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and this whole territory was

those first

peopled by the Dakota tribe.'
"iere the Dakotas: good farmers?" asked Bobby. "And do you think
y's farm at one time?"
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"Their homes were round, pointed tents, built of poles cut
from small trees, and covered with the skins of animals. These tents were
called 'tee-pees',s They had no doors er windows. All the cooking was done
over open fires in the middle of the teepee, and the smeke frem the fire
had to find its way out through & hole at the peak.”

"Could the Indians cook chicken like this?"™ asked Bobby, as he
held up a drum stick, partly eaten.

"Not thet kind of chicken, Bobby," said Hooty Owl. "But Mr. Indian

had some kinds of meat thet you dontt have, too. There was enough and to

spare, in those days, of many kinds of wild game, fer both food and clothing,

"The woods teemed with deer, caribou, bear, lynx, raccoon, wolf,
end various members of the cat family. The prairie section was alive with
grouse, prairie chicken, queil, and other game birds, as well as buffelo,
badger and fox. The sloughs and streams were filled with beaver, muskrat,
otter and mink. Great flocks of ducks, geese, cranes and swans hed their
feeding grounds on the uplands, and watering places for all of them were
plentiful.

"Yes, Mother Nature was very generous with her supply of food
and clothing for the Indians. And, although the Indian had no matches,
like you have, yet he knew how to make a fire. He did it by knocking
hard rocks together, or by twirling a stick in a notch in another sticke.
That's one trick, Bobby, thet your Boy Scouts of these days learned from
the Indians."

"But the Indians learned a lot more than that from the White men,
didn't they?" said Bobby, proudly.

"No doubt of that," said Hooty. "Because after many years of sole

possession of all this wonderful country, of which Wadena County is a part,
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the Indian finally had to make roam for the White man."

And here, the Wise 0ld Owl paused for & moment to preen his
feathers, and settle himself more comfortably, with his claws hooked over
the edge of the pienic table. He was then ready to tell his interested
young listeners the interesting story about

The Coming of the First White Men

"Who were the first White men to come to Wiadena County?" asked
Bobby. "Did Columbus discover Wadena County?"

"0, no, Bobby," said Hooty. "It was a great many years after

Columbus® time that the first White men came to this part of the country.

There has been discussion as to who were the first White men to reach this
far west. Some believe that those two Frenchmen, Radisson and Groseilliers,
were the first ones, but the records are not quite clear,

"There is one thing of which history is certain, however, and that
is, that in 1679, Daniel Greysolon DuLuth penetrated as far as Lake Mille
Lacs. And it is from this explorer that the present city of Duluth takes
its name."

"What was DuLuth looking for, Hooty?" asked Bobby. "Was he just
hunting geme for food and clothing?™

"No, I think not, Bobby," said the Owl. "DuLuth was one of
the first Frenchmen who came through here looking for a short cut to India,
the country that was supposed to contain such great wealth for everybodys
Back in those days, even the best educated people had strange ideas of
geography."

"Guess they didn't know how big Americea is, did they?" said Betty.

"Indeed they didn't," said Hooty. "And they didn't have any

idea what great wealth this country contained, either, until after they got
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here. But it didn't take them long to discover that it was the greatest
fur producing country in the world. And they lost no time in getting that

news back to France.

"Then things began to to happen. More Frenchmen began to came

in. Some hoping to gain great wealth for themselves iam the fur business;
some with the idea of adding more territory to the French Empire; and then
there were the Missionaries, who were anxious to make Christians of the
Indians they were told abouta"

"y goodness," exclaimed Betty. "Those first White men must have
had an awful hard time. Did they have to live just like the Indians did,
when they first came, I wonder?"

"0, no, Betty,"™ Hooty assured her, "those fellews had been given
some idea of what to expect out here, so they came prepared. They brought
a great many things with them that the Indians had never seen nor heard
of. Scme of these things were for their own comfort and welfare; but with
many of them they made some very good bargains with t he Indians, by trading
for animal pelts to send back East.”

"How could the White men talk with the Indians?" asked Bobbye.
"Didn't they speak a different language3"

"They surely did, Bobby," said Hooty Owl. "The Indians spoke a
good many different languages; that is, each Indian tribe had a language
of its om. And that's one of the very things that caused so much trouble
in those days. But they all had furs to trade; and those first White men
were pretty smart Frenchmen. It didn't take them long to make up & language
they could all understand well enough to do business."

"Bet they used a sign language, didn't they?" said Bobby.

"Yes, that's just what they did, at first," said Hooty Owl.
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"you see, there were a great many different tribes of Indians, each with a
different language, but these first White men were all French. So the wise

Frenchmen listened, and soon found & way to talk to ALL the Indians. They

didn't care how they talkeds All they wanted was those furse There were

ladies beck home demanding furs, and they didn't care where they came from,
or how they were obtained, either. Cost didn't mean a thing to them.
That's how there was so much money to be made in the fur business."

"Then I guess the ladies back home caused as much trouble as the
Indians did," said Bobby, with & mischievous grin at his sisters

"But not ALL of the first Frenchmen were traders for furs, were
they, Hooty?" asked Betiy.

"No, not all," said Hooty. "Some of them were lMissionaries, as
‘T told you. And then there were those adventurers and explorers, who were
bent on finding out all they could about this wonderful new country, and
telling the world about it. But none of those fellows wers very good map
mekers. Lake and rivers were very badly misplaced. There are still in
existence some of the maps made by Joliet, Marquette, LaSalle, Hennepin,
LeSueur, Nicollet, and DuLuth. But I am afraid you Children would have
a pretty hard time to find your way ebout just Wadena County, with one of
those maps for a guide."

"Bet they weren't any worse than the ones Betty makes," said Bobby,
still grinninge

"Well, Bobby," said Hooty, "you can't blame Betty too much for that,
you know. Perhaps she's more jnterested in.furs than she is in maps, too,
just as those early Frenchmen were. And what is now Minnesota was at that
time one of the greatest fur producing areas in the whole world. There are

not so many fur-bearing animals now, anywhere. But during those times, both
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Indians and White men killed them by thousands, to satisfy the vanity of
men and women."

"The White men were just as bad as the Indians, to kill the
beautiful animals, weren't they?" said Betty, sadly.

"Yes, I am afraid they were, Betty," said Hooty Owl. "The cries
of those dumb animals echoed through the woods day end night, ag'they died
cruel deaths in the Indians' traps, or fell before the white men's guns .

"The fﬁrs were shipped thousands of miles to reach some of the .
markets. Some even went to the courts of Europe, to grab the luxury
loving rulers and their followers."

"How did they get the furs to the market in those days?" asked
Bobby. "Minnesota didn't have good roads then, like they have now, I bet."

"I should say they didn't have good roads," said Hooty. “They
didn't have any roads at all--just trails through the forest, and not
very good trails, at that. No, they had trading posts established at
several places, in different parts of the country, where the hunters and
trappers took their animal pelts, and did their bargaining. Those trading
posts were usually on some river bank; and from there the furs were sent by
small boats down the rivers for general distribution.

"The first organized effort to handle the fur trade in a business=
like way came about the year 1670, when the Hudson's Bay Fur Company was

started. From that time on, it became one of the biggest things in the

country,."

"Does Santa Claus get his furs from the Hudson's Bay Fur (dgmpany?"™

asked Betty.
Hooty Owl smiled, as he answered: "Well, not our North Pole Santa

Claus, Betty. You see, all the folks up there are just like one big family=-
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animals and all; and they don't believe it is necessary to kill each
other just to get pretty furs to wear. No, Betty, 0ld Sam Snow Shoe,
the white rabbit; and Buster Bear, and Leo Lion, and all those fellows,
shed a great deal of their hair every spring, and Mrs. Santa Claus and her
sewing girls gather up all that hair, and use it to trim coats and caps
and scarfs and mittens for Santa Claus. And the animals are glad to let
them have it."

"Then why don't all the animals stay up there at the North Pole,

where they won't be killed for their furs?™ asked Betty.

"Well, Betty," said Hooty Owl, with a very wise look, "that is

like asking why all the people in the world don't live in Wadena County,
Minnesota, where you and Bobby are so happy. Soon there wouldn't be
room enough to move around. And then, too, there wouldn't be food enocugh
for everybody. No, when Mother Nature made so many birds and animals of
all kinds, she lmew very well that the smartest ones, and the strongest
ones, would have to live off the weaker ones. That's what we call the law
of 'the survival of the fittest."

"And that's the reason why Man is the ruler of the whole world,
isn't it?" said Bobby, knowinglye.

"That seems to be one of the reasons, anyway, Bobby," said Hooty.
He rules all the lower animals, and all the birds, too, myself included;
and he takes whatever we may have, without asking. But Man's biggest job
seems to be how to get along with other men.

"For example, this fur business of the early days in the Northwest
was a good way for Man to make great sums of money. And the first thing ‘
we knew, a very jealous rivalry sprang up among the various companies that

were making it their business. There were many bitter fights, and a great
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deal of cheating. Much blood was shed, too. And do you know, Children,

one of the real causes of the war of 1812, between the United States and
Great Britain, sprang from the rivalry in the fur business?®

"0, my history book at school says that the War of 1812 was
caused by the sieging of American sailors on the high seas,"™ deeclared Bobbye.

"Correct, young man," said Wise old Hooty Owl. "Go to the head
of the class; and we'll give you an extra piece of cake as a reward for
being a good historian. But your history book also says that in the treaty
of 1783, which ended the Revolutionary War, England signed over to the
United States all the land between the Mississippi River and Lake Superior,
doesn't it? But despite that fact, English and Cenadian fur traders con-
tinued to operate in American territory. The Americans protested, and a
very bitter feeling sprang up between the two countries."

"What country did Wadena County belong to then?" asked Betty.

Hooty Owl turned to Betty with a look of astonishment in his big
yellow eyes, as he answereds

"Now that was a smart question, young lady; and we'll have to
send.zgg to the head of the class, too, Wi th an extra piece of cake. You've
been looking closely at the other side of.this map, here, and you see that
Wadena County is west of the Mississippi, and so not included in the land that
England ceded to the United Siates.

"All right, let's just turn the map over, now, and look at t he other
side for a moment."

Then Betty and Bobby drew closer to Wise 0ld Hooty, with the map
of the United States on the table before them,while Hooty pointed out the
boundary lines, and explained the national ownership of the territory which

included what is now Wadena County, from the date of its discovery, up to
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the present time.

Same Wadena County Geography

"The territory that now makes up Wadena County," said Hooty,

"first came under the contreol of France, through those French explorers

I told you about, who were such poor mep makers. Then during the many wars

in Europe, France gave this country to Spain, in 1762. That transfer was

of a private nature, however, and none of the other nations knew anything
about it until afterwards. But Spain didn't keep it longe. She gave it back
to France in 1800.

"Then about this time, your Uncle Sam began to stretch and grow.
And he saw a chance to make a good deel with France in the *'Louisiana
Purchase' of 1803. So he made it. And that was when the Stars and Stripes
were planted over the territory, where they have remained ever since."

"I know who made the 'Louisiana Purchase'," said Betty. "It was
James Monroe and Robert Livingston." .

"Right again, Betty," said Hooty Owl. "James Monroe was at that
time the United States' Minister to France; and it was when Thomas Jefferson
was presidents But do you kmow how much they paid for the Louisiana Territory?"

"I do,"™ shouted Bobby. "It was $15,000,000.00."

"That's right," said Hooty. "That is, that's what they paid France;
but there were a great many trappers and traders who had claims against the
land at that time, and when those claims were paid, with the interest due
on them, the purchase price really amounted to about $27,000,000.00."

n$27,000,000.,00L My Goodnessl That's a pile of money, isn't
exclaimed Betty.

"Sounds like a pretty big pile, doesn't it?" said Hooty Owle "But

when you figure it down to pennies, and what they got for them, it sounds a
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bit different. Just think, there were more than a million square miles
of it=-more than all the land in Continental Europe. And it includes
some of the very richest soil in the whole world, too. And your wise old
statesmen, who made that purchase in 1803, paid only 4¢ an acre for it."

"Criminentliesi" shouted Bobby. "4¢ an acre for land in Wadena
County? Boyl Wouldn't anyone have a fat chance of buying this land for
that price now?"

"I don't think they'd be very successful,"™ replied Hooty. "Your
Dad would ask a thousand times that much for his farm, I believe, and the
price would be considered cheap at that."

"But wh& did Monroe and Livingston buy so much land all at one
time?" asked Betty curiously.

"Well," said Hooty, "President Jefferson was a man of great vision.
He could see that this country was destined to become the greatest nation in
the world; and he believed that more territory was needed for the pioneers
who were looking for new homes,

"But Wadena County, as it is today, didn't come into being for many
years yet. With the Louisiana Purchase, in 1803, it became a part of Louisiana
District of Indiana Territorye. Then when Indiana was admitted to the Union
as a state, in 1806, the future Wadena County became a part of Louisiana
Territory, and so remained until 1812. Then Louisiana became a state, and

Wadena became a part of Missouri Territory. When Missouri entered the Union

as & state, in 1821, this section became an orphan. It didn't belong to any

state or territory then until 1834, when it became a part of Michigan Territory."
"Why did they keep changing it so much, I wonder?" mused Betty.
"I guess those other territories didn't want Wadena County, on

account of the Indians. Was that the reason, Hooty Owl?" asked Bobbye.
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"0, no, not at all," said Hooty. "It was because the whole tract
was so big, if was thought advisable to cut it up into smaller areas, as
the population increesed. That made it more convenient to govern."

"] guess it wasn't very convenient to govern when it was a part
of Michigan, was it?" said Betty. "With the whole of Lake Michigan
dividing it right in the middle."”

"Well, it didn't remain that way very long, Little Geographer,”
said Hooty Owl. "In 1836, Wisconsin Territory was created, and that took
in all of what is now Minnesota. Then two years later--in 1838~-another
clunk was cut off the big piece, and this section became a part of Iowa
Territory."

"Why, how could that be?" asked Betty, in swrprise. Minnesote is
bigger than Iowa, isn't. it?"

"yinnesota State is bigger than Iowa State, as they are now, Betty,
that's true,"™ replied Hooty. ™But at that time Iowa took in a great deal
more territory than it does now. In fact, it was still considered too big
to become & state; so in 1846, when Iowa did join the Union, still enother
chunk was cut off; and what is now Wadena County again became an orphan.”

"phere wasn't much of the big chunk leftt by that time, was there?"
said Bobbye

"Not a great deal, for a fact," acknowledged Hooty. "Still it was
considered tco big to be running loose, without any kind of govermment; so
three years later--in 1849--Minnesota Territory was created, and Wadena
County became a part of it.

"Then in 1858 Minnesote beceme & state of the Union, and Wadena County,

as it is today, was esteblished. It was not until February 21, 1873, however,

that the county was officially organized, and took its neame=~WADENA . "
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"Why didn't they name the state 'Wadena'?" Betty wanted to knowe.

"Well, Betty," said Hooty Owl, "just about ell the names of places
in this part of the country, are taken from the Indians' languages, and they
each have some particular meaning. The neme 'Minnesota’, for example, is a
Dakote or Sioux Indien word, meaning 'sky-tinted water'. And 'Wadena' is en
0jitway word, which signifies 'little round hill'=-probebly having reference
to those rounded outlines of the Crow Wing Bluff, at the 0ld Wadena ferrye.

"So you see, the neme 'Minnesotae' would be much more appropriate
for the whole state, with its many 'sky-tinted! rivers end lakes."

"But the towns and townships in Wadena County don't all have Indian
names, do they?" asked Betty.

"No, rot all of them, Betty," Hooty replied. "Some of them teke
their names from other sources, originated by white men. Here, I'll tell
you what let'e do: While we've got the map before us, let's mix up a little
history with our geography, and make a picture of Wadena County in every-
detail, so clear in your minds youtll never forget it."

"Let's play that Betty and I are tourists, end you are a real
estate agent, taking us on en airpleme trip over the county," said Bobbye.

"That's a good idea," said Hooty Owle. "I'11l try to be a good guidep
and you mey ask as many questions &s you want to. If I don't know the
correct answers for sure, we'll all go to the library, and look them upe."

"0, that will be fun." cried Betty. "You be the pilet, Bobby.

I'11 hold the map, and Hooty Owl will do the talking.“
"That suits me fine," said Bobby, helping himself to another spoonful

of blueberries. "And, es this is to be a make-believe flight, all I'll have

to do is eat and listen. We'll start right here, over Blueberry Township.

I'11 go up about a thousend feet, and wetll fly beck and forth from one side

of the county to the other, both ways, until we run out of gas=-
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or lemonade."

"Well, I'll bet your gas--or lemonade-~tenk is plenty full right

now," said Betty, laughing. "Are we all ready to start?"

"All ready," shouted Bobby. "Get on your goggles, and hook up your
life belts. CONTACT! Weherer-r-ri"

"No stunt flying, now, Bobby," said Hooty Owl, entering into the
spirit of the game. "Up & thousand feet, then flatten out while we take
our bearings." And then he started in, as & tourist guide, as Bobby suggested:

"Here we are, ladies and gentlemen, sailing over one of the smallest
counties in the state. Off to the east lies Cass County; to the south is
Tedd County; to the west is Becker and a part of Otter Tail; and to the north,
Hubbard.

"With our eyes on the map as we travel, we learn that Wadena
County consists of fifteen towmships, very neatly arranged in tiers, three
townships wide (east to west), and five townships high (north to south).
Fach of these townships contains about 540 square miles, or 350,000 acres.
There is nearly forty'times as much land as water.

"As we pass over each of these townships, I will tell you where
its name originated."

"And I'1l keep the gas--or lemonade--tank filled, without having
to land to do it," declared Bobby, grinning. "Fill 'er up, Betty," he
added, holding out his glass.

There was plenty of lemonade, so Betty filled his glass; and Hooty
Owl continued with his story:

"We'll start with Blueberry Township, in the northwest cormer of
the county. 'Blueberry' is the English translation of an Ojibway Indian

name, and it has been given also to the river and the lake,




Wadena County
¥ortimer E. Niecol

"Next to the east is Shell River Township, which takes its

name from the mussel or clam shells found on the banks of the river and

the leke by the same name. The Ojibways named this one teo.

"But the next ome to the east was named by the white man
'‘Euntersville®, because it was considered such a hunters® paradise.

"And now we'll drop south over Orton Township, and remember that
'Orton' was the family name of its pioneer farmers.

"Meadow, next west, was so named because of its small tracts of
natural grass land, enclosed in the general wood land."

"And Red Eye Township was named for its 'Red Eye!' whiskey that the
Indians liked so well, wasn't it?" interrupted Bobby, ehuckling.

"No, you're wrong this time, Bobby," seid the Owl. "The township
tekes its name from the 'Red Eye' River, which flows across it from west to
east, as you see. The Qjibways so nemed the river because of its red-eye
fish, a species of the sunfish.

"And now south again ovér Rockwood Township. The name 'Rockwood!
is supposed to have been derived from its glacial drift boulders and hardwood
timber."

"Its easy to guess where the next township gets its name,™ said
Betty. "It was named 'North German' on account of its German pioneers,
wasn't it?"

"Yes, that's right, Betty," said Hooty. "And the next ome, 'Lyonst,
wes named in honor of Harrison Lyons, of Verndale, who was for meny years
8 member of the Board of County Commissioners of Wadena Countye.

| "And Bullard Township, next South, was named in honor of Clarence
Eugene Bullard, of Wadena Village, who was for many years your County Attorney.

"But we get b#ick to the Indian names egain in 'Wing River' Township,
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next west. That is an Ojibway name, and also applies to the small river

flowing across the towmshipe.

"The same is true of 'Leaf River' Township. 'Leaf! is an Ojibway
neme given to the hills, the lake and the river; so the white man gave the
seme name to the townshipe.

"And now we will drop down into the southermmost tier of townshipse
Wadena is first."

"You told us what Wadena means, Hooty," said Betty. "You said it
means 'Little Round Hills'!, in the Indian lenguage."

"Good for you, Betty," said Hooty. "You don't forget things, do

"Now let's slip on over to Aldrich Township. 'Aldrich' received
its neme from the Northern Pacific railroad village, so named by the officials
of that railroad in honor of Cyrus Aldrieh, who came to this state in 1855,
settled in Minneapolis, engaged in the real estate business, became Minneapolis'
postmaster, and was a very brillient and successful politicien.”

"] guess 'Thomastown' isn't an Indian neme, is it, Hooty owl?™
said Bobbye

"No, Bobby, 'Thomastowm' is a Scotch name. At least we know that
Thomastown Township was so named in honor of one of its pioneer homesteaders,
Thomas Scott, a lumberman and farmer.

"And thet's the last of the fifteen townships," said Betty. "And
I'11 bet I oan name every one of them mow, without looking at the map. Can't
you, Bobby?"

"Basy as pie," boasted Bobby. "And I can neme every lake and
river in the county, too. My teacher made up & poem about them, so we

kids could remember them easier. Want to hear it, Hooty1"

"A poem?" said Hooty, with surprise. "Hoo-hoo, I should say I
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do. I love poetry. Go ahead and recite it, Bobby."
"All right," seaid Bobby. "Here she goes":

Wadena County's Lakes and Rivers

There's the Blueberry River, and Kettle Creek,
And Blueberry Lake in view:
And Spirit Leke, and Stocking Lake,
And 014 Jim Cook Lake, tocs
Twin Lakes, past which Shell River flows
"  To the Crow Wing, as its mouth;
With Duck and Round Lake to the north,
And Finn and Burgen south.
Big Sweamp, Little Swamp, Beaver Creeks,
And Farnham Creek=-all four==
Into the Crow Wing from the east,
Their sparkling waters pours
Back toward the west is Yeager Lake,
Mud Lake, and Rice Lake, too;
And then we'll cross the Cat River,
And listen to its 'WEW,'w=ea=

"WAH=HO0O-00-001" Hooty Owl let out a piercing screem, snapped his beek,
and flapped his wings, as though he had suddenly gone erazy. The children
jumped to their feet, frightened éut of their wits at Hooty's outburst, and
were about to crewl under the table; but Hooty immediately became quiet
again, and looking at Betty and Bobby with embarrassment, said:

"0, I beg your pardon, Kiddies, for such a rude interruption.
Please let me explain: Years ago, I nearly lost my life over there on the
bank of that river. I was asleep in a tree one morning, when one of those
terrible bob cats attacked me., If it hadn't been for an Ojibway Indian boy
with his bow and arrow, Mr. Hooty Owl would not be here with you today. The
Indian boy killed the bob cat. But I never gquite got over the shock of the

sudden attack, and unless I am on guard, whenever the name Cat River is

mentioned, I have a nervous fit. Thank goodnes, there are no bob cats in

Wadena County's woods these days. But I'm all right now. Please go on
with your poem, Bobby."

"No one could blame you for being nervous about enything like that,
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Hooty," said Betty. "I guess it must be something like the 'shell-shock' the

soldier boys talk about."
Bobby just gave Hooty Owl a reassuring smile, and continued with his
recitation:
The Red Eye River's next in line;
Then three more lakes we find:
They're Grimm's Lake, and Strike, and Sand;
And the Wing and Leaf both wind
Past these, then join their waters clear--
The Leaf to bear the name
Until they resch the old Crow Wing,
In the flowing waters! game.
Partridge Creek is last of all
The Crow Wing has to take,
Because the only wet spot left
Is little Farnham Lake.
"Wah=hoo-hool That was fine, Bobby. Let's give him some applause, Betty."
And Hooty lifted his great wings over his back, and slapped them together
several times, while Betty clapped her hands, enthusiastically.

Then Hooty Owl continued:

"Well, here we ars, a thousand feet up in the air, in our imagina-
tion; and we're right over Blueberry Township, the extreme northwest cormer
township of the state."

He paused for a moment, and then continued: "I'll tell you what
let's do: "Let's mix up a little Art Work with our History and Geography.
We'll fly back and forth over the county again, just as we did before; and while
we're up here in the air, we'll paint two pictures--one of Wadena County 100
years ago, and one as it is today."

"0, I wish we could really fly," said Betty wistfully.

"And paint, too,"™ added Bobby.

"Fly3" said Hooty. "Why, my dear girl, you can fly--in your imagina-
tion. And believe you me, that's the safest way to fly, too. In an imaginary

flight you don't take any chances on getting shot, as we birds do; and you may
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be quite sure you won't crash to the ground, as the air planes do sometimes.
And you can paint more beautiful pictures in your imagination than any artist
was ever able to paint on canvas.

"So let's keep our eye on the map, now, while we make this picture
of the present;

"Looks pretty down there, doesn't it? See those nice fields of
clover, and those dairy cows? It is pretty hard to believe that in the early
1890's that was all a great natural forest, and that the cutting and selling
of timber was the one and only business."

"Wesn't there any ¢ lover hay here then?" asked Bobby, in surprise,

"Well, I should say not," said Hooty Owl, "thers weren't any farms
either, until after the lumber men had taken all they could gete. And even
then, the clover didn't come for a long time. The fact that Wadena County,
8s a whole, is now one of the very richest clover sections in the world, is
due to a little experimenting done by Judge A. Murray, not so very long ago."

"Was Judge Murray a farmer?" asked Betty.

"No, not exactly,” said Hootye. "But he had some ideas about what
~ might be raised on this rich land up here. You see, the pioneers thought it was
too far north to raise clover; so they just kept right on raising wheat,
year after year, but the first thing they knew, the land began to get sick.
It needed a change of dist, in order to keep healthy."

"Mother says that change of diet is what keeps Bobby and me healthy,"

said Betty.

"And she is absolutely right, too," said the Wise 01d Owl, heartily.

"And this Judge Murray believed that a clover diet would help this sick land,
as well as provide another profitable ¢rop. S0 he had some clover seed shipped

to him, and gave about two hundred farmers in Wadena County each a quart apiece.
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And, just to honor the Judge, the farmers planted it."

"Only a quart apiecei" exclaimed Bobby. ™Why, that would be only
a couple of handfuls.”

"It wasn't a lot of seed, for a fact," said Hooty, smiling, "but
Boy, 0, Boy, what a surprise it gave those farmers. That seed grew, and
thrived, and increased beyond anyone's dreams. And it was Just like a
tonic to that sick land that had been planted to wheat too long. Yes, sir,
Judge Murray's idea was one of the turning points for farmers in Wadena
County. Clover is one of the richest foods for live stock=-=especially
cows--and, because you have plenty of it here now, is the main reason why
this is the dairy center of the world today.ss.."

"I see the railroad track," said Betty. "It looks like a black
pencil mark on the map.”

"Yes," said Hooty Owl. "That's the Great Northern=-the branch,
you know, that runs almost straight north and south across the county,
connecting Wadena, Leaf River, Sebeka, and Menagha; then it goes on north
to Park Rapids."

"My Dad ships cattle on that railroad," said Bobby. "The stock
cars go from Menagha to Wadena, and then on to South St. Paul."

"Pretty soft for Dad, isn't it?" said F oty Owls "The pioneers didn't
have it so easy before the days of the railroad. The Northern Pacific runs

into Wadena, too. See that line running southeast, through Wadena and Aldrich?
"And, Bobby, what town is this right here?l"

"That's our home town, Menagha," said Bobby.

"Right," said Hooty. "And the name is 0jibway=--ilee-Nun. The poet,

Longfellow, mentions it in his ¥Song of Hiawathat'. It means 'Blueberry!,but
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was never translated into English, as the names of the river and lake were.

"There used to be a little town right there on the banks of the
Shell River, that has an interesting history. It was platted in 1882 by Francis
Me Yoder and Sewell M. Chandlers. At first it was just a logging camp; but
in 1878 settlers began to come in, and by 1881 there were about 800 families
settled there. Yoder and Chandler named it Shell City. The first logging
dam in Wadena County was built there; but the town passed out with the logging
business, and today only a few cellar holes remain to mark the spot."

"And there's the Crow Wing River," said Betty. "That's the largest
river in the county, and it flows clear across it, from North to South."

"That's right, it is the largest river in the county," said Hooty
Owl. "And all the water from all the other streams and lakes in Wadena County
finds its way, eventually, into the Crow Wing River. The name is the English
translation of the French name 'R. de Corbeau', meaning 'River of the Raven',
Perhaps it was so named because so many crows, or ravens, nestéd aloeng its
shores."

"The next town is Huntersville," said Bobby.

"Thatts right," said Hooty. "And here's something interesting I
might tell you, right here. Huntersville Township is the northeast corner
tomship of the county. But it might not have been the northeast cornmer, if
six of Cass County's townships had had their way, back in 1882. They wanted
to join up with Wadena County; but when it came to a vobe of the people, it
didn't go through. In 1886, twelve townships of Ottertail County, on the
west, wanted to come over, but again the voters turned them down. Then in
1912, four of Todd County's townships, on the south, rapped on the door,
but failed to get in. And even as late as 1927, those twelve Otter Tail

townships begged gdmittance. But they were again turned down."

"Whookityl" exclaimed Bobby, "if all those twenty-two townships
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had joined Wadena, the county would be more than twice as big as it is now,
wouldn't it?"

"That it would," said Hooty Owl. "Well, I guess you can't blame them
for wanting to get in. Wadena County has always been very popular among
her neighbors."

"Wadena County is popular among her own people, too," said Betty,
proudly. "I'm glad I live in Wadena County."

"That's the way to talk, Betty girl," said Mr. Wise 0ld Owl. "And
you want to learn all you can of the history of the county, and its geography,
too, don't you?

"And now we'll swing te the south again, over Orton township. Can
you name that little town there on the west bank of the Crow Wing, Bobby,
without looking at the map?"

"0, I learned about that one in Sunday School," said Bobby. "It
isn't mueh of a town, for size, but it sure is named after a swell guy.
That's Nimrod. Nimroed was a grandson of Ham, and it tells about him in the
first book of the 0ld Testament, They cal led him 'a mighty hunter before
the Lord,' and they say he was the one who directed the building of the
Tower of Babel, where the people got their tongues all twisted. Say, Hooty

Owl, did they name that town 'Nimrod! because it was such a good hunting

place, or because the people couldn't understand each other's talk?"

"Hoo=hoo=hoo,™ Hooty Owl laughed. "Look out, now, Bobbye. You'll
have me on a spot, first thing you know. I don't think the Tower of Babel
had anything to do with it. In faect, that little town was established in
1879, by & man named Savoy, as a tie camp. It was the most important stopping
place between Shell City and Verndale; and is even now the trading center of

a very fine farming community.
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"and here's another good town--Sebeka. That's a very interesting
1ittle city, too. The name is Ojibway, pronounced 'Se=be-kaun', and it
means 'by the made ditch or channel'. Probably the people who named it
tried to find a word meaning 'by the river'. The land where Sebeka stands
originally belonged to E. Alfred Olsen and the Baumbach Brothers. The first
stock of goods was hauled onto the site by team in 1890. The town was platted
in 1891 by Wm. R. and Jennie R. Baumbach. There was a mighty stand of
hardwood, as well as Norway and white pine, and Lumber was the early industry
of the village. A forest fire in 1894 nearly swept the village away. There
are some very fine farms around there now. The population is mostly Finnish."

"There's a whale of a big creamery there, too, said Bobby. "The
farmers from all over the country haul their milk there."”

"correct," said Hooty Owl. "And the very butter you had on your
bread for lunch, came from the Sebeka creamery; I noticed that.

"And now we are right over North Germany Township again. There
used to be a little town called 'Metz' right down there. It was so
nemed after the chief city of Lorraine, France, which, after a siege of two
months, was surrendered to the Germans on October 27, 1870. The post office
has since been discontinued.

"And there's another little town, partly in North Germany and

partly Wing River townships. See it?"

"Yes, thet's Bluegrass," said Bobby. "There's a big Catholic Church
and Grotto there. I've seen 'em."

"And I bet Bluegrass is nemed just like those two little Hay Creeks
right there," said Betty. "On account of all the bluegrass hay that grows
around there. Is that right, Hooty Owl?"

"You bet it is," replied Hooty. "The famous old Bluegrass State,

Kentucky, hasn't anything on th_i.B little section of Wadena County, has it?"
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"and those two spots there on the river bank used to be Oye and
Oylen," said Bobbye "But there isn't any postoffice in either of them any
more."

"No, but there are two very interesting things about Oylen, just the
same," said Hooty Owl. "EKnow what they are?”

"o, that's where the big beaver colony is, on the Crow Wing River,"
cried Betty.

"Right again," said Hooty Owl. "And at Oylen you have that big
camp and assembly grounds of the Christianemnd Missionary Alliances.

_"And now south we go into Bullard Township, and then west again."

"Leaf River is the next town," shouted Bobbye. "It's on the

banks of the Leaf River, in Leaf River Township, end its the last stop on

the Great Northern before we get to Wadena. And there's Wadena, the
County Seat, right there where the railroads cross."

"oorrect," said Hooty Owl. "Bobby, boy, when you can call them
out like that, it shows that you have the makings of a first class tourist
guides We might mention something about Leaf River in passingg It was there,
in 1903, that a copper knife of prehistoric time was found, and presented to
the Minnesota Historical Societye.

"And now, right here is where we turn south end east again for the
last lap of the trip. Let's follow the Northern Pacific tracks for e while.
What's the next town, Bobby?"

"Verndale,"™ said Bobbye

"That's right," said Hooty. "Verndale was first settled by a group
of Iowe people, in 1876. Prominent among these were J. E. Butler, C. We Erown,

Je B. Kelley and C. Co Kelleye Then in 1878 it was platted by L. W..Farrell,




Wadene. County

Mortimer E. FNicol

Chas. Brown end H. Thompson; snd incorporated in 1883. Up until 1887, Verndale
was & rival of Wadena for the honor of being the County Seat.

"The Wool Grower's Association holds buying days here each year in
June, when wool is brought in from long distances, and buyers are here
from all over the state.

"And I'11 tell you something about Verndale's and Wadena's competi-
tion in road building, for the wheat business:

"In 1879, Wadena built e road along the old Otter Tail Trail. It
erossed the Leaf River, and connected with t he Verndale road at Red Eye. But
that road didn't do so well, so Weadena built another end shorter one straight
north teo Park Rapids. That was & little better for business, but not yet
good enough to justify the expense of its buildings.

"And all this time Verndale was building roads, too,but not doing
much better. Then in 1885 Wadene built a roed that cut off twenty-five
miles from the route. That caused a boom for Wadena.

"Then in 1886, the railroad extended its line northward, and relieved

the farmers of their long haul te the market. That ended the road war.

"But it didn't end the County Scat fighte. All during that fight

between the two towns, there was plenty of excitement. During the last
thirty days of it, there was so much 'rough house' caused by hired 'voters!'
en both sides, that women and children were afraid to go into the streets.
Verndale finally carried the cese tc court; and in 1887, £he decision was
handed down in favor of Wadena."

Bobby and Betty were all ears while Hooty Owl was telling them the
story about Verndale, and how near it came to being the County S8eat. A trip

to Wadena was for them a great treat; and they hadn't missed a County Fair
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since they were big enough to travel. Probebly with this in mind, Bobby
burst out with:
"put; Geel Whockityl Hooty, Wadena is & big eity now, isn't ite"
n"It1g the biggest city in the county, Bobby,“ said Hooty. At the
last census, the population was given as 2512. But Wadena hed to stert small,
just like the rest of the towns in the county. It was organized in 1873,
end pletted in 1874, by the Northern Pacific Railway and the Lake Superior & Puget
Sound Land Company. But they didn't even have & Court house until 1880.
One was built then on Ash Avenue West and First street Northwest. But in
1886, when the County Seat fight was on with Verndale, enother cne was bullt,
and that's the one in use today. The old building still stands, but is used
as 8 residence. Verndale built a Court House &t the seme time, and presented
jt to the county, but it was never used."
"pnd it never will be, either," boasted Bobby. "Because Verndale's

population is only 424."

"That's right, Bobby," said Hooty Owl. "But Verndale is a mighty

busy little town, just the same. Tt had 700 people in 1883. Their first
school was built in 1887, and Cora Butler was the teacher, with just twenty-
five pupils. .And in 1879, & man nemed Charles Butts built a flour mill in
Verndale."

mwadena had & flour mill in 1879, too," said Bobby. "I read about
it in the paper." 3

"put what made Wadena grow so fast, Hooty Owl?"™ asked Betty.
"fas it becausse they had two reilroads, instead of only one, like Verndale?"

"That's one of the reasons, anyway, dear," said the Owl. "But

they have a bunch of hustlers there, I can tell you. O, they have nade

mistakes, just like enyone else does, but they didn't let that get them
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down. 1I'11 tell you a few things about Wadena:
"In 1872, two men--Henry W. Fuller and L. S. Fratte-ceme up from
Monticello, and filed on two homesteads. They each built a cabin, and their

femilies joined them in the spring. There was no store nearer than Perhem,

'way over in Otter Teil County, until the spring of 1873; then & building

was moved across from Otter Tail City. This building is still standing,
and is situated just east of the Pemney store.

"p small pox epidemic broke out in the village in the summer of 1887.
There were sbout twenty cases, with five deaths. That necessitated the plotting
of a cemetery; and although that cemetery was neglected for & good many
years, it is now one of the best cared for in the county.

"yoney was scarce in those early days, and for several years the
merchents issued 'chips' tothe farmers in exchange for producés

"Wadena was favorably lecated to become e distributing center, and
while it has lost scme of its early industries, it has added others. Besides
the saw and flour mills, and the wood-working industries common to the new
country, Wadena was at one time--fram 1882 to 1887--the home of the Clayton
Manufecturing Company, plow manufacturers, now located at Winnepeg. TFrom
1895 to 1914, a large cracker bakery was located theree.

"Although Wedena cepitalists organized the original Gient Grip
Horseshoe Company, to manufacture a kind of horseshoe invented by Otto
Swanstrom, of Fragzee, the company was moved to Duluth, where it still enjoys
e successful business.

"Now Wadena has a number of whosesale houses, a cemning factory,
produce houses, machine shops, sash and door factory, ice cream manufacturing
plants, and live stock shippers.

"{esley Methodist Hospitel, the property of the Northern Minnesote

Conference of the Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church, and under their super-
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vision, was completed in 1924, at a cost of $100,000. Besides e thoroughly
modern, well-equipped hospital, it offers a three=year training course for
nurses, which meets the requirements for registration in Minnesota.

"Fair Oaks Sanatorium was built in Weadena in 1918, by Todd and
Wedena Counties, at a cost of $100,000., It has a capacity of thirty-five
patients.

"Among the churches and parochial schools located in Wadena, are
St. Ann's Catholic, First Methodist Episcopel, St. John's German Lutheran,
Holiness Methodist, First Congregational, German Evangelical Lutheran,
Norwegien Lutheran, Evangelical Association, Christianmd Missionary Alliance.

"Wadena has & very active Gun Club, with a fine shooting ground;
a well=arranged and complete Tourist Park located near the Fair Grounds; and
Black's Grove, a beautiful piece of property owﬁed by John Black, has been
opened to the public. On this property is a fine stand of pine, spruce, and
aspen, practically in its natural state. A beautiful dell, through which-
Ok Creek flows in a series of cascades, is one of the main attractions
of the grounds."

"0, we know Black's Grove, Hooty," eried both children. "We
always go there for our pienie dinner when we go to the County Fair. We

had our pictures taken there last summer."

"It's one of the beauty spots of the state, all right; no question

about that," said Hooty Owl.

"Wadena has a Fire Department, too," said Betty. "I've seen their
fire engine.”

"Yes, and Wadena has had need of a Fire Department in fhe past, toe,"
said Ho;:ty. "Did you know that nearly all of the business section of the town

has been burned over at some time or other? But they've never had but one
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fire where there was any loss of life. That was in 1898, when the Central

House burned to the ground, and three people lost their lives-=-An Armenian

peddlar women, and two farmers who were in town to serve on the Jury."
"We'll remember all this you have told us sbout Wadena, when we go

to the PFair this fall," said Betty.

"That's the ticket," said Hooty Owl. "0, you've been listening,

all right, both of you. I noticed that. And there are going to be at
leat two youngsters in the Wadena school this fall, who will be 'wise as Owls'
in the history of their own countys I think you are meking seme pretty good
pietures in your minds, of the present Wadena County, too.

"And now, just a word about Aldrich, while we're passing over in
our make=believe flight.: That busy little place was one of the first
settlements in the county. It was platted in 1880 by the Leke Superior &
Puget Sound Land Compeny, when R. L. Belknap wes its president. It became
a reilroad point, though, some time before thatesin 1872. The first building
was & pump house for the railroad, and was operated by a man named C. Hood.
Then in 1881 a hotel was built, and Delos Helmar beceme its landlord. Next
ceme a big saw mill, in 1882; and in the early boom days of the lumber busi-
ness here, more than thirty thousend feet of timber were cut in one day."

"And that's the last town on the map, Hooty Owl,"™ said Bobby.
"Guess that just about finishes the pictures of the present Wadena County,
doesn't it?"

"Hoo-hoo," said Hooty, softly. "Getting a bit tired, are you, Bobby?"

"Yes, I am,"™ replied Bobby. "I think I'm about out of gas~=or
lemonade-=too. Let's make believe lend, now, and have another lunch,"

"That's O«K. with me," said Hooty Owl, a8 he stretched and yawned.
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"0, Boyt" shouted Bobby. "What a larki What a larki Better than
a real air plene trip. I wonder what time it is."

Hooty glanced at the sun, and replied: "Only four o'cleck. We
traveled back end forth across the county five times; and from fhe extreme
northwest cormer to t he extreme southeast corner, besides doing a lot. of
eircling around. I'd say we heve traveled at least a hundred and fifty miles.
And we have done it in less time than it would have taken your granfather, or
one of the early settlers, with their ox carts, to travel ten miles."

"Tim kind tired, though," said Betty, "Even if it was only an
imaginary flight. But I never had such a lovely time in my life, Hooty Owl.
Now you can just fly up in a tree and take a nap, and I'1ll have this lunch
ready in a jiffy."

“I'm,enjoyiné this day, too," said Hooty Owl, and I'll have a lot

to tell the folks when I get back to the North Pole tonmight. I always have

to tell them up there all about my parties with you kiddies down here. But

I guess I'1l go and do a little hunting for my supper, now while you are
getting your lunchiready. Another bowl of blueberries will be quite enough
for me; and I can get plenty of rest tonight.”

Then Hooty Owl sailed away over the tree tops towards the meadows,
and his flight was as noiseless as a éhadow. He returned in about ten
minutes, looking quite comfortable and satisfied, end again settled himself
on the t;ble between Betty and Bobby.

"Here's your bowl of blueberries and cream, Hooty," said Bettye.
"Bobby got some nice spring water over there by the fence, and made some
more lemonade; and we've plenty of lunch left from the noon meal."

"cood appetites, too, haven't you, Bobby," said the Owl, with a

wink at the boy. "And say, while you're eating, I'll tell you scmething




Wadena County

Mortimer E. Nicol

about the old 'Ghost Town' of Wadena, that was located over there on the

bank of the Crow Wing River, 'way back in 1792. A pioneer named Aspinwall

got a charter from the legislature to operate a ferry there where the Red
River Trail crossed the Crow Wing. A thriving village sprang up; and, accord-
ing to camp-fire stories of the long ago, a Frenchmen built a 'jack-knife!
fort there. (These forts were called 'jack-knife' because they opened in the

fall and closed in the spring. The Frenchman looked out one day, so the

story goes, and saw a band of Indians preparing to attack him. The Indiens

rushed across the ice of the river, but the steep banks on the top of which

the fort was built, proved too much for them; and the accurate rifle fire of
the men in the fort soon put them to rout, and they returned to the forest,

dragging their dead and wounded with them.

"There were some fur traders there, too, after the ones who camped
in 1792; but the only trace they left were some so-called rifle pits. These
were twelve large holes, arranged in two rows. When the explorer, Bower,
examined them, about 1877, he found large trees growing in them, that he
estimated to be about one-hundred years old.

"In 1900, Al Worden, a farmer living near the site, found a gold
coin, issued.during the reign of the Roman Emperor, Septimas, in 197-211
AJD. It is supposed that the coin was brought to 0ld Wadena by some traveler.

"When the railroad came, 01d Wadena disappeared.”

After the three imaginary "air tourists"™ had finished eating, and
the children had the lunch basket packed again, Hooty Owl strode to the middle
of the table, and turned to face them.

"Noy, my dear little friends,"™ he said, "before we go on with our
story, and start painting the picture of the past, I want to give you some-
thing else to think about:

"When you sit down to your breakfast at home tomorrow morning,
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think how many are the blessings you have to be thankful for, that come to
your directly from Wgdena County:

"Your very home, your furniture, and all the buildings on the farm,
are built of lumber fram trees grown in Wadena County, and passed through
the Wadena County Saw Mills end Furniture factories;

"Your breakfast food will be from the Cereal Mills of Wadena County,
and covered with fruit or berries from a Wadena County Fruit Farm, and rich
cream from a Wadena County Dairy Farm;

"You will have delicious tomato juice, crushed from the 'love apples’
grown on a Wadena County Truck Farmg

"Your toasted white bread will be made from flour ground in a
Wadena County Flour Mill, from wheat grown on & Wadena County Farm; and your
toast will be spread with the rich yellow butter from a Wadena County Creamery;

"You will have eggs fresh from a Wadena County Poultry Farm;

"You may have bacon, cured from pork grown on a Wadema County Stock

"You will have an abundance of fresh milk fram your own Daddy's

"Do you not realize, then, that Wadena County is en empire within
herself; and truly you folks have reason to be proud of your native land,
and happy in your prosperity.”

"We are proud of it, Hooty Owl," said Bobby. "And now we are all
ready to make the other picture--the one of Wadena County one~hundred years

ago-"
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"Yes," said Hooty Owl, "And if we can make as good a
picture of the past as we have just made of the present Wa=-
dena County, I don't believe you will ever forget it. But
this one we will make by 'retrospection'. Do you know what
'retrospection' means?"

"I do," sald Bobby. "'Retrospection' means 'looking back-

ward,"

"That's it," said Hooty. "Now let's put the map down here
on the table, and make believe it 1s the picture of the pres-
ent. Then we'll make the picture of the past by what we see in
our minds by 'retrospection', or looking backward over the years.
I'1]l tell you what let's do. Let's play we are marching in 01d
Father Time's parade down through thef years of progress,"

"Gee! that'll be keen," declmred Bobby. "Let's go!l!'Time
Marches On,!'"

"0. K." said Hooty Owl. "Now, what do we see first, in the
picture of the present?"

"The Empire of Wadena County", answered Bobby, remembering
Hooty's remarks,

"And our home in Blueberry Township, 'neverything on the farm,"

exclaimed Betty.

"Yes, sirl" declared Hooty Owl. "And over the whole county

we see evidence of a thrifty people: waving fields of corn, wheat,
oats, rye, barley, blue-flowered flax--all ready to yield their
seeds to the farmers who have tended them.,"

"And we see clover filelds, and alfalfa fields, too," sald
Betty. "And just lots and lots of gardens of potatoes and vege-
tables of all kinds."
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"And do you know," said Hooty Owl, "that Wadena County
hasn't had a crop fallure in many years? That's because the soil
is rich and fertile, and the farmers industrious and GO&=fearing.
But here's something for you to remember: Away back in 1847,all
this land here belonged to the Pillager band of the Chippewa In-
dians; but they sold it to the United States on August 21st of
that year. It was quite a large tract of land. Here, I'll point
it out to you on the big map." And Hooty Owl spread out the large
state map of Minnesota, which was on the other side of the Wadena

County map. Then, stending on one foot and pointing with the toes

of the other, he continubd:

"The tract extended from here, at the south end of Otter Tall
Lake, to the Prairie River, It followed this stremm to the Crow
Wing, and up the Crow Wing to the Leaf River, The Leaf River
marked the boundary westward to its head., S0, you see, abouut two-
fifths of the southern half of Wadena County was included in
the desal,

"And this is what Uncle Sam gave the Red Men each year for
five years, for thisf rich country:

400 hssorted blankets,
2,590 yards of various kinds of cloth,
2256 pounds of twine,
50 bunches of twine,
26 pounds of thread,
200 combs,
5,000 needles,
150 mirrors,
10 pounds of vermillion,
420 tin kettles,
500 pounds of tobacco,
5 barrels of salt.

"And as a present to the tribe for signing the agreement,
Uncle Sam gave them 200 beaver traps and 75 guns, to boot. It
looks as though the White Man made a pretty good desl, doesn't 1t?"

"Yeah, but the country didn't look then like it does now,"
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declared Bobby. "The Red Men never saw the picture of the present
that we see.,"

"I saw some churches in the ® untry, too, besides the ones
in the towns," said Betty.

"That you did," said Hooty Owl, "Churches of all denomina-
tions, and well filled they all are on every Sabbath day, by a
thankful, happy people.

"But say, let me stop here for a moment and tell you a 1lit-
tle story., It hasn't anything to do with the churches, but it's
about what some people believe 1n their faith:

"Away back in the 1870's, this whole country was alive with
geme birds, In fact, 1t was declared to be a 'happy hunting ground!
for everybody. Geese, ducks, grouse, plover, snipe, curlew, willet,
avocet, prairie chicken, sandhill and whooping crane. But the one
bird which seemed to be the most plentiful of all, was the beau-
tiful passenger pigeon,

"Why, those birds same by millions every spring, and made
thelr nests in the trees &long the river banks and lake shores;
sometimes as many as a dozen or more nests in one tree, But in
thoge days there were no game laws like you have now; and the
hunters were thoughtless, They killed many more of those bilrds
than were needed for food, and profited greatly by aelling them
in the eastern markets,

"Then, all of a sudden, the passenger pigeons stopped com-
ing. They dlsappeared entirely, and noone knows, to this day,
what became of them., Some people belleve they were all killed
off by the hunters; and others think thit some fatal disease
came to their flocks, and wiped them all out. But noone will ever
know for sure.

"Then about this time, the first grasshopper plague came,
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and nearly all the growing crops in the country were eaten up,.
That was a terrible blow to the farmers. The passenger pigeons

might have been a great help to them right at that time, by mak-

ing short work of the hoppers, But there were no passenger pigeons,"

"Be$ I know what happened," declared Bobby, excitedly. "I bet
the passenger pligeons had a convention, and turned themselves into
grasshoppers, and then came back to get even with the people for
killing so many of them,"

"0, Bobby, birds don't have conventions. Do they, Hooty Owl2"
said Betty, with a disgusted look at her brother,

"Shoot me for a buzzard if I know," sald Hooty. This isn't Toy
Town, you know, where such things do happen. But to get back to
the story: There are people right here in Wadena County, who at-
tend those very churches you saw, who believe that if the people
had been more kind to the passenger pigeons, they might have come
back and done away with those gfasshoppers, just as the sea gulls
came to Uteh that time, and saved the craps for the Mormon farmers,
The Mormons believe that God sent those sea gulls clear across the
desert to help them, And they were so thankful that they erected
a beautiful statue to the sea gull in their Temple Garden in
Salt Lake City; amd peoplefrom all over the world have seen it and
heard the story."

"Do you 1like grasshoppers, Hooty Owl?" asked Betty, with a
mischlevous glance at the story teller,

"Wah-hoo! Blunt my beak if I dol" shouted Hooty Owl, "I'd be
willing to try to hoot 'em out of the fields, but I'd never eat a
grasshopper. Field mice for me any time,"

"Or blueberries, Eh, Hooty?" said Bobby, with a grin,

"Yes, or blueberries," said Hooty. "But now let's get on with

our picture story: You see many beautiful trees all over Wadena
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County, don't you? In the northern part of the county are a few

of the o0ld white and Norway pine, tamarack, cedar and fir; while
toward the south are jack pine, poplar, oak, wild plum, and choke
cherry, Those trees are all that remain of the mighty stands of
timber that grew there before the coming of the White Man,"

"But why did the White Man cut them all down?" Betty wanted
to know, "Did they want the land to plant wheat and clover?"

"Well, that's what the farmer settlers wanted the land for,"
replied Hooty Owl, "But it was not the settlers who destroyed the
forests in the first place,"

"The lumber men did it. Dbdn't they Hooty Owl?" said Bobby.

"Yes, Bobby, the lumber men did it," said Hooty. "And right
here we'll go back a bit in 'retrospection':

"Wihen the first white men came here, this whole country was
covered with timber, It was a natural home for all sorts of ani-
mals, especially those fur-bearing animals we yalked about a while
ago., And when that became known back east, many trappers and fur
dealers came here to make thelr fortunes, The Indians, too, soon
learned that they could trade animal pelts for anything they
wanted from the white men. Fur Companles sprang up everywhere
about the same time the Hudson's Bay Company was organized, in

1670, And 'fur flew' 1n competition for a good many years,

"The story of Zebulon Pike 1s tied up very dlosely with the

fur business in all Minnesota, including Wadena County. Following
the Revolutionary War, Pike was sent up into this country to chase
out the British fur traders>who remained here after peace had
been made, and this was ‘merican country.

"That peace treaty provided that all British subjects should
leave the new territory of the United States, But, in spbdte of

the treaty, some of those traders insisted on staying, and con-
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tinuing their business, Lieutenant Pike arrfved in 1805, and
made his headquarters at Sandy Lake, where the old Northwest
Fur Company had a trading post. From there he began giving
his orders, and seeing to it that they were obeyed. Hls ex-
periences were very interesting, but, as he didn't get into
Wadena County, we won't take up any more time talkling about
him now."

"was he the one who named Pike's Peak, in Colorado?"
asked Betty.

"Yes," said Hooty Owl. "That is, 'Pike's Peak' was so
named in his honor. He was a great explorer; and his father
was a famous soldier in the Revolutionary War, Zebulon Pike

was killed in the war of 1812.

"Following the War of 1812, the Stars and Stripes replaced

forever the British Flag along the Mississippi River, But the
English and Canadian traders who were getting rich in American
territory, were slow in getting out.

"The Americansg wanted this land to themselves; and they
thought that they, and not the Britlish and Canadaiens, were en-
titled to the profits that might be made in the fur business.

"The Northwest Company had for many years had everything
their own way over an immense territory, lncluding what is now
Wadena County.

"But the Government in Washington agreed with its own cliti-
zens, and lost no time in giving them relief in the sltuation.
Just then Mr. John Jacob Astor stepped into the scene with his
American Fur Company; and, believe me, when he marched across
the stage in this section of the country, everybody sat up and

took notice, Why, even we Owls learned something from that man,"
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"I can see him right now, Hooty Owl, in my 'picture of the
past'", sald Betty. "Can't you, Bobby?"

"Yeah, plain as day," said Bobby, with his head back, and
his eyes half closed. "There he goes, in a canoe, down the Crow
Wing River, with a load of beaver skins, headed for New York,
where he 1s going to bulld the Waldorf Astoria Hotel,"

"Wah-hoo-hoo-hoo", shrieked Hooty Owl, flapping his big wings
with laughter. "You've surely got $he imagination 1t takes to
paint a picture, Bobby. But, whether or not Mr, Astor ever pad -
dled a canoce down the Crow Wing, it is true that he became one
of the richest men in the world by starting his foftune in the

fur business.

"One of the first things he did was to have Congress pass a

law that only American citizens might be licensed to trade with
the Indlans in the United States. Then his American Fur Company
kept spreadbng out farther and farther, until soon 1t had crowded
out the British Northwest Company, and had hired most of their
experienced traders,

"Many people blame the fur compenies for killing off countless
thousands of the wild animals here, and taking millions of dol-
‘lars for themselves that might have gone to the settlers. While
this may be true, we will have to admit that those eastern com-
panies had much to do with the development of the Northwest, and
the opening of the land for séttlers,”

"But what had the fur business to do with the lumber business?"
asked Bobby, with genuine interest.

"Hoo-hooooo", said Hooty Owl, softly,closing one of his big
yellow eyes. "Now, that was a smart question, Bobby, boy, and calls
for a falr answer, "The fur business, as I sald before, asttracted

many men here, who were snxious to make money, And, after meny
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years, when that business began to peter out, those men and
their decendents began to look around for other means to be-
come rich in the new country. And 'twas then they began to re-
alize the possibilities in the lumber trade. So 'logging' be-
came the order of the day. Large companles were organlzed, who
sent their crews in with orders to get all the timber they could
in the shortest possiblé time; and Wadena County's forests soon
begen to echo to the crash of the woodsmen's axes, and the boom
of falling trees.

"Trees that had stood for hundreds of years, fell in the
rush for timber, Why, the slaughter of the trees was even greater
thah that of the wild animals, and 'lumber' was the principle bus-
iness of the entire Northwest up until about 1893,"

"But the settlers came to Wadena County long before 1893,
Hooty Owl," said Betty, seriously. "And the settlers were mostly
farmers, weren't they?"

"Hoo-hoo, quite right, Miss Betty," sald Hooty. "The settlers
started coming long before 1893; but, would you belleve it, there
were only six white people in Wadena County in 1870%"

"Jiminy Christmasl!" exclaimed Bobby. "Only six? Why, the 1930
census gives Wadena County 10, 900, That's growing some, I'd say."
"Right you are, Bobby," said Hooty Owl, heartily. "And you
may well be proud, not only of your rapid growth, but of the type

of people who make up this population.”

"Where did the first Wadena County people comefrom, Hooty Owl?
Didn't they come when the lumber crews came?" asked Betty.

"Some of them ceme then, Betty, that's true; but not many,"
replied Hooty.

"Then when did they begin to come fast?" she persisted, "I

want to know who they were, and where hhey came from, Maybe my
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Daddy knows some of their folks. My Daddy and my Grandpa were
both born in Wadena County."

"Wha-hoooo", cooed Hooty Owl, softly. "So you are of 01d Pi-
oneer Stock, are you? Well, no wonder you're so interested. And
I'11l tell you as much as I know about it. You can find out much
more about it, too, if you have your Daddy take you to the Court
House in Wadena some day when you go down to the County Fair. There
you can look over all the old records of everything, from the very
beginning.

"And you will find a book in the Public Library, entitled
'A History of the Public Land Policies!, that will tell you all
about what the Government did to attract homesteaders to this new
country.

"It was in 1841 that Congress passed what was known as 8The
Preemption Act', The right of preemption was open to the head of
a family, to a man over twenty-one years of age, to a widow--all
of these to be citizens of the United States--or to aliens who had
declared their intention of becoming citizens, The applicant was
required to swear thét he had not more than 320 acres of land
other than hls preemption claim, To such persons the preemption

act gave the right to settle on a piece of land, 160 acres in

extent, and at a later date buy 1t at the minimum government

price,

"That was a general law of all the states and territories,

a great many settlers tookf advantege of 1t in the eastern
southern states aml territories. But the government kept mak-

80 many changes in the preemption law that the western states
territories didn't f1i11 up very fast.
"Then the 'Homestead Act' was passed, And under this law a

settler could file on a quarter section of land, live on it for
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five years, put up his buildings and make his improvements,
and at the end of that time receive full title to the land
without cost,

"That was a pretty good offer, and in many of the eastern
ard southern states the settlers took advantage of it. But out
here in Minre sota I guess the pecple in the other countries had
an idea it was all timber and wild mmnimals, Anyway, they didn't
come very fast as farmers, So in 1855 a Commissioner of Emigra~
tion was appointed by the Legislative Assembly, and a man by
the name of Eugene Barnard opened an office in New York City,
and begén to advertise this wonderful country in foreign news-
papers.

"Well, that sort of business went on for several years; and
it did bring a great many foreigners to the United States to es-
tablish new homes, But it wasn't until along in the 1870's that
the fame of the Wadena Country had spread to any great extent in
Europe. One part of the British Isles that was interested was
Fﬂrness County, in the north of England. And in October, 1872,

a number of families of that ounty met and voted to move across
the sea, and half way across North America, to settle along the
route of the Northern Pacific railroad,

"A committee was formed to meke plans, and to interest other
Englishmen in nearby towns. And the first rule that they made
was that no liquor could be sold in the new colony."

"Hurrah!" shouted Bobby. "Got rif of the bigg st trouble mm k-
er of all right at the start, didn't they?"

"You bet they did, Bobby," said Hooty Owl. "And those Bnglish-
men made some more good rules, too. Those who were allowed to

join them would have to have good morals, amd be willing workers;

and they miist have money enough to make the trip and get started
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in the new land. They didn't want any loafers in their new
colony,"

"Did they get very many to join them?" asked Bobby, eagerly.

"Well," said Hooty, "it seems that they didn't have much
trouble in interesting the people. In a remarkably short time,
seventy-three femilles had signed up to make the trip. So a com-
mittee was sent to this country in April, 1873, to pick out a
spot for their countrymen.,

"They made a careful inspection of the land in the vicinity
of Perham, Audobon, ard Wadens; amd finally selected 40,000
acres close to Wadena village. Then they cabled to their friends
in England to come at once., Some started that very year; others
came the following year. They were honest, industrious people,
and many of their decendents are here today,

"And I'1l bet our Grandpa knows a lot of the old timers, too,"
said Bobby.

"Wha-hoo-hool" cried Hooty Owl., "And I'1l bet some of them

could tell you kids stories of the early days that would make

yoWlaugh a plenty,

"Why don't you ask your folks to have an '01d Timers' Party!'

at your house some day? It would be a lot of fun. And if you'll
let me know when it is to be, I might fly down from the North Pole
and do a little hooting around the house that night, and you could
make believe it is Indians,”

"0, that would be fun," cried Betty, in delight. "And couldn't
we tell the folks to dress like the early settlers did, too?"

"Sure, you could," said Hooty. "The men and boys could wear
thelr 'wamuses', ard

"What's a 'wamus', Hooty?" asked Bobby.

"A 'wamus'" said Hooty, "is a garment made of buckskin, some-
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times edged with fur; it has sleeves and a cape, and is about
knee length. Then they might have the old time leather leggings,
with fur inside; coon skin caps; anmd Indian moccasins.,”

"Pretty warm clothes to wear to a party," said Bobby, with a
boyish grin.

"Hoo-hee-hoo", agreed Hooty Owl, "For a summer party, it would
be pretty warm. But it would be just right for an outdoor winter
party."

"And how did the ladies ddess in the old days?" asked Betty.

"0, the ladies dressed and girls dressed all right," declared
Hooty, "But not very much like they dress in these times. They
wore long skirts, and a bodice made of leather or lindsey-woolsey;
and a cotton or coarse linen chemise, On their feet they wore
elther square-toed leather shoes, or Indian moccasins, They all
wore their hair long, and it was either braided or coiled up on
their heads."

"What kind of hats?" asked Betty.

"Well," said Hooty. "Hats seemed to be the least of their
troubles in those days. In fact there weren't very many hats at
all; the ladies and girls all wore shawls over their heads when

they went out,”

"Wonder if they had parties in those days," said Betty.

"Wah-hoo! I should say they did have parties--lively ones,

too. But shere weren't very many people right around here for

some time, You see that group from England was really the begln-
ning of the coming of the settlers, But they were happy; and Wa-
dena County prospered and flourished right from the very beginning,
like all her neighboring counties. Times were better than the
ploneers had ever dreamed they would be,"

"Did they start building school houses and churches right
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away?" asked Bobby.
"Homes came first, of course, Bobby," said Hooty Owl, "then
churches and schools, Yet, despite the absence of clergymen, the

ploneers were veryg strict about keeping Sunday set apart as a

day of rest and prayer. In pleasant weather they would gather -

on Sunday at some central point, and worship God in their own
way.

"In winter, the meetings were held in one of the larger
cabins., A melodeon, always to be found in someone's home, fur-
nished the music for the hymns,"

"Did the Indians go to the white men's church?" asked Betty.

"Later, I think, some of them d1d," replied Hooty Owl, "But
there were priests in this country many years before that, who
came for the sole purpose of converting the Red Men to the Chris-
tian faith. One of the first of these on record was Father +ouils
Hennepin. One of the largest counties in Minnesota was named after
him. He came to this territory in 1679 or 1680, Father Hennepin
was followed by many other faithful priests, who risked their
lives to bring religion to the Ren Man.

"As the country deve loped, and more settlers poured in, min-
isters and teachers arrived to take charge of poorly buillt
chiirches and schools, and to help to improve them,"

"Who were the first preachers here after the settlers came?"
Betty asked.

"Well, Betty," replied Hooty, "you will find, according to
the records, that the first minlsters were Father Girley, of the
Episcopal faith, and a Dr, Kerr, Father Girley was a feeble old
man when he arrived in Wadena, and held his first services in the
depot. Dr. Kerr came from England with the Furness colonists.

"The first church in the county seat was opened by a Rev. Mr,
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Dixon. And, although he was a Methodist, he announced that the
new building would be open to men and women of all relliglons.

"The first Catholic services in the vicinity of Wadena were
held in the farm house of Hugh Buckley, in the early 1870's.
Then a log church was bullt near by, on the farm of Adam Keller,
Later, this building was moved into Wadena, and set up on the
present site of the Catholic church there. It burned down in 1895,
and then the present church was bullt,

"Phe Evangelical Association of Amerfca was lncorporated in

1885; the Evangelical Church in 1887; and Emenuel's Norweglan

Church in 1891."

"Wasn't there a lot of kids in the new colony, Hooty Owi?"
Betty wanted to lnow. "And didn't the kids have to go to school?"

"0, the children were taken care of all right, Betty," said
Hooty, smiling at Betty's lively interest in the subject. "There
were more Wise 0ld Owls in those days than there are now, even,"

"Why, Hooty Owl," exclaimed Betty, in a tone of repkoach, "The
Owls didn't have a thing to do with the schools,"

"0, I know that," said Hooty, with a very wise look, "But we
looked at the records, just the same, and we found that in a
Stsbe Department of Education report, in 1874, it was officially
recorded that it was in that year the Wadena County School System
was started, A, R. Wiswell was then the County Superintendent.

"The report says that in 1873 the county had fifty-four boys
and girls of school age. There was only one school district, and
twenty-three boys and twenty-three girls studied their 'Three R's!
in a crude one-room school building, that was built at a cost of
about $1,000. I guess the other eight kiddies had to study at
home,"

"I know what the 'Three R's' means," declared Bobby. "It means
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'Reading and Writing and Arithmetic'; But I guess thét whoever
it was made that up wasn't a very good speller,"

"No doubt ebout that, Bobby," said Hooty, with an owlish
chuckle. "Anyway, he wouldn't get an 'A' in spelling, as you and
Betty will in history on your next report cards, But in those
days the schools were not like thay are today. They had a 'reg-

ular' school term, amd a 'winter' term, In the 'winter' term

there were seven boys and five girls, And they had Just one teacher,

who received only $16,.,66 for her work. She didn't have much of a
snap, either, Usually, she boarded with some farmer's feamlly
near by; amd she had to be her own janitor for the school house,
too. Wood had to be cut and hauled bo school; and then there was
kindling to split, and ashes to take out, and snow to shovel.
But the boys in those days were resl gentlemen, just as they are
today, and those larger boys were only too happy to do those 1ittle
chores for the teacher.,"

"I bet the boys brought her apples, and fudge, and boquets,

n
too,

sald Betty, rolling her eyes, mischievously, at her brother.

"No doubt they did," said Hooty Owl. "And the teacher was
very grateful to them, just as she would be in these days," Then
Hooty patted Bobby on the back with his wing, aml said: "I tell
you what, Bobby, a boy never loses anything by being nice to his
teacher,"

And Bobby, who, for some reason, was blushing profusely at his
slster's sly dig, made no reply, but gave Hooty Owl = grateful
glance, as Hooty continued:

"To support the school, the State, the first year, gave $3,.84,
District taxes brought in $117.00 more.

"But the school grew rapidly. From that small handful of pu=-

pils in 1873, it grew to more than 3,000 in 1930, according to
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the figures of the Unlted States Census Bureau., Of this number,
1,754 were between the ages of seven and thirteen; 473 between
fourteen and fifteen; 452 between sixteen and seventeen; and
589 between eighteen and twenty."

"Guess they had to build plenty more school houses, then,
didn't they?", said Bobby, "if all those kids went to school.
Do you think they all went to school, Hooty?"

"Wah~hoo-hoo! You bet your 1life they did, Bobby," declared
Hooty Uwl, "And I think they all studied, too, because that 1930
report also shows us the interesting news that only one-half of
one per cent of the people of Wadena County are unable to read
and write the “nglish language. And practically all of those are
elderly men and women who were born and raised in foreign countries."

"Did they build some good school houses for all those kids?"
asked the practical Bobby.

"Not at first, Bobby," replied Hooty Owl. You see, shingles
and glass were very scarce, and very costly., The school houses
were bullt of logs, and most of them had bark or sod roofs. How-
ever, as early as 1842, there were reports of a few built with
shingled roofs,"

"And were the settlers' houses built of logs, too?" asked
Betty.

"Yes, Betty, practically all of them were," replied Hooty.
"And, believe me, they were not much like the fine modern homes
Wadena County people live in today. Those miserable cabims had
only one opening in the walls, and that served as both door and
window. In the summer time it was open all the time; and in win-

ter it was covered with skins and blankets."

"Gee, that must have been tough in mosquito times," said Bobby.

"Pretty tough, I guess," sald Hooty. "Not only in mosquito
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time, but in the winter time, too, when those terrible blizzards
came down from the north., 01d Boreas used to tell us how he made
tem shiver down here, But those early settlers had what it takes
to meet all emergencies, and they made the best of what they had.

"Most of the cabins were planre d so the logs laid lengthwisé.
But some of the people were afraid of the Indians, and when they
built their cabins, they stood the logs up on end, believing that
would make it harder for the Red Skins to c¢limb up on the roof.
Many of the cabins were built without nails. Wooden pegs were
used, instead, to hold the logs together. And, to keep out the
co0ld, mud and clay were plastered between the logs."

"Did every one of the settlers build his own cabin?" Bobby
wanted to know,

"0, no, I should sayg not," declared Hooty. "Hardly ever did

a settler build his cabin without help. That was one of the nicest

things sbout that pioneer life--the whole community always got
together and helped every newcomer put up his bulldings. They
made regular parties of it, that they called 'log rollings' ., I
used to sit in the trees and watch them at work,

"When a new cabin was to be built, the first thing that was
done was to cut down the trees for the logs, and 'snake' them to
the place where the hmilding was to be done, Then all the neigh-
bors would get together on a given date, and the fun would start,
One crew of men would !'square' the logs on two sides, for the tops
and bottoms when they were laid together; another crew would 'notch'
the ends for the corners; another crew(and these were the stoutest
fellows) would roll the logs up an incline into their place; while
the light weights and the boys would busy themselves making wooden
pegs for door fastenings, amd pounding clay and moss between the

logs, to keep out the wind and rain,
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"And did the ladies come to the 'log rollings', too?" asked
Betty.

"Did the ladies come to the 'log rollings'?" shouted Hooty
Owl. "Wha-hoo! I'1ll tell the world the ladies came, And they brought
the biggest lunch baskets you ever saw in your life, too. Those
men never could have made 1t without the ladies wnd girls with
their pilenic lunch baskets; but, hungry as the men were, and eat
as they would, I always managed to find a pretty good meal for
Hooty Owl at the clean-up time of a 'log rolltng', end I didn't

have to eat mice, elther.

"How long did it take to build one of those cabins, Hooty?"
asked Bobby.

"0, just a few hours, with a big crew like that, to build

the main part of the csebin," said Hooty. "Of course s man could
his own 'finishing', end take as much time as he needed, after
the neighbors had done what they could for him with the heavy
work,

"An outside chimney was usually built for the fire place;
this wes made of smaller logs, and 1lined with clay and small
stones, and the flre place would be just a few large flat stones.
The floor of the cebin would be clay, which would wear smooth
and hard., And the furniture would also all be made by hand from
smaller trees,"

"Weren't there any carpenters smong the settlers?" asked

Bobby. "Seems to me some good carpenters could have had a nice
business there,"

]

"Hoo-hoo," sald Hooty, with an extra wise expression, "and
someone in those days got that very same ldea, Mr. Bobby. A man
named Ben jamin Dinsmore, from somewhere back east, found out what

was going on in Wedena County, He was a skilled carpenter, and
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he slipped in here one day, with his helpers, and went to work.

Why, that crew do do more and better work in a few days than

the gettlers could do in months,

"And then, right on the heels of the carpenters, came masons
and pelnters. But it was a long, long time before they had any
need of plumbers, or electriciaems, or steam fitters,"

"Bet they didn't have any parks and play grounds like we
have now, did they, Hooty?" said Betty.

"Well, I should say they did not," declared Hooty Owl. "But
the boys and girls had thelir fun, just the same, They had no
tennis courts, no golf courses, no gymnasiums, no playgrounds,
no movies, in the olden days in Wadena County. The youngsters
had to make thelr own entertainment., Thelr games were of the
very simplest nature, I think the most popular were !pump-pump-
pullaway', 'drop~-the-handkerchief', 'one-old-cat', and !'London
Bridge'."

"0, how funny,"

‘screamed both children. "Wouldn't those kids
have opened their eyes if they could have seen our 'picture of
the present?"

"Indeed they would," agreed Hooty Owl. "Especlally a glance
at your base ball parks. They played a little bame ball, but
thelr equipment wasn't much like that used by your 'Millers3 of
today. Thelr bats were made out of the limbs of trees; balls
were made at home from Mother's yarn; a mitten used in the win-
ter served as a base ball glove in summer,

"And then, besides, they didn't have as much room for play
in those days, when so much of the land waes stlll covered with
trees."

"I guess some of the first settlers had to do some logging

to help make a living, too, didn't they?" asked Bobby,
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"Yes, and not only that, Bobby," replied Hooty Owl, "When
they had taken timber clalms for their homesteads, they had to
cléar the land of trees before they could plow it up for grain
farming,"

"Boy, I'll bet that was some job," exclaimed Bobby, "I tried
to chop down a tree one time, and it wasn't a very big one, either,
I'd hate to tackle one of those blg pines with my axe."

"0, your axe isn't an axe at all--it's nothing but a 1little
hatchet," said Betty, rolling her eyes at her brother. "And I bet
the tree you tried to chop down wasn't ewen big enough to hold
up Hooty Owl's nest,"

1

"Well, anyway," said Hooty, laughing at Betty's thrust at her
bréther, "those pioneers had a pretty tough job, After the trees
had been felled, it was back-breaking work to grub out the stumps
to make the land fi¥ for planting. Those who could afford it,

hired experts to clear the land by means of 'grub hoes'. Those

were special tools for removing the stumps., They had to pay from

two to five dollars an acre for this work. No dynamite was used
in those early days,"

"Why didn't the settlers sell their timber to the big lumber
companies, and let them do the cutting?" asked Bobby,

"Some of them did that very thing, Bobby," said Hooty Owl.
"And that added more profit to the logging business, because the
homesteader seldom got what his timber was worth et the mills.

"Logging started in earnest here sbout 1878, in the vicinity
of Sebeka., The logs were cut during the winter months, and pilled
in great heaps on the ice in the Red Eye River, Then, with the
coming of spring, when the ice melted, the logs floated down the
river to the Crow Wing. From there they continued on to the Mis-

sissippl, for thelr journey to Minnespolis and the great saw Mills,
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"At one stage in the lumbering business, many logs were
shipped by railroad to Perham, But the sawing stopped there
when the mills burned down in the early 1880's.,

"At the time of that fire, one big company owned bbaut
30,000,000 feet of lumber in Wadena, Otter Tall and Becker
Counties. There was a great demand for lumber at that time, and
the owners decided to ship their logs to Winnepeg, where there
were better prices than in Minneapolils.

"This was a tremendous undertaking. The logs floated down
the Otter Tall River and its tributaries, through several lakes,
and, beyond Fergus Falls, into the Red River of the North. Ship-
ping this great amount of timber required about three years.,"

"Didn't they ever float any logs down the Leaf River?" Betty
asked, "It seems to me, in my 'retrospection' picture, I can see

logs floating down the Leaf River into the Crow Wing, right now."

"Well, Betty," sald the Owl, "if you look back as far as the

year 1881, you will see the first end only large 'drive' of logs
on the Leaf River, That winter grest plles of logs were stacked
near Bluffton, over in Otter Tall County. In the spring they
floated down the Leaf to the Crow Wing River. But the job was a
little too much for the small river, and it was never tried again,

"Lumbering was a gilant business in Wadena County until about
1900, Perhapd the most sﬁccessful year of the business was 1895,
That year one céntractor alone drove more then 15,000,000 feet of
timber down the Crow Wing from Nimrod,"

"FIFTEEN MILLION FEET!" exclaimed Bobby. "Boy, 0, Boy! What
a scene to make on this'picture of the past'. No logs out there
on the Crow Wing today."

"No, and there never will be again, Bobby." said Hooty Owl.
"But even today, you will sometimes see whole train loads of logs

coming down through Wadena County from the north, over the G. N.
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"Then, with the opening of the first roughfsaw mills in the
county, finished lumber came into fashion, and very few log houses
were built after that. In those days, good carpenters were paid
from $1.25 to $2.00 a day. And for hauling building materiala,
a man was paid $3.50 a day, if he used his own oxen or horses, "

"Guess the railroads put the kibosh on the river shipping

business, didn't they?" mused Bobby.

"Yes, very much so," declared Hooty Owl, "With the coming of

the railroad into Wadena County, business boomed &s it never had
before, In those days, locomotives burned wood instead of ccal.
Great piles of cord wood were piled along the tracks at many
points to feed the hungry engines, This meant a large business
for the settlers. Cutting, hauling anmd piling this wood proved

a great source of income for the farmers, Tles for the new road-
bed, and pilings for the bridges required more timber. I tell
you what, with money scarce in the new country, this business
was & blessing to the citizens,"

"Were the first settlers all Englishmen?" asked Betty.

"Weh~hoo-hoo, I should say not," said Hooty Owl. "The census
of 1880 showed more than 2,000 in Wadena County, and a great many
of these were of Scandanavian stock, as well as British, Then
the last Federal census, takem in 1930, showed that Wadena County
had a population of 10,990; and among the foreign born were 491
Finns, 274 Germans, 199 Swedes, and 167 Norweglans.,

"But those first settlers were a sturdy race of people. They
worked hard, and thelr open air mode of 1ife made for a healthy
citizenry. Their food was of the plainest kind, but plentiful.
With game all around them, they never lacked for meat, but dain-
ties were seldom found on their tables,

"Their homes here were uncomfortable places in which to live,
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In some locaslities, in the southern part of the county, where
lumber was not to be had, or the settlers could not afford it,
they spent the first few years in sod shantles.

"Their clothing was all home-made, amd fancy dress was not
to be thought of."

"I guess the ¥ greatest people in the world have lived in
Wadena County, haverlt they, Hooty Owl?" asked Betty.

"Well, Betty," said the Owl, softly, as he placed his wing
over the 1little girl's shoulders, "that depends on just what we
use as a standard to measure greatness, This much I will say,
however, that you and Bobby need never feel ashamed to say that
you are decendents of the pioneers of Wadena County. But, say,
while we are talking Bbout people who have been here, let me men-
tion two oe three others, in passing--pesople who are mentiomed
in history, but who left no permanent records in the county:

"One of the greatest men who ever explored this state, was a

Frenchman, Jospph Nicollet. One of the countles in Minnesota and

one of the principal streets in Minneapolis are named after him,

He visited this territory about 1836, He was a well known astron-
omer in France, and was the discoverer of a comet, According to
his report, he paddled up the Mississippi River with his party.
He left the 'Father of Waters' at the Crow Wing, and continued
on toward Wadena, He went on up the Crow Wing to its source,
and then up the Gull River to Gull Lake, and on to Leech Lake,
He was looking for the source of the Mississippl River, but he
never found it."

"Hmphl" snorted Bobby. "Were ALL thosé early explorers look-
ing for the source of the Mississippi River?"

"I guess the most of them, were for a fact, Bobby," said the
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Owl, with a smile, "But, whoever found it has nothing to do with
Wadena County, so we'll leave that for the story about Clearwater
County.

"Now there was another man, who, it 1s claimed, was among the
very first of the explorers to reach what is now Wadens County.
History is not very certain about the year, but somewhere in the
vicinity of Wadena Village, Alexander Kay stopped in the winter of
1784-85, In his party he had a clerk named Perault; and one day
Kay and Perault had a quarrel, and Kay left in a canoe for Sandy
Lake, taking most of the part¥'s supplies with him, When the party
was on the verge of starvation, they went after him, But before
they caught up with him, Kay got into another rucus with some In-
dians, and was stabbed. He recovered from the wound, but decided
he had had enough of exploring, and wanted to return to his home
in Montreal, He started back with his party, but died before he
reached Canada,"

"Well, then, I guess we haven't any of that kind of trouble=-

some stock in Wadena County, have we?" sald Bobby, proudly.

"No, I guess you haven't, Bobby," said Hooty Owl, "And prob-

ably no decem~dents, elther, of that bunch of Englishmen who vis-
ited Wadena County--or what is now Wadena County=--in the winter of
1845-46, According to report, this party was headeé by a son of
the Duke of Devonshire. They were probably on their way to Pem-
bina, one of the early trading posts, and one of the principal
spots that figured in the fur trade. There was a fearful blizzard
here that winter, and the Devonshire party were forced to make
camp until the weather moderated, Traces of their camp could be
seen for meny years after they left,

"But these men I have just mentioned were not the settler

type. The settlers came here to make permanent homes, and no
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sooner had they taken root in the soil, than they planned their
churches and schools, and all sorts of improvements,"

"And real farms, I suppose,”" added Bobby.

"Yes," said Hooty Owl, "and real farms, After the timber was
disposed of, farming became the chlef industry., Wheat was in
great demand when this section was settled. The eastern part of
the United States, and EBurope, were in need of bread, and those
hungry people looked to the West for their supply. Later, MiIn-
nesota came to be known as the 'bread and butter! state'., But
farmers then didn't know as much sbout agriculture as they do
today, About all they raised was wheat, And, as crop after crop
of this grain was raised, the land began to wear out. Then they
began to learn that crops should be rotated,

"Early farmers sobn turned to sheep and hogs to add to their
slender incmes. They found that the wild peas, wild clover, and
other grasses that grew in such plentifulness, were excellent fod-
der for sheep. Then, later, those farmers who had plented Judge
Murray's quart of clover, planted more and more of it, as well
asf timpthw, alfalfa and millet."

"And then the cows came home,"

sald Bobby, with a wise grin.
"Wah-hoo~-o0-0", cooed Hooty Owl, with a smile of appreciation
at Bobby'!'s witty remark. "That's just what they did, my boy. Afs
ter learning more sbout it, the farmers began to go into the
dairy business, And the way this industry grew was remarkable.
The county's rich pastures furnish plenty of grass for the cattle,
and the fertile flelds yield rich tame hay, Ready markets and fine
highways supply Wadena County the means to furnish millions of

pounds of butter to the world each year,"




WADENA COUNTY (65)

"Is the land just the same all over the county, Hooty Owl?"
asked Bobby, "Is the land up here in Blueberry Township, where

our farm is, just like the land down In Thomastown Township?"

"Not exactly, Mr. Practical Parmer," said the Owl, with a

smile and an extra-wise blink. "The soil of the ® unty, while
much the same in a general way, is of a slightly varied nature.
The western part has a heavy clay sub=-soil, overlaid with rich
sandy loam, In the north and northeast, the top soil is rich,
black loam, with a sub-soll of heavy clay. It is light and sandy
in the central part, with a clay sub=soll., Down there in the sou-
thern part the soid 1s more of a sandy nature, which requires a
greater amount of moisture than the other sections, Here and
there, toward the esasstern region, there are many small peat beds,
but they are of little real value,"

"Say, Mr, Wise 01d Hooty Owl," sald Bobby, "there!s a place
here in my !'plcture of the past! that I'd like to fill in, I can't
see what the farmers did with all that wheat they raised in the
early days. How did they get the wheat to market, and where was
the flour made that went to make bread for all those people in
the East?"

"All right, sir, Mr., Retrospection Painter, I'11 do the best
1 can for you," replied the Wise 01d Owl. And then, turning to
Betty, he asked: "And how is your picture progressing, young
lady?"

"0,I'm getting along fine," said Betty, with a chuckle. "I'm
still out on the farm, grinding up my wheat in an o0ld coffee mill,
and baking my bread in an old stone oven out back of the old log
cabin,"

"Hoo-hoo-hoo", cooed Hooty Owl. "Well, you won't need to stay

at that point very long, Little Pioneer, because about that time
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very much improved methods of making flour were brought into
the great mills in Minneapolis. That pleased the Wadena County
farmers very much, because they were vitally interested in the
raising of wheat.

"Up until about 1870, winter wheat was considered far super-
jor to spring wheat, And the Minneapolis millers had discovered
that they could make a better grade of flour by crushing the grain

between rollers, instead of grinding 1t, as they had been doing.

The finer, whiter flour that they produced brought better prices,

and the new process went a long way toward assuring the future
prosperity &f the whole state. But, to get back to Bobby's question:

"Most of the wheat that was raisédd in those days was handled
with a great amount of labot. In the first place, all the mashinery
used on the farms was of the crudest kind--not aik all llke the
beautiful modern machines in use today. Plowing, seeding, harvest-
ing, and threshing were a mighty blg job.

"Even after the wheat had been threshed, the hard work was no¥
finished. It had to be sacked and then taken to markep. And those
trips to market were very tiresome. Some of the settlers were
obliged to drive from ten to twenty,--yes, even thirty miles, to
.reach an elevator, The roads were little more than miserable
trails, and the wagons were generally drawn by oxen, It took a
long time to get to market and back; and sometimes, for the sake
of company, several farmers would get together and travel in
trains of twenty to forty wagons.

"A11 the elevator towns were lively places right after thresh-
ing time came. Elevators and mills were open practically twenty-
four hours a day, to take care of the business, At that season,
the streets were full of shoppers, their wagons, and their live-

stock.,"
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"Just 1like Mensh is every Saturday night, I bet", declared
Bobby.

"I suppose so," said Hooty. "But the marketing problem was
made easler when one of the la gest flouring mills in the state,
outside of Minneapolis, was built in Wadena Village in 1879, It
was three stories high, with basement, and was one of the most
talked of things in Northern Minnesota in those days.

"It was a real blessing to the early settlers who were wheat
growers. When a farmer hauled his grain to the mlll, an arrange-
ment was made like this: Foe every bushel of wheat taken in, the
farmer received thirty-two pounds of flour, ten pounds of bran,
and five pounds of shorts. There was very little money changed
hands when the wheat was taken to the mill direct,

"It was about this time, too, that the farmers who were haul-
ing their wheat to the elevators, began to complain about the
market conditions. They sald the prices for their grain was too
low; that commission men and millers in the large centers were
cheating them; that dishonest methods of grading wheat robbed
them of their rightful prices.

"They claimed that wheat grading in the terminal markets was
not falr; that wheat graded as 'No, 1 hard! in the local elevators
often was graded as 'rejected' in the big cities, Sometimes, it was
sald, the prices they received hardly paid the expenses of raising

the grain.

"Then, too, box cars were very scarce. In the midst of the

threshing season, the shortageg of cars was so great that many
weeks were often required to get the grain to market,"

"Why didn't the farmers go on strike?" asked Bobby, "That's
what everybody does now-a-days when things don't go to suit them,"

"Well, Bobby," sald Hooty Owl, "the farmers in those times
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were not the striking kind,., They did, however, hold a mass meet-
ing of protest. And out of that was born the 'co-operative' move-
ment, of which you hear so much today. A co-operstlve elevator
was bullt in 1883; but poor management csaused it to fail in a few
years,

"The farmers were patient, though, end they never gave up.

One idea after another was tried out, until success became certain,
In 1903, when potatoces began to play an important part in the
market, a 'co-operative'! started to handle them, Then ceme the Wa-
dena Potato Growers' Assoclation, in 1911; ard a Live Stock Ship-
ping Association, in 1912, And in 1920, the 'Equity' begen the op-
eration of a flour mill in Wadensa,

"The 'co-operative! movement is now a great success, .These or-
ganizations handle dairy products, live stock, farm machinery, po-
tatoes, grain, and poultry."

"So", sald Bobby, with conviction, "wheat isn't the whble works

in Wadena County any more, is 1t?"

"Weh-hool Not by any means," shouted the Owl, "The change from

wheat-growing to diversified farming, however, came gradually; and
dairying took the lead. Recent figures show, for example, that the
production of butter, which was &almost nothing in 1875, jumped to
more then four-and-one-half-million pounds in one year. And now,
sbout half of Waedena County's entire income is derived from live
stock and dairying."

"But what about the Indians, Hooty? Didn't the Indians bother
the settlers a lot?" asked Betty.

"Hoo-hoo", said Hooty Owl,softly, closing one eye as he answered
Betty's guestion, "There is another matter about which Wadena
County may well be proud. The people here never did have much

trouble with the Indians., There are only one or two cases on record
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where anything serious happened., That story sbout the French-
man snd the !jack-knife! fort on the Urow Wing River, 1m only

& camp-flre story, and, anyway, that was a long time before

your farmers came to Wadena County. The Sioux Indian masssecre

in 1862, of which you have read so much in your histories, didn't
comé anywhere near Wadena County, Wilkin County, away over to

the southwest, was the nearest, I believe,

"But there was one unfortunate incident, that resulted in the
death of a thirteen-year-old white girl, amd nearly got the early
settlers into serlous trouble with the Indians, That happened in
1874, at a time when a band of about two hundred Pillager Imdians
were camped near Aldrich. One of the settlers lost a sack of
flour, and finally located it in the teepee of two Indian boys.
When he went to get it, the Indians clsimed that the son of the
station agent--a man nemed Costello--at Aldrich, had sold them
the flour, They gave 1t up to the settler, however, and then
went to Costello to get thelr money back,"

"Was 1t the Costello boy who had stolen the flour?" Bobby asked.

"Weh-hoo! I think it was," sald Hooty Owl, "and so did every=
body else, Anyway, instead of getting back their money, the In-
dian W ys were glven a beating by the Costellos, They went back
to their camp, and brought an elder brother with them to the
section house, This time they were ordered off the place, but re-
fused to go, until finally they were forced out of the house,"

"That was a dirty trick, I claim," said Bobby, with disgust.

"And I guess that's just what the Indian boys thought," said

Hooty Owl. "And it made them pretty mad, too. So when they were
a few feet from the house, the oldest Indian boy turned and fired
at Costello. The bullet cut a finger off Costello's hand, But the
worst part of it was, the bullet passed through the wall of the

|
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house, armd crashed into the head of Sarah Costello, hls thirteen-
year-old daughter,"

"oi" cried Betty. "Wasn't that awful? But the Indian boy
didn't mean to shoot her, did he?"

"Hoo-00-00," cooed Hooty Owl, softly. "No, Betty, he certainly
did not, and noone thinks he did; and he masy not even have tried
to kill Mr, Costello. The death of the girl was certainly an
accident; but it just goes to show that it never pays to lose
your temper, no matter what happens."

"what did Costello do then?" asked Bobby, all excitement.

"well, Costello, himself, didn't do much right then," said

Hooty. "He was too busy taking care of that wounded hand of his.
But one of his sons fired et the Indian several times, one of his
bullets breaking the boy's collar bone, armd passing through his
lungs."

"Did the Indlan boys give up then?" asked Betty.

"No," said Hooty Owl. "They didn't give up at all, They es-
caped to the woods. Later, the Sheriff of Wadena County, with
ten men, went to the Indian camp, and tried to get the wounded
boy; but he had not come in from the woods yet.

"The posse returned to Wadena, leaving the Sheriff to wait
for the Indian. But that night, the Indians held a councll, and
decided not to give up the wounded boy."

"Did the Sheriff go away then?" asked Bobby.

"Yes, the Wadena Sheriff went back home," said Hooty; "but
in the me antime, the Costellos had appealed to the Crow Wing
Sheriff, who had organized a posse of thirty-two men to go after
the Indian, This posse included 'Slippery Bill', the Marshall of
Brainerd. But the Indians were expecting trouble, so they had en-

trenched themselves in a deserted logging camp; and while the
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posse spent the night around the camp, the Indian women busied
themselves by moulding bullets.
"In the morning, two white men were sllowed to enter the

camp, ard they saw the wounded Indian boy, amd s ard his story.

The squaws were sucking his wounds, becsuse they had no doctor

to care for them,

"Slippery Bill tried to enter the cemp, but the Indian guard
pushed him back, That Marshall was thomoughly hated and despised
by all the Indians, becanse he is supposed to have started the
rioy in Brainerd that resulted in the lynching of an Indian in
front of the Last Turn saloon there, some time previous to this."

"Then I suppose Slippery Bill got tough, did he?" said Bobby.

"No, he didn't cause any trouble this time, I guess, Bobby,"
sald Hooty. "The negotiations continued all night; but the Sheriff
and hls posse left the next dsy, without their man, who remained
in camp and recovered foom his wounds., The unfair conduet of the
Costellos turned the sympathy of the Whites to the Indians, who,
they belleved, had certainly been wronged.

"The Indiens appreciated the fairness of the Whites, and were
ever af terwards very friendly tpward them. Some of those so-called
'savages' developed into fine, industrious citizens, after they
had learned thé white men's ways; and you may have some of them
as your neighbobts today."

"Boyl That was a close call to an Indian war, though, wasn't
it?" sald Bobby, with a blg sigh of relief. "And I'm glad that
scene goes into the 'picture of the past', and not the !'Present!'.
Aren't you, Betty?"

"I should say I am," declared Betty, "And I'm not going to
make it very big in my picture, either, But what's the next scens,

Hooty? Are the troubles for the settlers all over now?"
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"Just ebout, I think," replied the Owl, "But, no, I haven't
told you anything about those terrible blizzards they used to
have in the winters in this part of the country. Better not try
to paint them on your picture, though, because if you do, you'll
cover up everything else."

"0, we still have blizzards up here," said Bobby. "Don't I
imow? I froze my nose and one of my ears in a blizzard we had just
last winter,"

"Wah-hoo!" shouted Hooty Owl. "That's tough. I guess it won't
be hard for you to understand, then, what a frightful time the
pioneers had before they had any protection from the winter storms,
as you have now. But storms of that kind do not seem to prevall
in these days. If they do, they are not so serious, because you

have telephones, paved highways, and railroads; and the chances

of loss of 1life are not so great.

"Very often, in the old times, blizzards came out of a prac-
tically clear sky. Travellers between settlements, and children
in their school houses, were caught as in a trap."

"Guess those were the times when your old friend, Boreas, the
North Wind, got to cutting up, Hooty Owl," said Betty, with a
grin, as she recalled one of the Toy Town Tales.

"Guess it was, Betty," sgreed Hooty., "0, I'1ll admit 0ld Boreas
is a bad actor, and a bad friend to Man when he gets to blowing
off, Why, it is a known fact that many people lost their lives in
trying to go just the short distance from the house to the barn,
If a person became lost on the pralrie, death was almost certain.
CGaught out in the thick of the storm, both men and horses seemed
to logse their sense of direction, and just traveled 'round and
tround in circles until they were exhausted,

"Most of the newcomers to this section of the ocuntry were en-
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tlrely ignorant of the ways of the blizzards. As they lived here
longer they learned to protect themselves better against the storms,"

"We're not afrald of the storms and the snow," said Betty, in a
tone of seeming regret. "Why, almost as soon as the snow hits the
ground, along comes & snow plow and clk ans it all off the roads,

We don't even have a chance to go sleigh-riding, 1liké they used
to in the old days my Grandpa tells about,"

"That's a fact, Betty," replied Hooty Owl, "But, after all, I
think you'd better be thankful than sorry. And, by-the-way, there's
eanother scene for both your pictures: This wonderful transportation
system you have here 1 n Wadena County. Mlles and miles of paved
and graveled roads, literally teeming with speeding pleasure cars,
busses, and loaded motor trucks, traveling in every direction. And
long stretches of rallroad, with beautiful passenger trains carry-
ing many people; ard mile-long frelght trains, loaded with mer-
chandise of every kind. Put all that down on your 'picture of the
present', then &ose your eyes and see this, in 'retrospection':

"In the long ago, the territory that was destined to become
known as Minnesota, was crossed and criss-crossed by rude trails,

most of which lead to Pembina, They were the great lanes of travel,

And snaking across Wadena County was a part of the old Pembina

Trail, By some thils was called the Otter Tail Trail, and by others
the Leaf Lake Trail, It entered this county in the southeastern
part, crossed the Crow Wing River by means of Aspinwall's Ferry,
that 1 told you about, and ran west a mile south of and parallel
to the Leaf River,
"It then crossed the Wing River, near its junction with the

Leaf, Under a bridge, today, near that spot, may be found a spring
that furnished water for the early travelers, Many of the voyagers

used this spot as a camping place, because of the water supply.
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"Up to several years ago, traces of the trail could be seen
where the heavy wheels of the Red River carts once cut deep ruts

in the virgin soil, Today, there is a road that runs past the

s
Goddard, Malone, and Askew farms, that follow/the route of the

old Pembina Trail. A slight trace of the trail may be seen for a
short stretch on the Garvin farm, in Wing River Township.

"From there the trail went westward to Otter Tail Lake, and
northwestward to Pembina. On its route from east to west, the
trail forked at a point in Cass County., One branch went south to
Sauk Repids, andfrom there it wouhdd its way to Mendota, "

"And did all the other trails in Wadena County lead into the
Pembina Trail?" Bobby asked.

"Yes, Bobby, that was the 'main line', as we would call it in
the railroad man's language," said Hooty Owl., "But the 'main line!
trains were not much like those of today. The 'cars' were crudely
fashioned, hand-made ox-carts, made entirely of wood, because iron
was a scarce article in those times, They were fastened together
with wooden pegs and strips of buffalo hide., They hal no grease
for the wheels, and thelr ghostly creaking was certainly nerve-
wracking, even to us Owls.,"

"Whaet were they hauling in those carts, Hooty Owl?" asked
Betty, all curiosity.

"Well," said Hooty, "the first train that passed through here
was loaded with furs and pemmican for Mendota, That was in 1842,
There were six carts in the train, and one oxen hauled each cart,"

"What's 'pemmigan'? Bobby wanted to know.

"Pemmican is dried buffalo meat, pulverized in buffalo tallow,"
replied Hooty Owl. "The shipment was sent by Norman W. Kittson,
member of one of the oldest fur-trading families in this region. He

was chlef agent for the American Fur Company in the Red River Valley,
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"On their way back to Pembina, the carts were loaded with goods

badly needed by the people up there. These goods came up the Mis-
sissippl to Saint Paul or Mendota, and were transferred to the
watting carts.

"Later came the stage coach, to care for trawelers who were
anxious to get through the wilderness as quickly as possible. As
a rule, the stage coaches followed the same trails that were used
by the creaking old carts, although they were drawn by horses, and
traveled much faster,

"Then came the railroads, and 01d Father Time quickened his
pace, But even asearly as 1834, long before white settlers occu=-
pied the land hereabouts, a rsulroad was being urged for this sec-
tion, But 1t was not until 1864 that the idea took form, Josish
Perham, of Malne, was elected president of the Northern Pacific,
and he worked hard to make his dream come true; but he died, a
discouraged and poor old man, J.G.Smith, of Vermont, succeeded him,
and spent the best years of his 1life trying to raise the money
necessaryg to build the road., But it was not until 1870 that work
actually started--thirty-six years after Perham's first dream.

"After the Northern Pacific was started, there was a 1lull in
the work, owing to bad financial conditions. Then appeared Jay
Cooke, one of the greatest financial minds of his time. His banking
house was asked to help finance the Northern Pacific, and he sup-
plied large sums for the work. Then came the panic of 1873, and
the great banking house of Cooke crashed, in New York City, That
was a terrible blow to this part of the country; yet, in spite of
it, the Northern Pacifi€ carried on.

"Then, in the early 1880's, there was a re-organization of the
road, and Henby Villard and hls associates took control., Immedi-

ately a great boom followed, and the future of Waden County and
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the Northern Pacific was assured.

"The early settlers in Minnesota were so anxious to have rail-
rodds built that they raised money to help in the operations. Ev-
en after the coming of the Northern Pacific, Wadena County sought
more outlets to its markets.

"In 1881, the Wadena, Fergus Falls & Black Hills Railroad was
organized, It was planned to run this line from Wadena to Fergus
Falls, and then on to Milner, N.D. But in the long run, Wadena got
cheated. Otter Tail County voted $200,000 worth of bonds for the
road, providing it would'start from the Northern Pacific at some
point in Otter Tail County'.

"This was done, and Wadena discovered that the new road branched

from the Northern Pacific at a point two miles west of town. How=-

ever, the round-house for the new road was located at Wadena for

six years, before it was finally moved to Staples.,"

" gsbout time to build the Great Northern, now, isn't 1t?" sug-
gested Bobby.

"Just ebout," agreed Hooty Owl. "It was in 1883 that the Wa-
dena & Park Rapids road ceme into being. The line was laid out
from Eagle Bend to Park Rapids, Wadena voted to lssue $11,0000
in bonds to help build it, end trains were running over the new
road in 1891. Shortly afterward it was taken over by the Great
Northern."

"Tiye heard Grandpa tell sbout how trains were then running
all the way from St. Paul to Fargd in eleven hours and thirty
minutes," said Bobby. "But, shucks! Grandpa was thinking about
how much faster that was than the old ox carts, I guess, The
trains that run now, make that trip in about five hours, don't
they?"

"Yes, I think they do," said Hooty. "But it wasn't until

November, 1883, that the railroads got thelr time schedules
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straightened out. There were sbout 80,000 miles of railroad in

this country, operating under fifty different time arrangements,
But finally four time zones were set up for the whole country, and
from then on it was a simple matter to operate trains on schedule,”

"And now we have automobiles, trains, and air planes in Wadena
County," said Betty, proudly. "But we haven't any more river traffic,
since the Indians left with their canoes, have we?"

"No, Betty," said Hooty Owl, "But some of the early ploneers
had dreams of great steamboats running up and down the Leaf River,
the Yrow Wing, end the Shell; and around the several lakes of the
county. But others laughed at the idea,"

"@ee! that woudd be swell," exclaimed Bobby. "If we had boats
like that, we could go all the way from home to S5t. Paul and back
on Sunday excursions, like the kids in St. Paul take trips down
the Mississippl on the 'Capital'."”

"Wah-hool That would be nice, Bobby,but I'm afraid it wouldn't
work," said Hooty, smiling st Bobby's enthusiasm. "However, those
dreaming ploneers wouldn't give up; and in 1884 their plan came to
a head, with the formation of the 'Shell River Navigation Company,'
The i1dea was to run boats down the Shell, into the Crow Wing, and
on down into the Mississippli. They even had visions of regular com-
merce with 8t, *ouls, and other points far to the south; maybe clear
to New Orleans."

"Why didn't they try 1t?" Bobby asked.

"Hoot me down, they did try it," said the Owl, "You know how
those pioneers were, Whenever they got an idea into their heads to
do somethlng, they never gave up until that 1dea proved impractical.

So, they just went shead and raised $10,000 to back the scheme,
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"At Shell City they built a sturdy stern wheel steam boat,

and named her the 'lLottie lea', And after a few trial trips close
to home, 'Lottie! was taken on excursions up and down the Shell
River, Those trips were very successful, because, at the time,
the water was deep and the river was wide.

"Then ceme the time to venture farther from home, They had no
trouble in getting down the Shell; but when they got into the Crow
Wing, the story was different. That trip was worse than a night-
mare to those boatmen., There were shsllow spots and sand bars to
blocl thelr way; and they had to stop every little while and put
on their bathing suits, and get into the river to remove rocks and
stumps from Lottle's path.

"I was sitting on the boatd flag pole when she started on that
trip, and I nearly fell off my perch when 1 laughed so much. Hoo-
hoo-hoo~hoo! It took 'em two days to go two miles, sometimes, and
I had meny & good nap, iIn perfect quiet, sitting up there on that
flag pole."

"HMPHI" snorted Bobby. "Lottie could have taken a few lessons
from the lumbermen's logs, if she wanted to make a trip down the
Crow Wing, I guess."

"That she could, Bobby," said Hooty Owl, still chuckliag over
the recollection of the trip. "But the trouble was, her owners
neglected to examine the river's channel before they started on
their journey. And it was a very much disgusted and very tired
créw that finally reached Motley. It was still a long way to the
Mississippi; and the men behind the job were ready to glve up.

So they just tied up the good ship 'Lottie Lee' to the dock at
Motley, and there she remained to the emd of her days,"
"And didn't they ever try it again?' asked Bobby, very much

disappointed.
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"No, they never did," said Hooty. "But for several years

efterwards they still hoped that the government would deepen the
chennel of the Crow Wing. That dream never came true,"

"Well," seid Betty, with a smile, "I'm going to put the 'Lottie
Lee' in my 'picture of the past', anyway. "And I guess both the
pictures are about finished now, aren't they Hooty Owl?"

"Yes, Betty," replied Hooty, "I guess there isn't much more
to be put into either picture, However, to know one's county real
well, it 1s probably necessary to know something about its govern-
ment, So I'll just take the time right now to tell you as much as
you need to be interested 1n:

"In 1872, Minnesota hed just three congressional districts,
and Wadena County was placed in the Third District; in 1881, it
was moved into the Fifth District; snd in 1891, it went to the
Sixth District, where i1t remains today, It is in the Fifty-first
Legislative District, eand the Seventh Judicial District.

"The first officials of the county were: Dr, C. B, Jordan,

L. S. Pratt eand John B. Garvin, Commissioners, Dr, Jordam was also
the first physician to settle in the county. On April 12, 1873, the
Commissioners met at his home to name their county officers. Those
were: Auditor, A. W. Lake; Treasurer and Register of Deeds, C. J.
Stewart; County Attorney and Judge of Probate, P. A. Gatchel;
Sheriff, L. F. Geaton; Superintendent of Schools, Dr. C. B. Jordan;
Coroner, J. P. Parvin,

"om August 23, 1873, a petition to form Wadena Township was
filed by P, A, Gatchel, J. B, Parvin and S, S, Gardner., The Town-
ship was located in Township 134, Range 35.

"The following month, the Town Supervisors were named. These
were L. S, Pratt, H. W, Fuller and S. S. Gardner. At that same
meeting, a School District was formed, which included the entire

oounty. The settlersy also voted a two mills tax for schools, and
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a twenty mills fax for County purposes.

"Oone of the exciting political events to interest Wadena
County came in 1882, Your Grandpa will probably remember the no-
torious Nelson-Kindred fight for Congress that year. There was a
lot of trouble over thak contest, and if cool heads had not been
in the majority, several lives might have been lost,

"gnute Nelson, who for many years represented Minnesota in
the United States Senate, was running for Congress from this dis-
trict that year. And opposed to him was Charles Kindred, onme
prominent with the Northern Pacific Railroad in this section. The
cempaign went down into history as the bitterest political fight
ever waged in the state. Wadena County was right 1In the center

of the fight. Mr. Nelson was elected."

Hooty Owl stretched‘hds wings ard blinked his big eyes, as

he continued:

"and I think that is sbout all there is to tell you about
the politics and government of Wadena County today. You under-
stand, of course, that elections are hel# every year, arnd new
men are placed in the various offices. There may be some of the
county officials right in your own home town of Menagh,

"But there is one thing more you might be interested in know-
ing: What 1s now Wadena County, Minnesota, might have been a part
of the Dominion of Canada, if it hadn't been for that wise old
statesman, Benjamin Franklin, Here's what happened:

"When the treaty was signed between the United States and
Great Britain, at the close of the Revolutionary War, one of the
boundaries proposed would have been all wrong, according to the
land surveys mede, But Franklin wanted to be sure that the inited
States took in the source of the Mississippi River. People didn't

lmow as much sbout geography in those days as you do now, Bettye.




WADENA CO UNTY (81)

They thought that the source of the Misslssippl was right straight
west of Lake of the Woods, So the boundary line was described as
running west from Lake of the Woods to the Mississippl River. But

when it was found that the source of the great river is far south

of Lake of the Woods, the matter had to be ad justed, It was many

years before the matter was finally adjusted.

"That misunderstanding of those early treaty-makers is the
reason why Minnesota today owns a strip of land on lLake of the
Woods, jutting far into Canesda, and not connected with any other
part of the state,"

"You will be flying right over Lake of the Woods on your way
back to Toy Town tonight, won't you, Hooty Owl?" said Betty.

"That's what I will, Betty," replied Hooty. "And I believe it's
about time to begin thinking about that trip right now, too. Looks
like I might be going to have a lot of company, doesn't it, But I
guess that all these other birds that are sitting around here in
the trees are just waiting for us to leave, so that they scramble
for the crumbs we left from our pienic lunches,

"Do you know, Kiddes, he continued, "Mother Nature surely fav-
ored Wadena County, and all this part of the state, by making it
the home of thousgands of beautiful song birds; and you have pretty
much the ssme varieties here now that the Indians and the early
pioneers had. You have the Bue jay, robin, catbird, brown thrasher,
scarlet tanager, blue bird, martin, and many others, There are
not many Owls, like your present guest, but then we Owls are
classed as song birds, anyway.

"You have what is called the 'summer resident', and the 'per-
manent resident'--those that come in the spring and leave in the
fall, and those that stay all through the year,"

"I love the song birds, don't you, Hooty Owl?" said Betty.
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"Wah-hool Indeed I dol" declared Hooty. "Even the Owls. Every-
body should love the birds--and be kind to them, too, because they
are very valuable, Not only do they add to the beauty of the coun-
try, but they eat millions of insects and other pests that damage
the farmers'! fields and gardens,

"And just listen to that lark, there. Isn't he a happy song-

ster? I believe he is dedicating that last number to us, as an

expression of his happiness because we have hed a wonderful day

for our picnic, I'1l thank him for it as I pass on my way north.
And now, Bobby and Betty, I hope you have enjoyed the day as much
as I have, ard that you will keep always fresh in your minds,
‘these pictures of the 'past' and the 'present! Wadena County. I'll
try to be back in time to see your report cards, and I feel quite
sure you will both have a big "A" in hbstory. "Wah-hool Good-bye."
And Hooty Owl spread his great wings and silently soared
away to the north, as the children picked up their lunch basket

and hurried home to relate the day's adventures to Mother ad Daddy.
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Doctor Tinkle Tells The Kids

a Story

On a beautiful midesumer day in 1938, Deetor Tinkle, of 014 Toy Town,

Rorth Pole, came swooping dowm from the sky in his big airplane, and landed

near the shore of Blueberry Lake, in Wadena County, Mimmescta.
was almost noon, and the old story=te
Bob, who were expected to bring s pieni
on the lake shore, while he told ther
bob weren't late, eithers They got
And before you could say Jack Robinson, Bet

th spread, and everything was ready for the fessts /

"Do you like blueberries, Doctor Tinkle?" asked Bettye.

"1t11 say I do," said Doctor Tink) ; se¢ you have brought a
bottle of cream with the things FUSES We going to have e dandy
good meals Uy, but you kids are lucky o have such blueberry pateh as Wadena
County is nowe Did you know that it is one of the Tinest and largest in the
whole countryt"

"We have a Blusberry Township and & Blueberry Lake, too," said Bobe
"All in Wadena County."”

you, have." said Docter Tinkles “And I'11 tell you soms

wadena County is almost exmetly in the center of the State of
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Minnesota; and Minnesota is almost in the eenter of the United States--that is,
in the center from sast to westsy  So you see, the folks around lere ean ship
blusberries all over the United States; and they do, toos  I'1l be there are
Just thousands of folks everywhere having blueberries for lunch right now--in pies,
and sauce, and jam. But I like mine best with cream on, and I osn eat & lot
of them, too, so be sure you give me & big bowlful, Betty."

"We ought to have a strewberry end a blackberry township teo,"™ said

" Bobe "And maybe raspberries.”

"0, Bob," said Betty, "Maybe you think we ought t¢ have a Pienic Towne
ship, and an Jee Cream Township."

Doctor Tinkle just smiled, &nd saids "Well, Betty, there was a time
several million years ago when this whole country down here was a sort of Ice
Cream Townships” That was what was ecalled the Ulaeial Period, when all this
part of the country was covered with snow and ice. That was & long time before
Doetor Tinkle went to Toy Town to work for Santa Claus.”

"0, tell us sbout the Glagial Period,” cried Betty. "Did you live
here then, Doctor Tinkle?"

"0s no," said Doctor Tinkls. ™I didn"t live here; and I didn't come
down here very often, eithere. It was too far away from home, and I didn't have
any airpleane in those days, you knows But this part of the country doesn‘'t
look mueh now like it did thens By=-the-way, Bob, let's have that map of VWadena
County you were going to bring with you today; mnd while we are looking at the
map to keep track of where we are, I'll tell you something about ‘the changes
that have taken place down through the ages. Man himeelf has been responsible
for most of the changes."

Hob spread the map out on the ground, and Doetor Tinkle sharpened a
stick to be used as a pointer, and started his interesting story of the history

of Tadena Countys

"Now, children," he said, "as I told you a moment ege, I didn't visit
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this part of the country very much until sbout a thousand years or so after

I went to work for Santa Clauss But you may be sure that somebedy lived

here, because men have found many traces of their homes and habits, even

though they haven't found any records or maps sueh as you have nowadayss
"Right here inm Wadena County we have proof that the Yound Builders

lived here for a times But just who the Mound Puilders wer .

came from, or what became of them, nobody knows for sure.

saw any of them.”

"fhen how do you know they lived here?" asked Bobe

"y

Did they leave
some letters?”

"Ho, they didn't leave any letters," said Dootor Tinkles "But they

lef't something else.” He pointed with his stieck to the Village of Hadena, on

the map. "Eight over here, only a few years ago, there were still traces of

one of their mounds, which contained humen bones, and pots, and pans, and =
knife made of stone.”

"I don't see how they could build mounds when everything was covered

with snow and ice.” said Betty.

"0s they had time enough to build their mounds alfter the snow and

ice had all melted, and they had summers here then like you have now,"™ said

" 1.

Doctor Tinkle. But you see; npbody knows for sure just when they were
Some students believe that the lMound Builders ws
had been driven south by the glagierss And

Indians less than 200 years agos"

"Pid they bury dead Indiens in the mounds, Docter Tinkle?" asked

EO;’.)by.

"Don't know for sure whether they were Indians or notj and wot all

the mounds held human bones whem they were opened. In one small mound all

that was found was a copper axe and s crescemt-shaped copper decoration. That
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waes right here in Blueberry tomahip, tooe"

"nid the Sound Builders digz ditehes and pits,

"Well, that's some more of the mystery,” said Doe Tinkles ‘™I
suppose you are thinking sbout thls diteh and the pits er here by Wadena
Village, aren't you? Inside the triangle formed by © des of 'the diteh
e pit wag found, and sSeveral grawves covered with stones, or boulderse. But
thet may have been a part of & faort huilt during ones of the many wars bee-
tween the Sioux and 0jibway Indians.”

"And over here at the fork of the rivers in Thomaston Township were
found seven mounds, each about thirty feet long and twenty~five feet wide.

And nearby was one mound forty feet long smd three feet wides"

"Giants? zraves ! shouted Bobby.

"Maybe they were, Bobby,™ said Doctor Tinkle. "Nobody knows for sure,
and probably never wills That was & long, long time ago. And some people
believe that if the Eskimo were the first people to live here, they were follow-
ed by another strange race of people known as the *Quarts Puilders of Little
Fallste « Those people left some relies, too, such as tools and implements of
various kinds, all made of gquartz, ome of the wery hardest of stoness"”

- .

"nidn't the Indians bother the Eskime or the Quartz-Puildersi” asked

"¥o, I think not, Betty." said Dector Tinkles "The Indians are be-
lieved te have come later, And they probably came from the east--Athapascans
and Algonquins.”

"And then the white men came," said Bobbys

"Well, the white men ecame after the Indians, all right," said Doctor

Tinkle. "But when the white men érrived ell the first Indian tribes had dis-
appeared, and this whole territory was peopled by the Dakotah tribe."

"Were the Dakotehs good farmers, Dootor Tinkle?" asked Bobbys. "And
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do you think a Dakotah owned my Daddy's farm one time?"

Wy - R .
] C i CThose

No, I think mot, Bobby," Feplied the Doctors "The Tndian
days didn't like te worke He preferréd to lsave that to his wife, or squaw,
while he went hunting mand fishing, or out fighting other Indians.,”

"Isn't that just like a man?" said Betty. ™But how did the Indlan
get enough to eat if the men wouldn't work? And who built their houses sand
bought their clothes?"

"They didn't wear any elothes.” said Bobby.

"0, yes they did, Bobby," said Doctor Tinkle. "You must not forget
that they had eocld winters up here in those times, just as they do mow. But
the Indians were great hunters, and wild fur«-bearing game was plentifule So,
even if they didn't wear many clothes in the summer time, they had plenty of
warm furs to wear in the wintere. And fish and game and wild fruit and berries
gave them a plentiful supply of foods They had no salt and pepper, as you have,
but for sugar they used the sweet sap of the maple troes.”

"Maple sugar ™ shouted B by "That was good L1 bet But the

Indians never had a frosted chocolate cake like this, did theys." And he laid

& generous slice on the Doctor's plate,

"Indeed they didn't," said Doctor Tinkle. ™Nor bread and butter like

this eithers But the Indians did raise a little corn, which the squaws ground
up between stones, and made into a coarse méal. That was their only flour, and
of it they made the only bread they had.”

"Their houses were round, pointed tents, built of poles eut from small
trees, and covered with the skins of animals. These were called tee=pees, They
had no doors or windowse Their cocking was done over open fires in the middle

the tent, 'and the smoke from the fire had to find its way out through the
hole at the peak,"

"Could the Indians cook chicken like this?" asked Bobby, as he held up

a
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drum stick, partly eaten.

"Not thet kind of chicken, Bobby," said Doctor Timkle. "pRut Mr.
Indian had some kinds of mealt that you dom't have, toocs There was emoug
and to spare in those days, of many kinds of wild geme, for both food and
elothing,”
"The woods tesmed with deer, caribou, bear, lynx, raccoon, wolf,

and various members of the cet familys The prairie section was alive with

grouse,. prairie chickem, quail, as well a# buffale, badger and fox, and

other wild things. The sloughs and streams were filled with beaver, muskrat,

otter and minke Creat flocks of ducks, geese, orames and swans had their

feeding grounds on the uplands, and watering places for them were plentifuls”
"Yes, Dame Nature wae very gensrous in her supply of food end c¢lothe

ing for the Indians And although the Indian had no matehes like vou have,

he knew how to make a fire, either by kmocking hard rocks togsther, or by

twirling a stick in a notech in another sticks That is one trick, Robby, that

-

your Boy Scouts of these days learned from the Indieans.
"After many years of sole posséssion of all this wonderful country,
of which VWadene County is now a part, the Indian had to make room for the

white man,"

The First White Ven

"Who were the first white men to come to Wadena County, Doctor Tinkle?"
asked Bobbys "Did Columbus discover Wedena County?"

"0, no, Bobby," said Doctor Tinkle. ™It was a great many years after
Columbus® time that the first white men eame to this part of the countrye. There
has been much discussion as to who the first white men were to reach this far
wests Some believe that those two Frenclmen, Rsddissen and Greseillicrs, were

the first ones, but the records are not elear."
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is ome thing of which history is certain, however, and that

T

Paniel Greysolon Du Luth penetrated ss far as Lake Nille

24

m this explorer that the present eity of Duluth takes its
"ihat wes Du Luth loocking for, Doctor Tinkle? Was he Just hunting
food and elothingi"

"No, I think not, Bobby," sald the Doctor. "Basek in those days even

educaled people had strange ideas of geography; and Du Luth was one

of the first Frenchmen who came through here loocking for & short cut to India,
the ecuntry that was supposed to contain suech great wealth for everybody."

"Guess they didn't know how big Ameriea is, did they t"

"Indeed they didn't," said Doctor Tinkle. "And they didn't have any
great wealth it contained, either, until afteyr they got hérey but
take them long to see that it was the greatest fur and lumber pro=

ducing country in the worlde And then things began to happen. MNore Frenche
to the

French empire; some hoping to gain wealth for themselves in the fur business;

and then theré were the Missionaries, who were anxious to make Christians of

the Indianse™

"And did the white pecple have te live Just like the Indians when they

first came?” msked Betty.

"04 mo, the white people brought a great many things with
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then thet the Indiany had nover seem mnor heard of before. And they made a
groat many very good trades with the Indians for amimal pelts to send back

east."

"low could the white mem talk with the Indians?” asked Bobby.

"Didn't they speak a differemt language?™

"They surely did, Bebby," said Docter Tinkle. ¥The Indians spoke
a good many differemt languages; that is, each Imdiem tribe had a language of
its ovm. And that's ene of the very things that caused so mmch tromble in
those days. DBut they all had furs to trade; and those first whito men were
pretty smart Frenchmen., It dida't take them lonmg to make wp a language they
could all understand well cmough to do business."

"Bet thoy used a sign language, dida't they?" asked Bobby.

*Yes, that's just what they did, et first." said the Doctor. "You
see there were & great many different tribes of Indiens, each with a dif-
dereut lamguage, but the first white men were all Fremch. So the smart Fremche
men found a way to talk to ALL the Indisns., They didn't care HOW they talked.
All they wanted was those furs, There were ladies back hame demanding furs,
and they didn't care where they came from or how they were oblalmed, either.
Cost @idn't mean a thing o them, That?'s how there was so much money to be
made in the fur business."”

"Then I guess the ladies back hame caused as much trouble as the
Indians did,” said Bobby, with a mischievous grin at his sister.

"But not ALL of the Prenclmen were traders for furs, were they,
Doctor Tink].ﬂ?‘ asked Betly.

"o, mot all,” said Doctor Tinkles “"Same of them were missiomaries;
others just adventurers and explorers. DBut nome of them were very good map
makers. lakes and rivers were very badly misplaced. There are still in exe

istence some of the maps made by Joliet, Llarqnet'be, laSalle, Henmepin, LeSueur,

¥icollet, and Duluth, But I'm afreid you children would have & pretty hard
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time Yo find your way sbout Just Wadend gowtby, with ane of those maps for a
guides”

"Bot they weron't any worse maps than the ones Debtby makes,"” sadd
Bobby, still grinning.

"ioll, Bobby," said the Dostor, "you can't blame Betby too wmoch for
that, you lmowy  Perhaps she i more inberested in furs than she ig in maps,
oo, Just o those early Fronohmen worey and what was then Mmeseta was ono of
the Clnest spots for furs in the whole world, There are not o many fure
bearing aximals now, anywhore, But dwing Ghose times both Indians and white
men idlled thom by thousands to sabisfy the vemity of mon and women,®

"The white mon wore just as bad ag the Indiens to 1411 the beaubiful
avinals, voren't theys said Betty, sadly.

"You, 1 aw afraid they were, Dotty," said Doobeor Tinklo. "rhe eriey
of these dumb animals ocheed through the woods dmy and night, as they died
eruel deaths in the Indiang' tvaps, or fell before tho white men's gungs The
furs were shipped thousands of miles to reach some markots. Sone oven went to

We couwrts of Burope to garb the extiravagant ralers and thedy followors.”

"How did they got the furs to the market iln those days,” asioed Bobby,

“ldnmbsota didnit have good roads then, like they have now, 1 bob.”

"1 should say thoy didn't have good roads, Meaid tho Dostor, “lhey
dida't have any roads &t all--just twails through the forest, and nob very
good tralls, at tmts No, they had trading posts established nt soveral places,
in different parts of the country, whore the hwnrbers and trappers took thoir
amimal pelbs and did thedir bargaivings These trading posts wore usually en
s river bank; and from thore the furs were sent by small boubs for gem=
oral distEibubion,

"The first arganized efifort to handle the fur trade in & business=
lile way came about the year 1670, when the Hudson's Bay Mwr Camany was

starteds From thon om 1% booames ome of the biggest things iu the coumtry.”




"Doocs Sante Claus get his furs from the Iudsonts Bay Pur Company3®
askod Betty.

Doctor Tinkle smiled; as he answereds "Well, not our Horth Pole
Santa Claus, Botily. You see, wo folks wp there are all 1liks one bg family,
anlmols and all, and we don't belieye it is necossary to i1l cach other just
to got pretiy furs to wear. WNo, Bebly, 01d Sam Spowshos, the big white Toy
Town rabbif, sheds a lot of his ulpe whie Nr evory spring, and lrge Sants
Claus and her sewing girls use that white fur o twrin soats dnd ocdps and
soarfs and mitbens for Poctor Tinkls end Santa Claus,”

"Thens wizy don't all the animals stay wp there at the Horth Pole
where they won't got killed for thelr furs, Dosber Tinkled"™ asked Debby.

"Well, Betby," sald the Doctor, "that is like asldng wiy all the psople

in The world dou't live in Vadoma County, Minnesota, where you amd Bobby are

8o happy, Soon thers wouldn't Lo roai eaough to move around, And then, oo,

there wouldn't be enough i‘&&a*‘-:qr grorybodys No, whea MHother Nature made so
many birds and anlmals of all Mnds, she knew very well that the mmarbest cnes
and the strougest oues would have to live off the woeaker oness Thabts what
we oall tho law of 'the survival of the fittest.!"

"And that's the yeagon why lan is the boss over the wirels works,
isn't 167" said Bobby.

"That seeis €0 be ono of the reasons, dnyway, Bobby," said Dogtop
Tinkle, "Dut Man's biggest job seems to be how to get along with other men.
lian rules all the lower animals, all right, and takes whatever they may have
without asking?"

"But they fight each other over noney and womon, don't thoy," said
Betty, rolling her ¢yes at hoy brother.

"1 am afraid they do, Dear," said Dootor Tiakle, sadlys "Hot all men,
of course,” ho addeds "Now Dobly and I, for emample, wouldn't fight over

anything at allg and there are many more like use But it ic & regretiable
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fact that love of women, maney and power causcs more trouble for men than

everything olse in life, Now this fur business of the early deys in the Northe

wost was a good way for man bo make great sums of money, And the first thing
we know there was a very Jealous rivalry sprang up ameng the various companies
that were making it their btusiness, There were many bitter fights, and a great
deal of cheatiag, Much blood was shed, too., &nd do you kmow, Children, ong of
the real causes of the War of 1812 with England sprang from the rivalry in
the Tur business.”

"0s my higtory book at school says that the War of 1812 was caused
by seizing Mmerican sailors on the high seas,”™ deslared Bobby,

"Corfect, young man,” said Dootor Tinkle, Go %o the head of the
classy and we'll give you an extra picce of gake as a roward for being a
good histarian. Dut your history boek also says that in the treaty of 1785
that ended the Revolutionary VWar, Bngland signed over to the United States
all the land between the ligsissippi River and lake Swuperior, doesn't 41%
But despite thet fact, Inglish and Canadign fur traders contirnued to operate in
American territory. Tho Americans protested, and a very bitter feeling sprang
up between the two counmtries,”

"ihat ocountry did Vadena gounby bolong to them?™ asked Betty,

"How that was & smart questiom, Botby girl; " said Doctor Tinkle,
“and we'll have o sead you to the head of the olass, too, with an extra
plece of cakes You've been looking closely at the map horo, dud you see that
Wadoua county is WEST of the Nigsisaippi River, and g0 not included in the
land that Fngland ceded to the United States,

"All right, let's jJust turn the map over and look at the other
slde for s mauent," And Betty and Bobby and Dostor Tinkle all flattoned theme
gelves out on the ground with the map of the Unlted States before them, while the
Doctor pointed out the boundary lines and explained the mational owmership of

the torritory which inoluded what is now Wadena gounty from the date of its
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disoovery up to the presemt time.

Wadona County Geagraphy
“The territory that now makoes up Wadema Counby,” said Dostor Tiuklg,

"first came under the sonbrol of Franmee through those Freuch oxplorers I %old
you about, who were such poor map makers, Them during ono of the many wars
in Burope, France gave this oountry to Sapin, iz 178%. The transfer was of &
private mature, and one of the othor nations Imew amybhing about it unbil
afterwardsy Bub Spain didntt koep it lomg, She gave 1t back Yo Franee in
1800,

UThen about that %ine your Unele Sam bogan to stretoh and grow, He
saw an opportunity teo make a good deal with Pranve im the 'Louisiand Purchase?
of 1803, so he plantod the stars and strives over the torritory, aud it hag
remained there over since."

"I know who mallo tho flLouisiama Purchase', said Bobbyes "It was James

lionroe and Robert Livimggton,” *‘iﬁ
TV
"Right again, Botty", said Dostor TinkI®y “Jamos Monrde wes the

United States? Mimisbor to France, and it vag whon Thomas Jefforson was

president, Bul do you kmow how much they paid for the Louisiana Territory?™

"I do," shoubed Bobby. "It was $15,000,000,%

"That's right," said Dootor Tinkle, YThat is, that's what they paid
Frances but there were a great many trappers and traders who had olaims afe
ainst the land, and when those olaims were paid, with tho imberest due om
on them, the purchass price really amounbed to $27,000,000,%

"$27,000,0008 My Coodnsss] That's e pile of monoy, isntt 169" ex-
olaimed Betty, -

"Sounds like a pretby big pils, doesn't 1£1" said Dostor Tinkle,
smiling, "But when you figure it down %o pennios, 4t wounds 4 bit different,
Just think, there were more than e million square miles of ite-more tham all

the land in Conbipsmbal Burope. And it inmcludes some of the very richest
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soll in the whole world, Goo, And your wise old statesmon Wad BB WAt pure
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"1 guess it wasn't very comvenient to govern whem it was & part of
Michigan, was it?" said Bettys "With the whole of Iake Michigan dividing it
right in the middle,"

"Well, it didn't remain that way long, ILittle Geographer.” said the
Doctors "In 1836 Wiseonsin Territory was ereated, and that took im all of
what is now Mimnmesota. Then twe years latere~in 1838--ancther chunk was cut
off the big piece, and this sectiom became a part of Iowa Territory."

"Why, how could that be, Doctor Tinkle?™ asked Betty. "limnesota
is bigger than Iowa, isu't it?"

"Hinnesota State is bigger than Iowa State--as they are now, Bethy,”
replied Doctor Tinkle. "But at that timo Iowa took im a groat deal more territ -
ory than it doos mows In faet it was still considered too big to bocome a
state; so In 1846, when Iowa joined the Umion, still another chunk was cut off,
and what is now Wadema county again became am orphan,®

"There wasn't much left of the big chumk by that time, was there?"
said Bobbye.

"Hot a great deal, for a fact.” said Doctor Tinkles "Still it was
considered too big to be rumming loose, without any kind of govermment. So
three years later--in 1849--llimmesota Territory was orcated, and Wadems County
became a part of it. Then in 1858 Minnesota became a state of the Union, and
Wadona County, as it is teday, was established. It was not until February 21,

1873, however, that the county was officially om?ganized, and took its namg~-

Wadena.”
"ihy didn't thoy mame the state "Wadema'?" Betty wanted to know,
"Well, Betty, " said the Doctor, "just about all the names of places
in this part of the country are teken from the Indians® lanmguages, and they
each have same particular meaning. The name ifinnesota?, for example, is a
Dakotah or Sioux Indian word meaning *sky-tinted watert. And ¢ Wadona® is an

0jibway word which signifies *little round hillte-probably having reference to
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those rounded outlines of the Crow Wing Bluff at the old Wadoma forry.

"So,you see, the mamo "Ninnesotat '{xmld be much more appropriate for

the whole state, with its many ¥sky-timted® rivers and lakes,”
“But the towne and tawnships in Wadena County dom't all have
nawes, do they?™ asked Bobbys

"lio, not al} of them, Bobby. Same of thenm take thelr names from
other sources, originated by white mene Teore, I*11 toll you let?s dos  While
wotve got the mep bofore us, let's mix up a little history with our geography,
and make a picture of Wadema County in every detail, so clear in your minds
you'll never forget it."

"let's play that Betty and I are toﬁ}ista, and you arc a real cstate
agont taking us on en airplane rip over the coumby,” said Bobby.

"Thats & good ides,” said Doctor Timkle.' "I911 try to bo & good
guide; and you may ask as many gquestions as you ‘m{: toe If I don't know the
correct answers for sure, wo'll all go to the Hbprary and lock them up."”

"0, that will be fun,” eried Betbys "You bo the pilot, Bobby, 1v11
hold the map, and Poctor Tinkle will use the poizrbér and do the talking,®

"That suits me fine,” said Bobby, helping himself %o anobher EPO0K=
ful of blueberrics. "And as this is to be o makewbeliove flight, all I°11
bave to do is oat and listen. We'll start right hore, ovor Blusberry township,
I'1l go up about a thousand fect, and wevll fly back and forth frem ome side of
the county to the other, both ways, until we run cut of gag—wore-lomonads.”

"Well, I'1l bet your gas—-or--lemonads tank is plenty full right now,"”
said Betty, laughing, "And we are all ready to start.”

"Osks" shouted Bobbye "Get on your goggles, and hook uwp your 1ife
beltse CONTACTS Wehwperer-rg®

"lio stunt flying, now, Bobby," said Doctor Tinkle, entering happily
inbo the spirit of the game. "Up a thousand foct, them flatten cut while we

take our bearings:
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“lore we are, ladies and genmtlemon, sailing over ane of the smallest countics
in the statee OF to the sast lies Cass Countys to the gouth is Tedd County;
to the wost is Decker and = part of Otbertail; and to the north, Hubbard.

"With our eyes on the map as we travel, we learn that Wadema Coundy
eonsists of fifteen townships, very meatly arranged in tiers, three tamships
wide (oast and west), and five townships high (morth and south), Bach of these
townships comtains about 540 squars miles, or 350,000 acresy but there is noarly
forty times as much land as water.

"How, &5 this is to De a4 mako-believe flight, we'll all keop ocur eyes
on the map; and as we pass over each township, I will tell you where the name
of the township originmated,” said Doctor Tinkle.

"And 1'11 keep the gas--or lomonade-~tank filled without having to
lend to do it,” deelared Bobby, grimming. "Fill *er up, Betly," he added,
holding out his glasse

There was plenty of lemonade, so Betly filled all three glassese
Then Doctor Tinkle sontimued with his story:

"e*1l start with Blusberry Tommship, in the morthwest cormer of the
county. ‘Blusberry’ is the English translation of an Ojibway Indian name, and
it has boen given also to the river and The lake.

"Toxt to the cast is 'Shell River' towmship, which takes its mame from
the muesel or ¢lam shells found on the benks of the river and the lake Ly the same
e, The 0jibways named this one too.

"But the next towmship to the east was named by the white man
YHuntorsville’, because it was conasidered such a hunters'! paradise.

®pnd now wetll drop south over Orton Towmship, and remember that
Orton' was the femily name of its pioneer farmers.

"ligadow?, next west, was so named because of its small tracts of
natural grass land, enclosed in the gemeral woodland.”

®And was "Red Eye' Tommship mamed for its *Red Eye' whiskey?”
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intorrupted Bobby, clmckling.

"o, you'ro wrong this time, Bobly,” said the Dootore "The towmship
takes its name from the "Red Eye® river, which flows across it from west to
east, as you sees The Ojibways 6o named the river becamss of its red-aye fish,
a speeics of sunfish,

"And now sowlh sgain into Rockwood Towmship. The name *Rockwood?
is supposed To have been derived fram ils glacial drift Loulders and hardwood
timber,"

®1ltsc casy to guess where the mext tommship gets its nawe,” said
Dettye It was mamed *North Germany® on aseount of its German pionsers, wasn't
it, Doctor Tinkle?™

"Yos, that's right, Botty, " said tho Doctors "And the next one,
tlyons?, was mamod in hepor of Jarwrison Lyouns, of Vermdale, who was for many
years a mamber of the Board of Counly Commissioners of Wadepa County.

"And *Bullard* Tommship, next south, was named in hounor of Clarence
Bugene Bullard, of Wadena village, who was for manmy years your County Attorney.

"But we get back to the Indisy mames again in "Wiug Rivert Township,
next wests That is an 0jJibwey name, and als¢ applies Uo the small river

flowing acroess the townghip,

"The sene is ture of *leaf Rivert Towuship. *leaf* is an 0 jlbway

name given to the hills, the lake and the river, so the white men gave the
game nswe to the township.

"And pow we will drop down imbo the southermost tier of towmships.
Wodona is first"

"Tou ©old us what "Wadena' moans, Doctor Tinklo, ™ said Dettye "Tom
said it means *Little Round Hills* in the Indian languago.”

"Good for you, Detly," said Dector Tinkle, warmly, patting Betiy®s
hande "And just beecause you and Dobby are such interested listemors and eager

learners of all +this Wademe Coumty history, I am going to give you & happy




just about live mizutose

liow, let's slip on over to "Aldrich" Tommship. Aldrich received its
pame from the Northorn Pacific reilroad village, so mamed by the offigials of
that railroad in hemer of Cyrus Aldrieh, who c¢aase To this glate im 1855,
sottled in Iimmeapolis, engiged in the real estate business, bocame Ninmeapolis®
postmaster, andl was a very brilliant and successful politician,”

"1 guess '"Thomastown® isn"t an Indian name, is it Doctor Tiakle?"

i Doblbye

"No, Bobby, *Thomastomm® is a Scotch nane, I guesse AL leasth we
koow that *Themstown' Township was 86 nawed in honor of ome of ity ploneer
homesteaders, Thomas Seott, a lumberman amd farmers"

®And that®s thy last of the fifteen towmships, Doetor Tinkle," said
Bettys "And I%11 bet I can nams every ome of them mow, without looking at
the mape Can't you, Dobbyi®

“Basy as ple, " Dousted Bobbys "Dut what about that surprise you
said you have for us, Doctor Tinkle? Do we got that mow?®

"Tou bet you do, 012 Doy,” #aid ihe Doctor. "Did you over hear of
Dootor Timkle makeing praniscks ho didn*'t mean to koep?™

The old stery teller arose (o his feet, and began picking up the
lunch things.

"Lot's soe how quieckly you and I can pack these things im the basket
now, Detty,” he said, while Sobby, the pilot, lands this *make~believe® arie-
planes  Then we will all go over and get into my really and truly airship,
and wale tho sawe trip back and forth all over Wadema County that we did in the

other ome, How would you 1ike that?"

The ehildrea sec¢reamed with delight, and that lunch basket was paclked

in record timee
"1 guoss 1 botter let you be ths pilot this time, Poctor Tinkle,"

gaid Bobbys ¥I'm afyeid we'd erash if I tried to fly your ship."”
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"All right, Boy, I guess I can handle it all right,” said the Dector.
"o wen'% need to wateh the map so elosely om this trip. We'll just buckle
on the roal Iifs belts, o keep us from falling overboards and all of us can
look down on everything iu the county as I polnt out the intorosting things
to you”

Doctor Tiukle was an experionced fliers and in a trice he had his
little passongers sboard, and They took off's It was a beautiful clear day,
and when the altimeler registered a thousand fect, the plans flattened out,
Bobby and Belly were thrilled beyond expressiom as they looked dowm om the
biggest map of Wadema County they had ever beheld.

Then Doctor Tinkle bogan to point out the land merkss

"Well, here we are,” he said, “"a thousand fact up in the air, over
Slueberry Towmship, the extreme northwest corner tewnship of the county. What
is the firet familiar thing you see?™

“Our farm," shouwted Betty. “Look, Bobby, there?s the house, and the
barn, aud the hay ched, *neverything."

"Yes, sir,” said Bobby exeitedly. “And there's lother out there in
the garden right nowe Goe] 1 wonder if she secs us up here. Let's wave at
her, anyway."

Undoubtedly liother saw and heard the big sirplane up there in the sky,
but she €dn’T know at the time that it was her om kiddies who werc so
frantically waving their handkerchiefs at her.

Docter Tinkle smiled at ths children's delight, as he contimmeds

"looks prebiy mice domm there, docsn't it? See those nise Pieclds of

your Bad®s--that clover field, end those dairy cows? It s protiy hard to
believe That im the carly 1890%s that was all a great matural forest, amd that
the cutting and selling of timber was the ome and only business."

"Hasn't there any clover hay here then?™ asked Bobby, in surprises
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"Holl, I should say mot.” said Docter Tinkle, "There weren't any
farms, either, until after the lumber wen had takom all they oould get. And
even them, the clover didn't come for & long time, The fact that Wadems County,
as & whole, is mow one of the very richest clover sections of the world, is due
to a little experimenting done by Judge A. lurray, not so very long ago.”

"Was Judge Murray a farmer?™ asked Betiy.

"Well, mo, not exactly.” said Doctor Tinkle. "Bubt he had some idcas
about what might be raised on this rich land up horee You see, the piomeers
thought it was too far north to raise clover; so they just kept right on raising
whoat, year after yoa¥. But the frét thing they lmow, the land bogan to get
sick. It mooded a change of diet, in order to keep healthy.”

"lother says that change of diet is what keeps Bobby and me healthy,”
said Betty.

"And sho is abselutely right, too,” said the Doctor, heartily. “"And
this Judge Murrgy believed that a clover dist would help this sick lamd, as
well as provide another profitable crop. So he had semo elover seed shipped

to him, and gave about two hundred farmers in Wadema County each a guart

apieces And just to homor the Judge, the farmers plamted it."

“Only a guart apiocel” cxelaimed Bobby. "Wy, that would be only
a couple of handfuls.”

*It wasn't o lot of seed, for a fact, ™ said the Doctor, smilings;
but Boy, 0, Boy, what a surprise it gave those farmcrs, That soed grew, and
thrived, end incorensed beyond enyoms's dreams. HAnd it was jJust like a tonic to
that sick land that had boen planted to wheat too lomge Yeos, sir, Judge Irray's
idoa was onc of the turming points for farmers in Wadema County. Clever is ome
of the richest foods for live stock--aspecially cows-w-and, because you have
plonty of it here mow ig the main reason why this is the dairy cemter of
the world today."
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®I seec the ralliroad track,” said Betbtys "It locks like a blask pemoil
park from up here."
Yoo ," said Doctor Tinkle, "Thatts the Great Northern--the branch,

yvou lmow, that runs alsost straight north and south aoross the county, oconnecte=

ing Wadena, lLeaf River, Sebelm, and Hem%, and on morth to Park Rapits.”

¥ity Dad shipg cattle on that railread,” said Bobby, "The stock cars
go from lionagha to Wadena, and then on te South St, Paul,”

"protly soft for Dad, isn't 1t1" said Doctor Tinkles "The pioncers
didn't bave it so easy before the days of the railroad, The Nerthern Pacific
runs into Wadena, tocs You'll see the tracks when we get further South, That
line runs southeast, through Verndale and Aldrich,"

"0, I soe Stooking lake,” eried Betty, “Why, it really does look 1ike
s stoocking from up here, doesn't itt"

"ilore like ome of Paul Bunyants sooks, 1'd say,” declared Bobbys
"But, Gee whiz] Doetor Tinkle, we can see every lake and river in the whole
county from up here, can't wei®

"That's what you can, my boy," said the Dooctors "Tell you what I*1l
dpt We've plenty of gas in the tank, and plenty of time on our hands, so I'1l
just make one complete trip over the county, and we'll see if you and Belly
can name every lake and rivers Think you can?®

"0, I bet I can,” eried Detty., YI kmow the geography map almest by
heartj and fram up here where we are, all that dowm there is just like a great
big goography map.”

®All right, Iittle Wise Geographer," said Dector Tinkle, "If you
can name all those lakes and rivers without a mistake, I'11 bet you'll get an
"A" on your next report sarde I'11 take the ship wp a bit, so you can see more
at one time."

At a slightly higher altitude, Betty was ready to begin,




®Fly dlow, Doctor Tinkle," she begged, because same of the lakes are
so small, I might miss thom."

"l gan't fly too slow, Betty," said the Doctor, "but I ean eircle
around long enough to give you time %o spy them out, I think. And, as you
point them out and neme them, I*1l make it more inberesting by telling you
whore they got their names, and something of their history.

"WWe'll take inm lakes, rivers and towms, all on ome trip, starting
at the northeast corner of the county, and sigeszagging back and forth clear
%o the southeast cormers You neme the lakes and rivers, and we'll have Bobby
vame the townms. All right, Bobby, what tomm is this, right below us nowi®

"That's our hame town, Memahga," said Bobby.

"Right," said Doctor Tinkle, "And the meme is 0jibwaye--iles-lun,
Longfellow mentions it in his "Song of Hiawatha", It means "Blucberry,”
but was never translated into English, as the names of the river and the lake

were"

“That was Bluoberry lake, where we had our Junch," said Betty,

"And that's the Blueberry River that flows right through it. That 1ittle
lake right close to towm ig Bpirit lake, and that is Kettle Creck that flows
into Blueberry River."

"Spirit lake was mamed by the Indians, as you would surely guess,”
said Doctor Tinkle, but Kettle Croek is a white man's name, Probably it was
found %o be a good place to £1l11 the camp kebtlos with good water in pionser
dayse But what is tho meame of that other little Iake over to the southeast,
there, Betty?"

"Well, I guess I tught to lmow that ons,"” sald Bettys "Thatts Jim
Cook lake, and we go fishing there about a hundred times & year., Dad says
the lake was callod that by a wan named Jim Cook, who used to ocut logs there."

"That's right," said the Doctors "And now those two little lakes to
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the north here?"

"o, thoge are Twin lalkes,” said Betty, “but only ome of them is ia
Wadena County. It*s casy to gwoss whore the pame came from, And that's the
Shell River that flows bebween the two lakesy The lake farthest north is almost
all of it in Hubbard County. And Duck lake and Eound lake--those two right
along in a row there-—-ars almest all in Hubbard County, too."

"There used te be & litle town right down there om the banks of the
Shell River, that has an interesting history,” said Doctor Tinkle, "It was
platted in 1882 by Francis ¥, Yoder and Sewell Me Chandler, At first it was
just o logging camps but ia 1878 settlers began to oome in, and by 1881 there
were about 800 femilies settled theres Yoder and Chandler mamed it Shell
City. The first logging dam in Wadens County was built theres bLut the town
passed out with the logging busincas, and today only a fow cellar holes remain
to mark the spot.”

"The name of the mext river is the Crow Wing," said Betity. "That's
the largest river in the county, amd it flows clear across it, from mafth

to south.”

"That's right, it is the largost river in the county,” said Doctor

Tinkle, "and all the water from all the other streams and lakes in Wadena
County finds its way evemtually into the Crow Wing Bivers The meme is the
English translation of the French meame R. de Corbesu, meaning "River of the
Ravex™s Perbaps it was so pamod because s¢ many crows, or ravens, nested alomg
its shores. Bul there's another lako thers, Detly, right straight south of
Shell City. What's the name of that onet?®

"Thatts Fimm lake,” said Betby, “and the ome right south of the
noxt town is Burgen lakes I always remember that one bocause I have a girl
friend of that nano."

"The next town is HMumtersville,” said Bobby.
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"That's right,” said Doctor Tinkie. "And hore's sumothing interesting
I might tell you right here. Wo are now over Huntersville township, the northe
east cormer of the osuuty., Bul it might not have been the mortheast coruer,
if six of Cass Coumby's townships had had thelr way, back in 1882, Thoy wanted
to join up with Wadens Countys but when it came To a vele of the peopls, it
didn*t go through. In 1886, twelve tommships of Ottertail County, on the west,
wanted to oome over, but agein the voters turned them dewn., Then im 1912, ’
four of Todd County's toumships, on the socuth, rapred om owr door, but failed
to get in. And even as late als 1927, thoso twelve Ottertall townships begged
admittance, but were again turned down,”

"ihockityl" exclaimed Bobby, "If all those twenty~two tommships had

Jjoined Wadema, the county would be more than twice as big &s it is now, wouldn't

ity

"That it would,” seid Dogtor Tinklee "Well, I guess you can*t blame
them Tor wanting to got in. Wadena County hes always bsen very popular among
her neighbors.”

"Wadena County is popular smomg her own people, too,” said Betty,
proudlys "I'm glad I live in Wadema County."

"That*s the wvay to talk, Betty, Girl," ssid the Doctor, "Aund you
want to learn all you can of the history of the county, and its geography, teo,
don't you? Now, we arc swinging to the south again over Orton towmship, Can
you neme those four little streams thet flow into the Crow Wing from the cast
down there?®

Betty paused for a moment with puckered brow, then emswered: "I can
name three of them all right, but I can't remember the mame of the one farthe
est souths Don't tell me, though, because maybe I*11 think of it by the time
we got domn there, The other three are Pig and ISttle Swemp Creeks, and Beuver
Creek, Anyone could tell what they were mamed for.”
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"And that little town there on the west bauk of the Crow Wing, Dobby?"

"0s I learned sbout that en in Sunday Schook®™ said Bobbye "It isuit
mich of a town, tut it swre is mamed after a swell guy. That's Wimrod. Nizred
was & graxdson of Iam, and it tells sbout him in the first boek of the 018
Testament, They called him "a mighty lumbter before the Lord," and they say
he was the one who directed the bullding of the Tower of Babel, Say, Doctor
Tinkle, did they name that town Himrod becamss it was such & good bunting
plage, or because the people couldn't understand each otherts talk?"

"Look out, mow, Bobby,” said Doctor Tinkle, loughing, *You'll have
me on & spot, firgt thing you Enows I don®t think the Tower ¢f Babel had
amything to do with ite In fact that little towm wms estsblighed in 1879
by & man named Savoy, as a tic camp, It was the most important stopping place
between Shell City and Verndales and is even now the trading center of 2 very
fine farming commnity."

"And there's Yeager lake, and mud lake, and Rice lake, all right there
cloge together,” said Betty.
"And Yeager was & homostedder's name, Mud is mmd, and Rice is for wild

rice which grows along its Dauks," said the Doctor, "And westward on wo goe®

"Hitty, Litty, Kitty," Betty began to call, "I ealling the Cat River,

Doctor Tinkle, We are almaost over it right now,”

"Right you ere, Betly, girl,” said the Doctor, “And you can thank your
lucky stars there are nome of thoge old time wild cats along the banks of that
stream now, like there used to bes That's where the Cat River got its nome,

"And here eomes anothor town, Bobbyd Iletts fly right over it, and them
start back east again,™

"0s XKo" said Bobby. "That's Sebokm, We've Deen there lots of times,

right on the reilread and the highway, too."

"Aad that's the Red Eye River that flows right through tho towm,”

Betiye.
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"Sobeka is a vory imberesting little city, too,” said Doctor Tinmkle.
“The name is Ojitway, proncumced *Se-be-kaun', and it means by the made diteh
or chamnel¥, Probably the people who named it tried o find & word neaning*by
the river*, The land where Scbeln stands originally belonged to E. Alfred Olson
and the Daumbach Brotherss The first stock of goods was hauled onto the sight
by Geam in 1850, The tomn was platied in 1851 by Wme. R. and Jennie R, Baumbache
There was a mighty stand of hardwood, as well as #orway and white pine, and
lumbering was the early indusiry of the villages 4 forest fire in 1694 nearly
swopt the village aways. There are same very fime ferms around there now. The
vopulation is mestly Fimnish.”

“There®s a whale of o big ercamery there, t00," said Bobbye "The
farmers from all over the country haul their milk there.®

"Carrect,” sald the Doctor, "And the very butter we had om our bread
for lunch, came from the Sebeka oreamery. I motieed that. And now we are
right ever Jorth Germany Township again. There used tobe o litile town called
"liote® right dewn theré. It was so mamed afbor the chief eity of Lorraime,
France, which, after a siege of two months, was surrendered to the Cermans on

&7y 1870. The post office has gince Deen discontimued.

“And there's another little Lown, Dobby, partly in Horth Germany and

in Wing River tosmships. Se¢é %7

"Yes, that's Dluograsa,” said Bobby. "There's a big Catholie Church

and Crotto therec. I've seen Yem,"

“Aod I bet Dluegrass is mamed just like those two little liay Creeks,

right there,” said Betiy, "on account of all the bluegrass hay that grows

around thoree Is that right, Doctor Tinkle?"
"You bot it 38," replied the Doctor. "The famous old Bluegrass 8%ate,
Eentucky, basn't anything on this 1little sectiom of Wadena County, bas i%? And

here come & coupde more littlec lakes, im Lyoms tomnship. XKnow their nmamos?"
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"You, that's Gramning and Strike," replied Betty, promptly.

"and those twe little bunches of houges down there on the river used
%o be Oye and Oyleon," said Bebby, “But thore isn't axy post office in either of
them any more."

*lo, but there are two very Muteresting things about Oylem, just the
pame,” said the Dootor. "Bnow what they aret"

%0, that's where that big beaver colouy is, on the Crow Wing River,"
oried Betbys “Can't we stop and see it, Docbor Tinklet"

"ell, perhaps we ocan, albter we finich this trip," saild the Doctor,
"Aind while we are at Oylen we'll stop and vigit that big camp and assembly
grounds of the Christian and Missiomary Alllances.

"And now south we go into Bullard township, and then west again.”

"Right over Sand lake, mow,” oried Detty, "And I can see where the

Wing River and the leaf River came together, in Wing River township, and

where the Leafl yuns inte the Red Eye in Bullard township. And-e=e(, now, I

remombor the name of that Creek back there, Docter Tinkle, It's Farnham Croek.
And thet lake back there east of the Croew Wing River is Farnham lake,"
"That's the tieket, Betty girl," said the Dootor, heartily. “You
Kids will surely got a big "A" on that geography-history report card, Farm=
ham lake is more than half in Cass Counby, thoughe The lake and the river
were both named in homor of Swmer W Farmham, s Ymeapelis lumber man.®
"Ioaf Biver is the next town," shouted Bobbys "It's om the banks
of the Ieaf River, in Leaf River Township, and its the last atop ou the
Grest lorthern before we got to Wadena. And there's Wadema, the couaty seab,
right there where the railroads oross.”
"gorrect,” sald Doctor Timkles "Bobby,boy, when you can call them
out like that, it whows that you have the makings of & first class tourist

guide, We might mention something about Leaf River in passing, It was there,
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in 1905, that a copper knife of prehistoric time wes found and prosented to
the mnesota IHistorieal Soclety.

"And now right here is where we turn south and east again for the last
lap of the trips Let's follow the Northern Paoifie tracks for swhile, What's
the next town, Bobhby?"

"Verndale," said Bobbys

"That's right," said the Doctor. "Verndale was first settled by a
group of Iowa people in 1876, Prominent among these were J. E. Butler, Cs W,
Browm, Je Be Kelley and Co Oy Kelleye Then in 1878 it was platted by L. Wi
Farrell, Chase Brown and I, Thompson, and imcorporated in 1883, Up until 1887
Verndale was & rivel of Wadena for the homor of bédng the County Seat, Tho
Wool Growers' Association holds buying days here each year in Junse, when wool
is brought in from long disteances, and buyers are here from all over the state.

"If11 tell you samething aboub Verndale's and Wadena's competition
in reoad building for the wheat business) and the County Seat.

"Fur began to fly in 1879, when Vadeona built a road along the old
Ottertall Trail, It crossed the Leafl River and commected with the Verndale
road at Red Eyés Dut that road didu't do so well, s¢ Wadena built another and
shorter one straight morth %o Park Rapidse That was a little better for buse
iness, but yet mot good emough to justify the expense of its building.

"And all this time Verndale was building roads, teo, but not doing
much betters Thexn in 1080 Wadena Dullt a road that cut twenty-ive miles
‘froam the routes That caused a boom for Wadena.

“rhen in 1886, the railroad extended its line northward, and relieved

the farmers of thelr long haul o the market, And that ended the road wars.

"But all during the fight betweenm the two towns, there was plenty of

excitement. During the last thirby days of it there was so mueh *rough houge!

caused by hired *votors' om both sides that women and childrenm were afraid to
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go into the streetse Vermdale finally earried the case to Court; and in 1887
the decision was finmally handed down in favor of Wadens. And Wadena has been

the County Seat ever since.

Bobby and Betty were all ears while Doctor Tinkle was telling them

the story about Vermdale, aml how near it came to being the county seat. A
trip to Wadena was to them a great event; and they hadn't misded a county
fair since they were big cnough to travel, Probably with this in mind, Bobly
burst out withs

"But, Gee} Whockity} Doctor Tinkle, VWadena is a big city now,
isn*t itr"

"Well, its the largest city in the county, Bobby,® said the Doctor.
At the last consus, the population was given as 2612. But Wadena had to start
small, just like the rest of the towms in tho coumty. It was organized in 1873,
and platted im 1874 by the Northern Pacific Railwey and the Lake Superior &
Puget Sound Land Coes But they didn't even have a court house until 1880. One
was built them on Ash Avemue West and Pirst Street Northwest. But in 1386,
when the county seat fight wes on with Verndale, another one was built, and
that's the ome in use todé.y. The old building still stands, but is used as
a rosidence, Verndale built a court house at the same time, and presembed
it to the county, but it was mever used.”

®And it mever will be, either, boasted Bobliy." "Because Verndale's
population is only 424,

“That*s right, Bobby,” said Dostor Tinkle, "But Veradale is a mighty
busy 1ittle town, just the same. It had 700 people im 1883s Their first
sehool was built im 1887, and Cora Butler was the teacher, with just tweuty-
five pupilse A man wamed Charles Butts built a flowr mill in Verndale im 1878,

"Wadena had & flour mill im 1879, too," said Bobhy. ™I read about it

in the Pioneer Journal Ammiversary Edition."

"put what made Wadema grow so fast, Doctor Tinkle?" asked Betty.
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"Was it because they have two railroads, instead of only one, lika Verndalet®
"Well, that's ome of tho reasons, anymy, dear,” said the Dostor.
"But they've got a bumch of hustlers there, I can tell you, 0, they have
made mistakes, just like amyone clse does, but they dida't let that get them
down, I'11 tell you a few things about Wadena, while wotre flying arocund up
hoere now:"
"In 1872, two mem, Hemry We Faller and L. S, Phatt, came up from

Monticello, and filed on two homesteads., They each built a eabin, and their

families Jjoined them in the sprinmg. Thers was mo store mearer ihan Perhanm,

way over in Ofter Tall Coumty, wutil the spring of 1873, when & building was
moved agross from Ottertail City., This building is stil) standing, and is
situated just east of the Pemmey Store.

A small pox epidemie broke out in the village in the summer of 18773
there were about twenty cases, with five or six deaths. That mecessiteted the
plotting of a cemetery, and although that cemetery was meglocted for a good
many years, it is mow one of the best cared for inm the county.

lloney was scarce in those days, and for several years the merchants
issued *chips* to the farmers in exchange for produce.

"Wadena was favorably lossted to bhecow & distributing center, and
wiile it has lost some of its early industries, it bas added others., Besides
the saw and flour mills end the wood-working industries carmon to the mew
country, Wadonu was at one time--from 1882 4o 1887-wthe home of the Clayton
lNenufecturing Co., plow mamufacturers, now located at Wimmepege From 1885
to 1614 = large oracker bakery was located here.

"Although Wedena capitalists orgenized the original Giamt Grip Horse-
shoe Company to mamfacture o kind of horseshos invented by Otto Swanstrom, of
Frazee, the compauy was moved Lo Duluth, where it still enjoys a suceessful

Pusinesse.
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"Mow Wedema hes & number of wholesale houses, a camming factary,

oreameries, produce houses, machkine shops, sash and dooy factory, ice cream
meamfacturing plants, and live stoek shippers.
Nothodist Tospital, the property of the Northern Minmosota
Conference of the Wesley lethodist Episcopal Church, and under their supe
vision, was comploted im 1934, at a cost of $100,000, Besides being a theroughly
well-oquipped I it ¢ 8 & Yhroowy treining codrse for
marses, vhich meets the recquirements for
Seapatorium was Da in Wadens in 1518, by Tedd aid Vadena
of $100,000. It has a eapacity of thirty-five patients.
®Among the ¢lmrches and parochial schools located in Wadeua, are
St. Ann's Catholie, First listhodict Ppiscopal, St. John's Cerman Tutheran,
Boliness Methodist, First Congregatiomal, Cerman Evangelical Iutheran, Normegim

e} 2

Luatheren, Evangelical Association, Christian and

MHssionary Alliance.

mradens has & very active Gun Club, with o fine shooting grownd; &
well-arronged snd camplete Tourist Park locabed near the Fair Grounds; end
Black's Grove, a beautiful piece of proporty owned by Yohn Black, has been
oponed to the public. On this property is e fine stand of pine, spruce, and
aspen, practically in its watural stete. A beantiful dedl, throwgh which Oak
Creck flows in a series of casendes is one of the mein attrestioms of the
prounds.”

"0, we know Black's Grove, Dooter Tiakle," cried both children.

o always go there for our piecnic dimmer when we go to the County Fair.

Wo had our picturss taken there last sumer.®

"Ii¢s one of the heanty spots of the stats, all rights no questiam
about it," said Doctor Tinikle.

"Wadena has & Pire Departmont, too,” said Betty. "I've seen their

fire engine."

"Yeos, and Wadena has had meed of a fire department ia the past,
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too," said the Doctors *Do you know that nearly all of the business section
of the towa hes boen burmed over ot some time or other? But they've never
had but onme fire vhero there was any Joss of lifes That was in 1898, whem
the Cemtral House burmed to the ground, and three people leost their livesew
an Armenmisn peddlsr waman, and two farmers who were in towm to serve on the
g 1.'3',.1:

¥wetll rembor 21l this you have told us about Wadems, when we come To
the Fair this fall, Doctor Tinkle," said Betty, "And now we're headed east
again, and are right over the Wing River."

"ind we'lre going sixty miles an hour over verndale, and on toward

* declared Bobhye

Aldrieh s
*Te have to pass over Partridge Creek at the seme time we do Aldrich,"”
said Betty, "And then there are no more rivers or lakes wntil we get bask o
the Crow Wing."

"A1Y right," said the Doctor. "Just a word ebout Aldrich while we're
passing over, "That busy little place was one of the first sbttlemombs in the
eounty, It was platted fnm 1880 Ny the lale Superior & Puget Sound lLand Cow
mpany, when Re L. Bellknsp was its presidemt. T% heecame a railroad point,
though, same time before that--in 1872, The firct Puilding was & pump house for
the railroad, and was operatad by a man named C, Hood, Then im 1881 a hatel
mas built, end Delos Folmar bogame its land lord, Hext came a big sammill,
in 13823 and in the carly boom days of the Jumbher business here, more tham
thirty thousand feet of timber were cut in one day."

*1 think T oo & pood place e land dowm there, Doctor Tinkle,"

said Bobbys. "Right there on the west bamk of the river."

Doctor Tinkle began to eirele, as he looked for a level spot, and it

:
(&

was but a moment until he set the big plane dosm in o pasture mot far Irom

- ¥

the Crow Wing, between the mouths of the leaf and the Partridge rivers. Ie

taxied to a stop, and the three "air tourists” alighted.
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"Goey I'm glad we didn'y eat all the lumch at noon," declared Bobby.
"I*a bungry. What tine is it, Doctor Tinkle?"

"only four e'closk,” said the Doctors ™We traveled back and forth
across the county five times; and fron the extreme morthwest cormer to the
extreme sowbheast corner, bosides doing a lot of eirgling around, I'd say
we have traveled at least a hundred and fifty miles,s And we have dome it less
time than it would have taken your grandfather, or one of the early settlers,
with their ax-sarts, to travel ven miles."

“ivn kinda Cired, though," said Detty. "Are we going to rest awhile
before we start back, Doctor Tinklet"

*You bet we are, Betty,” answered the Docter, as be stretched and
yawnode © "Werll just leave the plame here, and go over by the river and have
our suppere. Then I*1l go over to that farm holise and telephome to the lisse
jonary Ceup at Olyn, and ask them to come and get us and take cars of us for
the might, Then from there we will call up your mother and deaddy, at Nemagh, and
tell them not to expeet us back wntil tomorrow. There, how do you Hke that
plan?”

"0« Boyl" shouted Bobbye “Waht a larky What a larkg"”

“And we'1l visit the beaver dam, Too, won't wet" exclaimed Betly,

dancing with delight. "0, I mever had such a lovely time in my life, Doctor

Tinkle, Now you just sit down and rest, and I*1l have this lunch ready in

a jiffy."

i

"I'm enjoying this day, too," said Doctor Tinkle,"And I*11 have &
lot Go tell the Toy Tomm folks when I geo back ¢o the North Pele tomorrow
nmight, I always have ©o tell them wp there all about my parties with you
kiddies in the -outhlandes But I guess I'1l go and do that telephoning now,
while you are gebiing the lunch readys 1 cam got plemty of rest tomight."

The Doctor was back in about ton mimubtes, and reported cverything
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®They?1) have a car hore for us im about an hour,”™ he said, "I guoss

w Pollm at home won't berin to worry about us before that,”
"o are all ready to ecat now," said Betty. ¥“Bobby got same mice
epring water over there by the fonce, and we gtill have plenty to eats”
"Good oppetites; too, heven't we, Bobby?®" said the Doctor, with
e wink at the boys %And, say, while wotre cating, and waiting for the ear,
I*11 €211 you samething about the old ¥Ghost toum® of Wadema that was loeated
just about on this spot here, way back in 1792; A pioneer named Aspimwall got
a charter from the legislaturs to pperate a ferry here where the Red River Train
erossed the Crow Wing River, A thriviag village sprang uwp; and, according e
canp=Pire storles «f the long ago, & Frenchman built & "jack-knife" fort here.
(Those forts were called "jack-iknife" beeause they opemed im the fall and
closed in the spring.," The Frenchman looked out onme day and saw 2 band of
The Indians rushed across the ice of the
river, but the stoep banks on the top of which the fort had beem built, coup=
led with the accurste rifle firs of the men in the fort, proved too much for
them, and they returned to the forest; dragring thelr dead and wounded with
e wore some fur traders here, too, after the oncs who camped in
1782¢ but the only trace they left were some so-celled rifle pits. These
were 12 large holes, arrarnged in two rows, Vhen Brover examined them, about
1877, there were larpe trees zrowing in them, thet he estimated to be aboub
one hundred years old.
"In 1900, A) Warden, o farmer living near this site, found & zold
eoin, lssued during the reign of the Roman Emperor, Septimus, in 197«211 A.D.
1% is supposed that the coin was browght to 0)d Wadems by sone traveler.
"then the railroed came, 014 Wadema disappeared.”
After the three "alr tourists® had finished eating, and had the

lunch baslet packed again, they stretched out om the grass to await the coming

of the car that was to take them to Oyelan. They had mot long o wail, and
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soon were on their way To the Iwm amp groundss
Upon their arrival there y welre graciously reccived, and shown

whoere they would be guartered for the
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"Tiis very building, this tabley, these chalirs,

iukber from trees grown ia Wadeno Counly and passec through

gameills and fuarniture fagtoriess

"Ihis breakfast food is from the cercal mills of Wadens County, and

soverod with straberries frmm a Wadeua Counly fruit farm, and

fran a Wadena County dairy farm;

-

his delicious tamato juiee is erushed Iram the rig

uT
from a Wadema Counly truek farm;

YThis erisp toakted white Nread is made fpom lhe Ilour ground in &
Wadena County flour wmill, exd spread with the rich yedlow butter from a
Gadena Couniy creauery;

uifr

Thase poached eoggs are fresh {rom a Wadema Counly poultry farmg

#This rich whole milk umbowbtedly came only this mering from the udders

of Wadena Gounbty cowse




"Wadena County is an empire withim herself, and truly you folks have

reason to be proud of your mative land, and happy ia your prosperity. Let
us eat ]

And this thoy did, Then, when all were satisfied, they sought a
shady spot on the river bamk, neath the trees, and Doctor Timkle contimued
with his intoresting story about how

Wadena's Willing Workers Won
Wealth From a Wildermess.

itors==I believe I have ap interesting story here for the children,
thus far, Thore is much to came--periiaps 20 pages, if
written in the same stylee T have made no stbempt to condense
the story yet. Would ywefer to fimish it as-atarted; then,
if you doem it necezsary, it may be "holled" to ecome withinm
the required mmber of pages. I have writlienm to the edipor
of the Wadena Plonecr Journal, end am expecting some special
enthentic infarmation which I am asking him to get far me
from the records in the court house.
I have uot made The marzimml referense notes here, because
Dre Curtiss~iiedge told me he had chooked the story as it was
written by Mre leDermott, T made no chaxnges in the copy,
but was guided by the corrections that Dr. Curtiss-liedge made.
If those marginal notes are required, hewower, I will plage
then where they belong in the re-write.

1 sm enjoying the work very much, and am anxious 4o win your
gogporation and s
ing your job as easy &8 possible.

Hy plan of contimzity is ¥o make a elear picture of Uadena
Counby as it is today, and then, as the story contimmes, leot
the children wake comparisons with conditions during the

years of development,

Tortimer B. HMieol.
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"Woll, Kiddies," said the Doctor, with a smile, "That was quite & piecture
of Wadena Counbty we saw yesterday, while we wore sailing around in the sky up
there, yasn't 1%7" .

"I wish I wag an artist,” declared Pebty. "I'd like to paint a ploture
1ike that."

"You can alweys remember it, anyway, dear", said Dockor Tinkle", and I
believe we ocan make it oven more cleay in your mind, if we indulpge in a 1ittle
rotrospection, Do you know what retrospoction means”?

"I do," said Bobby, promptly. "Retrospection means “"looking backward".

"That's it", said the Dootor. ™Now, let's put the map dowm here on the
groumnd, and make two plotures at the geme time-=the 'present', from what we sée today,
and the ploture of the 'past',from what we see by 'reotrospection', And we'll
make believe we are marching in old Father Time's parads down through the years
of progress.”

"Gool +that'll be koen", deoclarsd Bobby. "Let's go. 'Time Marches on'"¥,

"0s K," saild Dockor Tinkle, "How what do we gee first,in the pieture of
the ‘'prosent'"?

"The Empire of VWadena Coumty”, answered Pobby, remewboring Doctor Tinkle's
remarks at the breakfast table.

"And owr home in Blueberry Township, *neverything on the farm", exolaimed
Betty.

"Yos, sirl" declared Dootor Tinkle. "And over the whole County we saw
evidence of a thrifty pooﬁlo; waving fields of corn,wheat, oabts, rye, bs.rléy,
blus-flowered flax--all ready to yield their seeds to the farmers who have
tended them",

"And wo sew olover fields,and Alfelfa fields, toe", said Betty. "And just
lote and lots of gardens of potatoes and vegetables of all kinds",

"And, do you lmow”, sald the Doctor, "that Viadena Coumty hasn't had a

crop failure in many years? That's because the soil is rich and fertile, and

the farmers industrious and God-fearing. Bub here's Something for you %o
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remeubor; Awny back in 1947, all this land here belonged to the Pillager Band
of the Chippewa Indiang; bdut they sold it to the United States on August 2leb.
of that year., It was quite a large tract of land, Uere, I'11 point 1% out %o
you on the big map". And Dooctor Tinkle spread out the large state map of
Minmesote, which was on the other side of the Wadens eounty map. Then pisking
up his stickepointer, he continued:

"The tract extendsd from hepe, 4% the south end of Obter Tall Lake %o the
Prairie River. It followed this stream to the Crow Wing, and up the Crow Wing %o
the leaf, Tho leaf River marked the bomdary westward to its head., S0 you sece,
about two-fifthe of the southern half of Wadena Coumby was included in the deal.

"ind this is what Uncle Sem gave the Red lam each yoar for five years,
for this rich counbry:

400 assorted blankets.

2,590 yards of various kinds of oloth.

225 pounds of twine.

50 bunches of twine.
25 pounds of thread.
200 conths.
5,000 ueedles.

150 mirrors.

10 pounds of wermillion,

420 ¥in kotbles.

500 poumds of tobaovco.

6 barrels of salt,

VAnd as o present f£o the tribe for signing the agreoment, Uncle San gave

them 200 beaver traps and 75 guns, to boot. It looks as though the White tan

made & protity good deal, doesn't 1%7"

"Youh, bub the coumbtry dida't look them like it does now", cleo‘larﬁ:l Bobby.

"The Red Man never saw the ploture of the *prosent’ that wo saw,"

"I saw some churohes in the ooumtry, too, Dootor Tinkle, besides the ones
in the tomiw," sald Bethy.

"That you 4id," said Doctor Tinmkle, "Churches of all yeligions, and well
£1110d thoy all are on overy Ssbbath Day, by & thankful, happy poople.

"But sey, let me stop hers for a moment and $ell you a 1ittle story. It
hagn't anything to do with the ochurches, but is about vhat some poople believe in
their faiths
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"Awey baok in the 1870's, this whole counbry was alive with game birds,

In faoct, 1t was deolared to be a 'happy hunting prownd' for everybody. Geese,
duoks, grouse, plover, mipe, curlow, willet, avoeet, prairie chioken, sandhill,
and whooping oreane, But the ome bird which geemed to be tho most plemtiful of
all, was the beautiful passenger pigoon.

My those birds came by millions overy spring, and made their nests in
the treos along the river banks and lake shores; gametimes, as meny as a dogen
or more noste in one tree, Bub in those days thereo wore mo geams laws like you have
nows eand the hmbers were thoughtlass., They killed many more of these birds
than wore noeded for food, and profitted greatly by selling them in the eastern
markets,

"Then all of a suddon the passenger pigeons stopped coming. They
disappeared entirely, and no one kmows to this day what became of them. Some
people belisve they were all killed off by the humbers; and others think that

some fabal disease came to their flocks and wiped them all ovk. DBul no one

will over lmow for sures

"Then about this same time, the first grasshopper plague came, and nears
ly all the growing crops in the country were oaten up. That was a terrible blow
%o tho farmers, The pagsenger pigeons might have been & great help Yo them
right ot that time, by making short work of tho hoppers. Dubt there were no
passenger pigeons."

"Bet I luow what happened”, declared Dobbdy, emoitedly. "I beb the
passenger pigeons had e convention, and bummed themselves into grasshoppers,
and then came back to got even with the people for killing so many of them.”

"0, Bobby, birds don't have convenblonsy do they Doctor Timkle?" said
Betty, disgusbedly.

"Well, Betty," said the Doctor, "I don't know, I'm sure. This isn't Toy
Towm, you lmow, where sush things DO happen. But, to get bask o the story:
There nre people right here in Wadena County, who attend those bery churches,
who Dellieve that if the people had been more kind to the passenger pigeons,
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they MIGHT have come back and done eway with those grass hoppors, Just as the
goa gulls came to Thah that time, and seved the orops for the Yormon farmers.
The Moymons bolieve that God sent those sea gulls olear aoross the desért %o
holp them, And they were so thankful that they erected s boautiful statue o
the Sea full in their Temple Garden in Salt Leke Cltyy and people from all
over the world have seen 1%, and heard the story.

"And now wo'll go on with our pleture storys You saw many beautiful
trees all over the coumby, didn't you? In the northern part of the ocounby,
you gsaw a few of the old white and Norwny pine,--tamarack, sedar and fir;
while toward the south are jack pine, poplar, oak, wild plum, and choke charry.
Those trees are all that remain of the mighty stands of timber that grew there
before the coming of the White Man,"

"Bub why did fhe White lam ouk them all dom?" Botty wanbed to kmow.
"Did they went the land to plant wheat and clover?”

"Well, that is what the farmor settlers wanted the land for, dear,"”
replisd the Doctor, "Bub it was not the setblers who destroyed the forests
in the first place."”

"The lumbor men did it, didn's they, Doetor Tinkle?" said Bobby.

"Yes, Bobby, the lumber men did 1%," sald Doober Tinkle., "md right
here we'll go back again, in retrospection:

"when the first while mon came here, this whole country wius covered

with timber. IU wie 4 sabural home for all sorts of animals, especially

thoge furebearing animels we talked about yesterdsay. And whem that became
back east, many trappers and fur dealers came here to make their fortunes.
Indians, Yoo, soon loarmed that they could trade animal pelts for anything
they wanted from the White Man. Pur Companios sprang up overywhere, about
the same Time the HDudson's Bay Company wag organized, in 1670, 4And 'Fur flew!
in compotition for a good many years.

"The story of Zebulon Pike, 1z tied up very clesely with the fur busie

ness in all Mimmegota, ineluding Wadena Cownbys TFollowing the Revolutionary
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Wor, Pike was semt up indo This counbry Yo chase oub the .:’h;itpliei't fur traders,
who remained here after peace had been made, and thls was American coumbry.

"That poace troaty provided that all Pritish subjembs ghould leave the
now territory of the United Btates. DBub in epite of the trealy, some of
those traders insisted on staying, and gontinuing their busi‘aess.. Tieubenant
Pike arrived in 1805, and made his headguerters at Sandy lake, whese the old
Northwest Pur Compeny had a trading post. TFrom thore /he bogan giving his
orders and seeing to it that they were obeyod., H1S experiences were very
interesting, but%e didn'y get into Wadensa County, I won't say any more ebout
hin just now.®

"Was he the one who named Pike's Peal, in @lolorado, Docbor Tinkle?"
agked Betly.

"Yos," neid Doctop Tiukle, "That is, Pile's TPeak was 9o nensd in his
honor, He was & great oxpleror, His father was a famous soldier in the
Revolutionary Vam, Zebulon Pike wad killed in the War of 1812,

"ollowing the War of 1812, the Stars and Stripes,replaced forever,
the Dritish Flag elomg the Mississippl River. DBut English and Canadian
traders, who wore gebbing rich in American territory, wore slow in getbing out.

"smerioans wanted this land to themselwes, and they thought that they,

and not the Fpritish and Canadiang, were entitled to the profits that might be

made in the fur business.

"The NVorthwest Compeny had for many years had everything thelr omn way
over an immense terribory, indluding whaet is now '{!adona County e

"But the Govermment in Viashington agreed with its om citigens, and
lost no time in giving them relief in the gituation., John Jacodb Astor stepped
into the soens with his American Fur Company, Hig march across the stage in
this seotion of the country, was very lmpressive.”

"I oan just see him #ight now, Dootor Tinkle, in my 'piocture of the
past'™, said Betby. "Oan't you, Bobby"?

"Yosh, plain ag day", seld Bobby, with his head back, and his eyes
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helf olosed, "There ho goes, in a canse down the Crow Wing River, with & load
of beaver sking, headed for Now York, whore he is going to build the Waldorf
Astoria Tiobel,"

"o, ho," laughed the Dostors "You've surely got the lmagination it
takos to paint & pioture, Bobby, But whethor or not Mr, Astor ever paddled a sance
down the Crow Wing, it 1g trus thab he beceamd one of the richest men in the
world by starting his fortwme in the fur business,

"one of the first things he did was to have Congress pass & law that
only Amoricsn 6itizens might be licemsed %o trade with the Indlang in the
United States. Then his Americen Fur Company kept spreading out farther end
farther, wntil soon it had orowded oub the Bpitish Nortimest Compaay, end had
hired most of theliyr experienced traders.

"emy people blamg the Fur companies for killing off coumbless thoue
sands of the wild animils here, am@ taling mi1liong of dollars for themselves
that mirht have gone to the getblers. While this may be true, wo will have to
adiglt, thet those eastern compenies hed much to do with the developnont of
the Northweet, and the opening of the land for settlers,"

"But what had the fur dbusiness to do with the lwrber business?”
psked Bobdby, with gemuine interest.

"ow that's a falr question, My doy," said the Deoctor, "and calls for
e fair enswor. "The fur business, as T sald defore, attracted many men hers

sho woere anxisus ®o make money. Aud, aftor many years, when that business be-

gan to peter ovl, those meh mid thelir descendonte bogan to look arownd for

other moans to becoms ¥ich in thé new counbry, Aud "twms then they began %o
yoelize the poesibllities in the Junber trade. 8o "logping' becams the
ordor of the day, large companies wore orgamized, who sént tholr créws in
with orders, to pot all the tixber they ocould in the shortest possidle time,
and Wndens Coumby's foreats soon began to echo to the ¢rash of the wwodsmen's
axs, and the boom of falling trees.

"Treoos thet had stood,like monarchs, for hmdreds of years, fell in the
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w.despread slaughter,  Shd 'lumber! was the prineiple business of the entire
Northwost wntil aboub 1898."

"But the settlers oame %o Wadena County, long before 1803, Doctor
Tinkle," said Botty, seriously.

"0 yos, dear, they d14," sald Dootor Tinkle. "Bub, would you boliove
it, thore wore omly six white people in Wadena County in 18707"

"Jiminy Ohristmasi” extlajwed Bobby. "Omly six? Why, the 1930 census
gives Viadena Counby 10,990, That's growing some, I'd sey.”

"Right you are, Bobby,” said the Doctor, heartily. "Mnd you may well
be proud, not only of your rapld growth, bubt of the type of people who make
up this vopulation.”

"here did the first Wadens County poople come from, Dovbor Pinkle?
Didn'¢ they come whem the lwmber orews came?™ Agked Betby,

“Some of them omme them, Betbty, that's true; but not many," replied
the Doctor.,"

"Then when did they begin to come fast?™ ghe porsisted. ™7 wnt %o
know who tThey were, and where they ocame from. leybe my daddy Imows some of
thedr folks, My Daddy end my Grandpa were both borm in Wadens County.®

"30, you are of old ploneer stook, are yout" said Dockor Tinkle,
"ell, no wonder you'we so interested. And I'11 $811 you as muoch as T lmow
about 1%, You can find oub much more, ¥oo, Af you have your Daddy $ake you %o

the Court Houvse in Wadenn some day, when you come down to the County Falr.

There you cen look over all the old records of everybhing, from the very be-
giminge,
"1Twns awny back, early in the 1870%s, that the fame of the Wadena

country had spread to Buropn, One pert of the 'iri'bf.lish Tsles that wos in-
terestod was Purness County, in the north of England, And in Octdher, 1872,
2 mmber of families of thet ¢owmby meb and webed to move aoross the sea,
and half way across North Mwerica, %o sottle along the roubs of the Vorthemn

Pagific Reilroad,
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comuittee vas formed to make plans, aid to inberest other BEnglishmen
in nearby towms, The first rule thal they mede was That no liguor could be
sold in the new ;glon;-,f.
shouted Dobby,
didnrt they?”
Sobby," sald the Dootors "ind thoge |
poae gore pood rules, too. Those who wore allewed Yo Join the
have good morals, and be willing wopkersy and they mmgh ha
the trip and get started in the now land, They didn' went
their new oolony,"

"Did they got very mamy to Join them?" - asked Nobby, eagerly.

"Woll", said the Docbor, "It gseems thet they didn*t have much Hrouble
in interssting the people. In a remerikably short time, seventythree families
had signed up to make the trip. 8¢ & comuittee wus seut ¥o this coumtry in
April, 1873, to pick oub & spot for Thelr countrymen,

ey made’ a gareful ingpection of The land in Phe viclnity of Porhem,
Audubon, and Wadena; And finelly selocted 40,000 sered close bo Wadona village.
Then they cabled %o thelyr friends in Eugland to come at omes. Some started
that yoar; others came the following yea They wore honest, indusbrious
people, and many of Thelr descendents are here today.

hat vwas really the bogimning of the coming of the settlers, and

Wadena County prospered and flourished right from The very beglaning, like

all hor neighboring cowmntiss. Times were betlor than the ploneeys had ever

droaned they would be,

"0id they start bullding school houses and churches thent" asked Bobby.

"Homes came first, of course, Zobby; them shurches and schools,™ said
Doctor Tinkle. "Yet, despite the absenoe of elergymen, the plonesrs were very
strict about keeping Sunday set apart as a day of vest and preyer. In ploa=
gsant woather, they would gather on that day at soms oentral point, and worship

' L] ¥ RN e
God in thely own ways




WADENA COUNTY 45

"1 winter, the meetings were held in ome of the larger cabins., A
mdlodeon, always to be foumd in somsonmets heme, furnished the nmugie for the
hyms,*

"nid 4he Indians po to the "hite Men's church?" dsked Detty,

"later, T think soms of them 4id,"™ replisd the Dostor. "Iub there were
priosts in this country many years bofore that, who cawp for the sole purpose
of converting the Red Mem %o the Christian faith. One of the first of these
on record was Father Louls Temmepin, after vhom the largest county in
Mimmesoba wag nomed, 16 camg to thils territory im 1679, or 1680. lennepin
was followed by many other faithful priests, who risked thoir lives to bring
religion to the Red Man.

"As the somtry developed, and more sebtlors poured in, wminigters
and teashers arrived to take charge of poorly bulll churches and sohoels,
énd to help o improve them,

"“Who wore the first preachers here afber tho settlers
asked,

"Well, asccording ko the racords, Betty," the Dodtor replied, “the
first ministers wore Father Girley, of the Episcopal faith, and a Tr. Korrs
Father Girley was & feoble old man when he arrived in Wadena, end held his
firgt services in the depot, Dr, Yerr cams from Ungland with the Furnoss
colonists.

"The first church In the coumby seat was oponod by a Rove.lir,Dixon,
Althouzh he was & Methodlst, he amownced that the new bullding would be
open to mem and women of sll yolligious.

irhe first Catholie services in the viocinity of Vedens, were hold in
the farm house of Mugh Mickley, in the early 1870's. Then & log church wus bull¥
near by, on the farm of Adam ¥eller, ILsbor, this building wag moved iubo

Wadena, and set up on the prosent gite of the Catholic ohureh there. I

burned down in 1886, end then the prosent church was built,
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angelicel Association of America wus incorpBMated in 1885; +he

&

Evengalionl Chureh in 1087; and Dwxanuel's Norweflan Church, in 1891,

"Were n'% there & lob of kids in the now ocolony, Doctor Tinkleft"
Betty winted to Imow, ""ind didn't the kids have Go go %o sohool?"

"0, the ohlldren were telen care of all right, Bebty," said the Doctor,
smiling at Betty's lively interest in the subjeocts "The first official record
of the begimning of The school system in Wadena Counby, we find in a State
Departuont of Educablon report in 1874. AR, Viswell, was then the Couaty
Superintendent,

"The report seys that in 1873, the comty had Fiffy«four boys and
girls of school age. Tk and twenty~three
boys snd twenty«three girls studied thelr "Three R's' in & orude onésroom
sehool building, that wms built ab & cost of about §1,000, I guads the
obher eight Tiddies had %o study ab home,"

"1 kmow what the 'Three R's' means,” declared Dobhy. "It meaus
"Meading and Writing and Arithmetic'. BSut I guess that whoever it was
made it up wesh'S & Wy good apeller.”

"o doubt aboub thalt, Bobby," said the Doctor, with o smile. "iayway,
he wouldn't got an'A'dn spelling, as you and Bebty will in hisbory ou your
next report cards. Sut in those days the schocls were not like they are
$oday, They had a 'regular' pohool temn, and a 'winter' terms In the winber
tern there were seven boys aud five girlss and thoy had just one tescher, who
received only 716,66 for her work. She dida't have much of a snap, either,
Usually she boarded with some farmer's fanily near by, and she had to be her

own_ janitor for The school house, too. Viood had to be cut and hauled to

school; end then, there was kindling to split, and ashes to take oub, and

gnow to shovel, But the boys,in those days, were peal gentlemen, just as they
are today, and those larger boys wore only too happy to do thoge 1ittle chores

for Lhe teacher.”
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"

I belt the boys brought her apples and fudge and boguets, Yoo," said
Betity, rolling her eyes, mischievously at hor brojiier.

sald Docbor Tinkle, "and the téacher was very gratee
ful o them, Just as she would be in these days. I tell you what, Bobby, & boy
never loses anything by being nice to his Geacher.”

And Bobby, who, for somc reason, was blushing profusely at his sister's
gly dig, made no Feply, but gave the Dooctor a grateiul glance, as the Dootor
conbinued:

"To support Lhe school, the sgtabe, the Lirgt year, gave 33,04, Distriet
taxes brought in $117.00 umore.

»
y

"Bub the sohool grew rapidly., From that small handful of puplls, in 1878,

it grew bo more than J,000; lum 1080, sceording te the figures of the United
States Census Bureau, Of this number, 1,754 were between the apes of sevéen and
$hirteen; 473,belwoen fourteen and fifteens £52, bevween sixteen and Sevenbteeng
and 569, between eighteon snd twenby"

"Guoss they had o build plenty more scliwvol houses, then, didn't theyt™
deolared Bobby, "if all those kids went o schodl. Do you Thiuk they all went
%o school, Doctor Tinkle 1"

"Well, I guess they aid, Dobby," replied Dootor Tinkls, "And I think
shey all gtudied, too, beocause tliat 1930 report alsc tolls us the linberesting
nows thet only oneehalfl of one per cent of the peeple of Wadena County are une
able %o road and write. Mnd prectictlly all of these are elderly men and
women vhe were born end reised im fordign couwntries.”

"Did they build some good school houses for all those Kids?" asked the
practivel Bobby.

"Hot at first, Boblby," replied the Dostor. Shingles and glass were
very acerce, and very costly. The school liouses were Luili of logs, and most
of thom had bark or sod roofs. However, as oarly as 1842, there were roports

of a few cabing bullt with shingled moofs.
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"isnd were the sebblors' houses bullt of logs, Loo?" asked Detty.

"Yos, Bakty, practically all of them were." vepliod the Doctor.

"And beliove me, they were nob yueh like the fine modern homes Wadena Counby
people live ium today. Those misorable cabins had only one opening in the walls,
and that served as both door emd window. In the sumer time it was open ell the
$imey and in winter it was covered with sking and blankets."

"Goe, that must have been tough in wosquito times," sald Bobby.

"Pretly bough, I guess;" said the Diokor, "Nob only in mosquito time,
but in the wintor time, too, when those terrible blizzards came down from the
north, But those early settlors had what it talkes to meet all emergencies,
and they made the best of what they had,

Niost of the cabins were planned so the logs laid lengthwise. Bubt
some of the people were afraid of the Indiams, and when they built thelr cabins,
thoy sbood the logs up om end, belleving that would meke 1% hardeor for the red-
sking bo olimd up on the woof, lany of the cabins were bLuilt without ualls,
Wooden pogs wore used, insbtead, to hold the loge togothery apd o keop out the
¢old, mud and olay wore plastered betwsen the loga."

"Weren't there any carpembers emong the settlors?" asked Bobby. “Seems
%o mo some good oarpenters could have had a nico business there."

"Aye, and someons in those days got that very same idea, Mr, Bobby,"
gaid Dootor Tinkle. ™A man mamed Benjamin Dinsmore, from somewhere baok east,
found out what was going on in Wadena County. 5o was & skilled carpemter, and
he slipped in here ome day with his helpers, and wont to work, This orew could
do more and better work in a few days than the settlers could do in wmonths.

"And then, right on tho hools of the carpenters, came masons and painters.
But 1t was & loag, long %iwe béfore they had any need of plumbers, or eleotris

¢iaas, or sheam fitters."

"Bot they didn't have any parks end play grounds like we have now, did

they, Doctor Tinkle?™ sald Betty.

"Well, I should say they did nob," declared Dooctor Tinkle. "Dub the
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boys and girls had their fum, just the same, They had wo temnis ocourts, mo
golf courses, no gymasiums, no playgrounds, no movies, in the olden days in
the olden days in Wadeua Counby. The youngsters had to make their own entor
tainmonts Thelr games were of the very simplest nature. I think the most
popular were *pumpepunp-pullawey?, !drop-the-handkerchicf!, 'omo-old-sat',
and 'London-bridge’.”

"0, how fumy," sovemmed both childrem., "Wouldn't those kids have

opened their oyes, Af they could have gseen owr ‘pioture of the present'?"

*Imdsed they would," agreed Dockor Timkley “especially, a glance at
your base ball parks. They played & 1ittlo base ball, but their equipment
wasn't much 1ike that used by your "Mdllers! of today, Thelir bats were made
out of the liubs of trees; balls were made a:E home from Mother's yarn; & mitten m=
used in the winter served as a base ball glove in sumer.

"ind then, besides, they didn'¢ have as mush room for play, in those
days, whon so much of the land was still covered with trees.”

"I guess some of the first sottlers had to do some logging to help
make a living, too, didn't they?" asked Bobby.

"Yes, and not only that, Bobby," replied the Docbor; "when thoy had taken
timbor claeims for their homesteads, they had to clear the laud of trees before
they sould plow it up for grain farming,”

"Boy, I')l bet that was some job," exclaimed Bobby. "I %ried to eohop
down a troe one time, and 1% wasn't o very big ome, either, I'd hate to tackle
ome of thoge big pines with my axe."

"0, your axe isn't an axe at all, i%'s nothing bub a 1ittle hatohet,”
said Betty, rolling her oyos at her brother. "And T bet the tree you tried
to ohop down was 1little enough for Doctor Tinkle's old Pachyderm %o pull wp
by the voots."

"Woll, enyway,™ said the Doctor, laughing st Betiy's thrusk. "Those
ploneers had u pretty iough jobe After the trees had been folled, it was baske
breaking work to grub out the stumps, Yo make the land £it for planting. Those
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who could afford it, hired experts Yo clear the land by means of *grub hoes'.
Those wore special tools for removing the stumps. They had Yo pay from two %o
five dollars an acre for this work, To dynamite was used in those early days.”

"Thy didn't the settlers sell their timber to the big lumber sompanies,
end lot them do the oubbing?” asked Bobby. :

"Some of them did that very thing, Bobby,™ sald Dookor Tinkle. “And
that added more profit to the logging business, bécause the hompsteader seldem
got whet his timber was worth at the mills.

"logeing sbarted here in earnest aboub $878, in the vicinity of Sebeka,
The logs wers sut during the winter mon'hhs; and piled in great hoaps on the
ice in the Red Eye River, Thom, with the ooming of spring, when the dce
molted, the logs floated dowm the river to the Crow Wing. From there,they
continued on 4o the fssisaippl for their journoy %o Mnnespolis, and the
great sew mills. _

"At ome stage in the lumbering business, manmy logs wore shipped by

railroad Yo Porham. Bubt the sawing stopped there when the mills bBurmed dowmm,

in the early 1880's.

"At the time of that fire, ons big company omed about 30,000,000
foot of lumber in Wadena, Obter Tall and Becker scounties, There was a great
demand for lumber at that time, and the owmers decided o ship their logs to

Wimipep, where there wore better prices than in Mimneapolis.

"This was & tremendous undertaking., The logs floated down the Obter
Tail River and it's tributaries, through several lakes, and beyond Fergus Falls,
into the Red River of the North. Shipping this great amownt of tiuber, re-
quired about three years."

"ridn't they ever float any logge down the Leaf River, Doctor Tinkle®"
asked Botty. "It sooms to mo, in my 'retrospection' picture, I ean see logs
floating down the leaf River inbto the Crow Wing, right in plain gight of
whore we are now,"

"Well, Betty," said the Doctor, "IF you look back as far as the year
1881, you will see the first and only large ‘drive' of logs on the leaf River.
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That winter, groat piles of logs wore ghacked neay RPluffbon, over in Obter

Tail Cowmty., In the spring, they Floated down the Leaf to the Crow Wing.
But the job was & 1ittle oo much for the small river, and it was never tried
again,

"Lamberdng was & giant business in Wadema County umbil about 1900.
Porhaps, the most successful year of the business, was 1806, That year, ome
contractor slone drove more than 15,000,000 feet of timber down the Crow Wing
River fyom Wimrod."

YPIFTEEN MILLION FEETI" exolaimed Bobby, "“Boy, 0, Boyl whab a scons
that makes on this 'pleture of the past'. No logs oub there om the Crow Wing,
today.”

"No, snd there never will be again, Bobby," sald Doctor Tinkle; "bub
oven todsy, you will sometimes seo whols train loads of logs ooming dowm
through Wadena County, from the North, over the Great Nokthern.

"Then, with the opeming of the firet rough sew mills in the county,
finighed lumber came into fashion, and wery few log houses were built after
that, In those days, good carpembers were paid from $1.26 o §2.00 a day.
And for hauling building materials, & man was pald §5.,60 o day, if he used
his own oxon or horses.”

"Cucss the railroads put the kibosh on the river shipping business,
didn*t i7" mused Bobby.

"yes, very much so," declared the Dosctorj "With the soming of the
railroad iwvto Woedema Coumbty, business boomsd, as it never had before. In
those days, locomotives burmed wood, insbtead of coal. ' Great piles of cord
wood were plled along the tracks at many points, to feed the humgry enzines.
This meant a large businese for the settlers. Cutbing, hauling, and piling
$his wood, proved a great source of inoome for the farmers, Ties for the now
roadbed sand pilings for the bridges, required mowe timber. I ¥ell you what,
with money scarce im the new cowmtry, this business wes & blessing to the

oltizens.”
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“Were the first settlers all Englisimen?" asked Betty.

"oh,no, Betby, not all all," weplied Bhe Dootor. "Tho Gemsus of 1880
ghowod more than 2,000 in Wadens Coumby, and & groat many of thoso wore of
Scandinavien stook, as woll as British, Then tue last federal pensus, talen
in 1930, showed that Wadena Counby had & population of 10,900, Anong the
foreizn bom, thore mere 491 Fims, 274 Cornans, 190 Swodes, and 167 Norwogians.

"ot those firet sobtlors were a shurdy vace of pooples They woried
hard, and thelr opon air mods of life made for & healthy citiszenry, Thoir
food was of the plainest kind, bub plentiful, With game all around hem, thoy
hobor lacked for meat, but daintiog wore seldom found on their tables.

"Their firet homes here were uncomfortable places in which to live, In
some loenlities, in the southern part of the county, where lumber was not to
be had, or the gebtlers could not afford 1t, they spent the first few years
in sod shanties,"”

: "I guess the greatest people in the world have lived in Wadema County,
haventt they, Doctor Tinkle?" asked Betty,in all soriousness,

"¥ell, Botty," said tho Dootor, patting the little girl's shoulder,
"ghat dopends on jvst what standerd we use, to meesure greatness, This much
I will sey, howover, that you end Bobby meed nevor foel ashemed %o say, thet
you are doscondents of the plomsers of Wadena Cownty. But say, while wo are
talkcing ahout poople who have been here, lét ms mentien two or three others
in pasgingeepooples who are montioned in history, but who left no permanent
records in the oounty:

"one of tho groatest mom who ever explored this stebe, was & Frenchman,
Joseph Wicollet, Ome of tho sounties iIn Mumesota; and one of the prineipal
streete in Minmeapolis, are named after him, 1o visibed this territory
aboub 1836, He was a woll lmown asbronomer in France, and wag the discovered
of a comot, Acoording to his report, he paddled wp the Wississippl River with
his party. He laft the 'Father of Waters' at the Crow Wing, and continued on
toward Vadena. He wont on up the Crow Wing %o ites source, and Then up the




Nieol WADERA COUNTY B4
Cull River $o Gull Lake, snd on to leech lake. IHe was looking for the source
of the Vissigpippl River, but he neover found it."

"opht® suorbed Bobby, "Were ALL those oarly explorers looking for the

souree of the Mississippi River?"

¥T gpuess the moet of them were, for a fact, Bobby," saild the Doctor with

a saile. Yk whoower found 1%, has nothing to do with Wadena Counby, so we'll
leave that for the sbory about Clearwater Counby.

"low there was another man, who it is olaimed,was among the very first
of the explorers ¥0 reach what is now Wedena County. Hisbory is nou very
cortain about the year, but somewhere in the vicinity of Wadona village,
Aemnder Kay, stopped in the winter of 1784+85, In his perty, he bad a olerk
named Peraults and one day Kay and Pormult had o quarrel, and Kay left in a
canoe for fAandy Leke, taking most of the party's supplics with him. When the
party wes on the verge of starvation, they went after him. Bub before they
gaught up with him, Kay got inbto another ruction with some Indians and was
gtabbed. He recovered from the wound, but decided he had had enough of explor-
ing, and wanted to return o his home in Momtreal., He sbarted baok with hig
pavty, but died before he reached Canada,”

"Woll,thon, I guess wo haven't any of that kind of troublesoms stook in
Wadens Coumby, have we?™ said Bobby, proudly.

"o, I gusss you haven't, Bobby," said the Doctor. “iAnd probably no
descendonts of this bunch of Emglishmen, who visited Wadena County, or what
is now Vadona Counbty, in the wimber of 1845-46. According te report, this
party was headed by 4 son of the Duke of Devemshire. Thoy were probably on
thelr my to Fembina, one of the early trading posts, and one of the prineipal
spots that figured in the fur trade, There was a fearful bligszard here that
winter, snd the Devemshire party were forved to make camp until the westher
moderated. Traces of theiy camp could be seen for many yoarsg, afber they lef%.

"Bub these mem I have just mentioned, were not the settler type. The
sottlers came here to make permanent homes, and no soomer had they taken root
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in the soll, +than they planned thelr churches and schools, and all gorts of
fmprovenents,”

"ind real farms, I suppose,” added Bobby.

"ewu," said Dootor Tinkles "and real furmg. After the timber wus dispos-
od of, farming becamd the chief Industry, Wheat was in great demend when this
section was osettled: The eastern part of the United Staetes, and Europe, wore
in need of bread, aand those hmgry people looked to the West for thelr supply.
later, MWmmesota came to be Lkiown as the 'Bread and Butter State.' Dub
- faywers then, didn't know as much about gericulture, as they do today. About
all they reised was wheat. MAnd as crop after crop of this graln was palsed,
the land began to wear oub. Then they learnmed that erops should be rotated.

"Barly farmors soon turndd o ghoop and hogs, to add to their glender
incomos, They found that the wild peas, wild sBover, and obher grasses that
grow in such plentifulness, were excellent fodder for sheep. Then, later,

those farmers who had planted Judge Murray'es quart of slover, planted more

and more of it, as woll as timothy, alfalfe and milled,”

"And then the cows oaue home, didn't they?" suggested Dobby.

"That's jJust what they d4id, ry boy," sald Doctor Tinkle, with o smile
of epprocisbion at Bobby's witty vemark. YAfter loaminz move about their
business, the farmors began o go inbo the dairy business. And tho way this
Industry grew, wis remorkable. The coumby's #ich pastures furmmigh pleaty of
grasg Tor the cetile, and the fertile flelds yisld rich tame hay, Ready
markets, and fine highways, supply Vadena County the means to furnich nillions
of pounds of bubter to tho world each year."

"Is the land just the same all over the soumby, Doctor Tinkle?™ aslked
Bobby. "Is the Jand up in Blueberry Township, whore our farm is, just live
this land down here in Thomastown Towmghip?®

"ot exactly, Mr, Prastical Farmer," smiled the Dootor, in weply. "The
soil of the county, while mmeoh the same in & gemeral way, is of a slightly

varied nature, The wegborn part has a heavy slay subsoil, overlaid with rich
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sundy loam. Over toward the north and northeast, the top soil 1s rich black

loam, with a subseil of heavy clay. It is 1ight and sandy in the cantral

part, with a olay subgoils Downt hepo in tho southorn part, the soil is more

of a sandy natnirs, whioh requires a gréator smyumt of woisbure than the other
goections, Tere and there, toward the eastorn region, there are many small peat
beds, bubr they sre of 1liftle real wvalus,"

"Say, Doctor Tinkle," sald Bobby, "there's a place hers in my 'ploture
of the past' that 1'd 1ike to £i11 in. I can't see what the farmers d4id with
all that wheat they ralsged in the sarly days. THow did they geot .the wheat to
narket, and where was the flour made that went to make beead for all these
people in the Bast?"

ALl »ight sir, Wr. Retrospoction Paimter, 711 .do the best T can for
you,”™ replisd the Doctor, "Mnd how 1s yowr ploturs progressing, Viss Betbyt®

"0, I'm getting along fins," said Bebty, with u chuskle; "I'm gtill
out on the farm, prinding up my wheat in am old poffee mi)l, and baking my
bread in an old stone oven oub badk of the Sadin,"

Miell, you wos't need to stay at the polud very long, Little Ploncer,"
said the Doctor, engowragiugly, " Beanse dabout that time, vory much improved
mothods of making flouy wore brought into the groot mills ot Mimeapolis,

That ploased the Wadenn County fermers very much, because thoy were vitally
interected in the raising of wheat,

"Until about 1870, winber wheoat was considored far superlor to spring
wheat. And the Mimeapolis millers had diseowvered that they oould make a
botter grade of flour by crushing the grain betwoom rollers, insbead of grind-
ing it, as they had been doing. The finer, whiter flour that they produced
brought Better prices, and ¥he new prososs went a long way toward essuring
the fubure prosperity of the whole state., But to got buok to Bobby's gquestion

Miost of the wheat that was vaised in those days, wag handled with a
groat amount of labor. In the flrst place, sll the machinery wsed on the

farns was of the orudest kinde-niot gb 411 1ile the boaukiful modern machines
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in use today. Flowing, seeding, harvesting, and threshing, were a mighty big

Jolte
"Iven after the wheat had been threshed, the hard work was not finishe

od. It had o be sacked and then taken o market, And those %rips Yo mavked
wore vory Siresome, Soms of the settlers were obliged %6 drive from twemty to
thirty miles, to reach an elevator. The yoade were little more than mleerable
trails, and the wagons wore gemerelly drawm by oxem, It Yook a long time %o gob
4o market and baock, snd somotimes, for the sake of ocompany, several farmers
would get btopether and travel in trains of twenby to forty wasons,

")11 the olevator towms were lively places right afber threshing tine,
Elovators end mills were open practically twentyw=four hours a day, ¢o take ocare
of the business. Ab that ssason, tho streets were full of shoppers, their
wagons, and theiy livestook."

"Just 1ike Memaghe 1s every Saturdey night, I bet," doclarod Sobby,

"1 suppose so," said Doctor Tinkle., ™Bub the marketing problem wus
made easier, whon ome of the larpest flouring mills in the gbate, ouvbside of
Minneapelis, was built in Wadems village in 1870, Tt was thrée sbories high,
with basement, and was ono of the most talked of things in Northern Mimmesota,
in these daya,

"¢ wes o real blessing to the early settlers, who were wheat growers.
When & farmey hauvled his grain $o the mill, sn srrangement was mede 1ike this,
For evory bushel of wheat taken in, the farmor recelved thirty-two pownds of
flour, ten pounds of bdran, and five powmds of shorts, Thore wag very 1ittle
noney shanged hends whem the wheat was taken ¢o the mill dirvect.

"% was about this time, too, that the farmers who were hauling their

wheat to the olewabtors, bepan to complain abouk the market sonditionsg, They
sald the priece for thelir grain was too lowy that sommigsion mon and millers in
the larpe csentors were choating them; that dishonest methods of grading wheat,
robbed them of theiyr pightful prices.
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"Thoy olaimed that whoat gradingz in the terminal merikets was nob falry
that wheat praded as 'No. 1 Yard® in 4he local elevators often was graded as
ipedacted! in the big sitles. Somebimes, it was said, the prices they recelved
hardly paid the oxponses of waising Sho gwain,

"rhem, Yoo, box oard were vory scaros. In the midsh of the ¥hreshing
goason, the shortapge of otrs was so groat that many weoks were of'ten required
%o got the prain %o mavicot,"

Thy didn'% the farmers go o shrilo?®™ asked Dobby, "That's what everye
body does nowspsdays when things don't go o sulf them,"

"well, Bobby, the farmers in those times wore not the strilking kind,
Thoy 4id, however, hold g mase moeting of protest, And out of that wus bom
the ov«operabive movensnt, of which you hear go mush Today: A odeoperative
elevatsor waa built in 188%; bub poor managomert caused 1t %o fall in a fow yoars.

"o farmors wore patient, though, and they nover gave up., One idea
efter anothor wmas tried oub, wntil succoss boocams sertain. In 1905, when potatoes

bogen o play an important part in the market, o'sSoeoperative’ started to

handle them. Then eame the Wadena Pobabto Grower’s Assooiatiom, in 1911, and

a Live Stoolr Shipping Associabion, in 1 512. Tn 1880, The "Equity' began
the overation of & flowr mill in Wadema,

"the cowoporative movement iz now & groat suscoss, Those organisations
handle dairy products, 1ive sbock, farm maschinory, pobeboss, graim, and poultry,”

"So," snid Dobby, with conviction, "hoat ian't the whole works in
Wedena County any more, 1s i7"

"otk by any meens," voplied the Dostor., "The change from wheat growing
$o diversified farming, howover, came gradually. Recent figures show, for
oxwmsle, that the production of bubter, which was almost mothing in 1875,
Suped o more than four and ono«half million pounds in ome ysar. And now,
about half of Wadema Cowmby's entire income is derived from live sboek and

dairying,”
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"Bub what about the Imdians, Dostor Tinkle? Didn't the Indians bother
the settlers a lot?" asked Betty.

"Woll, Betly," said the Doetor, "There,is another matter about which

Vadens County may well be proud. The poople here mever did have much trouble

with the Indians, There are only one or Ywo tages on record where anything
serious hepponed. That story sbout the Frenclmen and the !jack-knife' fort on
the Crow Wing River, ig ouly @ somp fire story, and, eayway, that was a leng
time before your farmers ceme to VWadens Counby. The Sioux Indlen messacwre in
1862, of which you have read B0 much In your hisbories, didn't come anywhere
near Wadena Coumby., Wilkin Counbty, awey over to the gouthwest, was the neare
ost, I belieoves

"But ‘there was one wfortunate inoident that resulbted in the deeth of
& loeyoar-old wihite girl,and nearly got the early sobttlers inbo serious
trouble with the Indians, This bappened in 1874, &t & bime when a band of
about Ywo hundred Pilleger Indians were camped mear Aldrick. Oune of the
sottlors lost a sack of flowr, and finally locabted it du the teepe of two
Indian I:rcysiy When he wont o gel it, the Tndiang olailmed that the son of the
station ageube-a mon uamed Costello--al Aldrich, had sold them the flour.
They gave it up %o the setiler, however, and then went o Cestello to get
thely money back,”

"Wes 1L the Cosbello Loy who had stolen the flour?" Mbby asked,

"Probably it was," sa4id Dockor Tinkle, "Anyway, instead of getbing
back thoir momey, the Indian boys were given a besting by the Costellos.
They wont back to their camp, and brought an ¢lder brother with them to the
sectlon house, This Pime, They wore ordered off the place, bub refused to go,
until finally they were forged out of the house,"”

"That was & dirby trick, I olaiw," said Bobby, with disgust,

"And apperently thatts just what the Indiam boys thought," said the
Doctogrs  "And 1t wmade thenm pretiy mad, I guess. Anyway, when they were a fow

feot from the house, the oldest Indian boy turmed and fired at Cosbelle. The
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bullet cut a finger off Costello's hand. Dut the worst part of it was, the
bullet passod hrough the wall of the house, and orashed into the head of
Sarah Costello, his thirteensycar-old daughter."”

S0k} cried Betty, "Wasn't that ewful? But the Indian boy didn' mean %o
shoot her, did he, Doctor Tinkle?"

"Ne, Betty, he certainly did not, end mo one thinks he did; end he may
not éven have tried to kill Mr, Cosbello, The death of the girl was certainly
an acclident, bub it just goes to show that it never pays to lose your temper,
no mattor what happens,”

"What did Costello do then? asked Bobby, all excitement,

"Well, Costello, himself, didn't do mmch right then," said the Doctor.
"Ho was too busy taking care of that wounded hand of his. Bkt one of his sons
fired at the Indian several times, ons of his bBullets bPreaking his collar bene
and passing through hig Tungs,"

"pid the Indian boys give up then?" asked Bebby.

"Ho," said Dootor Tinkle, "They didn't give up at all, They escaped
%o the woods, Later, the Shepiff of Wadena County, with ten men, went to the
Indian camp, and tried %o get the wounded boy, but he had not come in from the

woods yet.

"The pogse returned to Wadena, loaving the Sheriff to wait for the ndian,

But that night, the Indians held & cowneil, and decided not to give up the wounded
man. "

“Did the Sheriff go away then?" asked Bobby,

"Yes, the Wadena Shoriff went back howe,” said the Doctor. "Bub in the
meantime, the Costellos had appealed to the Crow Wing Sheriff, who had orgpaniged
& poese of Thirty~two men ¥o po after the Indian. This posse imoluded 'Slippery
Bill?, the Varshall of Brainerd. But the Indians wore expecting #rouble; so
they had entrenched themselves in & desebted logging camp., And while the posse
spent the night around the ocamp, the Indian women busied themselves by moulding
bullets,.
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"In the morning, two white men were allowed to enter the éamp, and thoy
saw the wovnded Indian boy, and heard his story. The squaws were sucking his
wounds, because thoy had no dostor to oare for them.

"Slippery Bill tried %o onter the camp, bdut the Indian gyard pushed him
back. That Marsghall was thoroughly hated and desplsed by all the Tndians, boe
cause he is supposed to have started the riot in Brainerd, that resulted in
$he lynching of an Indian, in fromt of the 'Last Turn' saloom thore, some time
provious to this,"

"Then, I suppose, Slippery Bill got tough, did he?" gald Bobby.

"o," he didn' cause auy trouble this time, Y guess, Bobby, said the
Doctor. "The negotiations conbinted all night, bub the Sheriff and his posee
loft the next day, without thelr wam, who remsingd in camp and recovered from
his wounds.: The Unfalir conduct of the Costellos turned the sympathy of the
whites to the Indiang, who, they believed, had certainly beem wronged.

"The Indians appreciated the falwrness of the whites, and were over

afterwards vory friendly toward them., Some of the soe-galled Ysawages! devolope

od into fine, industrious eibizens, after they hed learned the white man's ways,

and you ney have gome of them as neighbors today.”

"Boyl, that was & close oall to an Tndlan Wer, though, wasa't it?"
said Bobby, with a blg sigh of relief, "And I'm glad that scene goed inbo the
"Picture of the past®, and not the Ypresemt'. Aren't you, Betty?™

"I ghould say I em," deglared Betty, "And I'm not going Yo make it very
big in my ploture, elther. Bul what's ¥he next sceme, Doctor Tinkle? Are the
troubles for the Settlers sll over now?"

"Just about, I think, Bobty," replied the Dootor. "Bub, mo, I haven't
%old you anything about tho terrible blizzards they used to have in the winters
in this part of the counbtry. Bebter not try to paint them on your pioture,
though, bocause if you do, you'll cover up everything else."

"0, we still have blizzayds up here,” sald Bobby. "Don's I kmow? I

frogze my noso and one of my ears in & bliseard wo had last winber."
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"Then 1t won't be hard for you Yo wnderstand what & frightful time the
piongers had before they had any protection from the winmber sborms, as you
hve now,” said Docbor Tinkle. "Bub storms of that kind do unot seen to prevail
in these days, T they do, they are not so serious, because you have telephones,
peved highways, end railroads, and tho ehances of loss of 1life are not so great.

“Tery often, in the old times, blizzards came out of a practically olear
gky. Travelers botweoen sottlements,and children im their school houses, were
oaught as in & trap.”

"Those were the times when your old friend 'Bereas', the North Wind,
got o cutbing wp, Docbor Tinkle," said Betty, recalling with a grin, ons of
Dootor Tinkle's Toy Town Tales,”

"Guess it was, Betty," daid the Destor,s "0, I'll admit, Old Boreas is
a bad acbor, end a bad friend to mam when he gets to blowing off, Why, it 15 a
known fact that many people lost their lives in trying to go just the short dise
Yance from the house to the barm, If & clothes line had not been stretched bee
tween the buildiugs, wany fermers would never have found Their way back to the

house, If a porson became lost on the prairie, doath was almost certain,

Caught out in the thick of the storn, both wen end horses seemed to lose their

sexise of directlon, end just traveled 'reumd and 'round in olrelos unbil they
wore oxhaustod,

"llost of the newoomers to this section of the country, wore emtirely
ignorunt of the ways of the blizzards. As they lived here longer, they learne
ed to protect themselves betbor ageingt the storms."

"We're not afrald of the storms and the muow,” said Betty, in o tone of
soening repret. "Why, almost as soon as the snow hits the grownd, along comes
& snow plow and gloans 1% all off the roads. Ve don't even have a chance to o sleigh.
riding 1ike they used te in the old duys my Geandpa tells about,”

"That's a fack, Detty, replied Doctor Tiukle. “Bub, after all, I think
you'd betber be thankful €han sorry. Aud byethoewsy, there's enother scene for

both your pictures. Up there in the sky yesterday, you looked down upon & most




igol WADENA 63
wonderful bransportation system, Miles and miles of paved and graveled roads,
literally teeming with speeding pleagure cars, busses, end loaded mobtor trucks,
$raveling in every direction, And you saw long gbrotohes of railroad, with
beautiful pagsenger traing carrying many pecoples and mileelong freight Urains,
loaded with merchandise of every kind, Put all that dom on your *Plecture of
the presemt®, then olose your-eyes and see this in 'retrospection’s

"In the leng ago, the territory that wms destined to become lmown ps

MHnnegots, was erogsed and orissecrossed by rude trails, most of whioch let %o

Forbina, They were the great lanes of twavel. And smeking aoress Vadena Ceunty,

Was o port of the old Pembing Trail. DBy some, this wag called the Otter Bail

trail, and by obthers, the Loaf lLake Hrail.: Tt entered this counby in the south-
oasbern part, *ight dowm there where we landod the plane last nighty crocsed
the Crow Wing River by means of Agpimwmall's ferry, and ran west a mile south
of, and parallel %o, the Leaf Rivers

"It thon orogsed the Wing River, near 1t's juiction with the Leaf.
Under & bridge, today, near that spot, may be found s spring that furnished
weter for the early travelers. Nany of the gors ueed this spob as a
camping vlace, because of the water supply.

“Up to several years ago, traces of the trail could be socen whore the
heavy whoels of the Red River carts once ocub ¥x deep rute in the wvirgin soil ,
Today, there iz a road that sung past the Goddard, lalone, and Askew farms,
that follows the route of the old Pembina trail, A slight trace of the trail
may be seen for o short streton on the Garvin farm in Wing River tomship,

“From there,the trail wont westward to Obber Tail Lake, and nolbhweste
ward, to Pesibina., On its route fyom east to west, the $rall forked at ¢ point
in Cess County. O(me branch went south to Sauk Rapida, and from there, it

wound 1ts way to Meadota,"
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"ind did a1l the other trails in Wadena Cownby lead inmbo the Pombine
trail? Bobby asked.
"Yes, Bobby, that was the "Main 1ine!, &g wo would call 1% iz ¢he rail-
road man's language, "Dub the "maia line' truins wers not much like those of

fodey. "rhe ‘cars'! wore crudely fashioned, hmnd made ox carbts, made entirely

of wood, because ivon was & soares arbticle in those times. - They were fastenod

$opether with wooden pegs and strips of buffalo hide. ' They had no prease for
the wheols, and their ghostly oreaking was nerve-wracking,”

"ihet wore they hauling ian those sarts, Dector Tinkle?" asked Bebiy,
2ll ourdosity,

"Well,™ sald Doctor Tinkle, "the first train that passed through here
was loaded with furs and pemmicen; for Mondota, That was in 1842,  Thore
wore eix carte in the train, and one oxen hauled ¢ach oart.”

"What's 'penmicain'?™ Bobby wanted to know,

"Pormicen is dried buffalo meat, pulwerized ia buffale tallow," replisd
Doetor Tinkle. "The ghipment was sent by Wormen W, FKittson, meuber of ome of
the oldost furstrading famllies in this repion, He was chief agpent for the
Americen Fur Company in the Red River Valley.

"On their way back to Pembine, the earts were loaded with goods badly
needed by the people up there. These goods came up the Misslssippl Bo St.
Paul or Yendéta, and were transforred to the walting ocarts.

"Leter,came the gtage coach, to care for travelors, who were anxious
%o get through the wilderness as guickly as possible. Ags a tule, the stage
voaches followed the game ¢tralls that wore uged by the ereaking old carts,
although thoy were drawm by horses, and traveled rmuch fastor,

"Then oame the railroads, and old Father Time gquickoned his pace, Dub
oven &g aarly as 1854, long before white settlers ocoupied the land hereabouts,
& railroad was belng urged fopr this section, DBub 1t wes not wrtil 1864 that
the idoe took form. Jogish Porham, of Maine, was elected prosideunt of the

Horthern Pacifiec, and he worked hard 4o meke his dream come true; bub he
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died, & discouraged and poor old man., J. G. Smith, of Vermont, sucopeded him,
énd spont the bost yoars of his 1ife, €ryiug to raise the monoy necessary o
build the road, Bub it was net witil 1870, that work actually sbartede«-thirty.

§ix years after Perham'e Lirst dream,

"after the Northown Pacifle wis starbed, there was & lull in the work,
owing vo bad finaneial coniditions. Then appeared Jay Coeko, ome of Tthe greab
finencial minds of the time. Nig banking house was agked t¢ help finance

Jorthern Pacifio, and he supplied large sums for the work, Then camo the j
of 1875, and the great baunking house of Cooke crashed in New York (I
was a bterrible blow o this part of the cownbtry; yet, in spite
Hortheyn Pacific carried ou,
"Thon, in the early 1880's, there wig a Te~organization of the road,
and his assooiabeg took somirol. Immediately a groat boom
fubure of Wadema County snd the Northorn Pacific, was agsured.

"The early settlors in Mimpsota wore gso anxious bo have railroads build,
that they raised money to help in the operations, Bven afber the coming of

thorn Faciflio, Wadona sought more outleds to its markets.

“In 1881, the Viadond, Ferpgus Falls & Plack Hills railroad was organige
éd., It wae plaxmed o run this road from Wadena to Fergus Palls, and Bhen
on to Milner, Worth Dakoba, Bub in the long mm, Wadena got chosbed., Obter

$200,000 worth of 'bonds for the road, providing it would
start £ 5 Northern Padific at sowe point in Obber Teil Countby.'

"This wag done, and Wadensa disecvered that the new read hrauched from
the Northern Pacific at a polint two miles west of town. Mowever, the youmd
house for the new road, was located &t Wedena for six yoars, before it was

finally moved to Steples,.”

"About time to bulld the Cpreat Worthera mow, iga't 1%, Dogtor Tin)e?®

inguired Bobhy,

W
“d gt ebout,™ pald the Doctor. "It wes 4w 1885 thet the Tadena & Park

™
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rapids road ceme imbo being. The line was laid out from Eagle Bend %o Park

Rapids. Vadens voted to issue $11,000 in bonds to help build 1%, and traing
wore ruming over the new road in 1891, Shortly afberward, it wag taken over
by the Grest Northern.®

"fiys heard Grandps toll sbout how trains wore then ruming all the -
wey from St. Paul o Parge in oloven hours and hirty minutes." sald Bobby.
"Bub, shusks} Grandpe was thinking aboub how much faster that was than the
old ox carts. The trains that run dow make that twip in about five hours, don't
they ™

"Yos, 1 think they do," sald Dostor Tinkle. "Dut it wam't wntil
November, 1883, that the railroads got thelr time schedules straightened out.
There wotre about 80,000 miles of railread in this countyy, operating under
fifty different tim arrangements. Bubt finally, four time sones were sot wp
for the whole country, end from them on, it was a simple matber to operate
traing, on schedule,"

"And now wo have subomobiles, twains, end air plenes, in VWadena County,™
said Betty, proudly. "But we haven't any more river traffic sinee the Indians
lof% with their cances, have we?"

"No, Detty," said thé Doctor. "Dub some of the early plonesrs had
dreams of great steamboats Puming up and down the Leaf River, the Crow Wing,
and the Shell; and around the severel lakes of the commty; bub others laugh
od at the idea." |

"Gee! that would be swell," exclaimed Bobby. "If we had boats like
that, w0 oould go all the way from home to 5t. Paul and back, on Suidiy Exoure
gions, 1ike the kids in 56, Paul dake trips down the Mississippl on the
*Capitol? "

"That would be niece, Bobby,"but I gusss it wouldn't work,” sald the
Docbor, with & smile at Bobby's enthusiasm. "However, those dreaming
ploneers wouldn't give up; and in 1884 thelr plam came to & head, with the
formation of the 'Shell River Navigatiom Company.® The idea wms %o rm boabs
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down the Shell, imbto the Crow Wing, ond on down into the Mississippl. They
even had visions of regular commeree with 5t Louis and other points far %o
the South, naybe olear to New Orlesns,”

"ihy didn't they try 1t]" Dobby asked.

"They did ¥ry 1%," said the Dockor. ™You lmow how those plonsers wore.
Whenever they got én idea into thelr heads $o do something, they never gave up
until that idea proved impractical. 8o they just went ahead and raised
§10,000 to baok the soheme.,

"at Shell City they bullt & sturdy stern wheol steam boat, and nemed
hor the 'Lottie Iee'. And afber a fow trial trips close to home, '"Lottie!
was taken on exoursions up and down the Shell River: These trips wore vory su
gucesssful, beocsuse at the time, the water was doep and the wiver wus wide,

fThen came the timo to vembture farthor from homs, They had no trouble
in getting down the Shell; but when they got into the Crow Wing, the story was
diffeorent. That trip was worse than a nightmare. There were ghallow spots,
and send bars to block thelr way; and they had to stop every l.ittle while %o
put on theiy bathing suits, and got into the river to remove rocks and stumps
from'lottiea’ path,”

"Hophl muorted Bobby, "Igbttie could have teken & fow lossons from the

lunbormen's logs, if she wambted to make a trip down the Crow Wing, I guess.”

"Yes, she ocould, Bobby," replied Doctor Tinkle, "Bubt the trouble was,
her owers neglected to exmmine the riverfs chamel before they started on
Shely jowrney. Mnd 1% was & vory wuch dlsgusted and vory tired orew that
fimally reached Motley. It was still a long way to the Mississippi, and the
mon. behind the job were ready to glve up. So, they Just tled up the good ship,
"Lottio Lee?, to the doek at Motley, and there she remained to the end of her
days."

"ind didn'é they ever iry it again?™ asked Bobby, vory much disappointe

ed,
"No, they never did," said the Doctor. "Bub for several years after-

wards, they stlll hoped that the government would deepen the channel of the
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Crow Wing. This drean nover came true."

"Well," said Betty, with a smile, "I'm going to pub the 'Lebtie Lee®
in my tplobure of the past', anyway. And I guess both the pletures are about
finished now, aren' they Doetor Tinkle?t™

"Yos, Betty," replied the Dooctor; "I guess there imm't much more o
be pubt into either ploture. Howsver, to know one's sounty real well, it is
probably nocessary to kmow somothing about it's govermment. So I'1l just
$ake the time right now,to tell you as much as you need to be inmborested ing

" 1072, Mimnesota had just three congressional districts, and Wadena

County was placed in the Third District; in 1881, 1t was moved imbo the Pifth

Digtriot; and in 1891, it wonk to the 8ixth District, where it remains today.
Tt is in the Fiftyefirst logislative District, and the Seventh Judielal Dise

trict.
"rhe first officlals of the county were: Dr'.C.B.Jordan, L.S. Prath,

end Johu B. Garviw, Cormissioners. Dre Jordan wus also the firet physician
o settle in the county. On April 12, 1875, the Commissioners met at his
home, o name their county officers. These wore: Auditor, A.W.Lakej
Treasurer sud Regisber of Deeds, C.J.5tewart; County Abttorney and Judge of
Probabe, P.A.Gubehely Sheriff, L.F.Geatonj Superintendent of Schools, Dr.C.B,
Jordany Coromer, J.P.Parvin.

" August 23, 1878, & petition to form Wadena Townghip, was flled by
P, A, Gateheoll, J. B, Parvin, and S, §, Gaprduer, The towmshlp was locabed in
Toomship 134, Range 35.

"The following momth, the Town Supervigors wore named, These weore
L. 8, Prabt, H. W, Fuller, and 5, §, Gardner, At that seme meeting, a School
District was formed, which indluded the entire commty. The setllers also
voted a two mills tax for schools, and & twenty milis tax for commty purposes.

"one of the exciting politicel events to interest Wadema Counby, came
in 1882, TYour Crandpa will probably remembesr the notorious Nelsom-Kindred
fight for Congress, vhat year. There was ¢ lot of trouble ovor this eombost,
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gnd 1f sool heads had not been in the majority, several lives might have been

loste
“mmrbe Welson, who for many years, represented Mimmesote inm the Unibed

States Senate, was ruming for Congress from this distriet, that year. And
opposed o him, was Charles Kindred, onceé preminent with the Horthern Pasifio
Railroad, in this seetlon, The campalgn went dm into history, as the
bitterest political fight ever waged in the gtate. Wadena County was right in
the cemtor of the fight. Mr, Nelson was elegted.

"And T think thet is adbowt all thore is to tell you about the politles
aad governmout of Wadena County, today. You wmderstand,of courss, that elestions

are hold overy yoar, snd now wen are placed in the warious offices. Thore

may be some of the county officials right in your home town of Menahga.

"Bub there is ome thing more you might be inbersebed in lmowing, What
is now Wadena County, Mimmesoba, might have been & part of the Dominion of
Canada, if it hadn't been for that wise old statosmem, Denjamin Franklin,
Here's what happemed:

"ihen the treaty was signod between the United States end Great Drittain,
at the elose of the Revelutionary War, one of the bowndsries proposed would
have been all wrong, according to the land surveys made. But Franklin wanted
tc be sure that the United Btates took in the source of the Wseissippl River.
Poople didn't lmow as much sbout geography, in those days, as you do now,

Betby, They thought that the source of the Mississippl was right straight

West of Iake of the Woods. 8¢ the boundary line wag desoribed as rumning

Vost from lake of the Woods $o the Mississippl River. But when it was found

that the source of tho great river 1s far Bouth of Lake of the Woods, the mate
tor had bo be adjusted. It was memy yoars before the matter was finally adjusted,

"That misunderstanding of those early troaty-makors, is the reason why
Hoogota today owms & strip of land on lake of the Woods, jubting far into
Ganada, and not commeocted with any other part of the State.

"You will be fliying right over lake of the Voods on your way back %o

Toy Town tonight, won't you Doctor Tinkle?" said Botby,
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"That's what I will, Betty," replied the Doctor. "And I believe it is
gbout time to begin thinking about that trip right now. So what say, let's go
and call up mother again, and 461l her wi will be home carly this afterncon.
Then wo'll all go end see what Paddy Deaver has been doing with thet dam of his

over horo, It will then be about 1 wich %ime, and we will have another good meal

with those folks at the Cemp, and ask them to take us back to the place whore we
left the plane. Tt wontt dake us dut a few minutes to fly %o Blueberry Lake
£ron there, if we go straight soross, and not pigzag, as we did coming over."

So the happy exeursion party carried out this plan, YTwag Betty who
telephoned to her fiother this time, and she wes all exclitement again after the
conversabion, Mother told her thet all the children in the noighborhood were
plamning on being at the lake shore %o meet Yhem when they came in, and that
they were all sager to hear about their trip with Dector Tinkle.

Tt wag early afternoon when the big ship took off, and Dochor Tinkle
arose Lo about a thousand feet, and headed due morthwest. Tt was a beaubiful
day, and oven the song birds seemed to be trying to express thelr happiness.
Somo of them, so Bobby said, were flying a race with them,

"Do you kmow, kiddies," said the Doctor, as they sped mlong, "that Wature
surely favored Wadena County, and all this part of the stabe, by making it the
hize of thousends of beaubiful song birdsy and you have pretty much the wame
variotios here now that tho Indiens and the early piomeers had. You have the
bluejay, wobin, catbird, browm thrasher, soarlet tanager, bluebird, martin,
and many others.

"You have what we oall the 'gumer resident' and the 'permanent resi-
dontYewsthose that come in the spring snd leave in the fall, and those that
stay all through the year,”

"I love the birds, don't you, Doctor Tinkle?™ said Betty.

"Indeod I do,” sald the Doctor. "Bverybody should love them and be kind
%o them,boo, because they are very waluable. Not only do They add to the beauly

of the country, but they eat millions of insects and other pests that damage the-
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farmers' flelds and gardeng, And just listen Yo that lark, there, kiddies.

fen't he a happy songsbor?”

"ind 0 look} Doctor Tinkle. See the orowd of folks down there walting
for ug," emblaimed Botty, exclitedly.

"Yes, sir, and we'll bo pight thore with them in just about two minutes.
And 1111 bet you amd Bobby will be asked about & million questlions, won'® you?
Woll, of one thing you may be pretty sure; nc one will be able To ask you any
Questions about Wadena County that you can't answer promptly, after this trip.
Almost thers now - hold tight,"

"oh listen,™ eoried Bobby, "They're minging the Rally Song for us. Boyl
aint that swell)"

"the Rally Song?" said Doctor Tinkle. "That's a new one on me. I'11
have to stop long emough to hear that, anyway." And so saying, he circled for
& landing, then baxied the big ship uwp to the waiting crowd of welcomers,

Betty and Dobby alighted, with their lunch basket, and joimed the
happy throng, But Dogtor Tinkle had no time to spare mow. He gave the
Vadena County folks b choerful greeting, waved them a merry goodebye, and
Yook off, just as the crowd again burst out,full-voiced, in the Vadena County

Rally Somg:
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