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GENERAL INFORMATION

Roseau County

Railroads: The Great Northern Ry« passes through the villages of Strathoons,

reenbush, Badger, Fox, Roseau, Salol, and Varroade At Warroad connections
are made with the Canadian Natiomal Ry. which also passes through the villages
of Swift and Roosevelt. The Great Northern comnects with a main branch at
Crookstong the Canadian National is a main line between Winnipeg and Duluth
and Port Arthure Passenger trains run twice daily except Sunday, on the Ureat
Northern, four times daily on the Canadian National.

Bighwayss The county is traversed by trunk highways 11, 32, and 89, and by
Wg%'nd township roads. (See Highways end Transportation.) State 11 and

32 are bituminous-treated, Statve 18 gravel=guriaced. w08t all the county
roads are graveled; these and the State Highways have the benelit of snow re-
movale State 1l and 32 are seldom bloocked by snow, but State 89 from Bemidji is
generally impassable during the winters Travelers are advised against taking
this route after heavy summer rains, as some portions south of Roseau County
are unsurfacede

Bus Liness A bus line from Thief River Falls to Intermational Falls operutes

Through Roseau County. At those terminals connections are made with lines to
larger citiess The bus stops in Roseau County are at Strathecona, Greembush,
Badger, Fox, Koseau, Salol, Warroad, Swift, and Roosevelt.

Air Linesy No airlines. A cabin plane is available at both Roseau and Warroad
Tor speelal trips. It is important to note that Warroad is the only airport of
entry on the boundary between Duluth and Pembina. Aviators may clear at the
custoamhouse near the Canadian National depot. landing accammodations for sea-
planes onlyj there is no land airport at Warrocad at presents A cablin plane
makes trips triweekly from Varroad to the Northwest Angle and Oak Island during
the winter,

Motor Vehicle Laws; Consult Minnesota Motor Vehicle Lawse (For loeal regul=-
aHom" see VEIIanas.) The Minnesota Highway Patrol f'or this distric is station-
ed at Roseaus

Accommodations; Hotels at CGreenbush, Roseau, and Warroad. lodern conveniences,
acilitiess Restaurants at the principal villagess The tourist
camps at Roseau and Varroad are equipped with necessary convenlences.

Climate and Equipments Travelers in summer should be pr:pared for warm days,
and cool nights best descoribed as the "ome quilt™ kinde Wivnter travelers
should inquire of roud conditions after wind or storms. (See Climate.)

Recreational Areass (See Lake of the Woods Country.) For further information
write the narroac Ghamber of Commerce; George Arnold, American Pointj Charles
Fernstram, Oak Island, Tony Wons, Oak Islund. The Lake of the Woods.resorts




Genle. Infe
Roseau County

offer excellent accammodations for all types of vecationers, but eater to the
sportsmans Hunting and fishing are the chief attractionse

Seasons for visiting Lake of the Woods to advantege: 4As this is primarily e
hunting and I'ishing area, Uhe Dest seasons 1or Sport within the legel limits

are of first consideration. Fish strike best in the spring and falls Nosquitoes
are likely to be troublesome in June and early July during wet years.

Fish Laws (Digest); Came fish are defined as wall-eyed pike, pilckerel, great
northern pike, yellow perch, sand pike (or saugers), muskellunge, ocrappies,

bass (striped, grey, yellow, black, silver, and rock), sunfish, many varieties
of trout, landlocked salmon. Rough fish are defined as bullheads, catfish, gare
fish, whitefish (not less than 18 inches), carp, dogfish, redhorse, sheepshead,
suckers, eelpout, buffealo, and inland herringe

Open Season for Fishing (dates inclusive)s Valleeyed pike, pickerel, great
northern pike, yellow perch, Nay o karch 13 sand pike (or saugers), muskell~
unge, May 15 to Feb. 1; crapples, June 21 to Febs 13 bVass (all varieties) June
21 to Decs 13 trout (any variety exoept lake trout), May 1 to Septs 1; lake trout

snd salmon, Nove 15 to Septe 16« Rough fish by angling any time except March and
April.

Licenses; Nonresident $3.003 resident, 50¢ per individual, §1.00 for family.
Licenses may be purchased at the auditor's office, Roseau County Courthouse,
or at Holland's Fharmacy, Warroads

Open Season for Hunting (dates inclusive): Deer, Hov. 15 to Nove. 25 in even
years. GSeason was open on deer for 6 days in 1587 Nove 20 to 25 inclusive.
Season as well as restrictions may very from year to year. The Northwest Angle
may be opened to moose hunting between Octe 10 and 20 at the diseretion of the
Game and ¥ish Departments Season on migratory birds, Octe 10 to Nov. 8s

Border Regulationss United States Custom Off'ices, between April 1 and October
1, are open 0~03 Irom October 1 to April 1, 8-6 Cansdian Custom Offices are
open 8~9, Tourists must submit their cars for inspection to the officlals of
the country which they are enterings They are advised to have with them their
State registeration cards for car identilication. Imports for personal use to
the amount of §100 are duty-free, but restrictions are placed on tobacco and
alocholic beverages.




NTRTTT A TV ST IMAT A AT
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF

Location Roseau County is situated in the northernmost tier of
Minnesota counties, and lies on the eastern edge of the Red River Valleye.
It is bounded on the east by the Lake of the Woods County, on the south by
Beltrami and Marshall, on the west by Kittson, and on the north by the
Dominion of Canada. The county is reached by three State highways, 1ll, 32,

end 89 (see Highways and Transportation), and is crossed by the Great North-

ern and Canadian National Railroadss

Incorporated January 31, 1894, Roseau is one of the youngest
counties in the State. It has an ares of approximately 1,716 square miles,
and a total population of 12,821, of which 3,323, or approximately 26 per-
cent, live in incorporated villages. The County is 60 miles long, 32 miles
wides Within its length and breasdth are contained all those factors thet
combined make up what is to the stranger & typical rural area, while whose
who live here know it as a land of infinite variety with a distinct char~
acter of its owm.
Geology and About twelve thousand years ego, according to geologieal
Topography

reckoning, Roseau County was covered by an irmense body of
water now known as lLake Agassiz. Formed by the final melting of the
Pleistocene glacier, this lake, of which Lake of the Woods and Lake Winnipeg
are remmants, once had an ares of 110,000 square miles and was the largest

inland lake ever formed on the globea. As the waters receded, following the

retreating ice cap, they lelft behind them & series of successive shores.

Eight thousand years ago the waves of Agassiz washed againsts its fourth

beach, and deposited tons of cobblestones, gravel, and sand to build = long
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high ridge which today may be traced for hundreds of miles through Mimmesota
and North Dakota. This shore, the Campbell Beach, extends entirely across
Roseau County, like a highway built for a race of giants. It varies from
several hundred to several thousand feet in width, and rises from ten to
fifty feet above the terrain on either side. Entering the county near the
village of Pelan, it runs northeast for 30 miles, then trends southward
twelve miles, outlining a former bay now ocoupied by the Roseesu River,.
Appearing again as the eastern shore of this bay it themn runs east by northe-
east to the far end of the county.

A portion of the fifth beach (Mo Cauleyville) appears in the
remote northwest cormer of the county (Sec. 351 and 29, T. 184 N., R. 44 W.).
Several sandbars of considerable elevation ocour along the Roseau County=
Kanitoba border, the most prominent being Minnesota Hill that rises very
abruptly from the swamp to the south and has a maximum elevetion of 1,120
feet.

¥hen Lake Agassiz was at its greatest elevetion, it contained
a large island called today Beltrami. This former island lies in Beltrami
and Lake of the Woods Counties, but its slopes extend into southeastern
Roseau County where the highest altitudes in the county oecur. These slopes
are marked by a series of gravel ridges formed before the Csmpbell Beachy and
enother series of beaches rise in Huss and Poplar Grove Townships, the most
prominent of the group being known as the Siberian Ridge.

The county's principal river, the Roseau, has its source in
the Beltrami Island. It déscends northwesterly, then flows due north
practioally bisecting the county to its top tier of towmshipe, where it turns
abruptly and pursues a westerly course to the Roseau~Kittson County line.

Throughout the central and lower portions of its course, the river is em=

braced by a broad: valley of extremely fertile lacustrime clay. (See Drainage

and Soils.)




The Muskeg Bay of the Lake of the Woods eclipses the north-
east corner of the county to provide a frontage on the {fifth largest lake

wholly or partly within the United States. (See Lake of the Woods Recreation.)

Principal affluent of Muskeg Bay is the Warroad River whose brauches flow
through six eastern townships. These stresns are characterized by narrow and
guite deep valleys.

It is dinteresting that the elevation of the Lake of the Woods
is 1,080, which is 30 feet higher tham the water level of the Roseau River
at Roseau. Very little high land separates the two watersheds. Were a
channel a few miles in length dredged to conneot Muskeg Bay with Lost Creek
of the Boseau River, the waters of this great lake would pour westward into
the Roseau Valley.

Flora and When the first settlers came to this country, only forty years
i ago, they found it a land of slternate marsh, swamp forests,
and heavy upland timber. The great abundance of game, the building material
and shelter that the forests provided, attracted these good people f{rom the
wind-swept prairies along the Red River, Today, though to a steadily lessen=-
ing degree, this land retains these characteristics.

In some northern portions of the county dismal bogs of waving
reeds, and heaths of sphagnum moss, cassandra, and leather-leaf stretch away
to the black, tattered skyline of swemp spruce over which drifts the smoke
of Canadian trains. This is only one aspect of the swamp. In the fall’'the

dun tassels of the Phragmites communis wave eight feet high around the ponds

where mallards and teal rise, and olrole and settle again. The diteh grades
are marked by the deep magenta of frost-touched raspberry bushes, and the
tamaracks vary from a pastel green to a brilliant ochre against the deep
green of the balsam and spruce. But the swamps are dwindling and soon will

be no more. The gray, bony fingers of fire~killed tamaracks have fallem,

and with them have gone the last traces of the time when forest fires were




¢ menace to settlers. The call of the loon and the pumping of the bittern
is heard less frequently now. The marshes are drying out and the odor of
peat smoke lies gn the air from mideummer to freeze-up. Today grain nods
in the wind end rows of potatoes stretch like studies in perspeetive, where
only a few years ago grew sedge and swamp grass., In the past five years
elone 135,000 acres of peat land have been burmed off and put under éultive
ation. (See Soils.)

Spruce, balsam, tamareck, and cedar meke up the lowland forests,
while alder, dwarf birch, mountain maple, and willows constitute the shrubbery.
Norway, white, and jack pine are the common highland conifers. These evergreens
constitute the principal forest remnants and ooccur chiefly in the eastern por-
tion of the county, with arms running west along the north and south borders
in an area approximately defined by the boundaries of the Red Lake Came Pre-
serve, Of this area, lowland conifers eover 138,000 aeres, hirhland conifers
62,720 acres.

From the Roseau Valley westward, deciduous forests predominate.

Elm, ash, basswood, and paper birch grow heavily along the banks of streams,

and coppices of cak crown the gravel beaches. Hardwoods are not elsewhere

commone  South and west of the River Roseau the woodlots of a former great
forest of poplars limit the horizons and conceal even closely neighboring
farmhouses {rom each other.

Roseau County's forests still yield lumber, pulpwood, fence
posts, and an abundance of inexpensive fuel. Many farmers augment their
income By harvesting forest products during the winter. Additional income
during this season may be derived from trapping, an oecupation carried on by
a number of farmers. In fact, villagers have suffered an occasional dearth
of fusl because farmers living im the timber country have at times found

trapping more lucrative than outting cordwoods Weasel, skunk, mink, marten,




and fisher are the principal animals taken. BRrush wolves here are not
regarded as an important memsce %o livestock, but rather as a source of
revenue and sport. A few years ago woli chases by foxhounds on moonlit
winter nights were popular, and several hound packs are still kept for
such hunts. In 1929 Roseau County paid out $8,178 in wolf bounties. In
1931 this disbursement had dropped to $729 for the year, but by 1935 had
risen to $3,840.

Among the larger mexmels deer are the most common (see Pee=
reation), and moose are occasionally seen. Black bears inhabit the forests
in swmall numbers. Although usually content to seek their food in the woods,
they oceassionally suceumb to the temptation of little pipgs or sheeps A
bearskin rug and tough steaks are the customary aftermath. Beuvers have
been rapidly inoreasing, and are now so numerous as to be & nuisance in
agricultural areas where their dams cause troubleaome overflows.

A comperative abundance of wild life and forests hes not
Conservation

4

blincded Roseau County people to their wvalue or to the danger
of their depletions In 1932, after considersble effort on the part of esivic
leaders, a bill was approved by the Stete designating mn area comprising
twenty Roseau County townships as ‘a future addition to the Red Lake Game
Reserve. This area is now known es the Red Lake Preserves

The Beltrami Island State Forest, established in 1934, ex~
tends intc southeastern Roseau County,” ineluding T. 160 Ni, R 37 W., the

Township of Elkwood and portions of Beever, America, Clear River and Oaks

Townships. (See Map.) This area is being evscusted by farmers under the

direction of the Govermment as the greater portion of the land-predominantly
Jack pine~covered sand hills, grassy swales, and bogland=is wnafit {for agrie=
ulturel’ purposes. Férest rehabilitation werk is belng carried om in the
evacuated arem. This State forest shelters the only herd of caribou in the

nited States.




The District 12 office of the Stete forest service is at
Warroade. Stations with lookout towers are also loceted at the settlement
of Clear River and River. Besides the summer task of minimizing the fire
hazard, the forest patrol polices the Govermment timber stands snd ecarries
on educative worke There have never been mny serious forest fires in Roseau
Countye
The Although Roseeu County still reteins much of the color and
Plain

character of its rugged past, it is & thriving modern farm=

ing community, with adventeges which only & comparatively new country can

offers (See Farms and Farm Veluess) The luxurient growth of legumes in the

lime-rich soil, the consistently high market price for clover snd alfalfa

seed, and the comparative abundance of rainfell for all erops during the re=

cent Nation-wide drought have donme mwech to advence agriculture to a high

level in recent years. 7The predominating amspect of the county today is not
one of forests and swamps~~these f{or the most part lie off the beaten trails
and in forest preserves—but of fields of rye, of oats in shock, of sheep
grazing on limestone-strewn fields, and most prominent of all, of seas of
clover blossomse Roseau County farms are large, with their linits usually
defined by section line highwars indicated from the distance by staffs of
telephone wires with blsek guarter notes of birds upom them.

The log bulldings of yesterday have been superseded by modern
farmsteads. Even the conventionmal foursquare house built from memory by
Scandinavian carpenters is being outmoded by those of more detailed desipgn.
It is signifieant that the greatest number of outstanding residences are
found not in the villages, but ‘omn the farms. No program of rurul electre
ification has been carried out here, but a large mumber of farms have priwate
systeus with power generated by motor of windeharger. ' Good houses, ample
machine sheds, fine barms and silos are charagteristic of the county.

The predominating racial element here is Scandinanvian,

People
Attracted by advertising pamphlets and more substantial




ducements in the form of low-priced land, these people first settled on

the treeless aocres along Jim Hill's Mimnesota and laniteba Railway, but,

answering again the ploneering vrge, moved eastward into the Loseau country

where gane was more plentiful and forests broke the strong northwest winds.
In several instances immligrants from various regions of

Horway and Sweden have settled in eclosely knit groups. The largest of these

is perhaps the comrmmity of former natives of [alarne, Sweden, in the Town=

ship of Nalung (see Villages: Malung)s Falun Township, adjacent, was named

for a ¢ity in central Sweden by former imhabitants of that district. Dir-
ectly north of these two townships, in Spruce and Imstrom, 18 a settlement
of Swedes from the provinee of Vasterbottem. This group organized the anmual
Vasterbotten reunion held for the first time im Roseau in 1835.

Norwegians, in their settleéement, have likewlse cccesiomally
followed the patterm of their 0ld World provinces. Ia Dieter Township people
from the valley regions of Valdris and Holling live in adjucent commmities
a8 they did in Norways 7To the south are the Telemarkens, who held their
first reunion at Badger in 19306.

North of CGreenbush, in the Townships of Polonia, Barto, and
Hereim is a falirly large settlemeént of Poles, and immigranis from Bohenla

oocupy & small area in the Townships of Foplar Grove and Husse. This latter

mationality is however proportionately smalle. Slavs as a single group rank

second to the Serndinavians in numbers, ian the ratio of about one to ten,

Gerzans are seattered throughout the entire county, and nuwber almost as many

as the Slavs. IEmigrants from eastern United States-~principally Seoteh, Irish,

and English=--gettled the larger portion of eastern Roseau County. Americean

Township was named to distimguish it from territory settled by “foreigners."
Today assimilation of American culture and customs has all

but obliterated the racial distinetions which prevalled in the sarly .days

of settlement. Boandinavian churches still sponsor annual lute{ish dimners,




one of the Lutheran congrepgations of Roseau has an annual smorgasbord,
and Scandinavian cookery is an outstanding fesature in farm homes over
all the territorye The Bohemians still make pastries [lavored with poppy
seed, and the Polish Catholic colony observes religious customs reminis~-
cent of the 0ld World; but by and large, few characteristics remain to
distinguish one nationality from another, and even bilingualism seldom
ersists beyond the second generation.

The Indians who {irst held the land sre now few in number,
although there is a small Chippewa village on the shore of Warroad River
on the south edgze of Warroad Village. Tepees are set up as summer dwell-
ings, & small amount of handieraft is bartered, and oceasionally a tribal
dance is staged for a consideration. During the winter the Indians abandon
their tepees in favor of nearby fraeme houses, or remove to the woods to hunt
and trap.
Churches Coeval with settlement in Roseau County, the crossroads snd
and Schools

the country school are the punctuation marks in the story of
community lifes High-spired and high-domed, the early churches were, and
some still are too spacious to heat comfortably in winter. The pious

yioneers to whom God was as near as nature, must have endured Sundays with
F ’ )

the fortitude of Puritans. The interest of the Scandinavians and Slavs in

religious and secular education is a marked sttribute. No sooner had the
settlers erected houses than they begen to lock for a place where the Dible
might be explained on Sundays, and the English lenguagze taught during the
rest of the week., The churchyards mow give final rest to those who, fore-
seeing children's need, endowed their childrem's children.

There are approximstely 36 rural end 20 village churches in
Roseau County. Norwegisn and Swedish lLutheran and Catholic are the principal
denominationse

The county has 124 rural schoolse. (For wvillage schools see




Villagess) Roseau County ranks 16th in the State in the number of rural
schoolss  Of counties having more, all exceed Rosesu in population by
several thousend; many by a ratio of over two to one. In 1936, 103 of the
124 schools were opene. All met the requirements for State-aid benefits,
which demand high standards of heating, ventilating, and seating equipment,
and approved educative material. The uniform high standard of its schools
brought approximately §86,000 in State-ald money to the county im 19356,
Social Rural social activities usually originate within societies
Activities

and organigzations designed for some particular utilitariean
purposes Country people believe in combining business with pleasure. Ladies®
aids, parent-teachers® associations, farm buresu units, farm hellday and

Farmer-Labor groups are examples of organizations of serious purpose that

also provide social activities. Chicken suppers, basket socials, parties,

community plays and sports days are spomsored by these and like proups.

In the villsges similar activities are carried on by the churches and by
fraternal and similar organizations.

Soeial lif'e in country end village is rapidly becoming nearly
the same. There was a time when a definite cleavage existed, and the effect
was sometimes seen in a feeling of antagonism between the two classes. Good
roads and rapid transportation are the irportant factors in the growing one-
ness of town and country. Fifteen years ago the farmer made a trip to town
only when it became an absolute necessity, for the roads made it a tough
heul and old dobbint's pace was not geared to make the fields and farmhouses
stroke bye. Today he shows up two or three times a week and seldom fails to
come on Saturday night. Consequently the farmer talks politics and crops
with the butcher and baker aﬁd joins the Odd Fellows, the Masons, and the
Elkes His family enjoys the same entertainment as the villagers, with whom
they mingle, and about the only habit they hava't adopted is the playing

of bridge. Although the agricultural schools get many of the rural school




graduates, there has been a very sharp inerease im the emrollment of
country children in the village high schools in the past decade, another
indication of change. In some village high schools the enrollment is
nearly 30 percent rurals

About 25 percent of the high school graduates, usually boys,

go on to take up college works They almost invariably attend nearby in-

stitutions in Minnesota and North Dakota. The universities of Minunesota

and North Dakote receiving the largest number.

Recreation The younger people and those who never grow old have ample
opportunity here for enjoying varied recreatiomal pleasures.

Skating and skiing are the major winter pasttimes. Roseau has a large

covered ice rink and ome of the fastest amateur hockey teams in northerm

Minnesota. (See Villages: Roseau.) Almost all the other villages have out-

door rinks and junior hockey teams flourish from one end of the county to
the other. People with ski fever go to Bemis Hill in southwesterm Roseau
County, where facilities for ski and toboggan sport are free to the public,
This winter playground was given to the people of the county by the Home Mike
Holm, formerly of Roseau, and now secretary of State, and is meintained by
the forest service.

The summer season is ushered in by the annual rural schools
¥ay sports day, in which grade school children compete. Baseball and kitten=
ball are the most popular summer sportse 4 county-wide kittemball league
provides considerable excitement throughout the season. Tennis is played,
and golf has many followers. Colf courses are located at Rosesu and Varroad.

The Lake of the Woods offers eapitel gport for the angler (see

i

Lake of the Woods Country), and the rice fields of this lake, as well as the

many duck ponds in the county, afford excellent shootimg. Grouse, pheasants,
and prairie hens are numerous in the fields and woods. The abundance of deer
in the swamps end forests of northern and eastern Rossau County draw nimrods
from all parts of the State and beyond.

rnm




At 47_23. is the

VILLAGE OF BADGER

Reilroad Stationss:s Greet Northern R. E., west end of Badgere

Traffic Regulations: Angle Parking,

Accommodations: Ho hotels

Tourist Information Service: Inguire at Ramberg's Pharmacye.

Theaters and lotion Picture: Houses: Ome

Anmel Evenis: Market Day.




VILLAGE OF BADGER

BADGER (1,083 altes 325 pop.) spreads out for slmost a mile along
the hog back of the Campbell Deachs A% its grestest girth it widens down
to the surrounding till plain on both sides, but that is a development of
recent years. The founders of Badger chose the top of the ridge %o keep
their feey eand cellars drye

Today the till plain is a checkerboard of farm lends from which
flows & congtant stream of produce into Badger--—and out of it again,

Partiel 1954 eoxports from this village include; 48 carloads of clover seed,
55 earloads of grain, 149 cerloads of livestock.

The large amount of secd shipped from this peint is due to the Badger
seed mill, vhich mekes the village an outstanding market for hardy northern-
grown grass and legume seeds The Badger mill is the best equipped in that
part of the State and consequently attracts seed raisers from long distances.

The seed mill is one of Badger's 36 business places, including five

eneral stores, & lumber yard, a cresmery, and o newspeper shope Badger's
& b B e P &

newspeper is the Herald-Rustler, edited by G. J. Brenden.

There is mo better evidence of Badger's good %trade location than its
ebility to survive calamity. The village bas suffered the most dismal bank
failure in the history of the county; a large portion of its business dis-
trict has twice been leveled by firej but Badger has gome on to establish
sound finance egein, end upon the ashes of each fire it has constructed
better buildings, so that todey it has some of the most moderm business
gtructures in the countys

There are not likely to be any more calamitous fires inm Badger. . After
the lsat one the townsfolk decided to proteet their business district, With
Government help they laid water meins end placed hydrants from one end of
the business seetion to the other, constructed a mew fire station, end
purchased hose and chemical wagons te extend proteotion inte the residence

arefie




A few years ago, in 1951, the people of the town and the surrounding
country got Together %o supply another meeds The result of their co=
operative effort was a commmmity hall constructed through funds raised

by donmation and by a commmity sale {6 which villagers and farmers alike

brought goods to be auctiomeds The hall mow serves several purposese. It

is used for publie end privete meetings and conventions. With showers in
the basement, it serves each year eas the high school gymmesiume High
school and community plays, and concerts by traveling choirs and orchestras
are held here. It also serves as the local thester; two movies are held
weeklye

Badger has & consolidated high school which offers e standard curriculum.
There are five churches in the village; Catholic, theran Free, Swedish

Augustana, Norwegien Free, and Methodiste The Rebekeh and Woodman lodges

are the fratermal organizations represented.




The United States Census of Agriculture for 1938 lists

2,267 farms in Roseau County. Of this total, 40 percent
were operated by full osmers, 31 percent by part owmers, 28 percent by
tenants and 1 percent by mmnagers. The average sisze of & farm is 233.6
acresj the average value per farm is §3,1343 the average value per acre
$12.99. Over 50 percent of the total land area of the county is in
agricultural use.

Farms do not vary significantly in size from one end of
the county to another. Such variation as there exists in the employment
f land for agricultural purposes, depends upon the predominant soil,

the terrain, and the presence of timber. Legumes for seed and hay are

grown over all the till area (see }.,’n'g:}, and in the upper Roseau Valleye.

Grasses, both wild and tame, are an importent orop in north-cemtral and
northwestern portionse. Logumes and grasses raised prinmcipally for seed
are the major erops. Of the grains, flax, rye, and oats are the most im~
portant, and are used extensively for diversification and rotation. Sheep
raising is the principal occupation in the southwestemn cormer, while dalry=
ing is carried on throughout the entire countye.

S0ILS The solils of Roseau County are generally similar to those
of the entire Red River Valley. The most common type is glacial till which
predominates throughout southwestorn and northwestern Roseau (ounty, and
probably underlies most of the peat deposits of the latter area. Till is
a general term applied to glacial drift comsisting of elay, sand, silt

or rock-flour, pebbles, and boulders which may be intermingled in any




Farming in Roseau County Ze

proportion. Glacial till predominates over all the north-central United
States and is responsible for some of the country's finest farming land.

Much of the Nogesu till has such an abundance of lime that

the county has become famous as a legume-producing territory (see Crops)e

Especially rich in lime is the territory around Greembush, and sections of
eastern and southern Roseau County, although & high content is characteristie
of nearly all Roseau till. In general, this scil is not excessively stony
except in the southwestera portions This area is devoted to sheep raising
and annually produces the majority of the 40,000 Shropshires that meke Roseeu
one of Mimnesota's leading sheep counties. Considerable stone also occurs in
the fer northwestern and southeastern cormers, and in & comperatively narrow
strip on the north side of the Campbell Beache

Second of the soil types is lacustrine (lake) oclay deposited
by Lake Agmssise This is the soil which made the heart of the Bed River
Valley famous as & grain-producing areae It is extremely rich, almost [ree
of stone, and light enough to be easily worked. The lacustrine deposit
ocours over a broad regiom flanking either side of the Roseau River through=
out the central and lower portions of its course. The distribution of the
exposed areas, indicates that large portions of lacustrine soil lie below
the peat found in the townships of Spruce, Spruce Valley, Dieter, Fholits,
and in Town 163 North, Renge 40 Vest, and Town 163 North, Hange 43 Weste.
These areas are rapidly being burned off and put to agricultural uses.
About 35 percent of the county's land area is of exposed lacustrine claye.

lecustrine sand predominates in the southeastern corner of
the county and also in the townships of Huss, Barnett, and Poplar Grove.
Where this deposit is loamy, as in these townships and in portions of the
southeast corner, excellent crops are raised. Sandy loam, besides being
fertile, is of a fine texture easily worked into a cover to provide

protection against drought, whereas heavier solls crack open and dry oute
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Most of Rosemu County's unarable sandy land is now included in the Deltram

island Forest (see Conservation).

Since 1930 approximately 211 square miles, or 136,000 acres

of peat land have been burned over and most of this is now under oultivation.

(See Drainage.) Crops on burntover lands have ylelded heavily. Oats have

produced 80 bushels to the amcre, barley, 40 bushels; sweet clover from 12 to
14 bushels, and potatoes, more than 2650 bushels to the acre.

Although erities of the peat-burning practice prophecied that
during heavy raing these reclaimed areas would be inundated, this has not
been the case.

RAINAGE About 1910 a hasty and, in many instances, ill-advised program
of drainege by ditehing of swamp lands was insugurated in several northern
¥innesote counties of which Roseau was one. The agencies backing this project
were for the most part nomresident, and were not responsible to the counties
in which they operated. The result in Rosesu County was the dredging of
Roseau Leke and a number of large swamps unsuited for agricultural purposess
Between the conclusion of the program and 1928, only a small portion surround-
ing the dredged swmmp land was ever utilized, Although the inner acres benefited
hardly &t all from the network of ditches, they were so highly-taxed that they
were in large measure abandoneds It is from this area in northwestern limmesota

that Beltrami Island Forest (see Conservation), was established to relieve

those counties in which it lies, of interest and principal on bonds, as well
as of the delinguent tax burden.

During the present c¢ycle of comparstively dry years, however,
with thousands of acres of peat land burned off and cultiwated, the dralimmge
program has begun to bring in returns.

Except for occasional topographical pockets, the upper Roseau

end Warroad River basins have exeellent natural drainape. Throughout its
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western course, the Roseau Valley is very flat, and although mo overflow
has occurred since 1927 and no serious flood since 1919, this area may be
regarded as subject to imundation. The upper course of the stream has been
dredged and can carry a normel flow of water. In southwestorn Roseau County
there is no water-course of consequence, the area is relatively high, with
a gradual slope to the nmorth and west, and it is immndated only in times of
abnormally heavy rainfalls The natural drainage, and that provided by over
a thousand miles of drainage ditches, is further alded by the State~ and
county=aid road ditehes, of which 25 miles or more are added amnuallys (See

Highways and Transportations)

Veather records reveal that the gounty is not normally subject
to cloud=bursts or summer reins of long durations The last seriously heavy
midsummer rain occourred in 1819. Raln usually comes in frequent showers of
short duration, with occesional slow rains which last from eight to t‘s}'fonby
hourse To this moderate rainfall and the character of the terrain may be
attributed the fact that the county has no erosion problems

CLIMATE To many unfamiliar with higher latitudes, the words “northern

Hinnesota" bring to mind a picture of bLleak winter fields, of hurd blue dige

tances, singing telegraph poles and heavy snowse To those who live there,
these features are part of the beauty and fascination of the land.

It is true that northern linnesota winters are colde In
January and February the mercury slips dowm below the last clasp of the ther-
mometer's glass tube, and sometimes it must be admitted, stays there for a
long whilee.

Nevertheless it must be remembered that to newspapers "extreves
make news," and the general impressions created of the severity of northern
winters is by no means a fair presentation.

Extremes of 40 and 45 below have been recorded in Roseau
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County during January and February, but- the sverage temperature during these,
the coldest months, is 3 degrees below gero, and the mean minimum is only=
Be6e

The mean annual tempersture at Warroad, Roseau County, is only
2.3% lower then at Fargo, a world famed farming center, and only 7° lower than
at Mimneapolis.

Food for thought is furnished again by the fact that over a

hundred miles north of Foseau Coumty lies Wimnipeg, with whose 218,785 in=

habitants, are mainly supported by the populous agricultural regiom surround=

ing it.

Roseau County winters are rigorous, but the drymess of the
atmosphere alleviates the chill, and the heavy forest cover breaks the north-
west wind, so that there are no bligzards.

However, it is precipitation and the growing season tempere
atures that most interest the farmer. With persistant drought over the
entire north-central area of the United States, with the erstwhile "bread
basket™ of the Hation perennially parched and its topsoil blown away, the
question of rainfall is of paramount importance to persoms contemplating
farming in a new country.

In this respect Roseau County has been extremely fortunate.
Incredible as it may sound to those living in drought-stricken areas, during
the drought years 1931-36, average amnual precipitation at Warroad was approx-
imately two inches greeter than the average of the preceding years 1901-30,

The county's two official weather stations are located 22
miles apart, one at Hoseau, in the central part of the Roseau County, and
one at Warroad, in the northeastern portion. Average of the records of the
two stations give a fair picture of the county's temperature and precipite

ation.
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Average {rom begimning of records throughs

1830 1631 1932 83 1634 9oD Average 1531-36

Roseau,
Rosenu Coe 21 .64 2 16,40 j 17.26

ferroad,

26,82 & 38 20+81 b 2229

20434 23,23 16460 1077
The average length of the growing season at Rosesu is approxis
101 days, at Yarrcad 114 days. 7The longer period at Varrosd is due
he moderating influence of the lake of the Woodse The last killing frost
in the county oceurs usually in the latter part of layz the first auvtum
frost in the first or second week of Septembers This frost is usually not
severe, nor is it county-wide. Hard frosts begin around the {irst of Octobers
igricultural statistics on Roseau County show thet all orops

b -y

comnont to the northern grain states can be succéssiully raised here. The

heavy winter snows provide cover for winter wheat and rye, and insure moisture
in the spring to further the winter corops and to start the sumer eraps.
the earliest days of its settlement, the methods of agric-
in Roseau County have been those of diversified farming. ¥While the rest
of the Red Kiver Valley was a perennial ocean of waving wheat that almost en=
gulfed the small prairie towns, Roseau farmers were growing oats and rye on
the plots they had hewed out of the forest; they had introduced sheep, and at
least one among them had started a cattle ranch "for plessure and for sport.®
The wooded character of this new country probably explains the Rosesu farwers'
choloe, and saved them from having to learn the sdvantages of diversification,
from bitter experience, as did the prairie farmer.
Early cerop diversification i1s not the county's only agricultural

distinetion. In certain of its crops 1t stands preeminent in the lower Red

Blver Valley, and even in the entire State.




Parming in Roseau County

GRASSES AND Roseau, has long been sdvertised as the "County of Clovers.”
EGUKES

i The fertile, lime-rich, glacial till of this margin of the
Red River Valley, produces extravagant quantities of sweet clover, alsike,
and red clover. In Roseau County clover is a weed, it sods the ditches and
grows high on the shoulders of the road, it rums off its own premises and
invedes neighboring fields, and sometimes becores a nuisancee

But sweet clover is the county's prinecipal money crope In
the production of clover seed, Roseau County ranks first in ¥imnesota and
is in fact one of the important primary sweet clover markets in the emtire
United States. In 1935 (last figures available), 17,089 acres were harvested
for seed. This total exceeded that of any other county in the State by
5,000 acres, and represented slmost one~-fourth of the State's entire clover
seed cut. In the previous yesr, Roseau farmers threshed 10,240 acres of
sweet clover, one-fifth of Mimmesota's entire sweet clover seed harvest.
In 1933 Roseau County was again first among the counties with 7,014 acrese

The western part of the county is especially adapted for sweetl
clovers the eastern part, for red elover and alsike« Since grecter profiis
acerue from the former, & relatively small acreage is devoted to clover and
alsike for seed, but their total in 1934, was 587 acres, giving the county
the rank of third in the State.

Alfalfa grows abundantly throughout the emtire county. Its

rise here to importance as a seed and hay crop has been rapide 1In 1931 wvery

little was raised=-the county stooed 64th in the State on the basis of acreage.
In 1933 Roseau had jumped to 4lst place among Minnesota counties and in 1936
to eleventh place with 15,365 acres, overtaking 53 counties in four years.

Of this amount, 1,506 mcres were cut for seed--an alfalfa seed acreage ex-
ceeded only by one county. As much as S00 pounds of alfalfa seed per acre

have been reported by Roseau County farmers.
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The productic

county's diversified agriculture.
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The flax crop of 1934 showed an incresse of almost four
In 1532 the average yield was 11 bushels

acre whieh topped by three bushels the next best yleld iu the northwest

Countles, and was exccaded in

In 1633 Roseau again topped

the northwest distriet with an average of 8 bushels per more, with only 17

eounties surpassing it in

Oats also grow well
yield was over

52 bushels. In 1932 the

northwest district by five bushels.

.: A -L“

County farmer locks for a good profit.

to the acre, in 1832, 23 bushels.

other ten counties

of the northwest distriot; in 19832, by S

production,

in Roseau County. In 1954 the average

25 bushels per asore, in 1933 it was 30 bushels, and in 18532,

yield exceedod the next best average yleld in the

Jarley is another current money erop to which the Roseau

In 1933 barley yielded 20 bushels
In both years the yield exceeded the

bushels per




Farming in Roseau County

acres The 1934 yield, on which no comparisons have been computed, was

150,642 bushels from 9,070 aeres, an average yield of approximately
bushelse.
T Wheat production is relatively unimportant in Nosesu County,

7 -

elthough wheat 1s reised with more than moderate suocesse In 1933, 3,600
bushels of durum wheat and 76,000 bushels of other spring wheuat were produced.
The production of 0,260 bushels of rye in 1934 was treble the
county's yleld for the year befores The average runs between 12 and 15 bushels,
but occasionally more than 0 bushels to the acre are harvested,
Though not a corn country, the raising of corn, principally
for fodder, is rapidly becoming a part of the lurme vearly program. As

1

good average corn ylelds are produced here as anywhere in the northwest
corner of the States Corn-stalls heve reached a height of 11 fee
proves that Iowa isn't the only tall acra countryl

The raleing of potatoes; partiouvlarly for certif

of stesdlily mounting importance. JParmers have reported
O bushels per acre.

The morthwest distrioct of Mimnnesote includes Cluoy, Norman, and
Polk Counties, long femous as “epud country,” tut in this distriet it is
actually Roseau County which for years past--since il started to produce potatoes

on & large scale=~hns beon pre-eminesnt in its polato yieldse

In recent years Roseau has been the most consistent top rank

sheop~producing county in the Jtates In 1832 it ranked first in Minnesota with

48,000 head of sheep and lambs, In 1933 with 46,000 head it apain ranked first
in 1934 with 46,000 head. In 10356, Rosesu County dropped to second
with 39,061s GShropshires are raised almost exclusivelys. Farmers have found

sheop raising highly profitable Loth on a large end small soale, for it fits

excellently with the scheme of diversified farminge




Farming in Roseau County 10.

DATRYING The luxuriant growth of grasses and legumes, such as timothy,
alfalfa and clover, makes Roseau County nafurally a dairying country.

recent years the rapid development of deirying has been accelerated by more

modern dairy barns, a larger acreage of legume hays, and better bred stock.

The pringipal breeds in the csounty are Holstein, CGuernsey, Jersey and Shorte
horoe

There are seven creameries in the county, at Stratheonma, Green=
bush, Badger, Roseau, loss, Warmasika, and Warroade All of these are socpere
atives, while four are members of the land 0" Lakes Creameries organization.
Buttermilk dryers are operated in the Roseau and Varroad creameries. The
Roseau oreamery has a pastuerization plant.

In 1935 approximately §566,300 was puid out to Reseau County
farmers for butterfnt from which was menufectured 1,867,602 pounds of butter.
In the same year 142,500 pounds of dried buttermilk for poultry feed was prod=
uced in the creameries at Roseau and Warroads

of all the sources of Roseau County farm income for 1036, in=

come {rom livestock products ranked highest at 3846 percent.
P &

SLAUGHTER The raising of livestock for slaughter is also of considerable
WIMALS

importances Iin 1935 the income from livestock products was
16+2 percent of the total farm inoomes
POULTRY The poultry industry here is relatively unimportant except for

an occasional splurge of turkey raisinge Chickens are chlefly ralsed for home

and local meat and egy consumption.

HIGHEAYS AND TRANSPORTATION
Roseau is served by the (reat Northern end Canadian National
Railways. The Great Northern road (Crookston-iarroad branch) enters the
county from the south at the village of Strathoona and serves southwestern,

central, and northeastern Roseau Countye The shipping points are Strathoona,
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Greenbush, Badger, Fox, Boseau, Salol, and Warrocad. The Canadian National
which comnects with the Great Northerm at Warroad, provides eastern Roseau
County with transportation faeilities through this shipping point and those
of Swift and Roosevelt,

The majority of the farmers bring their marketable livestock
to the larger shipping points where it is held until a sufficient number
wvarrant running & livestock train directly to South St. Paul. These trains
leave at quite regular intervals during the shipping seasons. €rains are
shipped in the same manner to storage places at Duluth, Grand Forks, and
Minneapolis. Small produce is usually marketed at the nearest villege.
There are three potato—- and produce-shipping associations and four livestock=

shipping associations in the county. (See Cooperatives,) Livestock shipping

is carried on both by rail and truck.

Roseau County has over 2,435 miles of road which ineclude 107
miles of trunk highways, 142.5 miles of State-aid roads, 293.5 miles of county=-
aid roads, while approximately 1,840 miles are township roads.

The trunk highways, State 11, 32 and 89, traverse the cemtral
and southern Roseau area and link the most important villapges. Stete 11 runs
west to North Dakota, end east to International) Falls; State 32 links the
county with important towms to the south, and State 89 provides direct commun=
jcation with Bemidji and the Paul Bumysn resort regiom. ¥From the county three

routes run to Wimnipeg and the Cenadian North; State=aid road "B" (see Villages,

Fox), county-aid road 40 north from Warroad, and State 89 which runs north from

Roseau.

During the period 1830-35, the county spent $262,490 on county=
aid roads, and $56,859 on State-aid roads. Both types are built on a pey-as
you=go basis. Elighty-three percent of the State-aid roads and 857 of the

county-ald roads are gravel-surfaced. The loecal surfacing progrem has been
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reletively inexpensive due to the larger number of gravel depo
As Roseau county road ditches are always

&

ditches also, the lands abutting a State or county-aid road gain not only
transportation benefits, but drainage benefits as well. State-ald rcads
have 24 foot surfaces, county-sid roads, 20 foot surfaces. Both have 8~{oot

bottom ditel About 25 miles of county roads are beinz built annuallyes

ﬂ ~ 1 .
The county has & 6 ton, and two 45 ton snow trucks equipped

V" and wing plows and all county roads are kept open by them through=
AND OTHER FARMERS® ORGANIZATIONS

There are several flourishing farmers' organization in Roseau
Countye.

The oldest of thesé is the Farmers® Cooperative Elevator Company
of Roseau, which has operated successi. lly since 18 The company is made up
of approximately 260 patrons who hold the 273 shares of common capital stock.
Par value of the stock is §25. In 1936 the cooperative paid $6,087 in patron=-
age dividends, and 8 percent interest on shares. This, the only cooperative
elevator company in the county, owns buildings and equipment valued at §20,129.
The elevator is capable of handling 150,000 bushels daily.

There are seven cooperative creemeries in this county, located

Greenbush, Strathcona, Roseau, Dadger, Ross, Wamnaske, and Warroad. Five
these are members of the Land 0" Lakes Creameries, Incorporated.

The Farmers® Union 0il Company has operated here since the
spring of 1934, The company now has eleven service stations within the area

supplied by the distributing

points at Roseau and

has approximstely 200 paid=-up stockhc

Three stores, an insurance company, 2 potato~ and produce-

shipping associations, 4 livestock=shipping associations, and 12 telephone
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VILLAGES , HANLEYS AND INLAND POST OFFICES

There are six incorporated villages in Roseau Countys seven uninsorpors
ated hamlets, and six inland post offices, most of which are operated in ocon=
Junction with country storese.

The development of good roads which began about 1916 has had a strong
influence in centralizing population at & few relatively large trading points,
with a corresponding deeline in the mumber of county stores and inland post
offices.

Although the 1930 ecensus indicates otherwise, Roseau is now the largest
village in the sounty, with VWarroad, on the Lake of the Woods, second in size
and importance. Ureenbush, Badger, Roosevelt, and Strathcona follow in order
of population, and oomplete the list of incorporated villages.

The villages will be treated, not alphabetically, but as consecutive towns
on the main chain of highways throuzh the county. By beginning at Roosevelt
at the eastern end, and proceeding west and south on State 11 and State 52 to
Stratheons, in the southern portion of the county, this gazateer may also be
used as a tourist guides

For easy reference to any one of the villages, the following index may

be used:

Yillage Pope Prine Highways Railroads

Fox State 11 Ce HNe
Greenbush State 11 and Ge N
Pinecreek SedeRs "B"

Roosevelt State 11 Cea N
Roseau State 1l and B Ge
Ross Ss 4+ Re "B"

Salol State 11 Ge ]
Strathecona State 32 Ge
Viarroad State 11 Ge




At 57 m. is the

VILLAGE OF GREENBUSH

Railroed Stations: Great Northern

Traffic Regulations: Angle parkinge. Observe stop signs at intersection

of streets with State 32, an arterial highwaye

Accommodations: One modern hotel, limited facilities, The mmicipal toure

igt camp is situated at the edge of a grove three blocks north on lMaiw
Street from the junetiom of State 1ll. There is & cook shack, a stove, and
& well on the premises.

Tourist Informetion Service: Inquire at Charles Hotel.

Theaters end Motion Picture Houses: One. Athleties: Independent

baseball and basketball in season.




VILLAGE OF

GREENBUSH (1,071 alt.; 587 pope) is & trade center which serves
a widespread agrarian population of mixed nationalities, of which Polish,
Bohemian, end Seandinavien predominate, Situated in the midst of a region

noted for the lime content of its soil, this village is en important

privary sweet clover seed markete (Sec Agriculture.) From 20 to 30 eare

loeds of seed are shipped from Greembush amnuelly. Dairying is also an
jmportant oecupation in this seection. The farmers' co-operative ereamery
in Greenbush memufactures approximately 375,000 pounds of butter each years
A modern, welleequipped hospital under the direction of an able
physicien serves the cormunity. Greembush has & municipally owned water
systeme Electric power is supplied by & high line, The local paper is the

Greenbush Tribume published wvery Thursday by E. E. Umplebys

Perhaps the finest building in the village is the Greembush Cone
solidated Schoole The school was erected in 1920 at a total cost of
approximately $75,000. With a course of study based on the 6-6 plan, the
sehool furnishes instruction to an eversge enrollment of more than 200
students, approximstely 50 percent of whom are nomresidents I% has welle
equipped departments in home ecomomics and industriesl artss The building
provides living quarters for the superintendent, end dormitory eccamnodations
for a limited number of nomresident girlss The auditorium is equipped with
en smplifying systems The school maintains a skating rink, open to the
publie &t & nominel cest. The public also has ascess to the school library
of some two thousand volumes. Among the sponsored extrecurricular activities
are music, declamation, Boy end Girl Scouts.

The history of Greembush began in 1904 when the Great Northern
Railroad from Crookston was extended to the gravel ridges Immediately a

village sprang up at this point as old Groeembush, 2 miles east and Pslan,




Greenbush

> settlement 10 mi
bush grow repidly and by the

los to the southwest, were sbandeoneds

end of the first yeer had a population pere
mitting its incorporation as a willage.

The townsite was purchased fram
Ole O. Herrcim, ono of the commmily's earliest settlers, whose name is

perpetuated by the Towmship im which the village is located,

Present-day Greenbush bears the name

of the abandoned Y0ld Toun"
to the east,

ich grew up around a camping place, land-marked by a eeppice

The pioneer historian, Jetob Ne

lson, refers thus to the

TR\
LR TR LG

evening we camped by the side of the ridge in a heavy

Indisns as Ska~Och-Way, meaning spruce, or green
rove was derived the neame of the villeges
lays the flat lands on either side of the i
dreinege, were largely covered with weters. Behind the besch (south) lay
a floating impossible o cross.

r bog, almost

TPoday the territory around
Grecmbush is built into meny fine farmsteads

sy

?..J.“ilc ‘J’B) il’: nao

and even
anRaer

&

some of the erste

Grocns



At 34 n. is the

VILLAGE OF ROSEAD

Bailroad Stations: OCreat Northern Rs Re, south end of Viola Aves

Traffic Regulations: No U turn at intersection of Viola Avenue and Pearl
3??355:-7é%ﬂirﬁa?fing. gtop at intersection of streets with State 11, en
arterial highwaye The Mimnesota Highway Patrel for this district headquarters
at Roseauy traffic laws are rigidly enforced.

Accommodationss Three modern hotels, limited facilities. The municipal
tourist camp 18 at present located on the west bank of the Roseeu Hiver ade
jacent to State 1l. If caming from the east, turn right after crossing the
bridges %The camp is equipped with grills, tables, drinking water, electric
lights, and other conveniences. Roseau's new l4-acre park which lies along
the river south of town has mow boen developed for the use of camperss

Tourist Information Services Inguire at the Encore Cafe, the Gray Imn, the

Rosean Printing'ﬁzhpany. all on Viola Avenue, or the County Highway Departe
ment, County Court House, on Viest Pearl Street.

Motion Pioture lousess Ones Athletics; States~Dominion Nockey League games

at the Nemorial lce Kink from Decenber through Marche Independent basketball,
baseball, and kittenball in seasons

Swimmings MNunicipal pool in south park., Temniss Two treated courts in south
parke Uolf; O9=hole course in south park. No lees.




ROSEAU

ROSEAU (1,048 alt., 1,028 pop.) is pronounced Rose-o, with equal
accent on both syllables. The name is that of the river, translated from
the Indian by La Verendrye, and is the Fremch word for rush or reed.

In the early days of the Roseau Valley settlement (betweem 1885-1890)
two men, unrelated in point of time or blood, found the same spot on the
Roseau River to their liking. The first had a utilitarian eye. His name
was Frank Pelcher and he chose this place because here he could most read-
ily ford the river with a load of whiskey-~which Canadian officials valued
at §12,000 when they subsequently seized it.

The second man had the eye of an artist. His name was Seward Wood,
and he came to Pelcher's Crossing and built a cabin there because the river
was broad and beautiful, overhung with massive elms and basswoods, and the
hizgh banks were rank with pea vine and tall gress, so he kuew that the soil
was rich.

Soon others followed and built cabins under the tall elms and locust
trees. A store was built nearby, and Jadis post office, the forerumner of

the villape of Roseau, was established.

Twenty~four thousand dollars worth of conerete in the form of a dam

and disposal plant now crosses the river where once it was crossed by

$12,000 worth of whiskey. The dam, completed in 1835, restored the dwind=-
ling river to & level even higher than thut of Pelcher's day. There was a
time when the river ran with a trickle, and a creamery emptied buttermilk

into the crossing spanned by a mere footbridge. A new modern creamery now
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stands near the genter of the town; it inecludes a buttermilk dryer and &

pasteurization plant. This and the flour mill are the principal industries

of this non~industrial town. Important also is the Areast shop which holds

patents on and msnufactures machinable rods for welding cast iron, which are
shipped to all parts of the worlde

Roseau's municipal power plant generates cheap power at a profit large
enough to finance manmy publie improvements such as the village's share of
its fine, new commumity hall, & WPA project. Water, for house supply and
fire protection is also supplied the plant; two artesian wells can supply
12,000 gallons per minute, & flow adequate for the emergency of a fire of
large proportions. The towm's system of water mains and hydrants, and its
chenical wagons have long made serious fires a rare OCCurrences

Situsted at the junction of Stats 11 and State 89, Roseau has access
by good roads to the urban centers of the east, south and west. A surfaced
road also runs morth to the Msnitoba line, where it comnects with the Dom=
{nion road to South Junction. Lying just 10 miles south of the border,
Roseau enjoys a large trade from Canadae

The Great Northern Railroad provides rail faecilities, and truek lines
to Duluth and the Twin Cities operate through the town. Roseau imports
cement, gas, autos, farm implements, and fruits it exports agricultural
and forest products. A partial list of rall exports in 1934 includes BB
cars butter, 205 cars grain, 218 cars hay, 22 cars potatoes, 61 curs sheep,
25 cars cattle, 28 ears pulp, 126 cars straw,

The educational needs of the town are well met. The Eoseau high school,
which is taught by a staff of 18 teachers, operates on a 6-6 plan, and gives
practically all the benefits of a junior-senior high school. Besides the
regular academic subjects taught by most schools in Kinnesota, Roseau offers

special courses in music, art, and comrercial worke The extracurricular
8 ? 3
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activities include basketball, hogkey, track, declamation, wocal music,
band, and girl scouts.

The enrollment is steadily inereasing. In 1936-37 enrollment was 475,
of which sbout 25 percent were students fram the rurel districts within a

radius of twenty mlles.

The surgical needs of the town are now taken care of in a new $40,000

hospital, built in 1536, Thers are four physician-surgeons practicing in
Roseaus

Roseau has also given carefu]l regard to its epiritual education.
Though not necessarily evidence of godliness on the part of its people,
there are seven churches in the village.

In fine, Roseau is a quiet, somewhat picturesque rural village which
flourishes as a trade center. Village life is eclosely knit and little
marred by factional disputese There was & time when the village was com-
posed of clans, but their members have intermingled. In Roseau today one
can scarcely speak of a neighbor without speaking of a relative.

SIDE TOUR:s At Roseau turn left on State 89 4} miles, then
left 3 miles on county roud “"K® to the hamlet of
MALUEG, spread out along the winding east branch
of the Roseau Rivers
KALURG
From county road K the little village is identified by a large,
modern comsunity hall built of brick, surrounded by a 206-mere parke The
Maluny store and post office, the church, the town hall, and a mmber of
residences lie on the south side of the river.

This community was settled by immigrants from Dalarne, Sweden, a

territory which extends from the Norwegian frontier to within 25 miles of

the Baltice Out of Malung developed the Dalfolket Forening, an annual
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reunion of the people from Dmlarne. This reunion is now an important
annusl oceasion held in various cities. throughout the countrye.

The founders of the Malunp community came in 1888 and built homes on
land which seemed fertile and well drained« The excellence of their judg~-
ment is evidenced by the faet that the appraised value of land in Malung
Township is the highest in the countys

The township wes surveyed in 1891, and named by the founders after

their home city in the 01@ Country. Malumg post office was established in

1895
Malung people, stronmgly influenced by the success of cooperatives in
Sweden, are enthusiastic and active workers for cooperative enterprises in
Roseau Countye
Returning on county road "K" turn left and proceed
gouth on Stete 89, 9% miles to WANNASKA, & small
rural hamlet situated on the elm=clothed banks of
the south branch of the Roseau Rivers ™Hannaska"
is from the Chippewa, the mellow syllabled name of
a warrior whose romance with a maid of the Dakotahs
furnishes a beautiful tale of the Roseau Valley.
WANNASKA
Some years ago Wannaska had three stores, a bank, a restaurant, a
hotel, a blacksmith shop, garage, a hundred-barrel flour mill which ran
day and nighte Today its big industry is the Co-operative Creamery which
manufectures approximately 237,000 peunds of butter annually from butter
fat received from 216 patrons. Wannaska's one store does between $35,000
and §45,000 worth of business yearlys
The principal erops are grass seed, barley, wheat and ocats. Oats in

the district have run as high as 60 bushels to the acre (see AGRICULTURE) «
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The first settlers of the Vamnaska camunity errived and pre-empitd

¢laims in 1894, A post office was established in 1886 by John Spencer,
who, as part of his contract, carried the mail on his back over the Indian
trails from Roseau twice each weeks The original log post office still

stands in the village of Viannaska.
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At 37 may the higlway eclimbs astraddle a high gravel ridge.  This

ridge is the Campbell Seach of glecial Lake Agassiz, and stretches across

the entire breadth of Roseau County. (See PHYSICAL FEATURES.)
40 ‘ ; 4
At 3 me, i8 a filling station and a residence; all that remains of

the former Fox post offices Fox was named by its first citizen, T. S,
Homeland, who, according to tradition, observed that as long &s there was
a Badger village and a Skunk Creek, he might as well call his place Fox and
make & menagerie of the ridge.

Platted in 1908 by Nils K. White, fox never attained suffieient popul~-
ation to be incorporated as a villages The hamlet saw ite best years during
1817 and 1618, at which time four stores served a considerablc trade area
and an elevator and a lumber yard did & brisk business: Its decline began
almost at the same time with the improvement of the trunk highway and the
inerease of motor traffic.

Fox, however, is still important ms being at the junction of State 1l

with county road "B", the southerm terminus of a direct route to Winnipeg.
This road is gravel surfaced to the boundary.  North from the internsiional
line the Canadian roads oross a sandy Lill country through a pieturesque

hinterland to Wimnipeg, a distance of 105 miles. Although the Dominion roads

are not improved, they are passable at most times during the sumuer.
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SIDE TOURs - At Fox tumm right on county road "B" 55 miles.

ROSS

ROSS, & small hamlet in Dieter Township situated om the Roseau Rivers
It comprises two stores, a school, several realdences, and ereamery which
panufactures approximately 112,000 pounds of butter amaually.

The name Ross was intended as a tribute to Rose Dieter, daughter of
an early settler, but Ross was as close as the Scandinavian tongue could
approach the given name. The region around this hamlet was settled echiefly
by immigrants from the walley reégion of Halling in Horway.

s then & mile north of Ross, on the Jesse Nelson farm (right after

orossing the river) is the gite of an old Indisn willage, whore in days

past was seen the Ghost of the Roseau Lake. (See HISTORY of the

vV ;L\i_-’f'." . )

At 115 me, PINECREEK; one of the oldest communities in Roseaun

County, founded in 1888 by five settlers whose names are to be read on a

nonument one mile east and & guarter mile south of the hamlet, the

first pitehed camp on the soil of thelir choice.
office was established in 1696 on the Isns Hauren places In

1904 one of the original settlers, ¥rs Arne Kunutson, established a store
one mile south at the oruss roads. 1ln the fall of the same year the
of fice was transferred to the Knutson store, and subsequenily a hamlel grew
up at this points Today its prineipal buildings are the old Knutson mer-
cantile, the post ofiice and the custome and Immigration quarters.

Hére, & short distance south of the ecross roads, is the second church
to be srected in Roseau County. The bullding is well preserved and is still
used {or various church and community affairs. Though it has undergone some
remodeling and repairs, the original logs constitute its walls. These logs

were cut during the winter of 1880~91 when, at the threat of an Indian up~-
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rising (see EISTORY OF THE ROSHAU VALLEY), the Pinecresk settlers contem=

plated building a fort. The scare was without foumndation, and the logs
were used for a house of worship. The church was completed in 1868. Upon
the outer wall a bronze plague placed by the Roseau County Historieal
Society commemorates the fortieth anniversary of its founding.

The present Norwegian Lutheran Church and the Pinecoreek school are
situated on the highway, one mile to the west.

Of great wvalue are the many artesian wells which have been drilled in
the glacial lake bottom sround Plnecreek, Ross, and IDuxbyes These wells
produce an abundant supply of water, characterized by a taste of iron.

Before the advent of drainage these flowing wells were sometimes a
matter of considerable aggravation to the early settlers. One well, drilled
a short distance west of Pinecreel, flooded an entire section, making & mire
of the roads and resisting the frantioc attempts to plug it up.

The soil around Pinecreek varies from a sandy to a clay loam. Fine
hay clover, timothy and alfalfa are the most important crops. Orass seed

is the prinecipal export, and dairying flourishes.
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ROSEAU COUNTY

HIGHWAY . TOUR

Approaching from the east, the tourist enters Roseau County after

crossing the Canadian National Railway tracks and enters the

VILLAGE OF ROOSEVELT

Rallroad Stations: Canadian Nationmal, south of the highway, and near

the center of the towme

Traffic Regulations: Parallel parking on morth side of lain St. onlys

Accommodations: One hotel, not moderne

Tourist Information Services Orill's Garages

ROOSEVELY (278 pops), named after the femous "Teddy", stretches out for
nearly three guarters of a mile along the railwuy which gave it birthe The
uncommon nmumber of amply built frame houses in this small village indicates
that 1t began its existence es & lumber towne From 1502 to 1818, the presence
of several saw mills in the vicinity kept the town a lively and bolsterous
places There are no mills in Roosevelt today, though one operates in the
timber country some miles to the southe

The village hes a school which provides a standard curriculum through
the tenth grade. Children wishing to camplete the high schoo)l course are
gent to Warrond. The village has a number of mercantile establisiments, a
garage, a hotel, and & commmity halle. The municipality provides for winter
recreation by maintaining a skating rinke

There are four churches, Congregatiomal, Catholic, Norwegian Lutheran,
and @ Church of Gods

From Roosevelt State 11 parallels the Canndian National Railroud, pass=
ing through the hamlet of SWIFT &t 7 me AT one time heavy shipments of timber
were made from this point. Swift may well allude to the rapldity of its rise
and the suddeness of its declines

At 13 m. is the
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Approximately 2 miles beyond Warroad the highway crosses a jaeck pine
ridge which was formed as a sand bar of lake Agassiz. At the crest of the
hill, on the shoulder of the road, stands a tall Norway pine, the only one
of its species in the vicinity., Known as the Lone Pine, it has beea a land~
mark since the "Winter Road"™ between Roseau and Warroad was established. Re-
cently, when the highway was realized, strong publiec protest caused the State
highway department to abandon its plan of chopping down the tree. Instead
the road was bullt around it.

At 25 m. is the

VILLAGE OF SALCL

Population 753 Transportation, Great Northern Railroads

Only & short time ago Salol was & booming lumber town; today a few
bleached and settling piles of sawdust are reminders of the heyday when
lumberjacks filled both of Salol's hotels to overflowing.

The {irst white men to enter this district (about 1906) ceme for the
coniferous timber which cross~hatched its horizons. Men on foot slogged through
miles of mud and muskeg to reach the dryer clay islands where they could set up
a grindstone to sharpen their axes; others came in by boets The first road in=-
to Salol was a 3-mile stretch of corduroy which in the spring rose with the
water and forced the pack-burdened lumberjack to practice logbirling willy-

nilly. It is told at Salol, that just before dredging began in the Algoma

Swanp, coal was hauled in during the winter and deposited at strategiec points

along the lines where the dredges were to comes Bubl when spring arrived and
the ice thawed about 60 tons quietly slipped out of sight into the boggy ground.
The name Salol is another reminder of the roughhouse days of the timber~
jacke  According to tradition, three "peavey-pushers™ were sent to Roseau to
confer with the best brains in thet village regarding a name suitable for the

future metropolis of northern Mimnesota. The delegation had no sooner reached
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the ocounty seat, than it fell in with gay company. ¥When at last the town
came into clearer focus it was night, home was miles of weary slogging
distant, end their mission was still unsccomplished. The prospect of greete
ing a nameless and unfriendly town with the dawn palnfully bestirred the
minds of the lumberjacks. Out of the fog came inspiration. One of the trio
remembered that in cases of indecision the drawing of nemes was often re-
sorted to. Resolutely the three marched into the HZoseau drugstore, and to
the drawer marked "Labels." One pulled the drawer open, a calloused paw
résched in and drew & slips ' The lebel bore the legend SALOL.

Triumphantly the three lumberjacks returned homes They told the people

that "Salol"™ was a latin word meaning queen of the forest.

Salol now serves a thriving farming cormunitys. Agriculture has come
rapidly into importance in this seections The clay loam islands morth of the
hamlet, and the highlands to the south in Enstrom and Felun Townships con=
stitute some of the finest farming land in the county. The soil, with its
high lime content, is particularly well adapted for raising clover and alfalfa.
¥uch of the former surrounding swampland has been bYurned of'f, and the plow has
converted yesterday's "keg" into today's fields of oats and barley. In add=
ition to grass seed crops, dairylng end sheep raising are important occupations.

Salol has two general stores, a two-room schoolhouse whieh is open for an
8=month term, and two churchess A recreational] perlor, & grain elevator, a
produce market, are among the enterprises which should succeed in this town.
Nine miles from Roseau and 12 miles from Warroad, Salol is situated in a trade
area of its own.

Recently Salol people have made swimming their principsl summer recreation.
This is due to the fact that a gravel pit one-half mile south and one and one-
half miles east of the village suddenly filled up with spring water. DBecause

of the gravel bottom, the water seeps out as it flows in, maintaining a fresh
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supply throughout the summer months.

The woods and swamps in the vicinity of the town afford one of the

best spots for deer hunting in Hoseau County,.
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VILLAGE OF WARROAD

Eailroad Stations: Great lorthern Re Hej Canadian Netional He Re, both on

north side of villages

Iraffic Hegulations: Angle parkinge Stop at intersection of streets with

dtate 11, sn arterial highwayes

Accommodationss Two modern hotelss Tourist camp at north end of lake Htre

facing Lake of the Voodss This camp hes e flowing well, electric lights,
grills, and other necessary tonvenlences.

Tourist Information Service: liotel Warroad, Varrond Pioneer.

Hotion Plicture lousess Unes

Athleties; Independent basketball and baseball in sessons. VWater sports.

Swimmings Muniecipal pool mear tourist parks Golfs: O=hole eourse. Ho

fecse
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RARROAD (1,066 lte; 1,104 pobe), Situated on Farrcad Siver and luskeg
» s Ls FOle )y &

bay, is the only Ameriosn port on the lLake of the "oodss (See The lLake of

the Uoods Country.) UNoats meke rogular, scheduled trips from this town to

‘merican Point, Oak and Flag Island; ehd tc Kenora, Ontarics 4 six-paseenger
emphibian plane is aveilable for chartered trips or short excursions.  Dure-
ing the winter, mail and psssengers are carried bleweckly bLy plane to Cak
Island end the lNorthwest Angle.

When the Chippews held thie region, the rice flelds of the lake of the

Voods were & bone of contention between thew and the Sicux, who invaded the

territory by way of the Red and leosesu River wator route which onded at the

mouth of the Warroads This was the old war roed, from which the village de-
rive¢ its name.

Jeen-Baptiste la Verendrye auspended the Warrcad Mver in 1834, and just
9C years later the Americen Fur Company operated a fur post somewheére near
the spol now marked by & stene and inseription in the villsge tourist parke

vhen the first settlers casme to this region about 1805, Jeke Loekland
was operating & trading post near the indian village on the north side of the

arread Fiver, near the bay. lere, around the naturel harber formed by the
river, the village of Varroad grew ups

Garroad's harbor has boen developed and is viow controlled Ly the Governw
mente A part of the development was the oreation of en island within the
harbor, on which was bullt e large mearine mschinery waretiouses The suction

dredge which built the lsland is now used for the maintenance of tho harbor
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and the chammele The Govermment has conplete charge of the harbor lighting
and the pleoing of buoye, and intends to extend this service to other parts
of the lakee

Due to ite loeation, “arroad is important for its fisheries, whiech ship
approximately a million and & guerter pounds of fich to eastern markets
annuallys The prineipal commerciel varities are pike, plckerel, sugar,
rodfin, bullheaed, trout, whitefish, carp end some muskellunge,

The availability of rough fish et low cost has stimulated the pgrowth of
the fur farming industry in this aress One and a half million dollars is
now invested in fur breeding aleong the American side of the Lake of the Voods,
mink and fox being the prineipal animels reised,

A §15,000 cooperative fislmeal fectory, construeted in conjunction with
the SEHA and the State Department of Conservation, is located in Varroad.
Here twe species of fish, the burbot sand tullibee, are converted into stock
Toode

Another of Warroad's industries is the feldspar mille A%t this plant
spar from lanitoba end from the guarry on the Northwest ingle is ground %o
powder snd shipped out by reil, mostly to cersmie plante where it 1s used

in making enemel ware and porcelains Feldspar is also a prime ingredient

in chinsware and tile glege, and is used to some extent in scap meking and

in rolishing materiesls, Approximately 40 earlosds of feldspar are shipped

out of {this village arnuallyes

The cooperetive oreamery has hag an average ammual production of 456,450
pounds of butter for the prnet five yeerse. The plant elso manufactures dried
buttermilk,.

tarroad serves ap the principal treding center end shipping point for
& large volume of produce from eastern Roseau Countys Assuming considerable

importance in recent years is the eertified seed potato crop raised around




Village of Warroad

iarroads Shipper's estimates of carloadings out of Warread in 1838 give
ures on farm and forest products:
100 ears livestock 10 cars gress sood

150 " geed potatoes 100 " timothy and alfalfa
7% " rrain 80 " timber products.

A locally-owvned water and light plant, equipped with four Diesel engines
generates 640 horsepower with an 80<kilowatt peak. Fire protection of the
village is iInsured by hydrants throughout the business section, and by a port-
able Boyer pump which uses water from the Varroad Rivere Many blocks of

sowers provide the major portion of the residences with sanitary conveniences.

Werroad has a modern hospital, and & State bank with e capital and sure

plus of {28,000, The loeal paper is the Pioneer, a weekly, published by Zarl

Chapine The local schcol has an average enrollment of 400 pupils, for whom
it employs 14 teachorss Cix teaciers handle the firet six grades, eight
teach the junior and senlor high schoole Jesides the regular work prescribed
by tho State Department of Educatlon, uz-‘c:uo:'&,ru and band instruction is
offered, and voeal training is provideds In recent vears Varrond high school
singers have beon awerded honors at the State Musie Festival., The athletie
program of the school includes football, basketball, track, nﬁ«.‘; hockeys
teachor training department providing first year instructions is also operated
in conjunction with the high schools

Facilitlies for both summer and winter recreation are Mz;‘_le. There is a
munieipal swimming pool at the lakeside just north of the tourists' camp.
Boats end airplanes are available for either short or extensive excursions.
HWinter sports include hockey end wind sled racinge FPishing is good at the
mouth of the river and in the bay, perticularly in the spring and fall,

Bemis 1ill, 17 miles south, in the newly created Beltrumi Island Forest,

provides facilities for ski-jiumping and tobogganing, (See hecreations)

. Ssouthern gateway to the Lake of the Voods region, only now coming into
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prominence as & resort ares, ‘srroad seems destined to become increusing

important as a recreational center in the years to coue,




HISTORY OF THE ROSEAU VALLEY

Archeology

The first-inown written record which relates to the Noseau River
Valley is & memoir by Plerre de la Verendrye, who explored this and the
territory to the north and west between the years 1782 and 1740 The history
of the Roseau Valley, prior to the coming of la Verendrye, is illumined
only by the tantalising and uncertain light of 105;0!1&1, and the ocoasionsl
discovery of archeological artifacts,

The discovery of the Mimnesote laneeactually the skeleton of a 16~
yoareold girle-sstablished the antiquity of mankind in the Fed River Velley

at approximately 20,000 yearss This skeleton wes found near Pelican Rapids

in the silt of a lake which proceded glacial Lake Agmassiz,

Vhether this early type of man inhabited the territory whioh is
now Roseau County is purely a matteor of conjectures W¥e do know, however,
that another and more highly developed race lived in this region about
8,000 years agos At that time Lake Agassis had retreated to form ite fourth
shoreline, the Campbell Beache=that high gravel ridge which runs uninterrupted-
ly for fifty miles through southwestorn and east-central Roseau Countys
(See Geology,) Along this beach lived a pecple whose culture was distings
uished by the use of ivory specimens, which suggests that the marmoth mey
have been their contemporary, and probably fell a victim to thelir weapons.

One, and poseibly two artifacts of this culture bave been found in
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the vicinity of Roseaus Ome is an ivory fishespear discovered in the bed

of the Roseau River about & mile beyond its eonfluence with Mud Creeke. But
even more unusual is the curic recovered within the lindts of Roseau Village.
This is a round stone displaying incised figures within a ecircle. University
of "immesota authorities believe these fipures are prehistorie writings.

The fish spear is on display in the private collection of lire Ps U« Fryklund
of Roseoau, which can be seon at the Community Auvditorium,

Noar the westorn boundary of Roseau County, on the gravel beach
about three miles cast of Two Rivers, are three mounds which were sonapiouous
when the first settlers passed by them, and are still visible todaye These
mounds have never been investipated, but it is not unreasonable to assume
that they are tumuli of these early people who lined beside Lake Agassis.
However, there is considerable controversy regarding this point, ss it is
the site of an Indian battle, and same writers maintain that the mounds are

broagtworks thrown up at the tine of the encounter.
The Legend of the White Men

One of Rogseau County's most fascinrating lepends is associated with

this spots The tale was told by the Indian Mickinook to explain the auburn

shade of his wife's haires The story, as related in Jacob lVelson's Porty

Years in the lloseau Valley, is substantially as follows:

"When the Indians first enterod the Roseau Valley, it was covered
by water, and the sand ridge (Campbell Beach) and the Cypress ountaing
(Canadian highlands just across the boundary) were islands,

"Late onc avtun & flerce storm swept the great lake, and cast
against the shore of the sand ridre an alien boat which was hurled to pleces
by the ice and winds From the wreck 'Lhewre escaped Yo the ridge fourteen

strange people with falr skin and 1light hairesgeven wen, two wowen, and five
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childrens

"The north wind having spent its fury, died awmay, the south wind
sprang up, and a long period of warm weather ensued, during which the white
survivors prepared for winter as best they could by building three sod
wigwmms on the islands (This probably refers to the three mounds.) Ny
springy famine and glolmess had taken all but one nén and five childrens

"At this time the Indians who were living on the Cypress Vountains, ‘
saw the smoke of camp fires on the sand ridge, and went over to investigate.
There they found the wl li/‘bfa people and took them back to Cypress Mountains.
The following winter the white man dleds The ohildren grew up with the
Indiang and took Indian mates."

Miokinoek claimed that his wife was a descendant of these white
people. Aside from thistmle thore is no traditicn ameng the Chippowva as

to when thelr progenitors took poassession of this territory.
The Indiang

The Indians of today are far different Irom the type that found
the northern end of their world on the Campbell Beache The first Indlans
£

known to have cocupled the northern Red iiver Valley were the Crees, who

are mentioned by the Jesuit Fathers in their Relations as early es 1640,

These Indlans were concentrated around Lake ‘--‘innipog,_, but their domain
extended over & wide region which unguestionably included the Red River
Valleys

Related to the Crees were the Chippewa, who later also cocoupled
the Roseau Valleys PFortified by the possession of Prench arms. the Chippewa
Yook over northern Mimnesota in the elighteenth century by & war of congquest,

during which theoy drove the Sioux into southern Minnesota and the Dakotas.
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The lake of the woods and the Roseau River areas were for a long time a
borderland occupied by the Chippewa and invaded by the Slouxe The ocanoce
and ridre trails which traverse present Rosean County have been steeped in
the blood of many bitter encounterss

when the whites first settled in the loseau Velley there was &
Chippewe Indlan villapge on the north bank of the Reoseau. jver near the
point where it flowed wost out of the old Roseau Lakes The site is in
gsection 26 of Dieter Tomnship, about two miles cast of Ross. (Bee Rosss
Anot‘/hor older village was located on the southeast quarter of sootion 10
of the same township, where the waters of Pine Creek once entered Roseau

Lake., Many artifacts of prehistoric culture from the Ross Indian village

will be found on display at the Rogsean Museun. (Seo Roseaus)
Coming of the French

The coming of La Verendrye to the Lake of the Woods affords the
first certain date of & white man's presence in the Roseam: Valleys Cross=
ing the lake to its western shore in the sumer of 1732, lLa Verendrye estabe-

1ished there Fort Ste Charles. (See The Lake of the Woods Countrye.) There

18 no record that any of the party penotrated the territory west of the

lake until 1734, although 1t is probable that they dide Parly in the spring
of that year a large band of Crees and Monsonis, full of the spirit of reprisal
and with a walor doubtlessly whetted by the possession of French arms, began
preparations to invede the country of thelr enemy, the Souxe The Indians
importined L& Verenirye's eldest son, JeaneBaptiste, to accompany them us
their commander, so that he might bear witness of their prowess in battle.

e L - 1a
La Verendrye wmwwillingly grented their request lest the Indians coneludo
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that the French were cowards. Accordingly the party of 600 Indians left
the fort on May 11, 1734, with Jaanafnptiute at their heade The warriors
told La Verendryo that with the expected Assiniboines, their total strength
would be between 1,000 and 2,000 men,

The party followed the route of the Roseau River, from the Lake of
the Woods to the plains, on an old war road, traversed for generations by

redatory bands, The route led from Muskez Dayv up the Warrced River where
p L

& portage was made Yo Hay Creek, a tributary of the Rosean River. Jeans

baptiste {.é/ Verendrye thus became the first white man of record to enter
the Rosesu Valley.

The French gave the Roseau Mver the name it bears today=-"Riviere
aux Rosesux"=ea translation of the Indian name "River of Rushes.” The rush

referred to is the Phragnitos communes, & very coarse grass which often grows

fron 8 to 12 feet highe
The Imglish

When the first settlers came to the valley, there were traces of
an cld trading post on the Roseau River about 4 miles beyond the present
village of loseau, According to a rommntic tale, the post was destroyed by
the great fire which swept through the country nomr the bepimning of the
elghteenth century, leaving it a blackened wasteland, Refore making his
exoape, the man in charge of the post placed all the company waluables,
consisting of various records and §16,000 in gold, in a watertight, screw-
topped copper can, which he buried by an ocak tree. A chain, fastened to
the can, was looped around the tree at the ground and covered with earth.

The factor fled into Canada with the holeocaust following him & good distance.
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several wecks later the factor started btack after tho cache, but a high
wind caught him in & cance on Shoal lLakes Neither the copper can nor the
factor was ever recovercts

After the Treaty of Paris ended French sovereignty in the lNew

World, fur trade in the Northwest became disorganiged, and for many

years tie wilderness cliaimed its own. In 1766, when Alexander Nenry

ocroassed Lake of the VWeods, he referred to Fort St. Charles as "an old French
trading post almost entirely destroyed by the Madowessies (Siocux)."

At the beginning of the nineteenth century the expansion of the
Hudson's Pay Company's activities along the Red River revived the fur trade
in the Northwest. This trade was soon enlivened by the advent of rival
fur companiess Dy 1824 the American Fur Company operated & post at the
mouth of the Vmrroad River,

By the middle of the nineteenth eentury the Hudson's Jay Compeny
had extended its aotivities Lo the resion drained by the Roseau Rivers Old
records of this company kept in Londen reveal that ome of their parties visite
ed the Rospau Valley in 1847, and investigated the vieinity of Roseoau Lake.
Dy their report we can ueo that the river was aptly named, for they wrote:

"The river channel can be traced through a marsh ten miles long,
nearly on & level with the water in the rivere Zhe depth of the marsh
doos not oxceed three feet, and it is quite possible to wade on horseback
through 1te"

By this same document it appears that the company already had, or
at that time established, o trading post on the south shore of the river
where it entors the lakes The approximate site has been determined by Mr.
Bddy Billberg, formerly of Rosemus

TR ~ 1 5 | oy -
During this periocd the Hogeau Valley harbored many hunters and
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trappers, and this semblance to settlement hastened the inevitable period
of hame building, for woodsmen carried tales of the mglon's bounty to the

more populous outer lands, and thus advertised thewlley.
The First Settlers

Tt 1s difficult to say who actually was the first settler in
Roseau Valley. Israol Ryder, the fur trader, is knowm to have been
the firet to have a residence here, but he eould searcely be called
a settlers There wore probably other trasders befors Ryder who oporated
for some tims in the valley. Seward Wood, who lived at Pelcher's Crossing,
3 also mentioned as one of the first home bulilders on the river, bt he
did not stay longe Ole lolm, who came in 1887, names Bill Book, Jim Jester,

)

Seward Wood, and Israsl Ryder as the {lrat lour settlers in the valleye
Both Pook and Joster were married,; and thelr wives were wiih thems All
these picneers had cabins on the river within a few miles of each other,

and all in the vielnity of the present village of Roseaus

When Je Ve Durham, ploneer and historian of the Roseau Valley,

firat visited this region in 1886, he found only a scattering of peoples

Among those ho names are Jasob Nelson, Fiek Calin, Lon Irish, Ryder, and
Woode

Fow Indiens occupled the wvalley when the setilers came, Jacod
Nelson, who established his home near the Rose Indlen villspe, states that
about 40 persens lived in the village when he first vielted it in 1885

ne of these was Fllly leGillis, a hallebreed, who had married an Indian

girle From MeGillis Nelson learned many legends of thewlleye

Ghost of the Roseau lake

It was here , at the Indian Village, that the Ghost of Roseau Lake
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wandered.

The ghost, which the Indians ealled the Windego, had terrified

for

the nativwes of the village /;;e:-.ﬁm'biom, not so much by its spectral appeare
ance, bubt because it presaged deaths Not only the Indians, but their white
neighbors, the Nelsons, saw this apparition on several cceasions, and a
memorable eyewitness deseription is included in the Helson history:

"1 was in the yard at the Mickinogk houge about midefterncon.
Looking south I saw that appayition rise by the gide of the muakeg snd
start walking westward; it stumbled and nearly fellj then it started to
run and several times stumbled, bw;t gach time it recovered and ran on about

a quartor of a miles Filnally it went out of sight behind the enst end of

the grove on the srall ridpe on Dertilrud's homesteads The spparition was

about fifteen feet tall, dressed in some material that loocked 1ike white
lace.

"Watover it may have been, it was not a hallucination of supore
stitious fears in the dark, for I saw it in broad daylight,

"irse Mickinoek dled on the fellowing morninge”
Hardships of the Settlers

Nearly all the settlers who entered the Rogsesu Talley came by
' the Sandridge Trall, which plerced the forest and serub ecastwar
of the Red River plain to tho Roseau Rivers The trail followe
ed that high gravel ridge, the Campbell Peach of Lake Agmssiz, whioch offered
a convenient ingress to a territory characterized ty barriers of margh
and bogland,
n the early days game and wild fruits were abundant In the

Rogeau Velley, and the heavy forests provided cover fran storms and plens
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¢iful material with which 4o build homess Uf the country in 1866 Durhmm
writes:

"1 found the forest teening with wild gmme of every deseriptione
chief mmong these were moose, elk, caribou, and red deers These animals
often gathered in ldrge droves, glving the carly comers every oppertunity
to hunte Birds of evory desoription were ms plentiful them as now, the
only difference being that wild peese and ducks were far nore mnorous."

Howover, 1t did not take the ploneers long to discover one of
the chief reasons for the prodigsl vegotable growth of the Roseau River
cocuntyry. Pains fell with monotonous recurrence. Eaving failen. the water
had no particvlar place to go, 8o it stoode Durhem ccmplains that the
god roof of his home would becore so saturated with wator that 1t would
continue to leak urtil the next shower came along, 80 that the faxily
undorwent perpetual rainfalle To add to the picneers' troubles, the
stades of evening were composcd mostly of mosquitoess In wet seasons the
cettle, maddened by the torture, would bellow day and night and walk
unceasingly for relief, or when possible, stand in water up to their necks.

Bvon during dry years the 31'45;;1])8 and lowlands wers filled with
wateres People living on the edge of these stretches would have to wade
Inee deep in order to gét to neighboring fams, and seme of the ploneer
women paddled about in such wakoshifts as tubs and water troughs in order

4o havoe their chats and coflloos

Not only did the first comers have to face the amnoyance of

porsistent rains, but they also had to contend with periodic flocds of

the Roseau Rivere In & Nay 1802 issue of the Roseau Reglon we noto this

¢ onmentary csxf the state of rainmwater in the lowor Roseau Valleye
"pather Nelson of the Indien Village has finally fled %o the

mountains. %o mng to the willows with camendable tenacity, but when
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the eatlish begen to flap their talls assinst his windows and monkey with
the deor Imob, he donned his life preservers and struel out, adnitiing
for the first time that the water was golng to be hipghs"

Another memorable flood ocourred in 1886 at which time fanilies
were lsolated by water for six or scven weeks, and many settlers suffered
serious losses of valumble livestock and seeds.

Snakes, too, were a ecnsiderable nulsance in the eerly days. One
ploneer woman relsted that she had to hang out the straw mattress each
morning to rid 1% of the many small snakeas which found thelr way inte it

at nights Although these reptiles seem to dave been of every sisze and

color, apparently there were no polsonous ones mmong then. Howover, they

always inwaded the cabins, perhaps for shelter and wamth, and snce inside
the proceeded to malke nests in the mettresses, to find their way into sugar
sacks, drop down upon the beds from the sod roofse

Honey was almost & curlio in the early days of the valleye One
settleor rocalls that he lent a friend two dollarse Three years later the

man was stlll wnable to repay the debt in coln, so he squared his oblization

by the delivery of & load of lwmber,
Social nevelopment

(moe the settlers hed beun to arrive in the country in considerable
mashere, they went to work on cooperative enterprises by which to better
thelr condition. One of the first of these was & orude sawill with which
two operetors could eut a hundred feot of lumber a daye A shingle mill
ves also construeted of a 18-foct lor equipped with a blade which operated
like a kraut cubtors An early brick plant also flourished on what 1c now
the Dynos farm south of Roseau. The Dynes house, made of this brieck,is

still in use.




. History of Roseau Valley 11.

.

The Rosean Velley settlers had no sooner built their houses than
they bepan to look for a place where the Bible might be explained, The
Seventh Day Adventiste were perhaps tho first to enter the field of church
aotivitye maptist, Vission Priend, and Lutheran congregations quickly
followeds Yarly religious services were conducted in the homes of the
sottlerse The first church, built in 1891, 1} niles west of the present
site of Rosemu, was open to all denominationse. As nearly as can be detoere

mined, the Reve Mrs. Askeland was the first ordained resident minister, a

%
man distinguished by his unselfish and wntiring service to his pastorates

The i"iret School Distriet

Fducation algo received the attemtion of the ploneers at an early
datecs The ciroumstances ineident to the orgpanisging of the first school are
arusinge

Firet of all the pioncers signed the usual petition to ¢t he Kittson
County board for a schocl districts But after this had been done, it wae
discovered that the proposed distriet did not have enocugh children of school
are to be lerally orpanigeds To overcome this deficiency, the settlers
wrote into the petition the required mmber and added one extra for pood
measures This was done by lowering the are of & few bachelors.

But as 8 on as they had solved this problem, the pioneers found
ancthor. They discovered that the boundaries of the distriet must be
designated on the petition, end the county had net yet been surveyed.
Someone sugpested driving a stake into the ground and conducting measuree
ments from it, but it was deemod that this might not meet official approval.

The settlers sat down,; reascned topretheor, and produced a solution
vhich was & real triumphs Election was coming on in the fall, and by this
time the Rosemu settlenent had a subu‘bm;binl mmber of wvotes, so the votes

were pocled, and the boundary question was turned over to the Hallock
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officialss Yo question of procedure was asked, but it was understood
that the eombined votewould po to the county of Meoial who made the school
distriet possible.

Je We Durhan was gelected to negotiate at the Xittson Coumty
capitol, and the first cocperative effort in the Hoseau Valley was success=
fully concludeds This dietrict wos organized and no one asked howe Nre
Durhan wvas elected to the first school board in special recommition of

hig strateric mansuvers at lallocks
The Indian Scare

After 1887 settlers pourced Into the Rosean Valley so fast that
was imposslble to keep track of when theyeane or where they settled,

has been estimated that betwsen 700 and 80O persons emtered the valley

in the year 1888 alone. Conditions steadily improved ms the population

grew and cormmunity ectivity inereased, The valley had began to buatle with
promising activity when an incident came near to depopulating the whole
regione This was the Indian scare of 1801,

The pieneers found the Indians of the Joseau valley preaceful and
friendly., The whites carried on trade with them, and the two pecples
were mubtually helpful, Both pioneer historians comment upon the honeaty
of the Indians, not a fow of whom endearsd theomselwves to the sottlers by
their sterling qualiticas lNevertheleas, there were always whiskey, nervous
whites, and excitable Indians. These were the ingredients from which . the
gcare vas browed over a fire of malicious mischief,

Aceording to Jacob lNelson, whose opinion is corrobomted by others;
the scare was precipitated by the machinations of several 1lleintentioned .
vhitess In January 18081, frightening rumors of impending massacre begsn to

floed the valley. It was told, possibly on a basis of faect, that Raineine
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the=rnce, the notorious ally of Sitting Pull, had visited the Indians of
the Red Lake Reservation to ineite them to revolts 1t was further whispered
that the Chippewa had purchased all the powder and lead t¢ be had in Thief
River Fallsj and the Indians at Varroad were reported %o be dancing the
Ghost Dance with visitors from the Red Lake and other villages. The climax
of these wild tales was & Reverselike arcusal of t he walley settlers by

two men who hore the terrifying information that Indians in war paint were
deacending upon the settlaement. In panic, settlers loaded their household
goods on carts and headed precipitately out of the velley in the dead of
winter, Those who were detormined to remain grimly prepared to defend thome
selves. Some men flouted the rumor of an uprising sand counselod the re=
maining pepulation to send scouts to Warrcad to see what the Indians
sctually were doinge Meamwhile evacuation of the Rosesu settlement contine
ued, Frick Folm was dispatched to Mellock to report to authoritles; on

s return ho met about sixty teans of refugees on the sand ridge in a most

miserable plight,

On Januawry 26, 1801, Sheriff Youngren of Fallock telegraphed

Governor Merriam asking for 300 rifles and mmmmition for the Roseau Vallej
>4

settlorss Five days later, the Crookston Times printed the fellowing story:

FEAR AN OUTBREAX

"Thers is much amxiety among the settlers along the Red Luke
Reservation ses over the way Mocsedung's band of Indians has been acting
during the past few days, PFor some time past the Indlans have acted in
a very sullen and insolent mamner, but ne particular attention was paid to
thelr netions wntil sottlers comwmesd to come in and report that for three
or four nights the Indiaxs had been dancing and they had heard the drums
and yells of the savages during the greater portion of the night."

That there might have beon scme cause for alarm around Red Leke
had %he surly licosedung been gble to muster more assistence seems probable,

tut an vprising was far from the thoughts of the Indians inthe Roseau rogions
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The white scouts finally returned from Warroad to report the
Indians there friendly and indulging only in soecial daneinge Noreover,
when Chief Maypuok and his band learned of the scare, they became almost
as frightened as the settlers. Apprehensive of repercussions, Oshwash
and Maypuek journeyed to Roseau to learn more about the matter.

S0 quickly was the scare dissipated and so slowly dld the axearts
travel, that emissaries soon overtock the fleeing scttlers, and the greater

part of them were persuaded to returns February once again saw the anmoke

rising above the housétops, & proclamation that all was well in the Roseau

Valley.

The Indian scare was the last vajer event in what ocan properly
be termed the early history of the Roseau valley. After 1802 the tide of
fmed pration spread to every part of the region that is now Roseau County,

and the history of this area becomes inereasingly corplexs
The New Era

On Decamber 31, 1884, Roseau County was created by proclamation
of Covernor lelson, being formed from a part of Kittson County which was
ereated March 9, 1878. In the sameo year the village of Badper was platted.

for some yedrs the development of the country was retarded by
lack of adequate transportation facllities. DNut in 1900 the Canadian
National Rellway built its tracks around the southern end of the Laks of
the YWoods, then through Warroad village and the nortlwestern corner of the
countys This and othér ¢ircunstances pursuaded the relvetant Janes Js
Fill ¢o extend a branch of the Creat Neorthern through Roseau County in
1604¢ Thus, within a span of twenty years, this region had progressed to

a new ora of dovelopment.

i
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Lake of the Woods Countivy

& bit of big genw wildernmess to dreem sbout. Just sorosg the boundary,
in Ontarie the season is open every year on deor, moose, end ceribou,
A nmovepent is on foot to open the Horthwest Angle to moose snd esribou
shooting to confoim with Canadian regulationse

Thics country is stecped in & ronantic pacts lore dwlt the Kenmeble,
gerpent opirit of ihe Indiens who heslously guarded the tyesswres of the
rocks, snd here the Ureat Spirit cuno 46 ecpth to sdmonish the trides teo

live as brothers together in peanse, (Sec Fooky Point,) This is the country

of Nasssore Islend, the site of old Port St. Cherles, end the Dawson Rond,
Indians, Fremch, and English heve ell left imprints of thelr eres in the
logend end history of the lake of the Woods,

The first vhite man of record tv behold this leke wne Jagoues

ée Noyon, In 1688s But the real discovery snd exploration of this reglon

was left 4o Flerre de la Verendrye, elso & Canndian by birth, and slso

& native of Three Rivers. It was la Vereadrye who bilt Fort 5%, Charles
on the Northwest ingle Inlet, and it was his eldest son who porished
with Petheor Aulneau and nineteen otheres on the bleak het ghts of illnssacre
Island,

In late July 1722 L& Verendrye, pushing westwerd in his sesrch for
the western sea, roached the leke of tho Woods afber e fortaight's Journey
from Port St. Plerres COrossing the southwest part of the lake, the party
set a northward course wntil they reached the outlet of & rivervhich wes
later known as tho Horthwest Angle Islet,

Here on an islend on the south side of the Inlet, la Verendrye's
men construsted a fo:t which wne cohristened St. Charles in honor of the
larquis Charles Deevharnois, and the missionery of the partys Cherles
Nesaiger. A conbemporery memoir gives s good pieture of this eerly French

;:oato
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"la Verendrye hed built another fort on the west of the leke of the
Woods, sixty lesgnes from lake Tckamemiouwen (Hainy Iake)s The fort is
300 fect wide with fo r towerse In i% 48 & house for the missionary, @
church, enothey house for the cammanding officer, four corner buildings
with ehimyé, & gunpowder magegine, end o werechousee There are also two
gatos opposite each other, & sentry box, and the plles are 16 feet highs"

The fort froed nerth ssross the cove, viewing Duokebe Islands Situsbed

in & great hunting end fishing ground, its exoellent location made Fort

Ete Charles Ia Verendrye's most lmportent post during the period of his

explorations.

Lassaore lsland

Afbey threo stremuous yesrs in the wildomess, le Vérendrye had, in
1754, returned to liontreel to report his sotivities and o secure further
finaneial aid that he might earry on his work of discovery and exploration,

Insterd of belng accopded homors for his wnselfish service for Frence,
the explorer recelved & chilly welcomos Io found himself hapassed by
Jenleus ememies and houmded by ereditorss /in appesl to the King of Fyance
for needed funds fell upon deaf carse Ila Vérendrye wes finally forced to
remt his forts %o his creditors for threc yemrs,; besides giving them right
to menage the posts.

Dishesrtened but undsunted, la Verendrye returned to Fort 8%+ Charles,
arriving in September 1738, With him wes a misclonsry, Father Aulnesu, who
had beont sent by & Josult order in Franoe to teke over the work of bringing
Christianity to the Indians,

La Verendrye found the garrison on the verge of starwiion. Decause
of heavy raing the wild cat erep hed not been harvested, snd their stosk

of other provisions was nlmost gong,
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4 party of nen wes dispatched to procure provisions at Fort
Feurepas on the Red I?ifer. and another group wes gsent eastward to new
fishing groundse Through its own desperante efforts end the help of
friendly Indiens, the garrison Lept slive Hhwroughout the winter, bub
barely soe The Indiens, witnecsing thelr privetions, named the islend
aoross from the fort "Buckete"™ (Ve Iunger), which neme it bears to this
dave

Spring found le Vérendrye's men not enly short of rations, but short

of gunpowder az welles The sense of foreboding whiech had grown with théir

adverasity deepened when it wns learted that the pralrie Sioux hed deen

goon on the lake with the avowed purpose of taldng French seslps in
retaliation againgt the Frensh al 'icnee with the Crees, Assinidboines, snd
Monsonise

The expeoted expeditien from Michillimmekinee, bearing supplies, dié
not Sosee In dosperstion, la Vérendrye sent one of his mem, Dourossa, to
moet the party and hurry them ommrds Three days passed snd Bourosse did
not returne The situstion et the fort wes beocoming desperste.

Ay couneil it was dooided to send Lirediately adlerger perty eectward
to Esministigoys. Fether Aulnean esked o mccompany the sonvey, perhaps
es & preceution for safety, for seldom did sn Indian dare to Kill e
missionary, Al Aulneeu's entroaty Ia Verendsryo's eldest son, Joen-Baptiste,
was named to hend the perty.

On Jume 5, 1736, la Vérendrye inspoobed arms end distributed gune
powsdler to the 21 plcked men, and exhorting them %o be wary of the Sioux
bade them Godspeed.

The rext morning & band of Monsonis arrived at the fort and reporbed
that the Sioux were on the werpath snd hed plundered Dourcssa. The report
wns shortly after confirmed by a letier from Bourosss relsting & narrow

esocape fron the stake,
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This informetion caused La Verendrye deep enxiety, which wes soon
intensifiedy for a fow days loter a ommoo of supplies from Hontreal
arrived at the Fort, but the incoming voyagers had secn no sign of the
expedi tion sent out to meot them, AL onee la Vependrye sent a party
to follow the roubte probably telken by his men,

0 June 22, the party returned beerdng tmgiec newss On 2 small
rock island, about soven leagues from the ford, they hed found the remaing
of Jean=Baptiste, Fathor Aulnmosu end the nineteen otherses The bodies
lay in a elrels, and had been decapitateds The heoads, most of
soapled, were found warpped in beaver sking,

That heppened on lsssecre Island no ono lknowse Certain evidense

sugzeshts that the Sioux probubly approsshed the French with overturea

of peaos, then at a siganl, fell upon thems AL any rate, the Frensh,

evenr st a disadvantage secm Yo have given good agoount of thomselves.

A short time afterwerd two lonsonis fownd twenty abandoned Siocus was
eances which bore Blood steins, and human limbs were found buried in the
sand of the nesrby shore.

Shortly after the msssaore & party of Indiane fyom Sault St. Neris
uwho loved the Fremeh, landcd on the laslend snd buried the bodies under a
tumlus of sbones.

Later in the fall the Fremch dead were brought to Fort §,. Charles
and buried under the chapel where they remsined for 162 years “"swmiting
the coming of friendly hends to be gathered and given a more worthy
burial places"

YVas 1 oy
Yassacre lslend todey

liassacre Island is about 18 miles from the site of eld Fort St. Charles,
and 24 miles from Direh Island, It is in Coradien materss The islend is

of almost solid rock, and high above the lake's surfose. It is about thyee
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quarters of a mile in length and & quarter of a mile in bredth, with an
ares of approximabely 67 aorcse 4 deep revine full of box wood and brambles
Givides the islund, causing some 4if ieulty in corseing 1%. On sbarren
hill atands & woodem eross, somuomorating the brave men who died theres

Scareely less romentie than the history of Fort 5t. Charlees are the
attempls Lo rediscover the anciont siteo and itc sscred relies made by the
Cathaolie Fathors of 8t., Donlfeses After six years of dlligent study of all
records extent relating Lo the fort, the sevond expedition ascomplished
its purpoeé in 1808, The padnstaling reseaych had becn for naugh€, for it
wes Indien observetion and legend whieh brought te light the ansient remains,

"on the south shore of the Inlet"; seld en Indisn chief, “slmost
opposite the spob where you hewe plented your oross (1908), in & 1little
cove of reeds snd poplers, ere three chimneyse The chimmeys are not
directly ompostie the ocorss, dut & little west,”

A perty wee impdictely dispatohed to the south shore, where it soom
came wpon # smell cove as deseribed. Searching the gronds Just in from
the ocove, the mon soon discovered some flat stones, lere thoy dug end
found & hesrth stone, soms chareoal, sshes, and 2 carpenter's chisels
Thus was dissovered Vort 5t. Charless The sernest and persistent efforts
of the Catholie Fathers had at last borne frulte Within the eonfines of
the ruins were foumd the nineteon skeleteus of the party who perished on
lassecre laland, epiong them those of JeaneDaptiste de la Vereondrye end

Feth o Aulnoaue

Fort St. Charloes todey

Fart S8te Charles is Lih & fov minubes by motorbeat from Femmase, om

o

P A

share of legmeson's Islande O(me discoumbarks a2t 2 rickety wooden dook
vhioh thrusts oult inte the wnter 1like & crocked fingore The famous hise

torical sits i short distonee west along the islend, in the thiek of =




springs up fronm demp ground ine poplars grow %tall and
oroung, wianowing the sunlig o the left, inland,
e lichen-covered granite slope rears ups

gane mprmer that doecey and growth elmast oblitersted the site

intholie Fathers, ss once ggnin the old timbors aad sovered ex-

of many scsson's detay.
by overlooking a field of vildrices In
gite is reared a slender eross, bearing the carven ine

pa)

Fort St. Charles
Fonde 1782, Heotrouve 1008
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intyepid F QYR 0T soe deskined meot violent death

vhat did anxious eyes &

Fort strein to see beyonf the reoeds and wildprice?

Todesy, looking out soross the Inlet, one may glimpsc a lone Indian

Y

townrd the north shore, or e kicker following the chammel betwoen

o the Avericean side of the leke of the Woods ere ascured of
somplete facilities i Boats mako soheduled trips to the
plane sorviee isg availables
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Rocky Peint 1s a ploturcaque, quiet resort on the lake of the Woods

approximately 12 miles north of Roosevelte It oan be reached by county

1ine road Noe 21, which 1s graveled the entire distances Roelky Polnt's

neny ootiages are privately omed, chiefly by Hosesu people who 4 weloped
the sites The Point hes s fine bathing beash, offers good fighing, and its
sotting of Lireh, ash, and poplar, soreening outorops of gnoimsic rook,

is ome of stirking natupel beaubys

Ine Foek of the Gods

Two miles offshore from this resort iz & preat white rock whieh riges
14 Tort sbove the lake surface from & depth of 11 yards, The rock, 160
feot lang, 60 fect wide, snd stending out in sharp relief sgainst the
vator, iz a rochery for herring gulls snd sormorents; geventy cormorant
nests axd thirty of the herring mll wers coum aere in the spring of
1956y Exoept for the neohs the rook is totally berrems lNot a tree s Shrub,
nor & blade of gress grows on its surfacey mor have they, say the Indians,
sinoe the Great lenitom descended upon it to bring his mess ge to the tribes,
The progsic white man has nexod the stome Gull Foelky to the Indiem it is
the Nock of the Godse

Then the Fremch ceme %o the lake of the Vioods, they found that the
Indians, though of meny different tribes and n netions, werc living
penceonbly togother, According to the Red Mem, this was not elways 50e
There was & time vhen the Seubsaux, Monsonis, Urecs and Assiniboines
continually warred with one snother, and so woslened themselves that

theoy were wnable to repulse the constent ensroschments of the Siocux who




hen lLaVerendrye eame, these

oovebed the fish eand wi) 4 3
* Bomd by whleh their enemy would
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