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CITY ERA OF luJAT EXPANSION CHAPTER H8

By steering "the scattered rills of capital into centbral

reservoirs at Philadelphia and New York, and in expanding the factory

system to supply the needs of the armies," capitalism had gained "its

irst clear view of the Promised Land, The bankers had come into control
of the liquid wealth of the nation, and the industrialists had learmed
to use the machine for production; the time was ripe for exploitation
4-
on a scale undreamed-of a generation before,"

To the impatient of a generation progress necessarily seems
slow enough at best, yet much had been accomplished. "Up till then the
potential resources of the continent had not even been surveyed, Earlier
pioneers had only scratched the surface -- felling trees, making crops,
building pigmy watermills, smelting a little irone. Mineral wealth had
been scarcely touched, Tools had been lacking to develop it, capital had

Se
been lacking, technical methods lacking, markets lacking."

It is a bit difficult for a person used to all modern con=
veniences to visualize the scene, unless through the eyes of the cinema.

"In all this immense territory were only scattered settlements =- at Denver,
Salt Lake City, Portland, Seattle, and elsewhere == tiny outposts in the
wilderness, with scattered hamlets, mining camps, and isolated homesteads

st in the great expanse., On the prairies, from Mexico to Canada =~ across
which rumbled great herds of buffalo =- roved powerful tribes of hostile
Indians who fretted against the forward thrust of settlement and disputed
the right of possession. The urgent business of the times was the sub=- G
duing of this wild region, wresting it from Indians and buffalo and wilderness."

In the accomplishment of the all important purpose products

from many states were gleaned, "The coal and oil of Pennsylvania, and Ohic,

the copper and iron ore of upper Michigen, the gold and silver, lumber end

Pisheries of the Pacific Coast, provided limitless raw materials for the
Te
rising industrialisme”
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" Amendment some work had been done between Mendota and Shakopee, but the enterprise
cellapsed befere any part of the line could be completed. In 1864, however, the

company was revived under the name of the Minnesota Valley Railread Cempany. This

line reached Belle Plaine in November 1866, but it was net until 1872 that it ar-

rived at Sioux City--the same year that the St. Paul and Chicage Rallread was cem-

/

/
pleted to La Crescent on the Wisconsin berder. &

° Thus, despite the many deterents, railread mileage in the state mounted
[l higher each year, until by 1869 there were .750 miles in operation and St. Paul had
been breught within 30 heurs ef Chicage.
 As the railreads expanded, river traffic declined. From a total of 910
? steamers in the Mississippi river trade on August 24, 1869, it shrank in the sev-
'enties teo a driblet, made up in the main of picmic excursions and general outings.
With the rise of the railreads transportatien lost much of its glamour.
No—lenger-was heard rumble and grean of the Red River ex-carts, and the sengs ef
the gar couriers des bois and bois brules who dreve thems: gone was the pony mail

carriers, and the stagedriver speuting picturesque oaths around a cud ef Battle-

Ax plug: even the covered-wagon emigrants were almost as scarce now as river pilots.




"“"he Milwaukee (a steamboat) arrived yesterday mornimg, having on board twe hun-

f,‘dred and fifty Norwegiane . . . Most ef them are practical farmers . . . and 'have
| w

3 got money' . . . real, hard, glittering gold pieces . . . " | P:“and D#; June 30, 136£}y
1 infiltration
The Scandinavian fn‘inxhgeant much to St. Paul, -¢f-counse, then and

Although the era of presperity had at last materialized, it was not
as sensational as the pre-war stage of develeopment, for St. Paul had now grown
out of its mere primitive days.
"Seldiers have returned from the Civil VWar," read newspaper annals of

the day, "They are needed on the farms," . + "We leam with pleasure that our EXE
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E Daily Pioneer, Mar. 5, '65‘) .

estecmed friend and fellow citizemn, J. J. Hill &8sq., has been avpointed

A

General Freight and Ticket Agent *** of the Northwestern Packet Company. U”&L
This is an impertant and respensible positien, and we congratulate friend "
Hill upon his appointment, and the cempany upon their selection. Mr. Hill

is well known in this city and throughout the Btate, as an active, thetough-
going business man, and enjoys the confidence of the business community to

en eminent degree," . . . "*he well kmown and popular landlerd of the Mer-

chants®' Hotel, Mr. J. J. Shaw, has purchased that property, both building and g

ground, of Judge Spear and Borup and Oakes, the consideration therefor being

fifty-five thousand dollars," . . . "Messrs. Berup & Champlain yeete rday shivpped
for Montreal nineteen tons of Buffale rebes * * * forwarded by the Hudsen Bay

Daily Press, May 16, 1865:
Company, * * * by the steamer McLellan." [Daily Press, Sept. 15, 1865-}-

41}; Shertly after the clese of the EX¥IIXNKE war, the vpassing ef a prominent
‘.citizen was recerded’ "We deeply regret to anneunce the decease last evening * * *
of Lyman Llayten, Esq., one of our oldest and most respected citizens. Mr. Dayton
was one of the founders of St. Paul, having settled here in 1848 er 1849. * * *

his estate covers one of the most beautiful vortions of the city." Daily Press,
Nov. 28, 1865].

In November 1865, the steady rise in population called forth this boast:
"By the cénsus returns it will be seen that the vopulation of St. faul, en the

firet day of June, 1865, was 13,012, mearly three times that of any ether city

in the state." Daily Press, Nov. 28, 1865 x.
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Accerding to McClung's St. Paul Directory and Statistical Record .

the number of each natienality in St. Paul in 1865, was!

American--from various States......... 3509

British Isles:
Irish..... . *ssstconvnone s 2878

Engli’h....'-o.'l'.'.'.'l"". 492

Scotch..".’l.a.Dl....l.....'. 81
S,

Welcheosvioecossase -:ﬂh

GeOrMaN.cvevsvosocrssororsssssassse
PPUBBLAN . covssovsbaassssienioe
Fronchececrcceeccrsossscancrscovensnrssns
Canadiang..csoevesvsssescsccssssoscsnns
Scandinavian'
SwedeS.csesccssossssccsnssens
NorweglansS .ccesosectocscscans
DANGB.: -. - .. ccrccssvsesiesces
Negroese..ccsscecccsccscasans
Bohemians..oocisoesesaarsonree o2
Hollanders. .. cecoesrvonsnssce 10
ItalianB..coeceevsvccssacecess 8
Hungariansd.cscseesccesessssss 12

Nationals (less than five)......... “1575
1679

ROER Y i s wlienisinss 12,976
Note? Jews-=100 included in above table.

kﬂMcCIung 8 St. Paul Directory and Statistical Record, 1866, p. 275‘

These figures, as summarized, tally with those ef the U. S Census of

June, 1865.




ST. PAUL, THE CITY Chapter IX

The number of nationals in the city in the same year, frem each State,

/
(/ [ te quote McClung's, is thus summarized:

Ne' Iork .oh..-b--o...o‘-c.o-.o-962

Pennsylvania. .ccceesavvenrseneesD3?
ONIB s v sassssnsnsisos isansssionaddl
MassachugssetBs ..c-r1cesccscsee 220
VOrMORE i v osnscinni sosnssnssacrsniB

CORBOORIeab . o ov oo vis ot vsnmsanssdOB
New Hampshire...cceo-. cecessees 99
1678 B IO i I N N e B 7
Naryland.conecesvesicessoiins oo 66
L L T R e e
53

Kantuoky.eeeecevaescsassrsncesss DO
) B L TR L S P I S T e L )
New Jersey o . 45
s [ 5 B U O oo 30
Wisconsin..... R e s O ey 28
District of Columbia......0.0.00 16
DOIAWAY G, cveosoearsons 15
Tennessee e+ +ssseseses 13
s e S P R T B S SO - AL |
e e

BOPER i are) ANA s as dissaicunsinsee T
ALESURNR . v hvi 00 s snnasis s ine war -
3507

In this table, states contridbuting less than 5 persons, are omitted.
[McClung's Directory, published 1866, June 1865 census, p. 2751.

The Jewish race is represented in this tabulatien, alse, by 100 perseons.
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Barly cultural groups, as listed in Rice and Bell's First Annual

Directory of St. Paul, 1869-1870, were the following:

Dramatic, Literary and Musical Deutscher Verein (UGerman Literary Seciety)
meets in Athenaeum, 73 Exchange street, once a month. A vart of this Bociety has
formed a Singing Club and meet Tuesday and Friday evenings at (Brewn's Block) 341
Third street.

Amateur Dramatic Club (German).

St. Paul Musical Seciety.

Cheral Union Vocal Society.

Church Organists.

Great Westerm Band.

Cathedral Brass Band.

Young Men's Catholic Literary Associatien (Benevolent, Literary and
Religious) meets once a month.

St. Paul Library Associatien.

Minneseta State Sabbath School Associatien.

Patrons of Husbandry. State Grange meets annually.

North Star Grange, No. 1 (St. Panl) meets first and th;rd Saturdays
of each month.

Ramsey County Agricultural Society.

[ Rice and Bell's First Directory of St. Paul 1869-70, b. 27%1.
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[

CULTURAL GROUPS

://-/ Occupatisns in the cultural greups, as listed in the Eighth U. S. Cen-
e sus, were as follows:®
ACLOTB v i+ o i iinsiaciB
Artists...ici00000..26
Architects.
Clergymen.....
Editors....
Musicians
Music sellers
Music teachers......27
Newsmen........c.00. .4
Physicians.........250
Professers.

Publishers...........9
studentg..‘.....lt.les

SUrEOMRB « - - -1 civease .2

Teachers....ceee...647

[ Source: Eighth United States Census, 18651 Vol. 1, p. 26%} . (Al

It is of more than nassing interest te note the substantial business
increases in pest-war St. Paul. Some commercial houses, established in the
period between 1848 and 1865, were mot only flourishing then but still exist
today. Certain business streets of that day have passed out of the picture
completely--Bench street; for instance, St. Charles and Fort streets have
leng since been renamed.

However, the picture itself included the fellowing firms, all founded

within the peried indicated’ McGill-Warner Co., printing and publishing;
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St. Paul Chamber of Commerce

Orgenized January 10, 1867, to promote the commercial, mercantile and
manufacturing interests of the city the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce included,
teo, the inculcating "of just and eguitsble vrinciples ef trade." Alsc it set
itself to "establish and maintain uniformity in the commercial usages of the

city, to acquire, preserve and disseminaste valuable business information”--

commendable purveses all. ’ Rice and Bell's First Annual Directory of St.

Paul, 1869-187{] .
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Yoerg Erewing Co., first brewery in the city’ St. Paul Book & Statienery Co.,
First National Bank( which started as Parker Paines Fank) one of the largest
banking firms in the Northwesti St. Paul Fire & Marine Insurance Co., f rst

insurance comnany in Minnesotai: R. C. Dun, now Dun and Bradstreet, financial

ratingsi E. Albrecht, now Albrecht & Son, oldest 5t. Paul furrieri St. Paul

Gas and Light Co., now Northern States Power Co., Ogden, Merrill & Greer, now
Merrill, Greer & Chapman Co., crockerys D. W. Ingersoll Compnany, now Field,
Schlick & Co., department st rei: Andrew Schoch Company, grocers: Cheritree
Farwell, now Farwell, Ozmun, Kirk & Co., one of the larzest wholesale hardware
supnly houses in the United Statesi Adam Decker Hardware Co., hardware dealers;
George Benz & Sons, now George Benz Co., one of Minnesota's largest liquor
rectifying companiesi Msghle & Sutmar, now Mahle Auto Body Co., aute repairingi
Drewry & Sons Co., soft drink manufacturers: McCarthy Well Co., well drillersi
John Hancock Life Insurance Co., life insurancei W. J. Dyer & Bros., Inc.,
distributors of pisnos and musical instrumentsi Theodore Hamm Brewing Co., one
of the country's largest breweries: ZAIXNXIEFINYX MarsBall Bros., now Nicols,
Dean & Gregg, the oldest manufacturers of hardware in the Northwest, Mitsch
Heck, auto revairs; and P. R. L. Hardenbergh & Co., f rmerly in the harness equin-

ment snd aute supply business, but at present wholesale unholsteringz sunnlies.




Despite the lack of tools, meagre capital, undeveloped
technical methods, and necessarily limited markets, much had
been accomplished. A fast growing city needed many things,

and must go outside to obtain them.




In the accomplishmant of the all important purpose, products
from many states were gleaned. "The coal and oil of Pennsylvania
and Ohio, the copper and iron ore of upper Michigan, the gold

-

and silver, lumber and fisheries of the Pacific Coast, provided

limitless raw materials for the rising industrialism."

Ross, Edward Alsworth. Changing America, p. B?
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Quite as necessary as the nroducts themselves was the means of

)
i L - e ———— s o
them on their way." BNe*ISWANCE 01 vhe rails' nag one
her heir we

transportation to "get

i1l%

most interesting-ehgplte]

-

for homesteads dec ed _the ] neer of January 22, 1867,

\
"has continued unabited during the winter months,--something never hefore ‘mown

...During the patt ﬁ)nth 117 homesteads (embracing 15,374 acres) were taken for actual

settlement." Of thel\type of newcomers it said "The class of settlers is very good,
and they will fadd gredtly to the productive wealth of Minnesota. Qui a number are

Swedes and Norwegians who, through the information extended them

countryman,

nublication to

say, in April,

brought about two hundred into our city. When the river ovens,

% . \i&
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civil engine

il

Difficulties, involvin

had to be obviated

meet another need--a bridge between Ramsey and Hennepin

was explained, "is o> accommodate the

circuitous

anda

the point
inneamnolis and the

lis--almost

on June 23rd, in the early

fire department was called upnon to cope
i :

>

resources 0I 5 eréat EQ"lin:Iv&:’.ﬁ‘t. ”T:".C
A

newspaper accounkt, "occurred at

machine she
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THE CITY i L O e

1 £ had } » wthe B s g R w3 +h
car works of the ¢ mpany, their lumber and other store houses, vith
their cont
the Wm. Crooks,

the oldest engine on the road. It was the first locomotive that ever turned a

nesota...1t s bui in 1860, at the Paterson Works and landed

.The driving wheels and tender were saved but we will never

conclusion, however, did not prove to be correct.

51d pioneer locomotive...the first ev brought into the

12.
eing rebuilt, and d-—Me=y—ail88= on May 22, 1869, it was aannounced

Crooks ... would be "put upon the = today Out of the old

construct

material and skeleton a brand-new and very elegant eng

63, and a bonus of $50,000

“r

iven a land-gra 1t by the

that

City Railroad

been planned, but ti panic
Under the Five Million Loan Amendment,

Mend

In 1864, however, the company was revived under the name of the
Minnesota Valley Railroad Company. The line was opened, and by November 16,

it extended to Shgkopees it reached
e November 14, but it was not tmtil 1872 that it arrived at

the same year that the St. Paul and Chicago Railroad was completed to La Cresce
on the Wisconsin border.
the many deterrents, railro

mounted higher each ar, until by 1869 there were 75

St. Paul had been brought within 30 hours of Chicago.

As the railroads expanded, river
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910 stesmers in the Mississippi river trade on Aug. 24, 1869, it shrank in the seven-
ties to a driblet, made up in the main of picnic excursions and general outings.
With the rise of the railroads transportation lost much of its glamour.

No longer was heard rumble and groan of the Red River ox-carts, and the songs of

the gay couriers des bois and bois brules who drove thems gone was the pony mail carrier:

stagedriver spouting picturesque oaths around a cud of Battle-Ax plug;

-
ILS .

overed-wagon emigrants were almost as scarce now as river pilo
T K - . i) °N . - % 5 4
J6w donclusively the\rallreads capfured $he business of“the river Boats 3
\ V4 \ X
i 1 A 3o o\ 4 . . 2 " " ; 1
is shoyn/in strlmjgg i gures. Aﬂt“r the #8ilroad reached Ney Ulm on tiHe ulnﬂ@SOtH
' 4
. \ .

5

/ _ ! ; ¥ = /'\ A A, X
only epAght boats tyaveled uv fhal fivex; usbiallyfnot fgore fhal one a/yeax Almost
/ : i Y ‘

| |

as bgdly affected waj Missigsippi #iraffic. JIt jdeclingd %o such an gxtent that
- 9

‘ . : e sl > 9 L (PN S e i
Mari T%FLD, whegh he Yl itefl St. :aul in ,/.SQJFLa cogmplained pf the\"hidepus trip »

and m?ﬁrued the vqgiﬁhed ;‘mn»“ of Yoatling."
k?VﬁL duping-the-Civil War, though, there had béen good omens for the
ture of gener al busin S she first year of the war, a,local paper com-
mented on Wprepsnations for/building all aover town. Hard times, conflagrations,
bursting pf banks and the & . . .1 to pay generally, arc unable to stop the
a\\\irnwth of ‘the metropmlq of \the Eorthwest.” I
7 L4570 X
Pt ad 5 GhF
Anﬁther reason for optimlsm was cited in the summer of bhamt—years
3,
Mhe Milwaukee (a steamboat) arrived yesterday morning, having on board two hun-
dred and fifty Norwegiens . . . Most of them are practical farmers . . » and 'have
got money' . . . real, hard, glittering gold pieces . . . e
Withtee—olose of“the war and the coming of the-reiiToade —this—fore-
shadowed—era—of Prosperivy nag at—tast mMEY ET ot Ze e

£
i

Although the era of prosperity had at last materialized, it was not
onal as the pre-war stage of developme or St. paul had now grown out

primitive days. Ready cash, in the form of sold iers! pay or government

Jonn T\-Flanagan, Mark Twgin<on the Upper Mississippi - Minnesota

Aigtory, #ol. I7) No."4, Dec." 1936 4+ pp. 370-371.
Pionecr and Democrat -, St. Panl, April

Pioneer and Democrat, June 30, 1861.

3, 1861 - Minnesota Annals.
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indemnity for losses incurred in the Ind;aﬂ uprising, some of it income from

4.
bountiful crops, or wages from wor «bﬂ the railroad, accelerated the trade guage.

seme time, rapid incre#€e in the farm population provided an element of
économic stability the y#lnger settlement had lacked. TForeign and native immig-

cities which served to in-

have returned from the Civil War," read newspaper annals of

the day, "They are needed on the farms . "We learn with pleasure that our
[~

esteemed friend and fellow citizen, J. J. Hill, Esq., has been appointed General

Freight and Ticket Agent * * * of the Northwestern Packet Company. This is an im=-

1

portant and responsible position, and we congratulate friend Hill upon his gppoint-
ment, and the commsny upon their selection. M ; . 3 | éknown in this city

and throughout the State, as an active, thorough-going business man, and enjoys
the confidence of the business community to an eminent degree,". « "The well

6.
known and povular landlord of the Merchants' Hotel, Mr. J. J. Shaw, has purchased

that property, both building and ground, of Judge Spear and Borup end Osgkes, the
il
con sideration therefor being fifty-five thousand dollars 2 . ™Messrs. Borup

& Champlain y shipped for Montreal nineteen tons of Buffslo robes * *

forwarded by the Hudson Bay Company, * * * by the steamer MeLellan."

Shortly a » the close of the war, the passing of a vrominent citizen
O.

was recorded: "We deevly regret to announce the decease last evening * ¥ oaf

Lyman Dayton, Esq., one of our oldest and most respected citizens. Mr. Dayton was

P~

one of the founders of St. Paul, having settled here in 1848 or 1849, * * * his

estate covers one of the most beautiful portions of the city."

4. e o 3l e
AMildred Lucille Hartsough, The Twin Cities as a Metropolitan Market.- University

of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, 1925, p. R
Daily Pioneer, March 5, 1865.
Daily Press, May 16, 1865.
Daily Press, Sept.

Daily Press, Nov.
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In N ovember 1865, the steady rise in prpulation called forth this

K p

9.
boast: "By the census returns it will be seen that the pooulation of St. Paul,
on the first day of June, 1865, was 13,012, nearly three times that of any other
city in the State."

But it was not altogether easy to take on citified ways: the Daily

10.

Press a few days later complained’ "Messrs. Mendenhall and Baldwin are puttdng
down s stone sidewalk by the 8tate DBank on First street.* * * We wish their
example might be followed by business men in other nortions of the town. If

they cannot afford stone, they can at least give us good plank walks, which

would be a great improvement on those now in use, some of which are really

=

dangerous after nightfall."
A visit from 'VU14 Bets,' after a considerable absence, was thus
11.
deseribed: "That venerable femsle known by the euphonious name of '01d Bets'

still lives, the oft repeated report of her demise to the contrary notwith-

standing. She mgde her appearance on our streets yesterday with the dust of the

plains upon her moccasins, looking just as old as she did when the first white man

mede his appearance in these parts. * * * She was warmly greeted by her host of
old friends in St.JP aul, although most of them could scarcely believe their own
-

eyes, and thougﬁt that the little dried up specimen must be a specter from the
other world. * * * It is said that she voted for Bob Smith the first time he
ran for County Treasurer. *** She still adheres, we believe, to the 'time honor-
ed princivles of the Democratic party.'"

That quaint inn, Moffah's Castle, reared its battlements higher
year by year to keep pace with the filling in of the ravine in which it was
,built. With the war at an end and the Indians subdued, 014 Lot could forget his

plan to fit its bastion with ¢@nnon, and become once more a gentle exponent of

9. Daily Press, Nov. 14, 1865.
10. Daily Pioneer, Nov. 18, 1865.
11. Daily Press, Nov. 28, 1863.
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Ltk 5o
the motto stenciled on’ the three~gg;n€ﬂ sign that hung over his door--"Faith,
Hove and Charity."

But he was etill an eccentric, even in a day when individualism
throve. The newspaper boys loved him, for he was always“hﬁod copy," as in
September 1865: "The untiring and invincible Moffat, the proprietor of the
unique structure, on Jackson street, which bears his patronymic, has not yet
ceased his labors. The monument which was erected by his own hands, and which,
like an iceberg, raises but half its proportions above the surface, is not yet
colossal enoy gh for the indomitable Moffat. He is building more messive stone
walls in the rear of the Castle, surrounding entirely the more modest addition

-
|

to the main building, and which is gradually going out of sight.

"What will eventually become of the structure around which he is

. 17 ‘

now building 4 will no doubt remain as deep a mystery as was the fate of the old
frame Temperance House, which, without the slightest inconvenience to the lessee
or guesﬁs, was by insensible degrees transformed into the present extensive and
by no means unhandsome 'Castle' * * *'

New ent;rnrise wrought basic changes in St. Paul's social and
economic life. In the towns and villages over the state enterprising men of
St. *aul found a rich source of new business. Retail merchants of the ciby
discovered that it was profitable to handle the trade of small town store-
keevers at prices slightly lower than retail, and this combination of wholesale
and retail merchandising continued for some time. As early as 1856, St. Paul
merchants had eone to eastern market centers to do their buying, thus establishing
their indevendence of St. Louis and Chicago and also laying a base for St. Paulls
dominance of the jobbing trade of the Northwest. 1. y

In 1860, the first retail and wholesale firm in BYs “:ﬂ.ﬂ; left
the retail field to devote itself exclusively t-» the more profitable one of job-

. Yaul and Minnesota merchants; by 1869, there were sixty-two such

Calvin Sc

, hmid, Social Saga of Two Cities, Mpls. Council of Social Agencies,
Mpls., 1937, p. 22.
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firms. Paul had larger wholes

and a that extended southward
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Minnesota Annals.
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Paul . he time of its removal
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River traffic, before it flickered and grew dim, hat its peaks.

The number of steamboats enrolled at the port on June 30, 1869, was, according to

a report furnished by the St. “aul office to the statistical Bureau at Washington,

fifty-eight, with a combined tonnage of 9,579.66. On August 17 of that year the

1274
=0
D0 .

number enrolled was sixty, the tonnage 10,712.42 -- quite a sizeable flotilla.

St. Paul's waterfront, a thing of beauty as well as utility, was still

.

sentient with the magic of adventure! In the Mississippi River trade there were,

during the up-surge, nine hundred and ten steamers, with a tonnage cavacity of

262, 174, and valued at $24,556,000. Nine hundred and ten steamboats! More steam-

boats enrolled at St. Paul than at any other port on the Mississippi proper, with
59.
the exception of St. Louis, New Orleans and Memphis!
Upner Levee trouble, in August of that year, culminated in a legal
battle between the city and property owners. The action of the water had washed
.d';‘)f e~

away city-owned land to such an extent that it was feared that only private prop-
A

erty remained, the adjoining fee-owners claiming that St. Paul no longer owned a
levee! The riparian proprietors, accordingly, would not permit barges to unload

at that point!

The city contended that regardless of the amount of land thus

washed awa{)witﬁfres&ltaﬂt,eucraachmen@s, it still owned a levee

Continue to be paid V
insisted, moreover, that sroperty-owdsrs—rontinus—fo—Say wharfage,inasmuch as

still furnished barges. In this novel disasgreement a newsvaper editor suggested

that some decided efforts be put forth to ascertain whether the

levee! And if it had no levee, let the fact be admitted and the
60 .

wrangling" be ended!

Daily Press, August 15, 1869.
Minneapolis Tribine, August 24, 1869.

Daily Pioneer, August 8, 1869.
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The stage.was set ' for a2 man of unusual business acumen. Such a man;?ﬂ%eveé-
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the scene, a man who was destined to enact his own version of t
; A

Horatio Alger story--James J. Hill. it n yeen the fact that, as a
well known biography puts it, #Mtl nst Brigad f tranpers and traders for the
Red River had left on T, ) 856) ™ 1111 would not have been =

marooned in St. Paul "until ! spring should bring the train of
’

m».ty[&

bullock carts down from the Nortl hig" 1ot w}ﬂpd have been cast
far
1, however, f he winter al lea his "prosaic life

+ )n

the muddy levee of a lttle trading settlement whose name had
1.
lignity of 'Pig's Eye' and became St. Paul."

g
J. J. Hill's great opportunity came when Norman
handling the very lucrative bus ss of the fur traders, was obliged to leave
he city in 1863 for a year or
to take care of his interests.
FRGORNEBOEHF tw
the business or the other: so he turned over the agency « =X rs to
Mr. Hill, who was now thoroughly familiar with

m

The details of the bueiness i led "the carryipg out from the

- A ~
River counbkry of furs . ! illing of orders fo supples from

Pyle, Joseph Gilpin, Ti fe of James J. Hil \ two vols., Doubleday,
» ’ : ot i 3 v
Company, N. ° ,

L ke
Ihid, ps 75
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currency¥, including the 'wild cat,’

'stumptaill{' and 'shin plaster,'

sound end conservative banking was inaugurated under the national banking act, which

1 ]
many benefits

nave come to be apnreciated."

historian further surveyed the financial landscape in these

immortant

commercia the city,

but of almost every important

o

interest in the State and through-
out the entire N

orthwest.
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management

conditions, and c

cases of emergency

the sus ytenance of

of public and private credit to ¢l
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The St. Paul Medical profession was organized, in 1861, under the

impressive name, "The Academy of Medicine and Surgery." It had for its
23'

tives "the advancement o
)

(7% ’
- 7 i 4
promotion of harmony in the profession." ;5ﬁ~v2€tvu> by

bl y ¢
] )

R &S
. 'Y 'y 2 - 3 (
By joint purchase of scientific instrume 18, - apparatus,

4 4

ical machines, and by al library, the society had

rably furthered medical Although its membership
24.
of ten doctors in 1866 from negligible.

oAt o by : QIR PRSI R
Jobbing firms, first established 1n St. Paul in the early sixties,
i ¥ 13iam nerinod retailing had been combined
multiplied aquickly. All during the eariler DerI od reta ad bee d
Py e O S R A .
In 1869 there were 82 jobbing 1
ted 1 he 1 hamb .nd the yvearly business in groceries,
reported by 3 local 1amb e £ , p

1 i i S nd Adrv oc s ded g million dollars.
woo.l, f»,?"b, [ 3 - > AR S

erests dur]

vere not

firms caught t! spirit of expansion.

Ilo 1 (

vived and new

o |

aw mill, ha >n established.

employment to 32 hands, and | out 30,000 feet of lumber,

)

20,000 shing 2) 6, Of aths per day, anke important enterprise

’

in its

9
¢

_'5/ /J‘g- f‘éf AN

7 4

The output of this manufacturing plant included grain prdductss there

Y3
(p

A

“: £

run of stone, one for wheat and one for corn and buckwheat, and the

{;

capacity per day was 120 barrels. A steam engine of 7

furnished the motive drive. The growth of this industry was

business reached $150,000 annually. This

.

11 manufacturing and commerce in

b

//{A N .p,‘/‘vfx,:z’x d
!
»

e

a grist mill erected in 1851, had a capacity of
141
%\|l;|uag
A Thg‘froce vas slow, for coal and other necessary

7
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. Andrews: Hist¥ory of St. Paul, 1890, p. p. 310-311.
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A
suﬂp%sa were expensive, and worst of all there we

Until the completion of the railroads,4hrerefowe, manufacturing in St. Paul
could not keep pace with commerce. Even in 1866 the city was without any
important factory. sommerce, on the other hand, reached new heights that

year.

e Lo 1~ e 2 1 3 7 a
57, though, manufacturing took an upward turn Under the
shambar o ~ . ~ mn A At o v s
chamber 1 v e 8 enterprise,
-

urﬂis@/gt a cheap rate

1 R AL
illY neeaed

its aims to erect [ire b ding contain-

-

95 hyr 1 N + . 2 | T - - - = n 3 : 3 ]
o by 100 feet, with basement, yard and shed included.

p

1 2 = ° -
to nrovide tenants with power at low
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August 1 1865, an experienced observer reported in the Daily

11 to Superior, in the

:':__i’:,‘,n_eg-l’: "We find the crops along the ryapgd, St. Pax

very best condition, nearly e 2r declaring has more wheat,

than durine the past three years mitedly.

am nearly seventy years old, and come from New Hampshire
was first rate, I could get twelve or fifteen bushels to the acrfe 1

average over forty bushels to the




/ o ﬁE? (;
j Chanter g, Page 8 =—
: X _

1 £

[ & v [
The seventy-yeay oldster continued, says the reporter: "Them'

the best oats I ever see! It's pooty hard for an old man 1like me to begin life

again on new land; but I sot Dan'l up in a grocery, and he up and failed, and

that "jest skinned me clean. I've got a nice little farm here of a hundred and six-

ty acres and if I can have another year as good as this one, I'll be worth as
much as I ever was. aid to Harvey ; erday--says I, 'Harvey, when a man can
get good land for five dollars an acre, that'll raise three times as much as

'twill in NewiEngland, he can get rich in five years, jest as easy as rollin'

31l

if he aint too pesky lazy to work.'"
the crlumns of another newspaper, the yleld of wheat and oats

dly bvefore equaled," although harvesting was delayed by

P -
S "Nardly

help was reported as being somewhat scarce, commanding "from $2.00

my

$3.00 ver day, and board, and hard to obtain at even these prices. The
39,
returned soldiers," it observes, "cdme just in time, and can find plenty of work
and good pay."
B8«

In another quarter the crovs were considered "rich beyond precedent
this season . . . farming is about the most profitable business there is," Re-
flect ing

he situstir nearlv a veary +ter +h WO ThET hamad ne Atms $
the situation nearly a year later the newspapers showed no diminution

"
of enthusiasm.
34.
WS b1 s :
With the abundant crops, such as we have seen for two years past,
+ T 511 1riccea £ rrad o n : &F 4 &
at present prices of grain, with the varied inducements offered to the emigrant,
in the shape of high wages--labor of all kinds commanding the highest figures,
in the greastest demand on the railroads, public and vprivate buildingss on
farm, of cheap and fertile land,--our future is one of the brisl hopes

prosperity."

Pioneer, Aupust 17, 1865. V
Press, August 24, 1865.
Pioneer, September 19,

Pionesr, August 3, 1866.

186
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Jubilant press reports continued. » is the promise of the heaviest
wheat ever produced in the State . . he o ,:'sarﬂ, and other crops
splendid. In the vicinity of St. Paul we have seen, in the past four day;,
finest oats we have ever beheld, and we are informed the same is true through-
out the State * * * In the meantime, our State has received a large accession of
settlers during the present season, principally Scandinavian. These settlers are
industrious, sober, thrifty, intelligent/ and proceed at once to open farms and

41

and make themselves home n the character and intelligence, honesty and
faithfulness of our people, have we the surest guarantees of continued prosperity
There were setbacks of one sort or another. Thus, the year 1867
? v
confidence impaired by frequent examples of mismanagement and by the high
of farm implements. There was "somebthing wrong with farm management" in the
State, said an editor. On soil yiélding such svlendid crops, there "should have
7 ¢S
been more money among the farmers." * * * Farmers were obliged to spend "too
much money on expensive agriculturall implements. * * * The plan for finding a

-

{s almost abandoned. Prices are eight cents for wheat, and five for

was jubilance over the hay crop, which was "coming
spotted with stacks, and farmers are rushing
crop into

Through 1867 and 1868, excep ¢ ¥ sual complaints--lack

or too much of it, dry spells, potato bu:;:/;nd other pests--agriculture

continued to evoke such favorsble comment as " * * * oats and wheat this year

St. Paul Daily Pioneer, Aug. 3,
St. Paul Daily Pioneer, Aug. 3,
St. “aul Daily Press, Sept. 14,
Ibid, Sept. 14, 1867.
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wh f two hours duration, delivered
no doubt had something to do with the large attendance.

was provided also--the Flying Dutchman trotting a mile
an exhibition by fire-engine compar

Oliver
movement which marked a definite advance in the farmer's

Prior to the Civil Wai ’ S SﬂaﬁldvﬂAVﬁ been farmstead law,—eard

for President Buchanan. "lhe movement 1 f lands,"

"was aporoachins a head, and within th 7 publican narty

there were few who did

differing from the ohe vetoed
nrivilege
emption aak not repe

aoove

to one acceptable formula. Cession, donation, grad-
st ribution, and pre-emption t me technical words, everywhere under-
ood, and capable of raising lofty emotion renzy of denunciation ac-

4

iing to the orator

ichanan's vetoes of th . and the Morrill Act '"may be

tatements ¢ he phi ophy that Calhoun had elabor-

nrnt ont
provec

act the South. During the ] years f deadlock various

dammed up, any one of which n 1t have zained in tir enough
A =
<5,
Ay "
uadﬂ.

Pioneer F s, December 31, 1933- amond Jubil
Paxson, Frede A History of the American Frc

ee Editivn.
ontier. io

Mifflin ( rston, p. 478
Ibid, p
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the emoluments of the office would not se to warrant a very large outlay
[~85 ]
(P

=
/

i

1, was a matter ol cognized importance

y a story in the same newspaper a & h earlier:®

and Li_‘)i'}: Cc rived ¥y .'.M\,"-"L the eleven

and will be kept s he Minnehaha Engine Hous

pne of the popul. otary engines and cost $6,000.

throw five hundred gallo: of water a minute.

"The accompa g hose cal yst about $350, and with it came one

thousand feet four-ply double hose, costing 3 0 a fo il L

ne newspaper. item

afternoon a fire destrdyed the dwelling he

It is supposed
the kitchen., ™ *

5 = o
ahimmdance nf
aoundance o0l

he buildi

and the whole nartment were merfectly useless."

of an adequate water supply for fire protection

18,

that and the other." <ven

WasS rens boqd S L
wa reporved work of layi >

e
e 1N o
lellng,

Daily Pioneer, N
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ST. PAUL, THE CITY Chapter IX Page

Net more graphically than by cold figures can the St. Paul of this
expansion peried be shomn. If we accept as correct Rice & Bell's First Annual
Directory, the population, rising frem a mere three persens in 1838, showed the

surprising gains enumerated below:
1847ccsscrscccvsvccvescoccseeed
VS B R RPN
LBBR S5 i hsssciiins e sontasse sl
S
B0 T oo cins s sinine vvins
1880cccvccocorcsoneesvess 10,600
1866..0000ce0sc0scessecsee 13,210

1868.........".'"1"‘!' 20’118

Dwelling houses nearly doubled in number Batwesh~Sheo~year—3868<aid™
Wn the late sixtiess as recorded in Rice & Bell's, from 400 erected
in 1868, to approximately 700 buildings reperted by the city assesser in 1869.

While making due allowance for minor discrepancies in tabulatiens,

the figures » re no "eloq are none the

less elequent and speak fer themselves. L Rice & Fell's First Annual Directory

of St. Paul for 1869-70, v». 48] .
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a familiar predictien. "Yesterday marked the beginning of a new era in the his-

tory of our gity, and completed another link in the chain which is se rapidly
BXKEINEX making St. Paul the great railread center of the Northwest." Rﬁ The
Daily Pioneer, September 30, 1869‘1-

Newspaper headlines, such as "Another 0ld Landmark Gone," also had a
familiar ring. One of these dealt with the passing of a time-honored machine
shop, that of Mr. Stembs, above the levee and near the Robert street devot,"
which, to complete the item, "was torn dowh yesterday to make room for the-rail-
read switches." [.DailyPrass, Jan. 7, 187{1 .

"Shanties," we read in one of many similar items, "are being removed

* * * from Fourth street, between Jackson and Rosabel, by instruction of the

1
Council." {Daily Press, Jan. 7, 18’71J 2

Four~year building statistics in the Daily Press, revealed the steady

growth of the city in dollars and cents®

YEAR COST OF IMPROVEMENTS

1867 ; $712, 860

1868 $ 1,005,060

1869 $1,395, 728
1870 $ 1,735,200
[?aily Press, Jan. 1, 1875}.
Thus many factors comtributed to St. Paul's rapid growth. With
and with
money plentiful, business beoming, real estate in a fleurishing condibian,ﬁ:!li

(7
immigratien on the increasgjfémploymant good in every branch of trade and manufac-
disregard

ture, St. Paul could fo/iggt the dark days @% between 1857 and 1862. An ever ex-

panding railread system, building-geing-emevace, extensive building activities,
and quickly rising population, were all guideposts on the path to presperity. St.

Paul, at this point, had indeed threwn aside childhoocd's thorn-torn garments and

was definitely growing mature.
L 4
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The effect of the general public was not less emphatice, Loud complaints
arose over the loss tb to business and to transportation. Public sympathy was with
the strikers and their cause, as thus endorsed by the Trade and Labor Assembly!

WWhereas, The Switchmen . . . 1in their pending strike, have by their
honorable, temperate and orderly conduct challenged the admiration of all law-abiding

citizens , be it i
Resolved, *hat the Trade and Labor Assembly . . . endorse their action

to date: and

Whereas, It having been published through the press « . . that the proper
officials of the various roads concerned were not properly notified of the grieve
ances and demands of the striking switchmen,

Resgolved, Yhat such pablications, whatever their emanation, are untwrue,
inasmuch as committees, duly requested and authorigzed by the switchmen and Trade and
Labor Assembly, made formal nitifications to the proper officials of such grieve
ances and reguests, = C. A, Kissam, Secretary; H. M. Burgess, President,"

Mayor Ames, of Minneapolis, issued a proclamation at the city hall
on the same day, upon his arrival from St.Paul, where that morning he had endeaw=
ored to iron out "apparently irreconciliable differences" existing between manage=
ment and employes. He expressed confidence in a large number of citizens, and in
both of the great political organizations of the State of Minnesota, who had solemn=
ly delcared by resolution that in their Judgment the parties concerned should settle
their differences by arbitration,

A day later the mayor issued another proclamation, after the roads,
at a meeting in his office, had refused to agree to arbitration, with the explanam
tion that new crews were at work, and the old men had been discharged. Mayor Rice,
of St.Penl, had also been unsuccessful. Thus all plans looking to an agreement
on a"gcale of wages such as the strikers demanded," and as to "tronclad

rules to which both parties would agree," had been fruitless,

The seriousness of the strike on the lumber induétry may be indicated

by a single example, A virtual blockade resulted, Alderman F. C. Barrows, of the
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firm of Merriman, Barrows & Co., lumber manufacttres , complained that the strike
had disrupted the "movement of lumber was causing great loss and trouble, Mr,
Barrows stated that nothing could be shipped, although orders were coming in " the
best of any time" that year."The tracks at their yards™ he said, " were full of
loaded cars that could not be moved, and altogether the lumber business was suffer—
ing great damage by the strike."

Since no remedial me:sures could be hoped for, the principle of erbi-

tration haveing been rejected, Mayors Ames and Riie, foth deploring the inter=

réption of commercial traffic to the detriment of commerce and the public interests,
took the stand that " irrespective of all said variances, said traffic must be
resumed." Moreover, all persons were commanded to abstain fron acts of violence
under penalty of arrest and prosecution, This was the gist of Mayor Ames'! second
proclamat ion,
As matters approached a climax, G. R. Eddy, superintendent of Thiel's

Detective Agency, which had been engaged by the railroade, announced that he was
" determined that all roads ouk of St,Paul" would move the next day and that he
would have 200 men, if necessary, to protect property," He further asserted that " if
the men who were willing to work were prevented," the detectives would to the worke

The Tribune , Ock. 18th, which quoted Eddy, informed the St.Pgul public
that Kayor Rice had commissioned 60 extra police and would very likely add 100
more on the morrow, As for the strikers, it was stated in the same newsstory that
it had been "definitely ascertained that the strikers intended to stop all trains
out of St.Paul, whether freight or passenger",

On October 19th, however, the same paper teported that the strike among
the switchmen had "assumed an entire new phase" the morning before, And it told
the reason why, " At all ¢f the railroad offices bonds for special policemen were . ..
Issued , and as fast as the new officers were sworn in they were glven arms and
assigned to places in the various yards . . . The work of providing special policemen

began early, and continued until the Minneapolis & St.Louis road had 80 specials}
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the Nyrthern Pacific 100, she Omaha 60, and the Manitoba about 86, Besides these,
about 100 spetial policemen were added to the city force, "

The strikers grew more menacing. A battle seemed imminent, A crowd
of about a thousand men, whom the newspaper described as curious lookers= on, for
the most part, " with quite a number of toughs of the town", had gathered on Fifth
street, where a freight engine stood in readiness to leave., Threats " to kill the
engine" emanated from the thronge Col. Hill, who anticipated trouble, presently
emerged, and addressing the crowd, warned all to beware of violence, He advised
the comparatively few strikers in the gathering to retire quietly., This they did,
whereapon the engine moved out and was soon on its way.

On the East side, however, it was a different story. Many attempts
were made to switeh a train, but all were frustrated. Other trains were likewise
stalledy every effort to move them was fruitless; in each instance the engine

was "killed and pins pulled", As the Tribune of October 19th described the situation:

# The switchmen were entirely too quick for the policemen, and could pull a pin

and set a brake and get out of the way before an officer could teach theme One train
got well under headway, and officers were standing on the cars, but even when
running at a high rate of speed, the engine was boarded, uncoupled from the train,
run off quite a distance, and her fires drawn in a very few moments' time,"

However, late that afternoon the police received reinforcements, and the
tide turned against the strikers., Several trains, in fact, were made up by trainmen,
notwithstanding obstacles, Shortly after this, two complete trains, under guards,
went out over the Manitoba, Assistant superintendent J. P. Smith , who had been
in the yard all day expediting the movement of cars, considered his day's work
a success, Jubllantly he announced that the specials would henceforth be armed,
and predicted an early end of the trouble,

The yards now resembled an armed camp. But close on the heels of Snith's
prediction a pumber of switchmen who had been in his office awaiting developments,

expressed their willingness to return to work if granted permission,
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The Northern Pacific yards, too, bristled with armanent, Special
policemen, toting Winchester rifles , forestalled trouble, Twenty five of these
accompanied the first train, which was sent out before noon, on the 19th, Sight
of this armed force, among the duties of whichrwas to keep people our of the yards
so that switching might proceed without interruption, had the effect intendeds

In the Milwaukee yard were 75 speétal policemen, of whom 20 were
Pinkerton detectives from Chicago. Assistant superintendent Case of the Milwaukee
stated that their crews contained a considerable number of the old employes but
that new men filled the places of others,

An injunction was served on 165 strikers of all the railroade, and
in seeking it the employesrs stated that the strikers were " about to do them great
harm o . . and since the defendants were not responsible and could not repair any
damages done to plaintiffs, the only remedy was to have an in junction."

The mayor, in a pertinent talk, reiterated his orders to the police,
which were,"first, to warn evil=dcers of the penalty of any violation of the law & »
to enforce the law to the letter, " to which he added: " The steff and line officers
have been instructed to allow no more pulling of pins between cars, killing of
engines, or stopping of train s. "

This ultimatum could not be challenged, or ignored. " The switchmen",
announced the Tribune " are discouraged . . . they do not now hope to succeed,
Chief among these reasons ig the fact that many of their number are anxlous to go
back to work at the old rate., Many of them think that the strike was not properly

started, and from the first was bound to fail, 'Public sentiment'! , the paper

asserted, while gquoting a2 switchman who wanted to get back to work, 'was , demand=

ing in strong terms that the strike be settled . . . that neither party longer
hed the sympathy of the publice' "

Col. Fill shared the opinion that the worst was over, that there would
be no more interference from striking switchmen. In the aftermath of the déssension
the Manitoba announced a willingness to "take back those switchmen who have not

been active in the strike,"* * * Wggyitchmen . . .were soliciting sunscriptions
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tions to aid in support of switchmen while out of work," and "Harry Flannigan, the
young man who tampered with the coupling of a coach in the Union yard, at St. Faul
. « . was fined $100." (Citation: Same source--Tribunme, Oct. I9, 1886).

On Oct. 20th, the St. Paulyards began to take on an old=time aspect.
Trains on the Manitoba, Northern Pacific and Wisconsin Sentral Lines
were moving again, things were quiet, but police were still on special duty. "A maj=-
ority of the switchmen, " said the Tribune of that date, " are against any violence,
and hence but few acts of lawlessness took place."About the depot and yards there

was a general air of optimism, it was expected that the switchmen would all be

backto work before the day passed, "or at 1easqas many as will be received back

by the companies, " the Tridbune added,

As a sort of humorous intermission between post—war hostilities and
impending truce, two railroads, the Manitoba and Northern Pacific, fought over a
single prospective customer, a day or two later. The Manitoba was the victor, but the
Northern Pacific acsused the rival road of offering a much reduced #ate in oredr to
ipsure victory. The Tribu ne ,:in to referring to this incident, ventured the
prediction that "Phis is the first gun in what may become a large sized skirmish,"

On Oct., 23rd., an agreement was affectedwhereby the strikers werw to go
back to work at the old scale of wages, the companies promising to retain in their
employ "as many of the men as had not provea themselves particularily offensive as
leadsrs or destroyers of property during the strike." (Tribune , Oct. 23, 1886 Do

With the settlement of the strike a thimg of the past Twin City Rivaelry

had another session. Desiring to improve the Mississippl River, between St. Paul

and Minneapolis, for navigation, the war department ordered a survey. St. Paul howsver
did not take kindly to the intende improvement: it naturally preferred to remain head of®
navigation., Minneapolis, on the othef hand, was very eage& to secure a congressional
appropriation, realizingthat the proposed change would benefit hergreatly, even make

her the nominal head of navigation and reduce St. Paml to the status of just a

place on the river, It was recalled by the people of both cities
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that, formerly, the Falls of St,Anthony, the site of Minneapolis, was the coveted
gateway, and though over two dozen years had elapsed since a line of stesmers ran
north of St.Paul, nothing tended to efface the memorye. / Citationt Railway Age,
date not given; documentation wanteQY;

A more pleasant thought at this time was engendered in the plan
of the Minnesota & Northwestern railroed, to put in a fast train between
St.Paul and Peoria, and thereby reduce to 16 hours and 35 minutes a run consisting
of 472 miles.

Rgilway telegraphers embraced the opportunity for optimism by organ-
izing, in a meeting at the Sherman House, & local division,No.ll, of the order
of Reilway Telegraphers, P. W. McAllister was chief organizer, "Mutual benefit and
a fraternal feeling among the boys", were mentioned by the Tribuneof October 17th,
as objects to be achieved by the order, which discountenanced strikee and endeavore
ed " to secure higher wages by rendering better service." The order threatened with
expulsion any member " using his name or office to promote a strike, "

One of the most thrilling elections in Minnesota annals occurred that
October when Mayor Ames, who had bornersuch a conspicious part in the settlement
of the switchmen's strike, eﬁtered the race for governor, His opponent, on
the Republican ticket, was Anfrew R, McGill, who for many years had been Insurance
Commissioner and had filled the office with distinction,

The platform upon which Albert A, Ames was nominated, advocated an

8 hour day for labor, establishment of a Labor Bureau for Minnesota the object of
which was to secure better legislation for the payment of wages, as well as for the
health and safety of operatives ( indemnification for injuries included), prevention
of child employment..and protection from " the ravages of the usurer and tax title
shark, "

Held at St.Paul, on September 15,their convention after praising

President'Cleveland's administration, came out for a sweeping tariff revision,

for raising to the dignity of a cabinet posttion the Department of Agriculture, for

government control of railroads, telegraph, express and like corporations, inase
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much as they were created by Federal and State law for public services, favored
free markets, and in the transportation field equal charges and facilitlies for
consumers as well as for producers and dealers. Anti=monopoly laws were adeocated
to equalize capital and labor, in an effort to curb the authority and power of the
great corporations, which, although in the past they had done much for the State,
were assuming, in too many instances, a position not compatible wwith the welfare
of the people whose servants they were,

The Republicans. one week later, held their convention - also in St.
Paul, Their platform favored " an honest dollar intrinsicelly equal in value to a
dollar in gold," They also favored, as had the Democrats, the establishment inthe

]
State of & soldier s home. Looking to this end the vote and influence of their

representatives was promised at the next session of the Leglslature, They pledged
to the farmers vital chanéas in railroad and warehouse laws, tending to a progrese=
ive reduction of rallway freight and passenger rates. The practice, on the part of
corporaticns, of watering stock, received condemnation, Free text books for

public schodls , and a legal rate of interest, 8%,were recomménded.

Plamke were similar to those offered labor by the Democratic party

appeared in the Republican plaﬁform. The action of the Minnesota delegation in

Congress voting for a revieion of the tariff, met with platform approval, as
did also ligquor regnlation, High license, local option, strict enforcement of
laws relating to the traffic already én the statutes, were favored.

# In the decade previous t» this time," wf%bp Frank R, Holmes,

author of "Minnesota in Three Centuries," " there was a wave of temperance reform

in many states and several attempts were made to pass constitutional prohihitory
amendments, Kansas in 1880 ratified such an act but though a prohibition Legislature
was elected there was great opposition to the enforcement of the prohibitory laws,
Iowa, also, in 1882 ranged herself on the side of radical teﬁperance theories and

the following year in Ohio the people for a third time voted in favor of prohibition,
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" In Indiana, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan, Hebraska,
Massachusetts, New York, Illinois, Missouri, West Virginia, Texas, and Arkansas
the amendment failed either by not passing the Legislature or not having received
the requisite two-thirds vote, Prohibition by local option was in force at this
time in various parts of the United States, supplemented in some States by high
license laws in connection with a distance limitation from school houses and

churches, which were considered to be prohibitory in effect. " [f Holmes, Frank R.,

Minnesota in Three anturies. Vol.4,pp.143=146. Publishing Society of Minn., 1908;7
While in Minnesota an attempt to pass the prohibition Constitutional

amendment falled there was nevertheless increasing agitation for a much-needed check=

draft on the ligquor trade, Accordingly, the iepublican party, in the State campaign

of 1886, included in their plakform a high license or local option planke

Notwith standing the fact that the Democrats, in this exciting election,
struck & responsive note with the laboring classes, the whole Republican ticket was
elected. By what narrow margin the Republicans won, however, is reflec@ed in the
following figures: McG111,107,068; Ames,104,464; = the Republican plurality a mere
2600. The Prohibitionists, as a party, only polled 8,966 votess

The election left sore spots, Among the Democrats there was considerable
talk of a recount, Many believed that their candidate had been elected. Indeed Dr.
Ames came over to St.,Paul to take the oath of office before a magistrate, However,
nothing but ironical memories survieed that procedure, Despite talk of contesting
the election of McGill, the latter was duly inaugurated. [? Holmes, Frank R. ,
Minnesota in Three Centuries, The Publishing Seclety of Minnesota, 1908, Vol.4,

pp. 143-6_]

According to the Folkebladst, Minneapolis, November 10, J. Jo Hill ,

oh being asked by a reporter the question as to what he ascribed the great increase

in Democratic votes throughout the state, replied: " I suppose the Scandinavians

‘have stopped voting on the Republican ticket," smiled, and brusquely passed ome
Losing the state election by so slender a thread the Democrats, nothing

daunted, girded for the city and county campalgn. But they were not rashly enullient
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in their predictions. The Republicans, sobered no doubt by their narrow®

escape, were not ublguiteous either, Surveying the scene, after the dust of battle,

with a new political strmggle impending ,the St.Paul Dispatch,0ct.13,said @

" A goodly number of democrets were kicking last night., There were several meetings
on the quiet, at one of which the following ticker was nominated ageinst the demo=
cratic ¢ clefk.R. W. Bell; treasurer, F, A, Renz; (rep.); sheriff, Fred Richter (rep}

register, M. J. Bell,(rep.); auditor, T. D, Kerker; attorney, J. J. Egamj coroner,

Je A. %ﬁinn; judge of probate, Fred Nelson; surveyor, H. He. Potts; superintendent

of schools, H. Blake, (rep.); etce.,

R. W, Bell, familiarly "Dick" to his following, did not hesitate to
grapple with the man who was later to become a power as pl&ﬂgical boss, "Dick"
0'Connor. "Dick" Bell and"Doc" Quinn had injected into the contest an independ=
ent party, end pledged to uphold its principles "Dick" Bell probably en joyed
guite as much, his clashes with "Dick" 0'Connor, as any emolumnets he anticie
pated from the office of city clerk,

Jocoeely the Dispatch,in its issue above quotéd, indicated the
viewpoint of William Pitt Murray, on the new ticket in the field, when its reporter
jotted this down: " Corporation Attorney Bill Myrray ( in private conversation) "
it ot BLES M S0 0 % = 4 L oaen il ( For publication) " You may say this --
independent movement reminds me of 2 meeting down in Tennesee,

" There were two men 2ot together in mass eonvention and nominated them=
selves. One was elected presidset and the other secretary of the convention and
when the secretary asked the president how he should write up the account of the
meeting he was told to describe it as large and respectable 'for you are large and
I am respectable' remarked the president. 'Doc! Quinn is very respecteble and 'Dick'
Bell very large. In writing this up you had better credit it to some other member
of the gang,"

Neither satire nor ridicule could diminish the zeal of the beliggerants,
political fur continued to fly, and neither of the two Richards asked for or gave

quarter, The St.Paul Dispatch, Oct.15,contained further comment on the subject,"The




"Last night saw the first sleighing on streets down town for several weeks,"

noted the Globe of January 4. il
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fight between Dick Bell and Dick O'Connor causes the following classical lines to

spring up into St.Paul's political atmosphere:
'There was wantz two cats in Kelkenny;
Aich thawt there was one cat too many,
So they scratched and they bit,
And they fought and they fit,
Until except their nails,
And the tips of their tails,
Instead of two cats there wahnt enny.' "

However, one wés td remain, to wield for several decades a mighty
influence in political battles, indeed to hold within the hollow of his hand the
local destinies of the Democratic party - the Dick O'Connor who welded together
a formidable machine,

Political battles would fill a separate volume, The Republicans triumphe
ed in the senatoriesl race of 1887, in the Blevation to the United States senate
of Cushman Kellogg Davis, & man of brilliant attainments. Besides being author
of several books, Senator Davis had long been known as an orator of umsual
eloguence,

Among the important legislation enacted that year was the act affecting
the 1iquor traffic, which established high license, common carriers and electioms .
Two years later the Legislature enacted, for cities of ten thousand or over, the
Australian electoral law. Another interesting ewent occurred on September 27, 1888,

when, in recognition of his notable activitiee in the Catholic church, Bishop John

Ireland became an archbishop.
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In the world of sports St. Paul, denied prize=fights except for the
occasional "sneak bout," welcomed baseball with open arms. One of the first ball
clubs of note, if not actually the first professional team, & nine with a state-
wide reputation, the "Red Caps," were a good drawing card at the "West Side Ball
Park," which, as the name indicetes was located in West Saint Faul.

The "Red Caps," fer from confining their prowess to the local field,
not infrequently took to theﬁroad; "From their ranks several members went up to
classy big league births. George Vincent Guerin, only remaining son of Vital
Guerin since the recent death of Louis, referred to the "Red Caps" in en inter-
view the other day. ZrﬁntervieW'from George V. Guerin, 823 Sherburne Avenus,
St. Paul, April 8, 1842. /

' an amateur nine, at

George Guerin was & member of the "Hill Rovers,'
the time. "The Red Caps," said Guerin, "was EEE team in those days. I remember
some of the players. 'Slim Jim' Ahern, related to Ahern the policemean, wes one
of the pitchers. Mike Burkpen (better look up spelling) was the catcher. Joe
Werrick, who developed with the 'Red Caps' and played in the big league later,
was enother member of that famous old St. Paul nine. He is still living, I
think. A big league club played an exhibition game with the 'Red Ceps,' on one
occasion, et the West Side park, and though the big leaguers won, the 'Red Caps,'
_pn—oncseseesien, stothe West—Side-park; and-though the big-leaguers won;—the
'Re@=Caps’ were not disgreced. The Chicago National League tesm I think it was."
Joe Werrick, who lives in an apartment on West Fifth street, is eighty-three
yeers old. With the warning that his memory slips at times he mentioned the
nemes of several old 'Red Cap' players - "Meck," (McClellan), who played short
stop, "Scotty" (Scott, the "horseshoer), who played center field, "Slim Jim"

Den Ahern, pitcher, end Bill Barnes, cetcher. Of these, McClellan went to
Brooklyn. He himself went to Louisville, when it was in the old National

League. His position was second base or short stop, it didn't meke eny dif-

farsnoe whick, . Waen the 'Red Caps' started out, the boys were just strong amateurs,"
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Mr/ Werrick said, " but by and by the amateursiwere weeded out for professionals.
The fans turned out pretty well at the old West 8ide grounds. The 'Red Caps' cove
ered quite a period , but the outfit was professional when I played with it."
LT'From an Interview with Joe Werrick, April 39'1943;7

Joe Werrick is small of stature, yet straight as an arrow depsite his age,
and his general appearance still suggests the athlete,

A few scores of games in which the first "Red Caps" figured may not be
uninteresting, In a contest referred to by the Gazette, August 11,1875, as a
championship ball game, the result was = St,Paul Red Caps 32, Metropolitans 11,
which rather suggests a football game. On October 19th, the same year, the "Red Caps"
defoated the Winona Clippers, by & score of 8 to 7,-as reported by the Gazette
of October 20the On ugust 8,1876, Oshkosh was defeated by the "Red Caps" - 10 to 1.

and the Hastings Crescents, by 19 to 4, as recorded by the Minneapolis Tribune

of August 14th and 18th , respectively. It was in the eighties, however, that the
% Red Caps" were at their best professionally,

In the "stove league" reminiscenees of oldtimers, when early diamond
statistics are touched upon, the 'Red Caps' live again.

Paul Light, in his column "So What! of the Ploneer Presip referring
to early baseball in St.Paul, wrote on April 14,1942, "Mrs,Jennie Turner, 1391
Wynne Ave., who at 76 still qualifies as one of St.Paul's most ardent baseball
fans, mentioned a few days ago that her all-time baseball hero was Jack Crooks
who played shortstop for the Saints back about 1886,

"K. F. Lott, ploneer St.Pailite who now lives at Bald Eagle, tells

X\ b 4 ¥ i
for W er/vStyallway lvee Lo wa 1€k, 11« 1 0Y
me Jack Crooks was a son

l / WEEa /N /Y N - { / (
of William crooka;4a graduate of West Point, came to

St.Paul as chief engineer of the St.Paul and Pacific which became the “reat
Northern. He was a colonel in the Civil Wai and after returning to St,Paul,
served in the legislature both as representative and as senator,

" The family lived at Broadway and Ninth. Mr.Lott went to school
with Jack and several ether sons of William Crooks. 'Baseball! he says, 'was less

a commercial enterprise in those days. The St.Paul baseball team was really made up
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of St.Paul lads. Joe Warrick and all the others were home town boys.' "

"g, F. Lott, by the way, is probably the oldest living fermer carrier

of the Dispatch, He had a route in Lower Town 70 years ago., His father wae a
partner of Mayor Bob Smith in the real estate business and old-time plats of the
city still carry the words 'Smith and Lott addition'.

"His uncle wae the first governor of the San Francisco mint. Later
President Buchanan sent him to Mexico as consul at the port of Acapulco., He

died there and President Lincoln appointed K. F. Lott's father to succeed hims "
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On the morning of April 10,1889, a notice advising that from and after
April 14th wages would be reduced, was posted in all the street car barns of
Minneapolis, An "iron-clad" agreement that they would not joln or belong to any
labor organization was required of employees, and this precipltated a walkoute.

Efforts by the company to run cars proved unavailing and resulted in minor
disorders, but on the abandonment of such attempts a proposal for arbitration was
published by the strikers! executive committee, A refusal to arbitrate, however,
came f#rom Horace Lowry,

Confronted with the same reduction in wages and the same "irom-clad" ,
which cancelled the prevailing sc#le received by drivers, 15 cents an hasur for the
first six months , 16 cents for the second period of months, and 17 cents there=
after, St.Paul employees held a mass meeting at labor headquarters, which were then
located at 70 Eagt Seventh street,

St.Paul, although less affected than Minneapolis, since local employes
had no contract with the company and no conductors were employed except on the Selby
cable line, whereas Minneapolis employes had a contract the provisions of which did
not expire until May 13, 1889, nevertheless was aroused, A committee from Minnea=
polis was present at the meeting and reported the action taken in that city, whereupon
the union decided to refer the matter to the Knights of Lavor District executive boards
This board visited Mr.Lowry, but he declined to make any concessions, hterefore over
300 drivers and barnmen cuit work on April 1lth,

At 6 P.M. on that date 1t was said that "not a street car wheel was furn~
ing on the 52 miles of track. " The cable line men, however, accepted the reduction
" and worked right along,"

Eva Gay, in her book " A Tale of the Twin Cities," which was published
#n 1889 by Thomas A. Claric & Company, also states that the company posted the fol=

lowing notice in all of the barns " late that FPriday evening:"

"St.Paul City Railway Company, April 12,1889,

Spe€ial Nogice No. 213.
Any employes who have Quit work today, and desire to return, can do so

by Monday,April 15; but any who do not care to avail themselves of this privilege
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will call for their time and cash-in their boxes by the above date.

A, L. Scott, Superintendent."

From the company's standpoint, however, this notice failed of its

desired effect. So intolerable was the situation that the city decided to do
something about it., The council met on April 16, to consider and take action

on the following petition: " "WE the undersigned citizens of St.Paul urge the

city council to « . . compel the street railway company to operate its lines at
once, or esince the company has an ewmeclusive franchise, to force a forfeiture of the
same, and let the city control the street railway itself, *

Approximately 10,000 names were attached to the petition. The action
taken by the council was to formulate a set of resolutions on ite own account, the
first of which read: "Whereas, The St.Paul City Railway has falled and neglected
to furnish the general public of said city with its usual transportation facilities
for Weveral days « . . by falling and neglecting to run its horse cars ( so-called)
upon, over and along the different routes in saild city, upon which it has established
tracks, without reasonable excuse for such neglect now therefore, be it

"Resolved, That the proper city authorities be, and they are hereby
authorized and directed that, unless said aforesaid city railway company shall,
within three days after this date cause their said lines of railway to be fully
operated, to forthwith cause such proceedings to be instituted and prosecuted to
the end thereof that the charter, under and by virtue of which said compeny are
now transacting business in sald city under their said name and franchise shall
be declared forfeited, annulled and forever vold."

Quite in keeping with the spirit of the petition, an alderman from
the 6th ward presented the following drastiw resolutions

"Whereas, The St.Paul City Railway Company is not furnishing proper
and sufficient service on its lines in the 6th ward, and

Whereas, The sald tracks of the said St.Paul City Railway Company
have never been accepted by the company, as provided by ordinance; there be it

Resolved, That the city engineer be and is hereby instructed to cause
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all of said tracks in the 6th ward to be teken up and removed out of the streets
in said ward within ten days after the passage and approval of this resolution."
This resolutlion passed., Just a few hours prior to the council's
action, the matter of the franchise had been under consideration by the state
legislature, and Representative Gebhard Willrich, secretary of the Ramsey del=
egation, introduced a bill in the house which, after acrimonius debate, passed.
While the friends of the bill were awaiting action by the senate, the council took
occasion to commend heartily the action of thé house of representatives which repeal=
ed a special act already on the statute books, an ordinance giving the stree rail=
way compeny exclusive control over St.Paul's streets, and at the same time "ure
gently requested the senators from this country to . . . secure the passage of
said repealing act by the senato%a; sooﬁ as possible,"
When the Minneapolis councll met, a few days following the session
of the St.Paml council, it adopted a contrary.COurse. although it did pass a
resolution "providing for the forfeiture of the franchise if the railway company
failed to run its cers by noon of Monday, April 22. " The mayor, however,

returned it to the council unsigned, and when it was again voted on it lacked

the two=thirds vote necessary to make 1t law,

In bo;h cities the company attempted to run cars, but was unsuccess-
ful. Although only a week had elapsed since the beginning of the strike ,serious
disturbances broke out in Minneapolis, On Riverside Ave, two cars were tipped over,
and the police had to be reinforced to cope with an angry crowd, finding it neces=
sary to use thelir clubs,

In St.Paul, while there was no major disturbance, cars, which began
running on April 18, were well protected from possible harm, " Escorted by an
imposing array of police and railway officials," as Eva Gay expressed it, " in
the saintly city seversl cars were run each day. A large number of drivers were
imported from other places, The citizens walked or patronized the bus line oper=

ated by the strikers. The new drivers seemed to tire of their work and desertions
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were frequent, Lhere were few disturbances, and the large police force had but
1ittle work to do."

The bill which would have repealed the act validating the city ors
dinance granting a franchise to the St.Paul street railway company, was duly
defeated in the senate, 26 to 8; as a conseguence the strike in St.Paul was
declered off, the men returning to work at the new scale of wages although not
obliged to sign the "ironclad", The strike in Minneapolis, on the contrary, was
not called off, some of the men going back to work, others remaining out, But,
after a week or two, the street car company was again able to offer uninterrupted

service, end the strike in both cities was overs
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The St.Paul Fire Department of the eighties, although vastly im-
proved in efficiency over the old Volunteer brigade of the decade before,
found it hard to cope with its large assignments. On March 7,1880, the
Auverbach, Finch & Culbertson fire, while less spectacular than some had been ,
exceeded in property loes all previous recordss It was St.Paul's first million
dollar balze, Despite all possible efforts at salvage , the total loss reached
that figure. “his high loss was sustained because the building, which was five
stories in height and occupied a frontage of 145 feet on Jackson street and 110
on Fourth street, was packed from basement to fourth floor with drygoods and mer-
chandise,

' Requiting the attendance of the department for twenty-four hours, and
additional apparatus from Minneapolis, which was rushed by special car provided by
the St.Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Rallroad, the conflagration seriously
threatened the old Merchants Hotel, The latter, however, although separated by
nothing more than a delapidated frame building, escaped. Uﬂﬁflng efforts of the
department, supplemented by-& donkey pump and line of hose which kept it well sat=

urated, accomplished the seeming miracle,

The next major fire occurred in August of that year, It embraced the ware=

house of Averill, Russell & Carpenter, end the establishment of P. H. Kelly &
Company, wholesale grocers, located in the block at Sibley and Third streets, and
the loss aggregated § 667,000 —— a loss borne jointly by the two principals and the
owners of a number of adjoining properties,

In the State Capitol blaze the following year, no lives were lost,
fortunately, although there were narrow escapes, and the State Treasury, which
held in trust funds some § 2,000,000, as well as valuable records, was protected
by fireproof vaults. Many library books were thrown out of the windows.aaeiso
saved.

The Minnesota Historical Society, on that occasion, was fortunate.

Located in the basement of the Capitol, its valuable contents were for the most
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part removed to the Universalist church, which was near by, before the flames reached
ite

The first death of a fireman in a St.Paul fire occurred in August, 1882.

While in the performance of his duty Fred Guion died, and his widowy according

to A, J. Muller, author of the History of the Police and Fire Departments of the

Twin Cities, received from the city $200 " in lieu of all future claims,"

~ Page 215/,
t 1s surprising that the records do not reveal the details of this tragedy.
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Probably no more spectacular conflagration ever took place in St.Paul
than the destruction of the Ryan Drug House. Burning chemicals, and storaged linseed
and lard oil combined to produce effects extravagently brillient and peculiar,
It 1s said that no less than ten thousand persons looked on, enthralled, while in
this magnificent but terrifying spectacle they watched window glass shrivel into
minute balls, and strange chemical combinations work bizarre wonders, It is also
stated that the rubber coats of firemen melted, and that water, poured into the
¥lurid pit¥ by tans, underwent a weird transformation; even before it reached the
fire it was steam,

QOccurring in January.1886, this Ryan Drug House fire was the fore=
runner, all within a short space of time, of four great conflagrations, With a loss
of twenty-five cars the St.Paul Street Railway'e barns were burned, on Iebruary 10th,
It is pleasant to chronicle that the horses were all saved. In February, too, the
Mannheimer block, at the corner of Third and Minnesota streets, caught fire, a loss
of $96,304 resultinge. Next in order was the Sherman block, at Sizth and Wabasha,
and the flames communicating with three neighborhood buildings, caused damage to
the extent of $ 28,630,

One of the firemen, Peter Okerman, lost his 1ife in the Sherman
block blaze, by a fall down &ncelevator shaft,
The iorst fire during 1887 was confined to the wholesale district,

when the Burbank Clothing Company's factory was destroyed, The year 1888 was com=
paratively free from disasters of this nature, but in the early weeks of 1899, large
fires again reached epidemic proportions = four in rapid succession. The offices of
the Chicago, St.Paul, Minneapclis Railway Compeny were first to suffer, on Jamuary

18th, loss $ 22,000.00 Three days later, the Davidson Yrand Opera House, leading

theatre of St.Paul, burst into flame, Although fire was discovered under the stage

at seven o'clack in morning the best efforts of the firefighters proved unavailing,
the building was gutteds The very next day the Berrisford Building, at Bifth

and Minnesote streets, went up in smoke, and in this case the loss was $ 40,000
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A two month's respite from disastrous fires followed, but in March the
stockyards of the Van Hoven Meat & Provision Company, on Stewart Ave. near
Victoria street met destruction. Lack of water nullified the work of the departe
ment in this case, inasmuch as only onestream could be directed at the bdiaze
through an inadequate supply of hoses Nevertheless, even though this hose
had to be ntfetched to a pond, it did manage to accomplish one good result; the stream
saved from destruction 300 sheep and the office building of the plant, However,
$30,000 worth of property was destroyed.

By actual test, the department, despite its inadequacies, had performed

faithful service, and when on Septembar 5th, 1889, the mayor of Winona telegraphed

a request for assistance in fighting a fire which, according to him, threatened
L7 V4 I A

‘ Vo Yand Su, , 3 :
the entire city, the implied compliment was appreciate&54No.1 of the St.Paul

department, it is of record, rendered on this occasion valuable assistance.

Rager to improve the fire-fighting capacity of the department two fire
wardens were appointed by act of the legislature that year, The Board of Fire
Commissioners were to direct and control their activities., While the year before,
construction was limited to an addition to Engine House No.2, for the purpose of
housing a new water-tower, which, it was confidently expected, would revolutione
ize fire fighting, the improvement now was more far reaching, Under this new
system of inspection by the Board of Fire Commissioners St.Paul wgs divided into
two fire districts, with the result that small fires decreaseds

Several years elapsed without strain to the fire equipment, when. on Nove
17,1391. the St.Paul wholesale district was the scene of a great fire which iavolved
two buildings = Griggs, Cooper & Co., grocers; and Farwell, Ozmun, Kirk & Co.,
hardware, These ad joining establishments, each five stories high, were on lower
Third street. Despite the best efforts of the St.Paul department, and assistance
from that of Minneapolis, both wholesale houses were totally destroyed.

Since there were many narrow escapes and no loss of 1ife occurred at

the fire itself, the department had hardly taken note of its good fortune in that
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respect when ten men were killed by a falling wall while at work in the ruins two
weeks later, Another fatality, the result also of an acclident, marked 1892. Hastening
toa blaié in an Bagle street storage house, Captain John Conroy suddenly saw, di=
rectly in his path, a emall child whe in play darted out into the street.

By a mighty effort he manafed to avold the child but his vehicle overturned and in
the crash he received a severe injury, from which he died on October 2nd. The

History of the Police and Fire Departments of the Twin Cities, appropriately observes

that his deed was " no less heroic, if less spectacular than if he had carried the
child to safety through smoke and flame, "

[T'History of the Polige and Fire Departments of the Twin Cities, by Muller, A. J. ,

Am. Land and Title Association, St.Paul & Minneapolis, 1899.p.225;7.

Lieutenant Michael Cloonan, of Engine Co. No.8, was a fatalify the
following year, At a fire which enveloped the Dyer Bros., Music House, he fell from
the top of a high extension ladier, overcome by smoke, head forward to the ground, &
distance of seventy feet. Holding the hose nozzle close to the devastating flames,he
hed held grimly to his post until unconscious,

At this fire Captain Strapp nearly lost his 1ife in the same way, and
near the same spot. He had strength enough to gasp, however, that he was falling,
end the man‘next below him on the ladder, who chanced to be his brother John,
caught and held him until both received assistance. Later, Jerry Strapp became
fire chief, succeéding Chief Jackson.

With as slender a margin of escape as that of Jerry Strapp, Lieutenant
John Murphy, falling in much the same manner as Cloonan, was deflected by an
open window and dropped into the btuilding. luckily bvefore suffocating flames could
reach him, he was rescued by Chief Jackson and & number of other firemen,

Put to the test by a total of 722 alarms in 1894, which was 117 more
than in the preceding year, the department nevertheless acquitted itself creditably,
and the fact that the total fire loss for the year was less by $325,000, was halled

as striking proof of the rising efficliency of the department. Although hard times
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forced the Board of Fire Commissioners to curtall department costs, which meant
reduced salaries for conscientious and underpaid men, no impairment to the service
resulteds And when it is taken into consideration that the St.Paul apparatus
responded to raquests; from points as far away as Duluth and Superior, as well
as urgent calls from Minneapolis, as happened in 1891, its steady growth
is at once apparent.

A humorous incident having to do with fire alarm boxes of that day
is told by George Vincent Guerin. Mr.Guerin is the only living son of the early
settler, V‘tal Guerin, Louis Liverpool, the ecéentric negro character, was at the
Summit Avenue "lookout", which commands an extensive wiew of the Seventh
Avenue district, when he happened to see, in the vicinity of Schmidt's Brewery,
a building in flamess

Now it was the duty of some person in the neighborhood where a fire
was discovered to turn in the alarm, but Louis Liverpool, not familiar with new
regulations governing fires, went to the box nearest him, As a result the fire
department went to the "lookout",at Summit and Western Avenues, which was a long
distance from the fire, When the chief drove up and asked where the fire was, and
Louis pointed to the remote location, the chief demanded, "What reason have you got
for using this fire alarm box," Louis was 1ndignanf; Guerin says, " Lookie here,
Mr.,Fire Chief ",blustered Liverpool," It's my business to turn in the alarm when
'ah! sees a fire and'ah' conceives 1t to be your business to go to 1t,"
‘[- Interview of Geo,Ve. Guerin, April 8.194§7;

Louis Liverpool enjoyed a degree of fame as a local hoxer, He used
to do considerable boxing at Number 9 Fire Engine house, which was next door
to hies home. It is said he taught Danny Needham how to box, end Needham became
one of StePaul's best professionals, In one of John L. Sullivan's visits
to St.Paul, the champion's manager offered $500 to any man whom he failed to
knockout in four rounds and Louis Liverpool, probably egged on by his firemen friends

at No.9, accepted the challenge. Market Hall was the scene of the conflict. Against

the mighty John L. Loule Liverpool lasted considerably lems than a round. When revi=

'




ST.PAUL,THE CITY . Chapter XI

ved , he kept asking over and over again, " Where is I? "
Many stories are told of Louis Liverpool. Following many pursuits
such as peddler, lottery and policy ticket seller, fireman, policeman, jailor,
and expressman = proprietor of the Colored Express Company, and what not )
Liverpool had many odd experkences, He always boasted that Louls W. Hill, son of
the Empire Builder, was a particular friend of his, It 1s said when the phaeton, which
had been in the Hill family for years became outdated, Liverpool fell heir to ite.
This acquisition so pleased Liverpool that he reserved a place for it in his
back yard where it easlily could be seen by his neighborses Then each Sunday he would
appear 1n.Prince Albert and high silk ﬁat » and so accoutred hitch up the horse and
assisting Mrs. Liverpool into the phaeton, with & prideful flourish set out for
church, During workdays he was sole owner of the "Colored Express Company." which
firm neme was painted in large letiers on each side of his dray, and from the high

driver's seat this man of ample proportions would salute his friends and acquaint-
ences with a cheery if stentorian "Hello,boss."

As special policeman at Lexington Baseball Park, Liverpool patrolléd the
heights above the southern wall., His duties consisted largely of keeping boys
from climbing over the fence or seeking admittance by other devious means, and in

the performance of his duties no special policeman could have surpassed his dige

nified galt or won a more highly polished stzr,

Whenever there was a director's meeting of the Great Northern Railroad
Liverpool was instinctively present, Stories are told of certain proceedings
in which the directors, for a diversion, would relax from their labors long
enough to introduce a new order of busimess in which by premeditation Liverpool
figured, On one occasion, as soon as the door opened and the latter entered, Louis
We Hill motioned him to a seat, and turning to his fellow directors, demandeds
"Let's see, what's that new order of business to donate to Mr.Louis Liverpool
the sum of five dollars for - " He was interrupted at this point by his colleagues
many of then objecting stremnuously to the donation , and stating impressive reasons

for their objections, but after they had had their relaxation, Louils Hill presented
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Liverpool with a five dollar bill in accordance with a mysterious vote of the
directoratel

Three of Louis Liverpool's friends, Joseph T, Harris, A, B, White, and
John M.Culver, firemen at Engine House No,9, and John F. Skorczewski, a neighbor
across the alley from the former Liverpool residence , who lives at 206 Thomas street,
St.Paul, all contemporaries , who are responsibi® for the foregoing lLiverpool stories,
can tell many others concerning the many sided Louls, for all of which they vouch.
Louls Liverpool died in 1926, they state,

Whatever happenead to the old phaeton ‘would be another story, and
perhaps Louis W,Hill knows that one., As for the Hill empire its growth was
still remarkable, Under James J.Hill's leadership a modest railrosd mucleus had
been steadily built up and expanded and when it bacame, in 18390, the Great
Northern Railway system, it was still capable of attaining new heights of developm
mente Hill's successes benefited Minneapolis as well as St.Paul, and he wés pleased
at cthis, for it was always his belief that time would unite the unfriendly twins
into one city.

Street railway development in St.Paul could not be called speedy,
Although new lines were added at intervals it was not until 1887 that horsedrawn
vehicles became obsolete in this city and cable-cars were installed to meet

growing traffic needs., Cable-cars, in turn, capltulated to electric cars

in 1890, Fufﬁter development of street railways will be traced in & subsequent

chapter,

The race in population, which St.Paul had lost to Minneapolis, is shown
y)
in the dollowing figures = from the Minneapolis Tribune, Aug,16,1885:

o =

MINNEAPOLIS ; ST.PAUL

1870= 13,066 20,030
1880- 46,887 = 41,173
1885-128,200 ===111,387
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However, St.Peul had died hard, Folwell, in his History of Minnesota

(Vol.3,Minnesota Historical Society, St.Paul, 1926,pp. 479-489), gives concisely

the exciting details. The passage in 1889, of the act by Céngress, which provided

for the eleventh cekisus, was the signal for intense activity on the part of both

cities. Organizations were set up to see that every inhabitant was counted =
as meny times as possible , and spies were sent between the cities to report on
illegalities, After St.Paul had instigated a group of arrests in Minneapolis and
feelings had risen to an ugly pitch, Rovert E. Porter, superintendent of the Census,
called for a recount. This recount determined that Minneapolis had won the race =~
both as to actual population and in the number of persons fraudulently added to
rolls. Five St;Panl men<wereiindictéd and 28 indictments were returned in Minneapolis.
The St.Paul men could not be convicted and in Minneapolis, small fines, which were
raised among the citizens, were levied. All of those involved in the scandal were
cleared in the public mind as simply possessing an overabundance of civic spirit,
To that excessive zeal may be attributed, no dount, the puerile sophis=
tries underlying most intércity rivalries., However, a battle had fought and loste
By 1900 it was 1inereasingly clear that St.Peul could never regain a numerical
superlority over her upriver rival or indeed make the race even fairly close,
That race was definitely over. But the larger race, on the longer race course
remained, and on that track St.Paul as well as Minneapolis could find abundant
space and, taking stock of past errors, with fresh wisdom and tolerance approach

maturity. Twins have done this before,
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January 5, 1897, amid the

closed the previous day, as
accentuate the chaos wrought by the Bank of ! nes an three
days before Christmas. Senator Knnte Nelson was
a bankruptcy measure, and Congressman Loren "Your Un
alding him. No one had thought of insuring the savings of depositors.
"St. faul banks were put to the test yesflerday," an account of Monday's

collapse read, '"three comparatively unimportant ones went

iermania bank whose condition has been common -gossip for about two
the West Side Bank succumbed

. about noon

cleared through the Allemania and s susvnension was

the Allemania." ['St.




"St.Rgul benks were put to the test yesterday," the account of Monday's =a
collapse fbgd}“three comparatively unimportant ones went to the walll... The
Germania bank whose condition has ﬂgen common gossip, for about twoe weeks, did
not open its‘doors yesterday at all... about noon the West Side bank succumbed
to the pressure. This bank cledred through the Allemania and its suspension
was due directly to the going down ¢f the Allemania." (G, Ja.4)

Thus began a year of investigations, indictments, and depositors' protest
meetings, "Unimportant" Sfmm appears hardly the proper description of these
failures, for $225,000 in deposits had been drawn from the Germania the nine

days beforeit collapsed. Yet hundreds of small life savings were pinched in

the failures and the city had $49,000 deposited in Germania.

The Minnesote Farmers Alliance held its annual meéeting that-—week. Ignatius

Donnelly attributed the poor attendance to the organization of the Peop}?é[party.

P.H.Rahilly, Leke City, attacked the =k railroads, and reviewed the many reports

of dishonest weighing and grading of grain. An 8 hour day for labor was discussed.
B it L 15 5 Pan) % the clens af Saburded Jmecy B, wiesd whine

follows: '

1. Bafik of Minnesota = to reorganize April 1. 3,000 depositors
agreed on a plan to recover deposits.

2 Allemania bank- President Albert Scheffer. In the hands of
Receiver Maurice Auerbach.

2. Union bank = Receiver Maurice Auerbach.

4, Germania bank— President Willius = more time needed.

5, West Side bank = Assignee Staples

6. North St. Paul bank - President H.,A.Castle. Receiver John

F, Fitzpatrick.
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Ten days later, the Minnesota Savings bank entered valhalla and the Bickels,
g::ter and son,gained notoriety shuttling between jailer and bondsman.

The laymsn is inclined to the belief that failures were due more to plain
peculations, broken trusts, local mismanagement than to reactions from national

conditions. While headline writers announced the failures as "Weak Banks Go',

it must also be remembered that more than a year commonly elapsed before some

banks were examined or reported to state examining authorities. There was little

regulation. <t I

o
St. Paul had a taste of culture that January in visits by James Whitcomb
RA Al oA

Riley, John Fox,Jr., and Buth McEmery Stuart, 11terar;fiz;§§; of their day. Hoa
People's church sponsored them, h

Secretary Jackson of Associated Charibieg/at a quarterly meeting in office
headquarters,Room 1004,New York Life building, cast some light upon the socially

isolated of the time.

"... the chief cause of increased applications," said Jackson, "is that a
larger number than usual are from classes who need little aid, but these appli=
cants were brought to the condition of need by sickness as well as by a long
period of unemployment.

"We daily find several families without enough either of food or fuel to
last even one day; not infrequently they are entirely destitute..."

"In Ishpeming,Michigan, all the churches have been soldé for taxes," another
report noted. Brighter outlooks continued from the east,however, where the
inceease in deposits %n New York for onelweek exceeded $17,000,000.

Thatfqold Jénuarj; ihe Hack and Cab Dfivers Jnion won a victory over the
city.mikim An ordinance passed mxikk prohibilfted hackmen from allowing their
teams zxxxtaxstam and licensed hacks to stand on asphalt streets for a greater
continuous period that 30 minutes. The great men's carriages were not held to
the ordinance,however. Said the Court:" a pair of bobégils driven for pleasure
accupy as much spaceiand do quite as much prancing and stamping on the pavement,

as does honest '01d Dobbin', who,while dreaming of oats, dozes his life away in

front of a hack or express wagon by curbside." ( )
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Agsociated Charities’in a meeting January 12‘discussed the curfew law, At
that time 30 towns in Minnesota had a curfew and there were 200 cities and towns

in the United States with the law. / p:
T 7/

,

Hox The Hon. Ignatius Donnelly ﬂr&wing;anﬁillustfﬁﬁEwEEEEEf*toMé;g}gggwbad~w

one final skirmish in the legislative halls., This day of January 17, he won the

4

oppositio%is respect and support in his rebuke of Judge Hicks of Hennepinjﬁ;rhad
attacked him, )

Judge Hicks, as chairman of the commission of elections}would assume mandatory
powers and when thwarted, he poured slander and contumely upon Donnelly.

"I have no desire to prolong this controversy," ssdd Mr. Donnelly "... But
when the gentleman made a veiled but plainly podnted attack upon myself, I ha d
no éég@# but to reply. I am getting to be an old,man, and I shall not live a
great while longer Wut when the history of the Northwest shall be written, I
think the verdict of posterity will be that I have never failed to work for the
people of the state. No man can point his finger to a single thing, and say
that I ever sustained a wrong or put a dollar in my pocket at the expense of
the state. No man can point his finger to a single thing, and say that I ever
sustained a wrong expense of the state. But listen! Day before yesterday when
that gigantic robbery was before the House in the form of a resolution to investi-
gate the Mountain Iron Mine, the gentleman from Hennepin was the only one who
tried to turn the House aside from the direct course and have the matter referred
to the attorney-general. Yet when the matter came to a vote he had not the mmx
courage to vote against the resolution. Thank God while I have had faults of
my ownJI was never mean as that." Thus the Nininger Sage dissected his opponent
to the high glee even of Judge Hicks' political brethren,

January 17, Mrs. E.W.Gilbert passed away at the home of her son, Cass Gilbert.
She was the widow of General Gilbert who had come broken in health to St. Paul

at the close of the Civil War and who died in 1867.

Judge Bunn on January 18 ruled that "all persons who deposited money in the

Bank of Minnesota on Tuesday,December 22,1896, the day the bank closed its doors

will get their money back," }

L2
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a vault deep down under the Capitolito safeguard the state's funds from the
‘quicksands'of private banking. (Gl. Ja.l19)

More St.Paulites found themselves with unrequiting checkbooks January 19,
Said the Globe:

"The expected happened yesterday, when the Minnesota Savings bank, at 7th
and Wabasha streets, closed its doors, and through the means of a card posted
on the front window»announced that an assignment had been made to William Bickel."
Depositors protested the assignment to another member of the Bickel family and
called & meeting.

"Claudimws F. Bombach," ran one news account "acted as chairman of a meeting
of the depositors of the Minnesota Savings bank held yesterday.... cheered the
depositors some by announcing that in his opinion about 75 per cent of the assets
of the bank were worthless. He suggested... it might be possible to make it
interesting for W.,F.Bickel."

Another depositor charged that "a number of gentlemen: pretending to be friends
of the unfortunate depositors had secured places on the committee of seven which
was appointed to investigate for the depositors." Excessive loans to the wife
of Cashier Bickel was a point of investigation.

Before the city fathers in February came a new proposition from the Milwaukee

rallroad to resolve the levee issue. The road needed the levee strip for yardage

space. It proposed to rebuild the Summit bridge and conceded the city right
to bulld a Broadway bridge. It also admitted the City's ownership of the dis=
puted levee pfoperty. An improved building program for the Union depot resulted.
The state senate decided to investigate Labor Commissioner Powers upon charges
of politics,unauthorized use of state labor,and minor matters.
'7%%7“'—_/5§:nﬁississippi river burst out of its banks in April.

"On the West side and lower Polander Flats,"reported the Globe r the condition

of many of the people is pitiable in the extreme," By midnight,April 1, the xk
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river was risen to 14.8 feet, the highest since 1881, It had reached 14.4 feet

/ +

in 1888}and 14,7 feet in 1893, But this was\a prelude.

“Along the river front," continued & later account'" the condition of the
people is worse wik than elsewhere. The houses are mere huts and the people liv-
ing in them are of the very poor class. Many of them do not even own a boateses
One man living on Fenton street has a famlly of five children and two of them
are sick in bed. The house was flooded with water and his family were really
in danger." ;

A Ao At

The flood was enhamged by an ice jam that formed at 44th avenue North,Minnea=
polis, and damaged the/E.A.Smith saw mill and other property to the extent of
$100,000.

The situation in St. Paul's west and Polander Flats grew worse. The area
between "Tennessee street and Robertsop and Welland avenues was a perfect sea..."

Q«é%mmﬂs~an_éﬁxieus~nigh%w\ i |

"In many instances sights witnessed by the officers were appalling," wrote
the Globe reporter ( ) WAt 39 Water street, they found the family of
Amel Polasky imprisoned in a little one story dwelling with between 3 and 4 feet
of water on the floor. There were several children, ramingxix ranging in age
from one to ten years, and the wife, who is a cripple and unable to help herself
in the least. When the officers arrived they fmnd the family perched on barrels
and tables, and just as Sergeant Ryan stepped into the house one of the smaller
children fell in the water frmm the table on which it was seated and would
undoubtedly have been drowned but for the timely appearance of the officer. The
.ss father was out at the time..."

Again? "élﬁﬁo. 29 Water street, Stainish Visnesky and his wife were found
in & little room that had been built on the roof of their house. TWhen the

officers arrived, his wife was begging him to allow her to go to the house of

a neighbor, but he was loath to leave his possessions."

About 150 femilies fled the high water which continued to rise to the record
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mark of 18.05 feet by midnight,April 5, While floods, blizzards, and washouts
prevailed in Minnesota and the Dakotas, St, Paul began collecting relief funds

for its sufferers. High water breached the upper levee mmx east of James street,
=
and the Wabasha street bridge was threatened. South St.Paul citizehs)went to
|

work on their levee.
The state legislature named a bank investigating committee and reported such

doleful findings in closed St. Paul banks as:

]

I 1. Bank of Minnesota - W.H.Lightner, &x a receiver testified the October
7th report,showing balance due to the bank from Fort Dearborn National
bank of Chicago,of $135,605, 95,was false. The account was falsified
$100, 000,and the failureagﬁhsed by William Dawson,president, owing it |

$281, 000,

2. Minnesota Savings bank =~ Mr, Temple testifies to the record book being
tampered with and portions removed.... The bank's report made out
October 7,1895, was not filed with the Governor until February 6,
1897.(16 months later,hardly an up-to-date reportl] .... The personal
expenses of Mr., Bickel was mixed up with bank cash.

3. Allemania bank = Mr., Temple declared that the Allemania failed, in his
opinion, first,because of the lack of attention to details on the
part of the directors, especially shown by the fact that they had
held no meeting for over a year,and from some of the loans made. He
would say second, that it suffered from weak,inexperienced management.

(Globe,Apr. 7)

Donnelly, champion of the underdog, on April 8 pleaded the case of a

kxaxyx "crazy" man. Two days later, he unsheathed his sword for tramps.

Frank Hpskins, radical Populist editor, had been committed to the State
Insane hospital at Fergus Falls. Circumstances made his committal appear to be
a case of railroading a political enemy,for Hoskins was forthwith released.

Mr. Donnelly appealed to the legislature to expunge its records of the case.

"Certainly," said Donnelly," it was no good proof of insanity for Hoskins

to say that the banks were unsound. Had not subsequent events proved that he

was certainly correct?" The Sage cited the case of Judge E.St.Julian X Cox as
)

precedent for expunging the records. The motion was tabled,however,

Reapportionment was creating a merry scramble among Republicans and Democrats
in St. Paul. (Gl 4-10) Affairs at the Minnesota Soldiers Home were under scrutiny
and Judge Hicks was accused of whitewashing the investigation. Mr. Stockwell,

Minneapolis liberal, then launching a long and illustrous legislative career,
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led the opposition assault in the Soldiers Home probe.

Hard times prevailed in Wisconsin tpo, for a cranberry marsh, with the
berries selling at 4 cents a quart, went intdireceiver's hands., William Harding,
thrice off to the wars and thrice to the altlr, celebrated his 100th birthday
at Waseca,April 1. He weas the father $f Everhard Harding,then a University

\

professor.

Tempers flamed when the Ramsey delegation began redistricting the city and
SK . Tt Q’ﬂ.r‘L

/ i
the city's cilvic texture is observable.

"Instead of leaving the lst and 2nd wards together as the House and Senate
agree," stated one account "they put the north half of the 1st ward with the
9th. They split the lst ward a block or two north of Minnehaha street which
left the Celtic Senator (Tim Sheehan ) from the lst,in a district consisting
of the rest of the 1lst,2nd, and 3rd. When the Cicero of the northwestern
corner 'heard this he was playing pin pool at the Windsor., It was less than
10 minutes before his basso profundo was heard.... The lst ward, he insisted,
was & unit. It should not be divided for political exigencies. Its people
were one, etc.... Senator Stevens explained to>the;‘£héilfﬁi lst ward had
Republican voters ‘to burn... it could spare half its vote to counteract the
democratic 9th,and yet survive....He had Sheehan fixed, he gave him his own
half of the lst, 2nd, and the 3rd and Sam Lowenstein, who lived in the Srdlsaid
that was a Republican district too.

"®How could Tim object to get behind that? Why," said Sam "we are Tim's best
friends, although he didn't scem to know it. He has the lst ward. He's all
right just as long as the Swedes want him. When they don't want him he's
through..."

"The next plan adopted...? continued the account)"was to fix upon thg 4th,
5th, and 6th wards as one district...having a population of 42,000 ’25;52%%’A
fight was nearly precipitated. |

#We don't care," said Schiffman "put the 4th ward wher;ﬁver you want, Give
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us the 4¢h and 9th, We'll meet the Democrats anywhere you say. But you
go and tie us up with the West Side. We have never mixed with them, and there
are 10,000 Pops E}opulist;] over there that ought to be in the lunatic asylum."
Minneapolis meanwhile was not without its bank failures. The Washington
bank and the Scandia bank were such, The former ,it was averred, had done business
the while)using assets of Haugen,Johnson & company for several months as capital,
The latter had failed through officers' over-optimism rather am than irregularities,
it was held. (Globe,April 7),
The Weyerhaeuser ILumber company was strongly in favor of the Dingley Tariff

bill before Congress. It called for restoration of the lumber rate of $2 per M,

of 1883)upon Canadian lumber. jweyerhaeusers held American lumbering concerns

weukdxnat paying Jacks $1.40 a day, could not compete with the Canadian camps'

75 cents a day. The Globe charged misrepresentation of the facts and cited a
Jack's statement that Canadian wages ranged from $22 to $25 a month}while.Weyer—
haeuser was paying $18 a month the past winterﬂand that Weyerhaeuser did not
even pay $1.25 a day for millwork. ~(___—" N

Col. Alvaren Allen in April»had resumed management of the Merchants hotel.
Fargo,N.D. refused War department flood aid after the city had asked $10,000, then
rescinded the mffEx appeal.

The Globe's editor flippantly wrote:'"the Minneapolis saloons will close on
Sundays at 9:00 p.m. The back doors of Mihneapolis saloons will open at 9:06
Sunday evening." He also looked dourly upon the state legislature.

"Minnesota," he wrote " has a great 'reform' legislature in session. The
reapportionment bill}which passed the house yesterday)adds 5 representatives and
and 9 senators to two bodies already large enough}at ah added expense to the
state of $7,000 for each session."

- £,
Improved streetcar facilities continﬁ;&[a eivic issue,
"The streetzax railway company.... wants ...to get rid of the cable line. It

is assured of an ample supply of power from the Mississippi dams, and intends to

close its power houses and operate from that central plant..i..The track could be
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run up 4Third street and Summit avenue and then turn into Selby azain with the
construction of a few blocks of new line. Then the cable could be removed, and
the company's purpose would be secured," wrote a critic.

"The cost of this would be the great inconvenience to travel on Summit avenue,
and the practical ruin of the little beauty spot which consists of Summit Park
and its approaches." (Globe 4- ) Merriam Park residents were clamoring for
through service to the looplabout this time.

"The moist condition of the suburban district between the Twin Cities,"
commented a scribe}“ brings to mind a little pond, situated out near the end
of Marshall avenue, known to youngsters of the hill as Lake Sandy. It wasn't
so many years ago that leke Sandy was the favorite resort in good skating
weather of a band of young people. Sandy mes at that time twice as big as a
respectable mud puddle, and in the summer the small boys used to have lots of
fun swimming about in its muddy depths courting typhoid fever,dipik diptheria,
ete, " t61 4= —)—

In mid-April, John Lind obtained a verdict of $600 damages in his liébel
suit against the St. Paul Dispatch. He was pleased at the token reprisal for
slander to his reputation.

William Dawson,Jr., was indictedﬂx{on’April lSJon a charge of making a false
bank statement. Indictments of William Dawson,Sr.,president of the Bank of
Minnesota, and Robert L. Miller,assistant cashier,were drawn a week later. The
Dawsonswere an old established banking family in St. Paul and had been engaged
in private banking activities before the debacle of the Bank of Minnesota. The
raigsing of the Fort Dearborn bank account of by $100,000_and excessive loans
were the Dawsons' chief croppersx in the series of charges.

"What are you waiting around here for with these men?" fumed a bellicose
depositor when Dawson and Miller were in custody. "Why don't you put them in
jail, as you would any other prisoners?" (Gl.Apr. 18),

Unpledged bills receivable ran to the staggering total of $l,610,886’at the

Ras Dawson bank, Three members of the Dawson family alone were on the books

for a total of $206,000; the St. Paul Plow company for $195,545. Time deposits)
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ranging in amounts from $10 into thousands, totaled $836,925.78. (G1.4-18

Mayor Doran ineptly began a crusade against concert halls on a Saturday night.

“The first place visited by Captain Rouleau and Lieut. Bahe was Stmkaks

‘ — f—p’,j Wtd/
5§%?£ka's é;volla at Bridge Square," a~repurter note (ul Apr 18) " a number of
A

women were in the audience and one woman performer had completed her first song

of the evening... at Oscar Tankenhoff!s Palace Garden at 8th and Hobert streets,

the officers fbund the place crowded. FPalm Garden concert hall at Wabasha and

8th street was next)amid the wails of Proprietor Weinholzer."

families
The passage of several trainloads of Amish,Mennonite and Dunkard/through the

YVt & 7
citx)attracted interest that spring. About E,OO0,0f these sects settled in
Wells and Foster counties in North Dakota. The state Senate killed the Reeves

measure calling for a 5 cent ore tax. The 5t. Paul council was rent over a<—
~Its passage April 20 regulated types of equipment,lanes of travel,and rates of speed.
““Pcity cycling ordinance up for passage. A Speeding with horsedrawn vehicles was
not uncommon.
Heinigman
"Joseph HElmikgmam and Charles Cooper of Minneapolis," read an account,"were

locked up at the Prior avenue police station last nigh% on the charge of reckless

driving. The men... were racing down University avenue."

Work of the St.Paul YMCA was discussed at a quarterly meeting the last week
/’ p I / 2
in Apr11 at the Plymouth Congregational church. A building program had been en=
launched
thmgiaxtizly thusiastical lyzat a cornerstone laying;presided over by Pan—-American

Congress members  &k-in-1883+ The speculative craze and the ensuing crash found

this Christian edifice to youth still but a gaping excavation; so to remain for

. 20 years. H"“("'(-‘L{‘/J

Cf;;; Rev. Mr. Gambleﬁt!!ggggg!xfkiate in 1896 had set up clubrooms in the

‘Central block. These—ineluded—reception-reomyseeretaryle-office and Treading.room.

Edwin W. Winter,president of the Northern Pacific railroad company, resigned o
N oa X tp/is,

¥

that spring, Rumors that the senior road was coming under control of the Great
Northern)led to statements being made by Mr. Hill and J.P.Morgan and €ompafiy.
Said Mr, Hill: "I h&ve not purchased a dollar's worth of stock in the

3 f/
Northern Pacific nor do I expect too. "
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I?Afhat Hiil'; epic battle for control of the Northern Pacific came some
years éfter 1897,the statement appears forthright. The N.P. was reorganized,
however. In the transfer and reorganization, fixed charges were reduced five
million dollars, achieved when holders of the 100 million dollars of stock pre—
ferred to waive that amount in interests rather than undergo further assessments.

William F. Bickel,Jr.,head of the Minnesota Savings bank, was arrested on a
charge of grand larceny'April 29 in his attorney's office. Mrs. Bickel sought to
2@ provide bail of $2,500 by putting up a bond as security. Title to the same

was clouded,however, and the court refused it. Mr. Bickel remained two nights and

Pt f
f o
one day in jail,Pefore bail was raised. Fallure of the Minnesota Savings had
#

hit the laboring class of people particularly hard. A cook af for the Bickel
family brought charges against the bank officer.

Public school finance trouble again took the stage in city council discussions.
The N.P,Langford retrenchmedrplan espoused by Alderman Donahower raised a fury of
protest. The plan envisaged a telescoping of the school system. It was based on
éi pupil enro%went figure of 18,000 whereas more than 21,000 pupils were shown on
the rolls. The manual training school,branch high schools, and the teachers train—
ing school were to be closed; on-dissesmsnusd. .

"There is a proposition in the plan which appeared to make a 10 per cent
reduction in the salaries of teachers. If that were done," mumkim stated the
Globe,May 6,1897," there fould be over 150 teachers receiving each but $500 a
year or less, many of them less." At the time, 4 teachers were receiving $350
a year, 54 getting $400, 43 having $450, and 57 getting $500 a year.

On May 7, wrote the Globe :"President Ziégrman «ss Proposed to cut the
salaries of high school teachers, the number of teachers was to be increased
in that school owing to the closing of the manual training school and removal
of pupils to the High school. Pupils from the Cleveland and Humboldt schools

would also be transferred to the Central high school and the number of periods

increased from 5 to 6. Supervisors would be done away with and grade teach
.chers
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salaries equalized."

4

This was the enlightened program being coﬁcoéted by the city council and
the city school board on May 6. Basic causes of this situation are ramified and
controversial in nature. Its genesis was not born of the depression, for certain
forces of reaction had come out sharply and openly against the erection of a new
high school 15 years before and no doubt apathy with an antiquated city charter iaﬁ
long played into the hands of these forces., ( ) ( )

May 10, St. Paul citizens decided to teke up cudgels for their public schools.
A protest meeting was called to halt the closing of Mechanic Arts high school.
The St. Paul Bchool Unicn, somewhat of a forerunner to the PTA, was formed with
a full set of officers, headed by J.W.L. Corning, president.

The following night another protest meeting flamed up on the West Side. A
group met in Liedertofel hall to protest the proposed closing of the Humboldt
high school. Here was democracy in action.

"The hard times," sadd Dr. Vincent J. Hawkins, chairman of the meeting, as
quoted freely by the glgye)" had affected St. Paul as other cities, and this
made it necessary to cut expenses. The Powers had decided that one way to reduce
expenses was by doing away with branches of the public high schools. There were
other ways .... . the Bth wardjshould be the last place to commence the retrench~
ment. A few years ago the 6th ward had only a populatiog of 2,500 now it numbered
over 20,000, and to do away with the high school would be a step backward,"

Parents on May 13 held a third protest mecting to save Mechanics Arts high
school. F.I.Whitney was chairman and Charles Michaud,C.K,Sharood,0liver Crosby,
Rev. J.F.Stout, J.D.Estebrook, W.R.Tostevin, George J.Grant, Mrs. W.B.Hinckley,

-

and Mrs, H.D. West discussed issues¥, (Globe May 14),

"The city," declared William Foulke " was unfortunate in having in official ,/f/jiffw,“

L 4

positions people with very antiquated views as to education..."
In June,pleas increased, June 8 and 9 mass meetings were held to save Mechanics
Arts. Demands for a new city charter gained momentum as the schdol trouble was

traced in part to the faulty Bell instrument. June 16,Mechanic Arts closed.
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Inspector Anthony Yoerg attacked the school board for the closing. He stressed
the odd position of Principal Adoneran J. Smith of Central high school who four
years earlier had insisted Central high school was not large enough when a reallign-
ment threatened his seniority there.am Now Smith raised no voice against the plan
that jettisoned the branch schools and left the principal supreme at Central high

school.
June 29,the school board retreated from its earlier decision. It voted to

resume all three schools,Mechanic Arts,Humboldt, and Cleveland high schools after

September 1897.

State legislators had gone home and were mopping their hot brows over the corn
plows. They had successfully repealed an outmoded $200 horse thief bounty. sk
Herbert A, Winslow startled them by suing the state for a full bounty. Opportunist,
Winslow had captured a junior horse thief,Robert Brown,aged 10,‘but ambiguous lan-
guage of the repal measure entitled him to the full $200 bounty of B75.

"Look alive," ®as the heading of a Globe editorial in May)“ we are coming out

of the fatal cle of depressign.

d~a-one=man.) amb}}ffﬁ/diqggse when-a-Wiseensin

: \ ’/ - i ‘:‘.‘ 4 ; " £ e =
ok bﬁlkgﬂ at 4 -trensfar to-a new-pa¥ish. Mgr
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delegate heard the Acntroversy that devede d,ihto“gie§¢er démensiCHE Shansseened

necessar&.

“The common people," Wrote the nghe{f‘“~—’4“in launching the petitien fer
the voting of a new chatter," heard the news of this petition gladly. "They love
their public schools and desire to have them provided for."

A delegation of more then 400 Minnesotans gathered upon a spot of hallowed
ground at Gettysburg the morning of dJuly Blfor the dedication of a monument to
the memory of the First Minnesota regiment, Poignant emotions and memories must
have come back to many.

Present was Mrs. Messick,widow of Captain Messick who

had fallen on the third day in the second repulse of the Confederates in their

greatest bid for victory.

Governor Clough gave the dedicatory address. Judge Lochren,chairman of the

monument committee,also spoke.

Praising the deeds of the heroic First, he also
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fulminated upon the "drove of coffee cooling cowards who always haunt the rear
of active armies." With 82 per cent losses, the fated Gopher vanguard could not
have been doing much coffee drinking that July day 34 ke years before.

e xrabixafxmskx

“.+.Al1l that murky afternoon, we watched the struggling masses," recalled
Major McGinnis."...The roll of musketry, the crash of canndn filled the world.
But it never occurred to us that it would reach us here. Then the gray sea
prevailed. The blue shore was washed away; the flood and foam of fire, the
flame of red battle flags rolled up towards this solitary rock. Then we were
told to roll down and through it.

"We started. Then we saw it rolled around us. We went through it. The
wave washed back. We turned'saw the re-established line. The enemy had
disappeared, but we also,we were gone. It scemed as if the regiment had fled..."

Fourth of July morning,a Sunday,residents spent cleaning debris from a severe
wind storm. Social notes for this period showed: "Mrs. John Quincy Adams gave an
informal tea Monday afternoon...¥ " Mrs. A,R.Dalrymple gave a euchre party Friday
afternoon at her home on Summit avenue, for Mrs. Milburn of Chattanooga." Lawn

socials and bicycle parties were popular. kmkaxxi

Labor unions were flourishing and Maggie McClure,St.Paul,was vice president  1"“

7 Ly ‘;{‘Lz.{" (;
of the state federation. Col. Alvaren Allen,é;eéaﬁa:-of the Merchants hotel an
PAN |
beloved pioneer citizen, had his cup fiXtmi of sorrow filled to overflowing.

His eldest son,George H.,popular deputy shertff,committed suicide. The younger
son,Ehie,had likewise shot himself three years before. John Bell,%® 71, come to
St.Paul in 1850, died that summer. He mdxamza had once refused to pay $10 for
/ _
the corner lot on Bench and Wabasha where the Tivoli stood in the 90!'s.
The new city directory showed no population gains; 12,000 bt. Paulites were
estimated to be riding bicycles. Assemblyman Tim Reardon lost his Irisﬁ temper

when his Nellie,aged 17, eloped with a neighborhood pouth,Mark Early,23, A kindly

aunt in the country harbored Nellie and her swain until the pater's feelings had
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become adjusted to the facts.

The school board still wes having budget headaches. President Zimmerman called
attention to ax alarming sanitary conditions in schoolsﬁas well as to overcrowding.

"Lack of funds for school maintenance ...will not allow the xmzxk erection of
new buildings ... almost absolutely necessary," he said, and again:"..., The
department of health had occasion to close the Douglas school for a short perioed
during the past year, and have recommended that all schools .... be connected with
the general sewer system, and flush closets and mechanical ventilation be placed
in the same..."

Mayor Doran in an open letter depicted the school dilemma as stemming largely
from the tax situation. He wrote: " &dnd here it may not be amiss to refer to the
fact that in the year 1896 our assessed valuation was reduced $30,000,000, or a
sum the possible rewenues from which for school purposes amount to $105,000,"

"Mr, Lindahl," stated the Globe,August 4," m® made a talk about the need of
new buildings for the eastern part of the city. There were 350 school children ;
who were unable to attend school owing to there being no sitting for them..." {\

While charges of politics flew,board members raked their brains for solution :
of school problems. Withal the shortcomings of a bicameral city legislature were
shown and this added a new incentive to drive for a new city charter.

IBarnum and Bailey circus pitched its tents at University and Dale in mid-July.

"Let those who will," wrote a commentator "long for the 'old time show',%
esss In the 0ld days bareback riders were rare, the broad platform or resined
pad being the rule of the ring,and those bareback riders did little else than
pose. Bareback riding is now the only kind of ring riding and the riders are
accomplished acrobats..."

W.F.Streettxiiiijxuituxnzxx stat;'s attorney of newly organized Beltrami

/

county, came to town boasting\bf‘the young town,Bemidji, with its 300 population.

Tom FoYey,Chipage, famed billiarﬂs and baseball sponsor and of ola.ﬁremont house,

\ s

gave a three eushions exhibition?%
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Complaints were coming to the Mayor!s ears about police brutality and in-
efficiency??gbfficers at Ducas street station,iwsxmfxthsmxwere fined $25 and
were transferred for over-lusty clubwork. A Lieutenant Hanft was put in charge
of Rondo station to the joy of Germans in that neighborhood. Fort Snelling
district was detached from the Prior avenue mounted patrol and merged with the
Central station detail. Hamline citizens complained pienic and publiec houses at
the Fort took the entire patrol's attention.

The annual outing of the Retail Liquor Dealersrwhich attracted 1300 people
was more sedate than embroglios at Fort Snelling and Harris Park,

", .. the pell mell race after a greased pig," #rote a report of the sports
events, " was extremely ludicrous. When the porker was turned loose he made a
beeline for a bevy of women reclining upon the & grass. A hundred men and boys
followed in close pursuit. The women screamed ang sought the safety of the
grandstand, while the frightened pig doubled on his course and took madly after
them.... The Pig was finally surrounded,.."

Tax assessments on personal property of Ramsey county had been ;%ped
$2,285,000 by August 15 of 1897, The St.Paul City Rallway company and the
St.Paul Gas Light company had their valuation figures ralsed nearly $1,800,000,
The St, Paul Trust company's boost was $71,000, When the company had protested
a valuation figure of $40,000, the board of equalization replied with an assess=
ment of $111,000,

The Mayor and City Engineer Rundlett locked horns when the latter fired

Street Commissioner Michael D, Carrell of the 6th ward on charges of inefficiency,

Storm as Mayor Doran did over the discharge of his relative,Rundlett won his point,

Someone wanted to know why the school board was being charged $3.92 a ton for coal
then selling on the open market for $3.75 a ton.

The Allemania bank closing was creating an evergrowing crop of headaches, (Col.
Albert Scheffer,president of the bank,was shouted down at a depositors' protest

meeting, The Germania on the other hend was preparing to reopen,

Naming of 15 prominent men to the charter comnission marked g significant step,
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W.P.Clough was named chairman and its members were John D, O'Brien,Pierce
Butler,J.J.Parker, J.F.Xrieger, Henry J,Horn, H.C.McNair, W.P.Murray, W.H.
Lightner, William B, Dean, Charles N.Bell, Greenleaf Clark,George S.Innis,
A.H.Lindeke, and J,W.Lusk. Considerable discontent with this personnel was
expressed, for not only were Lawyers dominant but virtually the entire group

came from one Ward,the exclusive Seventh,

Mr. Bell parent of the famous Bell Charter was found reluctant to retire
e :?/,. . Bell :
his brainchild, ~Wsdte the Globe: "Mr,/has found upon communion with himself,

that by reason of his mXmwukisx devotion to the document that bears his name
and his fixed faith, as expressly stated in his letter that it deserves to rank
with the Ten Comnandments in unchangeableness..."

By duanst 13, harvasting threugh the northwest was ia full blget, Test
and rain had cut the wheat yisld to an estimated 130 millien bushels,

Mayor Doran under cross=fire and ill-temper had sent word to Police court
clerk Conroy that ¥hExwax he was a "doublewfaced cur." "But" said Congoy
laughing,"I didn't send back my opinion of the chief exscutive,because = well
because I didn't care to get into any argument.

"The Police department," wrote the Globe of August 14 "are in the chaos of
despair on account of the high handed methods of the rapidly increasing population
of criminals,.."

A patrolman was mNxgy quoted as saying "... in 2 hours the Central station
could be filled with crooks.... Instead they work at will both here and in
Minneapolis."

"The watch gag" and other confidemce rackets abounded. Confidence men sought
to enlist the services of hotel runners who met trains.

'An irate citizen wrote: "Dear Sir; There was a young man robbed of $90 night
before last in a small store on Sibley,near Stﬁ. They locked him in the store
and robbed him, The girl working in the hall next to the place heard his cries

and reported it, The policeman on the beat simply advised the poor victim to buy
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a ticket and go back home, although he knew who the robbers were., I have seen
nothing in the papers about this, and I wish you would investigate ..."

The contagion of irregularity of the police department passed over to other
departments,

"Resid=nts in the vicinity of Payne avenue and York street were treated to
a shooting affray Sunday evening, but no one was hurty" noted a Globe writer,
August 17," The parties were Poundmasters Welch and Hammergreen who laid aside
their chase after cows for the time being‘and devoted themselves to chasing
Yschooners! and 'snitts! in the saloons along Payne avenue.... Both men were
in full uniform and made a show of themselves, winding up by discharging their
revolvers jusé?make things lively. The regular police hustled td the scene,

after dispersing the crowi, had the twain taken to their homes,"

The same day, Gabriella Hale was arrested at 7th and Robert streets and

X )
\\\LL\charged with drunkenness, Arraigned in police court,she shouted "It's a lie,

a
Judge; it's wicked lie,.."

Vice conditions became a heated topic in council chambers. Disputants nearly
broke out in fisticuffs as one principal declared "so the pinches hurt when they
touch the flesh,"

Police were further embarrassed August 21 when George Roebuck)bound for the
Klondike with $7oq}lost hks his grubstake,A "con" man, Kid Furey, was taken into
custody. He fumed threats from his cell as did Mrs, Furey from outside.‘

“If W.H.Griffin or City Detective Gruber," reported the Globe that Saturday
"don't succeed in getting 'Kid' Furey out of the county jail by noon today, Mr,
Furey will divulge everything,

"Furey was mads, his wife was madder., Griffin was scared.

W 1,..Why you brought me here to this work,'claimed Furey to Griffin,"

The storm aroused caused the almost immediate return of $520 of Roebuck's
money. The $130 balance likewise mysteriously was returned to Roebuck who
was only too glad to depart for Alaska, Thus could the police expedite justice

when occasion demanded,
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Civic 1life proceeded into the new year with St. Paul showing progress out
of the depression that had reached its nadir in 1896. In January,the chatter
commission was hung up on the matter of letting city franchises.

"The charter commission appears to have fallen short in one of the most
important features of the trust committed to its care." wrote the Globe
editor of January 9,1898."Itrhas adopted an amendment to the charter declaring

that ! no ordinance. resolution or measure granting a franchise or authorizing

the issuance of bonds or certificaii.aﬁes of indébtedness without the submission
\ S ——

thereof 7or ratification to the electors of the city, should be valid or of any
force or effect unless approved by the Mayor in writing within ten days after
its passage by the council,"

",..The city of St. Paul has already had ample experience of the unwisdom
of granting perpetual franchises or of entrusting to the common council the

aald bned
power to grant franchises,whether perpetual or not," wrote the Globe in criticism.

i \
g
Labor forces about this time were organizing the Municipal Reform Labor
1eaguelto check up on and investigate city govermment and officials.,
Bob Fitzsimmons,heavyweight champion,was making a stage appearance in“’\

\ St.Paul the new year.

.\

(\\\ _ The charter commnission had the matter of defining liquor sales limitations
and districts tossed in its laps. Some held that this was a matter for the
council,

The banking debacles of the past 18 months were still being painfully etched
on the public mind by trials of the Dawsons and other banking officials., The
trail of justice is a devious and tenuous product in the many indictments and
suits brought before Judge Willis. ZEven at this late date,the observant cannot
help reflecting that justice was expedited too smoothly and facilely, In one
instance, Judge w11113)1n the recondite idiom of the bar liquidated one of the
maltifarious indictments of the Dawsons and hurried over to Minneapolis to be

in the vanguard of the reception committee for William Jennings Bryan. Judge

Willis rode in state into St. Paul beside the great Commoner.
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Y7y
On the occasion, Bryan was Minneapolis' guest om the annual Jackson Day

dinner. He addressed 10,000 people 1n the Ex%?sition hall of that city. 4 ‘;,;fi
y-.“ o LA (F [3. fj,g e gt [l
vl Thé‘report of Secrefary Hutchins' :lpnxt n {he St %aul Society fér The ouwd dom,

LenLL “Hopt 77

Relief of the Poor;lklnxﬂ showed applications for 1897-slightly less than in
the previous year. Need must have far surpassed the humble figures shown in
hies report,however., A sewing school serving 264 pupils, an industrial school
with 200 pupils, a day nursery society were other aids then extended.

January 12, County Attorney Anderson had called in Attorney-General Childs
to help him hold the last rampart in the Dawsons' drive for exoneration ¥ in
Judge Willis' court. The attorney-general cited a supreme court opinion in
vain. Judge Willis brushed it aside with the words ",..the opinion writéen by
the court is a mere literary essay on an abstract question,.."(Globe,Jan.12)

Attorney-General Childs retorted that"the matter had been brought squarely
before the Supreme Court, and a reading of the opinion would so show."

Parried Judge Willis: "How can a court say you can convict on an aggregate
of a number of offonses:when you cannot convict positively on anyone of them?"
The attorhey—ganeral quit the trial in disgust and County Attorney Anderson
subsided in the words "State rests," The name of one of St.Paulls oldest banking
families had been legally extricated fromitoils of the law.

The carriage firm of Crisham and Winch assigned. Francis L. Winch at the
hearing admitted to squandering $63,000 of an inheritance)in six years.

In mid-January, one John Kane secured a ¥ judgment of $3,250 against a
Lieutenant Bahe fmx of the police force for false arrest. Attorney "Long Pine"
Erwin represented the defense)and equally famous Attorney Butler the plaintiff,
The latter cited the "“many instances of gross brutality to citizens of St. Paul
InxtuExpaAxLx on the part of experienced officers,"

Bryan left the Twin Cities and behind him the wise adage that "If you keep
worrying about the financier, his interests will have two guardians, and you

will have none, Look out for yourself and your family,.."
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But the year,1898,held mbdre portentous events ahead for St. Paul. It was an
election year, A war of liberation blossomed into one of imperialism and the
United States plunged over the threshold of destiny dragging St.Paul and the
northwest with it as an entity. During the year, the first non-Republican
governor since Minnesota's entry to statehood was to take office. XHammmg¥x
Ishmux "Honest John" Lind, three times to Congress,was to march into the governor=
ship on a huge wave of xiXmxEiXwer patriotic ardor and pudblic resentment of past
regimes, The New Ulm school teacher,lawyer, and soldier strangely was to lose
a second term for office through political chicanery and while his popularity

was at its height.

-

Lind, tricked out of office,was to leave his opponent's inauguration upon a
office
strange mission, Straight for the S5t.Paul Dispatch]ﬂéaded the 1late governor

who already held a legal victory over that Republican sanctum. Accosting its
editor,Harry Black, Ex-Governor Lind swung a lusty,knockdown blow and "Black
Harry", as his enemies mischievously called him, went down under the same
duress that Richard Mansfield had expedited after a sour review., Editor Black

in Mansfield's assault had been an unwitting proxy for the paper's critic.
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THE NEW ERA (Part 1)

People still talked about the War with Spain and San Juan
Hill, some wondered where "Imperialism" in the Philippines would lead,
aa' .L Jm/r’l !‘eal 1 :‘,.
¥R most Americans KL that the year 1900 ushered in a new
century and a new era. To all external appearances the nation wms-
whbl hadn't changed. The amiable William McKinley sat in the White
House; Senator Mark Hanna, to whom the welfare of big business and
the welfare of the country were almost indistinguishable, stood behind

MecKinley, carrying out his role as Republican hmsx "boss;" business

men felt sure that the affairs of the United States would be managed

)
with a conservative regard for the rights and privileges of pooperty, o L

,/ﬂéll might they feel that way. The dragging business depression which
had blighted the country after the paniec of 1893 had come to an end in
1897; Dbumper wheat crops in the United States and a simultaneous crop
failure in “urope had turned the tide that summer -- almost precisely
as they ha& turned it in 1879, at the end of a previous span of lean
years. The boomvwhich began in 1897 was interrupted only momentarily

SO X SR X 3¢ 8 e X300 3 B0 YO CR0R0 I XX S YK 6 08 30k W 0 S XX
ExxX2ERAX Dby the outbreak of the Spanish War, and prosperity had e

returned.
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countr,
But it was a very different from the America of the

eighties and the nineties immimk to which prosperity had returned. New
industrial processes were ready for development; dx mass production
and the age of electricity were on their way. And it was important, ismpm
too, that the frontier was gone; no longer could Americans depend upon
hopeful expansion into the free lands beyond the plains as a safety-valve
for the pressure of imhammims industrial competition. America was on
the threshold of intensive economic development within its natural
boundaries.

XS F X SRR X XE O XX XA X T ¥ XK E OO X RS XA KB X e x af xkhvm
EER R XX XNARE xwAS xEerExX han x yuw sk X EXARAX AR FEX KX X XIBHX

For St. Panl the bland days of 1900 signified a transition
that few could see and none could evaluate. The city.#‘ising in irregular

and terrace
levelsﬁ'rom the Mississippi, had passed its highest rate of growth, its

major industries f already were settled and for the next forty-one years
to become
the general pattern of the city was set, >alnpeammisr colidified, Immme

more conservative. True, ilinssesssswheasit nmany beautiful buildings

were to be
ﬁrected in the coming years, imr population was to increase steadily --

if slowly == civic improvements were to be undertaken, but w—ﬂ—

=gt St. Paul had Tmmms stepped out of the aggressive pioneering

stage. From now on it would consolidate, -mmimssbsasa® rctrench without

actually knowing it was undergoing the process/.

>

PEVEIETRETHEPECHIOONTHIISTETACECIIREETHOCINCHOCE LTI ISE DG
BREEXKARXEXXKMBX KR XAATXEHXE Naturally, in an age of looking forward,
there was little reason for St. Paulites to think their city had reached

orh(W
its highest » or was on the verge of a plateau, economically.

According to bank clearings -~ coften the most reliable indication of a
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city's progress — the greatest expansion of St, Paul came in the jimw

‘82¥%
ten years after 182%. In Shadsyear, bank clearings totaled $19,290,478;

ten years later, the total was $118,348,997 -- an increase of 613.4 per
1. Frow. 1§20 W 1890,
cent . the population jumped from 2o, o3¢ ';3 /43 (1.
e, e
After 1885, the pef centage increase of bank clearings droppe@f\ﬁﬁfiﬁ"

reached a new high mark of a 146.2 per cent increase in the ten years after

2.
1915.

/m /fi‘o,'*()
AlthoughA its population growth had slowed down somewhat, St.
Paul was enjoying #& p position of economic, politieal and social leader=

ship in the Northwest, J#k One of the important reasons for that was the

immensely strong position of the railroads owned by James ¥ J. Hill.

Another was the virtual monopolyLy the great lumbering firm of

Weyerh%ser. Another was the increasing pfoduction of the stockyards at
South 8t. Paul., XHEEEXHEFEXEYHEAFXANAXAFEXHANIXEKE Ten miles away, in

the neighboring city of Minneapolis, the foundetion had been laid for the
greatest wheat storage and milling equipment in the world, and to get that
wheat to market from the grxmaxy miles and miles of wheat fields in the
Northwest ~- extending from Minnesota tc the Dakotas -~ there was only one
means of transportation, the Northern Pacific Railroad end the Great
Northern, both w{t—x by James J. Hill.

The story of St. Paul's wealth and economic influence in these
years can largely be traced to the railroads, and to fully understand what
forces had brought about this leadership -- the same forces that w.ere, e
to have such far-reaching political ## effects in later years -—- an exam-

“M'“'MM
ination should be made of the life of James J. Hill and &% his/lrailroad

systems, Wesimsnnnned-dde conbilgnb e

1. History of St. Paul Clearing House. Commeréial West, June 10, 1939. p.98
2, 1pld., p. 98
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In 1865, there were 35,000 miles of steam railways in the

United States, practically all east of the M, ssissippi. By 1900,

i
with just under 200,000 miles in operation, the United States had a

greater railway mileage than all Europe.l. The effect of this increase
in mileage upon St. Paul, the Northwest -- indeed, the nation as a
whole =-- canmakxhk® was enormously important,

"A transportation system such as this required state and
federal legislation, colossal sums of money, and the lgbor of myriads.
It affected the fortunes of almost anyone in the country, and of
millions abroad as well. It gave a new wrench to the body politic,

-

already distorted by the (Civil) war. Railway expansion touched

American life at countless points. It closely interacted with western

migration :
#(and settlement, with the iron and ste&l industry, and

with agriculture: it greased the way for big business and high finance,
helped to pollute politics, and gave birth to the new type of successful

corporation jeespms lawyer. Another revolution in transportation

wrought by the internal combustion engine and the motor-car have so
overshadowed the railroads that it is difficult for the present generation
to realize how completely they dominated the industrial and political
world for almost fifty years after the Civil War." 3

James J. Hill settled his domain in the Northwest in a manner
typical of the transcontinental builders. They pushed out in the plains
far in advance of settlers, advertised for immigrants in the Eastern
states and Europe, transported them at wholesale rates to the prairie
railhead, and sold them land at from one to tem dollars an acre. The

agents of James J. Hill scoured Europe for settlers and met new arrimals

at the piers in New York; Henry Villard of Northern Rl Paatcific
(g}

1. Growth of the American Republic, M rison and Commager, vol. 2, p. @& 105
2. ibid., p- 106 \
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employed almost a thousand agents in England continental Eurecpe.
Railroading was big business —-- the biggest business of a big
era, and nothing was bigger than the empire carved out of the Northwest
by James J. Hill and his Great Northern railway, with its headquarters
at St. Paule St. Paul was a small town on the ##m edge of the frontier
when Hill ssmbgiliemd migfated there from eastern Canada in 1856, and
Minneapolis was a village at St. Anthony falls on the M*ssissippi.
Sschninpantanysnsnnihstmuws As jumping off places for the Northwest,
the two sz settlements were important chiefly mmmbesssitsis for
being on M one end of the trail “smse from the Red River of the N rth,
and Pembina, N.D.,> trains n
which connected Winnipeg[???ﬁdzhe outside world. Long ks of two-
wheeled ox=carts transported furs and supplies sanenGfS«llms 600-800
miles in forty to fifty wisge days. In the winter of 1870, Donald Smith,
resident governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, started south from
Winnipeg, and James J. Hill started north from St. Paul, both in dog
slede. They met on the mpssmbmm prairie and made camp in a snowstorm;
and from that meeting sprang the Canadian Pacific and the Great N rthern

(s]

railwayse.
in 187
Hill dmbss=secured controlfof the bankrupt St. Paul and Pacific

railway, remamed it the Great Nyrthern, and started building toward the

Pacific Coast, and with that move, the great development of the N rthwest

-~

began. Hilllintroduced a new concept of railroad acquisition. Unlike most

financiers of his day, interested smly in securing control of railroads
only to make money, Hill "had a far-sighted sense of the opportunity for
solid gain which lay in developing the communities dependent upon their

1.
lines." Jimsfelckchigutmas The day of state and federal land grants was

l. Lords of Creation, Fredérick L. Allen, Harpers, 1935. p. 44
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past and Hill was astute enough to see that the Great N, rthern c0ulq only
reach the coast by developing the country as it went along.

"iWe consider ourselves and the people along our lines as
co-partners in the prosperity of the country we both occupy,' said Hidl,
'and the prosperity of 3 one should mean the prosperity of both, and
their adversity will be quickly fellowed by ours.! So this empire-builder
undertook to enhance the prosperity of what came to be known as the 'Hill
country'; he introduced gmik scientific farming, distributed blooded bubls
free to farmers, supported churches and schocls, and assisted in countless
ways in the development of the communities of the Northwest. 'It was,!
observes one commentator, 'largely due to his unceasing interest im all
that pertained to getting the most out of the soil that the "Hill country"
developed more evenly and with fewer tragedies than any other large-scale

e
land enterprise of these years.?

WIn the construction of his railroad Hill showed equal forethought
and shrewdness. Construction costs were low, the financial management was
skillful and conservative, and the Great Northern was the one ImrmnmeeiiEEesl-
transcontinental line that managed to weather every financial erisis. Hill
first made connection with Winnipeg by the Red River valley; then, antici-
pating a diversion of Winnipeg traffic by the Canadian Pacific, he struck

_ branches
out almost due west across the Dakota plains, sending out ‘in order

to peoplékhe region and carry its whewat to market. In the summer of g

l88?"he made a record stride, 643 miles of grading, bridging, and plate=
laying from Minot, North Dgkota, t¢ the Great Falls of the Missouri, at the
rate of over three miles per working day. Two years later the Rockies
yielded their last secret, the lMarias pass, to a young engineer named

John F. Stevens. In 1893 the trains of the Great N _rthern reached tidewater

at Tacoma, Washington. Ten years more, and Hill had purchesed joint control
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of the N'rthern Pacific railroad, had purchased joint contrel of a railway
]

connecting its eastern terminii with Chicago, and was running his own

fleet of steamships from Duluth teo Buffalo, and from Seattle to Japan and

e
China.®

because it
[LF:gely\“
was

)z» the seat of the northern railway empire, St. Paul occupded
in 1900 a position of vast sectional importance. "The power of the
western railways over their exclusive territory was nearly absolute,
for until the age of automobiles, the people of the West had no alter-
rative means of transportation. Such railways could make an industry
or ruin a community by a few cents more or less in a rate on wheat or
cattle. The funds at their disposal, often created by financial mani-
pulation and stock-watering, were so colossal as to overshadow state
governments. Railway builders and promoters had the point of view of

feudal chieftans. They regarded the farmers, whom they had placed on

the land, as ignorant and ungrateful boors wh%’(muat be coerced and

bribed into doing right by the railroad if milder methods would not
serve. . .'“2.

Fortunately for the Northwest, James J. Hill, as railroad czawe,
did not abuse his power, but tried to build constructively. As a result,
the Northwest developed into the wheat center of the world. "Railway
penetration of the far Northwest, improved agricultural machinery, the
handling of grain in carload lots, transhipment to lake or ocean steamers
by grain elevators, and a new milling process,'which ground northern spring
wheat into superfine flour -— all these flactors combined to move the
center of wheat production north and west from I wa and Ijlinols into

(o]

Minnesota, the Dagkotas, Montana, Oregon and the Canadian Northwest. In
l. Growth of the American Republiec, pp. 108-110

2« 1ibid, pp 114-115

3xx :
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this new mimses wheat belt the bonzana farms, veritable fmmm factories for
. 1.
wheat production, were well established by @ 1890."

The other greaffactor behind the position of St. Paul -- in

addition to the railroads of James J. Hill -- was the lumber empire built
by a shy, German-born immigrant, Frederické Weyerhaeuser, who started out
as a millhend, saved his money and bought a ¥R sawmill, just as the golden
era of lumbering was on its way. w: fhis came after
1856; the prairies were settling and the lumber industry was becoming
established in the thick white pine along the tributaries of the upper
Mississippi. In 1870, the Myssissippi River Logging Company was organized
and in 1872, Weyerhaeuser became president, which was the real beginning of
the Weyerhaeuser empire.z. The Mississippi River Logging Co. led to the
formation of the Chippewa Legging ﬁ., which was the ;'isecond extension of
the Weyerhaeuser empire, the famous pool that dmssswmbex dominated the Lake
ptates lumber industry until 1900 when the timber was thin &nd the industry
had to move on."s.

But big-time lumbering came of age back in the eighties. "Men
who had bought timberland just to get wood for their 4k sawmills found that
the land itself greatly increased in valye as logging moved farther and
farther away from the streams and the district wmgm 'sugared off.' Iumber-
men began to count on this 'sugaring off' process (apprAyaation of land
values) and there was a rush for new timbetrlands. Their profits built the
Twin Cities.

"The lumbermen built Minneapolds and later turned it over to the
flour millers. The small river town was convenient to the timberlands of

upper Minnesota and when they replaced Wisconsin as the chief source of

lumber, Minneapolis began to gow. With it grew the great fortunes of the

lumber industry. . . But none made as many millions as Frederick Weyerhaeuser.

l. Growth of the American R.public, p. 111
2 & 3. Fortune, April, 1934, p. 173
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He went across the river to St. Paul.

"In the nineties ke was directing dozens of lumber companies
throughout the Lake states region and was still reaching out for new
lands. In St. Paul/ he had bought a big house on SR Summit Avenue,
but with his genius for obscurity he had picked out one next door to the
bigger house of the great James J. Hill."l' t

~ *

During the years after 1890, Weyerhaeuserjseek more and more

and
‘SER land, ,there was one place he could always be sure to get it, amiicumaee

A
e from the railroads. The railroads had been granted by the government
alternate eections (the odd sections -- one square mile each) for develop-
ing their territories, the theory being tha‘:;l\:ven sections retained by
the government would double in value. With the news that the railroads
were going Mk through,the timberland became suddenly ¥aluable and
everybody rushed to get his share. [//

"When the government began a msmm conservation pelicy in 1891
and set aside its first national parks, the railroads -- principally the
Northern Pacific and Southern Pacific -- held great stretches of odd
sections within the boundaries of the forests. Through Secretary of
Interior Cornelius Bliss the railroads in 1897 secured passage of a
Lieu Selection Act granting holders of land in the national-forest areas
the right to exchange it for other land within the public domain. First

thing the government knew the railroads had thousands upon thousands of

SR acres of the finest timberland in the N,rthwest.

"At fanis point Mr. Wgyerkaeuser's next-door-meighborliness with

Mr. James J. Hill proved valuable to both. . . he (Weyerhaeuser) was ripe
for an investment in the (Pacific) Northwest. Mr. Hill tock him out to
Washington, showed him the fine big timber of Douglas fir and spruce and

cedar and the mautiful white pine of the Inland Empire between the Cascades

1. Fortune, April 1934, p. 173
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and the Rockies. Mr. Weyerhaeuser was impressed and when he got a chance
to buy 900,000 acres at $6 an acre from the N rthern Pacific he did not

hesitate dong. .
"Mr. Weyerhaeuser, once in the Northwest, did not stop with one
purchase, however great. . . Within a few years the Weyerhaeuser companies

B
owned 2,000,000 acres of timberland in the N rthwest."

o
The early 1900s, however, marked the end of the free, emmlg care-
less era when forests were eheap and the fast-growing West was crying for
more and more lumber for its houses and its barns and the Inmsrwex
lumberman had only to set up his sawmill and slash down a forest and put
"8 the procedds in his pocket. 'l‘he}early years of the century, too, maminminie
marked the start of a long fight between the United States government and
the s industry upon which depends the fate of the greatest United States
natural resource and the employment of more men than a.nﬁ other industry
excepting only agriculture.
, "Theodore Roosevelt and his chéef forester, Gifford Pinchot, SEe
gave the country a thorough scare. Its forests were being depleted, they
sald, and in thirty years would be gone. In a few years/prices rose to
dizzy heights, taxes increased ten to twenty times. Carrying charges and
fire hazards and the taxes forced owners to cut their timber. The trees
anmbeesatewiemx cane down faster than ever and lumber flooded the market.

46,000,000, 000
In 1907 lumber production reached its all-time high of wﬁa/rd feet

and startdd the long slide downward.. . . In 1932 the production of lumber

R L 2.
was Jmg 10,200,000,000 feet, the lowest since the Civil War decade, 4l . . ."

m::l"ﬂ?e Weyerhaeuser company today is the largest segment of the
3.
industry, hence the most important. It consists of 94 corporations, most

of which are no longer important (one owms a few acres of waste land, ene

operats an ancient tugboat). General Timber Service, I,c., of St. Paul

l. ibid., p. 174
2. ibid., p. 63
3e ibid., p. 64
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is the coordinating agent between all companies: auditing, accuunting,
traffic, development engineering, market and merchandising studies, publid
relations, advertising.l.

Such an organization as Weyerhaeuser couldn't fail to M-
play an important role in St. Paul's development. Wien old Frederick
Weyerhaeuser died in 1914, at the age of 80, %Mk he w,s worth, according

; : one-third Fan .
to estimates of the time, gygilwd” of a billion dollars. Executive control
of the present-day sprawling Weyerhaeuser domain has remained in St. Paul,
even though the last démge-rafts of M*nnesota logs floated down the Mlssissi-
PPl nearly twenty-five years ago.

Thus, between 1900 and 1914 the prosperity of St. Paul --ad it
was a substantial prosperity, too -- rested solidly upon a cornerstone of
railroads, lumber and wheat. Yet, though, St. Paul had pioneered the
development of the Northwest through these three factors, the expected f inal
promise of the city never was realized because the cormerstone crumbled in
after years. Gasoline motors weakeded the gk once absolute power of
the railroads; the wheat came to be milled up the river where the millers

had the advantage of power from St. Anthony falls; and the lumber industry

moved to the Pacific Northwest when the great pine forestTGf Minnesota were

logged off.

But, in 1900, St. Paul was in a strong position. James J. Hill,
never sati;fied, was looking ahead to bigger empires and he had aligned his
interests with John Pierpont Morgan, Both the Nnrthern Pacific and the
Great Northern did thelr banking with the House of M rgan, and Hill was
influential in both; the "community of interest" he;ween them -- to use
Morgan's favorite phrase —- resulted in both roads being called Hill mmmsbem~

2'
or Morgan roads. At the turn of the century there were three main trans=-

1. ibi@., Ps BEX 65
2+ Lords of Creation, p. 50
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continental lines: the Union Pacific, owned by E. H. Harriman, the Great
Northeﬁ and Northern Pacific. MMMl Just about this time events began
to happen that affected not only St. Paul, but the economic and political
life @k of the nation for the nea&t thirty years.

Hill and Morga.n entered into a fight with Harriman to buy the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy for its direct entrance into Chicago. I
April, 1900, Hill secured control, after Harriman had been diverted from his
purpose by purchasing the Southern Pacific. Harriman, however, came back

with a direct miswmmiless attack -- if he couldn't buy the Burlington alone,

perhaps he could buy it by getting control of the N rthern Pacific, which

~

meant getting messsmm 51 per cen"bf 155 million dollars of outstanding

Northern Pacific stock. The resulting battle in the New Y'rk stock market
caused'a near-panic -- the celebrated Northern Pacific “cé:rner“ -- and
rocked the Exchange into a "struggling mass of humanity. . . howling and
shrieking as though a mob were let loose.“l.

For fi‘ve days the avalanche of sellingz kept up: Mexcited crowds
of brokers surged about 4k the corridors of the Waldorf, the gilded gather-
ing place of Wall Street bulls and bears; from Peacock Alley into the bar
and from the bar into the billiard room they swarmed, discussing with sink-
ing hearss what might happen on the morrow. The air was blue with tebacco
smoke, the bar was doing heavy business, reporters were threading their way
through the crowds, picking up fantastic tales of gains and losses.“z.

On Thursday, May 9, N, rthern Pacific hit seshesssmsmd 1,000 and
panic came in dead earnest. It was reported that a barber in St. Paul who
had Northern Pacific stock, when he heard his holdings were worth a fortune,
promptly took off his apron, left a half-shaven _customer in the slNNENSE

Be
chair and walked out, delirious with joy. By the end of the trading day,

l. Lords of Creation, p. 59
2. ibid., p. 61
3. ibid., p. 63
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3,071,805 sales had been made, the largeét single day in the history of
Wall Street, a record that was to stand for a quarter of a century.
Afterward, the New York :1525 called it “Yan exhibition of use of
vast power for private ends unrestrained by any sense of public responsibility."l.
Thousands of small investors had been wiped out. But both the Harriman and
Hill-Morgan interests won. Harriman was given places on the boards of both
the Northern"§lllR Pacific and Burlington. As the result of that fight, a
holding company was formed, designed to be too immense ever to be conquered
in a raid like Harriman's: the NDrthern Securities company, whichws to
hold a majority of the stock in the Northern Pacific and the Ggeat Northern,
and thus was to control indirectly the Burlington -- the largest railway

- combination, or trust, in history.

The formation of the N rthern S&curities is important in more

ways than one. It is particularly significant to St. Paul that it should

have set off a-smg movement that affected the development of the nation
from that time. It has been noted, "the one sure victor in the battle--
a battle fhich from any broad social point of view, considering the railways
as public carriers rather than as pawns in some game of grab," appeared
almost completly senseless -- was the principle of eonsolidation and con-
centration of capital. . . Great as the speculative boom had been, it had
not involved a fraction of the money or the men who were to be sucked into
the boom of 1928-29; and the momentum of national growth was still tre-
mendous.“z‘

Thus, out of the forces that had made St. }anl the seat of a
railway empire arose events that crystallized a new phase in American 1life.

"The first twentiethecentury wave of speculation had curled and broken; but

the gmlidk croundswell of financial concentration still swept surely forward.

l. L,rds of Creation, p. 64
20 ibid. » p. 65
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Meanwhile governmental and public opposition to the financial powers had
begun to takegshape. The character of the mew economic era was becoming
established."l‘

On September 14, 1901, the easy-going McKinley died from the
effects of an assassin's bullet, and Theodore Roosevelt, who had thought

his political career ended when he was named vice president, became the

nation's chief executive, a fact which aroused some misgivings among

an
financiers and politicians. Roosevelt was ll/;nknown and unpredictable

quantity, which led Mark Hanna to say bitterly, "Now, look, that damned
cowboy is President of the United States!'z.

Koogevelt didn't take long to make himself known. He suddenly
asked his attorney general to enter suit against the Northern Secqrities
Company. Morgan and Hanne hurried to Washington to dissuade the Pmesident,
but their intervention was futile. Nor was their distinguished counsel
more successful in the Supreme Court, for the Court upheld the P& govern-
ment's stand by a 5-4 vote. The decision aroused great consternation in
financial circles.“s. James J. Hill remarked, "It seems hard that we
should be compelled to fight for our lives against the political adventur-
ers @ who have never done anything but pose and dmaw a salary. . ."4.

The trend had been given concrete florm, Out of the Midwest and
the farm belt came the principle of governmental regulation of trusts, not
on grounds of mere bigness, but because of the abuse of power by private
infividuals. The trend was important to St. Paul because the origins of
the opposition to trusts and stock market manipulations grew out of the
discontent of farmers over inequal ysm railway freight rates, in the
period from 1870, when the agrarian protest began to take ‘ Directly
and indirectly anything that affected the welfare of the farmer affected the
l. Lords of Creation, p. 69
2+ ibid., p. 67

3¢ Growth of the American Republic, p. 392
4, ibid., p. 392
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welfare of St. Paul because it wms then -~ and is now -- dependent to a

s large extent dpon grain, livestock and freight shipments for a major

part of its prosperity. At the same tide, it is important to realize that
the city played more than a little part in determingng the economic trend

of the United States after 1900.




THE NEW ERA -- Part 2

While Theodore Roosevelt was getting ready to imstitute suit
against the Northern Securities Company, there was considerable opposi-=
tion to JTuiﬁ Minnesota. William D. Washburn, Jr., legislator from
the £ 41st district, was saying, "Minnesota is flatly opposed to
the = consolidation of the Great Northern and the Northern Pagésic
Railways under the guise of the Northern Securities Company." 2

"The people of Minnesota," said Washburnm, “be}ieve that the

Northern Securities Sompany proposes to saddle upon the Northwest a

fictitious sk indecbtness of nearly on+mdred million dollars. This

vast sum is an absolute net profit #F to the organizers of this corpora-
tion. . . The successful and continued coercion of seven commonwealths
and ten million people can hardly be attempted by any man who has not
beceome drunken by continued success and power. . . This legislature will
revise these rates, and they will be so revised that the
people of the Northwest will not be compelled to pay four per cent in=
terest upon $100,000,000. The individual citizen is fast hemmmm becoming
a mere cog in the gigantic organism which does away with all free will
and the national ambition of mankind. The man with small capital has

been crushed in his effort to compete with gigantic masses of corporate

1. Minnesota and the Railrecad Trust, p. 976 (citation not complete)
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wealth.¥

§8 Outlook §ilmes noted, "The Governor of Mjnnesota decleres
that #Mg this practical consolidation of the Great Northern and the
Northern Pacifie is in direct vieolation of the plain intent of the
Minnesota law forbidding union of parallel lines. This is certainly
true but the only way to meet the difficulty is by Federal, not by State,
action. We think it is equally true that 3K Federal action should regu-
léte, not forbid, combination. Legislatave enaciment can never success=
fully counteract a natural law or resist a great historic tendency.
The tendency to combination is inherent in the development of the race,
and is one of the features most characteristically distinguishing

2e

civilized from barbaric society."

So ran the arguments, but there were other things to think about

city, and that meant civic ieiiskmds institutions$ "The work-house, the
city's correctional institution for minor offenders, failed to record any

remarkable advance. A cleaner, more wholesome or better disciplined

institution does not exist.a® That prisoners" thrive and grow fat

on provisions that cost only 8.94 cents per inmate per day in 1892, and
only; 8.18 cents in 1898, in spite of hard labor in the knitting or

broom=factory or on the farm, which is an indication of the results
Be
there obtained.” 4B The same source also remarks, "The very poer, for

the most part, occupy shacks on the river bottom, which at their worst
4.
have plenty of air and sunlight.®

=3y iDiGey Do 976~
2. Outlook, Vol. 69, N v., 1901, p. 753
3. Municipal Affairs, Particle by Webster Wheelock), Sept. 1899, p. 493
4. 1bid., p. 499
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Just before the turn of the century, a group of St, Paul women

0

orgenized the Civie Leagug, e on organization of women extending

énto @very ward of the city. It has been so efficiently conducted that

its influence has been felt in every branch of the city government that
has anything to do with the sanitary condition or the external aspects of
the city. It has established a system of sanitary inspectéon to supplement
akx that of the health department; it has procuted the better enforcement
of garbage contracts and of the ordinances regulating nuisances of various
kinds.'l.

In 1902, ¥emesepeiilmes: the Minnesota state legislature adopted
the direct M primary law, in keeping with the movement that was sweeping
the United States. Outlook noted, "The first trial in the state at large of
the system of 4l direct nomination appears to have given satisfaction
to the people generally, although many professional politicians are hostlle
to the p;an."g.

ilxxhlrx:zxxxxtnnxxxixxigpnhiizlnxnzti:n:ixxnnxxniinngmakxinx
Kimnaapak ke xamdxnam knatant

Meanwhile, St. Paulites were beginning to take interest in the
background of the city, The preliminary meeting for the organization of
the St. Paul Catholie Historical society was held af the St. Paul Seminary
April 25, 1905. In explaining the @bject of the meeting, Archbishép
Ireland said, "The Catholic Church in the Northwest has passed the formative
period of her growth and development, and élergy and laity are in a
position to study hér history and draw inspiration from the lessons it
inculates. Its object, therefore, will be te collect and preserve materials
@f all kinds, such as books, paperq’h manuscripts, documents, etc., relating
to Catholic history not only of the Province of St. Paul, but of the

XX 1. ibid., p. 499-500
2. Outlook, Vol. 72, Sept. 1902, (page not given)
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1.
Northwest."

Catholics ; celebrated another event il on June 2, 1907,

Fﬂ**(V' Presi
when the cornerstone was laid fer the/\cathedral. heodore Roosevelt sent

télegranm .
&«\
a\_E/of congratulation to Archbishop Irela.nd, I PR X I AT T LT

/huge parade was held, "full thirty thousand men, marshalled in the

- parashes, and fraternal organizations, formed the glittering :array
that swept through the streets of the capital city to the music of bands and
sacred melody, onward to the place of the corner stone and the elevated
siteof the sacred edifices At its head were five and twenty bishops in
their stately robes of purple, two-hundred and fifty surpliced priests,
two-hundred Levites of the St. Paul Seminary in their eccle\gé)atical dress,
and five-hundred pupils of the college of St. Thomas in their cadet Jithiesnaxi
TR s uniforms."z.

' The Northwest wss becoming conscious of the "horseless carriage"
about this time. In 1907, Minneapolis staged an auto show, and a year
later there were eleven automobiles in the city. The state of M*nnesota
px adopted a uniform license law in 1908, now that people were beginning
to be convinced that gasoline-driven vehicles were to stay. 3Imx Just a
few years before, in 1902, an ambitious -~ if not conclusive -- test was
given of the powere of the fledgling automobiles, when three men drove a
car from Chicago to St. Paul and Minneapolis xx in "the remarkablé time
of six days. . . buying stove gasoline for nine cents a gallon at country
grocery st.ores."s.

In the years immediately following the turn of the century,
not to feel inferior to the

St. Paul's more influential citizens,keganximxfeakxihexnandxEEXXAXNATEX

intellectual centers of a more genteel BEast, decided that the city ought

L. Acta Et Dicta, Vol. 1, No. 1, July, 1907, pp. 7-12
2e ibid-, WP. 148

3. Minnesota Alumni Weekly, "Entering the Twentieth Century", Nov. 25, 1933
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to have some formal orgenization dedicated to the pursuit—of mmkimrs the
arts, and in 1908-wes-orgénized the St+ PaulInstituteof-Arte—and-Seiences,-
modeled on the Pratt Institute—ofBreokiyn, "to promote the intellectual
and scientific growth of the city to a degree commensurate with its material
development, to stimulate all the activities which make a city better to
live in, and to promote a higher stzndard of citizenship.”l.

With this high-sounding declaration, the Institute held eight

free lectures in ix its first year, with some 9,000 persons attending\at

the People's Church. During the next season, the number of lectures was

materially increaseé, and with that beginning, the INstitute has been
7

carrying out’?program of lectures, concerts, recitals, art exhibits, and,

through department sections, actual courses of study "that are surprisingly
comprehensive, and have enlisted the interest and active participation of
thousands of the people of St. Paul who might otherwise have been denied
the opportunities for development in the higher things of life which are

so richly secured to them by the FXskikmm Institute."z.

Although the city was actively engaged in lifting its cultural
level, it alwo was heimg feeling the effects of the i3®Xxpamie business
panic of 1907, which had "the characteristics of previous panics.. . .
runs on banks, hoarding of money, a premium on currency and shortage of
money.“s. President Roosevelt sent a pungent message to Congress that year,
attributing the panic to "the speculative folly and flagrant dishonesty of
a few men of great wealth.“4. Grain trading was suspended at Duluth.5.

The return of prosperity after the 1907 panic was fitful. "There was a
revival in 1909 and again in 1912, but these were brief and during the

intervening years, the general pace of business was slow and prospects were

l. American City, "St. Paul's Opportunity®, Vol. 3, July, 1910, p. 8
2+ 1iwid., p. 8

3¢ Encyclopaedia of Banking, G. L. Munn, 1937, p. 119

4., Morison and Commager, p. 393

5. Lords of Creation, p.
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uncertain. In the entire period of 1907=1914 there was no preotracted period
of intense businéss activity as had preceded the Panic.™ :

In St. Paul, the best effects of the Panic of 1907 can be shown

$484,891,000

by bank clearings. In 1907, clearings were $22339¥8393R; a year later,
$483,976,938. There was a bad slump in 1913: figures for 1912 showed
clearings of $579, 166, 000; 1913, $530,515,000.  On the whole, St. Paul
pretty well followed the national trends At the same time, Zhaxexz® over
the long merxiedxmfxkimsx pojnt of view, there was a marked increase in the
ten years between 1904 and 1914. In 1904, bank clearings tota%ed

$315,805,000, and in 1914 they had jumped up to $585,307,000.

The great increcase in bank clearings is not so unusual when all

things are considered. chording to U.S. census figures, manufacturing
P 3.
in St. Paul showed almost a 100 per cent increase between 1899 and 1909.

I, that year, the industries of the city were ranked: meat-packing,

printing and publishing, slaughksrispyxhestzxamdxshawasyxsigarsyxmachineryy
faundriesxandxhiailarsyxandnaxandrmaxriioxanaxsianeszntiingx foundry and
machine shop products, boots and shoes, railroad repair shops, fur goods,
and dairy products -- butter, cheese and condensed milk. g Mgnufacturing

kept right on growing in St. Paul, afizxxX8@8x In 1909, local estimates

put the value of manufactured products at nearly $87,000,000; by 1919,

the figures xaaid were $215.OOO,OOO.5. lhe fur industry made steady gains in
importance. It was not established until 1870, but by 1913, it was said

to rank in value of product next to New York. St. Paul has become the

distributing center, and to a large extent, the manufacturing center for

fur goods in the Northwest. A surprising increase was revealed in the

production of butter, cheese and condensed milk, which advanced from

l. Lords of Creation, p. 169

2. The City of St. Paul and Vicinity, George F. C. Paul, 1915

3. The Twin Cities as a Metropolitan Market, M. L. Hartsough, 1925, p. 64
4. ibvid., p. 64

5. ibid., p. 64
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seventh place among the city's industries in 1909 to third place in 1914.
This increase in dairy products corresponds to the development ma& of
diversifiedlagriculture in the Nofthwest, which is growing more important
every year. :

Important, too, was the growth of the meat-packing industry/f
at South St. Paul, and rapid strides were made affaxxXR@®x in the period
from 1900 to 1914, By 1915, South St. Paul took seventh place among the
livestock markets of the country; in 1916, it advanced to ZRxkk fifth
place,z;nd at present it is im third?' The industry got xkmxxexkxxs its
real start in 1887, when the Union Stockyards Company moved to South St.
Paul. The Company owns almost all the land and buildings employed in the
industry; and most of the sock of the company is owned by Swift and Co.
ArmourJ$# and Swfit bothhave plants at South St. Paul, and three smaller
packers are located there as well?. ‘he development of this industry on
a large scale at St. Paul has been part of a country-wide change through
the establishment af and development of the industry in centers west of
Uhicago, such as Opaha, Kansas City, and East St. Louis, which are near
the present sources of raw materials. "It is especially indicative of the
change in the type of sgriculture practiced in the Northwest, she decrease
in the relative impdrtance of cereals, and the growing emphasis placed

Se

by ax farmers on Xxx livestock as a source of income."

Two of St. Paul's most noted buildings were completed between

1900 and 1915, the state capitol building and the C,thedral of St. Paul.

Work on the capitol was started in 1896, after the state legislature had

appragxiaked authorized a capitol commission and provided for a ten-year

L. ibid., p. 66

2s 1bid., p. 67

3. Pioneer Press, Jan. 5, 1941, Annual Section, page 9
4, The ¥ in Cities as a Metropolitan Market, p. 67

5. ibid., p. 66
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tax of two-tenths of a mill in 1893. The cornerstone was laid on July 7,
at a cost of $4,500,000,

1898, and the building completed in 1902,/ The first legislature convened

in the new building|on January 3, 1905 Previously, the state had had

two capitol buildings, one burned in 1881, the other out-grown. &xkakak

afxfomxrxandxachakfxmikkonxgakkarsxwasxspEn Exapanx kraxsuskdingx Designed
by Cass fmibexk Gilbert,dyoung St. Paul architect, it is a handsome building

of xa greyish-white Georgia marble, with other stones and marbles from
Minnesota, Greece, France, Italy, Egypt, Vermont and Tennessee. The dome
is modeled upon Myxhamkax M}chelangelo‘s design for the Cathedral of

St. Peter in Home.

-The Cathedral, gs&kcatadx was opened for services on March 28,
1915, after =& nine years of construction. <There had been three previous
Cathedrals before A;chbishop John Ireland dedided in March, x98% 1904 to
build the present Cgthedral. Desighed by E. L. Masqueray, the Cgthearal
is built of graniterfrom St. Cloud (Minn.) quarries,in the Classical

style,
Renaiisance/and had a seating capacity of 3,000, one of the largest in
North America. Constructed largely of native Minnesota stones from St.
Cloud and Mankato, XhExsx the Cathedral also has marbles from France, Italy,
Germany, Ireland, Africa, Spain and Greece. -

So pleased were Minnesotans with their new capitol building -~
which xessmhaid is somewhat similar to the national cspitol in Washington —-
that they wanted an approach to the capitol built on the same elaborate
scale. Cass Gilbert, the axchakmx architect, proposed a mall, seven-eighths
of a mile long, and igg feet wide running directly in front of the building
at right angles to the ziiix entrance. A contemporary comment upon the

plan said, "If carried out will entail the expenditure of many millions of

dollars in the purchase of RpxapiEx property into an avenue that shall

1. The Cathedral of St. Paul, mss. in file by P.A. Paulson (Churches, Religion)
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approach in beauty the famous Champs Llysees of Paris, and in the erection
of monuments, statues, and, later, in the building of new public structures. . .
It is proposed to make of the mall the distindtive avenue for theatres,
retail stores, restaurants -- in fact, everything a fashionable mall might
include." . lhat was in 1910; the plan hasn't come any closer to comple-
tion since.

The virus for improvement affected St. Paul in more ways than
the addition of a "fashionable mall" for the capitol, and one of the most
important manifestations of the desire for civic improvement came in 1912
when the city adopted a commission form of government. At the time, it

~\pop. 215,000) 2

was the largest city/in the United States to adopt this form of government.

AR R~ didn't
Thessenwissbensciasmennx Adopted in 1912, it messidggpe o into effect until
+

the next municipal election in 1914. %he bill provided for a mayor ressr—

N e o —

six councilmen jgiieste-iumeliini and a2 comptroller to be el%ted by the

S————, - o
publicy iR the £ comptroller,mge not MK a member of the council,

serves
-i_/as accounting officer and head of the civil service.

Rpx ki xmagoax
xnnuimxmnnhemmmdﬁummnumlxm

assigns m:g__w_«‘/ is
t_(each councilman epartments over which he.‘ executive.

e S T e

O HMR LT et me Rt R . Finance, Public Safety (;ire. Health, Police),
Public Works, Education, Parks and Playgrounds and _ Public Utilities.
The plan also provided for the then popular IRR -- Initiative,
Referendum and Recall. Candidates can be nominated for the primary election
n a petition
on petition of fifty voters. Eight per cent of the vom to
institute a referendum, ten per cent for an initiative election and 25 per cent
is needed for Recall.
A strong factor behind the success of the mmm campaign to adopt

the comnission form of government was the béhind-the-scenes work of St. Paul

l. American City, 8% "St. Paul's Opportunity," Vol. 3, July, 1900, pp. 38
2. 1ibid., "St. Paul's Charter Election," Vol. 6, June, 1912, pp. 878-880
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women, 4R this wme before the days of female suffrage. The cammign for
the commission plan had its origin in years of graft and corruption W
under the old aldermanic form of government, and to some extent in the
troubles the city hadﬁ;‘i‘;h its school appropriations,_%
which didp't set well with St. Paul womenkm Some months
before the actual election took a committee of
25 women met and promptly voted to assist in the campaign for the adoption

of a form of government "which appeared to promise well for popular control.

Ay e —
*hey lost no time in i by wards and election

districts. Club women and women who had never belonged to club in their
lives =- women of fashion, teachers, colored women, business women -- joined
sulllieemssasee. in the campaign for popular government. . . Out of their

greater leisure the women easily assumed much of the detai l work. They
arranged meetings at churches, school buildings, clubs and private homes."l'

In 1913, Ste. Paul came up with a novel way to market city bonds
== through a department store. “he city had ready and waiting flor sale' $209,000
local assessment paving bonds“ bearing interest of six per cent from

May 1, June 1, and July 1, 191:;, until April, 1914. “Dgspite the high rate,

it was found difficult to market the bonds, * owing to certain legal

technicalities. Brokers would not take hold. The city was confronted/

with a problem.. It needed the money, but it couldn't sefll its bonds.
What was to be done? While the city officials were debating and getting
nowhere, one of the large department stores saw in the situation an opport-
tunity to do something novel, attract attention, and at the 3K same time
do its customers a msmmimes real service. Its (the Golden Rule) heads,
therefore, went to the city officials and bought such bonds as they could

get, a local trust company in the meantime having taken a part of the issue.

l.American City, Vol. 6, June,1912. p. 878
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The department store secured bonds to the amount of $123,000. Thereupon
it announced through the local papers that on a certain date it would
sell the bonds over its counters at the préce paid for them. Furthermore,
it agreed to guarantee the bonds, so that in case legal difficulties arose
and any of the purchasers wmmbssx wished their money ‘Jlx refunded they
could get if'for the asking. Interest, also, was to be allowed from the
time of the sale until interest began to gk accrue. TNEENETEEEEFSEET
"The4‘5nds were disposed of ‘as fast as the clerks assigned to the
duty could take the money and issue the necessary mceipts. The average
purchase was about 98B $250. The actual time consumed in the entire sale
was less than f§k five hours, and scores of people went awaey disappointed
that they had not come in time to obtain a share of the securities. . .
"The money offered came in part from the postal savings bank, from
local savings banks, anf from home memmbmg hoardings. Mr. Jamesf J. Hill
expressed himself as interested because of the fact that the sale showed
clearly that the public could finance their own public improvements, and as
a result would take a personal interest in seeing that they were well done.
Another of the city's financiers said that 'every dollir brought out of

hiding by the sale was worth five dollars of credit.®"

However, St. Paul's financial troubles apparently went il

3 A
deeper than an issue of a mere $209,000 uf’baving bonds. Less than a

month after the last paving bond was sold, the city decided it had to have
more money. Major Handy, the comptroller, mentioned his troubles to

W. C. Colver, just arrived from Cleveland to assume editorial direction

of a chain of papers. Colver told Handy about a plen tried out in Cjeveland
of city-created £inancial body buyingz Ak municipal bond issues, and
instead of letting the money lie in banks at a low rate of interest, re-

selling them to the people in small sums.
l. Outlook, May-Aug., 1913, Vol. 104, pp 274=275




NEW ERA, Part 2 -= 12

The city's answer to the dilemma found a Sinking Fund Committee
of St. Paul being formed of three men, Handy, Wk City Treasurer JFe
Farnsworth and Mayor Keller. “They bought several small bond issues and.jiwﬁlﬁ
$10 participating-certificates printed -- that is, the $10 Wallls "bonds"
represente
!Im..lll!’g‘élo interest in a bond -~ and on July 20, 1913 were offered
for sale. After only three days of publicitjpw the first day's
rush found the committee buying more bonds and also M investing in
$350,000 of the city's four per cent tax levy certificates. In four

months a total of three and a half million dollars of obligation of St. Paul

were
4@315’10 its citizens,milasel "the resl people! Newsboys, clerks, day

laborerd, struggling professional men -- all that vast army of workers what
lives in fear mm of a rainy day -- make up the daily stream that flows in
and out the doors of Treasurerjf Farnsworth's 'storé.'"l.

Thus did St. Paul find a "broad,safe way out of municipal 'money
troubles! and an equally infallible method of sinking the spur of self-inter-
est into the flank of lethargic citizenship.“z'

While the city was struggling to iron out ibs financial troubles,
James J. Hill, the old Empire Builder, was seeing to a number of things,
including a matter of getting control of a bank or ywo. Hill had been a
shareholder of the First National Bank of St‘ Paul since January 21, 1880,
and a director since May 12 of that year. The Pirst National was the oldest
National bank in Minnesota, founded in 9B 1863. Hill felt it would be to
his advantage -- and perhaps to the bank's =- if he acquired control. B%B
“the stockholders of the First National wOuld not make terms satisfactory
to Mr. Hill. . . So he turned his attention to the Second National Bank of
St. Paul, also an old institution. . . The stock was bought by Mr. Hill fer

$1,240,000. The Fist National then decided it would be a good policy te

l. Everybody's Magazine , "City Salvation According to St. Paul." Vol. SO,pleI
2. ibid., p. 191
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sell to Mr. Hill and accordingly on December 31, 1912, every share of the
First National was delivered to Mr. Hill for a total of $3,350,000. The two
banks were merged into one under the name of the First National Bank o
St. Paul, January 1, 1913. Its capital stock sl af terward became $3,000,600
whkth a $2,000,000 surplus.“l‘

At the same time he was thinking of buying the First National
Bank, Hill was iisesy mulling over the advisability of erecting a public

twenty

reference library, on a site designated Mears before bya library
board, many of whom, incidentally, were Hill's friends and associates.

Hill brought up the matter in 1912, and his interest spurred on the city

library board and other authorities to buy the rest of the land, complete

their plans and coordinate them with Hill's. clesstwmsx The old library

including the reiﬂﬂww
building;was destroyed by fire on April 27, 1915, and Hill said he was

prepared to put three quarters of a million dollars into the new library
project, and sl possibly more, if needed. Consequently, two library
buildings immetesbshs immediately aljoining each other were erected, one
the St. Paul public library, the other the James J. Hill Reference LIbra.ry.
Both are entirely separate. b
L( 44@6(6 .’dh.;

By 1914, 60 years the village of St. Paul ,lf -- "mixture

of forest, hills, rumning brooks, ravines, bogs, lakes, whiskey, mosquitoes,
. ‘T"'—)

snakes and Ipdianst -- ncorporated, St. Paul was ready to take g™

S
stock of B itself. The census reports of that year revealed that the
city had sssem shown an increase of :79.2 per cent in value of products
(in industries) during the decade, 1904-1914. Wage earners had shown a
35.6 per cent increase in the same period. in 1914 there were 737 manu-

facturing establishments, employing 24,680 persons, representing an in-
z

e

vested capital of $76,789,920. @ The leading manufacturing - industry

l. The Lsfe of Jamesj/ #. Hill, J.G. Pyle, Ne# York, 1917. Pp. 306-309
2. ibid., pp. E82=x304x 302-=205.
3« U.S5. Census, Vol. 1, pp. 754=755

4. T. M. Newson, Pen Pictures of St: Paul, Minnesota, pp. %& 39~40
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was printing and publishing (job and book}, with 74 establishments, with
2,207 employees. Other important industries were tobacco manufacturing,
foundry and machine shops, and confectionery, which had the most employees
of any group, with 3,194.1‘

All in all, St. Paulites were pretty satisfied with their city.

One historian, talking about conventions, went so far as to say, "By reason

of being the territorial and state capital and the political headquarters,

P i
St. Paul has necessarily been a convention city for all s political

organizations since the earliest days. Party policies have been prescribed
here; nearly all the important party councils during the past sixty years
have sat here in judgement on measures and candidates. The name of these
conventions is legion, and a detailed narrative of their doings and their
ultimate conseguences would fill xkmmmssx volumes. The issues there fought
out are musty rust.® t

4.‘ events were shaping that were to alter St. Paul's desting.
lhe Panama Canal was near completion, and the year 1914 ey saw the
first‘World War sweep across Europe, a "great and appelling event which
was to twist out of shape the whole fabric of American life in the years
to come, thrusting new issues and new problems before the country, Xl errce.

3e

shifting men into new alignments. . ."

St. Panl, like huddreds of other American cities, was about to

enter a new era.

kx 1. U.S. Census, Vol. 1, pp. 754-755 (1914)
2. History of St. Paul, H. Castle, 1912, Vol. 1, pp. 409-412
3e Lords of Creation, p. 192
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i

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand at Sarajevo on June 28, 1914,

)Jecansed little sensation in the tranquil existence of the people of St. Paul. True,

there were those citizens, of Germanic origin or sympathy, who could read in the

ultimatums and defis hurled betyeen Austria aqd Se{via portents 7f ]]wp“ﬂ ng fow=,
{ ,/ & Fr { ' d o e X A B A ’," A
reaching conflict.)  The inttial declaration of war betWeen those two countries

(=]

brought forth -an editorial—comment on July-29;-1914vy "Greatl Austria has declared
war-on-little Serviz, and the peoples of the 01d World are throbbing withrex-
citemen$~??ﬁ;£%Americans can be more calm,...Will Burope never learn that war is
not a solution%;

The swift succession of events in Burope, the charges and counter-charges, the
alliances of the major nations, frantic efforts of the weaker to maintain neutrality,

cubminated in the entry of the German army into Belgium on August 4, 1914. Am-iris-

terian-of=that date-guetes ’Q St. Paul newspaper whi ch czngratulated America upon her
pAptA fL/‘;.,f(

remoteness from the scene of the disturbag%gd "In-the midst of -world clamors, of

wars—and-rumors of wars," wrote the-editor, “—when the statesmen. of othergggyionS'

are-being swept ofT their feet by the rising tide of a universal and devastating

"
war, President Wilson remains calm...fhis country in reality, remains a sweet oasis
2.

in the midst of a great desert of war." President Wilson"s plea for strict neu-
trality "if it had been addressed especially to the  people 6f St. Paul, could not
have-been-more amvesite. Our population is drawn so immediately and largely from
the European nations that partisanism is sure to woﬁnd the sensibilities of some
portion of our wvalued citizenship. It is not our quarrel, so let us keep out of it,
and keep;ng out, refrain from the expression of hopes or beliefs affecting one sidé

or the other."

l. ‘St. Paul Pioneer Press, July 29, 1914, Page 6.

2. Holbrook, Franklin F., St. Paul Ramsey C ty in the W -
County War Records Commf§§IﬁﬁZ”ST”"Péul? ngf‘xfagé 1? ar of 19171918, Ramsey

3. Ibid. Pages 1-5.
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was
The heterogeneous nature of the population of St. Paul 4s reflected in the
field of her newspapers. Besides the daily and weekly vperiodicals published for

the English speaking readers, the city supported two papers, the St. Paul T8gliche

b VolkSZeitung and Der Wandereri, which voiced the sentiments of the German e%gment.
_/“a
Labor foun exnr3351on in the Minnesota Union Advocate which i
b 4 -ansL,. |
eg&;yfinta_xha_mar folamoamiaﬁoa-paace

= é%;-aaanieS'the

A
e Scan@fnavians and Polish,

axaud-their v1eﬂs fin thel? native 1 guage§

A break-dswasof=the Popy BSey County- revealed ’tlm‘!rADrox-

o~ (AL A //
imately 156,419 residentsﬂweﬁé citizend of American birth and parentage; 49,2
/

were born in or had immediate antecedents from Germany and Austris-Hungary; 34,608
(+]
A

were of Scand#navian stock and 13,213 of Irish extraction, the latter of whom were
strongly anti-British. In marked sympathy with the Allies were those of British,
Canadian, French, Russian or Belgian strain, numbering 20,088. The relatively

small group of Socialists, of all nationalities, were vociferous in their demands

for peace. %rﬁ“==- o ;i;‘ ; /) Y
— ’ y wAmdlank (4

///’/:In the early months 6f the war peonts BT all creeds_and/natienstitiesg voiced

their sympathy for the non-combatants in the war-torn countries, particularly the

Belgians. In October, 1914, the St. Paul Committee on Belgian Relief was orga-

nized and was instrumental in procuring large quantities of clothing and flour
el
VA
which ?43 forwarded, along with thousands of dollars to be used for the relief of

the sufferers. The woman's branch of the committee organized various money-

raising affairs among them, an ice-carnival; a Belgian day in the churches; a

self-denial day; establishment of mite boxes in the homes and special food boxes
5.

in all grocery stores.

4, St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War of 1917-1918, pp. 1=5.
5. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 6, 1915. P-5.
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On March 1, 1915, designated as self-denial day, the men were requested to
'
"give up smoking and drinking;" the women to give up candy and ice cream and

dessert at lunch time;" the children to forego candy and sacrifice their pennies;
6.
the whole family to eat a "Belgian dinner."

The Belgium Relief Week drive was organized and sponsored by many prominent

St. Paul men and women ineluding such socialites as Mrs. Thomas Foley, Mrs. L. W,
i -
Hill whose names—weTé GONNECEEN=—in-the-ReNspaners,—With tIe=wonrk. f 'y
. { |

1)

S~ ay)
Editors of the various papers were frank to acknowledge that quidesdSlt~of-.
7e %
adverse comment was engendered.
right in St. Paul, expressed himself "in this city alone there is enough of hope-

less struggle, enough of poverty and enough of disease to absorb all the relief
8.
work that wives of the rich care to offer." Another remarked that "the energy

of St. Paul 'society' seems to be absorbed almost entirely by...entertainments to
9.
lure dollars for various relief funds." Consensus of many was "that we can use our
10,
surplus means right here at home." /

Facetious comment was advanced as,Lo the receptiﬁﬁ of Amqj{can.wearing parelg/
by the Belgidans:. The peasant cléss, had for generations, been aﬂdicted to/the

wearing;@f sabots and their adontion of /shoes, together with neatly—cut Amerrcan

suitgyand dresses, was pnticlpated to cause quite a revolutien in their future

11. //f

mode of dress.

The St. Paul/Pab}ic Library, in ordq% to graphif::if/pprtray qpé'ch§racter-

istica of th9/3e1giana. put ‘on an exhibit wh1ch was dedcribed editorially: "THe

l

display qgé; cantéins oid Belglan prints, picturﬂs of costumes, viIlage and house
/
life qf’the people....&lso a{dozen newspa er,sértoons, depicting the squalor and
12
Drivétion forced upon the inhabltants...."
3

6. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 11, 1915, P=5, *** 9, Pioneer Press, Nov. 3, 1914,P-7
7. Ibid- Octo 22' 1914‘. P"‘lo 10- Ibid. NOV: 3, 19140 P-G-
8. 1Ibid. Nov. 3, 1914, P=G6. 11. Ibid. Oet. 27, 1914, P-§

12, Ibid. Oct. 28, 1914. P-14.




WORLD WAR CHAPTER...PAGE 4.

On November 1, 1914, at the completion of the first intensive Belgian Relief

drive, the committee was able to announce that "St. Paul had provided enough clothing
to equip a fair sized tg;n.“ 'j“» f

Among the cash donetions-received it was—xepoTisd fHat "James J. Hill answers—
the Belgian Relief fund by signing a check for $2.500, in addition to the $25.606 f
he gave King Albert of Belgium and $5,000 of the 'miller's'lﬁand."

toword

While the bulk of relief efforts were directed’to the Belgians other groups
enlisted to aid their own nationals. The German, Austrian, British, French, Polish,

Italian, Serbian, Armenian, Syrian and Jewish elements were all represented by
“d }:,l
socleties devoted to the interests of the wounded or destitute
156,

brébhers in the fighting forces or civilian population of the 0ld World.
Efforts of the local French-Americans were supplemented by the establishment of

a St. Paul branch of the American Fund for French Wounded which furnished great
16.
quantities of garments and supplies to war hospitals in France. Another charitable

organization devoted to the Fatherless Children of France raised a fund of over
17.

twenty thousand dollars for the care of 261 French orphans. e

Announcements appeared recording individual group efforts: "The Austrian~Hungarian
18.
Ladies' Benevolent Association has appropriated $100 for the Red Cross fund." "A fund

of nearly $400...relief of widows and orphans of British soldiers and sailors...by the

Sons of St. George....The Scottish clansi..The We%jh societies, the Ancient Order of

’
Hibernians and individuals of British descent also expect to aid." The British Red

Cross Society of Minnesota manufactured bandages daily at 1669 Selby Ave...shipments
19. M)
g
in 10,000 yerd lots will be made.... Jews of St. Paul...raise funds for the relief
20. g
.nmof quqpaan Jewsuleftwq§stitute.... @he Polish National Alliance of St. Paul met at
13, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Nov. 1, 1914, P-1, Sec.2, ==
14, 1Ibid, Nov. 10, 1914, P-10.
15. 8t. Paul & Ramsey County in the War of 1917-1918, PP 4-5.
16, 1Ibid, Page 5.
17. 1Ibid, Page 5.
18. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Sept. 13, 1914. P-8.
20. Ibid. Dec. 3, 1914, P-5,
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B T s,

#"Pulaski Hall...to formulate plans for raising a Red Cross relief fund for sufferers
2%
in Poland." "About $300 was collected last night at a motion picture show given iﬁ,/

Mozart Hall for the orphans of German BOldiers‘:ffji;“ yW ”1 i! A g™ rly

it e —

’/ In consonance with the various relief programs were the increasingly active
¢émonstrations in behalf of peace. Organized leadership was furnished by the Minne-
sota Peace Society, the Women's Peace Party, and the American School Peace League.

Special observances were fostered in schools and churches, resolutions were adopted
23.
and panaceas were offered by the score.‘{’Some of the observances assumed impressive

and spectacular form. On October 4, set aside by President Wilson as "Peace Sunday,"

some two thousand people gathered about the Capitol steps to offer silent prayer for
24,
the return of peace. Merchants were enjoined to decorate their windows with a

peace motive, placards were distributed one of which read: "Talk peace, think peace,

¥ believe in peace~-cvery man, woman and child-- and we shall, under God, have peace
__ 25.
;‘:Lfor 100 years to come." Posters screamed from bill-boasrds "We have enlisted in the
3 26.
war on war." The pastors of Protestant and Catholic churches reviewed the causes

of the European conflict and "emphasized the need for a genuine and general petition
27.
that the war end soon." The "Prayer and Peace" written by Archbishop John Ireland
28.
was recited at mass in the Catholic churches.

Clubs, labor organizations and other societies vied with one another in
arrangements for the "monster pesce demonstration." The Association of Commerce
acquiesced in the request of the women's clubs that all whistles be blown at noon.
A pre-arranged series of toots was observed, followed by a long drawn-out blast "to

emphasize the meaning of the noise." Carrier pigeons were released and messages
29.
sent and received from other communities. The pigeons symbolized the dove of peace.

2l. §8t. Paul Pioneer Press, Dec. 7, 1914, P-5.

22 Ibid. Jan. 26, 1915, P-9

23. 8t. Paul & Ramsey County in the War of 1917-1918, P-5.
24, Ibid, P=5,.

26. ©St. Paul Phoneer Press, Sept. 26, 1914, P=4

26. Ibid. Sept. 26, 1914, P-4.

27 Ibid. Sent. 38, 1914, P-2.

28, Ibid. Sept. 28, 1914, P-2.

29, Ibid. Sept. 30, 1914, P-2.
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From the pulpit ceme "militiarism is to receive its death blow in the present
30,

European war...Terrible as is the carnage, if this be the result it may be worth it."
JJ
Another divine deplored the destruction of the gﬂeat art treasures like the
3l.
cathedral at Rheims.

An sdd _—
_fisable, mhethentiE ol Londorate" Freneh;-Gamany-Russiay or Inglish. ;-
f The German cause had its champions. Two St. Paul women, who had returned in //; [

late October from the war mone, praised the "gallant German army pfficers." One

of them stated: "I don't believe a word of this talk about German atrocitiess I do

not believe half what I read and hear about German defeats either. Why, the Germang

33, - e L
are bound to winj everybody over in Germany thinks so." (;;’;—;;cialist gathering =8

the war was denounced as "a crime against civilization" and it was declared that "in
34.
this country the workers must insist that no supplies go to feed the war." Propa-

ganda of the several warring factions was disseminated each announcing "that all the
35 :
atrocities are committed by the enemy." *K\‘ AQZ

‘fAlong with the prayers for peace, hope was entertained that in the future electors
would insist on knowing the attitude of candidates for office on war and peace and
_eleet only those “"who ablior war and all its hideous 3§;ks."

The maelstrom in Europe had a sobering effect upon the social life of St. Paul.
Private entertainment was curtailed and society busied itself in undertakings of a
‘Charitable and philanthropic nasz;e."

Due to the virtual abolishment of |German imports chiﬁdren were apprehensive
about getting their usual Christmas toys. Their fears were allayed with the announce-
ment that American toy manufacturers were duplir?ting the workfof the German pro-

28. ‘
ducers in all”lines except the cheap mechapical toy. N

J‘

30. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Sept. 28, 1914, P=5

3l. Ibid. Sept. 28, 1914, P-5

32. Ibid. Oct. 13, 1914, P=6 37. Pioneer Press, Dec. 2, 1914, P-7.
33. Ibid. Oect. 24, 1914, P-12 38, Ibid. Dec. 14, 1914, P-4.

34, Ibid. Sept. 8, 1914.

35. Ibid. Sept. 7, 1914,

36. Ibid. Sept. 1, 1914, P-4,
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United States Senator Moses E. Clapp, addressing a farmer's convention at the
St. Paul Auditorium, voiced his opinion that the Monroe Doctrine had outlived its
ugefulness. He warned the people not to become hysterical over any unreal or un-
intentional insult to the flag and American digﬁ?;y. Prof. Morris LeRoy Arnold of
Hamline University credited the war with endowing Americans with a new nzéional

consciousness but did not anticipate that it would "produce any great war poems."
)

The editor of the Pioneer Press, in making his war prognostications, predicted

that certain neutrals would eventually jcin the allied forces. For this he was

roundly criticized by a reader who requested him to keep his "private, un=American
4l.
gsentiments out of the editorial columns.” Citizens were urged to maintain a strietly

neutral attitude in public. Moving pictures were censored for arousing bitter feeling
42,
among sympathizers by showing war pictures of the bloqd and thunder type. ZEspecially

abjured were the "five-reel films with the German and French armies occupying the
451 /

screen moat of the timeQ, - AV . 7 J;,. R XA ﬂi:' o ¢ 24 {;
e —— gy t‘( - f /, P ! J

War arguments occasionafly ended seriously. In Septeémber two St. Paul men had

a battle over the European situation in Rice Park and "one of them was arrested, the
44,
other was taken to the city hospital."

Allied war orders were responsible for a half-billion dollar gain in business
45,
in the United States. St. Paul was reported as receiving "large orders...for
46.
mackinaws, sheep-lined coats, harness and saddlery."

An instarce refleA

upnerm/ﬁt reac

/d
Awindling fu pro@its.
\ 47.

minimum. 4

St. Paul Pioneer Press, Dec. 9, 1914, P=11,

Ibid. Nov. 6, 1914, P=11. 45, Pioneer Press, Nov. 15, 1914, P-4,
Ibid. Dec. 11, 1914, P-8, 46. Ibid. Nov. 8, 1914, P=7

Ibid. Sept. 16, 1914, P-8. 47. Ibid. Dec. 1, 1914, P-6.

Ibid. Sept. 13, 1914, P-10.

Ibid. Sept. 26, 1914, P-#4
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Style and color designers of women's fashions were quick to adopt the military

motif. Bristling with war suggestiveness were such colors as battleship, Zeppelin
and mitraille gray; Petrograd and Belglan bgﬁ;. Hats included " a modified Scotch
bonnet and a German hegiét,“ The cape, and adaptions of other military costum;g,
including the Russian blouse, were considered eminently correct for milady's war&robe.

At a fancy dress ball given at the St. Paul hotel military costumes predominated.
51.
The music too reflected a martial strain.

e Red Cross auxiliary went quietly gptward n its work of mercy’and unselfiah—
n

In its workroomqk/;; the top floo? of the/ Wilder charlties building, a sign
enjoined-all th “This room is nipxral ground in work end word. Instrugtion cir—

b

“oflars wer widoiy distributed 40 that the "wémen of St Panl will knitwhag/sockﬁ

=
fo e soldiers of Burope ahd for the women and children made dest}iute by theAwar."

Humor was not entirely absent from the scene at this period. One observer ad-
vanced a positive methodT;}yidentifying the patriots of the various belligerent
nations. His forté was a classification of whiskers. Those without whiskers he
suspected of English sympathies. A neat, modest brown or iron gray mustasche---
preferably with a droop to it--=gtamped the wearer an Englishman. On the other hand
if the ends were spiked and shot up into the air on both sides the possessor was
indubitably German. The Russian was the easiest to identify as "no self-respecting
Russian, of adult age, would venture to appear in public with his face devoid of a
full beard of astounding nroportioi::"

Many sincere people, especiglly—those with=Teubenic sympathies, were staunchly
opposed to the sale of munitions to the Allies despihemtihe-sanetionsgi THTETIEt IR

55.
la!_ggﬂxhbggufgggzba. They Aefended the Zeprelin raids, reminded us of our

St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb 23, 1915, P-7
49, 1Ibid. Feb. 19, 1915, P=7. 52. Pioneer Press, Nov. 14, 1914, P-12.
50. 1Ibid. Dec. 2, 1914 , P-7. 53. Ibid. Nov. 22, 1914, P=-S.
51. Ibid. Jan. 2, 1915 , P-8. 54, Ibid. Dec. 17, 1914, P-4.
55. Ibid. Dec. 24, 1914, P-4.
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occasional brutal conduct in past wars, and suggested that "we resmove the mote from

56.
our own eye." A former German colonial executive, Dr. Bernhard Dernberg, in address-

ing a crowd of 6,000 sympathizers, declared that "Germany is fighting for the free-
57.
dom of the whole world against England." An ardent Allies devotee enumerated the

reasons why they should be supnorted: "First and foremost is the tie of kinship.
America is the child of Great Britain...Bngland, France and Belgium stand for the
democratic ideals which have been and remain the ideals of America...Wherever the

flag of England waves, all over the world, there is equality of opportunity for
58.

men of every race." ;
/

/ J \
Frau Rosika Schwimmer, a Hungarian peace advocate,”was Anvited to address 3 mass

meeting of/yé%en's clubs and labor f;ganizations at /the Auditorium. She will 7; re-
called ag/ﬁeing one of the pioneerg who refused tb‘agree to bear armg in defen;o of
this cpéntry. In her strange megéage she asserted that:.“The United States is
helping to prolong the war by ma&ing it possible for the wounded soldiers t? come

back to life and go on killing...Shipe of food and clothing never reach thé goldiers...
The best thing any/man in the war can ret is a bullet in his heart...Sociaty women,
acting as voluntger nurses, dre tortgring instead of helping the sick...The war is
making brutes of men of eulfure and’éivilization...When tbe war is ended and we are
erecting statues to the heroes, 1ei;us remember that before they were herces they

had to be brutes." She advocated that President Wilsou invite delegates from all
/ 74 59 L]

nations to Aiscuss cessation of/ the war "in the namé/of humanity."
" 60.
St. Paul was urged to launch the beginning of a world federation. Editorially

speaking the Pioneer Press ascribed the essential cause of the war to'hatred...a

lack of sense of brotherhood...the failure of men to realize a community of interest."
61.
The cure for this situation =-"a consciousness of brotherhood." The editor further

56. 8t. Paul Pioneer Press, Jan. 28, 1915, P-6.
57. 1Ibid. Feb. 3, 1915, P=1.

58. Ibid. Sept. 24, 1914, P=8,

59. 1Ibid, Dec. 2, 1914, P=12.

60. Ibid. Feb. 11, 1915, P-6

6l. Ibid. Sept. 23, 1914, P-6.
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declaimed that "This war the people did not foment. They were the victims of the
gecret machinations of the governments.-.ﬁhd if we mistake not, the temper of the

peoples after this war will be such that no other will ever be precipitated with-
62.
out their consent."

The arrival of immigrants dwindled.. Jhe Union Depot no.longer witnessed the
Wgcenes of foreign children...with thefr clothes tagged 'Romei Italy, bound for

Great Falls, Montana'...'Przybligehix Bulgapfa, enroutgf-f’é Winnib{goshish Minnesota'’...
o & &
"# ’ 4
Not a child has been sent alome out of thig'city tofa foreign country since the

'y

declaration of war...Railway officials here loogﬁio an immense influx of foreigners
63 . “}.
difrectly after the cloge of the war."

One sage observer advanced the belief that "the only way to be neutral is to
drop all discussion in regard to the European war and give our attention to some of
our own troubles...Public Schools, Water Supply, Street Improvements, Taxes,
Relief for the suffering (in St. Paul, not in Euii;e)." Former Governor Eberhart
advocated "an international army and navy to police tgz'world."

The sinking of the Lusitania on May 7, 1915, crystallized the previous somewhat

apathetic anti-German feeling. (Many who were prone to believe the stories of

|
German atrocities in Belgium could not condone the destruction of 1*00 human beings;/;)

among whem Were—many womenm smd—children. Sanity prevailed however and the citizens
were counselled "We must weigh in the balance the arguments which Germany will ad-

vance in justification...if the facts do not justify it, Germany will have suffered
66,

a loss in American esteem which no material gain can equal."

Action, immediate and determined, was urged. The imperial German government
[ -

must be compelled to make reparations for the lives oﬁ;iiS*IMBricagy. One of the

English-speaking papers was "of the opinion that the neutral world should be called
67,

into conference and made party to the accusation against Germany." The St. Paul

62. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 11, 1915, P-6.

63, Ibid. Jan. 18, 1915, P-8.

64. Ibid. Jan. 20, 1915, P=6.

65. Ibid. Feb. 15, 1915, P=5.

66. St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P-6

67. St. Paul Pioneer Press, May 11, 1915. P-10.
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German-American papers urged their readers to circulate the assertions that Germany

had frequently warned neutrals against travel on enemy ships and furthermore that the
68.
Lusitania had contained contraband quantities of ammunition.

One effect produced was an embargo on purchasing goods "Made in Germany." A

veteran hardware and cutlery salesman wrote "I have notified my people in New York
69‘
that I will sell no more goods made in Germany." Another salesman replied "eight out

of ten are for Germany and think she is right. The public is just beginning to
70.

realize what a game fight Germany is putting up against big odds."

The handling of this difficult international situation by President Wilson
71.
was lauded by most of the nation's press. The St. Paul Pioneer Press printed the

text of the note under the caption "Wilson tells Kaiger he will not bargain over
lives of Americans; insists submarinevwarfare on neutral ships must Zi;se.“ Alarmists
were concerned lest, due to the bluntness of the note, Germany might declare war on
Zi: This brought the preparedness problem into debate. Every issue of the times
had its supporters and detractors, the papers encouraged readers to debate the pros
and cons in their columns. In Washington, heads of the army and navy went ahead
elaborating details for the defense of the country, with a contemplated expansion

in both service branch:::

A chapter of the National Security League was organized in St. Paul. This
group hoped to "get the people thinking about the country as a whole and its situ-
ation among the countries of the world." A branch of the Military Training Camps
Association also emerged. They favored universal military training and tried to set
up a camp at Fort Snelling along the lines of Plattsburg, for the training of

it =15
business and professional men. The editorial tenor of the press which, in the

68. St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P-6.
69. 8St. Paul Pioneer Press, May 15, 1915, P-4,

70. Ibid. May 7, 1915, P=-§.

71l. Ibid. May 15, 1915, P-2.

72. 1Ibid. May 14, 1915, P-1.

73. Ibid. May 14, 1915, P-10.

74. Ibid. May 14, 1915, P-10.

75. 8t. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P-8.
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early days of the war, decried any military expansion or activity lest it be mis-
interpreted abroad, gradually advocated the adoption of increased militia strength
and efficiency limited solely to defense. Two extreme points of view were repre-
sented by the belligerent Roosevelt and pacifist Bzg;n.

Watchful citizens were quick to resent any biased statement in the newspapers.
One wrote "The inciting of prejudice and class hatred are not honorable means to
be employed in upholding the dignity and honor of one's country. I accuse your
paper to some extent of this crim:?; Another believed war might be a good thing
if "some of us could get shot off and lezve some all-the-year-round work for the
remainder of us?ﬁ. Caustic in tone came "Sound the hewgag, beat the drum! Any old

plan that might hypnotize America into going to war with Germany to help decadent

0ld England win her war sounds like a 'noble ideal' to the Pioneer Press and Dis-
79.

patch." One sounded a prophetic note "Are the millions of dollars worth of war

material being sent to Furope for humanity's sake? He that soweth,..must expect
80.
to reap the consequences--death." Many and varied were the panaceas advocated on

"how to end the war."

As additional countries entered the conflict their native sons departed to
assist the home~land. In a group of 65 Montenegrins and Austrians leaving St.
Paul one of their leaders was heard to remark thatk‘heVZiﬁgh American citizen
and doesn't care what happens to the fighting nations of Euit;e.“ The exodus of
foreign patriots wiped out the surplus of unskilled labor which had prevailed.
The railroads reported no dearth of laboring men "but long experience has proved
that the men from the south of Burope are the best for track wgii.“ When their

call came 85 St. Panl Italian: reservists, to the accompaniment of more than 200

76. St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P-8.
77. 8St. Paul Pioneer Press, Dec. 11, 1914, P-12.

78. Ibid. May 28, 1915, P-10.

79. Ibid. June 10, 1915, P-8.

80, Ibid. June 10, 1915, P-8.

8l. Ibid. July 8, 1915, P=1l,

82. 1Ibid. July 21, 1915, P-26.
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fellow countrymen, entrained at the depot amid "much kissing of male cheeks, cheer-
83.

ing in the mother tongue and enthusiastic waving of flags."

St. Paul embarked on an era of/prosperity. The savings banks reported over
$16,500,000 in interest-bearing deposits, as of May 1, 1915, an increase of more
than $1,000,000 since the war in Europe iféan. Purchasing agents for the Allies
were busy accumulating horses for service on the battlefields. The officers
estimated the life of an animal at the front as not exceeding five iz;s. The manu-
facture of shells and ammunition in immense quantities caused a shortage in metals
particularly copper, zinc and spelter. As a consequence the cost of domestic
utensils "advanced a hundred per cent...this is a very heavy war tax for a neutral

86.
American citizen to pay."

President Wilson continued to demand the freedom of the seas for American
P : 87,
commerce. Hisgﬁltimg;ums“were delivered impartially to all belligerent nations.

The .revolution in Russia was progressing. Its strange @octrines ¢ "autonomy
for the Poles, generosity toward the Finns, liberal treatment of the Jews, amnesty
for political and religious offenders and recognition of trade unions," were en-
dorsed by liberty loving Americgi;.

Disapproval of a loan of one billion dollars to the Allies, by New York
bankers, was registered. The feeling prevailed that we would be "forced into the
position of nursing their interests...fur sympathy must follow our money , we at
once cease to be neutrals and become active partigg;s." The German—-American
Alliance of Minnesota, meeting in St. Paul, while maintaining their strict neu-

trality, strongly protested against the sale of munitions to the Allies and the

flotation of any foreign loans. They pledged themselves to -refrain from depositing

83. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Aug. 5, 1915, P-14,

84. Ibid. May 19, 1915, P-14.

85. Ibid. May 22, 1915, P=b.

86. Ibid. June 23, 1915, P-8.

87, §t- Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P-7.
88. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Sept. 13, 1915, P-6.

89. Ibid. Sept. 17, 1915, P=-12,
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90.
in banks participating in foreign war loans. Publicity attended the subscription,

by James J. Hill, for $250,000 of the Italian war loan. He was reported as having
91.

already participated in German, English and French loans.

Cessation of imports from Germany caused distress in many lines of business.
92.
Opticians warned that all gless used in spectacles was imported from abroad; candy
93.
manufacturers reported a shortage in oil of wintergreen and coconuts; dealers in

photo supplies were alarmed at the scarcity of certain chemicals, moving picture
men were “nanic-sti?éken"; beverage manufacturers lamented the scarcity of Bohemian
hops necessary in the manufacture of high-grade bzi;; the price of "Paris gregn"
recee from twelve to sixty centy a pound, ceuse for jubilation among the notataegugs;
demand for potash, a war necessity, raised the price of all glass bottiz;: absence
of imported hair-dye caused many matrons to revert te grayustreakedggéir; the lowly
onion socared in price due to a crop failure and import restrictigi;.

St. Paul plants engaged in the manufacture of war munitions received numerocus
threats of destruction. Federal officials were noti%?gé.

Shortly before Christmas 1915, Henry Ford launched his Peace Ship Exvedition
which occasioned recrimination, ridicule and praise in the press. His sincere
oprosition to militariem in this country was voiced in full page advertisements in
the newspapers. He tried vainly to curb the rising tide of jingoism in the United
Sta%gi:

Early in 1916 the German government gave assurances that neutral ships would
not be sunk without warning. This relieved the European tension somigi;t.

The situation along the Mexican border had become increasingly serious.

Sporadic raids by hostile Mexican bandit forces became too numerous for the regular

90. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Oct. 11, 1915, P-1.

91. Ibid. Oect. 28, 1915, P-7.

92. 1Ibid. Nov. 20, 1915, P-5. 99. 8St. Paul Pioneer Press, Mar. 8, 1916, P-4
93. 1Ibid. Dec. 4, 1915, P-14. 100. 1Ibid. Dec. 3, 1915, P-16.

94. 1Ibid. Dec. 6, 1915 , P=-7. 101. 1Ibid. Dec. 25, 1915, P-4.

95. Ibid. Nov. 14, 1915, P-4. 102. St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War,

96. Ibid. July 25, 1916, P=12. 1917-1918,, P-9.
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97. Ibidv Fabo 8, 1917' P-eo
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army forces to cope with. On March 8, 1916, Villa raided the town of Columbus, New
Mexico, killing and wounding some of the inhabitante. Beginning in May the President
called out the border militia. An additional eall on June 18 mobilized the Minne-
sota regiments., The pitiful eéndition of the National Guard w%s revealed. The

three units of the First- -Battalion of field art1llery. statigﬁed in St. Paul,

/

/
mustered sixty men for Battery B, abvut twenty men f0r Batgary C, while Battery A

was totally unorgéanized with a strength of’ one man. The 1nfantry reg1m§nts als¢
exposed ‘a woefi1l lack of man- nower, tnadequata and noer qquinmant. Hecrumting ﬂas

instituteds the 1nfantry departed for the border on July 12, the artilléry on |/
103.
October lst.

- The inadequacy of our milftary machine; even-for defence purposes, being pain-

fully apparent ah organized campaign for preparedness was launched. The English-
speaking papers in St. Paul heartily supported it, one editor declaiming "It is time

=~it has long been past time-~for the U. S. to awaken from her dream of self-
104,
sufficiency, of unmolested prosperity and of millenial peace...." The local branch

of the National Security League prepared plans for a monster "preparedness parade"
106.
which was enthusiastically supported by the St. Paul Athletic Club. Concurrently
106.
they petitioned the President and Congress to adopt some system of military trainings%

The Patriotic League was organized to arouse enthusiasm for measures necessary to
107.
"defend the rights and uphold the honor of America."
The Democrats, in 1916, re-ncminated Wilson on the platform of "He kept us out
of war." Despite the opposition of the German-American papers and the St. Paul
108, 109.
Pioneer Press the President carried Ramsey county by a large majority. On the eve

of the national election Henry Ford, in a half-page newspaper advertisement, ad-

103. Louis L. Collins, History of the 151st Field Artillery , Minn. War Records
Comm., St. Paul, 1924, V-1, P=5.

104. 8St. Paul Pioneer Press, Mar, 14, 1916, P-8.

105. Ibid. May 17, 1916, P-1.

106. St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917, 1918, P-8.

107. 1Ibid. P-1C.

108. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Oct. 31, 1916.

109. 8t. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P-10.
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vocated: "Although nominally a Republican all my life, I am for Wilson...because

he has kept us out of war and has done much to bring about the remarkable prosper-
110,
ity which we enjoy."

Various civic organizations propounded their views on preparedness. The

Women's Civic League of St. Paul advocated "We believe in preparedness. We do not
111.
s
want the country to prepare for war, but to prepare against war: Students at the

University of Minnesota debated the issue. At a mock Democratic national convention

the pacifists supporting Bryan split with the preparedness faction exemplified by
112,
President Wilson. The President and Congress were petitioned, by the National

League for Obligatory and Universa; Military Training, to pass a universal military
service %i?i. Concurrently the Ramsey county W. C. T. U. requested an>hdvisory
referendum before a declaration of i;j:" Macalester college men expressed confi-
dence in the President and urged "preparedness as necessary for our nationiiﬁ;afety.“

A military ball at the Armory ralsed a fund of nearly $2,000 which was used
"for the relief of soldier's families and for comforts of guardsmen down on the

116
Rio Grande."

The spirit of patsbetdsm, long dormant, was being activated by the press,

pulpit and prominent speakers. The Pioneer Press, in deplo;§ng"hyphenabeﬁ citizens,

quoted Stephen Deceturts immortal-words: "Our Country: In her intercourse with
117,
foreign nations may she always be right; but our country RIGHT OR WRONG!" Announce-

ment was made that pro-Ally and pro-Cerman letters to the Mail Bag; the paper's
118,
Public Forum; "must hereafter give place to pro-American communications." A prom-

inent clergyman, during a "patriotic service" at his church stated that "every
young man should be ready to enlist when the call comes from the head of the govern-

119.
ment." A somewhat prophetic view came from President George E. Vincent of the

110, 8t. Paul Pioneer Press, Nov. 5, 1916, P-5.
111. Ibid. Nov. 17, 1915, P-10, 115, St. Paul Picneer Press, Mar. 17, 1917,P-6
112, Ibid. May. 3, 1916, P-16. 116, Ibid. July 15, 1916, P-1.
113, 1Ibid Feb. 28, 1917, P-12. 117, Ibid. Apr. 20, 1916, P-10,
114, Ibid. Feb. 24, 1917, P=-5. 118, Ibid. Apr. 20, 1916, P-10.
119, Ibid. July 3 , 1916, P=E.
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University of Minnesota. He scored false "emotional! patriotism and predicted that
true patriotism would not be arrived at without "such a social adjustment that will
give the average citizen assurance that he lives in a country which cares for him,
which values him and which will protect him equally with every other citizen." He
warned againgt the danger which might arise in the relationships between capital

120.
and labor after the European war. A weman speaker, af a-Hughes political rally,

advocated "I believe in immediate Americanization of &ll foreigners or of com=
121.
pelling them to return to their native land. "

Un=Americen sentiments.were-resented. For criticizing the government's Mex~
ican policies a Socialist soap~box orator was immersed six times in the Rice Park

fountain. The National Guardsmen responsible suggested that "lynching wouldn't
122,
be bad for a man who maligned the flag." Spanish war veterans took exception to a

stranger's disrespectful~un-patebetic remarks at a patrietic mass meeting and pro-
123.
ceeded to seriously beat him——"he literally was kicked out of the door."

After a period of service patrolling the border the militia returned. The last
124.
unit, the 1lst Infantry, was mustered out of the Federal service in March 1917.

The German resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare, on January 31, 1917,
brought the menace of war closer than ever. The severance of diplomatic relations

with Germany was climaxed with the presentation of passports to Von Bernsteff on
125.
February 3, 1917. The country was deemed to be in a state of armed neutrality. Many
126.
people clung to the hope that war could still be averted. The sinkings and seizures

of American ships continued to occupy the front pages of the newspaners.
With the advent of war, realists—im St Paul prepared to meet the call for

127,
troope and supplies. Plans were launched to raise a regiment of St. Paul men;

120. St. Paul Pioneer Press, May 14, 1916, P-5.
121. Ibid. Oct. 12, 1916, P-7.

122. 1Ibid. July 1, 1816, P=l.

123. 1Ibid. Mar. 27, 1917, P-l.

124. Adjutant'General's Office, on file.

126. 151st Field Artillery, L. L. Collins,

126. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 18, 1917, P=g.
127. 1Ibid. Feb. 4, 1917, P=3.




WORLD WAR CHAPTER...PAGE 18,
128.
former Navy men pledged their united support; a compulsory course in military med-

ical training and surgery, under regular army officers, was inaugurated at the
University of Minnesifz; applications were accepted at the Y. W. C. A. from women
who volunteered to study first aid and nursing in gaigiél; a gigantic meeting of
women formed the St. Paul branch of the Red Cross soi?i;y; military training in High
z
s;hools was advociziég citizens were urged to display and reverence the Americen
32

flago
The St. Paul Division of the Minnesota Naval Militia received orders from
Washington, early in Merch 1917, to prepare for immediate service. A recruiting

campaign was undertaken and the full quota of 125 men was ready when mobilizatlon
orders were rece%izé. Recruiting was intensified for the rsgular branches of ser~
vice the Army, Navy and Marine Cor%i?. Under the slogan "Now is the time for all
good men to come to the aid of their country" men were urged to enlist 1mm1§f;tely.

The Minnesots National Guard was also active. Announcement was made on March
29, 1917, that efforts were being made to recrult the First Minnesota Ianfantry

136.
regiment up to war strength of 55 officers and 2,002 enlisted men. The First

Battalion of Field Artillery endeavored to fill their ranks before the President's

call. Citizens were advised that a successful prosecution of the war would re-
137. 138,
quire unlimited expenditures, conscription of wealth, as well as men, was advocated.

The declaration of war, on April 6, 1917, caussed "scarcely a ripple on the

surface of the business world." Business in general looked forward to a stimulus
1329.
due to governmental requirements for military and naval operations. Railroads
140,
announced their readiness to furnish any amount of equipment or service. Shoe com-

128, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 16, 1917, P=5.
129, 1Ibid. Feb. 18, 1917, P-1. 135. Pioneer Press, Mar. 30, 1917, P-4.
130. 1Ibid. Feb. 18, 1917, P=-4. 136, Ibid. Mar. 29, 1917, P-7.
131. Ivid. Feb. 20, 1917, P-7, 137. Ibid. Mar. 31, 1917, P-20.
132. Ibid. Feb. 20, 1917, P=12. 138. Ibid. Apr. $6, 1917, P-8.
133, 1Ibid. Mar. 6, 1917, P=4. 139, Ibid. Apr. 8, 1917, P-l.
134. B8t. Paul & Ramsey County ia the War,
1917-1918, Pp. 18-19. 140, Ibid. Mar. 31, 1917, P=-12.
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141,
panies and other factories, offered theiw-plants and services.to.the nation. Civil

anthorities, including the governor, adjutant general, the mayor and pesice officers,
met "in a council of war" to consider ways of meeting any emzrgenciea that might
arise. A volunteer corps for special police duty was advoiz;;d.

:fart of the National Guard troops were immediately called iniz service to
protect rallroads, bridges, munition plants asnd éther strategic noii;s. The in-
evitable sabotage rumors arose, suspects were arrested and placed under federal
surveillance at Fort Snei%?;g. Stringent laws were enacted tending to curb raii;
calism. It was declared a felony to teach criminal syndicalism or commit sabot:g;.
Editorials clearly defined treasomsusumming it up into“the-one word--treacigi;.
Fair and impartial treatment was assured German aliens residing in St. Paul. They
were however cautioned to "obey the law, keep your mouth t:z;."

Organizations, firms and individuals were quick to publicly proclaim their
patriotism and loyalty. The St. Paul Association asserted "Now that the United
States has been brought into the war...it becomes the duty of the St. Paul Asso-
clation to devote its energies without stint to the solution of the problems which
war lays before the city." An industrial survey of the city's resources was
promptly completed and placed at the government's disposal. The English-speaking

papers campaigned fiercely in the nation's cause, particularly regarding recruiting,

while the Minnesota Union Advocate implored their followers to "Be True Americans

n
Now", The Tagliche Volkszeitung observed "that the time for criticism of the course

9.

taken by the United States was past, and foreseeing trying times ahead for German-
Americans, it cautioned them to keep their heads. The average citizen meanwhile

asserted his patriotism by the signing of loyalty pledges, adoption of patriotic

141, 5St. Paul Pioneer Press, Mar. 31, 1917, P-12.
142, Ibid. Apr. 7, 1917, P-3.

143, 151st. Field Artillery, L.L.Collins, P-12.
l44. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Apr. 8, 1917, P-1l.
145. Ibid. Apr. 11, 1917, P=7.
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resolutions, flag-raisings at mass meetings, the whole culminating in the cele~
148.
bration on April 19 of "Wake-up America Day".

A monster parade was staged in which an estimated 15,000 men, women and child-
ren marc;:i: Representatives of eleven Allied nations carried their respective
country's flags and added to the colorful dispizg: Participants vied with one
another in the ingenuity of the slogans on their bigi;rs. Archbighop~Ireéland,

unable to. be-Bresent,. sent-a-message *the.hour of -action has come.+the-dignlty,
152- ;
the life-and"hons T or AMerica~ts-at stake." In commenting on the demonstration

the Pioneer Press essayed that the purpose of the parade was "to arouse selfishly
153,
absorbed citizens to the fact of a national crisis.”

Prior to the declaration of war the country as a whole was dismayed at the
rising cost of living. President Wilson had petitioned Congress for $400,000 with
which to conduct an investigation. The findings of previous boards had proved
fruitless. Outright demands were made that monopolistic profits on the necessi-

ties of life be curbed. One newspaper questioned "will the food supply ultimately
154,
fall to governmental custody? Substitutes were urged, rice in place of potatoes,
155,
whole wheat instead of white flour bread and the use of cheaper cuts of meat.

The situation caused embarrassment to the St. Paul retail grocers who feared
"being caught between the millstones of rising wholesale prices on one hand, and

a publie, outraged and unconvinced of the necessity for further increases in the
156,
cost of living." Flour advanced 20 cents to $11.40 a barrel, butter went up two
157.
cents demanding a retail price from 44 to 52 centa a pound depending on quality.

Gasoline prices increased steadily the rise being attributed to an "inerease in
158, :
wholesale prices". The price of sugar soared due to hoarding by individuale who
159.
anticipated a shortage. Newspapers roundly condemned this practice. Apartment

148. Bt. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P.11-12.

149, 8St. Paul Pioneer Press, Apr. 19, 1917, P-1.

150. 1bid. Apr. 19, 1917, P-1l. 155. Pioneer Press, Feb. 26, 1917, P-1.
151. Ibid. Apr. 20, 1917, P-2. 156. Ibid. Apr. 5, 1917, P-5.
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154. Ibid. Feb. 25, 1917, P-6. 169. Ibid. May 2, 1917, P-8.
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: 160.
and flat rentals were threatened with a 10 per cent raise. Increased federal
2 161,
taxes on malt beverages advanced the cost of beer and ale.

To conserve the city's food supply an organized effort, sponsored by the St.

Paul Association co-operating with the College of Agriculture and various civie
162. 163.
units, was initiated. Home gardening was popularized and charitable organizations
164.
encouraged the city's poor to grow some of their requirements. Even the well-to-do

were inspired to co—operate and one enthusiast viewed "Summit avenue...fringed by
165. 166.
corn lands and potato fields". The abolition of waste was stressed. Domestic

science instructors advocated the elimination of cooking "frills", advanced the

art of canning fruits and vegetables, planned and taunght the preparation of "%értime
167.
recipes and menus". The dental profession stressed the care of the teeth stating
168.
"the more children chew their food the less food they need". Ramsey County W.C.T.U.

demanded the closing of breweries and distilleries and the planting of tobacco
169.
lands with grain and vegetables.

®

Recruiting went on apvace. The Navy was especially successful in obtaining

recruits, their efforts being supplemented by full-page ads donated by various
170.
Jobber, manufacturer and financial groups. Speakers, accompanied by musicians and

gingers, harangued noontime crowds in the downtown sectors in the interests of the
saiizi;. Fort Snelling received its influx of candidates seeking commissioned
officer appointmigg;. Preparations were made to care for the large number of en=
listed men to be inducted into the ai;;: Physicians and surgeons volunteered ‘their
services to the government practically en m;Z:;. Men were surgically renovated
gratuitously, enabling them to eni:i;. Students at Hamline, Macalaster and the
University of Minnesota adopted a three-;Z?;t code, some enlisted and compulsory

160, St. Paul Pioneer Press, June 8, 1917, P=5.
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177
military training was discussed. Inventions of all kinds, in the military line,
178.

were brought in to recruiting offices by their sponsors.

The marriage license bureau set a new high on licenses issued and inquiries
answered, many men of draft age endeavored to earn exemption from service by this
179.
means.

Registration under the selective draft act was carried out on June 5, 1917.

The Pioneer Press announced a "grand total of approximately 25,352 registrations...

this does not include hundreds who were unable to register through lack of facil-
180.
ities." Anticipating disorders a large force of deputies were assigned to the
181.
registration places. The newspapers had reported that a movement was afoot to

resist the draft after registration. They counselled that "punishment should be

sweeping and exemplary and should include the propagandists as well as theose con-
victed of overt iiz;.“ They further asserted that "no political pvhilosophy can take
the place of loyi?z;“. Ramsey county was assigned 12 draft boards, eleven for St.
Paul and one for the rural portion of the cotiz;. Penalty for failure to register

for military service was announced as: "Liability to a year's imprisonment; then
185,
enforced registration". There were those of course who deliberately failed to

register. Alsc prominent were members of the World Peace Society and Socialists
who openly registered opposition to the draft. Agents for the Department of Justice

rounded up and jalled all known evaders, these were taken before the U. S. district
186. 187.
court. A large number of those registering claimed exemption on various grounds.
188,
The draft boards were kept busy examining and classifying the large groups of men.

Federal and state enforced registration of aliens prompted many to apply for natural-
189,
ization papers. ©Sporadic "slacker raids" were conducted and arrests were made of

177. St. Paul Pionser Press, Apr. 28, 1917, P-l6€.
178. Ibid. Apr. 24, 1917, P=-5. 185, Pionser Press, June 1, 1917, P-1l.
179. Ibid. Apr. 10, 1917, P-l. 186+ Ibvid. June 7, 1917, P-1.
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180.
those without proper draft cards. It was announced that St. Paul was to become the

clearing house for war work in the Northwest. This work was to be taken to the ex-
191,
isting factory ingtead of building new factories. The St. Paul War Industries
192.
Board "obtained $750,000 worth of government contracts".

The Civilian Auxilisry was formed early in the war to assist in the maintenance
of order. Drills were conducted at St. Thomas College. The Auxiliary did yeoman
gervice in the conduct of the first liberty loan campaign but the orgenization
gradually dwindled and was finally inducted into the newly formed state~wide Home

193.
Guard of Minnesotae.

St. Paul and Rsmsey County were asked to subscribe $6,000,000 in the first

Libverty Loan drive. In this initial money-raising effort, as well as in the
succeeding loan drives, St. Paul's quota was lavishly cver—subiZi;hed. A War Savings
Certificate section was installed in the nostlg?;ice 2nd all mail carriers were en~
listed in furthering thelr szle, together with Thrif%vg;amps. Backed by the able

gponsorship of the St. Paul Association a group known as the Four Minute Men was
197,
formed. Thege men usually spoke at motion picture houses. The Boy Scouts; Civilian

Auxiliary and other organizations aided greatly in the various drives. 8St. Paul
198,
donated generously to the Red Cross and other charities. A detail of United States

marines, stationed in one of the large downtown department stores, "held up" all
199,
persons not wearing a Liberty Loan button. They enjoined all to purchase bonds,

Idlensss was discouraged, it was ordered that "every male psrson residing in Minne~-
200,
sota shall be regularly engaged in some useful occupation". Work or fight: became

a reality.

190. St. Paul Pioneer Press, July 21, 1918, P-1l, ,
191, Ibid. June 19, 1918, P-10. 196. Pioneer Press, Dec. 3, 1917, P-1
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194, June 3, 1917, St. Paul Pioneer,Press, P=56. 199, 1Ibid. Apr. 19, 1918, P-4.
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St. Paul was perturbed and embarrassed in September, 1917, by a speech given
at the Auditorium by Senator La Follette. Speaking under the auspices of the Non-

Partisan League some of his utterances were interpreted as disloyal to the govern-
migt: He was roundly criticized by the Press which requested his removal from the
seniii: To offset the unfavorable reaction caused by the speech a monster Loyalty
rally was stazzg: Senator Kellogg and Theodoigééoosevelt made reply to La Follette

before "seven thousand howling patriots, 100 percent Americans...more than 10,000

persons filed through downtown streets...fully 100,000 cheered approval from packed
2044.,
sidewalks”., To keep alive the patriotism engendered by this demonstration the

America First Association was formed at a mass meeting to foster loyalty and patrio-
:132?' Statewide loyalty meetings were held with flying squadrons speaking in every
schoolhouse and commui?i;. St. Paul felt that it had redeemed itself from any stain
that might have been cast uponggz:

Military authorities were disturbed at the vice conditions existing in the
208. -
Twin Cities. The inspector general of the United States army threatened "withdrawal
209.
of the more then 5,000 scldiers from Fort Snelling." Washington authorities like-

wise threatewed removal of the Aviation Mechanics Training school from St. Paul
210.
because of the prevalence of prostitution. The sale of liquor presented a seriocus
211.

problem, civil authorities were called upon to clean up the situation. It became

necessary for the military to institute a provost guard which patrclled the down=-
' 212
town secters in an effort to curb the sale of liquor to men in uniform. The Public

Safety Commission established a dry zone two and a half miles wide around Fort
Snelling and ordered all saloons, public dance and pool halls to close at 10. P. M.

213,
and to remain closed on Sundays. The effect of this adverse activity was to render

201, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Sept. 21, 1917, P-1l.
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r‘£58 of 86 counties in the state bone dry" and hastened the adoption of national pro-
214,
hibitions The U. S. Government relented and ordered the immediate taking over of

"$3,000,000 worth of property"in the Transfer district and the construction of an
215.
"aviation training school...destined to be the biggest school of its kind in the world."

Of the Minnesota National Guard troops the lst Field Artillery was honored by
being included in the 42nd Division, later baptized the Rainbow Division. The
regiment's appellation was changed from the lst to the 15lst Field Artillery and in
October 1917 sailed for France being among the first national guard combat troops

. to arrive in that country. The lst Infantry, the Field Hospital and Field Ambulance

companies, entrained for Camp Cody, New Mexico,; in September and October 1917, from
216.
where they subsequently sailed overseas. Hamline University furnished an ambulance
217,
unit which saw service and was decorated by the French command "for valiant services."

Many St. Paul men responded to an early call for engineer troops. These men

were sent overseas ahead of the combat trocpe to prepare unloading docks, canton-
218.

ments and railways. Base Hospital No. 26 unit, recgﬂhitsd almost entirely from the

University of Minnesota, was ready for service as early as July lst. The Navy had

secured over 1800 and the Marine Corps about 500 Ramsey county men while nearly 1200
220.
qualified for commissioned officer positions.

As quickly as the men selected by the various draft boards were called in they

were sent to one of the training camps. Many St. Paul men went to Camp Dodge near

Des Moines, Iowa, where after intensive training they left for Camp Cody and other
221.

cantonments before embarking for overseas. The morale of the men was sustained by

the work of welfare agencies, outstanding among whom were the Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A.,

the National Catholic Welfare Society, American Library Association, the Jewish
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222
Welfars Board, Salvation Army and the War Camp Community Service.

The city had cause for rejoicing when it was announced that all St. Paul

soldiers had been saved from the "ill-fated transport Tuscania which was torpedoed
223
off the Irish coast.

Increases in wages not having kept pace with the rising costs of living, some
224.
labor and capital disputes were inevitable. 8St. Paul experienced wartime strikes,

most of them of a minor nature., Railway car repairers walked out several times,
laborers at a coke plant, plasterers and plasterer tenders, milk wagon drivers and
295,
painters struck, but these differences were amicably adjusfzg. O0f a much more
serious nature was the street car strike, late in 1917, which focused nation-wide
attention on St. Paul., The Minnesota Public Safety Commission, at the instigation
of the Twin City Rapid Transit company, ordered all union carmen to refrain from
w:afing union buttons while on duty. The carmen protested this ruling and called a
szizie. Attempts by the company to continue service met with vioif::;. A contem=
porary reports that a rioting mob of 2,500 attacked trolley cars, in some instances
overturning them. Bricks were hurled through windown and motormen and conductors
set upon and injiiZé. The local police force being unable to cope with the situation
"eleven companies of the Home Guard from points outside the Twin Cities were called
in to maintain order making a total of 1500 Guards and 900 deputies"on gi?;.“ Governor
Burnquist, in an attempt toward determining reaponsibility for the disorders, sus-
pended Sheriff Wagner of Ramsey ciii;y. Union officials of the Trades and Labor
Assembly issued a "call for a 'convention of all union men in the Twin Cities to
remain in session indefinitely' to aid the street carmen's union." This was regarded

280,
as tantamount to a general sympathetic strike of all union men. Federazl aid was en-

222+ St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 227« Pioneer Press, Dec. 4, '17, P-4
1917-1918, P-112. 228, Ibid. Deec. 5, 1917, P-1.

223, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 11, 1918, P-1l.

224, OSt. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 229, Ibid. Dec. 4, 1917, P-4.
1917-1918, P-234., 230. Ibid. Dec. 3, 1917, P-=1,

226. Ibid. P=236.
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listed by the workers who divided their delegates into four general groups repre-

senting building trades, metal workers, railway employees and of miscellaneous
231.
trades.

A serious handicap was threastened to the nation at war by the action of the
232
railway workers. Governor Burnquist in repudiating Federal interference wired the

Federal Labor Department: "As Governor of this commonwealth, I shall use every power
at my command to uphold the dignity of the State and to protect the rights of all

concerned. ©Should the time arrive when we need Federal assistance to maintain our
233,
laws I shall not hesitate to call upon you." Nevertheless President Wilson re-

quested the Federal Department of Lebor to furnish him . a complete record of the
contrgvzig;. The union "convention" was adjourned in.the.light..of possible Feéderal
act?ga: Secretary of War Newton D. Baker recommended that "the Public Safety
Commission re-cpen the cazf?;E:Union officials passed a resclution asking for the
removal of two members of the Commisigz;. Oscar E. Keller, commissioner of public

utilities in St. Paul, openly charged ccllusion between the Commission and the Twin
udf" -

City Rapid Transit company. Shortly after, Keller was indicted, by the Ramsey

county grand jury, together with James Monahan, attorney for the Non-Partisan League

and Thomas J. McGrath, state representative, charged with "rioting resulting from
239.
alleged inflammatory speeches made by them at the Rice park mass meeting." / gl

Matters remaining at a stalemate union officials ordered a gemeral walkout of
all workers on Dec. 13, igg;. Six more companies of home guards were called in from.
outeide ti:;;, plans for re-organization of new denuty sheriffs and additional
gspecial officers was annouiiié, all saloonas were ordered closed and civilian guards

2
werse posted by acting Sheriff E. H. Davidggi: Martial law was threatened for the

first time in St. Paul's history, elaborate precautions were taken to safeguard

231. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Dec. 5, 1917, P-2. 239. Pioneer Press, Dec. 22, '17, Pi
232, Ibid. Dec. 5, 1917, P-2. 240, Ibid. Dec. 12, 1917, P-1.
233. Ibid. Dec. 3, 1917, P-1. 241. Ibid. Deec. 13, 1917, P-1
234, Ibid. Dec. 6, 1917, P-1 242. Ibid., Dec. 12, 1917, P-l.

235« Ibid, Dec. 1917, P=-1. 243. Ibid. Dec. 13, 1917, P-1
226. 1Ibid. Der.ll, 1917, P-1.

237. Ibid. Dec. 5, 1917, P-2
238. 1Ibid. Dec. 4, 1917, P-1.
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244,
life and property.

Upon invitation President Wilson sent a commission, headed by Secretazg of Labor
W. B. Wilson, to attend a mass meeting of capital and labor at the Auditoiiu;. At
this gathering Secretary Wilson "told 4,500 employees and employers...industrial dis-
putes must be abandoned until after the war." Representatives of labor and capital
sat on the platform with the Secretary. "A splendid feeling of co-operation was

246,
evidenced everywhere." At the conclusion of the meeting it was announced that "Union

leaders. ..signed a pact...'unconditionally withdrawing the sympathetlc strike order
247, ;
they have had in contemplation'.® The Pioneer Press, on-December 20,.1917, summed

up the general feeling "It looks like we are at that happy solution of the late
difficulty which nearly always may be expected where intelligence, conciliation and
2 ®
a spirit of fairness are brought to bear upon controversies between capi:i; and labor."
The inclusion of rallway workers in the strike may have had some effect in
causing President Wilson to announce that all rallroads would come under government
control after Dec. 28, 1917. Local officials however retained the management of their
248,
own systems. It was announced that "complete unification of all routes is the ogiict.“
To prevent a recurrence of future strikes the Minnesota Public Safety Commission
gent a list to the State Board of Arbitration of "suggested conditions for adoption

by employers. and employees." Their recommendations were essentially:

l. Both sides must recognize that any dispute "operates to the advantage of the
public enemy."

2. Nontbut pre-war unions to be recognized.
3. Employers shall not try to break up any recognized pre-war unions.
4, Both parties to maintain existing status of a "union, non-union or open shop."

5. Differences with respect to wages or hours of labor to be referred to the atate
board of arbitration.

The St. Paul Pioneer Press, Dec. 12, 1917, P-l.
Ibid. Dec. 17, 1917, P-1.
Ibid, Dec. 19, 1917, P-1.
Ibij-. Dﬂco 20, 1917. P-ll
Ibid. Deec. 27, 1917, P-l.
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6. No strike or lockout, under any consideration, during the period of the war.
249,
7. "Pending any decision by the arbitration board, work shall be continued un-
interrupted by either party."

In December 1917 the Federal fuel administration, to conserve the nation's

coal supply, decreed a series of "lightless nights." An observer records that the

order was virtually ignored in St. Paul the first of these nights "only a few busi-
250,
ness firms complied...in the residence district lights were dimmed." TFuel Adminis-

trator Garfield's drastic ruling requiring the complete closihg of a large vropor-
tion of retail and wholesale establishments, office buildings and factories for at
least one week -day a week, aroused much bitter criticism among the leading business
men of St. Paul who were reported as "almost unanimous in agreeing that the detriment

to business will more than offset the comparatively small advantage to be gained in
251,
fuel saving." Modification orders were received for specified lines of business.
262.
The St. Paul Association estimated the enforced idle at 60,000, An editorial re-

marked "St. Paul has observed its first joint heatless, lightleas, tobaccoless,
253,
liquorless and workless day without turning a hair." It was estimated that 2500
254.
tons of coal "were saved in St. Paul by the second heatless Monday." Theaters were

allowed to remain open and reaped a harvest, they were compelled to close on Tues-
255,
days however. Street cars adopted a skip-stop policy in compliance with fuel con-
256

servation orders.
The 18th Amendment, inaugurating nation-wide Prohibition, was passed by the
House of Representatives on Dec. 18, 1917, and submitted to the States for ratifi-
257.

cation. No immediate effect was noticeable. St. Paul breweries however were con-

cerned over the Food administration's order prohibiting the manufacture of beer

249, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Apr. 17, 1918, P=l.

250, Ibid. Deec. 17, 1917, P-8,

251l. Ibid. Jén. 17, 1918, P=1.

2562, Ibid. Jan. 21, 1918, P-1.

2563, Ibid. Jan. 22, 1918, P-1.

254, Ibid. Jan. 29, 1918, P=12.

265, Ibid. Jan. 29, 1918, P-12.

256. St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P-167.
267. ©ot. Paul Pioneer Preass, Dec. 18, 1917, P~1.
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after December 1, 1918. An estimated working capital of $7,300,000 was involved in
258,
St. Paul and approximately 1700 men were to be relsased for "sssential labor."

Early in 1918 the Pioneer Press published a comparative break-down of all labor

classifications with 1917 figures for both male and female workers opposed to 1910
figures. Under the caption "What residents of this city do"™ were listed all grades
from newsboys to bankers, female domestics to women professionals. The comparison
revealed a gain in male occupations of 15,378 with an advance of 5, 189 in the
female ranks, a total of 20,567 for the seven year piig;d.

The Socialist party succeeded in injecting a candidate, Julius F. Emme, into
the mayoralty riig: In the election in May, 1918, Lawrence C. Hodgson (Larry Heo)
polled a majority of 10,629 over Eiﬁi: In the state primaries Governor Burnquist

secured the Republican nomination over Charles A. Lindbergh, former congressman,

sponsored by the Non-Partisan league. While Burnquist won the gubernmatorial race

by a good majority St. Paul proper gave a slight majority to Evans, FParmer-Labor
: 262,
candidate. Ramsey county as a whole however favored Burnguist by a small margin.

Socialists and Non-Partisan leaguers, while-pretesting-thetr-loyalty to the
nation, created some frictien in*St7“Paul. The I. W. W. was also busy. A. L.
Sugarman, secretary of the state Socialist committee, was arrested for failure to

register. He was also charged with urging drafted meh to refuse to report to the
exemption bzggas. Jo C. Bentall, Socialist candidate for governor, was also arrested
charged with dislgyal acfgf.ﬂoward Harter, out on bail, caused a near riot by
saditieus.uhterzig;s. Conscientious objectors, for religious reasons, were attacked
physicaiiz: I. W. W. members urged laborers to quit their2§Z;s, they also tried to
organize a miner's strike on the rziz;. Fritz Bergmelier,“of the German Daily

268, 5Si. Paul Pioneer Press, June 7, 1918, P-1,

259. Ibid, Jan. 27, 1918, P-10. 267. Pioneer Press, Aug. 2, 1917, P=2.
260. Ibid. Mar. 20, 1918, P-1. 268. Ibid. Aug. 8, 1917, P=5.
261._ Ibid. May 8, 1918, P-1.

262.® St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1918, P243.
263, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Aug. 8, 1917, P-1.

264, Ibid. Aug. 10, 1917, P-1.

265, Ibid. Aug. 11, 1917, P-1,
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Volkszeltung, was gseized for violating-the-enemy a;ien aect-and incarcerated in a

269.
Federal prison. The Minnesota Public Safety Commission issued a warning fvivlation

of law, obstruction of the government, hindrance tc enlistment and to Federal duty

270.
cennot be tolerated." OCivil authorities were apprehensive lest serious bloodshed

271. .
result from these activities. Governor Burnguist to-evotd~dossweiwiife proclaimed

that "no more anti-draft and other like protest meetings will be permitted in
272,
Minnesota."

Nationally prominent. labor leaders and Socialists, imcluding Samuel Gompers,
spoke to an overflow crowd at the Auditorium, mercilesgly castigated Senators
La Follette, Bronna and Stone and renewed their pledges of loyalty and patriiif;m.
The National Non-Partisan League made reply to disloyalty charges, brought by the
St. Paul newspapers, in a full half-page advertisement. They asked the public to
Judge "Organized Labor and Organized Farmers upon actual facts and not upon un-

274,
founded charges." Nevertheless the Pioneer Press reported that "the number of

slacker arrests in St. Paul is exceeded only in cities of more thamn 1,000,000 pop-
ulation" and attributed it to "older Socialists and anti-American propagandists
influenecing young men." The paver further asserted "radical opposition to the war
is the policy of Minnesota Socialists, according to...a referendum 323;.“

Effects of the war on St. Paul and its people were propounded by the editor of

the Pioneer Press. He discovered that there was "greatly lessened crimes of serious

nature” also that "the fregquemt recourses to litigation...has entirely vanished."
Bank deposits had decreased due to a tight money market and a tendency of people to

pay cash. More careful buying was noted, cheaper cuts of meat were in demand,

restaurants reported an abstinence in pies and dainties, "imported foods and ligquors,

269, St. Paul Pioneer Press, Aug. 10, 1917, P-1.
270. Ibid. Aug. 8, 1917, P=1.

271. Ibid. Sep. 23, 1917, P=l-

272. TIbid. Ang. 19, 1917
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274, Ibid. Sep. 23, 1917, P-7.

275. Ibid. July 1, 1917, P=3.




WORLD WAR CHAPTER. ..PAGE 32.

rare and tropical fruits are being foresaken." Wagte--garbage, "became a rarily,"
hog ranch owners beeame alarmed at its scarcity. High leather prices caused a
glight falling off in shoe sales. Imported cigar consumption suffered but the out-
put of domestic cigars increased.

Marriage licenses increased nearly 300 over a corresponding period of the year
past with a correlative boost in jewelry sales, particularly engagement and wedding
rings end wedding gifts. A decrease in divorces was further noted. Also perceptible
was a greater demand for working women, theaters, railroads and manufacturing con-
cerng abgorbing many of them. Fewer and shorter vacations were planned, "no hysteria

existed...but a stern realization of the burden we have assumed."

The interest in home gardening created a demand for books on that subject. The

library reported a decided switch from fiction to war boocks, men expecting a call
read military manuals and studied the French language. Aliens seeking naturalization
papers demanded solid books on civies, English and Americen history.

The high price of meat forced many to practice the piscatorial art, swelling the
sale of fishing tackle at sporting goods stores. The motor car and gasoline industry
throve, the "output of some factories...sold out for months to come." Saloons were
reported doing "just about as much as formerly." Demand for labor caused a scarcity
of beggars and loafers. Socliety turned its attention to the "furtherance of various

276,
patriotic objects."

Letters arrived froem the men at the front. The St. Paul artillery battalion
guffered its first battle casualties on March 5, igzé. Thereafter as casuslties
mounted they were reported in the newspapers. Frequent pictures of local boys

278,

killed, wounded, decorated or returned from the war zone alsoc appeared. The govern-

ment periodically stimulated the patriotiem of the people by presenting motion pic-

276+ Bt. Paul Pioneer Press, June 1, 1917, P=2.
277, 8St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917-1218, P-263.
278. St. Paul Pionesr Prees, Sept. 1, 1918,




WORLD WAR CHAPTER. ..PAGE 33.
279,
tures visualizing the achievements of Yankee fighters and workers at home and oversease.

Scarcity of labor, particularly in the skilled divisions, was nation-wide. To
prevent the “stealing‘of desirable workers from one plant by another Federal Employ-
ment Service offices were opened. The government required various skilled craftsmen
in shipyards and munition plants, located mainly in the Easts The Minnesota Public

Safety Commission, to co-ordinate all activities, created a War Work Division with
280,
D, R. Cotton, one of the Commission's directors, at its head.s One task was to
281,
mobilize an army of workers from non-essential war industries to essential war service.

An office was opened in Washington to assure St. Paul industries their share of war
282,
contracte. A plan was adopted of pocling the city's industrial resources to stream—

line production. This met with national approval and was adopted elsewhere. Nine

groups of industries were represented--tent and awning, foods, shoes, sheet metsls,
283,
iron, steel and machinery, wood working, building materials, vehicles and bedding.

No less than $18,000,000 of war essential products were turned cut in St. Paul
284,
before the signing of the Armistice.

St. Paul was host to more than 5,000 delegates attending the annual convention
of the American Federation of Labor in June iggé. National president, Samuel Gompers,
in addressing a gathering of 350 St. Paul business and professional men, asserted
that "business has as much right to organi?e as has labor and the laws should be
changed to permfisit.“

The Federal Trade Commission, in June 1218, brought "sensational charges"
against the meat packers. Allegations that they were "manipulating prices without
regard to law " and of "preying on the people by exacting unfair prices" brought
prompt and emphatic denials from the packer's representatives in South gf?.Paul.
Prior to this the steel trust had flatly refused to comply with an order of the War
Industries Board that they fill orders for the-Alltsn-end-domestic consimers at the

288,
price fixed for government war orders.

279. St. Paul Pioneer Press, Oct. 5, 1918, P-5.
280. St. Paul & Ramsey County in the War, 1917, 1918. P-196.
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In an effort to conserve the nation's supply of newsprint the U. S. government
decreed a reduction of 57% of newspaper volume. This necessitated a new style "dress",
the elimination of space-consuming headlines and the curtailment of many Sunday
features. The Pioneer Press advised its readers’ that the new make-up would enable

289.
it to "give its readers ten percent more news."

In the Fall of 1918 the St. Paul area was invaded by the dreaded Spanish in-

fluenza. Stories had been circulated of the epidemics raging in eastern and southern

army camps. Prompt steps were taken to fight the mysterious malady, the opening of
290,
the University of Minnesota was postponed for one week. Soldiers at Fort Snelling

were hard hit and "flu" victims among the civilian population meumted throughout the
291.
entire state. As the death toll mounted St. Paul health officials placed "an
292,
absolute ban on all public dances and on all special public meetings." On Oct. 14,

the Pioneer Press announced "degpite twelve influenza-pneumonia deaths recorded yes-

terday, St. Paul health authorities last night were of the opinion that the situation
293,
locally is slightly improved." Schools and churches however remained open.

St. Paul Pioneer Press, Feb. 1 , 1918, P=1,
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