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PRE=SETTLEMENT IN ST,LOUIS

COUNTY,

INDIANS In making an overview of St,Louis county and its early history, we
mist keep in mind the fact that at the time of which we are speaking there really
was no St.Louis county., Although it is now the largest county in the state of
Minnesota, St.Louis in those early days was merely a part of the vast wilderness
that was the unconquorédd Northwest - - a wilderness of prairie, Pine forests,
silver streams, and clear, blue lakes. It was a region inhabited by savage,
nomadic Indian tribes and the less savage animals of the forests,

From time immemorial, the fierce and warlike Sioux Nation, with head-
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guarters in the vicinity of Mille Lacs, inhzbited this vast Northwest territory

which extended westward from the Superior Lake region to the Rockies and southminto

L
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Iowa, éelo}é the white man came; before there were any state of county boundaries;
yes, even before the Industrial Revolution that caused such turmoil in Europe - -
this, then, was the hunting grounds of the Sioux, known also as the Dakotas., The
name Sioux is the terminal part of Nadouesioux, a term of hatred, meaning snakes,
enemies, which was applied to this people by other Indian tribes. The Sioux tribes
disliked this alien name, and called themselves, collectively, Dakotas, meaning
allies or confederates.

Further to the east lived the Chippewa tribes who time and time again
had tried unsuccessfully to push into the Sioux hunting grounds, there own grad-
ually becoming depleted. The Chippewa, in turning their eyes westward, knew full
well what economic advantages would be theirs by a conquest of the Sioux neighbors.
There were the rich wild-rice fields, the bountiful forests of game, and the great

mineral wealth of the region, Then, too, there was the important Savanns Portage,




This portage trail between the two streams that drain Lake Sasvanna and Lake Wolf
markes the spot where the waters of the Mississippi and the St.Lawrence systems
approach each other more closely than enywhere else in Minnesota. As 2 result, the
Savanna Portage route was one of the most important avenues of commmication between
the Upper Mississippi Valley and the Great Lakes region,

Due to their more eastern geographical position, the Chippewa very early

became familiar with the use of the white man's firearms. Eouiped with the more

superior weapons of the white man, the Chippewa realized their dream of conguest,

The exact date is not known, but about 1750 these two nations, the Sioux and Chippewa,
fought a decisive battle somewhere in the vicinity of Lake Mille Lacs and the Sioux
were routed from this territory. Retreating southward and westward, they left their
0ld hunting grounds in the hands of the victorious Chippewa. Since that historical
battle, however, the Chippewa have thru numerous treaties with the white man lost all

title to these rich lands and have been concentrated on reservations,
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In 1882 there were only a few homesteads in Tower; a sewmill was erected there

in 1883 With the coming of the De & I. Re Railroad, end mining developments, the

town grew rapidly. The Soudan mine, the deepest underground iron mine in the State,

Thomas Owens, engineer of the "0ld 3-spot", the first locomotive

s still producing.

to be used on the newly built reilroad, recounts the first shipment of iron ore from

Tower. The train consisted of ten cars with a capacity of 20 tons each, and the first

shipment was made from Tower to Two Harbors on July 30, 1884,




ST. LOUIS COUNTY

Largest of Minnesota counties, St, Louis combines the vast iron ore

industry of the Mesabi and Vermiiiion ranges, & lucrative tourist trade, end
( : — NG (A o
a thriving agriculture confined to a small portion of its area. 1ﬂ'lightly less

LEX

than a fourth of the population of 200,000 is classified as rural.
Although only 14.67percent of the 4,161,920 acres is used for farming,
dairy, poultry, potato, andrégﬁok-fgémfﬁg;indﬁsff&-has developed to supply such
nearby markets as Duluth and the mining towms. It is not umusual for farmers
conveﬁienbly located to supplement their income by part time employment in
these towns., lDairy%EgﬂBroduces more than half the agricultural income. In
1930 farmers marketed more than a million gallons of milk, 55,894 gallons of
cream, 785,638 pounds of fat, over 900,000 dozen eggs, and 110,094 chickens,
and reised nearly 20 thousand turkeys, ducks and geese., Of the poultry, the
Land O'Lakes Association, with headquarters in Duluth, handles the major share,
while much of the-butter is handled by the Floodwood Cooperative, which man-
ufactured half a million pounds in 1934,

These are substantial gains over previous figures; in a thirty-year
period milk output doubled and cream increased 50 times, while the sale of
butterfat more than tripled in the single decade from 1920-1930.

The predominance of pure-bred Holsteins and Guernseys, plus the abun-
deant hey crop whigh cuts the cattle feed cost by 75 percent, were the main
factors in the growth of diversified farming in St, Louis éountyy Many of the
richest deiry eand poultry farms are clustered about Floodwood.

Little grain is raised for market, most of it being used for feed. On
the county's principal grain farms, in the southern portion, oats is the chief

grown
crop, followed by barley and rye. Hay, alfalfa, and sweet clover are/%xten—

sively for feed.




'Add Opportunities.

There are large areas of improved end umimproved farm snd pasture land
aveileble near such towms as Chisholm, Eveleth, and Mountein Iron, In the

vieinity of Moumtain Iron improved land may be purchased for about $50 an

swex aore and unimproved land for sbout $16. Near Eveleth improved land

sells for as high as $100 an acre.




St. Louis County

The recent tred toward diversification has not diminished the pro-
duction of the first crops grown in the county, potatoes, root crops, hay,
end e smell emount of grain, Cultivation of spinach, lettuce, cauliflower,
end celery has elso proved profitable, The Lathem raspberry, ripening in
August, finds a ready market in Chicago, end both raspberries and streawberries
are widely cultiveted. . In addition, wild raspberries, gooseberries, currants,
and blueberries are abundent.

The general practice is to raise potatoes on clover sod, although some
are plented following corn or rutabagas. The Green Mountain potato is the
standardlate variety for this part of the State, Irish cobbler the standard
early type. Irish Cobbler and Triumph are adapted to peat soils, King to
light sandy soils, and Russett Burbank to mineral solls.

OPPORTUNITIES
A growing county, St. Louis contains unused land suitable for deiry-

ing end truck farming, particularly in the southern sector and in the prox-

imity of urban markets. A close study of topography, markets, and transporta-

.

ch4£J£kﬁ‘ tion facilities is recommended to prospective purchasers.
== A
PHYSICAL SETTING
St. Louis Coumty, larger than the State of Rhode Island, covers en

erea of 6,503 square miles, extending from the west end of Lake Superior

northward to Rainy Leke on the Canadian border, a distance of 130 miles.

On the e.ast is Lake County; on the west Koochiching, Itasoca, and Aitking

end on the south, Carlton County, Leke Superior, and Douglas County, Wiscon-

sin. It is estimated that 365 square miles are covered by water., The county
includes the western portion of the Superior Netional Forest, and several
points of departure into the maze of lekes emnd streams that comprise the.

national forest and the Canadien Quetico Reserve, which;with surrounding

areas, constitute the finest canoe cowntry on the Nerth-Americen conbinents




Ste Louis County

Topography Nearly all of St. Louis County is table lend, standing 1,200
to 1,500 feet above sea level, and 600 to 900 above Lake Superior. The Mesa-
bi Iron Range end nearby rock ridges rise in places 1,800 feet above the sea.
The mejority of the lakes are long, narrow, and winding, covering less than
one square mile; a few, however, range from 11 to 70 square miles.

Following the Canadian border and extending over about one-third of

the county is an area studded with rocky outerops end strewn with large bould-

ers. This land, with itgfcanty soil covering, has little or no agricultural

value end yields better réturns from its forests than it would from farming,
A small amount of reclaimable lend is adapted to pasturage and the growing
of enough hay for home use,

Drainage The St. Louis is the largest river, and Vermiilion the greatest
lake. The northern lekes drain into the Rainy River watercourse, which in turn
is part of the Hudson Bay dreinage system. The northern lakes are fed by num-
erous streams, Besides the St. Louis, there are the Embarras, the Floodwood,
the Pike, the West, the East Two, and the Sturgegn; ambng many others, The
larger lakes include: Kabetogama, Pelican, end Trout,

Swemp lands are estimated by the State drainage engineer to cover

1,862 square miles, of which 372 are open swamp with little or no forest
growth. Much of the territory classed as swamp lend will drain naturally,
with 1little artificial ditching, when cleared of brush. In 1930, 783.5 miles
of ditches, representing an outlay of $1,353,78l, were completed. This ex~
tended ditch system drained 252,657 acres at a cost of $56.36 an acre, opened
up 61,041 acres of woodland for cutting and cultivation, and made 97,789 acres
available for settlement.
Soil Lacustral soils, adjecent to Lake Superior, consist of heavy reddish-
gray cley with heavy red sub-soil through which water moves slowly. Stone is

generally absent end when found, ¥ is only in small amounts, The aree is




Ste Louis County

broken by deep gulli€ely the lend along the sides being eroded. The soil,
however, if properly improved, is moderately productive.

In the southwestern portion of the county the area is one of ex-
tensive peat bogs. The soils of this area are naturally water-logged and even
after drainage, this lend is uwmproductive until properly fertilized. It is
usually well supplied with lime, but needs applications of phosphorusfand
potassiuﬁ@ﬁgring fertilizers., Dairy farmers often find it economically fea-
sible to reclaim smell peat aress included in or adjacent to developed min-
eral soils inasmuch as this lend, when drained sufficiently to keep the water
table from three to four feet below the surface, cen be converted into highly
productive pastures end meadows.

East end north of the Floodwood district, the surfece is swempy end

[~
intersp@rsed wa#h peat bogs,with very stony loem on the higher lend. The

peat bogs occupy & good portion of this section;‘ﬁﬁe boulders are #e large
end s numerdﬁé;ghof‘prevent the use of tillage implements,

The most eNtensive soil in the county is stony loem. This is the
dominent type in the great moreinic system of the Superior lobe, which runs
southwest scross the southern part of the county, though included emong
these morainic ridges are nearly level areas of heavy clay with comparatively
few stones., 1In the St. Louis basin, south of the Mesebi Iron Renge, there
are severel classes of soil, the southern slope and west of Chisholm bear-
ing a relatively heavy coeting of stony loam, while between the Mesabi Range
andeermiiiion¢Lake, in the drainage area of Sturgeon and Little Rivers, there
is a heavy drif?i which was brought in by three ice flowsg the—Superier iee
Yobe;—fromthe Yaké northwest to the Cloguet—River;—the Kewabin;—from—the—
northwesb—to—tire-MoEaEbT; end the Fatricien distriot in the morthern part—or
the—coundye—

Climate end Rainfall The climete of St. Louis County is temperate, with




Sty Louis Coumty

rather long, cold winters and short, pleasent summers, The temperature

is most chengeeble during fall end spring. The county has en annual precip-
jtetion of 28.31 inches with an average fall of 18 inches during the growing
season, Heavy downpours and high winds seldom occur during the crop season.
The territory adjacent to Lake Superior averages 65 degrees in summer; win-
ter temperatures hover around 9 degrees above zero, with approximately| forty=-
fivg;hays of zero or below. On the Range, this average rums a point or two

lower in winter end correspondingly higher during the crop season.

CLIMATIC RECORD (66 years)

MGEEE;;_-\\\\{an. Feb, Mar., Apr, May Jwne July Aug. Sept, Oct, Nov. Dec.
Duiuth
(A1t.1128)
Precipite=-

tion in
inchg§,4f‘4 Te9

1,54°12,06°

EARLY SETTLEMENT AND RACIAL ORIGINS

Fur end fish sttracted the first white settlers to St. Louis County.
Later the lumber industry made its begimning, grew to gigantic proportioms,
and quickly declined, to be followed by mining end other industries, The
mines attracted cheap labor from ecross the Atlantic, et first from northern
Europe, end then, when the Fimns had turned largely to agriculture, from cen-
tral end southern Europe.

In 1930 about 148,000 of the residents were native whites end 55,000
were foreigngborn. From 1920 to 1930 the letter group decreased by 15,0005
most of them live in the mining ereas. Of the native whites, 50,000 were of
native parentege, 72,000 of foreign, and 25,000 of mixed.

COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND SUBDIVISIONS

Established by legisletive acts of March 3, 1855 and March 1, 1856,




St. Louls County

St. Louis County renks first in the State in size snd in number of townships,
cities, and villeges, Duluth is the county seat. The cities are industrial

rather than agricultursal.

TOWNS POPULATION TOWNS POPULATION
Aurore 1,468 Gilbert Sitee. .o
Biwabik 1,383 Hibbing 15,666
Buhl 1,308 McKinley 304
Chisholm 8,308 Meadowlands 121
Iron Junction 128 Meseba 15
Cook 272 Mountain Iron 1,349
Duluth 101,463 Leonidas 499
Ely 6,156 Proctor 2,521
Eveleth 7,484 Tower 801
Floodwood 343 Virginie 11,963
Franklin 625 Winton 341
Fraser 108 y

The total taxeble value in 1931 was $313,845,770, but had decreased
to $277,228,115 in 1935. The tax rate in 1931 was 71.23 bringing in & levy
of $22,577,332, To equalize the deduction in texable value, the tax rete
was increased to 82,67 mills in 1935, making the levy $23,114,859,

Indebtedness The total indebtedness of St. Louis County on December 31,

1935, amounted to $29,053,201,33 or 10,48 percent of the texable values. This
debt was charged to the subdivisions thus: qunty, $4,127,652.15; townships
$1,185,856,26; cities and villages, $14,438,997,90, and school districts,
$9,300,895.02, The per capita debt was $142.00, the third highest in the

S'ta'te . /

S el TR |
Delinquency ,zth{,cmulativeqtaxes amounted to $17,371,852 on January 1,

1936. Of this amount $5,272,348 or 22,70 percent)remained from the 1934
levy of $23,221,301, j
MARKETS AND TRADE CENTERS
In addition to the meny accessible markets within the cownty, out-
side perts can easily be reached by water from Duluth, The laft; city it-
A

self absorbs a good portion of the poultry, eggs, and vegetebles, end the

surplus is shipped to Superior, Minneepolis, St. Paul, snd Chicago.




St. Louis County

Situated at the head of Lake Superior, Duluth is the county seat
and third largest city in the State. Second largest port in the Nation,
it has the largest inland harbor in the World. It manufactures all types
of food, clothing, ewe metal, wood, cereal, smd fish produects. It is es-
pecially noted as a center for the shipping and manufacturing of wool,
butter, eggs, flour, cereals, byproducts of milk, and all varieties of
animal and fowl feeds, At present it has nine creameries, and three more
are being construected., These are augmented by eight pasteurization and
eight ice creem plants. Transportation faéilities include one bus line,
fifty~two steamship lines)and eight railroads. Paved highways radiate in
all directions. The parochial, publiq)and privete schools arg
of—eti—eduestionai—edvaness, and the 115 churthes repreéenﬁﬁali-deﬁomina—
tions,

Such mining towns as Chisholm, Hibbing, Eveleth, and Mountain Iron

are ready markets for truck—farm* and dairy products and are centers for

intensive agricultural activitZ;f{’ Chisholm has an independent creamery

which also manufactures cheese}” Hibbing has a creemery, 2 pasteurization
plants, 3 ice creem plents, end one canning factory, Virginia, also

the focal point of a large farming district,has a 2 independent end

/

cooperative creameries, 3 pasteurization and 3 ice cream plents. Tower

y /o

Fan@ Ely, two of the principal“jumping~off/places emser into the Sﬁéé;éaf oy
3 fﬁgiibﬁéi_ﬁgxgiijare other sizéable marketéﬁginters, particularly during
the tourist season.
COOPERATIVES(end canneries)
There are from ten to fifttemmn cooperative associations throughout
the county, emong which are: Land O'Lakes, which operates throughout the

whole northern portion of the State; the Floodwood Cooperative, organized

in 1931; Arrowhead Creameries; and the Virginia Cooperative Association.




St. Louis County

These orgenizations distribute dairy products)while poultry and truck-farm
products are nearly always handled by the individual farmer, Buyers come
from Chicago, Ste. Paul, Minneapolis, and other points and buy a farmer's
whole output. What is not absorbed in this fashion is brought to Duluth
and the Renge towns end sold to local markets,
TRANSPORTATION

Highways penetrate all parts of the coumty, except the wildermess
aree. to the north. US 53, which runs from Duluth to the northwest cormer,
is paved from Duluth to Eveleth; the remainder is bituminous treated. TUS
169 is a paved, east-west highway running through Hibbing and Eveleth.
Us Z)an¥ east-west road which crosses the lower part of the count¥>is

oo
bituminous treated. The six—hwndred miles of State trunk highways in-

clude 2 stretches of pavemen?%. State l)anA east-west'route, is bitum-

inous treated between Ely and Tower,

Eight didfesent railwey lines branch out from Duluth, the most
importent being the Chicago North Western, the Soo Line, the Great North-
ern, The D.M.& N,, and the Northern Pacific.

Excellent passenger bus service is provided by the Northland Trans-
portation Compeny. Duluth also has several large trucking companies which
regularly carry freight. Its 38 steamship lines offer smple facilities for
water shipments.,

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND  AGENCIES
Medi iee—ts—  in the more Sparsely populatsd ais=

A

/,ﬂ» LT
tricts, ;here are adeguete hospitalf feeblidbies at Buluthx and Intermational

Falls, and a tubercular sanitarium near Duluth. The County Poor Commission
supervises poor relief, and a Duluth hospital cares for county patients.
Other social agencies include homes for agedi and transient homes.

The Jackson Rehabilitation Project, north of Duluth, is a govern-

o \ o L3 - 1 f’/
/ \ - :
meninprojeot consisting of 94 homes and 350 peeple. EfLI,Jr Delewd ,




St. Louis County

Churches There are ample church facilities throughout the county.

- [

Largest religious group is the Catholic with 46 churches.‘xiutheran ranks

second with 24, and othewm are Presbyterian, 13j; Swedish Baptist, 11; Jew-
ish, 8; Episcopal, 6; Congregatiopgl, 63 Bapti;t, 6; and miscellane ous, 4.

g =, [ S8 i
Schools Because of Semdibiemel benefgt%%from taxes on the mining in-
dustry;Ligrger part of the school system éﬁg unorganized, Some of the fin-
est soh&ol properties in the country have been built in the iron range
communities with these tax revenues, There are/J%nior colleges at Ely,
Eveleth, Hibbing, Duluth, and Virginia, and accredited six-year high schools
at Clover Valley, Brockston, Albern, Toivola, Cotton, Forbes, Cherry, Alange,
Cook, and Embarrasg. Duluth has a State Teachers College, a Work ggoples

College, University of Minnesota extension courses, and 8 private business

schools.

On the suﬁﬁhrb county fair site at Hibbing, the St. Louis County
Agricultural Society stages its amnual exhibit. Commumity fairs are held
at the northeast experimental farm.

FARM INCOME 8 : :

In general the farm income is small, end is supplemented near the
larger urban centers by employment in mining or other industry, and in
other sections by the tourist trade, Little livestock is sold on the
hoof, most of the beefi cattle being raised for the farmers own usej
sheep herds are not‘éﬁfimportant market item¢ Wool is distributed by
a)#bolﬁpbol in Duluth.

In 1935 St. Louis County farm products were ¥alued at $5,192,640,
end g? this amount dairying returned more than 50 percent. Products used
by the operator's feamily amounﬁito 2545 percent; livestock to 9.7 percent ;
and crops to 9.5 percentngorest products, which brought in 5.7 percenﬁp

—

constitute a newer and increasing source of income,




Ste Louls County

CENSUS REPORTS
A statistically average farm in this county in 1935 would beqfifth
LpanTr partrisid
smallest!én.the State, comprising only 76,9 acres, Its value per acre

would beﬂ29.59, and the total value would be $2,275.

Every farm would have about six cattle, every other farm a teanm
of horses, snd on every sixth farm there would be two hogse One farm
in twelve would have a flock of 13 or 14 sheep. The productive acreage
would naturally be very small. About sixteen acres of hay would be cut;
there would be a little more tham one acre each of potatoes and oats, and
an occasional crop of wheat, rye, barley, corn, and flax. Of the 76.9
acres, 37 acres would be in pasture, 13 acres in woodland, about 20 acres

in crops end the rest would be used for farm buildings and gardens,




ST. LOUIS COUNTY

Agricultural Statisties

Population, 1930 (County)
6503 sg. mi.
365 Sqo mies or 5.5:.

Number of farms, 1935
Land in farms, l4.6% of the total land area or-
/!
Average size of farms————mm——cmm o e 7649 acres

Farm Values

Average value per acre, l1830-——-—mmmemcemme e $29459
Average value per acre,
Average value per farm,
Average value per farm,

Total Taxable Value, 1935 -$277,228,115
Total General Tax Levy==--== ot e e e o e e e $4,693,492
The Average Tax Rate in 1935 was 32.38 mills.

Total Debt of County and Subdivisions—------ ————————————————— $4,127,652
Per Capita Debt |
County Bonds

The Total Debt was 1.48% of the tax value.

Tenancy and Mortgage Debt

Farm Mortgage Debt, 1930 (Farms operated by owners)====—===w=-- $2,025,910 X

Of farms operated by owners 33% were mortgaged in 1930.
Tenants occupied B8.1% of the farms in 1930,




FARM INCOME (1930 Census)

Average Farm INComMe=—=—mmmmomm e e o e ———————————————— $1,063

Sources of Income
5%
LivestoCkemmmam e c e e e e Qe 7%
Dairying------===w-- e —— )
Other Livestock Products
Forest Products
Products Used by Operator's Family

Livestock Holdings=-1935

Dairy cows---(not available)

Cattle and calves of all ages----6,299 farms reported 46,842 enimals, an increase
of 23.6% over 1930.

Swine-=1,185 farms reported 2,639 animals, a decrease of 36.9% from 1930.

Sheep----634 farms reported 8,514 animals,an increase of 4.4% over 1930.

L e h i T S R S ——

Wheat----524 farms reported 16,698 bushels from 1,008 acres.
Oats---2,192 farms reported 412,456 bushels from 11,713 acres.
Barley=-=--745 farms reported 54,102 bushels from 2,026 acres.

188 farms reported 5,148 bushels from 338 acres.
All sorghums and hay cut for forage---110,037 tons from 125,723 acres.
Sweet hay and hay cut for silage---74 farms reported 555 tons from 212 acres.
Alfalfe---297 farms reported 1,747 tons from 1,525 acress
lMixed grain---153 farms reported 32,139 bushels from 853 acres.
Flax Seed---53 farms reported 4,975 bushels from 479 acres.
Corn harvested for grain---16 farms reported 535 bushels from 23 acres.
Potatoes--=7,307 farms reported 651,348 bushels from 8,014 acres.




David Slafer
Duluth,Minnesota

HISTORY
oF
SAINT LOUIS COUNTY

It is altogether probable that the world
will never learn anything about the ancient dwellers of the region of which
St.Louis County is a part. During 1334 or 1935 an archasological discovery
was made near Aurora, Until it was found to be false this evidence gave
definite proof of the existance of man, in that neighborhood, previous to

the last advance of the glaciers.

The famous Kensington Rune Stone, found
in Douglas County in 1898, seems to prove that Swedish and Norwegian ex=-
plorers were the first to reach Minnesota as early as 1362. Since these
men were primarily sea men, it is possible to believe that having reached
the southern part of Minnesota, they were aware of the exiztance of such
a large body of water as lLake Superior. Professor Fossum, however, believes

that they reached southern Minnesota by way of Lake Winnipeg and the Red

River.l Until this stone is generally accepted as genuine, it may be said

that until the second decade of the seventeenth century the lake was known
only to roving indians.

A map dwawn by Champlain and published in
1632 includes the outline of a ;2;esome people believe to be lake Superior
and others lake Michigan. It is known that he never visited the former lake
before the publication of the map. It is claimed that Etienne Brule found or
heard of the lake some fifteen years before Champlain.

The exploration and settlement of the
area arounff the Head of the Lekes can be attributed directly to the French

explorers and missionaries. As early as 1639 Nicolet, an employee of

Champlain was in the vicinity of Sault Ste.Mariey and in 1641 Jaques and

1. Duluth and St.Louis County, Walter VanBrunt,p.4.
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Raymbault, Jesuit missionaries reached the same place.

The first white men to enter and navigate

Lake Superior were Grosellliers and Radisean. Proof is found in the written
records of Radisson and in the "Jesuit Relations" and"Journal of the Jesuits".

These establish the dates of the voyages at 1656 and 1660. Their trips took
them as far west as Chequamegon Bay (Ashland,Wisconsin) where they are believed

to have established headquarters.

Perhaps the most important event in the
history of the area that became St.Louis County was the arrival, in 1697,
of Daniel de Gresolon,Sieur Duluth. Born in Saint-Germaine-en-Laye,France,
he emigrated to Montreal and in September,1678, having invested his money
in a trading outfit, set out for the territory of the Sioux and Assiniboine.
Wintering near the Sault, he finally continued his journey, eventually

landing on the base of what is now Minnesota Point. Crossing at the "Little

Portgage",( site of the Duluth Ship Canel) he canoed across the Duluth Bay,
»—,‘Z_——
aﬁmﬂg&ge&w‘ﬁw—wmm the Sioux ¥illagejat

Fond du Lac.

One of the major reasons for his visit
to the area was to overcome the hostilities between the Sioux and Ojibways
and to show them the benefits they would derive by trading with the French.
Accordingly, a great council was called and on September 15,1679 it was
held at Fond du Lac.

The results of the council were gratifying,
and he spent that winter among the various tribes continuing his work in
uniting the tribes in bonds of friendship.

In the spring of 1680 he again set out

)

c ppud ey
on a westwardi this time reaching the Missiseippi. To him, therefore, went

the honor of being the first white man ever to reach the river from Lake

Superior. It was on this trip that he rescued Father Louis Hennepin from




the Indians who held him captive.

The era between the period of exploration
and permanent gettlement involved fur-trading and missionary activities.
The center of these activities was Fond du Lac. Thie small gsettlement was . f

o whad 14 mew RN a4 ConnoifBacn
at the head of the 8t,Louis Rlver. wh-h for many years had been an 1mportant

The Mveh

waterway to the Indians.

In a paper read before the 0ld Settlers
Association in 1915 William McEwen asserted "“there is little doubt that the
site of Fond du Lac was selected for the first permanent trading post in this

locality,though some writers have attempted to prove that it was at the en-

trance to the Ngmadji River,within the present city of Superior".

The existance and location of the post
has long been a debatable question. According to Ellworth Carlstedt "the
idea that the Hudson Bay Company had a pest at Fond du Lac seems to have
developed solely from legend and tradition. Had thers been a post at the
Head of the Lakes undoubtedly it would have been shown on one or more of

the many maps of the region that were produced in the eighteenth century".3

A second argument against the existénce
of a post is the fact that Perrault, who visited the settlement many time
between 1784 and 1799 does not once mention a post. Finally,the fact that
the region about Fond du Laciwas the battleground for the Chippewa and
Sioux would not have allowed a permenent trading post there.

During the entire period of French
supremacy the Fond du Lac area bordered the fur-trading region. From
the statement of the "Mackinac Register" of 1733 refering to the baptism
of Marie Josephe, daughter of Jean Baptiste Tellier, who had spent the
winter of 1752-1753 at Fond du Lac, it is inferred that at least there
were wintering houses there as early as 1752. These were substafniated by

. Lttt I F LS E oty P forenl, .37,
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In 1789 Perrault formed a partnership
with Alexis Reaume. Together they made an drgieement with Sayer, Cadotte,
Cazelai, Joseph Reaume and Lavioclette whereby the different parts of the
region around Fond du Lac were divided for trading purposes. With but
average returns the party was dissolved in 1790.

During the summer of 1793 Perrault
was employed by John Sayer of the Northwest Company to winter at Fond du
lac and to erect a post. He arrived with his party on August 16, and there
erected the first permanent establishment at the Head of the Lakes and in
what later was to become St.Louis County. The post was named Fort Saint
Louis and was held by the Northwest Company until it withdrew after the
War of 1812.

It may seem that the writer has paid
undue attention to Fond du Lac and the establishment of the post there.
It must be remembered, however, that Fond du Lac was the center of the
activities which finally led to the complete expleitation and settlement
of all of Northern Minnesota.

In 1809 John Jacob Astor organized the
In 1811 a cOmbinatlon of Astor s Com-» &

American Fur Company/ ¥

Northwest Com--ny wa.s or-anléed to take over control of all terr1tory
H L3, ' -8 . it - 2 ==

south of the established Canadian—Amerlcan boundary llne. The new organization,

called the Southwest Company, fell heir to the Fond du Lac post soon after
the beginning of the war of 1812,

In 1816 Congress passed a law forbidding
foreigners from trading with the Indians residing on American soil. As a
result of the advantages thus obtained Astor bought out his associates and
took complete charge of the trading activities. William Morrison was placed
in charge of the Fond du Lac Department. Instead of making use of the old
established fort, a new structure was erected at Fond du lLac. (The latter

western

place refers to that/suburb of the City of Duluth and not to the settlement

of Fond du Lac as the area at the Head of the Lakes was known).




Se

Lest the reader think that the region back
of Lake Superior remained a wilderness during these years, it may be well to
explain that this was not the case. Working in direct opposition to the
established trading companies were numerous independent traders.-At times the
volume of business done by these men was so gpeat as to make the affairs of
the organized companies look dismal. The explanation for this is that the
independent traderg)who recognized no masteg,dealt mainly in liquors, the
most popular of all trade articles. For many years it was against the policy
of the large companies to trade in this article. In fact some of its work
was in confiscating this article.

The first sermon ever to be preached
in St.Louié County was delivered on the third Sunday of June 1832 by
Reverend W.H.Boutwell, a member of the William Aitkin party. In 1834 he

_ in the territory
was a participant in the first Christian marriage/when he married Hester
Crooks of Mackinawe.

Meanvhile a Rev.Edmund F.Ely was doing
missionary work among the Indians of northern Minnesota. Dividing his time
between Sandy Lake and Fond du Lac, he finally erected a permanent station

at the latter pdace. In the summer of 1835 he established there the first

school house at the Head of the Lakes. Here he and his wife labored until

May,(1939. N\ 4

Q

By 1842 the American Fur Company was
forced to give up its post due to a lack of business. Thus the fur trade
as an organized business ceased to exist, but for a decade or more was

carried on by independent traders.

It must be understood that from the
very first the entire region was Indian territory and therefore not open
to white settlers. A series of treaties culminaté& in the signing of a
treaty at La Poinbe in 1854 opened all of northeastern Minnesota to

settlement.
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Van Brunt states that "it is possible
that the first rush of settlers to the head of Lake Superior was not for the
purpose of establishing a townsite on the waterfront, but with a desire to
stake a claim in the new copper district. For a decade pre_vious **** certain

mining operations had been carried on by the one privileged company*** the

American Fur Gompany.“4 For a long time rumors had been heard from the

Indians of the existance of vast quantities of copper along the North Shore.
Subsequent explorations found copper, but in such small quantities as to

make any mining scheme unprofitable. Superior,Wisconsin served as the base
for all explorations and for a long time many believed that in time it would
become the metropolis of the Head of the lakes. The exploitation of the copper
mines along the south shore resulted in the apperance of steam vessels and

the almost complete disuse of the canoe and batteau.

It was during the winter and spring of
1854~1855 that the migration from Superior to the Minnesota side of Lake
Superior began. During the next two years meny townsites were platted and
registered at the land office at Buchanan.

One of the major events of 1855 was the
first election of county officers. From 1849 when the Territory of Minnesota
was formed to 1855 the present area of St.Louis County was a part of the
Itasca County division. The part that became St.Louis County lay dormant, at
least as far as white seltlers activities were concerned. The legislation
by which the county was fiﬁally established is very complex, butfﬁ%%% apﬁiy
revieded by Hom.J.R.Carey in his "History of St.Louis County".

" In 1855 the territorial legislature

passed an act defining the boundaries of certain counties. Section 24 of

4. Duluth and St.Louis County, Van Brunt, p.66.
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that act provides that 'so much of the county of Itasca as may be included
in the following boundaries, viz: Commencing at the mouth of Knife River
and the north shore of Lake Superior, thence directly north to the boundary
line between the United States and the British possessions; thence in a west-
erly course along said boundary line to Vermilion River; thence down said
river to Vermillion Lake; thence through the center of said lake to the south-
east shore at the mouth of the prinecipal inlet; thence in a dibeet line to
Dead Fish Lake; thence through the center of said lake and down the center
of the channel of the St.Louis River to its mouth; thence along the north
shore of Lake Superior to the place of beginning, be and the same is hereby
erected into a separate county, which shall be known by the name of Doty*.
This Doty County then constituted a part of the present St.Louis County.

By Section 24 of the same act the county
of Superior was outlined. Section 24: 'That portion of the Territory of
Minnesota *¥%¥¥¥k* of a line commencing at the mouth of the Knife River on the
north shore of Lake Superior and running due north until it intersects the
boundary line between the United States and the British possessions be and
the same is hereby erected into a separatse county, and shall be known by
the name Superior'.

Then, by a subsequent act, passed at the A
same session, on March 3,1855, the names of these two counties wees changed .
'Section 2:The counties named in the act approved February 26,1855,entitled
'An act Defining the Boundaries &f Certain Counties, as the Counties of
Superior and Doty', shall hereafter be known by the following names: the

County of Superior shall be known as the County of St.Louis, and the County

W
of Doty shall be known as the County of Newton"'.>

5. History of St.Louis County, Hon.J.R.Carey, Pp.16,17.
Also in Duluth and St.Louis County, VanBrunt, p.1l00.
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On April 7, just one month and four days
after the name of the county was finally established, the gobernor of the
new territory named the first officers of the county. They were as follows:

R.H.Barrett, Register of Deeds; Z.J.Brown, Sheriff and Tax Collector; Henry

Robinson, Henry S.Burk and one other County Commissioners; and William

Whitesides, Constable.

The first slection ever to be held in
the new county was conducted that fall in the home of Orrin Rice located
on Rice's Point ( now Garfield Avenue in the City of Duluth).

Now that the county was established and

wrote
named, it was necessary that it be organized. Regarding this Carey #R&¥#y:
"By the act passed March 1,1856, the first boundary of Lake County was
defined, and by Section 2 of said act, St.louis County was organized and its
boundaries defined, viz: 'Section 2. That so much of the County of Itasca as
is embraced in the following boundaries be, and the same is hereby created
into a separate county which shall be known as the County of St.Louis.’
By the said act, the governor was authorized to appoint county officers; and
the county commissioners, when appointed, were authorized to locate the county
seat" .

After the organization was settled the
governor named the following officials for the county: J}B.Culver, Clerk
of District Court; J.B.Ellis, Sheriff; R.H.Barrett, Register of Deeds;
J.E.Brown, Auditor; and C.E.Martin, Vose Palmer and Z.J.Brown,County
Commissioners.

The county board therefore had the authority
to seleet a countv seat. Since there was no other community than the small
townsites clustered near the foot of the lake, it was only natural that one
of these would become the seat of justice. It is not definitely known whether
Duluth was chosen. ( At this time Duluth was nothing more than a few houses

erected on the plat that had that name . It was a matter of some time before
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the scattered townsites were united to form the present eity).

As to the real location of the county seat
Carey is again quoted: "From the year 1855 to 1862, the fact of ahy location
of the county seat***was a desparate question. There was no law locating it,
nor any existing record that it had ever been located by the Board of County
Commissioners, that body having been empowered to do so by law. It was con-
tended by the Duluth people that it was located on Nettleton's claim, on the
mein shore at the base of Minnesota Point, by the Board of County Gommissioners,
but no record of such a fact was ever found. If any such action was ever taken
it may have been by the Board of County Commissioners of Superior County, of
whose acts, if ever they held a meeting, no record was preserved."

“In the year 1859, the people living at

Rice's Point and above believed that if "they could get an expression by vote
of the people of the county, upon the question of the location of the county
seat, they coudd, by a majority vote for its location secure it, and thus
defeat the claims of Duluth and Portland. **%¥%on S%¥¥&N¥E# the 1lst of October
a petition was presented to the county board¥¥¥*asking that the question be

submitted to a vote, and that its location be at Port Byron, on the southeast

quarter of section 33, in township 50 north, range 14 west, being hear the

center of the county, and situate between the bays of Superior and St'a.Lou:i.s".'7

At the subsequent meeting the petition
was defeated, and this is the only record of an attempt to locate the county

8
gseat. After 1862 it was generally conceded that Duluth was the county seat.

During the early period of settlement
there was little immigration to St.Louis County, and this can be traced
directly to the lack of even decent transportatiion facilities. The main
highways consisted of the lake and the many streams that lead from it. What
few trails there were, were in such a condition as to make winter travel a

7. Ibid, p.1l04
8. History of Minnesota, Christianson, p.219.
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hazardus undertaking, and during the summer they were so cobered with vegetat-
ion as to be almost obliterated. Numbrous accounts of trips taken along the
trails and waterways have been written, but are too lengthy to be recounted
here.

After years of agitation an act of Congress,
passed on July 18,1850, directed the comstruction of a highway from Point
Douglas at the mouth of the St.Croix River to Fond du Lac on the St.Louis.

The St.Paul promoters of Superior concluded that the terminus would be more
of value to that city than to Fond du Lac, therefore a force of men were set
to work cutting a road from Superior to Chase's Camp on the S5t.Croix, a
distance of about sixty miles. For years this road was known as the "Military
Road" .

During the winter of 1855-1856 a survey
was begun for the routing of the St.Croix and Mississippi. Here again St.
Louis County would gain little benefit, for the line was to start at Superior.
During that year two other important events in the history of the county
occurred. The first was the establishment of the first post office in the county
at Oneota with Rev.E.F.Ely as its postmaster. The second event involved the
organization of the county's first public school at Oneota.

The year 1856 was also agreat year in the
platting of townsites. Among those platted were Milford, Portland, Endion,
Middleton, Montezuma, Bellville, Buchanan, and Fond du Lac. So great was the
spirit of speculation that one of the floating islands in St.Louis Bay was
platted and named Fremont Island. With the construction of the Duluth Ship
Canal it floated away and with it the hopes of those who had invested their
money e

In 1857 Sidney Luce arrived in Duluth.

He was induced to construct a wharehouse to store supplies to be used in

the construction of the contemplated St.Croix and Mississippi River road.

The importance of this wharehouse lay in the fact that twelve years it

served as the St.Louis County Court House. In it were the Duluth Post
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Office, United States Land Office, @nd County Auditor's and County Treasurer's
6ffices. Here also were held the meetings of the board of county commissioners,
township meetings, and meetings of the school district.

The effects of the panie of 1857 were

so great that even the Head of the Lakes felt the shock and that year lost

nearly three-forths of its population. In Buluth all stores were closed and
J]."’:,
what smesdl trading there was, was done in Superior.

The Board of County Commissioners had little
business to transact, but at a meeting held on April 5, 1858 the county was
divided into four townships: Duluth, Martin, Carp River and Carlton. On
January 19 six school districts were orBanized for the county. A report also
shows that the first county roads were constructed at this time. One extended

from Oneota to Buchanan and the other from Fond du lLac to Oneota.

Meanwhile, what of the interior of Saint
Louis County? Activities in that area centered on lake Vermillion. Especfially
was it important as the center of the fur trade. In the early 1800's the
region had a large Indian population. Being on the main route used by the very
earliest of the traders it was probably crossed by some of the early mission-
aries and explorers and probably was especially attractive to the Coursurs Des
Bois. A resident of Duluth had occasion to transact business there and
wrote: "¥HHxx¥¥It was a frightful journey,--there was no road, not even a
trail. As a bird would fly the distance was about 90 miles, but owing to the
circuitous route I had to take, it was about 150 miles. The entire trip was
through forest and swamp and it was impossible to use a horse".g Little
wonder there was little activity in the interior.

In 1865 an event occured

that had far reaching effects on the future history of the county and upon
the eventual development and settlement of the long idle region. In 1855
Professor Henry H.Eames of Pennsylvanis visited a friend in Duluth. A short

while later he was made state geologlst In 1865 he was at 'ermlllon Lake
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and reported finding traces of gold. John G.Rakowsky, a pioneer Duluthian,
describes what then took place: "When the was was over*¥*¥¥*I resolved to
come back to Duluth and resume my old business(trading). Just about that time
the state geologist had published a report on the Iron Range country ( not
refered by this name until later) showing that there were extensive gold
deposits there, and this report had gone over the entire country. A regular
stampede set in for this NSWEELNEXIEEBESERy section, and thousands of men
were on their way to this new bonanza field. Companies were organized with
hundreds of 8housands of dollars capital, claims were being staked out, and
fortunes were being invested in machinery which was #e being shipped in to
work the new field, *¥¥**¥*Tt was impossible to transport the machinery and
supplies¥¥¥x*x¥ywithout a road, and it was imperdtdve this be constructed.
It was constructed. About 1500 Union veterans had come up here and they

V10
went to work and cut a road through the forest to the countrye.

The new road was not all that it should
have been, for during the summer it was, in most places,a peaty marsh, and
the only season it could be used in safety was during the winter when every-
thing was frozen over. Construction of a better road was advocated, and in
1868 Congress authorized the construction of a state highway to the gold
field. George R.S5tuntz, one of its most ardent advocates was given charge of
the construstion, and it was in readiness the next year.

Despite the fact that much capital was
invested, companies organized, and settlements started, the rumor of gold
proved to be unfounded. The veing, thought to be gold, proved to contain
nothing more thah pyrite, marcasite and pyrrhotite. By 1867 the rush had

run its course and the country practically deserted.

The gold panic was not disastrous in
all effects, Bor it brought about the eventual\ development of the great

iron ore mines. The presence of iron ore had been an established fact

even as early as 1850, when J.G.Norwood, a scientist, discovered ore at
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Gunflint Leke. Little attention was given to his announcement of the
discovery. It was not until Prof. Eames published his report that people
found interest in the region. He returned from his exploration trip with
a nail keg full of ore samples, and hie owm opinion was that it was of

a superior quality and practically inexhaustible.

George R.Stunts also found evidence of
the iron ore, but to him it was not a surprise, for he was already aware
of its presence. His own statement relates that the first white man ever
to learn of the existance of the ore was N.A.Posey, a blacksmith. He was
employed by the government to teach the Indians his trade, and while
doing so some Indians brought him samples of the ore (1863). Posey was so
impressed that he took them to Fond du Lac to show them to Stuntz.l!

Stuntz did not consider the find seriously,
but while following the gold rush he looked into the matter and removed
samples from what became the Lee and Breitung‘mines.

The history ©9f the Vermilion Range really
had its beginkings in the arrival of Professor Albert H.Chester of Rutgers
College. In 1875 he was sent to the area by a group of eastern capitalists
who had become interested in the reports of iron ore. Chester's pmurpose was
to make a complete investigation of the Vermilion Rangse.

During the summer Chester and a party of

Duluthians investigated the range particularly all of town 59-14 and 60-13.

The samples obtained were shipped to Rutgers College for analasis. Part of
the ore was condemned, but others were belisved to merit further examination.

In 1879 Chester returned to the Vermilion
Range and conducted another exploration trip. Chester, by the way, was in
the employment of Charlemange Tower of Pottsville, Pennsylvania. As a result
of the second investigation Mr.Tower made up his mind to invest hmavily in
the Vermilion ore fields. In 1880 he bought 840 scres in township 62-15.

Land then sold at $4 an acre or $500 for a quarter section.
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Having control of some much potential

wealth in the form of mineral land, Tower and his associates saw the necessity
of getting a railroad into the area. By working tirelessly they obtained

a grant of 600,000 acres of land from the state legislature. It is not clear
whether the group did get the land.

In 1874 the Ontonagon Syndicate

had organized the Duluth and Iron Range Railroad Company. This syndicate
never got any further than eememésémg incorporating the company, and by
1882 Tower, George Stone and their associates had control of the compan y.
By 1882 a survey was underway under the direction of Stone and in the fall
a contract was let for the construction, On July 31,1884 the railway was
completed to Soudan, and two years later it reached Tower.

Most of the eaply work was done in
the name of George Stone and Company, but in December 1882 the Minnesota
Iron Mining Compeny was formed with Tower,Stone, Lee, Stuntz, and Breitung
as the parties involved. That same year an independent group formed the
Mesabi Iron Company to operate mines on the Mesabi Range.

The development of the mines and

railroad was certain to bring people to the region, and it was not long

before large communities had sprung up around the mines. The tewnsites

of Tower and Soudan were sur%eyed by Stuntz in 1882 and 1883.

During the first year of operation
the railroad transported 62,124 tons of ore from the Vermilion mines to
Two Harbors, and in 1892 the first ore from the Meaabi Range reached that
city.

Some of the mines which were located
on the Vermilion .Range were the Consolidated Vermilion,Mime, McComber Mine
Pioneer, Chandler, Savoy, Zenith, Sibley, Chippewa and Section 30 mines.

Many are being operated at the present time.




15,

- The hiestory of the Mesabi Range is
crammed with incidents of adventure and drama. The most outstanding group
of exploiters of that region were the Merritt brothers. As timber cruisers
they ranged all over northern Minneso#a and became familiar with the territ-
ory. In 1887 Cassims Merritt was engaged in surveying a railroad line from
Duluth to Winnipeg. On his return home he brought with him a chunk of iron
ore picked in township 58 north,range 18 west, section 5. Activities made
it impossible to follow up the find, but in 1889 they explored the whole
range and when the state opened the area, Leonidas made filings on nearly
two hundred locations.

Under their direction a party was
sent into the area and on Nov.16,1890 it struck ore just north of the present
MOuntgin Iron Minee During this period other men including Captain Griffith,
John Mallman, and Frank Hibbing, in whose honor a city was named, conducted
exploration on the Mesabi.

In order to carry on their mining
work, the Mettitts, on July 11,1890, organized the Mountain Iron Company ..
The capital was $2,000,000, in shares of $100 denomination,par value. The
work at the Mountain Iron mine being well in hand, the next year the brothers
took an option on the Biwabik property.

With all this property on hand, it
became vital to find some means of transporting the ore to the docks. It may
be remebbered that the D & I Ry was twenty=five miles to the east. It was
finally decided by the Merritts to build a track to Stony Brook, a junection of
the Duluth and Winnipeg Railroad, then under construction., To facilitate the
construction of the branch line, the Duluth,Missabe and Northern Railroad was
incorporated. The two Mebritt properties raised $200,000 each and promises

received from Duluthians to aid in the finance. The line from the Mountain

Iron Mine reached Stony Brook in 1892 and connections made to'get the ore to

the docks at Buperior. At this time Duluth had nons.




Finally, in 1892, the Merritt companies
decided to back the brothers in the construction of a railroad to Duluth and there
construct docks. This was the undeing. At thies time the Duluthians who had promised
financial aid backed out, for they felt that a period of hard times would soon
come. Grant and Chase, the builders of the Duluth and Winnipeg Ry refused to
support them, because the money necessary to build the docks and railroad could
not be obtained.

While the brothers were in difficulties,
the operators of the American Steam Barge Company saw the possibilities in the ore
traffic and began to look for contracts. This led them to the Merriitts. The final
outcome was that Wetmore (representative of the Barge company) was to raise
$2,000,000 with which to complete the Hibbing extension, build the Duluth line and
docks. A holding company was formed to include all the Merritt enterprises.

Wetmore found it difficult to sell

the $2,000,000 in bonds and meanwhile the Merritts were getting deeper in debt

since contracts had been let for the building of the railroad and docks. In

spite of all the attempts made, the final.outcome was that the brothers were

forced to go to John D.Rockefeller and by 1894 he had control of all their

holdings.
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In 1892 the Merritt brothers turned down an
offer of $8,000,000 made by the Minnesota Iron Co, far their holdings. The panic
of 1893 caused labor difficulties in connection with the development of the docks
which were necessary to connect the range with shipping facilitie Money matters

were becoming more difficult and the capitalists i he east were not forwardin

the money to meet the labor costs here, as promised. The linking of the rai

ks ultimately effected the Merritts ruin and the profits from their
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Clayton A. Videen
October 1, 1937

MARINE DISASTERS ON LAKE SUFERIO

—

The schooner Merchant, commended by Capt. Robert lMore, was lost -on—lheke
Superior in Juneg 184%¥. / X crew of seven and an equal number of passengers;
went down with the ship. The exact way in which the ship met disaster is
unknown; but a tremendous gale was blowing at the time and it is Thought
that the ship foundered.

The Menhatten was sunk in-%eke-Superier when it collided with the

Monticello.

The steamer Independence, salid to be the first steamboat on Lake,

Superier, was wrecked near the Soo when her boilers exploded Nov. 22 3863.

"She left the dock at the head of the portage about midnight with a heavy
load of winter supplies for Ontonogan end lLa Fointe, and a number of
passengers. She had not proceeded over a mile before her boiler burst,
literally tearing three-fourths of the boat to atoms, killing four persons---
the engineer, one passenger, and two firemen---and badly injuring the second
engineer and severel passengers. Bhe boat, with the exception of 25 feet of
her bow, was blonn.to atoms. Her engine end boiler, with the exception of a
small piece of the letter, was beyond discovery in & search that was made
within 100 feet of the wreck, end & large portion of the 2,700-barrel bulk

-

cargo was-scetbered in every direction, altogether making he

-

the escape of
3 Nololz rars mi ‘ "
o0 pessengers mireacuious.

"The propeller Superior was lost mear Grand Island, LakeSuperior,

Oct. 29, 48566, during & violent storms Her rudder was carried away and the

oJ

boat fell into the trough of the sea. She commenced making, the fires were

o
L

put out end she struck the rocks, soon after going to pieces. Thirty-five

. : \ .
"History of the Great Lekes, Vol. 1, pp. 695=96, J.H. Beers Co., Chicago, 1899.
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lives, including 11 pessengers, were lost, and 16, including & passeng
were seved. Captain Hiram Jones was among the lost. The Superior was
considered one of the best boats in the trade, and had lived through meny
a storm. She left Chicago Oct. 25, loaded prineipally with supplies for
miners."z

'he City of Superior, a vessel of 700-tons, was wrecked in Nov.,18957,
et Eagle Harbor, Lake Superior, after having spent only three months in
service. -The govermment schooner Lamplighter was Totally wrecked in the
same year when she was driven on the rocks at Isle Royale.

The propeller Indiana was sunk near Whitef o it ke -Superior;

Elgin was wrecked en-Lake—Superior.

The propeller Manhattan was vroecked near Grend Sauble,Leke Superior.

The sbeamer Arctic was-betalldy wrecked on Hurn Islend, -Leke-Superiors
L)

The steamer Gazelle was lost near Eagle Harbor, -hekeSuperior:

"The('stearier Sunbeem was lost in a hurricane on Lake-Superior, Aug.

|

28y 4863-wibth all on boardk except/John Frager; the wheelsman. She was a
: 3
passengers stesmer, plying between Superior and Portage Lake«" Leaving

Superior on Aug. 26, ° ip ran into a stiff northern wind neer Onbtonogan.
A/ few hours later the wind shif'ted to the northeast end reached - proportions

e

gale successfully umtil The morning but an attempt

Aade
of a gale. She road the

to put her into Copper Harbor, 24 miles away, wes without awvail. The wind
struck her quarter with tremendous force. '"When they put her about she fell
into the trough of the sea and rolled terribhly. Her engines were useless, as
was the Jjib. An attempt was x to right her into the wind, but she was
beyond cantrol; the pilot house was laying flet on the water, the waves
beating ageinst her. She was pounded to pieces and s

m

The wheelsman left his wheel, disobeying the captain! E when he sew




o Sa
that it was impossible to right the vessel. He got into e lifeboat, bub
got out to let a woman in instead, the other lifeboat being filled to capaCity."4
He lashed himself to a fragment of the deck. The ship soon sank, the bow going
down first. In sight of Frazer, the two lifeboats capsized and dumped their
humen cargo into the seebhing water. After spending 42 hours in the water
‘the wheelsman was 1 » hore le was the sole survivor of the 30 or so
aboard the ships. Built at Manitowoec i he Sunbeem wes a ship of 500

tons burden. "She had five watertight compartments, was elegantly furnished,
5
and was a favorite with the lake-traveling public."
The steamer Cleveland was wrecked at Two Hearbs River, Lake Superior.
The steamer Ontonogan was sunk near the Saulte,Steilarie; Lake Superior
~in-18703; the schooner Dreadnaught was wrecked at Grand Islandg while/ bhe
Bermuda end the Africa both went down in-Leke Superier in this year.
The schooner Plover,-leaving Duluth on Qct. 7 with 18,000 bushels of

wheat was wrecked at Whitefish Point, lheke-Superiors

During a terrific storm in October, 18734 +the schooner Gilbert Mollison

was sunk near the South Menitou {Leke Superior) with all hands on board.
The Vienna foundered in the smzle‘mon‘th.

The steamer Latte Bernard foundered, on Lake Superier.

PThe propeller Comet was struck by the Canadian steamer Manitoba near
Whitefish Point / Lake Superior) Aug. 26, The collision happened about 8:40
o'clock in the evening. The I.Tanito‘.:)avstruclz the Comet about 15 feet from the
stern on the port side and the shattered vessel senk within three minutes."
During the excitement several of the crew of the Manitobe jumped to the deck
of the Comet, but fortunately they returned quickly to their own vessel.

Out of the Comet's crew of twenty, helf were losts During the same year the

Algerian was wrecked at Split Rock, with the loss of several lives. Built

in Montreal in 1855, she had a net tomnage of 456 tons.

% Thid, 'p. 696.
| =

° Ibid, p. 696.
6 Ibia,
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"The steamer St. Clair burned,fo the water's edge while) off Fourteen
liile Point, ‘between Onbtonogan-end Fortage Lake Ship-Cenal (south-shore),
about 2-o0!clock Sunday morning,'July 9. She had = crew of 10 and 16 passengers

7
were_aboard. Of this tobtal 26 were lost." Starting from the hold, the
flemes spread so rapidly that the engineers were driven from the engine
room before they hed time to attach the hose. With the exception of a large
yawl, all of the boets were burned. Of course, there was a rush for the
remaining boat, which was capsized and righted six times before it finally
got under way, conbtaining only four members of the crew. The seabts were torn
out and used for paddles, and the little party cruised about near the burning
vessels Two were picked up in the water, but one was dead; the other was
Capt. Robert Fhineas. Though the fire broke out only five miles from shore,
and most of the passengers donned life preservers, they soon died in the
extremely cold water. The St. Cleir was built as a barge in 1866, and was
converted into a steamer in 1875. ©She met her fate while on a trip dowvm from
Duluth.

The Magellan, a steamer, foundered in Lake Superior with all hends on
board. The exact-ealise of her fate is unkmowi, but it is conjectured that
she was-remmed by another ships

tug, Satellite, stnk off Whitefikh Point, %eke-Superior.
City of Winnipeg wes burned at Duluth.

Yives-were lost-when the steamer.CGrace ran ashore on VWhitefish Point,ij

The foundering-ef-the-Menistee-in—the middle of Lake Superier, Nov. 16,

! [ A .

wﬁé the ﬁost serious disaster of that shipping seasoh. She ran into a heavy
gele, failed to weather it, and wreckage was found strewn all over the shore
several miles froam Ontonogen. All hands aboard, which included a crew of

16 and 4 passengers, twenty in all, lost their lives in the disaster. OCther
craft to go down in Lake Superior in 1883 were:‘fany Jareckiyﬂﬁrecked at Foint

I - R 5 o I ‘ g
Au Sablegy steamer Sparbtan,'abandoned at Caribou Island;fgne Cedelia ,a—tanadian

1via, p. 730.
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schooner of 298 $on5;/v.s wrecked on Leke Superior, 3n&]schooner Webash,
carrying a cargo of coal, was wrecked at the Ficture Rocks.

Steam barge JsMs Osborne wes.suak—in-a collisien with the Alberta near

12

\‘". { s M
Owen Sound, wibh three lives lost; the boilers of thé) Facific,-e-bug, exploded

=1
at Ashlend, killing the engineerg the W.R. Taylor,-e&—berge, was sunk at Huron

= -
Bay ¢ Lake Superiors the captain and one man were drowned when the schooner
Golden Rule capsized If lake-Superior, ead pbhe Scotid, a propeller, was

wrecked at Keeweenaw Point.
1}

Leaving Owen-Sound-on-Nove-5y-bhe Algome ,.ovmed—by-the-Canedian-Pecifie

. 1 - - 234 ¢ ; "1 - ~ ‘ %
‘Reilroad-Companyy was caught in a fierce gale an Lake Superior. She- struck
on Isle Royale on the seventh., Only eight of the passengers-tnd crew, more

dead than alive, were picked up by the sister ship, Ashtabula. Not only were

38 drovmed, but the steamer, valued at $250,000; was e tobal 1oss. (The Prussia,

& Canadian vessel, was burned' and-sunk—in-Leke Superior, but all-of her crew
wore seved, reaching Baylfield,-Wiss;—safely. The stesmer City of Rome was
demaged by fire in Duluthg the Thomas Quayle, a-bug, was burned et Ontonogan.

The Lizzie Subtton,_ a tug, wes burned, en-Leke-Superior, and-another tug,

- ,‘( ot
the A. Booth, wes sunke. (The'Eureka, a barge, founderedg the steamer A. Neff

ﬁas wrecked at Edwerd Island, lake—Superior.

Overtaken by a howling gale on Leke Superior Oct. 7, 1887,“fhe schooner
Wiagara foundered;in;qgvgn fathoms of weter. With 1,400 tons of ore aboard,
she left Ashland in tow §f the steamer Australasias On rounding Keeweenaw
Foint, the wind stiffened end increased until. it reached the proportions of
a gale. The towline snepped about ten miles above Whitefish Point, and, the
schooner having no canvas to bring her to, irmediately fell into the trough
of the sea. VShe heeled over dangerously, and when she righted herself jerkily,
her spers snepped and creshed into the sea. The bity of Ashlend,—e—steemer,
wes burned near Ashlendg ithe 307~ton schooner Alice Craig; the ‘Laketon, a

stesmerof 147 tons, was wrecked, -amd the ?endell, a tug, went—down-on-Leke

Superiors




Ge
The schooner Willie Keller collided with another ship and senks the
steamer City of lNontreal was wrecked at lMichipicotan Island in October of
this year.

The Chas. J. Sheffield was sunk in a collision at Whitefish Pointyp

steamer C. Hurlbut burmed at Superior, emnd the steamer Tourist burned at

Ashland.

SOURCES OF MATERTAL:

The Menitowoc News-Herald (newspaper) Dec. 29, 1931,
Duluth Herald (newspaper) Feb. 19, 1932 and April 10, 1933.

"History of the Great Lakes" two vols., J.H. Beers Coe., Chicago, 1899. Vol.
I, pp. 654,669,677,683,695-96,701,724,727,730,731,734,739=42,745-46,750-52.




Duluth, Minn.
Arrowheed Anecdotes
Ludwig Bodenstab
September 30, 1937

A PIONEER WOMAN SFEAKS UP

Mrse. William S. Woodbridge, well-known for her leading role in social affairs of
the city, reminisces

"ihile the experiences of the early days could be considered a hardship for the
men it was ten times more ennoying to women. The hardships of housekeeping, for
instence and home meking, keeping the home tidy and comfortable, not to say ettractive,
were much greater then any hardships the men were called upon to endure.

"The first year or two, there wes no mirror at the head of the lakes. Those who
were fortunate enough to have a new tin boiler, or new tin dishes could get along very
well. One of the early settlers has told me that he had frequently seen the women

¢
combing and arranging their hair by their reflection in the wash boiler or dish pexn.
Ribbons, perfumes and fancy articles were wholly unkmown.

"An old settler who came with his femily told me 'Our whole outfit comprised a

feather bed and a lunch basket in which were a knife, fork and two small chine dishes.

I also bought a single mattress and e pair of blankets in Cleveland on my way to Duluth.

We built our bedsteads out of green tamerack poles peeled, using the bark for ropes to

hold it together and mede & table of two boards which were found floating in the Bay.

Bed clothing consisted of Indian blankets and moccasins answered for shoes, while
curtains, carpets and upholstered furniture were unknown.!'"

Williem S. Woodbridge and his bride, the former Miss Frances A. Poole, from
Auburndele, Mass., came to Duluth in 1870, where Mr. W. entered the paper and stationary
business. He was effilieted with the Duluth Peper and Stationary Co. (still in existence
under the neme Duluth Peper end Specialties Co.) since August 1, 1870, and beceme
president of the firm in 1896.

In 1878 Woodbridge started The Lake Superior News, a weekly paper, which was

published in Duluth until 1886, when it became The Daily News, and later the Duluth News-

Tribune.




SOURCES OF MATERIAL:

0ld Reil Fence Cormers, published 1914 at Austin, Mimn., compiled by The Book Committee
of the Daughters of the American Revoluticn. Page 320.

The Book of Minnesotens, Vol. I., p. 565; edited by Albert Nelson Iarqu_ns, published
1907 by A.N. Marquis & Company, Chicago.




Duluth,
ober

Nt
vecT

Harry

in Oneida Count: s
in U OUIlT]

born

T er of Blackrock
Wheele 01 LLlacCXIrocCi,

P o s
LONle

e | $ b == = ol 1. k| vty sl mads 2 ) T Ame
patriot by practice had carrie musket in the Home

last year of the Revoluti

father's

AR Ld

home.

&)

Chicago, with

w.lLil

1
a pacKx

where the lea

ralena,

met Sarah Caroli

on Nove 25, 1847 Mi

of Mayflower

moved to I

eens

hen

wilCT Ll

by

a that plied between

Later he became an

of E. Fe Ely, he traveled from St. Paul

rcequesvw

cnce

across

Sault and then by boat to lladeline Island

ipbuilder

y h1s) 37

Minnesota

4 r"nr'
3, 1937

= B i o
i wpooner

by
o

-
Guard

TS R
starced

walked across the

-y . P
ecured work

as a

Jrewster

to Head of the lLakes

the

he townsite of

months before




Typed Bede
Jk

b | A
Oy 4£ie

Superior in an open

s by taking th

fram

of the earl

Henry W, Wheeler, pioneer

first sawmi

wyfront)

™
D

10rts Point

amed the towm Oneota after the

h g o
—J

fter

birthplace,

the town of Oneota. He

Paul in 1855

o

& T 2
Ste Louis

¥ .
TS 1

9, under a charter, he brought the tug Amethyst

his tug was wrecked near Beaver Bay at Ch

Lakes, i

He took his two sons and a neighbor there the

planks, repaired the broken pipes and brought

powerI .

il
sceam

w
We

o

Henry owned half interest in the dredge

contract for hauling rock used in comstruct

He owned lots on Minnesota Point and tried to pro

W, was a charter member of the Second Presbyteri:

Henry

elders for years. le ass ) 1 the organization of

Church at West Duluth,

He was a director of Manufeacturers' bank of

Cour

1corporators.

fell

e logs

¢ house on the

one of the few

tradesmen when

=]

'th e

1dian name

was one of
Duluthe
t 5 ;n

or

e
lb;yg

here, the first

rl1ls

owing spring,

the tug

in under

Oneniota

at the

—,'{ ar

remaining

meaning

SuUpervisors,

The Wheelers were

Head

the

hewed out ribs,

ovm

canal, and had the

ipyard here

and was

the Westminster

Presb

one of

"“GI‘.L&I}.

Duluth and director and




by ..\.'\. .E . Jl

» Duluth

Imperial Mi

Mill located on

early presidents of th

01ld Settle

During the

hard tim

the lManufact rs?' bank in

and
Lc

3 g gy . e
lands dovmtovm porperty &

For more than 50 years Henry
raised nine of their 10 children

Merritt, born April

Julia

-

white child born within the

John James Wheeler, explorer and

engineer,

married Jennie Clinch; had 2
Duane Yheeler, civil engineer

daughter of

hildrenes

Wheeler, born Aug.

was

born

Wheelerts life

11 wood for e

he became

cw‘\ £in

Points wes

He was one of tI

inveolved as indorser on the 1

forced to

on

28, 1902

02, married

Merritt (son

had four children.

probably

eer, born July 19, 1¢

OV e

11, 1864,

born Merch 2, 1863,

died August
hildren.

grci




ana

906, when he wr

A +17 Aadq 2 Wa ad e s
d (athletic), in West Duluth neamed

“




Duluth, Minn.

Topic: Early Settlements (F.C.) 230
Submitted By: Delia Swanson

Number of Words:

EARLY PIONEERS

Christian Wieland, surveyor and civil engineer,

came to the Head of the Lakes in 1853, and laid out the trail from Beaver Bay

to Lake Vermilion. His 4 brothers, Henry, Ernest, Albert, and August sold their

tammery business at Perrysburg, Ohio, and moved their families to Beaver Bay in
1856. From 1860 to 1883 thoy cut lumber at their mill in Beaver Bay end delivered

it at Lake ports in their sailing vessel.

In 1878 Ernest Wieland severed his connections
with the lumber industry and opened a tannery on the S.E. commer of Lake Ave.,
and Morse St., Diluth. The panic of 1893 and the unfair discrimindtion in rail-
road rates forced this firm out of business. This was the only attempt to

establish a tannery at the Head of the Lakes.
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MRS . LAURA STACKLIE

-

Mrs. Laura Stacklie was born in Namsos,
Norway, thirty miles north of Trondhjem. In 1888, she came alone to Thompson,
linnesota, where her father had preceded her. She reached New York via the
Inman Steamship Line and came by rail to Chicago, then to Saint Paul, and from
thence directly to Thompson. She recalls that many names were written on the

walls of the Saint Paul railroad station, inseribed there by immigrants giving

their origin and destination.

Thompson at that time was a lumbering
towm. lirs. Stacklie remembers that she saw huge piles of logs and sawn lumber.

At the station, she was met by a young man, lr. Stacklie, who later became her

second husband. Her father had delegated him to meet her, since he was busily

occupied far out in the woods.

'

She stayed in Thompson but a short time
and leter came to Duluth. For awhile she was employed as a maid in the home of
Captain Hector, who was a Norwegian. (Captain Hector®s wife was of the Shistad
family, who were also Norwegian., Mr. Shistad, the father of Mrs. Hector, mysteri-
ously disappeared while he and a Ifir. Zimmerman, another Norwegian, were out fishing
on the lake. lire Zimmerman maintained that he fell asleep and, upon awekening,

learned that Mr, Shistad was gone . No other explanation was ever given.)

Mrs. Stacklie recalls that Scandinavisn

giris were in demand as maids because of their dependability. She maintains that




Irs. Laura Stacklis
Page <.

the majority of Norwegians were enabled to come to this country only because of the
willingness of the steamship agents to advance the immigrant*s tickets, the monies

for which were paid later when the immigrants had found employment in the United States.
S0 dependable and honest were they that no difficulties arose in the collection of

this money, though evasions must have been easy enough because of the unsettled

conditions in the country.

She tells an interesting story of her
experience in New York‘city. After the immigrants got off the boat, they were
met by a Swede who invited them to his place of business. In the light of later
experience, lMrs. Stacklie knows that this was a saloon. They were asked to order
a meal. Most of the immigrants, however, did not do so; for they carried their
own food, of which "kn#ckebrid" wa.s the prineipal item. Although the majority
were in no way indebted to their host, upon their leaving, he demanded that each
one pay him fifty cents. lost of the immigrants were so frightened that they
unhesgitatingly paid. Being at that time unacquainted with American money, lirs.
Stacklie relates that to this day she does not recall how much she paid. One
Swede, however, flatly refused to pay; and he and his host resorted to a figt-fight.
This resulted in someone'’s breaking open a door, which furnished the immigrants®
means of exit. Outside stood a vehicle which got them to the waiting train just
in time. Evidently, this was an arrangement between the saloon-keeper and the

conveyor, of whatever nature, to fleece the “ereenhorns."

Mrs. Stacklie states that, in the early

days, the Norwegians entertained ome another in their Duluth homes. They also

had an organization called "Tdun." (See article on same by Gertrude Anderson.)

Later, lirs. Stacklie's mother and grand -

mother joined the father and daughter here,
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“MARINE PERSONALTRIES
Capt. A« B. Wolvin

Captain A, B. WOIVin’(Vé);:n in ClaVela.nd,

hich his father, Captein B, S.
Welvin, was master, thus bringing him iw cowtact with the Great Lakes shipping. | (,.,.,UL«-V\

s L,,Ll_;..r.‘mmn'l‘?
In 1879, he was Gapt&h&—-e%ﬁhegﬁq;imer Anneg, Smrt.h, sailingto Duluth, 8885 he_

o Bl P ¥<.

topped sailing, located in Duluth, formed a partmnership \!ith the late Captain F. N.
LaSalle, and engaged in the vessel business. Then, in 1901, when the United States
Steel Corporation was formed, Captain Wolvin was made vice-president and general
manager of the Pittsburgh Steamship Company, which took over a combined fleet of

116 steamers and barges, including several boats of the Wolvin Line. Captain Wolvin
was the first menager of this company and was instrumemtal in bringing the general
offices to Duluth. This position he held for four years. In 1903, he bought the
old West Duluth Blast Furnace, together with 140 acres of ground, and named it the

Zenith Furnace Company,

Captain Wolvin remained the head of
the company until 1912, From 1898 to 1912, Captain Wolvin was also president of

the Superior Ship=building Company, succeeding the late Captain Alexander McDougall;

Captain Wolvin began his career as

cabin boy on the steamsr City of Rome, on the Great Lakes; and, at 22 years of age,




Marine Personalities
3 Pago 2.
he was master of that vessel, He was destined to become one of the most distinguished figures
of the lakes' maritime community, and one of the moet valuable to the coarse cargo division
of the lakes' transportation industry. Captain Wolvin was a pioneer in greatly increasing

the size of lake cargo ships, and of radically improving the type of comstruction.

Prior to 1895, the maximum size of lake ships engaged in the
coarge cargo trade was about 300 feet. During the following decade, Captain Wolvin advanced
the size of such vessels to 560 feet, The size of modern lake carriers was subsequently

standardized at 600 feet,

—

Captain Wolvin first pioneered the rapid advance in the \
size of lake ships, and then introduced a new type of construction. He conceived the plan \

\
\
\

of eliminating stanchions and introducing girders and arches to support the deck and sides.
This plan left the emtire hold free for the use of cargo and the operation of unloading
equipment, and was first introduced in the steamer Augustus B, Wolvin in 1904, Her size is
560 feet length, 56 beam, and 32 feet of depth. There are 33 hatches, spaced with 12-foot

centers.

When Captain Wolvin quit the lakes as a vessel master,

he became a vessel broker in Duluth; and, later, agemt of the Western Transit Company.

In 1901, he became vice-president and general manager of

the Pittaburgh Steamship Compeny, vessel division of the United States Steel Corporation.
A few years later he organized (and was presidemt of) the Zenith Furnace Company, now one

of the principal units of the Interlake Iron Corporation.

Captain Violvin became a dominent factor in a line of

ships plying the Gulf of Mexico from Texas ports to South American - a fruit line.
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He was conspicuous in the Buite and Superior Mining Company, with

mines at Butte, Montana, which was a successful enterprise.

He designed (and supervised) the construction of the Wolvin

Building in Duluth, now owned by the United States Steel Corporation.
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Mihen the gas and water company was convinced that the city

meant business, t vater mains and supply pipes would be

patrons supplied with pure water instead of sewage, it lmew that its time had come and

het this movement sounded the death kmell of its activities in Duluthe Accordingly

a movement was made on the part of its officers to induce the city to purchase its plant,
and with that object in wview, it made a proposition to the city council to sell its

for something over two million dollars,. Citizens, who had looked into the

matter, knew that this was simply an attempt to put onto the city an old and worthless
plant et three times its value and opposition was immediately arousedes The gas and
water company, however, was strong enough to get the council to call an election to vote
upon the propositions A campaign of opposition was made by leading citizens and issue
was joined with those who for personal, political and financial reasons supported the
proposition of the gas and water company.

"The newspapers were full of articles upon this controversye A large amount of

money was used by the gas and water company, and newspapers generally supported its side
of the fight. A proposition was made that the subject be discussed in a public debate
and I was approached with a request that I take part as one of the disputants against
the purchase of the plant I consented with the understanding that the newspapers in
publishing the account of the debate, publish exactly what was said by each disputant
and nothing else regarding

"There were choser ke pe i ki sbate Ss Ds Allen, S, T, Harrison and
myself as opposing the proposition of purchase, a nd as favoring the purchase T. Je Davis,

Colonel E. Ce Gridley, and Colonel A, A, Harris were chosen.

"The debate took place in the old Temple Opera House, which was afterwards burned

dovwne The papers the next morning were true to their promise, and published wverbatum
accounts only of the debate. The proposition went to a vote of the people and was
overwhelmingly defeateds As time went on and the city continued its work of construct-

ing a water plant, the g vaver company became more and more tious to sell to

the city its plant, and with that object in view, it submitted to the city council another
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proposition, reducing the price that it was purposed the city should pay severel
hundred thousand dollars, An election was called upon this second proposition and
it too was rejected.

"After both sides had become weary of the long and continued fight the citizens
made to the gas and water company a proposition to purchase both the gas and water

*

plants of that corporation for a million, one hundred thousand dollars The proposition

1
{

was accepted end on being submitted to a vote of the people at an election, called for

the purpose, was ratified by en overwhelming majority.

5

"Thus the city became possessed of a water and a gas plant. One of the problems

that confronted the authorities at the outset was as to how these plants should be
managed and operated. It was finally decided to create a board to be composed of five
business men, who should serve without pay, the members to be appointed by the Mayor,
and the board to be known as the Board of Water and Light Commissionerss
"Into the hands of this board was given the entire management of the gas and water
plants of the ecity. The first board appointed employed L. Ne Case of Detroit, Michigan,
as manager, and for some twelve years thereafter lir. Case was the managing head of the
epartment. He had had charge of the Detroit water works for years and was thoroughly
femilier wif weter works business, [Irom the time that lir, Case ‘took charge of
the Duluth plant, he together with the board, set out to build and plan foor the future,
"Mr. Case was never really appreciated by the rank and file of the people. He was
a most valuable man for the community in the position assigned hime. It was under his
management that - water and light departments of the city were built up from crude
possibilities to successful business enterprises, furnishing the inhabitants of Dulut
with pure water and excellent gas at a low cost and at the same time by their earnings
giving the city a financial strength that was pointed to with pride.
"But Mre Case had been a Major in the army during the war of the Rebellion. He
plinerian and wanted every thing done in 8 s and orderly waye

s did not suit the patrons of the department who were loose in their habits. More

ion was occasioned and the rank and file became somewhat dissatisfied with
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Duluth, Minn. et

George R. Stuntz

Submitted By: Harry O. Spooner
Qctober 1, 1.}57 Por e

George Riley Stunt z13es gorn em—BPee+3H 1820, in Albien, Erie Counbyy Pennsylvania.

was the 5th of 9 children. His father wes the Rev. George Stuntz.

hool as m ] v vears of age; then
George R. went to common school as weh as he could, until 18 yes ges

i i G i hi ‘ ' ] ~year course
1ded Crend River Institute, Grand River, Ohio, where he completed & 2=y

methematics, and engineering.

wen\ to St. Louis, Missouri, in 1842, where he taught a term ol school and then

< il .ty LA we. i 4 Later thet
engaged 1 "oxeman" in a surveying crew working in Iowa in 1843. t

i 1 Ged Treasurer of the
year he d County, Wisconsin, where ne acted as Deputy Ilreasurer

county. From 1845 to\ 1848 he was engaged in surveying 10 townships along the Sts Croix

River. In 1850 he was elected Sheriff of Grant County; and in 1851 did some surveyinb

L

in central ‘-’:“iscmﬁn along dhe north side of the Fox Rlver. 5% 'Hg wm M &‘r

YonaK tams BN optaniny At B
In June, 1852, he ceme %o tha Head of the Lame At T,hat ‘time "there was nothing}

in either Duluth or Superior. George was a tall, young man, who visioned a preat

future settlement here. He received sn importent commission from Geo. Be Sargent, w

then the U.S. Government surveyor general of the district embracing Iowa, ‘.".‘isconsin,‘*o;‘&‘q
s
and Minnesota, to run and mark the land lines of certain townships at the Head of the

Lakes. He was directed to run and mark the land line of Northern Mimmesota end

Q/g-r’(,»"

Wisconsing From the first repids in the Ste Louis River elene the Indien village,
according to Nicollet's map, thence due south to the main brench of the St. Croix River.

't Fond du Lac he stored his goods in the warehouse, and sought out the Indian chief to

inquire as to the location of the first rapids in the St. Louis River. The chief Iinformed
him they were opposite the trading post end warehouse. The river was high and Stuntz
could see no repids, so He paddled his canoce upstream until the rushing current made
further progress impossible, here he decided were the 1lst rapids. The "high water"

£

of the river gave Wisconsin an extra ribbon of dense pine forest about

mile wide. He set his first post on a high bluff a quarber mile

The boundary line was surveyed between October 20 and November

o make his governmental report to lMr. Sargent, in Davenport, Iown.
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Tn the spring of 1853 he completed subdividing the ranges and townships near
Superior. During the seme year he built a residence at the south end of lMinnesota Point,
under a treaty license before the territory was sold to the govermment. Later he built
g dock and warehouse near his home.

At that time there were only missionaries ox license traders in the trect, as it
belonged to the original Indien territory.

He sttended the treaty council et the time the Indiens sold this part of the country
to the government. There were 5,000 Indiens present with their chiefs and it was the
biggest assemblage of Indiens ever held at the Head of the Lakes. The treaty became
law in January, 18566.

During 1853 the U.S. government built a brick lighthouse near Stuntz's trading

post. R.H. Barrett, a clerk employed at the Stumtz post, was the first lighthouse

keeper here. (Two-thirds of this lighthouse remains near the Superior Entry. This tower

has served as a point of departure for all the goverrment lend surveys in this regione)
Late in the fall of 1853, he bought 3 yoke of oxen and 2 cows at St. Croix Falls. He had
to cut a path thirty miles through the dense forest to get his cart and cattle through
to Iron River. When he reached Superior, he found a small settlement of log cabins.

The settlers were eager to get to the U.S. land office, at Hudson, Wisconsin.

They decided to cut a road through the forest from 0ld Superior to the nearest
cemp on the 8t. Croix River. Stuntz volunteered his services and furnished 2 barrels of
flour, provisions, a pony, and a dog teem to carry the provisions for 17 men.

The road was completed in 20 days, when the snow was 2 feet deep. When the cut was
completed, he built a mill on the Iron River and employed a man to menage it, while he
went to his trading post on Minnescte Foint.

About this time (1854), he carriedsome vegetable seed from Taylor Falls; Stuntz
end Mr. Zachau planted this seed on the banks of the Nemadji River; the first vegetables
planted here. It marked the beginning of the agricultural development of this region.

In 1855~-56 he carried on a forwarding and commission business under the name of G.

Re Stuntz end Cos AL the time Stuntz's dock on Minnesota Foint wes the only lending

place for passengers end freight from steemboet and seiling wvessels destined for Superior,




Be
Stuntz held large tracts of land in Douglas end Bayfield Counties, so he. went- $o

-

ledison to witness the proceedings of a special session of the

T

Wisconsin Legisletures

Tt propesed to dispose of land grents to aid in building a railroad between St

and Superior. The governor, who was also president of the St. Croix and Superior
Reilroed, was inberested in thet project. But the Milweukee end La Crosse Railroad Coe
beceme possessor of the entire land granmt. BSo the St oix and Superior Rallrcad, was
unable to build a line between Superior and St. Croix.

Then Stuntz end some other Head of the lakes sebttlers begen to casider the chances
for a comnection with St. Paul. The first move necessary was to obtain a land grant

2 Q e

to aid in the consbruction of a railroad from Lake Superior to St. Faul.

"

Cormodore H. Saxton and Thomas Clarke were the principels in getting necessary

gislation. a.nd as eng mcers\, Clarke examined and surveyed the route, while Saxton

M . - .
acting as camissery spemt between 2 and years in getting the charter for the Leke

Superior nnc"x Mississippi River Reilroad. The road was commenced in 1867. Although
the reilroed sterted to build at St. Paul, in violation of its charter, the growth of
Duluth sterted with the early construction.

On an exploration trip to the Vermilion Leke region in 1863, Stuntz discovered
iron ore deposits.

Again in 1865 he went up to the Vermilion range with e party of gold prospectors to

£ i

search for gold. They failed to find gold, but Stuntz foumd meny indications of iron

ore end quertz. He was also the first white men to explore the Mesabi Renge for minerals.

Stuntz came to live permamently in Duluth in 1869 and took a keen interest in the
settlement.

Stumtz went to New York City in Jan. 1869, end inlerviewed Gen. Geo. B. Sargent,
formerly Surveyor-General, under whom he had served as a surveyor.

He called Sargent's attention to the wee the country tributery to Duluth;
the mineral resources, the as yet undeveloped timber tracts, the grain-producing
qualities of the land for 1,000 miles to the west, the unlimited fish supply in Leake

Superior end the 10,000 interior lakes, end the meny lend grent opportunities.
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After investigeting these matters for several weeks, General Sargent said to

Stuntz,

"{f T had interests up there I would be inclined to go up to Duluth and give it a

stert for a few years."

To which Stuntz replied, "I will make j ; sted. I will sell you 40 lots in

upper end lower Duluth for $1,000."
Sargent accepted and Stun%—; made out a deed.
S

Later that year, Stuntz had occasion to visit Washington, D.C. on business with the
1end office. Here he met Gen. Sergent, who accompanied him as far as Fhiladelphia and
here he met Momtgomery, ean agent who hed just returned from Duluth where he examined
the slete formation on the St. Louis River above Themson.

Montgomery informed Stuntz that a men in the oity wented to meet Stuntz. So as
they walked over to Jay Cooke's bank,~ Montgomery informed him that Cocke had been
solicited to raise funds to complete the Leke Superior and Mississippi River Railroad,
or in other words to float bonds to liquidate the indebtedness and raise money to complete
the railroad.

After being introduced, Cooke said to Stuntz, "] understend that you are a surveyor
and acquainted with the coumtry between Duluth end St. Faul. I 'am told thaet the road
hes & grant of 10 sections to the mile from the govermment and I want to know whet is
the present end prospective value of this grent?"

In reply Stuntz told Cooke, " T have been over the route for several years and the
country was well watered with dureble spring water, streams and numerous lekeg=—=="3
end he continued with an enlightening geological description of the land, which was
favorably impressive.

A few weeks leter Cooke megotisted the bonds, and Sergent agreed to go to Duluth.

He arrived here in May, 1869, and brought funds furnished by E.W. Clarke & Cos., benkers
in Philadelphia, end by Jay Cooke & Co., to build the Clarke House, Bay View House, end
the Episcopal Church.
On Mey 15, 1869, Stumbz leid off the lot in a dense cedar and fir forest; where
P et

the Clarke House wes to be built. In some places the snow was 2 feel deep.

e ]

Gen. Warren of the U.Se. Engineers Dep't. offered Stuntz & local position on June




1, 1869. As captain, Stuntz was ellowed to expend $10,000

in ')TOV‘LI 18 the 1 1 ) SHTVEJ:’GC‘L the year

previous

obtained from G & foe six weeks of worke

supervised 15 to 18 men, 2 teams and wagons. They
L 2 o W

sumer, a distence of

Country accessible by team in winter

in the mines of that region.

ailway end land

woman, Mery Je Pugsley in Sept., 1872,

In 1870 Jay Cooke tried to float $30,000,000 of Northern

uececeesd feo to rai I vy enough'to secure the

personally securing © Eyanle a5 terest in gold.
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On Dec. 2, 1884, before the Mimmesota Academy of Natural Sciences, Stuntz
paper "Evidences of Early Men in N 1eastern Minnesobaw"

He was elected president of tl )1d Sett sociation ab

5 Hotel in Superior, Wisconsin on June
of St. Louis County surveyor for several termse.

The honor of being the first settler et the Head of the Lakes must presumably go
to Stuntz, as he ceame here 1852 and sebtled on Minnesota Point in 1863. He came to
live permenently in Duluth in 1869 and resided here

George R. Stumtz died at the Red Cross Hospital, in Ve Duluth, Mimmesota, Octe

3, 1902, ot the age of 82 years : became weelthy by the importent discoveriés
and veluable information voluntarily supplied by him; yet he died a poor man and was
buried in an ummarked grave. George Riley Stuntz was buried in Oneota Cemetery in the
western part 1 * Duluth. His grave, Grave A 191, Block 3 L, is unmerked
and coused considerable agitatb: nd inquiry concerning the correct location of the
burial place. Here, or Litchfield, where his eldest brother's son, George
Stuntz, was buried.

G.R. Stuntz has probably surveyed more govermment lend than any other men of his

time, as he was engaged in that business for more than fifty active years.
His surveys have covered principally the previously unknown parts of north
soba and Wisconsin.
s an explorer Stuntz will always stand out prominently emong the pioneers of
region, for it was he who was responsible for the opening of the original trail
Vermilion Renge.

i

mtz is usually credited as the first man to discover Iron Ore on the Vermilion.

Several years before xth he made the statement that N.A. Fosey, the s

trader, was the first white man who kmew that iron existed on the Vermilion Renge.
Throughout his life Stuntz was a man of i gr i 1 honesty. As a fearless
pioneer he performed his duties s1fishly and modestlye.
Stuntz Township and Stuntz Bay on Vermilion Lake were nemed for him.

lhe Hibbing First Settlers Associetion, the people of Hibbing, and the towmn of

Stuntz, erected a monument to the man who surveyed and
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an importent part in its earliest pioneer life. One massive piece of grayish black

S

~renite, sevan feet high and four feet squere, wiighing over 11 tons,was donated by the
Arrowhead Granite Co. and teken from the Cook Quarry. The sbone shaft was erected at

the intersection of the Duluth, Keewabtin end First Avenue road. Stuntz M

ar ' . ' - > ar . s 5 AL
Monument was dedicated on May 30, 1935, Memorial Dey Services. A large crowd wers

present to honor Stumtz, and importent personages delivered fitting addresses.

MONUMENT INSCRIFTION OF GEORGE R. STUNTZ

e e e e B

Born Penn., 1820; died Duluth, 1902.

1st permenent settler. In 1852 resided emd traded on Mimmesota Foint. Government |
surveyor. Discovered iron ore before 1870 on Vermilion, Discovery of lMissebe range
followed in 1890.

Built Vermilion Trail. Died poor, heving led menj to riches. Forest ranger,

ferryman, canoeist, guide, interpreter, observer, essayist, discoverer.

This township, which includes Hibbing, was nemed for him.
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Duluth, Mir 1eso+a
EBarly Shipping

Clevton A, Videen
October 6, 1937

MARINE DISASTERS ON LAKE SUPERICR (ADD)

One of the worst tragedies of t Great Lakes in 1892 was the wreck of the
o

Western Reserve, a steel ship of 2,39 15, bound for Two Harbors. She was

caught in & fierce geale about €0 miles above Whitefish Point and went down; 6

assengers and a crew of 25 were drownedes The only survivor was He W
by Capte Edward Veyer. Temporary
was sought behind Whitefish Point, but thinking his ship able to proceed through
the heavy weather, the skipper ordered her under waye She broke in two about
9:00 o'clock in the evening and began to fill rapidlye Two yawls, one wooden
end the other metallic, went down, loaded with passengers and crewe. The metallic

_L

id not go down immediately, but weathered the storm until seven in the morn-

About 12 miles from life saving station 72, she capsized and all abomrd,
with the exception of Stewart, were drowned. The wheelsman was a good .swinmer
and finally reached shore The di ter occurred on Auge. 30the On Septe 17,
the steambarge Vienne sank in fethoms of water after a collision off Whitefi
Point; all hands

steamer MNis e foundered off Caribou Islend after having broken her
eft in a heavy southwest gale; the crew was safe in reaching land with

-
1

boats, but the country was quite uninhabited an was several days before they
came upon & settlement,
he steamer Servia, downbound from Duluth with & cargo of corn, caught fire
nd burned about 30 miles west of Whitefish Pointe The crew fought the fire for
nine hours, but all the efforts to save the ship failed, so they sbandoned hers
The steamer Hudson left Houghton, Mich., on Septe 16th with 22,500 bushels

of wheet and 69,000 bushels of flax, >he was bullt in 1888 and ovmed by the
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Western Transit Companye S She was built of steel, was 288 feet long, had a 4l1=-
foot beem, end was 23 feet deepe She was commended by Capte Ae Jo NcDonalde
When the steamer Nicol passed her on Monday morning, the Hudson's decks were
awash and her pd%s were working to capacitye. <The skipper of the Nicol was busy
keeping his own ship on her course, and he thought another vessel, the steamer
Gilchrist, had rescued the hudson‘s Crews But no one rescued the distressed
sailors, and the ship foundered with 24 hands aboard, The body of the wheels-
men later was recovered. <The ship was valued at $200,000,

On the night of Septs. 20th, the steem barge Fedora was burned to the water's
edge when a lamp exploded in the engine roome The fire spread before there was

|8
-

time to man the pumps, and as the ship was going full speed aheed with no possi-
k el g (=] L
bility of going down into the engine room, she had to be beached before the life
- T ,,
boats could be launcheds The crew reached BayTield sefelye. +he barge left

Duluth light, bound for Ashlend to take on iron oree The Fedora was a wooden

boat, built at West Bay City, Michs., in 1899; sle was 282 feet long, had a 41-

F

foot beam and was 20 feet deep. She was commanded by Capte Fe Ae Fricke

The steamer Drake, with the schooner Michigen in tow, were both lost off
Vermilion Point, Lake Superior, early in October, in a 5b=mile gale eccompenied
by rain and snowe Vhen the situation became serious, the crew on the schooner
sought refuge aboard the Drakes, However, the Drake lost her smokesteack while
she was effecting the rescue, and her decks end cabin were staved in. The
Schooner Michigan was ebeandoned. The steamer Drake was leaking badly and wes
flying distress signals when sighted by the steamer Northern wave, which rescued
part of the crew, while other members of the crew were rescued by the Crescent
Citye The Drake was 201 feet long, and a vessel of 1,102 tons; the schooner
Michigan had a gross tonnage of 1056 end was 813 feel longe

On June 7, the whaleback Thomas Wilson was rammed by the steamer George Ce

Headley, 7/@ of a mile from the end of the Duluth Ship Canal piers, with a loss

of nine men aboard the unfortunate whaleback, The Wilson was downbound with a
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cargo of iron ore, while the Hadley was coming inwith a load of .coals Both
ships were sailing & normal course, the Hadley being north of the Wilsone Orders
had been received to put the Hadley in et a Superior coal dock, and & tug was
dispatched to relay this informations Upon receiving the orders, the captain

of the Hadley sounded his warning whistle and ordered his wheelsman to turn the
vessel hard aport, that is, to the left and south. The maneuvers were executed
so gquickly that the Wilson could neither turn, speed up, nor slow downe She was
ramned hard emidships, and it was only e matter ofa few shert minutes before the
luckless whaleback, a greet hole in her side, plunged bow forward inte 70 feet of
water, carrying nine members of the crew to their deathe Eleven leaped into the

water and escaped, being picked up by the tug which had delivered the fateful

i). 2 n H o . . =
orders tothe "adley. The adley herself was badly injured, a geping hole let

in weter. She was sinking rapidly as she made full speed ahead for porte The
ten minutes or so she had spent stationary after crashing the Wilson was too longs
She was sinking too rapidly to be brought through the Duluth Ship Canal, so she
was beached just south of the pierse The Wilson, built in Superior in 1892, with
& burden of 1,713 gross tons, was 308 feet long, and had a beam of 38 feets The
steamer Hadley was built in Bay City in 1888, had a burden of 2,073 gross tons,
wes 288 Peet long, end had a 40-foot beam, A few days later the steamer Fitch
carried eway the spar of the sunken vessels The spar,vhich was the only merker
visible to show where the Wilson went down, stuck out ten feet above the weters
The occurrence of this mishap is & remarkable colncidence, as it took place in
exactly the same manmer as the sinking of the Wilson, which had occurred a few
days befores The Fitch was sailing the seme course as the Hadley; she received
the same orders from the same tuge She ported her helm, just as the Hadley had
done, passed over the spot where the Wilson lay, end snapped the mast of the sunken
whalebacke Though an equal number of men lost their lives in this disaster as

the Nataafa catestrophe, the latter has received more publicity because it probably
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was more dramatice

The tug Record, owned by the Union Towing and Wrecking Coe., was remmed and
sunk early on the morning of Nov. 7th by the steamer Bransford at an ore dock
in Alloueze The tug was lying et the north end of the pier when the steamer came
UPe It wes rermed hard just abaft the pilot houses The crew wes rescued, and
the only cesualty sustained wes that of a fireman, who was scalded when a steam
pipe burst; he later died of his injury. This was the third time in 14 years
the Record had figured in major mishapse Once it was sunk in the canal and ‘two
men were drowned; another time it sank near the Peavey elevator and 1 man lost
his life.

The steamer Robert Wallace went down in 300 feet of water on Nove. 18th near
Two Harbors when the stern pipe broke and water poured into the holde The crew
immediately took to the life boats and rowed to the schooner Ashlend, which the
Wallace had in tow. Built in 1882, the burden of the steamer was 1,189 tonse
Heving no motive power, the schooner burned distress signals. The tug Edne G
came to the rescue and the schooner was towed into port with both crews safely
eboard, A strange feature of this disaster was the floating wreckage. Captain
Howard of the steamer Argo came upon the pilot house and other parts of the super-
structure eerly in the morning, and the appearance of the wreckage led him %o
believe that the Wallace had been remmed end cut in twos He stood by for an hour
or so, searching for survivorss It is believed that the suction caused within
the boat when it sank resulted in the breaking lcose of the pilot house and other
portions of the superstructure.

The steamer Bannockburn went down in a heavy storm on Lake Superior about
Nove 21st, and 22 lives were loste The disappearance of this ship is still a
mystery, snd little informatiom is aveilable on the disaster.

On Nove 29th, the Charles Hebard wes driven ashore at Point Mamainse and

1

literally pounded to pieces in a terrific gale on Lake Superior. At first it

o

appeared that the crew of 13 men and & woman cook had gone down with the shipe




Typed by AEsde

The survivors reported that the ship had run on the rocks in the storm, which

was accompenied by snow. All efforts to release the vessel failed, so two
officers, First late Burrell and Second NMate Jackson, offered to carry a line
ashore, Though shore was not far away, the sea was boiling between it and the
shipe The officers set out in a skiff; twice the furious waves tossed them back
against the ship; they started forth again, only to have their small craft capsize,
Luckily they were thrown inside the breakers and were eble to get ashore. 4
fisherman end his two sons ceme upon the scene and helped theofficers to pull in
the line, attached to a hauser. & "boatswaein's chair" was made by those on board,
and the erew hauled safely ashore,

The steam barge Belle P. Cross ran eground near the Gooseberry River dock in
the early morning of April 29th, Owvmed by Clow and Nicholson, she was one of the
best known steam barges on the Great Lakes at that times She was pounded to
bieces on the rocks, but the men merely had to step off the barge to shore and

was she beacheds The loss, which was not covered by insurance,
was about $14,000,

The steamer Ae A. Parker foundered 5 miles from Grand Marais, Miche, in a
southwest gale which swept Lake Superior on Sept, 19th, In view of the Grend
Mareis citizenry, the life saving crew drematically rescued all hends eboard the
foundering vessel. The Parker, carrying iron ore from Superior to Cleveland,
was 256 feet long, with a beam of 38 feets The loss was about $55,000,

The steamer Marquette sank near Ashland on Octe 15the This boat belenged

to the Gilchrist fleet, end it was the fifth Gilchrist vessel to be sunk or

wrecked in this season. The menner in which the lMarquette sanl

sinee herdly a ripple stirred the surface of the lake. Laden with iron ore,
she spreng a leak about midnight, and despite the frantic efforts of the crew
to save hery, she sank rapidly, bow first. Her end came so rapidly that four

members of her crew did not have time to climb into the life boats, so they jumped

into the cold waters of Lake Superior instead, There was a great roaring sound,
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like an explosion, and the air in the holds blasted through the decks, ripping

it to matchwoods Witnesses said that the masts were lifted at least 20 feet
into the air by the explosion., All hands were saved.

In attempting to seek shelter in Grend MNarais Harbor on Oct, 22nd, from a
50-mile gale on Leke Superior, the barge Saveland was strandede She was one of
the two barges in tow of the steamer Gettysburge The barge pounded her bottom,
and crashed back and forth ageinst the government pier, but the life saving crew

able to rescue the 6 men end a woman aboard the stricken barge.

The steamer Manhatten, which left Duluth with 76,000 bushels of wheat in

hold, was burned on the night of Octe 26th, neear Beacon Light, Grend Islend,

Lake Superior. Her crew was safely rescued by the tug Ward, The wheél chains

parted on the vess she went out of control, strending on a reef. As

lay helpless, a fire broke outs ©She was lightened by the fire and floated

the reef.s She floated about for ewhile with ing to guide her and then
grounded on Sand Point. The ceuse of the fire, which completely destroyed the
vessel and her cargo, was not determined. She belonged to the Gilchrist fleet,

The steamer Sauber wes wrecked off Whitefish Point on Octs 25th, after she
had sprung a leak and her boilers had burst, Nineteen members of the crew were
rescued by the crew aboard steamer Yales Not yet off the boat, Captain W. E.
Morse of the Sauber, was blown into the lake when the boilers explodede A line
was thrown to him but he wes too week to greb it, with the result that he was lost
in the wreckagee Robinson, an oiler, alsoc was lost. It is thought that he
fell between the Yale and the life boat when he missed a life line thrown to him,
The ship left Ashlend on Oct, 24th with a load of iron ores About nine o'clock

following morning (Sunday) the vessel s ng a leak, being at that time abreast
of Manitou Islande The crew manned the pumps and the craft proceeded on her

z8, but the water poured in faster than they were able to pump her oute Dis-

were set out, and the Yale responded to the Ss s call for aid,

with her until she founderedes When it was evident that she was going

LS
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Duluth, Minn.
Early Shipping
Clayton A. Videen
October 13, 193

MARINE DISASTERS ON LAKE SUFERIOR
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Tug Niagara, at this time one of the largest craft of her kind on the Great

wa.s pounded to pieces when the pilot struck Knife Island on June

1
¥
i

his course, but he did not take the

abion. The accident occurred about seven in the evening, in a heavv fog. The
o3 Y,

(=
struck hard, and sugmented by the wind and the waves, she was driven still fart

e

m

on the rocks. The ft blasted distress signals, end the crew and two

were rescued by the tug Edna G., by means of a life raft. During operati
women fell from the raft into the vy see, but she was saved by a member of the crew
before she was out of reach.

ssenger steamer Tionesta

southeast corner of Northern Fecific Dock #4, on the morning

-2
She was attempt to dock, when t
current turned her course. Th eam was not demaged, but the services
tug were required to loosen her from the hole she had ripped in -the dock.

m

The steamer Palmer was sunk in a collision on Lake Superior on Mey 16th. She

was struck between tanks Nos. 1 end 2, the blow almost cutting her in two. So rapidly
did she sink that the crew barely had time to board the steamer Harvard, the ship which
collided with the Palmer. The Harvard, too, was badly damaged, but she

keep afloat. The sailors did not even have time

the ship sank in 600 feet of water. She was insured for $100,000.

recounted by Leonard McNemaras, engineer aboard the unfortunate Palmer. MNclNemars was

asleep in his cabi Ehe tim Vhen the Palmer was struc!:)ho was thrown from his

bunk. He hastily tch one or two artic I clothing and rushed out on deck.

& il

ladder was run across from the Harvard, raced off the Palmer. The

Harvard, with all hands safe, backed away 1d Palmer sank in a few minutes, plunging

down bow first, the air t hold ripping [ her deck and houses.
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The schooner V.H. Ketchum burned off Perisien Island on September 16th,

~dl

members of her crew were drowned while trying to leave the bum

First

control schooner put in for shore

23 feet of 1e isls t mbers of the crew,
man cook, put out the life boat and prepared to row to the Nottingl

which hed teken the schooner in tow. The life boeat capsized and its occupents

thrown into the water. members of the crew

the crew, who c

FPeter White

have been wrecked on October 3lst.
south shore,
towed her into
eneral havoc wrought on Lake Superior and
light of the
accidents whick P > during that period, severa
On November 24th the wind was blowing 60 miles per hour and

'

pelme the gale

L1 ] S Vo) = - ) .y e o
L &,

the proportion
down to 66,
predicted for Novemk 2Tth The prediction
swept the entire upper
the Crescent City, one of the Pittsburgh

went on the rocks about one mile this side of the lLekewood pumpin

probably a 1l wreck now....Every member of the crew of 26 men escaped

eda

jured, although several received severe cuts and scratches

bettle that was raged with elements before the big craft

o
o

1e rocks and her engines ceased to thump.




wa.s

w.‘,,...:_

the boat

V.0

efford a

pec

1nm

he Crescent
Frenk
port,

see more than a few

A
au

or two,

th

Uil

have

o'clock the Crescent

to do

middle of

ght, she was pract

At Lalkewood, Jju

ade -

into the rocks. The

if they got

prec

or other

and

side

a

Il

linked wit

ice and

All the men re

it remeined upright

their unk

the chief engineer,
Company ,

Duluth

& Thid.

Fveninge
Evening

1y miracul

naturael landing
City

Rice realized 1

feet
but none of

e slightest

yached

but the tdkyhone operators W

Herald (newsp

f=t
=]

ous escape

1it in such 1

a

n drowned.

d-xr

agt

ast I1LENT

beyond the prow

them seemed to

idea whet

U

Cit

ty

plenty

et the mercy

few miles from

e ked

peams creea

=

ay with their

away

arious thet the men

o)

forme

his men T ook

»

satl

shore ely

and expecting her to

N

and the

walked

cempt appeearance, two

went Lo telephone

ere

aper), Nov.

/

for all of
WeLy

plece for

o
ol

Dcr an

of
Duluth ¥

0
alld

a natura
advantag
and
be
crew looked T

Lekeside.

the Dulu

‘act . that

side up \inst a rock

acniy
L»Q&

the crew, sane of them would

nenmbpers

n

terrii

ic and it was impossible to

e Q
Wwao

the craft The Crescent City encoumntered

the Cupbo" n

nd neither

be having any trouble

’

they

boats were.

and there was practica

to drift badly

trust to luveck. It boat had been out

of so:near shore and so

41 et o)
che Wilde.

larbor and safety, "the big boat crashed

the crew made preparsetions for leaving,

The waves were and the of

stop en instant to secure extra clothing

10T

5

was let down from 1

About midships

weelk t o

we,

¢ of ¥

they stood about for a few minutes watching

smashed to pieces in a seconds, but

or shelter. Some sought the Lekewood

back doors

After being repulsed

of

41
che

£
ACL

1 Agent

to let

them

in, so they

afraid

905.

D0
&y




to force to gain entrance. The

+the Lakeside residents feared the road would be crossed with

afraid to venture on it with thei > am tree ) haedn't been running

Te=

e sailors were obliged to walk. It was es

1= 4=1a

en hour at the time the Crescent City struck the r

tsburgh Steamship Company steamer Metesafe, while trying to enter Duluth

ol

Herbor this afternoon (Nov. 28th) at 0, collided with the north pier, and is now

grounding and bids fair to become a total wreck before night with the pounding the
74

giving her."
M. Nesmyth, is anchored out in the lake about & mile or
to be holding out against the tempest end waves. As they epproached the
entry the Nasmyth waes released from the towline in order to permit the Mateafa to try

m
™

to make the entry, and the Nasmyth cast anchor at once. The lataefa endeavored to

make the entry the seme as the Ellwood and the Fope had e few hours earlier, but the

lateral roll of the waves threw her to starboard, and she struck the north pier fairly
on the end and squarely with her nose which was battered in the collision.

"She veered to the south and turned, evidently trying to get free from both piers.
At one time she was broadside against the canal entry and the waves washed over her in

torrents and cataracts. It looked for a time as though she would clear the piers, but
her stern could not be cleared of the north pier and kept bumping into it. She also
seemed to be laboring forward, where she had hit the pier and wes evidently badly

injured. Finally, however, she worked around in a circle past the entrance of the

pier and over to the north side, whi is the side closest to the city. There she was

n

beached and began to g £ 1 ) They cast an anchor out to stern which seemed

to have the effect of foreing her nose up on the beach. TWhile lying in a broadside

NE.S t from stem to stern by each weave that rolled in. At times they

-

would splash, when they broke on her side, clear above her masts. ©She bids fair -

to pieces.ssssseeSome men were seen on her stern evidently watching the progress of

events, but no sign of life could be seen in the pilot house or any place forwarde...lt

seemed as though half the _population of Duluth wes on the pier's approach and on the

. - b o bt v oty o e e . oo oA s i . il s

Ibid.
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shore watching the giant freighter go to her doom......lMen and women gasped every tine
a wave broke over the doomed vessel and groans were heard when she seemed to shrink like
8 humen beingeee...As the Herald is going to press, the Nasmyth seems to be dragging her

4
"=

anchor and it is believed that in a few hours she will be on the beach also.
(The following account is taken from - next day's issue of the Duluth Evening

4

Herald): "Overcome by exhaustion and a long winter's night of exposure to the icy spray
and biting winds which swept over the .lake, nine members of the crew of the steemer
Mataafsa have met their death in the waters of Lake Superior. Fiftteen of their comrades
are now safe ashore and resting beneath piles of warm blenkets in an effort to recover
from the effects of the terrible experiences of the night. The nine men vho were drowned

were those who remained in the rear part of the vessel. All of those who were forward

et the time the boat struck and three wh n forward ing the afternoon were saved."
Those who were lost "were in the after part of the ship when it struck and
to get forwerd. The unknown firemen (one of the crew who was lost) was the men who

]

washed overboard in en effort to reach the forward part of the vessel,
gave up the attempt and returned to the stern.
"1Every wave that ceme along would sweep my feet out from under me," seid Byrne,
(one of the three to run from the after end to the bow of the vessel), 'I saw the firemen
go overboard but I could do nothing to save him. I had all I could do to keep from
oing overboard myself.!?

"The stern graduelly settled during s night, and the nine men who occupied it
were either drowned like rats in a hole or swept from the exposed parts by the waves.
The upper pert f the stern were exposed to the full action of the waves, which swept
over it completely, and humen flesh and blood could not withstend such exposuressssss
Several hundred people were present at 7:30 this morning (Nov.
saving crew launched its boat in the rolling waves and started

to rescue those who might be alive on board her. The crew had some little trouble in

,!

thc uoat because the waves ran very high, e

1ough, of course, not nearly e

Duluth Evening IHerald, November 29.




ent up from the watchers on
boat menaged to reach the stricken craftt, rowed over
and took on the survivors. Carriages were ready
shore, they were whisked to
The Captein's descripti in part 5 as follows: "tThere were 13 of us forward
and 12 were down the other end. ter three made their weay forwerd, making 16 in my
cabin., When we f t struck the pie vinging broedside, a huge roller carried awsy
one of our life boats. second wave carried awey the other boat, end
fe raft and tossed it overbosrd.  Otherwise, I would have tried,
and believe we could have gotten all hends ashor€ess.s.We
The doors end windows were swept out of my cebin early in the
5 coming into the room a night, freezing almost as it struck.

2

rllse We had no fire an thing to eabeseselie had

got the lines out to us, but we were so cold it was hard to

together, and after fruitless

hot lins. nete went aloft intending to tie th

however, and told him asten it to a ~oud.
so cold he could scarcely w as we would we couldn't

to working....Even before we reached the entrence (to the harbor)

ST

of th aves we 'reat that the steel bars
nearly

the men asterm should have run forward,

> members of the crew did manage to do it safelye.

&
o

Some fear was felt f the lMetasfa's tow, the barge Nasmyth, left anchored in the

rp

lake, off 16th Avenue East it she end her crew safely rode out the

however, the barge had d 'd _her anchor as far down . as 8th Averme East.

Ibid.
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Duluth Evening Herald (Wewspaper) 1904; Jume 6, 16,
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