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ST, PAUL, THE CITY

St. Paul may be termed the product of the Mississippi, yet its
story actually begins before the river existed, Millions of years 'ng an
ocean embaymsnt,léathoms deep, covered much of the area over)giéggﬂare now
city streets., Today, under & thin layer of glacial debris, may still be found

limestone and clay shale containing marine fossils. To the geologist, these

fossils tell a story, ages old, of seas without ships and lands without people.

In time the prehistoric ocean retreated, and glaciers moved down
on the land. Gradually there came to be a Mississippi and the legendary River
Werren, cutting across what is now Minnesota. Then the last glacier receded,
freeing the waters of that mammoth inland sea, Lake Agassiz, source of the

Warren. Slowly, as its headwaters fell, the Warren shrank away until there

was left only its bed, later to be taken over by the Minnescta River,

It was the Mississippi that made St. Pauls On its broad stretch,
1ike beads on & cord, are strung the events of the city's early history. From
the first oarly explorations to the city's golden age, it was by way of the
river that entry was made for discovery of this area, its settlement and the

building of its commercee

Since anoient times there had been a Mississippi legend, with
lore embracing strange lands and tracing to almost forgotten men, The Tabula
Terra Nove, a map drawm by Martin Waldseemiiller before 1508, pictures a large
river with a three-tongued delta, suggestive of the Mississippi. This map was

copied from an earlier drawing, probably the Cantino map of 1502. Thus it would

1. S't?'uffer, Clinton R., Professor of Geology, University of Minnesota, March 3,

1941, (Interview,)
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seem probable that some forgotten explorer was the first white man to view the
river, There are, however, no recorded instances of Mississippi explorations

wtil the voyages of De Pineda and De Vaca.

Alvarez de Pineda claimed to have discovered a fabulous river,
which he named the Rio del Espiritu Sento. Cabeza de Vaca's tale is more
readily believeble., Escaping from the Indians, his party made its way along
the Gulf coast in small boats and passed the mouth of a river so great the
men were able to haul up fresh water far out ab sea.z. De Soto's expedition

followed the Mississippi for some distance in 1543, Then for almost a century

the river was left undisturbed in shadowy legend.

Tn the middle of the seventeenth century the theatre of exploration
shifted to the Northwest, The French at that time began their movement westward
from the St. Lawrence River, Samuel de Champlain, royal geographer of France,
was particularly interested in extending knowledge of the new land. In the

surmer of 1634, Jean Nicolet, on a mission for Champlain, paddled by canoe into
Lake Michigan as far as Green Bay. But with Champlain's death in the next

year, official interest in exploration died,

Forgotten coursurs de bois, or fur traders, however, continued

to penetrate farther and farther into the wknown, They were drawn onward by

2, Federal Writers' Project, New Orleans City Guide, Houghton Mifflin Co.,
Boston, 1938, pp. 7=8.
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the requirements of their work rather than a desire to explore, Since their
travels were unrecorded, it is impossible to estimate how far to the west
they went. They did come near emough to the Mississippi to hear tales of

a great mysterious river, stories they brought back to Montreal along with

their furse

Of these traders, Medard Chouart and Pierre d'Esprit, better
known as Groseilliers and Radisson, are credited with having reached Minnesota
in 1660, It seems probable, from their reference to a "mation of ye beefe"
(buffalo), that they met members of the Sioux tribe whose domain was Minnesota
and the lands west., =

Out of such reports grew a great curiosity about the river which

the native tribes called Mechassipi or Micissipi. 1In 1685 Jean Baptiste

Talon arrived in Quebec as the newly appointed intendant of New France. Soon

he became interested in the legendary stream, He wanted to sponsor intensive
exploration but was unable to make a start without the consent of the governor-
general, When Louis de Buade, Comte de Frontenac, succeeded as governor=-general

in 1671, Talon interested him in the project. Frontenac commissioned Louis Joliet,
a well educated fur trader, and Jacques Marquette, a Jesuit priest, to undertake

an exploring expedition.

on May 17, 1673, after a month of difficult but uneventful travel,

the two explorers, accompanied by a group of voyageurs, paddled from the Wisconsin

Folwell, William W., History of Mimnesota, Minnesota Historical Society, Ste
Paul, 1922, vols 1, ppe 2=7.
Folwell, A History of Minnesota, pe 10.
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River out into a great stream. At once they kmew it to be the river they sought,

Joliet reported the discovery to Frontenac, who decided to
encourage French exploration and trade in this region so obviously abounding
in natural wealth, Quebec and Montreal merchants organized and outfitted an
expedition to trade with the Sioux. This party, under Daniel Greysolon, Sieur

du Lhut, is sometimes credited with having reached Minnesota in 1679,

The next year Michael Accault, Antoine Auguelle, and Louis
Hennepin, a Franciscan father of the Recollect Order, were directed by Robert
Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, to ascend and explore the Mississippi from his
newly established fort on the Illinois River, On the 30th day of April, Hemnepin
and his two companions, in company with 120 Sioux warriors, reached the approximate
site of St. Paul, ; As nearly as can be determined from Hennepin's description,

the group landed et a little cave at the mouth of Trout Brook, not far from

the bluff, now called Dayton's Bluff, in east St. Paul,

The site of St. Paul at that time probably bore some resemblance
to the following early description: " ., o & terraced plateau of oak openings
fringed with a chain of tree crowned hills in the rear, and terminating on the
river in a steep mural front of white sandstone alternating with narrow fringes
of wooded bottom . « e three brooks leaped in cascades down rocky and winding
ravines « e« o this was the favorite pasture of the deer o + o thers was a

broad lake /with 7 reedy banks. From the bold escarpment of sandstone, gleaming

5. Folwell, William W., History of Minnesota, vol. 1, pp. 15=29,
6. Pioneer & Democrat Weekly, St raul, April 28, 1859,
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white, which terminated the upper plateau upon the river's brink =-it derived

its Indian name of Im-ni-ja-ska, or 'White Rock.'"

Pierre Charles Le Sueur led the second expedition of white men
to the future sites of St, Paul and Fort Snelling. With nineteen men, he
ascended the Mississippi from Louisiana, reaching the mouth of the Minnesota

8.
River on the 19th of September, 1700,
French traders pushed deeper into the region, and Montreal

buzzed with word of its riches. Om May 8, 1769, Nicholas Perrot, in the

service of the French Govermment, declared that " , ., o we did transport

ourselves to the Country of the Nadouessioux ZTBiou;J7 « o o to take possession

for and in the name of the King, of the countries and rivers inhabited by said
Tribes and of which they are the proprietors." o

This was little more than a pretentious boast, The French grasp
on the territory, including the future Minnesota, was in reality so weak that
it could withstand no determined challenge, The wandering trader and voyageur,
despite friendly relations with the Indian tribes, made no attempt at colonizationm.

As the Spanish found their golden empire an empty and fleeting illusion, so did

the French lose the iand by pursuing the easier wealth of furs and hides,

The British were next to interest themselves in the Northwest,
In 1766 Captain Jonathan Carver, of Canterbury, Connecticut, secured from
his military superior, Major Robert Rogers of the British Army, a permit to

make "discoveries and surveys of ye interior parts of North America," Carver

7. Pioneer & Democrat Weekly, St. Paul, April 28, 1859.
8, Folwell, William W., A History of Minnesota, vol, 1, pe. 40,
9. Folwell, A History of Minnesota, p. 58.
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left Mackinac in early September and, reaching the Migsissippi, ascended it to

the Falls of St. Anthony. He made a voyage up the Minnesote River and in April

of the next year returned to St. Paul with a party of Sioux. In May of 1787

he held council with them at a large cave which yet bears Carver's name. He
returned to New Englend in 1768, His journey was to have been only part of

e more embitious scheme of exploration, as he hoped later to make his way across
the Rocky Mountains to the sea. The outbreak of the Revolution, however, prevented
any such attempt.lo.

Carver's name has become best known through its association with
the Carver grant, a treaty purportedly negotiated with the Sioux giving the
whites title to a large area of land, There is some doubt that Carver made
any such claim --it was appended to his narrative by the man, who edited the
travel notes for publication, In any event, its palpably fraudulent character
has overshadowed the explorer's actual achievements, ;

But whatever the worth of his claims as an explorer, Carver was

the first to visualize the real future of this new land. Standing at the juetion

of the Minnesota and Mississippi rivers, he wrote: " , . .o after it has risen

from its present uncultivated stete . . o there is no doubt that . . .

12
mighty kingdoms will emerge from these wildernesses . . % e

10. Folwell, Williem W., A History of Minnesota, vols 1, pe 55.

11, Quaife, Milo M., "Jonathan Carver and the Carver Grant," Mississippi
Valley Historieal Review, vol. 7, no. 1, June 1920, pe ll.

12, Tadio Speech "0ld Reserve Town," WCCO, November 24, 1933, Mother Antonia,
President College of St. Catherine, St, Paul,




ST, PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER I "MEGRASSTFL" PAGE 7

By the beginning of the nineteenth century the American nation,
turning westward, had begun to seek the riches of the unknown lands within
its borders. Men had gone far, but the land went farther, With the Louisiana
Purchase, in 1803, exploration of the newly=acquired area became a necessity.
Thomas Jefferson outlined a plan, later approved by Congress, for sponsorship
of two western expeditions, Lewis and Clark were sent into the Missouri River
country, and a young officer, Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike, was despatched
up the Mississippi with a company of twenty men, Pike left St. Louis in August
1805 with instructions to "obtain permission from the Indians who claim the
ground to erect military posts and trading houses at the Mouth of the River
St. Pierre,"™ as the Minnesota River was then known.lS‘

With Pike's arrival at the confluence of the Minnesota and
Mississippi Rivers on September 21, 1805, the history of the conquest of
Minnesota begins. The group put ashore on a small island, now named in the
young officer's honor, and for the first time raised the American flag

in this wildermess.

The lend at the joining of the two rivers particularly appealed
to Pike's military judgment as a site adapted to fortification,- A high white
cliff commanded the surrounding country and dominated the two rivers, He
immedietely proceeded to secure this position as one possible site for a
permanent government outpost. At high noon on the 23rd of September, under

a canopy of sails, he addressed the Sioux and their chieftains, La Petit Corbeau,

13, Folwell, Williem W., A History of Minnesota, vol. 1, p. 91,
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Way-Aga Enagee, and Tahamie, or Rising Moon. He told them that the United
Stetes, having acquired the territory by purchase, wished to establish a
military oubpost to inerease and regulate trade., He then distributed "tobacco
and some other trifling things."14.

Pike's terms for a treaty were readily accepted, but it was
with some difficulty that the chiefs could be persuaded to sign the document,
They felt that the request for signature was a reflection upon their integrity,
The Sioux consented, however, when it was explained that the whites wished to
have the agreement in writing" + « o in order to have it handed %o our
children," A treaty was signed and witnessed which granted the United States
"fyull sovereignty and power . . o forever . . " over an area nine miles
square at the mouth of the St, Croix River, a similar square at the Falls of
St. Anthony, and a strip of land nine miles wide on both sides of the Mississippi
from the mouth of the Minnesota to the falls, Pike then distributed several
hundred dollars! worth of merchandise and sixty gallons of whisky, He estimated
the size and cost of.the grant as " , .+ . 100,000 acres for a song." A more
precise estimate was given by the Senate committee to which the treaty was 15,

referred: " + o o 165,520 acres at a cost of little more than a penny an acre."

Pike determined to go farther, Except for some additions to
geographic knowledge, however, his further explorations on the Mississippi ac=-
complished 1little, and they were accompanied by disaster, Men and supplies

were plagued by treacherous ice and terrible cold., Fire in camp destroyed a

Neill, Edward D., History of Hennepin County, North Star Publishing Co.,
Minneapolis, 1881, pe 70e
Folwell, Wm. W., History of Minnesota, vol. 1, pp. 93«94,
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badly needed tent. And while he menaged to shoot down the British flag above
the Leech Lake post of the Northwest Company, his action did not impress the

British traders nor discourage their activities,

But the expedition, its major object achieved, was hailed as
successful when it returned to St. Louis the following April, The validity
of the treaty with the Sioux was doubtful, but it was much too valuable to
be ignored, Three years later, on April 16, 1808, Pike's treaty was retified
by the United States Senate, with a provision for further payment to the Sioux
of two thousand dollars worth of goods. it

The British Union Jack continued to fly over therscattered
posts of the Northwest Compeny following. Pike's visit, The future territory
of Minnesota remained, for all practical purposes, English, as did most of

the importent fur-yielding country of the Northwest. The tribes of the

region were incited secretly against the United States, and Nicolas Jarrot,

in 1809, reported that the British were supplying the Indians with gums so
that Americans might be terrorized end drivem out. British traders urged the
Indians to take up erms; in some cases, painted and dressed as savages, they
even led hostile expeditions against American outposts.17.

Before preparations could be made to establish a post at the site
selected by Pike, action had to be postponed because of the politiecal strife
that grew out of the French Revolution. In 1812, partially as a result of
British intrigue among the Indians, America was forced to declare war on

Great Britain. This action again deferred extension of the western frontier,

16, Folwel}, History of Minnesoba, vols 1, pp.93-94.
17. Neill, Edward D., A History of Hennepin County, pp. 80-8l.
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In 1816 Congress prohibited the granting of traders!' licenses to
eny but Ameriecan citizens. This order was relaxed in 1818 to allow American
traders to employ such "foreign boatmen and interpreters" as they might need,
Although this modification seemed necessary, it was generally feared that
"zreat abuses" might follow if unscrupulous men found it possible to circumvent
the law and employ "foreigners hostile to our country." "Foreigners who are
odious to our citizens on account of their activity and cruelty in the late
war" were not to be admitted in any capacity.ls'Such ection was designed to
exclude the British from American trade, John Jacob Astor had been instrumentel
in securing passage of the bill and, following its approval by the President,
he advised the American Fur Company to take full advantage of the situation{go

This exclusion of the British and the virtual monopoly of the

American Fur Compeny was to play a decisive part in the early development of

the Northwest.

Measures now had to be taken to enforce the new law, In 1817,
Major Stephen Long was instructed to examine and survey the land covered by
Pike's treaty and return a recommendation to the War Department for putting
it to use, He ascended the river from St, Louis in a six-oared skiff, accompanied
by a Mr. Hempstead, seven soldiers, and an interpreter named Roque, Two grande=

sons of Jonathan Carver traveled with the expedition in a birch bark cance. On

18. I. Ce Calhoun, Secretery of War, to Governmor Lewis Cass, Detroit, March 25,
1818, Taliaferro Paggrs, Box 2, Mss, Div. Minnesota Historieal Society,

19, Nute, Grace L., Tne Papers of the American Fur Company, A Brief Estimate
of Their Significance, American Historical Review, April 1927, vol. 32,
Pe 6521,
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the 16th of July they passed an Indian village about two miles below the
present site of St. Paul, Here Long sew wooden huts "of a better appearance
than eny Indian dwellings I have before med with," built in the form of a
stockade. That evening they arrived at the Falls of St. Anthony and encamped
within view of a scene which Long described as, "the most interesting end
magnificent of any I have ever before witnessed." e

Like Pike, he was impressed by the great bluff at the convergence
of the rivers, His report suggested that "a military work of considerable
magnitude might be constructed on the point, and might be rendered sufficiently
secure by occupying the commanding height in the rear in a suiteble manner as
the latter would control not only the point, but all the neighboring heights,
to the full extent of a twelve pounder's range. The work on the point would
be necessary to control the navigation of the two rivers."zl.

At about the same time, British traders renewed their activity
in the region, Meanwhile, Thomas Douglas, Earl of Selkirk, had founded a
colony in Manitobe in 1812, In 1818 ebout three hundred mixed-bloods and French
Canadiens left Selkirk's colony at St, Boniface and located at Pembina on the
border of the Red River?zoAmericans became suspicious of the true purposes of
this colony. Selkirk visited it in 1817 and traveled thence down the Minnesote
and the Mississippi to St. Louis, So great was the general distrust of all

Britons that the Indian agent at Prairie du Chien wrote a letter of alam to

his superiorys "He /Selkirk 7 is plotting with his friend, Dicksom, our

20, Neill, Edward D., A History of Hennepin County, pp. 84-85.

21, JNeill, History of Tennepin County, pp. 00=CG.

22, Scheeffer, Rev, Fe J., History of the Diocese of St,. Paul,' Acta et Dicta,
Catholic Historical Society, July 1915, p. 43,
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destruction --sharpening the savaege scalping knife, and colonizing a tract of
country, so remote as that of the Red River, for the purpose, no doubt, of
monopolizing the fur and peltry trade of this river ., . .."

No fears need have been entertained regarding Selkirk. His
work of colonization was much disliked by the British traders and their Northwest
Company. But the apprehension of the Americans, however groundless, did serve
to speed action by the government for the protection of Yankee trade, Confirming
the judgment of Lieutenant Fike and Major Long, the army accepted the area at
the mouth of the Minnesota as the strategic spot for a fort. On February 10,
1819, Major General Mecomb issued an order for the establishment of a military
post at the junction of the Minnesota and the Mississippi. On April 13 a
supplementary order was issued: "The season having now arrived when the lakes
may be navigated with safety « . o Colonel leavenworth will, without delay,
prepare his regiment to move to the post on the Mississippi « .« . The Colonel
will make requisition for such stores, ammmition, tools and implements as may
be required o o .2%.

Major Thomas Forsyth, who had been assigned to pay the Sioux the
additional goods due them, arrived in Prairie du Chien on July 5 and joined
Colonel Leavenworthe, Early on the bright Sunday morning of August 8, the
expedition set out, With the Colonel's barge, fourteen bateaux, two Mackinaw
boats with stores and provisions, and Forsyth's keelboat, they headed for

the site selected by Major Longe

23, Neill, E. D., History of Hemnepin County, p. 89.
24, Neill, History ol Hennepin County, pe 89,
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Forsyth arrived at the mouth of the Minnesota on August 24 and,
28.
a day later, Leavenworth landed with his troops. The varty as a whole consisted
of a hundred officers and men. Golonel Leavenworth, Cavtein George Gooding and
another officer brought their wives, the first white women to enter what is now
26.
Minnesota.

Leavenworth decided that the fort should be vlaced on the right
bank of the Minnesota, just above the river's mouth, near the future site of
Mendota. The men were immediately set to clearing the land of brush and timber.

27.
A short road was built down to the river. Log cabins and rude stockade were er-

ected. In a burst of frontier optimism, the camp was then christened Cantonment

New Hone.

When the bitter winter settled down uvon the camp, optimism gnd
hope died, however. The ice~locked river kept supples down stream and those
on hand were scarce and of poor quality. There were no vegetables and the flour
became mouldy. An epidemic of scurvy which brought death to every crowded cabin
was attributed to the barreled pork, from which the brine had been drawn to

28.
facilitate its delivery.

Philander Prescott, who arrived during the winter with supplies,

was greeted with great rejoicing. " . . . They had been out of Groceries

Forsyth, Major Thomas, Fort Snelling, Colonel Leavenworth's Expedition
to Establish it in 1819, Minnesota Historical Collections, vol. 3, bn.
1439-154.

Upham, Warren, "The Women and Children of Fort St. Anthony, Later Named
Fort Snelling," Magazine of History, wvol. 21, July 1915, pp. 25-27.
Hansen, Marcus L., 014 Fort Snelling, Published at Iowa City 43836 by
the State Historical Society of lIowa, 1918, p. 24.

Folwell, William W., A History of Minnesota, vol. 1, p. 137} and Baker,
General James, "Address at Fort Snelling in Celebrastion of the Centennial
Anniversary of the Treaty of Pike with the Sioux,"‘kinnesata Historical
Collections, vol. 12, p. 239. i
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for & Month or More and the Scurvy had got amongst the troops and there had
allready died about fifty men before I got there and Several died after I
arrived. Their Rations was nothing but Rusty Pork and Bread. Scme of them
would go o bed apparently well at Night and be found dead in the Morming

Others would live a Week, some 2 or three days, and 50 on ¢ o the commanding
officer Col. Leavenworth sent a party of Soldiers over to the St. Croix and
they found Some Spruce by Dr. E. Purcells direction the Doctor ordered a tea

to be Made of the Spruce and had it well sweetened and Made them use Vinegar
ffeely and Some Spirits and the Scurvy Soon left them but after Seventy Men

29,
fell Victim to the disease before its progress was baffled « + o "

The horrible experience of that winter made the soldiers dis«

conkented and convineed Leaverworth that the site he had chosen was both
unhealthy and unlucky. In May the river, freed of ice, rose and threatened

to inundate the plagued community. A move was then made to a temporary position
on the other side of the river, about a mile from the place where the fort now
stands. Because an icy spring bubbling nearby furnished water for the garrison,
the place was named Camp Cold Water. As the site upon which to erect the
permanent fort, which he proposed to call Fort St. Anthony, Leavenworth chose

a place on the first rise, about 300 yards west of the present fort?o. But

not a stone was laid on the permement work during Leavenworth's command,.

29, Prescott, Philander, "Reminiscences," p. 37, Prescott (Philander) Papers,
Minnesota Historical Society, Mss. Dive (The number of victims is a
matter of some dispute. Mrs, Van Cleve, Three Score Years and Ten, p. 19,
gives the definite number forty while other estimates range both higher
and lower,)

Bromley, Edward A., 0ld Government Mills at the Falls of St. Anthony,
Minnesota Historieal Collections, vol, 10, part 2, pe. 537,
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Due to the difficulty of transporting adequate supplies to
the new outpost, General Gibson instructed the fort commissary to investigate
the possibility of raising wheat., In the spring the soldiers planmted about

ninety acres of rich prairie and bottom land. When a group led by Govermor

lewis Ca§s of Michigan and Henry Schooleraf't reached the fort, they were given

green corn, peas, beans, cucumbers, beets, radishes and lettuce from the post
garden, Wheat was already ripe, and there was a good stand of Indian corn

and potatoes. This first experiment in the cultivation of Minnesota land raised
enthusiastic hopes asmong members of the garrison. Farming operations by the
military increased steadily over a span of years.sl.

Except for the visit of Cass, the only contact with the outside
world was furnished by the arrival of an exploring party from the Yellowstone
expedition, This group traveled across uncharted wilderness from Camp Missouri,

near the present site of Omaha, with the object of locating am overland route

to Fort St. Anthony.

Since the major object of the fort's establishment was to protect
the American fur trade and strengthen friendly relations with the Sioux, the
post also was made an Indian agency. Major Forsyth had accompanied Leavenworth
in the capacity of temporary Indian agent. Regarding the new agency, a most
jmportant one, President Monroe now placed a highly esteemed personal friend,

Lieutenant Lawrence Taliaferro of Virginia, in charge.

31, Folwell, W. W., History of Minnesota, Minnesota Historieal Society, 1921,.
vol. 1, p. 105; and Charlotte C. Van Cleve, Three Score Years and Ten,
Mpls, 1888, p. 36. (J. Fletcher WilTIams in his section of Neill's
History of Hennepin County, sets the date as 1823. This is not supported
by reliable sourcess)
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This strong willed young men had well-defined aims in his work
among the Indians, He wanted to prevent hostilities between the Sioux and
the Chippewa and to establish the savages in self-sustaining agricultural
colonies. Intolerant of anything which might hinder him, he nevertheless

commanded the respect of his companionse.

Leavenworth, whose appointment as commandant was temporary,
was inclined to be lax and thoughtless in his relations with the Indians.
clash immediately developed between him and Talimferro. The agent's first
move was to direct a letter to the elder officer, calculated to establish
his (Taliaferro's) complete authority on matters concerning the tribes of the

region. Taliaferro asked that all medals ~=then an important factor in dealing
with the Tndians -<be turned over to him. He felt that Leavenworth's actions
were not calculated to make the Indians "respect either the agent or his
Government."sz.

The agent parbicularly feared that Leavenworth's gifts of
whiskey to the Indians would cause trouble., His fears were soon realizede
Chief White Buzzard was stabbed by another Indian, Taliaferro pointed out
that M™this was doubtless caused by an anxiety to obtain the chief's whiskey.
I beg, therefore, that no whiskey whatever be given to any Indian, unless it

336
be through their proper agent."

%2, "L. Taliaferro to Col, Henry Leavenworth, Camp St, Peter, July 30, 1820,"
Taliaferro Papers, Minnesota Historical Society, Mss. Div. (From a
statement in this letter it appears that Leavenworth had already been
notified of his removal,)

33, Babcock, Willoughby M. Jr., "Major Lewrence Taliaferro," Mississippi

Valley Historical Review, vol. 2, no. 3, December 1924, p. 3643 and

Welll, B, D., "Occurrences in and Around Fort Snelling," Minnesota
Historieal Collections, vol. 2, p. 23
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The morale of the post, which had suffered in the latter days
of Leavenworth's regime, was restored when Colonel Josiah Snelling took over
in 1820, The new commandant, & veteran of the War of 1812, was a strong-
willed soldier whose personal emergy and enforcement of discipline soom brought
order and hope to the outpost. Nicknamed the "Prairie Hen" because of his
reddish hair and partly bald head, he performed his duties at the garrison
with diligence and foresight., A frank, oubtspoken man he had his periods of
crankiness and was addicted to whiskey on occasion but permitted nothing

to interfere with his work.

Snelling did not approve of the site which had been chosen
and decided to erect the permamnent fort at its present location, on the high
point of the bluff overlooking both rivers, Construction was begun September
10, 1820.34.

With the departure of the Leavenworth family, there remained
four women in the camp, The wives of Lieutenant Clark and Captain Gooding
stayed on, Colonel Snelling had brought his wife, Abigail, and his children
with him, A short time before Snelling's arrival, Captain Gooding's daughter,
Amelia, had been married to Lieutenant Platt Rogers Green, Adjutant of the
Fifth Regiment, This was the first white marriage in Minnesota.ss’ In
November 1820 a daughter was born to the Snellings in their new home. The

364
girl, Elizabeth Snelling, was the first white child born in Minnesota.

34, Baker, General James H., "Address at Fort Snelling," Minnesota Historical
Colleetions, vole 12, pe 294,

35, Upham, Warren,"The Women and Children of Fort St. Anthony," The Magazine
of History, vol. 21, July 1915, ppe 27=28, (Upham says that there were
only three women after the arrival of the Snelling family. In naming
them, he ignores Amelia Green., He mentions Mrs. Green and her marriage
on pe 27 and %%jes no $xplanation as to why he does not include her among

the women at the fort.
36. M"Josiah Smelling to L. Taliaferro, Nov. 10, 1820;" Taliaferro Papers,

Mss. Div., Minnesota Historical Society.




ST, PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER I PMITCHASSEPEN PAGE 18

Relations between Taliaferro and the new commandant were on a
friendly basis from the beginning. One of Snelling's first official acts
was the formulation of a document, which he and all other officers of the
fort signed, giving "entire approval of his eraliaferro'q;7 conduct « o o
as a public agent in this quartere" Smlling respected and liked the young
agent.37.He shared Taliaferro's resentment of the fact that other agents, "who
can know nothing of our Indian relations here," could yet grant licenses for
trading among the tribes supposedly under the supervision of Fort St. Anthony?s.
Protection of trade and maintenance of peace among the Indians
were among the first problems which the military and the Indian agent faced.
During the summer of 1820, a party of Sisseton Sioux killed two traders on
the Dakota prairies, The Sissetons were informed that their supplies would

be stopped unless those responsible for the crime were delivered to Fort St.

Anthony for punishment. Pending this action, two hostages were held.

Tn November, due to the negligence of their guard, the hostages
escaped. Snelling again sent word to the Sissetons, threatening their supplies,
but it was found that an agent had already furnished their needs and that "they
treated the messenger with insolence." Simultaneously hostilities flared forth
betwsen the ancient ememies, the Sioux and Chippewa, despite the fact that a

(]

three-year truce had been made between the two tribes,

37 Neill, Ee D, Histog% of Hennepin Countx, pe 92,

38, "Josiah Snelling to L. Taliaferro, November 10, 1820," Taliaferre Papers,
Mss, Div. Minnesota Historieal Societye.

39, "Smelling to Taliaferro," Papers, Nov. 10, 1820.
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With "little hope of success," Colin Campbell, an interpreter,
was sent to demend the surrender of the murderers, The Sissetons evidently
reconsidered, for Campbell returned with one of the savages, and an old chief,
who offered himself as a sacrifice in place of his son. Snelling recorded
the scene as follows:

These unfortumate wretches were delivered up last evening
with a great deal of ceremony, & I assure you with affecting solemnity.
The guards being first put under arms, they formed a procession in
the road beyond the bake house, in front marched a Sussitong Sissetoq;7
bearing a British flag, next came the murderer & the devoted ¢ ief,
their arms pinioned & large splinters of wood thrust through them
ebove the elbow, intended, as I understood, to show us that they
did not fear pain & were mnot afraid to die, The murderer wore a
large British medal suspended from his neck, & both prisoners bore
offerings of skins &c. in their hands, Last came the chiefs of
the Sussitongs, in this order they moved, the prisoners singing
their death song & the Sussitongs joining in the chorus until they
arrived in front of the guard house where a fire , o+ o Wwas prepared;
the British flag was burnt, and the medal worm by the murderer, given
ups The blacksmiths then stepped forward & ironed him & he was conducted
to the guard house, When the old chief offered his wrists to be ironmed,
I told him that it was not our custom to punish the innocent for 286
guilty « o o The Indian was later sent to St, Louis for trial. ™°

Snelling poured most of his emergy into the task of building the

fort. He offered the soldiers an additional fifteen cents per day and drove

them hard, Materiasls for the work were found close at hand, Trenton limestome
was hewn out of the Mississippi bluffs in the first quarrying operations by

41,
whites in Minnesota.

It was soon apparent that sufficient lumber could not be cut with
whipsaw and broad-axe, and Snelling decided to build a small sawmill at St. Anthony

Falls. During the winter of 1821, a party of soldiers were sent up the Rum River

4
40, “Josiah Snelling to L, Taliaferro, November 13, 1820, Taliaferro Papers,
Mss, Div., Minnesota Historical Socigty.
41, Upham, Warren,"Fistory of Mining and Quarrying In Minnesota; Minnesota
Historieal Collections, vol. 8, p. 296, ——
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to cut timber, The logs came down with the spring thaw but, as the mill had not
yet been completed, it wazznecessary $o cut them with whipsaws and tote by team
to the scene of building. 563pite Snelling's efforts, construction was slow,
During the following winter, the entire garrison was forced to move back across
the river to the old log houses of New Hope. None of the post buildings could
be occupied until the next year with the consequence that they were not fully

43,
completed until some years later,

The fort, as finally finished by Snelling, had a row of barracks

of hewn pine and other buildings and dwellings of stone, all enclosed by & high
stone wall., At one end was the ponderous, castellated round tower of solid native
stone, with twenty narrow slits to allow firing in any direction, The fort was

44,
believed capable of resisting successfully any attacks

Bromley, Edward A., "0ld Government Mills at the Falls of St, Anthony,"

Minnesota Historical Collections, vol. 10, part 2, pp. 636-638,

Van Gleve, Charlotte 0., Three Score Years and Ten Mpls, 1888, pe 32.

(There is considerable disagreement as to the actual date when troops

first occupied the fort, Neill, (Minnesota Historical Collections, vol. 2,
p. 107,) states it was during the wWinter of 1822-28. William Watts Folwell,
on Neill's authority, gives this date and substantiates it by Prescott's
statement, (Minnesota Historical Collections, vol. 6, p. 479,) that “before
the autumn of 1823 nearly all the soldiers had been got into quarters, and
considerable work had been done on the officerts quarters." Prescott's
statement would not preclude the possibility that Mrs, Van Cleve is correct.
Pioneer reminiscences were often inaccurate and Neill based much of his work
on these reminiscences,

44, '"Barly Days at Fort Snelling," Minnesota Historical Collections, vol. 1,

Pe 429.
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Under protection of the fort, a settlement grew up on the other
side of the Minnesota River. Jean Baptiste Faribault, one of the early Indian
traders of the Northwest, settled on Pike's Island,4i£ere he farmed a small plot
of lend, as an adjunct to his trading activities. Faribault was bornm in Canada,

the son of & French lawyer. At the age of twenty-four he had entered the service

of the Northwest Company and for ten years had carried on trade at various western

posts. In 1809 he had established himself as ean independent trader at Prairie

. 45a,
du Chien, After two years on Pike's Island, flood destroyed his property

46,
foreing him to move to the east bank of the ’Minnesotaj%ver.

When Alexis Bailly, & half breed Indian trader and representative

of the American Fur Company, returned from a trip to the Red River country in

3823, he brought five Swiss families with him. These people were the first of

many refugees from the illfated Selkirk settlement. According to Barbara Ann

Shadecker, a daughter of one of these femilies, they received considerate treatment
47,

from the officers at Fort Ste Anthony.

45, Jewett, Stephen, "After Eighty-Four Years," ppe 4=9, mss, in possession of
Minnesota Historical Society, Mss. Div. Sibley H. H., "Memoir of J. Be
Faribault," Mimesots Historical Collections, vols 3, pp. 171-176. (Most
sooounts of FErTBeaTEs Ti¥e Jo not sgree ou detsils, Upham, Minnesota
Geographic Nemes, p. 183, gives the date of his going up the MInne sota River
Tor trading as 1803, The exact date when Faribault moved to Prairie du Chien
is also in doubt, as is the date when he came to Pike's Island,)

450, Folwell, William W., A History of Minnesota, vol. 1, appendix, pe 437.

46, Sibley, H. H., "Memoir of Je E. Faribeult," Minnesota Historical Collections,

vole 3, pe 177.
47, Upham, Warren, "The Women and Children of Fort St Anthony," Magazine of
History, vol. 21, July 1915, ppe 35=344
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These were the first settlers in Minnesota to devote themselves
to agriculture as en occupation. Thirteen more femilies came from the Selkirk
colony but most of these continued southward in search of a warmer climate.48.

After the garrison was moved into the new quarters, a school
was established. A building near the main entrance used as offices for the
commandant, paymester, quartermaster and commissary, served also as schoolhouse.
John Marsh was employed as tutor at an annual salary of $75, an income which
he supplemented by carrying the mail between the fort and Prairie du Chien at
$40 per annum. If Marsh was dissatisfied with his smell salary and the inadequate
school room, these were but petty annoyances as compared with those arising out
of the disparity in age of his pupils., The youngest was Charlotte Clark, four
years of age, while the eldest, Williem Joseph Snelling, was about twenty and
had probably seen more of life than his teacher.49.Besides these two, the class

included Henry Josiah Jr. end Mary Snelling, Malcom Clark, John and Andrew Tully,

and James Hamiltone

Marsh hung on for two years. After his departure, the task of
instructing the children fell to the officers' wives, The ladies of the post
had classes of their own, studying French under the tutelage of an officer

S0e
formerly in the service of Napoleon Bonaparte.

Williams, J. Fletcher,"Reminiscences of Mrs. Ann Adams,"™ Minnesota Historical
Collections, vol. 6, ps 94.

Lymen, George D., John Marsh, A Pioneer of Six Borders, New York, Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1950, (Lyman confuses Williem Joseph Snelling with Josiah
Jr., and speeks only of a "Joe." There were two "Joe" Snellings.)

Van Cleve, Three Score Years and Ten, p. 43,
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Until this time only#anoes end keelboats had traversed the

waters of the upper Mississippi. It was widely believed that the river was
not navigable above St. Louis. When the owmers of the steamboat Virginia
decided in 1823 to send the vessel from St. Louis to Fort St. Anthony, there
was "great speculation as to whether it would ever return." But supplies
which the government wished to send regulaf]y to the fort promised sufficient
revenue for shippers to underteke the risk. G
The venture was successful., Reaching its destination on May 10,
the Virginia was greeted with booming canncn, as crowds of visiting Indiens
fled in terror at sight of the forbidding "monster of the waters." The safe
arrival of the Virginis was an event of outstanding importance in the development
of the Northwest., It opened an easier avenue of trade, and removed the greatest
natural obstacle to immigration. i
In the east, Major Taliaferro had met a dashing young Italian
exile, Giacomo Beltrami, Beltrami County later was named after him, The young
Italien, having developed a deep interest in the new Northwest, decided to
accompeny the Indian agent back to Fort St. Anthony on the Virginia., When
Ma jor Stephen Long reached the fort in July with an expedition sent to explore
the Red River coumtry, Beltrami secured permission to ge with him to Pembina.
Taliaferro gave his young friend provisions for the journey and a "noble steed,
Cadmus," to ride, Beltrami, though, was tempermental. Falling out with Major
Long, he left the party and returned to the fort, arriving on September 15 with

53,
several Indiens but minus Cadmus.

51, Petersen, William J., Steamboating on the Mississippi, The Water Way to Iowa,
Towa Historical Society, lowa City, 1907, PPs J1, 162=160.
52. Neill, History of Hennepin County, .p. 93.

63, ”Augo-gifgraghX of Major Lawrence Taliaferro, " Minnesota Historical Collections,
vol, s Do
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Wives and sisters of officers, coming in on the Virginis, had

raised the feminine contingent at the fort tzga totel of ten. This number
! 20

[
soon increased., There were eighteen or twenty officers, and mearly all of

them now brought their wives to the fort or married while there, The women
formed an aristoeratic and cultured group. Mrs., Plympton, "considered a belle

in her day," brought the first piamno to Minnesota, Weddings and other soclal
54,
events were made gay and festive occasions. Nor was religious 1life neglected.

In the latter part of 1823, Mrs, Snelling and Mrs, Nathan Clark organized =
Sunday schéol for the soldiers and their wives in the basement of the colonel's

quarters, A Bible class for officers and their families aroused a great deal

55
of interest and "furnished topics of conversation for the week," 7

But polite scciety at the fort must have been shocked by the
traders nearby. If, even in the wilderness, the fort observed proper conventions,
those outside the gates did not always do so. Philander Prescott tells of his
marrisge in the following menners

, I began to think about getting Married after the Indien
Menner. So I took ten Blankets one gun and 5 gallons of whiskey
and a horse and went to the old chiefs lodge and laid them down
and told the old people My Errant and went off home the third day
I received word that My gifts had been accepted but the girl was
bashful and did not like the idea of Marrying and I Must wait until
they could get the girl reconciled to their wishes for her to Marry
me .« « o« In a few days they Moved their tent up and camped Near
My House and it was ten days . + . before I could get my wife
e o o she came to be My wife or companion for as long as I choosed
to live with her ., . . little did I thggk at that time I Should
/live 7 with her wntil old age « o o

Upham, Warren, "Women and Children of Fort St. Anthony," The Magazine of
History, vol. 21, July 1915, pp. 32, 35=37.
Neill, ¥W. P// History in Qounty, p. 95,

=) Papers, p. 67,
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o —

The success of the wheat growing experiment encouraged the

comnissary department to attempt flour milling in order that the fort might

be more completely self-sufficient. Equipment for such milling, a pair of
burr millstones, plaster of paris, and two dozen sickles, was sent up from
St. Louis end installed in a mew building near the sawmill at the falls. o
The first fruits of the effort did not receive an enthusiastic welcome from
the troops. Bread produced from the flour was sour and black. When it was
issued, the men took it to the parade and threw it to the ground in view of
the colonel, The partial failure of the experiment resulted in a flour shortage
during the ensuing winter. o

First official inspection of the fort was conducted by General
Winfield Scott in the spring of 1824, Scott was treated to every honor and
entertainment which the post could give. He stayed a week, visiting the Falls
of St, Anthony and the chain of lakes nearby, Mrs. Snelling nemed one of
the lakes, probably the present Cedar Lake in Minneapolis, Seott Leke in his

59,
honore.

57. Bromley, Bdward A., "0ld Government Mills at the Falls of St. Anthony,"
Minnesota Historieal Collections, vol. 10, part 2, p. 636; Van Cleve,
Tharlotte,k 0., Three Score vears and Ten, p. 36, (oetitimmaine

58. Williams, J. Fleteher, "Reminiscences of Mrs, Ann Adems," Minnesota Historical
Collections, vol. 6, p. 95.

59, TUpham, Warren, “Women and Children of Fort St. Anthony," The Magazine of
History, (Vol. 21, July 1915, p. 32.
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Genersl Scott was so impressed end gratified by the apparent
efficiency and discipline which Spelling had introduced that he wrote the War
Department suggesting the post be renamed in homor of his "old comrade," its
commending officer.so.A general order to that effect was issued, and Fort St.
Anthony became Fort Snelling.sl.

A traveler in 1823 reported that there were "3 or 4 log houses
on the banks of the river, in which some subaltern agents of the Southwest
Company live emong the frogs." These huts were probably the buildings of
J. Be Faribaulte In the spring of 1828 the ice jammed above the fort and
the river rose to an unprecedented height, The ice went out suddenly, and
despite & warning sent by Colonel Snelling, Faribault suffered considerable
loss, including cattle and horses., He managed to save himself, his wife and
children, and a valuable stock of furs, in a Mackinae boet provided by the fort,

After this second disaster he moved again, this time to the
present site of Mendota?z'Soon other buildings began to cluster near his

location. This settlement, then lmown as St. Peters and later called Mendota,

became the center of the fur trade west and north to the Canadian border.

lLate in 1823 Philander Prescott, assistant sutler at the fort,
entered a trading partnership with his brother. They erected a log trading
house and began to deal in furs. Prescott remained in the trade for seversl

years but was not successful.

60. Blegan, Theodore C,, Minnesota Histery, vol. 18, mno. 4,(footnote)p. 450,

6l. Anonymous, Centennial History of Fort Snelling, 1820-1920, published by
Post Exchange, 49th Infantry, Fort Snelling 1920, p. 6.

62. Anonymous #istory of Fort Snelling, p. 103 also Sibley, H. H., "Memoir of
Je Be Faribault," Minnesota Historical Collections, voles 3, pe 177e
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Snelling grew restless in the peaceful years which followed
completion of the fort. It was a dull time for mem who had expected a frontier
assignment to provide movement and action. Even the Indian troubles were

Y
une xciting, and discontent spreag through the garrison.

Through boredom, some were driven to desert, although such an

act was highly dengerous, since the Indians had been offered a reward of 20
€3,
dollars for every deg;q%;r they returned., The number of deserters grew from
¥

2, 64,
4bres in 1823 to twenty-nine in 1825. Snelling adopted tighter diseipline,

but close confinement to quarters during the winter months and the highly
restricted social life served only to increase the tension.

65.
Nerves wore raw. OSnelling grew quarrelsome and turned more

and more to drinking, while dissension spread among the officers, Snelling's
eldest son, William Joseph, accepting a challenge to a duel which his father
had refused, lost a finger and was subsequently court-martialed.asénelling
himself agreed to fight a duel with Lieutenant Baxby, "to be fought at four
paces with pistols « o o firing te continue until ome of the parties is

. killed or disabled," There is no record that this duel actually took placgj.

e
Tn 1827, supply boats bound for the fort were fired on by

Indisns near Prairie du Chien and several whites were killed, Snelling led

en expedition downriver to suppress the uprising. Bub the foray furnished

little excitement, as the Indians could not be found and the troopers returned

%3, Bliss, Col. John,‘wﬁéminiscences of Fort Snelling," Minnesota Historical
Collections, vol. 6, pe 245,

64, Teill, Bwmbs, History of Hemnepin County, pe 10l.
Woodhall, Allen B.,"William Joseph Snelling," Minnesota History, Sept. 1926,
vol. 7, no, 3, ppe. 371=372. .

66, Neill, BdwawdeD,, History of Hennepin County, p. 97,

67. Dick, Helen Dunlap, WA Newly Discovered Diary of Colonel Snelling," Minnesota
History, vol. 18, mo. 4, p. 405,
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without firing a shot, Disgusted, Snelling remarked that "Men of Straw with
Wooden Guns and Swords" would serve the purposes of the fort as well as a
regiment.se.

The Indians continued to quarrel among themselves. Efforts
to bring peace between the Sioux and Chippewa were never successful; each
-attempt seemed merely to precipitate new hostilities, On May 27, 1827, rep=-
resentatives of the two tribes met at the fort and solemmly smoked the peace
pipe. The very next evening the Sioux fired on the Chippewa at the gates of
the fort., Two Indiens were killed and many wounded. Snelling was enraged at
this turn of events, and when four Sioux warriors were captured, he turned tlem
over to the Chippewa for punishment according to the savage code. The warriors
were givem a running start in a race with death. If they could escape they
were to go free, but Chippewa bullets quickly ended the matter, The bodies

were then scalped end desecrated with knives,

The Sioux did not object until it was revealed that two of the
four executed had been innocent. Snelling was widely critieized, and open
warfare between the whites and the Indians was averted only with difficulty.

The Sioux took secret revenge. Several soldiers who disappeared were considered

69,
deserters until their mangled bodies were discovered,

Holt, Major Johm R., Historie Fort Snelling,’ p. 18.
Sibley, Henry H., "Reminiscences, rersonal and Historical," Minnesota
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Snelling's achievements at Fort Snelling are not to be over-
shadowed by the difficulties he experienced during the last years he experienced
during the last years he spent there. To his family and friends he was kind
and considerate, and Taliaferro found him a consistent supporter, On October
2, 1827, Snelling, with his wife, three ohildren and a "female servant, Olympia,"
sailed on the steamboat Josephine to take over new duties at Jefferson Barracks,
near Ste Louis, In dsparting from the fort that bore his neme, he was leaving

706
his greatest achievement behind. A year later, at the age of 46, he died,

As the number of traders inereased, Taliaferro's troubles
multiplied. It became almost impossible to allow trade and at the same time
to keep liquor from the Indians. He was foreced to consider desperate measures

and finally wrote General William Clark asking that the trading location at
Tle
St, Peter's be abolished. He said simply, "My reasons are good," And apparently

they were good, for only nine days later the council house of the agency was
T2
burned down, presumably fired by a drunken Indian, Taliaferro's plea for

closing the trading post was refused, He again barred all sales of whiskey
: T3
and this time extended the ban to high wines,

Dick, -HedensDunlep, "A.lewly-Diseovered Diary of Colomel Snelling,"-jinmesebe
Highoey, vols 18, noe 4, pe 405, L,
awrence Taliaferro to Genmeral William Clark," August 5, 1830, Clark (Wm.)

Papers, Abstract in Mss. Div,, Minnesota Hisborical Society, P R
"Eawremee Taliaferro to General Clark," August 17, 1830; Olaris(iisel)sPapers .
"Lawrence Taliaferro to Joseph Rolette, Alexis Bailly, Alex Cultertsom, etc.,"
August 16, 18303 Clark (Wm,) Papers.
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Large quantities of such wines were seized from traders, The
American Fur Company fought back, asserting that the Mississippi River was
a highway and not Indian country.74.Alexis Bailly, a fur company representative,
was responsible for most of Taliaferro's trouble, The other traders worked
under his direction and bought their supplies from him, He constantly disregarded
Taliaferro's warnings, wmtil at last, the agent had to declare his trading
license void, e .

After 1832 steamboats ascended the river to the fort at more

frequent intervals, Besides supplies, most of them carried passengers and

excursionists,

Samuel and Gideon Pond,; who arrived on the steamboat Warrior
in the spring of 1834, were not among those who came to enjoy the beauty of the
regions Their mission was to bring religion to the Indians, Me jor Bliss, then
commandant at the fort, was not certain that the Ponds should be allowed to remain,
but Taliaferro, who saw them as worthy helpers in his work emong the Indians, desired
them to stay,.

Taliaferro meanwhile had established Eatonville, an Indian
agricultural colony near Lake Calhoun, The Indians were enjoying some success
there in raising corn, but they did not know how to plow, Samuel Pond was sent

to Kaposia and Gideon to Eatonville, It was not long before the young Presbyterians

had won the respect of the Ind%?ns. Eventually they established a mission station
7 @ d

and school near Lake Calhown,

74, "Jos. M, Street, Prairie du Chien, to lewis Cass," October 1832; abstract
from Street Papers in Iowa Historical Society, Mss, Div,, Minn. Hist. Soc,
75« "Jolm Bliss to Alexis 3ailly," Sept. 20, 1834, Bailly (Alexis) Papers,
Mss, Div., Minn, Hist. Soce * Minnesota His‘bogy,” vol. 15' Noe 4,

en. Theodore C., "The Pond Brothers,
= 11?’586:11&’51' 1934, ppe 273-275.




Mae-

ST, PAUL, THE OITY CHAPTER I MMECHASSIPI! PAGE 31
/74 |
The arrival of Henry Hastings Sibley 1ﬁh5t. Peter " gettlement

— e PIeH o ‘/‘/‘

on November 7, 1834, as chief of all the affairs of the American Fur Compeny,

was significant of the increasing trade of the northwest area, Sibley, impressed
with the strategic value of the location, immedistely assumed a position of
leadership in the little settlement, populated by company clerks, agents, fur
traders, interpreters and renegades.77.A1though it wae 8till semi-gavage
territory, Sibley established himself as a country gentleman.78. He had s 1arge.
dignified etone house bullty and rode about the countryside on a great black horse,
accompenied by a2 bodyguard of two French~0anadians.79'

On May 16, 1835, led by the Reverend Thomas S, Williamson, a
missionary group under the auspices of the American Board of Foreign Missions
arrived at the fort, Shortly after his arrival, Williamson officiated at the
first wedding ceremony to be performed in Minnesota by a clergymen, Jjoining

Lieutenant E,A, Ogden in merriage to the daughter of Major Gustavus Loomis, an

officer at the post,

Loomis, an extremely devout men, encouraged Williamson to orgenize
a Presbyterian church, A group assembled for the first meeting in one of the compaany
rooms of the fort, When the sermon was over, Loomis, Henry H, Sibley, Samuel W,

Pond, and Alexander G, Huggins "were solemnly set apart to the office of Ruling Elders

80, QUL Qs 42t

by ordination," The pastor's text wes "For ye were as sheet going astray, but are
gl,

now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls," These were the first

services to be held by an orgenized Protestant church in the upper Mississippl valley,

77. "H,H, Sibley to Remsey Crooks," Nov, 1, 1834, Sibvley (H.E.) Papers, Mss, Div,
Minnesota Historical Society,
78. "Agreement between H,H, Sibley and John Muller," Feb, 1836, Sibley (E.H,)
Papers, Mss, Div,, Minnesota Historical Society,
79. "Newspaper Clippings," Gordon (Hanford Lennox) Papers, May 9, 1892, Mss, Div,
—”,,,-\\ Minnesota Historical Society, vol, 2, p., 114,
e 80, Chronicle and Register, St, Paul, April 20, 1850

8l, Neill, History of Hemnepin County, p. 108,
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GHAPTER II "THE USES OF PIZTY , "

By 1837 exploration in the great northwest was well advanced,
and Fort Snelling, commanding the upper reaches of the Mississippi, was

recognized as the established outpost of a s*ngd“"‘ advancing frontier. A&zﬂeagh

b S
-

‘fae city of St, Paul was not yet dreamed of, settiese, 11xeu W&Lu tne vneugﬂtwof
permanent home hu&%dingmnrathan_than~uilderness sdventure, were filtering up the
big stream,

Since Pike's treaty there had been no §§?c@ definition of the
military reserve of Fort Snelling. ~$§e§§rwho.h;&-ﬁafwsat;i;&-;;thig.i%swenwinons
believed they could live permanently upon the farms they hgd made! fhey had been
"welcomed and aided" by the officers'aadwuarewpermitted to-build homes. and
cultivate the fertile bottoms near the river.l.

Major Joseph Plvmaton. newly aﬁnointed commandant of Fort Snelling,
attempted to determine the limit of hls reserve and the number of -settlers; 4
survey revealed there were eightj-two whites at Baker's Spgtiément anu«»~c&nstéf
) : v e e /7 -
of Cahinsrg;ouhd“é;;jiérge Btone trading house of Benganin F Bamnr, a total of
157 persons in no way connected with the arr1son.2.

For military reasons Plympton declded these people must be
removed, _Hes ment 2 letter to the adjutant general in Jashington, comnlain@gggthat

the squatters were responsible for the scarcity of firé,wood. He received no

orders for theﬁ%emoval, but was instructed to mark off the reservation according to his

plans, Lwtsrfk% despatched a map to Washington, outlining the land which he considered

strictly military reserve.

1, Hansen, Marcus L,. O0ld Fort Snelling 1819-1858, State Historical Society of lowa,
2, 1Ibid, pp. 189-191. .
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'P&Eﬂ!ﬂﬂEﬂ!ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%~W&it*f6r further instructions, /Hé issued an ordeaﬂ
7 )
prohibiting the erection of buildings or fences upon the reservation and restricted

the cutting of timber to members of the garrison,

"
-~

Some of the settlers sought to protect themselves by taking land

beyond the established line of the reserve, During 1838 Abraham Perry and his

r o
* =1,

family, formerly of the Selk1rk colonykmoved from the west river settlement aemess
S‘:Jl' "‘.lr)ilr,,t..)

the-»iver, A short time earller Pierre Parrant, a French-Canadian voyageur, 51 4

P

wiite—employed—by—tho-American-Pur-lompany, erected a makeshift shanty at the mouth
of the little stream which issued from Fouhtain Cave, Fresh from the Missouri
River country, he was attracted by the possibility of trading without the formé:;ity

of government license or regulation, 3Both Parrant and Perry considered themselves
3. :
outside the limits of the military reserve, W

-%(Ldﬁ {{(‘CeL

Until then the land between the fort and the St, Croix River nas /
ne-ed Cfp //

closed because it was Indian country, Hwt tnls last barrier to settlement was ﬁw
Z‘f ,"t & LA .(-
pveﬁéeas;nf_xnmnval. A treaty with the Chippewa had been negotiated at Fort Snelling

(2
by Governor Henry Dodge of Wisconsin em July 29, 1837, Two months later Taliaferro

led a group” of Sioux chieftains to Washington where a similar treaty was sighed,
The major provision of both agreements was the opening of ;Qg land betwe?ﬂ:the Sge
4, 7 W fana f lftetlin, /1 U, ~—

Croix and the Mississippi. Wmm Tne neus;\reached -

the fort in July of 1838, with the arrival of the steamboat, Pplmyra,

3. Pioneer and Democrat Weekly, St, Paul, April 28, 1859,
4, A History of Minnesota, vol, 1, Folwell, William W., Minnesota Historical
Society, St. Paul, 1929, pp. 159-160,
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Speculators who had little interest in ferming took due note of
these events. Ratification of the Indien treaties was the signal for en
excited scramble to appropriete strategic traocts of the newly opened lend.
Even Major Plympton, fargetting his strict attitude toward unauthorized
settlement by other people, tried to ley perscnal cleim to the power site
et St. Amthony Falls. He was heeded of f by e sharpwitted newcomer,

Franklin Steele, who imvoked a law prohibiting the teking of land by

of ficers.

{2
Parrant lost the property at Fountain Cave through J#¥s inability
to pay a $90 note held by Guillaume Besumette, He moved to a bluff above the river
near the present site of Robert Street, ;till extant and in the handwriting of
General Sibley, who at that time was agent of the fur company at St, Feters, is the

IEsboniesd umen ' n
document wherein Parrant agreed to transfer to Beaumette his claim in

as 1 oh. 2 : &1 .
case he defaulted, »Lﬁéj;n the oldest legal paper in ex1stence/’relating to land in

the city of St, Paulf,x:

i iion@gxmﬁ Democrat Weekly, St. Paul, Apfﬂl 28, 1859
5 deil%. Edward.D.. and J, Fletdher Williams, History of Hennepin County and
the City of Minneapolis, North Star Pub, Co,, Minneapolis, 1881, p. 113,
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‘ & kherkpuas spacqlatiﬂn in tne w1nd, and 14 at rected-men not
V\ i1 ( A 4 ¢
L(' A
&i&%ekeebed in farning;ﬂwﬂae"new Inulwn treatle;Ahegan-an exoited ocrarble ipr i,;¢, :
! /N L4
wt: A 4 > 4 3 Aol g ¢
K anie ea,stxa#eqae, Jbailbe hid strict att1tude taward unay horized
sl =Very / Dy 40 :
settlenent ua’or f;vnﬂton\athﬁpted to rlﬂ*”(n00$e¥%v~near wt Anthony Falls,
/ \4[\ T, '—) P :
untiy *ranﬁlin/Sfeel a-éﬁa*n- A tted ne "cower, irVo“e a law prohibiting
1 N 5.

/

_sleang=talci ng by officers. 5

N

N

n, Gwemef\the pioneer Indian

"/" /." - £5
During this period [Joseph R, Brow

R -
tradery, )made a claim near the upper end of Stillwater's fut“re site,

| T
Lot
B, Taylor, a stone mason at the fort, took over the place-wiich later beeeme knomn

Vil

nd Jesse

as Taylor's Falls, These “rOdert*es were considered the only locations of any
L‘ y LG/.'\
importance, ,fThe future site of St, Paul,avvarently was thousht—te—be-of-no-valus,
) BD% &
/“
Parrant lost the property at Fountain Cave through J## inability

to pay a $90 note held by Guillaume Beaumette, He moved to a bluff above the river

near the present site of Robert Street, Still extant and in the handwriting of

o

General Sibley, who at that time was agent of the fur company at St, Peters, is the

hisbemiead document wherein Parrant agreed to transfer to Beaumette h

case he defaulted, Thisgj® the oldest legal paper in existence/’relating to land in
-

the city of St. P:-xl,
:‘

April 28, 1859
liam s, History of Hennepin County and

5, Pioneer & Democrat Weekly, St, Paul,
6, Neill, Edward D,, and J, Fletdher Wi
the Clty of Minneapolis, North Star

1
' 8
-
=}
P«

ub, Co,, Minneapolis, 1881, Do 1185
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St. Peters, 12th November, 1839

On the first day of May next, I promise to pay to
Buillaume Beaumette, Ninsty Dollars for value received,
without defalcation.

Witness: His
As M. Anderson Pierre X Parrant

Know all men by these presents, that I, Plerre
Parrant, residing near the Entry of the St. Peters River,
and Wisconsin Territory do hereby make over, transfer
and Quit Claim to Guillaume Beaumette, of St. Psters, all
my right, title and interest in and to all that tract or
pertion of Land which I, the eaid Perrant, now reside
upon and occupy, &t the Cave, so called, about four miles
below Fort Snelling, to have and to hold the same to said
Guillaums Beaumette, his heirs and assigns forever.

Provided always - and it is hereby eXpressly undsr-
stood between the parties, that if the said Pierre Parrant
shall pay or cause to be paid on or before the first day of
May next to the said Beaumette the sum of Ninety Dellars,
amount of a certain note of hand by me, to be null, and of
no effect, otherwise to remain inm full force and virtue.

Signed, Sealed and delivered

in presence of His e
H.H. Sibley Pierre X Parrant
A.M. Andsrson Mgrk

{ /”"
A wag of a later day has commented on Parrant'!s entry into §t. Paul. "Upon

this spot he laid the cgg from which the city of St. Paul was hatched. He cut
down the first tree, built the first house, amd sold the first whiskey in the

8
present capital of Minnesota . . . "

Pirst settlers are usually honored, but Parrant is Sensrally

A

remembeféd;fér the abuse heaped upon him. As a frontier whiskey dealer, his trade

A e 7 g
‘!("(_/,(g;,.( Nt

brought him into ill repute with some members of the community. In-additien, his

7. St. Paul Pioneer, Sunday, June 3, 1866
8. Pioneer & Democrat Weekly, St Paul, April 28, 1859
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personal appearance did not inspire confidence. One odlwiis ey%{ bulged in
4 N .'(,
white bllndness,!/From ‘this he received the nqme[ "ﬁlg 8 Eye " Hisbtorians

have painted Parrant darkly. One writer of the 1870's n&a&med that his

face " + o« o 50 much resembled that of a pig as to suggest the name . He
9. j\ 4' 1 ”-:‘ o « 138 /((( 1AA Tl ;‘"'-" ¢ [‘ ) L«{ A "‘ 7
was a low fellow « o« «" ' 71 ; Pk ‘

} e A At 'Tt.\!( L 'aﬂr:‘t"‘:"“" il

[

I

,{m‘ , Ll L gl
/ ; Other settlers followed Parrant, :

(
o

[ TPV, T

The Gervais brothers, Benjamin and Pierre took up claims. A mysterious stranger
who called himself Johnson paddled upstream and remained umtil rumor spread

that the fort authorities were considering his arrest on charges of counterfeiting.
o L= T/ ¢ | :

LN 2 e ’ U
The setilers who remained near the fort were not undlsturbed
V’\M l'l’?d;umm.:_,-;;u gy 4 /é).’/'/uu( oo Lo ad e ) LA /[ a "f‘; les ) §hney g
for longe. , In Ap&ll of/ 1839 /dohn D enson, post surgeon, reported to TWashington
g A g

that the fort was "completely inundated with ardent spirits." Emerson did not

iy

exaggerate the condition, Taliaferro noteJ in his journal that on a single day

" « o A7 soldiers were held in the guardhouse on charges of drunkenness," )

- A huddle of traders! shacks ag: i below the fort was
the source of most of this illicit whiskey. Boats coming upstream would stop
and unload cargoes of liquor there before proceeding to the fort, The situation
grew more menacing when it was reported that a "citizen named Brown « o
was « e« o actually building a very expensive whiskey shop within gunshot

distance of the Fort « « o

9, Andreas, A. T. (Bditor) An Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of
Minnesota, Chicago, Ill., 1874, De 220
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7
7

Py

yrA
With the liquor traffic as an;zzuuse, Plfmnton renewed his efforts

1—:} el [ 1t St

to secure permission from the War Departmept tv.iiwit tne rqu”Ve. When

Brigadier General John B, Wood inspected the post in June 1839, he despatched a
10, ‘/ -
letter to Washington, concurring with Plympton, Even this efdewt, howeveggﬂd wat

resulteg® in p# immediate action, (‘[ij*:(

/ In the meantime another character came on the scene, Mathias

J

oras, pastor of Cathedral Church of Mobile, Alabama, was appointed first bishop
of Dubuque, <%he new diocese included the present state of Iowa and that untamed

stretch of land lying northwerd between:the Mississippi and the Missouri Rivers,

Loras journeyed to France in the hope of securing missionaries to aid
im in his difficult task, His appeal found a ready response, He returned to the
United States accompanied by a group:iof young Frenchmen who had chosen to forego
comfortable posts in their native land for the hakdships t£ the American Notthwest,

Among them were Joseph Cretir Pelamourgues, August Rgvoux, and Lucien Galtier.w)

To acquaint himself with the wild and sparsely settled diocese,

Bishop Lorgs, with Father Pelamourgues and a young interpreter, wisited Fort
L2y 4{&’ ﬂn,,. f’{ ),1)/

Snelling and St, Peters ﬂ As steam%cqts were not frequent on the upper river, the

bishop found it necessary to return to Dubuque in a dugout "made of a single
1 %) S
tree,"

10, Anonymous, Centennnigl History of Fort Snelling, 1820-1930, p. 13.

11, Hoffman, M,M® The Ohurch Founders of the Northwest, Bruce Publishing Co.,
Milwaukee, Wis,, 1937, pp. 117-127,




ST, PAUL, THE CITY \ 2 -__.CTIAPI‘T"% il

@ s () oot

=

» BA Lﬁ'@ M‘i ). TH /[f A 2.4 T/ .A&,( {/ B ¢ A [t
Shnnt%yraftﬂt#imras‘ x;smt, B nhanre toels ?%ace 1n*thef ﬁ“

! dand himagllena o ot Wag dogininv 2ot v 2 *é{f}fg e
néa.-m%?en!b-‘?almferro raa:.gned. A lome- mcident flum:.snad

A8k , £ 2et el L ufe punaglla o Nece

;tna finglm&mnetus 5o-his=deoisiole The grog ahbpﬁnfkﬂaary-écnck was ontere&—by

‘\,(‘ U,(, J". {(
?. LA -Sioume brsva ohapged- that ' Taliaferro had incited the Indians osmdeslesd

()mc wf{‘
insbrgeted=rhen to aabsr the taverne

L 7 ’:h[,. I’ 4
Eater-Talieaferre—fell—i I nck &rmed With an illegal
’ f ’ = 4 {/
]f ', f{ § & A AL (# 4 -/ { {4

sheriff's appointment, broke in the door of tao#aqaaﬁJﬂ nougiand placed uh@,&gﬁhb

under arrest, Taliaferro asked.vilegABﬁﬁimaot send a note to the comﬂandant

A

infoming the officer of his departure.  For some reason Menck agreed tOwﬁhéﬂ

)

precedure—~and wnswﬁhnS’ougggnQraivdx-,T%e note brought soldiers who expelled the
al N

whiskey trader from the reservation.

(\(L ; J
But Taliaferro nesismed. "I am disgusted with the life of

an agent among such bad materials and bad management on the part of Congress

he wrote, The agent's stern incorrupt&bility had made him the target of trader

and politician alike., The Americen Fur Company, perhaps the most powerful single
factor in affairs of the Northwest frontier, considered him a dangerous mane He

in turn disliked the fur company and felt that the Indian Office in Washington

was "bending a listening ear to the agents" of the corporation. In any case he A; &
found his relations with the Indlans undermlned and his work thwarted.

,YWZ"'L;_;-'HL{,, .zuw?’f md B o /,u, ;f

\

Never 3#&11 were the Indiahs to Haveg so singere _« defender.
Like many idealists who g aVLtaL%d'uowqrd tpé frantler w1th nen of action, Taliaferro
saw his plans fail and i aé; crumb}é O;diqary hap@aﬁan me apt 11t ;¥e/to him,

but the frustration of K ork was a d;sanpdxétmﬁgt he ‘eould not s%and.

12, Neill, E, D., Occurrence In And Around Fort Snelling, ppe 54-55.
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In the aubtumn of 183§}tne llutle settlcment that was to
[ e
be St. }éu] WP tbe,saeaean(a my5ucr10us s1ay1ng, Three soldiers, Edward

Phalen, John Hays end William Evans, 6301ded to sett 16 below Fountain Cave

'u(/: & -,/‘,V‘,rm,,n
upon their discharge from the armye Phalen Wﬂﬁudlﬂﬁh&ﬂ@ﬁd f&r&br—éki.agreed
/N

to hold & c¢laim next to his own for Hays, who waSaonpeebing to return to
. ]

)

civilian life th{'iexﬁ springe Phalen selected a claim in a lonely spot
fronting the rivor/ and Hays(moved in with hinmon leaving the armyy) A

persistent rumor was soon afoot that the two men were not oq/d’como1euely
13,,
friendly eseitss | v 1)

In September Hays disappeared, A few days later, an Indian

reported that his sops had 1ocated a body in the river near Carver's.

)1[“‘\,. ! Tll Bt
Cave, Soldiers wéae—ied %6" sgn# and Henry He Sibley, justice of the peace,
V
issued a warrant for the arrest of Phalen, charging him with murder in the

first degree, The surly prisoner was sent to Crawford County prison in Prairie
14,
du Chien to await trial,

o

Opinion at St. Peters and Fort Snelli ing was oreJudlced against

frond e Erdo
Phalun hut authorities at Prairie du Chien d;d_nobuieei—th@re~wéﬁ sufficient

#

ovédaaee—of guilt. The case was dismisseds

13, Williams, Je Fletecher, A History of the City of St, Paul and of the Coun
of Ramsey," Minnesota History Collections, vol, 4, Sts Paul, 1876, pps 66=72
14, Williams, J, Fletcher, A History of the City of St. Paul and of the County
of Remsey, p. 91 also Neill, Occurrence in and Around Fort Snelling, pp. 140=-
11-[.
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EX/‘

>

{

When Phalen returned, he found Vital Guerin in possess:.on

f bindiy fop /‘}
” ~of Haa.ysB cla:.m. He bhma-boaoé to remove the 1little Frenchman by force. Guerin,

""'1?‘/

Lnke \4 {4 -m A
however, reamdeé—up—me P(;sky vozameurséwho threatened to throw Phalen over
the bluff 1nto the river.

: e )
L ok l‘;‘ e ’ L

N e letters and official repor'l:s/ which had come to his desk

a /

during a perlod of two years; finally prompted Secretary o ""Jar{ Je R. Poinsett
b J

to order expulsion of all settlers on the reserve, Instructlons v@ere sent

.\ /L’.Z (/‘ A~

Ix’[arshallf Bdward James of Wisconsin Territory who delegated the a.uthority to
4 : 15,

his deputy at Prairie du Chien, Ira B, Brunson,

w( .

e S {
L4 (¥

T~ vl
wea"«:en the discipline of mgarm.;an and hesl caused trouble among the Indians,

The——s;i;uatlon mgh‘c ea511y have become dfngerous, but it was no’b this- p!*e%;}eﬁ Y
‘;!«u A = Lo T a8 4 { W it Lrl } LW ol | Lt/ L4 { Jqld /'/ /
o of: (21

which-—promphed the a’ctltude of the mllltary. Seamuel C, Stambaugh, sutler at
the fort, suggested that a desire for 1and _control my have been a/mnne important

r"_f,:"'{n\. &»pi,r hr A ,(La, Lty
m%m;—&%r’feﬂr of the settlers sel—é—WH-rsky/and the e could have been T

l’-

lcon{:rolled by destroying the grog shops and expelling those who kept them.

15, Anonymous, Centennial History of Fort Snelling, p. 14.
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) -7 3
l'f‘;:zzt/ 'E,@s~1-311a1f Brunson,,#h& Prairie du Chien deputy, arrived in

April 1840 and immediately ordered the settlers to remove themse'lves and their
Wlient WA e A
possessions from the reservation. ,&"ne decree uas meb with 1nd1fi‘erence.

/Béldlers were sent out and the cabins were emptied of goods and burnmed before
7

their bewildered and helpless owners,

t

| / - "“

ol ¢ Aty S ol
There is—sowe disderecment regarding. the debeils of the

expulsion., A memorial presented to Congress stated that " . . ., the soldiery
fell upon them without warning, treated them with wnjustifiable rudeness, broke

and destroyed furniture Wantonly, msulted the women, and in one or two instances,

[f -f ,J ¢ 4

fired at and killed cattle.“ /!( w:.tnegs oi‘ 'bhe scene -wal;e? no mention of Persgnal
16. ¥ ) 24 -,-,.4 ,m ».p:“ { ML 4" 4‘; V‘Y‘AAL a 4

h -'_, L4 Lé AN “_

'y ry) \

(4

4 n) :
violences T M bhe BV'_LC'blOIl was ’rhornu h e Perr and SO a hers who had-
th—*‘\“ e N 1.“.-. :",f"’i“' i g .,\ 7y /‘uq ,L‘EAJ‘J(J.\V",‘( \W—
() \\

moved Mhems%e«rn snore to escape mlhtary resi rlctlons}‘ “Pound themselves
17, o

homeless. “‘\

\\
N

TThus, because of the misconduct of gl O SPGB A
s of g sotors, ,

* Y
O WMLl atdt &) (w.r‘«l»ruu,‘au‘
forty or fifty families were forced to build new homes,aasi of- i;fqe r:.vei' on the (¥

CLu‘t‘u:,,c,t"” 4 \\( AAAPLAY [rnh (‘rt'f‘ﬁlgg,, A i
Ste.Paul-site. Ujbon such thin stran (# the beginnings of & citys)
\\.ﬁ - '{\" L )\'\_r‘—h — "‘:"u q\‘ :

4

1.»
w\\mﬂk ‘ Due to the lack of available men, Bishop Loras was umable

to send a prlesu to the fort for almos‘b a year, He was reminded of.his promise 'm;U-L

g ) | L/x AR Lplq:mu%,\, "/u oA Gl L f&fcfr(
>f maﬂy.by -H;]ﬁ acpigadseof the fi 7&7\ boat pDubuque—hemméene-tver—in—that yea«r,/ ¢

Hansen, Marcus L., Old Fort Snelling, ppe. 194-196, 246.
Newson, Te M., Pen Pictures of St. ‘aul, p. 19; also see Pioneer of St. Paul,
Pe 19,
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On less than an hour's notice, Father Lucien Galtier took passage on the boat and
departed up the river to found a mission in the Fort Snelling area,
A Catholic historian describes Galtier as "a man of great decision of

character, with a strong cast of countenance, large mouth and overshadowing eyebrows.,

Z)

His head sat upon his shoulders like a military chieftain'sli These gqualities were
to stand the new priest in good stead, as he was destined to meet hardship and
discouragement during his stay. For a month he lived with an interpreter, Scott
Campbell. Then he secured a separate hoom, which served in turn as kitchen, parlor
and chepel. He builthsfittle altar of rough boards, which was closed by a white
canopy when not in uégf' He continued here for more than a year, giving his farflung
congregation such service as limited travel facilities would pemmit. Returning from
a visit to a number of femilies who had settled near St. Croix Lake, he fell
desperately 111 of "billdous fever and ague",

During his illness Galtier gave much thought to the location of a pemanent
chapel, Eventually he chose the nameless little downriver community which had been

formed by the settlers expelled from the Snelling reserve. Situated within easy

reach of St. Peters, it was the nearest point, outside the reservation, to the head

of transportation on the Mississippi:‘ Benjamin Gervais and Vital Guerin donated
2.1)

land for a church and a small graveyard, and—

L =) T s s 1 n p 3
McNulty, Ambrose, The Chapel of St, Paul and the Beginning of the Catholic
Church in Minnesota, Minnesota History Collections, wvol, 10, Part 1, 5t,
Paul, 1906 , p, 226,
I i uls R
Rev, L,/ Faltier, vel.l, no, 2, July 1918, p, 185,
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-y | — ¢ p g [ —
\{ Uad T anind il o -

er Lucien Galtier wes—despabehed totake up-dubies-n

: ir\bhe-past.e

- §
he«friest ﬁﬁﬁni hardships and difficulty, but he wag equal to

1= Y ™aY 9 H » 2 v «ad 1 am s m
gmnarkable personality" impressed all whq.€ame near him

won the respect of both Catholic and Protestant, He was described as

L, man of great degision of.elaractery with a strong cast of/countenance, large
puth and overshadowing eyebrows, /His head sat upon his shoulders like a

18

]

§1isary chteftain's . . "

For a month Galtier lived with an interpreter, Scott Campbell,
hen he secured a separafe ragm/which wés in 4urn a kitchen, a parlor and chapel,
a little altar of rough boards which was closed by a white canopy when not

t
19,
in use, Under these trying cenditfods he continued for more thar a year,

le buil

Geltier attempted to serve all of his far-flung congregation as

=

bbly as time and limited grayel facilities/would permit, He visited a number of

families who had recently #Settled near St, Croix-Lake, Mpon his return he became

2

fesperately ill, with "M1llious fever and the ag

-

During his illness Galtier devoted his thoughts.to the location
\ é

’
/ -
% A

community which had been Bormed by the expulsion, It was within €28y reach™of

¢

of a permanent chapel. ZEventually he chose the little nameless dowpfiver

18, McNulty, Ambrose, The Chapel of St, Paul and the Beginning:of the Oatholic
Church in Minnesota, Minnesota History Collections, wvol, 10, Part 1, St,
Paul, 1906 , p. 236,

Q

19, Rev, L/ Jeltier, vol,l, no, 2, July 1918, p. 185.
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St. Peters had not yet been renamed Mendota, and since the
" o .« o name of Paul is generally connected with that of Peter," Galtier
dedicated the new chapel to the Apostle Paule. "St. Paul, as applied to a
town or city, was well appreciated," Galtier declared, "The monosyllable
« o o sounds good, it is understood by all Christian denominations."24.
The log building with the cross was almost the only lendmark of the commumity,
and the place began to be called St, Paul's landinge Soon this was shortemed

==y

to St. Paultse. “ard AL

Father Augustin Ravoux, who had accompanied Galtier from

France, arrived at St. Peters in 1841 and remained a few days with his friend.

He visited“f.}m;ne‘ small settlememts in the region and spent some time among the

Indiens of Chaska, a small trading station. He came to St. Peters again a

year later, and this time remained in charge of the mission while Galtier
25.
visited Catholies at Lake Pepin and on the Chippewa River.l)

Vi S

ol
)\' : Ravoux's services were nearly brought to a tragic

Q 1&1, :
Sonciusion one evening when he was awakened by an alarming crash, The main
beam of Galtierts house had cracked., Although the building collapsed, Ravoux

meanaged to escape without serious injury. Upon Galtier's return Ravoux departed

for Chaska, where he planned to establish a permamnent mission among the Indians.

Reve Le Galtier, to Rt. Reve Thomas L. Grace, Bishop of St, Paul, Prairie
du Chien, Jan, 14, 1864,

Sibley, H. H., Reminiscences of Early Days in Minnesota, Minnesota History
Collections, vole 2, St, Faul, 1880, pe 242,
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Galtiﬁr nnwkfonnd it mecessary to move ﬂ:muﬁ#ha~seﬁt;31do
J&s Ste Paters:) J. B. Farlbault 3ffered him & small house which he arranged
as temporary living quartersqaaﬂ a makeshift chapel. 'With—%his_&smheadquartﬁrs,
he visited St. Paul regularly and made frequemt trips to the settlements along
the St. Croix., He soon found it inappropriate that the smaller and less important
community of St. Paul should have a chapel while Ste Peters had none., Lumber

was secured in Chippewa Falls, and work began on the first church in St. Peterse

Galtier describes a Christmas celebration which took place

about this times

"As usual I celebrated mass . . « before the
Holy Sacrifice began, all seats were taken, and it was with diffieulty
that one could make his way through the midst of the erowd. Officers,
soldiers, Protestant gentlemen of the vieinity, and a great number of
Catholic Canadians from St. Croix, Lake Pepin, St, Paul, and the Falls
of St, Anthony were present at the ceremony. Some musicians had come
from the Falls of St. Croix, about sixty miles from St, Peters, to
add to the festive spirit of the celebration. The sanctuary was lighted
with a great number of candles, which gave a charmingly radiant light;
it was heightened by the draperles e« o o and a garland of greems, in
the form of a triumphal arch, which extended from the entrance of the
sanctuary to the communion taale. In the center hung a chandelier sur-
mownted by twelve tapers, representing the twelve apostles. On one
side in the front row were the musicians with their instruments; on
the other the children who eere making their first commmion, each
holding & lighted candle and wearing a white veil, Everyone paid good
attention and derived much benefit, The singing began at half past
eleven and . . o the number of communicents was very satisfactory.
I hed three who came 30 miles in order to heve the blessing of approache
ing the holy banquet. The feast was beautiful and meda us forget the
many difficulties, setbacks and sorrows experienced.

By 1843 gwibe a number of settlers had taken up r951dence

£ ( f«\"
at the site of Ste Paul, Michel LeClalre was amoné%fﬁﬁ:firSt. Moussgégﬁgettled

on the point of the bluff. Annndigthers whom Edmund Brisette recalls awmés

26, Some Early Galtier letters, Minnesota History, vel. 19, no. 2, June 1938,
Pe 191,
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Antoine LeCount and his wife, Francis Battiset, Joseph and Isaac LaBissoniere,

f”\(w‘llk V.
Charetto, Cornoyer, Gammel and Bazille., There were women t&ég;unnvﬁn

I ot i ik Sewr B CE /e A
the frontier and1%§cl£3;u;%_§hls‘§; is probablo thaﬁ the Perry £

\.Lé A AN »-‘, ¥y » .._ w1 vt At ;
six daughters g ' ul by tho-dlggable b ,
Lo edt V) CoHyp it g

¥

th French—Canadlans <uho meds up the larger share of T t
¢ vio dowliT5 ﬁé'w\wf>fW¢wumAMu y“ﬁ‘“ﬁ
Ste Paul's early pop ulat 10 ﬁuﬁdoned ‘over-mueh-hardghrpl1n~%ho~puut now

/M-{/‘W‘:d Sevar 67 'f,{: g A AN Y rfiyw Z/u C«L Tf A[( /C’uuo;t H-v !
3 : ‘ thg_lifeJ ifh_they rememben ﬁfhe:r native lend. When
Vital Guerin married Adele Perry, a party of friends accompanied them to St.

Peters for the ceremony. On their return Benjamin Gervais opemed his cottage

to the whole settlement. There was dancing and music. Demny Cherrier "fiddled
28,

that nlght until he was GXhausted, The panle ime 4 bdowsald Mud) heric

0.4
U./\,.v/l Thr WAy A WAt ™y "I,L1LL T J 1 : Q_,L"(u,?

setller was-.summe upuéa—anﬂewmwards
. el lo el

; "t
<% Edmund Brisette: "In the year 1843 Indian Summer lasted until Christmas,.

.61

e- A4 J?ﬂw«f o ek Li IM auﬁﬁ.r.La ‘)L‘f V& ﬂ-t‘f’k o :m‘.) (U’Lw Wm,/
ank rt’4w1 W - { ! o

Wia A VAL

I dug potatoes until near Jan. 1. Wolves and foxes plenty. Dances frequent,
29,
Pork $8 a barrel."

S:‘E\ MY Al \A _»,‘,:u ,4 LA/t f}/
Galtier was never in fﬁll sympathy with the” soiileses-
f(h’{u-J Yahlan O
att

pts to jeve the drabness of their lives. During his last months at
St. Peters he was in despair, believing that his work promised no permenent resultes

He wrote Bishop Loras on January 6, 1844:
A large number of soldiers have become members

of the temperance society; but to offset that good, since a few days
before Christmas there have been saturnalian orgies, or drinking
bouts, almost continuously, particularly on the St, Paul side. To-
morrow I expect to threaten them with God's anger, if they do not
return to their duty. A priest is absolutely necessary at that place,
Monseigneur cen assure himself of that by the details already given,

William J. Fletcher, A History of the City of St., Paul, and County of Ramsey,
Pe 105,

"Reminiscences of Edmund Brisette," Williams (John Fletcher) Papers,

Mss. Division, Minnesota Hjstorical Society.
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Galtior ewen-a =imself-me not enxious to have charge
of these men any longer. "Otherwise I must always be among them," he reasoned,

"studying them end altering them by the grace of Gode But the work is hard,
306

it would be easier to work a miracle and raise the dead than to convert drunkards,"

2e

Soon after writing this letter Galtier 1eft to take @ his new appointment, ) -

o ’ (2 e,
—~— ; y!\

Father Augustin Ravoux now took over Galtier's work. h\’ 4r [/

g}
states his duties simply. "After the departure of Father Galtier from Mendota,
I had under my charge his mission; viz: Mendota, St. Paul, Lake Pepin, Lake St.
3le
C-oix and the surrounding districts." Ravoux at first planned to remain at

this mission only temperexidy, until Loras miight semnother priest from Dubuque,

But Loras, as always, had more demends made upon him than he ecould fill, and
324

Ravoux feound—it-necessery—be sta.;gﬁéh indefinitelye,

i When Galtier departed on the 25th of May, 1844, he felt
—ThA
that bie mission at St, Peters and St. Paul was a "yet barren field" but ke
Ma’l (fm; veadf A 53¢
noked—that=he= "neither without regret nor without friends." /lissdessEion
A & . i

_%'Lucien Galtier was a perfectionist. To call the St. Peaul parish still a

barren field, after four years of devoted service, was unduly pessimistic.

He greatly undervalued his own influence, for we know today thal the rough-héwa

sills of the little chapel Galtier built in 1841 were in a very real sense the

foundations of FRRXRIXXRIMAXRXNMANXLRX a bishopric.

Fe avve
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chapter two

THE .USES QF PIETY

Exploration advences with labored hesitation until one day
the subtle magnet of the land's promise charges end quickens the pur=-
poses of men. Ambition fires blood stirred before by adventure -
infecting with selfishness or infusing with széé ideal. Some man vis-
ions the future or hopes greatly, a treaty is broken or a river crossed,
and the thing is done. A year enlerges with new significance, and mean-
ing informs the careless movement of decades. Events gather momentumw_'

That was 1837 and Fort Snelling. That was 1837 and the yet
undreemed city of St. Pauls. Fort Snelling welcomed a new and ambitious
commandant - a man who saw, even if narrowly, beyond the immediate frontier.
In far-off France, a newly appointed bishop from America pleaded with
tears in his eyes for men who would leave their homelend to bring the
discipline and consolation of religion to the Americen northwest. In
Frence too, & tall lonely priest made a decision and saw a land unknown
opened to his faithe Two of these men, strangers to each other and all
uwittingly, set in motion events which were to found a great city. The
third, the humble priest, was to build a chapel of logs - a chapel which
would stemp the city's character through many generations.

Since Pike's treaty there had been no exact definition of the
military reserve of Fort Snelling, and those who had settled within its
environs had, before 1837, no reason to believe that they could not per-

menently dwell upon the farms which they had made. They had been "wel-

comed and aided by the Officers,” and were allowed to build homes and
1.
cultivate the fertile bottoms near the river,

l« Hansen, Marcus L., Uld Fort Smelling, 1819 - 1858, State Historical

Society OF IUWA, Iowa City, 1918. pp. 189 - 191
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Mejor Joseph Plympton, appointed commandant of Fort Snelling
during the summer of 1837, at once attempted to determine the limit of
the reserve and the number of settlers within this limit. A survey,
mede by Lieutenant E. K. Smith, revealed that there were 82 white in-
habitants at the nearby Baker's Settlement, a cluster of cabins around
the large stone trading house of Benjamin F. Baker, and others to make
up a total of 157 persons in no way connected with the garrison.z‘ For
reasons which cannot be easily determined, Plympton felt it necessary
that these people be removed. A letter which he sent to the adjutant
general in Washington complained that the squatters were responsible for
the scarcity of fire-wood. He received no orders for the removal, which
he so earnestly desired, but in November he was instructed to mark off
the reservation according to his ideas. On March 26, 1838 he despatched
a map to Washington outlining the land which he wished to have considered
as the military reserve.

Without awaiting further instruction, Plympton, on July 26,
1838, issued an order prohibiting the erection of buildings or fences
upon the reservation, and restricted the cutting of timber to members
of the garrison. At that point the matter was agein allowed to rest.

Some of the settlers sought to protect themselves by taking
land beyond the supposed lines of the reserve. Sometime during 1838

Abraheam Perry and his family, formerly of the Selkirk colony, moved e=

cross the river. In August of the previous year the Perrys had been

listed as residents of the west river settlement, while in October 1838

lMrs. Perry complained that Indians had slaughtered three of her cettle
3
near Fountain Cave, which was on the east side of the river.

Pierre Parrant, a French=Canadian voyageur, formerly employed

2o Hansen, Marcus L., Old Fort Snelling, pp. 189-191

3. Neill, Edward D., "Occurrences in and Around Fort Snelling, "Mimmesocta
Historical Collections, Volume 2, St. Paul, Reprint 1889, pp. 48-51
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by the Americen. Fur Company, some time before, hadk'erected a make=-
shift shanty at the mouth of the little stream which issued from
Fountein Caves Returning from the Missouri river country he had
been attracted by the possibility of settling down and trading with-
out the formality of govermment licence and regulation. Ferry and
Parrant both considered themselves safely outside the limits of the
4
military reserve.‘.

Until this time the land between the Fort and the St. Croix
river had been closed due to the Indian claim upon it. This last
barrier to settlement was in process of removal. A treaty with the
Chippewa had been negotiated at Fort Snelling by Governor Hemry Dodge
of Wisconsin on July 29, 1837. Two months later, Taliaferro had led
a group of Sioux chiefteins to Washington where a similar treaty wes
entered into with that tribe. Stripped of detail, the major provision
of both agreements was the opening of the land between the St. Croix
and the Mississippi.s‘ These treaties were ratified by the U. S.

Senate on June 15, 1838, end the news reached the Fort in July, with

the arrival of the steamboat Palmzra.

There was the sclnt of speculation in the wind;which caught

the nostrils of ecertain men who were not interested in such a humble
occupation as farming. The retification of the Indian treaties precip-
itated an excited scramble for claims on treacts of land then considered
strategic. Major Plympton, strangely enough in view of his strict
attitude towards unauthorized settlement, attempted to claim land near
Ste Anthony's Falls; but Franklin Steele, a sharp-witted newcomer with
powerful comnections, invoked the law prohibiting the taking of land by

6o
officers and secured control of the waterpower for himself., Joseph R.

Pioneer and Democrat Weekly, St, Paul, April 28, 1859

Folwell, William W., X History of Mimmesota, Vol. 1, Mimesota
Historical Society, St. Paul, I921. ppe 169-160

Pioneer and Democrat Weekly, St. Paul, April 28, 1859
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Brown, one of the pioneer Indian traders, made a claim near the upper
end of the future city of Stillwater.7. Jesse B, Taylor, a stonemason
at the Fort, went to the place now known as Taylor's Falls. He later
formed a partnership with Benjamin F. Beker, the trader, for the ex-
ploitation of this area.e. These properties were considered to be the
only availaeble sites of any significance. The future location of St,
Paul appears to have been tonsidered valueless.

Parrant lost the property at Fountein Cave through his in-
ebility to pay a ninety dollar note held by Guillaume Beaumette and
moved, in 1838, to a bluff above the river near the present Robert Street.
The cabin which he built at thet place was the first structure of the
future St. FPaul,

First settlers are usually honored but Parrant is remembered
only for the abuse heaped upon hime As a frontier whiskey dealer his

trede brought him into wild disrepute with some members of the community;

in addition to that, his personal appearance was little calculated to

> &

inspire confidence. Une of his eyea4b1uged out in marbly blue-white

blindness; from this he received the unpleasant name of "Pig's Eye."
Colorful villains are rare in Minnesote history and, since his occupation
and appearence lend themselves to the role, writers have colored Parrant
darklye In tales twisted and enlarged in the telling the fat, half-blind,
old trader has become a legendary horror. One writer of the 1870's
garbled accounts to claim that Parrant's face "so much resembled that of

a pig as to suggest the name. He was a low fellow ...."9. Another
reported that Parrant's whiskey wes "a horrible liquid, which, by its
virulent concitation of the mucous membrane inflemed all the passions,"

and that "shrieks of Women and Children, mingled with yells of demons,

and the howling of dogs, added the terrors of hearing to the appalling

7. Neill, Edward D., and Willismg, J. Fletcher, History of Hennepin
County and The City of Minneapolls, North Star Tub, Co. Wimmeapolis,1881

Page 113 S
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10.
sights enacted in Pig's Eye Pandemonium'." The whiskey may have been

bad, but its strength was usually diluted by generous additions of river

1

water; the "appalling sights,” unhappily for writers overdoing the
picturesque, were probably fictitoﬁs. A, L, Larpenteur, one of St.
Paul's earliest settlers, takes issue with the defemers of Parrant.

"I ¥mew him well; he was no worse then eny of the pioneers at that time,
and if his only crime was selling whiskey to the Indians, they all did
it; and the Ameriean Fur Company, under another name, sold ten barrels
where the other poor fellow dold one."ll‘

Other settlers soon followed Parrant to the site of Ste Paul,

The Gervais brothers, Benjamin end Pierre, and three discharged soldiers,

Evens, Hays end Phalen, took up claims. James Re. Clewett, who later

married a deughter of Abraham Perry, erected a cabin. A mysterious
stranger, who called himself Johnson, came up the river and remained
until a rumor that the Fort authorities were considering his arrest on
charges of counterfeiting caused him to disappear.lz. Ben Gerveis pur-
chased Parrant's second claim for ten dollars, and the whiskey seller
moved near the river on the lower landing, & point more acceéjble to his
customers.ls.

The settlers who remeined near the Fort were not undisturbed for
long, In April 1839, John Emerson, post surgeon, reported to VWashington
that the Fort was "completely inundated with ardent spiritse.. I feel
grieved to witness such scenes of drunkeness and dissipation..."l4.

Emerson did not exxXaggerate the condition. Taliaferro notes in his

journal that on a single day, June §, 1839, forty-seven soldiers were

Upham, Warren end Dunlap, Rose Barteau, "Minnesota Biographies, 1855-1912,"
Minnesota History Collections, Vols 14, Ste Paul, 1912. Page 769.

Andrees, A. T. (Gditor), An lllustrated Historical Atlas of the State of
Minnesota, A. T. Andreas, Chicago, 11l., 1874 FPage 225.

Hankins, Col., Dakota Land or the Beauty of St. Paul, Hankins and Son
N, Y. 1868, Tage 33s

Elfelt, Charles D., "Barly Trade and Traders in St. Paul,” Minnesota
Collections, Vol. 9, St. Paul, 1901. Page 164.

Nevi qg T. M., Pen Pictures of St. Paul and Biogra hical Sketches of
e {':16!'8. P‘l or’ & au ’ . age - &
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held in the guardhouse on charges of drunkeness. Some of the Soldiers
remained away from quarters for several days causing "much annoyance
to the commanding officer."ls.

A huddle of trader's shacks, a few miles below the Fort, was the
source of most of the illicit whiskeye Boats coming up stream would
stop end unload their cargoes of liquor before proceeding to the Fort.
The prospect grew more menacing when it was reported that a "citizen
nemed Brown" was "actually building ... within gunshot distence of the
Fort, a very expensive whiskey shop." Un April 14, 1839, the Ariel,
first boat up the river that season, unloaded twenty barrels of whiskey
at Brown's new groggery. On lay 21, the Glaucus delivered six barrels
of whiskey to David Faribault.ls‘ Among other whiskey traders were Henry
C. Menck, Donald lcDonald and Jim Thompson. Pierre Parrant dealt prin-
cipally in liquor, though he also carried a small stock of powder, shot
end other necessities for traders.l7.

With the excuse of a fight against the liquor traffic, Plymton
renewed his efforts to secure permission from the War Department in
Washington for the limitation of the reserve. Apparently his view im=
pressed others; officials at the Fort agreed with him, and Brigadier
General John E. Wood, who inspected the post in June 1839, despatched a
letter to Washington on the 28th of that month concurring with Plympton.ls.
Even this effort resulted in no immediate action.

In the meantime events prepared entry for eanother who was, in

the course of his duty, to aid in the meking of the city. lathias Lores,

pastor of Cathedral Church at Mobile, Alabama, had been appointed first

Bishop of Dubuque in 1837. The new diocese included the present state
of lowe and the untamed stretch of land lying northward between the
Mississippi and liissouri rivers. Upon appointment Loras had journeyed

T

13, Fairchild, Henry 8., "Sketches of the Early History of Real Estate

in St. Paul," Mimmesota History Collections, Vol.10, Part one,St.FPaul,
Page 411
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to France in hope of securing missionaries to aid in his difficult

task. He visited the Grand Seminaire of Puy and, stirred by the great
/

need, delivered an effective plea to the as;gmbied sgminarians. Hig

g

appeel found a ready response. Loras returned to the United States
during the early winter of 1838, accompanied by 1;% group of young
Frenchmen who had chosen to forego comfortable posts in their native
land for the hardships which, they believed, awaited them in the American
Northweste Among them were Joseph Cretin, A. Pelamourgues, Augustin
Ravoux and Luecian Galtier.lg.Ravoux end Galtier completed their studies at
at Emmitsburg College in Marzland and, on Jenuary 5, 1840, were ordained
to the priesthood in Dubuquefo.

To acquaint himself with the wild and sparsely-settled diocese,
Bishop Lores, accompenied by Father Pelamourgues and a young interpreter,
visited Fort Snelling and Ste. Peter's in late June of 1839, The pop=-
ulation in and near the Fort included many Catholics, and since they had
not seen a priest,for many years, mwel—tess-a~bisitP, there were a number

of marriages to be celebrated and! baptisms to be performed. Loras wrote

that the "Catholies of St. Peter's amounted to 185, fifty six of whom we

baptized, administered confirmation to eight, and gave nuptial bené%iction

to four couples." This number must have included refugees from the
Selkirk colony, traders settled around St. Peter's and soldiers of the

garrison, as well as traders from widely scattered areas on their annual

visit to headquarters.

14, Anonymous, Centennial History of Fort Snelling, 1820-1920, The Post

Exchenge, 49th lnfantry, Fort Snelling, linn., 1920, Fage 13.

"Reve Lo Galtier to Rte. Reve Thomas L. Grace, January 14, 1864."
Acta Et Dicta, Vol. 1, No. 2, July 1918, Page 186.

Neill, E. D., History of Hemnepin County, Page 103

Holcombe, R. L., Ilinnesota In Three Centuries, 1655 -1908, Free Press
Printing Co., Mankato, Mimm. 1908. pp. 82-84

Anonymous, Centennial History of Fort Snelling, 1820-1920, Page 13

Ravoux, Augustin, Reminiscences, liemoirs and Lectures of lMsgr. A.
Ravoux, V. G., Brown, Tracy and Compeny, St. Paul, 1850. pp. 86=88.

Irelend, Reve John "Memoir of Lucian Galtier,"Mimmesote History
Collections, Volume 3, St. Paul, 1880, Page™223s

Note, llinnesota History, Vol. VIII, No. 5 1928, Page 39.
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During Loras' stay at St. Peter's another small group of
immigrants arrived from the Selkirk colony. It was said that "their
intention was to look for land and above all for a Catholic Church."

The land near the Fort appealed to them and when Loras promised thet a
priest would be stationed in the area before a year had passed, they de-
cided to remain and build themselves homes?l. As steamboats were not
frequent on the upper river, the Bishop found it necessary to return to

Dubuque in a dugout "made of & single tree." IHis hands were blistered and

sore when the trip was over - but he felt more than rewarded by the lkmow=

of 224
ledgqﬂg£_his achievégskﬁ.

Shortly after Loras's visit a major change took plece in the
life of the Fort. Indien Agent Taliaferro, so long a leader at the post,
resignede The Indians, the Sioux at least, were never again to have, at
this place, s0 sincere a defender and advocates Taliaferro, like many
idealists who gravitated towards the frontier along with the men of action;
saw his plans fail and his dreams crumbles Ordinary hardship meant little
to him, but the frustration of his work was a burden he could not bear.

Tali}erro‘s stern incorruptibility had made him the target of
trader and politican alike. The American Fur Company, perhaps the most
powerful single factor in affairs of the Northwest frontier, considered
him e dangerous man. Ie in turm disliked the Fur Company, and felt that
the Indian Office in Washington was "bending a listening ear to the agents"
of the corporation. In any case he found his relations with the Indians
undermin)ded above and below and his work subtly mullified.

Talidferro's efforts to instruct the Indians in farming had been

brought to an untimely end by the renewal of Sioux-Chippewa hostilities.

22  Hoffmen, M. M., The Church Founders of the Northwest, Bruce Publishing
Company, Milwaukee, Wis. 1937. ppe 117-127.

23. Taliaferro, Lawrence, "Auto-biography of liajor Lawrence Taliaferro,"
Mimne sota History Collections, Vol. 6, St. Paul, 1894. Page 227,
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His despair may be judged from his belief that "the time would come when all
my efforts to do good would pass into oblivion and the nationality of the
noble Sioux be completely destroyed."zs.

Little was required to-determine Taliaferro's decision to resign.
An indident in the autumn of 1839 furnished the final impetus. Un September
9% the grog shop of Henry C. Menck was entered by Indians. On the 23rd of
that month Bad Hail, a Sioux brave, charged that Tal‘iaferro had incited the
Indians and had instructed them to enter Menck's establishment "with a view
to take by force from said house a quentity of Spiritous liquor therein
contained."24. Soon after, Taliaferro fell ill, On October 5, Menck, in
possession of an illegal appointment as a special deputy sheriff of Clayton
County, lowa, broke in the door of Taliaferro's house and placed the Indian
Agent under arrest. Menck threw the sick man to the floor and, nudging a
pistol in his ribs, said that he would be taken to the Clayton County jail
despite his condition. Taliaferro apparently acquiesced, but asked if he
might send a note to the command%gk, informing the officer of his sudden
departure. Menck, for some reason, allowed Taliaferro's message to be
sents The note brought soldiers, who expelled the whiskey trader from the
reservation?S.

Taliaferro soon resigned. "I em diSgusted with the life of an agent
among such bad materials and bad management on the part of Congress - -
The Indian Uffice &ec&c," he wrote. He found some consolation in the fact
that he was leaving "the public service as poor as when I first entered it se.

26,
the only evidence of my integrity."

L4 118 JLdh Hadb I Hb I ":.“J"-_,"!diu Ldh L1db JLA J15 N 118 JLAs L LA Jdh LS 1 [l {Ldh [Ldb fldb fids Jdb JI
%mmnﬁ.’?ﬁwﬁ% R nﬁl‘u-‘ilﬁe il ¥ e ‘Sfﬁv'{.‘"& IRETrPTO TP I Wi P yf""i,},‘ri’ ;% mth’/
In the autum of 1839, the crude little settlement that was to be

Ste Paul became the scene of a mysterious slaying. Three soldiers, Edward

Fhalen, John Hays and William Evans, had decided to settle below Fountain Cave

24. Deposition before H. H. Sibley by AP us AnderSEn andHQ%%xande garib%§lt,
L ®

undated, Sibley, H., H., Pabers, 8¢ Dive, Minn. orical Socise

25. Neill, E. D., "Occurence In and Around Fort Snelling," pp. 54=55.
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upon their discharge from the army. FPhalen, a hulking six-footer of "not
the most enviable character,"” was discharged on June 8, 1838. He agreed
to hold a claim next to his own for Sergeant Hays, who was expecting his

discharge in April 1839. Phalen selected a claim in a lonely spot fronting

on the river, and when Hays left the army he moved in with Phalen until

such time as he could build a cabin of his own. For some time the two men
lived together. Both were Irish and must have found life lonely in a
settlement where French wes almost the only language. Phalen was regarded
with distrust by the other settlers but Hays was well liked. A persistent
rumor was soon afoot that the two men did not live together on a completely
friendly basis.27.

In September llays disappeared and was never again seen alive.
Taliaferro but recorded prevailing opinion when he wrote in his diary, "I
incline to the opinion that his neighbor, Phalen, lmows something, Hays
lived with him and had money...." Un September 27th, Wabsheedah, an Indian,
reported that his sons had located a body in the river near Carver's cave.
Soldiers were led to the spot and there, the head horribly battered, was the
half-submerged body of Hays. Henry H. Sibley, as Justice of Peace, issued a
warrent for the arrest of Phalen, charging him with murder in tﬁe first degree.
The surly prisoner was sent to Crawford County prison in Prairie du Chien,
where he awaited trial?s.

Although opinion at St., Peter's and Fort Snelling was much pre=-
Judiced against Phalen, the authorities at Frairie du Chien did not feel
that there was sufficient evidence of guilt. The case wgs discharged by the
grand jury at the spring assizes.

When Phalen returned he found Vital Guerin in possession of the

Hays claim which he had hoped to add to his owm holdings. He blustered

26s Folwell, W, W., A History of Mimmesota, Volume Une, Fage 142,

27. Williams, J. Fletcher, " A History of the City of St. Paul and of the
County of Ramsey, " Mimmesota History Collections, Vol, 4,
St. Paul, 1876. P p. 65”(2'

28, Williems, J. Fletcher, "A History of the City of St. Paul ete. ", Page 91.
also Neill, "Ocourrence in And Around Fort Snelling.” pp. 140-141.
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against the little Frenchmen and threatened to remove him by foree if
necessary. Guerin rounded up some husky voyageurs who threatened to throw
Fhalen over the bluff into the river if he persisted in his threats. Phalen
calmed down after this unexpected show of strength, and later took another
claim on the creek which now bears his name.

The riddle of St, Paul's first marder remains unsolved. A mass
of conflicting evidence, opinion and personal bias remains. An early
historian of the city held the opinion that "hers is then, no alternative
left, but to record Phalen as the murderer of Hays.ﬁg. On the other hand
a respected early citizen, A, L. Larpenteur, who knew Phalen personally,
stated emphatically, "He never killed Hays; the Indians have told me sinece
that Hays was not killed by Phalen. They spoke to me as though they kmew who
did kill him ... Old Phalen wgs human. He took his toddy, too, but he would
not injure a hair of your head..."so'

The letters and offical reports which had been more or less
regularly aimed at his desk for a peroid of two years finally caused Secretary
of War J. R. Poinsett to order expulsion of all settlers on the reserve.
Instructions for the removal were forwarded on Uctober 1, 1839 to Marshall
Edward James of Wisconsin Territory, who was instruoted to aect with "as much
forbearance, and consideration, and delicacy as may be consistent with the
prompt end faithful performance of the duties hereby assigned to you." James
delegated the authority to his deputy at Yrrairie du Chien, Ira B. Brunson .31.

Plympton was happy at the order which now permitted his wishes to
be carried out. His attitude towards the settlers, which cannot be fully

explained, seemed always unreasonably severe. The liquor sellers had un-

questionably been responsible for weakening the diseipline of the garrison,

and had dﬁébed trouble among the Indians. The situation might easily have

become dangerous, but there is reason to believe that it was not this problem
alone which prompted the unrelenting attitude of the military. Samuel C.

Stambeugh, sutler at the Fort, hinted that a desire for control of certain
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lends may have been a most important motive. It is a fact that only a
small minority of the settlers sold whiskey, and it appears that this
menace might have been summarily dealt with by destroying the grog shops
and expelling those guilty of keeping them. No such attempt was made.

On the other hand Plympton did cause the arrest and confinement of certain
settlers who allowed cattle to stray on the parade grounds.sz.

Marshall Brunson arrived in April 1840, and ordered the settlers
to remove themselves and their possession from the reservation. The decree
met with indifference, possibly because the settlers did not feel that the
matter was serious, or because they were unwilling to leave homes and farms
which had been built with great labore The married women of the garrison
pleaded with Plympton to exempt Abraham Perry and his family from the

expilsion order, since "Aunt Mary Ann,"

wife of Abraham, was the only
expert midwife in the regione. This request was rejected.

On May 6 soldiers were sent out and, under the direction of Brunson
and a lieutenant from the Fort, the little cabins were emptied of goods and

burned before their bewildered and helpless owners. There is some disagree-

ment regarding the details of the expulsion. A memorial presented to Congress

in 1849 stated that "the goldiery fell upon them without warning, treated

them with unjustifiable rudeness, broke and destroyed furniture wantonly,
insulted the women, and, in one or two instances, fired at and killed cattle."
A witness of the scene mekes no mention of personal VOilence.ss'Regardless

of the details the eviction was thoroughe Even Perry and some others who

had moved to the eastern shore in a vain attempt to escape the military
restrictions found themselves made homeless. lost of those evieted moved
down the river a short distance to the small cluster of cabins which marked

34e
the site of the future St. Paul.

29, Williams, J. Fletcher, "History of the City of St. Paul etc.” pp. 92-104
30. Larpenteur, August L., "Recollections of St, Paul, 1843-1898."
Minnesota History Collections, Vol. 9, St, Paul, 1901, Page 391.
3le Anonymous, Centennial IIstory of Fort Smelling, Page 14.
32« Holcombe, R. T. linnesofa In Three Centuries, p pe B52=8&.
33. Hansep,Marcus L., Old Fort Smelling, pp. 194-196, 246.




CEAPTER TWO - PAGE THIRTEEN

Due to the lack of available men Bishop Loras had been obliged
to delay sending a priest to the Fort for almost a year. He was reminded
of his promise on April 20, 1840 by the shrill whistle of the first boat
to arrive in Dubuque bound up-river in that year., Within the hour Father
Lucian Galtier, ordained to the priesthood in Dubuque but three months before,
had packed and sailed to talke up duties near the military posts Six days
later he arrived at the Forte.

"The steamboat landed at the foot of Fort Smelling, then occupied

by some few campanies of regular soldiers ...," the young priest wrote.

"The sight of the fort commanding from en elevated promontory the two rivers,

Mississippi and St. Peter, now Minnesota, highly pleased me; but the few

houses to be seen on the St. Peter side, and two only on the fort side &

no fields but & compleet wilderness, made me, all at once to understand,

that my mission amnd 1life must henceforth be one of privation, hard trial &

suffering, and thus required of me patience, labour and resignation. 1 had

a small field before me, or rather a large one, but almost without SOuls..."Ss.
This was a first melancholy impression and one which was later

considerably modifieds Galtier found hardships and difficulty - but most

of all he was tried by the apparent lack of discipline end purpose among

his parishioners. Galtier, however, seems to have been equal to his under=-

taking, His "remarkable personality” impressed all who came near him and

won him the respect of both Catholic and Protestant. He was said to have

had the "face of a Caesar,”

end was described as "a men of great decision
of Character, with a strong cast of countenance, large mouth and over-

shadowing eyebrows. Iis head sat upon his shoulders like a military

4. Newson, T. M., Pen Pictures of St. Paul, Fage 19
also see Pioneer of St. Paul, Page 19

35« Rev. L. Galtier to Rte Rev. Thomas L. Grace, Acta Et Dicta Vol, 1,
Nos 2, July 1918. Page 185,
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chieftain... e was well chosen to mould and control a heterogenous mass
36
of men whose lives had been spent almost exclusively upon the frontier,"

For a month Galtier lived with Secott Campbell, an interpreter,
until, not feeling"sufficiently free to discharge...pastoral duties,”
he secured a separate room which was in turn a kitchen, parlor and chapel.
He tuilt a littlejatlgr of rough boards which was closed when not in use by
a white canopy and drapery.37- Under these trying conditions he contimed
for over a year, ministering to his flocke Although Galtier, chivalrously
enough, depicts lirs. Campbell es a "good Christian wife," it is probable
that she provided one of the reasons for leaving the households An entry in
Taliaferro's journal notes that Campbell "drinks at times more than he
ought «s.dirs. Campbell ... Zﬁhs a temper which;Z is violent when roused."

It is recorded that on at least one occasion she gave her husband"e blow
which felled him.” This atmosphere could hardly have beeniconducive to
priestly meditation.ss.

Galtier attempted +to serve all of his far=flung congregation as
ably as time and limited travel facilities would ppmite In August 1840 he
visited e number of families who had recently settled near St. Croix Lake.,
Upon his return he became desparately ill with "bilious fever and the ague.”
He relates thet he "could not have recovered, if it had not been for the
skill of Doctor Turner, and the continued and kind ettention of his good
lady... If my body was truly prostrated by sickness, my spirit was still more

depresseds I was panting after a priest, but none was arocund me, the nearest

being 300 miles distant} In that trying distress, God, in his infinite

36s  lcllulty, Ambrose,"The Chapel of St. Paul and the Beginning of the

Catholic Church in Minnesota,” Ninnesots History Collectionse
Vols 10, Yart 1, St. Paul, 1905, Page 235,
also see, Newson, T. M., Pen Pictures of St. Paul, Fage 25,

Reve L. Galtier, to Rt. Reve Thomas L. Grace, Acta ET Dicte, Vol. 1
No. 2, July 1918, Page 185.

Teliaferro, Journal, July 29, 1839, Taliaferro (lawrence ) Papers,
Mss. Division, Mimm, Historieal Societye
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mercy, send £§10_7'me & visitor, ome like that of an angel, the Rt.

Rd. Bishop Deforbin Janson of Nancy F. Zthch7 heard of my sickness, as
soon as he alighted from the boat <.« he came, heard my confession, gave
me words of consolation and camfort, and soon after departed leaving me

394
with his blessingses."

During his illness Galtier devoted his thoughts to the location

of & much needed permanent chapel. Eventually, with considerable foresight,
he chose the little, nameless down-river community which had been formed
by what he termed the "painful circumstance” of the expulsion. It was easy
to reach fram St. Peter's and was the nearest point, outside the reserv-

4
ation, to the head of transportation on the Kississippi.ﬁo.

Benjemin Gerveis and Vital Gue;fin, both devout men, donated
sufficient land for & church, & gerden and a small graveyardfl. Isaac
LaBissonniere also offered & plot of ground but, since it wes ss inconven-

y 4
ientLlocatiéﬁ, his donation was refused with,thanks:z.

Construction of the chapel begen in October 1841, The site
selected was thinly covered with red and white oak and was backed by
temarack swampe. Logs were cut on the spote The teamarack furnished rafters
and roof pieces. Bark-covered slabs, donated by a Stillwater lumberman,
brought by steamboat end dravm up fram the river by ropes, were used for
roofing, flooring and benchess

The work, done by volunteer labor, was completed within a few

days, and the estimated total cost was less than sixty-five dollars. The

39 L. Galtier to Rts Reve Thomas L. Grace, Acta Et Dicta, July 1918, p.l86.
40,  Hoffman, M. M., Church Founders of the Northwest, Page 158.
4lse lreland, Reve John, "Memoir of Lucian Galtier,' Ph%e 227
42 Geukthier, George W., "Reminiscences of Parly Days,” Gauthier (George
We) Papers, Mss. Division, linnesota Historical Society.
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finishing was rough due to lack of tools; logs were poorly cut, having been
hevn with no more precise instrument than a broad axe, and the whole
structure was fitted together with wooden pins. The completed chapel was
approximately twenty-five féet long and eighteen feet wide. There was &
single window on each side and ean entrange facing the river. A simple
wooden cross was raised over the whole.4u.

On November. l, 1841 a congregation of about d dozen, most of
whom had helped in the construction, gathered to witness the consecration
of the rude, new "basilica," which reminded Galtier of the "stables of
Bethleg?,. as well adapted to the uses of piety as any church in the
wvrld."4. In serving the uses of piety the tiny chapel beceme the rock
upon whieh gathered the beginnings of a city.

St. Peter's had not yet been renamed Mendote and, since the "name
of Paul is generally comnected with that of Peter," Galtier dedicated the
new chapel to the Apostle Paul. The log building was almost the only land-
mark of the community, and people in the river traffic began to call the

place St. Paul's Landing. It soon became known simply as St, Paul's,

Father Augustin Ravoux, who had accompanied Galtier from France,

visited St. Peter's in 1841 and remeined a few days with his friend, e

~

visited some small settlements in the region and spent some time among the

Indiens at Chaska, a small trading station. le came to St. Peter's again

& year later, and this time remained in charge of the mission while Galtier
45,

visited Catholics at leke Pepin and on the Chippewa rivers. Ravoux's

services to his church were nearly brought to tragic conclusion when, one

evening, he was awakened from a sound sleep by an alarming crash. The main

43, McNulty,Ambrose, "The Chapel of St. Paul and the Begimmings of the
Catholic Church in Mimmesota." Page 235.

44, Ireland, Rev. John, "Memoir of Lucian Galtier," Page 227.

45, Sibley, H. H., "Reminiscences of Early Days in Minnesota," Minnesota
History Collections, Voles 2, St. Paul, 1880, Page 242,
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beam of Galtier's little house had cracked. Although the building
collapsed Ravoux maneged to escape without serious injury. Upon Galtier's
return he departed for Chaske, where he planned to establish & permanent
mission among the Indians.

Galtier now found it necessary to move from the fort side, where

he had teken up residence, to St. Peter's. J. B. Faribault offered him a

smell house which he arranged to use temporarily as living quarters end a

makeshift chapels Using this as a headquarters he visited St. Paul regularly
and made more frequent trips to the settlements along the St. Croix river.
e soon found it inappropriate that the smeller, end at that time less
importent, community of St. Paul should have & chapel while St. Peter's had
none. Lumber was secured in Chippewa Falls.and, on the second of Uctober,
1842, work begen on the first church to be built in St. Peter;s. On the
29th of the seme month the bell of the new chapel was blessed:s.

It is apparent from Galtier's description of a Christmas
¢
,ﬁélebration in 1843 that he felt his work was bearing fruit. " As usual 1
celebrated midnight massess before the lioly Sacrifice began, all seats were
teken, and it was with difficulty that one could make his way through the
midst of the crowd. Officers, soldiers, Protestant gentlemen of the
vicinity, and a great number of Catholie Cenaedians from St. Croix, lLeke
Pepin, Ste. Paul and the Falls of St. Anthony were present at the ceremony.
Some musicians had come from the Falls of the St. Croix, about sixty miles
from St. Peter's, to add to the festive spirit of the celebration. The

senctuary was lighted with a great number of candles, which gave a charmingly

radient light; it was heightened by the draperies... and a garland of greens,

46. loffman, M. M., Church Founders of the Northwest, pp. 156-159.,
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in the form of a triumphal arch, which extended from the entrace of the
sanctuary to the communion tables In the center hung a chandelier
surmounted by twelve tapers representing the twelve apostles. On one side
in the front row were the musicians with their instruments; on the other
the children who were making their first communion, each holding a lighted

candle and wearing a white veil. Everyone paid good attention and derived

much benefit. The singing began et half past eleven and did not stop eee

r

the number of cﬁmmunicants was very satisfactory. I had three who came
thirty miles in order to have the blessing of approaching the holy banquet.
The feast was beautiful and made us forget the many difficulties, setbacks,
and sorrows experienced everywhere."47.

A goodly number of settlers had, by this time, taken up residence
on the site of St. Paul. Michel Le Claire was emong the fifst. llousseau
settled on the point of the bluff. Among others whom Edmund Brisette
recalls in early St. Paul are Antoine Le Count and his wife, Francis Battiset
(who has the doubtful distinction of being the first in St. Paul to be
arrested for rape), Joseph and Isanc laBissoniere, Charetto, Cornoyer,
Gammel and Bazille. There were usually fewer women than men on the frontier
and because of this it i€ probable that the Perry family of six daughters
was made welcome in St. Paul by the eligible bachelors. Fanny married
Mousseau, Rose married Jemes R. Clewett, Adele married Guérin, Josephine
merried Cornoyer end Amme Jane, at the age of fifteen, was wed to Bazille,

The French-Canadians, who made up the larger share of St. Paul's
early population, burdened by over-much hardshipy in the past,now tried

to recreate the life which they remembered from their native land. When

47. "Some Early Galtier Letters, " liinnesota History, Vol. 19, No. 2
June 1938. Page 191,
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Vital Guérin married Adele Perry, & party of friends accompanied them
to St Peter's for the ceremony and on their return Benjemin Gervais
opened his cottage to the whole settlement. There was dancing, music
end, one suspects, & plentitude of refreshments. Denny Cherrier
"fiddled that night until he was exhausted."és. The flavor of.the settlers
lives is almost completely summed up in a few sentences written by
Edmund Brisette. "In the year 1843 Indian Summer lasted until Christmas - -
I dug potatoes until near Jan. 1. Wolves and foxes plenty. Dances
frequent. Pork {8 a barrel.%g.

Galtier was never in full sympathy with the settlers' attempts

to relieve the drabness.of their lives. During his last months at

Ste Peter's he was in despair - believing that his work promised no

permanent result. Ie wrote to Bishop Loras on January 6, 1844, thets..

"A large mumber of soldiers have become members of the temperance society;
but to offset that good, since a few days before Christmas, there have been
saturnalian orgies, or drinking bouts, almost continously, particularly

on the St. Paul side. Tomorrow !l expect to threaten them with God's

anger, if they do not return to their duty. A4 priest is absolutely
necessary at that place. lionseigneur can assure himself of that by

the details already given..s I em anxious to no longer have charge of
these men.., Utherwise I must always be among them, studying them and alter-
ing them by the grace of Gode But the work is hard - = it would be easier
to work a miracle and raise the dead then to convert drunkerds., But one

50,
cannot always choose, and one must endure opposition.” Soon after

40  Williem J, Fletcher, "History of the City of 'Sty Paul, etc", Bage 105

49. "Reminiscences of Edmund Brisette,"” Williams (John Fletcher) Papers,
Mss. Division, Mimmesota Historical Societys

50e Reve Lucian Caltier to Bishop Mathias Loras, Jan. 6, 1844, Galtier
Reve Lucian Papers, Mss. Division, Mimmesota Historical Society.
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writing this letter Galtier traveled to take up his new appointment.
Father Augustin Ravoux now returned. He states his duties
very simply. "After the departure of Father Galtier from Mendota
ZS%. Eter‘s_?ﬂ 1 had under my charge his mission; vizs Mendota, St. Paul,
Lake Pepin, Lake St. Croix and the surrounding districts.ﬁl. Ravoux at
first plamed to remain at this mission temporarily, only until Loras might
send another priest from Dubuque. Loras, as always, had more demands made
upon him th&nqhe could fill, and Ravoux found it necessary to remain on
indefinitely.bz.
VWhen Galtier departed on the 25th of May, 1844, he felt that
his mission at St. Peter's and St. Paul was a "yet barren field" but he
noted that he left it "neither without regret nor without friends."BS.
His devotion and sacrifice had opened the "barren field" to the seeds

of civilization. If that result was not immediately apparent, it be-

came so during his lifetime,.

S )
ST

El. Reve A. Ravoux, V. G. to H. H. Sibley, Dec. 16, 1866, Sibley (H. H.)

Pepers, lMss. Division, Minnesota Historicel Society.
52. Williams, J. Fletcher, "History of the City of St. Paul ete.,”" Page 115
53+  Lucien Galtier to Bt. Rev. Thomas Grace, Acte Et Dicta, Vol. 1, Ko 2,
; July 1918, Page 159,
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chapter three
"FATHER LOVED A NEW COUNTRY"

beginnings of sccial organization

It was nothing exciting; this slow gathering of settlers
on the bluffs above the Mississippi, the gradual making of a road from
the river by ox hooves and sledge, the imperceptible increase in num-

ber of boats bound uy'an&~atop§1ng~novo~o!ten; There were few grave

or momentous events -~ nofhing but the children noisy in the first

school, nothfhg but a few men celebrating the opening of Henry Jackson's
tavern by drinking whiskey from the three spigots in the kitchen, notgzng
but the sound of axes shaping out the logs. They came and settled down,
they measured and marked the land, claimed it and named it. They said
they had a town and they thought it might go-.

In 1840 the irregular steamboats simply passed the little
huddle of shacks on the way to Fort Snellinqiwith military supplies.
Idly the inhabitents would watch the brightly painted vessels as they
passed around the bend and out of sight. Once in a while a boat stop-
ped, unloaded a few barrels and went on, but not often. Usually the
full-throated whistles only sounded a greeting to the watchers on the
oak=-covered plateau and fringe of hills rising away from the river.

On the evening of June 9, 1842 a steamboat pulled up at the
foot of what is now Jackson Street and a ghostly plume of smoke rose from

the opened whistle. Henry Jackson and his wife Angeline alighted on the
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darkening shore. Above them, on the rise of hills, lights fllckered
in a few windows. In one of these lighted cabins, the always hospitable
Perry home, the couple found shelter for the night.

In the next few days Jackson rented a cabin near the water=-
front, where he remained until his own cabin was duilt on a two-acre

plot purchased from Ben Gervais. Here he put in a stock of goods and

opened a combination store and tavern which was soon much favored by
‘ 1.
voyageurs and fur traders. Jackson had failed as a merchant in Galena,

Illinois, but this new venture, in partnership with an Indian trader,
William Hartshorn, who remained down river until the next year, seemed
to have more promise of succosf.-

There were only two other settlers of record during that
year. It cannot be sald that they arrived, rather they drifted in from
the Fort. The first was Sergeant Richard W. Mortimer, who purchased
elghty acres from Joseph Rondeau and built a fine house for his wife,
finishing the structure just in time to die in it of delirium tremens in
January 1843. Staniglaug Belangki, the second, purchased a claim and
cabin between Phalen's Creek and Trout Brook. Belanski's only claim
upon history is that his fourth wife, Anne, poisoned him on March 12,
1665. :

In 1843 nearly twenty settlers came, among them Alexander

Mege, James W. Simpson, William Hartshorn, A. L. Larpenteur and Scott
5. ,

Campbell. John R. Irvine, his wife Nancy and their children, came up

the river from Prairie du Chien on the steamer Otter, arriving in St.

Moss, Henry L., "Biographic Notes of 0ld Settlers.“/w._gg._‘g}.s_ggg;
Collections, WVol. 9, 8t. Paul, 1901, Page ldd. Zi-. /47 4/,

Andreas, A.T., Illustrated Historical Atlas of the’ State of Minnesota,
published by #@ author, Chicago, 1874, -Page 264w 4, 7 L 47,
Neill, E.D., History of Ramsey Cgunty, North Star Publishing Company,
Minneapolis, 1881)"1’33944» /o / ’y
Dally Pioneer and Democrat, March 24, 1860
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5.
Paul on August 3, 1843.. Irvine's daughter Mary afterwards described
the settlement which they found. "There was only one street in St.
Paul, if street it could be called... now known as Third Street. There
were but few bulldings on the street.. In one of them lived a man by
the name of Scott Campbell - who was a fﬁnchmn from Paris, in spite
of his Scotch name - He spoke excellent French and was extremely gentle-
manly in appearance. He had an Ipndian wife and a family of half-breed
children?'.' )

James Simpson opened a store, as did Irvlne) in partnership

with Alexander Mege. Supplies for the stores, which now numbered three,
were brought up from the river landing on a rough, ste@ road.- A
forked tree with a board across the end served as a sledge, which was
drawn by Vital Guerin's team of oxen. A barrel of either whiskey or
flour, the two leading commodities, was the load limit for this convey-
anc:. Whiskey was considered a staple by all storekeepers of the per-

8.
iod.

The Jackson store was so exceedingly short of supplies by

the first part of September that it could not fill the needs of the

Indians who came to trade. By the middle of the month several hundred
Indians had gathered to wait for the shipment which was sald to be com-
ing up the river. Auguste Larpenteur, acting as a clerk for Mr.
Hartshorn, arrived on the Otter on September 15, 1843 and was greeted
by a whoop of welcome from the assembled Sioux and Chippewa. With him

on the steamer were a large shipment of merchandise and a number of

-

Neill, History of Ramsey County, -Page 1856« f{ /ED.
"Reminigcene of Mrs. Mary Irvine Fuller," Fuller (Abby Abbe, and
Family) Papers, Mss. Division, Minn. Historical Sgeciety.
Larpenteur, Auguste L., “"Recollections of the Gi,ty and People of St.
Paul, 1843-1848," Minn. History Collections, )?bl 9,5t.Paul, 1901,
~Page—378:- %k = 75
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8. )
horges. Days of brisk business followed. The trade with the Indians was,

no doubt, more important to the early merchants than was the yet limited
local trade?.

7 One of the 1843 settlers has left a detailed description
of the village and its life, "When Mother saw ... St. Paul ... she did
not like it at all. She thought it was much more lonesome than the
pineries. She begged to go back, but father loved a new country. On
landing, we eclimbed a steep path. We found only six houses there. One
was Jackson's. He kept a store in part of it. In the kitchen he had 3
barrels of liquor with spigots in them- The Jackson's were very kind and
allowed us to live in thelr warehouse which was about half way down the
bluff. We only slept there nights for we were afraid to cook in a place
with powder stored in itee.. 80 we coq%ﬁ_:od outside... Our house was made
of logs hewed flat with a broadaxe. My father was a wonder at hewinge..
Some men marked where they were to hew but father had such a good eye
that he could hew straight without a mark. The cracks were filled with
blue clay. For windows, we had 'chinking! of wood. Our bark roof was
made by laying one piece of bark over another, kind of like shingles.
Our floor was of puncheons. [Heavy wooden slabs/, This was much better
than the bark floors, which many people had ... We had splint bottom
chalrs made out of hickory and brooms made by splitting it fine... Bears
and wolves were very plentiful. We had a summer outdoor kitchen where
we kept a barrel of pork. One night a bear got in there and made such
an awful noise that we thought the Indians were on a rampage. We often

saw timber woelves about the house... In the spring when the wheat was

8. Hartsough, Mildred, The Twin Cities as a Metropolitan Market,University
of Minn. Press, Minneapolis, 1925, pp. 28-29
9. Andreas, A. T., Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minmesota,

4\--Page~359. /:, % .;,-’ £ }}?'
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sprouting, the wild ducks and geese would light in the field and pull
it all up. They would geize the little sprouts and jerk the seed up.
They came by battalions. I have seen the fields covered with them.
They made a terrible noise when rising in the air. I have seen the
sun darkened by countless myriads of pigeons coming in the spring. We
had one wild pair of unbroken steers and a yoke of old staid oxan//’lmrhe“ -
only way father could drive the steers was to tie ropes on their horns
and then jump in the wagon and let them ru.io"'

During the winter of 1843, Henry Jackson received an ap-
pointment from Governor Dodge of Wisconsin as Justice of the Peace,
thus becoming the first officer of the law within the village. TUntil
that time Henry H. Sibley of the American Fur Company had had jurisdie-
tion over land west of the Mississippis while Joseph R. Brown, ;\ trader
on Grey Cloud Island, twelve miles below St. Paul, had exercised
authority east of the rive::l'%' Although Brown had legal jurisdiction
over St. Paul, actually he had shared the responsibility with Sibley
until Jackson's appointment. Jackson was notified of his appointment,
but the actual authorization was delayed. In the meantime a young coupls
appeared before the Justice o}f:i’o&ce to be married. The probdlem was
solved in a way typical of the man and the settlement. Jackson perform-
ed the ceremony, telling the newlyweds to "go their way and be happy"
and to come back for the legal ceremony when he received his pape:f:

Another wedding was performed during that winter. A Mr.

Furnell, who had come from the pineries of Wisconsin, was marrled to a

10. Morris, Lucy L. W., 0ld Rail Fence Gornem.%x 16 - 21.

11. Muller, Alix J., History of the Police and Fire Departments Of The
Twin Cities, American Land & Title Association, St. Paul and
Hinnea%olia. 1889, pp 19-24,

12. Moss, Henry L., "Biographic Notes of 014 Settlers.“—ra'g'e‘lﬁ-\%)‘. /L/’/ 4
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girl named Caroline on Jamary 1, 1844. The day was exceptionally cold.
None of the wedding guests arrived except Jackson who managed to make the
short journey on horseback. The wedding dinner was, by necessity, re-
stricted to Minnesota products - fish, cranberry sauce, bread and butter.
Jackgon's task of enforcing the law was relatively simple.
The settlers, for all their roughness and occasional drinking sprees,
were a peaceable lot. The Indians usually confined themselves to at-
tacks upon one another. Attacks on whites were usually unplanned, drunken

outbursts and in no case had serious effect. At one time an intoxicated

squaw, having been refused food, broke a window of Vital Guerin's cabin.

Her screams when Guerin removed her from the property brought some war-
riors to her aid. Two arrows fpllowod Guerin's retreat into the house.
While his wife and;h-i.rﬂ-lfd;enzscrajnbled under the bed, he seized an axe
with which to defend hlﬁself- Portunately a sober Indian called his fel- °
lows off and enabled the Guerin family to escape. The Indians returned
later and shot a few arrows at the cows. The incident was closed.

The only major outbreak among the Indians nearby was a
Chippewa attack on the Sioux village of Kaposia, below St. Paul, in 1842.
At least twenty—-eight lives were lost in this encounter, and the sound
of firearms was plainly heard in the St. Paul settlement. It was rumor-
ed that the Sioux chief, Little Crow, was angry with the whites because
of their failure to warn him of the impending attack, and as a result
fifteen families took refuge on one of the islands in the Mississippi
and spent a night "in great ala:i:" But there was no serious trouble

afterwards. One man was fired on for refusing to ferry a party of Indians

across the river.‘ For the most part the Indians got along well with the

13. Neill, E. D., History of Ramsey County, pp. 183-184.
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white settlers. The occasional "hostile" was kept in check by the
soldiers from the Fort, important looking in dark bdlue uniforms with
"lots of brass buttona,:7zere usually in or near the settlement. Wan-
dering Indians, the ones who caused trouble, feared soldiers and would
run from thzg:

Although the obligations of his office were light, Jackson
does not seem to have convinced everyone of his ability as a guardien
of the law. iilliam R. Brown, on November 11, 1845, recorded in his
Journal the following comment: "Today the people begin to talk openly
of resisting the administration of Justice by Henry Jackson of St. Paul;
he seems to pay no regard whatever to the Sanctity of Oaths or the obli-
gation of hig Office. 8o much so that the people talk of declareing
[#ic]/ that we in St. Croix have worse than no law." As an example of
Jackson's delinquencies, Brown cited, on November 29, a case which sug-
gests that he may have had reason for personel feeling against Jackson.
"Haskell and myself called up to St. Paul; to Council Jacob Faulstrom
[Falstrom/ in suit of Forcible Entry & Detainer brot against him by
Edward Worth. This case was tryed by a jury of 12 men as the lLaw di-
rects, & I believe had Justice Jackson not so mystified the aubject &
showed the grossest partiality by misconctruing the Law & over ruling
every motion made by the defendant we should have got a werdict in favor
of Falstrom. In this case the Jury gave a verdict for Iorth..f?;

The steamboats coming upriver increased in number each year

and by 1844 there were enough so that Philander Prescott at Fort Smelling

began to record thelr comings and goings. Most of these boats did not

14, Morris, 0ld Rall Fence Corners, Page-108. %f /?‘
15. Journal 1845-1846, Brown (William R.) Papers, Mss. Division,
Minnesota Historical Society, Paged not numbered.
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stop at the settlement below the Fort.

"1844 - 41 arrivals. Otter, Harris, first boat, April 6th.
Geese and ducks flying March 6th. Mississippl opened March 20th; closed
November 23rd.

%1845 - 48 arrivals. Otter, Harris, first boat, April 6th...
Migsiegeippl closed 26th November. Coldest day Feb. 19th, 18 degrees be-
low zero%g.

Charles Bazille and Captain louis Robert were the most im-
portant of the five or six additions to the population in 1844. Bazille,
a carpenter, erected the first frame dwelling. He also built a small
grist and lﬁmber mill, which failed because the "logs did not come down
and the wheat did not come t;:'

In 1845 Charles Rouleau, a cooper, and Joseph Monteur, a
blacksmith, came to St. Paul. L. H. La Roche erected a log tavern which
was later known as the St. Paul Hig;e.

By general consent Jackson acted as postmaster of the vil-
lage. Since Jackson's store was the center of social life, steamboat

captains found it a logical place to drop the mall. Upon demand for a

more regular and satisfactory service, in the form of a petition from

the settlers, the U. S. Post Office Department on April 7, 1846)raised

St. Paul to the dignity of a postoffice town. William R. Brown reports
19.

that "H. Jackson Egq-" was sworn in by him on May 20, 1846. Jackson

outfitted his store with a crude box with initialed pigeon-holes to mark

the official status of his new office. St. Paul's Post Office was the

Minnesota Pioneer (St. Paul) December 19, 1850; also see

Chronicle & Register (St. Paul) Jamuary 26, 1850

Newson, T.M., Pen,Pictures of St. Paul and Biographical Sketches of
014 Settlers,Mub. by biae author, St. Paul, 1886. pp. 43-45.

Ivid., pp. 47-48,

Journal 1845-1846, Brown (William R. ) Papers.
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fourth in the entire Territory of Wisconsin, which at that time included
St. Panl, and receipts for the first year reached the magnificent total
of $14.$g: Jackson's place of business was described at this time as
"a log dbuilding, one story high with store and postoffice in the east
end, a dining room in the west end, with small, low sleeping rooms in
the rear." The building was of tamarack poles and roofed with birch-
bark. On the outside of one wall was a chimney "a la Virginia." The
whole occupied a "romantic elevation, on top of a precipitous dluff and

21.
commanded a magnificent view of the Mississippi River and valley."

In 1846 the first boat to come up the river was the Lynx,
under Captain Atkinson. The Lynx arrived on March 31, the earliest
ascent on record to that time. This early arrival seemed to presage a
good year but low water cut the total arrivals for the year to twenty-
four - a fifty percent decrease from the previous yezf: St. Paul's
settlers were not unduly depressed, however; for the first time, incom-
ing boats made St. Paul their most important stopping place on the upper
river. This was the first acknowledgement of St. Paul's overwhelmingly
favorable position for river transportatifi: The boats brought about
eleven additions to the population during the year, among them James
McBoal, Thomas S. Odell, William H. Randall and Joel Cruttendi‘:x:

The Reverend Thomas Smith Williamson, "a man of intense

simple piety," was assigned to missionary work among the Indians

Moss, Henry L., "Biographic Notes of Old Settlers,"

Obituary Record of Mrs. Henry Jackson, St. Croix Valley 0ld Settlers
Assoclation, Mss. Divigsion, Minnesota Historical Society.

Chronicle and Register, (St. Paul), January 26, 1850.%

Hartsough, Mildred L., Twin Cities as a Metropolitan Market, pp.22-23

Neill, E.D., History of Ramsey Cgunty, Rage-186.

L]
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of Kaposia in 1846. He had arrived at Fort Snelling in 1835 and since
that time had been in charge of a mission at Lac qui Parlié. On occas=-
jonel Sundays Williamson was called upon to preach a sermon for the bene-
fit of the Protestants of St. Paul. These services were held at Henry
Jackson's establighment, where Reverend Hurlburt, an itinerant Methodist
missionary, had conducted the first Protestant religious service in the
village two years befoii?.

Williamgon was shocked at the lack of educational facili-
ties in St. Paul and made inquiries as to the prospectAof organizing
a scho;?ﬁ‘ He then addressed a letter to ex-Governor William Slade of
Vermont, corresponding secretary and general agent for the National
Popular Education Society. "This village has five stores, as they call
them, at all of which intixocating drinks constitute a part, and I sup~
pose a principal part of what they sell... I have been grieved to see

80 many children growing up entirely ignorant of God, and unable to

read His Word, with no one to teach them. Unless your Society can send
a]

them a teacher, there seems to be little prospect of their having one

for several years... I suppose a good female teacher can do more to
promote the cause of education and true religion, than a man... I sup-
pose she might have twelve or fifteen scholars to begin with, and, if she
should have good talent for winning the affections of children, (and one
who has not should not come,) after a few months, she would have as many
as she could attend to. One woman told me she had four children she wish=-
ed to send to school, and that she would give boarding and a room in her

house to a good female teacher, for the tuition of her children. A

25. TFolwell, W.¥., A History of Minmesota, ¥ol. 1, pp.189,192,199-202.
25a. Williams, J. Fletcher, "History of St. Paul".'ﬁfga 148.
 26. Pioneer & Democrat (St. Paul,) May 1, 1856. /=°
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teacher for this place should love the Saviour, and for His sake be willing
to forego, not only many of the privileges and elegances of New England
towns, but some of the neatness also. She should be entirely free from
prejudice on account of color, for among her scholars she might find not
only English, French and Swiss, but Sioux and Chippewa... A teacher com-
ing should bring books with her sufficient to begin a school, as thera is
no bookstore within three hundred nileiT

Through the influence of a sister of Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Miss Harriet E. Bishop of Albany, N. Y. w;s gsecured for the post. Miss
Bishop was described as "an ardent member of the Baptist Churche... with
congiderable missionary apirizta?'.‘ On July 16, 1847 she arrived at
Kaposgla, a few miles below St. Paul, on the steamer .-A_Eggfg. After remaln-
ing at the Sioux village for two days, consulting Dr. Williamson, she
proceeded to St. Paul in a cance. "A cheerless prospect! summed up Miss
Bishop's first impression of her new home. "Scattered here and there,
were some half dozen decayed and decaying log hovels, chinked with msld.
and in every way of the meanest appearance, evincing the lack of tgsﬁ!:s‘
and ambition of the occupants. They were low French and half-breeds, and
repudiated the forms and conventionalities of the world, of which they
knew comparatively nothing." Thig is an unfair and inaccurate descrip-

tion of the settlement, but it 1s possible that it seemed all too true

to this New Angland woman, fresh from the sheltered life of a young
30.
ladies' Finishing school. The fact that she was a strong advocate of

temperance and held an unfortunate bias against Gatholies served to in-

crease her apprehensions as tc the moral tone of her surroundings.

27. Williams, J. Fletcher, "A History of the City of St.Paul and The County
of Ramsey, Minn. History Collections, yal IV, St. Paul 1876 ,y0bp.162-163,

Ibid m Al . // ’?.
29. Iloss. Henry L., iographic Notes of 0ld Settlers) énge 157.

Bighop, Harriet E., Floral Home or First Years of Minnesota, 8. C.-
Griggs & Co., Chicago, 1857, ?fﬁ 47.
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Mrs. J. R. Irvine took the new teacher into her home, which
was the only dwelling "of respectable size, composed of three rooms and
an att?i: Miss Bishop immediately arranged to hold Sunday achool
clagses in the vacant log cabin which had been previously occupied by
Scott Campbell. The Tesponse to the school was not immediate; the first
weekly session on July 25 wﬁs attended by only seven scholars, of which ’
four were mixed=bloods. However, three weeks later, the number of pupils
in weekly attendance had rigsen to twenty-flve.

Vhatever may have been Miss Bishop's temperamental shortcom-
ings, it must be sald that only her perseverance and willingness to endure
difficulty continued the school in operation. Not the least of her
troubles was the school building itself, "a little log hovel, covered
with bark, and chinked with mud... On three sides of the interior... pegs
were driven into the logs, upon which boards were laid for seats... A
rickety cross=legged table in the center, and a hen's nest in one cormer
....fg. As soon as the autumn chill came into the alr the teacher walked
nearly a mile to make a fire before the scholars arrived. During the
winter it became an impossible task to keep the place warm. The energetic
and irrepressible Miss Bjshop accordingly decided that a new schoolhouse

for that purpose
was needed, and she organized/a ladies sewing society, The St. Paul
Circle of Industrye The group of eight, including Mrs. Jacob Bass, a
newcomer, Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. Irvine, raised money through needlework
to make the first payment on lumber for the buildfgé. The new school,
designed to be used for all public purposes, was completed in August
1848. By 1849 two other Protestant denominations, the Presbyterians

and Methodists, had set up Sgnday schools, and another teacher, also

31. Pioneer Democrat Weeklz, St. Paul, _App 1 28 1859.
* 32. Bishop, Harriet E.; Floral Home,- y
33. St. Paul Daily News, September 21, 1919
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under the sponsorship of the National Popular Education Society, arrived
to assist Miss Bishgg: who by that time had some seventy-five pupils.

The year 1847 brought substantial and needed citizens to
the community. Simon P. Folsom arrived in July and bought the small
building owned by Laﬁgiio. Jacob I.lBasa, who arrived a month later,
leased the building for ten dollars and made some 1mprovements before
opening it as the St. Paul House. Dr. John J. Dewey took up residence
in the village in July. Until that time the settlement had been entire-
ly dependent upon Fort Snelling for medical services. Dewey opened a
drug store in the bullding used by Charles Cavalier as a harness shop.
Shortly afterwards the two entered partnership as the firm of Dewey and
Cavalier, druggists. This was the first drugstore, not only in the
tomn but in the future Territory of Minnesota.

Some important changes were made. Jackson and Hartshorn
dissolved their partnership and Hartshorn went into bdbusiness for himself
until he relinquished his stock of merchandise in the spring of 1848
to a new firm, Freeman, Larpenteur and Compagg: St. Paul's increasing
strategic importance was recognised by the American Fur Company when 1t
located a store there under the name of the St. Paul Outfit. William H.
Forbes, formerly Sibley's clerk at Mendota, was placed in char:::

The first boat up the river in 1848, the always welcome sign
that the isolating winter was over, arrived on April 7. By the close of
the season 63 boats had docked at St. Paul, the highest mark recorded to

38.
that time. The organization of the Galena and Minnesota Packet Company

\ 34. Baker, D.A.J., "Early Schools of uinnesota.“ Minnesota History Collec~
tions, St. Paul, 1872, ~“Page-82.
N 356. Note, e, Minnesota History Bulletin, Vﬁé. No. 6 May 1918, Wy 3/3
"\ 36. Elfelt, Charles D., "Early Trade and Traders in St. Paul," Minnedota
Higtory Collectlonn.,?ﬁl 9, St. Paul, 1901, P 165.
37. Moss, "Biographic Notes of 014 Settlers." Pp. 146-149.

38. Minnesota Pioneer, (St. Paul), December 19, 1850.
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the year before, with H. H. Sibley as one of its prime movers, had
brought the first semblance of system and regularity into the river
trade above Dubuztgl;. The entire equipment of this company at first
consisted of the steamer Argo, designed to run once a week between
St. Paul and Galena. The Argo sank near Wabasha in the autumn of
1847 but was soon replaced. As trade and immigration grew more brisk,
more sidewheelers were drawn to the upper river. Rivalry increased
and presently a competing line, the Dubuque and St. Paul Packet Company,
began opomtloﬁgz

An overland route, connecting St. Paul with the outside
world by land, was opened in 1848, This trall crossed into Wisconsin

at Stillwater and curved down, paralleling the river, to Galena. It

took travelers far out of their way and had more than the usual discom-

forts; bridges were few and the road was rough and almost 1mpossal.ble.
It was step forward, however; the ice gathering on the river did not
after this mean that the city was completely cut of:}.

Meanwhile, Father Augustin Revoux, "revered by all," had
quietly continued the work of his church. His congregation in St.Paul
was constantly growiag and he found it necessary to devote more time
to the chapel in the village. His own people were welded more firmly
together by his humble and sympathetic manner. He had won the respect
of the Protestants due to his tolerance of their faith, a tolerance which
extended the use of the chapel to The Reverend E. G. Gear, Chaplain of

42.
Fort Snelling, at a time when no Protestant church structure existed.

39. Baker, James H., "History of Transportation in Minnesota,"
Minnesota History Collections, %1 9, St.Paul, 1910, p. 17.

40. Blakeley, Russell, "History of the Discovery of the Mississippi River
and the Advent of Commerce in Minnesota," Minnesota History Col-
lections. "Yol.8, St.Paul, 1898, Paze—561. . 3L/,

Larsen, Arthur E., "Roads and Trails in the Minnesota Triangle, 1849-

St

1860," Minnesota Hiltory,}ol II, ')lo 4, Dee.1930, »7 388, (7//

Edsall, Samuel Cook, "Rev. Ezekiel G" Gear, Chaplain at Fgrt Snalli.ng.
Minnesota History Collections, Vol.12, St.Paul, 1908.,?/ 695, e
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It had been Ravoux's practice to give two Sunday services
in St. Peter's, which was then becoming known as Mendota, to one in St.
Paul. In 1847 it was found necessary to make an addition to the chapel
which Father Galtier had built. The old chapel was shingled to match
the addition. The bell of the ill-fated steamer Argo was presented to
Ravoux to be hung in the new belfry. As Mendota continued to decline
in importance, Ravoux reversed his practice and gave St. Paul two Sundays
to Mendota's o::::

The settlers were by now thinking in terms of permanent
homes. It was first necessary to get title to the land which they occu-
pied. Auguste L. Larpenteur relates that "In 1847 a few of us clubbed
together and raised a purse and sent to Prairie du Chien for Ira Brunson
to come up here and lay out a town for us. He, with his brother Benjamin
and L;imn P. Folsom came up, and on July 24, 1847 he started to survey.

I stuck the first pin at the river's edge, - the beginning of Jackson
Street, and carried the chain and pins to the top of the hill where Third
Street beging. Thus began the first survey for the City of St. Panl...?ﬁ

A government land office had been opened the year before at
the Falls of the St. Croix, and the public sale had been announced for
1848. As in other early Minnesota communities, the prospect of an open
sale, where speculators might have equal status with those who had set-
tled the land, caused some consternation. Three men, Henry Hastings
Sibley, Captain Louls Robert and Larpenteur, were chosen to represent

the settlers at the sale to be held on Amgust 26. The delegation was

43. McNulty, Rev. Agbrose, "The Ghapel of St. Paul and the Beginnings of
the Catholic Church in Minnesota," Minnesota History Coll.,
“Xol. 10, Part I, St. Paul, p 240-241.
44. larpenteur to Jerard & others, undated, Larpenteur (Augusta L. and
Pamily, Mss. Division, Minnesota Historical Society.
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accompanied by a dozen husky trappers and traders armed with "huge
bludgeons." Sibley said later that he did not lknow what might be
meant by this display of force, but that he would not have "envied

the fate of any individual" who dared to bdbid in opposition to St.Paul's
represantati:i;- Evidently the guard served its purpose well, for
Larpenteur reported that "everything went amotﬁgy.“

Ninety acres of the now legally acquired land was divided
into lots and the whole was entered aﬁd recorded as the town of St.Paul
in 1848‘?7

Up to this time there had been only thirteen transac-
tions involving the ownership of land, but legal acquisition in 1848

brought 35 land transfers in that year alone. The earlier land deals

: un
had been of a primitive character due to the/certa.int.y of ownership.

Donald McDonald had sold his claim hear St. Paul to Stephen Desnoyer
for a barrel of whiskey and two guns. One man traded his first claim
for a team, took another claim and again gave it up for a team. With
few exceptions the earliest settlers relinquished valuable land for
paltry sums offered by more money-conscious and less naive newcomers.
Some of the later arrivals, aware of potential values, realized fortunes
from cheaply acquired trac:g:

More important for the future than any other development

the fact that Wisconsin Territoryws becoming Wisconsin state,

Greenbie, Marjorie Barstow, American Saga, Whittlesey House, New
York, 1939,:!!3!-"-‘353,‘ v 343,

Larpenteur, Auguste L., "Recollections of the City and the People
of St. Paul," Minn. History Collectionms, '701. 9,S8t. Paul, 1901,
Pp. 378-379. },

Barton, E. E., City of St. Paul,"Rublished by <&ise ‘uthor. St.Paul,
1888, Page-6- 557

Fairchild, Heanry S., "Sketches of the Early Histo:y of Real Estate
in St. Paul," llinnesota History Collections, }fol. 10, Part I,

St. Paul, "Pug-a-ll—l&-%,x/‘ja
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leaving the land from the St. Croix to the Mississippi without organized
government. There was some hope that the land thus abandoned might be
organizediéi{ﬂinnesota Territory. The settlers felt that it was impor-
tant enough, and they were aware of the advantages it would bdring in
immigration and development. Outside interest in Minnesota was becoming
more end more evident. Sibley received a letter from a friend inform-
ing him that a Mr. Randall of Cincinnati, member of a geological survey
crew, had press and type and wished to know what opportunities for a
newspaper wetz: It was believed that new enterprise would rush to the

place if territorial govermment was secured.

A meeting of sixty-one leading citizens was held in the

little court house at Stillwater on August 26, 1848 to consider the

matter. It was resolved that a delegate should be elected to go to
Washington to press the claiz?. A memorial asgking for the organization
of a separate territory and signed by all attending the "convention" was
sent to James Polk, president of the United Stait;.

The scheme for the election of a territorial delegate to
Congrese was simple, if not precisely legal. The advocates of the new
territory maintained that the Territory of Wisconsin continued to exist
in the region excluded from the state of Wisconsin, and that since most
public offices had been vacated by the procedure it was up to the
"Territory" to elect new ones. Judge John Catlin, who had been secretary

of Wisconsin territory, encouraged this belief. Catlin wrote on August

49. David Lambert to H. H. Sibley, Aggust 23, 1848, Sibley (H. H.) Papers,
Mgs. Division, Minne. Historical Scciety. o

50. Minutes of Stillwater Meeting, Augus? 26, 1848. Sibley ¢H. H.) Papers,
Mss. Division, Minnesota Historical Socilety.

61. David Lambert to Sibley, August 28, 1848, Sibley (H. H.) Papers,
Mss. Division, Minnesota Historical Sociéty.
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22, "It 1s the opinion of most all this way, that the government of the
territory of Wisconsin still continues, although it is nearly inopera-
tive for want of a court and legislature." Secretary of State Bychanan,

\/ when c¢onsulted on the matter, wrote that "The question is, whether the
laws of the territory of Wisconsin still remain in force in that portion
now beyond the limits of Wisconsin I am clearly of the opinion that
these laws are still in force over the territory not embraced within the
limite of the stii;.

Catlin, in his authority as acting governor of the"Terri-
tory of Wisconsin," issued a proclamation on October 9 calling for the
election of a territorial delegate on October 30. Stillwater, Marine,
St. Paul, Prescott, Sauk Rapids, Crow Wing and Pokegama were designated

53
as polling pleaces.

A great deal of offiecial influence was brought to bear in

Sibley's interests, although it was taken for granted that he would win
the election. Former Governor Doty of Wisconsin Territory and other
notables advocated the election of Sibli;: The late entrance of Henry
M. Rice, a partner of Sibley, into the race appeared at first to offer
dangerous opposition, but Rice's vote-getting power was not strong. On
\\=a November 4, 1848,/Catlin forwarded the certificate of election to Siblig:
The first step towards independent territorial status for
Minnesota had been taken. What the future might be, the settlers did not
know. They hoped - a hope for slow and steady progress. It is doubtful

if even the most optimistic anticipated the fantastic burgeoning that the
next decade was to bring.

L)

N 52. Neill, E. D., History of Ramsey County, Rese 189.,
53. Folwell, W. W., A History of Minnesota, Vol | Bage 239.
54. J D. Doty to H. H. Sibley, Sept. 4, 1848; T. R. Potts to Sibley,
Sept. 14, 1848; D.G.Fenton to Sibley. October 4, 1848,
Sibley (H.H.) Papers, Mss. Division, Minn. Historical Ssciety.

55. John Catlin to Sibley, November 4, 1848, Sibley (H.H.) Papers.
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ST. PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER IV ’ VILLAGE INTO CAPITAL PAGE 1

In the middle ,g#71840"s Ste Paul was a rough, undeveloped frontier

town, still drowsing in the heart of an almost primeval wilderness. Frenchmen,

v
“breeds’and ex-soldiers trod its dusty street, rubbing shoulders with Indians

Vh"&,{(‘ 1. "
and/Easterners who had drifted in from the Atlantie coasts. Saloons roared’”

wide open. Frowsy voyageurs and drunken fur traders sauntered in and out again,
doing very much as they pleased. In the words of one writer, the place was

" ., o amixture of forest, hills, running brooks, ravines, bogs, lakes,
2e
whiskey, mosquitoes, and snakese"
L
J‘ & ] T A -2 SR

It was-with suoh a scene in the backgreund that Stephen A.'ﬁouglas

of Illinois -rese=one=merming-in=Conegrese—end-introduced a "bill to establish the
! -1 < )

Territory of Minnesotae." Almesb=simuibeneousky James Wilson of New Hampshire
asked the House that Henry Hastings Sibley be recognized and seated as a delegate

from the Territory of Wisconsin, ﬁf

JLIA& - 1&:{ w&rifmrﬂd«é &Eu’-
teo-dniberest seemed to the successful conclusion
itk uu. ig Dot OAMid

of Sibley's mission, i of &he=territorial status his home
A —
land, But the area which had becn adrlft by the admission of Wisconsin to the

Ty
Union had enemies as well as friends. Thetunknoan region became the target

for jokes and ridicule by the Eastern press. Congressmen refused to take

seriously the forming of a governmente " « « o in a hyperborean

/' — Q\
Flandrau, Grace, St- raulj “The Untamable Tvaleu& The Taming o of thﬁ Troniler,.\

Minton, Baleh Co.y Ns Y., 1925, p. 129«
Newson, Te M., Pen Pictures of St. Faul, Mlnneuota, pp. 39-40.
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region where . o no white men would go . .« umless to cut pine logs." It

wes said the proposed delegate would doubtless arrive in Washington "in full
Se
Indian costume."

//7 @ by, ot 4
0 Even hhuuerleglslators ; westward expansion Selsse Wy

Amchaed® by dadine. o Thogl [ So bomyater [YPRVY RYWYS Sy |
deubi—ovren—the proposal, #ﬁf he Indien frontier ? »
N Yy é‘un’\ A
there mee little room for white populatlon,.esvtimzutaun or dev610pment? )ﬁmt
/\!r i u& EWirn,
of tﬂh' would congist of unceded SlOUX lands, with only a narrow wedge
4,
between the Mississippi and the. Ste Croix open to whites. .

? Sibley's lea for recownltlon was referreq to the Committee “on ,
f)u; EArLA T ad \;‘r, At gt J it A ,';, { l}-"’f { M e H’r"/{{r {";'f’ y

Ele thhu. ol mhef%mngwigtan pressed his nase pcrsma*Gntly, /;/
:L{, LL( fi W a;Z‘ 74 QL% fpmad AL “'l( < ™ ! A

"Qrffzs*?he eommlttee' ki

1lq5=gnha&$¢ad] agmmﬁﬁazﬁgzﬁfiwadmstion to-a_seat—en Hhe-floor ol THe HouUSE™

1§

I Hepreseatatives. }& Jaruary'lﬁvals report was approved by the House.

3 A

With this grant of power, Sibley turmed his entire attention to

WT“
cEhsypausage of the BRSSUES— PP ding-Lor e ©stablishpewb=e# llinnesota territory.
£ o z

BN

entangled with the slavery issue. After changing the proposed name from Itasca

T Py UtV
//Qhe oenatimpassed ¥he bill without controversy; Wwe in the house 1t becume

to Minnesota and locating the cepital in St. Paul instead of Mendota, Sibley
approved the text of Semator Douglas' bille The House, however, weighted the
measure with smendments which, had not Sibley secured their deletion, would

; LA Oe
have resultedz:;,;ong delay or defeat,

3¢ West, Nathaniel, The Ancestry, Life, and Times of Hpn. Henry Hastings
Sibley, Pioneer Press Pub. Co., St. Paul, 1889, pp. 104-106,

4, Paxson, Frederic L., History of the American Frontier, 1763-1893, Houghton
Mifflin Compeny, Boston, 1924, p. 424.

5. West, Nathaniel, The Ancestry, Life, and Timgﬁ_gf Hon. Henry Hastings Sibley,
ppe. 128=129,
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Meanwhile St. Paul waited anxiously for mews. Difficulty

of communication and travel prevented word from reaching the town for a long
Lop4
time ; Koad conditions of the time are described in an account of William P,

//

Murray's journey to Ste. Paul in 1848:
f X . « o upon the morning of Nove 29, I bid adieu to the
{ city of Dubuque « « o o The first day we traveled about 30 miles and pub
| up for the night at an emigrant's cabin(where notwithstanding the rough appear=
| ance of things we found the inmates to be an intelligent family of Yankees who
; gave us a good supper of hot coffee, cornbread and venison, and the kindly
| permission of sleeping on the floor. Which was not so bad, considering that
; we were somewhat tired.g Nove 30 we traveled some 20 miles up the Mississippi
| and crossed over to Prairie du Chien + . o From this place to Black River
| distance 104 miles - where we arrived Dece 4 + . o here(to our sorrow, we
A realized the painful truth that we had been lied to for herethe road ceased,
/! fThis far had teams been and no furthsr. We would have been in a dilemma here
A ;(past redemption)s + o ¢ o o o o had it not been for the fact that almost
%‘simultaneous with our arrival, Capt. Knowlton arrived with a company to survey,
cut out, and bridge, a road from this point to St, Paul , . We made an
| arrangement with Capt. for and in consideration of our chaining on the road -
| he was to board us through ) o o We were from Dec. 5 until Dec. 22 going
| 105 miles camped out nearly évery night, The thermometer some mornings 20
degrees below Zero - about twice a week a snow storm « « o On Saturday
Dec. 22 we arrived at Stillwater, twenty miles distant from Ste. Paul « «
(The day following we arrived at our destination St. Paul, in good health and
spirits . . I have been here nine days = and like the appearance of things

| very much-/.) E

) -
e W As @ months passed, St. ulkbooame impatient, fer-newaw

Bt ina11y>on the night of April 9 a steamboat whistle, heard over the
&Gpowtimg thunder of a spring storm, aroused the settlement. A crowd gathered

at the landing. Lighitning revealed the dim outlines of the Dr, Franklin 1T,

and as soon as it could be boarded St. Paul learned from Captain Blakeley that

Minnesota had been a territory since March 3. The news spread like wildfire,

6. William Murray to Murray, January 1, 1849, Murray (William Pitt and
Femily) Papers, Mss, Div., Minn, Historical Society,

7. Shortridge, Wilson Porter, The Transition of a Typical Frontier, George Banta
Pub. Company, Menasha, Wis., 1922, pps 09=60; also see lMurray, William P.,
"Recollections of Early Territorial Days and Legislation," Minnesota History

Collections, vol. 12, Ste. Paul, 1908, p. 105,
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Another barrier im—ti® dovelopment of the settlement was thus . e

."“w'“-"‘t?"-”-g, 4 r
cut=of b!’s‘w‘k Those who had already made their homes in the new land felt Q..

renewed oonfiden,ce(, awe st=bound frontiné;

G WA VWUE WA

territory onm‘B’efore the year had ended St. Paul could proudly
8.

r‘si-lfyd cartographers marked the new

speak of the "wonderful events of the year 1849,"

Gold excitement on the California coast during the same year
drew its share of adventurers. Gamblers, gunmen and miners, attracted by

lure of easy wealth, passed Minnesota by, leaving Ste Paul to progress without

-

p—

much of the lawlessness commonly expected in a frontier ’covm.)

A e e e e

Shady characters who wandered upriver to the settlement, were

v il 5

in most casesdgontgel;\en&&. with methods more polished than the highwaymen

who crossed trails with the /—\4—9—‘-@93. On a wave of prosperity came land "sharks,"

lawyers with land business as a sideline; money lenders who asked f+ve percent
: . oy :/‘0 ~ 3 X )
interest a month with per dent after maturity, and a liberal assortment

Je
of other renegades.™\

— v
( The rising r%é‘ of incoming settlers brought a building
and land boom, and the services of land speculators and money lenders, despite
the uwmpopularity of their practices, were increasingly in demend. Buildings
sprang up with Rath rapidiby. bhebmit—soomed-llbhongasl—LoR-Emmmul-si fida- oL tenaments

had-been-

Newson, Te M., Pen Pictures and Biographical Sketches of 0ld Settlers of

St. Paul, St. Paul, Brown, Treacy and Co., 1586, De 9.

Wurray, William P., "Recollsctions of Early Territorial Days and Legislation,"
Minnesota History Collections, vol. 12, pe 107,
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Newspaper men were among those most strongly attracted by

the westward movement. Even when they did not venture into the newly opened

Jg

land, they gave support to phe—weeberm booms, Representative of this group
were two enterprising Ohio men, Dr, A, Randall and John P, Owens, who issued
e peper in Ohio to serve Minnesota. Actually the only connection with The

11.
territory was the name, Minnesota Register. A few Minnesota items were written

by He He Sibley and Henry M, Rice, and several colums of St, Paul, Stillwater,
12,
and St. Anthony advertisements were included, The first issue, dated April

27, 1849, was sent to St. Paul by steamboat for distributions

James M, Goodhue, the first journalist to establish actual

V4
residence in the territory, arrived in Ste. fauiyon the steamboat Senator -em—

e —
g >t

~ \ AR
(April 18, 1849, He brought a press, and type, and plans for a paper. The

only location he could find for a print shop wa7%ﬁo use his own WOrds;"open

as a corn rick," ”\\

~/;

i\«"iighough wind and rain caused him some discomfort, the first

issue of the Minnesota Pioneer came off the press ten days after Goodhue's

arrival, It had first been planned to christen the paper The Epistle of St

13.
Paul but after due consideration this title was rejected,

(omi'bted ) ®

Johnston, Daniel S, B,, "Minnesota Journalism in the Territorial Period,"
Pe 247,

Weekly Pioneer and Democrat, March 31, 1859,

Johnston, Daniel Se B, "Mannesota Journalism in the Territorial Period,"
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Goodhue was typical of the{frontiefkcrusadi;;>journa1ist.

He stated his editorial eredo in no wmeertain words. "The journal that does

nothing but paddle along with popular opinion, without breasting the current
14,
of popular errors, is of no value =-=none whateverij;>

L\'From its first issue the Pioneer promoted Minnesota Territory
and St. Paul, Remembering his own experience, however, the editor tempered
his enthusiasm with a warning: "Wo advise settlers who are swarming into St,
Paul in such multitudes, to bring along tents and bedding, to provide for their
comfort until they can build housess as it is ubterly impossible to hire a
building in any part of the village; although builders are at work in every

15,
directione"

Other journalists joined Goodhue, The Minnesota Chroniclse
J J 2

a Whig paper, appeared on May 31 with Col, James Hughes as "editor and proprietor.”
s ,?’, raevid 7’}‘“
S The Minnesota Register, iss] L in Ohio, bepen
%1'. (o~ axd {;f; S — Z /Y, »:4;1,2{(

/\publidation : > Nathaniel Maclean and John P, Owens -wse® at

its helm,

The Pioneer was generally Democratic while the other papers

whaee_,

were Whig. There was hardly room for two Whig jourmals in & territory sé—virten

Governor Ramsey "was the only Whig o o e except the few federal officers who

8]
F -

14, Johnston, Daniel S, B., "Minnesobta Journalism in the Territorial Period,"
pPs 250,
15, Minnesota Pioneer, April 28, 1849,
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i 16.
rith hime" Owens and MacLean absorbed the Whig rival and began

publication of the Minnesota Chronicle and Register on August 25, 1849.

e A

Alexander Ramoey, a Pennsylvenian appointed first territorial
17«
governor, arrived in St. Paul on Sunday morning, May 27, Invited to be

the guest of Henry H. Sibley until he could find suitable quarters, he remained
in Mendota for nearly a month, acquainting himself with the influential men

in the territorys

ArTmA rtpe
Ramsey)waﬂ bnly thi y-fovr yeﬁﬁno younger than most of the men

At
A RL
who were building the new 1and iniﬁﬁa-ln charge of fur company affairs

/\

at Mendota p~umbri—tiIT Tl had provided the wisest and most stable leadership

AR AN, y
for #e development of the Fetfr . They were a far-seeing group and,
uf{ abo**jf(v
although at-bimes fur tradmu}jms no?\a highly ethical business, their services

to the territory were usually beneficial and unselfish. From these men Ramsey
18.
received his first impressions of the problems facing him.

/LA Ty L 4o H\+<f C ALA AU Ve
ad-1no-—-sponer-recetrvod-his-appoinbment..than he Swas. made

@ 7\“1{(7 " LL”U{ L
aware of bthe-widespweed interest in. Minnesota Territorye Inquiries began to

a
flow in asking about i "favorable opportunities" and the danger of contracting

§ 19.
cholera on a river trip from Galena, T1linois

Folwell, We W., "Minnesota in 1849: An Imagingry letter," Minnesota History
vole 6, MOe 1, 1925, pe 37

Wlnnesoua Plonee , May 31, 1849.

Dean, William B., "A History of the Capitol B 11d1ngs of Minnesota, With
Some Accounu of the Struggles for their Locabipnm, Minnesota History
Collections, vole. 12, Ste Paul, 1908, ps 2.

Je He Reed, Carlisle, Pa., to Alexander Ramsey, \"Ramsey (Alexander) Papers,"
Mss. Division, Minnesota Historical Society, Jume 25, 1849,
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\ ’m . W F i
ZouZ&
N_———A letter from a Boston minister re;ﬁm'e?iaonmifg éas’cernﬂw

“sarzvest in the territorys.

féhere are a considerable number of Germans in Boston who

e desirous to emigrate to the West. They were employed in the different
actories and workshops in our neighborhood where their labour was well re-
wnerated, The general stagnation of business however . « . has induced
any to think that a settlement in the West is preferable to hope deferred
n the BEast « « o Their attention has been directed to Minnesota and it is
n their behalf that I take the liberty to address you « « o 1 feel the mor
nxious to get proper information from a reliable source, as it is not _al=-
ogether improbable that I may be found one day one of its citizens.f ¥

In lste June, Ramsey, accompanled by e secrefary and his

FWA H\u&.i-‘ a a“ll md S
wife end child, weturned to St Paul , ] e new house on St, Charles

Street. On the trip5ﬁnq.:ﬂnndut&f%lﬂﬁﬁupi-ui. made in two large "bark cenoes,"

he was joined by Henry M. Rice, who also plenned to live in the growing upriver

town. Rice was one of the most important citizens of Mendota, and his decision
21.
to move was a sign of St. Paul's rising imporbtance and the decline of Mendota.

The first issue of the second newspaper in the territory,
'3 ;"i&‘!ﬁ;’ ‘3; ﬁ;)

The Minnesota Chro .clgj\ﬁad greeted Ramsey with the jubilant statement that
K4 .

", . . We are now organized, The wheels of govermment have commenced rolling

on, may they cease only when time shall be no more." The Chreniclets announce-

o~ }“{T g Ao
ment was-premature) A}% was not until the nox%—dﬁy—“ﬂqz;ul, that Ramsey

A -ininﬂﬂnaheng terzltorlal government

20. Rove. F. Schmidt, Boston, to Alexander Ramsey, April 6, 1849, Ramse
(Alexander) Papers, Mss, Division, Minn, Hist. Society.

21, Minnesota Chronicle, June 28, 1849,

22, Tolwell, W, W., A History of Minnesota, vol. 1, p. 252,
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Startling changes were made in the size and appearance of
Adocked Therne with

St, Paul in the months following Remsey'!s proclamatione Steamboats/\increasm7

pEn=r-3 frequency)o£—$hoéauaﬁad#n until sixbeen were counted in the port at one
time. Sixty much-needed carpenters entered the city in a single daye. Trade

with wee white settlers, as apart from the commerce with e Indians, began
234
to assume importance, and a demand for new types of merchandise was felt,

The number of merchants increased so rapidly that the Minnesota Pioneer com-
24,
plained editorially, expressing #he wish that farmers would come instead,

" New enterprises offered the ci‘bizenﬁ;)articles and services

£ Wi Taiata

whic ’would have been considered great luxuries ealy-e—yemr-befere. Snow and
!

Bryant, two doors above the Americean House, sold vines, cigars, oysters and

a°0
sardines. Earlier inhabitants had been satisfied with anything 1abe1ﬂedkwhiskey
but newcomers were now offered liquors described as "choice and olde" .Je.We
264
Simpson added playing cards, candies and almonds to his sbocke

In addition to the usual calicoes and ginghams, one of the
general stores listed many varieties of fabric, Paris Lustres, Paramettas,

Orientals, Merinos, Chameleon silks and satins, By the end of the year the

Larpenteur, Auguste L., "Recollections of the City and People of Ste Paul,
1843-.1848," Minnesota Hisbory Collections, voles 9, Ste Peul, 1901, p. 379,
Minne sota Pioneer, August 16, 1840,
Minnesota Chronicle, June 7, 1849,
Mnnesota Chronicle, May 31, 1849,
Minnesota Chronicle, May 31, 1849,
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r-
women of the settlement could a#%eﬂd the St. Paul Hair Dressing Saloon which
28
had been opened by Ae Fe Dogard, "formerly of New Orleans,"

n the morning of July 4 the residents of St. Paul were

roused by the roar of several camnnon borrowed from Fort Snelling, The American

flag was raised on & new pine pole, and a crowd gathered in the shade of Ramsey's

Grove where Judge B. B. Meeker delivered an address; the Declaration of In-
dependence was also "tastefully and audibly executed" by We Be Phillips. A
procession then marched to the American House where a splendid banquet was serveds

After the ladies had retired from the banquet hall the gentlemen gave toasts

to the daye. Onme praised "Minnesota - yet in her swaddling clothes + + "

This was followed by a toast to "the best gold mine - we are willing to leave

it to posterity to decide whether it be found imbedded in the yellow sands of
California or the black scil of Minnesota?a. The holidey reached a climax with
a display of fireworks and a banquet and balf?.designed to mark the formal open=-
ing of the town's most imposing hotel, the American Housg%.

Chronicle and Register, December 22, 1849,

Minnesota Register,’ July 14, 1849,

Tew York Evangel¢3u, New Yor“; August 2, 1849, vol. XX, pe 123; typed
excracts 1n possession of Mss, Division, Minn. Hist. Soce.

Minnesota Chreniele, June 28, 1849,
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an’
Henry M. Rice, e principal wnéx, had brought a Mrs.

Parker from Lowell, Massachusetts, to take charge of operations. Mlrs. Parker

was a formidable woman,. "well adapted to conduct the bu31ne of a ron ier

o lin { dedax )

hotel." Bms for some obscure reason shenbecame angered at/the proprletor/

C‘,\- LA4A 1 d Y f r-‘:l_—_
and declared her intention of shooting him. Eventually she beé@;g‘%a;; é;h -
o

obtained revenge by changing the name of the hotel from the Rice House to
32. a1
the Americen IHouse.

Postmastership of the booming town passed to Jacob W, Bass

on July 5. He moved the post office to the ground floor of a log bulldlng in
‘ waed o I./«Aiu L of pt )
which he conducted a hotel and tavern. A front room : served aZao
e 33e
as postvoffice ae—woll—es—vifivoof—the=hetedl,

Another important arrival in 1849 was the Reverend Ee De

Neill, a Presbyterian and the first Protestant clergymen to settle permemently
lefroned
@
in 5%, Paul, His first sermons in the village were\to audiences gafphered in
54‘ el frecenl
a little brown building "recently occupied as a groggerys' T}cﬁqu rters

at the American House hed splintery wmplaned floors and were furnished with a

bed and washstand, the latter used by Neill as a desk on which to prepare his

SeIrmons, ‘\

\
|
32, Cathcart, Rebecca Marshall, A Sheaf of Remembrances," Minnesota History
* Collections, vol. 15, St. Paul, 1915, pp. 523-524,
33, Ste fAul Globe, April 17, 1898,
34, TWrhe/ Rise and Progress of St, Paul," St. Paul Daily Democrat, Oct. 22, 1854,
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\\\\\4/’ Construction of a Presbyterian church began as soon as Neill could

make necessary arrangements, In the fall of 1849 the family moved into ‘the
partially completed structure. A bed was placed on one side of the pulpit and

a stove on the other,

On July 7 Governor Ramsey issued a proclamation dividing the
territory into seven council districts and calling for the election of legislators,
Two days later an unsigned notice called a meeting for ndminations from the St

Paul district. The meeting, at the American House cu-bhe-dacided-dey; was the
wp Db 35,
largest ever held in St Paﬁl/\&s that time.  W. H, Forbes and James McBoal

were nominated for the council, while B. W. Brunson, Henry Jackson, Ps K.
364
Johnson and Dr. J. J. Dewey were nominated for the House of Representatives.

At first it appeared that these nominees would have the field to themselves,

A week later, however, a number of Frenchmen gathered in the home of Louis Cheaubert
_ 37e
and endorsed a partial opposition slate, led by David Lamberts , The Minnesota
Lok RN et T \j';,\»& b /f)
Chronicle was prompt with an accusation that tharFrenchl@eﬁe being misled.

—— J

Election returns were announced on August 1, and the Register
reported "the jollification of the supporters of the People's Ticket, after

the announcement of its entire election « + o Forbes, lMcBoal, Bronson, Dewey,

Jackson and Johnson, were successively placed in a small sized 'gow-cart' « « e

Minnesota Register, August 4, 1849,
Minnesota Register, July 21, 1849,
Minnesota Pioneer, July 26, 1849,
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and hauled through the streeﬁs by the enthusiastic crowd, « . o The vehicle
finally broke down near our office .+ « .« DBut the Boys were not to be stopped
in their rejoicingss so they carried their successful friends to the American
House « . o such cheering took place as we scarcely ever heard before . o+ .

38,
n

A AL §
Al WA AL V2
W e swelling population seemed to assure the future of

St. Paul, —time the town was faced with meny new problems. The
urgent need for ditie téand communication with the outside world resulted

in widespread aritation for government roads and criticism of existin ostal
P g g gp

& \ ey
facilities. During the ypar the government had(qnly‘provided for a weekly mail

UL ~AAAAAN S

to Stillwater. <§ﬁw3wea,;4hpassenger coach was in service to Stillwater every

other day and the driver complained of the "great rush of letters" which he was
39
foreced to carry without compensation. In early August the Pioneer petitioned

the Federal government for tri-weekly mails from Galena and twice-a-weck service

40,
to Stillwater. The post office department rejected the petition, 'pointing out

that service had been increased from once a week to twice a week between Prairie

du Chien and St, Paul in April and that further increases could only be given
41,
on the basis of increased revenue,

The question of additional roads was later taken up by the
42
legislature, and construction of a military post road to the Iowa linegd began
42,
the following year.

38e Minnesota Register, August 4, 1849,

39, Minnesota Chronicle, July 26, 1849,

40, Minnesota Pioneer, August 2, 1849,

41, THnnesota Pioneer, August 16, 1849,

42, Tarsen, Arthur Je., "Roads and Trails in the Minnesota Triangle, 1849-1860,"
Minnesota History, vol. 11, no. 4, December 1930, pp. 288-389,
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Respect for territorial authority was not easily established.
Mob action, resulting in two lynchings, forced the newspapers to remind the
people that " , , , we have laws, Judges of the law - end the law of the

gsavage must and shall be made in the future to give place to the law of
43,

civilizatio%:i/>

=
(
-~ The new territorial government was forced to lean heavily on Fort

Snelling to uphold its authority, In July 1849 it was reported that the
Winnebagoes were "committing depredations upon property on numerous occasions,™

The ﬁewsp?Fers pointed out that the infantry at the post was insufficient
Y. 7% R
protection,/f e « o the mere presence of the ! horse soldiers' is all thet should
44,
be required,"  The jail at the fort was used for pynishment of tiwe lawless

P 45,
characters wh&ah(ggg—regioégfff;attractediir)

The sale of intoxicants made law enforcement even more difficult,

A drunken quarrel was said to have been fatal to two Indians, One man who imbibed
too freely became lost and was frozen to death, Harriet Bishop, the teacher,
relates that " a dry goods merchant in a drunken fit crushed an infant by dgshing it
to the flcor.“45. The newspapers, not ordinarily given to quibbling on such

matters, admitted that the " number of retail liguor establishments in

St, Paul . , . is'a LEETLE too great for a sound and healthy state

43, Minnesota Chronicle, July 26, 1849; also see Minnesota Register, July 28, 1849
44, Minnesota Register, July 14, 1849
Hansen, Marcus L,, 014 Fort Snelling, 1819-1858, Iowa Historical Society,
Iowa City, 1918, pp. 196-198,
46, Bishop, Harriet E,, Floral Homes or First Years In Minnesota, 8.C, Griggs and
Company,, Chicago, 1857, pp. 106-110,
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B —— -

47, »
6f publicé morals," In 1849 the St, Paul Division of the Sons of Temperance
48,

was organized to agitate for legal curbs on the consumption and sale of liquors,

(e ot d

But problems of éévernmoa* were not the only ones that faced the

gettlers, For the earlieat-traders and explorers the American Fur

Company had acted as banker and financial agent, In addition to buying furs,

it mede loans, cashed drafts on Eastern cities and St. Louis, sold exchange on
New York offices and acted as collector for notes held by Hastern creditors, R
This company wae not équipped to meet the larger needs of 1849 and succeeding

50, oblaracd
years, Loans to finance improvements accordingly had to be mede outside the

territory, Interest rates on such loans rynged as high as five percent monthly,
7 R AR T i 72 : A0 O
/o Naafie U sh M altn, Sl 2, Lh e LF
The situntion—was— : - ;

most of the borrowed money
was used, not for permenent improvements, but for speculative investments in

land, ]
2 @ R

‘LLL‘;N (/ =

& C_,frz‘ A
‘ A need was felt by fra.{temal-minded citizens in 1849 for the

%}PQN

organization of a Masonic Lodge in St, Paul, Application wps made to the
Grand Lodge of Ohio for a dispensation, Th;s was g ranted on August8, and the

local lodge was duly organized a month laterd -

Minnesota Rezister, August 4, 1849,

Minnesota Chronicle, May 31, 1849

Galvin, Sister Bucharista, Influences and Conditions Affecting the Settlement
of Minnesota, typed PH,D, thesis, University of Chicago, 1929. pp. 77-78,

Eliason, Adolph O,, "The Be@inning of Bgynking in Minnesote," Minnesota
History Collections, vol, 12, St, Paul, 1908, p. 675,
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——

The membership roll, exclusive of officers, consisted of a score of
wfx‘\’citizensz Aaron Goodrich, John Condon, Albert Titlow, John Holland, Levi Sloan,
C.,P,V, Lull, George Fgbert, Samuel H., Dent, D.B., Loomis, M.S. Wilkinson,

John Lumley, H,N, Setzer, James M, Beal, Charles P, Scott, 0,H, Kelley, Charles

M, Berg, William H, Randall, Hugh Taylor, Luther B, Bruin, A,M, Mitchell, :)

~~—"The first meeting was held in a room in the Merchants' Hotel,

The first Mason "made in St, Paul," according to)J, Fletcher Williams, 4ie=
e 51. :
C Histori%g} was C,P, Soott, ; ¢ 5 - Gy
TR - &(lbﬂ M ) E': A \.“‘.“-./l,«fa‘,"‘l il &Eﬂ,t1:$)
it Lﬁa first attemp mzﬂbanking,—%ha-situai&a&_gpew—mene

In September 1849 a stranger by the name of Issac Young induced

a2 thoughtlees S5t, Paulite to "sign s large number of handsomely engraved pieces

of paper" which bore the imprint of the "Bank of St, Croix, St, Paul."

e
These notes were circulated in down river cities on the strength of an eastern
. o Al 7]

3 MWW(&( ’»ell.t‘utt gfot A—”ﬁ!u/
quotatio?)whéeb—was probably furnished by an accomplice., -ntSiis-pgosseralas S

<vire fraud put an end to wildcat schemes for a time; it also delayed promotion
[~
Ve

of legitimate enterprises for a number of years,

Williams, J, Fletcher, The History of the City of St, Paul and of the Bounty
of Ramsey, Minnesota, p, 235,

Fatchin, Sydney A,, "The Development of Banking in Minnesota," Minnesota
History Bulletin, col, 2, no, 3, August 1917, pp. 120-121,
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/ v /[ F 917
Iﬁ-&%ﬁﬂ:gégg:’;;e firstheritorial Legislature oonvene%ﬁin Ste
\ T Cotead, Wil

Paul's green-shuttered Central House.¥iFor some months Lhéa—bustdiay was known

as "the Capitoles" All possible rooms in the hotel were pressed into extra-
service., The lower house of the legislature met in the dining room on the

ground floor and at noon business was suspended while tables were set and
53,
meals servede The council chamber on the second floor was used as a sleeping
: 54.
room at night, with the floor covered with straw ticks and Indian blanketse.

Governor Ramsey kept e executive officé in his residence, and the Supreme

i g & 1,:: ;ﬂ 55.
Court f~n rented chambers in various buildingse. . can

4gﬂe—én—ﬁaumh_uﬂ;tha_hntalmwasnihaainxwﬁign“of the-buildinpre-official-characters

et o & Srrncedl uiche
' Delayﬁyf* funds voted by Congress Swsbkes.
' .
A

MMMt a4 PR G , Gy bt
—OPLBREGRLFO Governor Ramsey and Secretary C. K. Smith

to borrow $4,000 on personal drafts to meet the most pressing demands and To
56,
assist legislators who were in genuine need.

Newson, Te M., Pen Pictures of St. Paul and Biographical Sketches of 0ld
Settlers; published by the author, St. Paul, 1886, p. 108,

Murray, William P., "Recollections of Early Territorial Days and Legislation,"
Minnesoba History Collections, vol. 12, St. Paul, 1908, p. 110

Folsom, We He Ge, Fifty Years in the Northwest, 8t., Paul, pe 710.

Chronicle and Repister, St. Paul, December 22, 1849,
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rﬂwb;] ? On Tuesdey, September 3, bot%&?aeuas, nine gﬁunc1l members and

\ f&

eighteen representatives, assembled in the dining rooms Prayer was offered ﬁ*
57. ) ¢

by Ee De Neill., Following this, Governor Remsey delivered his first messagee.

‘mTﬁé.iégisléture, for éheu;ost part, was mede up of rougg bﬁt
capable men, When William R, Marshall was called a liar by one of the members,
Marshall knocked the offender dovm and calmly proceeded with his speeches A
number of the members were later to become distinguished as political leaders;
Marbhall bedome governor, Morton S. Wilkinson served as United States Senator
from Minnesota and Devid Olmsted became prominent in St Paul publie life. o

Substantial division of opinion was found only on the problem
of location of the territorial capital and diwdmdem of territorial institutions.
The United States Congress had provided that the legislature should meet first
at St Paul, locate a temporary seat of government and provide for a vote of
the people on the permanent locatiom. This question of permanent location
was to agitate politicians, land speculators and town boomers for the next

59,
deceade.

onl ZZZLQ $ d by the first legislat ‘ﬂcn\.iﬁg. %
LR . Jeasured passed by the first legislature

o
JEB%{ risonment for débt, - i Debtors were

jailed on little evidence and "reckless swearing," and no provision was made

57, Flandrau, Charles E., The History of Minnesota and Tales of the Frontier,
published by E, W, Porter, St. Paul, 1900, p. 58

58 Murray, William P., “Recollectlons of Eerly Territorial Days and Legislation,"
ppe 110-112,

59, Dean, William B., "A History of the Capitol Buildings of Minnesota, and
Some Account of the Struggle for their Location," Minnesote History
Collections, vol. 12, Ste Yaul, 1808, pp. 1l=5.
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St, Paul, locate a temporary seat of government and provide for a vote of

the people on the permanent location, This question of permanent location was
69,

to agitate politicians, land speculators and town boomers for the next decade,

*

Only one of the measures passed by the first legislature was
actually detrimental in its effect, Authorizing impriscament for debt, it
became an instrument of abuse, Debters were jailed on little evidence and
"peckless swearing," and no provision was made for release when the debt was
peid, The St, Paul jail, buillt the next year in 1851 was offen félled with
men committed by their creditors, One man dled while being held, " So adverse
was the effect on immigration and commmnity life that the law was repealed in
1856 as a "relic of barbarism.“sl.

October 22, 1842 a bill was introduced "to incorporate the Town
of St, Paul in the county of Ramsy," The bill received final approval on November
1., The town was to be governed by a presidemt, a recorder and 5 trustees,

The first regular town election, however, was not held until May 6 of the

52.
following year,




ST, PAUL, THE CITY PAGE 19
CHAPTER IV VILIAGE INTO CAPITAL

for release when the debt was pald, The St, Paul jail, built dmmbws the next M/LgfyrgA?
f —— —

year, was often filled with men committed by their creditors, One man.died while
" 60

being held., S0 adverse was the effect on immigration and community life that
el,
the law was repealed in 1856 as a "relic of barbarism,"

~ October 22, 1849 a bill was introduced "to incorporate the

e

T { / ‘ ) =
Town of St, Paul in the county of ﬁamsey."//ﬁn November %f'he E}};rrecelved

fingl approvalf The town was to be governed by a president, a recorder gnd five
_2ihsl approval

= S gv,\mm\a .
tr&stees. Th re*ular town elect 1on was kot held until May 6 of the following

year, Mﬁ«w« CL(L.\'('!( -~ v Wase O ¥ K 4

All through the summer and autumn of 1849 settlers continued
to pour in, The newspapers were responsible for a great portion of this influx,
They were not alone, however, in boosting Minnesota, ZEditors in the East

" welcomed corresgonqﬂ}ce with which to fill their columnsi:>

~ Typical of such correspondence was a letter published in an

Ohio newspeper, the Haton Reglester, during the summer of 1849, It described

8t, Pavl as " ., . . entirely new; two-thirds of the houses have been built
this year, They have sprung up , . , by magic , . , it looks as though Aladin

/sic/ « o« « was here with his wonderful lamp ., . .

Muller, Alix J,, History of the Police and Fire Departments of the Twin Cities
American Land & Title Register Association, Minneapolis & St, Paul, 1899, », 38,
Marray, William P,, Recollections of Early Territorial Days and Legislation,

Pe - 12Te

Minnesota Writers' Project, The Mayors of St, Paul, Office of the Mayor, St,
Peul, 1940, pp. 5=9.
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—

Jemp~s e the sound of many hammers are constantly heards In St Paul are

} two good hotels, one mear . + « the lower, and the other at the upper landing,

distent from each other sbout half a mile. These two points are the only places
where the bluff can be ascended by wagons. We have any quantity of commission

houses, stores, groceries &c. Then we have bowling saloons, billiard rooms
63
and all that - gaming is quite prevalent."

In 1848 the population of the settlement had been 113G

Senzdtind ot

Labbie over one~third ef—bhissmemiver were French and French-canadla%)ahd ‘the

W AN

oup—oonsieted of settlers from other sections of the United States,
64, G o
mainly from the East and New England. Bwbdax April 1849 total population
()5‘

had grown to 200)and by Junme to an estimated 840, On July 4 tho census taken

7 664
Sguebhissity by John Lbrganyﬂrevealod that ‘the pgpnlaétsn had risen to §10.

By the latter part of July it was estimated that 1,200 people had settled in

67«
the river communitye.

CH !
“2"\ +<; Egmkhzszinmn-éhefneWspaners were=eble=to view thé/snectacular

gerowth with somebkémg.appresshing complacency. The Minnesota Register remarked

in July that "notwithstanding the check to immigration into Minnesota which

the cholera in the cities « « o has had + « « We have no reason to complain

"Tmpressions ol Minnesota in 1849," Minnesota History Bulletin, vd. 5, no. 4,
Nov. 1923, pp. 286=287,
Galvin, Sister Eucharista, Influences and Conditions Affecting the Settle-

ment of Minnesota; typed Ph. De Thesis, University of Chicago, 1929, pp. 104-105.
Folsom, W He Co, Flf‘by Years in the Northwest, p. 542.

Folwell, W, W., A HisGory of lMinnesota, vole 1, pe 352.

"Impr6351ons of Winnesota in 1849," Minn. History Bulletin, vol. 5, noe 4,

Nov. 1923, pe 287.
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6f the numbers dsily arriving It is impossible to build houses sufficiently

RE.
68R
oc,

fast to _acomodate those who are coming amorg us,"

St, Paul's attraction for settlers lay in the dttention it had
received ;s capital of the new Minnesota Territory and its site as head of
transportation on the Mississippi., Significant was the removal of the American
Fur Company headquartefs from Mendota to St, Paul in 1849:69éhe heyday of the
fur trade, however, had passed, and the fortunes of the monopoly established by

o 70
Astor were already &p decling 0

Jﬂﬁg general glow of optimism was reflected in a report of

the celebration welcoming the New Year, "Indians of both sexes, with unusual
pleasure beaming from their tawny visages . . . are thronging our village . .
with the expectation of 'waukon,' something gééd , . . This P,M, the better
class of our gentlemen have been 'making calls'; the remainderiidlingctheir
time ,t the grog shops, At the Centre House, the most popular hotel in towm,
an immense crowd is gathered, from this and other towns, and engaged in

i 1)
threading the mazes of the giddy dance , ., ."

The "glddy dpnce" had just begun,'' It was to co%énue for

decade,

68, Minnesota Register, July 14, 1849

69, Gras, Norman S,B,, "Significance of the Twin Cities," Minnesota History
vol, 7, no, 1, March 1926, pp. 8-9,

70, Ruckmen, J,Ward, "Ramsey Crooks and the Pur Trade," Minnesota History
vol, 7, no, 1, March 1926, pp. 29-30,

71. Chronicle and Register, February 23, 1850
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New Year payeties at the American and Central Houses and
gt Stillwmter's new hotel introduced St, Faults decade of the fiftlecs,
AMthough not awere of it at the time, the towm stood at the threshold of

a ‘*’.‘f"i" od of do “MATICV ;T'j‘,‘-‘,. P 0 @lanse any ma for "%{\*;-y\lcq"’. 1{»\:,‘-2:'

St. Paul waited for the ice to go out, for the arrivel of
the first steamboat of the season, for the complete cessiom of Indian lands,
1.
for the mail, and for news from Vashington.
Yot during these comparatively uneventful fifties St. Faul

did not lack recreatione There wms a ball et Lott lMoffett's Castle on Chrisimas

ve of 1880, This hotel was famous for cotillions, Christmas Day, there were

"polirious exercises at the Catholie and the Episcopal church,” and that

night at Stillwater, a ball at Mr, Brewster's new hotel, "attended by more

thean one hundred gentlemen and ledies, eight cotillions occupying the floor

2e
at once."

fut the Chronicle and Repister of March 350, 1850 found it

1stlec over the pemeral outlooks "Buginess im , o

towns The populace « + < stand about the streets

1. Adams, James T,, The larch of Democracy, pe 570
2, Minnesota Pioneey, Jan, 2, 100le
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in isclated groups « . .« whittling and occasionally casting an anxious eye
upon the + .+ o river, as though they expected to see the ice smash or the

mail wending its way upwards. The geods are all sold . . o the teams have

finished their bauling to the North . + « the sleighing is over « « =«
"

the building season cannot actively commence just yet « « o

In April the ice began ‘o break., A week later the water rose
rapidly, flooding bottom lands near Mendota and Fort Snelling, and it was
said that " . + o & steamboat to make a lending would have to stick her nose
Se

a considerable distance up Jackson Street," Flood danger, however, soon

passed, On April 19 the Highland Mary docked at St, Paul, and once again the

city resumed its routine,

The Highland Mary brought five hundred passengers. These

newcomers found Ste. FPaul a primitive spot, not greatly improved over the site
John R. Irvine had looked upon when he arrived in 1843, "The land was covered
with heavy timber and underbrush," according to Irvine, "Upper Third Street

5
from what is now Seven Cormers to the Bluff was a quapgmire almost without boti;mj:
Capbtain John Bell, arriving in 1850, said, "There was not a house north of Third
Street, except a few om Robert Street « « o All boats landed at the Upper

Be
levee at the foot of Eagle Street,

Chronicle and Register, April 6, 13, 1850,
Wewson, T+ Me, Fon Plotures (Sketch of Simeon P. Folsom) p. 68.
Williems, J. Fletcher, A History of the City of 8t. Paul and of the County

of Ramsa¥, pPe 128,
Vewson, Te Me, Poen Pictures, p. 229,
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A more detailled description of the town comes from the
writings of a contemporary of the time,

e o o the morecantile business consisted of Louis
Robert's store at the lower landingsg Freeman, Larpenteur &
Company's, same placej lenry Jauckson, just olosing out, in
his old house on top of the bluff; W, He Forbes, St, Paul
Outfit, Dench, between Jackson and Robert streetsy J. W,
Simpson, next door, and the large trading establishment of
Olmstead & Rhodes, on Third street, in the old cabin , + &
recontly removed %o give place to the handsome new store of
Mre Chamberlaine This completed the lower town,

Then you traveled over an extensive corm and potato
field to a 1little olump of shanties and balloon Trames in the
neighborhood of the American House, Here was levi Sloan; upen
hig present site, with a small stockjy and next above the Ameriean
were the liegsers, Fullers, with somewhat larger assortment, This
wvas all ¢« + =«

Vital Guerin and Ben Gervais now had neighbors more congenial

then the drunken Sioux who stagprered out of Parrant's grogg;e;y under the bluff,
L]

Yot St, Paul gave 1little promise of becoming a metropolis,

Expansion cam® as new professional and tradesepeople sought
quarters. The Catheart brothers, Alemander H, and Joln W,, and Bartlett
Presley, prominent builders, arrived in 1850. Presley opened a log cabin

eonfeetionary, which later developed into an extensive wholesale fruit business,

Drs David Day, physician and ecivie leader, arrived in this
periods The new capital now had & total of twentyefive lewyers, The Pioneer
of March 13, 1850 reported fifteen stores deing business, Pine lumber, originating
at Minnesota Mills "and worth ten or eleven dollars a thousand feet in 8t. Touis,

sold readily ab Sts Paul for 17 dollars per thousand," Put in spite of there

facts, trade lagged during the summer of 1850,

7« Nowson, T, M, Fon Picturcs, p. 20,
8. Minnesota Piomeer, August 15, 1850,
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During this period St. Paulites grew critical of political
appointees, There was general satisfaction with Governor Ramsey's official
acts, but other territorial appointments did not meet with the same umanimous
approvals, "I at least," Judge David COOpex; wrote, "stand somewhat higher
than my brethern of the Bench. But even this . .+ . is no compliment to
me, as I am rated by fools," Q.Exas;aerated at Coopert's frequent absences from
his post, the people finally took action, Nor did they overlook that other

object of Tditer Goodhue's invectives, Alexander M, Mitchell, U, S, marshal

of Mnnesotae

Dissatisfaction with Cooper and Mitchell at last reached the
ears of officials in Washington, Both were said to have neglected their duties.
At last in July, Sibley reported: "Mitchell will have to « s+ o resign or

be removed, So the President told me in so many words." Mitchell resigned
10,
shortly afterward,

I
)

Political rivalries begame extremely bitter, and the eity
l 11.
divided into "eliques, factions, and ¢lans.” Goodhue*s editorial thrusts

continueds And a citizen of that day wrote: "Every man [on the street]

|
was armed with something. A man had better not show himself without his
12,
pockets full of rocks," {

De Cooper to Ramsey, Nov. 2, 18490,

Sibley, He H., Washingbon to /John H, Stevens, July 1, 1851, Stevens Paperse
Ibid., vols 12. Pe 113,

David Fuller, St, Paul, to George R, Fuller, Scotland, Conn., Jan. 19, 1851;
Fuller=Abhie, Abbe & Family Fapers,
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In Jwe of 1850, an event occurred which brought to the

foreground an issve that had concerned the settlers for some time e the

opening of Sioux lands to white settlement, That year high water from the
spring freshets swelled the Minnesota River, and sbteamers were able to ascend

farther upstream than ever before,

on June 28, the Anthony Viayne under Captain Daniel Able, gailed

on an excursion " + o+ o up the unimown waters of the St, Feter river now
13.

called the Minnesota," The Wayne reached the repids near Carver, The

rolling, fertile shores impressed the excursionists, and they brought back

reports which increased the avarice of landeseckerse

Steamboat competition stimulated further mavigation of the
nnesotas The Nominee went farther than the Vayme, but later on July 20
the VWayme reached a point a few miles below the present site of ?,hnlmto.ul'he
Yankee reached Judson (above Mankato) in Blue Barth county in midsummer, X

Thegse excursions into Sioux country hastened the drive far
empire, Docause of its position as capital of a trade area, St, Paul became
the focal point of the campaign. Prior %o 1852 the town was the center of an
inverted triangle of white territory, bounded on the north by a line extending
east from the Mississippi river, at e point just bolow Princeton, to the St,
Croix River, and stretching soutlward to Point Douglas. Aside from the Fombina

colony, the rest of Minnesota was legally Indian countrys

13, Cathoart, Rebecca Marshall, A Sheaf of Reminiscences, MIC., vols 15, pe 529
14, Hughes, Thowas, A History of Steamboating on the lfinnesota River, MiC.,
vols 10, part 1, ppe 151=13G,
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In his mossage to the second legislature on January 1, 1861,
Ramgey book up the matter of Sioux lands, As long as the Indians held logal
title to trans=lMssissippi territory, setitlement end development by whites
wore stalemated, The situation had grown steadily more acube since 1849,
Ramgey admitted that the newcomers were trespassinge He praised their entere
prise, however, suggesting thet settlement be made legal and the lﬁnd opened
as soon a8 possible, Negotiations to secure a treaty were bemm.lo‘

The GCovernor end Lule lea, Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
were appointed to treat with the Sioux, During the last days of Jume 1861,
& large crowd gathered at Traverse des Sloux "on a lowly prairie which rises
gently from the Minnegota River," The Sioux assembled "in full costumes with
earle plumes, turkey beards, deer tails & horse tails." Also present were
"Indian treders, men of French, half breed and Awerican blood," ™

Of the entire body of whites at this important eonference,
Remgey is said to have been the only ovme who werked “from no sordid notivesn."
The traders insisted that the arrangement would give the Indians money with
which ¢o pay for goods advanced to thems Thus the treaty was signed on July

17
23. 1851.

15, Baker, Gen, James He, Alexander Remsey, A lemorial Eulo Pe 7284

16 Mayer, Frank Dlackwell[ With ren and encil on the F'ronﬁer in 1861,
WS, St, Yeul, 1082, pp. 120-140,

17, Daker, Gen, James H,, Alexander Ramsey, A Memorial Eulogy, pe 720,
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The opening of the western lands was a matter of great moment
4o St, Paul, Since it would now be mwecessary for Minnesota river navipgation
to elear through the St Paul port, the eity could expect new settlers and
commerce, On June 26, 1852, the treaty was ratified by the United States Senate,

making twentyethree million acres of new land available for settlement,

The significance of this occasion was not overlooked in 8¢,

A sunset + ¢ o our people piled up fire barrels with
kindled up blaging illuminations, along the bluff, notwithstanding
the moom took all the shine out of the bonefiresy « « « In fack,
it was one of the nights we read of, but such as few, if, any
three=yoar«old towvns have experienced, lgothing was wanting but
the winging of our half dozen bells. i

The chiefs at Traverse des Sioux upon signing the quit claim

deed to their domain were " , + & [g,iven emothar] ¢ o o dooument to be

19,
signed," The "traders' paper" was thus validated, end the traders' claims

against individual Indisns had to be satisfied out of the treaty funds before
distributions While the rapacity of the white men may be deplored, the treaties
uprooting the Indians were necessary if the nation were to advance, The debt
of the incoming settlers to the traders, however, may be best expressed in

the words of William Pitt Murrays

It may be said, that while Governor Ramsey and Luke
Lea, United States commissioners, have always been credited with
the making of the Indian treatiesa of Traverse des Sioux, lendota,
and Pembina ¢ « « yot had it not been for such men as Henry He
8ibley, Martin Meleod, Norman W, Kittson, William H. Forbes, and
Alexis Bailly, these treaties would never have been made, They
wore the power behind the throne, since they were all Indian traders,

18, Mimnesota Ploneer, July 1, 1852,
19, Tolwell, W, Ws, listory of lMinnesota, vels, 1, pe 282,
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had boen in the country for many years, spole the lanpguages
of the Dakotas and Ojibways, and enjoyed the confidence

of the Red Men., It was to their interest that these treaties
ghould be consumated as the Indiens were largely in dedt

4o thomy hence they used all their influence to assist in

the malking of the treaty. The cormissioners did not do

much more than feed the Indiags and indicate what they wantedy
the traders did the rest, <0¢

Between tho encroachments of white men and the retreat of
gome, the Indian often Imew want. Chief HoleeIneTho-Day of the Ojibways came
to 5t. Paul and St, Anthony in mideJanuary of the treaty year, and made a plea
for food for his sbarving people. S5t. Faulites reipondad, but scores of 0jibways
perished from disease and wants The Indians, of course, were traditionally ime
provident, and their seasonal sufferings were trnéea‘ble in considerable degree
%o thelr om want of foresight, Ouite charscteristic was the spectacle presented

afbor the brén!mp of a big powswow on Pilot Knob early in August of 1851. The

Sioux bands of Little Crow, Wabasha, and miner chiefs came to Ste Paul to buy

horses. Ee De Neill in his History of 8t. Paul relates;

¢« o « an Indian always purchases a horse on a
different prineiple from a white man, If he desires a white
horse, all other considerations are secondary « + « The
weel: subsequent to the treaby there was a peneral clearing
out of worneout nags from the livery gtables of the Capital;
and, when the cavaloade sterted , « « it was a seene %o
excite the laughtor of a stole. A few dxml:s 1atoy, the same
Indians were in want for provisions, .

20, MWurray, Hone Wme Ps, Recollection of Early Territorial Days and legiglation,
Pe 1204 f
2ls “5111. e ﬂ., Hiﬂtﬁry of Ste I‘hlg:‘-p. 56l
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The towm now began o divide itself into two social groups.
The YNew Englenders preserved their culture, and attempted to tremsplant intact
their native traditions, Whiskey was the line of division. These Wew Englanders
drank sarsaparilla cider, 2127;1118 the earlier settlers -~the halfebloods and the
French element =efound "whiskey hoo-downs"™ more to their lilcing; Even the most
respected of these early settlers were addieted to hard liquor.hs.

A Sons of Temperance chapter had been organized in 8t, Paul
May 8, 1840, The following year a St. Anthony chapter was formeds These two
groups, together with the newlyeorgonized Temperance Vatchmen, brought the issue
of liquor quickly to a heads A liquor control law was put %o vobte April 5, 1852,
Since the villages of Ste. Anthony Falls and Stillwater were settled almost
exclusively by people from Maine, the law was adopbed, Ste fmul and Little Canada,

however, showed majorities against it,

The vote in Remsey ocounty wes closejy 528 ayes, 497 nays.
The newspapers commented that "ohurch bells ring, and so do the glasses, Everye

body celebrates the advent of the Temperance Millenium by getting gloriously
244
drnke" On May 1, 1852, the restrictions went into effect. The Ary victory,

however, was shortelived,

Minnesota Demoorat, Ste Faul, July 15, 1851,
Tence Corners, pe 17.
Tloneer and Democrat Weelkly, April 28, 1888,
TRrrey, Jarzaret, m;itim Movement in Minmegota from 1849 to 1866,
term paper, Hamline University, Uts raul, EEMe,
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At the next pgeneral election opponents of liquor regulation
rallied to elect a majority in the state legislature and the dry lews were
repealed, That night, "a large steamboat bell was mounted upon vwheels & + »
and went booming through the streets « + « proclaiming death to the

26e
bemperance prineiples ¢ + « "

The Easterners did not surrender as easily on other matters,
The ladies maintained their pgentility end nurtured the begimmings of education
and oculture. From the east they brouglt house plants and made their windows

bright with fuchsia, geraniums, roses, and heliotrope,

Catholic parishioners meanwhile saw the city become the center
of a Lishopries Newly consecrated Bishep Right Reverend Joseph Cretin arrived
in July 1881, to inaugurate an intensive building and eduecational progrems Vicar
General Augustine Ravoux had prepared the way for Bishop Cretin by arranping
the purchase of suitable ground for a new cathedral, a school, and a bishop's

residence,

I considered the purchase of the twenbyetwo
lots (for $900) a very good bargain for the church, as alse
a good one for M, Veltal Guerin, because it was understood
that the cathedral and other buildings would be erected om
block seven, and such improvement would increese the wvelue
of Mrs Vetal Guerin's property, wrote Rev, Fr. Ravoux,

¢« o o Five months after Bishop Je Cretin's arrival
in Saint Paul, continues Ravoux, "he had erected om blook seven in
Saint Paul Proper, a brick building 84 feet long by 44 wide, three
stories and a half high, including the basement, That building
became immediately the second cathedral of Saint Paul, and alse
the second residence gf the Rt, Revs Bishop, of his pricgts and
geminarians o ¢ o 20¢

26, Floral liomes, ppe 110=111,.

27, Tavoux, love Fre Augustine = From an article in Northwestern Chronicle « excerpt
from A History of the City of St, Paul and the Coun s by Je Flotcher
Williems « Collections of Ninnesote I ; 3§ published by
the Society, St Paul, 1876,
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The roots of Protestant demominations had also been well established
before the organization of the Cathelie parishe E, D, Neill was preaching to
his Pregbyterian congregation in a new brick church, the first building having
been destroyed by fires The Baptists, Methodists, and Episcopalians had places
of worship end well defined congregations by the summer of 1850, James Dreck,
John A, Merrick, and Timothy Wilcoxsen, coming in 1850, had set up the Episcopal
faith in a tent, This trio roamed St, Faul, 8t, Anthony and environs in missionary
activities, The cornerstone for a new church, "Christ's Church of the City of
8te Pavl," was laid by the Reverend E, G+ Gear, chaplain of Fort Snelling, Septenmber

5, 1850,

The Baptists also boasted a small bub dignified white church,
An early resident recalls;

On Jackson Street between Fourth and Seventh stroets,
s « Gbout where the new Hill Building now stands, was a
Bteep hill some fifty feet highy On its summit, reached by
a wooden stairway from Jackson street, atood a mll church
odifioe belonging to the Baptists, and one or two other buildings,
This hill sloped dowm to the east ang finally disappeared in a
morasa called Baptist hell [ sioj e

The white painted churches and houses early beceme a landmark
to river travelers, With the eoming of Germans and Seandinaviens, the churches
inereased in numbers, The Roman Catholie, Episcopal and First Presbyterian

churches acquired organs at this tire,

28, S'b; Paul Dail % Demoerat, Oct, 28, 1854, "The Rise and Progress of St. Paul,"

29, Tunn, Andrew

;")ors, "leaves Fpom the Tablets of My Memory Concerning Carly
Days of Minmesota,

by Andrew Cs Dunn of Winnebago, Minmmesmota, HSM Mss. Divin,
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Schools were another need the citiszens had ¢o considers To

Thomas Smith Williamson, who with the Fond brothers pioncered Presbyterienism
in Minnesota, must go eredit for giving the public sshool system its start in
8ts Paule Early in 1860, & school house for Lower Town was erected on Jackson
street above Fifth, Here Miss Scofield taught, Harriet Bishop who had come

in 1848, resumed duties at the Bench Street school and Reverend C. He Hobart
taught a school for boys in the Methodist churchs In 1851 Upper Town had two
schools mastered by Bs Be Ford and Mss E, Drewster, and lLower Town, two schocls

supervised by Ge He Spencer and liiss Basaos

Parochial schools played a prominent part in early educations
The Episcopalions established the first in St, Faul in 1851. A school was also

conducted by Maria Ogden in the basement of the Second Presbyterian churche

Under Dishop Cretin, teaching members of several Cathollic orders
wore brought to St, Paul, The Sisters of St, Joseph came from the Mother House
in Carondolet, St, lLouis in 1851, and opened a boarding and day school noar
Bench Street, The four members of the parby w=liother St, Jolm Fournier and
Sigter M, Fhilomene, both of Frances Sister M, Scholastica Velasquez, a French

and Spanish Creole, of St, Loulsy and Sigter Frances Joseph Ivery, of Loretto,

Permsylvenia e=boarded the stesmer St, Paul for the trip upriver om October 28,

Spending one night at Galenma, they continued to Prairie du Chien, where they
50

wore the puests of Father Galtier,

80, Cox, Sister Igmatious loyolaj notes on the Early History of the Sisters
of 8t, Joseph in Minnesota, Acta Et Dicta, wvol. 8, no, 2, July 1814,
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Bishop Cretin listed ten villages and trading posts in the diocese,
The pupils at the mission schools were all of poor families, Thomas Murray, an
ecclesisstionl student, also conducted a boys' school in the basement of the

Cathedral,

In mideJuly 1851, worlmen begau excavating the cellar for a new
Catholie College, & structure fortyesight by eighty feet, two stories high,

The site was the block bounded by Vabashaw, Ste Peter, Pifth and Sixth streets,

Bishop Cretin was elated over this new aeguisition, towards the
cost of which Ste Paul Catholics had subseribed §800, It was felt that this
college, "in a very short time" would be "among the wealthy Catholies of the
Mesissippi velley, the most popular institution of learning in the United States,"
Volurbeers without pay worked on the foundation of the building.n.

On Wovember 18, the Minmesota Demoorat reperteds

The Preparstory Department building of the Mimnesota
Tniversity, has been erected, thanks to the pergsevering efforts
of Jo We Horth, Esq., end it iz now ready for the reception of
Students « o o We do not doubt that the Universivy to be erected
in S, Anthony is deestined to bezome one of the most populer and
successful ingtitutions of learning in the United States.

Baldwin School, which later became Macalester College, was established
in January 1858, To leunch this institution for edvanced students, Es De Neill
obtained a domation from M. W, Baldwin of Philadelphia, A year later, the school
was charbtered as the College of Ste Paul, and "a handsome stone edifice, three

stories in height o+ « « " was built,

%1, Mmesota Demoerat Weelly, July 15, 1881,
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8ts Paul's first business college alse was organized at this time
"sor the gtudy of Double and Single Entry Dookekeeping at Comb's Bookstore o
o Torms for a finel course of instruction, §15,00, We 8, Ctml?s, core Bte

32. |
Anthony and Capital st,”

|
Civie improvements elsc came during 1851, Egditor Goodhue wrote
in the Minnesota Ploneers

s @+ « Tho large brick Catholic building is now enclosed,
the Court liouse is daily growing, and the Capitol is in progress,
A noble work of rook excavation is nearly completed on Tench sireet
»= the opening and grading of Pourth Street is in the way of being
done, and & new Lridge bullt on Jackson streot ««Third plrect is
thronped with people, and our town ig full of animtion,, hope and
onergys

\

Another writer of tho day notedy

Messrs, Rey and Carlioz have commenced building in the upper
tom, a short distence back of the American Hobel, a large foure
gtory stone building for a Hoapitaly, It will be umder the superintendence
of Dr, Carlioz, a T‘rggoh Physician of distinguished emindnce in his
profession o The menagers wore shle 4o provide specious
rrou adg through the ¢ & w dor zntion of our « o o« fellowscitizen,
Ho la qies. "’Eq;

Sioux lowmpged dally aboubt the new bridge being bullt across the ravine

to upper Jeckson street, They were amaged at the white men's magie which held the
e
sbructure together, Doapite the fact that the towm was growing and property wvalues

S6e
inoreasing, Vital Cuerin continued to sell lots to settlers at low priceass He

made a present to the eity of the sguare on which the old court house was built,

Hxamegota Plonoer, Nove 27, 1861,

80ta Wmocrat Weekly, Mar, 10, 1852,
” QWson ! M‘. 1 Pilotures,
Saint Paul Pionee”*ﬁmas. July 1, 1941,
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When the local government was orvgaunlsed during this peried, meny
virile and ecolorful characters vere 4o be seen on 5%, Paul's strecte, Some
of them, ns recalled later by T. M, FTewson weres

Lott Meoffett, the kindly immkeeperj Louis Rebert, river

captain and merchanty C, Ps Lull, Charlie Cave, Joe Rolette,
irvespreasible bonevivant from Pembinag Ike Markley, Jolm P,

Owens, Jim Vinoenty Col, MoKonty, of "Sroad Aores," Col. Goodhue,

Sam Sargent, Cols Durton of the Central Houses Henry Jacksom,
postmastery Bill Taylor, the colered barber and cotilliom ocaller;

Jim Thompson, ferryman; Tom Odell with a squaw wifej Parson Willoughby,
of the Aeolian churchg Cld Nets and Woodenelepgped Jim, her brother;
Hock<Washta, "whe always wore a plug hat full of ridbons and piecces

of ocalico™y Juliag the pretty squaw, and "Popcorn Jolmson," the
popcorn venders .

Tamipration during the steemboat season dally edded to St, Paul's
populations Oermem immigrants in 1852 were already oclipsing the early French
gbook ond oonstitubed the first larpe forelgn element,

1t was during these years that twe men, strangers to each other,
each with & flair for colonization, came to 8te Paul, where they were destined
o wield a preat influence, not only on history of the oity, but upon Iimesota
and the entire Northwest, Jolm Ireland, later an archbishep, come from Coumty
EFilkenny, Ireland in 18652y James J. Hill, berm neay Ouelph, Ontario, of Scotche
Irish descent, arrived four years laters John Ireland wms fourbeen years old
vhen he came to Ste Paul with his parents,

During this perind, Norman W, Kittson, senior, who platted Kittson's
Addition, became identified with the toms James M, Winslow, bullder of hotels
in 8te Potor, St, Anthony, and St, Fauly Charles Fillmore, brother of the late
Presidenty e As Schliek, morchant, and the 0'Gormans were among arrivals the
same yesr, ag was also Joseph Re Brown, who followed Rice and Sitley, Sibley

purchaged the Mnnesota Ploneor.

36s Newson, Te M., Fon Ploture, pe 306,
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A tragedy of this yoar was the death of James M. Goodhue, editor
and publigher of the bowm's first newspaper. Cocdhue died ab his residence,
Third and 8t, Petor streets, after a brief illnesse His street dattle with
Joseph Cooper, the previous year, dwring which he was stabbed in the abdomen,
was believed to have been a contributing cause, With Goodhue's death, St
Paul Jeet ono of its ablest leaders, His orusades for oivie improvements were
many: & public waterworks, the roplanning of olty streets and establishment
of parke. He had neither asked for nor given quarter in his battles for any
project he eonsidered worthy, Goodhve wms buried near lLake Como, bub the

location of his grave is wnkuowms

In the spring of 1868, Willis As Gorman, appointee of President
Pierce, arrived to succeed Covernor Ramseys, His coming marked a new storm
conbey in territorial politics, Gorman end his adherents attempted to discredit
Ramsey by bringing charges against him in comnection with the payment of Indiam
treaty funds, Governor Gorman made many ememiss in Mimnesota, and a movement

to impeach him was under way when his term expired in 1867,

One factor still blocking expansion was the lack of good trange

portations Ste Paul had both comnerce and a steady flow of immigrants, bub
rapid growth was impoasible without ready access to the interior. The river
furnished entrance to the country, Roeds hewn through forests had made possible

only a few stage linos,
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Major Isaac I. Stevens, of the Us Se Army, was agsigned the duty
of exploring a survey route for a Pacifiec railroad from Ste Paul, He arrived
in St Paul May 27 to outfit the expedition, But St. Paul was to wmit many
months before this preliminary work Bore fruit, Ileanvhile, she strugrled

with bad roads and with rivers,

m July 28, 1853, physiclens met in St, Paul %Yo organize the
Mmesota Medical soeiety. A state agricultural society earlier had been

ostablished 4o malke plans for the first fair at Fort Snelling,

Aboub this time, the Mirmesota Weekly noted that " « + o

the first hougeenunbering of an establishment in St. Paul, was perpetrated
yesterday upon Robert strect. Cathoart, Kern & Co.'s Crystal Palace stands Mo,

20 in bold figures, upon that popular thoroughfare, The City is coming alongl"™

The period also sew the introduction of a Norwegian method of

travel, Lapland snow skatinge The Mimesote Pionoor reported that " o o+

one of these snow skaters arrived in town last weel from Lake Superior, having

traveled at the rate of eight miles or less, a day,"

Dre Charles W, Borup, & Danish trader, established the first
banking firm in Ste Paul, On June 1 of the following year, Dre Borup joined
forces with Charles He Oakes to establish the banking firm of Borup & Oales at
Thipd and Jackson streets. This company was one of the few banking firms in
St. Paul which withstood the hard times that followed, Dy 1858 eight additional

banking firms were in operatiom. Dre Borup gshould not be dismissed without
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mention of earlier activities before coming to St Paule Arriving at Mackinaw,
Lake Superior, in 1831, he became a trader with the Chippewa in the Rainy Lake
region, He probably was the first physician in that section of the country,
Later, he became chief agent of the American Fur Company, then controlled by

Pe Chouteau, Jr. and Company of St. Louise He lived at Fort Snelling and Leech
Lake before coming to Ste Paul in 1849.37.

Federal money brought in to satisfy Indian claims and to support
military and governmental activity was the eity's life blood of trade. The
only major addition to this capital was the money that settlers brought with
them, Ste Paul's trade with settlers was estimated at $390,000 during 1853,

while govermment trade during the same year amounted to §$400,000.

Following & large payment to the Indians, it was observed that
" . « e the merchants are reaping a rich harvest. The Indians are as plentiful
38e
in town as mosquitos in sumer; but they are more welcome," Any delay in

the arrival of government funds usually resulted in "distressing finanecial
39

paroxysns "

Since Minnesota imported practically everything it used, and
since exports were meagre, this money drained away almost as fast as it came in,
In 1852, Governor Ramsey resorted to the extraordinary procedure of delaying

Indien payments "until he was sure the River had closed so the money might remain

in the Coumtry.," Development of St, Paul was seriously retarded by the lack

of capital.

37« Newson, Te Ms, Pon Pictures, p. 170,

%8, Peterson, William J., "The farly History of Steamboating on the Mimmesota River,"
Minnesota History, vel. 11, nos 2, June 1930, ppe. 130~13l,

39, FEliason, Adolph, "The Beginning of Banking in Minnesota," Minnesota Hisbtory
Collections, vol. 12, St Paul, pe. 686.

40s A, Fo Fuller to George Fuller, Nove 21, 1852, Fuller Papers.
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Such civie marks of maturity as a militia company, a separate
post office building and the Oakland Cemetery were asquired by 1853, The
wilderness still crowled close to the new eapital, however, 0jibway carried
one of their forays against the Sioux into the heart of the village. n a
apring morning, the Chippewa braves lay in ambush in an wafinighed building of
Lower Town, waiting for a Sioux party which included "0ld4 Bets," her brother,
"Woodenelegred Jim," and her sister, The three Sioux were well up Jackson street
before the Chippewa sighted them. The Chippewm skirbed the marsh at Fifth street,
dogetrotted over Baptist Hill, and attacked near the lMerchanta' hotel, Old Dets
and her brother and sister sought shelter in the Mimmesota Outfit, and Bets'
sister was fatally woundeds

In this same season, twentyefive bears were killed a short distance
from 8%, Paul, end prairie chickens were shot near the post office om Third s::et.

A now bell was mounted in the belfry of the first Presbyterian
Church, at the corner of Bench and Ste Foter streots, on Cctober 51, 1854,
Excepting the small steamboat bell presented by Captain Lovis Robert to the log

chapel of Ste Faul, this was the first church bell in the eity, The editor

of the Daily Democrat wrotes

By dint of labor, and pressing blacksmiths and ropes into
the service, it was in a few hours swinging in the unfinished belfry,
and at nine otclock that night, remarkeble in its calmess, and its
beautiful moonlight, its great iron heart began to throb, Its solemm

41. ‘?11113“. JQ Fletohﬂr, m HiBtOIfy of St. T"&Ul. De 5560
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pulsations were jJoyous to every men, woman and child in Ste Paul,
but productive of trembling astonishment to the painted Dalketas
encamped on the opposite bank of the river, lMany on that bright
sumner eve and on the bright, mild, and glorious Sabbath morn
which succeeded, wished what Schiller has so well express in the
"Lay of the Dell,' 42,
lLater, the bell was transferred to the belfry of the lethodist

church, having been purchased by that corngregation,

The restless tide of landseclkers was not %o be denied, While
the oity waited for remowval of the obstacles to progress, ’;:he energy and foresight
of its residents were evident everywhere, By the end of 1853, Indian treaties
had assured settlers of their lend titles, Some headway had beer made in the
building of roads and river trade was booming, 8St, Paul real estate values had
loubled for the fourth successive year. The gestative period was at an end and

a now era was in the offing.

42 The Dally Democrat, COet, 31, 1854,




City That Waited

The up-building of St\. Paul had, to some extent, its source in div-
0 —
ergent views. Out of a heteﬁeenenus population one could hardy expect hearty
accord in solving problems. Tender lpve-feasts or mutual admiration societies

Fdleg

were the exception rather than the rulé. Along with other she=heatashes was a
shortage of ready cash to enable well-meghing settlers to put their ideas into
execution. This didn't predispose to unruffled reactions. If you multiply
group comnlexities by individual attribufes you get, if not a city, at least a
step forward...perhaps. And then, too, dissenting opinions vanish in moments
of contagious hilarity.

New Year gayeties at St. Paul's American ‘and Central houses, and at
_Stillwater's new hotel, introduced the decade of the fifties. The lock of
winter sealed river and town. St. Paul, capital without territory, waited
for "the ice to go out," for the arrival of the first steamboat of the
season, for the cession of Indlan lands, for the mail and\news from Washing-
ton. Crusaders were needed and badly. Sibley's crusade was only a begin-
ning. But the ring of pionecr axes and hammers was muted in the bedlam on

/

far-away Capitol hill that required 63 ballots to name a house sveaker. Adams,

,

James T.- The Mar ch of Democracy, p. 378/.

The Chronicle and Register of March 30, 1850, found it difficult to be

opotimistic over:the gzeneral outlook. "Business...is wretchedly dull in all our

town. The populace...stand about the streets in isolated groups practicing th
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pastime of.the universal Yankee nation--whittling and occasionally casting an
anxious eye upon the surface of the river, as though they expected to see the
ice smash to pieces, or the mail wending its way upwards...The goods are all
sold...the teams have finished their hauling to the North...the sleighing is
over...the building season cannot actively commence just yet: and we are all
waiting for semething that is going to happen...we hove before many days, viz'
the opening of navigation;..save the eternal clatter of the sawmills at St.
Anthony and along the 8t. Croix, the Territory is asleep."

In April the ice began to break, and by the second week of the month
the water rose rapidly: bottom lands near Mendota and Fort Snelling were flooded
and it was remarked at St. Paul that a "steamboat, to make a landing:,mpuld

have to stick her nose a considerable distance up Jackson street." f;Shronicle

-~

and Register, April 6, 13, 1850 |, Flood danger, however, soon passed. On

April 19, the Highland Mary docked in St. Paul and once more the city went

<

I
1 s 2 \ \r2 2
about the strenuous business of growing up. = Minnesota Pioneer, Dec. 19,

1850 ).

: —

L
noted:.."%the hotels and,foarding houses are about filled already." ) Chronicle

—

The Highland Mary had brought five hundred passengers and the_press

and Register, April éfT?

Many changes cgreeted newcomers. Whereas, hardly a decade before, a

. u- : s
bleak warehouse bearing.the legend "P. Chg&eam, Jr. & Company" was the chief
] : : o A : : :
symbol of life on the St. Paul side, a snug citadel, Fort Snelling and its
A
Round Tower, qw bastioned the west bank. Midway, from Fort to Falls, and on

the grassy swales of Minneapolis' future<site, a sentry might have been seen
)

Yéwson, T. M. -- Pen Pictures (Sketch of

L

|

4 o = W
eating his lunch beneath a lone ozk.

Simeon P. Folsom) p. 68].

St. Paul was a primitive spot through most of the 1850's--not much im-

proved over what it was when John R. Irvine, who arrived in June, 1843, found

r;if(v»f/ Gl UL r‘/

"the main land covered with heavy timber and underbrush." Little indequto fore~

S Lals - . o
shadow a 017,5 future. "Upper Third street, from what is now Seven Corners to
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the Bluff," Mr. Irvine recalled, "was a quagmire, almost without bottom,

and was a source of great trouble for years to the owners of cows that would

q . '
{ ok # : - 4
get fast in its mirey depths." ‘1: ' :].

Captain Je ¥t Bell, arriving in 1880, 8aidi "Therd was nét’é hw@se‘l
north of Third street, except a few on Rgbert street.. . All boats landed at the Upper
levee at the foot of kagle street." [P$EVISCN\ *fF&H‘H;i-#”Tb) F-?iﬁ

In the summer of 1849, a contemporary had written, "the mercantile
business condisted of Loués Robert's store at the lower landingi Freeman,Lar-
penteur & Company's, “same place; Henry Jackson, just closing out, in his old
house on top of the bluff: W. H. Forbes, ’St.‘fgul Qutfit,' Bench, between
Jackson and Robert streets: J. W. Simpson, next door, and the large trading es-
teblishment of Olmstead & Rhodes, on Third street, in the old cabin...recently
removed to give place to the handsome new store of Mr. Chamberlain. This com-~
vleted the lower town.

"hen you traveied over an extensive corn and potato fifld to a little
clump of shanties andiballoon frames in the neighborhood of the 'American House.'
Here was Levi Sloan, upon his present site, with a small stock: and next above

the American were Messrs. Fuller, with a somewhat larger assortment. This was

- A
all..." L 716 _

N -

Vetal Guerin and Pen Gervais at last had neighbors more congenial than
the drunken Sioux who staggered out of Parrant's groggery under the bluff. Yet,
fringed as it was by dense clumps of cedar and tamarack, sprinkled generously with
hazel brush and native grass, and gullied at Jackson and Bagle streets, St. Paul

.
gave little promise of becomng a metropolis. A marsh in the ppesent vicinity of
ik : !
Eighth and Robert streets provided excellent duck shooting. g;wéon, T. M.--Pen
Pictures--p. 9%}.
Expansion came as new professional and trades people sought quarters.

Rapid growth did not really set in until 1854, but the capital saw many new faces

" i | 4 it
before that. The Cathcart brothers, Alexander H. and John W., and BEartley Presley

A\

were prominent Trerelramds.amdy’ builders and merchants to arrive in 1850. Bast

Presley ran a log cabin confectionery into an extensive wholesale fruit business
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and a fortune. Trucks bearing the name "B. Presley" are familiar today. Com-
monly of a Sunday morning a group of Sioux could be seen setting up a din outside
Bart's log store. They could only be placated by a choice'basket of Presley's
rottenest apnles.

R € $6 4.1 YT CLETTTSIE5 004900011 ELYCATIIDT NS
p Dr. David Day, physician and talented civic leader, arrived in this period.

" The new capital was now bursting with legal talent--25 lawyers. The Pioneer on
March 13, 1850, reported 15 stores doing business. Trade, however, was inclined
to lag during the summer of 1850. Poor crops down valley were blamed. St. Paul,
though, went on growing. Pine lumber originating at Minnesota mills and worth
ten or eleven dollars a thousaffd feet in St. Louis, "sold readily at St. Pgul for
17 dollars per thousand." ‘ ﬂjhesota Pioneer, August 15, 1855]-

In the midsummer of 1851, Thomas Curran opened the "World's Fair" store on
the corner of Third and Robert étreets. Constituting the chief attraction of
Curran's emnﬁriﬁm were his two comely déughters who waited on trade.

Sturdy St.‘Pauli%es of the Fifties were less tolerant of wmfexiunate polit-
ical appointeés than they had been before. There was general satisfaction with
Governor “amsgy's offic&al acts, but other Territorial appointments did not meet

St Pav Lites

with the same unanimous approval. Peey naturally resented a contemptuous attitude

toﬁard the people of the Territory. "I at least," Judge Cooper had written, "stand
somewhat higher than my brethren,?f\the Bench. But even this...is no compliment to

1% /

me, a8 I am rated by fools." [; : oover to Ramsey, Nov. 2, 184%]. Although such

an utterance might be exvected from a man who had been appointed Associate Justice

of the Territory because he was brother of a senator it could not be overlooked any
more than hﬁs>ridiculqus vanity. Exasperated at Cooper's frequent absences from

,»hfv‘,’i,c\.}(';rk oL
his post and other demelietions tﬁe people decided to do something. Nor did they

,éﬂU&AE¥ A '
overlook thé other'notable object of Editor Goodhue's choice invectives, Ma Mite

Aehellufﬁ- Alexander M. Mitchell , another appointei, even more frequegtly a truant

d e . 1%
from duty than Cooper.(gggéé;oked the dislike of the settlers;‘ Marray, William

Pitt, "Recollections of Early Territorial Days and Legislation," MHC, vol. 12,

po. 107-1@51.
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Political rivalries had become extremely bitter and the city was divided

into "eliques, factions, and clans." EFbid., vol. 12, pps 11%:1. Goodhue's
fine allotment of epithets never ran thin, his editorisl rapier-thrusts not
only struck Home—butc flre but blazed with contagious heat. "Every man was armed
with wihh sametnlngz MLan;Aﬁ;d 5éﬁﬁé;i;gt show himself without his pockets full of
rocks which was my situation exactly and I made them count, too. Yougw?uld have
laughed to see me spread myself. Our party came off victorious." {%Qééd Fuller,
5t. Paul, to George R. Fuller, Scotland, Conn., January 19, 1851; Fulier— Abbie,
Abve & Family Paneré].

Dissatisfaction with Coover and Mivchell at last reached the ears of high
officials in Washington, D. C., and Sibley revorted in July that "Mitchell will
have to go to M(innesota) forthwith, resign, or be removed. So the President told me in
8o many words. I told him M (itchell) was here endeavoring t5 have better men than
himself removed from office, simply because they would not degrade themselves or the

-t

Territory by voting for him. I have just rc;zéfié a letter from the de=partwment.

Dept. of State, inquiring of me whether Judge Cooper & Marshall M(itchell) are

here at home '1nfplscharpe of their duties. This looks onlnzgus for these two

gentlemen... [:?T H. Sibley, Washington, to John H. Stevens, July 1, 1851, Stevens

Papergl. Mitchell resigned shortly thereafter.

An event of June, 1850, of high moment in the annals of steamboat travel,
accentuated the issue that claimed first place in the settlers' minds--the matter
of opening the Sioux lands to white settlement. High water from the spring freshets
of 1850 had swollen the Minnesota river until steamers were able to ascend far up-
stream.

The Minnesota river, mown by the Indiasns as Ashikiibogi-Sibi or the

"river of the
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green 1e§f,“ because of the contrast between the bright foliage along its banks B
and the somber 6 pines of the northern rivers, had not received much attention up
to this tim:;;\#’bteamer had ascended this stream as far gs the Indian village

of Shakopejjin 1842,

On June 28,1850, the Anthony Wayne under Captain Daniel Able, with the incentive

of a $225 purse, sailed on an oxczpsfbn "up the unknown waters of the St. Peter
1€

river now called the Minnesota." (€athcart,Rebecca Marshall, "A Sheaf of Remini-
scences," MHC, Vol. 1§7§5é;'529). The Wayne reached the foot of the rapids near
Carver, The brimming, fresh river and the rolling,tree-covered land impressed

the excursionists, and the reports which they brought back to St, Faml whetted the
a;;et;ties of land-seckers,

Steamboat competition stimulated further navigation of the Minnesota. The Nominee
surpassed the mark of the Wayne, but on July 20 the latter boat recaptured honors by
reaching a point a few miles below the present city of M ,7¢\ The Yankee reached
Judson (above Mankato) in Blue Earth cOunty)in midsummer; 5 hes, Thomas, "A History
of Steamboating on the Minnesota River," MHC. ﬁgi. 10,Part 1,pp.131-136),

ThePexcursions into the promised land held by the Siou{)hastenad the drive to
acquire the empire overdue. St.Paul with—eemmereial instinct headed thf%’campaign.
The anomalous position of St, Paul prior to the Sioux treaty of 1852, can only be

. ’ an 1nverted
realized upon a study of its trade area. It was the capital of antmrritsry triangle
of territory  bounded on the north by a line running due* east from the Mississippi
river just below Princeton to the St.Croix and extending southward to Point Douglas,
within the angle of those two rivers, Aside from the Fembina coleny, the remainder of
Minnesota waéti%iiéii Indian domain,

Another group of growing impatience carried on the mamxpx campaign for the Indian
1and cessions from St, Anthony. Messrs. Steele and Stevens headedtkix this delegation

J
r ML If/ M‘d’ .
&haa'practically camped 1n Washington,D.C.,through mest of 185i Few Minnesotans a#
dasy var
thi==Tote date _may realize bat the establishment of Minneapolis/
aw
waitw‘ up0n Congress and the War Department officials to release the

Reservation territory wesix across from St. Anthony for pre-emption and settlement,
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In his message to the second legislature on January 1, 1851, Ramsey dealt with X
~this . matter, the Sioux lands, and'whicEAhad been uppermost in his mind since his

arrival as Governor. So long as the Sioux held I:Eal title and dominance of the
an
wEztsr trans-Mississippi lands, de=

Wi : Ieavden
velopment wemddsbe stalemated. Since 1849 the question had become acute, duwe=te«

K
newcomers were already pressing into the forbidden land.

—— A /)
PT pandialiiy Alas
Ramsey,moved largely by his concern for the future of the Territory>

by his prejudice against Indians, admitted~that the newcomers were treslgassing
but went on to praise their entarprisé.
Memorial Balogy, pgge 728). His only suggestion was that settlement be made legal
and the land opened as soon as possibie.' His suggestions approvad negotiations were
immedita immediately begun for a treaty .zﬁﬂ’( %

The Governor and Luke Lea were designated as commissionérs to treat with the

Sioux, During the last days of June,1851, a vast crowd gathered at Traverse des

Sioux “on a lovely prairie which rises gently from the Minnesota river," The

Sioux assembled ﬂin full i?stumes with eagle pluﬁes & turkey beards , deer tails

& horsa tails &c.” Indian traders, & men of French, half breed & American blood"
il , - a(\_rﬂ? j

m who ha:Lsfina.ncial interest in the Indian trade/ came to witne»ss the
deliberations., sﬂayer, Frank Blackwell,"With Pen and Pencil on The Frontier in
1851", MHS, St. Paul, 1932, pp.145-149(),

Of the entire body of whites in attendance at the conference, Ramsey is said to
have been the only one who worked "from no sordid motives." The traders present
exerted a strong 1nfluen;g(;;;‘éhe treaty, since it would give the Indians money
which the traders migkf“blaim in payment for goods advanced. The treaty was signed
on July 23, 1851. {B )f, G en, James H,, Alexander Ramsey, A Memorial Ehlogy,‘ég 729).

The opening of the western lands was a matter of great moment to St, Paul, It

Wt e aiicantas
would undouhtedly attract many, settlers and commerce would be extended dua-be-—tire

I\ A:urft(péﬂw mn L."th (r(mf mfr
~foot-tred Minnesota river navigation wouldﬂhann-i*e—éoon&uuai&n—that.nit{i The

treaty opening the land was ratified by the United States Senate on June 26,1852, thus

opening 23 million acres of new land.
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The significance of the occasicn was not missed in St, Paul: "At sunset ...

our people piled up fire barrels and kindled up blazing illuminations, along

the bluff, notwithstanding the moon took all the shine out of the bon-fires;

and speeches were made by Mr. Baker and Mr. Phillips and we know not by whom
besides, In fact, it was one of the nights we read of, but such as few if any

three year old towns have exPerieyzad» Nothing was wanting but the ringing

iy
of our half dozen bells: ..." (ﬂiaﬂesota Pioneer, July 1,1852()

#hile in the cold light of intervening decades, the rapacity of the White

Father may be deploredg/the three treaties that uprooted the Redmen were
; o J low uf‘""u\. T ‘1:5 Ot il
necessary«— Lt mwwzkéx LAt NG I A TR )} e L’“"'

The chiefs at Traverse des Sioux upon signing the quit claim deed to their
ancestral domain}wére !5 ¥ tpulled by the blanket' and directed to a place a few
feet distant where on the head of a barrel ... lay another documégjzﬁﬁ\be signe¢?£’
Joseph R, Brown held the pen and all the chiefs signed but two."kL;jiWEll,W.W.-
History of Minnesota, ¥ol. 1 p.282). Thereby, the "traders' paper" was validated
and the traderé' claims against individual Indians had to be satisfied out of
the treaty funds before their distribution.

The oncoming settlers! debt to the traders,however, may be best expressed
in the words of William Pitt Murrays

"It may be said," he wrofe,"that while Governor Ramsey and Luke Lea, United
States commissioners, have always been credited with the making of the Indian
treaties of Traverse des Sioux, Mendota, and Pembina, and properly so, yet had
it not been for such men as Henry H. Sibley, Martin McLeod, Norman W. Kittson,
William H, Forbes, and Alexis Bailly, these treaties would never have been made.
They were the power behind the thro*ne;d%g:u%hey were all Indian traders, had been
in the country for many years, spoke the languages of the Dakotas and Ojibways,

67 He Hodpe

and t s confidence. It was to their interest that these treaties should be

N
Crindinn V“""d A

nmade, as the Indians were largely in debt to them,‘egéfhence they used all their

A N

influence to assist iquaking of the treaty. The commissioners did not do much
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more than feed the Indisps”and kmdiwidwaisx indicate what they wanted; the

' }
traders did the rest." (LMurray, Hon., Wm. P = Recollection of Barly Territorial

Days and Legislation, 7.120).
Wv—ﬂ/&.-v Mk

AEHHHEwn%fhe derelictions of the Great White Father and the trader and the
re#reat of game and other bounties of nature, the Indian often knew want, Chief
< SR )
Ho}é—ln-TheéDay of the Ojibways was in St. Paul and St.Anthony in mid-Jamuary

of the Treaty year, and made an eloquent and pitiable plea for foed for his

/u,d’ Jew
starving people. St.Paulites responded,but scoresﬁperished from disease and

want.

In contrast,St.Paul was offered a ludicrous?abeétabié'after the signing
of the Mendota Treaty and the break-up of the big pow-wow on Pilot Knob early
in August of 1851, The Sioux bands of Little Crow,Wabasha,and minor chiefs

the week after the Treaty pay-off)went shopping for horses in St. Paul.

¥,.. an Indian always purchases a horse on a different principle from a

MMalia,
white man," wrote Neill," If he desires a white horse, all other considerations
A

are secondayy.... The week subsequent to the treaty there was a general clearing
out of worn-out nags from the livery stables of the Capital; and, when the

,»cavalcade started.,.. it was a %xz scene to excite the laughter of a stoiec."
g P

/A . a) E. ). p
k}iﬁNeill. Basaemtdy~- History of St.Paul.’ 561)3 A few weeks later, the same

Indians were in want for provisions.
e e

7De;pite St. Paul's pioneer cast of Indians,traders, and Frenchmen, a new
company had moved upon its prﬁ;eval stage. The town very soon divided into
two distinet social groups. The New Englanders, particularly the women,
attempted to transplant//heir native tradition\ intact in the harsher soil of
their new homes.lﬁﬁigﬁise;the odds against them they preserved the amenities,

the caste lines, morality and culture of "the Rock-bound coast." Whiskey was,

for all practical purposes, the line of,d1 ision. The New Englanders gave

their allegiance to sarxparilla cider;s' EZinnesota Democrat, St.Paul,July 15,

1851) while the earlier settlers, the half-bloods, and & the French element,
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. A
found "whiskey hoe-downs" more to their 1iking.\(Bisho;, «//i{ Floral Home, fﬂlOl).

Even the most respected of t ry early settlers were addicted to hard liquor
/ At .‘ / B
in embarrassing quantitiesl "(Rail Fence Corners, 17 ¥

A Sons of Temperance sﬁééfer had been organized May 8,1849, The following
year a St,Anthony group hall been organized.These with the newly-formed Temperance
Watchmen regarding the strict temperance regulations of Maine as model ordinances
brought the issue quickly to head. The liquor control law was put to a vote
April 5,1852,and with the villages of St.Anthony Falls and Stillwater almost
exclusively settled by people from Maine,it passedgedwhdys St.Faul and Little
Canada showed majorities against the law. St.Paul Temperance advocates had

Yenaxgreatxmaisrkryxafxeisizens xinMinna s Eax
on the day of election, opened a hall end provided free entertainment and a banquet.
Those atiswdmdxhs attending had been asked to take the pledge.

The vote é;;fﬂamsey county was close, 528 aye,497 nay. The newspapers
commented that "church bells ring, and so do the glasses. Everybody-celebrates
the advent of the Temperance Millenium by getting gloriously drunk. ﬁi%ioneer and
Democrat Weekly, April 28 1858/), On May 1,185 the restrictions went into effect.
The dry victory however)was shorb—lived\\*LMeray. Margaret, The Prohibition Move-

ment in Minnesota From 1849 to 1856, term paper, Hamline University, St.Paul. &

At

fhe next general election, opponents of liquor regulation rallied to elect a

majority in the state legislature and the dry laws were repealed, On the night
of the repeal, " a large stéamboat bell was mounted upon wheels, and attended by
scores of miserable beings, went booming through the streets ... proclaiming
degth to the temperance principles, and loud hurrahs for the movers of repeal."
‘\Lé%oral Homes, ppe 110-111), , )
e [ 57
The Yankee did not éf;fenfeﬁ'as eas11v on other matters.1‘Fhe ladies main-
tained their gentiiity]L In so;e of‘it they were snobbish bat in many matters
they made the city conscious of some responsibility beyond the moment. They
nurtured the struggling beginnings of education and culture. If they were all

too conscious of social position, they were also conscious of a need for people
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like themselves,

From the east they brought housdplants with which they made the windows bright
with fuchsia, geraniums, roses, and"heliotrope. New settlers were welcomed by
being presented with slips started under inverted tumblers. They wrote "back east"
of the 1little things in their lives: of the visit to Fountain Cave which was
" really worth going to see; the swallows were flying out of the sides of the cave
and such a beautiful stream of wéter. They are building a saloon near the cave,
it will be finished in about a it think we may happen up there about that time
and have some ice creams ....mk;Sérgh Cummins Fuller, St.Paul, to Elizabeth
Kingsley Fuller, June 12, 1852fji;of birth and death and trivia, "Mrs. Neill
has a young son two days old = Hurrah for these ministers, Mrs. Simms has a
daughter, Mrs, Selby a Canary bird & 160 chickens in their new house which is
one an&(half story high the lower half being undergrgund, and the upper being
in the early pointed style... Mrs, 2iXddm Tilden is back again under the name
of Babcoi@ -= Isn't it a shame for her to be married so socon after making such
a fuss? I have not been to see her at all, maybe I shall when her first
hussandxhasxbeen
husband has been dead a year .... The Ladies keep up their sewing Society, meet

every week, have got me in as Secretary & Treasurer so as to mske me go regularly

you see +... I attended poor young Tracyds funeral ... sorrowing that one so

s

worthy end industrious should ... suffer unto death,??ﬁiia worthless loafers

and idle drunkards live to curse and shame humanity.'-gzﬁtella Selby to Elizabeth
Fuller, December 12, 1852 Fuller Papers ),

While St, Paul early felt the influence of this nucleus of high social and
cultural attributes, the institution of the Church, Protestant and Catholic, served
to consolidate these spiritual and material gains, Ecclesiastic even in name,

St. Paul <#ape made rapid strides in the early fifties.
Catholic parishioners saw the city become the center of a bishopric. Newly

consecr;kgkséyBishop Rt. Reve Joseph Cretin arrived in July,1851,tc inaugurate an

intensive building and educational program, 'ic&r-General Augustine Ravoux,the
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ever—fiithfulland energetiécgef;gr of souls, had prepared the way for Bishop
Cretin by arranging for the purchase of suitable ground for a new cathedral,
school, and bishop's residence.

"I considered the purchase of the twenty=two lots (for $900) a very good
bargain for the church, as also a good one for Mr. Vetal Guerin, because it
was understood that the cathedral and other buildings would be erected on block
seven, and such improvement would increase the value of Mr. Vetal Guerin's

property," wrote M#x Rev. Fr. Ravoux,

—

——

"eo... Before the lapse of five months after his (Bishop J. Cretin's) arrival
in Saint Paul," continue& the pioneer priest,"he had erected on block 7, in
Saint Paul Proper, a brick building 84 feet long by 44 wide, three stories and
2 half high, including the basement. That building became immediately the second
cathedral of Saint Paul, and also the second residence of the Rt. Rev. Bishop, of
his priests and seminarians; and in a few months after, some apartments of the
basement were used as school-rooms for boys. The young girls were also to be

provided with Catholic schools, and, in 1852, the Sisters of Saint Joseph devoted

themselves in Saint Paul to the holy work of thelr institute, and they opened

their schools on the property of the church, on Third street. ...}“Lﬁavoux, Rev. Fr.
Augustine= From an article in Northwestern Chronicle = axcerpt from A History of
the City of 5t, Paul and the County of Ramsey, by J. Fletcher Williams = Collections
of Minn., Hist, Soc.vVol. IV = Published by the Society = St. Paul, 1876),

” The roots of Protestant denominations as well as Catholic had been well
established‘5¥e'the decentennial of the Catholic parish,however, Rev, E.D, Neil
was exhorting his Presbyterian flock in a fine brick church,successor to the
one destroyed in St. Paul's first fire, The Baptists,Methodists,and Ep‘scopalians
had places of worship and well defined congregations by the summer of 1850.
The trio,the Rev, Messrs., Breck,Merrick, and Wilcoxson,coming in 1850, had set

e EP3carn - - 4
up the GCommmemnbbsnel faith in a tent, perhaps the first of the iypdenl ahodes




The management ]
"t

t of Mazourka Hall continued to cater to XNEXEXEXENFEX his pleasure-
e ~ \ A

~ ~
. - . M . - ) A . 14 )
loving clientild /competing with Lott Moffebt in that arts To thig end e took
stock of his quarters and made \necessary improvements. ffhe classit vpaintings
\ |

adorning MazourkasHall were, acgording to the Minnesota

A
Y L The management of Mazourka Hall continued to cater to their pleasure-

“ Toving clientile, competing with the amiable Lott Moffett in that art. To
7;f/ OO B R - CrMhts
this end imDrovements)deamed NeCessary, wess made he classic paintings adorn-
/ A

/f/\;-—(,/k 7 3
ing Mazourka Hall, according to the Minnesota Pioneer, "from the prolific brush of
A

Mons. Schinotti, representing the Nine Muses, and several pespectable ladies of the

']
¥

‘gantheon) especially Diana." The ®Broprietors (Elfelts) were avparently leaving
nothing undone.

The shouts snd laushter of children mingled with the heavier voices of

dn i;'i 4‘»." /4,

adults in the merrymaking incidental tqﬂwinter seeutas "Coasting on sleds, from
the top of the hill at the lower landing (to the river)...is a favorite amusement now

with the boys of our town, Canadians, Americans, and Halfbreeds, of all sizes,

complexhons and costumes, mingling in the svort."
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.agsut%' f,%f%*ifl:iigﬁaggr. This trio of rugged
English faith roamed(@hu«ennkgons—ef St.Paul agﬁ/St. Anthonynéﬁléissionary
“Work and the Rev. Mr. Breck acquired a vaunted reputation as a pedesﬁrian to
distant points of worship. The corner farxkhaiexshurehx: stone forsa new

church,"Christ's Church of the City of St. Panl: was laid by Rev. Mr, Gear,

chaplain of Fort Snelling, 6n September 5,1850 and the new edifice was con=

EEErEsatEd secr?s%g in May,1851, a crowning tribute to the efforts of the
/
/.
i

missionary trios " The Rise and Progress of St. Panlﬂg‘L Daily Democrat,

Oct. 28,1854, St, Paul),

The Baptists, forty-niners also,boasted a small but dignified ¥IZzspksdx
white church magnificently situated. "On Jackson Street between Fourth and
Seventh streets," recalls an early resident)"about where the new Hill Building
now stands, was a steep hill some fifty feet high. On its summit, reached by
a wooden stairway from Jackson street, stood a small church edifice belonging
to the Baptists, end one or two other buildings. This hillisloped down to the
east, and finally disappeared in a morass called Bapt:::JgE;;iZ The eminance

gﬁag 72_‘.=
was usedﬁas a lookout to watch for incoming steamersa LDnnn (Andrew C.‘;

I
Papers, "Leaves From the Tablets of My Memory Concerning Eerly Days of Minnesota~=
by Andrew C, Dunn of Winnebago, Minn., H.S.M. Mss Div'n.),
, ] L

f/.The white painted churches and houses early became a landmark to river Xama
travelers as they rounded the bend down—fiver. The steeples and congregations
increased withi;dvent of immigrant Germans and Scandinavians and new religious
sects. Three churches, the Episcopal First Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic ,
early acqui;ed Brgang%\ Rev. Neillts church boasted the more costlvrone made
by the new York firm of Hall & Laback, but it had the unhappy fate of being
accidentally km tumbled into the river upon its shipment upstream.ly

Schools became another cornerstone of this pioneer society. To Rev. Rx.
Wikitxmyax Thomas Smith Williamson,who with the Pond brothers pioneered Pres—

byterienism, in Minnesota, wa must go credit for lending first impetus to a

public school system in St. Paul. Communicating with the president of the
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 Comminicating with the president of—the National Board of Education, Governor
Wt Povdf

@atde Slade, §§ was instrumental in getting the services of Miss Harriet E.
Bishop. That was 1847s48, The town's first school board named in December,
1849, had comprised William H. Forbes,BEdmund Rice, E.,D,Neill, J.P.Parsons, and
B.V.Hoyt. .Barly in 1850,a school house for lower town was erected ;; Jackson
street above Fifthganiﬂﬁi:éagMiss Scofield taught. Miss Bishop resumed duties
at the Bench street school and Rev, C.H.Hobart taught a school for boys in the
Methodist church., ¥pgsr In 1851,upper town had two schools mastered by B.B.
Ford and Miss E.Brewster and lower town two schools supervised by G.H.Spencer
and Miss Bass.

" St. Paul's first high school Ysjjjpened in 1852_with G.H.Spencer as principal.
Tt

¥5 A room Biged for this use was situated on the third floor

el:ifthe Stees & Hunt's furniture store. The school program varied little the

next two years, although a puil ic high school and an evening school were envisaged.

Parochial schools/of course/played a prominent part in the edmcational pro=—
gram. Prior to 1850, schools in the Territory at large were mostly connected with
the Mission established among the Indians. Dr., Williamson's long service ;;\;s
missionary at Kaposia no doubt enabled him to see quickly the need for a school
on his occasional sermons in Henry Jackson's house in St.Paul.

The Episcopaliens established the first parochial school in St. Paunl with
J.H.Craige in charge, The Romah Catholic parochial classes made great progress
with the advent of Bishop Oretin and teaching members of several Catholic orders.
A school was also conducted by a Miss Ogen in the basement of the Second Presbyterian
church.

The Sisters of St. Joseph came to St. Paul in 1851 and opened a boarding and
day school on or near Bench street)at the behest and encouragement of the newly
consecrated bishop,the Reverend Joseph Cretin. Although St. Paul by that date

had fairly cleared the stumps out of Third street,the apprehensiongof the first

colony of four sisters of the order were little mitigated. Taking tearful farewell
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of their companions at the Mother House in Carondolet,St. Louis, they boarded
the steamer St. Paul a Tuesday evening,October 28,1851, for the long trip north,
The four members of the party weres Mother St. John Fournier, of France;
Sister M. Philomene, France; Sister M. Scholastica Velasquez, a French and
Spanish Creole, of St. Louls, and Sister Frances Joseph Ivory, of Loretto,Penn,
They spent one night at Galena and went on to Prairie du Chien, where they

were the guests of Rev. Father Galtier,founder of the new mission and christener
: ‘ "
A L f & jA‘_

“a

of the young capital,St.Paul. He expféssed pleasure at the prospect of a'new
school and accompanied the sisters on board the steamer for a short trip upriver.
That the Catholic bishop and his aldes experienced hardship in their efforts

is ®vident, Bishop Rev. Cretin listed ten villages and trading posts in the dio~
whether
cese and pupils at the mission schools /wers Indian,mixed blood,or white were

from poor families.
AemBk.At St. Paul,a boys! school was conducted in the basement of the

Cathedral, first under an ecclesiastical student Thomas Murray and later by
2

A At ldAgr L ¢ <
—others: One of the latter, a Daniel Fikgher wrote: "The Catholics are very poor
A

here == they are half=breeds, Canadians and Irish, The Yankees have all the
influence, gbgkwealth and the power,although they are not near as numerous as
the others';jii%}c.m; Fide b ot - LW ) (Mot W*WL“J Vhis fercnee)

And further he wrote:"... What am I doing do you think? I am teaching the
Catholic school! =- My mission is among the dirty little ragged Canadian and
Irish boys. Every day, morning and afternoon, I practice patience with these

wild little fellows == try to teach them who God is and then to instruect them
ment
in the mysteries of A.B.C. ,,," This ecclesiastic longed for appoiandq to

an Indian mission which he thought a sinecure in comparison to his St,FPaul

task, _.
' 7§

) 4 «Cox, Sister Ignatius Loyole= Notes on the Early History of the Sisters
) of St. Joseph in Minnesota. Acta Et Dicta;Vol. 111 No. II,July 1914.

{
|




o)

1

.

D0,

UlE

4
b=
4

erin

u

ur

actlion

CllC lé

penel




plsc ‘50 Histo of St. Paul
Chap. Ve City That Waited

Material progress was evidenced also in civic improvements during 1851. Wrote
Goodhue in the Riwmsmrx Minnesota Pioneer,October 9 : ".... The large brick Catholic
building 1is now enclosed, the Court House is daily growing, and the Capitol is in
progress. A noble work of rock emcavation is nearly completed on Bench street =
the opening and grading of Fourth Street is in the way of being done, and a new
bridge built on Jackson street = Third street is thronged with people, and our
town is full of animation, hope and energy." Sioux daily lounged about the con=
gtruction scene of the bridge being built across the ravine to upper Jackson street.
Much like the hangers-on/%i a steamshovel scene of today, the Indians were all but
willing to bet the brickwork and forms for the bridge arch would never hold and great

i

ef'was their consternation at the black magic when theaﬂuunnn-lrstructure held together,
Q* = Po Qebiee P D

\ "Messrs, Rey and Carlioz ,"noted one acc0unt)“ have commenced building in -the

upper town, a short distance back of the American Hotel, a large & four story stone
building for a Hospital. It will be under the superintendence o?}yﬁ\Carlioz y &
French Physician of distinguished eminence in his profession,.." ’ ‘&inn. Dem,

Weekly, Mar. 10, 1852)‘

.

& Dy X" Virdlb CALAN 4
kJ 1h11e St. Paul society may have begun to polarize into molds of Lo gqn#iie aﬂd

thﬁ’commoner,many able and colorful characters were seen upon her streets! Dl
SprSema: Lott Moffett, the kindly innkeeper; Louis Robert,river captain and merchast;
CoPsLull,Charlie Cave, Joe Rolette, irrepressible bon=vivant from PembinajIke Markley,
John P, Owens,Jim Vincent; Col. McKenty,of "Broad Acres| Col. Goodhue, Sam Sargent,
Col. Burton of the Central House:; Henry Jackson,postmaster:Bill Taylor,the colored
barber and cotillion caller;Jim Thompson,ferryman; Tom Odell with a squaw wife;

Parson Willoughby, of the Aeolian church; 0ld Bets and Wooden=legged Jim,her brother;
o -

Hock=Washta, "who always wore a plug hat full of ribbons and pigees of galico;
3
/
jﬁ n = Pen Pictures)

Julia, the pretty squaw, and Popcorn Johnson, the popcorn vengiex"‘)l ew
i
Ps 30B), ‘\,,_,,//
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"The Preparatory Department building of the Minnesota University," wrote

the Minnesota Democratic Weekly,November 15," thanks to the persevering efforts

of J.W.North,Esq., has been erected, and is now ready for the reception of
Studentse... We do not doubt that the University to be erected at St. Anthony is
destined to become one of the most popular and successful institutions of learning

in the United States.," This sanguine prophesy has been well realized byghé in=

-5'_,‘ e AN L e Ak
stitutioql agking third in sizeﬂin the United States.

An institution to become Macalester college received its first great impetus
in January of 1853, Rev. E.D. Neill,having launched a school for advanced studdntsl
obtained a considerable donation from M,W.Baldwin,Philadelphia. The institution
fo;vith became the Baldwin school. The following year,it was chartered as the
College of St. Pau{}and"a handsome stone edifice,three stories in heighth..."was
built.

St. Paul's first business college wms also was launched with the announcement:

"for the study of Double and Single Entry Book-keeping at Comb!s Book=storee..e

Terms for a {}pal course of instruction, $15.002 . W.S. Combs,cor.St.Anthony and
4
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Immigration was daily adding to St. Taul's population in the steamboat
season. German immigrants in 1852 were already @clipsing the early French stock
and were the first large foreign element.

By a strange coincidence two men, born the same year in two different
countries, and both with a flair for colonization, one a churchmen and the other
a promoter, were destined to meet in St. Paul, far from the scene of their birth,
to become fast friends and to wield a great influence not only on local history
but on that of Minnesota and the entire Northwest.

John Ireland, afterwards Archbishop, born in County Kilkenny, the "Emerszld
Isle," was the first, becaus@ he came to St. Paul in 1852 James J. Hill, born
near Guelph, Ontario, of Scotch-Irish descent, was the second to arrive--just
four years later. Both were born in 1832.

It secmed inevitable that these two men, the future well known American
Catholic prelate and the future railroad king, should gravitate td the same city,
meet as if by predestination, combine their unusual talents and by co-ordinated
efforts build the "empire of the West."

John Ireland was fourteen years old when he came to St. Paul wifh his
parents in 1852. Thousands of his countrymen were to follow. Occasional Scan-
dingvian families arrived that year.

During this period, Normen W. Kittson, 1lst., platting Kittson's Addition,
became identified with the town. James M. Winslow, builder of hotels bearing his
name, in St. P&ter, St. Anthony, and St. Paul; Charles Fillmore, brother of the
late President; H. A. Schliek, merchant, and the O'Gormsns were among arrivals
the same year, as was also Joseph R. Ern&n, following Rice and Sibley. Sibley

cast his lot with St. faul in the purchase of the Minnesota Ploneer.

A tragedy of this year was the death of James M. Goodhue, editor and

oublisher of the town's first newspaper--on August 27, 1852. Goodhue died at his

14, X I 'l’[",:i

residence, Third and St. Peter streets, after a brief illness. His phycical en=
the previous year,

Tounten with Joseph Goonerv\in which he was stabbed in the abdomen, was believed

to have been sn indirect cause, however. In Goodhue's de#ith, St. Paul lost one

of ri ' i
its most able and fervid lesders. He never ceased his crusades for civic
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improvements. These included urging of a public waterworks, replanning of city
streets and establishment of ®® parks. He had neither asked for nor given
quarter in his battles for any project he considered worthy, any cause he deemed
just. The editor was buried near Lake Como, but the location of his grave is
unknown to this day and so unmarked.

The legislature of 1853 opened with a heated battle over the speakership
that finally went to Dr. David Day , of St. Panl. Willis A. Gorman, appointee of
ident Pierce, arrived in the spring of 1853 to succeed Governor Alexander Ramsey.

His advent marked a new storm center in territorial vpolitics. Gorman and his ad-

herents attempted to condemn Ramsey's tenure and career by bringing charges aga inst

him in connection with payment of Indian trééty funds. Governor Gorman made many
enemies in Minnesota, and before expiration of his term in 1857 a movement to im-
reach him got under way. A man of military as well as political background, he

led a fiery career to earn his particular niche in state historical annals.
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In the spring of 1853, St. Paul was still =we?TTHETTEE==uer lacking the means
of carving an empire from wilderness « good tramsportation. Commerce it had, Immiw
grents it had, but rapid growth was impossible without ready access to the interior,
The river furnished entrance to the country. Roads hewn through forests had made
possible a few stage lines,chiefly between St., Paul and St, Anthony and St. Paul
and Prairie du Chien. A railroad was the dream of every legislator and residént
of St.Paul and vicinity in 1853,

E—— :

Major TYSlmmEx Isaac I, Stevens,mswiler of the U.S. Army, was assigned the duty
of exploring a survey route for a Pacific railroad from St. Paml on April 8,1853.
He arrived in St. Paul May 27 to outfit and begin the survey expedition., St.Paul
was to walt many months,a seeming age, before this preliminary work bore fruit.

2 T Ty
Meanwhile, Bhe struggled with $3® ssason-controlled roads and rivers, The obstacle
of poor roads was to prove even more annoying‘fhan thg'liberation of Indian il
and government lands for exploitation and settlement,
. in St. Paul

Quick to exploit cultural possibilities’Physicians met73u1y 28,1853, to organize
the Minnesota Medical society. A state agriculturel society earlier had been
established to make plans for the first fair at Fort Snelling, In numberless ways,
Ste Paul was readying itself for its historic role.

"e.. The first house=numbering of an establishment in St. Paul," noted the

r 4
Minnesotian Weekly October 15,1853)" was perpetrated yesterday upon Robertx'street.

Cathcart, Kern & Co.'s Crystal Palace stands as No, 20, in bold figures, upon that
popular thoroughfare. The City is coming alongl"

Citizens of St. Paul were agogﬂgzbé newwiilullgix Norweglan means of transporta=-
tion, appeswing-in-the—eity, "Some of the Norwegians who reside here,use the Lapland
snow skates," ;HI..-Iﬁ remarked the Miggggpta Pioneer. "...One of these snowskates

arrived in town last week from lske Superior, having traveled at the rate of eighty

miles or less, a day."
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Out of the Superior country also had come a Danish gentleman and trader, Dr.
Charles W, Borup to establish on May 1, 1851)the first banking firm in St. Pauls
On June 1 of the following year, Hr. Borup joined forces with Charles H., Oakes
to establish the banking firm of Borup & Oakes at Third and Jackson streets, This
bank was the nucleus of St.Paulls banking system and withstood the lean years to
follow. By 1853 eight additional St. Faul banking firms -er—families were in oper-
ation,

important

Dr.Borup should not be passed over without Pié recognition as one of the ¥¥uX¥
zreat figures of Minnesota history. Cultured and talented in music as well as the
social amenities,Dr, Borup came to Mackinaw,Lake Superior in 1831 and became a
trader with the Chippewas in the Rainy Lake region., He was in all likelihood the
first physician in that section of the country., He became chisf agent fme of the
American Fur company,then controlled by P.Ch%?eau,Jr.& Co., of St.Louis)and lived
at Fort Snelling and Leech Lake before coming‘to St.Paul in 1849, The homes of
the Borups and the Oakes early bec%?g;mgccas for the gocially and musically in=
clined young people of the city. ('_ggE; g <Pen Pictures pl70),

Federal money brought in to satisfy Indian claims and to support military and
governmental activity was the city's life blood of trade, The only major addition
to this capital was the money that settlers brought with them. St. Paul's trade
with settlers was estimated at $390,000 during 1853, while gwvernment trade during
the same year amounted to $400,000.

Following a large payment to the Indians, it was observed that "The merchants
are reaping a rich harvest. The Indisps—wmre as plentiful in town as mosquitos in

Pl M\t \
summer; but they are more welcome. # ((Pe eg%on,William Je, "The Early History of
\\ f‘fi
ol

Steamboating on the Minnesota River," Minnesota History, ;GI. 11;;%. 2)June 1930,

pp.130=131 ), Any delay in the arriv?i;pf government funds usually resulted in
M X

"distressing financial paroxysms." {ason,Adolph, "The Beginning of Bangﬁig in
WV, .
Minnesota," Minn. History Collections,/ybl. 12, St.Paul,’%ige 685),

Since Minnesota was importing practically everything it used, and eXports
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were meagre, this money was drained away almost as fast as it came in, As A
result of this situation Governor Ramsey in 1852 resorted to the extraordinary
procedure of delaying Indian payments “fﬁ}&I?Ee was sure the River had closed so
-1/
: 5
the money might remain in the Country. ‘N,LA:F.Fuller to George Fuller, Nov, 21,
1852, Fuller Papers). Development of St. Paul was seriously retarded by the lack

a2
Minnesota Pioneer, St.Paul, Nov,.7,

maifkie
Such civie marks of maturity as a Zss-woiunbeessiiie. company,msmi the Oakland
been

Cemetery, and a separate postpffice building had & acquired by 1853, The

of capital. No bank or loan company was yqj/”zgﬁlished and sources from which
7 |
&

funds might be secured in the east were few,

1850)) ,

wilderness air clung tenaciously about the new capital,however. The 0Ojibways carried
one of their xep forays of reprisal against the Sioux into the heart of the village.

A spring morning, the Chippewa braves lay in ambush in an unfinished building of

lower tomn for the Siouxpart party. It was "Old Bets",her brother "Woodon-legged Jim"
and her sister.. The trio were well up Jackson street before the Chippewas could
skirt the marshydsx at Fifth street,dog-trot over Baptist hill,and get dowm to

the Merchants hotel to attack. They fired upon "0ld Bets'" people és they sought
shelter in the Minnesota COutfit and Bets' sister was fatally wounded. In this

same period,cranherrying}a profitable employnent)might be alternated with bear

bunting., One season,25 bears were killed a short distance frd/’gzy Paul and
3 J
S

prairie chickens were shot near the postoffice on Third stre (Williams,J,Fletcher,

The History of St. Pafil p.336).

Plrost]ess

The ='tf&e.of landseekers whs not to be denied. While the city waited

patiently for removalf'of the obstacles'gf progress, the energy and foresight of
its residents were everywhere evident. By the end of 1853, Indian treaties had
assured settlers of the probity of their land titles. Some headway had been made
in the building of roads and the river trade was booming. St.Paul real estate

values had doubled for the fourth successive year, The gestative period of a

great empire of land,férest,wheat,and capital appeared at an end and strange
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tongues and eager families with each incoming steamboat bespoke the future.
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