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Oox Cart and Stagecoach

The Territory might be laced with lakes and rivers, yet Minnesota with
hor 1,030 miles of navigable streams needed overland rosds and stages to develop

resov roes, A Hereules could have found a thirteenth labor in the region, and

would have been handicapped no little by inddequate tools. WGCOSSDTilY)FTOZress

in the Middle Weast must be slow, not infrequently suggesting the tempo of timber
orulser and covered wagon. This tempo, however, was capable of being "stepped
up,"” on ogcasion,
in the Ohic Valley the steeple of the first Yeniee ehureh hod not
long Iifted skywardy in Indiena, as 1n Wisconsin, a raw frontier alse beckoned %o
the venturesomes log houses were familiar sights in Iowa, and the "settling of the
first tier of states beyond the Missowri River" and the *hreaking of prairie sod" im
North Dakota were taking place, Apparent throughout the active Middle West was that
"somnarative equality of condition brought about by the original access of all to
le
free land."
lLater on, traction engine and plow were %o "make quieck fortunes for upe
2.
to=date settlers.” Even at this date, however, hope held before lts workers
something more tangible than a ster at rainbow's end,
T+ was the day of the "self-confident individualism of the pioneer," and
one reparded the West "as the poor man's chance, the land dediocated to ecqual

Ja
o}'yv'or{;\mity." Althoush tHe rupped individualist of this day was a regred individualist

T. Hoss, taward Alsworth, Pils De, LL.Ds= Chansing America, pe 163,
2- I‘-}id, De 1‘33-
3. Ibid, ppe 168=54,
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not infrequently, he did not let poverty deter him in his zeal to leap over hurdles,

ind he vesented unfair treatment at the hands of those in the seats of the mighty.
His feelinps would "kindle into fierce resentment when confronted by acpresations

of wealth and power which seem £o 1ift the high higher and keep +he under man dovns"
He was considered "bull-headed™ by the "adroit pelitical wire-puller" of the Bast,
end by Bastern moneyed men who proffered capital for development, In a word "the
014 World bonds of social caste" were feared by the gons of men who & .+ « endured
log hut ‘or sed heuse that they might escape these boﬂdi:"

Settlement, like a forest fire, often vaults large areas to coatoh anew in
a remote area.s The "Big Woods" proved a barrier to overland trevel in Southern
Minnesote snd St. Paul, hesd of navigation, early became a base for the settlers!’
flank attack upon the woods regionm to the gouthwest,

By some such guirk, the Selkirk or Perbina Settlement spring up in a hostile
air of fur trade, hunting, and - red men, The courageo's and stubborn Thomas Douglas,
£4fth Barl of Selkirk, resolved to aid his unfortunate countrymen, In the end, he
boupht eontrel of the Hudson's Bay company to enable establishment of the farm
colony, St. Paul owes a double debs o Lord Selkirk, Not only did Pembina become
the Northwest fur outpest end single sizable community trading with St. Paul, but
the Capital City had been founded by Pembine migrants moving against the westward
coarse of empire. Later, too, a Pembina citizen was to save the Capital to St. Peul,

Long before the first ox cart lurched and groened across Ninnesota to St.
Paul, the Pembina settlement had aequired trade significance, 1In 1821, Alexis
Bailly, Ameriecan half«breed trader, had driven a herd of cattle from Mendota %o

the settlement, During the summer of 1823, when the first steamboat reached Minnee

T, Io1d, ps 104
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sota, a party of Pembina farmers had brought in seed grain by way of the Minnescta

E
and Red Riverss

Peribina wag the starting point of the twicesa-year minting parties which
saw in the buffalc an easy sowce of food and profit, Rivalry of the American
Tur compeny and the monopolistic Hudsen Bay company, gave rise to a growing trade
in 111161t furs and goods across the boundary ab Pembinea.

fouantities of furs « & « were secretly carried over the boundary and
oxchenged for American produce. Usually the interlopers departed in the darimess
of nisht and aveided accustomed trails so as to keep clear of the Fort Garry con=
stabulary force. Pembina, on the American side, was the smugglers' rendezvous.
Merchendise obtained from Galena or 8%, Paul, was left at Pembina until there was
an opportunity te smugpgle it inte the settlement?;

Even before Norman W, Kittson and St. Paul had tossed down the gauntlet

of trade rivalry, the Hudson Bay company officials had sought to squelch the

smuggling by a ?% per cent import and export tax on goods in 1835, This, as well

as successive measures, seemed only to intensify smuggling,

Jogeph Rolette = the seoond Joe Rolette, by the way, brought the first
train of six ox carts to Ste Pavl, in the summer of 1843, The next year, Norman
W, Ritbtaon, agent of the American Fur company, moved his headguarters from the
Fort Abercrombie country north to Pembina,.

Typical of the pioneer traders wes Norman Wolfred Kittson. Zealous, genteel,
yet primed to the rough usages of the frontier, he possessed the necessary gquale
jties to rise superior to any ohstacles with whiech he might be confronteds Fur

trading required shrewdness and eunning and something morej it was a highly ocome

BT TrITonety, Joln Terry. = "Med miver rur Trade.' M, Vol. 5, May, 1924, pps
6o
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petitive industry. Kittson, in the best sense, possessed the essential traits
to an eminent degree.

At the early age of sixteen ho came to the Northwest from Sorel, Lower
Canada, his birthplace, as en employee of the American Fur Company. After two
years' service, first at the trading post located between the Fox and Wisconsin
rivers, and later at the headwaters of the Minnesota, thence for a brief peried
at Ted Cedar, Iowa, he arrived at Fort Snelling in 1834, The sutler department
there claimed his attention until the autumn of 1838, when he returned %o Canadae

The United States, however, he deemed a more luorative field; accordingly
in the spring of 1839 he made his first independent venture as a fur trader, loe
oating at what was then lmown as "gold Spring," a small place above Fort snelling.
Here he continued wntil 1843, when he re-cntered the employ of the American Fur
company, this time as a special partner, In this capacity he had charge of all
business on the Mimnesota headwaters end mlong the Dominion boundary. It wes then
ne &stablished headquarters at Pembine and devoted his emergies %o ¢ollecting furs,
which he shipped to Mendota in Red River carts, Thug began a very large trade
between St. Paul and the Red River setilement,

In 1854 Normen Kitbson and Williem He Forbes, of 8t. Paul, formed a pertner-
ship looking to an extensive business with the Indians, This was the oripgin of
*The St. Paul outfit," an establishment well known in that day.

Kittson's Addition, which was laid out from .a claim prorchesed by IMre Kitte

gon in 1851, has entirely justified hig belief that it would eventually prove highly

valuahble property; it was destined to becone one of the most beautiful sections of

the citye
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When he retired from business Mr, Kittson devoted his time to the raising
of fine horses, his stables in Midway Park (Kitteondale ), and in Erdenheim, Pa.,
winning national renown. Kittsondale proved to be a magnet for the sporting
gentry of the day,

Kittsondale, although no longer the ample enclosure it once was, with
race course, judges' stend, and with stables containing many turf thoroughbreds,
still exists in the minds of old-timers, and indeed roving youngsters still find
appealing such portions of its acreage as are not occupied by big industries, In
its diminished fields they may sometimes be seen, in happy vein, flying kites and
toy airplanes, end indulging in other pastimes dear to the hearts of youth, Years
aro school children, carrying tin pails, used to gather lusciouvs wild strawberries
from the hardy little plants which grew 8o abundantly in ¥ittsondale,  Wild strawe
berry plants, along with taodflax, fleabean, thornapple gnd the like are still
sparsely in evidence there, as though defiant of time's commercial and unyielding
geythel

of the Kittsondale turf and thoroughbreds, Chief Deputy Sheriff Frank Robert
hea a bovhood recollection, "The race track at Kittsondale," he said, "was a half
mile when I lmew it, Norman Kittson put plenty of money into the venture, He had

gome fast horses in his stable, some very fine horses. I recall the names of some

o &gl

of them -’Sem, Johnéton, Little Browm Jug, Lady Rolfe, Sannie,"

Deputy Robert informed the writer that it was Kittson, the first Norman
Kittson, who loaned Vital Gueris a part of the money with which the latter went
into the circus business one 111 starred day, but of this more later, in its

Te
proper place,

7« Frank Rebert, Jr,, Chief Deputy, Sheriffis Office, Ramsey County. Interviewed
by Robert Cary.
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I1lustrative of the herdships which the early pioneers were obliged %o
undergo is the followingy "We notice the arrival of the Hon. Norman W, Kittson,
J. Rolette and « » + & + Grignon in sixteen days from Pembina per dog train,
of eipht fine dogs and sledges Very good time for a journmey of six lndred miles,
with only such a road as nature has afforded « « « » These dogs are a very
hardy race casily kept, of great endurance, and will travel from 40 to 70 miles
a day without fatigues THow long will it be before we have daily sommunication
with Pembina by railroad? We will venture %o say within the next doren yag;s."

In 1852 it was authoritatively stated that "the whole product of the Terre
itory was furs, the collection of which from the native hunters gave employment
to some Pew thousands of Half-Breeds, Canadisns and others, dependents and agents
of the Arerican Fur company, whose principal depots were at lMendota and 8t, Paul,
and whose subordinate outposts stretched im all direotioms through the adjacent
Northwest reriogz“

That only a small proportion of the furs which anmally passed through St
Paul vere Minnesotasmade, was equally elear, "They come for the most part from
the regions west of the James and Red Rivers, and from the far North in the British
possessions, Three-fourths of the entire fur product of the region between the
Mississippi and the Missouri passes through St. Pavl, the larger portion through

10
the two houses of Culver & Farrington end Forbés & Eittaon,

8+ St. Anthony Express Weekly, vane 3, 1862,
9., Pioneer & Democrat Weekly, Dec. 16, 1858,
10, Ihld, Dece 16. 1868,
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Further hardships attendant on the pioneer's daily routine followed Mr,
Kittson's election 4o the Council of the Minnesota Legislature from the Pembina
Distriet, In mid-winter, especially, the trip from Pembina o St. Paul was fraught
with great hardship and danger = eéxposure to the rigors of all but unbearable weather
conditiong, inasmuch as the journoy for the entire distance, must be made on snow=
ghoes, if walked, the altermative being by dog gledge, WMr, Kittson, it is of record,
nérotiated this distance over deep snows which, one imagines, even Westen in his
day might have considered quite a feat in pedestrianism,

For ten years after locating at Pembina, Norman Kittson fought a trade
duel with the British controlled fur monopolys St Paul, logically emough, alded
and abetted the American Fur Company's agemt at every turm, Higher fur prices,
better trade values on the Pembina side, drew passels of Indisns and halfbreeds
as well as their furs, The Cenada Monopoly and its congstabulary fought back.

On December 7, 1844, Governor Christie, at Fort Garry, hed banned use of

the Company's ship for importing purposes to all parties interfering with or mot

patronizing Hudson's Bay services. Two weeks later, he clamped virtual censors
ship on mails by ordering that "every letter must have the writer's name written
by himself in the left hand corner below," so that if he were suspected of trading
in furs it eould be opened and e-amined, The Governor only succeeded in re=routing
mich mail, for the free traders merely sent their mail by Kittson express to Fort
Snelling and thence o St. Paul, 8¢ill enother edict to coerce the bordermeéen into
dropping FPembina and St, Paul patronage failed. This time a long encyclieal sgtipue
1ated certain obediences in acquiring land deedss The "illicit" traders and halfe
breeds simply passed up the deeds eand squatted on their property.

Trade between St, Paul and the Pembina country gemerally followed two routes,

Imown as the "Plains" trail and the "Woods™ trail, The "Flains" trail branched
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westward from the Mississippi at St. Cloud, and struck the Red River at Breckenridge
%o vags down the west bank of the river. The "oods" trail passed through Crow
Wing, up the Crow Wing and leaf River valleys, passed the northeast point of Otter
Tail Lake, passed Detroit Lake, and followed the right bank of the Red River to
Powbinas A third route which utilized water transportation from Travers des Sioux
to St, Paul, swung further south of the more popular "Mains" end "Wocds" trails.
Eetablishment of Fort Gaimes, in the vielnity of the present Little Falls, added
gecurity to travel of the "Woods" trail, which was the more difficult bubt more
11,

protected routes

The famed Red River ox cart was well adapted for the slew grueling trip
over prairie and morass, Of all wood congtruction, the earts could be constructed
of material at hand, In later years, they were built by carriage makers at 5t.
Paul,

Williem As Rice in a trip %o the Frasee River, via Pembina, in 1858, gives

a olear desoription of the "Plains" trails "From St. Paul %o ‘the eroasing of the

M ssigaippi River at St, Cloud, a distance of 77 miles, the country is so well

Inown that a deseription is not necessary," he wrote, "From Ste Cloud to Richmond
(25 miles) the road passes through prairie + s+ « » & At Richmond we make the
ssoond and last erossing of the Savk River, Fify-three miles from Ric¢hmond carries
us throurh a fine rolling prairie of a rich soll, to Vhite Bear lalke, passing meane
while Lakes Henry and George, Como River, Grove Lakes and Chippewa River,

", 4 o We adopted what is Xmown as the 'Plain Trail,' %o the crossing
of Otter Tail river = 65 miles = thence to the Red River - 23 miles, The Red
River was 200 feet wide and three feet deep at this point, From the Red River

t6 the Cheyerme river was 26 miles, amd . . . from there to Pembina 196 miles,

11,
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This country is all flat, sbounding in plenty of grass bub not so much timber
e o s s Total distence from St, Paul - 466 miles, We reached Pembina in 184
days « « o averaging 25% miles a day,

Although the routes led through an entirely Indian domein, there were
remarkably few instances of attacks or depredations, Sioux clashes with the
Pembine breeds and traders coused Norman Kittson to hesitate and to defer his
esbablishment of a trading post at Pembina in 1843, Siocux ire at the white
intruder did not flame up viclently umtil late in the 1850%a,

Jemes McFetridge, collector of customs at Pembina, wrote lessrs, Culver
and Farrington on August 22, 1858y "pear Sirsy; I have got home all safe in
twelve days from St, Paul, but am sorry to say that all the parties 4id not, as
the 8ioux killed two of our men on the plains, about one day from St. Josephs
+ « « They had left the carts and started on ahead for Pembina, when they were
overtaken by the Sioux, nine in number, and fired upom ¢ o o "

By the date of this occurrence, the Siocux had perceived their fate and
were definitely hostile to white intrusiom,

The number of carts, as was determined by the volume of fur trade and

commerce swelled in the years following 1844, The St, Paul Ploneer of July 26,

1840, wrote; "The ven of the Red River train, numbering from one hundred to two
hundred ocarts, made entirely of wood and green hides and drawn by oxen and ponies
in harness, reached St. Paul on Sunday with furs, hides, buffale robes, dried
buffalo tongues, pemmiocan, &c, They have been forty days on the rovte & + "
This train brought, also, news of an outbreak of the French halfebreeds
against the authorities at the Pembina settlement, The "authorities" were virtu-

ally the Hudson Bay company offieials, CGuillaume Sayer and three other half-




breeds, had been arrested for illiecit traffic in furs. A meb of 500 angry breeds
and traders stormed into the eourthouge and put Judge Poleson to flight. The
prisoners were acquitted,

"ouite a number of those fantastic and rude carts of the Pembina Halfe
breeds, are now wandering through our gtreets," wrote the Daily Minnesotian of
July 8, 1857, "They are encamped in considerable numbers just outside of town,.
They bring down pemmican, moceasins, and skins end furs, and take back with them
various groceries, cormodities, tools and other things useful to them in their
northern home,"

Another account stateds "a train of carts, fifty in number, arrived this
week from Pembina and St. Jo., loaded with fine furs and robes, amounting in value
to about $30,000, The train is encamped on the usuel cemping ground outside the
eity in the St, Anthony roady and is the property of Joseph Cingres and Paschal

12,
Beerland ., . o

"

While Wormam W, Kittson maintained that the ten year duel he fought with
Hudson's Bay, for the fur wealth, lost him money as well as General S8ibley and
others, the quaint caravans from Pembina increased in number,

"one thousand carts on the way, Over one hundred thousand dollars worth

of furs,” clarioned a St. Paul headline in 1866, "We had the pleasure of meeting

yesterday'zrbr. Je Sohultz_?ﬂ editor of the Fort Gary Nor'wester, who came down

from the Red River settlement in eight days. Dr. [‘W. Re Brownja former citizen
of St. Paul, also arrived home yesterday, These gentlemen are the avant carriers

of the Red River Ox Brigade, which is composed of over one thousand carts, loaded

12. St, Paul Plioneer = June 19, 1663
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with more than one hundred thousand dollars worth of furs, now on the way to S5t,
Paul, Mre Zrhchultq;7éutimated the emount of furs to be more than usual, and
thinks they will net at least omne hundred thousand dollars, not ineluding those

sold by the Hudson Bay Company. Some of the carts came down to Georgetown, loaded,

and returned back, Nearly all the earts will stop this season at Big lake, the
13,
present terminus of the Pacific Railroad ¢ o ¢ »

In this day of rocket-rates of speed, the ox-cart junkets would ecreate
smiles, Even in their day, their limitation was recognized, They, like the
Indians, were accepted as a part of the frontier scene, Their uniqueness was
to grow,

"rhege carts not infrequently were drawm by cows," recalled ome pionecer,
"rhe drivers were very swarthy, generally dressed in buckskin with a bright colored
kit sash sbovt the waist, and & coonskin eap with a tail danpgling down behind, or
a broad brimmed hli:"

oftten in the 50ts and 60's, the cart caravens furnished convoy for parties
wishing safe travel betwecen Fort Garry, Pembina, and St Paule Mrs, Ce Ae Bupre
dick, whose husband had charge of a fur store for Kittson at Fort Garry, often
traveled with the sarts to reach her parents? home at St. Cloud, She recalled
" . . o The drivers were a swarthy lot of French half breeds . « . & ‘tame
enouch 1ot of men, fond of jigging at night. They could hold out daneing. Seéemed
to never tire.

"pheiy carts had two wheels, all wood, and a crosspiece to rest the platform

ofl e o o che recalled. ™ o o+ o+ 1 cén shub my eyes and see that guaint cavalcade

1% 5%, Paul Dally Press, June &%, 186G.
14, 01d Fence Cormers, ps 4.
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now. Where are all those drivers?

"The tracks were wide and deep and could be plainly seen ahead of' us, going
gtraight through the prairie, It took twenty~-one days to go from St. Cloud to
Pembina, We used to go through Seuk Center, just a hotel or roadhouse, then,
through what is now Alexendrias A family by the name of Wright, used to keep a
stopping place for travelers. 1 don't know just where it would be now, but I
have stayed there often, Ve went by way of Georgetowm, Swan River too, 1 remembers
There used to be ome tree on the prairie that we could see for two days. e called
it Lone Treeta'

9%, Paul until well into the 60's, was the emstern terminus for the cart
treins. An early settler observed "hose certs would go squavking by, all day.
Later they used to camp where the Winslow House was builte There would be large
numbers there, a regular village."

Through the summer months they were a common sight on St. Anthony Road,
as they creaked by the homesteaders® eabins in S5t, Anthony and on, by Cheovers!
Landing, %o St, Paul, For years, Larpenteurts lake end farm was & favorite rende=
gvous of the eartbound voyageurs, for they camped out during the festal stay for
trade and barter, a practice similant of their Indian brothers and practiced de=
cades later by the farmers at fair time,

The fabric of adventure ever has cloaked the rough horde that moved out to
grip with the wilderness. Periodieally they came roaring and racous back to towm,
Whether cowhand, jack, or sourdough, every urban oubpost has lmown them,  St.
Peul, after the Sioux' departure of 1852, enjoyed this counterpart of frontierdom
many years in the Red River man,

"1s 4t Joe Rolette or a fire?" asked St Paul residents as this son of a

15, 01d Fence Corners « lirss Ce Ae Burdick, 18500, pe 104
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great voyageur came noisily to town. Redelent of spirit in more ways than one,

Rolette drew a throng of kindred souls down the street of merriment with him,

While he danced and shouted the voyageurs' songs of the old North, corks would

pop and floors quiver under the swirl of dancing fest. This was the Joe Rolette

who, with Kittson and Gingras, would mush his dogs over smowy trails to sit in the
early legislatures and who, in that body, was to perform the one exploit that brightened
an otherwise mediocre and indifferent career,

The 8%, Paul of Joe Rolette's day, waa still hardly more than a few cabins
in the clesring, Hardly believable is it that today's St, Paul once was a weird
topography of gullies, swamps, and miniature lakes.

Larpenteur lake, rendezvous of the ox cart people, was a "fine body of clear
water, The east end was a short distance west of Dale Street, between Carroll and
Mershall streets, end it extended a little beyond St, Albans street," The old Lare

penteur home still stemds at Rondo and Dale, sequestered not by scrub oak, hazel

brush, and prairie grass but by outmoded tenements of another generation that rive

way %o small shops.

Tenacious and vivacious old Auguste Larpenteur lived through the entire
chanpe, He saw the shambly carts clustered a few rods to the south of his farm
home, and along the little lake, disappear, He saw "his lake" degenerate into a
swimmin? hole, lmown to & new generation of boys only as "Sandy," and eventually
gaw it disappear, The gay, unwashed voyageurs, the oreaking ocarts, and the
wildernesst first erop, furs, are all gone,

The chain of three lakes that began about at Dayten avenue and Dale street,
two of which flanked Marshall avenue, and a third which covered "all of Block 25
and part of Block 26, of Mackubin and Marshall's addition" has disappeared under

the eivie program of leveling, grading and "filla,"
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Gone with the men of the Pembina sash, who incidentally were the original
hyplenated Americans, are "Baptist Hill," "Hog-back Hi11," "Larpenteur's Lake"
and myriad commonplace names early residents kmew,

A director of the First bancorporation, working in his sky-scraper sanctum,
could secarsely lmow that an eecentric Christian man, Lo% Moffett, whittled the
first omer of that pruperty down %o a sale price of 842, and then charged the
sum to his account with the seller, DBut then it took a ccuragecus man to buy
and build right on the bottom of & ravine, That Lot who loved to “"throw parties,"
respectable sociables and cotillions for the young people, built and kept on builde
ing, must have been a portent, Story after story went on to the Temperance House
of "Ueffett's Castle," until it rose above the ravine chasm, Would not bewhiskered,
gentle Voffett exclaim to see the "additional stories™ of the Castle's modern
counterpart, with its great neon srdinal blazing heavenward in place of the trie
angular sign, "Temperance House," of the Fifties?

"ouite a curious and animated scene was presented last Saturday on Robert
Street, in front of Forbes & Kittsen's store,” read an account of thet time, “The
gtreet was literally blocked up with the antiquated wooden ecarts of the train from
the Selkirk settlememts horses and catile, with all sorts of nonedescript harnesses
upon them, were tethered round about, buffalo robes lay piled upon the ground, and
a busy erowd of the dark skinned strangers were moving busily to and fro, earnestly
engaged in the work of leading up the carts from the warehouse . o+ « This
detachment numbers ninety-eight carts, and is altogether from the English settlee
mert at Selkirk + «. s « The Amerioan portion of the train, under charge of

Messrs. Rolette and Cavileer, is expected . + o« sometime between the bth and
16,
10th inst. Zrbulx;7

18, Dlye Winn, rioneer, July £, 1800
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A skebch of the teneyear career of Norman W Kittson as a fur trader at
Pembina, gives the basis of the fur trade that was so importsnt te St, Paul in
the middle decades,

"It 18 to Norman W, Kittson, Fsqs, the present mayor of the city of 5t,
Paul, that we are indebted for the first establishment of a regular trade between
the Red River wvalley, and the navigable waters of the Mississippi," wrote the

Daily Pioneer & Democrat om August 5, 1858, After three years, Kittson was

only doing $56,000 gross in fur receipts as against an investment of 26,000, He,
however, was fast gaining favor with the Indiand and halfebreeds who were quick
to discern the valve to them of a competitor azainst the 200 year old Hudsonts
Bey monopolys By 1850, fur receipts for Kittson were over $16,000, end in 1866
his returns were mearly $40,000, with expenditures of §24,000,

This same year marked the real ascendancy of St. Paul as a fur mart. Kittson
moved his Pembina outfit to St. Faul, to establish the partmership of Forbes &
Kittson, Culver & Farrington was the other principal dealer in furs. Agents of
these firms continued %o operate at Pembinae

"1y 1856 the total furs received at St, Paul from this souree, emounted
to nearly $75,000, being nearly four-fifths of the whole fur trade of 8%, Paul.
Prom statistios « « o of December 21st, 1857 « . « we learn that the total

value of the furs which passed through 8¢, Paul houses that year, for exportation

velow, amourbed to $180,000 /Teic 7 = of which at least twosthirds, or $120,000

17
was the product of the Red River Valley," The estimate for 1858 was placed ab

$100,000, because of a failure of the buffelo crops

17. FPloncer & Demoorat, August 5, 1868,
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By this dabte, the monopoly of the Hudson Bay Company had practically ceased

to exist, Wrote the Pioneer & Democrats " ¢« o« s The competition in the fur

trade, which, before that was put down by the most vigorous measures, now proves
too formidable and is backed by too powerful a public opinion in Canada, te be
suppressed by the usual policy of restriction. In addition to the American posts
on this gide of the line, there are some hundred independent traders in the terri-
tories of the compeny itself, of which there are at least seventy in the Selkirk
settloment alonee Though rigidly prohibited from dealing in the comtraband articles
of furs and rum, both branches of trade are prosecuted to a considerable extent
and the produet smuggled acrogs the vorder,” A 12% per cent dubty also operated
against furs taking the easier route to market, via St. Pat?.:

In Decerber of the same year, the Pioneer & Demoerat correspondent wroteg
"But a sma)ll proportion of the furs which annually pass through 8%, Paul, are made
in Minnesota, They come for the most part from the regions west of the James and
Red Rivers, and from the far north in the British possessions « + + o Threoe
foupths of the entire fur product of the rerion between the Mississippl and the
Missouri, passes through 5t, Paul - the larger proportion through the two houses
of Culver & Farrington and Forbes & Kittson & o o

And araing ™ o . s & We have by no meang reached the limits of this trade
. o 's & The superiority of ‘the outlet at 3%, Paul for this recion, over the
multitudinous portages of Nelson's River, has been abundantly proveds Bstablish,
as we vow are trying to establish, a Reilroad commmication with the Red River

Valley, and the whole trade of the Wudson Bay Company would fall inte our hands,

or at least seek this avemue of exportation. What the fur trade of that immense

T8,  Ploneer & DemoCTrat, Augs o, 1800
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region would be worth to us, may be estimated from the fact that the average value
of the annual export of furs by the Hudson Bay Company, is about $1,80%?600.

Enterprising leaders of Ste Faul were quick o see the riches of the Red
River - depression or no depression. Stagpered by the Panie of 1857, abandoned
by the moneyed interests of the east that squeezed every available cent out of
Minmesota Territory and them left it to floumder by barter, 9t, Faul turned readily
to the Pembina trade, The Red River cart drivers were particularly welcome, for
they always jingled English silver in their buckskin trousers,

While St. Paul welcomed the fur caravels from Pembina, there were other
forces niding in most cases, yet threatening in others, the trade zrowth of St,
Paul, By the midefifties, a netwqu of primitive traila and roads existed, lLande

geckors, farmers, were pouring into Minnesota o build new homes and to add such

gocial increment as few territories have lmowry

St, Paul no longer depended aleme on the eastern trail, hewm through the

woods, to Prairie du Chien. The Mississippi river continued to be the main hizhway,
However, the Dubuque trail passing through Cannon Falls to Sts Paul was growing in
importance, Other spokes stemming into the hub that ocomprised 3t. Paul, Mendola,
St. Anthony, and Minneapolis were %o the west of the Dubuque stage road, Settlers®
canvas-covered wagons dotted the Indian trail from the Iowa border, Traffic
swelled on the trail wouth of the Minnesote river, that passed through Henderson

4o Traverse des Sioux, St, Peter, and Mankato. Perritorial Road formed the base

of & triangle as it provided Mankato a direct route to Reed's Landing and the
Mississippie Still another trail from Traverse to Red Wing peralleled Territorisl

Road.

18, The Wkly. Ploneer & DEMOCTRG, Dece 10, 1000e
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Extending westward from these roads were the Pipestone trail and the 0ld

Military road. Flanking the Minnesota river on either side, were the old Gary

Zféic_?’Garry Trail and the lac qui Parle trail which generations of Sioux and

voyageurs had used to enter and leave the Red River region. Te the mnorth of
these were located the fingers of the fur and produce trade of the lower Red
River valley, the Red River, the Breckenridge, the Fort Abercrombie, Georgee
town, and Pembina trails that tied together at St, Cloud to continue aleng a
comnmon wrist to St, Paul, To the north of Bts Cloud were the trails tying up
Crow Wing, lLeech Lake, Red Lake, and other Indian and trader centers, Mille
Lacs, Duluth and Fond du lac enjoyéd communication with St Paul and 8¢, Anthonys

The needs of the Indian for travel had been reinforced by the white man's
demand for mail, for stagecoach service, and for wagon roads,

The agricultural future of Minnesota was early assured, The Rev. Sela

Ge Wright, at the Red Lake Wission, had established a farm in the veriest wildere
ness. In 1848, before Minnesota was even a territory, he sould report a crop
of 3,000 bushels of corn and 2,000 bushels of potatoes and other vegetables,
The Pembina settlers in 182021 had obtained seed grain fyrom Wisconsin, and the
Red River Valley's famed sobriquet, "Breadbasket of The World," was already in
the meking, In the midefifties, scarcely a Pembina train turned homeward from
8t, Paul without heavy cargoes of agricultural implements,

Minnesota's first orops had been oranberries, maple sugar, and wild rice
and in the period the Sioux plains had a primeval meat packing industry in the
buffalo hunt, So plentiful were these that thousands of buffale were slain with
only their robes and toothsome delicacies as the tongue and "buffalo boss," the
hump of the animel, salvaged and made into pemican, One season, 400 Indians
were engaged in ¢ramberry harvesting at Rice Lake, near St. Paul, and in the same

20.
period slew 26 bears for meat,

20, Newson = Pen Pictures = pageé 294,
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Iznatius Domnelly, rhetorical giant and with 1ittle doubt the region's
most unpredictable politieien; had come ocut from Philadelphia in the spring of
1856, Turnin: every ounce of his greet gifts and drives to launching a new
city, Nininger, Domnelly has enacted a large role in one of the most bizarre
chapters of state growth and history. Nininger, defying slights of the rivers
boat capbtaing and the rivalries of nearby Hastings and 8¢, Paul, was never te
become Donnelly's dream « a metropolis. Even after its youthful founder had
obtained a post office, the malicious stage drivers refuged to honor Nininger
with a stop, and Nininger cltizens were humbled into & three mile trip to Hastings
for their maii%‘

The fertile Minnesota River walley and its watershed was literally filling
with homestenders in the prespenic fifties. Townsites almest outnumbered farm
sites, and plat maps and real esbate bocms were as plentiful as bird-songs,

Much of the spirit of the gold rush wae shown in this pioneerings The
participants were not only more stable, but comprised the nation's best etocks
of citizenry, The tragedy of the Reollingstone colony above Wabashaw Prairie,
eould be offset by many incidents of camaraderie and good fellowships

John O, Laird, for example, staged a ludicrous land fight with Hs Cs Gere,
for a claim that later was Yo become the heart of Winona's business districts
Laird, a laCrosse official, jumpod an eighty aeres portion of an earlier claims
Gere, contesting Laird stekes, applied to the town's Claim c¢lub for the property.
The LaCrosse man had built & shack to esbablish his rights, but went over %o his
sister's oabin to atbend the Sebbath, Ilder Hamilton, whether im connivanoce or
not with Gere, preached a long sermon at Mrs, Goddardts, In any case, when Laird

returned to his claim shack, he found gere on the roof adjusting a stovepipe and

Z1. MHB = Vole 17 PPs 262=2170s
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the Gere furniture inside the laird bailiwick. Mrs, Gere sat in & rogker end
refused to budge. Aided by a companion; Laird pulled Gere off the roof and
proceeded to dismentle the shacke. Finally, Gere ealleds "I have a proposition
to male to you « « « now, suppose we agree to let this claim matter remain
just where 4t 18 o '+ « We can then go home and got some sleep." Both men had
gottled down to a cold vigll in the open, to oubsit his opponent when the come
promise was reacheii.

UThe Winnesota wheat crop has been harvested, and a better crop of spring
wheat in guality or quantity cammot be quoted in the West « « " moted the
Minnesota Demoorat, Aupust 19, 1851," Every experiment in winter wheat has
guccesded so well, that spring wheat will probably be abendoned hereafter in
favor of this superior species. lr, Larpenteur and several other farmers near
St, Faul, employed a horse reapsr to cut their graln, for which they paid 75 cents
per acre, and were well pleased with ibs work," The Selby farm, which compriged
what 18 now a main residential distriet, was also oubtstanding in the immediate
vieinitye.

Minneapolis, just released from the restrictions of the military reservation,

was bounding ahead in growth, Its ascendancy in the flour milling industry was

not yet so apparent, and the timber cut from the Rum River tended to meke only

such gains in the way of building construction as & limited supply source could

aceomplish, Thre timber shortage of the early Fifties has aiready been referred
toe

Seversl years after Normsm Kittson's four terms in the legislature, which
were marked by conspicuous service, he was elected Mayor of St, “aul, In this
office he served one term only, polities by his own admission proving distagteful

to him,

2. Tistory of Winona, Olmsted end Dodge Counties, De 510
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In 1858 the firm of Forbes & Kittson having been dissolved, Mr. Kittson
conocentrated upon his Red River trade which continued wntil 1860, Accepting
the rosition of agent for the Hudson Bay company he thereafter established, with
Jemes J. Hill, & line of steamers and barges om the Red River, which under the
name "Red River Transportation Company" grew into a large corporation with head-
quarters in St, Paul, Because of his activities in steamboat transportation,
this pioneer was lmown as Commodore Kittson throughout hislife, a sobriquet not

lirhtly earned as we have seen,

From the time of the first merchandise store, St, Faul's growth as a job=

bing center had been steady. Oxcarts, loaded with ¢lothing, nails, flour and
other essentials, leaving the city bo return with buffale furs and similay come
modities, were but a phase in the upward climb, a snailelike transition capable
of acceleration, Later, when the population of the Northwest grew larger, St.
Paul's jobbing faecilities expended to meet requirements, and settlers began to
turn the wilderness into farms, It was from this humble beginning in the come
mereial field that 8t, Paul became the great merchandise cenber of the territory.

The railroads diverging from the eity, eventually to become a vast network,
even then & strong web rendering every part of the Northweet accessible to it,
made certain St. Paul's future position as a jobbing center, It could be said
then, as now, "goods can be sent out in any direction at minimm cost and with
ninimum loss of tii::"

Whet a transition, even from the day the first produce was brought to
St, Paul on wooden sledges, before the snow melbed, to the day when, the volume

24,
inoreased, the clumsy wooden carts, drawn by oxen, came into use} And, then,

3%, 8G, Faul Ploneer Press, D8Ce 17, 1922,
94, Bertha 1, Heilbron, Book Review (Minnesota History, geptember 1980, Vol,
2, Vo, 3,); ps 508,
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as the trade became systematized, the change from cne treil, guided by a few land=

merks, to a number of trails, of which the Red River was the most popular, §ince

the abundant grasses provided forage and traveling was easler, The wmgreased
wheels of the carts could be heard for miles, and sometimes the gay couriers des
bols snd bols brules who accompanied the oarts eould be heard singing above the
25

din,

Pach yesar, as goen as there was sufficient grass, the earavan would leave
Fort Garry and Pembina with heavy loads of buffalo hides, furs of all kinds, dressed
gkins, moccasine, buffaleo tongues and pemmicen. St. Paul was usually reached in
early June end a huge trading osmp ¥ag get up west of the oity at Larpenteur's
Lake, & "fine body of clear water” which has gince been filled in dnd builicgver.
After a few weeks of trading the long homeward journey began, with supplics needed
by the traders of the pesty tobacce, sho¥, herdware, foodstuffs and wﬁiskesz. Pew
made the jourmey ofttener than once a year.

At the begimning there were only s8ix carts in the trade but by 1851 there

wore 102 end sixz yoars later there were 500. The value of the merchandise brought
28,
into St. Paul grew rapidly, reaching & height of $250,000 in 1863, Because most

TEe Weller Hevighurst, Upper Mississippl, A Wilderness Sage (Farrar & Rinehart,
New YOrk, 1937). pp. 62-64.
Josiah Be Chaney, Barly Bridges end C@__éps of the Lend and Water Surface in
the City of St Paul (Minnesota History Collections, VOole 12) De 140e
Auzust L. Larpenteur, Recollections of the City and People of Sts Paul, 1843«
1848 (Minnesota History CoLls, VOlse ¥), De 980
James Balker, History of Transportation in Minnesota (iinnesota History
CDllthiOnB. Vol. g' 1910), Pe 20.
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of the Red River trade passed through St. Faul %o 8%, Louis even before 1850, it

was the source of & large part of the early Territery's supplicss Soom, hewever,

o

the northern city essumed more and more conirol of this trade, and through i%,
the domination of the commerce of the entire northwest regio:?.

By 1856 S8t, Paul's volume of trade was 80 great that the Wississippi boatis
conld not keep up with it. Great piles of freight, destined for 5t, Faul, ace
cunulabed inm Dubuque and Dunleith despite the fact that in the first two months
of open water that year, 200 steamboats, equalling the record of the entire previous
season, had arrived at St Paul, The lends west and north were being settled so
fast that almost overnight the oity found itself handling the demands of a populous

30,
aret.

An additional stimulus to trade was the fact that for the first time Minnesota
had 8 surplus of agrieultural products which might be shipped out as a small bes
ginning towards leveling the disparity between @xports and imports, Large guantities
of oats, potatoes and cremberries were sont out, although the business was not very
profitable due to a -price decline, tatoes, which had sold for $1.,25 a bushel two
years earlier, were selling now for 25¢ per bushegz.

The earliest capitol building, so plain as to be almost grim except for a
four pillared "Greek Poreh" stbtached incongruously %o the front, was first occupled
by the legislature in January 1854. Though the question of location of Territorial
institublons had apparently been settled, snd a number of sessions had passed with
relative peacefulness, behind the scenes plans were being made against 5t, Paul.

Tn 1857 a St. Peter Company was formed which promised to erect in that town

buildings superior to those in S5t, Paul, and a bill removing the capital to 3.

PO Vm. J. Telerson, Steamboating onm the Upper lississippi, The Vater Way %o Iowa
(lowe State Historical Soclety, Iowa City, 1837), pps 164=165,

30, Sydney A. Patchin, The Development of Banking in Minnesota (Minnesote History
Bulletin, Vol, 2, No. 9, Aug. 1917), page loc.

31, Weekly Ploneer and Demoorat, St. Paul, Nov. 18, 1856 (¥inn, Annals),
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Peter was introduced in the lezislature, In February the measurse passed the House
by & vote of 20 %o 17 and & ghort time later the Cowneil alsc approved by a vote
of B to ' Te

St, Paul was panic stricken, end finally despairing. A4S 2 last gegture,
Joe Rolette, Chairman of the Commitiee on Inrolled Bills, disappeared, taking
the bill with him. A special police force was required to keep order in the legisg=
lature and each member remained, with a basket of food and ‘a cot beside his desk,
g6 that he might be present in case the blll vas ffound.” As the deadline for the
end of the session approached, a copy of the bill wes made in an attempt to break
the deadlock, but the Président of the Counecil and the Speaker of the House refused
to sign this substitute,

During the uproar, Rolette, whe had thé wmeasure placed in a safe, remained
in his room et the Fuller House while the Sergeant at Arms, @ 8%, Paul supporter,
looked for him with "blinded eyes in all the places where he surely would not be
found,™

The Governor eventually signed the substitute copy but the capital remained

_—

in 8¢, Paul. St. Péter supporterd appealed %o the courte but found no support from
524
that quarter, since the justices ruled +hat no law had been passed,s  Although such
- 2 ’ . (=]

& temperate historiem as Folwell later referred to the act as "disreputable, if net
33,
criminal," in thet day Rolette was jdolized for his effort in behalf of S%t, Paul,

During the seme year a bitter partisan struggle raged around the drawing up

of the state constitution. South of the Minnesota River and west of the Mississippi

¥, William Be Doan, A Higscory of the Capitol Juildings ol lMinnesota, With
Some Account of the Strugple Tor Their Location (inn, HigLory CoiIec%ions,
Voi. 12, 1908), pPPs 9=10,

85, W. W, Folwell, A History of Minnesota, Vol, 5, (Minnesota Historieal Society,

Sts Paul, 1026), page Us
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"radical Republicanism," had been spreading among the farmers. Long oubtstending
grudpes against St, Paul, Minneapolis and St, Anthony led them to advoocate an
agricultural state, of which St, Peter would be the capital and which would leave
the three cities off by themselves, Happily for both sides of the controversy
this effort failegf. The constitution adopted, ¥Mimmesota was admitted to statehood,
May 24, 1858,

Later attempts were made to remove the capital though none were successful.
Even Minneapolis and 8%, Anthony, dissatisfied with their share of the compromise
agroement of 1851, cooperated with the smaller cities in these efforts. vVarious
proposals were made, one, that the capital be removed to Nicellet Island, one,
to some "western point," end finally Winona. Stillwater, Minneapolis and St.
Anthony combined in favor of Kandiyohi County. This last proposal was passed by
the legislature but was vetoed by Governor M:S;hall. Supporters of the measure
became indignant and the WMinneapolis Tribune recklessly corbined indictment and
prophecy in an editorialy "The St, Paul papers are responsible for shamefully mice
leading the publie in regard to the location of Kandiyohi., Most people outside
the state have pot the idea from their deseriptions, that it is some sort of a
mysterious and impenetrable wilderness out beyond the farthest frontier ¢« .«
but in spite of 8t. Paul influence and wvetoes, Kendiyohi is certain sore day to be
the centre of population of Minnesct:?; The 8t. Paul pepers disdainfully referred

87,
to the furor about capital removal as an "annual farce,"

84, The 1921 Annual Neeting 61 the Minnesota 11 storical Soclety (Mimn, History
Bulletin, Voly 4, No. 1«2, Feb, and May, 1521), page 27.

5. Williem B, Dean, A History of the Capitol Buildings of Minn., With Some
Account of the Strugele for Their Location. (Minnesota History Colle ctions,
Vol, 12, 1908), page 17.

36, Minneapolis Tribume, July 1, 1869 (Mimmesota Annals),
Pioneer and Democrat, St. Paul, Feb. 20, 1861 (Minnesote Annals),
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Times had been so good in the preceding years, that few expected less from
1857, even when the spring brought ominous rumors, and eastern papers began %o
carry stories of collapsing western land values, until eastern monmeéy became panicky
about its investments in these lands,

The 1857 trade continued good and the number of steamboat arrivals reached
2 new pealk, although news from the Bast was becoming more alarming, In late summer
geveral large companies dealing with western lands collapsed and the weaker banks
began to go under, On Ooctober lst, the St, Faul Pioneer Democrat remarked that
there was M™othing special to note in this city, except that money is searce, and
scarcely any loans are being made , , + There is no excitement here, md no danger
apprehended."

On October Srd the St. Paul Advertiser changed the tone of hopefulness to
an aclmowledgement of despair, noting that "The 'grand crash' is fairly upon us,
and the frrand cash' is difficult to be found . + .« St¢ Paul has stood the shock
nobly, but the ineviteble result has finally reached us." It had, for on the 8th
there was considerable excitement caused by the "general suspension of banks and
bankers™ in the Tast. Early that day Mershall and Company in 8t. Paul announced
suspension, Later the same day the firm of Truman Smith closed its doors, The
list of local failures lengthened and on the 21st a final blow was dealt by the
closing of Borup and Oake:?.

Every moasure taken to alleviate the effects of the penic seemed to be so
much zrasgping at straw, for business did not nobtably improve until after the Civil
Wars The closing of the banks made it extremely difficult to carry on business,

and real estate valuss, which had been the chief mainstay of the boom, collapsed

swiftly. State laws were passed regulating banking, but these were not efficient

B8, Ploneer and Democrat, WGERIY, ST. FBUL, UOts =22, 1007 (l.nns Annels)e
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and no gemeral improvement in the banking system was apparent until after the

passage of national regulatory legislation in 1863,

As late as i858 some optimists were yet speaking of the continued starnation
in business as "a morely temporary cmbarrnssmen:?; bubt in 1861 the merchants were
still complaining at the state of things "the why and wherefore they are at loss
to acoommt for," By this date people were accepting the belief that worse might
be expected instead of better, end it was said that "probably time will demonstrate
the wmweleoome fact that the depths are not yet sounded, Everything indicates i:?;

It was some time following the bank crashes before the effects of the business

depression were reflected in the diminishing number of boats arriving at St. Faul,

The year 1857 brought 965 boats, and 1,090 arrived the following season, However,
the next year brought about the beginning of a deocline that has never been overs
come, Traffic on the Mimesota also reached its height of 594 trips up the river
and then went into a swift and sharp decline, Civil War commerce did not appreciably
vevive the river trade, despite a temporary increase in 1863%‘

The panic and the beginning of the decline in the river traffic marked the
end of a desade of greet éxpansion. From 1849 %o 1860, the number of Minnesota

inhabitants had inereased from less than 5,000 to 172,000 and St, Panl had zrown
42,
from a straggling hamlet to a city of over ten thousand,

39, Pioneer and Democrat Weskly, St. Paul, Sept. 23, 1858 (Mimn, Annals ).
40, Pioneer and Democrat, St, Paul, June 1, 1861 (Minnesota Annals),
41, lester B. Shippee, Social and Economic Effects of the Civil war with
Special Reforence to Winnesota (Winnesote Hisvory pulle®in, Vol, &, No. 6,
Wey 1018), page o4,
42, Livia Appel end Theo. Blegen, Official Encouragement of Immigration to
Mimn,. During the Territorial Feriod (IMnnesota listory pullevin, Vole 5, Nos 3,
Auzust 1028), pege 1067
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As railroads from the Egst pushed nearer, lively interest centered upon
gecuring local connections, Bach scheme seemed to fiszle out after quite promis-
ing berinninge but this did not lessen the desire of the public for railroads,
nor of the promoters for profits. Indeed the people seemed ready to support any
goheme that would ensure railway construction, The necessary capital was difficult

to secure in the East where Minnesota had been the subjeet of much misunderstanding
43,
and misrepresentation,

The St. Paul end Sioux City Railroad and the Minnesota end Pacific Railroad

had been planned previous to the panie, In 1858 the Minnesota and Paeific had 62%

miles of prading completed, north of St. Pauly the work had then been halted by
24

financial complications: APter the panic railroad promoters began 4o look for
means of continuing construction, Free land had been offered them whenever twenty
miles of trackage were completed but there were not sufficient funds to do even
that,

A% this time the "Five Million Loan Bill," a scheme %o loan the credit of
the state to the railroad compenies, was devised, The evil which might result
fyom such & bill was obscured by the general olamor for railroads, and only a
few people in either major party opposed it. The bill passed the legislature and,
although some ecalled it a “swind%g:" it was approved at a speciasl election on
Aoril 15, 1858 by a vote of 25,028 %o 6,733, Following this approval the companies
made & great show of activity but soarcely more than a year later the value of

state bonds had gonme so low that they were of no use as collateral and work was

abandoned in July, 1859. The stpbe had been placed in a difficult financial position

and yet there were no railroads,

I%. Theodore Dlegen, oketen ol James W leaylor (iinnesota History Bulletin, Vol.
1, No. 4, Nov, 1915), page 104,

44, Col, William Crooks, The First Railroad in Minnesota (Minnmesote History
Collections, Vols 10, Part 1), page 400,

45, Daily Minnesotian, St. Paul, March 11, 1858 (Minnesota Annals).

46, We We Polwell, History of Minnesota, Vol. 2 (Minnesota Historical Society,
Ste Paul, 1924 ), ppe 44«02,
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As business tension inoreased, St., Paul became more and more incensed against
St, Anthony, its growing rival up the river, At first St. Anthony's pretensions
had been laughed at, but the matter now grew serious and 8%, Paul accused its rival
of being founded "by Eastern capitalists," app:rantly congidering that it had been
done for the sole purpose of injuring St. Paul:T.

In the depths of the panie a slight relief did come, brought about by the
fur trade., During the winter of 1857-58 arrangements were made with the Secretary
of the Treasury to permit the Hudson's Bay Compeny to ship its roods in bond threugh
St, Paul, abandoning the long established York Factory camoe route for the Red River

48,

earts., This happened simultaneously with the British Government's decision %o

terminate the long established exclusive jurisdietion ¢f the Hudson's Bay Company

in Northwestern Canada. This meant that additional commerce would flow through

St. Paul and that St. Paul traders might, for the first time, participate legally
in the Canadian trades The city was greatly encouraged by the sight of two or
three shipments of Hudson's Bay Company goods in the summer of 1858,

Adding to this encouragement, pold was discovered on the Frazier and Thompson
Rivers in British Columbia. News of the discovery was received with jubilation,
and plans were hurriedly made for the development of transportation on the Red
River in order that 8%, Paul might receive its share of the resulting trede. Captain
Russell Blakeley was sent to investigate, and reported that the river was navigable
for a period of three or four months a year.  Anson Northup was given §2,000 by
the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce te transport a boat to the Red River and put it

into operation.

47, Dr. B, E. Darton, City of Ste PAul (Published by the author, St, Paul, 1888),
page B
William J« Petersen, Steamboating on the Upper Mississippi, The Water Way to
Jowa (Iowa Historieal Soc., lowa City, lowa, 1087), paze® 16O,
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Machinery for this ship was taken from the old Governor Ramsey

and the lumber came from the St. Croix region, With 3¢ teams and 60 men the caraven,
carrying all needed material, set out across the prairie toward the Red River, BSix
weeks after their arrival the boat was assembled and christenmed the Anson Korthup.

49,
It was launched in the spring of 1859,

A stage line was exbtended to Abererombie from St. Cloud and this
1ink helped 8%, Paul acquire the much desired monopoly of Red River trade?o.
Apparently navigation conditions were not satisfactory, and Northup
finelly refused to run the boat longer, 1t was purchased by J. Ce Burbank, operator
of a stage coach line, was renamed the Floneer, and received fair patronage, Several
other boats wore built on the Red River and the traffic continued for some yearif.
Although by 1860 the Red River trade was valued at $200,000 it
nover reached the level which St, Paul had anticipated and was not gufficient to
offget the decline in other fiolds?z.
On January 1, 1860, Alexander Ramsey was inaugurated as Governor,
this time elected by the people, ' This wug good fortume for the young state,
faced with difficult days. Ramsey was equipped by experiemce and guited by tempers
ament to meet the trying times which followed the opening of the Civil War,
The governor was a convinced anti-gslavery Republican and believed
wholeheartedly in the Union cavse, The treasury was empty but that did not prevent

him from setting the "pace for loyal govermors." With 1lit®le %o go on but sheer

organizing ability, he offered the first 4roops to the President, equipped regiments,

Z5. Tussell Plakeley, Opening of Uhe Red niver of the North vo Commercs and Cive
j1ization (Minnesota Iistory Collections, Vols 8, 18098), ppe 40-48,

50, Theo. Blegen, Sketch of James W. Taylor (Minnesota Hisbory Bulletin, Vol. 1,
Wos 4, Nov. 1915), ppe 166=1GY.
Bdwin Bell, Barly Steamboating on the Minnesota and Red Rivers (Y¥innesota
History Collections, Vol, 10, Fart 1), Ppe 94=90,
Calvin Schmid, A Social Saga of Two Cities (Minneapolis Couneil of Scelal
Agencies, Mpls., 1087 ), page 2l
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53,
supplied them and established hospitals.

For many years St. Paul had been able to ignore the existence of the

Indians tut in 1862, in a last hopeless struggle for liberation, the Sioux

rose in rebellion, and Ramsey found himself fighting on two frents, The outs

break only confirﬁed the queer twisted hatred which Ramsey felt for the Indians,
It required all his leadership to carry the state through this perilous poriifl:

Since the "Five Million Loan™ plan had come to nothing, Edmmd Rice and
Governor Ramsey were sent Bast to secure new capital for the continuation of
work on the Minnesota and Pacific Railroads It had been renamed the 5%, Faul
and Paoific end work was scheduled to get under way, but was delayed by the oute
break of the Civil War,

Again new backers had to be secured, but this time the woric was completed
as far as St, Anthony and was opened to travel in July, 1862, This road later
became part of the St, Faul, Minneapolis and HMenitoba Railroad, which was eventually
absorbed by the Greab Northerg?.

The St4 Paul and Sioux City Reilroad had been planned in 1857 but was
abandoned with the others, Some work had been done between Mendota and Shakopee,
under the operation of the Five Million Loan Amendment, but this collapsed before
congtruction of amy part of the line was complete,

In April 1861 a local paper commented on, "preparations for building all
over town. Hard times, conflagrations, bursting of banks and the d 4 + + 1 to
pay génerally, are umable to stop the growth of the metropolis of the Northwest

5Ge
¢ » » " Another reason for optimiem was touched upon in June of that year,

B8, Gen, James N, Darer, Alexander Ramsey, A lemorial bulogy (Minnesota History
Collections, Vol. 10, Tart 2, Fob. 1%5 Yo De 7100

56, Tbid = ppe 738785,

65, Col. VWilliem Crocks, The First Railroad in Minnesota (Minnesota History
Colleotions, Vel. 10, Tart 1), pps S46-A448,

56s Pioneer and Democrat, (St, Paul), April 3, 1861 (Minnesota Annals).
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"The Milwsukee (a steamboat) arrived yesterday moruing, having on board two
hundred and fifty Norwegiens . '+ « Most of them are practical farmers « .«
and « .+ o 'have got money' = real, hard, glittering gold pleces . 53."

If they hed but kmown i, however, the "glittering gold” was of lesser importance
than the coming of "practical farmers" to settle in the state,

New enterprise began basic changes in 8%, Paul's social and economie 1life,
In the towms end villages over the state enterprising men of St. Faul found a
rich source of business and trade, Retail merchants discovered that it was
profitable to handle the trade of small town storekeepers at prices slightly
lower than retail, and this combination of wholesale and retail merchandizing
continued for some time. As early as 1856, St, Paul merchants had gone to
eastern market centers to do their buying, thus establishing their independence
of $t, Louis and Chicage and alsc laying a base for St, Faul's dominance of the
jobbing trade of the Nerthwest,

In 1860 the first retail ond wholesale firm in 3t, Pavl loft the retail
field, to devote itself exclusively to the more profiteble ome of jobbing for
96, faul and Minnesota mrohan“bg?.

Rough, uncouth, genteel, elegant, complacent « all typify the future
Capital oity in ites candlelighted hour. Notables contribute something to 1ts
personality, and so do folk of humble station, Cultured New England, roughe
hewn Canada, overcrowded Purope = all comverging, and all imparting bone and
sinew to the wilderness pergonality of young St, Paul, Over wind-swept prairie,

ox eart, stage coach, covered wagon s o untutored volces in cabin and mart

blending with the refined accents of the eultivated = a strange medleyl

B7. Ploneer and Democrat, Dte raul, June B0, 1001,
58, Calvin Germid, Social Saga of Two Citles, Mpls. Couneil of Sociel Service
Agencies, Mpls,, 1087, De 22.
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Paradoxically emough the panic of 1887 had a stimlating influemce on
the wholesale trade of the Twin Cities, The reason was not hard to pguess,
Many small merchants, during the boom period, had enjoyed the privilege of
liberal credit from big eastern wholesalers, but after the panie the latter
became exceedingly cautious insofar as credit was concerned, The result was
that the local meweheant was restricted for supplies to Ste Pavl and St. Anthony,
& restriction conducive to adventages of & sort, the more obvious being & praise=
worthy cooperation between the Twin Citlies.

With recovery from the panic, even though it was gradual, a number of
buginess houges in both cities instituted a new program = the carrying on of
& combined wholesale and retail trade, which eould not be other than benefgzial.

In the summer of 1856, live the ghost of a vemished day, Taliaferro, the
impeccably forthright but too little appreciated Indian agent, was again heard
from, He mailed to a newspaper two letters written from a place without ie
dentification which, in lieu of a placee-name, he desipgnated as "Aceldema," An

air of mystery surrounds it, Fruitlessly one consults old maps trying to find

i%s precise location, It was given as "near Forb Snelling." The contents of

the letters, however, were of more than passing importance.

"It may not be deemed out of place abt this peried,” so the firet letter
van, "in the rapid end wunprecedented growths of cities, towns, and hamlets, and
population in Minnesota, to refer to the present data in reference %o some of
the higtorical reminiscences of the past,

"Some are curious to learn how certain locations received desipgnated
nemes. Mirmehaha was first indicated as the Little Falls « then as Browm's
Falls, in honor of Major General Brown, Lake Calhoun for the distinguished

Seeretary at the head of the VWar Department, and other smaller lakes = Harriet,

o9s s Be Price, ar ng of rarm producta, lplS., university of Minnesota
Press, 1927, ppes 20«24,
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- Bliga, = Abigail, = Lucy, etov., aftor the ladies of the ¢ivil and nilitary

of ficers of the Post,
e fipst measured distence from Fort Smelling %o Fort Crawford (Prairie
du Chien), was measured in February, 1822, by Quarter Master Sergeant Heckle,

with a pre amilator on a wheel which reported the distance by a gharp orackling

every few humdred yards; it wag invented by this good old German goldier, The
dighance waa 204 miles,
noould we write without the nge of the personal pronoun, & more comected
history of former years mipht be noted, but in conolusion it is due the Sioux
of your territory to record one fact as to them, and that is from the come
mencemont of our agency to its cloge, our frontier pioneers were never even mole
ested in their homes, nor did they shed one drop of American blood = while the
Chippewas, Winnebagoes, and S8acs and Foxes, were in the yearly habit of the
most vevelting and foul murders on all who unfo tunately fell in their war path,
“ie were in St. Paul on the 24th of June, the 'widows's son' was Irving's
Rip Ven Winkle » after a nap of fifteen yesrs, we awoke in the midet of fast
times, Ve saw meny signs, but not that of General Viashingtons Ve truly felt
bewildered when we found all the haunts and restingeplaces of the once noble
gons of the forest, covered by cities, towns and hemlets, Ve asked but few
questions = being to our mind received as a strange animal, if nothing worgg:“
In view of the miserable treatment accorded Major Taliaferro while
indian agent, treatment as unjust as it was reprehonsible and only palliated in
part by Col. Gnelling's considerate friendship end cooperation, the last sentence
of this letter goes far deeper than irony, When the definition of ACCLDEMA (or

ACELDAMA, as given in Vebster's dietiomary) is teken into consideration, the

70, Tieminlsinees (81c) of 8n Inaien Agent," rionmeer & Democrag, ouly lst, 1856 =
date of letter; Minnesota Amnals, July 11, .
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situstion reaches deep pathos, Here wes a man who, in all his contacts with
his fellows was & lover of fairplay and practiced it, a man congcientious to
the lagt soruple, a man who dealt fairly with his Indian charges on all oc=

casions, end moreover one whe had ever hoped to see them in a pesition Ho work

out their cwn destiny, who lamented in feeling words the passing of "the noble

Sioux" = only to find himself tiwarted in his unselfish work and allowed to drop
into an ignominious obscuritye.

History affords instances of greater ingratitude than this to faithful
servants, but hardly one more poigmant when the meaning of the term "Aceldama"
is congidered and the eircumstances attending Tallaferro's resignation, years
before, are weighed. 1In the diotionary's definition, "Aceldama™ is "the potters?
£i01d mentioned in Matt, XXVIIe=8, bought for a burial place for strangers with
the money taken by Judas for betraying Christ, and Acts le=18 as the scene of
the suicide of Judasy afterward called the 'Field of Blood,? Also, the system
of WaF + o+ o Which had already converted immenge tracts into one universal
acoldama," -De Quinceys

In widely different wnlks of like, other individuals were having “troubles
of their owne" The agrarien situation was nothing to grow enthusiastic over.
"Apricultural America ¢« + o Was a decentralized world, democratic, individualistie,
suspiciousy industrial America, behiﬁd which lay only half a dozen decades of
bristling experiment, was a centraliszing world, capitalistic, feudal, ambitious.
The one wWas & decaying order, the other a rising, and between thom would be
frietion till one or the other had become!nastgl:“

The lesson that there can be no prosperity in the eity without prosperity
on the farm, was yet to be learned. "Continental America was still half frontier
and half gebtled country. A thin line of homesteads had been thrush westward

£i11 the outposts reached well into the Middle Border = an wncertain thread

running through eagtern Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, overleaping the Indian

61, Parrington, Vernon iouiié = The Beginninga o Cribleal Realism in Amoricaj

roourt, Brace & Cos., 1930, ppe T=8e
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Territory and then rumning west inbto Temms « approximately halfway between the
Atlantic and the Pacifies Behind these outposts waas still mach unocecupied land,
and beyond were prairies, gray and waste, that stretehed te the foothills of
the Rocky Mountains, Beyond the mountains were the stretehes oi plains and
deserts, vast and forbldding in their alkaeli blight, te the wooded cSast renges
of the Pacifiec Oceagf;

Tn Minnesota agriculture, during the 1850-60 decade, sweeping chenges
were apparent, "Perhaps the most singular change," wrote one autherity, with
the subject of subsequent developments in mind, "was the increase in wheat proe
duetion from 1401 o over two million bushels.” He instenced increase of other
grains es followss "eorn « « o from 16,725 to 2,941, 952 bushelsy potatoes
from 21,146 to 2,516,485 bushelsy and the yleld of oats from 50,582 %o 2,176,002

bushels," Oats had beem the leading orop before, but corn had now displaced cats.

"Next car® pobatoes, and wheat and oats were not far behind, The homé market had

prown, too.” There were 64 counties where before there had been only nine, and

the populﬁtion had jumped from 6,077 for the entire territory to 172,128 for the
neW'stateTE'

Although oxecarts and their gayly uniformed drivers lent colorful and
romantie glamor to the age, the lot of the average pioneer was anybhing bub
glamorous, For this reason, perhaps, some of the pioneers continued %o mix
multiecolored alcoholic concoctions to achieve blue and yellow as well as pink

elephants, and momentary forgetfulness, Not that the lot of the squeaky ox cart

driver was a sec¢ond edition of paradisej far from it, Or thet his sobriety,

626 Ibfa:, PPe Tl o
635, Blegen, Theodore (, = "New Buildings Went Up Almost Over Wight," p. 2.
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over a duration, veached 100%. Everything considered, however, no more pictureaque
peried in history has existed than that of the ox otart and stagecoach,
For relaxation, which was so necegsary, the pioneers had recourse to

the theatre as woll as %o concert and musiec hallg, Amply they availed thome

selves of it, "They liked the theatre, supported dramatic associations of

their own, and welcomed visiting #roupes. Music lovers on the frontier heard
Ole Bull in 18566 end Adelina Patti the next year, and weloomed the Hutchinson
Brothers whemever they gave a concert, The Turners were early on the Mimnesota
soene and their gympnastic exhibitions were populaf‘%'.' The Turnverein, under
very officient professors of physieal culture, was to become an inoreasing part
of the life of athletie St, Paul,

Entertainment was varied and impressive, the programs containing the
nomes of famous stars. "Tonight will be performed Shakespoare's pgreat tragedy
of Macheth," announced a newspaper, "Mr, Co W, Couldock as Macbeth and Miss H,
Irvine as Lady Macbeth," A change of bill for the noxt night offered "ir,
Couldock as Richelieu and Miss Irvine as Julie DeMortimer," At the conclusion
of this engagement was Ole Bull's Concert, and following that "Hough and lMyers
(to) present(‘(';.'rerohant of Venice' and *Dance in the Dagli:"

Among the entertainers of this decade were the Peek Family of Bell Ringers,
and, in the tanbark field, Antonio & Carroll's Great World Circus. Two favorite
plays of which the pioneers never seemed to grow weary, were "Ingomar™ and "The

66,
Marblo Hoert." Two theaters quite frequently mentioned were Scoti's Theatre and

52, Ib1d, pe De
July 14, 15, 17 and 21, 1856,

65, Ploneer & Democrat
66, Dally Piomeer & Demoorat, Aug. 29, 1867,
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Peoples Theatre, That cirecuses drew well even then is attested by a orisp
notice « « o M"Antonio & Carroll's Circus is now performing in this eity %o
good houses," in the daily preagr:.

In the operatic field 8t. Paul "supported an opera company that published
its own organ, the YOpera Companion,® end in one season, at the Cerman Theater,
presented such operas as Rossini's 'Cinderelle,® Donizetti's 'Elixir of Love,!
Balfe's 'Bohemian Cirl! end Verdi's 'Il Trovatore,' There was even a modest
1iterature prodused in frontier Minnesoba, Harriet Bishop, the Vermont school
teschey, published in 1857 her book 'Floral Home,' A periodical enmtitled 'The
Frontier Wonthly' was brought out et Hastings in 1853?;

Cotillion parties at Lot Mpffetts Castle continued with unabated frequency

for the nimble-footed and pleagure-free, "On with the dance," he would announce

charecteristically, offering a "series of_/fhrhies" where "the charge will be very
/ 69
moderate, the object being to amuse the people « not %o malke money." WNo dance

floor in town was more popular, nor was any settler more loved and esteemed than
the man who, although dubbed an eccentric, nevertheless possessed forthright
qualitiesy Lot Moffet was meny sided, but every side of his character was open
and above board,

>0n September 16, 1859, the newspaper boys had some more innocent fum
with Lot Woffet, as follows: "0ld Settler Moffat has almost completed another
of his yearly additions to the Temperance House, on Jackson St. It is of the
Sarscenicecarevensera bizarre style of architecture, The whole structure offers

g fine field for architectural study. He has combined the charackeristics of

m- Thiti. Aug. 29' 18570
68, Dlepen, Theodore C. « New Buildings Went Up Almost Over Wight, pe 2.
69, Daily Picneer & Democrat, Dec, 1B, 1851,
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all the schools, although it is evident that the labyrinthian predominates,
The elothesg<line attachment on the top of the north wing, presents a fine

appearance (particularly on Mondays) end its light and alry convolutions cone

troot well with the Gothio peculisrities of the adjoining wing. The whole
7

establishment is en institution among us, and long may i% wu';e!"

It was not until 1861 that enterprising citizens of St. Faul orpaniszed
& volunteer fire department, Vo horses were used, the carts being pulled by
the firemen themselves, Water hed %o be pumped from cisterns. The apparatus
consisted of several hosescarts and one hook and ladder company, The latter
wag the Pore=rurmer of the first “Hook and Ladder Company" ebtill lcocetad in the
dowmbown district of St. Paul, the antiquated equipment of the originel squad
having been sold to Bau Claire, Wisconsin, in the day when fresh paint enmhanced
its intrinsic value,

Henry Jackson, Bartlett Presley, and other well lmown 3t, Favlites, were
members of Company 3, of this orgenization., MNrs. Bs Presley, wife of the fruit
merchant, was called "mother of the fire department," She earned the title by
gealous effort, "At every fire she'd ¢ome and serve us coffee and sandwiches,"
gtates a OSeysareold survivor, the last of the organization, We had meny harde
ships, Our worst fire was the old Conmeert Hall, where two brothers, Charles and
Augugt Mueller, were forced by the flames to jump from the eighth floer. One
was a cripple for life, It's a wonder both weren't killed, And if they'd only
had presence of minds they were teilors and could have unrolled a bolt of eloth
and come down bthat way, It would have held their weight, at least broke! their

1.
falle"

0. Dally Fioneer & Democrat, SOpte 10, 1000U.
Chris 1'v‘ing member of St. Paults Velunteer Fire Department.
Interviowad ududrd&f. Gopts 27, 1941,
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A humorous ineident occurred before the October of that year wore awmy
an inecident in which a St. Paul clergyman was principel actor, At a Fourth
of July ecelebration in another oity he was galled upon to act as ohaplain, His
prayers were "for definite blessings on farmers, mechanies, lawyors, and all
clagses of people, but when he came to politicians, he rather hesitated, but
finally said = "Oh, Lord, meke politicians as honest ag eircumstances will admit}®
The sneedote concludes with the assurance that "4his was truly a estholic gentiment,
and the whole congregation mentally respondad - AZEQ;"

A cultural survey, contrasting East and Viest ab this time, would have ree
vealed lapggard the cultural artss In the words of a professor of sociology at
the Tniversity of Wisconsin + .« « "family imtercourse, money-malking, religlon,
and politics swmed up the strong interests of 1ife in the Mddle West, while
musie, art, literature, and secience were neglected, Outside a few university
centers, easy popular standards of excellence prevailed, and there was little
spur to high achievement in any lian.

Tn peneralizing Prof, Ross writes; "If we note the birthplace of the
first thousands of living Americans, we find thet « « « "of living Americans
1isted in ' Wao's Who in America,! the Middle West contributes 44 for every
100,000 inhebitents it had in 1860, while the Bast sontributes 82, or nearly

twice as many," Yet, such was the progress of the region that this author fel®

justified in growing optimistic before he finished his study in contrasts, "Come

WS TDally Ploncor & Democrat, UCGs 40, LUbUs
73, Ross, U . = (hanging America, Studies in couwtemporary gociety,
The Century Cosp 1912, Ds 220
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parigon of the two regions in literacy, in publie instruection, in state aid %o
gschools, in library extension, in penal systems, in state care of defectives,
in anti«tuberoulosis activities, in ecityepark systems, and in the beauty of
publie bulldings, shows 1ittle or no difference," His deductbion, overlapping
the period to some extent, was that although "the East is ahead in urban sane
itation, the Grange movement and the woman's club movement ., + . the Middle
West makeg the better shewing in c:lty-glanning, gtate parks, and the establishe
ment of leglslative reference 1ibmrig;:“

At this early date, however, nobody could reasonably expcot to gsee fulle

blowm any rose of culture either Hast or West, but both plants were beariug buds,

end bude, we kmow, have a habit of blossoming Af given time,

Although Lot Moffet was regarded ag an eccentrie by his fellow citizens

his rood work in the publie interest continued without let-up., His name appears
frequently in the press, and he is active in many direetiongs Living in a day
when there was no Relisf Soclety, W, Pe Ae, Or Social Security, "he was always
ready to aid and willing to assist in all charitable work for the betterment of
the town in which he liveZ?'.‘

When in 1861 the rebellious gung of the South were mubtering, and it was
rumored thet Lot Moffet intended to go military and mount cannon on his Castle,
the oity walited with interest for detalls, UEveryone knew that at the proper time ‘
the jovial reporters would take full advantege of the opportunity teo app;‘ziiz;'ﬁiﬁinm

of the faots, The reporters had taken %o calling the patriarchalelooking old

gontleman "Tnele® Lot Moffet, Bven from the days that cltizens were obliged to

b (T T P
76« Yurray, Wms Pitt. « Yurray Papors, 5.
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descend 8 stairway to emter the Castle, that is from street level, it had been

the seme and "inele Lot" was used to the good=natured jibes, Tt couldn't be
said of many hotels that "the first floor commenced where the roof left offe"

The "Castle," or if you prefer, Temperance House, wag one of the three
hotels at which aleoholic thirsts could not be quenched or saloonitics cajoled.
"Oentral House, The Temperance House and St, Paul House - all conducted withe
out & hnzf Qad, nopetheless, their followings Emphatically, this was not. a
abate of affairs such as Pierre Perrant might have envisioned in the heyday of
his trade, if indeed he had ever envisioned anything without the aid of heavy
gtimulations

Wothing dawmted by untiring repertorial attention, probably with an
imrard satisfaction, & chuckle deepedown, & merry twinkle in his kindly eyes,
lot Moffet resumed his work ss amateur contractorebuilder, Ome can imapine hinm
even piving his ample beard an extra tug as he resolved %o complete his castle
» 811 in good times And observant citizens must agree that it is infinitely
better to build & castle out of substance than "in the air," So, in October
1861, "mele Lot," to borrow a reporter's term of endearment, has again somée
thing to show for his work in leisure hours, and we read; "The walls of Moffet's
Castle are nearly completed, They have been erected almost entirely by the labor
of his own hands, and differ in more respecta than meet the eye from some obther

T
Castles in this vieinity = they are not surmounted by a 'cupola,'”

76e oCs raul Dally Press, Yay 24, 1801.
77. Piloncer Democrac Daily, Octs 11, 18C1,
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Moffet's Castle, even in ite unfinished state, bore little resemblance
to the boarding house in the ravine from which it originated « the ravine through
which had flowed & creek, Mr, Moffet, most historiens agree, was an unusual man,
His 1ife, as it unfolded, tended to prove the accuracy of Historian Newson's verbal
portrait of him, "a men of strong sterling prineiples, and did a great deal of
good in the day in which he lived . + + eccentric but honesty a striet temperance
man, violently so, and yet kind and popular; he was not & politician bubt a leading

B2.

Meson &« ¢ =« universally respected,

Allen and Chase, two femiliar names in the development of the stagecoach

business from the year 1852, when their lines were absorbed by the Mimnesota Stage

Company, upon the organization of that company, retired from business in 1860, and
John L, Merriam and J. C. Burbank, previously identified with the forwarding bus-
iness, took over their interest, the firm of Burbank, Blakeley & Merriam resulting.

LaCrosse was, in the beginning, the nearest railroad terminus and to
and from that point regular trips were made by the stagecoaches - passengers, mail
and express matter being carrieds Although not the first orgemized system of over=-
land transportation, the stage business, umder efficient management, was hailed
with delight by press and populace.

Newspapers which had found much to exult over in the comings and goings
of the Pembina ox carts, dwelling on their value to St. Faul, not to mention the
unique niche they filled, grew enthusiastic alsoe over stagecoaches. The transitional
period was a stimulus to the imagination,  Ox cart into stagecoach, stagecoach into
train, train into something the pioneer could not see, even dimly » the airplanel

Trains were %o survive, but not ox carts, not stagecoaches, And eonsidering o

B%. Newson, Ts M., ren Pictures, p. .
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what impressive proportions the stagecoach business had grown, as apexed in
the early sixties, it ig small wonder fow could foresee the demise of the stage-
conch, MHowever that demise did not come until a most useful service had been ful=-

filled,

I+ was, to be sure, quite an advan¢e from cavts, coisirustad as they

were in the most primitive desism, to coaches of at least more graceful outline.
In the case of the comch, too, prospective passengers fit into the picture, and
with some degree of creature comforts, although ocreature comforts gould not be
sbressed, Contrastively, when one censiders that solid wheels turning on wooden
axles without the bemefit of lubrication wheels, held together merely by wooden
ping, were capable of sustaining a weight of from seven to eight hundred pounds,
with the motive power furnished by oxen which were hitched to the ocart by buffalo
hide in the shape of bands, the wonder grows that ox carts could have fumcticned
go welle The man who usually had charge of four such carts in a caravan, must
have been s paragon of patience. On the other hand the driver of a stagecoach
mugt have had a relatively easy task.

When an ox cart caravan was ready te start on a trip, forming as i%
did in single procession, it must have been an interesting sights The price of
these carts is said 4o have been about §15 each, and were durable emocuch to survive
three trips. To transport & ton of pgoods by this means cost from £90 to $100.
Halfbreed and quarter=breed drivers, their white strain presenting many idioms
and dialects, were as ploturesque linguistically as they were in appearanee, with
their coarse blue=cloth costume = ar und the waist a red sash, on the head a bead-
worked cap, end with feet mocassined., ¥o lover of ornament ever indulged his pene
ohant with more satisfaction than did the driver of the Red River ox cart.

A typical newspaper item, touching om the arrival and departure of

the ox cart, ammounced on July, 1861: "There has been for a week or two a
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picturesque encanpment of Red River mem, on the prairie near the St. Anthomy road.
There are from fifty to seventy-five carts, end at night they are all ranged in
& oirele, with the shafts pointing inwvard, Within the circle are tents, and around
them the campfires which serve the double purpose of cooking and to keep off mosquitoess

The dark skins, and long halr and singular dress of the party, and their unique oute

fit for trawelling are always objects of curiosity te the people of the regiog?;

And in June, 1862, we read that "The long trains of oxeocarts from the

Red River country are daily arriving in this eity laden with wvaluable furs. GSome
fifteen or twenty passed through Third street yesterday, with their uwmique trappings,
and deposited their cargoes with the agents of the fur companies, and on their return

they will relieve our grocers, hardware end other merchants of a large propertion

of their stock.;

Remarkable, censidering the pericd, were the systematiocally scheduled

trips of ox cart and of stagecoach = remarkable in service and in regularity of

performance, oonsidering the odds, The St, Paul of that da;%:o doubt appreciated

the difficulties wnderlying them, realizing the faots,

Perhaps no year ever cloged with darker forbodings than 1860, Across
the Mason and 6&;&6 line bristled two gorgons of impending confliet = disunion
and slaverye. Southern skies grew blacker day by day, Rumblings of rebelllon shook
Dixieleand and electrified the North, The National situation was but reflected in
St. Paul with business depressed, banks failing, ‘depreciation of currency, and ine

vestments in a tailspin, In some instances it was difficult to figure out which

was the more unbalanced = the checkbook oy the investors

T9e Ste Paul Ploneer Demoorat Daily, July 16, L80Le
84, 5t. Paul Daily Presﬁ. June 27, 1862,
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A wide=spread belief prevailed that secession from the Thion by ine
tractible cottoneproducers and slave~holders was inevitable, An amicable adjuste

ment seemed not at all likely,
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Ninager, REmfyxingxthexzx This town was never to become Donnelly's dream -~
a metropolis, Even after its youthful founder had ® obtained a post officd, the
stage drivers refused to -hmmsxxthmxsx stop at the séttlement, and the citizens
were forced to walk three miles to Hastings for their mail, o

In 1858 the firm of Forbes and Kittson, having been i= dissolved,
Kittson concentrated on his Red River trade which continued until 1860, He then
was made agent for the Hudson Bay Company and established, with James J, Hill
a line of steameres and barges on the Red River, Under the name of the Red
River Transportation Company, this firm grew into a large corporation with
hesdquarters in S5t, Paul,

Trom the time of the first merchandise store, St, Paul's development

left the city

into s jobbing center had been steady., Ox cart,c loaded with clothing, nails,
flour and returned dbringing buffale, hides and furs,

By 1866 St, Paul's volume of trade was so great the Mississippi

destined

boats ecould mot keep up with it, Oreat piles of freight, imsiimmk for St, Paul
accumulted in Dubuque and Dunleith despise the fact that 200 steamboats arrived

at St, Paul the first two months of open water that year, This record equalled

that of the entire previous seascn, The lande west and north were being settled
20

fast, and glmost overnight the city found itself the centre of a populous ares,
iz An additional stimulus to trade was the fact that for the first

time Minnesota had a surplus of agricultural products, Xxmx Large quantities

of oats, potatoes and cranberries were sent out, although due to a price decline

the business was not very profitable, Potatoes which had sold for $1,25 a bushel

fam two years before, now sold for 25 cents a bushel. 21,

The saxkimsk first capital building, axstrustuxexx was occupied
by the legislature in ¥ January 1854, Theugh the location of territorial

institutions had been decied upon, behind-the-scenes plans were being
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UG
when all of, the United Stabes and New Jorsey are on a spreo,"  Six days later
97,
it was headlined that "The Year of Jubillce Has Come" = the Union was vietorious,

The joy occasioned by victory was not lomg to last, On April 16, 1865,
the Pioncer, which had bitterly orposed President Lincoln, reported black newss
"Like ‘& elap of thunder from a clsar sky, burst yesterday morn upon thls community
the intelligence that Abraham Lineoln had been assassinated, Every man stopped,
ed pale, as though some overwhelming personal calamity had
suddenly overtaken him,"
1% was not wntil July that large numbers of troops retumed to the city.

2

For some there were banquets and ovetions, bub for the First and Second Mimnesota

Repiments, who had suffered a terrible tell, there was a solemm mustering oud

one evening at Fert Smelling, The occasion was a mou® touching one and there
a "subdued expression on every fece at the parting with comrades of the march
98.
battle for four long years,"

spair were at an end.

+

The wyar had pasged, the years of hardship and de
Yanl oitizens were cerbtain that the promige of their e¢ity end gtate was near fule

fillment, In this they were not to be disappointed,

OGe Obs raul baily Pioneer, April 4, 18G5,
97 Dte raul Daily rioneor, April 10, 18656,
o8, 5%, raul Daily rioneor, July 6«20, 18685,
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The Hosts of Apmed len

"The Clouvds are thiek , .+ & It loocks to me as though the Government
would be dismembered," wrote Minnesota's Senator Morton Wilkinson to Gevernor
Ramsey on January 16, 1861y The state's semior senmator, Henry ¥, Riee, who
Pelt some sympathy toward the South, made an even gloomier predietion, "Within
hirty days," he wrote, "there will not be a dollar in the Treasury & perhaps

1.
no governmenti”™

The olouds were indeed thick. Dark omens, as 1861 opened, presaged
transfer of the Mirrepressible confliet™ between the states from a struggle
power within the legal framework of govermment to an armed competition om
field of battle,

Minnesota had been the starting point for a legal wrangle which was to
any possibility of peace. Dr, John Emersom, surgeon at Fort Snelling, toeok
glaves, Dred and Harriet Secott, with him when he was transferred to Jefferson

Barracks, Misgouri, in 1838, After Emerson's death in 1852, Scott, with the

aid of the sons of his former owner, Peter Blow, sued for his freecdom. Scott
contended that his residence in free territory for a period of four years had
made him a free man., The United States Supreme Court, in 1857, held otherwise,
ruling that a slave was not a oitizen and had no standing in a United States court
to sue for himself. DBy this decision the Missourl Compromise, which for scme
yoars had maintained an illusory peace between the North and the South, was

e
rendered vold,

1. rYolwell, Ws We, & History of Winnesota, Vols 2, Minnesota Nistorioal Society,
St. Yaul 1924, pp. 70«71,

2, Holcombe, R. I, and Fubbard, Lucius F,, Minnesota In Three Centurles,
Vol, 1, Publishing Society of Minnesota, Nankato, 1008, DPs O0=07se




As the Minnesota Register observed, "One praised Minnesota--yet in her swaddling

clothes but destined‘like her own Borealis, to be the n&hem light" of the Unionm.
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That this legislation was worse than & mekeshift is believed by many

aound observerss "The Dred Secott decision was a blow to popular sovereigntys
Se
for it meant that the territories had no legal choice but to accepth slaverys”

The "radical® dootrines of the Republicen party had found growing favor

among the farmers of southern Minnesota who, ginge the panic of 1857, were finde
4,
ing ocempetition with the slave economy intelerable and imrogsible. The election

of 1859 placed the Republican party securely in contrel of the state government,

Aexander Remsey, who had been elected rovernor, was a strong antieslavery Republican
Oe

and believed wholeheartedly in the preservation of the Uniom,

T2 el e
Winnesota had been edmitted to the Union in 185683 Oregon in 1859; and

there were now eipghteen free and fifteen slave states,

St, Paul in April 1861 hed just re-elected John 8, Prince, a Democrat,

Be
for his socond Herm a5 meyer, Ona of St, Paul's founders,

¥
i

Henry He 9ibley, was

on the point of leaving to attend the strife-torn Demoeratie National Convention
Te

at Charleston, Ss Cs  5t. “aul, in marked contrast with her sister cities of

St. Anthony and Minneapolis, remained staunchly Democretie and expressed some

sympathy with the Southemn cause,

®. Morricon and Commager, VOle 1, Pe 920s

4, "The 1921 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Historical Soclety," linnesota
Eisbory Bulletin, Vol 4, No, 1«2, February and May, 1921, p. - e

5. Taker, Oene James H., "Alexander Ramsey, a Memorial Eulogy," WMinnesota
History Collections, Vol, 10, Part 2, Feb, 1905, St, ‘aul, pp. T38=1085,
ifinnesote Vriters' Project, The Mayors of 8t., Paul, 1850«1940, Office
of the Mayor, St. Paul, 1940, p. 27.
West, Nathaniel, Ancestry, Life and Times of Henry H. Sibley, Ploneer Fress
Publishing Coe, Ste Paul, 1889, pp. 244=-240,
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On April 12 Confederate troops opened fire on Fort Sumter., Two days
later word was received in Washington that the Fort had been oocupied by the
Southern army, Oovernor Ramsey, in the national capital at the %ime, porsonally
called on the Seeretary of War and offered a thousend Minnesota men for the
defense of the ﬂniog: For this, Minnesota is eredited with having been the
first of the loyal stetes to offer troop::

Two days later, Lioutenant Governor Ignatius Donnelly, acting in the

absence of Ramsey, issued a proclamation in 8b, Paul ealling for volumteors.

™Miinmesota is called upon to do her duty in protecting the National Flag, and

the National Capital from the assaulbs of invading traitors. Let her respond
as becomes a State attached to the Union, That she will do so we have no doubt.
In twenty days our regiment will be ready for the fieldfg.

The response to the call was immediate, A meeting of the Piomeer Guards,
held in the Armory on the same evening, diseussed enlistments and repgistered
those desiring to volunteer. Josias Re King was the first %o append his name,
and was thus the first volunteer from the state of Ninnesii;. While enlistments
proceeded briskly arrangements were being mede teo train recruits, Fort Smelling,
whieh had been abandoned as a military post some years before, was the only place
available and convenient for the pufpose. It was hastily renovated and made ready

o receive the first men from Minnesota destined to fight ouvtside the stete's

borders.

B, Tolwell, Ws We, History of Winnesotl, VOle 2, PDs I10w(ls

0. Some statements Nave been made that Minnegota provided the first troops, This
is incorrect. Winnmesota was the Tirst state to offer troops but lassachusetts
was the first actually to put troops in the field, That state sent fifteen
hundred men to Forb Monroe onm April 19, 1861, See Magsachusetts, A Guide to

Ite Places and People, Houghton Mifflin, BDoston, 1987, pPe 290,
10, BF, Faul Dally rress, April 17, 1861,
11, MNinnesota In The Civil and Indian Wars, Vols, 1, ps 5.
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On Monday, April 29, ten companies assembled at the Fort for training,
Two of the companies were composed entirely of St, Paul men; The Floneer
Guards wnder Captain Alexander Wilkin, the St, Faul Volunteers under Captain
Williem He Acker, 8¢, Paul citizens were also well represented smonpg the
other companiess On the day the troops assembled, Govermor Ramsey appointed
the necessary field and staff officers, among whom were Col, Willis A, Gorman,
Lte Cols Stephen Miller and Major Willlam He Dik:?.

When training began the troops were without rifles, ammmition, field
equipment and uniforms, Most of these materials were requisitioned nationally
but for a time the matter of uniforms was left to be dealt with loecallys A
firm of elothing contractors furnished an outfit which consisted of red flamnel
shirts, blue trousers and slouch hats of blaek felt. When the troops later
engaped in battle it was found that the emsemble provided an excellent target
for rebel fire and it was replaced by something less OOﬂspicuoﬂzf.

8t. Paul's citizenry, for the most part, disregarded partisanship and,
although they disapproved of Lincoln and felt that abolitionism was distasteful,
the war effort was supported without stint, The St. ¥aul Lyceum, a litorary
society, provides an example of the public temper, The club, which two months
before had been holding academic debates on the issue of slaveii: met on the
evening of April 25 to declare itself adjourned "for the purpose of volumteering

15,
for the defense of their country,"

12, Winnesota In The Oivil and Indian Wars, Vole 1, De Os

13, Tolwell, W, W,, A History ol Minnesota, Vols 2, ppe 79«80,
14, 8t. Paul Daily Press, March 22, 1861,

15, 8%, Faul Dally Press, April 25, 1861,
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Less practical but equally significant of popular sentiment were the
efforts of eccentric Lot Moffet, keeper of the hostelry Imown as Temperance
House, At the begimming of hostilities, Moffet had undertaken to enelese his
establighment with thick stone walls, Rumors cireulated to the effect that
"the Pourth @nd Jackson street angles are to be provided with two rows of cage-
mate batteries, with embrasures sufficiently large to accommodate teneinch
Columbiades, Down in the extreme depths of the castle will be furnaces for
heating shot, which shot when needed for active use, will be elevated to their
place in the batteries by a patent contrivance in military engineering art,
which will prove the erowning glory of the old man's 11%3:"

Several of the newly orgenized companies were ordered to rellieve for
a short time the regular troops at Forts Ridgely, Ripley and Abercorombie., Om
June 14, 1861, the First Regiment received orders to proceed east immediately,
Colonel Gorman recalled the men from the outlying forts, and, early on the
morning of Jume 22, the regiment was assembled, heard a short address and ine
voeation by the Reverend Be D, Weill, newly commigsioned chaplain, and embarked
on steamers at the Fort, They left the bests at the upper levee in 8%, Faul,
marched through the oity for final farewells, and reaching the lower levee,
again boarded the stesmers and sailed on the first lap of the long journey te
the Potomaiz.

Shortly after arrival in the east, the regiment, through Chaplain Neill,
appealed to the citizens of Minmesota for a hospital fund, Out of a total of
$1,917.72 collected in the state, St, Paul contributed 5575.83, garnered from
such varied sources as "Hope Engine Co., $20,00 « « .+ Germans, per Chas, Leinau,

847,60 « o o Vrsy We L¢ Banning's domestics, $0,50 ¢« + o 8ty Paul Female

Seminary, $7.00."

16. B5t, Faul Daily 'ress, lay 24, 1061,
17, Wnnesota In The Civil and Indisn Wars, 1861-1866, Vol. 1, pp. 4«5,
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The response to the appeal was so gratifying that Heill wrote to
Governor Ramsey on August 13, 1861, "Don't kill us with kindness, Tell liberal
men and noble women to gend no more money and clothinge God bless them."

Neill distributed the money to the sick and wounded with a rere humanity.
If some expenditures are a bit vegue, they may well be attributed to Neill's
desire to ease the mem in their most trying moments. The following 1istings
may be found among the accountsy "For Oum Bougies, $2.,00 , .+ . s Brandy and
provisions furnished fatigued soldiers after battle by Sutler King, $43.,60 « .
+ ©chickens for Biddle, $1.00 & . . oysters for Cummings, $0.50 . « &+ &
wine for Cumnmings, $1.,00 + + . Richmend prisoners of war, $100}gé.“

On May 5, 1861, Governor Ramsey tendered another regiment to President
Linepln, but these troops were not immediately called easts

In the meantive the First Regiment, with many St. Paul men in its renks,
was zoing through black days., ' On July 21, less than a month from the day of
its departure, it participated in the disastrous battle at Bull Rum, Forty-nine
Minnesotans fell on the soil of "rebellious, deluded Virginia,"™ and Colonié

.

Gorman commented that it had been "more of a slaughter than ean equal combat,"

On August 8, 1861 the St, Paul Daily Press reported that "the Battle

Flag of our gallant First Regiment, all tattered and torn by rebel bullets at

Bull's Run, arrived last night by the Worthern Belle." ' The next day the flag

was "vigited end examined by hundreds of our citizens . + + There is a
tremendous rent through the union near the staff cormer, made as we understand,
by a piece of shell, Then there are fifteen bullet heles through different parts

20,
of’ the flﬁg e ® ) -

18, Nelll, E, D., Histos* of TMinnesota, St. Taul, 1602, pps 060=865,
19, Minmesota in the Ulvil and Indian Wars, Vel. 2, pp. 22-25, 31,
20. 5%, Paul Dally Press, August 8, 9, 1861,
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Towards the end of September the Second Minnesota Regiment was assembled
at Port Snelling preparatory to its departure for the battle fieoldss A con=
temporary relates that on October 13, "the day being calm and bright, there was
a great rush of people towards the Fort + . o+ Almost every yehicle in tom
was there, and sbout 1,000 poople went up on the City Belle + + o Some of

2le

the parting scenes were very touching.," On the mext morning "tents were struck

and everything packed and put on board the steamers Northern Belle and Keokuk

« o ‘o The people of St, Faul turned out en masee into Third Street + . .

in & short time the boate arrived at the Upper levee, The soldiers went up

fagle Street to Winslow Hovse, and then made a gharp turn into Third. Street,

heading towards the Lower Levee, Sidewalks and windows were crowded, Little
cheering but many tears » + « One thousand stalwart men, handsomely wniformed
and completely equipped - & thousand bayonets gleeming in the sun, Soon back

on board and the boats embarked. The soldiers waved their hats end cheered
22,
loudly = but there was little response from the shore,"

If the town was saddened by the departure of its young men, it was also
ghadowed by other difficulties resulting from the war, The eurrencies of several
neighboring states, including Wiseonsin and Illineis, had guffered a serious

depreciation due to the fact that they were largely secured by bonds of seceding
284
gtates. This caused considerable financial confusion in St, Paul, The distrust

of the innumerable varieties of papef money then in eireulation was such that
"an infrequent dollar fiiding its way into one's possession was of doubtful valuwe

until the arrival of the next steamer with the 1atest issue of the Bank Note
24, AT v

Reporters"

¥l. Ploneer and Democrat (ote saul) October 13, 1801,

22, Tloneer and Vemoorat (Ste Panl) October 14, 1861,

23, Tatohin Gydney, "ihe Development of Banking in Minnesota,"' !’anesota Hisiory
Bulletin, Vols 2, Nos 3, Augs , 1917, pe 169,

24, Voore, Frank, Reminiscences of Ploneer Days in 8t, Paul, Pioueer Fress Pubs Co.,
S5te Paul, 1908, Pe Te
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A meeting of the pringipal business men of the eity was held in the
hall of the Merchantile Library Association on June 11, 1861 to determine action
in regard %o the ruinous rates of exchange resulting from the worthless and
doubtful eurreney in circulation, For the protection of business it was decided
"not teo accept any ocurremcy that would not be redeemed promptly in U, 84 coin,
by ownera.or agents of said bank in St. Paul at a rate not exceeding 1 per cent
disoountfs. Ferhaps as & result of this decision the Cenbtral Pank closed its
doors two woeks later. There was great excitement among the vietims and some
threats of vioclence but, as one newspaper commented, "the mass of the people
have bécore so used to being swindled that a repetition of the game was baken
quite philosoPhicalis:“

Despite the financial chaos it e¢ould be said that the business outlook
was "brighter than any time sinee 1857," The fudson's Bay Company conbinuved
to recoive immense guantities of goods through Burbank and Company, thus maine
taining the commercial importance of the cit;?. Prospects for railroad cone
struction alse began to improve.

Tn June 1861 The Minnesota and Pacifiec Railroad organized to complete
the trackage between St. Paul and St, Anthony. The road bed had been very
little injured by the elements, albthough it had been neglected for a period
of three years and was overgrown with weeds, A sale and reorganization of the

28,
company cleared up all legal embarrassments and construction was ready to begin,

25. 0%, Paul Dally Press, June 12, 100ls
28, T"—Tﬁg—’&r oneer en moorat (St. Paul) June 27, 186l.
27, B€, raul Daily rfress, July 6, 1861,

28, - St Paul Daily Press, August 16, 186l also gee Pioncer and Demoerat,
July 12, 1861,
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Farly in September 1861, the stesmer Alhambra "came to port with unusual
demonstrations, in the shape of ringing of bells, sereaming of whistles ¢ o «
quite a number of persons woere drawm o the lewvee, in spite of the drizzling rain,
It was soon discovered that she had on board, snd in her barges, a fine locomotive

called the William Crooks, in honor of the chief enginecer of the Minnesota and

Pacific Railroad, two platform and one box ear, two hand cars and fifty tons of
track iron « « » The people have been fooled so of'ten for the last eight years
in their railroad expectations, as to have become almost ineredulous of ever have
ing the pleasure of a 'ride on the rialroad,' over the soil of this state, and
seaing the motive power and the rails right before their eyes, was quite oxe
hilarabing; and loud cheers expressed their gratification,” It was predicted
that the rest of the rails and ears would soen arrive, and that by December

first ™we cdan visit our St, Anthony friends in the caig:"

Chief Engineer Crooks at first intended to have the road completed by
October, but low water kept the regt of the rails dowm river and disheartening
delays were once more the order of the da;?. In Ootober 1881 financial difficulties
piled up sand the road was once again forced to sugpend activitigz:

On September 18, 1861, almost a month after the departure of the Second

Regiment, Governor Ramsey had isgsued orders for the orpanization of two or more

additional regiments, The Third Regiment was sent to Kentucky where it passed

the winter guarding railreads, and the Fourth was ordered to join Halleck's army
7 32
in northern Mississipri.

$8. Plonoer and Democrat, (oG. raul) september 10, 1861,

30, Yioneer and Demoocrat, September 13, 1861,

%1. Tioneer and Democrat, October 30, 1861

32, Tolwell, Ws We, A History of Minnesota, Vel. 2, pps 92«95,
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Reeruiting for the Fifth Regiment went forward more slowly, and it
was not wntil Sunday, “ay 12, 1862 that Governor Ramsey presented a flag to
this regiment as token of its organization, All did not proceed smoothly, The

St. Paul Pionmeer and Demoorst reported that "there was a lively time in the eity

Sunday afternoon while the dress parade was going forward at the Fort, in ecateche-
ing degerters from the vegiment, It appears that the soldiers were all paid

of f last week, and many of them not 1liking the idea of marching at once into
active serviece, concluded to desert; and on Sunday, the plans were put inte
operation, and out of two companies, nearly one-half escaped from the Fort,

The alarm was given, and in the afternoon most of them were captured and returned
to the Fort, where we presume they ere now doing penance + « -« The steamer
Hawkeye Sbate will go up this morning for the purpose of embarking the Fifth

&
Regiment."

Continued reverses suffered by the Union armed forces had slowed down
reeruiting and later brought it almost to a halt, The quotas assigned to Ramsey

County by the staté governmént were more and more diffieult to fill. TUerecic

measures wers nocessary to answer the need for more soldiers. As an inducement

%o enlistment for regiments already in the field the government offered “a

premium of £3,00, upon enlistment $25,00, upon joining regiment one month's

pey in advance $13,00, Total $41,00,* Individuals who were not in a position

o serve were asked to "take over and guarantee support of the family of some
86,

brave man who is willing to goe." A citizen's meeting raised five thousand

dollars for the payment of bounties to volumteers and for the support of soldiers!

T8. Ploneer and Democrat (5t, raul ), May 13, 1862.
34, Pioneer and Democrat, July 16, 1862.
85, Ploneer and Democrat, July 16, 1862,
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fandlies. The sentiment of the meeting was said o have been that "Remsey
56e
County must raise her quota without drafting « % 9

"

Gormen citizens were particularly aroused by the peril to the Unione
Many of them were exiles from their native land as participants in the German
revolution of 1848 and were wholehearted believers in the principles of freedom
repregented by the Union causgf. A Gormen meérchant issued the following appeals
"I wish o join the patrietic Cermans that are enlisting in this ¢ity, for the
protection of their adopbed country against its enemios, T will sell my stook
of groceries and provisions, and rent my store, and take my place among my brave
followecitizens with the hosts of armed méne In thie way I can leeve my large
and dependent family, with & brave heart and stoub courazg:"

As the deficieney was nct filled by any of the measures btaken, the Var
Department, on August 4, 1862, ordered a draft from the various state militia
bodiess This order, a virtual deeclaration of martial lew, caused considerable
plarm, It was reported that “a number of the oraven~hearted in our midst ime
nediately took alarm and fled the city, Cols Robertson, with Mayor Prince,
took measures, on Sunday morning last, %o insure the arrest of these covardly
deserteras, We are under martial law, and the commmity may rest assured that

39,
the orders of the government will be strictly enforced,"”

0. Floneer and Domoorat, AUgust 12, 1062s

87, W%, Paul Daily rress, April 23, 1861 and Stillwater Messenger, Sept. 24, 1861,
%8, Tloneer and Demoorst (Sts Paul), August 15, 150<,

59, TPloneer and Demoerat, August 12, 1862.
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Clergymen exhorted their followers to join the army, One appeal in

particular was commended by the Dailz Presss "We tele great pleasure in ecalling

general attention to the manly, patriotic and Christian admonitions addressed,
at the request of Bishop Grace, by the Reve Mry Ireland, at the Cathedral last
Sunday, to the Irish Catholics , ', 4?5

It was said of Archbishop Ireland that “"when Civil War shook the nation
he was not one to sit on the gidelines, "but joined the Minnesota I'ifth Infantry,
and as their chaplain won the affection of the whole regiments Whén smmumition
was scarce at the Battle of Corinth, and the Confederate Army had breached the
Union lines and men were refusing to fight without arms, Father Ireland, it is
related, rallied the recalcitrants. Suddenly he "came rushing down the street
heedless of the bullets flying around hims ‘Here are your cartridges, boys,' he
eried., ' 'Don't spare t?ai%:"

It was just another case of Arechbishop Ireland's versatility. His manye
sidedness elicited many tribubes, as for instance the followings "Small wonder
that many called him the "Minnesota Blizzard.,' In spite of these fighting qualities
he wes a kindly man and full of concern for his fellowifa

Not long after the Battle of Vicksburg, having contracted a fever, Arche
bishop Ireland returned to Sts Paul, the population of which mew exceeded the
ten thousand mark. "A fine brick cathedral stood on the cormer of Sixth and
Wabagha streets o + o the aiyr was full of %talk about the steel rails to be

20, Ob, Paul baily Trese, JuTg 28, 1063,
41, Winifred letherly in the 5S¢, Paul Pioneer Press, - Feature Section, p. 4,
May 18, 1941.

42, Tvid, Yay 18, 1941, p. 4.
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gstretehed aoross the continent comnecting St. Paul with both sea coasts," and
Irelend, a theologien who never forgot his interest in celonizatien, found in
the prospect something to mitigate his illness,

Not all signs were of an éncouraging nature, however, since "among the
folk who flocked to the city were gamblers and speculators. Traces of frontier
violence lingered on, in spite of the rigorous pemalties for thallooing, cursing,
and screaminé?:"

The Eighth Regiment, %o ‘b3£ "eomposed of citizens of Irish birth," had
begun organization some time befu;;:

The newspapers were sharp in dealing with those who hed yet escaped

enlistment, A blistering editorial in the Pioneer and Democrst of Aupgust 9,

1862, noticed "several bright eyed youths « « o+ sadly disfipured by spectacles

and pogrles, also quite a number who hob?‘,l'ed along with canes in their hands,
Come boys, i1%'s useless to play those old dodpges, Spectacles, canes and we may
add, trusses are played out about this time, and you can't humbug the inspecting
surgeons” To this the press contrasted the willingness of thelr own employees
to enlisty “jt will be seen that no class of artisans are as well represented as
the printers « '+ o 1t has alresady seriously interfered with the proper transe

45,
aetion of buginess in this olity."

13, 1bid, Vay 18, 1941,
44, Pioneer and Demoerat, August 9, 1862,
45, 7Vioneer and Democrat (Stes Paul), Avgust 8, 1862,
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The Winth, Tenth and Pleventh Regiments were gkeletonized and accepted

recruits but the number still fell short of the need. Governor Ramsey therefore

isgued a 6all for & cavalry regiment. This appeal was popularly received and

resulted in the formation of the First Regiment of Minnenoba Mounted Rengers,
With this wnit Minnesota furnished all of the troops immediately required of
her with an exocess of 320 men and averted "the dishonor of a canscriptiig:“

The lack of momey and men as a result of the war had a profound effect
on social and civie life. There were a number of prefessional entertainwents
during the first year of the war, including an opera company whieh performed in
Maritana, and & "perfect inundation of circusegt: Restriction of non-belligerent
travel on the Mississippi made it almost impossible for professional theatriecal
companies to reach St, Paul after this time, The populace found a substitute in
amateur theatricals given to raise money for the soldiers, "Charades, and gimple
Tableaux, sometimes extending inte Putomimﬁiﬁ; The People's Theatre, the only
renl stage in the e¢ity, wes dark for most of the period. The Athenseum of the
German Reeding Soclety was used for e pumber of musical and dramatic benefits,
ag was a hall on the third floor of the Ingersoll Block, It was in this latter
hall that the ladies of the various Protestant churches gave a soeial and supper
%o raise a library fund, The effort resulted in the purchase uf 550 books, form=

49,
ing the nucleus of the present 5t, Paul FPublie Library,

I8, Tolwell, We We, A History of Minnesota, VOle £, PDes 100105,
47, Pioneer and Democrat, 35¥y %1, 1801,
48, %, Paul Dally Press, Jenuary 20, 1862,

49, Woore, Frenk, Reminiscences of Pioneer Days in St, Faul, pp, 68«83,
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Skating purtie‘u were popular during the winter, The ladies did nob
lack escorts, said one newspaper, for "during the moonlight evenings the
goldiers from the Fort skete down to see their f‘riengs end go back before roll
eall next morning, and 'nobedy knows nothing about 12?:"

The problems of municipal government were inereasod by the deoline in
tax returns and the lack of men to carry on certain mmicipal services, The
city was forced to reduce the police foroce to seven men in 1862, During that
year three of t)is number wore lost by volunbary enlistment in the Army, and
Mayor Prince recommended that the rank ond file of the foree be abolished and
replaced by a volunteer force under the control of the chief of police and one

captain, The volunteers wers to enroll sixty eitiszens in each ward and then

designate two of that nurber ¢o serve oach night of the months This force served

during the following winter, The first council meeting of 1865, on the insistence

of the new Democratie mayor, Johm E, Warren, re-established a regular paid police
5le
orce and made the wearing of uniforms compulsory.

The 5¢, Paul Fire Department, which had been incorporated by the legise
lature in 1862, lost half of its members on acocount of enlisimentss Citizens
were requested to lend a hnnc} gince "it is almost impossible to muster men
enough to handle their mchi;:;.” Fires were few enough during the period to
cause one historian to corment that "a kindly fate seems to have tempered the

534
wind to a shorn lamb,"

B0, O%e Taul Dally Press, Jenuary 1, 1060

51, Tller, Alix J., History of the Police and Fire Departments of the Twin
Cities, Am, Land Bnd Title Nepister Assoclation, Ots raul and Manneapolis,
[gs;g’ p. 48.

58+ Ste Paul Pioneer, December 17, 1862,

63, Tmller, Alix J,, History of the Police and Fire Deparitments of the Twin
cities, pps 186=187,
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The spring of 1862 brought another abteupt to complete the railread te
St, Anthony, Wew capital was obtained and the properties of the defunct Minnesota
and Pec’fic Railroad were assigned to the newly organized Ste Yaul and Pacifie
Railroand, The inzorporaters of this eompany met in March at the International
Hotel and olected Edmmd Rice president and William Oroocks chief engineer, The
new company entered into & contract with Vinbers, Harshman and Drake for the cone
gtruction of the 1line, stipuldting that it gshould be completed by August 1, 1862,

544
By the middle of March teams were drawing ties along the road bed, Newspapers

reported on April 2 that "The laying of the tracks . . o+ Was commenced yesterday.
Tt will not be many days ere we will hear the whistle of the iron horge along the
valley of Trout Brook, and so on towards 5%. Anthong?;

When at last the first %rain traveled over the road the significance of
the secasion was duly appreciated, "Let it be recorded . » « that on the 28th
dey of June, 1862, the first link of the great o ain of railreads which will, in

the course of a fow years sproad all over this state from the Valley of the Missise

sippi to the Red River of the North, and from Lake Superior to the Iowa boundery

1ine, wms completed, and a passenger train started from 5t Paul in the direction

of Puget Sound} + + « Yesterday morning the first installment of passenger cars
arrived from below by steamer, and were placed upon the track, Invitations for
an exoursion trip wore immediately issued by the contractors . « . and by half
past two ofclock a sufficient mumber of excursionists « ladies and gentlemen =
had assembled at the terminus of the road to £i11 the two sunptuous earriages,
and after a brief delay, the loocomotive steamed dowm from the gtation house,
attached itself to the train, end, with a shriek, started on its trip towards

the setting sun o ¢ o After a stroll through the suburbs of the Falls City,

Yo 0T, Taul Tlonoer and Democrat, March 19, 10G2e
55, Tt. Iaul Daily rress, April 2, 1862,




§7, PAUL, THE CITY Chapter © Page 17

the passengers again took their seats om the train » + o Burbank stages will
be withdrawn from the 1line, after which the railread will have & nonopoly of
56

trade botween the two poinbse®

Barly in July the railroed "commenced Uo run three trains a day between

this eity and Y%o Anthony, as follows: from 8t, Paul abt 5130 A. M,, 9 Ae M, and

8 P, M, On Sunday thers will be bub {wo traing « » « the road commenced carrye

ing the mails yesterday « » o« Fare to Minneapolis or St. Anthony, including
674
omnibus tickets at both ends of the railroad, 60 cents."

e month later the railroad was able to amnounce that its receipts,
gince the bepinning of operations, has exceeded operating expensesy the average
nwber of passengers being eighty and ninety per days Citizens were asked to

68,
patronize the road as "it is no easy matter %o build reilroads in war times,"

1% had been planned to extend the rails to 5t, Cloud during the winter

of 1862, but soarcity of labor and lack of rails and other gupplies caused only
EQ,
two miles of this extension %o be laid by the next springs In May 1863 two engines,

ordered from “"Zastern Mochanics," were seised by the govermmnt for use in a war

emergency, After this ineident, plens for further construction were abandoned
60.
until the end of the war,

B3, UG, raul Dally Iress, Jume 29, 1002e
87+ St, rau oneer and Democrat, July 5, 1862,
58, TF, Faul Pioneer and Demoorat, August 12, 1862.

50, ©%, Pfaul Dally rress, April 18, 1863,
60s U6, raul Dally rress, lay 28, 1863,
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The wer went on, but aside from the arrivel and departure of troops,
veports of battles and casualty lists, most of the milibary activity was %oo
distant bo cause anxiety in S5t, Pauly But in the summer of 1862, word came

of a menace go irmediate as Lo cauge intonse alarms A story in the lankato

Indepondent, reprinbed in the 8¢, Pau) Pioneer and Democrat om August 18

revorted "a rumor . o & current that & large body of Sioux Indians had atbacked
and disarmed the Military at the Upper Sioux Agency, broken open the Government
Warehouses and helped themselves to the gooda, The report was brought from
Wew Ulm and we fear is founded en truth, The wmavoidable delay in making the
payment has probebly proved too much for the patience of the Indians + o"

The ineident at the Upper Agency was found to have been oxaggeratedy
the Indian Apent, missionaries and troops apparently pacified the impatient
and sterving Indians and caused them to digperse. Some of the soldiers were ree
called to Fort Ripley snd it was believed that there wag nothing more to feag];.

On August 18, 1868 a few pitiful refugees from the lLower Agency in Redwood
County straggled into Fort Ridglfy. They informed the officers of this post that
all the vhite inhabitants had been killed or forced to flee for their livesy the
Indians were looting traders! stores and the govermment warehouse, Captain John
Fo Marsh, sormandant at Ridglfy, with no idea of the extent of the wprising,
marched oub with forty-five men to subdue the Indians, As the soldiers proceeded
thoy met some fugltives and found a mumber of mubilated bodiess The interpreter,
Peter Quimm, believed that they were in an extremely perilo:s position, but
Marsh still 4id no% gee any considerable dangtaa!.'. The force was ambushed at
‘edwood Ferry on the Minnesota river and twosthirds were killed, Marsh was

drovmed in attempbing to ford the river, DBy nightfall the entirs frontier was

ablage,

BT, Tolwell, We W., A History of Mimmesote, Vole 2, DDe 220=280,
62, Holecombe and Hubbard, Minnesota in jhree Centuries, Vols 5, pe 316,
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Word of the uprising was received by Governor Ramgsey on the next day,
and as additional couriers arrived the extent and gize of the trouble begen
to be realized. Henry He Sibley was appointed eolenel with orders to put
down the in surrectiogr:.

The oitisens of St. Paul suffered from a succession of panics, A
bageless report was eiroulated through the town that the Indiens were nearing
8¢, Paul., Rumors were ziven g¢redence by news which trickled in, such as the
story of a group of soldiers and civilian volunteers from St, Paul who had been
atbacked and nearly amnihilated by Indians at Bireh Coulee, and by the arrival
of fear-orazed refugees, There was no omergency, bub the town remained nervous

64.

and uneasys

L. Governor Immatius Donnelly traveled into the threatened territory
in an attempt to ascertain the extent of the outbreak, He wrote a repert from
Belle Plaine om August 26, 18624 "I reached here a few moments since and propose
to drive to St, Peter tonight, Along the road we met fifteen teams with refugees
from the scene of the disturbance. In this town there are G600 persons erowded
into stores, houses and hotels, living upon the bounty of the people. The people
themselves are poor, and I am informed the supply of provisions in town 1s short
e o ¢ The country 18 in a high state of excitement, although there is less
panic here than theré ig nearer St. Paul, The people here have more active ideas
of distances and localities, and do not, therefore, so readily believe everything

654
$01d them,"

B in-esota in The Uivil and Indian Ware, Vole Le PPpe 127=758s
64, Toore, FFEEE,!EEﬁnIacencea of Tlioneer Days in St, Paul, pp. 38«40,
86, 39t. Paul Pioneer & Demoorat, AUEUSE 27, 1002e
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Fven the publication of this letter did not alley all the fears in
St. Paul, One of the newspapers reported that at twelve o'elock one night
g ridiculous panic oecurred among some of the people in ‘the north part of the
eity, by a report that Indiens were in the neizhborhood, We saw men, armed
with guns, and followed by women and children, malking their way towards Third
Streets Those who get up such rddiculous and senseless panies should be severely

656
punished,"

Throughout the latter part of August and early September almost completely

destitute refugees continued to flock towards 8ts Paul, To cope with this emergency
a committee was appointed to "eall upon the citizens of 8t, Paul for old clothe

ing, bedding, blankets, household goods, provisions, etcs to be distributed among
the families who have been driven from their homes in eonsequence of the Indian
hostilltiegi;

Opposition papers sought to make political capital of the uprising,
blaming Governor Namsey for conditioms leading to the outbreak. The Governor
was charged with "eriminal negligence end + o o inhuman disregard of his dugg:“
But the fault was not in fact so near home. The trouble had been lomg brewinge.
Sinee the treaties of 1851, the U, S. Senate had delayed payments util ace
ocumlated trader's olaims absorbed almost the entire payment and left 1little
for the Indisns. Legitimate grievances, left so long smouldering, required

69
1ittle fanning to burst into flame,

B8 8T Teul Tloncer & Democrat, August 20, 1002

67.  TC. Taul Plonoer and Democrat, August 30, 1862.

68, TT. Taul Ploneer and Democrat, September 10, 1862

69, TPaxson, rrederic Ls, History of the American Frontier, 17631808, Hourhton
wifflin Co., Doston, 1024, p. 4506,




8T, PAUL, THE CITY Chapter 9 Pape 21

Golonel Sibley refrained from a major encounter with the Sioux until

he was thoroughly prepared. ‘In the latier part of August he wrote to Ramsey,
‘ 70,
promising the govermor that he would "hear of stirring events very soon," On

September 28, 1862 Sibley led troops against the Sioux under Chief Little Crow
at Wood lake, and broke the backbone of the insurrections On October 10 Maj,
Gene Jonathan Pope submitted a report which said, "The Sioux VWar is at an end
. s '« The example of hanging many of the perpetrators of the late ontrages
is necessary and will have a ecrushing eferi:" This word was suffiecient to calm
the fears of St. Paul but it was not go impressive to settlers on the frontiers
Charles B, Flandrau protested on their behalf that "the idea of peace being re-
stored to the frontier + « « 18 a fatally mistalken one ¢ « o There 18 no
p65023; Flandrau was at least parbtially justified in his fears - sporadic
conflicts took place on the frontier for at least enother years

vhe horrors of the uprising, great emough in fact, were exapprerated by
imapination and misinformation to the point where there was some gentiment for
complete extermination of the 8ioux, Three hundred and three of the Sioux captives
were sentenoced to deathe A delay in the execution of this gentence, until con=

75
firmation might come from Washington, brought & demand for speedier action, The

Voo WMAnesote In The Civil and indien Wars, Vols Z, Ds 198,

71. TArmesote 1n The Civil end Tnalen Wars, Vols 2, pe 272,

T2% }Hnnesﬂcja In The Civil and Tndian nars, Voles 2, Ps 289,

78, Test, Wathaniel, Ancestry, Life & Timos of H. Hs Sibley, pps 275-291.
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gpirit which prevailed in St. Paul may be judged from a public noticey "Captain
1. Ce Goorpe, agent for the Milwaukee and Chicago Railread, and B, Be Ames,
agent for the Grend Haven Steamship Line, of this elty, each offer twenty-five
dollars for five Sioux Indien scalps, takendaftmr thig date &« « « Dre William
Caine also offers §26 for five Sioux scalp::;

Preaident Lincoln signed death werrants for forty of the condemmed and,
on Decexber 26, 1862, thirty-eight were hanged at Mankato, The rest of the
captives were removed to Davenport, Iow:?’ Here, the priscners, unaccustomed

to confinement, were attacked by smallpox which decimated their ranks, The

Chicapo Record commented that "at this rate the govermment will soon be relieved

of them, and the St. Paul papers will probably stop howling for their blood,."

A St. Paul editor didn't think so, judging from hig blunt rebuttals "the St, Paul
papers don't want the blood of these wretches « they will be satisfied with a
large and commodious lock of hair from each head -« and a pound of flesh nearest
each heart, Oh, no, = we don't want their blood = we don'Zf; It was some time

before memories of the uprising blurred suffieiently to allow a saner attitude

to manifest itself,

7&., O6. raul Pioneer and Demoorat, september U, 1802,
75, Test, Nathaniol, Incestry, Life & Tires of H. He 3ibley, pp., 280-201,
76+ St. Paul Daily Piomeer, Narch 19, 1804,




8T PAUL, THE CITY Chapter 9 Poge 23

The crowded condition of the city stimulated business during the latter

months of 1862, Tmmigrents eonbinued vo arrive, and many of the refugees from

the frontier, particularly the more prosperous ones, settled im St Paul rather
than return to the d;eolated communities, Increasing trade with other sections
of the state and large military expmditures resulted in an abundance of monZ;:

With this condition the labor shortage grew even more acute, particularly
in the skilled trades, The lack of carpénters and building tradesmen soon resulted
in & housing orisis, and the development of retail business was curtailed due %o
the lack of store structures, ¥Women were employed in some cases to overcome the
lack of common labors A large number of women were employed in agriculture,
ralking and binding grain, at the rate of 1,50 per da;?.

The abundance of money did not, however, result in abundance for the
laboring classes. Commodity prices rose as much as one hundred per cent, while
wapes made no general increase. Soon married men were reported to be "fortunate
to receive a four or five dollar grocery order for a week's work, while §2 or 3
cash was fairly representative of a single man's weekly income - about half enough
to pay their board bi;f:"

It was inevitable that this combination of conditions should result in

80,
angry protest, The first trade unions had been formed a few years before. lew

Y7s 0%, Faul Dally rress, April 10, 1008,

78s S5t Faul Dally Press, August 16, 1862,

794 MNoore, Frank, Reminiscences of Pioneer Days in St, Pavl, ps 7.

80, Ashor, Helen, The Labor Uovement in Minnesota, 1850-1600, Mimeographed,
St Pavl, 19287 Fage 5.
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organizations were formed in a4 number of %rades and demends for wage increases
were advancagf. The river pilots, being almost irreplaceable, received rec=
ognition in the early days of the wars On Hovember 2, 1861 it was reported

that the pilots had resolved not to work for less than one hundred and fifty
dollars & months This was a fifty-doller monthly increase,  The Mimesota Packed
Company and the Davidson Line, the twe largest companies, mcceded to the demand

B2,
on the day that it was announced.

Stevedores, dock laborers and deck hands were not so fortunate in ene

foreing their demands and in 1862 they resorted to a strike, Their efforts met
with oppoaition which was reported as followsy "A serious riot fook place s +
on the Levee, between the 'roustabouts! employed on the Fred Lorenz end a party
of 'wharferats.' It appears that a strike for higher wages occurred on that beat,
and the Captain refusing to egree to the terms propesed, engaged a new set of
handse This raised the ire of the aforésaid roustabouts, and they pltched in
neck and erop to the levee rats, who defended themgelwes manfully, but it was ne
poe Mashed heads, bunged eyes and beet root noses were the order of the day,
and the poor 'rats' found themselves in & trap from which they were fortumately
rescued by the opportune arriwal of the police,"” Strikers Frank Miller, Thomas
Murphy and Patrick Murray were arrested anc jailed in default of the ten dellar

B3
fine assessed on each of them.

BT, o%. Taul Ploneer, November 10, 100%s
82, TE, Taul rloneer and Democrat, November 2, 1861,
83, B§t, raul rioneer, November O, 1862,
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The Daily Plomeer, on April 10, 1864, published comparative figures

of sommodity prices over a four year period. Beans which had been sixty cents
per bushel in 1860 were selling for 2,76 a bushel, Coffee had nearly tripled
in price while potatoes had more than doubled, Prices on other staples were
shown to have had proportionate increases, The Pioneer editor commented that
"if great distress is to be avoided among the working classes of our eity and
state, it will only be by prompt and liberal aetion of capitalists and eme
ployers in equalizing the cost of articles of consumption and use ., o+ o 8nd
readily advaneing the compensation of the working classes, without waiting for

strikes or resisting their just demands for inoressed pay."

But even the Pioneer management disregarded the editor's sage advice

about avolding strikes. Several months later, they found it necessary to print
the following notice; " . . o the publieity, unavoidably given, to the demand
of our compositors for an advance in wages to which we were umable to acocede,
and their consequent withdrswal from our office renders the statement necessary
that the difficulty has been amicably , .+ .+ arranged o « « They will receive
a material advance, larger than any heretofore made in this city?%‘

Price inoreases of the period can be attributed, in some measure, to
causes other than the continuation of the wer, A decline in the nurmber of gtoame
boat arrivels end the setback suffered by agriculture due to the Sioux Uprising
resulted in serious shortagess Substitutes had to be found for a number of items.
Corfee was partially replaced by "ordinary barley s < '« sooked in water until
a little ;gftened, then dried and roasted as we roast a coffee kernel, It is

then ground.” The shortages were used to advantage by speculators, many of whom

reaped fortunes,

o4, 0ot raul Dally Piomeer, July 26, 1304,
85, BT, raul Dally rress, rebruary 9, 1862,
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Despite business improvement the finaneial situatlon remained almost
as chaotic as it had been during the pani¢ of a few years before the war, There
had been only six banks operating in the state at the beginning of 1862. When
two of these failed Governor Ramsey had denounced the whole system of western
banking as "false in principle end wuinous in operation," proposing a national
system 4o give "a final relief from the enormous losses which are now suffered
by our people," In 1863 the National Banking Act was enacted, and on December
8, 1863 the First Natiomal Bank of S5t, Paul was organized under its provisions,
I¢ was not until the spring of 1864, however, that the flow of questionable
currency was sbtemmed, and only national currency or issues redeemable in treasury
notes were deemed acceptable by St, Paul firmg?.

The deabf\sf the 1{inble Sioux sngy, "0ld Bets, \?ccurred T that years
The presh registerdd publie gflnion when it gtated that "Ali our bld settlers,
who were .cquainted;wlth fold Beﬁs, « and whe of them is not - will regret to
learn that the amiable old abozgine departed this life on the boat at or near
Ste Joseph, ‘iGSO\ri while on the way up the rlver with the rest of her tribe.
The 11fan4£etch which followed braught back many memories to St, Paul people,
"0ld Betsé'was a hisﬁorical charﬂcter, decidedly, and was Imown to almost @verys
body in this city,. ﬁgarly every photographer here has portraits of her for sale.
Mrs, Harrﬁet Be Bisho§ MeConkey has also an engraved portrait of her in « &
Floral Hemés in 1 inngaota. It was '0ld Bets' cnetom to make a -epular round

among all her acquaintanoes every time she came t6 St, Faul, w‘ich was not seldom.

This rpund would last p woek or move, At every house where she was acquainted

3

she would ‘stop 4o beg ikosh-poppy,i or food, whioh was generally given to her

¢ o e '01d Bets! wasrloyal +o6 hey white friends during the Sioux Rebellion of

1862, ‘She boasted that none of her relatives weg engaged in that outbreak,”

86, Patchin, Sydney, "Development of banking im linnesota," pp. 160=165.
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\\ '0ld Bets' exact ago was not kndwn, but &t her death Shﬂ was tkoﬂxgt

\ \ 3 '

to b4 between sixty gind seventy, poerhaps| \nearor seventys Not a wolllmown §s;
| ’

A,

]

"old Bots," wae a%brothar "Jn,* who stumped about on & wooden 1&@, having f%st

£
a 1limb} in an acoldent some yebrs before hiu sister's death. 'Jiw,' in fact,x
i
"departgd $o the happy hunting grovnds in 1860," %

{id4df%'01d Bets,‘ when not reduced to the necessity of begging, ﬁedilgd Indi;n

bqqu-wgr and trinkets, and made ready sales. Accordingly begsing had merely
sunnlcmpnted the funds ﬁ&gg;sﬁb; to her liwelihood, Descendants of c¢ld settlers
agres upon thisg point, §

The war seemed interminable, MWinnesota troops lost heavily in the Battle
of Gettysburg, They participated in engagements at Vieksburg, Chickameupa,
Bristoe Station, Mission RMidge and Mine Rwm - strange, distant and tragic names
to St. Paul's citizens. Reerniting lepgped and once again there was the threab
of a draft. An editorisl reflected the painful conditions which existed in the
oity, "there has been suffering for want of proper clothing, food and fire among
gsome of the families deriving bounty from the oity. zrboldiers' familieq$7
Imow there are hundreds of working men, heads of families, in our oity, who do
not feel at liberty now to volunteer, end who, for the sake of thelr wives and

88,
ehildren, have the utmost dread of the coming draft o « + "

Men were drafted in 1864, Rules were changed so that minors over 18 years

of age covld be enlisted without their parents' consent, under 18 with the parents'
89,
consent, to "help ralse the quota of the towms," YNews came of the battles of

88, TE, raul Daily rioneer, February 7, 1864,
89, TEillwater MBgsengor, May 24, 1864 and St, Paul Daily Pioneer, July 29, 1864.
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Rielmond, Guntowm, Typelo, Allatoona, Nashville, Only gradually did the clouds
brighten with reports of increasing Union victories,

St Panl maintained a distinet cleavage between its support of the wapy
and its attitude towards the principles of the Unien cause as exemplified by
Lincoln, In 1863, despite the gathering influénce of Republicanism, it had

returned the Demoorats to power again in the eity administration, The Daily

Press minimized the victory saying, ™t is true that the Demoerats have succeeded

in electing their candidates, but with such a startling dininution of their average
ma jority as to leave the Union eause the moral effect, if not the material fruits,
of a substantial victorﬁ?; But the Democrats won,

The Democratic newspapors continued to disavow President lineoln throughe
out the wary On reporting popular rejoicing at Shermen's victory at Atlanta,
somé aspersions were cast on the President: "Flags were hoisted on meny public
and privete buildings, cammon roared and reverberated through the streets o o+ .
The only drawback to the general rejoicing was occasioned by a few black-hearted
abolitionists, who never drew a loyal breath in their lives, but deemed the
occasion a fitting one 4o make a 1ittle capital for the negro and '01d Abe,!
These wultures atbtempted to mingle their discordant soreams with the shouts of
vietory, but did not disturb materially the general good feeling which everywhere
prevaifzé."

On the occasion of the presidential election in 1864 the sane paper, the

Daily Pioneer, pointed out that "a box of matches that sells for twenty=five cents

has a tom cent stamp on it, This is what poor peeple have to pay to help 'free

the Negro,'™ The editor then advised his readers to "eleoct MeClellan and taxes
924
will be reduced,"

v.!"'. '.;g,- 5 'J. l aaI D&II I;GSS, Epr!I B. IBES

L)
9ls 5t, Paul Daily Ploneer, september 4, 1384,
92, 5%, Taul Daily Ploneer, September 23, 1864,
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8¢, Paul maintained this bias against the Negro people even after the
war and despite the faect that thousands of her cibizens had fought %o free
the Wegro from bondage, Colonel Do As Robertsen, in August 18686, submitted
8 resolution to the Board of Education stating, "Whereas the mingling of the

¢hildren of Africean descent with those of white parenbage « ¢ o i8 obnoxious

o the views and feelings of & large porbion of our citizens , o Reselveds

That the Superintendent of Public Seheols provide + o . a sultable teacher
and accommodations for the colored children of the eity, and that no children
93,

of African descent be thereafter admitted into any publie sechool," The rese

olution was passed, and the segregation carried out a few months later with

the opening of the Sehool for Colored Children in Morrison's Building on Jackson
94,

Street,

The new year of 1865 opened in a quiet, if not emmctly prosalc, manner,
Festivities were recorded in debaily "The nice young men who thought they had
plenty of friends, made & nmber of calls, Others went skating, Some wont to
the shooting maboh, and & few tried to drink all the egg-nogg in towmn, The
lattor olass enjoyed thomselves for a while very nicely, but about dusk we saw
geveral carried home on shutters, end concluded the casualties of the engagement
had been quite numarou:?; After New Year's the towm waited for the victory
which was anticipated,

There was not long o wait, m April 4, the Ploneer announced that
"oy & sbtrealk of luek o & o the telegraph line wae repaired just in season to

trensnit « o o the officlal dispatches amouncing the evacuabion of Richmond

« o o Mr, Squire . . '+ ig entitled to some oredit for ¢ .« « keeping sober

U3, St. Poul Deily Ploneer, August U, 1860,
04, DG, faul Dally Fioneer, Octeber 15, 1865,
95, UG, raul Daily rioneer, January 4, 1865.
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CHAPTER X EMPIRE BUILDERS

Harnessed to en intensely practical dream sturdy figures
moved, axes were wielded, trees felled, rails lalid, and quite matter-of=factly

wiilo

came into use the phrase which Wl had long coveted, "Gatewny to the great

w ) PRt TR )
JAPTTAWESTe

ihls phrase was not likely to heave a leavening influence on intercity
rivalry. Rivalry is rarely more disconcerting or petty than when it exists
New York and Erooklyn are shining éxamples. When the former
latter as a graveyard, and the latter retalistes in kind, with
extonding over a long period of years, the cause of neither is

“l

shty Manhatten, in the final analysis, doesn't fail to include in

s

‘igures those of her humbler neighbors "Flatbush" is at least

tolerated, while the merry war of jibes (if not sham battle) continues.

~

The rivalry between St. Paul and Minneapolis has endured for ANy years

wyen before lMinneapolis entered the fray, St. Paul had a keen competitor for

¢ivic honors in Ste Anthony, 48 business tension increased St. Paul had become
more and more incensed against St Anthony, its growing rival up the riveres At

'y

first 8%, Anthony's pretensions had been laughed at, but the matter grew serious

end St Yaul accused its rivel of being founded "by Eastern capitalists”, as

1.
Dre E, E, Darton for one, has pointed out in his work, "City of St. Paul,"

Perton, Dre £, E,, City of St, Paul, Published by the author, St. Paul, Mimn
b

l;u{:‘,'Po Be

“wie
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What especially agitated Ste Paul and Minneapolis at this time,
however, was not the "great Northwest" portal.  The trouble was miltiples The

Minneapolis Daily Tribune, Jane. 27, 1870, under the heading "The $t. Paul Chame

ber of Commerce," chided St. Paul "for its gullibility," and for not being "wise
enough” to give a eertain railroed "proper advantages,” with the result that the
railroad in question was "threatoning To build its shops in §t, James, a hundred
miles away."

The Sts Paul Daily Pioneer, Feb, 12, 1870, was palned because the

Hinneepolis Tribune had made the etatement that St., Paul ladies went to Minnea~

polis to do their shopping "becauee, 88 they say, they ocan buy dry goods so
much cheaper & v +" and came right back at the Tribune with &he following
"We do not believe the statement « « o and we are confident tlat goods of every
deseription are retailed in St. Paul at lower prices than in any town in the
state."”

Then, on Marech 15, 1870, the Tribune, resenting a barbed shaft in

& new controversy, had this to say: "The editor of the Ste Paul Press frequently

takes occasioh to speak sneeringly of the editor of this paper, as having come
'from Massachussettss! Such is the facte=but when we came West we loft no ine

cunbrange behind, and broke no bonds honor required us to keep," and added, Just

for full measure, "We hear that the editor of the Press was once in Massachussettis

long enough to preempt & lot on Boston Common, Is the retrospect equally pleasant
to him?"

The Saint Paul Paily Press, in its turn, gloated over income returns

~=MINNEAPOLIS VS, ST. PAUL was the headline « in its edition of May 16, placing
side by side the interesting figures for St, Paul and "those of her flourishing
and ambitious sister, Minneapolis," eiting with malicddus glee the detailed
numerals which gshowed Ramsey county's total amount, inecluding special licenses,
$45,140.86, and Hemmepin's (also including special licenses) $19,544.47, with

a balance in favor of St Paul, of $26,696.368. "The réturns in Ste Paul,"
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trivmphantly remarked the Press, "are ebout the same as last yeer," and simply
couldn't resist the temptation to further dilete with the observetion: "In the
whole district there were but three ineomes of $30,0005 . two of them were in
St. Paul end the other 1n‘ﬂabashnw county."

The war of the scribes, which was mainly between the 25231 and Tribune,

irked the Daily Pioneer to such an extent that on July 20, it branded the

broadsides as "indecent Journsliem," and cherged both newspapers with being
"organs of the radical psrty." Using language not in itself temperate, it said:;
“For some time pest the St, Faul Press and the ¥Minneepolis Tribune have been
engaged in a controversy that is a scendal to Journelism, to the reading public

and to common decency. These papers, or reather their editors, for the contro=

s
versy hes become very perscnal, sssail eash other with the ooagfat invective,

* # % If what these men say of each other is true, or if any meterial part of
it is true, they heve no rightﬁ/in decent sooclety, and ought to be expelled
from association with respecteble men and women. If what they say of each
other is not true, they are both disgrecing s responsible and respectable pro-
fession, end are unfit for the discharge of its duties * * =+ It {s sush
vulgar and ribaldous excesses &s this . . , thet does more to bring journalism
into disrepute, than all its enemies, if it has head enenies, could do in years.

The St. Anthony Fells Democret, Nov. 10, rallied to the support of

the Minneapolis newspapers, after quoting the State Exchange as follows: "The

Pioneer of Sunday gives the census of St, Paul as 20,045, the population of
Winneepolis, 13,074; the populetion of Minneapolis and St. Antlony very
neerly equals the populetion of St. Paul. The two cities o-uld not do & more
sensible thing than to unite under one eity govermment,"

In expressing its own viewpoint the Falls Democrat, continued: "The

relative increase of population of 8%, Paul and thet of St. Anthony and
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dinneapolis, has a markéd significance to those who have at all studied the
cause, Fourteen jears ago, when Minneapolis wes just starting into actual
life, it hed but 1,000 inhabitaents, and St. Anthony hed only 2,500, while
St. Paul had almost half its present population. #* * * The relative growth
since . . . must have some great underlying cause; as the people of St. Paul
as well as here are emongst his most intelligent and enterprising of Western
citiess The cause; which must be obvious to &ll who wisit this section of
Minnesota, consists in the broad fact thet while 5t. Paul lives upon the
drippings of the remainder of the State, Minneapolis and St, Anthony create
original wealth of their own, * * * |
Ste Paul ecitigens, it goes without saying, did not subseribe to the

reasoning of the St., Anthony Falls Democrat, although that newspaper's tactful

reference to the city's intelligence did not pass unnoticed, 'To an impartial
observer on the sidelines there was enough humor in this intercity rivalry to
excite even the ummirthful. But the St. Paul of 1870 was not in & laughing
mood, and lacked time to indulge in jealously even if inclined that way;
too much had %> be done. As if to set its house in order for the coming of
the "empire builders,”™ the city bestirred itself in many directions. The
twice=saved state capitol; conserved the second time by the veto of Governor
Marshall, still remained on Ramsey county soil, and the Hon. Charles H, Clarke,
author of the last bill to remove it, had only earned for his peins the dubious
sobriquet of "Kandiyohi Claike." In permanent possession of its statehouse
the ¢ity geined from the incident & fresh spirit of exultation,

Another cause for rejoicing was to be found in mercantile uptrends.

In St. Paul's dominence of the Jobbing trade, in 1860, the first retail and

wholesale firm had left the retail field, to devote itself exclusively to

the most profitable angle: the teble one of jobbing for St. Paul and Minnesota

merchants, In 1869 there were 62 such firms, and in the early seventies

2, Castle, Henry A., Minnesota: Its story and Bilography, The Lewis Pub. Co.,
1915, Vol. 1. Pe 221,
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9t. Paul could lay claim to having & larger wholesale house that eny in Chieego,
with a wholesale trade that extended southwerd into Iowe, west es far as the
Rockies &nd northwerd into Canade, as Mildred Lueille Hartsough states in The

3
Twin Cities as a Metropolitan Market,

On the river, which had always borne se¢ conspicuous & part commercially,
could now be seen pleasure craft of qu;te & new sort = speedy sculls manned by
trim athletes, for Merch 1870 saw the ereation of the Minnesote Boak Club.
Normen Wright was its first ceptain. Destined for long 1ife in an asttractive
home on Kaspberry Island, in its personnel the names of meny leading citisens,
this boat club has staged thrilling reces and participated in gala holidey pro-
grams too numerous to mention,

The first races snnounced by the Minnesots Boat Club, in the columns
of the Pioneer of July 8rd, 1870, ocourred on the Fourth of July. There were
three reces,; "first between tﬁo peper single seull boats; second, single wooden
shells; third, between one double wooden soull and one single paper shell boat,"

Two other orgenizations, Acker Post No, 21, originsting llarch Bth,
comprising veterans of the Grend Army of the Kepublie, with Henry A, Castle .
commander = and the Academy of Natural Sciences, formed April 14th - were
added to the oity's sociel life that yeer.

In 1870, the Minnesota State Reform school, which had been established
three years before by act of the legislature, had an additional thirty-three
scres joined to the originel thirty which hed been known es the "Burt Ferm."”
This lend, strenge as it may seem to present day St. Paulites, was at that

time outside the oity limits.

3. Hartsough, ildred Lucille, The Twin Cities es a Metropolitan Warket,
University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, 1025, pe 04,
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In the purchase of the "Burt Farmm" the oity had peid $5,000 end the
state an equel amount, the §10,000 price covering sll buildings on the property.
As fer back ss 1865, the city council, realizing the necessity for e juvenile
reformatory, had raferrod the matter to & special committee, end this commite-
tee and a board of menagers over whieh D, W, Ingersoll presided, had started
the ball rolling towerd the scquisition of such en institution,

Frank C, Bliss, in his book "St, Paul, Past and Present,” is authority
for the stetement that the neme "Minnesote State Eeform School" wes & second
thoﬁght.

The reformetory was first krown as "The House of Refuge." Ownership,
first and lest, however, was vested in the stete. The legislature, in 1868,
tpproprintad en additional §15,000, and this sum, together with funds from
other sources, permitted the erestion of a number of much needed buildings
- & workship, three stories in height, the cost of which was $9,000, & laundry
building, $6,0005 an englne-house, with two Otis steel bollers, §2,000, being
the chief improvements.

For the first year the immates numbered only 86, but subsequently
incressed. On the board of managers appeared other names as well known as
that of D, W, Ingersoll = vice president, C. P, Pettit, Minnespolis; F. A,
Husher, Minnespolis; Vm. Pitt Murrsy, St. Paul; superintendent, Joseph W,
Brown; secretery, F. MeCormiok; treasurer, Second Netional Bank.

While giving due weight to oredits and debits there were some things

coneerning which 5t, Faul was fer from complacent, and over which results did

e
not justify anything resembling jubiletion, The £ired department, for instance.

The leading citizens took inventory. Considering its youth St. Paul hed
experienced many fires, the destructiveness of which might have been greatly

lessened had the growth of the fire department been conmensurate with its

1?.1§TI;;:—??;EE-E::7§t Paul, Past end Fresent, F. C. Bilss Tublishing Coep
1888, St, Peul, Minn, pp 76=TT
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problems. On May 14, two tailors, the Muller brothers, had & narrow escape from
death in a fire which broke out in &n old freme building on upper Third street,

at the foot of Maerket = a bullding used as a livery stable, The Muller brothers,

who occupied guarters in an adjoining building, the Conoart‘r;all. e#larmed by

smoke were only aware of their danger when escape by the stairs was cut off., In
this emergency they leaped from &n upper window, a height of nearly 100 feet %o
the crest of the cliff, and from there fell over the bluff,

The Minneepolis Tribune, reporting deteils of this fire in its issue of

Mey 20, stated thet "some 20 children were attending school in the{building but
it was impossible to ascertein . . . the number that escapod," and expressed
feer for the safety of their teacher. The same newspaper, under dete of May 20,
included the following in its news utor&n "Publio sentiment in St. Paul demands
an investigation into the cause of the recent Concert Hall fire., * * * The
Germen singing society in St. Paul gave an entertninmént last evening for the
benefit of the Muller brothers who were injured by the fall of Thwrsday last.”

¥hen it is recalled that Si. Paul still had to rely on the efforts of
& Volunteer Fire Department, it is not to be wondered at that destruetion
wrought by flames was, in most instences, severe. Nor must the men comprising
such volunteer organizations be censured; they were hard working'and con=
scientious citizens and mede the most of their inadequate equipment, Bucket
Brigades ineluded in their membership leading citisens, Christien Hoffmen, the
last survivor of the St, Paul Volunteer Fire Department, explained in an
intervioi. Mr, Hoffman, by the way, is ninety-five years old,

To cope with a ligquor situation whioh could be conservetively re-
ferred to as enything but arid, a Catholic Temperance Scciety, with a membership
of 350, was orgenized May 21. Indeed Rev. John Irelend deemed it wise to

offer special inducements, in his efforts to dam the high tide. "Rev. Father

Te From Christian holimen Interview, bept. 27, 1041.




ST. PAUL, THE CITY ' CHAPTER X Page 8,

Irelsnd, the spiritual director," said the Minneapolis Tribune, May 21, on the

subject, "hed promised . . « to bring back from Irelend & red genuine bleeckthorn
stick, to be given to the member who ghould obtein the largest number of members,
during his absence . . «+ After the usual order of business had been gone through

with, Father Ireland arose and was grested with loud applause « « s« The reverend

gentlemen , . , presented the stick to Mr, James MoCerter . « . he having ob=

teined the largest number of members = 47,"

Kor was intemperance the only worry. lNulsances not associated with
stimulents were such as to prompt this notice, whieh appeared in the Daily
Pioneer of Feb, 6: "A BET OFFERED = We yesterday heard a citizen offer the
following bet to eny enterprising individual wanting to make money: 'I will bet
& new hat, that the Chief of Police of 5t, Paul cemnot stert at the Merchants'
Hotel, and welk up Third street tc the old Winslow Fouse corner, without having
his hat knooked off eleven times by the low ewnings, the beskets, hams and
bacon, and other obstecles that hang over and obstruct the sidewalks between
these points,' We bear cheerful testimony to the number of these nulsrnces
that preveil in the vicinity of the new hotel, uptown,"

Whether the bet wes accepted is not cleer; records, so far as we
krnow, ere not available on that point. A nuisance of greater magnitude
dwarfed at this time the ones mentioned, & drestic mode of punishment guite
out of step with anything resembling progress. A chain gang sotually appeered
in tho streets of St. Paul, its members obliged to serve terms under the
humilietion of curious eyes. The indignity of being buttes for jibes from
passerby was, perhaps, thg least of their troubles: Some of these unfortunates

were even chained to park trees when not assigned to laborious tasks,
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"The chein gang," stated the Deily Pioneer, iarch 9, "heeded by the

gentleman who kept the low house on the flets with Mr, Sourwine, was out yege
g

ol
terday outting the ice out of the gutters on Third stree."” And the seme newse
"

paper; in its igsue of lay 8, referred to enother engle of forced employment
exacted of the men: "Gentlemen who are plsced on the chain geng now have en
opportunity of serving their country. Five of them are in the employ of the
St, Paul Water Company."

Just how service to one's country was involved here is rather mysterious
to a present day oitizen of the Seintly “ity, unless the use.of the word water
has its implicetions in this instence,

Nuisance problems were not confined to isclated groups. "Almost every

night," compleined the Daily Pioneer (Merch 22) "a orowd of loafers can be

seen congregeted on the corner of Seventh and Wabsshaw streets, end another
srowd of the same species on the corner of Seventh and Minnesota streets,
They ere very rude &nd insulting tc ledies who happen to be passing. Sunday
evenings generally see the lergest congregation ©f them there, snd people who
ere passing to and from church are subjected to a variety of insulting cone
ments The nuisence is getting to be intolerable,”

To be distinguished from the loafers were the honestly idle, the
unemployed to whom no stigme.atteched, the men who were willing to work but
unable to obtein employment, the men who had failed somehow to prove their
fitness in the competitive struggle end so lost out, Notwithstending the
building under way, therefore, men who really wanted work welked the streets;
in short such a condition existed es to present e sed ploture and s strenge
oney fironicelly, as described by the Deily Press, June 28, "Crowds of men
in search of employment gether on the sidewelk in front of the office of the

Northwestern Construction Compsny every day."”
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But the unfortunate and the destitute were not forgotten, Attention was
called tc the plight of the poor by Rof. Thomeas O'Gormen, in a benefit given for
them on Mareh 3rd,, et Ingersoll Hall. The subject of his lecture wes "The
Eecumenical Council.”

Strawberry festivels, slthough strawberries were selling at 50 cents e
quart in June of that year, and the supply at the grocers' stands "was ebout as

lerge at night as it was in the morning," according to the Dally Pionesr, June 7,

aided the cause no little. A strewberry festival, given by the Ladies Relief of
the First Presbyterian Church, grossed $428, which, when the expenses, earound
§.50, were deducted, netted $276 for the charity. NEEREN-paper-atubedstn.
Jupsile A Christ Church strewberry festival, held on the grounds of Hom.
George L. Otis, yielded a pecuniary reward of $379.80, a8 the Piloneer recorded
June 24th.

Another such festivel by the ledies Relief, realized $116 for the

Home for the Friendless, although the fruit, described as of home growth, hed

A
droneéﬂonly ten cents in prices

On June 24th, the anniversary of °t., John the Baptist, was fittingly
celebreted by the French part of the populeticn. Processions, music and speeches
were smong the features of the celebration, the program closing in the evening at
Ingersoll Hall, with a supper and entertaimment. The singing of Mr, and Mrs,

Fo. Ky Drake, who volunteered their servioces, was cited by the Daily Fioneer for
special montion,A & neaking the evening pleesent.” At St, Louis Church, end at
the Hall of the well-known French society, L'Union Frencaise, there were special
celebrations,

The L'Union Frencaise Hall was located on Wabasha street, and the
observence there was & joint celebration, the St. Jean Baptiste Soclety being
the other orgenizetion, under whose suspices the exercises were held. The members

of the two Societies sgsembled early in the morning.
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The Deily Pioneer of June 25th thus refers to en incident which occurred

at the celebration: "Before forming ints procession & very pleasant little
incident took plece. Mr, Plerre A. Dufour, on behalf of the two Socleties, pre=~
sented John Brissette, the only French representetive on the police force of the
city, with & splendid solid silver star. Mr. Dufour, in making the presentetion,
elluded in eomplimentary terms to the service of officer Brissette, es one of the
eldest members of the force, end his French fellow citizens desired, in presenting
the star, to testify in e small degree their respect snd esteem for him both ss &n
officer end a man. » » & "

The procession, so typiecal of & dey much given to such turnouts, was
interestingly desc:ibed by the same newspaper. "The procegsion was then formed,
under the direction of HMarshal Coteau end his essistents, in front of the hall,

d“/‘ (2 RRew
ceme & wagdn

being headed by a platoon of policemen and the Great Viestern Brass Band., Then
hy JZ ; P ;2 o orn S

nder which wes seated a little'boy dressed 4n s shepherd's costume, !
' with & little lemb et his feet, intended to represent St. John the Baptist, Sur-
rounding him were six other boys ss sttendents dressed in white pants and blue
Jackets, meking altogether & very plessing feature of the procession; Behind

this the members of the two societies were formed two by two on foot. ZThe pro=-
cession took up its line of merch to the residence of Rt. Kev, Bishop Grace, to
escort him to the French chureh on Tenth street."

Ads for the church itself, it was in gela sttire. It hed been "beautifully
and tastily decorated in homor of the occecasion with evergreens,” ran the news=-
peper account, "and the tri-eolor of Frence, whish gracefully depended from the
center of the cgil}ng to the four corners of the church. The proeéssion having

Doty
arrived and, allﬁsézted, High ass wes celebrated by Father Calliet essisted by

'

Fathers Reville and Schmierer, after which Father Reville, of Faribeult, delivered

& very interesting end eloquent sermon in the fremch languape.”

f T 4 4 s £ » 4
4 e ﬂf}—i"»‘:’] N ke & a rd 'a’a' iR - -l" (e = % r,’ s Frveeells .(‘l; €. . 4’:, p7 Z T ;j“ ‘( ,‘-_.‘
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Governor Austin was to heve delivered an sddress, but wes absent from
the city, end & letter from him wes read. Mayor Lee made & speech. Others
meking speeches were John B, Olivier, Alfred Dufrene, Bishop Grace und.}ather
Sehmierer, .After the Hayor's address, whioch was received with enthusiasm, the
procession marched through the ecity. It was disbended at the hall, where the
members were addressed, in French, by Mr., Z. Demueles, of Osseo, in behalf of
the Frenohmen throughout Minnesota. John B, Jlivier, president of the i'Union
Franceise, responded.

There wes a benquet in the evening, the two societies, sugumented by
& number of citizens, assembling at Ingersoll Hall, where, after Seibert's
string bend hed rendered selections, Mr. Olivier called the meeting to order
with a short address of welcome. Thereupon dr. P, A, Dufour was introduced,

and geve the address of the evening, which declares the Daily Pioneer, "was

frequently interupted by warm and hearty appleuse.”

The ”Aarsé}leiae," by the bend, followed. The banguet tables,
erranged to acocommodete 150 persons, were so ettrsctive that they drew special

s
comment from the Daily Fioneer writer, who took occasion to explain: "the

banquet was gotten up by & committee of ledies, snd was perfect in all its
arrangemenis. The tebles looked besutiful, snd were loaded with every eatable
/#ic/ esloulated to tempt or satisfy fhe eppetite. * » * Thus ended one of the
most egreeable eand pleasant celebretione we have ever witnessed in St. PSuI."
Before the month was over St. Paul theatergoers were enjoying a treat
in the engagement of a favorite actress of the day, Miss Laura Reenea She
drew & lsrge fashioneble audience to the Opera House on June 27th, the proe

duction being that comedy of tragio memories, "Our Ameriecsn Cousin." To un~

stinted applause and hearty leughter,” steted the critic of the Daily Pioneer,

June 28th, this plece was presented, "as sre all pleces under Miss Keene's

direction."

6. St. Paul Pioneer, June 25, 1870
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During the same engagement Laure Keene offered another comedy, "Caste."
It, too, scored a success. 4An interesting little story in connection with "Caste"

may not be out of plece here, It is taken from the Daily Pioneer of June 30th,

+ » » Robertson's comedy, "Caste" . . . oreated & greet sensation et its first
presentation in this country, not only on account of its draﬁatic merit, but the
emusing rivelry exhibited by the New York mensgers to secure the exclusive pri-
vilege of playing it in New York City. Lester Walleck ocongratulated himself upon
outwitting all others, succeeding in purchasing a copy from Robertson, when he
wag forestelled by Billy Florence, thelpopular comedian, whe heving attended the
theatre in London several nights committed the entire comedy to memory, and
arriving in New York in advence of Wellack's author's copy, played it, to the
latter's discomfiture.

"Litigation followed, 'Ceste from memory' being the topie of the hour,

- the comedien's sharp prectice bringing it more fully to the notice of the publie
than would heve otherwise been the case."

On the next evening, by speciasl request, Miss Keene gave e benefit per=
formance of Eobertson's “"School for Scendal,” and concluded her engegement the
following week, and opened in Minneapolis July llth., For her final week in
5t. Peul, the menagement issued seeson tickets, six performences at & bergein
price of {5, which enabled each purcheser of & season ticket to see one per-

formance free. And, since the plays produced were billed as the strongest in

Miss Keene's repertolre, dramas end comedies by Bé?loault, Teylor, Bulwer,

Reade and others, this wes an additional incentive. This ticket bargain wes

regarded by the reviewer as “an opportunity for lovers of the drsma to reward
the arduous labors of an ertiste, snd extend to Mr, Ostes that support which

will warrent him in presenting egually great attractions the balance of the

season,”
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The theetre, however, did not monopolize the smusement spotlight., The
river ceme in for its shere. FPleasent summer deys continued to find the Miss-
issippi & source of sttraction in meny ways. Basket pienies, excursions, regat-
tas and privete boating end fishing yielded rest and recreation. Excursions
were by both boat end 'railroad. In the Mississippi, end its tribvutaries, however,
the water was declining at the rate of 4 or 6 inches & day eeccording to the

Daily Pioneer of June 28th,

Commer36n1 bosting was, of course, likewise affected. A case in point

was given by the same peper., "The Nellie Kent went up to Carver on Sunday to

A
bring down two barges of whyat. She left Crrver at 8 P, M. Sundey, with one

barre in tow, end when sbout @ mile ebove Bloomington Ferry, on her way down,
the berge struck the bank end spreng & leak end sunk in & feet of water. The
barge contained about €,300 bushels of wheat, which is a total loss." The
wheat; however, which belonged to llenry Eemes, was fully covered by insurance.

On June 30th, the ®t, Paul Daily Pioneer referred to a typical ex=

cursion in this ways "

= A very plessant excursion party, from Red Wing
numbering ebout fifty ceme up on the steamer Red Wing yesterdey, end during
the few hours the bost remained here they visited the verious pleces of
interest in end sround the city. Neerly ell of them paid a visit to the
Metropoliten Hotel and expressed themselves in terms of great admiration of
this magnificent house, of which St. Paul is so justly proud,"

An exoursion by rail was thus ennounced by the seme publicetion in
its issue of June 2Bth: "The completion of the Mississippi & Leke su}g;rﬁor

N
road to the town of Thomson, on the St, Louis river, the point of intersection
v
v
with the North’Peeific Foed, & distence of 132 miles from St, Paul, will be
celebrated today by a grand pionio‘givon to the employees along the line, at

thet place. Superintendent Johnson heas invited a number of our citizens to be
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—

present on the ococasion, end the invited guests will leave for thst point by the
regultf train on that road at 7:15 this morning. Ve haven't the least doubt that
all who go will have & delightful trip and visit to this importent point, which
elthough almost as yet unknown, is destined to become among the most important
of the manufecturing points on the continent."

A letter to the editors of the Daily Fioneer (June 29th) hed its peaks

of interest in this connection: "Fortunately for me I left St. Paul on the new

steamor Northwestern, commended by Capt. Tom Devidson, and found Hon, F. E. Snow,

jzflerk of the Minnesota Senate, in the office. BEx-chief of Police Mollreth wes

the most prominent individusl emong the passengers ¥ & #

"Ihe boat is & model of neatness, this being her sixth trip, everything
is in perfeet trim: #* % # To the traveling public I must certeinly commend
them to e trip from St, Peul to St. Louis. Finer scenery cannot be found on
'the face of the globe,' and for somfort and pleasure steamboat traveling com-
bines both,

"I have had the pleasure of listening to & very enmthusiestie gentleman,
who may be one of our railroad kings for aught I know = probably is, #s he seys
he wes consulted by the direetors of the Northern Pecific as to which point was
the most suiteble as a terminus on Lake Superior. But that roed is nothing and
nowhere in his views compered to Judge leeker's "Air and Hour line'; thet's the
road that is to meke & new Jerusalem on this earth. I am a little surprised
that the Chember of Commerce of your city bas not discussed the metter, It
ought to have smelt what was in the air before this time.

"Well, this roed is to be built immediately, the most valuable pro=-
perty on the route hes been spotted, end most megnificent plans ere about to be
congummated. The road ig o blend into one of the four oities of 5t, Paul,
Minneapolis, St, Anthony, and 'Paulopolis,' otherwise Meeker's town, 'one

enormous c¢ity. London or New York will play second fiddle to it, end the great
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center of this village is to be at Meeker's Landing.' The property &t "Bridal Veil
Falls' hes been purechesed by e gentlemen in St. Paul, end he is about to put up an
immense esteblishment to wash the inhabitants of the great city.

"The greet dem improvement at Mecker's Landing is to be immedistely com=
pleted, but I cennot begin to tell you how meny different kinds of manufecturies
are to be put in there. My head fairly swims when I look at the pieture this wige
orous end enthusiastic individusl has drawn, and he says 'Judge Meeker has the
wisest head of any man in Minnesota - & glance at the Judge's features will corrob-
orete thet stetement, while the growth of the cities, now in embryo, will prove his
fer seeing eye and vulcenic mind cen "move powers ye kmow not of.' "

The Meeker to whom reference is made is Bradley B., for whom Mecker county
was named., Bducated at Yale, sdmitted to the ber in Kentucky, appointed judge in
the territory of Minnesota in 1849, he held thet position for four yesrs, and has
the distinetion of heving presided at the first term of court in Minneapolis, when
cased were tried "in the 0ld goverrment grist mill et St. Anthory Fells," to quote
from Hinnesote Biographi:a.

The St. Paul & Pecific railroed, which ren Fourth of July excursion treins

between St. Paul, St, Anthony, Hinnespclis end leke Minnetonke, st fleysate, adver-

tised in the Pioneer of July 2nd, offering "Greet times at the lske . . ., Fifty sé%

end Row Boets on hand . . . Music by Gideon's Bend . . . 'Pop goes the wessel,' if

you let the cork loose! Felf=fure tickets. There were meny such excursions on
Independence Day, by both rail and river.

In the educetional field a number of new institutions ennounced, through
the edvertising chennels of the Daily Press their fall openings - the uWisses iheaton's
Select School, at their rooms, corner of Fifth end Franklin streets, and e day school
for young ledies, to be esteblished by Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Herkoe at their residence,

Fo. 188 Ste. Peter street; and the St, Paul Classical Institute, Rev. "m. R. Powell,rector.
T+ M.H.5, Coll., Minn, Blographies, Vol, X1V, p, b01, Fub, by the Society, June 1012,
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In the religious field, during the month, the Jewish people broke
ground for the erection of & synagogue on Tenth street, opposite the Adams
sohool of that period. This building is still standing, but has fallen into
disu§e, and the Adems school was moved to & new site so meny yesrs ago that
it no longer could serve to indicate the locatlion, which is Minnesota énd
Tenth streets. The old tebernscle itself has long since been supplanted by
e fine modern place of worship for members of the Hebrew faith = a large
Jewish Center in the "Hill distrioct.”

Other religious sotivities included the meoting at ihe House of Hope
Presbyterian church, of the synod of Minnesota. It was the first yearly meeting
of the orgenizetion since the union of Presbyterian churches. The sermon come
memorative of the ocoasion was presched by Dr, F. T. Brown.

At the Market Street M. E. Church, on September 22nd, & "splendid
enterteinment . .+ » auppcr,‘fruit. flowers, lce creem, &c." « » « to which

"everybody was irvited to be present,” was advertised in the Dally Pioneer of

that date.
Quite the reverse of the mood indicated in that advertisement waes the

sombre note struck in & church newsstory in the Deily Press of September 25th,

"Human remeains of severel corpses - consisting of akui%, other bones, coffins,
A

%o., were disinterred yesterday by the workman engeged in excavating for the
new Stees bullding on Minnesota street, near the corner of Third.

"The old Catholic Mission Church, which merked the esrly site of
St. Paul, was situated south of the present locetion on Third street above
the Press office, and the buria) ground connected with the mission covered the
spot where the excevation is now being made. It being low ground it wes
afterwards filled up.' ¥ore then a score of years heve passed since eny

interments were made there.
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"We understand that memsures are to be taken to care for the remains

e
which may be disinterred, so that they shall not be do:?rated. This is as it

should be."

Faults, in meany directions, were clearly seen and meesures fregquently
teken to remedy them, In some cases limitations imposed by orude mechinery end
lack of needed conveniences, were overscome. Improvements needed in certain
cases were not so easy of fulfillment. The narrowness of streots was more

then disturbing, On this subject the Daily Fioneer, on July 28rd, expressed

disappointment emounting to disgust when en opportunity for widening streets
was allowed to languish. "Two collisions in Third street yesterday," declared
the Pioneer, "reminded us thet there was a proposition to widen some of our
streets, * * +* That excellent motive was abzndaned as the new block that

Mr, Enauf is putting up on the line pretty qﬁgbetually closes all hope for that
velueble imprcvement; While other cities are widening their streets end
avenues to 80 and 100 end even 120 end 200 feet at the expense of pulling down
expensive buildings, we uqi%indful of ‘their expense, go along closing up the
sides of our streets so narrow as to remind strangers of elleys rather than
streets or avenﬁ;s."

A werning against the foroes of lawlessness appeared in the seme
edition of the peper. "lLverybody is ceutioned aegainst thieves. We are informed
by the police that the city is full of the worst end most desperate cherecters.
Special ceution should be exercised now while the weather is so very warm, of
the temptation so strong to leeve windows open,”

Several months later the Pioneer (September 10, 1870) vigorously urged
better lighting for 8%, Paul, "Present number of ges lemps 100," it complained,

"and 200 are needed. The city covers territory two miles in length and a mile

in broadth. Gas is & greet elly of the police in preserving peace end good
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order by night, snd in restraining the depredations of the evil-disposed by
dispelling the darkness which is sought by the perpetrators of evil deeds.
More light is the ory of the people.”

In September, too, the Ploneer, while complimenting the street com-
missioner for doing good work on Fort street, handled that gentlemsn roughly,
nevertheless, for not attending to a nuisence or the corner of Seventh and
Cedar streets; thet frog pond, "which did not look pretty," mor did it "smell
pretty in the center of the oity.”

Irregularities on Election Day in & second ward polling place in-
cluded @ personal sontroversy between election judges, during which one of them
threw a ballot box out of the window: "Three policemen,” seid the Pioneer

(November 9, 1870) in reporting the inecident, "restored order."

On November llth of thet year, 8t. Paul mourned the pessing of one

of her most generous oitizens, the old settler Vitel Guerin, at the eerly age
of 58, Almost simultenecusly Joseph ke Brown, snother well-known Minnesotan,
whose versetility in meny fields diafinguishad him, died. Long tributes were

paid to the memory of eachs The St., Paul Daily Press, in its issue of Nov. 12t%h,

coupled the nemes of both in its obitusry article, "Two 01d Ones Gone."

"We record this morning," ran the article; "the death of two venerable
Minnesote pioneers - Vital Guerin, once & French voyageur, who made & oleim
some 31 or 32 years ago on what is now the heart of St, Peul, and Joseph R,
Brown, who bought & half interest in another cleim, which has since besome
Kittson's addition . . .

"Vital always retained the simple and primitive hebits of hie early
1ife = but though he wes &t one time the possessor of en estate which if he
had but reteined a title to it W%uld have made him & millionaire, died et

lest poor. Brown, though he has founded helf & dozen cities, and has walked
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with his heed in the clouds of his own ambition over & thousend fortunes, hes
never stopped long erough in his pursuit of bubbles to pick up the wealth over
which he strode unheeding = and dies, if not potitively poor, certeinly far
from rich. And nothing better need be said of him than this, ah! the royml
grace of those unselfish, hospiteble times, when men lived from hand to mouth
and divided their ell with their neighbors; when such men as these gave away
cities without knowing it, and tossed latent millions to the next g::;%fiw.
Vital was a simple, unambitious soul and Joe was shrewd, aspiring and crafty,
ﬁut they were alike in this, that neither could learn the Yenkee trick of the
thrift thet comes by meanness of even prudent hoerding. They had the liberal

culture of the wilderness which teeches & finer humeanity than the schools, and

had leerned from the savages the cafeless largesse of the pristine gentlemen.

Alas! -« how they psfiah, these noble specimens of the olden times, these types

of the penerous rece which is fast beecming extinct,”
Viteal Guerin's funeral, with extracts teken from & historicel sketch
of his life, is deseribed in the gquaint fashion of the day by the Catholie

weekly newspaper, The Northwestern Chronicle, of Saeturday, Nov. 26thi “"The

death of Vitel Guerin, one of the eerly settlers of 5t, Paul, whioch took place
on Fridey, the llth instent, at his residence in this city, geve sincere regret
to our citigens, to whom he was so well end favorably known,

"His funersl, which took place last Sund‘y, wes, perhaps, one of the
largest ever seen in 5t. Paul. Gen. Sibley, Mayor Forbes, Messrs. John B,
Olivier, N. W. Kittson, A. Dufresne, and ¥. Twomhley scted as pall bearers.

The procession, which was most imposihg, wes formed in the following order:
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Platoon of Policemen
Band of 20th Reguler U, §, Infentry
Society of St. Jean Baptiste
(with their elegent manner and American
flag dreped in mourning)
The Heerse
Relatives and friends of the deceased

A long line of carriages

"The procession moved from the late residence and proceeded down
Webashew to Third, down Third to Robert, up Robert to Tenth, end up Tenth to
the Church of St. Louis, where the solemn ceremonies of Holy Church were
performed by Rev. Father Schmierer, enmd an eppropriate sermon wes delivered
in French by Very Rev. A, Bevoux, whose secqueintence of the decessed extended
over & period of about thirty years. At the conclusion of the ceremonies the
procession was reformed, and proceeded to the Catholie Cemetery, where the
body wes deposited in its last resting place."

Referring to the field around the original Cuerin cebin, which

Vital ploughed up and trensformed into & garden with the aid of Red Kiver

oxen, the same erticle seys: "lie reised good crops for several years, and

is the first man who drove & ploughshare on the site of St, Paul. The wet
ground which used to extend along the foot of the bluff in the Third ward was
then a marsh where he used to procure his hay. Great changes have taken place
since that dey. The claim which Mr, Guerin was celled a fool for refusing
$1,000 for heas become worth several million. The rise in his property made
ir, Guerin quite & wealthy men, compensating for the herdships of his early

years. Yet he was alweys plain end unostentatious end lived humbly and without

pride « . + The Cathedral Block . .« « purchesed from Mr. Guefin, in 1880, for
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& sum that was then considered its full velue, but which would be now looked
upon es & trifle: such cheanges have come over St. Peul during Mr. Guerin's
career! Mey he rest in peece.”

Resolutions of the French Society were published in the seme news-

paper, of the same date: "The Late Vital Guerin = At a meeting of the Frenech

Soclety, St. Jesn Baptiste, on Saturdey evening, November 12, to meke errange=

ments to attend the funeral of the lateiy deceased Vitel Guerin, Sr,, the
following resolutions, expressive of the feelings of the soclety, were
unenimously edopted:

"Wherees, It has pleased Divine FProviderice to remove from our midst
one of our number in the person of the late Vital Guerin, Sr.

Resolved, That we sre deeply pained at the happening of the sad event,
whereby this Society is deprived of one of its most useful and honored members;
that in his death the chureh hes lost ome of its most devoted supporters, the
city of St. Paul one of its earliest and most generous founders, his family
e kind husband end loving father;

Resolved, That his many public end privete charities in the past,
deserve at our heands, st this time, public recognition, and from every citizen
of Ste Paul a lasting remembrance;

Resolved, That we hereby tender to his grief-stricken femily our
heartfel: sympethies in this their sad beresvement.

Resolved, Thet with the flags and decorations of office of this
Society; its officers and members, as & mark of respect to their deceased
brother, follow in & body his remains to their final resting place, and thet
one copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to the femily of the
deceased, and one copy te each of the eity pepers for publication,”

Henry A. Castle, in his History of Minnesots, eulogizes Vital et

length, and from this work e few excerpts sre taken: "He gave to his
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children the education which hed been denied him . . . During his years of plenty
he was unceesingly beneficent to his poor country mén . . . Honest and cendid him-
self, his simple feith continuslly enabled sherpers to overreech him, until his
ample fortune melted awey by reverses. His last venture wes to finance George W.
Deliaven in & oircus and show busiress sbout the yea%l&ﬂ? » = o Mr. Guerin built a
large octagonal frame structure on the northwest corner of Sixth and Cedar streests,
@ part of his old homestesd. There performances were given trieweekly. It wes a
very good oircus, the best of its day, end was the leeding emusement feature et
which the elite of St, Paul held private box parties. The following years the
eircus went on the road end lost many thousands of dollars before it ceme to a
¢limex in the Stete of Uaine. Vitel Guerin died lend poor and his femily felt the
pihchinys of want. His last illness wes long end painful but petiently boﬁne."

Over his remains in Celvery Cemetery s momment, honoring his memory,
was erected by decree of the common council.

On December 28th, the men whose hostelry had long been & curious St. Paul
landmark, the old settler, Lot Moffet, died. FHis death was attributed to. & cold
which he contracted while extinguishing a blaze on the roof of his Temperance
House, lung fever resulting, |

The Daily Fress, (Dec. 29, 1870) chromieling his death, said, while
bestowing meny compliments on this unique proprietor_or & unique hotel, . . &
"Moffet's 'Castle' . . . ceme very neer destruction by the fire on Kobert street
& short time since, &and the upper end rear portion wes deluged by water; Hr, loffet
was treasurer of the 0ld Settler's Association, & cherter member and officer of
the St. Paul Lodge No. 1, of Mesons, . . . &nd & direector of the St, Paul Chamber
of Commerce,"”

The Masonic lodge referred tu was the first in the State. It obtained

o
its charter from the Grand lLodge of Ohi}ﬂ the local orgenisation deting from Sept.

8, Castle, Henry A., Ninnesota; Its §tory end Biography, The Lewis Publishing

Compeny, Chicego, 1915, Vol, 1, pp. 712=718. 2




§T. PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER X Page 24.

The funeral of Lot Moffet took plece at the Universelist Church, cormer of
Tenth end labashaw streets, Fev. J. Mervin conducting the services. W, H. Grant,
Worshipful WMester of S5t. Faul Lodge No. 1, had charge of the Masonic ceremonies at
Oaklend Cemetery, where the remsins were interred,

A wife and three merried deughters = lrs, Ayres, Yrs. Hendrickson and Mrs.
lebone - survived Mr, Moffet, who had been married seversl times. With an income
of two or three thousend dollars a year, he had been very libersl, = large part
going to cherity annually,.

The Daily Fress but reflected public opinion when it seid: ™Hr. Moffet
was peculiar in meny perticulars, but was plain, outspoken, open-hearted, and ever
ready to respond to the cells of benevolence. Many cases of destitution of
strengers as well as those in this city heve been relieved by his egency . « « and
he will be greetly missed by the 0ld settlers of the Stete.”

In 1871, J. C. Burbank, first president of the St. Paul chember of com-

mercef'retired, énd was succeeded by Gen. H. H. Sibley. Mr., Burbenk received meny

compliments for his efficient services. He hed, es Frenk Bliss wrote, "fulfilled
9
the duties of the office with oredit and ebility,"”

Octave Savard, a citizen of St., Peul for 70 years, who resides et 211
Sidney street, on the "West Side,” or rather Riverview as the district hes been
more aptly named, finds pleasure in recalling the St, Paul of the early seventies.
An ipterview from him elicited the information that the Smith perk of today occupies
the site of the old circus grounds. There, in the shedow of e hill, the big shows
"pitched their tents,"” he said, "mnd the vicinity of Sibley and Fourth streets
echoed to the strains of the circus band end the calligge.’

Third street, extending from Seven Cormers down to Sibley streset,

SEXtEndingTTON Seven-Lorners down-te-Bibley-streeks "was practioslly the only

9. Bliss, Frank C., St. Paul, Pest and Present, F. G, Bliss Pub, Co., St. Faul,

1888 p. 195. BT P
10. From Octeve Savard Interview, Dec. 11, 1941.
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business street,” he reminisced, "and the Webashe street bridge wes the city's only
bridge orossing the Mississippi riv:i."

As for the dimensions of the first Wabasha street bridge, Mr. Sevard ¢one
tinved, "it was only half the width of the present one, snd built of wood. It was
e toll bridge, costing foot passengers two and one=half cents each way, one horse

. vehiole 15 centg and two horses 25 cents."
Amusing indeed sre news paper ‘aceounts, in the seventies, releting to

traffic speed. To a person of today, scoustomed to swift-moving sutomobiles, it is

difficult to repress e smile when resding, for instance, from the Daily Pioneer of

Jen. 29, 1871: "The streets were very lively yesterday with sleighing parties.
We should not be surprised if some who were out drove faster then FIVE MILES PER HOUR."
Compleints over vehicles exceeding five miles en hour were common. Ihis,

end the absence of sleighbells, and other “"slips" on the part of negligent drivers,

<
caused a double-bargglled reproof in the Daily Press of December 27th, of that year:

"If there is no ordinence compelling all persons who glide around in
cutters to héve sleighbells on their horses, there ought to be. FPedestrians who
have their ears done up in werm muffs or voluminous scarfe should have some chance
for their lives in these days when the streets ére 8o crowded with vehicles. Under
any circumstances, it is scargely the proper thing for & men to drive at the rate
of SIX or SEVEN MILES an hour through the streets, without maeking some sort of
demonstration. Ring the bells, or look out for these noiseless cutters.”

In the streets at this time meny uwnique vehicles were to be seen, some
types of which have completely pessed out of existence and are to be found only in
the tramsportation exhibit of museums. They inspired comment in the Minneapolis
Tribune, Fov. 27th, 1872, in this veins "St. Paul is slive with ox teams; drays,
hecks, omnibussea end express wagons are hauled by oxen. Stockmen cry out, 'Here

is your nice ox-team for any part of the city.' "

11l. St, Paul FPioneer Press, Dec. 7, 1941
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Omnibusses, however, had their difficulties in the eerly months of that
winter, becsuse of sleighing conditions, snow being scarce. The Deily Press, on
February 9th used a specifioc instance to lament this deficlency: "Cook's omni-
busses ere on wheels agein, es the sleighing is nesrly s thing of the past. Oh]
for & snowstorm - ! "

Fines for infrection of the morel code as well as traffiec rules were
imposed when, &s reported by the Daily Fress of February 24th, "Four females of
doubtful reputetion were arrested yesterday for riding the streets., They paid a
fine of twenty dollars esch,"

Police officers, too, were warned by the mayor to walk their beats

without aleoholiec vibrations or vehemence. The mayor did not mince words.

W™
Inferentially he pointed out that sidewslks should be wide enough to accoqedate

the custodians of lew end order as well as other individuels. Sueh en
edmonition by the mayor caused Minneapolis partisens to ignore the fact, et
least temporsrily, that a petty intercity rivelry still existed, for Mimmeepolis
found in the situation a deadly parell?l, gnd embraced the occasion as an
opportunity to correct it.

The Minneapolis attitude, as reflected in the Tribune, of Februery 11th,
was forthright emough. ™Mayor Stewsrt of 5t. Peul,” it resd, "has notified the
members of the police force of that city that they will not be allowed to visit
seloons . . « when off duty, end that a violation of this rule will be promptly
followed by the peremptory dismissel of the offending officer. This is &
judicious move in the dirsotion of reform end could be very properly imitated
by the new mayor of our own city."

That this mendate of Mayor Stewsrt's must have had e salutary effect

not omly on eertain derelict police officers but on the whole eity, seems quite

evident. For one thing, & temperance banguet at Ingersoll Hall, given by the
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Fether Matthew Temperance Society, eas reported by the Minneapolis Tribune of Jen. 12,
1873, "was a grend success.,"” As another indicetion, e raise in liquor licenses end

the closing of saloons on Sundays, took place. ' The Minneapolis Tribune considered

the subject of sufficient interest for edditionel comment on Merch 20th., but
informed its reeders, on August 9tk of that year, thet there were "200 bers in
St. Paul over which thirsty mortsls can quaff intoxiesting drinks.”

July 15, 1872 was en eventful date in St, Paul's trection ennals. The
charter obtained in 1867, grenting the city execlusive rights to eonstruct a system
of street reilweys, which hed lain dorment since had, at length, aschieved fruition,
The oity wes agog with excitement and enticipstion.

The Daily Press, of July 16th, well describes the situsticn under dramstic
headlines:

THE STREET RAILEOAD 'WiDF OPEN.
k%%L GRAND EXCURSION OF THE CITY FATHERS

COL. HEWITT TAKES THE RIBBONS

CAPT, CARVER ON WATERING PLACES.

CARS EVERY FIFTEEN MIKUTES TODAY.

"The St. Paul Street Railrosd is in active operation, after having been
formelly opened yesterday by zn excursion of the Common Council and a few other
guests, with officers of the Compeny, from Webashaw street to its lower terminus,
After vears of triel and defeet in the Council end discouragement from various
sources, the rails are laid, the cers are on the trsck, and eanother metropolitan
feature is added to our young American city. Let those who have argued for it,
end those who have spent their money for it be congr-tuleted today, eand mey the
'dimes' afford them a further substantisl recompense."

Of the actual test itself the seame newsstory spesks with equal enthu-

siasm: " 'ALL ABOARD.' 'ALL ABOARD," eried Capt. Carver yesterdey afterncon,

e
end the neat, comfortab%ys oleanly airy cars, N s, 1 and 2, marked 'Upper and

Lower Town,' were speedily filled.




ST. PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER X Page 28

"at & citizens meeting, held in May, to take preliminery measures for
building this roed, it wes voted, on motion of Hon. Horace Thompson, that Col,
Girert Hewitt drive the first car over the treck, et its cpening. In eccordance
with this vote, the Colonel was escorted to his position on the pletform, gathered
up the strings when

'Crack went the whip,

fRound went the wheels,

Were ever folks so glad?'

The brekes were rattling underneath
As if 9t. Paul were mad.’'

"The Colonel was geining glory end renown., The imported professional
driver who stood near, on the pletform, looked on admiringly end remarked, 'You
have driven & car before, Sir?' Down Fourth street to Jackson, up Jackson to
Seventh, out Seventh to Chestnut, end up Chestnut to the end of the line, the
cars went et 'a jolly round trot,' the 'observed of all observers.'

"fhe horses were reversed, end at the first return corner, Cept. Carver,
the genial Secretary of the road, announced 'a new watering station' which ell
were invited to enter &nd inspect, The compeny were ushered into Capt. Cerver's
perlors, and then found an sbundance of 'golden seal' cheer set forth in & hos-
pitable arrey * * %,

"Having been 'watered' the horses felt better, and the return trip wes
made at a quicker pace then the outward cne, end the party alighted at the post
office, feeling prouder than ever of St. Peul, her liberality and public spirit,
and her Street Eailwey. Being well insugurated regular trips commence et 6:30

this morning, and it is hoped that liberal patronsge awaits the enterprise,”

Thus St Paul, elthough it hed long celled itself a c¢ity, and though

its leeding citizeq,'was one of the outstanding figures of the century in the

field of transportetion, hed required yeers to realize this dream of & street

reilway. An humble begimning, to be sure, but the crowds who turned out to




ST. PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER X Page 29

see its trial performence thet fell hailed it es an historic event,

In July, 1872, all experiments over, the road, the first line consisting
of two miles of track with six cars, opersted by fourteen men end drawn by horses,
sought patrona;i.

Eeports of the death of the liksble Sioux squew, "01d Bets," had been of

such frequent occurrence that when she did die in 1872, it occasioned surprise,

and some reporters were skepticel. However, it was true, but just how old was

"Bets" nobody ecould tell, although her yeers were reconed as over the century merk.
-

The plsce of her deeth is uncertain. Frank C, Bliss, in his book St. Paul, Pest end

Fresent, states that she died in Mendote in May 1873, snd says " '01d Bets,' a

privileged charscter, whose fece wes well known to every old settler . . . received
e Christian burial. During her sickness, the Chamber of Commerce subscribed e con-
siderable sum for her comfort ¢ * * Her photogrephs were purchased by tourists, and

oen be found in all perts of the country.”

The St. Paul Deily Press, in its issue of June 27, 1873, said: "All our

old settlers, who were mcquainted with '0ld Bets,' = snd who of them is not = will
regret to learn thet the emisble old aborigine departed this life on the boat at
or neer St. Joseph, Missouri, while on the way up the river with the rest of her
tribe." The life-sketch, which followed, brought back meny memories to' ®t. Faul
people; few indeed but had a yern to spin about her that stemmed from personal
experience.

" *01d Bets,' " continued the write-up, "was a historical chsracter,
decidedly, end was known to elmost everybody in this oity. Neerly every photo-
grapher has portraits of her in 'Florsl Homes in Minnesota.' It was '0ld Bet's'
custom to make a regular round emong all her acquaintences every time she came to

St. Feul, which wes not seldom. This round would lest & week or more. At every

12, Andrews, General, C. C. FHistory of “t, Paul, Minn., D. Mason & Co.,
Pl blishers, Syracuse, N. Y., 1890, p. 308, 03
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house where she was sequainted she would stop to beg "Kosh=poppy,s' or food, which
was generally given to her . + o '0ld Bets' wes loyal to her white friends during
the Sioux Eebellion of 1862. She bossted thet none of her reletives was engaged
in that outbresk.”

Her actual ege, sccording to this newspaper, was nothing like a hundred,
but probably "between sixty and seventy, perhaps neerer seventy.” '01d Bets,'
when not reduced to the necessity of begging, peddled Indian beadwork end trinkets
in her efforts to eke out a livelihood.

0ld Bets, however, did not confine her salesmenship to beads and trinkets.
The Chronicle & Register, Jenuery 9, 1850 furnishes the following proof that in
thet eerly day she was in the ferrying business: "New Ferry. The subseriber would
respectfully announce, that having procured from His Mejesty Little Crow s license
to keep & ferry, she is now prepered te ecarry pessengers at the rate fixed by law,
and for &8 much more as the public choose to give her." This announcement was
signed '01d Betsey,""the connecting lirk between the Indians and whites," end
conteined a postscript to this effect: "This Ferry is in opposition to Goodhue."

Yot so well known as "0ld Bets," was & brother, "Jim," who stumped
about on a wooden leg, heving lost a limb in en sccident some years before his

sister's death. Jim, sccording to the Daily Press, June 27, 1863, "departed to

the happy hunting grounds in 1860,"
Louis Guerin stated, in en interview, that Y0ld Bets"™ had another brother

whe has not been mentioned by historiens: et least so far es he knew. Thie

brother died tragiocally, snd that sterted "0ld Bets" to drinking. Louis Guerin

bed the story from his mother.
"Mother liked '01d Bets,' " #ir. Guerin seid, "end was sorry she drenk. The
brother to whom she referred froze to death on the Mississippi. The wey mother

told the story wes this: It wes & cold winter day, end several old settlers
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walking along the iackaon street shore, noticed en object of some kind out on the
jée in the river. VWhile they were wondering whet it wes, "01d Bets" chanced to
eome along end they told her sbout it.

"The ice wes 'rubbery' in places, and so the group had not dered to go
out to investigate. But '01d Bets' took the chence; she went out boldly. 4nd
there she found her brother's body on the snow snd ice. He must have gone to sleep
and so froge to deeth. It was supposed he'd gotten hold of some of '"Pig's Eye's
firewa%:r."

To Pierre Parrent's firewater, Louis Guerin, in this interview, attributed
most of the family's troubles with the Indians in the early days. ¥hen they were
not liguored up the Indians were not hard to get along with. His fether, Vital,
had to think in split seconds when Parrant's liquid "T. N. T." became a pert, the
whole part, of the red men's bill of fare. They would come forth from the Fountain
Ceve pgroggery and try to wreak vengeance on the Guerin cebin and inmetes,

"Pig's Eye was like a bootlegger during prohibition; he didn't care what
his stuff would do to customers just so he got the money,” end lLouis Cuerin con=
cluded his interview with the statement that both his mother end father hed sheared
this view - and not without reason.

Gemblers, & "motley herd" of them, as the Tribune expressed it, were
becoming increesingly obmoxious, but efforts of the St. Paul police to abate the
nuisance, the same paper termed "fake" reids.

On the 3rd of April, 1875, the police depertment geve the order that all
saloon front doors must be closed. In trying to cope withtwo ofthe most ocommon
vices inherent in humanity the chief of police, no doubt, hed & men's sigze job on
his hands.

The lerge number of dealers dispensing elcoholic drinks in St. Faul drew

the attention of and created comment in surrounding cities. Referring to this
13. From Louis Guerin Interview, Feb. &, 1941. :
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situation, the Stillwater Gagzette of March 22, 1876, observed, while classifying

nationelities engaged in the traffic, "of the 199 ssloonkeepers in St. Paul, 10
are French, § Bohemian, 3 English, 15 Americen, 21 Sesndinavian, 12 Irish, and
129 German.”

But the cause of temperance hed, at this time, one of its steunchest
leaders in & churchmen who hed been eppointed coadjutor Bishop of St. Peul the
yeer before, John Ireland, In his war upon the liquer treffic he hed'adopted no
middle eourse. He denounced it "es the most fruitful of all the scurces of the
poverty, wretchedness snd erime thet afflict the world." Humphrey Hoyniha;, from
whom this quotation is taken, further states in his article on Archbishop Ireland,
"Hever in America was an evil denounced with more fiery eloquence than was the
liquor treffiec by Bishop Ireland, who was now recognized as the outstanding leader
of the Tempersnce lMovement in Americe. Prom ocean to ocean appeals poured in upon
him to give addresses on temperance in scores of citi:s.

This, however, was no sudden crusade on the part of Bishop Ireland.
Nearly a decede before he had enlisted his services on this issue. "Lete one
evening” in the winter of 1869, says Humphrey Moynihan, "three men, evidently
under the influence of liquor, celled upon Fether Ireland at the Cathedral resi-
dence and presented @& crumpled piece of paper on which wes written the words,

'For God's sake orgenize & Temperance Soclety,' It was signed seven men,
P v

including & saloonkeeper. The Total Abstinence Society that was orgenized the

folléiing Sundey was the beginning of & nation-wide movement ageinst the drink
evil. From hut to hut Fether Ireland went, from hamlet to hemlet, from eity to
city, preaching end teaching that drink had brought greater calemities upon the

world then wer, femine and pestilence combined.

14, Fublished In Acta et Dicte, Vol. V1, No. 1, ppe 16-17, Catholic Historical
SOCiety, St. Paul Semlnl!‘y, Sto P‘ul' Min-no' Qet. 1935.
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"Thet the cempeign launched by Bishop Ireland mgeinst the drink evil helped
to arcuse the country to its reel peril, that it inspired others to become lesders
in the movement, that it brought prestige to tle Chureh, that it pleced hipgh license
laws on our statute books ~ all this is femilisr to those who are conversent with
the story of soeiel welfere in America.

"Less familiar, perhaps,” continues lumphrey Moynehan, "is the fact that
across the seas he was looked up to as the greetest temperance advocate since the
deys of Father Matthew. [His addresses in Dublin, Limerick, Cork rang through Ireland.
His eddresses in Liverpool similerly stirred the people of that grect ciig. .

Bishop Ireland's zesl es & temperance sdvocate was only one of hisjintense
activities, although, even in his great work of colonizetion, he ceme faece to face
with intemperance. His sympethy for Irish immigrents on the Esstern semcomst did
not blind him to their dengers and tempatations nearer at home. His vision pos-
sessed a double range. "These immigrents,” states Humphrey Moynihan {page—3&;—

-citmbdondy "toiled in factories and mines, they built canals end railrosds, end so,
while the rich prairies of the west were calling them, vast numbers of them lived
in tenements and shanties, hewers of wood end drawers of water, the natural prey of
the seloonkeeper and the ward politioiig."

It was after his organization of the Catholic Colonizetion Buresu of
Ste Paul in 1676, end the Minnesots Colonization Compény, which he called & cher-

iteble bank, thaet the peths of Bishop Irelend and James J. Hill frequently ran

perellel. The odd coincidence in their birth dates has already been mentioned,

end in oconnection, too, with their sp%ere of sctivities. Both spheres naturally

blended °
The prime object of the Winnesote Colonization Compeny wes to assist

destitute immigrents, who, before they undertook the difficult life on & prairie

15. Pub, in Aota et Diota, Vol.VI, Ko.I,p.18,Ceth.Hilst.5oe.,0C.F. Seminary, Oct. 1088
16« Ibid
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needed every sssistance possible. GStock sheres were sold for this purpose, snd then,
by securing eontrol of @11 railroed lend in the gounty for a period of two years,
Bishép Ireland further revealed his telent for business by obteining & vast trect
sonsisting of 117,000 secrvs for his first colony.

"At thet time, "Humphrey Moynihen explains, "lend could be purchased st
prices renging from §1.80 to $3,00 an sere.  The ususl mode of procedure followed by
Rishop Irelsnd in his verious colonies was to plece & priest on the spot, build e
chureh and to estsblish an immigrant house for the eccommodation of settlers while
they were selecting their fari:.'

The result of the enterprise wes not to remasin long in doubt. "Settlers,”
to quote the ssme source, "begsn at once to pour into Swift County in & steedy
stream. By September, 800 Catholic femilies had taken up lend, some on government
land. Towns begen to spring up almost over night. Delreff, Clonterf, Greceville,
St. Adrisn, Avecs, Fulde, Ohent, were all established withim e few yeers. Hundreds
of happy femilies, hundreds of flourishing ferms throughout Minnesote, hzve reeson
to bless the memory of Bishop Irelaig."

James J. Hill received his inmspirstion to found snd endow &t, Faul Theo=-
logicel Seminary, from & sermon which Bishop Irelend presched st 5t. ¥ery's Church
on 8 certsin oecmsion. By chanse Kill was present. Sympathetic to sll efforts
fostering education, the idea for creating such an institution st once germinsted
in E111's ective brein. The bond of friendship between the two men, esch & doer
in his pertiecular field, increased.

§111, hersh in his deslings with ocompetitors, herd-hitting end swift,

eould, nevertheless, turn sside from strife st nagnanimous moments and do the

megnificent thing, It was no mere gesture, mno grandicse fling. lils victory over

the Fudson Bay Compeny, at an early stage of his ecereer, @ struggle in which he

J7.Pub.in Aots ot DIcte,Vel.71,10.1,pe10,00theristS0es,5t.Paul ceminery,lct. 1533
18, Ibid,
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neither asked nor geve quarter, hed no doubt whetted his combatative eppetite for
more.  Kittson, reared in the seme competitive school, hed recognized Iill's
aggressive abllity snd eventuslly left the Hudson Bay Company to effiliete with him.

Edwin Wildman, in his book Femous Leaders of Industry states the cese in

this way: "His (Hill's) rivelry with the Hudson Bay Compeny proceeded apece and at
lest this femous fur trading corporstion wes gled to come to terms with this men of
indomiteble will, courege and strength. So prectically the entire tramsportetion

of the river was placed in Eill's hends. Kittson, the Hudson Bay Company's agent,

began to have a very high opinion of Hill's sbility and a few years later, in 1874,
B %
when Hontreal financiers decided to gain control of the St, Paul and Pacific rail-

road, then ebout 500 miles long, and e big relieble, well-posted man wes needed to
get 211 the feots possible about the road and then rum it, 'Hill's the man for us,’
decided Kitt:gn."

Fighting for its life in the seventies, the St. Paul and Pacific railroad
would be & pood springboard for eny embitious mean who might gein conmtrol of it.
lill realized this st once.

Reflecting reilroad conditions in 1873, Cushmen K, Devis, later to become
8 United States semator end a national politicel leader, said in & speech delivered
during his campaign for govermor of Minnesota: "I em perfectly satisfied that
there is not & railroed company in Minnesota whose franchises are not subject to
forfeiture for flagrant, repeated, end probeble melversation end abige."

To make & long story short the first bettle in which the St. Paul end
Pecifie figured was against the Northern Pecific, early in the seventies. The
former road was swallowed by the latter, but before the latter could digest it the
panic of 1873 intervened. Facts concerning the trensaction ere highly involved.

Ur., Hill's biographer, Joseph Gilpin Pyle, gives this version of the part Hill

played: "At whet time the precticel project of obtaining possession of the

19, Wildmen,Edwin,Famous Leaders of Industry,The Page Co.,Pub.,Boston,2nd series
1621, p. 162.

20. Fyle, Joseph Gilpin, The Life of Jemes J. Hill, Doubleday, Fage & Co,., Garden
City, New York, 1917, Vol. 1, ps 133
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St. Paul snd Pacific, and making it the nucleus of a great system and the meens of
development for en agricultural empire in the United States, first presented itself
full-fledged, definite, conerete, to his mind, no one knows * % * When the St. Paul
and Facifiec want to the wall, he knew that the hour hed struck. He hed alreedy in
his mind the outline of that crestive thought which filled his active yvears and made
him known &s the 'empire buildii.' "

Another men, however, cleimed thet J. J. Hill had gotten the idea from him,
the man nemed as receiver for the St, Paul end Pecific when it went bankrupt in 1873.
This mean wes J. P, Ferley, and contending that he hed furnished the idea to Mr. Hill,
end received nothing in return, he brought suit sgainst the latter, in en effort to
compel payment of moneys or securities alleged due.

A long and bitter legal battle ensued. "Farley's fundsmental claim,” says
Pyle, "was that he and his assistant, who took the stend in his behalf, hed origi=
neted * #* * and communicated the project to Mr. Will in 1876 * % #* that he hed
been defrauded of his shsre in profits emounting, according to his estimate, to
$15,000,000. 1In the end, Judge Brewer, of the United States Circuit Court, decided
it egainst Mr. Farley, his decision closing with this delicate sarcasm: 'I think
that Mr, Farley, as & receiver, did not fail in his official duty, end although
such eonclusion carries an imputation upon his recollection or veracity as a witness,

it sustains his integrity as an officer.' "

Among the men who meinteined thet Hill was, beyond question, originator of

the idea, was C. ¥, Griggs, ome of his pertners, who seid: "Mr., Hill was en
enthusiest on the subject of the resources and future of the lorthwest, so much so
that be was often joked about it. He endured the facetious remarks made &t his

expense with phileanthropic aslmness, however, end pushed ahead steadily with his
23
projects.” Another friend who shared similar views wes Mr. H. P, Uphem, & next door
21. Fyle, Joseph Gilpin,
New York, 1917, Vol. I, pe 171
22. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of James J. Hill, Doubledey, Page & Co., Garden City,
New York, 1917, Vol. I, p. 173
28+ Fyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of James J. Hill, Doubleday, Pege & Co., Garden City,
New York, 1917, Vol. T, p. 174
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neighbor of Hill's and later to become president of the First Netional Bank of St,
Faul. "From the time he conceived it," declared lr. Upham, “"he was possessed by
the reilroed scheme. He used to talk it at all tiames. He sat in the o0ld elub
house holding Eittson in a corner aend boring the plan into him with a threstening
forefinger. He ate and drank and slept wit§41t.”

Another opiniom of ¥Mr. Hill, expressed at this time by an scquaintance, wes
less charitably phresed, "le's as crezy as a loon over rnilrgfda."

Before Kill foreclosed the 8t. Paul and Pecific mortgage, the affairs of
that compeny were so involved that it would have probebly required the sérvices
of an Einstein to make them clear even to & rmilroader. Add to this complexity the
condition of the Northern Pacific, and the fog thickens.

As Mr, Pyle says, "Nr, Hill did then whet he did ever after, whet made him

the terror of competitors and a master of the gemes who seldom made mistakes end

never forgot a fact once ecquiredy he studied local conditions, femilisrized him-

gself with endless detail, then put himself in e position where this would take the

plece of business capital.”

In his History of the Northern Pacific, E: V. Smelley says: "The impore

tance of St. Faul as the first great railroad center northwest of Chicago was fully
realized by the Northern Pecific managers, end by controlling the stock of the

5t. Paul end Pacific Company they expected to be able to make its lines virtually
26
extensions end feeders of their own roed." Nr, Pyle gives, as an illumination to

the subject, touching especislly on the dominance of the Northern Pacific, end

how the several corporations meinteined a nominelly separate existence, with boerds
of directors not merely interlocking but identiocal, the following extracts from
the report, Jan, 1871, of General Ceorge L. Becker, President of the First

Division Compeny (of the St. Paul and Pecific):

24, Fyle, Joseph Glipin, Life of Jemes J, 1111, Doubleday,Page & Co., Oarden City,
New York, 1917, Vol. 1, p.

25. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of James J, Eill, Doubledsy, Page & Cos., Garden City
New York, 1917, Vol. 1, Pe 778

26. Fyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of James J. Hill, Doubleday, Page & Co., CGarden City,
Few York, 1917, Vol T:—ETE:~T§7:T33__—_-
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"Since the date of my last report Mr, E. D. Litchfield, who has heretofore
owned & controlling interest, hes scld ell the sheres held by him to the Northern
Feeific Reilroad Company. The Northern Pacific Company, which had previously pur-
chesed the cherter snd land grent of the old St. Paul and Pacific Reilrosd Company
(of which our lines were originelly e part) hes trensferred the same to this com-
pany. The Northern Fecific is thus the contimuetion across the continent of the
St. Peul and Peoific, through the two branches of which it reeches its terminus on
the Mississippi Eiver at St., Peul, end there connects with the network of railrcads
extending all over the United Statiz.“

Mr, Hill, however, after geining possession of the St Paul and Pacifiec
system, had his own ideas &s to the course of western empire, and was in the strategic
position to earry through big idees and thereby maske himself supreme smong "empire
builders.” |

The St. Peul and Pacific, in due course the St. Paul, Minneapolis &
Manitobe, proceeded to lay tracks beyond DeGraff, extending its rails to Clontarf
in Swift County, end Greeeville in Big Stone County, and was thus able to facilitate
the colonization work of Bishop Irelend. The latter expressed his sppreciation, in
these words:

"Mr. Hill, becoming the menager and afterwerd the president df the road,

cooperated in every possible way, affording rere privileges of transportation to

£
the incoming settlers and especially faoilﬁfting the scquisition of lands in favor

of his settlers. This latter faver was perticulerly velueble in the colony of
Graceville, where the indemnity lands of the road were put at the disposal of the
Bishop et very low rates and these rates were guerenteed to remain the same up to

the time when full title could be soquired. * #* = The settlers, meanwhile, paid

27. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin:Llife of Jeames'J. Hill, Doubleday, Page & Co., Garden City,
New York, 1917, Vol. 1, pp 158-559,
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no texes, and finally purchased their lends for & small price, although these had
28
increased in velue meantime more than fivefold."

Thus the lives of two men, cast though they were. in widely different
eallings, hed converged in the chenncls of empire buildings For the churchnen,
the road wes to lead streight to the erchbishopric; for the promoter, it would
lead, by successive steps, to netion-wide feme and affluence * * * * a career
"more wonderful then an Arabian Nights ltiiy."

At this pericd of his asocendancy it was said of James J. Hill that "until
he made the bond purchases of 2 worse than benkrupt system that startled his esso=
cistes end revesled him either a lunetic or & genius, he had not moved his business
office or the center of his sctive life 500 feet from the spot on the Mississippi
levee in St, Paul where he first found employment end set himself to work with :owill."

From menial employment to & position which earned for Hill the sobriquet of
"Empire Builder," and made his neme & household word in St. Paul, was an accomplish-
ment even in the days before the lest frontier wes gone. As clerk for J. W. Bass &
Company, sgents for a line of Migsissippi River stesmboats operated by the Duluth
& St. Paul Packet Company, his life was uneventful. In those days a shipping clerk
was not the specialized employee he is today. Hill's work consisted of keeping
track of the werehouse stock, of receiving incoming end outgoing freight, of
making out waybills, and of possessing enough salesmenship to solicit orders for
his firm.

In one of his early letters to a youthful friend in Rockwood, Illinois,

Hill reveals that he had "several irons in the fire."” He wrote: "I did intend

to go to Canada this winter, but it is such a long winter trip 1 thought I should

28, Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, The Life of Jemes J. Hill, Doubleday, rage & Co., Gerden
City. Be Yay 1917. Vol. 1. Pe 207 .

29, Wildman, “dwin, Femous leaders of Industry, 2nd series, The Page Co., publishers,
Bogton, 1921, p. 163,

30, Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, "The Life of James J. Hill," D-ubleday, Fage & Cos,
Garden City, New York, 1917, Vol. 1, p. 31.




ST, PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER X Page 40

defer it until summer * * * if all goes well es I expect. Cept. W. F. Davidson
wrote me from Cincinnati ebout going with him as first clerk on the side-wheel

packet Frank Steele, & new boat about the size of the War Hagle » « » I think I

shall go with him, If not, I have two offers for the coming season on the levee,
besides my present b::th."

The "berth” to which reference is made was the grocery esteblishment of
Borup=Chemplin. And in the seme letter Mr, Hill tells of a physicel encounter inm

which he took part = in these cheracteristic words: "On the tenth of HNovember last

1 was returning from the Winslow House with Charley Coffin, Clerk of the Var Eagle,

about eleven o'clock, and when we were coming down Fourth Street, passing one of
those rum holes, two Irishmen (red mouths) ceme out and, following us, asked if
we could not go beck and teke a drink. Charley said 'no,' end we were pessing on
when twe more met us who, along with the other two, insisted that they meant no
herm and that we should go in end drink. ‘I told them thet I did not drink and
that, generally speeking, I knew what I was sbout. We attempted to go om, but
they tried to have us go back, so I hauled off and planted one, two in Paddie's
grub grinder, snd knocked him off the sidewalk sbout eight feet. The remeinder
pitched in and Cherley got his arm cut open and I got a button hole through my
left side right below the ribs. The city police came to the noise, and arrested
three of them on the spot and the other next day. They turned out to be Chiengo
Ster Cleaners, e n;me given to midnight ruffisns. I was not compelled to keep to
my bed, but it was some months before I quite recovered from the effects of the

32
cut,”

To persons femiliar only with the business life of Jemes J. Hill, the

fact that he devoted leisure time to one of the fine arts mey occasion surprise,

yet Eill liked peinting; to work with water colors was his fevorite diversion.

31, Fyle, Joseph Gllpin, The Life of Jemes J. Hill, Doubledey, Page & Co.,
Garden City, N, Y., 1917, Vol 1, pe. 85

32. Fvle, Joseph Gilpin, The lLife of Jemes J« Hill, Doubledey, Page & Co.,
Carden City, New York, 1917, Vol. 1; Ds 66
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The biogrepher, who was e close friend of his, has testified, also, to his wide
reading, unceasing study, end his remarkeble, retentive memory. "Two fundemental
end lasting treits,” he wrote, "were kindness of heart and love of reading and
stigy.“

This biographer.cites several exemples, emong them the following: On one
occesion an acquaintance at a hotel contracted typhoid fever. As no one would sit
up with the sick youth, Hill did so. He gave the sick man $50 and said he could
pey it back when he recovaizd."

Mr. Hill used to tell this story on himself: "I remember when we used
oocasionelly to rum a bost up to St. Anthony, or more properly I might say Minnea-

.polis, beceuse the werehouse was on the Minneapolis side of the river. The pilot

>
wouldn't steer the boat ebove Mendote, end, nfving no license and a good deal of

e
confidence in myself, - I was younger thyn = I used to steer the boat. I was

pilot, end I came very near on one occasion to leaving the steamer Itasce on &
pile of rocks up below Cheever's bar. We only broke about 30 timbers. The wind

was blowing and we just hed to jump her, and we didn't leeve her on the rocks;
35
but when we got her down to St. Paul she was sbout half full of water."

Though blindness in one eye prevented Mr, Hill from serving in the Civil

Har (he was e member of the "Fioneer Guard,".s loeal orgenization, end with

ch—‘ OJ/
E, Y. Shelly hed elso orgenized ﬁdﬁ pany), that handicap failed to impede his

upward climb. In fact, es & contemporary seid of him: #ith his one sye,
36
Jim Hill can see farther into the future then most men osn with two! ™
In a big wey the St. Paul & Pacific Reilroad was & springboard, and from

it Jim Hill, et first its humble agent, received an impetus destined to lead to

e

8. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, "The Life of Jemes J. Bill.'-ﬁoubloday. ?hge & Co,.,
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fame and fortune, for, thereafter from year to year, his neme grew brighter and
brighter in reilroed ennels, until %e wes master of & great transportation system.

Mr. Hill's marriege occurred Aug, 19, 1867 - to & humble soqueintence of
his strugegling days, friendship heving ripened into love. Joseph Gilpin Pyle
gives this word picture of the rising financier et this period:

"He was known as & shrewd, cereful, competent, trustworthy, end endlessly
energetic man," which words characterized him through life. "He soon attracted the
notice of the local papers by his business ecumen . . . " One reads from the seme
work. "During all these years Hill hed in mind the sequisition of & grest trens-
portation system built on the ruins of the old Bt. Peul & Pacific railrosd. Mean-
while he did not allow his various business enterprises to 12;."

The following illustration of his business sagecity is given: "He hed
salt for sale in his werehouse. One day a boat ceme in with a ecargo of this
comnmodity for sale at cut prices. He looked it over, tc be sure of its quality;
then, instead of meeting the cut, he bought the whole stock himself, got it out

58

of his way end kept his market.”

When benkrupey overtook the St. Peul & Pacifio Reilrosd in 1873, Hill

got in touch with men financially able to essist him - Norman W, Kittson,

Donald A. Smith (the Lord Strathcone), and enother men with s title, George Stephen
(Lord ¥Mount Stephen). The plen for secquiring control had its inception in 1876.

In the three years from 1873 to 1876, & mere 87 miles of railwey were all that had
been built in the whole state. The need of extensions, due to new settlement, wes
urgent. A new passenger station hed been erected in St. Psul, low lands hed been
filled in along the Mississippi river for a distence of 1,000 feet, and thus was
formed "the nuecleus of e terminal system which alone would be worth in the future

more than the whole property was then." But it was not until March 13, 1878, that

7. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, The Life of James J. Hill, Doubledey Fage & Co., sarden
City, N. Y. , 1917, VoIl. 1, p. 179,

38+ Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, The Life of James J, Hill, Doubleday, Page & Co., Garden
City, N. Y., 1917, pp 171-170
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Hill, having gained the necessary finenciel assistence, took over the road.

Thenceforward Hill's advancement was rapid. "Nothing succeeds like
success” was well illustrated in his meany business enterprises. Hill, Griggs &
Compeny's gross earnings were between §40,000 end $65,000 ennually; eecordingly,
as soon as feasibls, Hill purchased the Griggs interest, and thereafter the
Northwestern Fuel Compeny wes established. '

Control of the Northwestern Fuel Company wes, however, sold to the other
pertners, since by 1878 Hill had come to the conmelusion thet & multiplicity of
other activities, especially transportation, demanded his ettention, end we find
that "Nr, Hill venished from the fuel business except #s the expert on coal
supplies and coal vzgues."

Among the interesting documents on record in the Clerk's office of the
District Court of Kemsey County, under date of Oet. 1880, are J. J. Hill's -

naturalization pspers.

As only another illustreation of Hill's initiative, when the moment was

;ghspicious he combined the "First Division of the S5t. Peul and Pacifie Reilroad

Company = the only reil line whiech the country could yet boast, and the Red
River velley trade,” and Mr, Hill, at that stage of his career, with so many
irons in the fire, thus describes in his own words his veried activities: "My
business commencing in the summer of 1870, included the transportation of a
lerge emount of freight by teems to the Red River end the building of flat boasts
by which the freight was transported down the river. The landing or point where
the freight was delivered by the teams to the flet boats depended to a great
extent upon the stage of water. anrly in the sesson it wes up near Breckenridge,

and leter in the season it was farther down the river. The teams carried the

89, Fyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of James J., Hill, Doubleday, Page * Co., Garden City,
New York, 1917, Veol. 1, pp 18O, 1687, 188, 189, 195, 201, 233,

40. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of Jeames J. Hill, Doubledey, Fege & Co., Garden City,
New York, 1817, Vol. I, p. 08.
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freight down to whatever point could show a depth of water sufficient to' float the
loaded boat. In the summer and fall of 1870 I sent men to the upper weters of the
river to get out oak timbers and plenk for a steamboat,

"During the fall and winter of 1870-71 I built a steamboat at Fort Aber-
crombie, and it commenced to run the following spring. In the fall of 1870 I mede
several trips up end down the valley in wagons, and I spent a good part of the sum~
mer of 1871 between St. Paul and Winnipeg, attending to the tramsportetion of both
freight and passeng:is."

Thenks to Iiill's untiring energies St. Peul thus hed gained a "through
line for both passengers and freight esteblished to Vinnipeg, rumning on fixed

42
tariff schedules,” as Calvin Sehmid, euthor of Social Saga of Two Cities, states,

end eerly in 1872 the sgreement signed between Eorman W, Kittson and Eill, Griggs
& Coe., resulted in the consolideted concern = the Fed River Transportetion Line.
It wes et the time the St, Peul & Facific Reilroad filed its petition in benkrupoy

thet Hill is said to heve envisioned nothing short of a great transportetion system

- a2 rall empire built on the ruins of that roed., Long hed he had in mind that

restless dream,

But the man who wes deéestined to be known es the "Empire Builderf could
not, while active in one enterprise neglect another, and his business versatility
and close attention to deteil was emaring. "In this day of stenographers, type=-
writqga, and efficient correspondence machinery, observes Joseph G. Pyle, the
work that he did alone looks appaling. Volume after volume of letterbooks is
filled with copies of letters ell written by his owné:mnd-"

Nor did Hill negleot personal contacts. He not only visited transpor-

tation company agencies, but met customers personally so fer es possible, found

4], Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of James J. Hill, Doubleday, Poge & Ce,., Garden City,
New York, 1917, Vol. 1, py 99

42, Schmid, Calvin, Sociel Sega of Two Cities, Mpls. Council of Social Agencies,
Mplse, 1927, p. <2, )

43. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, Life of James J. Hill, Doubleday, Page & Co., Garden City,
Ne Yo, 1017, Vols 1, ps 170,
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time to act &s Secretary of the State Agricultural Asaociation, bore an sctive part
in the management of & new establishment in St. Paul, the Driving Park, and wss
keenly conversant with politi::.

Prior to 1871, the Demoorats, in one of their county conventions, hed
unenimously chosen Mr. Hill presiding officer, and in 1871 he had been & Demo=-
eratic nominee for alderman.

During Hill's struggling deays St. Paul was without a distinct residen-
tial seotion., In common with most small'towns, the business district gredually
lost its identity and one found oneself suddenly emong homes without noticing it
particulerly, and regardless of direction. Mr, Hill, in 1871, was living in en
unpretentious house-on Canada street neer Pearl, now Grove, in the "lower town"
distriect.

Edmund Rice end family were at this time neighbors of the Hills. MNiss
Virginia Rice, deughter of Edwund Rice, who is now in her eighties, sald in an
interview, Nov. 14, 1941, "Our house, too, was at Pearl aend Caneda streets, end
James J. Hill was struggling then and ecouldn't afford the paintings he could
afterwards buy, end though I was just & young girl I'll slways remember the
pictures hanging in the Hill home of that time. They were chromos, strange as
it sounds, just cheep chromos. iirs. Hill liked my folks and we liked her.

Mary Hill played with me when I was & girl, We were real chummy. The Hill home
wes not lerge and it wes very plain,"”

Quite absorbed in the subject of St. Paul in the seventies, Miss Rice

gave & little word pioture of the Rice home end environs, her reminiscences not

overlooking the Trout Brook section which had first been their "stamping grounds."
"Father was especially interested in his first property in Minnesota because of
Trout Brook. Trout Brook, of ocourse, hed real trout in it. Father had a 1ittle
fish hetchery all his own, and sometimes when Trout Brook overflowed in the

spring trout would overflow with it into the hatehery.

44, Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, The Life of James J., Hill, Doubleday, Pege & Co., Gerden City,
New York, 1917, Vol. 1, p. 160
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"some years sgo when I revisited our old homestesd in Vermont, I was
struck by the similerity of a brock there to Trout Brook in old St. Peul. A
shallow brook tumbling over stonmes, you know. It suddenly dewned on me that
fether had found sppeal in the associstion. Out family home in Vermont was at
Waitsfield, a town named for Waits of Revolutionary Wer feme - &as well known

to Vermonters as Ethen Allen end the "Green Mountein Boys."

"Our Trout Brook home in St. Paul dated back to Phalen snd his claim,

which was afterwards the Vitel Guerin property. Father, in'fect, intended at
thet time to increase his property st Trout Brook by purchesing a part of
Fhalen's land. FPhalen offered it for $400, and the price surprised father, it
was 8o low considering the size of the plece. That day Phalen wes arrested for
the murder of Hays, end father concluded that Phalen hed intended to use the
money to try to meke a getawany, Father, end nearly all the rest of the old
soettlers, believed him guilty.

"In the early deys there were no hospitals, and my mother would take
inte our home sick persons end nurse them. Mother was very kind heerted. A
professional nurse could not have been more considerate. I don't mean to leave
the impression that mother was the only one to care in this way for the siok.
Others cered for the sick, too. Since tlere were no hospitals it wes the logical
thing to do.

"Some people get confused over the relationship of the two Riece brothers.
Edmund was my father, and Henry M. wes my uncle. They b th held many offices and
that seems to add to the eonfusion. My father was a lieutenant in the Mexican
war, wes president of the Minnesota & Pacific Railroed Company, state senator, a
member of the legislature for several terms, a congressmen, and mayor of St. Paul.
Uncle Henry was a congressional delegate from Minnesota, and a U. S. senator, end
it was Uncle Henry who doneted the perk to St. Paul which beers his nsme. Besides

Rice Fark he donated many lots to churches as well as to public institutions. *
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Miss Rice still retains many letters which her father wrote while serving
in the Mexican war. In the living room of her present home hsngs a peinting of her
father. Among her relics of a historieal neture is elso & small photograph of him,
clad in the uniform of & soldier - & lieutezfnt.

As the yeers brought inereasing sbundance to Jemes J, Hill, his enlarged
income made possible a more suitable residence. Dayton's Bluff, the heights over=
looking the city from the east, which has aptly been celled one of the most beauti~
ful of St, Paul's sweeping vistas, was his first choice, but on second thought he
decided to build on the site of the original cottage on Ceanada street, because the
movement of pepulation still favored "lower town." Here he built for his incressing
femily a home which could be called, at least in those deys, "the most modern."
There he resided in 1879; until, in short, his neighbors and old friends deserted
"lower togn", for St, Anthony Hill, the "hill district," as.the western heights of

e - : M.( "z, nmavddv,.w« et Jr G dlloiainte | ol b < £ iy
St. Paul have since become known. Following the faShionable tide of himself, end
one of the most beautiful of private homes, as distinguished from the show plsces
of the country, "es Joseph Gilpin Pyle expreaszg it.

This was on Summit Avenue, femed then as now es chief thoroughfare of
the exelusive residential districts

Few fictional cheracters cen rival, in a steady rise to power and affluence,
the business career of James J. Hill., "The yesr 1872," says R. J. Dibble in his
book, Strenuous Americens,"” wes the pivotal year of Hill's life. Before, he had
been just plein 'Jim Hill,' & trustworthy, hard=-working, successful business men,

of some local importance; afterward, within the spece of thirty years, he leapt

into the position of almost absolute dictator of the economic emd politicel welfare

of the northwbgl."

48, From an interview with Virginie Rice, Nov, 14, 1941

46. Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, The Life of James J. Hill, in 2 vol., Doubleday, Page & Co.,
. Yo, 1917, Vol. 1, p. 22.

47, Dibble, E. J., Strenuous Americans, Boni & Liveright, New York, 1923, p. 261.
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Hill's success es & railroad megnate had repercussions in far off Holland.
FPeople in thet land, who knew him not at all, had resson to feel their spirits
revive not long after he geined econtrol. In this comneection, Miss M. L. Hertsough

says in her work Twin Cities As A Metropolitan Market, "One noteworthy result of

the penic of 1873, an indirect one tc be sure, was the securing by Mr, Hill and

his associetes of control of the Great Northern Kailroad. This railroad had been
struggling elong ever since 1862, when its first link, the St. Paul and Pacifie
line between St. Paul end St. Anthony wes completed. MMost of its bonds were held
in Holland; the owners had all despaired of ever recovering their momey; eand
almost the only ones interested in the road were those in control of the Northern
Pacific, whose potential rival the Grest Northern :35.“

In 1871 business conditions, for the first time since 1856, were again
approaching boom stage. FEight hundred thirty-two buildings were erected at a
total cost of $1,735,761. Real estate prices rose to high levels without dis-
couraging buyers.

Frosperity was such as to remind one pioneer "of the kiting days before
the memorable co]la;:o' of 1857, and when in September 1873 news of the Jay Cooke
crash came over the wires, oldsters began to sheke their heeds in earnest. They
remembered that the collapse of one large company was sufficient to set in motion
the economioc disaster of 1857. And their fears were well grounded, for before
the year ended another finencial panic had swept the country. While the mortality
elsewhere was as high as in 1857, St. Paul this time menaged to ride out the stomm
without suffering teo severely. By now, the back-gountry trade snd sound agricul=-
tural development had built up en economic becklog against depressions. There was
little debt and meny felt the city to be in e position to "laugh et peniecs,” to
quote J. Fletcher Wiliiams. :

48, Hertscugh, M. L., Iwin Cities As A letropolitan Market, U. of M. Press, Minneapolis,
Minn,, 1925, Part 2, p. 164.

49, Armstrong, Woses K., Barly Empirg Builders of the Great West, 8. J. Clark Pub, Co.,
Chicago, 1901, pp 364=357.
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50. Williems, J. Fletoher, A History of the City of St. Paul andf:he County of Ramsey,
Hinnesota Coll, of the M.E.5., >t. Paul, 1876 pp 440-447, Pub. by the Society.
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The importance of the Northern Pacifie in colonization work; at this time,
can hardly be overestimated; in fact it is of great ﬁistorical significance.
Chartered in 1864 to construct a line from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, the Nor=
thern Pacific was given a federal grant which, as deseribed by James B, Hedges in

Colonization of the Northern Pacific Keilroed, wes "a grant of odd sections of the

public domain within a 1limit of twenty miles on either side of the track in the

states, end forty miles in the territories, with an %%emity limit of ten miles on

either side of the primary grant, This mede a strip varying from sixty to one
hundred miles wide (depending upon whether located in e state or territory) within
which the company was granted es much of its possible maximum as wes trnfiable.”

However, no real effort had been ﬁade toward the building of the road
until Jay Cooke became identified with the Northernm Pacific in 1869. Then e Land
Committee, with Frederick Billings, chairmen, formuleted an extensive land policy.
The Land Commissioner, upon whom devolved the work of sdministering the land-grant,
was John S. Loomis. A St. Paul office, in cherge of a general egent, supplemented
the work of the Llhd Office in New York.

In Februery, 1871, Loomis submitted a deteiled plan not only for the
operation of the Land Depsrtment, but for the promotion of immigretion eand land
settiement ae well. In this plan wes embodied the essentials of the immigretion
poliey, whick covered business relstions with all reilways, steamship, snd other
transportetion agencies in Europe as wgll as America, fevorable rates for'the
forwsrding of colonists, solicitetion of support from professional end publie
men and of humene, benevolent and religious orgenizations, here and abroad, for

settlement on Northern Pacific country lunds.

1. Nedges, Jemes B., Colonization of the lorthern Fecific Reilroad, Vol. 13, No. o,
p. 311, Dec. 1926, Mississippi Valley Historical Review.
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A Bureau of Immigretion, in close affilietion with the Land Department,
under the direction of Major George Be Hibbard, was to carry into effect the work
outlined by Loomis.

As indicative of the scope of the far-resching plens, snother special
agent, Colonel Hens Mattson, in 1873 represented the N« P, in Sweden and Norway,
eloguently indueing people to emigrate to Minnesote colonies.

Inducements held out to prospective immigrants even included climate; to
the megicry of Mimnesota's salubrious air was sometimes ascribed the healing of
nearly every 1ll "that flesh is heir to,"

" The various railroads competed so keenly for carrying colonist groups,
once they were organized, that precautionsry measures were required to keep
Forthern Pacifie prgospectives from being diverted to country other than its own,

To mitigete this condition, arrangements were mede with four of the
main steemship compenies, the Cunsrd Line, the Inman, the Nationsl, and the
Allen = with the result that local agontt of the Northern Pacific were supplied
with books of tickets which, by providing through transportation to Duluth or
St. Paul, snagged colonists on the spot.

Here dn the United States, Civil War veterans, in their various orgen-
izations, were en instrumentality through which oolonizat}on proceeded advantageously.
As superintendent of Northemm FPacific immigration, Major Hibbard had charge of this
ETOUDP WOTXK.

. A medium for edvertising the Horthwest emong & great body of influential
people, this society mot only served very well, but helped in 1872 to bring about
favorable congressionsl ection,

Through this act of legislation the amount of govermment land within the
limits of reilroad grents which could be teken up by soldiers and sailors of the
Civil Var, was increased from 80 to 160 scres., For perfecting title to the land,

it also permitted service in the army or navy to be reckoned on & five~year-res-

idence peried, which new provisions effectively advenced the process of colonizink,
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The Northern Pacific spered no pains to minimize transportation costs
both as concerned prospective purchasers end actusl purchese. Although land
exploration tickets were sold at full fare, persons buying such tickets were
credited, to the extent of forty scres, if the land were bought within sixty deys
of the ticket's issusnce. The ticket includéd, also, free transportation over
the Northern Pacific for holders and families en route to settle upon land bought.

Illustrative of the volume of immigration ere these examples, over a
number of years:

Farly in 1871, e group of 245 Swedish emigrants embarked for the North-
west from Gothenburg; 64 Germen emigrents en route to Northern Pacific lands in
Minnesote, left Bremen for Baltimore, from which eity they were escorted to St,
Paul by agents of the compeny; end 60 Hollenders sailed the same year, Minnesote-
bound,

An even lerger volume of immigration ccourred during the season of 1873.
A Swedish colony of 70 families, from Liverpcol; 83 men from Cermany; 230 adults
from Sweden - Finns (who meke good settlers) from the northern part of Sweden and

Finland; enother party of 242 adults, end a large number of shildren, all Finns;

s

jégihfntive Swedes, for distribution in Minnesotas, by Colomel Mattson; 100 Mennonites,
Form-New York +o 8t. Paul, originally from Kussia; a large colony from Bohemisa;

all of which, though not a complete list, gives an idea of arrivels who waited
selection of lands in regions "tributery to the Northern Paiific."

Of the two European colonies established in Minnesots during this
period by the N. P., both of which were English, one was known es the Yeovil
Colony. Reeruited by Northern Pacific egents in Bnglend and Bootlend, it was
a religious end temperance group. Hev.: George Rogers, its leader, having purchased
a large treet from the railroed, established the town of Hawley. 4lso recruited
in the same countries wes the Furness Colony, under the leadership of DBaile

62. Hedges, James B., Colonization ol the Northern Pecific Keilrosd, Vols 13, NO. 8,
De 323=-324, Dec, 1926, Miss. FEiver Review.




ST+ PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER X Page 51 A

and Hurst. They chose & lerge emount of govermment land et Wedens, Minn. along with
63
the railroed porperty.

Simulteneously with European populetion movements was domestiec migration

from the eastern states, the New England solony of Detroit Lakes, Becker County,

Minn., for instence. Here, 100 houses were erccted and ococupiedy; 6 church societies
organiged, ell within the space of & year, the colony, in 1872, assuming the eppesr-
ence of & prosperous aettle::nt.

In Becker County, also occcupying all the reilroad end goverrment lands of
3 townships, the St. Lawrence Free Homestesd Colony of Ogdenburg, New York, which
numbered over 100 femilieas, took root.

A German colony, consisting of 400 femilies, which was orgenized in
Oakland County, ¥ichigen, snd & soldiers’ ooiony from Washington, b. Cey comprising
200 femilies, end a similer colony from Brunswick, liew Jersey, through & repre-
sentative with powers of ettorney for the location of 53 homesteads, affected
gsettlement in the Northwift.

The Fed Fiver colony, centering at Glyndon, Clay County, Minn,, for which
thirty-six townships were set aside, with land agencies provided and contrects for
sele, and colonization on e commission basis;, wes perhaps the lsrgest enterprise
of the kind during this period. L, H, Tenney, in charge of the Northwestern Land
Agency in Duluth, closed a contract with the land committee of the reilroad, whereby,
for a term of two years, he was privileged to sell, on commission, within en eres
of a dozen townships, & trect sufficiently lerge to sccommodate 2,000 femilies.

His commission was 10 per cent., and his agency was contigent on a thoroughgoing
.advertising campaign, in the conduct of which, sdvertisements, circulars, end the
likefﬁﬁgfﬁtilized. Ilis agency waes likewise conditions]l on the sale of two-fif'ths
T3, Hedges, Jemes Da, lennigg;lgg_gf the Northern Pecific Railroed, Vols 18, Noe 8,
pe B23-24, Dec. 1926, Missiseippi River Review. BT

54. ledges, Jemes B,, Colonigation of the Northern Pecific Reilroad, Vol. 13, No. 8,
p. 325. e s t—— i a——

55, Hedgg;, James B., Col&nization of the Northern Pacific Railr ad, Vol, 13, No. 3,
p. L P
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of the land and the settlement of 400 femilies within the specified two years.
In this objective he was promised the cooperstion of the lend department where=
ever drainege was necessery.

In premoting settlement, and in general colonization work of reilroads
enjoying land-grepg privileges, the commission method beceme prevalent. Unfortu-
nately for Mr. Tenmey, just when his energetiec camﬁaign promised important results,
the panie of 1873 brought en ebrupt terminetion to his efforts.

Indeed, because of the general prostrstion of business, the Northemm

Pacific itself wes in greve financial difficulties. Overtaken by bankruptey

when it resched Bismarck, on the Missouri River, the road faced bleak progpects.

Until after the reorganization of the compeny in 1875, therefore, little was
accomplished; in the state of Dakote the movement of population hed become un-
importazg.

With e view to relieving the situstion, the Dakota egent submitted a
proposition to the authorities. FHe suggested thet a reduction be made in the
price of lends, snd thet & provision governing cultivetion within a specified
time, in proportion to the aree for which & purchaser contracted (to average 20
‘to 60 per cent off the list price) be srranged. Fevorably received by the
suthorities, the plen wes immedietely scted upon.

In order to test the merits of the proposal, George W, Cass, president
of the Northern FPecific, end B, F, Cheney, a director, empowered the agent to
meke & selection for them, of eighteen sections of land. This property wes not
fer from the present site of Casselton, North Dekota. Ome-fourth of it, at least,
was to be brokem up annually for three Sucoessive years, end to be cultivated by
its owins.

Secured to operate the farm was none other than Oliver Dalrymple, & man

experienced in the management of a great Minnesota whest ferm. Enlerged by the

56. Ledges, James B., Colonization of the Yorthern Pacific Reilroad, Vol, 15, No. S,
Pe 327«

57. Hedges, James B., Co Colopization of the Northern Facifie Railroed, Vol. 13, Ro, 3,
ps 311, Dec. 1926, Miss. Valley Historical Review.
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addition of 3 sections of sdjecent land, 13,440 scres in round figures, and suc~
cessfully opereted, this property gained wide fame as the Cass~Cheney=lalrymple
farm.

hdoption of the policy formuleted and demonstrated by the reilroed,
stimuleted lend sales. COIOnization of the territory adjecent to the road in
eastern Dekota, was greatly facilitated thereby. Lands thus teken, in lerpe as
well as in small smounts, bulke& lerge in the aggregate, and led to an unprece-
dented movement of pépulation to reilrosd and govermment lends. Within s half
dozen years after the feilure of 1873, the reconditioned railrosd sold to 2,988
purchasers not less that 1,723,580 scres!

In this period the great bonanze ferms of North Dekote were built up and
attracted widespread attention. These so-called bonenga farms contributed their
share to the financial recovery of the ﬂorthern Peacific, which was, by 1879,
sufficiently merked to justify the resumption of work west of the Missouri River.

B 1880, the Lend and Immigretion departments, sgain zeslously engeged in coloni-

QEL 68
zutionA he Borthwest, looked ahead to new guideposts of empire.

For meny years & populer "short line™ of the Northern Pecific, the St.
Paul & Duluth, wes known a§ the "Skelly line." Its wood-burning engines, with
their peculisr top~heavy appeering smokestacks, were an odd contrast to the
plain, elmost streemlined locomotives which succeeded them,

George H, Daimond, of St, Peul, is said to heve been the first engineer
on the Northern Pacific to drive a “"woodburner," That he was sotuslly emong the
first few “wopd burner" engineers there cen be little doubt. Mr., Daimond was born
in Chethem, Kent, England, 1851, and came to St. Paul in 1864. He began his
railrosd life with the Northern Pecific, in 1869, wes promoted to & passenger
trein some yeers leter, and was retired on e pension in 1922, at the age of 72,

Vears.

58. Hedges, J. H. Golonization of the Northern Pacific Feilroed, Vol, 13, No. 3,
p . 328-29
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One dey, while on his return run from Duluth to St, Paul, George Daimond
hed an experience which, he declered in & recent interview, he would never forget
if he lived to be & hundred! (He is 92 years old now). Peering out his ceb window,
he suddenly saw, to his horror, his wife in the middle of the track. From her pre=
oceupied manner it was apperent that she was uneware of the close proximity of the
train. He blew a warning whistle, but still oblivious to her danger she welked on
ahead. It was, at certain periods of the year, customary for her to bring his
lunch to him, but always before she had heerd the trein approeching.

Daimond blew the whistle sgain, but without result. The distence was now
too short to apply the brakes in time to bring the train to a stand-still, and thus
evert sn unusually horrible sccident. In the coritical situation he feced he hed the
presence of mind to hurl at his wife & stick of wood from the tender, and Mrs.
Daimond turning to discover her peril, stgpped from the treck none too sgzn!

During the year 1879, in eddition to the rapidly growing Northern Pacific,

other reilroads were either being planned or already functicning, or extending

thelr lines. Among thoge prominently mentioned in the newspapers were the Duluth,

Iowa & Dskotej the Caled nia, Mississippl and Western Reilroed; the lalrosse &
Omaha; the St. Paul & Sioux City; the Burlington, Cedar Kepids & Northern, the
Great Western, end the Chicago, Milwaukee & 3t. Paul.

The Daily Globe, in its issue of Mey 1, 1879, called attention to & "neat
pemphlet issuved by the St. Paul & Sioux City reilroad, which, entitled 'Pleturesque
Minnesots,' described 'the points of note along the line of the read, Minnetonks,
White Bear, 'and other summer resorts « . « copiously illustrated, their ettrections

« ‘s » set forth excellently.”

Yrom George I. Daimond interview, VWhite Bear lLake, Oct. 18, 1941.
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Less than two months lster an important improvement to the city wes seen
in & work project nearing completion - & railwey stetion more suitable to its

growing size. Another improvement was the new management of the St, Paul & Pecifie,

with Jemes J. Hill and his pertners at the head. A third concerned elevators. As

viewed by the Daily Globe of June 23rd, "the bemefits to result te St. Paul end the
Stete from the ending of the litigetion which for years has hung like a pall over
the St. Paul & Pacific Railroad Co., and the transfer of that compeny into the hends
of & new orgenigzation, with Messrs. Stephen, Kittson, Smith end Hill at the heed

of the menegement, under the title of the 5t. Paul, Minneepolis & Manitobe Keilroad
Co., promise to be much more importent than the most sanguine have anticipated.

One result is the early completion of the union depot., Another is enlarged

elevator facilities. Another, menticned by the GLOBE a few days since, is the
immediate construction of two fire proof freight houses, 50 by 400 feet, for which
work upon the foundation is already edvenced,"

Nor was this all. The St, Paul, Minnespolis & Manitoba Co. sew the neces-
sity for & new headquarters, and acting with the new company, through Mr, D. ¥. Robbins,
purchased & lot on the cormer of Fourth and Wecouta streets on which to erect a
lerge fireproof building. This structure, architecturally and otherwise, would not
be inferior to any in the Northwest. The Dailz Globe, June 29, 1879, with mounting
enthusiasm, declared in the news=story previously referred tor ™While the manage-
ment of the St. Paul, Minnespolis & Manitobs are thus mctively engaged in building
up St. Paul, other interests are keeping pmce to the music.

"The hsndsome and imposing building being put up by the German Americen
Bank for its cwn use, on Third street between Minnesota and Robert streets, is

enclosed end is rapidly being got ready for oceupency. The four-story, brick of
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of D Schutte, corner of Fourth snd Wacoutas streets ., . . énd the three=story brick
being erected by John H. Willoughby, corner of Robert snd Fourt! streets, . + + are
equally well edvenced. Going over into Jackson street, a large force of brick layers
will be found at work upon the fine block of four stores being built by Commodore

Vm. F. Davidson. Coming up to Webashaw and Sixth streets, a busy scene will be
witnessed where the excevation is being made for a four-story brick block, of four
stores, and negotietions are pending for another structure of the same size.

"Passing up Webashaw a squere and & half . . « & riew foundation will be
observed - for two stores, three stfrien in height; end in a few deys the excavation
for the new merket hovse will be commenced. Many other improvements of equal
importsnce might be mentioned, but these are sufficient to show that St. Paul is
spreeding out and occupying the waste plsces in its limits."

St, FPaul hed spreed out in another direction, too, over the air, for in
1877 the practicability of e new invention was demonstrated in the locsal business

world. On October lst 5f that yesr, the Minneapolis Tribune serenely announced an

event of startling sipgnificance, the advent of the telephone in our sister city.
"¥r, R. H, Henkinson,®™ ran the announcement, "has accepted the agency for Bell's
speaking telephone, end hes ome of them in operstion at his office."”

Hankinson was superintendent of the Northwestern Telegraph Company. A
Tribune reporter, after deseribing the instrument in detail, wrote that it
resembled "& ciger box in sigze amd in shape, with an eer trumpet and speaking
tube not unlike the cup end ball toy," and added, "The cost of the instrument is
forty dollers a year, the parties renting to put up their own wires. It is
practicel and requires no speciel skill to use it satisfactorily. It would seem
that there must be a demand for them in the city."

Obviously there was & demand, even at the rates esked. Exactly &

month leter, the Deily Dispatch reported thet the §t. Paul Harvester Works

Company was "opersting the new discovery," end supplemented this statement with




ST. PAUL, THE CITY CHAPTER X Page 57

the informetion thet the company guaranteed them "for a thirty mile stretch,
although they have been operated for a distance of three hundred with success."

A New York newspaper, according to the Stillwater Gazette, in November,

1877, stated that there were over 3,000 in use in the Manhattan eres, "the aversge
: : 60
rental being $10 per annum, whereas the actual cost is only about one dollar.,"

On Febs. 6, & year later, the Stillwater Gagette commented, "The expense

of telephones is not great = that is to the manufecturer - but it seems thet
parties heving eontrol of them sbsolutely refuse to sell them et eny price, but
kindly eonsent to rent them at 50 & year = & sum said to be several times in
excess of their entire cost. But for this outrageous monopoly telephones would
soon come into general use.”

A humorous incident in connection with the new telephones appeared in

the St. Peul Daily Globe, Feb. 17, 1877: "Telephones are very comvenient, but

you should be sure you know who you are talking to through them, A Minneapolitan

who hes his office and residence thus conrected stepped out & few moments the

other day, leeving an intimete friend in the office. The electric bell of the

telephone reng, and the friend, stepping to the tube, gave & laconie reply, end

scon & volume of family secrets weas journeying into his ear that would hav§

ceused any except & married men to beat & hasty retreat. As the perties were on

intimate terms, however, the joke is & good one, end both prefer hereaffer to

couverse by telephone entirely, or at least until the first conversation hes

been forgotten."

desnew-cause-for pleasant-exeitement;-in the improving picture of St, -

“ P I TETO Wt e rolind Thoa spec jsl telegrem wostiu@iobed® Ot I35, from
L dentresl] which announced an 'ﬁ!!’-l'tﬁﬁf:-rai;poad" “between Montrealjsnd St, Paul.
—~GEFSHP IV 1ts adwocusV were the Montresl prese-emd-borrd-uf-trude, "THa Foverment

60. Stillweter Gazette, Stillwater, Minn,, Nov. 28, 1677,
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torie; Yowever, thé Joke—ts a pood Oné; ind BoW Frefer hereafter-io converse by
tedophdhe entirely, or st-lest until the £iFet conversstion hss been forrottem™
A new cause for pleasant exeitement, in the improving ploture of 8t. Paul
in 1879, wes to be found in a special telegram to the Globe, Oct. 13, from
Montreal, which announced an "aireline reilroed” between Montreal end St, Peul.
Strong in its sdvocacy were the Montreal press and board of trede, end govermment
eid was asserted pledged. In e report based on official dete, issued by the
boerd of treade, it was shown "thet the actual saving of distance by the new route
over that vie Chicaegon, was two hundred end sixty-two miles, with the further

shortening -f twenty miles by a link to connect Aylmer with Portage Du Fort."

That by fall the prospects for s Union depot worthy the neme, was a

chief topie of conversation. "The metter of the Union depot for the sccommodation
of meny railroads heving their initiesl or terminsl poimts in St. Paul," so stated
the g&zgg, on November 9th, "has long been & cherished idea with our eitizens.
The idea has also found favor with the differemnt reilrosd companies, and snnually
for years past it has been brought prominently before the public and its advantaves
and disadvanteges discussed by the business men, the city fathers end the railroed
men,"

The excuse for the failure of any reilroed company to furnish such
accommodations during the long discussional period, was attributed to the belief
thet, since & comparetively "small extent of territory within the central portion
of the eity suitable for railroed purposes necessitated consolidetion and con=-
centration by the seversl compsnies . « + that extensive improvements by eny
single compeny * #* % would have to be sbandoned in a short time,"

Another cause for delay was attributable to the panie: o '73, from which
the nation, while recuperating, hed not, by sny meeans wholly recovered, which, at

least to some extent, affected local conditions, JAnother reterding cause was the

grasshopper plegues from which railroads as well as farmers had severely suffered.
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In the face of these conditions ell improvements, except those of actual necessity,
had been postponed indefinitely.

However, "in the meantime," as the GLOBE of November $th reminded its
readers, "hard times Hast, end cheap productive lends in Minnesote, started a
large immigration hitherward. . This made increesed business for the railrosds.
Then followed seesons of good orops in the Northwest, especially in Minnesots, with
erop fallures in Europe, and the genersl business boom of the present. With this
prosperity naturally ceme & renewal of the Union depot agitation."

The work, and plans, of empire builders greet and smell, continued apece.

All contributed to a supreme result which wis<clesarly to be attained. In & St,

Paul special of Nov. 16th, from the ¥Winnipeg Times, we read, &s reported in the

GLOBEs

"Mr, Dorald A, Smith, M, F., ¥r, George Stephen, and a nuiiber of prominent
railway men ere here, amongst whom Mr, J. J. Hill is most ectively engaged, He
would seem to be & sort of germinating element of the genersl railwey scheme, and
he is persistently engaged in welding together a Yankee-Canadian combination,
internationsl in its individuality end irresistible in its money power, thet shall
force the rails of the St¢ Paul, Mimneapolis end Manitoba reilway to the Athebesce
end Peace rivers » & #

Before that autumn c¢losed, such items es the following were of frequent
occurrence in the presst

"The ecmpletion of the Blue Earth Velley Railroad was celebrated at
Menksto on Tuesday. There ware five hundred people present from Blue Earth City,
who were hendsomely entertained with fessting and eloquent speech sccompaniments," ¢
the Mirneapolis Tribune r eported the matter on Nov, 26, 1879,

In the Stillwater Gezette, Dece 10th, " = A company of eight men, under
instructions from the 5t, Paul & Milwaukee company, is engeged in mekinfe survey

of the route for the contempleted road between Hastings and Stillwater."
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The Minneapolis Tribune of the same dete arnounced, "The Fergus Fells

division of the St. Paul, Minneapolls & Manitoba Reilroasd ies finished, and Gov.
Pillsbury hes been notified thet it is ready for his inspection previous to its
soéceptance by the state. Fergus Falls proposes to heve & grand jemboree over the
event, but the date of the celebration has not been settled."”

Interesting for its own sake as well es in reflecting conditions, wes
the description of & trip "Way Up North; from St. Paul to the boundary line,"” as
described in the Daily Globe of Dec. 12th, from which is taken the excerpts below:
" » » s 5t, Vincent, Dec, 6. From 9%, Paul to this point vie the 5t, Paul and
Manitoba reailroed, the distence is estimeted at sbout 418 miles, * » +# L day's
trevel on the 8t. Faul & Manitoba road is oslculated to impress the most super-
ficiel observer with a full sense of the importsnce it hes already assumed * = *

"Almost every train leeving 5t. Faul on this roed is densely pecked with
pessengers, and the gain is continued until efter Willmer, and Morrie are passed.
* % % Al]l elong the line up to Crookston end even to the terminus at thig point,
there are ebundant evidences of prosperity, both of road and of settlers - all
going to show that times ere good and business booming. A change, indeed, hes come
since the grasshopper days when dullness and despondency ruled and hardy settlers,
panic=stricken and utterly demoralized, had no other thoughts than how they could
escape the inhospitable region * » #*. From that picture to the one now to be
scen, the transformation is complete and thorough. The results of pluck, perse=
versnce and hopefulness are manifest on every hand = * = "

Small guage reilways supplemented the picture &t the start of the eighties,
and large-scele operations continwed unebated. Empire builders possessed of vision

found it not too difficult to predict wonderful things te come,

But all of this Jg® had been predicted before. FEven in 1874 when the

S5t. Paul Cleering House, first officiel assocliation of bankers in Mimnesota, wes
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esteblished, the chamber of commerce assured bank depositors, in its annual report:
"The penic . « « and the following yeers of depression forced out of existence all
the benks of doubtful eredit then doing business in their 0ity . s o " That wes

the rosy side, as represented also, in the Jubilee edition of Commercial West when,

June 10, 1939, that orgen of the Minnesota Bankers' Associstion took & glance
61 '
backward.

The chamber of commerce further stated that St, Paul hsd "become the
locale of pioneer big banking," end supported the assertion with these figures:
Summery of business for 1874:
Average delly depostis 92,673,341

Aversge dally loans end discounts 3,121,679
Amount of exchange sold 22,678,142

Bank Deposits

. 21,417,921
. 2,873,411

26 S

1888 ¢ s s 16,637,686

A8TH 5 « e s 422,678,000

As the panic of 1873 receded and beceme history, it swept with it into the
pest the one=time dominance of the pioneer femilies. Commending the river, ornste
turretted residences rose in a haughty row along Summit avenue, homes of the mer=
chant princes who had come into unchallenged finencisl end socisl rulefship. St.
Feul had ouidfrawn the intimacy of the old days. Neighbors guarreled or dfifted
apart, business competition and petty rivalries split the community, so recemtly a
social entity, into cliques. 'And this new ere, ruthless and at the seme time

genteel, found in Jemes J. Hill its perfect symbol,

The demand for & railroad to the Pecifie, end land grants for other lines,

had comprised the first objeet for ‘/;'nsideration, but "a second was the evolution

of egriculturel outlook that beheld the passing of the simple farmer, and thet saw,
62
rising to chenge his tasks, the various eids of science end machinery,"

61, Commercial West, Jubilee Bdition, Chamber of Commerce, dune 10, 1030,
62. Paxton, Frederick L., History of the Americen Frontier, Houghton Mifflin Co.,
Boston, p. 478.
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The reaping machine evolved by inventor McCormick snd exhibited at the
World's Fair in London, had “demonstrated before ¢ hostile audiernce,” we ere told,
"thet in egriocultural machines the U. 5. could lesd the world. 4 third was the
swelling demand of the free=soil west, repesting the old formula thet it was an
outrage to charge the pioneer for the farm that he created and insisted thet the
Us 54 grant him a homestgfd."

During the eerly seventies new problems presented themselves. "Chenging

"

conditions,” wrote Theodore Christienson, "begen to forece diversification in

agricuxgﬁbe.' Comparing the everage whest yleld for the State in 1860, with that

of 187i%22 bushels per acre, as sgeinst "a little more than 12" « it was "already

becoming epperent,” Mr. Christianson states, "thet the virgin soil of Minnesota,
once believed to be inexhesustible, could be impoverished by one=crop agricultugzn'
The State Agricultural Soeiety, with aé?iliaries in virtually all the
counties, held in the seventies no less than 37 fairs. Although fruit ferming
wes in its infancy, the Mimnesote spple crop in 1871 reached 30,000 bushels, as
approximated, "but that vear nearly & million apple trees were p1a§§ed.“
In some of the older communities a few tillers of the s0il were demon=
strating that profits ocould still be realized from whest ferming, even in the
face of declining prices anmd lower ylelds. At Cottege Grove, & few miles southe
esst of St. Paul, e fermer, Oliver Dalrymple conceived the idea of mass-production
sgriculture. Here, on 3,000 acres, he applied to farming the technique of ine
dustriel orgenization and equipment. In 1867 he reised his first big crop of
wheat - more than 35,000 bushels. The following year his farms produced
39,000 bushels.
This was the so called "bonansa farming” of the seventles. Although
gopied by others the Dalrym
63. Paxton, Frederick L., History of the
Boston, p. 471
64. 32;fs§ia:foggafheadore, §352253£5, Chicego, 1935, Ameriocan History Soclety,

66+ Christianson, Theodore, Mimnesots, Chicego, 1935, Americen History Society,
Vol. 1' Pe 458,
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holdings were operated in the fertile Red River Valley, left no permenent impress.
Norwithstanding the fact thet it wﬁs widely publicized, thousands of pleces of
literature on the fertility of the walley Having been disseminated, and much
oratory projected by railroed officials end immigretion agents, "bonsnza ferming,
like bonanze mining eventually 'played out,' to quote Theodore Chrisiganaon. "as
& result of changes in various physical and economic conditions," but while it was
profiteble it seized the imeginetion of the people of the country and created

interest in Minnesote and the Northwest.

i L~
Of more enduring quality then "bonenza farming" was the "Grnagéi" or

Patrons of lusbendry movement. Extending membership to both men and women, and
offering opportunities for sociel intercourse and intellectusl sdvencement, it
was organiged on the principles of a secret fraternal society.

In the founding of the Grange ell of Oliver H, Kelley's six essociates
were govermment clerks in Weshington, with the exception of one, 4 national
grenge was provided for in the const;tutlon, e8 well as locel end state granges,
the netionel and stete being delegete bodies. County greanges were to come later.

Prompted by the agricultural depression of the seventies, farmers, in
great numbers, joined the Grange; in fact assumed control of the naticnal
essociation, Most of the granges were located in the middle west #nd the south.
Their growth was extracrdinery; from early in 1873 to the autumn of 1874 mem-
bership in lgcel granges leeped from 3,360 to 20,365.

"The Grange," states one authority, "geve its name to and beceme a sijg=
nificent fector in the granger movement = the first stege of the egricultursl]
uprising of the seventies ageinst the new industrislism which threatened pioneer
democchy." | |

The seme source further seys: "Confronted with declining prices for
their products, the farmers of the west end south sought through the grange and
other sgencies to reduce transportation costs and to eliminate middlemen . . .
66. Christianson, Theodore, Mimnesots, Chicego, 1985, Americen Historical Saciety,

Vol. 1, p. 460,

67. Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, New York, 1932, The Maomillen Co., Vol. 7,
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Many fermers believed thet the remedy for their ills was to be sought in political
action; but lecking orgenization and accustomed to divide their votes on bygone
issues, they found themselves without political influence. The Grange wes nomi-
nally non-political, but it served as & medium of organizetion end discussion and
paved the way for the rise of independent, anti-monopoly or farmers' parties in
eleven western states, some of which won viectories through fusion with the minority
pn?ty. The principal result of this political upheaval was the passage of acts
reguleting reilrosd retes in Illinois, Minnesota, and lgia."

For the purpose of eliminating middlemen, purchesing agencies and coopera=
tive stores were established, but they did not last for more than several years
though they did m larpe business during their existence.

To some the gremger progrem was regarded as rndicel.yeven visionary;
however, not s feéw of the measures which it advocated bore fruit, mmong which
mey be mentioned income taxes, railroad reguletion, enti-trust legisletion, the
populer election of United States senators. The parcel post system, enother of

its blessings, hes since been instituted,

In summerizing, the Eneyclopaedia of Social Sciences, concludes:

"Woreover, it established the idea that the fermers could advance their interests
by orgenization, and the Farmers®' Alliance, which spresd through the west and the
south in the eighties, was modeled to a large extent upon the Grange."

When it is recalled thet et the close of the CivilWar the Republican,
or Union party, was dominant in all the northwest stetes and, that before 1870,
public control of the reilroads or regulation was unheérd of. and, also, when
it beceme apparent that the regulating influence of competition during that
period of repid rellway expansion could be readily nullified by zomsolidstions

and understendings, serious evils thereby resulting, especially to the farmers,

it is not surprising tpe Grange movement spread like wildfire and was of such

£

phenomenal growth.

68, Encyclopaedis of the Sociel Sciences, New York, 1932: The Macmillan Company,
Vol. 7. PP 160=61. i AL
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Then, too, conservative men or professional politicians of the two major
politiocel parties were neturally not disposed to favor what they regerded as new
and radicel issues; consequently it was difficult to get before the publie, without
the formetion of e third party, measures the farmers considered importarnt. In the
words of Bryce, "professional politicians ., . « find it to their interests to keep
in the foreground the old familiar questions on which parties have divided in the
past, and thus draw swey attention from near issues which are likely to disrupt
party 11ﬁ2-.”

Whén the influence of the grange became so pronounced that & majority of
its membership felt that only through the formation of & new political perty could
its program be realized, Ignatius Domnelly was regerded as the man to lead it,

Wholeheartedly Donnelly assumed the responsibility. In addition to editing the

paper, the Anti-ionopolist, he used his remarkable eloquence tc induece fermers

and eoity laborers to join the movement: That further reilroad reguletion and

other reforms were imperative no one ‘realized better than he.

The Anti-Monopolist party wes short-lived, but es Blegen says in
70
Building Minnesota, it "stirred up mugh interest." Due to this interest, in no

small meesure, the way wes paved for agrarisn sctivities to occme later = the
Non Partisen lLeepgue and the Farmer Labor movemenuts.

The first lew to regulate railroads was ensoted when Horsce Austin, who
succeeded William R. Marshall as governor, wes in office, and the second rallroad
regulation sct, that of 1874, during the governorship of Cushmen K. Davis distine
guished St. Paul attorney)who followed Marshall. Davis, in & mesterly speech;
"Modern Feudalism," which ho‘delivered before many eudiences, had appeasled
strongly to farmers and their support had won for him the nominetion over his
fellow Republicen opponent, William D, Washburn, the Minneapolis miller - and by

70. Blegen, Theodore C., Duilding Minnesota, D. C. Heath & Co., Publishers;
Boston, New York and Tondon, 1088, Pe 298, '

*69 Bryce, Rt. Hon, Jemes, The Americen Commonwealth, Mecmillan £o., Publishers,
New York, (2 Vol.) Vol. 2, ps 08, 1801,
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e single vote! With the fermers' support he subsequently defeated the joint
cendidate of the Anti-Monopoly end Democret perties, Asa Barton.

However, although the legislation es passed was the kind fevored by the
grenge, it feiled in prsctice to live up to their expectations, anmd ¢ould only be
said to be & "step toward effective regulation in the public interest,” as
Dr. Blegen typified it.

Prior to this time, Ignatius Donnely hed reached his zenith politically,
but thet zenith had fallen far short of the merk which his adherents had set for
him. #t first s Republican, he wes elected lieutenant governor, and later went to
Congress, during Civil war days, efter which, returning to Minnesote, he became
& member of the state legislature, serving severel terms., Thenceforth 2 national
leader of the Fermers' Alliance, and of the Populist perty, his voting strength
diminished, and except as a champion of lost causes, his loyelty to which was a
characteristie, he got nowhere in particular. In the years to come, however, the
literary work of this versetile genius was to ceuse a semsation and to further
obscure the fame of the politician and lewyer.

ke
Howerd Kehn Sfaul Light}ﬁ Pioneer Press columnist of "So What,") gives &

highly intereating eclose-up of Ignatius Domnelly, in his column, June 15, 1942,
He is looking et Donzelly through the eyes of an early St. Peul newspaper man,

Williem Wellington Wack, whom he cheracterizes as "our leeding man-about-town

= popular, colorful, ubiquitous.” Mr. Back, who is credited by "Who's Vho,"

with heving founded the well-known megezine, "Field end Streem,” in a tribute

penned to Donnelly, & contemporary, presents Donmelly as "a gentlemen of

delightful pugnacities who became the intellectual irritent of every boy in the

Northwest."
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Mr. Kahn quotes Arthur B. White as saying that Weck, still elive, is now
living in Californie, where he plans to open & law office. FReferring egein to
the tribute, Mr. Wack wrote: "As & news item Donnelly excelled all other Northe
west personelities. Oretor, author, statesman, farmer, chempion of the rights of
the people, end a terror to rings, trusts, snobs and plutocrats, he was the
peerless controversialist of his time."

ir, Kehn, for meny years managing editor of the St. Paul Daily News,

and before and since on the staff of the Dispatch end Pioneer Press, remarks:
"I am gled my probing into the life of Williem Wellington Weck led me to
Ignatius Donnelly. For Minnesota hes produced no more interesting character."”
On this point there cen be no dissenters,
At the stete Democratic convention of 1873 the Anti-Monopoly nominees
were endorsed, but luckily for the Republicans, reilroad legislation was

advoceted by their governor. However, the Republican majority in the guber-

natorial election suffered a sharp reduction, and the Democrats on their

Anti=lonopoly platform elected a secretary of state and treasurer.

Since one of the chief grievances of the farmer was over excessive
freight rates, he voted comsistently for the third party in the legislative
election of 1874, and actually sew & Granger railroed bill enscted into law,
His exultation, however, was brief; the lew was repealed,

“Insidious discrimnetions in rates,” declered en analys:, "were made
between shippers and between places,” and these were among the evils affecting
large groups of people; evils so injurious thet it was feared they could not
be checked seve by state interposition. A fair return for his labor, which
excessive freight rates preventfd, end which the dominent Republicen party did
not, in their judgment fev;}:l;;h;S?the fermers no little and tended to confimm
their belief that only through the third party could their best interests be
serZid.

71, Buck, Solom J. 'Independent Political Parties in the West, in Essays in
American History, Henry Holt & Co., New York, 1910, p.
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On June 22, 1870, when the patrons were called to order by Truman M. Smith
for their third annuel session, the general report admitted that the wheet orop was
"in a precarious condition, owing to the excessive heet end dry weether. Nor more
than half a orop could be enticipeted,”

Every part of the State was represented in the attendance at this meeting,
with masters from subordinate grenges in larger numbers than hed been expected.
Among the subjects discussed was the matter of cooperative stores, and a resolution
was introduced recommending their esteblishment.

The secretery's report revealed the fect that the number of subordinate
grenges in Minnesote exceeded 60, and of these 42 were fully represented. The
Patrons of Husbandry, eerly in their existence, had declared when snnouncing the
celebration of Independence Day: "For the first time, the laboring, the producing
class, the hnra working agrioulturists, hold 'Fesst, Fair and Festival' in St, Paul
* % % in their lerge end besutiful Hell over the Merket., * » '« Without regerd
to expense tho Qrange hes secured Seibert's full string band day end evening, that

all portions o{ exeroiuea may be exhilerated by the best musie in the entire
horth:zst."

Several months later the North Star Grange of the Patrons were addressed
by Wm. A, Bentley, Special Deputy for the State, and by Judge Underwood, "upon the
practical importence of the workings of the orgenization - to producers, and of the

social snd morel influence upon society and the consequent responsibility of the

Grange in carrying out their principles in purity, After initietion, banquet, and

business the Grenge closed its session, to meet agein the first Saturdey in Decem=
ber, The patrons sre fest becoming @& power in the lend, and that for good,"

The dairy industry grew with sueh repidity that 1876 saw in operation 49
cheese fectories in Minnesota and & real beginning in commercial production of
ereamery butter, which sctivitles resulted in the formation of the State Dairymen's

Associstion two years lntzg.

7Z. 5t, Feul Deily Pioneer, June 28, 1070
73. Andrews, Oeneral C. C,, History of 8§t, Paul, Mimnn., DU, Meson & Co., Fublishers,
Syracuse, Ne. Y., 18°O Ps SUB.
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On Februery 14, 1870, the Famsey County Medical Society was orgenized by eleven

of the most prominent doctors in the county, and prospered for a short time. But

interest declined, end some internal dissension arose, causing disintegration of the
Soclety in 1876. Only three years later, it was reorganized, and has since enjoyed
an uninterrupted cereer of usefulness.

In 1870, alsc, the 8t, Faul School for Medicel Instruction was hopefully launched,
to provide students with preperetory medieal education. Although it did net compete
with stendard colleges, the school feiled to receive financisl support and, in 1878,
in response to an ettractive offer from eitiszens of Minneapolis, it wes transferred
to that ecity.

Among the old gettlers whodled during this decede, not previously chronicled,
were William Baumette, January Sth, 1871, at Little Caneda; on March 20th, the same
year, Pierre Gervais, & resident from 1888 to 18453 Rodney Parker, the pioneer hotel
proprietor, in 1873; on Mey 10, 1874, Captein Louis Robert, the interesting old
river pilot; on Masreh 30th, 1875, David Guerin, son of Vital, one of the first white
ohildren born inthe eity; end on July 14} 1879, Col, Girart Hewitt, whose ectivities
in the legal profession and real estate business had not demanded no'much of his time
as to exclude much public-spirited service. :

Persons of prominence, lmgm%;ul. ‘won in the state election of
1872, Edmund Rice beceme senator, John B, Olivier, suditor, Hs B, Brill, probate
Jjudge, and eleoted tc the house of representatives were J. K. Rogers, Hubert K,
Miller, George Benz, Henry #, Castle end H. Ju Brainerd., MNr. Olivier, however,
resigned end was subsequently elected sbstrect clerk, S. Lee Davis succeeding him es
auditof. Frank Robert, Jr., the veteran chief deputy in the sheriff's office, whose
1ife spens thet day end this, wes at that time heed clerk for Mr. Olivier.

Again in 1875, during & state election, Frank Kobert, Jr. became chief olerk,

when Oscar Stephenson wes chosen judge of probete. In this state eleotion, the
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total vote cest by the city wes a mere 5,017, and as before familiar nemes prevailed
= Auditor, S, Lee Davis; senetor - Williem Pitt Murray; county commissioners; William
Lee end E. S. Balisdell; representatives - H. Willer, George Benz, F. R, Deleno,
Lorengo Hoyt and William Crooks,

Mention of Williem Crooks stirs with memory of the first logomotive in St. Peul.
Driving this femous "wood burner" in 1880, Cherles Deering (eccording to a vetersn
Gs Ne reilroad man, Edwerd Rawson Emer::n) if not its first engineer, was, in point
of time, assuredly within heiling distance of that individual. Later, John J. Maher

was enginecer, and J, C, Morrison fireman, as attested by the official records of the

Great Northern Reilromd. Al Smith, the man who repeired the Williem Crooks, after

the roundhouse fire in 1868, is said to heve operated the engine at an early date.

As to who mctuelly was the first engineer on this locomotive, it isn't at all clear.
John J. Maher who had the distinetion of‘piloting the famous engine to the

liew York World's fair in 1939 and before thet to the centennial celebration of the

Baltimore & Ohio failﬂn}ABkltimore. stated in & recent interview that he conld

recall a number of engineers who had run the Tilliem Crooks = in ite palmy days -

Johnny Kilbene, afterwards J. J. [111's special engineer, "Hod" Emerson, father of
George Fmerson; superintendent, Tom Cevenaugh, Cherles Deering, for whom Mr, Maher
"fired" in 1881, end Feter Olson. Of these all are deed, Mr. Maher says, except
Feter OUlson, who is now a resident of lLos Angele:?

The designers snd constructors of the little engine, Smith end Jeckson, of

Fatterson, N, J., built it in 1661, and the following year it took to the reils

and became & Civil Wer train, pulling e modest two sosches,

o/
The length of the "1lliam Crooks wes but 51 feet, its ybight 3,600 pounds.

Its top speed was 38 miles en hour, although in the booklet entitled, "The Auto-

blogra of an Engine," published by the Oreat Northern Reilwe » the locomotive
grap £ Y >4

remarkss "Onece, when I was in oherge of Figineer Pete Olson we mede ten miles in

74, From en Bdwerd hewson Imerson interview, Hotel Angus, °t. Faul, July 2, 194z,
76. From 8 John J, Maher interview, 1629 Faimmount Ave., 5t. Faul, July 8, 1543
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seven mimutes.” This seme publiostion fecetiously describes its odd ™belloocn™
smokestack, sn imverted bell shwpe type, ®s follows: "Our hesdgesr was very stylish
for that dey, lsrge snd top-heavy sud they would seen very strsnge mow, ss dowdtless
mine does: sume of us, o, were fairly resplesdert in rouge smi yellow trimmings.”
Pertaps 20 weather conditions, even evmsidering rigorouws winbers of the past,
for & three-days" durstionm, eswsed the death of 70 persoms snd more tham 300 hesd of

livestoek. Its ummsval intemsity csuwsed Gowerror Austim to issuve & special report.
Indeed, the preceding wimter, which arrived esrly, was also notsble for its severity,

a feel shortage intemsifying the cold waves.
Tobo@m-lnmgmlm.rormotiho-.mﬂhcaon-

solidation of 1876, of the St. Psml Piomeer Press ami the Wimmespolis Trilume. But

this jourmalistic wedding between "Paul" spd "Mimnie™ wes mot %o endure until
“desth do us part." BEven those Twin Citisns who hoped for pleasanter relations
between the towns were not altruistic enough to suppose that it would.

In the summer of 1874, under the auspices of the St. Paul Driving Park Asso-
elation, horse races were held at the driving perk. Nemes of thoroughbreds
recalled by vurfan of Wat dey, srs Say Bring, Bay Charlte, Bi1ly Berden, Grey
8teel, 8t Croix, and Star of the West.

Eventa prompting specisl rejoicing on the pert of the citizenry were not rere
during the seventies. Abolishment of toils on the St, Paul bridge, 2s a result
of the amnexation of West St. Paul, in 1874, was a source of gratification. In 1876
8¢, Paul, and the whole state, celebrated the centennial of July 4th. Ome of the
prineipel reunions during 1877, was s banguet on September 6th by the Army of the
Termessee, which took place at the Metropolitan Hotel, The orstor of the oceasion
was ex-Covernor Cushmen K. Davis. Gen. U. 8, Oravt, & visitor in Seotland at the
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In chronieling the progress of a city, in this direction or that, one of the
most interesting questions which arises is usuelly in comnection with national
groups. In the case of St. Paul this is especially true. Why did the early French
Canedians fail to leave & definite impress upon the city? How about folk songs,
pietures, peintings, poems, sculptures, and the like: Did they leave none of these

behind?

v
The Minneapolis Tribune, July 6, 1879, in gaﬁ!ng an extract from the address

of a ministar of that day, Rev. S. D, Wells, in which the English and French ere
contrasted, quotes him as follows:

"One of a deputation of Indiens on a visit to Merquis du Quesne, when governor
of Cenada, desired to know from him the difference between the French and the
English, end was aptly eanswered in these words: 'Go and look at the forts which
the king of France built, and you will see that ]land beneath the walls is still &
hunting ground, he heving chosen the spot frequented by you, simply tries to serve
your needs. The Englishman, on the contrery, is no sooner in possession of land
than the game is foreed to quit, the woods are felled and the soil is uncovered.'

“The French in America were fond of roving, ond so eontented with life about
an Indian oampj/%hat they never found a home, They loved, as they paddled the
bireh bark cenves, to hear the pine foreste, west of Lake Superior, echo their
favorite chenson:

'Bach returning springtime
Brings so much that's new,
All the fickle lovers
Changing sweetheerts, too,'

"The English, however, sre utilizers, lookers shead, anxious for a foothold
end household. They erected tenneries end sawmills, and brought their wives into
the wilderness, or thought of their distant sweethearts,"”

As in 1871, when the Dai;x Press, commenting on the general trend of affeirs,

aaid: "A buoyent tone continues to be a charecteristic of our people, and with its
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78
neturel edvantages no one can doubt that a bright future is in store for St. Peul,"

so in 1879 optimism flourished,

But forecasters there were who hed sounded e warning note. Wery of too sudden
growth they sew elouds not conspieuous for silver linings, And citizens in whoge
memory still lingered spectors of the 1857 panie, fecared that the deflation of the
boom apexing 1873, would inevitably bring a recurrence of that disaster., In this
they were fortunately mistaken. Factors in and out of the oity were not to be
minimized even by the pessimistically inclined: new forces were on the march.

By 1880, St. Pnui. 88 & natural result of the influence of a strong railroad

organizetion on the city, wes made the center point in trans~continental trade routes.

ill, going faer beyond é?ilroad organigation, helped strengthen agriculture over the

northwest, even advocated diversified farming, end in various ways encouraged settle~
ments, ell of which made markets more aveileble, grestly feciliteting shipping and
trade from the west comst, Loeal businese men were not asleep, but took advantage
of opportunities to bring into reslization what hed been little more then & nebulous
dream. Wholesaling had become the dominant interest,

Thus 5t, Peul, from the vantege point of home merkets and shining vistes
beyond state bounddries, hed a right to look forward, could not be static, and

what 5t. Peul saw was not a mirage but rainbows of continued promige.

78+ Daily Fress, Nov. 5, 1871.
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Phenomenal as were population gains in St. Paul prior to
the eighties, nobody could have guessed how those figzures were to jump during
that decade. The federal census of 1880 revealed little of a nature to indicate
rapid growth--a mere 41,498. However, during the eighties a small town was to become
a rather large city, and though destined to be overtaken by Minneapolis in the
matter of population, St. Paul could still, so her boosters felt, lay claim to certain
definite advantages.

Aggressively the Dally Globe, in a resume of the city's
progress up to 1880, under date of December 31, 1879, in which it referred to
St. Paul as "the Empire City," proclaimed the advantages in question. "St, Paul,
closing books for 1879," declared this newspaper, "is making giant strides in the
commercial race, and comparison can be invited with any eity of 50,000 inhsbitants
on the face of the earth."

The reasons upon which these claims were based were many.
"Our railroad advantages, which brings an empire to our doors to trade, and our
merchant princes, who have brought the city up to its present greatness,” were cited
mainly by the Globe in the issue referred to. In particularizing it said:
"« o o most significant, perhaps, of all are the changes of the year which have
fixed the headquarters of the railroads and their commanding interests in St. Paul.
These changes are leading to great loczl improvements, such as the Union depot,
headquarters' buildings, machine, ear and repalr shops, stockyards, elevators,
terminal and transfer yards, etc., while these in turn are leading to new business
enterprises and enlarged sources of trade and facilities of manufacture.

"Sixteen diverging lines of railroad practically terminate

in St. Paul as follows: The Chicago & St. P-ul, river division; Milwaukee & St. Paul,

Iowa division; Hastingd & Dakota, St. Paul & Sioux City, Worthington & Sioux Falls,
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Black Hills Branch, Blue Earth City Branch, St. Pzul & Mdnitoba, main line, St:—Paml,
St. Paul & Manitoba, branch line, Northern Pacifie, St. Pzul % Duluth, St. Paul

& Stillwater, St. Paul, Stillwater & Taylor's Falls, Chicago, St. Paul & Minneapolis,
North Wisconsin, and Hudson and River Falls. They send into St. Paul every day

over one hundred trains, and the companies can hardly keep pace in the supplying

of faclilities with their fast increasing traffic."

Thus, the railroad situation, which had earlier been re-
ferred to in the Globe, as that "hopeless confusion of conflicting titles and
claims, in which enterprise was fast bound and the vast interests involved were
inextricably entangled," as exemplified for example, in the case of the St. Paul &
Pacific property and franchises, was clarified, and the Globe resume was accordingly
impressive.

Again,on March 5, 1880, the Daily Globe, after snother survey
of the local business scene, saw fit to voice lively enthusiasm in these words: "Sg.
Paul, the Empire City of the new northwest. . . with large enterprise, liberal in-
vestments and skillful labor. . « is first in manufacturers as in commerce. The
Globe... visits eveyy manufactury and shop throughout the city, to show in one review,
St. Paul's army of trained mechanics and the work they are doing. Six hundred dnd
forty six establishments with six thousand three hundred and forty-eight amnloyipg
Me TELE MaruFactyyexsunitire productve/ndustyy W/thTUJ‘EIGEIU/A}/h
hundreds. « value of the products aggregating over eight million dollars par annum...
the successful mechanics who, with small beginnings, have built up large manufactures.
«othe wealthy corporations selling St., Paulemade machinery throughout the west."

In furnishing these facts and figures the sole object of the
Globe, as it explained, was not to "correct the erroneous impression concerning the
industries of St. Paul but the desire to unite the people. . . in all judiclious and
right action for the common good and for maintaining the preeminence of St. Paul as

the commercisl capitel and industrial center nf the Northwest. "

The contrast between the St. Paul of 1880 and that of 1849,

for instance, "when the population of St. Paul was only thirty and at one time the
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site of the entire city proper was sold for thirty-five dollars," to quote the Globe,
is vivid enough, but the difference between adolescence and approaching maturity
cennot be measured by sundials.

However, despite the steady increase in population, and loud
publicity there wae still a sword of Damocles hanging over the head of the most
optimistic native booster. St. Paul was most distmrbed by the continued growth of
Minneapolis, and seemingly nothing could be done about it. Every effort made to
bolster a failing position had been alike ineffectual. On November 16, 1874, the
boundary line of Ramsey County had been extended by an act of legislature to include
West St. Paul, which thereby became part of the city and was designated on the Sixth
Ward., This had added 2,800 acres to the area of the c¢ity, making a total area of
13,583 acres. TFollowing this action, tolls were abolished on the St. Paul bridge

connecting the two formerly independent cities. [?itation: J. Fletcher Williams, A

History of the City of St. Paul and the County of Ramsey, Minnesota (Minnesota

Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn., 1876, p. 449,]

Since it was clearly the development of industry which gave
Minneapolis its advantage, efforts were made in that direction in St. Paul, but
the lack of water power which would have made large scale manufacturing ventures
practical was a decided handicap. Some boot and shoe manufacturing was begun and
this succeeded because of the acute demand, and because in this industry smaller
unite of operation were desirable. [/ Mildred Lucille Hartsough, The Twin Cities
as a Metropolitan Market (University of Minnesota Press, Mpls., 1925), P. 497 .

In 1877 the volume of St. Paul's wholesale trade had been esg-
timsted at approximately $28,000,000; in the early eighties it reached the sum of
$47,000,000 annually; and although, in thé late seventies the wholesale trade of
St., Paul was more than three times that of Minneapolis, the newer city made cone
sistent gains with which St, Paul found it difficult to keep vace, [ﬁhlvin Sehmid,

Social Saga of Two Cities, (Minneapolis Couneil of Social Agencies, Mpls., 1937),

Da aéﬁ
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During an evening seseion of the legislature on March 1, 1881, flames
were geen spurting from the dome of the capitol building. The wooden frame nullified
all efforts of fire fighters and the blaze was soon beyond control. The large num=
ber of occupants wvacated the bullding without loss of life but many valuable docum=
ents and records were destroyed. The origin of the fire was never determined.

The legislature transferred secssions to the newly completed municip-
al market house. 8t, Paul citigens, warned by previous experience, feared that the
destruction of the capitol duilding would give rige to new efforts at capital removal
and they pushed to hurriod‘comnletion the plans for immediate rebuilding.

Between Minneapolis and St. Paul lay the Midway District, which in
earlier days, had been known as Kittsondale. In 1881 the Minnesota Transfer Corpore
ation destined to become an astoundingly profitable property, was organized by the
railroad companies to provide in this intervening area a elearing house for freight
between the two cities. One year later the Union Stockyards Company was established
in the Midway District and most of the livestock trade, with the beginnings of the
meat packing industry, was for a time confined %o that area. [ﬁ&ldred Lucille Hartsough,
The Twin Citles as a Metrovolitan Market (University of Minnesota Press, Mpls., 1928),
pp. 18021, 67] .

: The population of Minneapolis increased until in 1880 1t equalled St.
Paul's. 8t. Paul made desperate efforts to maintain this equality, and men of both
cities scted in the furious struggle which ensued, like "1l11l bred and 11l tempered

boys ." [?Bderal Cityt Being a Reminiscence of the Time Before St. Paul and Minneapolis

were United (by an Optimist, no publisher listed, no city, published 1891. p. §7;

Caught between two fires the census enumerator became the main target
of the rival newspapers. "The Minneapolis Plam of Cheating in Making Up the Census
Returns," was the heading of an acrimonious broadside whigh appeared in the Hastings
Gazette, but which the St. Paul Globe of July 5, 1880, lost no time in copying. It
ran as follows: "Our article last week in relation to the census enumeration in St.

Paul and Minneapolis evidently touched the supervisor of the latter city upon the
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raw, and he responds in nearly a column of Ploneer Press, of the 24 inst. . . The

point was made that a conductor upon the 'Hastings and Dakota' was wrongfully en=
umerated in Mimneapolis, and the position is still madntained. Mr. Denman Rich is

an old resident of Hastings® * *, and his business still requires him to be a resident.

He may be a brothereinelaw of Mr, C, W, Johnson, the supervisor of the Second district***,
and may have a trunkful of elothing at his house and send his washing there, but he

does not lodge or board in Minneapolis, and he ean only spend an occasional day in

that town by getting a lay-off. By matter of law he is a voter in the Second ward

of this city.

"Another case game to our knowledge recently in which a lady, a res=
ident of Hastings for a score of years, was enumerated under protest in Minneapolis
on the ground that she had passed the night there, and a similar instance was publigh-
ed in one of the St. Paul papers a few days ago. It is these facts which led to an
expression of opinion on the sub ject, with the conclusion, which will bear repetition,
that the Gazette has no interest in the result of either eity, but believes in fair
play and an honest count."

The St, P Globe, under the caption "More Confession," used strong lan=
guage on its own acecount, July 18th, in calling attention to what it termed the
“eonfesslon of Charley Johnson," in which it accused that official of adding
~seyveral thousand to the Minneapolis census list by counting those who had arrived

since June lst. The geveral thousand," charged the Globe, "were secured by copy=

ing hotel registers and enumerating temporary visitors generally,"
In cloging this particular editorial the Globe referred to the enumerator
ag "the perjured scoundrel who supervised the census," and arrived =t theé following

deduction: "It appears from this that he %IMr. Johnson) admits that four weeks ago

Minneapolis had but forty-two thousand population. This sudden gain of gix thousand

in four weeks is very suspicious and is confirmatory of the report that originally
the count showed but 41,000, Hearing that St. Paul exceeded that figure the

rascality was resorted to, to enlarge the actual population,®®* ®
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In defense of enumerator Johnson and in vindieation of the sacred honor

of ¥inreapolis, the Tribune retaliated in similar vein, but more savagely reserved

her heavier guns for the Ploneer Press. The Tribune and Pioneer Prese had crossed

swords over the relationship of minors to population totals. "The Ploneer Press," sald
the Tribune, July 22, "gets right up and swears that St, Paul has more minors than
Minneapolis. Well, why shouldn't she have? The census shows that St., Paul 1s a minor

town, anyway.* * * The Ploneer Press returned to its work, yesterday, of demonstrating

that St, Paul has more minors than adults, and Minneapolis less. The point ig con-
ceded. Judging by the squealing, the whole town of St. Paul is made up of sniveling
and snarling bables. "

So the battle contimued, with rising tempo, and attacks on new fronts.
The Anoka Herald, long a silent listener, felt that a rebuke was in order, and on
July 24, 1880, chastised with due tact the fighting Twins. "St. Paul and Minneapolis
papers are still harping on the census. Don't. Two smarter cities don't exist on

this or any other continent. So what's the use quarreling over a few thousand, more

or less? The whole State is aquall%ﬁ proud of you, your newspapers, enterprise, every-

thing about you in fact, except your disposition to abuse each other. Don't do it."

One of the final salvos fired by the Clobe, was a reprint from the Princetm
Union, July 26th, in indignation at the Minneapolis Lumbermen and Boom company "for
virtually preventing any logs from going over the falls of St. Anthony," thus impeding,
"by every means in their power, the passage of logs destined for points below Minneapolis."

More in sorrow than in anger, apparently, was the rejoinder of the Minneapolis Tribune,

July 29, 1880, when, in giving expression to the "tear-provoking results of the Minne

esota census" which 1t considered "the divorce of Minneapolis and St. Paul, after the

present year, in congressional matters,” it remarked: "The two cities have become too
big to remain in the same district after 1880. Growth has its sorrowful side as well

as its jubilant one."

"Merrimac," a writer on the Globe, took a final fling, twitting Minne

eapolis in these words: "Our naughty, naughty, 1little sister with the big waterfall
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flaunts her ample skirts since the census and boasts that she is bigger than her
brother Paul, . . She is pregnant and big without menifest destiny. . . Charley
Johnson (cenuss taker) is the gay deceiver who must snswer for her ruin and stand
father to all those illegitimates counted in the census.*** *

Thus "Merrimac" accounted for what he termed 'Minnie Apol's' ruin, in
the Daily Globe of Aug. 17th.

However, all jealous repartee set aside, both the Twins gﬁi merits
at once visible to the discerning eye, and in the splendid emergence of eadh Minnesota
could exult.

Rivalry is rarely more disconcerting or petty than when it exists
between cities. New York and Brooklyn are shining exsmples of this. When New York
refers to Brooklyn as a graveyard, and the latter retaliates with its barbed shafts
and such ridicule extnleds over a long period of time, the cause of neither is advanced.
Mighty Manhattan, in the final analysis, doesn't fail to include in its population
figures her humbler neighbor: she may have a lot of fun with so called "Flatbush,"
but she is practical, nevertheless; and so the merry war of jibes, if not sham battle,
continues.

The rivalry between St. Paul and Minneapolis has endured for many years.
Even before it started, St, Paul has a keen competiter in St. Anthony. As business
tension increased St. Paul had become more and more incensed against this growing rival
up the river. Honors apparently were not emough to go around. At first St. Anthony's
pretentions had been lauched at, but the matter grew serious before long and St. Paul
accused its rival of being founded "by Rastern capitalists"-was though it had been done
for the sqle purpose of injuring St. Paul. [ﬁltationz Dr, E, E. Barton, City of St.
Paul, (Published by the author, St. Paul, 1888} p. 8].

In a publication py the State Board of Immigration, in 1885, the follow-
ing sccurate close-up of St. Paul in the eighties is given: "It matters not from which
direction the traveler comes, he passes through beautiful and varied scenery, &nd the
site occupled by the city possesses a rare combination of natural beauties. A chain

of high bluffs encireles a geries of level benches or plateaus, along the front of the
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lowest of which is the Mississippl river, and here is the head of navigation on
this mighty stream.

"On the lower plateau the different rallways find entrance, using in
common & union depot located on grounds adjacent to the steamboat landing.*** On leaving
the depot the traveler finds himself at once in the midst of the solidly build whole-
sale district, immense warehouses of attractive architecture lining the streets in
every direction. A slight ascent extending ome block, leads to the second plateau
which is traversed by Third street, formerly the main thoroughfare, but now only a
sharer of the honor with a number of adjacent streets.

"Third street is lengthy, extending from the bluffs on the east to those
wést of the second bench. For about three-guarters of a mile its lower portion is
devoted to wholesale establishments, but as it is ascended one comes into the chief
retail district of the city. One block from Sibley street, on which the depot is
situated, 1s the Merchants Hotel . . . at the corner of Jackson street. This last
named street, with several others, running northward, are alse important busine:ss
avenues. They intersect Seventh street, a bhroad thoroughfare of great length, mch
of which is lined with retail stores. It/'formsa division between the business ané
residence portions of the city. On Robert street, the next west of Jackson, is lo=
cated the magnificent hotel 'Ryan' which occupies half a bloeck. . . and will cost,
when finished, about $1,500,000.

"West of the Merchants' hotel on Third street are attractive buildings
devoted to retail trade, and at Wabasha street, four blocks west, is Bridge squsre,
from which a magsive iron bridge leads to West St. Paul. A loftily-reared circle
of electric lamps stands in the eenter of the square and {lluminates the bridge
and neighboring streets. Wabasha street is compaetly built, with fine stores for
six blocks; the upper part ascends the high bluffs in this direction. On this street
are located the eity, county, State and United States bulldings, and 3lso a magnif-
icent market house. The Grand Opera house is here, and likewise the Roman Catholie
cathedral property, and several other churches.

"Third street from Wabagha street west, runs for some distance along
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the brow of the bluff, 2t an elevation of about one hundred and fifty feet above

the river, end from it a grend penoramic view of the river, with its bdluff and island,
and of West St. Paul, is obtained. At the corner of Third end Washington streets the
Metropolitan hotel is located, extending to Fourth street. This corners on Rice Park,
a diminutive space of forest and floral beauty, where, during the summer months, open=
air band concerts are given. Tour blocks farther west Third street is intersected

by Seventh street, at a spacious opening known as 'Seven Corners,' and here the quaint
and singular manner in which the streets are laid out is, to strangers, perplexingly
apparent, as the thoroughf,res diverge to every point of the compass.

"Between Third and Seventh streets and the river is a wide, low walley,
thickly populated, The districts already described are encircled ty the high bluff
front of the upper plateau, on which, partly concealed by large, thrifty trees, adorne
ing the wide avenues and surrounding grounds, are resgidences of the most ornate styles
and elegant appointments. These delightful homes are spread out to the eastward and

westward of the city, while to the northward thousands of humbler but comfortable

dwellings occupy pleasant locations in a capacious lower level.

"Though St. Psul presents an extensive and attractive appearance
from a point of view south of the city, no real idea of ites magnitude. . . can be
gained except from a tour of its various districts.

"In addition to the main portion of the city, there is the important
digstrict of West St. Paul, on the opposite side of the river, also under the gener-
al municipal government. It contains about 15,000 residents, and is located in a
broad, gently sloping plain, reaching from the river-front to the high bluffs, whose
wooded summits afford charming building sites. Back of this is a rich farming
country, and a new line of railroad will goon have its terminus within the precincts
of this part of the city. "

The same gource, in comparing St. Paul of the early mighties with that
of five years before, gawe the increase in population, building and business, as at

least "one hundred and fifty per cent in that brief interval." A great change in the
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height of business structures was noticeable to visitors. Many were five and six

stories. These were conspicuous for their bright red brick and sturdy stone construction.
They ranged in cost from $100,000 to $250,000, and some exceeded the latter figure.
Particularly attractive architecturzlly, were the bank buildings, the large wholesale
houses aznd hotels. The prineipal business streets were paved with ¢edar blocks and
sldewalks were of stone. The residential section, with tree shaded avenues and elegant
mansions amid beautiful surroundings, was distinctive.

¥ithin the corporate limits of St. Paul proper, comprising at this time
twenty=-one square miles of territory, there were therefore many indications of the
thriving Vinnesota metropolis which was to be. Yet soms of the changes time had wrought
were not 80 appealing--at least to river captains, whereas in its heyday the Misslssippi
had béen distinguished for its innumerable packets, and widespread transportation
facilities, 1little remained to suggest that period.

How conclusively the raillroads captured the business of the river
boats is ghown in striking figures. Afger the railroad rezched New Ulm on the
Minnesota only eight boats traveled up that river, usually not more than one a
year! Almost as badly affected was Mississippi traffic. It declined to such an ex-
tent that Mark Twain, when he visited St. Paul in 1882, complained of the "hideous

trip" and mourned the vanisghed romance of "boating."

[Jonn T, Flanagen, Mggk Twain on the Upper Mississiopi « Minnesota History, Vol. 17,

No. 4, Dec. 1938 = pp. 370-371].

According to Bradstreet's Mercantile Agency, St. Paul stood fourth in
a tabulatlon of building done in 1883, fourth among a half dozen American citles, ine
cluding New York and Chicago. The table, with figures based on a period of eight months,
was as follows?

New York . . . . $37,207'113
Chicago. . . « « 12,780,000
Cincinnati. . R « +11,000,000
St. Paunl ., . « « 9,580,000
Clevelend. . .o 8,780,000
New Orleans. .« o 3,000,000
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"In the long list given," comments the State Board of Immigration booklet
gz'iggg," only two other cities thar those named reached $3,000,000. A careful home
canvass showed that the actual building in St. Paul in 1883 amounted to $11,938,950,
placing it third on the list, and nearly $1,000,000 in advance of Cincinnati. The
sun given covered 434 business houses, 3,124 residences, and 49 public buildings, 2
total of 3,607 structures. During the years 1881, 1882 snd 1883, there was a total
of 7,209 bulldings erscted at a cost of $24,909.650,"

Pigures on the wholesale business during the same years showed, as
evidenced by the reports of the Chamber of Commerce, steady gains--$46,555,999 in
1881, $66,628,494 in 1882, =nd $72,048,771 in 1883. Moreover, in 1884 » conservative
estimate placed sales at approximately $81,000,000, to maintain a consistently ade
vencing percentage rate.

According to information furnished by R. G, Dun & Co., the capital of
1,669 firms aggregated $73,490,000, "beginniug with five houses with a responsibile
ity of over $1,000,000. , .many of the firms importing largely, the custom receipts
in 1881 being %30,818, in 1883 to $64,016, which sum was nearly equaled by the
receipte of the first nine months of 1884,

Iy seems & bit odd that = city's qualifieations in one direction may
tend to outweigh her qualifications in another. On this point the State of linnegota
Immigration booklet for 1885, has this to say:s "St. Paul's reputation as & financial
and commercial center has become so pronounced as to convey the impression that it is
not a manufacturing eity, snd even its own citizens are surprised at the extent of its
development in this direction. 1Its diversified menufacturing interests are, however,
vast and important In the aggregate. In 1881 the walues of manufactures were $15,406,201.
They increased to $25,885,471 in 1883, and the number of establishments rose from 667
in the former year to 758 in the latter. The city presented to the manufacturer an
almost unoccupied field, the capacity of whose development was great, "_

The extent and ramifications of the rallros=ds in such a rallway center

as 8t. Paul, the city being naturally one of the chief radiating points of the
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systems of the continent, would require a whole chapter. The banking gituation would
require another. The same may be said of churches and schools. Space limitatione
here preclude extended treatment of these subjects. Certain highlights may be given,

however, to re¥lect the situation in many filelds.

Quoting again from the State of Minnesota Immigration booklet for 1885,
these highlights may be flashed briefly, as follows: In banking,. . . "St. Paul has
$160,000 more espital in national banks than the whole of the rest of the State. . .
The resources of the national banks of St. Paul alone exceed those of twenty-two
states and territories; ". . . water works, water conveyed to and through the city
by forty-six miles of mains, while twenty miles more are under contract for the

spring of 1885;". . . fire department, "the force consists of about one hundred men,

and has seven fire engines, three chemigal engines and two hook and ladder trucks; "
gas," the gas company has now thifty'miles of maing laid, and they are being constant=
ly extended in every direction; " Wlectric lights. . ."now two hundred, and one hundred
more will be added this winter;" street roilwlly, "twenty five miles. . . and ten
more miles projected. . . two motor roads will soon be built, one to Lake Como ané
one to Minneapolis."

To continue: Newspapers, "Two moming and one evening daily in
English, and one in the Cerman language. . . besides two dally advertising sheets
end thirteen or fourteen weekly, fortnightly and monthly publications. There are
also a number of excellent job printing offices, two lithogr-phing establishments

several engravers and a type foundry;" public halls, "a number of large and handsome

public halls, a magnificent opera house. . .severzl gkating rinks. . .gome eighty

churches, . . . specious and expensive structures;" benevolent institutions, "city

and county hospitals and asylume.., an association for the relief of the poor, a wo=
men's industrial soclety, a women's flower mission, ete."
Ag for the schools, publie, denominational and private, "although

$77,370 were expended during the last school year in new buildings and in improving




ST. PAUL, THE CITY Chapter XI Page 13

others, adding accommodations for 1,360 pupils, it is to be found that the growth
of the city keepes just in advance of the supply of houses, and the erection of four
gdditional fine buildings and the enlargement of one of the old ones has already
been ordered., There are twentyesix private schools and academies, including English
and classical fnstitutiona. kindergartens, art and industrial schools, =nd Lutheram
and German schools . . « The parochial schools are largely attended. The Catholics
have several excellent schools, and St. Joseph's Academy is an extensive institution
occupying a handesome and costly building, beautifully located.®**The Baptists,
Scandinavian Lutherans and the Catholies each propose to establish colleges here at
an early date."

Among the iarge business houses of that period were the following:
C. Gotzian & Co., manufacturers of boots and shoes, founded by Conrad Gotzian, who
began as a retailler; Channing Seabury & Company, wholesale grocers; Tarbox, Schlick
& Co., boot and shoe factory; the St. Paul Foundry, incorporated in 1883, with H, C.
Upham, president; C. M, Powers, secretary and treasurer; Alex. Adams, superintendent--
manufacturers of architectural, railroad and general iron work, cast, forged and
finished; the St. Paul Brass Works, started by W. ¥, Bafley as a small brass foundry;

Kenny Brothers, established by Terrence and John Kenny, a steam boiler works} the

St./\Box Factory, or Blodgett & Osgood, the original firm name adopted by H, F. Blodgett

and B, S, Osgood, makers of packing boxes, refrigerators, store and office fixtures;
P. R. L. Hardenbergh & Co., with two factories engaged in the production of boot and
shoe uppers and saddlery goods; J. F. Tostevin, stone and marble cutter, whose estab=-
lighment is the first marble worke in the State; the Minnesota Soap Company, the out-
growth of a concern started in St. Paul by L. Beach, a pioneer manufacturer of soap
and candles; Y. H. Garland, trunk manufacturer, who started business in Chicago, but
moved his factory to St. Paulj Anthony Yoerg, St., Paul's first brewer; and Finch, Van
Slyke & McConville, wholesale clothing, established by George R. Finch.

/:General C. ©, Andrews, History of St. Paul, Minn., D. Mason & Co., Publishers,

Syracuse, N. Y., 1890, pp 437-44?_,_/
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To this pleture of the St. Paul of 1885, may be added the observation
of another writer who =lso wrote from first-hand knowledge: "Society in St. Paul has
outgrown provincialism, and in culture and refinement will not concede superiority to
far larger cities."

[Tbitatlon: The State of Minnegota: Its Agricultural, Lumbering and Mining Resources,

Manufacturing and Commercial Facilitiea, Railroads, Pleasure Resorts, Ete., Published
by the State Board of Immigration, H. H. Young, Secretary of Board, Ploneer Press
Company, St. Paul, Minn., 1885, pp. 85-907 .

On September 8th, 1885, the Minneapolis Tribune noted the passing of

an early Minnesota ploneer, Mrs, Benjamin Gervais, "the first white woman to come to

Ramgsey county." Her death occurred in St. Paul, the Sunday before the date of the

2
item, and she was 84 years old. It was in 15&3 that she cameé with her husband to

Rampey County. Benjamin Gervals' property, at that time, could be identified as in
the district which was then knwon as Baptist Hill, "At the time he #old 1t," stated
the Tribune, "he received $350 for an area of land that today is worbth several million
dollars." Basgll Gervals, the son of Benjamin Gervals, was the first white child
born in St, Paul. With what frequency in history somedhing similar has happened.

In November, 1885, occurred an event which ever afterwards has given
to St. Paul winters a certain distinctive character. That y=ar was born the St.
Paul Ice Palace and Winter Carnival Association. Oeorge R. Finch was elected president
of the assoclation, and thus originated the plans for St. Paul's first ice palace,
wvhich is said to have been the first palace of its kind in the United States.

(Citation: FHenry A. Castle, History of Minnesota, Vol. 1, p.)

Super adjectives have been used to indicate the dazzling splendor of
this midwinter carnival. Words are inadequate to describe its many facets. A
huge crystal castle, with gleaming towers, turrets, and battlements, its colorful
flage waving in the frosty breeze, is the center of attraction. The magnificent
pageantry which is dally a part of the festival, is not confined to the vicinity

of the palace, but is city-wide in scope. There is skiing, skating, and toboganning;
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in fact winter sports are in at various points, in one branch or another.

Numerous marching clubs, clad in eolorful carnival suits, beautiful
floats, some of great size, and comic as well as serious features combine to make
the parades events to linger in the memory. During the festival there are two such
processions, one in the daytime and the other at night with brilliant lighting
effects. The floats, individuslly interesting, attract attention for their own sake.
With their own i1lluminatkon, and that of reflected brilliance, since each is additionally
adorned by the presence of a carnival queen sitting in state, thelr appeal is
irresistable.

The storming of the pglaco. by the Fire King, from the explosion of the
first bomb to the inevitable fall of Boreas the Ice King « to end the latter's reign
and that of his "queen of the snows"; the gorgeous colors imparted to ice blocks,
shifting to different shades in the massive walls, the grand fireworits display above
the towers, and the cascades of fire in front of the mammoth structure; all must be
seen to be apprecizted; they defy description.

The builder of St. Paul's first ice palace was "a Mr. Hutchinson of
Montreal," Frank C. Bliss states in his book "St. Paul, Its Bast and Present."”

[jﬁ C. Bliss Publishing @ompany, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1888, p. 23§7; This was S.
H. Hutchinson, who built Canada's celebrated palaces.

The comer stone, or rather block of ice in this case, was laid on

/
Jen. 14, 1885. and on Feb. 1lst, Pregident Finch officially turned over to the mayor

of St. Paul the keys of the resplendent building. Frank C. Bliss, in the book above
quoted, gives the dimensione as follows: "This first palace, covered an erea of
180x160 feet, the main tower was 100 feet high, and 20,000 blocks of ice were used
in its construction. It was the largest ice palace ever built, up to that time. "
[fége 38§7.

That it proved to be a very successful undertaking is the verdict of

the local writers of that day. Citizens greatly enjoyed the novelty, moreove®
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visitors, "thousands upon thousands," gravitated to St. Paul from all over the country,
as well as from Canada, to attend the festival. (Same Source). (Same page).

Late in 1886 Mr. Finch retired as president of the association, and
L. H, Maxfield succeecded him. January 1887 saw the erection of another ice palace,

a structure far more elaborate than the first has been. Considersbly larger, too.
It covered 42,000 square feet, contained over twice as many blocks of ice, and!the
highest turret, which was surmounted by a flagstaff, rose to a height of 140 feet.
Designed and built by loeal men it possessed a double appeal, Its general shdpe was
that of a Latin eross.

In an election of new officers held in Nov., 1887, George ThompSon
succeeded L. H. Maxfield. Under his guidance a third ice palace, more ornate and
more massive than anything that haé gone before, was built in January, 1888, and
again from all parts of the nation, came visitors, hundreds of thousands of them,
to participate in an "endless variety" of winter sports. [Page 223-224/.

Central Park was the site of all these early ice palaces. To accommodate
lovers of skating, curling rinks and toboggan slides, land adjoining the area of the
park was utilized, the enclosure affording ample space for even an Indian village, for
a tribe of aborigines, with their teepes, ronies =nd dogs were on the 1ist of ate
tractions.

Mr. Bligs kas given us an engrossing picture of these early ice
carnivals which, after all, do not differ materially from those that were to follow,
at intervals, in the years to come. "During the carnival weeks," he says, "the
streets and sidewalks-~decorated with flags, banners, streamers and arches, and at
night 1it wp by electric lights and thousands of gass lights in colored globegse=
were thronged with waiting ecrowds to see some one ofthe many parades of the carnival
clubs, which number some 6,000 ladies and gentlemen, each club having a different
but becoming uniform, These parades are accompanied by numerous hands of music,

end if at night, in their midst and on every side, are displayed every variety of
fireworks." [Page 228 /.
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Modern improvements and larger scale specifications have, of course,
altered the plan but not the texture. Author Bliss's pen-picture of the main
fireworks spectacle, which expresses the natural reaction of all beholders, is
thus presented: "One of the most magnificent sights man ever witnessed is the storming

of the great ice fortress of King Borealis. It happens twice during every festival.

The sight is grand, terrific, inconceivably beautiful.,* * * Old King Borealls is most

valiant and couragoous, but amid the crash of arms, the thunder of the bombs and art-
{1lery, and the gorgeous display of fireworks—eamid the din of battle and smoke, the
palace is completely hid from sight, but the emoke is soon wafted away and the whole
palace appears enveloped in flames, while from its battlements falls a cascade of
fire." [TPage 224].

Amid pleasurers and palaces the solemn note was not absent. Labor, more
or less restless in 1886, on October 14th of that year took the rallroad spotlight.
A switchmen's strike, affecting both of the Twin Cities, originated in Minneaspolis,
on Oct. 13th., With the exception of the Milwaukee road switchmen, the switchmen in
all the railroad yards of Minnespolis, strucki“##%&The present wages received by
switchmen," stated the Minneapolis Tribune, Oct. l4th, "is, day or night men, $50
per month. They are striking for $70 and $60 per month, which is the scale paid
in the East."

I was though at firet that the strike would be limited to Minneapolis.
In calling attention to it in its issue of October 13, the Dispatch stated that al=-
though the switchmen in all the yards at Minnespolis were out, the trouble was not
expected to extend to St. Paul. Everything was orderly that first day, but that
intimidation might be resorted to,the paper admitted. A later issue informed readers
that local switchmen declared that they were well satisfled with thelr position,

had no fault to find, and "that any endeavors to compel tham to desist from work"

would "be strenuously opposed, "
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Very few union men were in the city, the Dispatch explained, and thése
were in the employ of the roads. Since the Union depot switchmen comprised the maj=
ority, and they were not members of the unlon and consequently were well satisfied
with their lot, they would not accede to any demands from union sources. Moreover,
the superintendents of the several roads were. . ."determined that those who wished to
work" should be "allowed to do so without molestation.' No strike in St, Paul was
therefore probable, in ite opinion.

As the heads of most of the operating departments of the railroads were
temporarily out of the city the only officials with whom the union committee could cone
sult were Messrs. Winter and Whiteman of the Omaha Road. When these officials complained
that the tine given for considering the grievances of the switchmen was rather short,
the committee acknowledged that it was. Union orders had been followsd, said the
committee, and they were compelled to take the action they did. This being the case
they were advised by the nffiéials to have the men go quietly back to work, so that
meanvwhile the roads could get together to act upon the matter at the earliest possible
time,

For safety's sake a squad of policemen arrived at the St. Paul Union
depot on the morning of the 15th, although, as the Dispatch of that date stated, there
was no sign of trouble.

The committee which called the strike was appointed by the Switchmen's
Mutual Ald Association at = meeting held the previous Tuesdayl The committee has been
instructed to issue the order if the relllroad managers refused to accede to the demands
for a raise.

The rallroad managers claimed that they had not been notified ¢f the in=-
tention of the men to walk out. To this chmrge the switchmen replied with a statement
to the public, which was published in the Minneapolis Tribune, on October 15th. "The
switchmen of the different railroad yarde," ran the statement, "are making peaceable
and honorable efforts to prevail upon the aforesaid railroad companies to adopt the
Chicago scale of wages.

"The rallroad managers. . .were. . .notified. We will gay for the benefit

of the public that they were each awaited upon several weeks ago by an intelligent
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comnittee of the Trades and Labor Assembly of the eity, and securing no satisfaction,
the switchmen took th tter in their own hands, promising that they will continue in
pursuance of their present policy of dignity, zood order and sober, intelligent action
in the future. They take this means of placing their grievance before an intelligent publie.

Through the same newspaper medium, the day following, the managers re-
taliated in this vein: "A talk with the heads of the operating departments of the roads
centering in Minneapolis and St. Psul, reveals the fact that they propose to hold their
own and will supply men to take the place of the strikers and will protect them,"

The 1zbor unrest, as a result of the strike, had its repercussions in
other parts of the state. A free fight between rival railroad gangs took place at
Elbow Lake, on October 13th and for a time threatened serious congequences. Ag recounted
in a dispatch to the Minneapolis Tribune, from Herman, Minnesota, "thres of the Minn-
eapolis & Pacific's men were get upon by about 20 of the Manitoba's erew and badly beaten.
They escaped, however, and soon returned reinforced by about 100 of their comrades and
commenced to make it warm for the Manitoba crowl, who fled for safety to the court-house
where they were besleged. The crowd outside finally threatened to set fire to the court-
house if the men did not come out, and the citizens of Elbow Lske were obliged to glve
up the men to save the building."

The Switchmen's strike continued unabated, with ultimatmus from one side
and then the other, and both gides taking the public into its confidence from time to
time. Aeccording to the railroad managers the waged demanded ver month were: Night foree

man, $80; day foreman, $75; night switchmen, $70; day switchmen, $65; and the committee

of St. Paul switchmen, comprising men from all the yards, urged also that "26 days be

:

considered a month and 10 hours a d=y, extra time to be pald for at above rates."
[Minneapolis Tribune, Oct. 16, 1886].

The effect of the strike on business was outlined in a ecircular put out
by the company, in which the strikers were told that they "may consider themsdlves dig-
charged.” The circular also declared that "The St, Psul strike gave the Minnespolis men
new courage. "

Loren Fletcher wasm quoted as saying: "Our mills closged down yesterday.
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As far ag running the mills is concerned, I don't care whether we run or not, as

there is no money in the business at the present time. If they will notify us that

the strike will continue any length of time we will close dowm until spring. The
results will be, if they don't end ths trouble soon, 21l the mills in the city will
be obliged to close down, and some 7,000 or 8,000 men will consequently be out of
employment. If the strikers desire this result, I've no objections. The Pillsbury
mill will close soon if the gtrike is not ended, as it will be impossible to get
whest." Col. Jas. Goodnow added his opinion, "The strike is preventing the trans-
action of $100,000 worth of business each day.*** "

The effect on trade was further dwelt upon in the Tribune of Oct. 17th.,
"Ag the days pass and no gettlement is reached, the effect on trade is more and more
felt until jobbers and shippers of all kinds are becoming elarmed, and various steps
are being taken by these parties to bring about a settlement. The jobbers favor
arbitration or any other arrangement that will get the freight now standing in the

yards out and started."
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The effect of the general public was not less emphatic. Loud complaints
arose over the loss B to business and to transportation, Public sympathy was with
the strikers and their cause, as thus endorsed by the Trade and Labor Assemblys

"Whereas, The Switchmen . . . 1in their pending strike, have by thelr
honorable, temperate &and orderly conduct challenged the admiration of all law-ablding

c&tizens s be it ot
Resolved, ‘hat the Trade and Labor Assembly . . . @endorse their action

to dates and

Whereas, It having been published through the press . . . that the proper
officlals of the various roads concerned were not properly notified cf the grieve
ances and demands of the striking switchmen,

Resolved, ‘hat such publications, whatever their emanation, are unﬁiua.
inasmuch as committees, duly requested and suthorized by the switchmem and Trade and
Labor Assembly, made formal nitiflcations to the proper officlals of such grieve
ances and reguests, = C. A, Klgsam, Secretary; H. M, Burgess, President,"

Mayor Ames, of Minneapolis, 1ssued a proclamation at the city hall
on the same day, upon hig arrival from St.Paul, where that morning he had endeave
ored to iron out M"apparently irreconciliable differences! existing between manage=
ment and employes. He expressed confidence in a large number of citizens, and in
both of the great political organizations of the State of Minnesota, who had solemn-
ly delcared by resolution that in thelr PJudgment the parties concerned should settle
their differences by arbitration.

A day later the mayor issued another proclamation, after the roads,

at a meeting in his office, had refused to agree to arbitratibn. with the explana=

tion that new crews were at work, and the old men had been discharged, Mayor Rice,
of St.Paul, had also been pnsuccessfpl. Thus all plans loodng to an agreement
on ascale of wages such as the strikers demanded," and as to "fponclad
rules to which both parties would agree." had been fruitless.
The seriousness of the strike on the lumber indthry may be ind ‘cated

by a single example, A virtual blockade resulted. Alderman F. C. Barrows, of the
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firm of Merriman, Barrows & Co., lumber manufactéres , complained that the strike
had disrupted the "movement of lumber was causing great loss and trouble, Mr,
Barrows stated that nothing could be shipped, although orders were coming in " the
best of any time" that year."The tracks at their yardn{ he said, " were full of
loaded cars that could not be moved, and altogether thé lumber business was suffer-
ing great damage by the strike.,"

Since no remedial me-.sures could be hoped for, the principle of arbi-

tration haveing been rejected, Mayors Ames and Ri{é.'ﬁ@th deploring the inter-

réption of commercial traffic to the detriment of commerce and the public interests,
took the stznd that " irrespective of all sald varlances, sald tr-ific must be
resumed." Moreover, &ll persons were commanded to abstain fron acts of violence
under penalty of arrest and prosecution, This was the gist of Mayor Ames' second
proclamatione
As matters approached a climax, G. R. Bddy, superintendent of Thiel's
Detective Agency, which had been engaged by the rallroads, announced that he was
¥ determined that all roads 0&{ of 8t.Paul" would move the next day and that he
would have 200 men, if necessary, to protect property." He further asserted that " {f
the men who were willing to work were prevented," the detectives would to the work.
Tke Tribune , Ock. 18th, which quoted Eddy, informed the BtePsul publiec
that Mayor Rice had commissioned 60 extra police and would very likely add 100
more on the morrow. As for the strikers, it was stated in the same newsstory that
it had been "definltely ‘ascertalned that the strikers intended to stop all trains
out of St.Paul, whether freight or passenger’,
On-October 19th, however, the same paper pteported that the strike among
the switchmen had "assumed an entire new phase® the morning before, And it told
the retson why. " At all of the raillroad offices bonds for special policemen were . ..
Issued , and as fast as the new officers were sworn in they were given arms and
asslgned to places in the various yards « . . The work of providing special policemen

began early, and continued until the Minneapolis & St.Louls road had 80 specials;}
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the Nyrthern Pacific 100, the Omaha 60, and the Manitoba about 86. Besides these,
about 100 sreélal policemen were added to the city force. "

The strikers grew more menacing. A battle seemed imminent, A crowd
of about a thousand men, whom the newspaper described as curlous lookerse= on, for
'ﬁba most part, " with quite a number of toughs of the town", had gathered on Fifth
street, where a freight engine stood in readiness to leave, Threats " to kill the
engine" emanated from the throng. Col. Hill, who anticipated trouble, presently
emerged, and addressing the crowd, warned all to beware of violence, He advised
the comparatively few strikers in the gathering to retire quletly, This they did,
wherempon the engine moved out and was soon on its way.

On the Bast side, however, it was a different story. Many attempts

were made to swiﬁﬁh a train, but all were frustrated. Other trains were likewise

stalled} every effort to move them was fruitless; in each instance the engine

wag "killed and pins pulled”. As the Tribune of October 19th described the situation:
" The switchmen were entirely too quick for the policemen, and could pull a pin

and set a br-ke and get out of the way before an officer could teach them. One train
got well under headway, and officers were standing on the cars, but even when

running at a high rate of speed, the engine was boarded, uncoupled from the train,
run off quite a distance, and her fires drawn in a very Sew moments' time."

However, late that afternoon the police received reinforcements, and the
tide turned against the strikers. Several trains, in fact, were made up by trainmen,
notwithstanding obstacles. Shortly after this, two complete trains, under Zuards,
went out over the Manitoba. Assistant superintendent J. P. 8Smith , who had been
in the yard all day expediting the movement of cars, considered his day's work
a success. Jubllantly he announced that the specials would henceforth be armed,
and predicted an early end of the trouble.

The yards now resembled an armed camp. But close on the heels of Smlth's
prediction a number of switchmen who had been in his office awalting developments,

expressed their willingness to return to work if granted permission,
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The Northern Pacific yards, too, dbristled with armanent, Special

policemen, toting Winchester rtélea s forestalled trouble., Twenty flve of these

accompanied the first train, wshich was sent out before noom, on the 19th. Sight
of this armed force, among the duties of which was to keep people our of the yards
s0 that switching might proceed without interruption, had the effect intended.

In the Milwaukee yard were 75 speetal policemen, of whom 25 were
Plnkerton detectives from Chicego. Assistant superintendent Case of the Milwaukee
stated that thelr crews contained a considerable number of the old employes but
that new men filled the places of others,

An injunction was served on 165 strikers of all the railroads, and
in seeking 1t the employesrs stated that the strikers were " about to do them great
harm . . . and since the defendants were not responsible and could not repalr any
damages done to plaintiffs, the only remedy was to have an injunction.®

The mayor, in a pertinent talk, reiterated his orders to the police,
which were,"firat, to warn evil-doers of the penalty of any violatlon of the law .x »
to enforce the law to the letter, " to which he addeds " The staff and line officers
have been instructed to allow no more pulling of pins between cars, killing of
engines, or stopping of train s, "

This ultimatum could not be challenged, or ignored, " The switchmen",
announced the Tribune " are discouraged « . . they do not now hope to succeed,
Chief among these reasons is the fact that many of their number are anxious to go
back to work at the old rate. Many of them think that the strike was not properly
started, and from the first was bound to fall, 'Public sentiment' , the paper
asserted, while quoting a switchman who wanted to get back to work, 'was . demand-
ing in strong terms that the strike be settled . . . that neilther party longer
had the sympathy of the public,' "

Col, Hill shared the opinion that the worst was over, that there would
be no more interference from striking switchmen. In the aftermath of the déssension
the Manitoba announced a willingness to "take back those switchmen who have not

been active in the strike,"® * * Ngyitchmen . . .Were soliciting sunecriiptions




ST, PAULJ THE CITY Chapter xI Page 24

tions to aid in support of switBhmen while out of work," and "Harry Flannigan, the

young man who tampered with the coupliéng of a coach in the Union yard, at St. Paul
e » o was fined $100." (Citation: Same gource==Tribune, Oct. 19, I18886).

On Oct. 20th, the St. Paulyards began to take on an old-time aspect.
Trains on the Manitoba, Northern Facific and Wisconsin Sentral Lines
were moving again, things were quiet, but police were still on special duty. "A maj-
ority of the switchmen, " said the Tribune of thap date, " are against any violence,
and hence but few acts of lawlessness took place."About the depot and yards there
was a general air of optimism, it was expected that the switchmen would all be
backto work before the day passed, "or at leastas many as will be received back
by the companies, " the Tribune added,

As a sort of humorous intermission between post=war hostilities and
impending truce, two railroads, the Manitoba and Northern Pacific, fought over a
single prospective customer, a day or two later. The Manitoba was the victor, but the
Northern Pacific acoused the rival road of offering a much reduced Bate in oredr to
igsure victory., The Tribu ne Jafideflo referring to this incident, ventured the
prediction that "¥his is the first gun in what may Decome a large sized skirmish."

On Oct. 23rd., an agreement was affectedwhereby the strikers were to go
back to work at the old scale of wages, the comp;nias promising to retain in thelr
employ "as many of the men as had not provee themselves particularily offensive as
leaders or destroyers of property during the strike." (Tribune , Oct. 23, 1886 ).

With the settlement of the strike a thimg of the past Twin City Rivalry

had another session. Desiring to improve the Mississippl River, between St. Paul

and Minneapolis, for navigation, the war department ordered a survey. St. Paul however
3414 not take kindly to the intende improvement: it naturally preferred to remain head of®
navigation. Minneapolis, on the other hand, was very eaged to secure a congressional
acoropriation, realizingthat the proposed change would benefit her greatly, even make

her the nominal head of navigation and reduce St. Paul to the status of just a

place on the river. It was recalled by the people of both cities
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that, formerly, the Falls of St,Anthony, the site of Minneapollg, was the coveted
gateway, and though over two dozen years had oiapsed since a 1ine of steamers ran
north of St.Paul, nothing tended to efface the memory. ] Citations Rallway Age,
date not givenj documentation wanted/,

A more pleasant thought at this time was engendered in the plan
of the Minnesota & Northwestern railroad, to put in a fast train between
St.Paul and Peorila, and thereby reduce to 16 hours and 35 minutes a run consisting
of 472 miles.

Rallway telegraphers embraced the opportunity for optimism by organ-
1zing, in a meeting at the Sherman Fouse, a local division,No.ll, of the order
of Rallway Telegraphers, P. W, McAllister was chief organizer, "Nutual benefit and
& fraternal feeling among the boys", were mentioned by the Iribuneof October 17th,
as objects to be achieved by the order, which discountenanced strikes and endeavor=
ed " to secure higher wages by rendering better service." The order threatened with
expulsion any member " using hils name or office to promote a strike, "

One of the most thrilling elections in Minnesota annals occurred that
October when Mayor Ames, who had borﬂ!@auch a conspicious part in the settlement
of the switchmen's strike, entered the race for governor, Hig opponent, on
the Republican ticket, was Andrew R, McGill, who for many years had been Insurance
Commissioner and had filled the office with distinction.

The platform upon which Albert A, Ames was nominated, advocated an

8 hour dey tor labor, establishment of a Labor Buresu for Minnesota the ob jeet of
which was to secure better legislation for the payment of wages, as well as for the
health and safety of operatives ( indemmification for injuries included), prevention
of child employment, and protection from " the ravages of the usurer and tax title
shark, *

Held at St.Paul, on September 15,their convention after praising
1

Presldeny 0)eveland's administration, came out for a sweeping tariff revision,

for raising to the dignity of a cabinet position the Department of Agriculture, for

government control of railroads, telegraph, express and 1like corporations, inase
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much as they were created by Federal and State law for public ssrvices, favored
free markets, and in the transportation fleld equal charges and facilities for
consumers as well as for producers and dealers, Anti-monopoly laws were adewocated
to equalize capital and labor, in an effort to curdb the authority and power of the
great corporations, which, although in the past they had done much for the State,
were assuming, in too many instances, a position not compatible wwith the welfare
of the people whose servants they were,

The Republicans, one week later, held thelr convention = also in St.
Paul. Thelr platform favored " an honest dollar intrinsically equal in value to a
dollar in gold." They also favored, as had the Democrats, the establishment in the
State of a soldier:a home. Looking to thils end the vote and influence of their
representatives was promised at the next session of the Legislature, They pledged
to the farmers vital changes in rallroad and warehouse laws, tending to a progress=
ive reduction of rallway freight and passenger rates. The practice, on the part of
corporations, of watering stock, recelved condemnation, Free text books for

public schodls , and a legel rate of interest, 8%,were Tesomménded,

Plamks were simllar to those offered labor by the Democratic party

ok TR ES R Y K 5 )

abﬁea}éd in therhoﬁﬁblican platforh: The action of the Minnesota delegation in
con;reea voting for 2 revision of the tariff, met with platform approval, as
did also liguor regulation. High license, local option, strict enforcement of
laws relating to the traffic already én the statutes, were favored.

" In the decade previous to this time," wfﬂge Frank R. Holmes,

suthor of MMinnesota in Three Centuries," " there was a wave of temperance reform

in many states and several attempts were made to pass constitutional prohibitory
amendments, Kansas in 1880 ratified such an act but though a prohibition Legislature
was elected there was great opposition to the enforcement of the prohibitory laws,
Iowa, also, in 1882 ranged herself on the side of radical temperance theories and

the following year in Ohioc the people for a third time voted in favor of prohibition,
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" In Indiana, Connectlcut, Pemnsylvanla, Wiseonsin, Michigan, Nebraska,
Messachusetts, New York, Illinois, Missouri, West Virginia, Texas, and Arkansas
the amendment falled eilther by not passing the Leglislature or not having received
the requisite two=-thirds vote. Prohibition by local option was in force at this
time in varlous parts of the United States, supplemented in some States by high
license laws in connection with a distance limitation from school houses and

c¢hurches, which were considered to be prohibitory in effect. " jr'Holmes. Frank R.,

Minnesota in Three Centurles, Vol.4,pp.143-146, Publishing Soclety of Minn., 1908.]

While in Minnesota an attempt to pass the prohibition Constitutional l
amendment failed there was nevertheless increasing agitation for a much=needed check-
‘ugraft on the liguor trade. Accordingly, the ﬁepublican party, in the State campalgn
of 1886, included in their platform a high license or local option plank,

Notwith standing the fact that the Democrats, in this exciting election,
struck & responsive note with the laboring classes, the whole Republican ticket was
elected. By what narrow margin the Republicans won, however, is reflected in the
following figuress McGi11,107,068; Ames,104,464; - the Republican plurality a mere
2600. The Prohibitionists, as 2 party, only polled 8,966 votess

The electi n left sore spots. Among the Democrats there was considerable
talk of a reemunt, Many believed that thelr candidate had been elected. Indeed Dr.
Ames came over to St.Paul to take the ocath of office before a maglstrate., However,
nothing but ironical memories surviged that procedure. Despite talk of contesting
the election of MeGill, the latter was duly inaugurated. [% Holmes, Frank R, ,
Minnesota in Three Centuries, The Publishing Seclety of Mimnesota, 1908, Vol.4,

PP+ 14-’.‘#6_]
According to the Folkebladet, Minneapolis, November 10, J. J. Hill ,

oh being asked by a reporter the guestion as to what he ascribed the great increase

in Democratic votes throughout the state, replieds " I suppose the Scandinavians

have stopped voting on the Republican ticket," smiled, and brusquely passed on,
Losing the state election by so slender a thread the Demoncrats, nothing

daunted, glrded for the city and county campalgn. But they were not rashly enullient




STs PAUL,THR CITY Chapter XI Page &y
1 28

in their predictions. The Republ icans, scbered no doubt by =i wu
their narrow

escape, were not ubigulteous either. Surveying the scene, after the dust of battle,
with a new political atgggglo impending ,the St.Paul Dispatch,Oct.13,sald 3

¥ A goodly number of democrats were kicking last night. There were several meetings

on the quiet, at one of which the follouwing ticker was nominated agalnst the demo=
eratic ¢ clerk,R. W, Bell; treasurer, F. A. Rens} (rep.); sheriff, Fred Richter (rep}
register, M. J. Bell,(rep.); anditor, 7. D. Kerker; attorney, J. J. Lgam} coroner,

Jde A, Qninn; Judge of probate, Fred Nelson§ surveyor, H. H. Pottsj superintendent

of schools, H. Blake, (rep.); etc.,

R, W, Bell, familiarly "Dick" to his following, d4id not hesitate to

grapple with the man who was later to become a power as pi@jtical boss, "Dick"

0'Connor. "D'ck" Bell and"Doc" Guinn had injected into the contest an independ=
ent party, and pledged to uphold its principles "Dick" Bell probably enjoyed
guite as much, his clashes with "Dick" O'Connor, as any emolumnets he anticie
pated from the office of city clerk,

Jocoeely the Digpatch,in its 1asue above gquoted, indicated the
viewpoint of Willlam Pitt Murray, on the new ticket in the fleld, when its reporter
Jotted this downs " Corporation Attorney Bill Murray ( in private coaversation) *
wm—eem ¥25 L0 PP # P F eeem== ", ( For publication) " You may say this ==
independent mcvement reminds me of a meeting down in Tenneses,

¥ There were two men got together in mass @onvention and nominated theme
selves. One was slected presidemt and the other secretary of the convention and
when the secretary asked the preaident how he should write up the account of the
meeting he was told to describe it as large and respectable 'for you are large and
I am respectable' remarked the president. 'Doc' Quinn is very respectable and 'Dick’
Bell very large. In writing this up you had better credit it to some other member
of the gang,"

Neither satire nor ridicule could diminish the zeal of the beliggerants,
political fur continued to fly, and neither of the two Richards asked for or gave

quarter, The St.Pagi_Dispatch, Oct.15,contained further comment on the subject,"The
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In the world of sports St. Paul, denied prize-fights except for th;
occasional "sneak bout," welcomed basseball with open arms. One of the first ball
clubs of note, if not actually the first professional team, & nine with a state-
wide reputation, the "Red Caps," were a good drawing cerd at the "West Side Ball
Perk,"™ which, as the name indicetes was loocated in West Saint Paul.

The "Red Caps," fer from confining their prowess to the local field,
not infrequently took to the rosd. From their ranks several members went up to
clessy big lesgue births. George Vincent Guerin, only remaining son of Vital
Guerin since the recent desth of Louls, referred to the "Red Caps" in an intere
view the other day. Zrinterview from George V. Guerin, 823 Sherburne Avenue,

St. Paul, April 8, 1842, 7

George Guerin wes a member of the "Hill Rovers," an amateur nine, at
the time. "The Red Caps," said Guerin, "was EE& team in those days. I remember
some of the players. 'Slim Jim' Ahern, related to Ahern the policemen, was one
of the pitchers. Mike Burkmen (better look up spelling) was the catcher., Joe
Werrick, who developed with the 'Red Caps' and played in the big league later,
was snother member of that famous old St. Paul nine. He is still living, I
think. A big league olub played an exhibition geme with the 'Red Caps,' on one
occasion, et the West Side park, and though the big leaguers won, the 'Red Caps,’
on-one-06088ion,. .at-the.Nest-Side park, “wid  though “the big Yedfuers-won; the
\ledbeps' were not disgreced. The Chicago National League team I think it was,"
Joe Werrick, who lives in an apartment on West Fifth street, is eighty-three
years old. With the warning that his memory slips et times he mentioned the
nemes of several old 'Red Caep' players - "Mack," (McClellan), who pleyed short
stop, "Secotty" (Scott, the "horaeahoe;), who played center field, "Slim Jim"

Den Ahern, pitcher, end Bill Barnes, catcher. Of these, McClellen went to
Brooklyn. He himself went to Louisville, when it was in the old National

League. His position was second base or short stop, it didn't meke eny dif=-

ference which, —When the 'Red Caps! started out, the boys were just strong amateurs,"
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fight between Dick Bell and Dick 0'Connor causes the following classical lines to
spring up into St.Faul's political atmospheres
*“here was wantz two cats in Kelkenny;
Alch thawt there was one cat too many,
S0 they scratched and they bit,
And they fought and they fit,
Until except their nails,

And the tips of thelr talls,
Instead of two cats there wahnt enny.' %

However, one was td remain, to wield for several decades a mighty
influence in political battles, indeed to hold within the hollow of his hand the
local destinies of the Democratie party - the Dick O'Connor who welded together

a formidable machine,

Political battles would 111 & separate volume., The Republicans triumphe

ed in the senatorial race of 1887, in the dlevation to the United States senate
of Cushmen :1logg Davis, & man of drilliant attainments., Besides being author
of several books, Senator Davis had long been known as an orator of umisual
eloguence,

Among the important legislation enacted that year was the act affecting
the liquor traffie, which established high 1icense, common garrlers and elections .
Iwo years later the Leglslature enacted, for cities of ten thousand or over, the
Australian electoral law, Another interesting ewent occurred on Sepiember 27, 1888,
when, in recognigion of his notable activities in the Catholie church, Bishop John

Ireland became an archbishop.
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Mr/ Werrick sald, " but by and by the amateurs'were weeded out for professionals,
The fans turned out pretty well at the old West Bide grounds. The 'Red Caps' cove
ered quite a period , but the outfit was professionsl when I played with 1t."
[T'From an Interview with Joe Werrick, April 29.194%;7

Joe Werrick is small of stature, yet straight as an arro‘xdepsite his age,
and his general appearance still suggests the athleté:

A few scores of games in which the first "Red Caps" figured may not be
uninteresting. In a contest referred to by the Gagette, August 11,1875, as a
championship ball game, the result was = St,Paul Red Caps 32, Metropolitans 11,

which rather suggests a football games On October 19th, the same year, the "Red Caps"

@cfeated the Winona Clippers, by a score of 8 to 7, as reported by the Gagette

of Cctober 20the On at&ust 8,1876, Oshkosh was defeated by the "Red Caps" = 10 to 1.
and the Hastings Crescents, by 19 to 4, as recorded by the Minneapolis Tribune
of August 14th and 18th , respectively. It was in ﬁhe #ighties, however, that the
¥ Red Caps" were at their best professionally,
In the "stove lesgue" reminiscenses of oldtimers, when early diamond
statistics are touched upon, the '"Red Caps' 1ive again,
Paul Iight, In his column "So Whatl of the Ploneer Preséy referring
to early baseball in St.Panl, wrote on April 14,1942, "Mrs.Jennie Turner, 1391
Wynne Ave., who at 76 still qualifies as one of St.Paul's most ardent baseball
fans, mentioned a few days ago that her all-time baseball hero was Jack Crooks
who playea shortstop for the Saints back about 1886,
iX. Fo Lott, ploneer SteParilite who now lives at Bald Ragle, tells
oy-wholn tAe Fivstyor/way [ecomative waed /p Minnesota was named These hley brook:
me Jack Crooks was a-son of William crookss«a graduate of West Polut, came to
St.Paul as chlef engineer of the St.Paul and Pacific which became the “reat
Northern. He was a colonel in the Civil Wd\ and after returning to S5t.Paul,
served in the legislature both as representative and as senator,
" The family lived at Broadway and Ninth. Mr.Lott went to school

with Jack and several other sons of William Crooks., 'Baseball! he says, 'was less

& commercial enterprise in those days. The St.Paul baseball team was really made up
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of St.Pavl lads. J. e wiirick and all the others were home town boys,! *

"k, F, Lott, by the way, i1s probably the oldest living former carrier
of the Dispatch, He had a route in Lower Town 70 years ago. His fether was a
pertner of Mayor Bob Smith in the real estate business and old-time plats of the
city still carry the words 'Smith and Lott addition'.
"Mis uncle was the first governor of the San Francisco mint, Later
President Buchanan sent him to Mexico as consul at the port of Acapulco, He

dled there and President Lincoln appointed K. F. Lott's father to succeed him. "
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On the morning of April 10,1889, a notice advising that from and after
April 1l4th wages would be reduced, was posted in all the street car barns of
Minneapolis, An "iron-clad" agreeriant that they would not Jjoim or belong to aay
labor organization was required of employees, and this precipitated 2 walkout,

Efforts by the company to run cars proved unavalling and resulted in minop
disorders, but on the abandonment of such attempts a proposal for arbitration was
published by the strikers' exscutive committee, A refusal to arbgtrate, however,
came from Horace Lowry,

Confronted with the same reduction in wages and the same "iron-clad® ,
which cancelled the prevailing scasle received by drivers, 15 cents an heur for the
first six months , 16 cents for the second period of months, and 17 cents theree
after, St.Paul employees held a mass meeting at labor headquarters, which were then
located at 70 Eagt Seventh street,

St.Paul, although less affected than Minneapolis, since loeal employes
had no contract with the company and no conductors were employed except on the Seldby
cable line, whereas Minneapolis employes had a contract the provisions of which did
not sexpire until May 13, 1889, nevertheless was aroused. A committee from Minnea~
Polls was present at the meeting and reported the action taken in that ecity, whereupon

the union dectded to refer the matter to the Knlghts of Mabor District executive board,

This board visited Mr.Lowry, but he declined to make any concessions, ﬁkerofora over

300 drivers and barnmen quit work on 4April 11th,

At 6 P.M. on that date it was sald that "not a street car wheel was turne
ing on the 52 miles of tracke. " The cable 1ine men, however, accepted the reduction
" and worked right along,"

Eva Gay, in her book " A Tale of the Twin Citiss,” which was published
&n 1889 by Thomas A, Clark & Company, also states that the company posted the fole
lowing notice in all of the barns " late that Friday evening:®

"St.Paul City Railway Company, April 12,1889,
Specéial Novice No. 213.
hny employes who have fuit work today, and desire to return, can do so

by Monday,April 15; but any who do not care to avall themselves of this privilege
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will call for their time and cash-in their boxes by the above date.
A. L. Scott, Superintendent."

From the company's standpoint, however, this notice falled of its
desired effect. So intolerable was the situation that the city declided to do
something about it. The council met on April 16, to consider and take action
on the following petition: " "WE the undérstgnod citigens of St.Paul urge the
city council to . . . compel the street rallway company to operate its lines at
once, or since the company has an exclusive franchise, to force a forfeiture of the
same, and let the city control the street railway itse!f, "

Approximately 10,000 names were attached to the petition, The action
taken by the council was to formulate a set of resolutions on its own account, the
first of which read! "Whereas, The St.Paul City Railway has falled and neglected

to furnish the general public of said city with its usual transportation facilities

for‘ﬁbveral days « . » by falling and neglecting to run its horse cars ( so-called)

upon, over and along the different routes in sald city, upon which it has establisghed
tracks, without reasonable excuse for such neglect now therefore, be it

"Resolved, That the proper city authorities be, and they are hereby
authorized and directed that, unless sald aforesald city rallway company shall,
within three days after t1s date cause their sald lines of rallway to be fully
operated, to forthwith cause such proceedings to be instituted and prosecuted to
the end thereof that the charter, under and by virtue of which sald company are
now transacting business in sald city under their said name and franchise shall
be declared forfeited, annulled and forever vold."

Quite in keeping with the spirit of the petition, an alderman from
the 6th ward presented the following drastie resolutiont

"Whereas, The St.Paul City Rallway Company is not furnishing proper
and sufficient service on its lines in the 6th ward, and

Whereas, The sald tracks of the said St.Paul City Railway Company
have never been accepted by the company, as provided by ordinance; there be it

Resolved, That the clty engineer be and is hereby instructed to cause
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all of sald tracks in the 6th ward to be taken up and removed out of the streets
in said ward within ten days after the passage and approval of this resolution."

This resolution passed. Just a few hours prior to the council's
action, the matter of the franchise had been under consideration by the state
legislature, and Representative Gebhard Willrich, secretary of the Ramsey del=
egat ion, introduced a bill in the house which, after acrimonius dehate, passed.
While the friends of the bill were awalting action by the senate, the council took
occasion to commend heartily the action of the house of representatives which repeal=
ed & speclal act already on the statute books, an ordinance giving the stree rail-
way company exclusive control over St.Paul's streets, and at the same time "ur

gently requested the senators from this country to . . . secure the passage of

K 9/

i CaT e

said repealing act by the éoﬂato\as soon as possible,"

When the Minneapolis council met, a few days following the session
of the St.Paul council, it adopted a contrary course, although it did pass a
resolution "providing for the forfelture of the franchise if the rallway company
falled to run its cars by noon of Monday, April 22, " The mayor, however,
returned it to the council unsigned, and when it was again voted on it lacked
the two—t?irda vote necessary to make it law,
ﬁfli#‘b6tﬂ'cities the company attempted to run cars, but was unsuccess=
ful. Although only & week had elapsed since the beginning of the strike ,serious
disturbances broke out in Minneapolis. On Riverside Ave, two cars were tipped over,
and the police had to be reinforced to cope with an angry crowd, finding it neces-
sary to use their clubse

In St.Paul, while there was no major disturbance, cars, which began
running on April 18, were well protected from possible harm. " Escorted by an
imposing array of police and railway officials," as Eva Gay expressed it, " in
the saintly clty several cars were run each day. A large number of drivers were

imported from other places. The citigens walked or patronized the bus line oper-

ated by the strikers. The new drivers seemed to tire of thelr work and desertions
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were frequent. ‘here were few disturbances, and the large police force had but
1ittle work to do,"

The bill which would have repealed the act validating the city ore
dinance granting a franchige to the St.Paul street raillway company, was duly
defeated in the senate, 26 to 8; as a consequence the strike in St.Paul was
declared off, the men returning to work at the new scale of wages although not
obliged to sign the "ironclad", The strike in Minneapolis, on the contrary, was
not called off, some of the men going back to work, others remaining out, But,
after a week or two, the street car company was again able to offer uninterrupted

service, and the strike in both cities was over,
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The St.Paul Fire Department of the eighties, although vastly im=-
proved in efficlency over the old Volunteer brigasde of the decade before,
found 1t hard to cope with its large asslgnments. On March 7,1880, the
Auerbach, Finch & Culbertson fire, while less spectacular than some had been ,
exceeded in property loss all previous records, It was St.Paul's first million
dollar balze. Despite all possible efforts at salvage , the total loss reached
that figure. *his high loss was sustained because the building, which was five
stories in height and occupled a frontage of 145 feet on Jackson street and 110
on Fourth street, was packed from basement to fourth floor with drygoods and mere
chandise,

Requiring the attendance of the department for twenty~four hours, aad
additionsl apparatus from Minneapolis, which was rushed by special car provided by
the St.,Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railroad, the conflagration seriously

threatened the old Merchants Hotel, The latter, however, although separated by

b
nothing more than a delapidated frame building, escaped. Uniting efforts of the

department, supplemented by & donkey pump and line of hose which kept it well sat=
urated, accomplished the seeming miracle.

The next major fire occurred in August of that year, It embraced the waree
house of Averill, Russell & Carpenter, and the establishment of P. H. Kelly &
Company, wholesale grocers, located in the block at Sibley and Third gtreets, and
the loss aggregated $ 667,000 -- a loss borne Jointly by the two principals and the
owners of a number of adjoining properties,

In the State Capitol blaze the following year, no lives were lost,
fortunately, although there were narrow escapes, and the State Treasufy. which
held in trust funds some $ 2,000,000, as well as valuable records, was protected
by fireproof vaults., Many library books were thrown out of the windows,anddso
saved,

The Minnesota Historical Society, on that occasion, was fortunate,

Located in the basement of the Capitol, its valuable contents were for the most
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part removed to the Universalist church, which was near by._before the flameg reached
1t.

The first death of a fireman in a St.Paul fire occurred in August, 1882.

While in the performance of his duty Fred Guion died, and his wildowy sccording

to A, J. Muller, author of the History of the Police and Fire Departments of the

Twin Cities, received from the city $200 " in lieu of all future claims."

t is surprising that the records do not reveal the details of this tragedy.
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Probebly no more spegstacular conflagration ever took place in St.Paul
than the destruction of the Ryan Drug House. Burning chemicals, and storaged linseed
and lard oll combined to produce effects extravagantly brilliant and peculiar.
It 1s saild that no less than ten thousand persons looked on, enthralled, wHile in
this magnificent but terrifying spectacle they watched window gliss shrivel into
minute balls, and strange chemical combinat ions work bilzarre wonderss It 1s also
stated that the rubber coats of firemen melted, and that water, paured into the
"lurid pit® by t&%a. underwent a welrd transformetion; even before it reached the
fire it was steam, A

Occurring in January.1886, thls Ryan ﬁrug House fire was the foree
runner, all within a short space of time, of four great conflagrations, With a loss
of twenty-five cars the St.Paul Street'Railway's barns were burned, on>robruary 10th.
It is pleasant to chronicle that the horses were all saved. In February, too, the
Mannheimer block, at the corner of Third and Minnesota streets, caught fire, a loss
of $96,304 resulting. Next in order was the Sherman block, at Sigth and Wabasha,
and the flames communicating with three neighborhood bulldings, caused damage to
the extent of $ 28,630,

One of the firemen, Peter Okerman, lost his 1life in the Sherman
block blaze, by a fall down &n.elevator shaft,
The worst fire during 1887 was confined to the wholesale district,

when the Burbank Clothing Oompany's factory was destroyed. The year 15;8 WAS COm=
paratively free from disasters of this nature, but in the early wees of 1899, large
fires again reached epldemic proportions - four in rapld succession, The offlices of
the Chicago, St.Paul, Minneapolis Rallway Company were first to suffer, on Jamuary
18th, loss § 22,000.00 Three days later, the Pavidson Yrand Opera House, leading
theatre of St.Paui. burst into flame. Although fire was discovered under the stage
at seven o'clack in morning the best efforks of the firefighters proved unavailing,
the bﬁilding was gutted. The very next day the Berrisford Building, at Bifth

and Minnesota streets, went up in smoke, and in this case the loss was $ 40,000.
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A two month's respite from disastreus fires followed, but in March the
stockyards of the Van Hoven Meat & Provision Company, on Stewart Ave. near

Victoria street met destruction, Lack of water nullified the work of the departe

ment in this case, inasmuch as only one stream could be directed at the blasze

through an inadequate supply of hose. Novertheleas. even though this hose

had to be stretched to a pond, it d%d menage to accomplish one good result; the stream
saved from destruction 300 sheep and the office bullding of the plant, However,
$30,000 worth of property was destroyed,

By actual test, the department, despite its inadequacies, had performed
faithful service, and when on Septembar 5th, 1889, the mayor of Winona telegraphed
a request for assistanco in fighting a fire which, according to him, threatened

Py L/ 4 : L
th; éﬁtir:)ci;;. kke iépligéyébmﬁiiment was appreciated;&po.l of the St.Paul
department, it 1s of record, rendered on this occasion valuable assistance.

Eager to improve the fire-fighting capacity of the department two fire
wardens were appointed by act of the legislature that year, The Board of Fire
Commissioners were to direct and control their activities. While the year before,
construct ion was limited to an addition to Engine House No.2, for the purpose of
housing a new water-tower, which, it was confidently expected, would revolutione
ize fire fighting, the improvement now.was more far reaching, Under this new
system of inspection by the Board of Fire Commissioners St.Paul wgs divided into
two fire districts, with the result that small fires decreaged.

Several years elapsed without straln to the fire equipment, xhan. on Nove
17,1891, the St.Paul wholesale district was the scene of a great fire which involved
two bulldings - Griggs, Cooper & Co., grocers, and Farwell, QOzmun, Kirk & Co.,
hardware., These ad joining establishments, each five stories high, were on lower
Third street. Despite the best efforts of the St.Paul department, and assistance
from that of Minneapolis, both wholesale houses were totally destroyed,

Since there were many narrow escapes and no loss of life occurred at

the fire itself, the department had hardly taken note of its good fortune in that
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respect when ten men were killed by a falling wall while at work in the rulns two
weeks later. Another fatality, the result &lso of an accldent, marked 1892. Hastening
to a blaze in an Eagle street storage house, Captaln John Conroy suddenly saw, di-
rectly in his path, a small child who in play darted out into the street.

By & mlghty effort he managed to avold the child but his vehicle overturned and in
the crash he received a severe injury, from which he died on October 2nd, The

History of the Police and Fire Departments of the Twin Clties, appropriately observes

that his deed was " no less herole, if less spectacular than if he had carried the
child to safety through smoke and flame, "

[:iﬁistorx of the Poliee and Fire Departments of the Twin Cities, by Muller, A. J. ,

Am, Land and Title Assoclation, St.Paul & Minneapolis, 1899,p.225 J.

Lieutenant Michael Cloonan, of Engine Co., No.8, was a fatality the
following year. At a fire which enveloped the Dyer Bros, Music House, he fell from
the top of a high extension ladier, overcome by smoke, head forward to the ground, a
distance of seventy feet, Holding the hose nozzle close to the devastating flames,he
had held grimly to his post until unconscious,

At this fire Captain Strapp nearly lost his 1ife in the same way, and
near the same spot. He had strength enough to gasp, however, that he was falling,
and the man next below him on the ladder, who chanced to be his brother John,
caught and held him until both recelved assistance, Later, Jerry Strapp became

fire chief, succeeding Chief Jackson.

awith as slender a margin of escape as that of Jerry Strapp, Lieutenant

John Murphy, falling in much the same manner as Cloonan, was deflected by an
open window and dropped into the building. Luckily before suffocating flames could
reach him, he was rescued by Chief Jackson and a number of other firemen.

Put to the test by a total of 722 alarms in 1894, which was 117 more
than in the preceding year, the department neverthelwss acquitted itself creditably,
and the fact that the total fire loss for the year was less by $325,000, was halled

as strlking proof of the rising efficlency of the department, Although hard times
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forced the Board of Fire Commissioners to curtall department costs, which meant
reduced salaries for consclentious and underpaild men, no impairment to the service
resulted. And when it is taken into consideration that the St.Paul apparatus
responded to rhguestsj from points as far away 2s Duluth and Superior, as well
as urgent calls from Minneapolis, as happened in 1891, its steady growth
is at once apparent,

A humorous incident having to do with fire alarm boxes of that day

{s told by George Vincent Guerin. Mr.Guerin is the only living son of the early

gettler, Vgtal Guerin., Louis Liverpool, the ecé@entric negro character, was at the

Summlt Avenue "lookout", which commands an extensive view of the Seventh
Avenue district, when he happened to see, in the vicinity of Schmidt's Brewery,
a2 building in flames.

Now 1t was the duty of some person in the neighborhood where a fire
was dlscovered to turn in the alarm, dbut Louls Liverpool, not familiar «ith new
regulations governing fires, went to the box nearest him, As a result the fire
department went to the "lookout",at Summit and Western Avenues, which was a long
distance from the fire. When the chief drove up and asked where the fire was, and
Louls pointed to the remote location, the chief demanded, "What reason have you got
for using thls fire alarm box," Louls was indignant,' Guerin says. " Lookie here,
Mr.Fire Chief ",blustered Liverpool," It's my business to turn in the alarm when
'ah'! sees a fire and'ah' conceives it to be your buslness to go to 1it,"
[T Interview of Geo,V. Guerin, April 8.194§7;

Louis Liverpool enjoyed a degree of fame as a local boxer, He used
to do consider:ble boxing at Number 9 Fire Engine house, which was next door
to his home. It is sald he taught Danny Needham how to box, and Needham became
one of St.Paul's best professionals, In one of John L. Sullivan's visits
to St.Paul, the champion's manager offered $500 to any man whom he falled to
knockout in four rounds and Louls Liverpool, probably egged on by his firemen friends
at No.9, accepted the challenge. Market Hall was the scene of the conflict. Agalnst

the mighty John L. Louis Liverpool lasted considerably leas than a round. When revi=
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ved , he kept asking over and over agaln, " Where is J? ®

Bany stories are told of Louls Liverpool. Following many pursuits
(‘such as peddler, lottery and policy ticket seller, fireman, policeman, jallor,

and expressman = proprietor of the Colored Express Company, and what not )

Liverpool had many odd experiences, He always boasted that Louis W. Hill, son of

the Empire Bullder, was a particular friend of his. It 1s saild when the phaeton, which

had been in the Hill family for years became outdated, Liverpool fell heir to it.
This acquisition so pleased Liverpool that he reserved a place for it in his

back yard where it easily could be seen by his nelghborse Then each Sunday he would

appear in Prince Albert and high nlgi?hat s and so accoutred hitch up the horse and

assisting Mrs. Liverpool into the phaeton, with a prideful flourish set out for
church., During workdays he was sole owner of the "Colored Express Company." which
firm name was painted in large letters on each side of his dray, and from the high

driver's seat this man of ample proportions would salute his friends and acqusint-
ences with a cheery if stentorian "Hello,boss."

As special policeman at Lexlington Baseball Park, Liverpool patrolled the
heights above the southern wall, His duties consisted largely of keeping boys
from climbing over the fence or seeking admittance by other devious means, and in
the performance of his duties no special policeman could have surpassed his dige
nified galt or won a more highly polished star.

Whenever there was a director's meeting of the Great Northern Railroad
‘Liverpool was instinctively present, Stories are told of ceftain proceedings
in which the directors, for a diversion, would relax from their labors long
enough to introduce & new order of business in which by premeditation Liverpool
figured. On one occasion, as soon as the door opened and the latter entered, Louis
W. Hill motioned him to a seat, and turning to his fellow directors, demandeds
"Lot's see, what's that new order of business to donate to Mr.Louis Liverpool
the sum of five dollars for = " He was interrupted at this point by his colleagues
many of then objecting stremnuously to the donation , and stating impressive reasons

for their objections, but after they had had their relaxation, Louls Hill presented
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Liverpool with a five dollar bill in accordance with a mysterious vote of the
directoratel

Three of Louls Liverpool's friends, Joseph T. Harris, A, B. White, and
John M.Culver, firemen at Engine House No,9, and John F. Skorcszewski, a neighbor
across the alley from the former Liverpooi residence , who lives at 206 Thomas street,
St.Paul, all contemporaries , who are responsiblé for the foregoing Liverpnol stories,
can tell many others concerning the many sided Louls, for all of which they vouch.
Louis Liverpool died in 1926, they state.

Whatever happened to the old phaeton would be another story, and

perhaps Louls W.Hill knows that one, As for the Hill empire its growth was
8t111l remarkable, Under James J.H111's leadership a modest railroad mucleus had
been steadily bullt up and expanded and when 1t bacame, in 1890, the Great
Northern Rallway system, it was still capable of attaining new heights of develop=
ment. Hill's successes benefited Minneapolis as well as St.Paul, and he wqgs pleased
at this, for it was always his bellef that time would unite the unfriendly twins
intc one elty.

Street rallway development in St.Paul could not be called speedy,
Although new 1ines were added at intervals it was not until 1887 that horsedrawn
vehicles became obsolete in this city and cable~cars were installed to meet
growing traffic needs. Cable=cars, in turn, capltulated tn electric cars
in 1890, Fufﬁtgr development of street rallways will be traced in a subsequent
chapter,

The race in population, which St.Paul had lost to Minneapolis, is shown

X
in th \ipllowing figures = from the Minneapolis Tribune, Aug.16,1885:

MINNEAPOLIS 8T.PAUL

1870~ 13,066 -~= 20,030
“k880=- 46,887 egalott 1 49 R ]
1885-128,200 =--=111,397
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However, St.Paul had died hard. Folwell, in his History of Minnesota

(vol.3,Minnesota Historical Soclety, St.Paul, 1926,pp. 479=-489), glves concisely

the exciting details. The passage in 1889, of the act by Céngress, which provided

‘ n
for the eleventh census, was the signal for intense activity on the part of both

citles, Organizations were set up to see that every inhabltant was counted =
as many times as possible , and sples were sent between the cities to report on
11legalities. After St.Paul had instigated a group of arrests in Mimneapolis and
feelings had risen to an ugly pitch, Robert B. Porter, superintendent of the Census,
called for a recount. This recount determined that Minneapolis had won the race =
both as to actual population and in the mumber of persons fraudulently added to
rolls. Five lta?ail men-were'dndicted -and 28 indiciments were returned in Minneapolis.
The St.Paul men could not be convicted and in Minneapolis, small fines, which were
raised ambng the citizens, were levied. All of those involved in the scandal were
cleared in the public mind as simply possessing an 0varabundance of eivie spirit,
To that excessive zeal may be éttr}butad. no dount, the puerile sophis=-
tries underlying most imtereity rivalries. However, a battle had fought and lost.
By 1900 it was inersagingzly clear that St.Paul could never regain a numerical
superiority over her upriver rival or indeed make the race even falrly close.
That race was definitely over, But the larger race, on the longer race course
remained, and on that track St.Paul as well as Minnesapolis could find abundant
space and, taking stock of past errors, with fresh wisdom and tolerance approach

maturity. Twins have done this before.
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