed to remove him by force 1if necessary.
Guerin rounded up some husky voyageurs who threatened to throw Fhalen over
the bluff into the river if he persisted in his threats. Fhalen calmed dowm
after this umexpected show of strength, and later took another elaim on the
creek which now bears his neme.

The riddle of St, Paul's first murder remains unsolved, A mass of
eonflicting evidence, opinion and personal bias remains, An early historian
of the city held the opinion that "there is them, mo alternative left, bub
%o record Fhelen as the murderer of Hasi:" Oon the other hand a respected
early citizen, A, L. Larpenteur, who knew Phalen personally, stated emphatically,
"He never dilled Haysy the Indians have told me sinee that Hays was not killed
by Phalen, They spoke to me as though they kmew who did kill him 4 + « 01d
Phalen was human, He took his toddy, too, but he would met injure a hair of

5

your head . .Sd:“

The letters and official reports which had been more or less regularly
aimed at his desk for a period of two years finally caused Secretary of War
Je Re Poinsett o order expulsion of all settlers on the reserve, Instructions

for the removal were forwarded on October 1, 1839, to Marshall Edward James of

Wisconsin Territo who was advised to act with "as much forbearance, and
Vs ’

¥ Willlams, J, Fletoher, "History of the City of St, Paul and of the Cownby
of Ramsey,''pp, 92104,

35, larpenteur, August L., ®Recollecotions of St, Paul, 1843-1808," Minnesota
Hisbory Collections, Vols 9, St Paul, 1801, pe 561.
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consideration, and delicacy as may be consistent with the prompt and faithful
performance of the dubies assigned to you," James delegated the authority
to his deputy at Prairie du Chien, Ira B, Brunsoi?.

Plympton was happy et the order which now permitted his wishes %o
be carried out, His attitude towards the settlers, which cannot be fully
explained, seemed always unreasonably severe, The liquor sellers had une
guestionably been responsible for weakening the diseipline of the garrison,
and had caused trouble among the Indiens, The situation might easily have
become dengerous, but there is rerson %o believe that it was not this problem
alone which prempted the wmrelenting attitude of the military, Samuel C,
Stambaugh, sutler at the Fort hinbed that a desire for control of certain
lends may have been a most importent motive, It is a fact that only a small
ninority of the settlers sold whiskey, and it appears that this menace might
have been summarily dealt with by destroying the grog shops and expelling
those guilty of keeping them, No suoh attempt was medes On the other hand
Plympton did cause the arrest and confinement of certain settlers who allowed
cattle to stray on the parade grounds,

Marshall Brunson arrived in April 1840, and ordered the sgettlers %o
remove themselves and their possessions from the reservation, The decree
met with indifference, possibly because the settlers did net feel that the
matter was serious, or becsuse they were unwilling to leave homes and farms

which had been built with great labor, The married women of the garrisen

AA
pleaded with Flympton %o exempt Abraheam Perry and his family from the exglﬁhion

order, since "Awnt Mary Ann," wife of Abraham, was the only expert midwife in

the regions This request was rejected,

36, Anonymous, Centennial History of Fort Smelling, pe 14.
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on May 6 soldiers were sent out and, wnder the direction of Brumson
and & liewbenmant from the Fort, the 1ittle ecabing were emptigd of goods and
burned before their bewildered and helpless owners, There is some disagreement
regarding the debails of the expulsion, A memorial presented to Congress in
1849 stated that "the soldiery fell upon them without werning, treated them
with wjustifiable rudeness, broke and destroyed furniture wantonly, insulted
the women, and, in one or two insbances, fired at and killed cattle." 4
witness of the scene makes no mention of personal violences.ﬂ. Regardless of
the details the eviction was thorough, Even Perry and some others who had
moved Lo the eagtern shore in a vain attempt to escape the military restrictions
found themselves mede homeless, Most of those evicted moved down the river
a short distance to the small cluster of cabins which marked the site of the
future St, Pnui?.

Thus, for the miseonduct of the four gettlers who, so far as the
record shows, were liquor deslers, namely Menck, Pierre Parrant, Doneld Mo
Donald, and Jim Thompson, the negro, some forty or £ifty innocent men like
Abrahan Perry, Benjamin and Plerre gervais, and Vital Guerin, end their families,
were driven from their homes and put Yo the necessity of building new ones
past of the river. Scme of the settlers left the cowntry entirely, As for
the whiskey sellers they "merely went down the river a little farther & * =
gtill within the reservatgg;.“

Due to the lack of available men Bishop Loras had been ohliged to

delay sending a priest to the Fort for almost a year. He was reminded of

his promise on April 20, 1840, by the ghrill whistle of the first boat %o

BT Tansen, Marcus L., Old Fort Smelling, ppe 104=196, 246,

88, Newson, Te Ms, Pen TIctures of St, Faul, pe 19; also see Pioneer of
Sto Pﬁul. Pe 19_;
Holcombe, Re K., Minnesota Ip $hree Centuries, ppe 82«84,
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arrive in Dubuque bound up=river in that year. Within the hour Father Lucian
Galtier, ordained te the priesthood in Dubuque but three months before, had
packed and sailed %o tele up duties near the military post. Six days later
he arrived at the Forte

rhe steamboet landed at the foot of Fort Smelling, then oceupied by
some few companies of regular soldiers ¢ s, the young priest wrote:
"The sicht of %the fort commanding from an elevated promontory the two rivers,
ississippl and 84, Petor, now Mimnesota, highly pleased mey but the few
houses to be seen on the St, Peter side, and two only on the fort side & no
fields but & compleet wilderness, made me, 2]l at once %o wundersband, that
my mission and life must hence=forth be one of privation, bhard trial & sufferw
and thus required of we patience, lsbor and resipmation, I hed a small

404
field before me, or rather a large one, but almost without souls > «

ing,
"

This was a first melancholy impression aund one which was later cone
giderably magnified, Oaltier found hardships and difficulty = but most of all
was tried by the apparent lack of diseipline and purpose &mong his parishioners.
caltier, however, seems to have been equal te his undertaking, His "remarkable
personality” impressed all who came near him and won him the reapect of both
Catholic and Protosbant, He was said to have had the "face of a Cacsar,” and

s Pag
was desoribed a "msn of great decision of charscter, with a strong cast of

7

counbenance, large mouth snd overshadowing eyebrowd. His head sat upon his
ghoulders lilke a militery chieftelin « o « He was well chogen %o mould and
control a heterogenous mass of men whese lives had been spent almost exclusively

41ﬁ
upon the fromtler.

T Tv T Galtier Go Rb. Nove Thomas Le orace, Acta EY Dicta Vol. 1, Fos 2,
July 1918, p. 185.

41, Me Nulty, Ambrose, "The Chapel of S5t. Paul and the Begimning of the Cathelie
Church in Minnesoba," Minnesota History Collectiond, Vols 10, Part 1, 5%
Paul, 1905, p., 235,
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For a month Galtier lived with Scott Campbell, an interpreter, wntil,
not feeling "sufficiently free to discharge ¢ .« « pastoral duties,® he
seoured a separate room which was in turn a kitchen, parler and chapel, He
built a 1little alter of rough boards which was closed when not in use by a
white canopy and draper;?. Under these trying conditions he continued for
over a year, ministering to his flooks Although Galtier, chivalrously enough,
depicts Mrs, Campbell as a "good Chrisgtian wife," it is probable that she
provided ome of the reascna for his leaving the hougehold, An entry in

Taliaferro's jowrnal notes that Campbell "drinks at times more than he ought

¥ % # lrs, Campbell + + & Z has a temper which 7 is violent when roused."

It is recorded that on at least one occasion she gave her husband ™a blow which

felled him," This atmosphere could hardly have been conducive to priestly
mediﬁatio:?.

Galtier attempbed to serve all of his far«flung cougregation as ably
a8 time and limited travel facilities would permit. In Aupust 1840 he visited
a mumber of families who had recently settled near St, Croix Lake, Upon his
return he became desperately i1l with "bilious fever and the ague." He relates
that he "ecould not have recovered, if it had not been for the skill of Docter
Turner, and the continved and kind attention of his good lady « o o+ If my
body was truly prostrated by sickness, my spirit was still more depressed, I
was panting after a priest, but none was around me, the mearest being 300 miles
digbantl Tn that trying distress, God, in his infinite merey, send Zréngf
me & visilor, one like that of an angel, the Rt, Rd, Bishop Deforbin Janson
of Naney F [rance] heard of my siclmess, @&s scon as he alirhted from the boat
e s o he came, heard my confession, gave me words of consolation and comfort,

44,
and soon after departed leaving me with his blessings « « "

42, Rev, L, Galtier, Vole 1, Hos £, JUly 1018, Ds 100
43, Taeliaferrc, Journal, July 28, 1839, Taliaferro (Lawrence) Papers, iiss,

Division, Minnesota Historical Society.
44, L. Galtier %o Rt. Reve Thomas L. Grace, ,Acta Et Diote, July 1918, p. 186.
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During his illness Galtier devoted his thoughts %o the location of
a much needed permenent chapel, Lventually, with considerable foresight, he
chose the little, nameless downriver community which had been formed by what
he termed the "painful eircumstance" of the expulsiom, It was easy to reach
from St. Pebter's and was the nearest point, ocutside the reservation, %o the

45,
head of transportation on the Mississippi.

Benjamin Gervais and Vital Guerin, both devout men, donated sufficlent
4G,
lend for a church, a4 garden and a small graveyard, Isasc la Bissomniere also

offered a plot of grownd bub, since it was inconveniently located, his donation
47,
wag declined with thankse
Construction of the ehapel began in October 1841, The gite selected

was thinly covered with red end white oak and was backed by tamarack swampe

Logs were cut on the spot, The tamarack furnished rafters and roof pieces.

Barkecovered slabs, donated by e Stillwabter lunberman, brought by steamboat
and drawn up from the river by ropes, were used for roofing, flooring and
benchese

The work, dome by volunbteer labor, was completed within a few days,
and the estimeted total cost was less than sixty-five dollars, The finishing
was rough due to lack of toolsy logs were poorly cut, having been hewn with
no more pracise instrument than a broad axe, and the whole structure was fitted
T YolTonn, s Moy Church Founders of the Northwest, Pe 10Ce
46, Tveland. Reve JoFn, TWEmeI¥ o7 TucTan Ualtier,” De 227,

47, Gauthier, George W., "Reminiscences of Early Days," Gauthicr (George We)
Papers, Mss, Division, Minnesota Historical Society.
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together with wooden pins, The completed chapel was approximately twentyefive
feet long and eighteen feet wide, There was a single window on each side and
an entrance facing the river. A simple wooden cross was raised over the whigs.
On November 1, 1841, a ccngregation of about a dozen, most of whom
had helped in the congtruction, gathered to witners the comsecration of the
rude, new "basilica," which reminded Geltier of the "stables of Bethlehem o o
as well adapted to the uses of piety as any church in the worig:" In serving
the uses of piety the tiny chapel became the rock upon which gathered the
beginnings of a city.
8t. Peter's had not yet been remamed lMendota end, since the "name
of Paul is generally connscted with that of Peter," and the pentiles were
well ropresented in the new place in the perscns of the Indians," Galtier
dedicated the new chapel to the Apostle Paul, "Henceforth we could eall him

our protector and for apostolic life could I desire for a better pattern?

Cum infirmor tum potent} (Wow I am weak, then I em strong), St. Paul, as applied

to a town or city, was well appreciated, the monosyllable in short, sounds goed,
it is understood by all christian denmominations," Galtier added, In a vein

of rhilosophy, not without humor, he refers to the "new basilioca" as "smaller

indeed than that of St, Paul at Rome # #* # but in this, as well as in the
60,
other, good hearts ocould expand without limits.," The log building with the

eross was almost the only landmark of the commnity, and people in the traffic
began to eall the place St. Paul's Landing, It soom became knowm simply as

Ste Paults,

48, lMeoNulty, Ambrose, "The Chapel of St, Paul and the Beginnings of the
Catholic Church in Minnesota,"™ p. 235.

49, 1Ireland, Rev, John, "lMemoir of Lucian Galtier," p, 227,

50, Reve Lo Galtier, to Rt, Rev. Thomas L. Grace, Bishop of St. Paul,
Prairie du Chien, Jan. 14, 1864,
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Father Augustin Ravoux, who had accompanied CGaltier from France,
arrived at St. Peter's in 1841 and remained a few days with his friend, He
visited some small sebttlememts in the region and spent some time among the
Indiens at Chaska, & small trading station. He came to S5t, Peter's again a
year later, and this time remained in charge of the migsion while Galtier
visited Catholies at Lake Pepin and on the Chippewa rivers.l. Ravoux's services
to his church were nearly brought %o a tragic conclusion when, oune evening,

he was awakened from a sound sleep by an alarming erashe The main beam of

geltierts little house had cracked. Although the building collapsed Ravoux

menaged to escape without serious injury. Upon Galtier's reburn Ravoux departed

for Chaska, where he planned to establish a pormanent mission among the Indians.

caltier now found it necessary to move from the fort side, where he
had taken up residence, to St Peteris. Je Bs Paribault offered him a small
house which he arranged to use temporarily as living quarters and a makeshift
chapel, Using this as a headquarters he visited 5G. Paul regularly and made
more freguent trips to the settlements along the St. Croix river, He soomn
found it inappropriate that the gmaller, and at that time less important,
commmity of St. Paul should have & chapel while 5t. Feter's had none, Lumber
wes secured in Chippewa Falls and, on the gsecond of October, 1842, work began
on the first chureh to be built in 5%, Peter's, On the 29th of the same month
the bell of the new chapel was blesse?lf.

Ble BDibley, He Hey Teniniscences of Barly Pays in Tiinnesota," Minnesota

History Colleetions, Vol. 2, St, Faul, 1880, p. 242.
524 ﬁoﬂﬁ?x, W, M., Church Founders of the Northwest, ppe 156«159,
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It is apparent from Galtier's description of a Christmas celebration
in 1848 that he felt his work was bearing fruit, "As usual I celebrated mass
« « o before the Holy Sacrifice begean, all seats wore taken, and it was
with difficulty that ome could make his way through the midst of the crowd,
officers, soldiers, Protestant gentlemen of the vieinity, and a great number
of Catholic Canadians from St, Croix, Lake Pepin, St. “aul, end the Falls
of St, Anthony were present at the ceremony, Some musicians had come from
the Falls of St. Croix, about sixbty miles from 8%, Peter's, to add to the
festive spirit of the celebrations The sanctuary was lighted with a great
number of candles, which gave a charmingly radiant light; it was heightened
by the draperies . s+ « and a garland of greens, in the form of a triumphal
arch, which extended from the entrance of the sanctuary to the communion
teble. In the center hung a chandelier surmounted by twelve tapers representing
the twelve apostles, On one side in the front row were the musicians with their
instrumentss on the other the children who were making their first coﬁmmion,
each holding & lighted candle and wearing a white veil, Everyone peid good
attention and derived much benefit., The singing began at half past eleven
and did not stop « « « %the nmumber of commmicants was very satisfactorye.
I had three who came thirty miles in order to have the blessing of approaching
the holy banquet. The feast was beautiful and made us forget the many difficulties,

53
getbacks, and sorrows experienced everywhere,"

e

A goodly numbdy of settlers had/,/ by this time, 't;ﬁke:’{' up residénce on

\ S
the site of St Pauls hel LeClairs'was among the\first. louSseau settled

on the point of the bIWPF, \Among ctheks whom Edmund Biisette recalls in early

B%. "Bome Darly Galtier Lotters," Minnesota liscory, vols 19, No, 2, Jume
1938, p. 191,
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A goodly number of settlers had, by this %ime, taken up residence on
the site of 8%, Paul, Michel leClaire was among the first. MNousseau settled
on the point of the bluffs Among others whom Edmund Brisatte recalls in
early 8t, Paul are Antoine LeCount end his wife, Francis Battiset (who has

the wsavory distinetion of being the first in St. Paul %o be arrested for

rape ), Joseph and Isaac LaBissoniere, Charetto, Cornoyer, Gammel and Bazille.

There were usually fewer women than men on the frontier and because of this
it is probable that the Ferry family of six daughters was made welcome in
Ste Paul by the eligible bachelors. Fanny married lousseau, Rose married
James R, Clewett, Adele married Guerin, Josephine married Cornoyer, and Anne
Jene, at the age of fifteen, was wed to Bazille.

The FrencheCenadians, who made up the larger share of St. Paul's early
population, burdened by overemuch hardship in the past, now tried to recreate
the life which they remembered from their mative land. When Vital Guerin
marriéd Adele Perry, & party of friemds accompanied them to St. Feter's for
the ceremony and on their return Benjemin Gervais opened his cottage to the
whole settlememt, There was dancing, music and, one suspects, a plentitude
of refresiments, Denny Cherrier "fiddled that night until he was exhausggé.“
The flavor of the settlers' lives is almost completely summed up in a few
gentences written by Edmund Brisette, "In the year 1843 Indian Summer lasted
wntil Christmas « 1 dug pobtatoes until nmear Jan. 1. TVolves and foxes plenty.

55,
Dances frequent. Pork 8 a barrel,"

BZ., William Je Fletoher, TA History of the Civy of 06, raul, and County of
Rmsey ," Pe 106,
"Reminiscences of Bdmmd Brisetbe,™ Williams (John Fletcher) Papers, Mss,
Division, Minnesota Historieal Soclety,
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Geltier was never in full sympathy with the settlers' attempts to
rolieve the dvabness of their livess During his last months at 5%, Peterts
he was in despair = believing that his work promised no pormament resulbs
He wrote to Blshop Loras on January 6, 18443 "A large nwber of soldiers
have beoo-e members of the temprrence socletyy bubt to offset that good,

gince a few days before Christmas there have been sntuma]ian orgles, or

drinking bouts, almost conbinucusly, particularly on the St, Faul side,
Tomorrow I expect to threaten them with Cod's anger, if they do mot return
to thelr duby. A priest is absolutely necessary at that place, Nonseipgnewr
gan assure himself of 4hat by the details already given," Galtier even
declared himgelf as not smxious to have charpge of these men any longer.
"otherwise I must always be among them," he reagoned, “studying them end
sltering them by the grace of Cods But the work is hard « it would be
engiey to work a mirecle end raise the dead than to convert drunkards,
But ome oannot always choose, and one must endure oppnﬂi.tiﬂtfi?: Soon after
writing this letter Caltier tmawveled to take wp his new eppointment,

Father Augustin Revoux now returned, He states his dubies very
simply, "After the departure of Father caltier from Mendota (S5t. Peter's),
I had wmder my charge his mlssiony viss Mendoba, Gte Paul, Lake Pepin,
Lake Sty Croix end the surrowmding -ﬂawiebg':' Ravoux at first planmmed to
remain at this mission temporarily, only wntil Loras mipght send another priest
from Dubuque, loras, as alvays, had move demands made upoun him than he could

50e
£411, end Ravoux found it neceasary to remainm on indefinitely,

TOe TV, Luclan caltier To nishop NEthies Loras, Jenuary 0, 1044, Galtier
Rove lucien Papers, Mss, Division, Minmesota Historisal Soolety,

b7« Rove As T?avwm, V‘ Oe to EQ e Sibley, DeC s 15. 1366' 35."\')10}' (II. H.)
rapers, Mss. Divisionm, Mumesobta Historieal Soclety.
?ﬁr&w, Je Flotoher, "A History of the City of St. Paul, end the
county of Ramseyff pe 115,
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J

Then Galtier deperbed on the 25th of Vay, 1844, he felt that his
misgion ab Sty Peter's and 5t, Paul was a "yet bayren Ciold" but he noted
59
that he 1left it "noither without regret nor without friends,® His devotion

and saerifice had opemed the "barren f£ield" to the seeds of olvilisation.

. ymg not immediately epperent, it became so during his lifetime,

July 11}18 P. 109.

end of chapter two




87. PAUL'S HUNDRED YEARS

the blography of a city

chapter three

"* ATHER LOVED A NEW COUNTRTY

beginnings of social organization.

harlan R. erippen

angustét 1940




chapter three
"FATHER LOVED A NEW COUNTRY"

Beginnings of Sociel @rganization

There was Hothing rexciting about; th¢: slow gathering of settlers
on the bluffs abgn the Mississippi, the gradual making of a road from
the river by uh&#u and sledge, the imperceptible increase in num-
ber of boats bound up and stopping more often. There were few grave
or momentous events -~ nothing dbut the children noisy in the first
school, nothing but & few men celebrating the opening of Henry Jackson's
tavern by drinking shiskey from the three spigots in the kitchen, nothing
but the sound of axes shaping out the logs. They came and settled down,
they measured and marked the land, claimed it and named it. They said
they had a town and they thought it might go.

In 1840 the irregular steamboats simply passed the little
huddle of shacks on the way to Fort fhelling with military supplies.
Idly the inhabitants would watch the brightly painted vessels as they
passed around the bend and out of sight. Once in a while a boat stop-
ped, unloaded a few barrels and went on, but not often. Usually the
full-throated whistles only sounded a greeting to the watchers on the
osk-govered plateau and fringe of hills rising away from the river.

On the evening of June 9, 1842). steamboat pulled up at the

foot of what is now Jackson Street and a ghostly plume of smoke rose from

the opened whistle. Henry Jackson and his wife Angeline alighted on the




(2)

darkening ghore. Above them, on the rise of hills, lights flickered

in a few windows. In one of these lighted cabins, the always hospitable

\“‘-\,rl’om home, the gouple found shelter for the night.

In the next few days Jackson rented a cabin near the water-
front, where he remained until hie own cabin was built on a two-acre
plot purchased from Ben Gervais. Here he put in a stock of goods and

i

opened a combination gtore and tavern which was soon much favored by
yoyageurs and fur tndcr: Jackson had failed as a merchant in Galena,
Illineis, but this new venture, im partnership with an Indian trader,
William Hartshorn, who remained down river until the next year, seemed
to have more promise of luoco::

There were only two other settlers of record during that
year. It cannot be said that they arrived, rather they drifted in from
the Fort. The first was Sergeant Richard W. Mortimer, who purchased
eighty acres from Joseph Rondeau and built a fine house for his wife,
finishing the structure just in time to die in it of delirium tremens in
Jmary) 1842. stnnulaua’gglangki. the second, purchased a claim and
cabin between Phalen's Creek and Trout Brook. Bolan!kl's only claim
upon history is that his fourth wife, Anne, poisoned him on March 12,
1085.

In 1843 nearly twenty settlers came, among them Alexander
Mege, James W. Simpson, William Hartshorn, A. L. Larpenteur and Scott
ca-p'bolg: John R. Irvine, his wife Nancy and their children, came up

the river from Prairie du Chien on the steamer Otter, arriving in St.

1. DMoss, Henry L., "Biographic Notes of 0ld Settlers,” Minn. History
Collections, Vol. 9, St. Paul, 1901, Page 144.
Andreas, A.T., Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minnesota,
published by the author, Chicago, 1874, Page 264.
Neill, E.D., History of Ramsey Cgunty, North Star Publishing Company,
Minneapolis, 1881. Page 84.
Dally Piloneer and Demograt, March 24, 1860
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Paul on August 3, 1843.. Irvine's dsughter Mary afterwards described
the settlement which they found. "There was only ome street in St.
Paul, if street it could be called... now known as Third Street. There
were but few buildings on the street.. In one of them lived a man by
the name of Scott Campbell - who was a frenchman from Paris, in splte
of his Scotch name - He spoke excellent French and was extremely gentle-
manly in appearance. He had an Indian wife and a family of half-breed
chlldran?'.'

James Simpson opened a store, as did Ipvine in partmership
with Alexander Mege- Supplies for the stores, which now mumbered three,
ware hmud;nt up from the river landing on a rough, steep voad. A
forked tree with a bdoard across the end served as a sledge, which was
drawn by Vital Guerin's team of oxen. A barrel of either whiskey or

LG {'L vl.-\ a

flour, the two lasdédg commodities, was the load limit for this convey-
mo? Whiskey was considered a staple by all storekespers of the per-
iod. 5

The Jackson store was so exceedingly short of supplies by
the first part of September that it could not fill the needs of the
Indians who came to trade. By the middle of the month several hundred
Indians had gathered to wait for the shipment which was sald to be com-
ing up the river. Auguste Larpenteur, acting as a slerk for Mr.
Hartshorn, arrived on the Otter on September 15, lm)and was graetatfl‘

“hAN

by a whoop of welcome from the assembled Sioux and Chippewa. TWith.his

on the steamer were a large shipment of merchandise and 2 number of

5. Nelll, History of Rams unty, Page 185.
6. "“Reminiscene of lrs. iﬁ% lrv;ne Fuller," Fuller &Ai\_‘_-f_ly Abbe, and

Family) Papers, Mas. Division, Minn. Historic clety.

7. Larpenteur, Auguste L., "Recollections of the City People of St.
Paul, 1843-1848." Minn. History Collections, Vol.9,St.Paul, 1901,
Page 378.
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horses- Days of brisk business followed. The trade with the Indians was,
no doubt, more important to the early merchants than was the yet limited
La3 Weki
One of the 1843 settlers has left a detailed description
of the village and its 1ife, "When Mother saw ... St. Paul ... she did
not like it at all. She thought it was much more lonesome than the
pineries. ©She begged to go bagk, dut father loved a new country. On
landing, we climbed a steep path. We found only six houses there. One
was Jackson's. He kept a store in part of it. In the kitchen he had 3
barrels of liquor with spigots in them. The Jackson's were very kind and
allowed us to live in their warshouse which was about half way down the
bluff. We only slept there nights for we were afraid to cook in a place
with powder stored in it.... so we coooked outside... Our house was made
of logs hewed flat with a broadaxe. My father was a wonder at hewing...
Some men marked where they were to hew but father had such a good eye
that he could hew straight without a mark. The cracks were filled with
blus clay. For windows, we had 'chinkins' of wood. Our bark roof was

made by laying one piece of bark over another, kind of like shingles.

Our floor was of puncheons. [Heavy wooden slabs/ This was much better

than the bark floors, which many people had ... We had splint bottom
chairs made out of hickory and drooms made by splitting it fine... Bears
and wolves were very plentiful. We had a summer outdoor kitchen where
we kept a barrel of pork. One night a bear got in there and made such
an awful noise that we thought the Indians were on a rampage. We often

saw timber wolves about the house... In the spring when the wheat was

8. Hartsough, Mildred, The Twin Citles as a Metropolitan Market,University
of Minn. Press, Minneapolis, 1925, pp. 28-29

9. Andreas, A. T., Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minresota,
Page 259.
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sprouting, the wild ducks and geese would 1ight in the field and pull
it all up. They would seize the little sprouts and jerk the seed up.
They came by battalions. I have seen the ﬂoh"ls covered with them
They made a terrible noise when rising in the air. I have seen the
sun darkened by countless myriads of pigeons coming in the spring. We
had one wild pair of unbroken steers and a yoke of old staid oxen The
only way father could drive the steers was to tie ropes on their horns
and then jump in the wagon and let them nul;o"

During the winter of 1843, Henry Jackson received an ap-

pointment from Governor Dodge of Wisconsin as /ultico of thoﬁmo.

thus becoming the first officer of the law within the village. Until
that time Henry H. Sibley of the American Fur Company had had jurisdie-
tion over land west of the Mississippi; while Joseph R. Brown, a trader
on Grey Cloud Island, twelve miles below S5t. Paul, had exercised
authority east of the rivo::]." Although Brown had legal jurisdiction
over St. Paul, actually he had shared the responsibility with Sibley
until Jackson's appointment. Jackson mas notified of his appointment,
but the actual authoriszation was delayed. In the meantime a young couple
appeared before the Justice of Feace to bde married. The problem was
solved in a way typical of the man and the settlement. Jackson perform-
ed the ceremony, telling the newlyweds to "go their way and be happy"
and to come back for the legal ceremony when he received his papo:f:
Another wedding was performed during that winter. A Mr.

Furnell, who had come from the pinpries of Wisconsin, was married to a

10. MNorris, Lucy L. W., 0Old Rail Fence Corners, Page 16 - 21.

11. Muller, Alix J., History of the Folice and Fire Departments Of The
Twin csun. American land & Title Assoclation, St. Paul and
Minneapolis, 1889, pp 19-24.

12. DMoss, Henry L., "Biographic Notes of Old Settlers," Page 146.
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girl named Carcline on Jamuary 1, 1844. The day was exceptionally cold.
None of the wedding guests arrived except Jackson who managed to meke the
short journey on horseback. The wedding dinner was, by nscessity, re-
stricted to Minnesota products - fish, cranberry sauce, bread and butter.

Jackson's task of enforecing the law was relatively simple.
The settlers, for all their roughness and occasional drinking sprees,
were a peaceable lot.- The Indians usually confined themselves to at-
tacks upon one another. Attacks on whites were usually unplanned, drunken
outbursts and in no case had serious effect. At one time an intoxicated
squaw, having been refused food, bdroke a window of Vital Guerin's cabin.
Her screams when Guerin removed her from the property brought some war-
riors to her aid. Two arrows followed Guerin's retreat into the house.
While his wife and children gcrambled under the bed, he seized an axe
with which to defend himself. Fortunately a sober Indian called his fel-
lows off and enabled the Guerin family to escape. The Indians returned
later and shot a few arrows at the cows. The incident was closed.

The only major outbreak among the Indians nearby was a
Chippewa attack on the Sioux village of Kaposia, delow St. Paul, in 1842.
At least twenty-eight lives were lost in this encounter, and the sound
of firearms was plainly heard in the St. Paul gettlement. It was rumore
ed that the Sioux chief, Little Crow, was angry with the whites because
of their failure to warn him of the impending attack, and as a result
fifteen families took refuge on one of the islands in the Mississippi
and spent a night "in great Alaf::" But there was no serious trouble
afterwards. One man was fired on for refusing to ferry a party of Indians

across the river. For the moet part the Indlans got along well with the

13. ©Neill, E. D., History of Ramsey County. pp. 183-184.
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white settlers. The occasional "hostile” was kept in check by the
soldiers from the Fort, important looking im dark blue uniforms with
*lots of brass buttonn.:t;:ore usually in or near the settlement. Wan-
dering Indians, the ones who caused trouble, feared soldlers and would
run from thol:.

Although the obligations of his office were light, Jackson
does not seem to have convinced everyone of his ability as a guardian
of the law. William R. Brown, on November 11, 1845, rocordo‘d‘ in his
Jomrait s Plieuing ewments. “oday Wi peinla Degli be Salk epuly -
of resisting the administration of Justice by Henry Jackson of St. Paul;
he seems to pay no regard whatever to the Sanctity of Oaths or the obli-
gation of hig Office. So much sc that the people talk of declareing
[#1c] that we in St. Oroix have worse than no law." As an example of
Jackgon's delinquencies, Brown cited, on November 29, a case which sug~
gests that he may have had reason for personel feeling against Jackson.
“Haskell and myself called up to St. Pauls %o Council Jacob Faulstrom
[Talstron] in suit of Forcidle Entry & Detalner brot againmst him by
Biward Worth. This case was tryed by a jury of 12 men as the lLaw di-
rects, & I believe had Justice Jackson not so mystified the subject &
showed the grossest partiality by misconctruing the law & over ruling
every motion made by the defendant we should have got a Verdict in favor

1s.
of Falstrom. In this case the jury gave a verdiet for Worth...."

The steamboats coming n%trinr increased in number each year

and by 1844 there were enough so that Philander Prescott at Fort Snelling

began to record their comings and goings. Most of these boats did not

14. Morrie, 0ld Rall Fence Comers, Page 19.

\(15. Journal 1845-1846, Brown 1lliam B.) Papers, Mss. Division,
\~__ Mimnesota Historical Scciety, not numbered.
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stop at the settlement below the Fort.

"1844 - 41 arrivals. Otter, Harris, first boat, April 6th.
Geese and ducks flying March Bth Iinai.q;ppi cpened March 20th; closed
November 23rd.

"1845 - 48 arrivals. Otter, Harris, first boat, April Gth...
Migsissippl cloged 26th November. Coldest day Fedb. 19th, 18 degrees be-

16.
low gero.®

cﬁarlu ‘Bazille and Ceptain louis Robert were the most im-

portant of the five or six additions to the population inm 1844. ‘ Bagille,
a carpenter, erected the first frame dwelling. He alsc duilt a small
grist and lumber mill, which falled because the "logs did not come down
and the wheat did not come g:'

In 1845 Charles Rouleau, a gooper, and Joseph Monteur, a
blacksmith, came to St. Paul. L. H. La Roche erected a log tavern which
was later known as the St. Paul Hi:;o.

By general consent Jackson acted as postmaster of the vil-
lage. Since Jackson's store was the cemter of socisl 1life, steamboat
captains found it a logical place to drop the mall. Upon demand for a
more regular and satisfactory service, in the form of a petition from
the settlers, the U. S. Fost Office Department on April 7, 1846 raised
St. Paul to the dignity of a postoffice town. William R. Brown reports
that "H. Jackson Esq-" was sworn in by him on May 20, 181.:. Jackson
outfitted his store with a crude box with initialed pigeon-holes to mark

the official status of his new office. 8St. Paul's Poet Office was the

16. Minnesota Pioneer (St. Paul) December 19, 1850 also see
Chro e & ster (8t. Paul) Jamuary 26, 1850
17. Newson, T.M., Pen Plctures of St. Paul and Bio hical Sketched of
0ld Settlers, Fub. by the author, St. Paul, 1886. pp. 43-45.
18. 1Ivid., pp. 47-48
19. Journal 1845-1846, Brown (William R.?) Papers.
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. JJ <4 ' fourth in the entire Territory of Wisconsin, which at that time included

) V00" $t. Paml, and receipts for the first year reached ths magnificent total
\ " _ 20.
';;,Efof $14.70. Jackson's place of business was described at this time as

"a log building, one story high with store and postoffice in the east
end, a dining room in the west end, with small, low sleeping rooms in
the rear.” The bullding was of tamargck poles and roofed with birech-
bark. On the cutside of one wall was a chimney "a la Virginia.® The

whole oscupled 2 "romantic slevation, on top of a precipitous dluff and
21.
comnanded & magnificent view of the Migsissippil River and valley.®

In 1846 the first boat to come up the river was the Iynx,
under Csptain Atkinson. The Lynx arrived on March 31, the earliest
ascent on record to that time. This early arrival seemed to presage a
good year, but low water eut the total arrivals for the year to twenty-
four -~ a fifty percent decrease from the previous y:f' §¢. Paul's
settlors were not unduly depressed, however; for the first time, incom~
ing boats made St. Paul their most important stopping place on the upper
river. This was the first acknowledgement of St. Paul's overwhelmingly
favorable position for river transportatl.s:: The boats brought about
eleven additlons to the population during the year, among them James

MoBoal, Thomas S. Odell, illdam E. Randall and Josl .

The Reverend Thomas Smith Willismeon, "a man of intense

but simple piety," was assigned to missionary work among the Indians

Moss, Henry L., "Bio hic Notes of Old Settlers.," Page 145.
Obituary Record of lrs. Henry Jackson, St. Croix Valley 0ld Settlers
Assoclation, Mss. Division. Minnesota Historical Soclety.
Chronicle and Register, (St. Paul), January 26. 1850.°
+ ' Hartgough, Mildred L., Twin Cities as a Hetropolitan Market, pp.22-23
Neill, E.D., Higtory of Ramsey quntyi sge 1
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of Kaposia in 1846. He had arrived at Fort Smelling in 1835 and since
that time had deen in charge of a mission at Lac qui Parlfl On occas-
ionel Sundsyes Williamson wes called upon to preach a sermom for the bene-
fit of the Protestants of St. Paul. These gservices were held at Henry
Jackson's estadblishment, where Raverondi Hurlburt, an itinerant Methodlst
missionary, had conducted the first Pro'éatant religicus service in the
village two years 'bo!o‘ra?.

¥illiamson was shocked at the lack of educational facili-
ties in St. Peul and made inquiries as to the prospect of organizing
= -cbﬁ: He then addressed a letter to ex-Govermor William Slade of
hrngnt. corresponding secretary and gemeral agent for the National
Populer Bducation Soclety. "This villege has five stores, as they sall
them, at all of which intixocating drinks constitute a part, and I sup-
pose & principal part of what they sell... I have bean grieved to see

g0 many children growing up eatirely ignorant of God, and unable %o

reed His Word, with no ome to teach them. Unless your Soclety can send
(2]

them a teagher, there seems to be little prospect of thelr having one

for several years... I suppose a good female teacher can do more to
promote the cause of education and true religion, than a man... I sup~-
pose she might have twelve or fifteem scholars $o begin with, and, if she
ghould have good talent for wimning the affections of children, (and one
who has not ghould not come,) after a few months, she would hove as many
28 she could attend to. One women told me she had four children she wish-
ed to send toc school, and that she would give boarding and a room in her
house t0 a good female teacher, for the tuition of her children. A

25. PFolwell, W.W.,-A History of Minmesota, Vol. 1, pp.189,192,199-202.
26a. Williams, J. tchey, "Higtory of St. Paul", Page 148.
26. Pioneer & Democrat (St. Paul,§ May 1, 1656.
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teacher for this place should love the Saviour, and for His sake be willing
$o forego, not only many of the privileges and elegances of New England
towns, but some of the neatness also. She should be entirely free from
prejudice on account of color, for among her scholars she might find not
only English, French and Swiss, but Sioux and Chippewa... A teacher com-
ing should bring books with her sufficient to begin & school, as there is
no bookstore within three hundred -ilafT'

Through the influence of a sister of Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Mise Harriet E. Bishop of Albany, N. Y. was secured for the post. Miss
Bishop was described as "an ardent member of the Baptist Chureh... with
considerable missionary -pirli?; On July 16, 1847 ghe arrived at
Kaposia, a few miles bDelow St. Paul, on the steamer _A_m?" After remain-
ing at the Sioux village for two days, consulting Dr. Williamson, she
proceeded to St. Paul in a cance. "A gheerless prospect" summed up Miss
Dishop's first impression of her new home. "“Scattered here and there,

were some half dozen degayed and decaying log hovels, chinked with mud,

and in every way of the mlt appearance, evimeing the lack of tests

and ambition of the cccupants. They were low French and half-breeds, and
repudiated the forms and conventionalities of the world, of which they
knew comparatively nothing.® This is an unfair and inaccurate descrip-
tion of the settlement, dut it is possidle that it seemed all too true
to this New Angland woman, fresh from the sheltered life of a young
ladies' Pinishing scho:g: The fact that she was a strong advocate of
temperance and held an unfortfunate bias against Catholice served to in-

crease her apprehemsions as to the moral tone of her surroundings.

27. Williams, J. Fletcher, "A History of the City of St.Paul and The County

of Ramsey, Minn. History Collectioms, Vol.IV, St.Paul,1876.-pp.162-163
Ibid. Page 169.
Moss, Henry L., "Biographic Notes of 0ld Settlers.” Page 157.
Bishop, Harriet E., Floral Home or First Years of Minmnesota, 8. C.

Griges & Co., Chicago, 1857, Page 47.
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Mys. J. R. Irvine took the new teacher into her home, which

was the only dwelling "of respectable sise, composed of three rooms and
7o g g Byshop immediately srranged to hold Sunday school
classes in the vacant log cabin which had been previously occupied by
Scott Campbell. The response to the school was not immediate; the first
weekly gession on July 25 was attended by only seven scholars, of which
four were mixed-bloods. However, three weeks later, the mumber of pupils
in weekly attendance had rigen to twenty-five.

Whatever may have been Miss Bishop's temperamental shortcom-
ings, it must be said that only her perseverance and willingness to endure
difficulty continued the school in operation. Not the least of her
troubles was the school bullding itself, "a little log hovel, covered
with bark, and chinked with mud... On three sides of the interior... pegs
were driven into the logs, upon which boards were laid for seats... A
rickety cross-legged table in the center, and a hen's nest in one cormer
....32. As soon as the autumm chill came into the air the teacher walked
nearly a mile to make a fire before the scholars arrived. During the
winter it became an impossible task to keep the place warm. The energetic
and irrepressible Miss Byshop ascordingly decided that a new schoolhouse

for that purpose
was needed, and she organized/a ladies sewing society, The St. Paul
Circle of Industry. The group of eight, including lMrs. Jacodb Bass, a
newcomer, lMrs. Jackson and Mrs. Irvine, raised money through needlework
$0 make the first payment on lumber for the \mi.ld?:;. The new school,
designed to be used for all public purposes, was completed im August
1848. By 1849 two other Protestant denominations, the Presbyterians

and Methodists, had set up Sunday schools, and another teacher, also

31. Pioneer Democrat Weekly, St. Paul, April 28, 1859.
32. Bishop, Harriet E., Floral Home, Pages 87-88.
33. St Paul Daily News, September 21, 1919.
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under the sponsorship of the National Popular Bducation Soclety, arrived
34.
to agsist Miss Bishop, who by that time had some seventy-five pupils.

The year 1847 bdrought subdbstantial and needed citizens to
the commmity. Simon P. Folgom arrived in July and bought the small
building owned by hn:scho. Jacod W. Bass, who arrived a month later,
leased the building for ten dollars and made some improvements before
opening it as the St. Paul House. Dr. John J. Dewey took up residence
in the wvillage in July. Until that time the settlement had been entire-
ly dependent upon Fort Snelling for medical services. Dewey opened a

Canloan
drug store in the duilding used by Charles Cavalier as a harness shop.
‘Sbor‘tr;y aftervards the two entered partnership as the firm of Dewey and
s o, druggists. This was the first drugstore, mot only in the
tom bud in the future Territory of Mimnesota.

Some important changes were made. Jackson and Hartshorn
dissolved thelr partnership and Hartshorn went into business for himself
until he relinquished his stock of merchandise in the spring of 1848
to a new firm, Freeman, Larpenteur and cmlpn:r: St. Paul's increasing
strategic importance was recognised by the American Fur Company when it
located a store there under the name of the St. Paul Outfit. William H.
Forbes, formerly Sidley's clerk at Mendota, was placed in ch.r:z:

The first boat up the river in 1848, the always welcome sign
that the isolating winter was over, arrived on April 7. By the close of
the geason 63 bdoats had docked at St. Paul, the highest mark recorded to

38.
that time. The organization of the Galena and Minnesota Packet Company

34. 3Baker, D.A.J.p "Early Schools of Minnesota," Minnesota History Collec-
tions, St. Paul, 1872, Page 82.

35. HNote, Minmnesota History Bulletin, V.2, No. 6, May 1918, Page 378.

36. Elfelt, Charles D., "Barly Trade and Traders in St. Paul,” Minnesota
History Collections, Veol. 9, St. Paul, 1901, P. 1885.

Moss, "Blographic Hotes of 0ld Settlers.” pp. 146-149.
38. Minnesota Ploneer, (St. Psul), December 19, 1850.
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the year before, with H. H. Sibley as one of its prime movers, had
brought the first semblance of system and regularity into the river
trade above Dnhu:gu.. The entire equipment of this company at first
consisted of the steamer Argo, designed to rum once a week between

St. Paul and Galena. The Argo sank near Wabasha in the autumm of

1847 but was soon replaced. As trade and immigration grew more bdrisk,
more sidewheelers were drawn to the upper river. Rivalry increased

and presently a competing line, the Dubugue and St. Paul Packet Company,
began opontlonl:

An overland route, connecting St. FPaul with the outside
world by land, was opened in 1848, This trail crossed into Wisconsin
at Stillwater and curved down, paralleling the river, to Galenma. It
took travelers far out of their way and had more than the usual discom-

o
fortes; bridges were few and the road was rough and almost imppssable.

o
It u-/\ltop forward, however; the ice gathering on the river did not
41. N O
' after this mean that the city was completely cut off.

LA

Meanwhile, Father Augustin-Revoux, "revered by all,” had
quietly continued the work of his church. His congregation in St.Paul
was constantly growing and he found it necessary to devote more time
to the chapel in the village. His own people wers welded more firmly
together by his humble and gympathetic manner. He had won the respect
of the Protestants due to his tolerance of their faith, a tolerance which
extended the use of the chapel to The Reverwad E. G. Gear, Chaplain of

42.
Fort Snelling, at a time when no Protestant church structure existed.

39. Baker, James H., "History of Transportation in Minnesota,"
Minnesota History Collections, Vel.®, St.Paul, 1910, p. 17.

40. Blakeley, Russell, "History of She Discovery of the Mississipri River
and the Advent of Commerce in Minnesota." Minnesota History Col-
lections, Vol.8, 8t.Paul, 1898, Page 381l.

Larsen, Arthur E., "Roads and Trails in the Minnesota Triangle, 1849-
1860," Minnesota History, Vol.II, No.4, Dec.1930, P. 388.

Edeall, Samuel Cock, "Rev. Egekiel G. Gear, Chaplain at Fgrt Smalling,*
Minnesota History Collections, Vol.l2, St.Paul, 1908, g 695. -
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It had been Ravoux's practice to give two Sunday services

in 8t. Peter's, which was then bDecoming kmown as Mendota, %o one in St.

Paul. In 1847 it was found necessary to make an addition to the chapel
which Pather Galtier had duilt. The old chapel was shingled to match
the addition. The bell of the ill-fated steamer Argo was presented to
Ravoux to be hung in the new belfry. As Mendota continued to decline

in importance, Ravoux reversed his practice and gave S5t. Paul two Sundays
to Mendota's og:

The settlers were by mow thinking in terms of permanent
homes. It wag first necessary to 'got title to the land which they occu~
ried. Auguste L. larpenteur relates that "In 1847 a few of us elubbed
together and reised a purse and sent to Prairie du Chien for Ira Brumson
to come up here and lay out a town for us. He, with his brother Benjamin
and simon P. Polsom cane Wp, and of July 24, 1847 he started to survey.

I stuck the first pin at the river's edge, - the beginning of Jackson
Street, and carried the chain and pins to the top of the hill where Third
Street beginas. Thus degan the first survey for the Cyty of St. Paulft

A government land office had been opened the year bdefore ab
the Falla of the St. Croix, and the public sale had been announced for
1848. As in other early Minnesota communities, the prospect of an open
sale, where speculators might have equal atatus with those who had set-
tled the land, caused some comsternation. Three men, Henry Hastings
Sidley, Captain Louis Robert and larpenteur, were chosen to represent

the settlers at the sale to de held on Ageust 26. The delegation was

43. McNulty, Rev. Agbrose, "The Chapel of St. Paul and the Beginnings of
the Catholic Church in Minnesota," Minnesota History Coll.,
Yol. 10, Part I, St. Paul, PP 240-241.
larpenteur to Jerard & others, undated, Larpenteur (Augusta L. and
Pamily, Mss. Division, Minnesota Historiecal Society.
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acgcompanied by 2 dozen husky trappers and traders armed with "huge
bludgeons.” Sibley sald later thet he did not kmow what might dbe
meant by this digplay of force, dut that he would not have "envied

the fate of any individual" who dared to bdid in oprosition to St.Paul's
rapreuantaﬁ::;. Evidently the guard served its purpose well, for

4%
Larpenteur reported that "everything went smoothly."

Ninety acres of the mow legally acquired land ‘was. divided
into lots and the whole was entered and recorded as the town of St.Paul
in 1848?7

Up to this time there had been only thirtsen transac-
tlons involving the ownership of land, but legal acquisition in 1848
drought 35 land transfers in that ysar alone. The earlier land deals
had been of a primitive character due to th:‘/loorhinv of ownership.
Donald McDonald had z0ld his claim hear St. Paul to Stephen Desnoyer
for a darrsl of whiszkey and two guns. One man traded his first claim
for a team, took snother claim snd again gave it up for a team. With
few excaptions the earliest settlers relinquished valuable land for
paltry sums offered by more monmey-gonscious and less naive newcomers.
Some of the later arrivals, aware of potential values, realiszed fortunes
from cheaply acquired trac:::

More important for the future than any other development

the fact that Wisconsin Territoryms becoming Wisconsin state,

Greerble, Marjorie Barstow, American Saga. Whittlesey House, New
4 York, 1939, Page 363.
. Larpenteur, Auguste L., "Recollections of the City and the People
of St. Paul," Minn. History Collectioms, Vol. §,8t. Paul, 1901,
Pp. 378-379.
Barton, E. B., City of S5t. Paul, Published by the Luther. St.Paul,
1888, Page 6.
Falrchild, Henry S., "Sketches of the Barly History of Real Estate
in St. Paul," Minnesota History Collectioms, Vol. 10, Part I,
St. Paul, , Page 418.
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leaving the land from the St. Croix to the Mississipri without organised
government. There was some hope that the lamd thus abandoned might be
organized at Minnesota Territory. The settlers felt that 1t was impodp-
tant enough, and they were awars of the advantages it would bring in
immizration and development. Outside interest id Minnesota was becoming
more and more evident. BS{dley received a letter from 2 friend inform-
ing him that a Mr. Randall of Cincinnati, member of a geological survey
erew, had press and type and wighed to lmow what opportunities for a
newapaper nro: It was believed that new enterprise would rush to the
Place if territorial government was secured.

A meeting of sixty-one leading oitizens was held in the
1little court house at Stillwater on August 26, 1848 to consider the
matter. It was resolved that a delegate should be elected to go to
Washington to press the ch!.f' A memorial asking for the organization
of a separate territory and signed by all attending the "convention" was
sent to James Polk, president of the United Stn:i;.

The scheme for the slection of a territorial delegzate to
Ogngreee was simple, if not precisely legal. The advocates of the new
territory maintained that the Territory of Wisconsin contimed to exist
in the region excluded from $ho gtate of Wisconsin, and that since most
public offices had been vacated by the procedure it was up to the
"Territory” to elect new ones. Judge John Catlin, who had been secretary

of Wisconsin territory, encougaged this bellef. Oatlin wrote on Aggust

Y
49. David lambert %o H. H. Sidley, Ageust 23, 1848, Sidley (H. H.) Papers,
Mgs. Division, Mimn. Historical Society. bl
50. Minutes of Stillwater Meeting, Augus? 26, 1848. Sibley (H. H.) Papers,
Mgs. Division, Minnesota Historical Society.
51. David Lambert to Sibley, August 28, 1848, Si'blg (H. H.) Papers,
Mgs. Division, Minnesota Historical Society.
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22, "It is the opinion of most all this way, that the government of the
territory of Wisconsin s%11l continues, although it 13 nearly inopera-
tive for want of a court and legislature." Secretary of State Bjchanan,
when comgulted on the matter, wrote that "The question is, whether the
laws ef the territory of Wisconsin still remein in force in that portion
now beyond the limits of Wisconsin I am clearly of the opinion that
these laws are gtill in force over the territory not embraced within the
limits of the stgi;.

Catlin, in his authority =s acting governor of the"Terri-
tory of Wisconsin," igsued 2 proclamation on October 9 calling for the
election of a territorial delegate on October 30. Stillwater, Marine,
St. Peul, Prescott, Sauk Rapids, Orow ¥inz and Pokegama were designated
as polling plmg:.

A great deal of official influence was brought %o bear in
Sibley's intercsts, although it was taken for granted that he would win
the election. Former Governor Doty of Wisconsin Territory and other
notables advocated the elsction of Si'bl?y: The late entrance of Henry
M. Rice, & partner of Sibley. into the race appeared at first to offer
dangerous opposition, dut Rice's vote-getting power was not strong. On
Novenmber 4. 1848 Catlin forwarded the certificate of election to Si.blf::

The first step towards independent territorial status for
Minnesota had been taken. What the future might be, the settlers did not
Inow. They hoped ~-eslllipe- for slow and steady progress. It is dowbtful

if even the most optimistic anticipated the fantastic burgeoning that the
next decade was to dring.

53. Weill, E. D., History of Ramsey Qounty, Page 189.

53. Polwell, W. W., A History of Minnesota, Volume One, Page 239.

54. J D. Doty to B H. Sibley, Sapt. 4, 1848; T. R. Potts to Sidbley,
Sept. 14, 1848; D.G.Fenton to Sjibley, October 4, 1888,

Sible¥ EH-H.llégan. Mgs. Divigion, Minn. Historical Soclety.
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Village Into Capital

REV
It is quite probable that\Father Glétier, who was not & men

to dwell on thoughts of frustration, did not overlook the lgsedy triumphs
of his work in 8%, Paul, notwithstanding the "barren fields™ to which he
referred on hig departure for Prairie du Chien. In the evaluation certain
satisfactions must have been his = some small but some of larger import,
A certain memory, one feels, must have remained long with him, the memory
of an act which was merely a matter of priestly routinegy publication of
the marriage banms of Vital Cuerinm as "those of a resident of St. Paul,”
It was no slight disbinetion to found a city, and in the eyes of a devoub
churchman it must have been an inward solacement Lo save that city from
guch an odious nmeme as Pig's Eye, and the circumstances surrounding it =
& solacement to compensate for the hardships peculiar to a wilderness,
Proud of being Ste Paul's founder Pather Glftier undoubtedly w;;.

That Galtier did not fail to appreciate Vital Guerin's generous

vA, ST

property donation, or that of B¢ dorveis, his lotters reveal,

The original Guerin claim, bounded as near as possible by the
present streets, was as followsy Begimning at the Mississippl river at
the foot of Minnesota street, and rumning northwesterly im a straight line
to the intersection of Cedar street and Central avenue (™to a basswood stump
at the foot of the bluff," the records say)s themce in a straight line
in front of the new capitol to a point on Rice street, directly in front
of the house at 353 Rice street, where Mrs, Guerin livesy thence in a
straight line %o the foot of 8t, Peter, "to the yellow sapling on the

2e
river bank,"

1. X, T.I§ Tolflman, The Church rowmders of the Nortiwest, Ds 1D0e

2e 8%t. “aul Pioncer Press, Dec, 4, 1910,
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In adiition to his gifts to the church and counby, Ouerin
gave many lots outright to friends, but of these there is no definite
record, When, however, “the now city began to look of nece:sity" » »
to the bullding of a courtheuse™ * # * “ag ugual Guerin came forward

with an offer of assistence, e gave the county, om that ocomsion,

the bloek for the Court House eit@, which was bounded by Webasha, Fourth,
Se
Fifth, and Cedar utreata.“

He remodeled a new frome house of his owm on Wabasha street,
and wnder the firm name of Ouerin & Co., opemed the firgt abstract office
in Remsoy county, "Here," to quote the Pioncer Press of the same date, "are
made the firgt title entries in the county in the books which are now the
proporty of Ramsey county, of which his nephew, W, Js Basille, is abgtract
clorky Every subseription for auy public enterprise started fyim this
abstrach office headed by the name of Vital ﬂmrﬂ.::

Guorin has been credited frequemtly with the ability o "lock
shead,” He goemed to "have a lmowledge of what the fubure would bring when
he settled on his claim, and he stuck to it « that part of it that escaped
his lavish penerosity, while his neighbors wore selling theirs for what
they congidered fabulous pricos, Peter Cervais sold the land that Guerin
had riven him, for $50,00, and thought helad made & good mmm?:

Some wellelmown 8t, ‘aul buildings which stood on the land owned
by Cuverin are -« wnder the 1910 detey the Court House and City Hall, the
St Paul Hotel, the Y. My Ce As, the old capitol, S5t. Agatha's Conservabory,
e UT. Taul rioneer Fress, DoCs 4, 1010e

4, 9%, Faul Ploneer Pross, Dec, 4, 1510,
G+ Ste Paul Ploneer Press, Decs 4, 1910,
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the Shubert Theater (mow the World), the Cathedral, St Louls church and
school, the Globe Bldgs, the Orphoun thecber, the YWew York Life office
building, the Dispateh bullding, the Frederie lotel, the First lational
benk, the Central Presbyterian chureh, 8t. Joseph's hospital, and the

Oe
publie librarys

Ste Panl's pupulnti\?z ab this time w?a made up of Fremch, mixed
CA G

A Pr” 3p - aoldoand a-A Qprar e T3
breed ,f:nout of whom had come f;c:m the ecastern sbates, French was the
secepbed language of the ammlgem, The first decade was a rather baclomrd
one, and the free habits of the voyageurs end traders, dewveloped through
years in the wilderness made it en wninhibited one, : The site, which was
doseribed as a “mixbure of forest, hills, running brooks, ravines, bogs,
lakes, whigkey, mosqguitoes, smakes and Indians," could not have been
extromely attractive, and additions %o the populatiom were slow in cming;?..

n July, 1848, Lott Moffett a men of "strong, storling principles,"

even if, as he hes sometimes beon galled, en eccentric, came to Sts Faul
from Vew York City, where he was born in 1808, Although his early education
was somewhat neglected, he could usually rise equal to an emergencys A
millwright by trade he transforred his activities to the business of woolen
memufacturer, Afbor loaming the necessary detalls he operated a mill in
the Zast, On ooming to St. Taul he bought some land on the o1d Sty Anthony

road « Imomm as Larpentewr fame

e Yrom Louls Ne CUGFIA Inverview, leDs B, 1081s Lovis and Ceorge Ouerin
are the only uurvivigg gons of Vitel and Adele,

7« Orace Flandrau, St, *aul, The Untamable Twin, in The Taming of the
FProntier (Mintm, Balch Cos, Ne Te, Pe 129,

8, William P, Murray, Rocollections of Early Territorial Days and Legislation
(innegota History Coll,, Vols 12) p. 104,

9e Te My Howson, Pen Piotures of St Faul, Mnnesota, ppe 50=40.
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Disposing of this property he decided to change hig locale,
with Aykenses the destivation, Thore he evineed his business versstility
in the mercantile field, in bridge building and in lead mining,

The following year, hovever, Lot Moffet returned o S%. Faul,
where he built and managed a hotel which was destined to beooms famous
with the years « Lott loffett's "eﬁatxa," a wnique bﬁruotur:?.

A fow momonts afber the opening of the geecnd session of the
Thirtieth Congress of the United States, on Decenber 4, 1848, Stephen A.
Douglag of Illinois gave notice to the Senate of hig intention to introduce

8 "bill to establish the Territory of Minnesota." James Wilson of New Hampshire

placed the question before the House of Representatives by asking that Henry
Hastings Sibley be recognized and seated as delegate from the Territery of
Wisconsin,

Such immediate interest seomed to faver the successful conclusion
of Sibley's migsion = the esteblishment of territorial status for Mimnmesoba.
fub the area which had beon set edrift by the admission of Wiseongin to the
Union had enomies as well as friends, The smbition of the almest wmimown
region was the bubt of jokes and ridicule in castera newspapers, Some
members of Congress oriticized the idem of forming & govermment "in a hypere
boresn region where ¢ » « 00 white men would go, wless to cut pine logee"
I+ was congidered guite possible that the proposed delegate would arrive in
Veaghington "in full Indiam cosbume 4 o o charactoristic of the rude and
semieocivilized poople who had gent him to the mpitoﬂ:'

and Jiographical Sketches,

ew Bon - v g ‘1 ﬁ
Yol. 1 1886, pe T5s

11, Vest, Nethaniel, The Ancestry, 1ife, and Times of Hon. Howry Hastings
Sibley, Ploneer Press Pub, Co., 5t. Paul, 1889, pp. 104+106,
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Bven Congressmen otherwige favorable to westward expansion
mst have had some slight twinge of doubt in the mabter. The proposed
territory bad 1little population and was poorly developed, If the Indian
frontier was to be ecngidered pormmment, and it was generally considered
8o, there wag little room for either population or developments MNost of
the new Territory would consist of wmceded Sioux lands, lecving only the
narrow wedge betwoen the 8t, Croix and Mississippl rivers for the white
men's purpoac:f.

Bibley's plea for recogmition of the legality of his election
was referred to the Committee on Fleotions, Then came delay, Gibley
hawnted the legislators, pressing his case tectfully but persistently., On
December 22 he addressed the committee, "These people have emigrated to
the remote region they now inhabit under meny disadventages « « o
They have elected a delegate with the full assurance that they have a
right so to do, and he pregents himself here for admission.” lore delay,
It was not wntil Janvary 2, 1849, that a majority report of the Comnittee
on Elections was submitted, recommending "That Hemry H. Sibley be admitted
to a seat on the floor of the house of representatives, as a delegate from
the Territory of Wiseonsin," On January 15 this report was approved by
the huuaoj.'?.

8ibley now turned his entire attention to the passape of the
measure providing for the establishment of Minnesota Territorys The Senmate

passed the bill without eontroversy, bubt in the House it becamd entangled

T T, TReRT Yoy TiETry o U eI YrotTer 1705-1093,

Houghten MA£014n Congiy, Tortor TO0T - T0L-

13, West, Nathaniel, The Ancest Iife and Timws of Hon, Htmrx Hagtings
Sihlﬂx. Pre 108«117, .
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with the slavery issues Sibley had, after shanging the proposed nawe from
Itason to Minnesota and locebing the eapitel in Bt, Faul instead of Mendota,
approved the text of Semator Douslas® bill, The House, however, woishted
the measure with amendments which, had not Sibley seoured their deletion, would
have resulbed in long delay or &ai‘bai:’ ‘
8ty Puul walted arnciously for news, The winter months had locked
the yiver in iece and the towm's only weans of commmication with the oubside
world was cut off,
The difficulty of comamication and travel ean be Judged from
an account of William P, Murray's journey to St, Fauls Murray arrived in
Dubuque in late November, 1848, " 4 & « upon the momming of Hove 20 1

bid adieu to the oity of Dubuquo 4+ & « The first day we traveled sboub

30 miles a:ﬁd put up for the night at an emigrant's cabin where notwithstanding

the rough appearance of things we found the fomates to be an intellipent
fomily of Yankees who gave us a sood supper of hot eoffes, cornbread and
venigon, and the kindly peruission of sleeping on the floor, which wes not
so bad emgidering that we were govowhat tired, Nov, 30 wo travelled some
20 miles up the Mississippl end orossed over to Prairde du Chien & & o
From this place to Black River distence 104 miles - where we arrived Deo, 4
o & o hove to our sorvow, we yealized tho painful truth that we had been
1ied %o for hore the roed ceased, This far had teams been and no further,
We would have been in a dilomma here past redemption had it not been for
the feot that almost simulbteneous with our arrivel, Capts Knowlton arrived
with a company to survey, out out, end bridge, a roagd from this point te
8te Paul &« o « Vo made an arrangement with Capt. Fnowlbon for and in

X, Vest, Hathaniel, The ANCOBLFy, Lile, end Times OF lode Henry Hastings
sihxgz, o 123-.1'25. L. s = -
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congidoration of our chaining on the road » he was %o board us through
¢ » o %o vore from Deg, 6 wbil Dec, 22 poing 106 miles samped oub
nearly every nisht, The thormometer sowe moraings 20 dogrees below Zero
= gbout twice a weck a gnow storm « + ¢ On Oaturday Doo, 22 we arrived
at Stillweter, tventy miles distant from 8ty Yaul ¢ + o The day following
we arrived at our destinmation St, Faul, in pood health and spirits . .15:
T have beon here nine days « and like the appearance of things vory much,®
Ag tho mounths passed, 84y Paulites weited with more enwiety
and less patience, Om the might of April 9 o steamboat whigtle, heard over
the booming thumder of a apring stomm, aroused the settlement, The first
beat of the geraon would surely bring news which might determine the future
of the gottloment, A orowd guthored at the landings A flave of lightning

revenled the outline of the Dr, Franklin II, and as soon as it could be

boarded 8%, Faul learned fyom Captain Blakeley that Minnesota had been &
184
torritory sinoe lMarch 8¢ The news spread lile wildfire,
The barrier which had made settlement so slow during the first

decade was out of the way. Those who had slready made their homes in the

new land felt renewcd confidence; westebound homvgeckers marked the new

territory on their maps. Before the yeer onded there was gufficlent reason
17,
for St, Paulit}és to sposk of 4he "iondorful Bvents of the Yoar 1540,"

A= 3 b L (TR Ty mmmw (Williem Pité
and Panily) Papers, Moo Dive, fimm. Tetorical Socletys

164 Shortridge, "ilsm Parter ”ha Transition of a Typleal Frontler, George
Bonte Pube Company, *&naaha, Wise 1922, ppe 69«0603 also see Murray,
William Pey ""hemllaetinna of Barly Tarri orial Days and Legislation,

Mmmesota Hiaf:o% Collections, vol. 12, St. Paul, 1008, p. 106,
17 ony . [ 8 and Bin aphical S’m’ccm:l of 01ld Settlers
of Ste Paul, 3Ce imul, OFow Vacy and ¢ $
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Gold exoitement on the California coast during the same year
drew the adventurers. The gamblers and gmunmen and miners passed !MMwnesota
by, and as & result St, Paul had less rouglmess and lawlessness thanm might
have been expected in a frontier towm. \
The crooks who ventured to the river towm were polite omes,

with methods wlike those of the highwaymen who crossed trails with the

49%rs, Ote “aul had land fsharks," lawyers with land business as a sidew

liney; momey londers who asked five per cent interest a month, with Yem

18,
per cent after m‘curi{:y) and other “digeiples of the devil."

The rising nuber of incoming settlers brought a building and
land boom, and the lemd speculators and money lenders, despite the une
popularity of their practices, were much in dememd. Soom bulldings were
springing up with such rapidity that it looked as if "the seed for a multe
itude of tenemembts had beon scattered yesterday upon a bed of guano, and
had sprouted up into ecabins and stores and sheds and werehouses, fresh from
the sawmill since the last sun shan:?:

Newspaper men were among those most strongly abtracted by the
wostward movement, ZHven when they did not themselves go to the newly opened
land, they gave support to and sought to profit by the western booms. Such
were two enterprising Ohle men, Dr, As Rendall and Jolm P, Owens, who issued
a paper in Ohlo to serve Minnesote, Its only actual comnection with the
10, Thray, VWilllam P., "Hecolleotions of BArly Territorial vays and

legislation,” Minnesota Higbory Collections, wols 12, pe 107,

19, Jeohngton, Danil O, Da, MHnNEsota Journaiism in the Territorial Period,”
minnesota History Collections, vols 10, Part 1, 5t Faul, 1908, p. 260,
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torritory was the name Mimmesota Register, some lMinnesote items written

by He He Sibley and Henry M, RBice, and several colums of St Paul, 8%ill=
water, and 5t, Authony udwrbimmmtif. The first issve of this newspaper
was dated April 27, 1840, and wms went by stesmbeat for distribution in
St. Paul,

James M, Coodhue, the first journalist to establish actual
residence in the territory, arrived in St. Paul ou the steamboat Semator
om April 18, 1849, He brought a press, type, printing apparatus and plans
for a pepers Dospite Ste Paul's need for a newspaper, the only location
that could be offered for the print shop was "opem as a comn ricks" Geodhue
wes foreed to accepby it was only with difficulty that he secured lodgings
for himself,

Although wind end rain caused some digeomfort, the first issuve

of the Mmmesota Ploncer came off the press ten days after Goodhue's arrival,

Tt hed first boen planned to christen the paper T_h_gf};ai.ctlc of Ste Fanl,
but after due consideration this title wms mjec‘bed..

Goodhue was representative of the crusading fyontier journaliste
Be slated his editorial credo in mo uncertain words, "Let an cditor slash
swmy, anything but salve, salve, selve, when the dlssecting Imife is neededs
The journal that doss nething but paddle eleng with popular opiniem, withoub
breasting the curremt of popular errore, is of no value « aone whatever,"
Goodtme's paper was veluable « by his own stendard as well as by that of

.

octherae

From lts firet iseue the Ploneer was oonsisbtent in boosbing
s s ————

1o vgoba Terribory end 5t, Faul, Remembering his own experience, the
.

Jolngton, Deniel Us U., "innesota Journalism in vhe Territorial Period,”
pe 247,

21, Veelly Plomeer and Demoorat, March 31, 1859, Johngton, Daniel 8, D.,
"Hi¥nesota Journaiism in Eﬁi Territorial Poricd," pps 2484240,
Johnson, Daniel S, B,, Mfmmesota Journalism in the Territorial Poriod,"

250,
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editor tempered his praise with a warningy "We advise settlers who are
swarming into St. Paul in such multitudes, to bring along tents and bedding,
to provide for their comfort wntil they can build housesy as it is ubterly
impossible to hire a dullding in any part of the villagey although bullders
ave at work in every direction, completing hvuaoif:

Goodhue was soon joined by other journalistss The Minnesota
Chronicle, of Whig inclination, appeared on Hay 31 with Col. James Hughes
as “editor and proprietor,"”

The Mnnegota Register, first issue of which had been published
in fhio, began publication in St, Paul on the 14th of July, It had been
wmdertaken by John P, Owens and Dr, A, Randall in paritmership, but a letter
in the firgt lssue, signed by Rendall, amnounced that his "insetiate and
unconquerable desire to see new sishts" had triumphed over hisg plan to
reside in St. Faul and that "I am consequently on my way to Calii‘orz':i‘:m"
Hathaniel Maclean, smother Ohioam, took Randall's place,

The Pioneer wag generally Demooratic while the other papers were
Whige There was hardly room for twoe Whig Jourmals in a territoery of which
1% could be said that Governor Remsey “was tEe only Vhig « « o oxoepd
the few federal officers who ceme up with hi;?:' On Aupgust 14, 1849, Owens
and Maclean absorbed their Whig rival and began publication of the lMimnnesota

Chronicle and Repister on August 25 of that year,

Alexander Ramsey, @ Femnsylvanien who had recoived the appointe

mont as first derritorial govermor, arrived in 5t, Paul on Sunday momming,
2C.
May 27, Since he had received an invitation to become the guest of Henry

7%, Wimmesota riomeer, April 28, 1040,

24, VW mmeosota Register, July 14, 1848,

26 Folwell, W, W., "Minnesota in 18483 An Imaginary Letter," Minmesota
History, vols 6, nos 1, 1926, ps 37«

26, Mmmesota Pioneer, lay 31, 1840,
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He 8ibley wntil he could find suitable quarters for himself and his wife,

the party traveled on to Mendoba, Ho remained there for nearly a month,

acquainting himself with gome of the most influential men in the verritory.
Although only 34 years old, Bamsoy was not & great deal youmger
than most of the men who were actively building the new lands The men in
charge of fur compeany affairs at Mendote had, until this time, provided the
wisest and most stable leadership for the developmomt of the fubure states
They were as far-gecing & group as Ramsey was to meet, and, although at
times fur trading was not a highly ethical business, their services to the
territory were usually beneficial and often entirely wmselfish. From these
men Remsar received his first impressions of the problems facing his dmiz:
Ramsey had no soonmer received his appointment than he was made
aware of the widegpread interest in Minnesota Territory. Ingnuiries begean
to come concerning "favorable opportunities,” although there was some
question regarding "Cholera « « & on the river from CGulena to S*b.z?’;ul."
A letter from a Boston minister reported conditions which were inereasging
eastorn interest in the territory. "There are a considerable number of
Germans in Boston who are desirous to emigrabe to the Viest, They were
employed in the different factories and workshops in our neighborhood where
their labour was well remumerated, The general stagnation of business
however o« + « has induced many to think that a settlement in the West
is preferable to hope deferred in the Bast 4 + « Their ettention has been

7. TDeon, William De, VA History of tho Uapitol nuildings of Mnnesota,

With Some Account of the Strugsles For Their Location,™ Mimmesota

Hiako% Collection, vols 12, St, Paul, 1908, p. 2. AL g
28, Je la 8, LAarils @, F’a., 4o Alexander Rmaey, Ra.mney (Alﬂmﬂder)

Papers, Mss, Division, Minmesota Historiocal Soclety, June 25, 1848,
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directed to Mimesota and it is in their behalf that I take the liberty
to address you s« « o I feel the more anxious to get proper information
from & relisble source, as it is not altogether improbable that I may be
found one day one of its ci‘bizmz:ga:“

™ late Jime, Ramsey, accompanied by a secretary and his wife

end ohild, returned to St. Faul, oecupying @ new house on St. Charles

Street, It was significent that on the trip from Mendota to St, Paul, made

in two large "bark cances,"” he was joined by Henry M, Rice, who also plamed

to live in 5%, Paul, Rice wans one of the most imporbant citizens of Nendota,
and his decision to move to St. Paul was a sign of the latter city's rising
importance end the oontinuved decline of I'&mdot:?.

The first igsue of the second newspaper in the territory,

The Mimmesota Chromicle, had grooted Ramsey on May 51 with the jubilant

statement that "We are now organiged, The wheels of povernment have commenced

rolling on, may they cemse only when time shall be no more," The Chronicle's

announcement was premature, It was not until the mext day, Jume 1, that
Remsey issued a proclamation amowncing the passage of the organic act of
the territory and egtablishing territorial gowmmnt:

Startling chanpes were wrought in both the size and appearance
of the eity in the months following Remsey's proclamation. . Steanboats so
inereased the frequency of their viasits that sixteen were counted in the
port at one time, Sixty muchwneeded carpenters entered the oity in a single
davs Trade with the white settlers, as apart from the commerce with the

S2a
Indiens, begen to assume Importance, and a demand for new types of merchandise

28, Tev, Vs Dolmidt, “oston, Go Alexander nemsey, April O, 1849, famsey
(Mexender) Papers, Msa, Division, Mimmesota Higtorical Soclety,
#mesota Chronicle, June 28, 18490,

31, Tolwell, We Wes A Nistory of Minnesota, voles 1, ps 252,

Larpenteur, Auguste L., zﬁooﬂecﬁ{ma of the City and People of
Ste Taul, 1845-1848," Minnescba History Collections, vel. 9, St. Paul,
1901, pe 579,
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was felf: The nwiber of merchants inoreased so rapidly that the Minnesota
Pioneey complained editorially, expressing the wish thet farmers come ins::;d.
Wew cuberprises offered the sltizenry articles and services
whioh would have been considered effete lwmries only a year before, Onow
and Bryent, two doors above the Americen House, sold wines, ocigars, oysters
and gardineg, DBarlier inhabitants hed been satisfied with anything labelled
ag whiskey but newcomers were now offered liquors described as choice and

34,
olds Je We Simpgon added playing cards, candies and almonds %o his usual

atoogf‘ (ne of the peneral stores listed many varieties of fabric in
addition to the ugsual ealicoes and gingham - emong them Paris Lustres,
Paramottos, Orientals, lerincs, Chemeleon silks and sat!.ng?‘ By the end
of the year the women of the settlement could atbend the S, Paul FHeir
Dressing Saloon which had been opemed by As F. Dogard, "formerly of New
Grlenniz:'

On the morning of July Fourth the people of Ste Paul were roused
by the roar of several cammon borrowed for the purpose from Fort Snelling,
After breakfast the American flag was raised on a new pine pole, During
the afternoon a crowd gathered in the shade of Remsey's Grove where Judge
Be Do Meoker delivered an address and the Declaration of Independence was
"tastofully and audibly executed™ by W, Be Fhillips, A procession them
marched to the American House where a splendid banquet was served, After
the ladies had retired from the Lenquet hall the gentlemen gave toasts to

the day. One praised "Mimmesota = yet in her swaddling clothes, but destined,

¥8. Hinnesota rloneer, August 16, L104Us
84, THnnes-ta Cﬁrom'cie, June 7, 1849,

Tnhesote chronicie, May 51, 1849,
86, Jinnesota Chromicle, May 51, 1849,

Chronicie end norister, December 22, 1849,
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l1ike her own Aurora Borealis, to be the norbhalm light of the confederacy."
This was followed by a toast to "The best gold mine « we are willing to
leave it to posterity to decide, whether it be found imbedded in the yellow
sendg of California or the black mell of Minneso:g:" The holiday roached
its climax with a display of fireworks and a ball at the American 1{23;0.
The banquet and ball had been designed to mark the formal
opening of the towm's most imposing hotel, the American House, although
it had sctually opemed for business a few days beforﬁ?. Henry M, Rice was
the prineipal owner of the hostelry, and he brought a Mrs. Parker from
Lowell, Massachusetts, to take charge of operations, Mrs., Parker was a
formidable woman, said o have been "well adapted to conduct the business
of a frontier hotel," For some obscure reason she Mm%& againgt
the proprietor and “practiced at & mark for weoks, declaring her intention
of shooting Mr, Rlce," Eventually she became more calm end had revenge
for her injury by ehanping the neme of the hotel "rom Rice Houge to the

41.

American Mouso, :

Postmastership of the booming towm passed to Jacob W, Bass on

July 6. e moved the post office to/the growmd fleor of & log bullding in
which he conducted a hotel end tavern, A front room on ths ground floor

served 'ag vogt office as woll as ni‘fioe of the ‘hotal and tavern, A front
424
roou on the ground floor served as poat office m‘: woll as office of the hotel,

ra  GdLUC2ova u:oi"isiiel' Wﬁ%@.
30, Waw York DvangoTTab, Now York, August 2, 1649, Vole XX, pe 125,
Typed srtrnsts in possesaion of Msa., Mvision, ¥Mun, Sigh, Zoc,
40, Minmesgota Chronicle, June 28, 1849,
41, Tathoart, Rebecca arshall, "A gheaf of Remembrances," Minnesota
History at)llwtim:»a, vole 15 | 8%s Faul, 1915 PDe 52

42, Sts Paul Globe, April 17, 1898,

ﬁ
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Another imporbtant arrival in 1848, coming on the same steamer
¢that brought news of the passape of the Territorial enabling act, was
the Reverend B, D, Feill , 6 Presbyterian and the first Protostant clergymmm
to sottle permsnently in 5t, Paul, His first sermens in the village were
to audiences gathered in a little brown building "recently occupled as a
crogrory.t

Neill remained in the oity for a short time and them traveled
eagt for his wife, Together they returned in July and tock up residence
at the American House, then the best hotel in the eity, Their quarters hdr
splintery unplened floors and were furnished with & bed and washsband, the
latter used by Neill as a desk on which to prepare his sermonss Mrs. Nedll

wished ¢o bring in some of her own furniture to make the place more habitable,

but the lendlady refused to allow it, seying thet thore was "no Imowing wvhere

it would stop, if one was allowed to do the like," Comstruction of a Preg=

byberian church was under way as soon as Heill could make necessary arrangé=
membse In the fall of 18490 the Neill family moved into the partially completed
churech, A bed wes placed on one side of the pulpit and a stove on the other,
It wag said that the only flaw in this arrangement was that "the bed had to
be taken dowm every Smiﬁ;}."

tn July 7, Covernor Remsoy issued a proclamation dividing the
Torritory into seven council districts end calling for the election of
legislators, Two days later an unsigned notice called a meeting for the
purpose of making nominations from the 54, Faul district. Hovever, whem
the citizens met, it was deocided on the motion of Henry M, Rice that the
$ime had been too short and that a delay of nominatioms wntil July 14

454
would be advisable,

T8 "ihe Tise and Progress of Dt, Faul,” Ute 8ul Daily Demoorat, Oct. 22, 1854,

44, Morris, Lucy Le K., 01d Rail Fence Corners, Fe I HeCullock Printing Coe,
Augtin, Minnesota, 1914, pp. 157-158,

45+ nnesota Register, August 4, 1840,




The need was felts, in 1849, by fraternal-minded cktizens, for the
organization of a Masonic Llodge in S5t. Paul. Those most interested in the
movement made apnlication to the Grand Lpdge of Ohio for a dispensation.
This was granted on August 8, 1849. In the office of C., K. Smith,~the-men-
who had been designated in the warrant as first Master , the local Lodge was

duly oreanized on Sentember 8th,
announced
Officers elected iere,as follows: W, M., C. K. Smith; S.

L]

-

Jomes H ghesi J. V., Daniel F. Brawleyi Treas., J. C. Rameey., Sec., J. A.
Altkensidei S. D., Lot Moffeti J. D., Taylor Dudleyi Tyler, ¥W. C. Wright.
ershin roll, exclusive of officers, consisted of a score

of citizene® Aaron Goodrich, John Condon, Albert Titlow, John Holland, Levi

V. Lull, Geo¥ge Egbert, Samuel H. Dent, D. B. Loomis, M. S, ¥Wil-

Sloan, C. P.
kinson, John Lumley, 4. N. Setzer, Jamee M, Boal, Charles P, Sgott, 0. H. Kelley,
Charles M erg, Villiam H., Randall, Hugh Taylor, Luther B. Bruin, Am. Mitchell.

The first meetines was held in a room in the Merchants' fotel. The

firset liason "made in St. Paul," according to J. Fletcher VWilliams, was C. P.

-~

Seotbt. J. Fletcher Williams, The Historyyof the City of St. Paul and of
5

%

-
the County of Ramsey, Minnesota, p. 235{ . Subsequent meetings, it was
L

voted, were to take »lace in the same building.
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The meeting, which was ecalled for the American House on the
46e
decided day, was the largest ever held in St Paul to that time, Ws He

Forbes and James MeBoal wore nominated for the council, while By W, Brunsen,
Henry Jackson, Ps K¢ Jolmgon and Dre Js Je Dewey wore nominated for the
houge of repmsentativgz: Av first it appeared that these nominees would
have the field to themselves, but about a week later a murber of French
eitizens mot in the home of Lovis Cheamubert and endorsed a partial opposition

48,
slate led by David Lembert, The Minnesote Chronicle was prompt with an

scousation thet the French were being misleds The editor displayed congiderw
able feeling in the matter, %"Ohl That we could sddyess the French population

among us, in their own languape, We would say to them 4 + o These assumed

magters of yours want you to vote for ir, Lambert, for the Counoil,4§gainsb
. .

James MeZoal, the mechanics?, the workingmens' and poople’s eandidate."
Flection returns were ammounced on August 1, and the Repister
reported "the jJollification of the supporters of the Peoplets Ticlket, after
the annownoement of its entire election & ¢ « Forbes, MeBoal, Bronsoem,
Dewey, Jackson and Jolmson, 'mz."a successively placed in a small sized Ygow
oart' + .« o and hauled through the gtreets by the enthusiastic orowd, ab
& speed rather prejudicial to whole necks. The vehicle finally broke down
noar our offlee ¢« « o Bub the Boys were not to be stopped in thelir rew
Jjeieingay so they carried their successful friends to t'® American Nouse

50,
. . a"e’m Fh&a"‘.‘mg took place as we soarcely ever hoard before , + f

LN A
*r'-evo{'n W ETater, Toge X, 1040,

47. Hinnesota Revin{:or, July 21, 1849,
43, Tinnesobe PLonoor July 26, "1049,

49, TTrescta Chvoaloie, July 26, 1840,
50, THnnesota hecimter, August 4, 1849,
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The swelling population seemed to assure the fubture of Ste Paul,
but at the seme time the town was faced with many new problems of varying
degrees of serioummess, The urgent need for additional lend communication
with the outside world resulted in widespread aglitation for govermment
roads and acid criticimm of exigting postal facilities,

During the year the governmemt had only provided for a weekly
mail to Stillwater, However, a passenger coach was in service to Stillwmter
every other day and the driver complained of tmr"great rush of letters"
vhich he was forced to carry without can;wenaatiorij:. In early August the
Pioneer petitioned the Federal government for tri-weekly meils from Calena
end twice a week serviee to Btillwnﬁag?‘ The post office department rejected
the petition,  pointing out that service had been inereased from once to twice
a week between Prairie du Chien and 8%, Paul in April, and that further ine
ereages could only be given on the basig of inoreased mvonui?u The queatiom
of additional roads was later tnkenm up by the legislature, and Congress was

~ petitioned %o construct a military post road to the Iowm line. Congress

approved such astion bub construction on the road did not bepin wntil the
54,
folluwing year,

Respect for territorial authority was not easily established,
Hob mction, resulting in two lynchings, forced the newspapers to remind the
people that "We have laws, Judges of the law « and the law of the savage
mugt and shall be made in the fubture to give plasce to the law of oivilisation,
Ve will pay attention to the head officers of Judge Iymoh in a way they won't
1ike if thoy don't take heed of their gteps in the future, D¢ Warned."
BI. Jdmmesots Chronicle, July 20, Y040,

62, THnnesota Ploneer, August 2, 1849,

63, Mnnesotn Ploneor, Auzust 18, 1840,

54, Tarsen, Arthur Je, "Roads and Trails in the Mimesota Trier Te, 1840«
1860," W'nnesota History, vole 11, No. 4, December 1980, - ..op. 288380,

85, Mmesota Chronicle, July 26, 184\'9; alse seo Mnnesoba mgﬁuﬁar,

July 28, 1849,
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¢ r,;-.j"ﬂm new Territorial rovermment wms forced to leen heavily on Ford Swelling

%o uphold its autheritys. In July, 1849, it was revorted that the Winnebagoes
were "oormitting depredations upon property om mumerous oocasions," The
newspapers pointed out that the infantry at the post wag insufficlent proe
beotion, ag the Indians "eare about &8 much for an infantry goldier as

they do for a migketo « « « The mere presence of the Thorse soldiers?
BGy
18 all that ghould be required," The jail at the Fort was used for punishe

ment of those few unregenerate characters which the region had attracted.
Among those who suffered imprisomment there were James Higby, vho gold &
promissory note which had already been paid; ‘John B, MeGregor, who pushed

his wife against a cook stove, and Jacob Shipler, found guilty of assault
57
and batlery.

A lavish supply of intoxicants made lew enforcement even more
difficults A drmken quarrel between Indiens was sald to have been fatael

to twos A gentleman who imbibed too freely beceme lost and was frozen

Yo deathe IHarriet Bishop, the teacher, relates that "a dry poods merchemt

| 58
in a drunken £it crushed am infant by dashing it to the floor.': This

atrooity seoms o lack factual basis, but the evil was sufficiently in
evidence Yo arcuge some of the oitizenry, Even the newspapers, not ore
dinarily given to quibbling in such matters, admitted that the “mumber of

retail liquor establishwents in Bte Paul o+ 4+ 4 i8 a LEETLE too great for
512 0
& gound and healthy state of publie morals," In 1840 the 5t, Faul Division

of the Sons of Temporance was organized to agitabte for legal curbs on the
60
congumption and sale of liquors,

BGs Minmesote NOCistor, July 14, 104D,
57. Tamsen, Varous Ly, Old Fort Snelling, 1810-1868, Tows Historical
i S i o1, T, 55 WK,
s I : riet F i ;
Griggn'and e C}.d'.tm gz, ‘ m:ne;p ?r Pi:gc‘feam in Minnesota, 8, Ce
58« linnesota Regisber, Aupust 4, 1840,
60¢ Minnesots Chronicle, May 31, 1849,
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Governmental problems were not the only ones which faced the
gettlors, For the earliest traders and explorers the American FPur Company
had acted as & bank and finsncial sgent, In eddition to buying furs it
made loans, cashed drafts on emstern citlies and 5%, Louls, sold exchanges
on Wew York offices and acted ag collector for notes held by eastemn
omditorgi‘ The Americen Fur Company was not equipped to meet the larger
needs of 1849 and succeeding yaar:f‘ Consequently loang for finance ime
provementa had to be made outside the Territory, Interest retes on such
loans were as hirh as five per cent monthly. This situation was worsened
by the fact that most of the borrowed money was used, net for permsment
improvements, but for speculative investment in land,

The first attempt at banking made the situation even more
complicated, In September, 1849, a stranger by the name of Isaac Youmg
indueced a thoughtless St. Paulite to "sipgn a large nuber of handsomely
engraved pleces of paper" which bore the imprint of the "Bank of 8%, Croix,
St Paul, Minnesota." These nobtes were oirculated in dowm river cities to
the amount of $700, on the strength of an eastern quobtation which was pro=
bebly furnighed by en accomplices Publiclty concerning this fraud pub an
ond to wildoat schemes for a time, and delayed organization of lepitimate
enterprige for a mumber of yearzf.

The first Territorial lLegislature convened on Monday, September
3, 1840, in 8t, Paul's white frame, greeneshutiered Central House, For

gsome months thig building was lmown as "the Capitol,"

Geivin, Dister Lucharigtn, infiuence and conditions Affecting the
Settlement of Mimnegota, Typed Tis De CHOBLIG, UNIVOrsity Of ChiCAzo,
m' p‘p. m.

Bliason, Adolph Os, "The Begimning of Banking in Mimmesota," linnesota
History Collections, vol. 12, 8t. Paul, 1908, ps 675,

Tatchin, Syuney A., "rhe Development of Banking in Ifnnesota,® Minnesota
History Bulletin, Vol. 2, No. 3, August 1917, p. 120121,
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All possible rooms in the hotel were preésed into extra service.
The lower house of the legislature met inm the dining room on the ground
floor and et moon business was suspended while tables were set and meals
serve;%. The eouneil chamber on the second {loor was used as a sloeping
room at night, when the floor was covered with straw ticks and Indian
blankets to accommodate the men who debated legislative matters during
the dayfs. An American flag floating on & pole in front of the hotel was
the only sign of the building's offiecial character. Governor Ramsey kept
the executive office in his residence, end the Supreme Court met in remted
chambers in various buildingi?.

Delay in transmittal of the funds provided by Congress further
handieapped Territorial organization, Eventually Governor Ramsey and
Secretary C, K, Smith were forced to borrow four thousand dollars on personal
drafts to meet the most pressing demands and assist legislators who were
in genuine neegz.

On Tuesday, September 3, both houses, nine coumell members and
eighteen representatives, assembled in the dining room. Frayer was offered
by the Reverend E, Ds Neill, Following this, Governor Ramsey delivered
his first messagﬁ?' The message revealed a genuine grasp of the problems
confronting the Territery., He requested the legislature to meke laws which
would keep "Steadily in view the truth, that this Territory is destined

%o be a great State, rivaling in population, wealth and emergy, her sisters

etches

: B ’ ]
66, ~Thirray, William P., "Recolleotions of Darly Territorial Days and
Legislation,” Minn, History Collections, vols 12, 3%, FPaul, 1908, p. 110,
66« Folsom, We H, Gep FiILy Y6nrs in The Northwest,
Ste Faul, ps T10,.
67. Chronicle and Register, St. “aul, December 22, 1849,

88, TFienmdrau, Oharles L., The History of Minnesota and Tales of the
Frontier, Pub. by E. W, Forter, ét. Paul, 1000, ps 08+

-
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of the Union « + « yours 18 & most interesting snd responsible positiom

¢« & o in your hands, more then in that of any future legislative Assembly,
will bo the destinies of Minnesota." As fubture Territories were orgmniszed
in the westward advance other politiclans were to male such statoments,
baged on the common delusiom that the frontier was elways a promise, In
Wrmescta and St Paul the promise was lept.

The legislature was, for the most part, mede wp of rough and
weouth mony they were not less capable for that, and had qualities of
honesty and ocusoionee which gerved betber than the niceties, It was
typieal of the time and place that when Willlam R, Marshall was called a
1liay by ome of the membors, Marshall lmocked the offender down and calwmly
procesded with his spoech, Of ancther member it wag said that "spit was
by far the most eloguent part of his spooches + » « 4t wme sure Yo hid
sonebody every time," A nwber of the members were later to become dise
tingpuighed as political leaders; lMarshall became governor, Morton S, Wile
kingon served as United Otates Senator from Minmesote smd David Olmabed
becemo prominent im 5%, Paul public 111’2?.

Substantial division of opinion was found enly on the problem
of location of the Territorial capitel and division of Territerial institue
tions. The 'mited States Congress had provided that the legislature
should weet first at 8ts Paul, locate a temporary seat of government and
provide for a vobte of the people on the pormanent location, The question
of pormanent location was to agitate politiclons, land speculators and
town boomers for the next decades As gsoom as it had been emnoumced that
no funds would be ermended on a temporary capital site, 0%, Paul was pore

B0, Torray, Willlea P., "Hocollectiors of marly rerrivorial Days and
Lagialatian,ﬂ,fb. 110-1128,
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@

mitted to have the honors

of the laws passed by the first legislature, only one, that
providing for imprisomment for debt, proved to have a detrimentel effect,
Debtors were jailed on little evidence and "reckless sweering," end no
provigion was made for release when the debt was paid. The 8%, Paul jail,
built during the next year, was often filled by men committed by their

Tie
ereditors, One debtor died while being helds The effeet on immigration

and oommunity life was such that the lew was repealed in 1856 as a “relie
.
of barbarism,® s L c
— ]./ CEV \ r\/\\ﬁ

On October 28, 1849, a bill was introduced "to incorporate the

.,'i

Town of 5%, Paul in the courbty of Ramseys" On November 1 the bill received
finel approval, The town was to be governed by a president, a recorder
and five trusteess The vegulsr town election was not held until Mey 6
of the following yezg:

Additional settlors came in rapidly all through the summer
and avtum of 1840, Due credit for these numbers must be given to the
newspapers. local editors, of course, considered that the main business
et hand was boosting the territorys They were not alone, howewer, in
spreading the megsege of Mimmesotas Local efforts were supplemented by
editors in the east who welcomed letters and correspondence with which

to £i11 their columse Typieal of such correspondence was a letter published

in an Ohioc mewspaper, the Eaton Register, during the summer of 1840, I%

V0. ean, Wiliiem Des TA HisGory of Uhe Capitol buildings of linmesoba,
and Some account of the Syruggle for Their Location," lMnnesota

History Collections, wols 12, Ste Faul, 1908, ppe leBs

Tls mﬂer, Alix 3 Mistory of the Police and Five De rt':ants of The
Twin Cities American Land & 5 , 1
& BE, ¥ '\':I 1899, pe 29,

72, Murray, Yfillzlm Pey "Mecollections of Barly Territorial Days and
loegislation,™ pe 127,

78, Mimesota VWriters' Project, The Mavors of St. Faul, 0ffice of the
Mayor, Ste Paul, 1940, ppe 50
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desoribed St. Paul as “entirely mew; iwoethirds of the houses have been
build this yoars They have sprung up, &s it were, by magle, or it looks

as though Aladin /“sic 7 was heve with his wonderful lamp = the sound of
many hammers are ecnsbantly heard, In 8T, PAUL are two good hotels; one
near what ig termed the lower, and the other at the upper landing, distant
from each other about half a mile, These two points are the only places
where the bluff ean be agcended by wagonss Ve have any quantity of come
mission houses, stores, groveries &e. Thon we have bowling seloons, billiard
rooms and all thet = geming is quite pmvlign’c-"

Tn 1848 the population of the settlement had been 1155 e 1ittle
over onewthird of this mumber had been French and FrencheCanadian and the
largest group of forty-two consisted of settlers from other sections of
the United States, mainly from the east and New :anla:g: By April 1849
total population had growm to 200 and by June it wag estimated at 84'8?.
on July 4 the census taken in the elty by John Morgen revealed that another

T7e
jump had been madej o 810s By the latter part of July it was ostimabted

7Be
that 1,200 people had settled in the river commmitys By this time the

newspapers were able to view the speotacular growth with somgthing approaching

T Tipresalons of Wunesota 1n 1040, Nimegots listory Bulletin, vels 5,
NOe 4' 1923. Ple 286-207.
galvin, Sister Bucharista, Influences and Conditions Affecting

Settlement of Minnesobta, Type

1929, Dps 102=105,

Folsom, We He Cs, Fi?x Yoara in the Northwest, ps 542.
Sbory of Mnnesotf, Vols 1, Pe 082,

"Impregeiong of lannegota in 184 ™ ¥Mimesota History Bulletin,
vol, 5. Nos 4‘ 1923. Pe 287,
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complacencys The Minnesoba Register remarked in July that "Notwithstande

eck to immigration into Minnesota which the cholerae in the cities
. We have no reasonm to complain of the numbers daily
arriving, It is impossible to build houscs sufficiently fest te accommodate
70
ose who are coming among us."

St. Paults attraction for sottlers lay in two facts; it had
recoived much attention as the capital of the mew Minnesota Territory and,
of more imrortance to the future, it was situated at the head of navigation
on the Mississippi., It was significant of the current of loeal history
that the American Fur Company removed its headquarters from Mendote to St.

3 80,
Paul in 1849, This was importent notwithstending the fact that the heyday

o
of the fur trade had passed eand the fortunes of the monog&y established by

blc
Astor were in decline,

The peneral glow of optimism was reflected in a report of the
celobration welcoming the New Year, "Indians of both sexes, with unusual
pleasure beaming from their tewny visages o o+ o 8re thronging our village

with the expectetion of 'waukon,' something good . o This Ps M,

rentlemen have been « 'making calls'; +the remainder

lJ

the better class of our
idling their time at the grog shops. At the *Centre House,' the most
popular hotel in town, an immense crowd is gathercd, from this and other
82,
towns, and engaged in threading the mazes of the giddy dance o o

The "giddy dance" had just begun. It was to go on

a decade,

TAonesota Negisuer, July 14, 1045
Gras, Norman S. Bes "S8irnificance of the Twin
History, vole 7, no. 1, 1926, pps B=B,
Tuokman, Je Ward, "Remsey Crocks and the Fur Trade, "Minnesota
History, vole 7, mos 1, 1826, ppe 29«30,
hronicle and Register, February 23, 1850.
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New Year gayeties at the American and Central Houses and at
Stillvater's new hotel introduced S¢, Paul's decade of the Fifties. Although
not aware of it at the time, the town stood at the threshold of a period of
dormancy. FMve years were to elapse without any major development. Five years
vere to meander past while the settlement on the bluffs mellowed and’ made ready

— wailad
for the rocking events of the coming era, Meanwhile St, Paul waited for the ice

fa et

to go ous, for the arrival of the first steamboat of the season, for the
complete cession of Indlan lands, for the mall, for news from Walhlngion.l.

During those comparatively uneventful early Fifties, St. Paul
had 1ts lively moments, On Christmas Hve of 1850 there was a ball at Lottt
Moffett's Castle, a new hotel destined to become famous for its cotillions,
Christmas Day, there were "religious exercises at the Oatholic and the Episcopal
echureh,” and that night at Stillwater, a ball at Mr. Brewster's new hotel,
"attended by more than one hundred gentlemen and lsdies, eight cotlllions
occupying the floor at onoe."a.

But the Ohronicle and Register of March 30, 1850 found 1%
difficult to be optimistic over the general outlook, "Business is . . .
wretchedly dull in all our town, The populace . . . stand about the streets
in isolated groups , . . whittling and occasionally casting an anxious eye
upon the . . « river, as though they expected to see the ice smash or the mail
wvending its way upwards, The goods are all sold . . ., the teams have finished
their hauling to the North . . . the sleighing is over ., . . the building

season cannot actively commence just yet , . . "

1. Adame, James T., The March of Democracy, Chas. Soribmer's Sons, New York and
London, ps 378
2. Minnesote Pioneer, January 2, 1861,
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In April the ice began to break, A week later the water rose
rapidly, flooding bottom lands near Mendota and Fort Snelling, and it was
said that " , , , a steamboat to make a landing would have to stick her nose
a considerable distance up Jackson Stroet."s. Flood danger, however, soon

passed, On April 19, the Highland Mary docked at St, Paul, and once again the

city resumed its routine,

The Highland Mary brought 500 passengers, These newcomers
found S¢, Paul a primitive spbt, not greatly improved over the site John R,

Irvine had looked upon when he arrived in 1843, "The land was covered with heavy

timber and underbrush,” ascording to Irvine; "Upper Third Street from what is
4,6,
now Seven Corners to the Bluff was a guagnmire almost without botbom," Captain

John Bell, arriving in 1850, said, "There was not a house north of Third Street,

except a few on Robert Street, . . All boats landed at the Upper Levee at the
6

foot of Eagle Street.“.

e « +» the mercantile business consisted of Louis Robert's
store at the lower landing; Freeman, Larpenteur & Company's,
sane place; Henry Jackson, Jjust closing out, in his old house on top
of the bluff; J.¥, Simpson next door, and the large trading establish-
ment of Olmstead & Rhodes, on *hird Street, in the old cabin , . .
recently removed to give place to the handsome new store of Mr, Chamberlain
This completed the lower town,

Then you traveled oversan extensive corn and potato field to
a little clump #8 shanties and balloon frames in the neighborhood of
the American House, Here was Levi Sloan; upon his present site, with
a small stock; and next above the American were the Messrs, Fullers,
with somewhat larger assortment, This was all ., , ., 5a,

3. Chronicle and Register, April 613, 1860

4, Yewson, T,M,, Pen Ptctures, (Sketch of Simeon P, Folsom) published by the
auther, 5S¢, Paul, 1888, p.68,

5. Williams, J, TMletcher, A of the City of S¢, Paul and of the
of Ramsey, Minnesota State Historical Soclety, St.
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Vital Guerin and Ben Gervais now had neighbors more congenial
than the drunken Sioux who staggered out of Parrant's groggery under the bluff,
but St, Paul as yet gave little promise of becoming a metropolis.v.

Expansion came as new professional and tradesepeople sought
quarterse The Catheart brothers, Alexander H, and John W,, and Bartlett
Presley, all prominent builders, arrived in 1850, Presley opened a log cabin

confectionery, which later developed into an extensive wholesale fruit business,

Dre. David Day, physician and eciviec leader, arrived in this

periods The new capital now had a total of 25 lawyers. The Pioneer of March 13,

1850 reported 156 stores doing business. Pine lumber, originating at Minnesota
Mills, "and worth tem or @leven dollars a thousand feet in St. Louis, sold readily
at St, Paul for 17 dollars per thousand.," Bubt in spite of these facts, trade

lagred during the summer of 1850,

Ste Paulites were pgrowing critical of political appointees.
There was general satisfaction with Governor Ramsey's official acts, but other
territorial appointees did not meet with the same unanimous approval. "I at
least," Judge David Cooper wrote, "stand somewhat higher than my brethern of

9
the Bench, But even this . < is no compliment to me, as I am rated by fools,"

7« Newson, Pen Pictures, pes 90.
8+ WMinnesota Pioneer, August 15, 1850.
9, V. Cooper to Ramsey, Nov, 2, 1849,
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Exasperated at Cooper's frequent absences from his post, the people finally took
action, not overlooking another official who was frequently a target of Editor

Goodhue's invectives, Us S, Marshal Alexander M, Mitchell,

Dissatisfaction with Cooper and Mitchell was brought to the

attention of officials in Washington, Bcrth were said to have neglected their

duties, In July Sibley reporteds "Mitchell will have %o o o+ o resign or be
removed. So the President told me in so many words," Mitchell resigned

10,
shortly afterward,

Political rivalries became extremely bitter, and the city divided
into "“eliques, factions, and clans.%l.Goodhue's editorial thrusts never ceased,
And a citizen of that day wrote: "Every man ern the streettjrmma armed with
something, A man had better not show Rimself without his pockets full of rookazi.
In June of 1850 an event occurred which brought to the foreground
an issue that had concerned the settlers for some time =ethe opening of Sioux lands
to white settlement, That year high water from the spring freshets swelled the
Minnesota River, and steamers were able to ascend farther upstream than ever before.
On June 28, the Anthony Wayme under Captain Daniel Able, sailed on an excursion
"up the umkmown waters of the St, Feter River, now called the Minnesota.%s.The

Viayne reached the rapids near Carver, The polling, fertile shores impressed the

excursionists, and they brought back reports which inereased the avarice of land-seckers,

"3ibley, He H., Washington to Joln H, Stevens, July 1, 1851," Stevens Papers,
vole 12. Pe 113«

"Sibley to Stevens,"p. 113,
"David Fuller, St, Yaul to George R, Fuller, Scotland, Connecticut, January
19, 1851,"

Ccatheart, Rebecca Marshall, "A Sheaf of Reminiscences," Minnesota Historical

Collections, vols 15, pe 520,
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Competition stimulated further navigation of the Minnesota.

The Nominee passed the farthest point reached by the Wayme excursion, but the

Wayne, on its second voyage a few days later, reached a point a few miles

below the present site of Manlmto, and in midsumer the Yankee, not to bo
outdone, reached Judson (above Mankato) in Blue Earth Coxmtyt4.Those excursions
into Sioux county hastened the drive for empire, Through its position as
capital of the Northwest trade area, St, Faul became focal point of the campaipgn,
Prior to 1852 the town was the center of an inverted triangle of white territory,
bounded on the north by a line extending east from the Mississippl River, at

a point just below Princeton, to the 5%, Croix River, and stretching soutlward
%o Point Douglase The rest of Minmmesota, aside from the Pembina colony, was

legally Indian countrys

In his message to the second legislature on January 1, 1851,
Ramsey broached the issue of Sloux lands, AS long as the Indians held legal
title to transellississippi territory, settlement and development by whites
wore stalemated, The situation had grown steadily more acute sinece 1949,
Ramsey admitted that newcomers were trespassing, He praiged their enberprise,
however, suggesting thet gettlement be made legal and the land opened as soon

18,
as possible, Negotiations to secure a trealy were begum,

14, Hughes, Thom,, "A History of Steamboating om the Minmesota River," Hnnesota
Historieal Collectiong’, part 1, pp. 151-138,

15, Taker, Uene James He, "Alowander Ramsey, A Vemorial Euleey," Minnesota
Historical Collections, St, Paul 1905, vol, 10, part 2, pp. T23=T&5e
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The Governor and Luke lea, commnissioner of Indiem affairs, were

appointed to treat with the Sioux, and their efforts soon bore fruit, During

the last days of Jume 1851, a large crowd gathered at Traverse des Sioux "on

a lovely prairie which rises gently from the Minnesota River," The Sioux
asserbled in "full costumes with eagle plumes, turkey beards, deer tails &
horse tailse" Also present were "Indian traders, men of French, half breed

16' 17‘
and American blood," The momentous treaty was signed on July 28, 1851,

Opening of the western lands was a matter of great moment to
St. Paule Since Minnesota River navigation would have to clear through the St.
Paul port, the eity could now expect new settlers and increased commerce., On
June 26, 1852 the treaty was ratified by the United States Senate, malking
25,000,000 acres of new land available for settlement, and 8t, Paul duly
celebrated the event:
At sunset « o » our people piled up fire barrels
which kindled up blaging illuminations,along the bluff, note
withstanding the moon took all the shine out of the bonefires;
« o o In fact, it was one of the nights we read of, but such
as few if any threeeyear«old towns have experienced, Nothing
was wanting but the ringing of our half dozen bells, 18,

The ehiefs at Traverse des Sioux upon signing the quit claim

19,

deed to their domain were ", o+ zrhiven anothegi7 ¢ o o document to be signed,"

The "traders! paper" was thus validated, and traders'claims against individual
Tndiens had to be satisfied out of the treaty funds before distribution.

Remsey, of all the whites at Traverse des Sioux, is said to have been the only

Mayer, Frank Blackwell, With Pen and Pencil on the Frontier in 1851,
Minnesote Historical Sceisty, St, Faul, 1982, ppe 146-149,

Baker, Alexander Ramsey, A Memorial Eulogy, pe 729.

Minnesota Piomeer, July 1, 18562,

Wurray, Hone Vims Ps, Recolleetion of Barlv Territorial > vs_and Eggisleﬁggn:
» vols 12, p. 120+

Minnesota Higtorical Collections, St Paul, Decemiber-19
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one who had ™io sordid motives." Yet the traders, in serving their own interests
so wholeheartedly, were at the same time facilitating the settlement of a tremendously
important area, Their part 1s thus deseribed by William Pitt Murrayy

1t may be said, that while Governor Ramsey and Luke lea,
United States commissioners, have always been credited with the
making of the Indian treaties of Traverse des Sioux, Mendota,and
Pombine « « o yob had it not been for such men as Hrary He Sibley,
Martin Meleod, Norman W, Kittson, William H, Forbes, and Alexis
Bailly, these treaties would never have been made, They were the
power behind the throne, since they were all Indian traders, had
been in the country for many years, spoke the languages of the
Dakotas and Ojibways, and enjoyed the confidence of the Red Yen,
Tt was to their interest that these treaties should be consumated
as the Indians were largely in debt to themsy hence they used all
their influence to assist in the malking of the treaty. The come
migsioners did not do much more then feed the Indians and indicated
what they wantedj the traders did the rest, 20, ‘

Between the encroachments of white men and the retreat of game,

the Indian often lmew want, Chief Hole=In=The-Day of the 0jibways ceme to

8, Paul and St. Anthony in mideJanuary of the treaty year %o plead for food

for his starving people, St. Paulites responded, but scores of 0jibways perished
from disease and want, The Indians, of course, were traditionally improvident,
and their seasonal sufferings were traceable in considerable degree to their

own want of foresight, Quite characteristic was the spectacle presented after
the breakup of a big powswow on Pilot Knob early in August of 1851, The sioux
bands of Little Crow, Wabasha, and minor chiefs came to St. Paul to buy horses,

e De Neill in his History of St. Paul relates;

20, Murray, Barly Territorial Days, p. 120
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e o o 8n Indien always purchases a horse on a
different prineiple from a white man. If he desires a white
horse, all other considerations are gecondary « s o The
week subsequent to the treaty there was a general clearing
out of worneout nags from the livery stables of the Capitals
and, when the cavalcade started + « « it was a scene to excite
the laughter of a stoie, A fow weeks later, the same Indians
were in want for provisions, 2le
The town now began to divide itself into two social groups. The
New Englanders clung to their Yankee culture, end were intolerant of what they
regarded as "foreign" traditions, Whiskey became a prominent issue, New
22,
Englanders drank sarsaparilla cider, while the earlier settlers --the half-
bloods end the French element =efound "whiskey hoe=downs™ more to their liking.

234
Bven the most respected of the early settlers were addieted to hard liquor,

A Sons of Temperance chapter had been organized in Ste Paul
Yay 8, 1840 the following year & St, Anthony chapter was formed, These two
sroups, together with the newlyworganized Temperance Watehmen, brought the
igsue of liquor guickly %o a head, A liquor control law was put to vote April 6,
1852, Since the villages of St. Anthony Falls and Stillwater were settled almost

exclusively by people from Maine, the law was adopted, Ste Paul and Little

Carada slowved majorities against it.

The vote in Reamsey counby was close; 528 ayes, 497 nayse The

newspapers cormmented that "shurch bells ring, and so do the glasses. Everybody
24,
celebrates the advent of the Temperance Millenium by getting gloriously drunk."

Teill, B, D., History of St, Paul, p. 561,
Winnesota Democrat, EE. Paul, July 15, 1851,
Yorris, Lucy Le We, 0Old Rail Fence Corners, F, He MeCulloch Printing Co.,

Austin, Minnesota, pe 17e
Pioneer and Democrat Weekly, April 28, 1858,
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On May 1, 1852, the restrictions went into effects The dry vietery, however,
264
was shortelived,

At the next peneral election opponents of liquor regulations
rallied %o elect a mjority in the state legislature and the dry laws were
repealed, That nicht, “a large steamboat bell was mownmted upon wheels ¢ « »
and went booming through the streets s + « proclaiming death to the temperance

26.
principles + o o
The Easbterners did not surrender so easily on other matters.

It was the Vew England women who took the lead in nurturing the begimnings

of education and culture,

Catholic parishioners meanwhile saw the city become the center
of a bishopries Newly consecrated Dishop Right Reverend Joseph Cretin arrived
in July 1851, to inaugurate an intenslve building and educational programe
Vicar Oeneral Augustine Ravoux had prepared the way for BDishop Cretin by
arranging the purchase of suitable groumd for a new ocathedral, a sshool, and

& bishop's residences Virote Ravouxs

Murray, lergaret, The Prohibition lovement In Minnesoba from 1849 to 1866,
unpublished, Hamline University, St. Faul,

Bighop, Farriet, E,, Floral Homes or First Years In Minnesota, 8.C. Griggs
end Company, Chicage, IB87, Pps 106-110,
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I considered the purchase of the twentyetwo lots (for
$000) a very good bargain for the church, as also a good one
for My, Vetal Guerin, because it was understood that the cathedral
and other buildings would be erected on block seven, and such
improvement would increase the value of lir, Vetal Guerin's property.
e ¢ « Five months after Bishop J, Cretin's arriwal in
Saint Paul, he had erected on block seven in Sl Paul Proper, a
brick building 84 feet long by 44 wide, three storeies and a half
high, ineluding She. basement, That building became immediately the
second cathedral of Saint Paul, and also the second residence of the
Rt. Reverend Bishop, of his priests and seminariens ., . . 27

The roots of Protestant denominations had been well established
even before the organization of the Catholic parishe E.D, Neill was preaching
to his Presbyterian congregation in a new brick church, the first building
having been destroyed by fire. The Baptists, Methodists, and Episcopalians
had places of worship and well defined congregations by the sumer of 1850,
James Breck, John A, Merrick, and Timothy Wilcoxson, coming in 1850, had set
up the Episcopal faith in a tent, This trioc roamed St, Paul, St., Anthony and
environs in missionary activities. The cornerstone for a new church, "Christ's
Church of the City of Ste Paul," was laid by the Reverend E, G, Gear, chaplain
of Fort Snelling, September 5, 1850.28.

The Baptists also boasted a small bubt dignified white church,

An early resident recallsg

Ravoux, Rev, Fr, Augustine - From an arbticle in the Northwestern Chronicle,
excerpt from a "History of St, Faul and the County of Ramsey," Dy Je.
Fletcher Willlams, Collections of Minnesota Historical Society, vel. 4.,
8%, Paul, 1878,
"The Rise and Progress of St, Paul," St, Paul Daily Democrat, October 28, 1854,
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On Jackson Street between Fourth end Seventh streets,
e s » about where the new Hill Building now stands, was a
steep hill some fifty feet high, On its sumit, reached by
a wooden stairway from Jackson street, stood a small church
edifice belonging to the Baptists, end one or two other builde
ings, This hill sloped dowm to the east, and finally dise
appeared in a morass called Baptist hell Zfbiq;7. 29,

White painted churches early became a lemdmark to river travelers,
More appeared with the coming of Cormans end Scandinavians, The Roman Catholie,

Episcopal and First Presbyterian churches all acquired organs at about this time,

Schools too were beginning to make their appearance, Tc Thomas
Smith Williamson, who with the Pond brothers pioneered Presbyterianism in
Minnesota, must go ocredit for giving the publie school system its start in
St, Paul, In November 1846 Williamson had opened a school for Indian and
half breeds at Kaposia village, Later, concernmed over St, Paul's lack of
educational facilities, he wrote ex-Covernor Slade of Vermont, presidemt of
the National Popular Educational Society, asking him to send a teacher %o
the ssttlemsnt.aga‘Early in 1850 a school house for Lower Town was erected on
Jackson street above Fifth, Here Miss Scofield taught, Harriet Bishop who

had come in 1848, resumed duties at the Bench street school, and Reverend

Ce Hs Hebart taught a schoel for boys in the methodist church,

29. "leaves From the Tablets of My lMemory Concerning Early Days of Minnesota,"
Dunn, (Andrew C,) Papers, published by the author, Winnebago, Minnesota,
Minnesota Historical Society, Mss, Division,

20a, Willieams, Je Fletoher, "A History of the City of S5t, Paul and the County
cf Ramsey," Minnesocta Historioal Colleetions, published by the society,
st. Paul. 18:3' VO[. s PDe - .
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In 1851 Upper Town had two schools, conducted by Bs Be Ford and Miss E, Brewster,

and two in lower Town were supervised by G. He Spencer and Miss Basse.

Parochial schools had a prominent place in the picture of early
education, The Episcopalians established the first in St, Paul in 1851, A
school was alse conducted by Maria Ogden in the basement of the Second Presw
byterian church, and Thomes Murray, an ecclesiastical sbudent, held a sshool

for boys in the besement of the Catholic cathedral,

Under Bishop Cretin, teaching members of several Catholie orders
were brought to Ste Paul, The Sisters of St. Joseph came from the lother
House in Carendolet, St, Louis in 1861, and opened a boarding and day school
near Bench Street. The four members of the party eeMother St, John Fournier
and Sister M. Philomene, both of Francey Sister M, Scholastica Velasquez, a

French and Spanish Creole, of St, Louis; and Sister Frances Joseph Ivery, of

Loretto, Pennsylvenia --boarded the steamer St. Paul for the trip upriver on

October 28, Spending one night at Galena, they stopped for a time at Prairie
30a
du Chien, where they were the guests of Father Galtiers

In mid-July 1851, workmen began excavating the cellar for &
new Catholic College, a structure 48 by 80 feet, two stories high, The site

was the block bounded by Wabashaw, St, Peter, Fifth and Sixth streets, Bishop

%0e Cox, Sister Ignatious Loyolaj notes on the Early History of the Sisters
of St. Joseph in Minnesota, July 1914, Acta Et Dicta, vol. 3, no. 2.
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Cretin was elated over this new undertaking, towards the cost of which St. Faul

Catholics had subseribed $800, It was felt that the college "in a very short

time" would be "among the wealthy Catholios of the Mississippi walley, the
most popular institution of leerning in the United States," Volunteers without

3le
pay worked on the foundation of the buildings

on November 15, the Mimmesota Democrat reportedi

The Preparatory Department building of the Minmesota
University has been erected, thanks to the persevering efforts
of Jo We North, Esq., and it is now ready for the reception of
Students « « « We do not doubt that the University to be erected
in St. Anthony is destined to become one of the most popular md
gsuccessful institutions of learning in the United States,

Baldwin 3chool, which later became Macalester College, was

establishod in January 1853, To launch this institution for advanced students,

Eo. Do Neill obtained a donation from M, We Baldwin of Fhiladelphia, A year

later, the school was chartered as the College of St. Paul, and "a handsome

stone edifice, three stories in height ¢ « " was bullt,

St, Paul's first business college also was organized gt this
tipe "for the study of Double and Single Entry Bookekeeping at Comb's
324
Bookstore « « o Terms for a final course of instruction, $15,00,"
Civie improvements multiplied in 1861, FEditor Goodhue wrote

in the Minnesota Pioneer:

31, Minnesota Democrat Weekly, July 15, 1851,
52, IMimesota Ploneer, Nov, 27, 1861,
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e« s o The large briok Catholic building is now
enclosed, the Court House is daily growing, and the Capitol
is in progress. A noble work of reck excavation is nearly
completed on Bench street w<the opening and grading of
Fourth Street is in the way of being done, and a new bridge
built on Jackson street =-Third street is thronged with
people, and our town is full of animation, hope and energy.

Another writer of the day noteds

Messrs, Rey and Carlioz have commenced building
in the upper tom, a short distance back of the Ameriecan Hotel,
a large four-story stone building for a Hospital, It will be
under the superintendence of Dre Carlioz, a French Physiclan
of distinguished eminence in his profession « o « 33
The managers were able to provide spacious grounds through
the + « « donation of our ¢ o o fellow-citizen, H, He
Rice, Tsqe

Sioux lounged daily about the new bridgo being built across
the ravine to upper Jackson street, They were amazed at the white man's magie
which held the structure together.SQ‘Despi%e the fact that the town was growing
end property values wero on the rise, Vital Guerin continued to sell lots to
gettlers at low prices.SS'ﬂe made an outright gift to the eity of the square

on which the old court house was built,

Perhaps no more colorful figures were ever seenm on a city's
streets than those of this peried; river captains and voyageurs, trappers, imme
keepers, ferrymen, politicians, Indian braves, squaws, as well as half breeds

and quarter breeds, Among them, T. De Newson recalls .

83, Winnesota Democrat Weekly, March 10, 1852,
%4, Tewson, Pen Pictures, De 505
85, Ste. Paul Pioneer Press, July 1, 1941,
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Lott Moffett, the kindly innkeeper; Louls Robert,
river captain and merchanty Cs Ps Iwll, Charlie Cave, Joe
Rolette, irrespressible bon-vivant from Pembinaj Ike Markley,
John P, Owens, Jim Vincenty Cols. MeKenbty, of "Broed Acres," Cole
Goodhue, Sam Sargent, Cole Burton of the Central Housej Henry
Jackson, postmastersy Bill Taylor, the colored barber and
cotillion callery Jim Thompson, ferrymang Tom Odell with a
squaw wifey Parson Willoughby, of the Aeolian churchy 0ld
Bets and Wooden-legged Jim, her brotherjy Hock-liashia,

"who always wore & plug hat full of ribbons and pieces of
calicog" Julia, the pretty squaw, and "Popcern Johnson,"
the popcorn vendors 3G

During this period Norman W, Kittson, Sr. became identified
with the town through the platiing of Kittson's Addition. James M, Winslow,
builder of hotels in St, Peter, St., Anthony, and St, FPauly C arles Fillmore,
brother of the late President; He A Schliek, merchant, and the 0'Cormans
were among arrivels the same year, as Was also Joseph Re Brown, who followed

Rice and Sibley. Sibley purchased the ilinnescta Plomeer.

Tn 1652 two men came to St, Paul, each destined to wield
a great influence, not only on history of the city, but upon Minnesota and
the entire Northwests John Ireland, later an archbishop, came from County
Kilkenny, Irelandy James J, Hill, born near Guelph, Ontario, of ScotcheIrish
descent, arrived in 1856, Hill, as a farsighted railroad promoter and builder
wag to become & leading figure in the soclial and economic development of the
region, Ireland's influence as a religious leader had an equally important

pert in the growth of Ste Paul,

6. Newson, Pen Pictures, ps 500,
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The year 1852 also marked the death of James M, Goodhue,
editor and publisher of the town's first newspaper, A year before he had
engaged in a street battle with Joseph Cooper and during the strugele had
been severely stabbed, With Goodhue's death, St. Paul lost an able leader,
His crusades for civic improvements were many; a public waterworks, the
replanning of city streets and the establishment of parks, He was buried

near Lake Como, but the location of his grave is unknown,

In the spring of 1858, Willis A, Gorman, appointee of
Pregident Plerce, arrived to succeed Governor Ramsey, His arrival marked
a new storm center in territorial politics, Gorman and his adherents attempted
to discredit Rgmsey by bringing charges against him in connection with the
payment of Indian treaty funds, Governor Gorman made many enemies in Minnesota,

and a movement to impeach him was under way when his term expired in 1857,

S8te Paul had commerce and a steady inflow of immigrants,
but rapid growth was impossible without ready access to the interior, There,
a lack of transportation facilities blocked the way, The river alone furnished
ready entrance to the Ste Paul areas, Only a few stage lines were in existence

as roads had to be hewn laboriously through the forests,

Vajor Isaac I, Stevens, of the U, S Army, assigned %o
explore a survey route for a Pacific railroad, arrived in S5t, Paul May 27,
1868 to outfit the expedition., But the town was to wait nine years for

its first sight of a locomotive., In the meantime, Norwegian immigrants
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were introducing a novel method of travel, Lapland snow skatinge The Minnesota

Pioneer veported that " o + o one of these snow skaters arrived in town

last week from Lake Superior, having traveled at the rate of eight miles or

less, a day."

Dr. Charles W, Borup, & Danish trader, opened the first
benking house in St. Paul on May 1, 1851, Jume 1, of the following year,
Dre Borup joined forces with Charles H, Oakes to establish the banking firm
of Borup & Oakes at Third and Jackson streets. This company was one of the
few banking firms in St, Paul to withstand the hard times that lay ahead,
By 1853 eight other banks were in operation.seaar. Borup should not be dise
migssed without menbtion of his earlier activities before coming to St. Paul.
Arriving at Mackinaw, Lake Superior, in 1831, he became a trader with the
Chippewa in the Rainy Leke region, He probably was the first physician in
that seetion of the country, Later, he became chief agent of the American
Fur Company, then controlled by Pe Chouteau, Jr, and Company of St. Louiss
He lived st Fort Snelling and Leech Lake before coming to 8%, Paul in 1849?7.
Federal money brought in to satisfy Indian claims and %o
support military and governmental activity was the eity's 1life blood of trade.
The only major addition to this capital was the money that settlers brought
with them. St. Paul's trade with settlers was estimated at $390,000 during

18533 povernment trade the same yoar amounted to $400,000, Following one

268,
87, WNewson, Fen Pictures, pe 170,
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large payment to the Indians, it was observed that " , , « the morchants

are reaping a rich harvest, The Indians are as plentiful in towmn as
38 ¢
mosquitoes in summerjy but they are more welcome," Any delay in the arrival
39,
of gpovernment funds usually resulted in "distressing financial paroxysms."

Since Minnesota imported practically everything it used,

and exports as yet were meagre, money drained away almost as fast as it

came in, In 1852, Governor Ramsey resorted to the extraordinary procedure

of delaying Indian payments "until he was sure the River had closed so the
money might remain in the Country."4o'

Marks of a maturing civie consciousness were the organization
of a militia company in St, Paul, the acquisition of a separate bullding %o
house the postoffice, and the founding of Oakland Cemetery, all in 1859, Thab
year, too, & state agricultural association was formed to plan for the first
Minnesota fair at Fort Smelling, and on July 28, a group of physicians met

in 8t, Paul to organize the Minnesotae Medical Society,

A new bell was mounted in the belfry of the first Presbyterian
Church, at the corner of Bench and 8%, Peter streets, on October 31, 1854,
Excepting for the small steamboat bell presented by Captain Louis Rebert to

the log chapel of St, Paul, this was the first church bell in the eclity.

38, Peterson, William J,, "The Early History of Steamboating on the Mimmesota
River," Minnesota History, June 1930, vol, II, no. 2, pp. 130=131,
39« FEliason, Adolph, "rhe Degimnings of Banking in Minnesota," Minnesota
Historical Collections, St, Paul, vol. 12, p. 685,
40, VA, T, Fuller to George Fullar, Nov. 21, 1852," Fuller Papers, Iinnesota
Historieal Society, Mss. collections,
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The editor of the De.ilx Denocrat wrotes

By dint of labor, and pressing blacksmiths and ropes
into the serviee, it was in a few hours swinging in the unfinished
belfry, and at nine o'clock that night, remarkable in its calmmess,
and its beautiful moonlight, its great iron heart began to throbe
Its solenm pulsations were joyous to ¢very man, woman and child
in St, Paul, bubt productive of trembling astonishment %o the
painted Dakotas encemped on the oppogite bank of the river, 42,

later, the bell was tmrj"afermd to the belfry of the

Methodist church, having been purchased by that congregation,

Perhaps the proudest forward step of all vas thus noted
in the Minnesota Teellys "The first hojsenumbering of an establishmwent in

84, Pavl was perpetrated yesterday on Jobert Street, Cathoart, Kern / Col.'8
Crystal Palace stands No. 20 in bold figures, upon that popular thoroughfare,
The City is coming alongl" 5

City? Coming alonﬁ;? Well, 8t, Paul had banks and stores,

end schools and churches, even one with a bell weand only 25 bears were

rilled that year in the envirems of the village, It had ecollege fomdations

and & militia company and a ecemetery, Il and the promise of a railroad -eand
there was possibly seme slackening in 'the boom of muskets down Third Strect,
whopre mmbers shot prairie chickens at the margin of the glough near the
j‘oatofﬂce.&l.

The City indeed wag "coming along," though a stranger
micht have had hig doubts, one fine aj:iri.ng; day in 1853, when the Chippewa
carried one of their forays against ’ch% Sioux inte the very heart of the

»
commmitys ‘-

1l

54e
ul, pe 536,




ST PAUL, THE CITY CHAPIER V FRONTIER TOWN PAGE 20

A party of Chippewa braves, hidden in an unfinished building of Lower Towm,

lay in ambush that morming for three Sioux, "01d Bets," her brother, "Woodene
J & 9 5 »

legged Jim," and a sister, The three were well up Jackson Street when sighted
by the enemye The Chippewa sk'rted the marsh at Fifth Street, dog«trotied
over Baptist Hill, and atbacked near the lerchants' Hotel, 0ld Bets, with

her brother and sister, found shelter in the Minnesota Outfit, but not wmtil

after the sister was fatally wounded,
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Tt had now become evident that, despite her thousand miles of
navigable streams, Mirmesota needed overland roads and stages for adequate
development of her resources. The day of the railroad had not yet arrived,
Up to this time settlement had jumped large areas by way of river travel,
while alletoosfrequent barriers, such as the "Big Voods" of southern linnesota

temporarily kept the pioneers out of more wvaluable nearby districts,

The frontiersman looked upon the midwest as the poor man's land
of opportwmity, Ragged and wlkempt, accustomed to living in log hut or sod

house, sometimes only & few rods from & camp of stone-age savages, he feared

neither distance nor loneliness and could satisfy his simple needs with a

semi-anmual trip to the nearest settlemwnt to exchange his produce for store
gooda.l.

Thus it was that long be’ore the first ox cart lurched across
Iinnesota, & trade route was already in use between St, Paul end Pembina, the
Selkirlk gsottlement on the west bamk of the Red River, near the Canadian border,
more then 400 miles from 8%, Paul, This settlement had sprung up in a hostile
sountry and had been saved from disaster by its patron, Thomas Douglas, Fifth
Barl of Sellkirk, who bought control of the Hudsen's Bay trading eompeny when

2.
that organigzation threatened to disperse the colonists,

Ross, Edward Alsworth, FPh.D,, LL.Ds, Changing Ameriea, The Century Company,
New York 1912‘ De 168¢
Pritchett, Joln Perry, "Red River Pur Trade," Minnesota History Bulletin,
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Tn 1821 the halfebreed trader, Alexis Bailly, drove a herd of

cattle from lendota to Pembina, Two sumers 1ater when the first steamboat
landed supplies at Fort Smelling, a perby of Pembina farmers made the long
journey overland %o obtain seed grain, As the eountry began to open up,

' pembine became the sbarbing point for twice-a=year hunbing parties which
gaw in the buffalo sn easy source of food and profit, Rivalry between the
Americen Fur Company and the monopolistie Hudson's Bay Company gave rise to a
growing trade in illiecit furs across the Canadian boundary, Johm Perry Pritchett

deseribed the conditions at the sottlement in his Red River Trades

Quantities of furs « o o WOIe gecretly carried over the
boundary and exchenged for American produce, Usually the interlopers
departed in the darimess of night and avoided accustomed traile so
as to keep clear of the Fort Carry eongtabulary foree, Pembina, on
the American side, was the smugglers' rendesvouss Merchandise
obtained from Galena or St Paul was left at Pembina until there
yas an opportunity to mingle it into the settlement, S

tn 1844 Norman W, Kittson was sent to Pembina by the American

Fur Company as agent in charge of all company business along the Dominiom
boundary, Kittson had oome to the Northwost from Sorel, Lower Canada at the
age of 16, After operating various Anerican Fur Company trading posts, he had

served for a time as sutler at Fort Snelling,

At Pembina, Kittson fought a 1lO0«year trade duel with the Cenadian
monopolys Ste Paul aided hinm at every turn, Covernor Christie »at Fort Garry
(near Winnipeg) wndertook to deal with the smugzlers by baming use of the
compeny ships by eny persons or interests "interfering with ¢ « o Tudson's

Bay services," later he clamped censorship on the mail by ordering that "every

8, Pritchett, "Red River Fur Trade," pp. 401=423,
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letter mist have the writer's name written by himself in the left hand corner
belows" Thus, if a person were suspected of trading in furs, his letter could

be opened and examined,

This order, however, resulted enly in a general resrouting of mail.
Traders sent their lotters by Kittson express to Fort Snelling and thenoe to
Ste Pauls Still another attempt to coerce the bordermen into dropping Pembina
and St, Paul patronage failed when rules preseribed by the Governor for the
acquisition of land were quietly disregarded, Nobody ever questioned the
rights of squatters in the border country anyhow, and legal ingtruments of
$itle wore not yet regarded as importants

banwhile Kittson had organized the fur trade in the Red River
valley and was shipping his furs from Pembina to Mendota in curious vehicles
Imown ag Red River cnrta.s.rhese carts were twoewheeled affairs, made of wood
and leather with no metal parts. They carried a load of 600 to 700 pounds, were
never greaged and oreaked so loudly & caravan could be heard from far off on
a still day, Pembina was 448 miles from lendota or Ste Paul, and the trip
took 30 to 40 days, Picked men were assigned as drivers, Nany of them were
half or gquarter breeds, ealled bois brules, They wore coarse blue e¢loth with
large brass buttons, red sashes, beaded caps, and mocoaains.s.

Tn the years following 1844 cart traffic muldiplied and St Paul

became the eastern terminusg for the trainse Through the summer months they

S5« 8Stes Paul Pioneer Presg, January 1, 1922,
6e TTtes IBul Ploneor rress, January 1, 1922,
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were o common sight om 5S¢, Anthomy Roads The St Paul Ploneer for July 26, 1849

degoribed oneg

The van of the Red River train, nuwbering from one mmdred
%o two hundred carts, made entirely of wood and green hides md
dvenm by oxon and ponies o o resched Ste Paul on Sunday with furs,
hides, dried buffale tongues, buffale robes, pemmican Lee They
had been forty days on the rouvte,

0ften these caravans furnished convoy for mrties wishing safe travel

between Fort Garry, Pembina and Ste Pauls Mrse Ce Ae Burdick, whose husband
had eharge of a Kittaon fur store at Fort Garry, often traveled with the carts
o reach her parents! home at Sts Cloud,
The tracks + .thheoam ¢+ « Wore wide and deep

and could be plainly seen od of us, going straight through the

prairie, Tt took twenbyeone days to go from S8t Cloud o Fembinm,

We used to go through Sauk Center, just a hotel or roadhouse, then

through what is now Alexandria, A family by the name of Wright,

used ¢o keep a stopping place for travelers, I don't Imow just

whore it would be now, but I have stayed there often, We went by

way of Georgetowm, Swan River too, I remember, There used to be

one tree on the prairie that we could see for two days, Ve called

it the Lone Tree, 13,

Trade between St Paul end the Fombina coumtry followed two routes;
the Plaing trail and the Woods trail, The Flaing trail branched westward from
the Mgeissippi at 8¢, Cloud and struck the Red River at Breckenridge, following
down the west bank of the river, The VWoods trail passed through Crow Wing, up
the Crow Wing and Leaf River walleys,then along the northeast point of oOtter
Tail Take to Detroit lake and, following the right bank of the Red River, %o
Pombina, A third route, which utilized water transportation from Traverse des
Sioux to St Faul, snmg farther south, Esbtablishment of Fort Gaines in the
vieinity of the present lLittle Falls added seocurity to travel on the Woods trail,

The Plains Trail was desoribed by William A, Rice in 1858;

18, Morris, Iuey leavenworth Wilder,

0ld Rail Pence Corners
Daughters of Amorican Revolubion, 5Ge faul 1014, Pe 104.
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From Ste Paul t¢ the crossing of the Mississippi River
at 8t, Cloud, a distance of seventy-seven miles, the country
is so woll knowm that a deseription is not necessary, From
Ste Cloud to Richmond (twentyefive miles) the road passes
through prairie « « o At Riclmond wvo ml® the second and
last orossing of the Sauk River, Fiftyethree miles from
Riehmond earries us through a fine rolling prairie of & rich
soil, to White Bear lake, passing meanvhile Lakes Henry and
George, Como River, Croves and Chippewa Rivers.

s o & W adopted what is lmown as the Plain Trail %o
the crossing of Otter Tail river == thenee to the Red River,
The Red River was 200 feet wide and three feet deep at this
point, From the Red River %o the Cheyenne river was twentye
gix miles, and 4 o+ + from there to Pembina 196 miles, This
coutry is all flat, abownding in plenty of grass but not so
much timber « « o Total disbance from St, Paul 466 miles,
Ve reached Pembina in eighteen and a half days ¢ +
averaging twentyefive and a half miles a days
The year 1850 marked the sscendency of St. Paul as a fur mart,.
Norman “ittson established a partmership there with William Henry Forbesy
anothey fur dealer was the firm of Culver and Ferrington, Agents of these
two concerns continued o operate at Pembina, In 1856 the value of furs
recoived at St. Paul from this source was nearly $75,000, while the total
value of all furs which passed through Ste Paul that year for exportatiom
was $180,000, By this date, the monopoly of the Hudson's Bay Company had

practically ceased to exist, and the Pioneor and Democrat wrotes

The compotition in the fur trade which before that was put
dom by the most vigorous measures, now proves ‘oo formidable
and is backed by too powerful a public opinion in Canada, %o be
suppressed by the usual poliey of restriction,s In addition to
the American posts on this side of the line, there are some hundred
independent traders in the territories of the colemy iteelf, of
wvhich there are at least sevenbty in the Selkirk settloment alone,
Though rigidly prohibited from dealing in the contraband articles
of furs and rum, both branches of trade are prosecuted to a con=
giderable extent and the product smuggled mcross the border, 15,

18 Pioneer and Democrat, August 5, 1858,
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A network of primitive trails and roads had new grom wup to
accommodate the growing amy of migrent landeseclers and farmerse, St Paul
no longer depended alone on the eastern trail, cut through the woeds %o
Prairie du Chien, The Dubuque trail through Cannon Falls was growing in
importance, Settlers' canvase-covered wagons dotted the Indian trail from
the Towa border, and traffic swelled on the trail south of the Minnesota
River which passed through Henderson to Traverse des Sioux, Ste Peter and

lankatoe

Extending westward from these roads were the Pipestone trall and
the 0ld Alitary Roads Flanking the Minnesota River were the old Garry trail
and the Lae qui Parle trail which generations of Sioux and voyageurs had used
¢o enter and leave the Red River region, To the north the Red River, Brecken
ridge, Fort Abercrombie, Georgetowm end Pembina trails joined together at
Ste Cloud to form a comon road to Sts Pauls North of 5t Cloud were tralls
linking Crow Wing, Leech lake and other Indian camps and trade centers,
iille Laes, Duluth, and Fond du Lac alse enjoyed commmication with 8¢, Paul

and 8%, Anthony,

By 1856 freight traffic %o 5%, Paul had far outgrown the carrying
capacity of the lississippl flects Two months after the ice went out that

00
spring , /2 steamboats had already docked there to umload their cargoes, That

vas as many as had arrived during the entire previous shipping season, yeob
groat stacks of merchandise still cluttered the wharves at Dubuque and Dunleith,

ewaiting transhipment to oconaignees at Ste Paul,
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Veanwhile the immediate need for better overland transportation
led to the indroduction of the stagecoach, In October, 1851 the Iinnesota
Pioneer had described the traffic on the road between St, Paul emd St, Anthomyy
The immemse amount of travel on that road warranis the
belief that a railroad or perhaps better a plank road is required
to be immediately construoted between the two toms, The amount
of teaming on that road is great beyond belief; not only in the
summer, but through all the winter there is a continual stream
of waggens (sic) upon it loaded with merchandize (sic) to supply
all the trade north of use 168e
To meet this transportation need the firn of Willoughby and Fowers
opened a stage line between the twe towns, The first coach was merely a
twowgested open wagon drawm by & span of horses, with none of the faney
equipment ensuing years were %o add, By the end of the first season, however,
mowmting business justified the addition of fourehorse opem spring wagons, each
accommodating 14 passengerse A line o Prairie du Chiem by way of Stillwmter

wag inauvgurated,

The first Concord coach to make its appearance in limmesota became
a part of the Wiiloughby and Powers' flect in 1882, The company adopted "Red
Line" as a name and painbed all its coaches a brilliant scarlets A rival
concern, "the Yellow Line,"™ wvas organized by Pattison and Benson the same
yoar and immediately began to run coaches to St, Anthony in direct competition.
This conpany at oné $ime employed 47 mon, 161 horses, 13 Concord coaches, 79
earriages and 50 sleighs and cutters, and on an investment of $62,000,it did

an ammual business of $68,000,

The bitter commercial battle which followed resulted in a serios

of drastic fare reductions, Cubbting their rate from 756 cents to 10 cents,

15a, Minnesota Pioneer, Octe 1
X $ . 6. 18510 : ; i i
16be BYTES,"TFAOL Ues Sba.faul: Tts Past and Pregent, Fe Co Gl b Db oen
St, Faul, 1888, pe96s




8T, PAUL, THE CITY CHAFTER VII OX CART AND STAGECOQACH PAGE 8

Willoughby and Powers sought to hold their established trade, but the "Yellow

Line" met each cub with one of their owmne The St, Anthony lxpress recordeds

Messrs, Willoughby & Powers, determined not %o be oubdone
by thelr enterprising noighbors, have recently received from
the east, one of the most beautifully fimished (sic) coaches
that wo have ever examined, The rich velvet plush covering
of the seft seats and backsg the silk lining and exquisite finish
of the paintings are far superior to eastern coachés, They will
run daily between St, Paul and 5%, Anthony, and in comnection
with the excellent carriages of Vessrs, Fattison & Benson furnish
the very best accommodations for the inereasing travel between
the villages, arnd yet frequently cammot accommodate all the
travelers, 16c.

Another line of Willoughby and Powers featured a daily round trip Yo

Stillweters A coach lef% S5%e "‘Paul daily at 7 a, m,, reaching S¢illvater at
noone At 2 e Mo b started the return trip, arriving back in Ste Paul eb
6 pe me Other services were edvertised in newspapers of the day; "Burbank

& Person will have & mall stage from 5t, Paul to Galens, tolxs-t:: a8 soon as
gteamboating is closed « o+ o« [ on account ofJ the ice,"

Barly in 1852 PDurbank, W, L, Faucette, and Henry M, Rice organized
the Minnesota Express Fassenger and Mail Line, Later Burbank Joined with
Captain Russell Blakely to form the Mmesota Stage Company, Agein in 18564
Purbenk went into partmership with Charles Vaitney, erganizing the Northwestemn
Express Company, Ab ome %ime this last conocern worked more than 700 horses

and employed 200 mom,

180s B8t Anth: Express, July 12, 1881,
156d, Demoorat &;eeﬁ'g, !f?Gruury 11, 1851,
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The stagecoach may have been a picturesque vehicle, but travelers
of the day were not enthusiastic about its traveling qualities, A letter to

the editor of the St, Paul Pioneer complained bitterlyy

No more unhappy infliction could Be imposed upon one's
worst enemy than a general shaking up over one hundred and
sixty miles + + in a cramped, screaching, lumbering wagon,
called nowea-days a stage coach, The stage coach remains
the curse of every traveler and stage operators will stick
most persistently to the old adage -- "Never too full to
take on another passenger." « + On the trip to LaCrosse there
were nine passengers inside and one on the outside, Tangled
up thus like a skein of yarnm, they were jolted up and down
for thirty long weary hours 4 + « I would suggest to the
stage owners that they prohibit some of thelr drivers from
using such outrageous profanity in the presence of ladiles
e » o Is there any necessity for ladies traveling with a
dry goods store and two or three millinery shops about their
person? How about their adopting some neat warm and close
fitting travelling dress so that masculines may not be 16,
gmothered to death in the stage coach o + with hoop skirbs .

Conditions had been good for a long time, and a few expected a
gsetback in 1857, Even when the spring brought ominous rumors and eastern

papers began to carry sbtories of collapsing western land values, hope still

ran high, Then eastern capitalists became panicky about thelr investments,

In the later summer of 1857 several large companies dealing in western lands

collapsed, and banks began to fail. On October 1, the St, Paul Pioneer Democrat

reported that there was nothing special to note in this eity, except that money

is searce and scarcely any loans are being made , + o Thore is no excitement
16a.
here, and no danger apprehended."

16, 8t. Paul Pioneer, Jan, 51, 18633 letter to Editor, signed "Alva,"
16a¢ Ste Paul Pioneer Democrat, Oct. 1, 1857,
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But on October 3 the 5te Paul Advertiser changed its tone of hopefulness

to one of despairy "The *grand erash' is fairly upon uss 9ts Paul has stood
the shock nobly, but the inevitable result has finally reached ustz. n the
8th there was considerable excitememt bLecause of the "general suspension
of banks and bankers"™ in the east, FEarly that day Marshall end Company in
Ste Paul ammowmoed suspension. Later the same day the fimm of Truman Smith
closed its doorse The 1list of loeal fallures lengthened, and on the 2lst
a final blow was dealt by the closing of Borup and Oakes, i

Ibasures taken to alleviete the effects of the punic were fruitless,

The closing of the baxks made it extremely difficult ¢o earry on business, and

real ostate wvalues collapsed, State laws regulating banking reTe passed, but

these were ineffectual, and no gemeral improvement in the banking system wag
apparent wtil af'ter the passage of national regulatory legislation in 1865,
As late as 1858 some optimists were yet speaking of the conbinued °
stagnation in business as "merely a temporary embﬁmumnt."zg.}mt by this
time most people expected conditions to grow worse rather than betber, and
one eormentator gusssed that “probably time will demonstrate the wrwelcome

30e
fact that the depths are not yet unsounded, Everything indicates it,"

8t« Paul Advertiser, October 3, 1857,

BE, reul Pioncer and Democrat, Ostober Be22, 1857,
Bte raUl Plonoer and Demoorat, September 23, 1868,
B%e Taul Ploneer and Democrat, Jume 1, 1861,
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Some time elapsed following the bank crashes, however, before bad
business was reflected in the muber of steamboat arrivals at St. Faule The
yoar 1857 brought 966 boats and the following season 1,090 arrived, Bub
the next year sew the beglmning of & decline that was never to be overcome,

meaffic on the Minnesote River also reached its height and then dropped sharplys

In the depths of the pamic a promouneed quiskening in the fur trade
brought some relief, During the winter of 1857<58 arrengements wore made
with the Secretary of the Treasury, permitting the Hudson's Bay Company to
ghip 12 goods in bond through 5%, Paul, abandoning the long esteblished York
Factory ronte ,for the Red River carits, @B‘Thia action occurred simulbaneously
with the Dritish Govermmmt's deolision to terminate the exclusive jurisdiction
of the Pudson's Bay Company in northwestern Canada, Additional fur shipmentes
began to flow through St, Paul as Ste Paul tradors for the first tire weore

able to participate legally in the Camedian trade,

From the time of its first merchendise store, S5t, Faul's development
into & jobbing cenbter had been steady. A great stirmlus to trade was tls state's
surplus of egriculture, Large quantities of oats, potatoes, and cranberries
were sent oub,  Although, due to the price decline, the business was not
profitable, Fotatoss vhich had sold for £1.25 a bushel two years before

sold in 1857 for 25 cents a bushel,

48, Schmid, Calvin, Social Sag& of Two Cities, Minneapolis Coumeil of Soecial
Agencies, Minneapolls 1U07, Pe cZe
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New enterprises now began to cause basic changes in S%, Paul's
sconomie 1ife, Tn the towns and villages over the state, 8%, Faul found
& rich sowroe of business and trade, Rotall merchants discovered 1t was
profitable to handle the trade of small town storelwepers at prices slightly
lower than retail, and this combination of wholesale and retail merchandising

continued for some time,

The panic had a stimulating influence on wholesale trade, lany
small merchants during the boom period hed enjoyed liberal credit from enstern
wholesalers, After 1857 the loceal merchant found himself restricted 4o St
Paul and Ste Anthony for supplies, And as trede grew, the agrarian situation
became steadily betiter, One auvthority reported;

Perhaps the most singular change was the increase in wheal

production from 1,401 to over 2,000,000 bushels, Corn , + o

from 15,726 to 2,941,962 bushelsy potatoes from 21,145 to

2,515,486 bushelsy and the yleld of ocats from 50,5682 to 2,176,000
bushelsy, The homd marlet had growm too, There were 64 counties

where before there had been only nine and the population had growm
from 6,077 for the entire territory to 172,128 for the now states 53,

With the announcement of a big gold strike on the Frasier and Thompson
Rivers in British Columbia, plens were hurriedly made to expand transportation
faciliticos on the Rod River in order that S5t, Faul might receive ites share of
the trade, Captain Russell Blakely was sent to investipgate, and he reported
that the river was navigable three or four months a year, Anson Worthup
was given £2,000 by the 8¢, Faul Chamber of Commerce to transport a bost o

the Red River and place it in oporation on that stream,

93¢ Blegen, Theos Cs, "New Buildings Vent Up Almost Over Night," Bullding
lmesota, Dy Cy FHeath and Company, New York, 1938, p. 2. '
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Machinery for this ship was teken from the old Governor Ramsey,

and the lumber came from the Ste Croix region., The boat, christened the

Anson Northup, was launched in the spring of 1858, Rapids and low water

made navigation unsatisfactory, however, and Northup finally refused to

continue.

As the panic waned, promobers sought %o resume railroad
constructions Although railroad laws made free land available on the
completion of 20 miles of trackage, funds could not be found, The "Five
Million Dollar Loan Bill"™ was a scheme to laon the eredit of the state %o
the railroad companies, The dangers inherent in such legislation were
obscured by the general clamor for railroads, and only a few members of
either major party opposed it, The bill was approved at a special election
and passed by the legislature, iﬁ;reupon the promoters began a great show
of activity, Scarcely a year later, however, the wvalue of state bonds had
fallen so low that they were no longer accepted as collateral, so work had
to be abandoned again in July 1858, The state itself was now in serious

56,
finaneial difficulties,

35 Daily Minnesotian, St. Paul, March 11, 18868,
86, TFolwell, We We, History of Minnesota, Minnesota Historical Society,
St, Paul, 1924, VoI, 2, pps 2202,
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In the spring of 1858 Ignatius Donnelly, who was to bocome the
region's most umpredictable pelitician, arrived from Philadelphia. His
Pirgt Mnmmesota venture was an attempt to fownd a new city, Winiger, Bub
the place was never to become the metropolis of Domnelly's dreams, He
did obtain a post office, but the stage drivers refused to stop at the
settlement, and its fow residents had to walk three miles to Hastings for

18,
their mail,.

The first capitol building was occupied by the legislatwre in
January 1854, Though the location of the eapitol at St, Paul was supposedly
a closed issue, plang were brewing behind the secemes to rob St. Paul of the
honors. Tn 1857 a company was formed at St, Peter which promised to erect
legislative buildings superior to these in St, Paul, and & bill to remove
the capital to Ste Peter was introduced inte the legislature. In February
the meesure passed the House by a vote of 20 4o 17 and the Council in twm

approved it by a vote of 8 %to s

Ste Paul was panic strickem, Suddenly it was discovered that Joe
Rolette, chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills had disappeered, taking
the bill with him, Great excitement attended this wmexpected development,
Almost everybody was suspected of complicity, and “there were heated recriminations,.
A special police force had to be detailed to keep order in the legislature,
Each member remained at his desk, a cot and a basket of food beside him, As

the deadline for the session's end approached, a duplicate copy of the bill

18, 5" Vinnesota

History Bulletin, St., ‘aul, 19I8, vol, 17, ppe 262276,
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was offered for authentication, but the President of the Council md the
Speaker of the House refused to sign the substitute,

Rolette's interest in the matter, as described later, was an
amusingly superfieial one, As representative of the Pembina district, he
had had to make the long journey to Sts Paul by dog sled, and he did not
relish the idea of having the eapital moved still farther awmy from his
homee During the uproar, he was hidden away in his room at the Fuller House,
while the sergeenteatesrms, a St, Faul supporter, looked for him "in all
places where he surely would not be found," Eventually the Governmor signed
the substitute copy, but the courts ruled that the action was void, e

Other attempts were made %o change the capital's location, Iven
Mnneapolis and St, Anthony cooperated with the smaller towms in these efforts,

Among the various proposals made were removal to Nicollet Island, to “some

wostern point," or to Winoma. Stillwater, Minneapolis and 5te Anthony favored

Fendiyohi Cownby. This last proposal passed the legislature but vas vetoed
25,
by Governor larshals Marshall said in rejecting the bill,

224 Dean, Vim, A, "A History of the Capital Buildings of Mnnesota and Sowe
Account of the Struggle for the Location," !Himnesota Historical Collections,
Ste Paul, 1008, vol, 12, ppe Del5,
Dean, "A History of the Capital Buildings of MMmmesota,™ vols 12, pe 17.
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1 am inforred by competent and reliable engineers who have
made o careful estimate that the geographical centre of state is
within & redium of five miles of the juetiom of the Crow Wing md
Missiasippl rivers « « o o The proposed location is ninety miles
south southwest, only twenbty miles nearer the true geographical
center than the present temporary seat of govermment,

Supporters of the measure became indignant, and the )iwneapolis Tribwne

recklessly wroteg

The St, Paul papers are responsible for shamefully mise
leading the publie in regard to the location of Kandiyohi. MNost
people outside the state have pot the idea from their desoriptions,
that it is some sort of & mysterious and impenetrable wilderness
out beyond the farthest frontier . s+ « o but in spite of 5t
Paul influence and vetoes, Handiyohi is certain some day %o be
the center of the population of Mnnesota, 206,

Concerned as the people of Sbe Paul were with the rapid growth,
trade and development of their city, they still found time for recreation, Since
the eity was in many respects a frontier post with indefinite contact with the
oast, soecial life was of a necessity restricteds Entertaimment had developed,
however, from the peried of the forties, and the theatre, concert and musie

halls all were populars

"Ponight will be performed Shakespeare's great tragedy of 1mobeth, "

annmownced a newspapors "lre Ce We Couldock as Macbeth and Miss He Irvine as
fady Vacbeths" A change of bill for the next night offered "irs Couldock as
Richeliou end Miss Irvine as Julie Delorbimeres" At the conclusion of this

engagoment the vielinist, Ole Bull, was heard in a concerts Following that,

55e
"Hough and Meyers presentod the Merchant of Venice and Dence in the park,"

26, lnneapolis Tribume, July 1, 1869,
55, Tloneer and vemocrat, July 14, 15, 17, 21, 1886,
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Among the emtertainers of the decade were the Pealk family of

bell ringers end Antonie mnd Carroll's Great Vorld Circus, Two plays that
56
were seasonal favorites were Ingomer snd The Marble Hearbe Popular
E3

theatres were Scott's and the People's,

T¢ wag not wntil 1861 that St, Faul organiszed a volumbeer fire
department, No horses were used; the firemen themselves pulled the carts, and
water was pumped from eisterns, The apparatus consisted of several hosewcaris
and one hook and ladder compeny, Christian Hoffmen, 95eyear-old pioneer, still

yemenbors the department of that time, "At every fire Mrs, Bartletd Presloy,

wife of the fruit merchant but better lmown as mother of the fire departwent,

would come and gerve us sendwiches, Our worst fire was the old Conmeert Hall,
where two brothers, Charles snd August Mueller, were forced to Jump from the
Ble
eighth floor,"
leamvhile the abolitionist movement steadily gathered force, The
igoue of slavery grew daily more acubte, Coples of Harriet Deecher Stowe's new

book, Uncle Tom's Cabin, were passed around from family %o fanily in 8%, Paul

witdl the books were worn out, Readers were equally vehement in praising or

darming the novel, according to their personal convietions, Another woman,

56, Daily Pioneer and Demoorat, August 29, 1887,

57 Sneor Snd DeuooTaT August 29, 1867.
6le Inﬁxgﬂem Yol Tman, Uﬁﬁsiim last living member of S%. Faul's Volumbeer
Fire Department, Sepbember 27, 1941,
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Jane Crey Swisshelm, was also prominent in the antieslavery movement in the

Hortlwests Her lectures, given from 1857 to 1865 throughout Mimmesote, proveked

a groat deal of controversy., In 8%, Faul, as in other northern settlements

along the Mississippi, the influence of river trade and travel had & profownd
effect upon slavery sentiment, Immigrants and visitors from below the Mason
end Dixon line were gealous evamgelists, and through them the river commmities
had & more sympathetis understanding of the South's economic plight than was
provalent elsewhere in the Norths St, Paul, before the gecession, was somie
hostile territory for abolitionist missionaries,

So the peried of the ox cart and stagecoach drew to an end,
Ferhaps no year ever closed with darker forebodings than 1860, To the South,
the skies were growing blacker day by day, Rumblings of rebellion troubled
the Northe The natiomal situation was reflected in St, Paul where business
was depressed, banks were failing, currency was depreciated, and investments
wore on the downgrade. Sccession from the Union by intractible cottoneproducers,

states! rights upholders and slave holders seemed inevitable,
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The River, Artery to Empive

Water travel gontributed materially to the growth of 8t Louis,
Galona, then Chicago, and finally Ste Paule Its importance eould hardly be
overostimated, Inseparably identified with early St, Paul, the Mississippi
river invited and hastoned developmmt, The voyagewr and the packet capbain
were to hold sway for a brief bubt ploturesque period, yes-bhie pewied, yot this
period served to ostablish the trade supremmoy of the Capital,

Without water travel the lead mines of Galena eould never have been

so rapidly exploiteds without egress to world markets by Fever Rivor and the

traffie with Ste Louis 400 miles dowmstream and Fort Smelling nearly 500 miles
above, Galena, by the time of the Civil Wer a decadent, forgotten city, ocould
actually, thanks to water, boast a newspaper in 1828, five whole years before

1.
Chicago was borme

Chicago, because of ite lake trade, had made giant strides before it

gsecured its first rall comnection with the Bast in 1868, What was dogtined to
become 1ts "loop" was a fencedein cow pasture in 1828, Incorporated as a towm
five years later, Chicago was already playing with destiny vhén in 1843 it
passed an ordinance barring pigs from ruming in its streeta.

S8imilarly, St, Paul had nebulous beginnings. Perhaps Ste Paul's
fivst oitizen may never be definitely determineds Should this prove to be the
ocase, old "Pig's Eyo" Parrant, lorical eclaimant, might have sweet reprisal upon

the earlier and successive "first citizens" who have scormed his memorys

e E!C'hcrﬂl"f'}. Vine = Stearboating on the Upper Mississipri, pe 2186,
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Dominated by the river, St. Paul underwent numerous christenings
and reechristenings before Rev, Fr, Galtier's naming survived, Michel LeClaire
from Csnade and Grand Marais, is thought by some to have been St Paul's first
resident, A carpenter and fur ¢ompany employe who built Alexander Faribaultt's
house in 1856, he settled in the vieinity, if not on the site of modern 8t, Paul
and the locality beceme lmown along the river as Pointe LeClaire. Americ-ns later
dubbed it “Laclaire%;."

Long before the mid«Fifties brought the great rush of settlers, the
river had determined St. Paul future. Unlike the Rock Island Rapids that for a
time halted upriver traffic, the St, Anthony Folls was an insurmountable barrier
and influenced the decision that fixed 8t, Paul as the head of navigationes The
Falls, however, made St. Anthony and laeter Mimmeapolis the terminus for river
trade to the northe

As with all river towns, the character of the three willages that
were to spring up about the Fells was peculiarly influenced by the Mississippi.
Perhaps no better example of the riverts dominating hold upon earlyriver towns
can be found than John Stevens! explanation and apology for the laylng out of the
Minneapolis townsite. The latter was the only vill ge of the three that enjoysd
a rational program of city plamning,

® . . e As no one expected at this time," wrote Stevens of the year
1854," that much of the land back of the first plateau would ever be used for any

other than agricultural purposes, after consulting with all elaimants up and down

_Zt. HOfﬁ'ﬂ&n‘ M, M.' Eiw Li{;’hts on 01& jS.r¥. Pﬂters & EarIy g‘h. Paul, Pe 45.
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the river immediately adjoining my land, we concluded there should be one avenue
1aid out rumming parrallel with the river, which should be the basis for laying
out the towns that the name of this avenue should be Washington, This decision
with regard to laying ouvt the prineipal avenue in such a menner as to run pearallel
with the river as the foindation for laying out all the other land into gtreets,
avenues, lots and blocks was a great error, an error that, had my foresight been
as pood as my present sight, would never have occurreds What I should have done,
was 4o have paid no attention to the windings of the river, but ren the streets
directly east and west, and the avenues directly north and gsouths As all the
land subsequently laid out and plotted in Minneapolis had for a starting point
my first survey, it made me responsible for all time for this unfortunate early
migtake « o+ o "

Miost if not all the cities on the banks of the Mississippi and its
tributaries, at this time, had the prineipal part of the business confined to
pretty near the steamboat landings, The idea was general that the stores and shops
would be close to the banks of the river; and so they were at first, none could be
prevailed upon to invest very far back from the rivei:"

St. Paul, the first of the Twin Cities to be settled and by men lacking
Stevens! sense of public interest, was to suffer greatly from its helteregkelter
and myriad plattings. Peculiarly, there was great interecity rivalry between the
gsection dominated by the Upper Lending or Waber street and the section which looked
to the Jackson street or lower Landing for its steamboat arrivals, St, Anthony and
Ste. Cloud also experienced the rivalry inherent in having two landings., Minneapolis
somewhat similarly split upon locating the site of its first courthouse because of

property development influemced by the river.

¥.  Stevens, John H,, Personal Reoo0llections = Ps 250,
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The American Fur Company and its Minnesote territorial subsidiary,
the Worthern Outfit, played a significant part in develeping carly steamboat
traffic, Without the subsidiging effect of the shipment of government supplies
and of the transport of troops to and from frontier posts, river traffie would
have been ineignificants Wo better proof of thig is necessary than the fact
that, as late as 1863, St. Paul's traffic in government supplies exceeded the
volume done in supplying ue'htleri:

It should be noted, howevor, thet the transeontinental railrcad survey
party came up river that year, Isaac I, Stevens, commandant of the party and

newly appointed governor of Viashington territory, arrived with a eargo of mles

May 27, 1853, and began orgenizing the overland party et 5t, Paul, Vith the

upsurge of imvigration in 1854 and later years, passenger travel shared prominence

with freight traffic.

Steamboating in early days, like fur tr-ding, cent red about a fow
perscnalities, Henry He Sibley and Hercules I, Dousman were the respective grandees
of the fur trade in Mimmesota territory and Wisconsine EBach played a part in ene
couraging river traffie « +» '« The river too had its dominant personalities in
Ceptaing David Ge Dates, Daniel Smith Harris, Joseph Throckmortcn, John and George
We Atchison, and others,

Dousman, Sibley, and other officers of the American Fur company, gave
financial support as well as trade to the river captains, The Fur company was
part=ovmer of the Burlingbon, bullt in 1837, end captained by Throckmorton, &
favorite of Dovaman and the Fur companys Heury Sibley, Tranklin Steele, B. W,
Brisbois, and Capbain William H, Hooper owmed e¢ach an eighth interest in the Lymx,
4, Teterson, Um, Dtemmboating on Uppor NLesiseippl, Des SUSs
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and Dousmen held the remainig half imterest in 1844, Again in 1850, Brisbois,

Dougman, and Henry M Rice of St, Paul, held part interest in Captain Orrin Smith's
Se

Homineo .

The Galena Packet company was organized in 1847, with Messrs. Campbell,

Smith, Brisbois, He Ms Rice, Colonel Dousman, He He Sibley, and M, We Lodwick as

the incorporators, The firm's first packet was the Argo and it was in the trade
until October when it snagged and ssnk at Wabasha. The next summer, the Arge was

replaced by the Dry Franklin, rival to the Semator, ruming out of 8ty Louis. Up

to this period and the golden days that were to follow, steamboating had been an
individual venture, Such river corporations as the Galena Packet company, the
Minnesota Packet company, the Keokuk, the Northern Line, the White Collar Line,
and others could not submerge the personalities of the river captains,

~Captain Russell Blakely, clerk onm the "Argo" during her brief career,
lived not only to enjoy a career as captain of the Nominee in 1853 and the Galena
in 1864, but brenched into the express business, stage coach, railroad, and banking
buginess, He beceme & political power in Ste Pauls. A story of his launching a
gteamboat upon the Red River is told. The legend pgoes that Indians wrote Blakely
to eomplain that the "weter fowl" disturbed the bones of their ancestors and asked
atonement in the way of "four kegs of yellow money." Needless to say, the spirits
of the Indians' ancestors went unrequited,

Captain Lovis Rebert, one of St, Paul's founders and civie leaders,
earned wide fame on the river before settling permanently in S5t, Pauls "Loule
Robair®™ was beloved for his quaint dialect, generous deeds and chivalry. Om one
occaglon, he was the unwitting domo¥ of a new bell to the Catholie parish when

Bishop Cretin, kmowing his man, had Captain Robert purchasé the bell in S5ts Louis,

Se Potorson, Wm, Steamboating on The Upper Mississippi, p. 157.
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Robert's entry into steamboating resulted from observing St Pavl's

need for better service, particularly at the opening and closing of navigation.

He went to St. Louis and purchased the Greek Slave for $20,000, and captained

her himgelf, He came to own a fleet of five pavkets,

Newson in his Pen Pictures describes Robert as a " , . , tall,

mugscular man, with strong featuresj decided convictionsy great emergy; excellent
buginess qualitiesy end &+ s o+ & born leader of men," During the years 1858«565,
he controlled the French vote in St, Paul and in alliance with the Irish leader,
William Pitt Murray, contrived Democratic victorics in the local political arena,

To Murray also must go much credit for helping organize St, Paul as a
civie entity in the Fifties, In the words of Agchbishop Ireland, years later,
"There was in the atmosphere a soent of the prophet when on wintry nights, in
the old frame-built City Hall, Williem P, Murray and his fellow councilmen would
gather cloge to the reddemed stove and William would say, 'Boys, let us think
wisely; we are lepislating for a village which will scon be a great cig;.'"

The Nominee, which replaced the Senator in trade, became the nucleus
of a fleet that rivaled the Galena Packet company, This was the Minnesota Packet
company, formally organized in 1852,

The fiery pair of brothers, Captain Daniel Smith Harris and Meelker,
the engineer, furnished the Packet company hot competition in 1852 with their
new steamer, The St, Faul,

"By this time everybody on the river from Galema to St. Paul had taken

sides in this fight," wrote Captain Blakeley, "and after the ¢lose of navigation

J

6. St PAUL Ploneor Press = AQAress of Trelend, at Dedication of Ste Paul hotel,
April 10, 1910,
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the friends of both parties insisted that there was enough for all in the trade."
The Gelena and Mimmesota Packet company was founded with Captain Orren Smith as
presidents The building of new boats by the two interests virtually foreed the
two factions to merge to aveid ruinous competition in the face of fabulous pros=
perity.

On May 11, 1854, the first daily newspaper, the Minnesotian, began

publications In June it was announced that a daily mail service was not entirely

fulfilled, however, for in November there were still complaints, agd the voicing

of @ hope that perhaps the winter service by stage might be hetter,

Settlers floocked no-thward with the eagerness of migrating duckse The
tragie colony of Rollingstone came in 1852-53, and despite the pleadings and warne
ings of Captein Blakeley and others settled roofless upon the Indians' prairies
sbove Wabagha Landing. Sickness and privation caused many needless deaths,

e estimate that during the present season," wrote the Daily Democrat

editor, October 30, 1854," the arriving steamboats have landed here upwards of
forty-five thousand passengers, It is entirely safe to estimate also that each
of these persons has left with us, in necessary expenses, the sum of ten dollars,
and this will give us & result of $450,000 being added to the currency of the
place o s o "

On November 1, the Daily Minnesotian recorded: " s+ o+ o We leamn

that a new town Zrﬁt. Lawrcncqi7 is to be laid out on the Minnesota river, some
15 miles sbove Shakopee « « o « A friend of ours from that seotion, says we

in St, Paul cen have no real conception of the rapidity with which this whole
upper country is being filled up with emigrents, He estimated that no less than
six thousand settlers have gone in above Shakopee since the opening of navigation

lagt springe"

7. Daily Mimmesotian, 8t. Paul, June 19, and November 11, 1854 (Minnesota Annals),




8T, PAUL, THE CITY Chapter 7 Pape 8

The parade of nations was underway. Such press announcements as:

"November 19, the first issuve of the Mimnesota ﬁeutsche uaitung_anneared,
"rhree hundred Swedes debarked at Stillwater last evening from the Steamer Galena.
They will settle in the vieinity of Chisago leke, where a large mumber of their
countrymen have already found comfortable homes;" and againgy ". < + A large
colony of Norwegians have settled on the North Fork of Root River o o " or
the items "Father MCMANUS, on Sunday, pronounced the first sermen in the Irish
language ever delivered in Mimnesota, at the Catholie chapel . . «" bespoke a
future wellerealized in Minnesoi;.

Rivermen were not lef't alone to foster settlement, In an effort %o
arouse interest in the Territory's possibilities, William G, LeDue was sent %o
New York im 1853, with an exhibit of Mimnesota products for the Crystal Palace
World's Fair., The St, Paul stationer and bookstore man was allotted $300 by the
legislature snd, as planned, a shaggy bison bull, transported to New York with
herculean labor, was to feature an imposing exhibit, but the governors of the exe
position refused to be "buffaloed," flatly turning down the beasts The rest of
the display, however, comprising wheat, rye, oats, corn, furs and Indian articles,
ineluding a birch bark canoce, a really meritoriocus exhibit, agrieulturally end
otherwige, shared a better fate, People of the Fastern states had been interested
in the more spectacular development of the far west, but the flattering comments
which this exhibit recieved from Horace Greeley and other eastern editors and
leaders, served to bring Minnescta favorably to their attention, but the immigrants
came usually out of the impelling desire for free 1and.9.
B8« Daily Minnesotlan, Nove t y . r 3, 18543 Daily

Minnesota Pioneer, Hovenber 14, 1854; Daily Minnesota Fioneor, November 21, 1854,

9 William G, Le Due, Minnesota at the Crystal Palace Exhibition, New York, 1853;

Minnesota History Bullotin, Vols 1, Woe 7, August 1916, ppe 002=568) also see
We G LeDue to Martin McLeod, Ap,ll 8, 1853,
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On his vetura, Le Duec submitted a report to the Govermor pointing
oub the pessibility eof attracting foreign immizrants to Mimnesota and suggested
that official action should be taken toward that ends Govermor Gorman in his
messape to the legislature of 18556 asked that officlal agency be egtablished,

Such & measure was approved and Fugene Burnand wes placed in charge of the bureau
in Mew York, Le Duc had sugpested that the greatest possibilities for securing
settlers lay emong the Scandimavians but Burnand concentrated his efforts among
Germans, Swiss, Belgiens and French. MNost of those who came Uo the Territery

as e result of his work were Gcrmansfo.

Traffic on the river increased with the expanding needs of the Territoery,
the steady mumbers of incoming settleérs, the development of trade, New boat lines,
including the 8¢, Lovie and St. Pavl Company, the Diemond Jo Packet Company and
many others, were attracted by the extraordinary profits in northern Mississippi

11,
navication. The War Eagle, vhich had cost £20,000, cleared $44,000 profits in

one year alove and the City Belle, which had cost $11,000, brought in $30,000 in

profits during the same period.

10 T+ e Appel and Thoodore Nlogen, Ullioial Lncouragement of Immipration to
Vinnesota during the Territorial Teriod; Minnesota Listory nulletin during
The Territorial reriod, Minm. nistory bulletin, Vol. B, No, 8, August 1923,
PPe 169=1704
Gen, James He Baker, History of Transportation in Minnesota, Minuesota
History Collections, Vo. U, 1010, ps 174
Je Metcher Williams, A History of the City of 8%, Paul, Minnesota History
Collections, Vol, 4, 1876, De EEU.
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In the sanme year, the energetic LeDue was to build the first brick
houge "on the bluff," on the south side of Third street. Occupied first as the
post office, it in turn became a saloon, the home of several newspapers, and

finally settled back in its old career of tavern %o becor® the famed lendmark,

the Tivoli, that survived until the tornado of 1204 reduced it to wreckage.

It was not rebullt,

The river paced the commercial life of the city in this period, Perhaps
no year has proved more eventful im 8%, Paul history than 1854, 8t Paul formally
beceme & city. On March 4, 1854, the legislature passed an act incorporating St,
peanl, A fow months later the oity was visited by the "Grand Excursion® which
marked the completion of the railroad as far west as Rock Island, Tllinois, thus
comnecting the river traffic of Mimnesota directly with the east., River Captain
Russell Blakeley wrote of it that, "Dells were rung and whistles sounded and the
curling waters of the Great River opened to receive the keels of vegsels freighted
with hundreds of the most distinpguished men end women of the nation, who had
never before set eyes upon the rich beauties which nature has distributed pro=
fusely over our mighty valle;?.

Thousands of guests rode over the newly completed rail line and eme
barked on river packets to Sts Pauls When they had Yo be conveyed to St, Anthony
in carriages, wagons and coaches, Sts Faul hooted their derision of the rival
oity's pretensions of being head of navigation on the river. It was a triumphal
day for St, Paul, They spoke of the "Great River." They did not foresee, in the
approach of the railroads, the river's decline,

T8, Thssell Dlakely, History of the Discovery of the lississippi end The Advent
of Commerce in mmmm%y—mﬂectims,%l. B, OGe Paul,
1898, p. o0,
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The gay visitors were mot for the most part prospective settlers, bub
stories of the excursion in many papers and magazines had an effect upon ime
mipration, It was estimated that fortyefive thousand settlers were landed in

Ste Paul by the end of the year, A newspaper recorded that, "They do not tarry
14,
here long but scatter themselves over the Territory in search of claims," Though

eastern states conmtinued to send the majority of neweomers, the first groups of
15,
foreign immigrants began to appears It was the year of the Crant tour. The

£iret wheat, 2,000 bushels, " s « « A small lot of very good white wheat , « "

gselling at $1.55 in St, Louls was ghipped out of the territory., Sawmills and
grist mills burgeoned. Settlers trampled over one cnother, Tour daily newspepers
clarioned the prosperity. Five railroads, though stillborn, were nevertheless in-
corporated that year by the state legislature.

"Pive hundred dollars per foot has been offered for improved business
property at the lower landing, and refused," stated the Daily Mimesotian Jume 27,
1854, That fall, the same daily could reporty; "The people in the lower part of
town are moving in the businéss of erecting a new and capacious first class hotel.
They must carry through the work, if they expect to succesd in holding their present
positione™ The week tefore Normem Kittson's Sintomine House, newly completed hostel-
ry in lower town, had mysteriously caught fire and for lack of a fire department
was a total loss.

Lumber could not be supplied fast enough for the extensive building.
It was reported im July that twenty buildings were being delayed due %o lack of

16,
building materiale.

14, Daily Democrat, Septs 10, 1004, ote Faul (Minnesota Annals).

15, Daily Democrat, Sts Paul, The Rise and Progross of 8t. Paul, October 28, 1854
(Minnesota Annals ).

16, Daily Minnesotien, July 18, 1854 (Minnesota Annals ).




$7, FEUL, THE CITY Chapter 7  Pape 12

When in 1841 Count Harassthy, a Hungarian nobleman and master of the

small steammer, S5t, Anthony, had brought the logs for Reve Fr, Galtier's chapel

from Marine mill and around Point Douglas to the future St. Paul, he filled the
first order for timber in S5t, Paul. Paradoxically, the eity, throughout the
Fifties, folt a lumber shortage despite the fact of its location near a great
timber belt}

To offset this shortage, Capts William B, Dodd had erected the first
steam sawmill below the lower landing in the late fall of 185le The rotary saws
were not setisfactory and the next fall he erected a larger mill near the same site.
This mill ran night and day and employed 32 hands, Ames and Hoyt had & mill on
Trout Run and Alpheus Fuller ancther on the edge of the bluff in Upper towm, dure
ing 18564, Joln Re Irvine's old mill near Fuller's was not operating, Two pgrist
mills also were in existence. Foundries meneged by Fe¢ & Je Be Gilman and Qe Se
Locke & Cos were already anticipating the need for apgriculbural implements, and
W, Spencer and Company opérated a sash and door factory employing thirty men,

Despite sewmill development, the Daily Democrat of November 15 declared;

"om every side there is a pressing demand for lumber which it is impossible to meet,
Ste Paul with its steam-mills is destitutey and 8¢, Anthony with its eight saws
driven by waterw-pover, is almost equally 80 « s« « o It is said that there is

to be an unequalled formideble invasion of the pineries this winter and we hope
that instead of sending their logs below for market the timber cutters will trust
them %o a home market%z'

The prediction proved te be guite correct for in 1866, the surveyors

general reported sealing 6,000,000 feet of logs for Dorup and Oakes alvrge The

17, Dally Demoorat, Uctober 2o, 1004 and November 10, 1004
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logs were caught in the 5%, Faul boom as they came over the Falls and were then
floated to the mills down stream, A lerge number went to 8¢, Lovis, In time,
the bulk of Minmesoba's timber, as its wheat, came to Dbe milled in the Twin Cities,

A prominent figure in the rafting phase of the Mississippi river trade
was Coptain Stephen B, Hanks, whose father's only sister wes the lmmortal Naney
Hanks, mother of Abraham Lincoln, Captain Hanks aloo served as a pilot for the
Calena and linnesota Packet companys

The shortage of luwber as well as other supplies in the years 1854«55,
$1lustreates the needs of St, Paul for added transportation and developmente

"rhere were at least 15 steamboats at the lower levee when ve arrived
there, all busy « + o unloading," recalled Judge Loren Ce Collins of his arrival
in 1852, "They were packed with passengers and freight coming up the river, but
going dowm they carried very little, for there was nothing to ship, The first
shipnent of any consequence were potatoes in the gpring of 1855, For 2 or 3 years
after that noarly all the flour and grain used in the territory was brought from

While Minnesota abounded in hay and grass, baled hay end feed was being
ghipped from down-river ports even after 1865.

The river then was virtually the line of commmication and supply for
the invading army of settlers. A letter writer %o the Boston Abtlas in July, 1855,
yrotes "The emigration hither has doubled this year and besides a regular line
of 6 large mail steamers from Galena, and some 30 or 40 others on the Mississippl
employed this season in bringing emigrants, a large number are coming with teams
from neighboring states. For three weeks past atb LaCrosse, on the Missisgsipri,
gn averape of 30 teams have crossed the ferry daily bound for this territory with

larpe numbers of cattle,

Tucy Le We U1d Rall Fonco GOTNOTrs, Pe &/0e
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"The emirrants, also the Germans, Nerwegiens, Swedes, and other
foreigners who came up the river, mostly settle, or technieally speaking 'squat?
upon the unsurveyed and unoccupied lands in order to get them by pre=-emption
when surveyed by the Government at $1.25 per acre « + « o There is yet to the
north of this ¢ity land already surveyed that can be entered or bought at governe
ment prices but nome of good quality within 30 miiss." . ®

The river boats brought things other than settlers and freisht to St.

Paul, The Royal Arch pulled up to St. Paul in May, 1863, with its passengers

scourged by Asiatic choleras A child, the first case, had taken ill at Galena,
and at the boat's arrivel in St. Paul thirteen corpses lay under a canvas on the
lower deck,

"Wotwithstanding the ghastly freight « .« .," wrote a cormentator,
"rind hearts sympathized and kind hends were extended to helps and the dead were
buried and everything possible was done for the sick and suffering survivers,

many of whom died after being carried ashore at St., Paul &« + + o Henry P

Pratt, editor of the St. Paul Minnesotian, sickened and died from infeetion caught
20,
by minigtering to the stricken ones,"

Incorporation of the city by the state legislature, at its session in
1854, led to the election of David Olmstad, shazgye-browed editor of the Demoorat,
as mayor, The act of lMarch 4 set off St. Faul, as an area of 2,400 acres, into

three wards and provided for election of officers,

10. Daily Winnesobian, July 10, 1600,
20, Folsom, W, He Cs = Fifty Years in the Northwest, p. T21l«22,
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Arrival of Barle S. Goodrich on the same day St. Faul became a Teity™

inaugurated a new era in journalism. Goodrich, & New Yorker of fine derivations,

had put down stakes at Greenm Bay in 1850, Joseph Re Brown, who succeeded Goodhwe

as publisher of the Pionecer, wished to sell. Goodrich purchased the newspaper
and the next day left for New York to get equipment for launching a daily on lMay

1, The rival publications, Democrat and Minnesotian, could not brook such zeale

The Demoorat emerged as a daily on the same day as Goodrich's Piomeor and the
Minnesotian chenged over om May 12,

A fourth daily newspaper appeared three days later in the Daily Times.
T, M, Newson, able writer on the Pioneer stalf, was the publishereeditor of the
new daily until 1861, St. Paul in consequence could boast unusual enterprise
with four dailies; yet the eity received only three mails a week,

The epic event on the river during 1854 was the Grend Excursion sponsored
by the Chicago and Rock Islend railroad upon completion of its line to the latier
torminal, The road conneoting the Mississippl was completed on VWashington's birthe
day anniversary, and at & Chicago meeting of rail officials the summer tour to 5%,
Paul and the Falls was planned, Services of the Calena and Minnesote Packet company
were enlisted and five packets were at dockside in Roek Island when the East's
royalty of finance, jourpalism, and culbure embarked,

fAbout five hundred persons were on board = the noble men and fair
women of the land = come for the first time to behold the goodly land, and some
to inherit it," wrote a contemporary and of the party's arrival at St. Faul con=
tinueds "Thesé splendid packets, on coming to town, were arranged and managed with
great tact and skill, considering the rapidity of the current at this point, and
after performing various evolubions, came up to the landing five abreast, The

drums beat, the bells rung, the cemnnon roared, the whistles screamed « « o
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More than & score of newspapermen were in the entourage to help
publicize the new West, Bxepresident Millard Fillmore, Charles A. Dana, George
Banc}oft, Governor Mattisonm of Illinois, Professor Stilliman, Yale geologist ,
Fdward Bates, and bevies of politicians, finenciers, and socialites were there,

The flotilla had arrived a day earlier than scheduled and St. Paul
of ficials were hard put to provide transportation and eomplete arrangements. As
one observer noteds "Sverything from the nicest buggles and chaises down to the
meanest drag, was engaged" to transport the. guests to St. Anthony Falls., Returning

by way of Fort Smelling, the visitors made gay at a grand ball at the capitol be=

fore hnsteningj?oard the packets for the retumn trip. Many such excursions were

to follow in the weke of this epochal one, before lowering war clouds halted the
gightseeing tours that the versabtile George Catlin had years before popularized
as the "fashionable tour,"

Departure of the eastern excursionists left S5t. Paul in a flux of

optimism and excitement, It was with high exultancy that the Dally Mimmesotian

gnmounced the passage of the Minnegota Reilroad bill granting lands to the Minnesota
and Northwestern railroad.

Wy o o to HENRY M, RICE, as Minnesota's delegate, belongs the honor
of leaving upon the pages of the nation's history, the record of the first act
of this kind that has ever transpired. No Territory, until this, had ever ree
ceived a grant of lands for railroad purposess and it is probable that Minnesota
will be the first territory whose soil will tremble beneath the tread of the Iron
Horse .21:“ wrote the editor,

The ink of President Plerce's signature was scarcely dry on the bill

when ugly rumor and fraud eclipsed the florescent hopes of lMimmesota speculators.

21, The Daily Minnesotian, July 15, 1004,




8T« PAUL, THE CITY Chapter 7 ~ Pase 17

" « » o The Yapitators' + « " bitterly chronicled the Mimesotien,"
wanbted no railroad unless they and their friends cculd 'male money' directly out
of the landg granted," The lanpuage of the bill appesred to have been altered
by the Clerk of the House, Jolm VW, Formey, and both chambers repealed the measure
on Augugt 8, An investigating committee found room for "severe censure™ but not
fraud,

The Congressional repeal not only amulled the charter but wiped out
the michedegired land grant to the state, OSpeculatiweminded end under popular
pressure end demands for a railroad, the ma jority faction of the legislature and
its Vashington partisang had "granted" away the state's entirve federal land grant
for a nonweristant and speculatively c¢onceived railroads, Delepate Hy My Rice and
others wore accused of having control of property at the mouth of the St, Louls
river and the western extremity of lLake Superior, which was to be & terminal point
of the proposed railroads

The legislative minority of the 1850 session sent a memorial to Congress
that "saved to Minnesota the land grent, end sundered all ties bebween it and the
. Mwesote & Northwestern Rallroad," Hemry H, Sibley, 8. Be Olmstead, Couneil
pregidenty Normen W. Eitteson, council member; and J, S, Norris, house ape;]éer,

"

were leaders of the minority's move which restored the pgrant on Aupust 27, 1866,

Mail routes, stege lines, and road development continued to be objects

of earnest promotion throughout the summer, Real estate developed rapidly and

the face wvalue of bills of exchange and beank issues bocame more and more a subject

of serutiny,  We We Hickoox, soon to be a vietim of a murderous assault, advertised

"Erie and Kalemazoo Reilread Money TAKEN in exchanpe for Drugs s + "

22, Inoestry Life and Times of . e 01016y = West, Nathamiol, ps 220,
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"In these times of uncertainty in paper money operations,” wrote
the Minnesotian's editor, "we would advise heolders in Mimmesota %o drive home
Atlanta money as rapidly as possible. It is one of the moest uncertain of the
2
uncertaig:;
A new type began to make itself lmown in 8%, Paul « a harder, more
aggrossive and less slowsmoving group of men. There had been a land boom before,

but following the "Great Excursion" conditions became "perfoctly wild" end values

on lend a mile from the business center socared as high as a thousand dollars an
24,
acIro.e

That cults were existent at this early date, is shown by the Daily
Democrat's reports "The Millerites have fixed the end of the world for the next
time, on the 10th of May mext, This is about the fourth or fifth fixing of the
same sorh%g.

Property development continued at a rapid pace in the city. Messrs. Ae.
Vance ‘rown, Stinson and Ramsey platted a new addition at the upper end of 8%, Paul,
Messrs, Trader, Kinmey and Bond hed also laid out another addition on the river's
benk. ™A sale of real estate broupght $275 per acre for land about 2 miles from

26,

St. Paul which a year ago micht have sold for $30 per acre," the Mimmesotian ine

formed its reeders.

%, Dally Minnesotlen, Wove 8, 1004,

24, Note = Mimmesobta History, March 1930, Vel. XI, Ne. 1, p. 109,
264 Daily Democrat, Octs 31, 18544

26, Daily Mimnesotian, May 12, 1854,
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The year marked advance in religious fields also. Rev, Fr, Micheel
Tuerzfeld arrived in St. Paul to lay the beginnings of the Assumption parish
and to serve the everegrowing German élement of S%t. Paul. Father Augustine
Raveux returned in mideyear from a visit to France and brought seven seminarians
to mem the churchts understaffed clergy. Protestant congregations also were
being swelled by the new settlers from Wisconsin, Iowa, and eastern states as
well as by hardy land-seekers from Northern Burope. Reve Edward Neill established
& new church, "The House of Hope."

Symboliec perhaps of the Indians'! retreat from the city was the hanging
of Yu=haegee on December 29, 1854, The Sioux had murdered a white woman two years
before and the white man's justice, with its usual contempt of urgemcy, had reached
out for its red vietim « the first to hang in Minnesota, Alone, unbefriended, the
miserable Yueha-zee was gibbeted upon St. Anthony hill with eries of scorn and
protest ringing in his ears.

Governor Gorman was not his hospitable self when Auctioneer Frank E,
Collins called on a January evening, 18556, in reference to an account, In the
longuage of the Minnesotian editor" , .« « some words passed between them,
when the Governor suddenly kmocked Mre Collins down ¢ « » the Governmor, after
pledping the Marsghal of the city that he would obey the warrant failed to appears
It is to be hoped that the Marshal will do his duty this iz;’ning."

The explosive Governor, who during his gareer had at least one other
assault on hie escutcheon, escaped punishment when the jury trying the assault

case disagreed, His faction was further pilqued when the State Legislature did

27, Delly Minnesotian, dane 12, 1060,
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not give the Territorial printing to the Mimnesota Pioneer, the Gorman-Sibley
28,
raper,

Governor Gorman oreated a ludicrous situation by refusing to deliver
his message opening the legislature, The Govermor thought thereby to forestall
that body from taking up the first order of business, the allotting of the state
printing, When the Govermor had changed his mind, the legislature had already
dispensed with a degire to hear the CGovernor, ;

8%, Paul joined hands January 23, 1855, with 5¢, Anthony and Minneapolis
in celebrating the opening of the first bridge across the Mississippl, at Ste
Anthonye

"At an early hour, St. Anthony was alive with people," stated the
Pioneer, "Cay equipages came dashing in one after another, and before the hour
appointed'for the procession to form, there was a notable assemblage at the St,
Charles, o-mposed of the elite of 8t. Anthony, Minneapolis, Saint Paul and other
places « + & o+ and although the FROST KING had exercised a very depressing
influénce on the thermometer « « ¢ the Tturnout' was magnificents - Ve counted
62 sleighs and cutters in the line, « + « « when the first sleigh arrived at
the Bridge « « « cammon thundered forth the emnouncement of the inauguration
of the bridge, the gates of which were then thrown wide ogg;."

In the same week of the opening of the 620 foot span across the Missise

sippi, the Bicux and Chippewa had another eclash, Governor Gorman had given the

Sioux permission to hunt on the east side of the river, Flushed with the "take"

ZB- Da.il}f Winnesoﬁan, Jan' 18. 1855.
20y Daily Minnesotian, Feb, 10, 1855,
80, WMinnesota Pioneer, January 256, 1855,
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of 500 deer, six members of the hunbing party came upon more prized game on

Rice creek, 20 miles from Ste Pauls The six came suddenly upon & lone Chippewa
who did not perceive the enemy until too late to escapss The O0Jibway fired,

and wounded two of the Siocux, ™"The remaining Sioux," noted the Demoerat, "easily
disposed of the Chippewa, and this momning we noticed the scalp of the Chippewa

attached to the Yrip' of one of the numerous Sioux who arrived in the city +

Ole

Alexander Ramsey became the second mayor of the city, at the April
8 elections. Organigation that spring of the clty's fire department, and its
Pioneer Hook and Ladder company, marked another metropolitan advance,

The year 1856 was to see an even greater influx of settlers, and oxe

pansion and speculation drove interest rates up to five per cent a month, lote

withstanding this fever for gain, the cities and Territory were fortunate in the
calibre of settlers. Many of these Minnesotens were young men and young women
come to hew new homes and bringing with them unusual standards of industry and
culture, While less articulate, foreigners from Northern Evrope were equally
well equipped,

The legislature of 1865 had a membership that averaged less than 35
years of age, individually. Minnesota could alsc boast a higher ratio of families
in its population than in the nation at large.

Ste Paul had long since attained the dignity of a social set. - The
homes of the financial and political leaders of the clty, es well as those of
the military at Fort Snelling, were focal points of gaiaty,

"Abby wrote you, she says, of our party at Major Sherman's GQuarters
s+ s o ran a letter of Sarah Fuller's to her kinswoman, Lizzie, "I have a

®le Dally Demoorat, Jane 27, 1005,
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a bouguet that General Shi-lds gave me at the party, pressed in remenmbrance of
it, We had a charming time, got home about four in the morﬁing. Gen, Shields
came home in the carriage with us .52: "

The Gemeral Shields to whom reference is made was the future senator
and founder of Shieldsville who had once challenged As Lincoln to a duvel, but
recented when the latter chese cavalry saberss Major Sherman, a decade later,
was to become the scourge of the South and his fellow officer, Braxton Bragg,
at the Post wes %o become his opponent. Fort Snelling, since the time of Zebulon
Pike and Col. Zachary Taylor, had become & clearing house of illustrous names in

nilitary annals,

in this period, brother Alph Fuller wrote: " o '« o Gove Gorman has

a good deal of 'I am' about him, his wife is nothing like lMrs., Romsey « o« o o,

not very popular I believe," and latery ™ . + « We were at Gove Gormans to &
dinnmer party a short time since, had a pleasant tirey think they improve on ace
quaintance,”

The swift economic growth led to en early blossoming of "high society"
among the wealthier benkers and traders. The mingling of Yankee, ¥uropean and Frenche
Canadian cultures gave it an air of cosmopolitenism, The frontier, too, added its
touch, as is testified by the msle fashion which was "fox skin caps, with a tail
gticking out gracefully behind, and a moustache covering the wholgséace.“

The easterners, dominant econemically, attempted to superimpose the
pattern of social life in their former homes upon the yet raw settloment, The
effect was not entirely happy for it produced a snobbishness and striving for
"sooial tone™ which fitted the erude towm badly. It produced sentiments such as

those expressed by one young lady of fashion, "I called om Mr, Re=-='s bride, Felt

I musts 'Tis said her father was & mechani¢ in Hartford and that she has been a

¥2. Fuller, Abbie Abbe and ramily, papers = 104B=00, s He 5. M8S.
8%, Minnesota Democrat, St. Paul, Jan, 12, 1853 (Minnesota Annals).
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o
governeass Too bad to let such a rumor get about," and give rise to such conceits

as, "St. faul was favored with an execeptionally intelligent population in its
5
in fancy:ff' ;

The Ramsey, Gorman, Borup, Cakes, Cox, and Rice homes were favored by
the wealthier set, The spacious Borup mansion was the scene of musicales, with
two grand pianos, and with the banker himself playing the violin, At the hoxa
of Williem S, Cox, & retired navy officer, there were "erand dinmners and petits
soupers that would have made the habitues of Washingbon greon with envy." The
effort to achieve culture was sc strenuous that at times it became ridieulous,
as in the cese of Miss Hitty Cox, who "was such an accomplished musician that
she never played anything but musie of her owm conpositiog?;

New Year's day was the high point of the scoiel season. The young

men would press every faney buggy or carriage into service while the ladies remained

at home, serving elaborate refreshments to 6allers and receiving the sigmature of

guests. The belle with the longest list of eallers goored a triumch and, as it
ig recorded that one group of "frisky fellows" made 150 calls by midnight, the
lists must have been 1ongf.

Despite editor Goodhue's remembersble boast that "our bloed is red,"”
the oraving for excitement was not easy to satisfy in the calm towm. Not many
things happened, so occasions for celebrations had Lo be invented. National
holidays, oivie amiversaries and even steamboat landings served as excuses for
elaborate festivals, in which the common folk participated as well as those who

384
had set out to rival the "habitues of Washington and Newport,"

¥4, Grooe Flandrau, Sts Faul, The Untemable Iwin, in (The Teming of the Fromtier,
Duncan Ailmen, Editor = Minton Balch, Hew York, 1925, p. 142,
Charles B. Flendram, Rem'niscences of Minnesota During the Territorial Period,
Minn, Hisbtory Collections, Vols P, pe cUge
Charl-s B, Flandrau, Reminiscences of Mimnesota during the Territorial Period,
Minnesota History ColTections, Vols U, 202s
Ibid = pps 199200,
Richard N. Eide, Minnesota Pioneer Life as Reflected in the Press, Minn, History,
Vol. 12, No, 4, DoC, 1901, pPs 502,
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The cultural pattern for the community was set by New England and the
East generally. The newspapers read by the settlers indicate this. In 18566 the
New York Tribume had more subscribers in Mimnescta than any paper within the state.
Boreover, the Minnesota press was itself almost an eastern influence, carrying
reprints of articles, editerials and news items from eastern papers and magazinzi:

The growth of the city fostered an early development of edueational and
goeial welfare institubions, In 1853 the Presbyteriens officially opened the Baldwin
School, The next year they established the Baldwin College for young men, The
Reve Eo Do Neill was interested in both ingtitutions and under his guidance they
made ¢ nbinucus and repid progress u-til the panic of 1857, followed by the Civil

40,

Viar.

The earliest instance of organized welfare work was the establishment

of St Joseph's Hospital by the Catholics in 1854, The next year the St. Vinoent

de Paul Society was organized by Bishop Cretin, In 1857 8¢, Luke's Hospital was

/igiyf}
opened and in bhe—samesyear the Young Men's Christian Association began its existe

41,
ence vith eleven members.

Women's organigations played a leading role in community life, especially
in the encouragement of education and religion. Their efforbts were largely res-
ponsible for fimancing many of the early shurches, It was said by the Pioneer that
these women's groups also performed a major service "in making our people acquainted

with each other, exchanging opinions, improving manners end eclevating the standards
42,
of morality, sobriety and civilizetion."

B0, Charies lle G656
March 1985, pe 35,

40, David L. Kiehle, History of hducation in Minnesota, Mimnesota History Collectionus,
Vol. 10, part 1, p. 365.
41, Daniel R, Noyes, Charities in Minnesota, Minnesota History Collections, Vol. 12,

De 169
42, St. Paul Pioneer, October 9, 1851, (Minnesota Anmals).

Oridges Facing Tast, Minnesota History, Vol. 16, Ho. 1,
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The sumrer of 1854 saw the cholera at its height in St, Paul and it
played no favorites, Charles Fillmore, brother of the ox=Pregident and a shoe
merchant, succumbed and others fell vietim %Yo cholera, dysentery and typhoid.

An ordinence providing for fines against steamboat officials landing sick persons,
and the institution of garbage collection twice weokly, woere steps toward improved
sanitation,

Minneapolitans in February, 1855, were winning their first bill of
rights in the Congress at Washington, with passage of the Reserve bill. Joyously,
Ae Eo Ames wrote Colonel Stevens on February 28, 18654 "The Reserve bill passed
$his morning without amendment - We are safe = all is well = rejjoicel « +
Mre. Rice has worked hard for us = Don' forget him « « « "

The last note again emphasizes the oxistence of two camps in the soramble
for power and opulence, of leading citizens! IH. M, Rice, spearhead of ome factionm,
wrote acridly of hig opponent, S8ibley:" . . .« Bastman withdrew his opposition,
but not until the bill had virtually passed « + « « It is supposed here that
Sibley looks upon Minneapolis mas & rival to Mendota =« hence his opposition ¢ o « o
Ho ome here doubbs but Sibley has secretly opposed the interests of the settlers

43,
upon the reservation, He is a double dealing hypocrite . o+ & o

Validation of Minneapolis as a towmsite for homesteaders only heightened
the emigrant tide coursing northward along the Mississippi. Steamboat arrivals
hod been 256 at St, Paul, in 1854, These figures mounted to 560 in 1855, 837 for
1866, end reached alletime "highs™ of 1,026 in 1857, and 1,000 in 1858, lNot only
were the packets loaded to the gunwales with landseekers, but they pushed or towed

barges of supplies up and down stream.

I8, GShevens Fapers - Letter l, M, Nice to Cols Je H, Sgevens, Febs 4th, 1865,
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Bocause of the importance of the river o the commmity, river
captaing were envied by adults and idolized by children, They were privileged
characters and even their practical joles were Lo he taken with & smile. One,
Captain Montfort, had an "Indien flute, about a f.ot long, decorated with mystie
gymbols, which unsuspecting passengers were invited to plays The resulting "mueic"

44,
was a puff of flour in the face,"

The jourmey from 5%, Lovis to Bte Paul required four daysj the fare,

- 45,
including meals, was ten dollars. Although economical and the most comfortable
form of transporbtation then available, river journeys on the averagse boat were

! 3 v >
not altogether pleasure trips, Meals were often poor and at times the boats were
erowded that passenpers were foreced to sleep on tables and floorss Omeé traveler,
contemplating a trip from St. Louis to St. Paul, was shown a series of pictures
%o dissuade him. In the first cartoon a dapper young man stepped on to a finely
decorated boat, Labor he was shown as much older and the boat had dwindled to
half sire, A%t last he was pictured as old wman and the boat, hardly large enough
to hold hLim, floated on a stream which ememated from a sprinkling pail, If
factually inaccurate, the picture no doubt portrayed the mental state to which
46,

a river journey often reduced the traveler,

"Por many years before and after 1860," wrote Captain Hanks in his

diary, "the cabin fare from St, Louis to St. Paul was twelve dollars." (A

iiscrepancy will be noted between this figure and that of Mr. Larpenteur). "The

deck passage was usually about half the cabin rategw:In the Fifties the Minnesota

4Z, August T, Larpenteur, necollections of Ghe City and People, 1843.1848, Minm,
History Coll., Vola 9, pe 389,
45, Ibid = ppe 5689390,
46, Wary Thayer Hale, Early Minneapolis, Personal Reminiscences (Privately printed,
" Minneapolis, 1937 ), ppecei,
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Packet Company cabin fare from Galena, Dunleith, or Dubuque to S5te Paul was six
dollarsy deck passape wes two dollars, Competition brought the rate much lower
s o #(1852), the galena<St, Paul fare fell to a dollar and lower, even ine
cluding meals and berth + o+ "

Profits were variable, howeverj and the stage of water also influenced
rates, Captains could fix their om rates. However, with the advent of railroads,
lack of tariff regulation was indirectly bo lead to the decline of river traffic.

"Beef slough bar is fast becoming e dangerous impediment %o navigation,

and boats are now frequently detained there a day or two," noted the Pioneer & Deme

oorat of July 7, 1856, during that season of low water, BRoats were them getiting
50 cents per hmdred pounds from Galena, and 85 cents per hundred from Sts Louis,
a rate the editor thought not exor“itanii.

River traffic was heavy upon tributaries in the state as well as on
the main artery, The Minnesota river had a particularly profitable trade, Trade
between St. Antheny and Sauk Rapids was alsc heavy. Although the He Ms Rice,
oripinally costing $18,000, was sold at a constable's sale for $120 in 8t., Anthony
in the fall of 1855, there were plentecus days ahead for interstate river trade,
The S8t Croix, the Chippewa, and the Red River were other avenues of commerce,

1ight draft steamers were built especially for the short haul trade,
The North Star, built for use above the Falls, in 1856, drew only 11 inches.

River life was not without its episodes. Strikes were not uncommons

"our eity was disgraced, on Sunday aftermoon, by a bloody fight between

gome of the officers and a portion of the erew of the steamers Golden Era and

Comewago. Copte Ward, of the latter boat, and one of the mates of the Golden Era,

47, Pioneer & Democrat, July 7, 18663 Sept. 2, 1856,
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were badly hurt,” noted the Minnesotian, September 350, 18566.

Deck hands of the steamers Itasca, Northern Light, and (ray Eagle

went on strike during the depression year of 1857, They sought an increase
from $30 to $40 a monti?.

Lake Como bowed for recopmition inm this period, A name poignantly
identified with Lake Como is that of Col. Henry MeKenty, who came to St, Paul
before the lake in question bore that name., "The present Lake Como," declared
the Pioneer, "was oalled the Sand Lake and had not a fish in it," Its ine
accessability kept many persens away from the district. It was "reached by
tortuous windings through swamps and over hills, trespassing upon private ground
nearby all the way « o #8ts Paul was a new town = no streets graded, no roads
or avenues as outlets to the countig:“

Col, McKenty was engaged in the real estate business at the time;
always an active "booster" in a day not redolent of boosting, he used every means
in his power to advance the interests of his eity and State, and to all objects
he regarded as worthy he subscribed liberally himself, Sandy Lake he rechristened
"Como," the name whereby it is lmown today. Col, MoKenty is oredited with having
been the first to stock the lake with fish, having "brought fish of several varieties

50,

from a distance » s+ « from which sbart thousands are now taken daily,"

Appreciating the beauty of the region even before Como was a park, Col. Me

&Bnty bought, in Baltimore, two handsome full-rigged sailboatss Probably his most

useful act was to eonstruct, out of his own funds, the Como road, "from near Rice
gtreet, at the head of Wabashew street, to the north end of Como, a distance of

three miles, and bridging a full third of & mile., On this road and bridses he
51 '~-Qi", o /“/a, X Iq,/ﬁv; Lo i':f/ Lat
expended over six thousand dollars im golde®™ 4 /7. /.4 /., s r

£
p- LAl LB
[4

48, Pioneor & Democrat, UCts 20U, 1807s ‘/ o U Pl
49, Daily Piomeer, August 24, 1889,

50s 1Ibid, August 25, 1860,

51, Ibid, August 25, 1869,
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Although the years 1865, 1856, and part of 1867 were notably prosperous,
84, Paul had also its indigent and uremployed, Protestant congregations, particularly
those under the Presbyterian pasteérs, Revs Mr. Neill and Rev, Mr, Riheldaffer, led
in organization of a relief sosiety for the citye

And the lot of the Indian hardly appeared to be improving in his retreat
4o the west, An Hons Ge De Williams sent to pay amuities to seven hundred Chippewa
near Grand Portage, reported dire conditions there.

"the last winter was a particularly hard one," observed the Detroit
Advertiser anent the ineident," and in the course of it this tribe was reduced

to the herrible strait of eating their own children, which they did to the extent

of almost extermination, He /Villiams / saw and conversed with two women of bthe

tribe one of whom had given up two and the other three children, successively, to
be slain and eateg?;

The white man, however, appalled he must have been at such news, was
on the marche The inaupural span of the Wississippi at St Anthony during the
summer of 1855 showed tolls averaging $60 a day. Enterprise quite eclipsed crime
as the new state pemitentiary et Stillvater was virtually, for the time being at
least, a private institution,

# . o o At the present writing there is but one eonviet in the pens
itentiary," reported the St, Croix Union, "and he gsoemod to do his work more
leigurely than any other operative whom we saw employed. Had not one side of hils

88,
head been shaved we should not have lmown that he was & conviet « « & i

5P, Ploneer ¥ Demoorat, DeCs G, 1800
53- St. CI‘Oix I}nion’ DEOQ 8‘ 1855.
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Joyfully optimistic, the elite of 5t. Paul sat down to a festal board

at the amniversery dinner commemmorating the Pilgrims' landing in December, 1620,
One hundred men and fifty ladies were present at this Thankggiving party given
by the New England Society, in the Winslow House, that blustery winter evening

in 1855,

r-

I

{
%
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