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Higstory of Stillweter in 1855

Chapter one
Y Now it ceme to vrass in the process of time. When

John whese surname was Tyler ruled over the lend- there spake

s - Sy ! s ] "
a men of the tribe of Mac (McKusick) unto his: fellowes, saying.

"Behold we be increased in mumbers:end this: place is be-

coming too strait for sixe, Let one of our number report and seek
Tﬁ&& inheriteance far uvs;, = and syy ouvt some pleaseant prart of our
1:nd anéd when he has sent us:-wor&owe will also go with;CLr; WivVes
BYVR N2

and our littie ones;, with out cattle, &nd with that wainh be-
longeth vunto us= &nd we will build vs homes, end plant us: gerdens
end dwell in the pleesanat lend that mey be found."

ce.ke John whose svrneme wee Nac Kusiigk,unte his
brethren and kinefolk, saying, behold we have heerd with ovt: enrs,

9

and the feme theref his come even to our midst, that towards the

setting of the sun there lieth ut the distunce of meny deys!' Jouvimy,
u land which is fair to look upon, &nd of great velue- & land

fiowing with miid and honey. Fow therefore if it seeméth good vrr
S oY ¥,
to you. I will depart and seek thet lend, end spy it out and sen

o
worddthereof, "
They cene from lMaine

-

" and his bretheen and kinsfol&s enéwered g¢nd said uvntd him,

thow hast well said, thou shalt go and see this land which we hawe
heard=- and if it plessedh thee pitch there thy tent und ahide
for & while. New tR®is John was & tull and stabwart men=- &nd

.2

his Fetherlsanne wes end they 'c’lw;lt in the province of Jaine

which lieth towerdd the Fust, end is bounded on cne side by
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the weaters of the great sesa.

-

vThen John heving bede adiev to his friends; &nd to his

kindred, turned his fazce toward the setting-- <2A blend wes left
for the writer ddd not knovw., of the sun, end trzveled thither-
werd the distence of meny deys' Jjeurney---and with him thee went
Flam (Greeley) who wee elso from the province of Maine, end Elias
(MicKeen) from the mounteine celled "Verd" end Celvin (Rezch)
from the land of Penn.
"Now these four men travelled together urtil they came unto
avhuels
& mighty stream which floweth frrm the Noerth znd wheih is celled
the "Fuather of Weters",
"Now these watezs wre deep so that & ship might sail thereon.
"Then these men consvlted with each other, seying, let
vs: press up this river and find that goedly lend,, of which we
heve heard, Then they entered inte & ship and sgiled towards: the
¥orth. Now the banke-on either side were rocky end bold end the
red man dwelt in the country.

" THerer fére mlenr wijd beusts, even the- welf &nd the besar,
Yeside the elk, and the deer, end many of the tribe clothed in
fine fur.

¢ Now after many deys' seiling they ceme to & pleace
were  two waters met, and behold the waters to the right were
broad and quiets, while those to the left were narroew and repid.
Then copnseled these ren with each other even John and Flam and
Flius-e&nd Cel¥in saying behold this broed bay that openeth to

the right, the waters thereef are calm, and the sheres: thereef

are fgir to look upon. Let vs sail in that direction, and spy
o , &I
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out the beauties of the land.
* Then they thrust the ship in through the narrow channel, &nd
sriled into the waters which are celldd the Lake of S8 Croix.
A Plecsunt Place

" And behold the land vpon either sid® was: plecsant to the

eye and lay in begvtiful plaine celled in the language of Frunce
Prairies- &nd when they had’ suiled about 200.fwrlongs: they cere
to & vlepginirplacefon: tRershoybrwestward ¥here- flowed avsticen
of water from the country that lieth back and which was: on &ll
gides but the East with high rocks- and hills, that rose abruptly
vefort them. Then seid they one to another, hehold, this is &
pleasant spect and desireble to live in.Let ve stép here and
claim this goedly lend. They ell went and steécé vpon the shore
and seaid,. we now having Jeined ourselV¥es together, do claim
this-land for our home and ouvr &biding place, and here- will we
remain nd brld us houses and our wives end our little ones: shhll
repain with vp and immediutley they erected & Bheltef where they
night abide for & time, while they prepared materiels- te build
a city.
" and whien they suw the goodliness of the place, &and
&1l itsc beavty &nd desirutleness, they siud one to other; what
shalb QNG
neme szhll we gpiive to this city that we bwildY Then suid one
of them, Lo the waters of this lake, how still and quite they ure,
and ouvr town lieth hard upon itss bank.

They Celled it Stillweter

"Wherefore- et us:calll the name of the City, StillWeerx:

And hig- +
g to this: they &l egreed, znd behold it is- known by this: namé




even vnte the present dey.
" Now this was-on the tenth day of the tenth month in the

second vear of the reign of” John whose surname wes: Tyler, &nd in

the sixty-eight yeur of the nation ofAperica, thet these men lari--

ed on the tanks of the Lake ofS8T, Croix, and proposed to bhuild there
& city.

"Then tkey hired them cunning workmen in wood, e¢nd in iron, ad
artificers in all menner of machinery, chief cof whom was Jeceb
whose- surneme wee Fisher. And théy wrought diligently through th
winter and labered to construct = mill, by which they might chenge
the log into beardse; and saw them timber for the bvi%ding of the.t
city. And they build also & conduit to bring them water from the
etreem, et & distunce ebove ground=--and they constructed a large
wheel to be moved by the water and te give motion te &ll, the
machinery end to thesaws,

The First Szwmill

"And on the last day of the third menth of the next year
they opened the gatewey, and the water filleQ;the conduit, gnd fell
vron the large wheexl, end it turned slowly eround and the other
wheels began to move, and the saw commenced to work, end behold
in & short time & log had been transferred into boards, whereat
all the workmen and the peocple of the place rejoiced with exceeding
greet Jjoy. Se this same nill is it not te be seen in our midst
even unto the present day?

"Thus wae leid the foundetion of the City of Stillweater.

"Here endeth the first chapter."’On different yaper &nd avparently
written &t ancther time, is the second chapter of the "Book of

Chronicles of Stillwater."




The Book of Chronicles
of Stillwater
Chapter Two

"Now it came to russ, after the saw mill was built, &nd the
foundations for Stillwater were laid, that other brothers of the
family of McKusick came from the Fast and settled in the new town,
And the fame of the rvlace went abreed through &ll the esst country,
and through the Prevince of Maine,

"ind the inhabitets of Stillwater wrote letters znd sent to
all their friende throughout the land describing the goodliness
of the place, &nd setting forth its beauvty and desircbleness.

The First Hotel

"And shortly after, many prorle came fron different parts
to see for themselves the land of which they had heard so much.
And so well pleased were those that ceme, that thy prepered them
habitations, end tarried, end becume citizens of the rlace.
And th&b did Stillweter ?g;ﬁ and increzse in eize, end wes nmmbered
with the towns of the land. And as: the people ceme from all parts

behold, some pleace wes needed for their accommodution, where tley

might lodge and find them victuele to eat, Then ceme Anson whose
syrnene is Northrup, and build an Inn for the accommodation of men
end beast, end for & terrying place, for &ll who should come that

thet wey, And meny reople accepted the hospitality of Anson, and

l1iberelly recompenced him, for the same, But so ééi was, that

throught careleseness of design, the fire kindled vpon this housé
end destroyed it, and it was consumed, znd nouvght but & heap of

aehee was left of its:c preatness,

"Then arose Aneon and said "I will even now buvild me &an=
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athezz house, grecter and more disireble than the first." And so
gid. &nd so he Wwilt annther house in the stezd of the cne that
wae destroyed, and he called it the SPikkwater house. So this
house remainedh unto this day, &nd Isecac whose surnene wae Stuples
the man of tsiness, hath prrchesed it, snd resides there with
hisfamily.

v and after that, Lo, other Inns arns%” celled the Minnesota
¥ ‘.-‘Q 2
_‘\{-."—:\* C £ifm

end the Lake House, but of these it neddedh not now to speuk,

Are not thes Inns even &t the present time!

The Firet Store
* Now shortly efter thr: first settlement of Stillwé&ter cen®
Bocrates, whose swrneme is Nelson, to trade with the inhabitents
of the place, And he was- the first merchant of the town, buying
end selling, and trading in all kinds of merchandise, and Jjoined
with him in business wass Churchill, & mam of Missouri. And tlesee
men traded with the inhabitents: of Stillwater for many yeurs,

end when they left off to do business, then (blank in MS) whese

suvrnenme i o) : y 7
‘eme 18 Short, and John whose evrname ie- Proctor and Oliver

whose surneme is-Parsons: entered inte their rlace, end continve
unto this hour., And Waltér whose surname wae- Veil, and Peter
celled Poncin were also among the first who opened stores in the
town.
Firet Lawyér

" And esc the place grew and increwsed, ceme Morten whose sur-
name- was: Wilkinson, & student of the Law, to conduct the quarrels
of the people, and teach them Jjustice according te the rules of
Court. And after him came Moes and Ames, These aleo gg:&;lawyers,

end first practised that ebstuse acience in the new town of

Stillwater;
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"Now the people of this place were remarkabley healthy, neither
gzid they often one to another "I am sick" for the minds: were full
of health, end the air was clear and invigorating, Yet the ills o

rortel flesh sometimes: ceme vpom them, and the meladies of life
found access to them,

"On this acce nt therefore, theye came to reside among them,

A phyesicien, to administer te therm such medicine us they might

need to heal their broken bones, &nd relieve their pains, And the
name of thie phyeician was: Christopher whose svrname is Cearli, &
native of the land of Italy. The same dealeth in medicine, even
unto the present days.
It might be in order to mention &t this time that the
worthy.@nd good doctor's: fees: in the very earliest days wegse
e dollar & year- this 8Samllredum remezined the same  regardless
of the many visdits he might be obliged to nzke.
"There came &leo another phyeician, & maen whose name was
Cgyey a&nd he prectised the healing art, 'till sicknees came upen
him, and he died, and was buried and his sepulcher remaineth
vnto thiscday.
* Now the men who came hither came &t first sing¥y neither

errofrdyufhtotheynegt first their wifes and families with them.

Firt White Voman?
* Now there were many of the native inhabitaents of the land, the

red men of the foreet, and they &ll hed wivesn Wt khere was no

Y i
S VUL

white woaman in the townm till & man whnee name wes: Allen brought
nith & wife, and she was the first white woman in Stillwater.
hither

Then others:- of the inhabitants, went te the Fast country and bhrought
Xl 2 )
hither, their wives, and grew, and the people multiplied exceedinply
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" Then it came to pass, that Sarah whose surnume was Judd, a

woenman of intelligence and knowledge, gathered the children to-

gether endinstructed themun wisdom and sckence , and this was

the first scheol in the town, and was ul-80 the first in the whole
contry of Minnresota, And afterwards- she became the wife of
Eldridge, Lo, they dwell in our midst, even vrb® the preeent time.
» There came &lso in histravels;,; a prophet & man of God,
thés-wey, &nd he opened his mouth and prophesied unteo the peeplke
end they &1l gathered with one accord in one plece to listen to
his teaching., And the place where they ussembled was: in the din-
ning roon of the house of McKusick, the owner of the mill, and
the nzme of this: prophet was Williem, whose swrname was Boutwell.
" And shorltly afterm ceme another of the prophets to
teke vp his residence among the people, and he also prophecdédd
in the name of the Lord end his name wes Simon, surnamed Green-
leaf.
Lew nffice Opened
"Then seent the chief ruler of the nation, a governor to thes
land, te rvle it and direct its: effuirs.And &his governor wes
Alexender surnumed Ramsey. And at the same time cht#ef ruler of
the nation sent to Stillwater men to have the care of the public
lands, end to sell the séme to individuals.

* and these men were of Militery renown Abrem cealled zlso
the Ma jor to keep & faitful record of 11 that was done, &nd
Natheniel celled the Colonel te be the received of koneys

"But time would fail me to tell &l1 theTﬁgﬁnf note who
came to this- place, &nd of &l11 the interesting events that heve
transpired.

A
"BEhold the rgt of the history of STillwater znd all
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the notutle matters, its: growth, its greatness, end itec high re-

nown , iscit not &ll written in the hearts of the early settleps.

Nrs- Nichols'! Letter
" S&ttrdey Eve, March 4 (1854)

" When I sat down to write this letter I expected to finish it but
was: 80 lonely that I went ot bed te pass the time in my husbhend's
absence and I have not seen one leirure moment since, so here

it is a week later. Well, It will be &ll the same te vou when vou
get it . The last week has- been beautiful in the extreme- eince last
week it hae been a8 warm &8s in April, but clear sunshine &all of

the time till last Wednesdzy the sun clouvded &nd we had one of the
most refreghing raeinse that I ever witnessed. The first since
November--then our sleighing commenced with ebout & feoet or &
foot and & half as near as I recnllect and it hes continued
uninterrupted since, vp to lest Wednesdeay. It is now quite confort-

able wheeling. Oh you mud enguovhed' Yankees ceme to Minnesota

if you want pleazsent weathex!'Théy probably have more muvddy treveling

out to Chanhassan than here.

"Three weeke eince we had & horse or sleigh offered ue free
of expense to go‘to St. Anthony to attend the dedicetion of the
firet Cbngfegatinal church of that place. It was the finest sleigh
ride thet I ever had. In tMaveling the 30 miles we did not see
ene drift, it was & solid path &ll of the way. Vell, we sterted
Wednesday noon and got to‘St. Anthony &bout 5, storping &t St. Paul
on the way to feed the horse an hour. I think we did net use the
whip once going over. We have better horses than you do Egst,

We were to be gone until the next week and in the megntime vieit

C's peorle.
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We could heve gone and back &8 far «s St. Anthony by Saturday
ezgily if ¥Nr. N. couvld have made gn exchange with any one to fill
his pubpit, but feiling ir this we were obliged to return without
our visit. I am afreid we will not have such aznother offer end it

will cost $10 to hire and we are poor so we will have to give it

up. We hear, by the by, ovite often from there, they are all well.
Gon

C. shs not been so fleshy for yeare. I do wnat to see them and Oh,

how I do wnat to see zll of you.

"We zttended anothg;§wedding Thursdey everimg another $lo,
they do get vp their‘iz;QA;;és gnd perties on the grendest scale,
the fitet cost about $100, the last & little less. They are murried
in church and then go to their houvses, take supper, congretuliétedthe
perties, etc. There will probably be one or two weddings more this
epring; none pey lese then ten unless it be Irish or German, and
thh give three eor five. I wish fauther could sell his egge out here.
They are 50 cents & dozen and in great demand. I have Jjust ocut of
curiosity been casting vp our expense esince we hzve been in
Stillwater end find that we have reid in cash' $369.¢9, that is debts
and &1, Mr., N, says that we are only owing 25 now in the Territory
at that. The festivaB, weddings, and parties, take zll. Husband
thet this is the bluest letter that I ever wote., I do not feel blue
et 211, gond-bye, Your Sister loving and truve, Nancy."™

Whet They Ate in '54

But did you realize that Stillweater in 1254 imyorted nmost of
its foed from Iews &nd other more southern stutes:.This she telle
ve in the follewing excerypt:.

April 4, 1854
"Butter is from 25 to 30 cents, they have been from 40 te 50

ell winter; other things &re in yroportion., This must be for yezrs
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to come for yeople are flocking to this territery constently, and
the hi me market ie not now supplied in the Territory. The meost of
our provision comes: from the states below us-=-cn the beoats--

by the way & boat has just come from below, the first of the sezson.

Thé;prnspect is there will be & great food of immigretion this

vear. This beautifuvl country is Jjust being knewn and it only wants te
bte known to be zppreciated."
"pvgust 27 , 1854
"We have juet had a missionary box sent vs. Yalve $85 gurments
nostly made, wheih brings the valuve to #100 or more. Most of the
articles I can vee in my family such as sheets, and pillow cases,

fine shirts, or cott:m flannel shirte and drawers for Nr. N, and

s P
WY AWV

'@yﬁild;;cntton and woolen hose for all with & little alterztion,
Cloth for double gown for VNr. N==glso broad=-cloth for & coat end
pair of pents--gatin for vest wih & neckerchief and four pocket
hendkerchiefes for me--three pair of draWere, and three chemises,
three night dresses, delaine for a wrapper with linigng, calico
for dress-bennet and collar night capse, etc. You would not care
to hear &ll.
New Drese, Clogk, Hat

In any lettexr home Nancy renged over a lerge field, so that
her femily might ptcture her exactly in the detzils of her new,
end to Besterners, her very romantic new home among Indiane and
rreiries! In this letter ehe Jumps from the very feminine topic o
sievie s tho M oxtion problem.

"November 27, 1854
"By the way I have just nade @ nice black &ilk; price $1.75

& yard; it was m&tly & preeent. The ladies have Just brought in sone
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deladne for » dreee, I heard that other ladies are getting me &
large cave mude of the ladies elnth for clorzke, to be trimmed &nd
tesselled with a dress to match and some others z velvet hat, so
you see we have friends here....

30 Going to Schoel
"Well now in reference to Bchools; the Amedemy is in operztion in

this: plece, taught by Mr. Webber. He has now what he can make,

hee  now 30 scholers znd ie now expecting five or X more the lestf

of the term. He ie-fntending to muke it & permsnent affeir--he ¥ill
make from 800 to 1,000 exsily with nething but the common brenches "

Even Nr. Nichols noticed thsat his wife wes very populer zmong
his parishoners. He writes-on

"December 22, 1854,

"I'am settled on & salary of $700 to Ve increcsed in the future
@8- the expenges of living may meke neceeeery, ed I heve the privilege
of absence four Sabbaths in the year, if I wish, The pecyple are do-
ing all for us thet we could wikh or exrect. Abmost every week
fUrnisheéégggﬁnew tie to bind us- to them, in the form ofpresents,
4nd thet you mey know how populer Nancy is emeng them, it is & feect
et &lmost 211 the presentsare for her.

"A few weeke since & splendid cozt or caeye of Lladies clnthe
weS given her, which cost %1¢ &nd vesterday & nice velvet hat &1l
trimmed, wee 8 mt in, with the card of three ladies :nd tvweo gentlanen
"A Thenksgiving Gift"., Two lerge bugkets came in tle other evena
ing filled with 211 menner of groceries, & delaine dress for Yanpy,
bonner for Lovise, etc. 4nd amoneg ell, nothing for me,eXxcept £2$1’
share of the estables. Don't yYou think it is nean of them, I am
rositively getting jezlous of my wife. Put I dan't think I ecouvld

get one the people wou ¢ Tike eny better, and so I resign myself to




my fate as:etocielly e I can.
"Nency is enjoying hereelf finely this winter, and will un-
doubbtedly have te brush uvp her literary ideus.some. She has Jjust

teen appointed one of the Editors of the Lyceum paper, &nd will

probably have te reed’ the same. We have & Lyceumsineperatdon with

& Debate, Ledies: Paper and course of Lectures., Don't you wish you
were here? We do."

*Of thie Lyceuvn,Nichols' grendsen, now & profeesor at the Uni-

versity of 'Minnesot, writere in &an erticle published in Minnesote
History leet Serptember:,
" another public service concerned a Stillwater Lyceum, On
Becember L3,1854, & meeting wae held at the Minnesote Houee which
wagc eloquently addressed by Rev, H, H, Nicheols:and othére' and on
motien of Rev. H. H., Nichols; it was uvnamimouly zgreed to take
mezvsers to orgenize & Lycevm., He served on the conngttee which
drafted & constitutuon fer itsc govrernment, and regulerly attended
itscrmeetings, St Creix Union (Stillwater), December 19, 1854,
"Nichnlis &lso worked to reorgenize the lyceum and he pres-
ented tefore it his lecture on "rife" givien & year earlier be-
fore the Kinnespolie Lyceum. See his diary, December 31, 1855,
Jenvary 4, 7. 185¢,

'rTﬁe lectures, some very good and sorme 'small affdirs’' were on
ell E?;ﬁés of subjects. He noted the down in his dairy, and
frequently praised or censured the epeaker's delivery.

"Of epecizl interest today, =& examrples: of bygone manners and
cuEtoms , are the ledies  'Portfolios' of the lyceum cousee, slweys
read by one of the women.On Jewmvarxery 10, 1855, after a lecture 1y &
Catholic priest, my frendmother reed the 'Portfolioe! end I find

from her husband¥s diery, that she 'ecquitted herself with grace
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and dignity'. Some ofthese portfoelios are before me now in ny
grandmother'e delicate handwriting, excellent examples of mid-
century style and badinage, I like the one which pginte out thet
' 4 wxitexr for the 'Portfolio' must be witty end sparkling
thet ' Aledy must be like a dew-drop in the sunlight, like the swn
gspengles on the Leake, like the ripple of the rill, like the foan

of the catarect, like painted clovds, like the reinbow, like

fleshing icicles, like precious- stenes,, like Tbrightrstars, like

orangee, like ripe peuches, like anything that is tright, and pretty
and enchanting.'

"NowLedies', my grandmether went en 'I have none of the

qualitficetions d"meanded for & writer te your raper. I &m not

witty, nor spaerkling, nor brillent, nor enchgnting., &h, No! not
besvtiful, I am not wery youthful, I have passed the sunny-sgide o
20....1 never éieted on engle's miles, or ster-reys, or coquetted
with the mronbeams, or lisped to the zephyrs,, or sighed over love
tules, or wert over yellow novels',

"And furthermore I never tried but once to ride Pegesus, :nd
then I wes thrown,...0liver Wendell Helmes: seys Pegesus will not
trot well uncder & side seddle. He is the titmen who never cares ¢
to write &g funny &8 he cen=-=-dié he meen teo be very funny when he
wrote theat?"

"But &5 yet the Nichhls family hed no cow. The follewing letber
bty Nichols recrunte how Enssy arrived very uvnexrec tedly one dey.

He writes on June 1, 1855:
"A few duys since &z covuyle of boys cume driving & cow up to ny

houvee, end geaece me & letter from théir father, in which was:
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1Bro.N, accept this cow &8 ' & free gifp from the Lord. I cennct see
three or fovr cowe 1n my yard, while my Pastor has none. I have
en investment of a cow in the House of wershipm and now I want
one in the YWimister who preszches in that house'.Nothing in the
shape of & cow here can be bought for less than $40.

n gurely goodnees and mecy are followingue &ll eur days.
Nency is- pretty much &t home with Ber cow, and bout 40 or 50

chickens ghe hze to feed every day. Now when we can keepr these

; !
on ouvr own place, we ought to be very ruch contented, Our cityud

growing VeIrY fugt now. Over 20 housee are elready built this
gpring or gre ihrthé procees’ oferection, and a8 many more will
vndoubtedly go vp this year, Four lumber millle zre now in fvll
vlast, two of them with gang saws.

" People a&re p ouring inte the Territory at an awful rate,just
cbout & thousand e day since navigation, Stezmbout arryals:cet St
Pavl have numbered z€ high as: geven per day, and passengeres on
s single boat over800."

wother evidence of the warm plece thet Nency and her hus-
pand held in the hearts:of their Stillwater pazishioners czn be
geen in this letter;
( Fror lrs, H.H.Wichols;185¢).

v We have been & little unsettled of late, Mr. N, having received
& call from the first Presbyterian phrrch at St Pavl. We-did not
xnow but we might go, but the péi;fg here will net consent on any
conditon,, they would raise NI Nichole salary to 1200 the same

first. I think I never saw & people more attracted to min-
ister.
# We cen see dvery much good that has: been ddme here. The Sab-

bath is observed betterm the morel tone ofsociety has risen, marny

Y o~ T 1A A - 3 3 i plas
of "ouvr grog shops and gaumbling saloons are clesed vpon the sab-
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bath nows---- But thisis not suffickent . We want to see the
hearts ?f the people changed and brought to the knowledge of Christ
then g;é; will seciety be truly reformed, Pruy for uve dear Parents
that euvr faith fail not.

"For three months: pest Mr Nichols hae veen delivering a
couse of lectures to yong men. 0Our church has @een crowded through
the whole. Last week they closed, tThe night befor the last lecture
vr N, received a package containing 8300 in money, with & note sgy-
ing ' A =mall present for Nr Nichols; from the young men ofhis
congrefation, ues-a slight testimonial of hheir effection and
egteem, und a5 & thank offering for earnest and able lectures,'

"The week befor I received & prrse centeining $60 from the
ladies: of the congreetion accompnied with muvech love and many good
wihés, I must say the present wus very acceptatle, tut the evid=
ence ofgood feeling thetit maniBested was more so . It will help
ve= very materially about paying for our lote;, We have been enlarg-
ing ovr church and in the fall the trustees intend te bvild a new
one if Nr Nicholis steays, and I presuvme hWd will, They will raiee

his: alary to $1,000 ourpresent income isnot sufficient «s the price
of living is now higher and houwe rent etc, Mr N, thinks they are
not able to pay more than & thousand, I never saw a people s0 will-
ing to give for every object of benevolence us here, Our monthly
collectbom averuges from® & to %10 our home missiocnary collectdéon
$35 our sabbath school seveny fike centszor so, I must say that
the West makes & heart large, We have not a ten cent contributiom

in the congregatién, non% less than 25 cents: "

{ahan, Joow Pord WLidcun
He ™M an-ovel 29
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The Stillwater,of I938, has: long ceased to function s &

R s - Stillwater of 1838

lumber center. The call for the nerdy laborer to the great
colorful timber lands will never call again to the woodsmen,
and lumber fareing men.
In its place however it &nell have, so it is hoped,
sccording to the"Swillwater Fuseiness Association," which
is working on plans to develop the community and stimvlate
pusiness activities,
The Junior Chamber of Commerce and other civic organ-
jzations are cooparating for the progress of the cijyy.
THe future looks very promising and inspiring, now that the
completion of the nine foot channel on the St Croix river
nhas-come to being & reality. Than too the new water front
on the St Croix, which borders the lovely picturesque"Lowell
Park®
The long looked for dream has- been relized- two new
modern echools, which are right up to the 1938, minuﬁﬁg murkj
, of architectural beauty, convenience and comfort to both pugpils
and the teachers. Thus the art of learning may be presented
on a higher scale or eduvcation taught tn a modgrn way; within
the walls of an equal modern school.
The object of the earnest workers is to make Sﬁillwater
s summer and winter playground center. The aim is to have it
end outstanding rresideéntial city. The need to advertise the
1ovely o0ld colorful picturesque city and the :ST Croix %walley.

The need for more factories and targer payrolls ie ex-

tremely urgent. glso

more highways are needed,
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Thé city offers in addtion to its: tpatuyel acenic beauty,
new schools, many splendid churches, and recreational fac-
ilities, Thus asca residential city it is ideel.
River ngivities

Fach yeur, tne assnciation sends a representutive to the
ennvel meeting of the Mississsippi Waterweys assciaticny held
at 8t Touikt At thece Cnn*erences,,plans fexr the developnent
of the 8t Croix &nd Mississeippi rivers aee discuseed, The
orgenization wee very active in bringing about the completion
of the nine foot channnel,"

Inspection Trip on Biver

" Army engineere-end Weshington officiels were invited to in-

gepect the upper 8t Croix river, early this fall. It was pointed

out to these officials that there was & need for dredging en

both the upper &nd lower Wivers "

,
Channele Ma rk\mf\;‘;

"oA xeqnést hee- been sent to the lighthese Division of the U,
Ss vayjdepartnent aeking for more channel merking on he
urper St Oroix. As & result of reovests made in former years,
.9

v
by the gssociation, the lower river is well meked for boat

X

navigeation," Boat Owners

Invyit, 44 1 .
NVitations are mailed to btouat ownebf esch eprimyinviting
&

them tn.visit the waters-of the 8t Creix. mach year there is

an increese in boat navigetion, ,Wechave! 'éncoureged boet
owners to dock their boats in Stillwater during the winter
months, #his edds additdonal tex revenve to Washintom county

tex receintss,




)2(

It is the sincere desire of the workers to ‘btring about

the following program.

" To develop & home buvilding program. 2- Improve parks
and river frontage, 3- Advertise the St Croix velley a8 a
winter and summer play ground. 4-Complete & white way on
North Main Street. 6- Arrange for parking 1lots in Business
district. €- Bandscape and teautify ravines in city.7- Work
for construction of Stillwater-Taylors Falle highway.
8-Work for completetion of highway 3¢ to Minneapolis.

- Work for improvement of highway to Withrow and Nerth-
weet, IO- Place more highway signs directing traffic teo
Stillwa ter, II- Develop commerce for river terminial.

I2- Work for bande stand on river at Lowell Park.
I3- Have series of water events: on river during summer.,
I4- Work for widening and eliminatien of curves- on Highway
2I2, 1I5- Work on new indpstries."
For some years- the need for modern homes has been great.

During redent weeks & group of public spriteéd business men,

and professional men have formed & corporation to sponsor
the building of five new modern homes. These are being con-
stucted under the supervision and co-operation with the
Federal Housing Administration,

The pwrpose ‘~and sitmsbeing to interst people te buy
homas and live in Stillweter, It ie hoped that the attenpt
of this project will encourage people te build and remoded
0old homes that are now vacant, The new venture ought to raise

the valwe on property and bring new familyes to the city
beeutiful -~-Stillwater,
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New Dockage Facilities

"In the annvel invitetion for IS39 to boat owners. we shall
arrence to have pietures takes of the new dackage facilities
and weater front, A picture showing this improvement will be
enclosed in each letter to boat owners- en bothe the St' Croix

and the Miseiseippi rivers, "

Restocking of Fish
"p cormittee is now working fwith the State Game and Fieh
commiseion for the interest of restocking fish in the St Croix
river in the spring .We feel this will encouruge reoble to
come to Stil¥water, for fishing."

New Lights- for Athletic Field

" /b grovp ofp tpublic gpirited business nen financeq the

cost of the new lighte at the Athletic field. Stillwater is

one of the few cities of its size te have this lighting egeip -

"
ment,

Lghway8s
U

A committ ee from Stillweter, Beyport, Marine, Scandia, Tay-
~lors Falls, Forest Lake and Almelund called on the state
highway officials in an é€fferot to bring about the constuction
of the étillwater-Tbylnrs Falls road, ZEvery assurence wase
given this committeee that surveys would be made and construc-

"
tion would be started in I939,

Viesissippi River Scenic Highway
Letters have been mailed to Washington officials, requesting
thet Stillwater and the /St Croix vealley be incluvded in rout-
ing of the new feéeral highway which will extend from New

Orleans teo Port Arthur, Cenade. Close attention will te gi¥eén




- (5\
éhe routing of the highwaey when funds are appropiated for
its consturctioen.”
Highwey gigns
A new fifty foot modet highway eign “es been placed on the
Wisconsin Highw:y I2, four miles: from Hudson., Other signs are
located at Hudson, on the Minnesota sideé of the Hudeon bridge
Highway I2, the anoka cutoff &nd Highway 9€. All ofthese

signs are maintained on & rental Wesis by the association,"

Advertising and Publicity

The nﬁrCh of Minnesota broad cast was-spnsored by the assscaition

The broadcast ohew radio staton WCCP direct fromStiilwater, &

which gave the city considerable favorable publicity."

The work of the various civicorganizations have !

many and no doubt shall beare fruit,

Notes taken from
Stillwater Daily Gazette of

December I4, I938




growing ceonmunity Terought the entire
were then operating a wholszle and
2e story frame building on lower south
'/
vressed on to oglivien..

The newly organized members named it*.the "lMinnesota Merchantile

Company, "who ue?e»ncpel% president - 3 ] Penni

J, A, Deragiseh ,,and A, G, Triebel as
other local and leading business ﬁen therée were a toptal of eitmteen
stoek holders. BRBusiness eontinued in the original plaee for :one year
whien it was moved to new building sepeeially ecntrueted for it,
building situated on Chestnut Street,. near the S8t Croix
T receiving and Mpping soode wer nt exeelled
by any*im the Northwest, The bvilding stands- adJacent to the railfoad
treek thus ovoiding expense deyage and other handling tax usually
inevrred by hou ] s0 fortunately situat fhue it beeame the fast
for every krnown wariety of food needed for mankind
A brand of goods which received its name from the famous
Teylore: Falls, earries to th da ;«. trade mark, and one visiting
may note the : riptio: a huge rock telling ~of the in-
gpiration that led to the
At one time it employed a8 high as thirty peopte throughout the
entire - year . It has and etill eontinure a steady properouvs growth,
dealing fairly and Jjustl its- patrons afdss y at the lowest
priee eoneistent with quality. During the many ye its functioning

numeroug bueginess men have been associated with , and it has continuved

in demand with the loed merchunts. At ~‘present it is headed




Brewery and lMalt Houee ' g*ﬁﬁ V\Uuﬁyh

In 1850, when Stillwater's alert business men were getting est-
tablished in various  aetivities. One Norbert: Kimmiek,vieioned his
1ife work in the manufaetering of a stimulant whieh has long keen
known and exeepted by mankind as a reftreshing and invigorating drink.

hue eare in to being the firet brewery on Chestmut and Third St.
where the Armoryy now stands a eommanding and distinguvished building,
with the low flat roof's: blazing large letters of STillwater, indica-
ting to the modern mode of travelers, the airplanes what town they
are gaing through.

Let us go bkaek to IB52, the brewery is being moved to lower Main
Street, adjoining the property of Frank Aiple,wiho had in the meantime
built & ®imilar business, The site ehnsen was: perhaps not selected £OT
scenie wonder and lovliiness but never the less it was & natural beauty
spot, It was  built on the stone kluff thus giving one & panomramie
view of the beavtiful waters-of the St Uroix river, whieh 6ften refleets
like & mirror,the stately trees-in their many hues,cthus inspireing
one on to dreamlike wonder,

7ithin another two years the firms consFidated and beceme part-
ners,thus manufaetering an a large scale, and &as sueh they orerated until
the death of N, Kimmiek, in I8B57, wh ] iple, assumed eharge, and
three yvears later he and Mrs, Kimmiek were married; after whieh he
took over the entire management of the thriving eoneern,

After eight years of profitable busine a fire broke out
whieh destroyed the buildings. Reeonstruetion work begen without mueh
loss of time and F, Aiple,, who was at the same time building a bezutifvl
and luxurioue mansion on hie premises near the brewery. He was naturally

busily engaged in the directing of koth hies residenee and faetory.
While he wes on one of his many insSpecting tours he met v1fﬁ & serious

accident whieh resvlted from a fall. Thus the magnifieent home he built




¢ &5)

®.) 2 ) ‘ - 3 : :
va® never graced by his presence, for he died befor ite eompletion.
» £ ] -

lis widow took eharse znd with eompetent helry
well orgeinized and rebuild business ,
work and passed it‘ln the hands of F, Aiple's: brot? whe tonk over the
management and was successfully condueting the growing firm. When again
& devesting fire brought*it down in ruins.
It was: again rebiilt stronger and sturdier than ever of hueg

and eondueted by the disezezd mans brother, and later consoidated with

Jung Brewery Company of Milwakee and used &8 a braneh of the compi

& it nperated for some years; when J, Wwolf,, teck it over and econtinuved
business until. brobition or the "Velstead Aet" came in to being.

Sinee that time it has lain idle,.quite; tand gradvally gone the

way of &ll eold neglected buildings to rvine, decay with only the
remnants of the strong and sturdy built walls, & reminder and relie of

the past,
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Coel 0il Delivery in Early Deys

The old residents of Stillwetex ney well remember the "tinkle
of the bell" when the o0il wegon mede its regular trips eround
Stillwater,

Back in eerly pioneer days, the first tinkling of the bell
wes heerd in the streets, when Will Hursey peddled the new product

\ ] y :
celled cosl o0il.

People no doubt hed their cens end other recepticels ready,
when at the sound of the familier tinkle of the bell . fuey called
to the busy oil wagon nren.

After & short while he knew his reguler cuvestoners znd the
quanity of o0il needed., Thus it became & hebit to stop at certein
houses and f£ill up the empty cnntainers.‘

This by the way was censidered quite &n advenced step.over the
©1ld fashioned candles which were being iaid aside rapidiy for the
modern coel o0il, Lamps vsing dil geve off more illuminztien and
were leee messy te handlers,

It suvrely wase considered a great znd rrogresgive advence
by those old rioneere of daye gene by,

We perhzps cén never fully reslize the happy and Joyeous
exypectation that the new modern trend of heving ceel 6il must have
meent to them,

They no doubt thought zs vecrle of 1939 oftenrdo. To use

of the 1939expressions.




"It seems beyond my comprehension how the turning of & tiny
switch cen give such & brillient end illuminating light".
"I'm s0 glad to be living in this modern cge™,

"It never ceases to be remerkeble to me",

! [ ]
2 “Uhava N
So too those sturdy and enduring Dople of long agn thkedl no

dovbt in some what the same wein; end expressed their ayprgciatinn
and thanketiving thet they were living in such & modern &nd PTOgrese ™
ive age. |

Though cozl 0il never resched the popularity and enormeous
turnover that gascline has, yet it became & ruch needed end uvseful
product., -

Lempe, wicks, chimmey end other manvfacturing industries

ra pidly sprung up to supply the increasing demand for lampb. Thus

grew the coal 0il business,

As time went on the crrdeﬁlagn lamps gave way to more decorative

ones, Fancy shapes‘and lafre ¢ i& thet geve off pore brillient
light wes & prize posseeeion in meny & front parler. Thesé erecial
roougiere veed of ‘dourse on very rere occaeeions end only for
coupany getherings,

As we leave the long &go 0il delivery wagonman with is neg®ly
forgotton tinkle of bells, let us try to be more thankful &nd
apprecietive of what hes transpired in the peesed, and not lose sight
of the fact that &s time marches on, newer and more nmoderniddess

are coming to the front,




We know what has been znd we know what is now, but we do not

fuvlly know or cen hardly comrrehend what the future ghall bring.

Notes from old copy

of Stillwater Gezette
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STILLWATER BOAT BUILDE]

George Maller, 86 years old, has for gix decades been a boat builder
in Stillwater. Ge first begun the manufacturing of boats with his father,
Philip Muller, at the age of eight or nine. Their very first boat was made
out of an old piano box. From that small beginning arose a coacern that was
later closely aligned with the lumber industry. From such firms as Doe and
Folsem, McFusich, Hersey and Bean, Issac Staples and the Anderson Lumber Com-
pany. For those large concerns they constructed gculls--peavy stocks and
bateaux.

In 1870 when George Muller was 18, he and his brother made boat-build-
ing their cnief business. Though in the winters when buginess was slack they
occupied tneir time in the manufacturing of furniture, but it was discbntinued
after a few years.

For the Alaskan gold rush on the Yukon, about 1888, Muller brothers
built one steam boat und five bateaux boats. It was shipped up to the mouth
of the Yukon, then, there, put together. Unfortunately, those having his
boats came back without striking the great riches they had unticipated, but
they did come back wiser, braver, and richer in the knowledge of human nature.

A boat shop was opened on lower Main Street, near the Commander Ela-
vator site. In a 20x40 foot shop the young pioneer boat builder began man-
afactaring bouts. The very first steam boat was the "Borealis Rex". Then
came the "Columbia' and the "Ravenna".

He has in his possession some old manuscripts, among which are some old
bill§ of lading, these date back more than 9 score years. One, a bill from
Bronson dates 1874, which shows the company bought Dateaux boats from the
Muller Brothers at $3v.00 a piece.

A humorus incident of a christening of one of his boats was about 4
Northern Wisconsin business man, who at the last minute decided he would like

his bout christened., On being informed of the usual proceedure and that a




11

bottle of liguor was broken over the bow. He at once get out to make his pur-

chase. Bui after several hours elapsed he hadn't returned, the men tired of

waiting then launched the boat.

Tinally the owner arrived with a bottle & champagne and finding the
boat already in the water, refused to waste his precious and expensive liquor.
He sat down promtly to drink it insteuad.

The most famous of all his boats was the Ravenna which went down in
the wind storm in 1902. It was later rebuilt and finally burned several years
later. It had been built for the Anderson and O'Brien Lumber Company in 1887.
The naming of boats usually came from the owners family and was given without
mach formality.

The present plant is located on West Myrtle Street and is operuted by
his two sons, Roy and George Jr. A third son operates a boat livery on the St.
Croix at Stillwater.

Among some of the big boats he built were namesly "Alice D";"ft. Croix";
"Land M"; "Baby"; "Bdwin C"™ and the "Leroy", all of which were launched in the
St. Croix River at Stillwater.

In addition he has raised many sunken boats, Now at the full and ripe

a

age of 86 he doesn't say he's retired bat'just laid off for awhile, that's all’.




- U
= )

balll

[
~

= i |
80l

A

1 @

1iew and modern sehool




0101

: tvt\:v\f\d :
rigat t

e & LILL LO

4

18 .eaXrne




4+

tne- Sioux

redieted th
$4C -‘.‘ g )
len 7

S ARCIe i s
dug up &

in diggineg ‘
L& and for v
for variou

™
the sehool
hool.,




Sezlp Dence in Stillwater in I850

Indians had the champion: ballle they staged
o frightful sealp danee on what is now lain Street, This tbok placec
A - ey
around and about where Ywi. SEEBe the Hanson Meat ygrketnxmu-ghuwﬁg‘

A terrifie battle took place between the Chippiwey and Slrux3

in the vieinity of Apple river., The attack took place at deybreak while

the vnsuspeeting Chipriwas were eeping off the effecte of & long sei ge

m

of "drinking, Thus: giving the Bioux tacgood opvortunity and at¥mntage.

11

the horribe mass: fvthe Sjoux had killed and scalped all bu

.
¥

[

0ld oY, thoroughly arcused wild Indians came to Stillwatel-

to eelebrate there victnry5P3 stuging a hidious, and gruesome scclp

3

In some meanner they obtained & large bell which they deecorated
with the fresh and wierd sezlps of the father and mother of their little
captive boy and other of his relatives; and ti forced him to stand in
midst of tn;m‘rlngln; the bell a8 & means of furnishing musie for therr
mad and blood ecurling dance, They were hidiouely painted and naked exept

¥reechicloth,
The fear zand atarm of the white peorle cen be imagined, they
1ocked thedr doors and no doubt prayed and hoped they would not be attacked,

+

Ag- the dance eontinued they occassionally 'W\Uiﬁu: '~ to one-of the
windows and yelbﬂand whoop making & horrible faece seareing the wits out
people. S g8 & t ma sem they dif not harm the people
finally tired out they left. As by a lrs Enmels,ult was the

"

e¥perience o the ear}yy days.
returned. the-the little suxwivor
Chippiwa tribe , Byt it w: with mveh difieulty; for
afraid of the white peor han he hed been of  the Sioux Indians, and
to stay with them even tho they had so ervelly murdered his

5

parente, relatives -and friends. £ Jjust goes

tavght
GUEAT to fear the white renple more
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’
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capacity for abow
ransporting men, ywere: vséd for
any necessary and quickly needed implements, It
was the: rnost rapidiand efficient way of getting about' and of
Teaching dangerous places on the St. Croix river during the logging
d&ys: from I844 until IOIS,

Baeh bout was: handled by two eXperienced oarsmen known cs
bateau boys or crew. The more expert of these men were assigned
dvty in the center of the river, K while the lessrskilled werked
close tn-the shorelines, A large number of these were eoperating
on the river,, some companieshead as: many’ as- fourteen,, nthers hed
'PSb,.¢CChIéln£ to the wealth of the respective owners; Esach

v
logging compahy had &1l d&tﬁ r bateaw boate: painted one erlor,
One firm would have &ll red,, enother green,, some white;, and’
verious: colorse: of VYlve,, black,, ete,.

Prior to the bateauv boats;,, "Dugout &8 they were czlled
were  in use, These were crue in eomups 5 ( the bateaus,
though a few of them remeained in use-until' the lcsi of the lulber
indvstry., The dvgnute- wer made of straight,,K white pines,, stripped
of the bark and hollewed out elmest to the shell, with the two ends
rointed,, and seated féur to five-men,.

A number of " these bateau boys are now 1livinge in stillweter,

80tu. Some have retired and are living on the fruit of their

while others: are actively engaged in various: business
QntPr;TiSPS.

Thomes- H,. Maher,, one of the famous bateav ecrew, is now

gheriff"of Wushington County, and can date his- residénce in

Stillwater from I882, His hirthrlace wag, Quebee,; Canada,in IB¢é6;

his parents wer atives o reland, Michael F., and Phoebe Ann

( Fitzpatrick) ligher,, as- children moved’ to Qulbec, and some years




laterrw

vere married there.

Thomas- H. isc the only one of“eight' chi 'en residing
in Minnesotwu.. He wes: reared’ and’ educated ' in Quebec;school work
wvas- easy for him,, he learnedr rapidly &nd
classes,.

t

wes: alweysceheed in his
At the age of fourteen he entered ecollege,, but' it was-not
all to his-liking,, so his- colleg
nightt,, and he started out' in

career lasted merely over
life

From' I880: wvntil IP02 he we.s

b=

féor himself " from that day on,

empoyed in lumber: camps of

.
Wiseonsin,, Michigan,, and yrinnesote, He wrrked at'wvaygous: nccupat-

jons- perteining to the lumber: industry, and had an
becoge acaveinted ' with &ll types: of men,

opportunity to
In TR22 he was

united
Stillwater, Ninnesota.

in marriage to liiss;, 1

ary Kent of
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thet Thomeas-lMaher was: bateau man for;, and very often in & spirit of

and darinﬁ,,fhey,ce well as many nthers‘uﬂvld participate~in &
race on the 8t' Croix river,
The race here relateded happrened’ at' Taylors Falls befbre
the-dam wae- built. The names- of "the men whom they raced with
heve- been fHrgotten,, but it is ren&ﬁ*&red thet they were in & blue
boat and were working fér a lumberrecompany of Chippewa Wisconsin,
Ehe two-men naﬁed,“ent over the fglls:-in a red betiauv boat
and landed’ right side vp, while the rival boat turned baek, with-

Out' gning over the- fallss

Lymen Sutton, one time bateau boy on the St. Croix river,
1927 :
is: now,one of the leading business-men of Stillwater, Minnesota.
atteined a peosistion of trust and weelth thet very few
He is- the head of the Cersmapolitine bank,
Thezter Company, Lily leke Iece,
In addtion he~has &n interest in the
Friendly Velley liotor Copany, and owns considerable real estcte.
We  wes born and reared in Stillwater,, the date of his
birth wae I867. His father, /Thomas-Sttton, was born in New
Brunswick, and the bbrthplace »f his mother wes-Jrland. His
fether wee- a lumbermen,, and.like most pioneers, hed been attracted
by the pineries and rumers of the valuble white and Norway pine
that was:- availavle in the St. Croix ¥alley,
Young Lyman had every qportunity to get an: eduvcation
fitting a gentleman of those days, hut he pfeferred the lumber camr

to scheol., His-dreams-and visione wasl contrary to hie parents

-

and agfer muech 1 ding and coaxing he won,. and at

twelve he went to work asc & chore boy in the lumbercemp.

His- parents- hadc taken special ceare- to make it difficult,




toilsome &and uvnattractive as possible for him,. ¥t/ proved to be
a8 .th=y planned’and hoped’ for,, because at’ the end of one month
he was- ready to go back tp school, Here he stayved until he was
fourteen years of age;,but by this time the call and urge of the
woods seemed’ to be stronger than ever,.Although he did sometime
later teake & business: course.
After leaving school), his- first' work wasc¢ a "Cookie"

A kitenen helper in a lumber camp.At fifteen he hazd gradvated
to teamster,,and in this work he took much pleasure and delight,
Phe:faster he ecould make: the hores: go ,, the happier he wes,

nne day after oyerhearing the older teamsters relating

experiences they had,, he decided to try a methed of thei where =
2XP J » J )

by the horsss would go faster, At
proceeded te put it to the test.
fh place- of using &
gourd into the horse a8 hard ce-he couvld, without giving any
thought* of " eonsequences; The swrprised animal perked up and tore
like-mad’down the road,,and ofeourse he got' his: expected thrill
&nd delight; but it was- of short dvration,.
For alas?! He hadnit* reckoned with the wound the poor
beast received, The- Blood gushed and spurted from the now
frightened and injured beast as8d it raced at'a terrifiecspeed,
so that it was  with muech difficulty befoxy he finally stopped.
He wasc pretty well cured of the desire te ever attempt to race
& horse-in such & manner, “e'didn't dare- to tell anyone- what he
had done for a long time,,and the féar and shaume haunted’ him
for many ye«rs afterwards,.

In the ne%¥t féw years-he tried many phases of the

1'{)'{},‘13?31'11'15’ indvetrv WA
: LYY, . and was fast fhrg-lng zhead and cEready




becoming & leade VY he was:- twenty=-one he assumed the re~
sbonsibility of rearing his- brothers  end sisters,, owing to ther
death of his-parents: To add to his-already great burden, he

undertook the care of hisec sisterts:-and brother's children,

and has- remained father, mother, and friend' throughout the

Lyman Sytton, felt' the need morgthan evexr that he had
to meke-money. He longed had cherishedc the desire to be worth
£ifty thouvsaad dollars-at' the age of "fifty,and he lost no time

in trying to-achieve,and accomplish worbh while things,

)
He entered the logging buvsiness - with the Weyhauser
Company without & contract or agreement of“any kind;, yet strange
asc it'may sound,, there was:cno mistruset,,discord,, inharmony,
or misunderstanding ef“any kind, Faith and’ trust: continuved
for many yeaxrs:son both sides;, and en important faetor was;

that a1l erncerned were prospering and making money.

He supervieed the first railread out of "Stillwater,.

while he was- superintendent fn;J,LSavuﬂi%b[ le took a mumber

of perilous tripe to Canada to investigate timber lands and
their prospectd: forrlumber mills, He &lso- made serval trips
S mw‘ﬁl-{
to ¥exteo, f the X :
mEAL€E, 10Ir the liessers and Sgnmtry interst to investigate
vrospective silver mines,

£

Pn one of his trips to Mexico he was obliged to stay

ot - : & a . 4 A
stay one yearr instead of “Bix weeks, Inthdk community, there wzebp

mueh diseord and ill feeling umong the woerkers and natives,
that it became nececessary for him teo go about armed at all times,
He took up target practice  in eernest and became & erack shot.

Later at a Fiesta he gave an exhibition of his merknenship and

8kill.,




On his rety z ‘
n his retvrn to Stillwgter he becume more valuable to his

business ;ssncictes‘andg?dmdxrvst and respect of &ll who knew
nim as: being honest and dependable., This great confidence from
hie fellowmen has: followed him throughout the years:

The first strike in Stillwater was-at the Santry lumber
Mill, located rn the boom road, now ealled the'Marine Road"
Severel hundred men Wleed'rut for demand of ten hours work,
in place of the eleven they were themrworking. Lyman Sutton
wass than superintendent' of the striking mill, and the .aifoll-
owing morming: €tertefl, térihis- work as vsval. The pickets
had lined both sides- of the road, letting no one pass, but
Lyman Suttens The leader of the gang called out, " Let him
Pass hedg glright."

A touching little incident in his early life was the
time he broutht & shagey,,wiry,, small dog. home to his sisters,
Tho he himself had never cared’ for degs, he- tolerated'it for

sake., They weré delighted and happy beyond words
with the playful enimel, and loved it from the firet, Not'so
with young Lymen, he had no time for it. Althotgh he never
abused it, he was: secretly vearning and leooking forward to
the time he eovld get ' rid of it.

Some months later his-sisters went on a veattion, and he
very willingly offered’ to take care of the didpised dog. Out
in the woods he thought would he a good place to lose him.

The first ddy at the camp the dog followed him around continuvally.

When he sat down, the dog sat at his feet with anilexpression

of hero-worship. iou all know what &' pleading, puthetic,,soblftll

look a 1lonesome d6g can give.

WPOR SrveahnLel Pt Tmsa, )




varurelly,he felt a

The first night the dogslept at ‘muite & distance from
his bed,, on the second night a bit closer. Of eourse by this
timeLymen was: feeling very sorry for him. On the third night
he wze sleeping in the bed,, at the  fool, Fetr the- balance of
the time he stayed at camp,. the dog wae with him day and’' night.
The nnce hatefil dog became & pal and companion such as he
never thought could be pessible.

when later he took the now cherished friend and pal back
te his sisters, it ’'was with e feeling of sadness to part with it|
You my reeder,cun imagine his: grief and sorrow when a short: time
later,, the animal weas: run ower and killed. No one mourned and

fel1t the loss-any keener thuan he did for the once hated dog.

Patrick Fitzgerald,, also & member of the "Famous TFateav
Boys;" wee born at Schenectady,, New York, in 1855,the son of
Vorris and Mary Titzgerald.Wh - t two years of age

with his pearents,, sistergé; and brothers, %o make their home

in Stillwater, Minnesota.

The Fitzgereld femily like many other ewrly settlers

ned been sttracted to the St Croix velley , becavee of the
immense vortion of fine and valuable timberland.

The fémily experieneed the vusvel herdships of the
eoTly pioneers., In I8¢2,Morris Titzgerald passed on, the mother
continued to live in Stillwwter, Patriek her son, at an early
age went +o work in the lumber camp, fiest as:- chore boy, and
on 1vp from lumberlaek to canp‘foreman, bateauvboy,

When the lumber industry 0@¢sed,He gerved on the

voliee force for & number of years;, and then zs ghatd ,in the
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«linnesnta State Prisn he ¢
€ & rison. In the year of U?94 he was married in

Stillwater; to Julie Burms; daugh$er of“a sailor from Maine
from Maine,

™ 1.
Ihree childre T S, g
children of whem have passed on: their two

grundeons, Parick,and Robert live-in St Pavi.
During his-logging days he worked on the construection
Nevers: Dam,, above- Taylors, the first dam built across: the
*Crioxy
At the time of "his retirement in §935, he wus

S 2

guard at the State Prison, and » lived on & beautifully
gurrounded garden spot; whiech he and his wife had developed,
gt is sitvated on a hilly slope over looking the: beauvtiful
and picturesque St Croix river. Thus very éften reminding him
of early logging days,some Jjoyous:and glad happenings while
nthers perhar

pessed on, his few remeining pals of early

logging days, The Bateau Boys of the '70's, &ll came to pay

him & last farewell.,
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Stillwater Lumber: Baron

Jemes E. NMeGrath,. a distinguished veteran lumbermen. " His
ancestnrs- claimed kinship with Commodore John Barry, “whos father
of the Americen ¥avy," wes born in Pennsylvania), in the year of
1861,

His coming to Stillwater, Minnesota seventeen years ater
came obout through & friend of his sister; who at® the time was
1iving here,, and whose keen judement and vision saw the great

ties of "the lumberr industry, Thig. friend lost no time
in writing in glowing terms of the immense,, and valvidble timb-
erland that was: to be had here, At' the time- these- temprting in-
vitations were coning, he was:working for his fether,,K who also
ve8 engaged’ in lumbering.

e ceme here with hope, health, courage;, ambition end &

work and win, For seven yeurs: he worked hard and
lezrned’ a great deal about! lumbering. From a lumber Jack he
eradvally advanced to work requiring more responsibiliy.

Among the many well remembered ihcidents in his 1ife, ise
his first ddy in Stillw:ter, Work was immediately offered “p hinf
but it required five days to xezeh i}, cver bed,, rough,, snowy and
hilly roads., He with aboyt fify men malhﬁﬂatn the northern part
of Wisconsin,

At® twenty fowr he formed and operated his own fimm. His
yreafest ambition was: to ewn more lumberczmps than anyone else,
+hig he proceeded to do, working hard’and faithful. While the
jnduvetry was-at its- peak,,he wae for a number of year=<the'}eres+
individuvel operater in Minnesotk,, and had &as-many s thirty two

lumber camps,, employing ag high ess two thousand men,




A town called MeGrath, in Minneseta is-named in his honor,
He buvilt the tbwn at White  Pine,, in Aitkin county in 1909,.1It
consisted of a large sawmill,, rlanning mill,, Post Office,, generel
store and gbout' thirty dwelling houses,
During hise- bueiness in White Pine,, he had & fire loss of

helf million dollers; gfaich ceme aboypt after andunusval severe

E e | 4 4 .
droughtt “~tHearly w1pewﬁout the entire tnwn,endanyerwg meany

lives;cymﬁfgzny'thhvsand aecres:- of hie valvable timker wus: burned,

yy,_MéGrath, tells of early days in Stillwater., "When the
lumber: industry was:c king,,6 all was:lumber,, sewmills,, and loggers,"
Nearly 211 the men,, both young and old were= in some way associated
with lumbering,

The mode of travel for the "Jjacks' wase- by foot'power,"
often averageing thirty miles & day.. The-main stopping places
were- at Grantsburg,,and Taylors Falls. Fach lumber  jack carried
theirrown "packsack,"

Hevling wes: done by way of the oxen team,,at the rute of
two miles an hour, Later horses were more used,, thus bringing
the epeed'up to three miles an hour.In I220 the caterpillar and
tracter came in to being, these at the time were considered
great’ improvements, But now with the motor trrck,szeicai type
treilers, the lumber industry heas been modernized,

When MNr. Grath first went in the woods the lumber jacks
rarely saw their camps in daylight,, except on Sundays. The toil
and hardships didn,t. seem to dampen their spirits any. The food
they had was- plain ﬂ@f‘they enjryed it ; they were S*rﬁﬂﬁy

1 had gond appretites and seemed to thrieve.
Now in I937 the few existing logring cemps in Minnesota
have been modetrnized to quite an extent, The "bunk house" is &

thing of the past, in its place they now have & steelmade single
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bed. Permanent camps are eoquipped with &hower baths and recest-

5

tional facilaties, ,must be suprlied. The 0ld order of c;nr&)q,
ie no more in existence,. Nperactions are conducted by rigid cfa%e
svpervision,

Foods that wer well satisfying in the early days have
disappeared,, in place  of salted and smoked meaty they now have

b

fresh meat, Dried’ ffuit Hasvrerltced by fresh fruit, and vegetubles
are now considered’ importent in the diet,

Since 1886 Mr, M eth nes: hed logs on the below named
rivers and brooks. "St Crﬂixj Totgatie, Nimacogin, Snake, (also
Ann river) Knife, SplitRock, Groundhouse,, and Moose, Also the
fellowing streams,; Crotty brock, Chase's brook, Chestly brook,

Poppyle brook, MeDermott's brook and Bear lake brook." Aleng
these brenks and rivers as-well as other vrlaces he buvilt lumber
camps,

In I89I he wassunited in marriage to Emma J, Chishrln,fznn
Stillwater. She passed on in I®35, leaving six children who have
distingvished themselves in their respective lines of endeavor,

-

A son Ralph W, of Stillwater is the city attorny end &l en-
gaged in the lumber business, znd is married,

Heebert A. clso is conneeted with the lumber business,
and the manufaeturing of tie emes: B, fhe youngest son ig seec-
ratery of the"Northwest* Tie and Timber Company"

A davghter-Helen B, iz a private secretary to an ex=
¢etutiver of the Dupont' Concern of New York City. Pavline,, is man=-
ager of“a Gift Shop in St Pazul Ninnesota, While Crace; is better
known as-lMrsi: Robert Sands of St Paul, hinnesnia.

Mr. MeGrath, in I935 completed half = century in

the logging and lumber business, and is still operating along

)/ o 1 i 5 -
the same lines. tho it has- been for some vears out of the eity
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has no relatives: i 1llwate e lives very
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e-brilt in h seventy
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16327 He came of the hardy old stoek thnat' elezreéd

wilderness and than proceflded to bvild & home on it

birthplace was in & town of Ohio, the year 1828, Unlike

ef the earlier period, he aequire ) % edu C‘c,‘:.frx_,

28 tecehing in sehoéoel . Prioz

gnort time,

sehonl girl sweet-heart Julie Burke, in TR49,

Bight yeaurs later ne moved with h fami ‘he repillly growing
; d LI 2 <

city of Stillwater,udwel seemed to teeming with employment for &ll

1¢ lumber indvstry was:- "boeming",

classesy, Merchants dealing in

merenandlse opened their plaee of business zlmest over night
X I nese gln . : night.

ton,wes bounding previouvsly

covuld

3

now canrrmended

conmunity thu eme A, B, Beston, to give

ne  printing business, Tend he became cssocéited
wae- th@&n propiete ‘ » weekly paper ealled
HFrom typeetter th@n forems ater ¢ nane.g and
years: nf the Civil Werhe was
the azbove named paper;

In I870, the"Stillweter Gazette

publisher end aseisted by ot

irst edltlhn’-;

acecurate getting of

of obstacles the

&




ever loonked & 1 01d copy, and compared it with & reesatt
you havernt try it sometime,, and you will be rewarded in
eat progress malte Than too by the interesting and some
wppenings of long ago. The odd mnd rather blunt way
12 people were made known in the pioneer days.
Anrearly'eopy carried th very g , and worthy motto; "
and fear not- Let &ll the end thow gimdt at,, be- thy Country's,
Ged's and Truthes." The type was some what uneven but not
The editors-note on the left side, stating what probaliy
scond”’ idea to use today, That if sviteeription was paid wilbhuro
montheiin advance the cost would be fif¥¥yeents less,
Than further in describing the front page
there followed & few eolumns-of advertisements fitting the period.
A. poem or two, followed by & ecmplete short story, with a very good
moral to it, No doubt the people, looked forward te that weekly story,
with great interest, as you all know that books and magazines were
few and far apart. Only the rich people could (n§;5> suech luXurious.

¥

of the week completed the &ancient front page of

the three sheet pa Notices of weddings of socially prominent

persons were qulte detalled) ten giving the entire list of

to t lappy ceouvple, which oceaionelly was a lenght) nte I‘Sfl'ﬁf‘]

@specially to the woman folks, Death announcements were given in elo-

guent' and flowery words, seasoned ¢ rouBly with roetry.

?
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Beston, the subjJect of this sketch wrote during

Yy

iime two velumes, which conteains-g
hin

& Ya fal - - - 4
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1909
rutlishéddin 1969 five years- Yefore:

send pages: in these two books, mu
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Fredetick Cerl Neumeier,

f 1\
\ ’ v 2 L.
late Larry fh,LE "Heypy Hea: =g, title
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stie ovtlook on 1ife, hie Jjoviel and hepry aispnsitilon, &

L ©

of the ovt-doors Hig pelling end vnderstanding companionship with

o oe

knew him.

-

hi® children was an eXemrl many who
journalist he hed every oryortunity to play vur -00d reports,
worthwhile things of life ather than the hopeles rean, &and

ly seemB to grow more Iex n the heerts of humenity.

Germany 1in

J

femily neme huad be Sande His father, Christian, had

men of means, who had discovered and worked & copper mine whiech
jderuble valve, He had & goed offer to
fimmm., This he wee Just ebout to accept wher the Prussian

broke ocuvt thus interrurting the transaction and cavsing him

A9

not only the mine but alse &ll of his worldly

i

A brother of Christien Neuvmeier wes en officer
\ \
of "Ritter p.p.". He wés & commanding officer
. - h
sgz on the Black Sex.’
.0 Frederick Carl, the subject

nwig eduecstion in his native lend and, &t the age of twenty-three, cene

+o Americe, Hie first home was in Iowe, where he rroceeded to mester the

Frneglish langusfe, ©Shortly efter, he ceme te Ninnésota, end for six years

he worked at s oecupations~-=-eclerking 1d his of machinist.
2zrs he turned his el s toward newsyaler work
ith'J, Dud in the 8t. Croix P & Germen newsyi

.
e G

1ort time, he and R. Lehmicke bought out the

sincere,

=

end begen




rublication of

Hexrman".
An Fnglish
in 18923, of which he waes a partner with N, A, Nelson,
wee married to Catharine A, Glade of Stillwater, Amid
sorrow and grief he eontinved with his femily in & haeppy 1i
tentment, W8 he was ¢ > to give to Stillwater something
gll of us seem capeble of givingr-e firm, friendly hend -sheke with &

sinecere znd en recing smile to spe . who finds

9

1ife hard and bitter,

Frederieck Neumeier wes gifted with a priceless crown--a happy dispositien,
leaving his wife, two sons,

and one daughter; Mable is merried te Shermen MeKusiek, Kerl is &

semetor, attorney, and leadex in many e¢ivie organizations of Stil

¢nd is merried, Frederiek follows in his father's footsteps in Journalisn

lives zt home with hie mether.

end




Eddy G nmgum
Lend Owner and Lumbexrmen /42‘1/' j'i/gy
In his-native state of Mzine, K John E, Mower;, the eldest of I3 cﬁlldren’
had’ been & cerpenter end millwright. The date of his-birth wes #8I5,:heteeme
from g6od New England stock; who were decendents of Ceaptain MNartin Lo#er.
At the age of twenty eight he turned his: thoughts toward the greet
north-west,which seemed like & new country,offering, untold wealth and
opportunity, He first' landed at'St Croix Falls, where his: line: of“ work

ne

wes greetly in demand, Ther#e,sfayed for two years. During the- time
lived in the abbve  named rlace; the only great event was-twice a year
when the- big steamers: arrived bringing suyprlies, After the unleceding

&ll business activities- eclosed including the mills and the entire  community

turned to rejoicing and celebrating.,
NS

Hise next’ move  weas: Stillwater, whiech ut’ that' early datescarcely

'
budding. His‘wwancl with his: family wass rather vnique; a largeeraft® of

lpgs . on wHich.He,and his houshold floated down on the St Croix river. On
arriving he  imnmediatly started to build & dweiling house; this: by the way
wet: the second frames bvilding in the ecity.

He- engeaged in his line- of “work for some- years; after which he
moved” tb Arerle, In-the new settlement he turned his attention te other
interests, Sueh ae: buying of lands; buvilding & sewmill. gemerzllstores;

Hej with a brother entered many buesinees enterprises; and under: the hands
of” themtwo bright' and energetic-men t%@ee every venture seemeéd- to preosper,
The- neighboring farmers; hise: employees: were- his cnefnnezs. Aeross
fyom Arcole, was & tiny French settlement called " Little Caneda." These
vecyrle  toe ceame to him; in addition thes Indians, had their hunting grounds
g féw miles: above hisc fast' growing little village, fhey caere twice &
veaers-with geme, moccasine and other: trinkets  which were eychgnyed faor
flour, pork and such foods a8 were-available.
The ¥ower breothers were known forrbeing honest and sgpere in

< i 4 ‘H»HI.,L /Vp"j\.'\é- ‘ljv: B * d
ell their business demlings. Also the gemerous- ho -itbli1'b‘\! they entertaine




tjéi; friends. Meny an old pioneer shared in the kindness and thought-
filness of thése-intelligent &nd wise men. John wase:-of a stuvdiee nature
ever & seeker for rmore knowledpe, He wes elected to serve on the fifth
gixth territori&zl eouvneil, and through his-henesty, 5erendckilnty;bnd
1

trustworty cherecter, he wase: honored by having one of the counties nemed

after: him, nemely Mower county.

He wes married to Gretua A, Remick in I84I, One of thetfive chil-

ren , Helen wes:married to LoviscE, Torinus: of Stillweter.. 1, John Nower
ressed”on in I879. Now at this- date- 1838, two grandehildren &and severel
grewt’ grandehildren are- living in Stillwater,

He- built and owned the Mower bloek, whieh burned down in

rebvilt again and stands- tbdgy as-amonument’ to & man who
truly earned and worked hard, to gain worldly possessions; and in addition

had’ been eable  to win and” Keep the esteerm of“hie fellow man,




No one man perhaps contributed more towards the
erowth: of the St Croix valley, then William H.

fortune ceme after many yvears of toil

n, and Octavia, (Howe)l Folsom, and

born in St Johns lew Brunswick in I8I7, He dated his ancestors bhack to

with & little colony from Hingham, Eng
ttee, Shortly after there arrival
1ed the little town Hingham, in loving rememberance of the

eity they left behind in England. The name Folsom, wasc originally svelled

Foulshane.,

"OeR e was S1X months- 0ld the family moved to New Humshire.

For some years there was quite a bit of moving but finally settleng in

Maine, His father dezlt in various enterprises such &8s shipping, mercantile

and logging.. Young William manzged to get & bit more schooling then

the .average boy of that period. Althouvgh his- parents were not wealthy,
was neeessary for him to help in maintaining the large family,

His- first logeing experience was during jig: first winter in laine,

starting & emp bov, then later asc cook, This-last work netted him a

iy

sum of fifteen dollare; whieh he as & loving and obedient’ son duvtifully
turned it over to his father, who promptly bought a eow thus suppling

the family with milk,
]
Hls: sunmers were spent working for diffsrent farmers, _geywuinmo

\

YBbally were twenty five cents &« day. Though he wes:-not yet fifteen years
of-age he worked long hours, and very often for men who had no regeard

chRp8ideration, or mercy for him, @s his fathers health begen failine
& great share of responsibility rested on the strongest shoulder, which
happened to be young Williams,

When the thought eceme to hin to g6 west this is what he saild




w I beleaived that by going west' I would be better able to advance my own

inyerests and assist my parents.," You can gather from this my recderﬁ

'

that he was & firstiof all & thinker, then a doer,and was kind\ considerat®

his parents;. but of othere as-well,

His father peid his time or shall we 8say in more modern terms
paid him in advence for five years wnrk’- . With this-1little
capital he started out in life, Wisensin was: for some little time his
home, here he did farming, and in the winter went to the woods &as-eook
and other ckinds=of work that was:-available.

Thus he was: thrown in eontaet with many type of people; now
and then he was: fortunate to find achomes ih” & pleasant' and wholsome en-
vironment., But more often with fpnilleé‘maexe prineiples and morals were

ljax. But young William, was the typlthat seemed to be able to " sift

the aLo%% from the wheat" and profit by éewen-bad' éxampless

Afterr many years- of severe trials,, toil and hardshipe he came
in I845, to Stillwater, Minneseta. With him wass his- young wife of 'lhree
years who was- in delicate health and whom they hoped would improve in
our:Minnesota elimuate,.

This: eventful trip was made by boat along the pieturesque
natvral beazuty of the- 8t Croix river.On both sides the many stately
trees,. and asc far he eye couvld see it was trees of many kindsq
Srme- were of great value-while others less., - Then there were the
thousand@: of pure erystel like springe bubbleing from the hillsides.
3t wasca gort of 'a fairy land teo make one gaze in amazement,,K awe
wonder,

The- town itself beasted of very few activities, Stillwater,

by the way had only received its name & few years-baek. Perhaps- you

would be interested to know how The_ town wass 8o named. From one sourece

jt* is: said the that the stillness- and plaeidness of licKusick lake in-

/
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‘srired the great' and worthy old lumbermean , nemely John MekRusick, to
sugeest the name Stillwater, whieh was readily acepted by all those
coneerned,
To further tell you of“"the then tiny little town that William
Folsom, came to o many yeaurscage, There boat landed right in front

8- store, further up a bit was- the W, R. Vail , home and store,

of Nelson
Anson Northruvp's hotel, Greely and Blake's post office and store.
John E; liower, who by the way built the second frame house in Stillwater,
nther homes were A, Harries, W, Cove, A few shanty homes; the 'milliboard-
ing house, John Mewusick's sawmill, S, Stateler blacksmith shop, the nld
log court house, a log hotel, kept by R, Kennedy. That my readers was
Stillwater in I845,
wo doubt’ the subjeect of this sketeh had long relized and com-
prehended the full meaning of the following words " to labor and to wait",
This® nhe must have done in earnest. He entered the logging business,
beceme Juetice of the peace, While serving in thet eapacityvhe was- once
celled to perform a merriage ceremony in Marine on the St Croix. He
wezlked the entials distance, united the eouple, and stayed for the wedding
supper whieh seemed to eonsist chiefly of & ¢old menu-- eold pork and
beans,, and c¢old water, He spent the night in Marine, but did not wait
for brezakfast ; fearing it too would be of &zll eold foods:,

Later he was-elected sheriff{ At that time five precinets
held’'elections, namely St Paul, Gray Cloud, . parine,, St Croix Falls, and
Stillwater. In addition to his new work he maintained the work of logging

and buying of timber lands and sueh. His:name is linked in so many
bueiness enterprises it is almost impossible to name them all,
In I850 he moved te Tavlors Falle, and enguged in the mercentile
trade, for some yeers & post office was- zlse funtioning from his stoee

with him as- assistent postraster.., The mercantile business occupied him

for tewenty fowrr yeurs. After which he entered the rezl estate undertakim
" ’




sawmill ,thus giving empolyment to many man. He built the
Unitn House for A, A, ¥ork, and was: part ovner of the famous Balles
House, His-name-is listed as one of the earliest settlers in ST Croixm
Falls. He was: register of deed for many years, He headed the St Croix
Boom Corporationin I85I, Akso the Taydors Falls Coppar Mining CZompany.

Nne anLAQ most ovtistanding contributions wae the Chisagon
Sewminary, at Taylors Fells. Dhis Sechool for higher learning weze a publie
enterprige rather then a private school, It opened in I858, wifh sixty
students-enrolled. The prinecipal waa  Ay Ay York, assisted by his:wife,
When the war broke out and the young men were called away the schonl

too suffered, for lack of students;

1
For five years-he served asg- eounty trezsuvre-, and
also to his: eredit the writing of the very earliest history of Chisago

eounty, Then of course his- book entitled " Fifty ¥ears- in the Northwest",

ft has- seven hundred and eighty eight pages- of "valuable information for

ghodezinterested in the earlieet pioneers of the Sf Croix valley.

C

This: great and noble man has endeavored to give an accurate aecount of
there lstrugeles; saxrowsy:Jidappoinsments, Joys; progress,and short
biographies- of men who accomplished great things, as: well as:- those who
with less talents sdiaune ﬁaﬁﬁé

He helved in selecting the name ﬁor'ﬂrcolg, «also & saw-
mill in parthership with John E, Mower, wes: bvilt many years ago by them,
He wes= truly a man that we in the St Croixx might weell be proud of,

He= passed on.in I800, Hiscwife passed on many yeurs befor him,

they had two sons, none of whom are living in Stillwater , or any relatives
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A yan of Keen Intellect /43”?% 3/3V95

-

rovis B, inus. wes & man ~f keen intellect, he had a determined

)
and receptive mind that couvld see in to the future. Though born in Russia,

he was: German decent. Whéb.but'a youth he ceame to Ameriea; and with &

covein lived' in Ohie, While there, he beceme &qozinted with three young

embitiouvs,, and eager men, who ne doubt had heard many reports of e ?vumﬁﬁy)

where advencement,,K fame and wealth awaited those willing to work,
In 1855, at’ the age of” twenty one,‘he in.eempany with his friemds
came- to one of the great lumberr centers, called Stillwater, which at' that
date bousted of seventeen
full forece, The porvlation was- about rne thouveand,
were zbout ninety dwelling houses, You can easily believe my
,, that' the only idle men werf those who did not'want’ to work,
,,and" his friends: did not belong to that elass..
His- first' cecuration was- on & contruction Job, while &t this
work,one of “the veteran workers; & William Chalmers, had watched hin

a

secretly admired” the ambitious: yorung man who asked aquvestions,. and

so in earnest' to learn the why end how of things., Neither one of

a

at the time that' & partnershey wovld one-day be formed

went to work in the lumber industry : worked for twe
of " the most' noted’ ptoneer lumber mem, namely, Isaac Starles,, and Johh
McKusiek, After some time he zgain adorpted’'a new line of werk, This time
it was- a8 book agent.. He again made a change after some time:, thiszwas
in the field of merchandising.

From then on he seemed to make repid étrided, he became
nd a civie leader.The Stillwater Hardwere Comrpany
it todgy is operating 1n%$r the sanme name. A meat nmarket too was stax
£

iUntioning under the same nf Hanson,

Torinus.,




Water Comrpany is anoth irm he heply Lo orgenize,

3
LN

the Taylers Falls railrocad. He also has the distinetion of building

iret briek building in the city. He was-&lso director of the Tumb-
man8 Bank, and later of the Pirst Nationel.
A beavtiful Orers: House was completed in I8BEI,
Tt was the last word in modernistic
elegance- of the ecity.
thén ceczlled Souvuth Stillwater, also benifited
Toerinve, The St Croix Lumber Company, here many of the tug boats
fheege were uvsed to havl the leogs on the river, The St Croix,
Improvement Company, this wae-a recl-edté&te firm, Phis tor wes- started by
the Plow
hel ped’ with tl orgenizeing of a hotel.
His_ health begen to feil in I879, che'thén begenitrips to Califbrniz..
: Ioafhrtunately the most preeious of &ll our possessions-- Hemlth -- the

¥ &% 3

great lezder and organizer could not seem to get, He pas

%

his widow, who had been the eldest davghter
She was- «t' one time ernsiderecd
iest women in Minne

Living at

end seyersl
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One- of Stillweter's greatest lewadey, promotexd,, and organizery was

Promoterrand Leader

Dwight May S&bin, Through hie- fearless,, energetic,,and brilliant mind

he- was: able- to eonvinee many business menﬂ%ne importance of "building

and nryenizing,‘th,need for new industries: and expansion of old ones,

Consequently new factories came in to being, Had 21l of his-undertakings
and enterrrises been svccossf11f8+illwatex‘ would today in IQ938, be
larger: and far more prosperous community,

He was- the eldest son of Horaee, and Maria,. (Webster) Sabin. His
grandparents came  to America in 1740, from Seotland, making tﬁgéé home
between New Euﬁshire,,and Conneetiecut, Later: the family moved to Marilius,

Illinois, where in I843 the suvbjeect of this- sketeh was born, Both his
Fatﬁer}anﬂ ?raﬁdfa*ter'were presmient farmers and land owners. His- father
aided and supported Abraham Tincoln, in abolishing slavery, and & warm,
end lasting friendship existed between the two men, His father also had
the distinetion of being the first in the state of Illinoisﬁ to raise
full bleoded eallle.

Owing to the ill heaXth of his father he wes:- foreed to take on

heavy resyonsibilities, This: ofcéouvrse interfered with his-sehooling, but
Aher,
\ his-education by taking a eourse in higher

mathemathiece and eivid engineering. At! the out beeak of the Cival War,

he managed &t seventeen to

he-wass rejected for aetive serviee; butt he- did manage to get an assignment
in Washington D, C,. in the qtcﬁor mesters department, and later he was
given work as-elerk in the ayditors office. He was-  next transfered to
the"Comrissary Depvartment of “Beaufort's Calvery Brigeade! gnd he was:in
Gettysbtrg,wheﬂhtmc‘ long ago famouvs:battle wae- fought. The suvdden
father ended &ll his war aetivities, Ownals he wes calied

sponsivilities that needed his-attention,
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Sullivan Yoted P t

.11 iven For man e ma hattasr know
Sulliven for many Yeare Dl LeY XKnown

Jeck" because of his heavy eyebrows and abundanee of hair, He was

1874 and lived &all h ife in Stillwater, Minnesota. His

jullivan, & lumbermen, Cale from Nova Scotia in the very early days. His

mother came from Pennsylvania,

becane &n expert with the lumber jacks'! large

1eft the woods and became & peliece officer, which

wes of short duration, Te next became & guard in the 0ld Minnesota State
Prison.He walked on the walls twelve hours & day fer 40 dollars & nonth,

Gradvelly,advancements came te him, &and in 162% he waB given

=,

the highest vosition the lVinnesota State Prison hes te offer, whieh was

wise leadership it became & more and lightened instition,

&

te rehabilitate the inmates by means of fairer treatment,.

A

gznitation end dieirline were being worked out,

-]

Fecilities for education were extended for those ce

schooling and

2 0% & L, Ty 1 S o . 1
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Lumber Jack Experience
In the vear: 187¢, at the age of fowrteen & young led decicded
thet the only thing he could do wae to become & lumber Jack.
Just z8-his brothers- had done before him.
AB-wae customery in those days he provided himself with a
two bushel seuless vheaut sack -=- this to carry his beleongings in.,
After getting pucked &ll he felt he would  need, his gcod mothex

yrged him to teke more wollene &long such as heavy snckérmittens.

Then one rmorning hrirﬂ(t and eurly he threw otheé hezwvyvbeg

#an:his shovlders.znd after kissing his mother good bye left for
the reilroed station ebeut & three mile hike, This wovld per=-
haepe be coneidered z days work now=a= deys.

After & Bixty mile ride, he with other lumber Jacks left
the trein and valked enother ten mile te cemp. The roade were
rough, vneven, swamry and partly frozen. But not enouvth te bear
up the men vigith their heavy sacks, Every now and then they
would eink domn in the muck &nd mire to a depthof & foot or more.

Fenelly camp was reuched andsnvr young hero went to
sleep, tired'ﬁdiacouruged. His first duty was &8s cook,

Thr: first morning he overgglept but his foremen
veing & kindly soul let him rest end get his bearings- so to
speaky.

an &wakening he found he wae in & rether vntidy ceabin.
He thus proceeded to cleen up, meke & fire and get &t the meny
dishes which needed to be weehed. We was interrupked by his

foreman.




Whe informed him that & lunch would have to be fixed and
carried in the woods to the men. The lunch prepared?Nnéxt &
large tea kettle with water had to be havled to the men, ;

%had. T be,
«s there wae no water cleose by. This wes al% @arried a good
three miles to the men in the woods, /

On arriving at the plece & fire was built, tea made an?
the hungry man sat around the fire to partake. The food consist-
ed of pork &nd beans and o#covrse bread, which the men had
taken ¥ith them the day before.

Our hero encountered friendly Indians who were living

in wigwams. Their young papooses were running barefooted on

v
the ice and snow-- with$a stich of cloths on. Those hardy

young red skine seemed to e enjoying it too.
His work &s-a cook was shert lived’for the reguler

camp cook came uvp after & few days. When havling befan he
we€ given the ¢ @eb) oftrolling the logs on skids from the sledSe
They used & cent hook and piled the logs &8 high as ten or
twelve in & pile.

The nhours: were long enfl” the hike back to camp long
anf tireing. Seldon @i€ they reach camy beflore nine and even
a8 late as eleven at night.

An incident that stands out in his mind was of the
men who had not treated the Indians right. Who naetuzally were
helding & grudge against himiénd were bent on revenge., Cne .

Cne 8ay the long looked for oyportunity came the white
man was alone in his cebin in the woods. The Indians crept up
to his home and pounced on him and cut him vp,injureing him

very badely.
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When leter found by h&gﬁwhite friends he was able to name
the three Indians whdf&ttacked him,

The crimminals were soon rounded vp and after being
tried at St Croix Fells, were sentenced to be hing. The method
vsed for the purposer was by using & couple of empty barrels
and have one: of” the Indians mount the barrel, EilEeeEiige . |
z1erilA piece of strong rope had been previously tied around
Ebe'heck of the Indian,-einilseys }f;.;; thebetrel mﬁ@bkji-a
festened ihe-gmee to & limb of & tree;then the berrel was

{
ST R ST avUMSL ALY
kicked from under the redmen, Akni”«v«VJTLQ,H"\i.Q‘k* i %9

The young hero'e!féther was one of the eye witneseses of
the horrible gruesmon tragdy. He wae provided with & gun anﬁatold
to watch the other two Indizns whitle the fiest' one wes being

disrosed of,
Afiother time his father while working in his field
gseWw & bellle- teke place between the rival enemy bandits, the
nippiew and’ Sioux. After the skirmish he went back to his
house and found his wife and’ two childeen unhaimed. The red
men hed not harmed any white ﬁLKQFJAq
Next morning t&’mumber of Chippewas came to hie house for

food end after it was given them they left without molesting

)

any one.

Notes taken froWy ~notes
end interview with Charles Lammers

who was for many years cipy clerk.
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" Stillwater Sh

" Stillweter Shores" is & roem written by a former White
Bear lumber Jack, and steamboat captain, The poem was &
con{ﬁbution to the amnual LumberJjdekk celebretion held at
Stillwater., Captein H, M. Rarling understood the life
of the hardy pioneers well as he himdelf was one ~Ff them,
Below ié-writtern the verses he wrote.

| "Stillwater Shores"

I am &n old time Lumberjack,

I have worked many winters in the pines

I have rode those good o0ld steamboats

Meny thousand miles, in the good 0ld summer time.

v We have towed rafts-of logs-and lumber
end barges by the score,
Ané NMeny of them were loaded

At the mills:along Stillwater's shore.

But the logs:and mills are gone
And we will never see them more,
and wve do not heur the hum of those good

Along Stillwater's shore,

And we do not see the boats: laying e@len g the shore

Apeiting for their tow,

And the crew all ready to line up

And once more down the river go.




They were & Jelly hard-working grew
énd you could not wish for more:,
And no natter how cold or wet they got,
I don't think they ever swore !
4nd they worked nost night and dayy
As~we towed along the shores,
Thinking of the good times theydd hsad

On old Stillwater's shores,

But when we- got rounded to
4nd started home once more,
They were soon asleep in their bunks

And you ought to heard them snore,

But when we whistled fer the Hudsen bridge

The mate let out & roar,
saying "Roll out you lazy river pigs
For wwe're most home once more "
And the boys were soon up on deck,
And happy again once more,
For they knew they would have & goed old

On 01ddS8tillwater's shore,

time




But thoee happy

to return no more,
But we-madécone~sad s¥lp "oV

Andowé will make that no more.

Thet Wwas:when we raised
The ill-fated "Ss& VWing,"

That sank and 108t one hundred and four
And meny of them Were friends of mine.
Who lived along the shore,,

But they all ocrossed the CGreat Bivide

To never return no more.

ind no more can we ride these old time boats
Nor listen to the night's:wind roar,

And youth has-passed and gone

Yever to return no more,

Leaving only memories of phose happy bygone days

on old Stillwater's shore.

But I have made eeveral happy trips

A‘pd hope to make some more,

That's whep I meet the old time Lumber jacks

On old Stillwater's: shore,




But there aren!t many of the real o0ld timers left

That I can find, no more: than %encor eleven,
And I think that I am the oldest of them

For I have passed eighty-seee

M. Darling
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Last Indian Dance "%\g(fi Juﬂ17J435

L party of Chippews: Indiane- gave their last dance at
Teylor's Falls in 185¢. With furs and cramberries to emchange
for "scootawabo"or whisky they came down the 8t, Croix river
in birch cances and made their trade with Samvels in ST.Croix
village.

For about & week they stayed, carousing and drink-
ing in their frenzied and pecvlar style, When they had sob=-
ered vp somewha&t' efter the wild revelry they gave & series

of groteque and extremely comiceal dances in the street of
Taylor's Falle. The funny and rether wierd antice were given
just opposite Folsom's general store.

When they had ended the series:of laughatle
dances they called for gifts and presents as tokens of
fréendship end goodvwwill., After which they grevely &and
kxindly shook hands:- and crossed the river, Back to their
netive village they went, perhaps & bit sorrewfully and
ashamed, Maybe they relizedi that their deysief caevagedand

el ThOU
unlewful ruling were overéf}hgir power was fest fading.

The white pecple had come to stey end in place of
wigwame end tents frame dwelling were ‘teing built. "The pléft
head werking piensers wefe busy paving the way for civiliz-
ation, Thus the swift footed arrow shoeting Indians were be-
coming scarcer. :

They perhaps didn'tfyvlly reliaé thegntheir dayuosed
was-entirely over, for they made & few attempths to stage &

came bdack. But they only ecgébtdéd more trouble for theselves.




Thue their hilirious dance ~wasdended, to be no mores

Notes taken from

Folsem's - Fifty Years in the Notthwest
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CITY HISTORY . WRITTEN IN 1855

"This final installment of Dr, Grace Lee Nute's "History of
Berly Stillwater® tells of the building of the First Presbyterian
manse, the picturesque housé on Fourth and Chestnut streets now
occupied by the Richard E. Erickson family. After Nr. Nichols left
Stillwater in 1859 to accept a call to a Minneapelis church, the
house was occupied by W.,E, Thorne, for many years a Stillwater
merchant, During the remodeling which Mr, Bricksonldid last year
‘ prior to occupying it, he discovered a board on which was written
something like this:. "We buvild and we tear down::W.,E, Thorne, 1865".
Mr. Brickson zdded a few words about the remodeling he did, signel
his name and set the board back into the house wall where he says
possibly some later owner mey discover it in the year 2000. The
Thornes sold it to Mr. Erickson's-father more than 40 years-eago,
but before they sold the house, it was occupied by several families,
and at one time is said to have served as the Episcopzl rectory."

nThe account Dr., Nute quotes of the new house told of "the
shutters, $125"; which added much to the appearance of the houee,.
They were still in excellent condition last year when Mr. Bricksm
haed them stacked near the house while remodeling was going on,
intending to use thew gpain, but they emd the dathtub, a heavy
corper affair plated with zinc and believed to have been among the
earliest bathtubs installed in & Stillwater residence, were carried

of f by sneak thieves,"
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"This historical sketch of what was Stillwater in the fifties
has attracted much attentien and the publiceatien of Dr. Nute's
article has given pleasure to many locel residents, judging from
comments received in The Post-Messenger office. The publishers feel
deeply grateflul to her for the privilege of making the article
available to the hundreds among our readers whose interest in locel
history is made keener because it pefere to activities which were
participated in by some of their own families,™

Presbyterian Manveal

“In the Nichols papers I find the manuval of the First Presbyterian
church of Stillwater. It contains:. "The form of admission, the
address of the new member, the confession of faith, the covenant,
the adress to the church, the response of the church, & history
of the church, the names of the eldere and other officers, and a
list of members."

Not least interesting in this large and interesting collection

of papers are the hundred or so sermons, some of which were preach=-

ed in the Fast and in other rarts of Minnesota, but most of which

were heard in Stillwater. Accompanying them is & "Sermon Book¥ liting
them by rlace, date, and text., Nichols' first sermon is Stillwater

is there; also his last, or farewell sermon, preached October 23,
1859, In it, among other remarks, he goes back over his life in

Stillwater.
Farewell to Stillwater

"Six years have wrought great chenges in the place and in the
congregation., Our population has grown from 600 to 3000 and the
congrecation, from 40 to 300. Noble buildinge have arisen to grac

our streets, the abodes of prosperous business; or the homes of our
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enterprising citizens."
The Panic of '5%7

"Lerge plens for future gpowth were liberally devised, and
megnificent echemes for public good, developed, but there came,
&ll vnlooked for by moet, a sudden revulsion to this unexampled
prosperitys Bushess collapeed, schemes and yplens burst. . . .
The crisis came upon us just as we had commenced the enterprise
of building this house of worship. It wae too late to recede
without a greater loss, than to advance."

Inthis group I find the Thanksgiving sermon preached at
Stillwater, December 22, 1853, Thanksgiving had not yet become a
national holiday sd was celebrated on different dated in the seveml

states, Thus it had been celebrated in Messachusetts some weeks

earlier, according to Nicheols, who thus descri&ee his first

Thenksgiving in Stillwater:

"Yesterday was our Thanksgiving, & very quiet time with us.
Service in the moring, and dinner at &« friend's two miles out of
town. Nothing like our old New England Thenksgivings. We thought ®&f
you &ll, but not @8 much a8 we did a few weeks zgo0 at the time of
the Massachusetts Thankstiving, We picttred then the family gathering
and the vacent places for the Minesota children, and we began to
fexd --well, let that go.... We had even proposed to celebrate
the day ourselves, in memory of the friends at home and thought o
heving a splendid dinner and sitting down to it, in grend state....
but then, we thought the visions of the circle &t Belchertown znd

the dinner there at the same hour, would bring up too mey choking

feelings, and mingle too many tears with the food, so we Just gave
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it vp, &d behzved ourselves very sd@erly, not however, without some

very ardent wisheg when evening came, that we might run into the
little red houUBe, & few minutes. There it is, soft around the eyes
again, let us turn over the leaf,."

They Hud Good Sermons

The nest Fourth of July the new minister was given the honor
of meking the address. To w of today, how familiar is the message
of the greater part of the address, for it is entitled "The Mission
of Democracy™,

One sermon is addressed exclusively to the young men of Nichols'
congregation. All of them display esmooth diction, originality,
forcefullness, end a certain grace. They average about 20 peges,
slightly less in size than ordinary correspondence stationery,

All of them are ‘ormed into little books., They constitute an inter=
esting part of Stillwater's early cultural history., It is small
wonder that Nichols was & popular preacher and received many calls

to other parishes, His wife wrote this of him:. "He is known here

a8 a great reformer, they send for him far and near to lecture;;

the papers-say of him that he is the most talented man in the temtoxy
and it is only wanted to be known that he lectures or preaches and
there is & Jjam', Allowing that seme of that is}us, you can get an
idea that he is appreciated & little. I can give you the reason,

de courts favor from none, he tells them the whole truth without

3 1

fear or favor, and feeling that he has God and the cause of right
on his side, fears no one, If he is lecturing on temperance and
knows that the most inflvential men of & place are there, and they

are sure to be if they ze rumsellers, it only gives him more energy
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and he pictures them out in the most vi¥id colors, then holds
them vp to the ridicuvle and contempt of all good citizens; they
do not feel very easy, I can assure you."

Nichels was greatly interested in schools in Stillwater,
In the following circular in his handwriting he not only gives a
prospectus of a new school, but reviews earlier attempts at & sem-
inary--we should call it & high school--in Stillwaters::

(1856)

"Mr. Editor:.It will be remembered by &ll who were citizens of
Stillwater two years zgo, that a good degree of interest was at that
time manifested in the establishment of sn Academy or High School

in our midst, A Board of Trustees was appointed, at a meeting of the

citizens celled for that purpose, %ﬁdihey entered at once upon their

work, with a determinetion to put into immediate operation , an
Aczdemy of high character, thaet should be an honor to the rleace.

They labored faithfully and in the course of a few weeks, the arpr=
angements were all made for the opening of the ' Stillwater Academy',
A beautiful room had been prepared and furnished, and & teacher engag-
ed. Three or four davs previous to the time of npening, however, ithe
teccher selected fuiled in his engagement. It was & fatal blow to

the young institution, and though the Trustees labored hard to secure
another teacher, ed had at one or two different times, as they suppos
ed & teacher engaged, yet their efforts all failed. The season passed
and the Academy was not., The trustees then resolved to wait for a

while and bide their time.




Seminary in 1854
=

"In t Avtumn of tk szme yesr the Washingtn Seminery wes qened
under the cherge ofRev, J, S, Webber. Iticommenced under most flat-
tering auspices and seemed to give promise ofmeeting the wante ofthe
rlace, and being seh un_institutinn ¢8 we -needed in our midst, most
nobly was it encouraged and sustained by our citizens, in raieing
money for the building of a schivol room,. the purchese of & Melodeon,
end the commencement of & library. But in the third tefm the Sem-
inary died, and the Principal moved from the place. Notwithstandng
these discouragements in the past, many of our citizens have stidd
kept alive the hope that we should yet have in our midst an institutim
of learning that should not omly be an honor to our city, but shouvld
be .irmediately connected with its imterest, and of such & charccter,
that arpealing directly to &ll our peorle, they would not willingry

let it die,

w. b AR SaE : gl g W Ry
This which has been so long in the hopes znd thoughts of may ,

we are happy to say, is about to be realized.. The arrzngements have
glready been mede for the opening of the "Saint:Croix Seminary" m
Monday the 13th day of October next, under the care of Rev. Jemes A,
Russell, Principal, and Miss Devorah Wilson, Preceptress..,..,

"It isproposed to précure a piano, and the services of & first
class rusic teacher will be obtained, All the branches useful and
ornamental, which are vsvally teught in the Seminaries and institutes
of the Eest will be taught in the St,,.Croix Seminary, so that nore

of our citizens will be under any necessity hereafter, of sending
their children abroad, for an educatifn.

"The Court House hes been Obtained for use for the opening of
the Seminary, and with the two Jjury roams, for musie znd recitatim

rocms, will furnish moet excellent accomodations,




"The financial interests of the Seminary will be in the hands
of & Board of Trustees, which will be entirely composed of our own
citizens, who will feel personally interested in the success of
the enterprise, a® belonging emphatically to Stillwater.

"No sectaurian or denominational interest is to be promoted
by this movement, but it zppeals equally to all our citizens, and as
guch we doubt not will be fully responded to,

"In the course of the winter, arrangements can be made for the
érectian of a svitable Seminary building another year, and measures
Qnd rlans more fully developed for the permanence and future proger-
ity of the Seminary. Our citizens as far a8 acquainted with this

ANl . Ty
movement, ahve shown a commendable interest in it, and offers a

pecuniary assistance have zlready been made., Something in thie line

will be needed this fall, to furnish desks eand necessery apparatus,
to procure a piano and melodeon if needed, and to commence the
St. Cioix Seminary library.

"People may rest assured that whatever is contributed for these
purpoées, and whatever property is thus obtained, will be the property
of the Seminary, not to be removed by the teachers, but will be held
intact by the Trustees, for the sole use and benefit of the pupils
of the 8t, Croix Seminary.

We bespeak for this young institution thevsynr;thy and the warm
co-cperation of the citizens of Stillwater. Let us putiit,into being
with flying colers, znd with commendable pride, wu _“‘ this, our own
Institution."

It is of the new seminary, apparently, that & letter in the

childish hand of little Henry B, Nichols records::

Chestnut Street (1858)
"This is the street on which our school room is situated &nd




and it is a very pleasant street and is also one of the principel
one8 in the city. It ascends the court house hill where the water
hes washed it very bably. There is now a large culvert in progress
in this street. There is z great deal of passing here for which the
girls do not like it as well though I like it better.

"At recess and at some other times I think the street looks
a great deal more lively than it does in school hours. The school
room is situvated in a very pleasant part of the street. The grade
has been established to Fourth street and I hope for the sake of
shoe leather it will be graded soon, It would be the best streetin
city to coast on if it was only graded down so z8 to make it passable
with & sled. I will endeavor to keep you informed of the improvements
&8 fast as they are made,

Henry B, Njchols."

The small author of this little letter, his mother and
father, as well a8 an uncle and two couv8ins were drowned in
Calhoun in July, 1860. Henry was then 12 years old.

Thus ended the careers of these interesting Stillwater pioneers.
After many years their papers have come to rest here in the state

where they died, gathered from descendants of their relatives in the

Bast who trezsured letters from distant Minnesota in the 1850's,
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Baytown now called Bayport

Baytown, as: it wae:<first called is a couple of miles from
Stillwater; later it was called South Stillwater, and more
recently nemed Bayport. In I842, jits first settler one F,
Bruce, who buvilt what wesc then called a block house, on
what is in I938, the inderson lumber company offices.

.The Bruce house was occupied by various parties who
were engaged in the then very infant logging business on
the river. At that early date another ventureous soul nemed
Norman Kitteon, who was:in the employ of the "American Fur
Company."” erected'a cabin., Animals-which no doubt had’1little
value compared to pricesc today were-in great abundance; but
trapping and shooting were -more hazarderous and dangereous
then todey. The new country was wild end desolate; then too
the fear of savage Indians wmas one of the white mans fears,
In 1852, the block house wes occupied by Ambrose Secrest,
Who came from Indiana, with his family consistiné?his‘wife, gix
children, his father and mother, and three brothers, Hardly
hed the new family arrived when that most dread of all diseases
Aisited the family---cholera. In three days his wife, one child,
mother, two brothers, sister, and father were taken from him
by the merciless hand of death. But the hardy old pieneer
continued his pursvits, which were chiefly milling and farming.
The sad happenings,which have it seems, ever been since
time began and will no doubt be till time ends; had little

effect on ¢hecking the great tide of immigration that flowed
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in the village and towns during I855-¢, to say nothing of the
high birthrate; it could not fail to have & good effect on
business conditons. .
The honor of naming the tiny village fell to the lot

of Socrated Nelson, who was: the president of the first lumber
mill in 1853, and was known as: the "S, Nelson .Company."
Wibh-Ehe-&&veab-@i-theﬁmi}}--the-}itb}e-p}&ee-taok-en-an
impartant—rnasitut}en-}n-the-cammvnity- Five vears later
when the company dissolved Baytomn, became the property of
S. Nelson, &and gll the imprg;ment it contained,

A grist mill was: erected and operated by Secrest and Booth;
but after changeing ownership on mumerous occassions it seemed
yneeccessful, The next! ten years seemed to bring little chanpes

N q Y
and impIQEments; then in 1868, the Torirus, Staples and Company

Wthe original little town"and all it appurtenances, with the

intention of rebuilding the o0ld Nelson mill."

The plans at this time were high and had they been carried
outt as cvigidnéd there would even today be & large Baw mill
in Bayport ascit is now called; and in St Lovis, Missouri,

a lumber yard which would have ‘wsem supplied Smewr—lumber \/(-

a# the little tnwn.ifransactions often go awry- and so this

one seemed never to mature. The mill wae soon s0ld to the

8%.Croix Railway and Improvement Cnmpanyﬁ which consisted

of a large body of men both from Stillwater, and St Paul,
Among the names were the famous lumber men-- Generzl

Semvel Hersey, EBaac Staples and L, E, Torinus of Stillwater,

Horace Thomson, E, F, Dreke, A, H, Wilde#, G, L, Merriam,
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Peter Berkey, A.B, Stickney, R. Blakley, of St Paul.

"This company then bought the additions known as: Bangor,

Middletown, and Secrest and Perro's; jsStrveyed and platted

the whole purchase, and called the town S&uth Stillwater. "

A spur railroad track from Stillater to the town was- built.
The " Red 11ill" erected by Hersey and company was

gsuccessfully overated, as was:the Fllison &nd company saw

mill.

After three years operations the St Croix lumber company
mill was des froyed by fire; but it was again rebuilt with a
larger capacity to prnducé.bpmhe cost was:$ €5,000.
Some of its busy and profitable interprises were
the " Stillwater Doeck Company" which was: organized in I877,
for the pwrpose of manufacturing and repairing boats, both
large and small. A number of the once famous steamers were

the "Pgyline" H. R, Wheeler" and "Kit Carsen" these and many

P
others came from the shop that sent out many gfcimens of wr

architecttiral skill and perfect workmanship,
The " Baytown Flour Mill" wasc built in I853, by
Secrest and Booth, the ownership seemed to pass repildily
through many hands without gaining much benifit or Q;fit.
For several years:-a "Soap and Rendering ®Hactory"

wes benificially operated by E, Moore, and H, McKenzie,

The “fi¥st' post office was established at the

of fice of the St Croix Lumber Company in I872; with William

Graves as- post- master, Four years later the office was moved
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to the store of the same compeny .

In the early pioneer days the popilation consisted
mainly of Cermans and Irish people, with & smatter of Swedes,
and Norwegians, and a few Americens. 1In 1875, the population:
was 952,,inha‘dtunte, "hile five years:later there was a
suprisingly gratifying increase- the number had jumpféd
to 1,254,

At-this writing in IQSB,ikaibﬁhe great volume of
the lumber industry hes: teen closed:fnr many years, still
the little town of :,Ba:ytown, then South Stillwater, and for
many years: called Bayport, continues to funétion,

The"Anderson Frame" a lumber ,ihiuetry which in noraml
times emplops many men, It has-an iran;fnundrey also under
the same firm. Through the vision end forsight of Mr Anderson

the town has continued to progper, and coupled with his
benevolence and greatness of heart, the tnﬁﬁ>of Bayport, has
comeé to life to function as-a busy and enterprising little
town; yet remaing serenly quite and peaceful,

It has“a lovely scenic park and bathing beach with
ample facilities=meade fﬁr‘those déreiring to p icnic or bathe.

in the clear fresh sparkling waters of the St Creix river.

A.modern public scheoy building is provided for children

of” school age.

$he"White Pine Inn," which is famous for its del-

icious=food, &as well as: comfort and beauty.is an evt stand-

ing and didtinguised addition to draw visitors to the quite
and lovely town of Bayport,
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are wre also provided for those wish-

A couple of churches
ijng to worship in the tabernacle of God.

Notes taken from
Neild History of Washington County

aend talks with people
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Pioneer Hotels of Stillwater

As the lumber industry increased people from far and near
came to Stillwater;for the glad and happy hewenef the vast
new rich timber-lands had reached the ears of many people, not
only in the United Stutes,, but even from foreign countries.
Who, no doubt repeated the good tidings in =-- shall we sz,
& bit more exaggerated statements,

Human minds became exited at' the prospect of great riches,
glagour, color and romance was added to the fortunec: seelers,
lMaybe the hustle,bustle and rush to come to Stillwater, can be
likened someWhat to a hurring crowd, to get to a "Gold Rush,"
only instead of sande and nuggets of shinning gold, the St Croix;
valley offered the people immense virgin pine forestg, which

offered to the laboring man steady employment in a new country,
To the tiller of the soil it meant they would find fertil
new svaused ground,and the rich loamy soil would surely ykeld
healthy,, K hardy and abundant crops. Then teo the many great
lakes:and rivers magt have had an enticing attraction for the
man who wanted to earn his living by fishing.
Wild game which waes in great abundance, wus to be had

ﬁy? those desiring to trap or hunt; thus & good living wae to

be had by thet trade . 411 in &ll there were many indvcements
why people should cope to the newly discovered timberﬂtgrr;tcry.
It can well be believed that Stillwater, soon became the
principle city of the progressive St Croix valley, and the reasm

why people from &ll wakks of life came seeking to ‘better there
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lots. Naturally housing facilities, even shacks, for the fast
increasing numbers were greatly lacking; so the next best and
quickest way was adopted by a number of far geeing end vigionery
men and woman, in opening hotels.
¥t was often the case, that a new arrival wanted to"try
his Job before moving his family?! Ofcourse boarding housed were
provided for men by the company they worked for., But the re
were those who prefered to have a roeom by themelves or wanted
privacy and quise.
Conveniences were sadely lacking in the early hotels,
They were crude and roughly put together not made to stand time
end weather#i, such as the modern buildings of 19038,

In 1844, the very first of its kind sprang into being
it wasc named after the owner Anson ¥orthrup, who wassa far seeing
clever headed business man . He quickly actef on what was really
& great need in Stillwater, so the "Northrup House" came to be
the first public gshelter,

¥t ie gratifying to know that people who lacked the
neCBSSafy.funds to pay for lodgings were never turned away in
those earliest pioneer days. Rut were invited to make themselves
comforéable~-- sometimes it was Ohethe main room which was a
combination of dinning hall, lobby, sitting room, office or

" what have you". Thus the tired and weary travelar wrapped

snagly up in his-coat, or if fortunate( enough to posseds a
blanket-- so‘much more benifit was added to his wammeth and

comfort.

In the morning if he desibred food, which ¥ery often

was the case it wass given him with the vnderstunding thet he'd




ha;e to repay for it by working perhape in the kitchen or some
such meniel task a8 needed to be done.
Northrup house was also used as:-a community center, its
four walls graced many a gatherin of reggious, eivil, secial and
politicel groupss For three years it served and prospered; and
wovld no doubt have continuved for a longer period if it hedn,t
been for a treacherous: fire which destroyed the entire building.
Thus ended the life of the first Stillwater, hotel.
Directly acroes the once famous hosterly above mentioned
on Main Street, Elam Greely, & prosperous lumberman, and»hvstness

end civie leader, built in IB846, & private residénce, which after

b ;
its.comﬂétion stood vacant for nearly a year. After whith Judd,

and Welker, two enterprising man purchased it and in rapid time
rented it out for a hnrtel to Harley Curtis.

It Dbecame known as: the " Rinnesots House" which was con-
sidered pretty grand and as modern as it could possible be at
that early date in the then far and somewhat primitive and

isolated Northwest country.
Until I857, it housed many people angwas often the scene
of festive and palla occussions, During the eleven years of its
operation it had been under ¥arious owneres and managers, Stzane
ag it may seem but it is-g fact that the struetuvre was-con-
demned as-unfit for & public house, considered as toocold, and
not in keeping for a hoted---after eleven yeurs, it hardly
seems possible"but facts are facts",
After it had been vacant for shert time, it loomed in-

to light as-a store; after which it became the home of the St
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'Croi; Post," & German printed newspaper, the only one of its

kind in the entire St Creix valley. In the next ten years:c
another change took place to the old building---when the Minn~-
esota house received the last change=-- of being razed to make
way for a two story brick structure. Drug store and office rooms
comprise the replaced o0ld landmark.

The St Croix house buidt bftamson Northrup, in 1848 ,was
g0 named of the river St Croix., He operated it for only two years
efter which it passed through & series of changed, and finally

came in the possession of John Booren,in I874,he conducted for
three years after which it was destroyed by fire.
The higtory of the Lake house, which was built in
1849,by John H, Brewster, for the purpose of operating as & hotel.
Its- owners and prpietersrwere numerous, but it finally took on
the change of being & tenement house. The hand of fate again play~
ed unmercifully on the structure-- or was it carelessness in
the building-- we shall never know, sufficient to say however
that it too burned down in 1874,
Phe Liberty house, was built two years beforf the above
nemed hotel burned down., Dr. John A. Ahl, built &nd operated
it vntil his death. Phe name was however chenged to Lakeside hotel
After passing into various hands it went back to the davghter
of the original owner and builder. Its mememory is now in the
hazy pasy of long ago and forgotten by all , but the oldest living
rioneets.
The famed and long lived 0ld Sawyee hovse, of which

much hasc reen written was built in I857, but opened to the public

three years=later., It too passed from one hand to another until
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1 wae razed to make room for the beautiful Lowell Inn.
¢In a previous articale the history of the Bawyer house has-

been detauiled coneiderabley )

Tn 1869, Peter Alderman, *built & hotel calling it ofnir

honor of Stillwater, It was:-located on lower Main Street, and
nothing spectactular was known of it except it served as a hotel.
Later it became a dwelling house,
A Farmer's H@me? hotel came in existence in 18¢7, and after
& short spell of business began to operated as & store; so for
three years it functioned, after which the two ownerss desolved
partnership and the hotel came to be known as the St Louis Rhouse,
When again it changed hands the new owner went back to the first
orig inal name of"Farmer's Home". Put even then it was of short
duration for it soon ceased to exist.and past in to oblivion,
In the year of I870, two new hotels were added, they
were called the Williams house and Wexio hotel, Stillwater,was
getting well established, pecple were conming to make there homes
in the pxsperous community,
Two years later the Keystone houvse wae erected by Horace
Veligny, It wesca commodious and well-kept hotel., The cost was
perhaps above the average,$3,000, and was bwikt! away from the
vesy section of town on West Myrtle Street. Its operation con-
tinued until the logging industry waned; after which it too grad-
vally ceased to function.
The seme year the & obeve mentioned hotel opened the
Mansion house was open to the publiec. Mr, Risch, the owner and

propieter hed accommodations for eighty guests,

Along in the spring of 1879, the Central houseg
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& brick building costing about $8,000, wasserected by A.

Bna;en. Forty guests- could be accommodeated with rooms-and meals.
A seloon was an added feature of the rather modern "and up to the
1879, mark."

Mery Flliot, built the red brick building in I890, that
for vears was calle the Elliot hnruse, Its location on ;Third Street
was: very centrally situated to the center of the hetrY¥eesdthe

city, It hed thirtyfive r-oms, gas, lights; bathse and was: con-
ducted on the American plan of one dollar & day and vp a per day.
0f the ntwelve hotels,there are in I938, two in operation.
The Central house has continued with a few interruptions.

The Mansion house is& now called the Northwestern Hotel and it

too has had & few toying times but seems to surmount them and go

peacefully on serving tand catering to the demands:of the. public,

The Flliot house,was chenged into & modern and uptodate
flat a number of years ago, and,now svpplies:- small families with
a cozy and convenient apartment,

The lansion ho vse, zs8: befor mentioned has: Been for
meny years called the Northwestern hotel, For some years it re-
mained idle and seemed as-if it would go the way of many other
0ld buildings; but again and again it wowld stage & grand come-
back, by having some enterprising people take charge of it,
Though several modern conbeniences have been installed it still

lacks by far from being celled a"I938, stream lined hotel",

Notes tecken from

History of Washington county
and the St Croix Valley

#nd talks with people.
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Forty ¥ears on School Board
Andrew J. Holm, and o0ld pioneer gentleman has been on
the school board for over forty yeurs=- and is at this present
writing in I938, still holding the position asc secretary on the
same Stillwater, schoel boerd.

Hisc birthplace was: Smaland, Sweden, in I857., His first
educational training came through his mother, who taught him to
reed. At the age of seven he wae enterterd in & school which was
held’ in & neighboring farm house.

Pnder strict and rigid discipline young Andrew studied
end learned the three r's. The scme yeur he entered school ais
father sent one of his older brothers to investigate conditions
in Averica. Within due time & favorable report was sent back
to the Holm femily informing them of the 'feasibility of Zmerics,

a8 & future- home,

One year later they came to Stillwater, Minnesota, which

T | anas
was8 rapidly g%ﬂié&kumanvfactnring interests of varieous:kinds

in addition to the vast supply of rich:timber FTande. Educetdonal
centers though meager,were beginning te branch out, so that chil-
dren of rich and poor might have the advantagee of eduvdcation.
Our young studious natured Andrew, had a private tutor
after ceming here,and when entered in the"Little B&d €chool House "

near Scandia,. it was found that instead of being behind fnicgahon]

work, he not only exelled in hiB>G§BS% but won prizes in.
various studies,
He later attended classes at Marine, and STillwater,

At the age of sevend@en, after taking an inventory of himeelf
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* he éoncluded that he iwes: well qualifidd to teach; so he set
about to ebtain The necessary teachers certificate, and at the
aame time was:cfortunate in getting the school of his choice,

Thus es & new teacher in & brand new little school house at
the magnificient sum of twentyeight dellars a month he began his
career as-instructure of the three t's. The building of learning
wag at Vasae, now celled Copas, a few miles- beyond Marine,on the
8t Croix, district no. 67. :

After two years of teaching he wae given an increase
of nine dollars end fifty cents, and for the next two years con-
timued the work of instructor, &nd then procedded to improve his
knowledge of the English languvage by attending Carleton College,
for about four years. :

Within the next few yentss his worth was relized and
he entered the profession of teaching in earnest, and when in
1827, he was- being considered for the 'offieen of school director,

he went about the business of learning about education in the

gchools; studied school laws, and became familiar with public sohotﬂi

systeme, until he bvecame throughly versed .in the subject.
After his election on the scholl board, he has since

that early date earnestly and sincerely endeaverd to fulfill what*

hes been in his mind,the highest right to entire school system. 
¥ey we quote a few lines of his own stzteémefit, "that with all

my weaknesses, short-comings, and mistekes , early and late, I
have always been a teacher, with love for both teacher and child-

ren."
" Pt
He helped to orgamize the present 8fute School Board

Association” and is one of its charter members,
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Today the pioneer teacher of eighty one years is still activily

engaged in his office iﬁ‘the Stillwater High school performing

his duty as secré@taryr of the 8chool Board. A truly remerkable

man of much faith and viesion,

after & talk with him
end write up in the Stillwater

Daily Gazette of Nov, I9th I938
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Lowell Park

A beauvtiful land scaped park, which duvring the summer months
has an abundance of shrubbery, green grees and & variety of choice
and rare flowers; now, replaces the old levee, which during the
earliest pioneer lumbering days wzs the scene of much exitement
and rojoicing. when the great steamboats- came down the river
and docked at the levee, people from all wal*bfofplife, from the
curious: sightseeers to the politicians in quest of elecﬁtns'news,
business men in expectency of freight,, -- some to meet friends
or: reatives from distant states; while others to see the boat and
Just to see the exitement, and’the hustle bustle of unloading the
laxrge steamer.

Years later, in about I9II, a special commitee was named
by the city council for the purpose of perparing & plan where-
by a park could be converted on the once famous-o0ld historical
levee. $he citizens:association took part in the initial work
glso , with the resuvlt that & contribution of five thousand
dollars wass in readiness for the project; this sum was:c later
mufﬁplied by Elmer Lowell, for whom the park was named.

In I9I5; the lovely park wass finished and opened to the
public, x year later plans-went ahead to extend the park further
notthward from Chestnut to beyond lyrtie Streets. A large float-
ing dock was-installed and boat landing facaélities for the many
water loving people.
A generous bequest for the extention of " the park wus

given by Miss Alice Murdock, davghter of Judge Murdack, ahield
worhty
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'and‘most generous: pioneer,

A Yery attractive and ornamental fountain was- presented and
dvly installed; bgeing the gift of one of the womand clubs,
During the war the park activities weres somewhat curtailed,. but
the park proper was:sproperl y kept and cared for.

Elmer Lowell, the man who was the mainstay and father to
his- beXfoved park established a magnificent sum which was:put in
a trust fund for maintainence and extend ing the park project.
In addition to the above bequest he was: continually donatating
one- thing or another.

In I923, a Chinese pavilion was his: contribution. The er-

ection of a band stand wascentirely assumed by him. Perhaps the

entire extent of"his generous donationsscan't' be counted in dol =
lars and cents; because, time and agadn , as he-made his-daily
visits: to the park; he'd conceive an #dea whereby seme teauty
and improvement could be added. Maybe by a few trees-or shrub-
bery or perhaps-by flowers, and only when it arrived did it be-
come known that the kind hearted and beauty lowing man Elmer
fowell, had’made the donation.
In I933, when the new enterstate hbridge between Stillwater,
and Houlten, Wisconsin, was being built it greatly interfered
and practically deatroyed the prized park; as-it is situvated
on the bank of the St Croixsr¥er. Eut on completion of the
bridge ,, the hard working commitee soon had’ the park more lovely
than ever; and on par with the brand new madern steel bridege.
During the years of I937-8, a cement retaining wall has
been buvilt, which protects: the park in case of high waterss

At one end of the long stone wall, in a conspicuows: place &
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memerial ie-being built in honod of the great and noble man who

gave money and time unstintly,

He passed on severg] years ago

O=
making generpus provision
for‘b:okt park; and his name shall ever be called blessed.

Notes from many interviews

Awd. Scrap book at Library \w%mm
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State's-First Electric Cars

Stillwater, in its earliest stages of developefient was
anticipated to be the leading lumber city of the region.
The beautiful wooded velley &t the head navigation of the
St Croix, wes leid out' as:a city in I843. From the first
savmill & year later, the industry developed rapidly and
gurley.

Within the nextt forty ye :rs ten lumber mills were op-
erating, ,and inmaddifion there were many factories and various
pueiness interests. People from near and far came to make
there home in the progressive and employment offering city.

In I889, Stillwater,citezens were enjaying the distinction
and privilege of the first electric 11n§?&unr5a in kinnesota

A group of energetic- and business minded men ﬁﬁd formed
the local "Steet Car Line."

"The cars were manufactered in St Louis; and were mod-
eled after. the period of those days. They were twenty two
feet in lenght overall, with platforms:or vestibules at each
end, of”the demensions of three feet, lea¥ing about gixteen
feet of actual car speace. A small stoee fitted into the
opening cuvtting into one of the seats, "

The outer appearence was quite attractive and some
what showy, They were painted a bright yellow color. On the
gide in p rather prentenious letters, the words: of "Stillwater
Street Railway " were easily diciphered. Seven cars were

pvt in operation, and the fértvhate streets that had the cars

running elong on, were anticapating aboom in reslestate, The
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owners of homes along the track lines; including the en-
tire community were hut for a very shofftime blessed with
thp‘new transportation service.

Problems for the members: of the crmyany loomed large and
unsurmountable ; and shortly passed in the hands: of the re -
ceiver, Than after a hectic and ¢tomy period the tracks
were torn up and seld for junk, Its rather & skeletenn,

that old first street car service. of ‘Stillwater. aAs time

goes by less g fewer people remember its history,’
A grend come back wes staged in 1899, when a new electic
line was established. Again it wase-appreciated by the puvtlic,

for we must remmember that there were no modern hs: services
nol nothing but horse drawn vihicals; which mozied along at
& B8leepy and slow gait. .

The tracks- now venﬁd?s far as?Wild Wood" & summer:
aumesment park, which g:;;ed in IQSV.IIf:Gl‘shnrt time afies
cars agaiﬁfﬁﬁme,in to being, lines were laid to South Stillwatew

and St Paul,

Until I933, the electric lines-ran continueoudky and
withing to & few years of its eloseéng it was - a financial

spccess, With tthe: inertaséd: adventvofsavtomlbils it became

a problemfio continve the electric line service,would have

heen & totzl loss to the owners.,

Thus again & younger generation witnessed the last
car to leave the city, and some: what regeetfully and gzdly
see the tracke again torn vp and havled away for Junk,

At this writing in I938, Stillwater, wnjoys bus

service in and about the city; as=well as St Pauvl, Minneapolis
White Bear and the surrounding towns and villages.
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To 1ook in the fluture of the next forty years of travel
for Stillwaterscipepulation is amost imposeible; but it is
certain that it shall be g progressive and even more modern

then the present one-- perhape planes will be flying and

giving the service thet our old "yellow street car" did in

days e&one by,

Notes taken from old scrap book
of Judge Lee, now in the Stillwater

public Libzery collection.




SPLENDOR OF 1906

==STILLWATER AUDITORIUM COMPANY--

In January of 1206, a very large, gay, happy, holiday-dressed
crewd of people from all walks of life attended the grand opening and ded-
ication of the Stillwater Auditorium, which is located on South Second
Street.

Governor J. Johnson and his wife occupied ome of the luxuriously
furnished boxes. He and Mayor J. G. Armson of Stillwater took the leadine
part in the dedication ceremonies.

The play given on the memorial evening was a light, rollicking and
gay masical extravaganza called "Piff-Paff-Pouff", and was received with an
exceptionally generous and noisy applause.

The building is a huge stone-and brick structure. A brief descrip-
tion will perhapa be interesting. The seating capacity was about thirteen
hundred, with ample stage room sufficient to fill the needs of either opera,
play, or concert.

Comfort, Sufeuj, and convenience had been spéclally considered. The
main anditorium was magnificently fitted with beautiful rugs, paintings, and
the very newest in lighting facalities. It was used for all kinds. of gather-
ings , such as, graduation exercises, memorial days, amateur plays, Lyceum
entertainments, and political meetings, or any special ceremony of a high
grade, and elevating or educational affairs.

The acoustics, ventilating, heating, plumbing and lighting systems
were the best that could be had in those days., The first and second floor
arrangement of seauts gave a fine unobstructive view of the stage. The two

iron stairwuys leading tc the balcony gave it an air of grandeur and at the

same time it was a safety precaution, 30 that in case of fire the theater

could be guickly emptied.




, convenient stsll or room on the first floor was built for the
selling of coanfectioneries, ice cream, cigars, and cigarettes. The sec-
ond and third floors were both for offices, club rooms, or lodge halls.

The large basement was specially practical, being entirely abeve ground
on three sides, it thus furnished another story to the building at a very
small additional cost.

It was designed and arranged to give the most convenient and best
lodge rooms in the city. Aante rooms, waiting rooms, a large banquet hall,
dining room, or dancing hall were ready on snort notices. Then, too, a
spacious kitchen well equipped for cooking, etc.

L gombination of rest rooms, retiring rooms, were at the disposal
of both men and women. All in all, it far surpassed anything the city ever
had. The down stairs rooms were often the scene of muny gay festivals, and
gupper daances.

He C, Robertscn was appointed the first manager. Lyceum entertaine-
ments were to become a fixed feature of the new auditoriwm. The building
cest thirty thousand nine hundred and seventy-five dollars, and the light-
ing system, heating plants, seats, decorations, and scenery came to nearly

ten thousand dollars more.

1a9ortuuutely'tne gplendor and glamour dropped off as the lumbering

industry dwindled and finally ceased, so too, the famous snow place came to
a close. Thus, for a nuamber of years it remained dark, silent, and deserted.
Then in about 1921, it came back, though it wasn't as the old gay theater
and glamour place of former days; but Jjust a silent quiet, moving picture
gshow house., Tven this was of short duration, for it again closed. Several
years prior to 1968, a group of energetic local business men took it over,
remodeled and fitted it for a Cinema or picture show house. At this writing

in 1938, it still functions as the leading play house.




Now the auditorium is to become a "bright spot™ again; the en-

trance is to te illuminated by a grand spray cf twe hundred globes in
place of the old system of thirteen. An added new feature hus been the
installing of a modern air-ccoling system.

It is told that where the building now stands, there had, in the
very early days been & crude, roughly built frame building called the
opera house. It was built, as was the custom c¢f those days on a bizzare
and showy type. 1t too must have been very short lived as no records can
be found and the information is rather wmeager and hazy.

liy reader, let us leave it with a firm feeling that as it has "stag-
ed a comeback", it shall as the years go on, reign, in & new splendor, prog-

ress, and glery--.

Notes taken from an o0ld scrap book
at the library and Faston's book,
"History of the St. Croix Valley".
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STILLWATWR'S SPANISH ALAHAMBRA

Sauntry, an early millionaire pioneer lumberman who b€lieved
in enjoying and making the most of his immense wealth. In addition to
having an unugually beautiful, lavish, and lumurious home, he built a
magnificent Spanish Moslem in 190l. It was called by various names, such
as gymnasiwn, Spanish Alahambra, Spanish lioslem, Although the family
and intimate friends referred to it as the "Annex™ it directly connected
with the residences

Mr. Sauntry was an energetic and extremely ambitious man. He was
ever alert and ready to undertake heretofore untried, undared, and stup-
endous business ventures. IProm gold mines in liexico to vast timber lands
in Canada and Minnesota and railroad building also in Minnesota. These
were just a few side issues of his enormous holdings. In Stillwater he

"Sauntry Saw Mill" on the Boom Road now called "The

owned and coperated the
Mississippi Scenic River Highway". This last named enterprise was one of
his financially sucg¢essful businesses.

When King lumber ruled mighty and supreme in Stillwater, he and
his wife gave full vent to their desire of owning and maintaining a place
where they could lavishly entertain their many friends, Thus a white
stucco building guickly came into being. Experienced workers were given
the task of building and painting with the Dbest and choicesat material.

It was and is today a show place of beauty and color. One coald hardly
pass it. by without giving it a wandering thought as to its origin and a
backward L:l,l 1ICEe

\t the entrance it had a reception room with imported oriental rugs

and windows of colored glass so that in the daytime the sun could amply




play up to the glorious vivid hues. Then in the evening when the enor-
mous chandeliers with their seven hundred globes were turned on, it was
not only a brilliant sight but almost like an Arabian nights dream. The
electric power company had to be notified many hours in advance before
they could be turned on or the city would have been thrown totally in
darkness.
Prom the reception room one entered the mirrored ballroom. The
entire walls with the exception of the windows were covered with mirrors,
festiive and gay occasions a riot of beautiful colors left one
in amazement and awe., The floors waxed to perfection added
to the already enchanted lioorish atmosphere. Seats of red plush were am-
ply provided for guests desiring to relax and rest or Jjust watch the color-
ful parade of gorgeaualy dressed ladies and men in their full dress attire,
On the southeast side a swimming pool made of tile, marble, and
brass was an added feature that seemed ever to bring from the lips of vis-

.
L

itors the words of "How lovely--gorgeouns--mugnificent--marvelous--and Oh,
how beautifull"
For those early days it truly was a anique, extravagant, a royal,
regal, and pompous structure. To this day Stillwater has never had its equal.
Por those desiring a different form of recreation and exercise, a
bowling alley was provided. This too, was in line with the rest of the build
ing in comfort, neatness, and order. {ith every beauty and coanvenience cone
gidered for the welfare of its occupants, regardless of cost, it was no doubt

a heaven of rest and enjoyment for the many fortunate and chosen ones that

were privileged to enter the fairy like atmosphere.

An open stairway leuding from the ballroom to the balcony and con-

necting with a long passagway leading to the residence was an added conven=-




ience a3 it offered privacy and covered protection while making their exit
to the living quarters.

It was built at a cost of seven hundred thousand dollars. The loc-
ation on the north hill of the city was in the exclusive neighborhood of
Maple and Fourth Streets.

A customery yearly function was a New Year's dinner party. Those
fortunate enough to belong to their social set were thus entertained, win-
ed, and dined on a livish scale. On these galla and festive occasions the
guests, with their host and hostess would proceed to the Annex and further
be amused at various pleasures and recreations offered.

Marriages of their intimate friends were 6?ten solomoniged in the

beautifully and specially decorated ballroom which would be banked with the

rarest of flowers, ferns, and palas for the occasion.

i

Many indeed, were the sociual and lavish functions and festiveds that

'
v

took place s the dream palace. For about fourteen years the brilliance
and glory of its magnificence continued.

Its closing cume about after lir, Sauntry had met with severe fin-
ancial losses. He, himself had a very sad ending. No doubt the great loss
worried and disturbed him to the breaking point. He died of self inflicted
wounds.

Then for about five years the splendid mansion lay enveloped in

Raad ,
solemnvtloomﬁqud sadness. The well kept lawns, shrubbery and flowers no
longer received the tender and efficient care of the experienced gardner.
Obnoxious weeds dominated the once lovely garden;

Then in 1920 lirs. M. Kaiser bought it and turned it into an apart-
ment house. he exterior was left as mach as possible as the original had

been. The cost of alteration was five thousand dollars.




The gonnecting line or passagway between the residence and the
annex were razed, thus it is no longer possible to go from one building
t0 another.

It today, stages somewhat of a comeback, with its well kept lawns

which perhaps is Jjust as faithfully and tenderly cared for as ever by its

present owners

Mhe once spacious and long silent ballroom, wwimming pool,
are now divided up into living quarters.

No doubt many of the older generation in Stillwater living today,
perhaps often like to reminicense in the past history of that once gay and
glorious splendor of that licorish type, queenly custle that created

much beauty in the community.

from interviews of people who

had been entertained there.




The Library Association began in 1859. It really started as an
infant and the various stages of a baby can well be likened to the now
well established, orderly and systematically run libfary at Stillwater.

The first ten years of its life was spent in chiefly receiving
books from the government. These were stored in various places, such
a3: stores, court house, city council rooms, and even the Jjail was thus
uged. Among the many firm, loyal and atanch followers of the very worth
while project the names of Judge licCluer and Jadge H. R. Murdock stand out
and have been particularly praised and appreciated.

After the elapse of ten years, a group of about twenty of the most

prominent ladies started the cause for a circulating library. The very

first meeting of those educationally minded women was held at the home of
irs, H. C., Hemstead, on the corner of liyrtle Street and Union Alley.
committee was appointed to solicite funds, for which the citizens responded
quite generausly. With the one hundred dollars donated 1t was possible to
buy books. By the way, many of those early purchased books are still in the
Carnegie Library at Stillwater.

The first officers were Mrs, W, M, licCluer, as pregident; Mra. T. W.

gecretary: and Mrs, John J. Robertson.

In the book store of 8, 3. Deanton which was located near the post
office the first circulating library began to function, His daughter acted
asg librarian. The fees were one dollar & year for men and fifty cents for
ladies, or ten cents for one book, which would be loaned out for two weeks.
There was an additional fee of three dollars, a member-ship dues possibly.

After a short existance of the library lir. Denton closed his bus-
iness., When, after some scouting around for new quarters, the drug store
of “r, Weaver, was selected. He tnen became librarian. But this new home

too, was of short duration. The accustomed "traveling"books seemed to ever
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be looking for a permanent home., They were changed about from a

amd- 3
millinery shop, sewing macninewstore. 111 this time no rental had been

required,

The next thirty years were a struggle, to maintain and support the
library was ever a problem. Funds were mostly secured by giving variou
entertainments at different intervals. "Ice Cream Pestivals, Oyster Suppers,
Little Dances, Large lasquerades, Tableaux, Shakespeurian Productions, lielo-
Dramsa and the famous Jarley Wax Works"“,

When the war came on in 1861, and the young mennaturally were turning
their thoughts to "Arms instead of literuture™ they were reminded to spend
their leisure time in educgtional and constructive recreation, "That they learn-
ed something, instead of drank sometning; literature instead of lager, shall
be the chief attraction". A plea went out to old and young to cultivate godd
clean readings habits by reading the leading perlodicals and papers of the day.

A rather novel party given in 1876 was a "Colonial Dress Ball and lar-
tha Washington party". They displayed many old relics of by gone days.
get of blue china ware, over one hundred years old, belonging toc Captain Reed,
then Warden of the Stute Prison, were among the curios, DRare pieces of silver,

andieleo
Jewelry and many other valuable ariteles were shown.

An affair thuat deserves apecial mention was given in 1898, and called
"International Dinner"™, This great feast as you will soon learn was followed
by entertainment. A Stillwuter, newspuper add is quoted as follows; "The
inner man will be fully and completely satisfied aut either of the tables.
admission including dinner will be fifty cents."

The various nations represented wers Coloniul, Tnglish, German, French,

| ;
Swedish, Italian, and Chinese. Tach table represented & aation in color, flow-

ers and the choicest, tastiest and most elaborate foods of its respeective coun-

% rye
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Just to briefly describe a bit of this very magnificent and gen-
erously supplied banquet, let us stop at the Colonial table. It is a
large table, well laiden and graced by the smiling, yet strong dignified
face of George Washington, draped with the stars and stripes., The ladies
serving wore colenial costuames.

The food, well Jjudge for yourself, my reader; Cold roast turkey,

.
cold ham, baked beans and brown bread, mashed potatoes, chicken pie, hot
rolls, pumpkin pie, doughnuts, election cake, polund cake, pickles, tea,
and coffee.

To give a full uetui‘.of that long ago dinner menu would perhaps
tire you,but it may be added, without exaggeration that it could have grac=-
ed the table of a king or most any of our outstanding und distinguished per-
gsonages of any land,

No doubt that every bit of the food and all things needed were don-
sted towards the various dinners and banquets, and they were able to realize
& nice little sun toward buying books and the general up keep of the lib-
rary.

inother long past and almost forgotten game given was "A Bpelling

Bee"”. The two best spellers of that long ago evening were H. R. Murdock,

and L. Clark. A small admission fee was asked for the privéledge of seeing:

and hearing people "Spelled Down". This little rather humorous bit of enter-

tainment netted a little sam toward buying books and furthering the cause of
the library.

A grand and glorious event came into being on lay 16th,
City Council had voted for an adaquate sum of money for the use of
library. It was now housed in a place of its own; the hours open;

from one 'Till six; Evenings from seven 'Till nine; Sundays--three

five.




In 1901, when Stillwater wuas in the height of its lumbering pros-
perity it was decided to build a suitable place, so as not to have to shift
arcund hither and yong. Mr, Andrew Carnegie, as it is well known, was one
of the greatest benefactors and founders of Public Libraries. He was ap-
pealed to, and without much delay, that generous and greut hearted mun gave
an additional five thousand above what was agked, thus making it twenty-five
thousand dollars. His only conditions were that a Qiianle gite be furnish-
ed and the library be supported.

ifter consideruble deliberation a large piece of ground on the top
slope between Third and Fourth Streets wus chosen as un ideal and permanent
place. Much to the Joy and happiness of the many who had earnestly worked
and supported the struggling and wandering library, it was completed in 190%
and officially opened December, 190&.

It seemed to surpass even what had been dreamed and hog
modern stone and brick structure, coavenlent, beautiful, cozy, light, cheer-
ful, well heated and amply supplied with books. It truly is a heaven of rest
and relaxation to the seeker for beguty and knowledge.

From the artistically land-scaped gardens, the vine covered walls, and
large well kept lawns, one commands & picturesque panoramic view cof the St.

Croix River, the new modern bridge crogsing to Houlton, Wisconsin and the free

public bathing beach. 1t i3 Jjust one of the many lovely sights that await the

sightseer and vacaticnist who visits the "Friendly Valley" in Stillwater,
From the infantile beginning--now in 1938 it has grown to full stature
in sturdiness, character, beatty, and diganity.
Notes taken from old scrap book at
the Public Library by Alige Murdock

Secretery of the Library Association
for many years.




HOBBY OF STILLWATER DOCTER

As a yoath Dr. G. Linner had wanted to be an engineer but his
desire seemed to go awry, for when he entered the University of Minnesota
to register it must have been quite a gurprise to find that after waite
ing in the long line it was for the pre-medical school

The consequence was that he registered for the study of an M.D,.
and became greatly interested and determined to study, work, and congquers-
He stayed on and finished the course and 1is today a successful practicing
physician at the Minnesota State Prison. During the day he follows his
profession, earnestly and sincerely helping to heal and save tunose requir-
ing his assistance. He says "It is the finest profession in the world",

But his leisure time and evenings are spent in building miniture
engines, airplane motors, inboard and outboard eangines. The basement of
his home is & well equipped workshop in which are housed many descriptions
of his six years accumulation and work.

Among the finished collection are four model speed boats, three air-
plane motors, and several ice boats. At present ne is working on several
darine inboard engines and an outboard wotor.

After a dedonstration on the St. Croix River he discovered that his
model speed boat could make thirty miles an hour on four ounces of gasoline
wnd will run for ten minutes. He computed the speed on the small model
boat by having it tetnered to a pole and muking it go in a circle, knowing
the length of the tather and the number of revolutions the boat made in a
given time. Dr. Linner was able to commute its speed of thirty miles an

hoar."

As yet he hasn't been able to comaute the speed of his air-planes and

ice boats. On one of his experimental tests his plane took a nose divel Ane

other time his sail boat sailed so far away that he was burely able to recover




it, It wawm traveling at a speed of about seventy miles an hour.
In this viecinity he is the only man so occupying his leisure time

and when out with one or more of his model crafts there are thousands of

people watching and piling him with countless questions. He is of 4 rather

modest and retiring nature and would prefer a bit more privacy while test-

ing his handiwork.

His audience come from far and near. A young lad hitch-hiked from

South Dakota to see his speed boat demonstrated. Thus his hobby has inter-

egted not only himself but many people as well. No doubt more than one young

man after seeing his crafts demonstrated conceives the idea of doing like-

wise,
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One of Stillwater's splendid landmarks that recalls the
early days of prosperity and grandeur is no more in existence. The
once magnificent brick residence on North Second Street was erected
by the late Hon. Isaac Staples, millionaire banker and lumberman, He
was considered one of the wealthiest men in the St. Croix Valley.

His coming to the then small hamlet in 1853 added zest and

new vigor to the budding community. Possessed of unasually strong char-
acter, great physical endurance, energy, and unflugging ambition, his
uncongueraole determination to win were coupled with a keen visionary
business Jjudgment, which made him a valuable aquisition to the city.

His business interests were uany and varied: among thewm were=--
vast real estute noldings of both improved and unimproved lanis. He
was principal stock holder and president of the lumberman's bank., He
had vast shares in several St, Paul Banks. 1 ] antile Tstablishment
and- Staples' lieat Murket were among his possessions. Hig Elavator Mill
had a capacity of three hundred thousand bushels. A flour mill that

4 i

was operating day and night turned out one hundred fifty barrels of flour
daily.

He engaged in farwming on aiL extensive scale. Maple Island

Parm™ was situated on the line of the Soo Railway; had three hundred fifty

acres
nearly all in & high state of cultivation., At the villapge of Maple Island

were a poat office, flouring mill, and various other shops.

"Oak Glea" or "Home Farw" consisted of eight hundred acres and

wa8 locuated on the western edge of tne city It had a smull dairy; about

one hundred dowsd, & oreumery, several residences, bulldings,




Then too, it housed some fine pure bred cattle. ™"Dutch Belt™ cows were
then famous and outstanding.

The "Twin Lake Marm"™ of two hundred adres, had all necessary

buildings, equipments and & large green house. ™"Big Lake Farm" had four

hundred twenty acres with required buildings, beside: club house where
many invited guests both f Stillwater und elsewhere were royally entep-
tained.

Then therewas his "Carnilian Parm" of seven hundred ucres.
MicKusick Parm" with improvements. "Wisconsin Farm" of two hundred acres
was devoted to raising gr

There was & drivway park at Lilly La nsisting of one hun-
dred thirty acres; here some of his most valuable pure bred horses were
tried out.

In 1871, he built a lovely mansion on a high spacious and
picturesque site, that furnished a ccmmanding view overlcoking the business
section of the city. It also furnished a panoramic séene of the St. Croix
River.

It was noised about that his selection of that particular spot

for the reason that he could keep a watchful and guurding eye
on his extreumely large holdings. It was possible to see for several miles
ap and down the river. Thus, he could see his logs float down as well as
his nuamerous boats and rafts.

Below his home or ander the hill was his sawmill--a bit further
on was the huge elavator in which he stored the grain reaped from his num=-
erous farms. further down on Main Street was his bank--basiness blocks--

mercantile house, and scattered about him on all sides were his muny dwell=-

ings. All were the reward of his uncanny, sturdy, energetic and thrifty mind,
- o/ ¥ o 2 o o/




We shall never know what his thoughts really were as he
viewed the accumaulation of his labor. Perhaps it may have been ag
guoted in the Bible: "He looked on all his labor that he hath done,
and behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit."

The coat of his home was between forty thousand dollars
ind fifty thousand dollars. The exact expenditure was never known as
much of the material was supplied direct from his own plants. The well
known famous pine came from his northern llinnesota camps., These were
sawed and planned in his mill in Stillwater. o8t of the stone for the
walls and foundantions also carn from h own guarries und these articles
were figured at

The houge and grounds covered more than a city block. Over
L

of the beautiful grounds were terraced around to form a semi-circle

or & tier of stone steps, and coanverted into a vineyard which skirted
the bluff overlooking the St. Croix River. On top of the hill a little

distance from the house was the orchard.

The residence proper was a two-gstory massive, stately, and

dignified looking stone structure. Its outside walls were of Milwaukee

brick. very modern convenience and luxury .giving device available in

that early period wus i.ustalled. 3Besuty, confort, and euse were the first
stions, and no expense hud been spared in making it one of the

most acttractive in the community. The interior was in keeping with the

i 4

exterior. It had the choicest, costliest and the most lavish farnishings.
Priceless oriental rugs--frescoed walls and ceilings were all the work of
professional artists and expert workmen.

During his life time the house was often the scene of notable

Isaac Staples liked guilety and laughter and hospitality

all a part of his active life,




He was ever a friend of the laboring people or poorer

class, Those who were seeking work eithner youns or old were never

©

turned away. H rel y was felt by many far and wide. FEven, now,

»

o

today one cun hear the story repeated of his kindness and bigness of

heart, to those who were weary of life, heavy laden, old, and down and

out, When they sought his aid and help, it was always forth-coaing.

Sometimes thcse applying for help didn't seem to have any
;dalifiJntiOﬂS for any line of work. He would ask in a brisk rather
sharp way, "You can eat, can't you®™, and off he'd send them to one of
his many farms to be sheltered and fed.

In 1898 he passed on from the lovely home where many happy
years of his life had been spent. His death caused a wide-spread dem-
ongtration of mourning by all classes of people~-rich and poor, high and
low, both in the commanity and surrounding country. 111 turned out to
see his last remains put away forever. HNearly ull of the business houses
in Stillwuater were closed during his funeral.

For gome little time after his death the grand old mansion and

grounds were taxen care of. 3But gradually it became more and more neglect-
ed and less used. - The expense of maintaining it as 4 private home was
enormous and seemed to be beyond any of his heirs.

It was thought for a time that the stuate might consider it
for the Warden's home. But nothing ever came of it lext it was thought
of as being an ideal plage for a hogpital or an educational ianstitution.
But as the mills, and hustle bustle o he y were too close by th
dea was soon abandoned. Weeds which have a habit of growing enormously

were topping off the once immaculately cared for lawns and shrubbery.




a8 the years went by it Dbecame more neglected. His daughter,
lirs. A. C. Hospes, wus the possessor of the old Homestead but as her fin-
ances were inadayuate to muintain such a pretentious home, she was at
a loss as to know what wise proceedure to take in disposing of the huge
and expensive place. A4s time went on she sold the priceless furnishings
for small suna. The once great beautiful mansion was the course of sorrow
and it became more cf a "Hoodoo" or hindrance.

Thus, nine years after Isaac Staples death the proud, stately
cagtle was sold for one thonsand dollars., Its finish was in the hands of

wrecking couwpany with the exception of the fences and trees, Tverything
torn down. hen the work wus over 1t wus a sad looking sight.
About six years ago a shoe wanufactuer bought the lot, but he
idn't seem to meet with much successs It then came to the minds of some

of our wide awake business men and citizens to iuuake it a public park. With

whole-hearted cooperation it wus muna;ed and came to pass.

Three years ago a4 beautiful publie parfik opened on the former

4

Isaac Staples fanous site. It is well named "Pioneer Tark",

The stone terrgced tier stands firmly and solidly as ever.
Though of course the grape vines have long since died out. Its fine old
treeg still reign to give shade.

Picnic tables and benches are scattered here and there for the
park nas become very popular to both the community and outsiders. No
doubt its history is knowte some but for others its own worth is for the
sheer loveliness, beauty, color, fine water--picturesque view and chance
for relaxatio

lotes taken from Scrap Book owned by
Mrs. Tva lMerry who is Isaac Staple's
grandaughter and interviews from

different people.
6 o o o ok
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STILLWATTR LADIES' BAZAAR

In 1878, PFather Murphy, a Catholic Priest, financed
and built for his brother, ratrick, a large frame building on Soath
Main Street. T ity then, had great need for
prises. The populatioa was rapidly increasing;
and needs of the people grew,

Louis Altenburg reanted the building for a departument store
and it soon became very popular witih the ladies. Thus, the first s
small beginning quickly expanded into a large ludies' ready-to-w
4 short tiume tne thriving business was leased
The modest Fra tructure now fuarnished c
bustle pioneers who were beginaning to devote more
and person. ®ive clerks were kept busy waiting on and
to the pablic.
I'welve yeurs luter 1t had expauded fifty by one handred

Two floors were equiped with merchandise and twenty-
employ: 0 tuke care of customers.
It was no unusual sight to have people cowe from the Twin Cities

to do their choice and select buying. Part of an early advertiseument
in the local puper read as follows, "It can equal anything bought in

the Twin Cities." It becaume kaown as the "Ladies' Pumous Bazaar™.
1. Jo Shuttiager, a true cultured geatleman, was fully awake

the desires and needs of the people, His coancern was to please

Beauty then, as now, was ever in demand and the keynote ¢

In hats, dresses, co&ts, shoes, dress goods, underwear, cos=




metics, and notions, mi-ludy was offered the latest styles that
period manufactured.

New York, which was the leading fashion
center of the United States, were always rewarded on his return by
newer and @ sodern trends in clothing. The ladies eagerly accep-

ted and bought thinzs to mugnify and enhance thelr beauty.

As the lumber industry flourished und reached its peuk, the

large masees of people {rom all walks of life enjoyed more prosperity
and much more of the worldly gcods offered them.
Mr. Shuttiager's untimely efforts were well rewarded for some
s "DPime Marches On"™ nis competitcion grew more difficult and
the legging business dwindled und finally ceused ultogether. Thus for

"Mmons Ladies! Buzaar™ clesed its double doors.,

a short tim
A considerable portion of the merchundise was bought by M. L. Marphy who
was operating « similiar concern in the next block,

Dr. W. R. Hamphrey bought the building which was by this time in
the hands of the receivers. Thea in 1916 Louls Janda, a kihdly thought-
ful pioneer wmerchant of lankavo, Minnesotu, leused the building and
bought out the remaining merchandise and for u few years operuted witn,
from six to ten employees. Under Mr. Junda's reorgaunization the name of
the store was changed to "Louis Juanda Department Store."

ligny changes took pluce--such as remodeling., A fine quality of
merchandise was offered vo the public, with coansiderable service for its
employees. The store gained in popularity and saccess.

Yeur ufter year more workers were uadded to take care of increas-

ing sales.

In 1935, after Mr., Janda's death, it was imserporated and has




since been known as the "Louis Janda Company™ under the manugement
two daugzhters, Coletta and Marcella vYanda.

"

Today the foramer "Fumous Buguur" is the leading department

store in the city. Its past prominence and popularity are sgepi-S=siiows

e, agxm PRI P

The two sisters are well trained along executive lines as well
buying of large guuntities of merchundise. They keep well abreast
times and are keenly alert to the demunds of the buying public.
¥hat the next fifty yeurs holds for tne fauture of the store

oaly time will tell.

Notes taken from "Neil's History
of the St. Croix Valley and In-
terviews from various people.
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A RUGGED--BUT NOT VISIONARY PIONEER

Charles E. Leonard was an early pioneer whose
history has become outstandingly interesting because of the
fact that he owned and disposed of land thut later became one
of the choicest pieces pf property in lMinneapolis.

To relate a bit of his early sbtruggles, let us turn
back t¢ the year of 1847, and the rapidly sprouting city of
Stillwater. He rented a tiny box-like bit of a place to operajpe
as a general store. DBut the cruel merciless nand of fate began

play havoc wEE=nin. o J?/\A;ﬂ %W
A letter came from his wife in Prairie DuChien telling
a gruve and serious illness of one of their three children.
He at once locked up the new und barely operating store and set
out on foot--for a two hundred mile Jjourney. The only possessions
he took along were a hatchet, tin cup, and a blanket that was laid
on the asnowy ground for sleeping at night.

Hig destination was Prairie Dufhien--year-1847--time-
winter--roads-my reader, there weren't any. DBach traveler had
to make his own pathway over the hilly, rough, wild, bleak, desoclate,
isclated, and dangerous country. Regardless of danger our hero
forzed on.

Encounters with the Indiansg were numerous and all ofa
friendly nature. After two days without food he met a Winnebago

Indian who quickly sensed his need and by sign language assured him




of provisions and repidly disappeared, only to appear a half

piece of venison.

£
&

hoar later with a large

His thanks and gratitude to the red man was an offer
of a five dollar gold piece, but strange as it may seem the kind
hearted generous Indian refused to accept it and quietly walked
AWaY o

The extremely hazzardeous and trying trip over rivers,
lakes and valleys dontinued for ten days. When he finally arrived
at Frairie DuChien---there wasn't any reception committee on hand
to meet him--nc feast or toast or even congratulations were forth-
coming. Roughing it seemed all a part of the days work.

In the spring of the following year he and his family
went back to Stillwuter---by beat. His first move on arriving was
to build a home, so on to Arcola he went. fhere he bousht a larce

logs on credit from J. wer and B. Loomis.

Pernaps in his esagerness to ge arted on building--
or whatever caused it, nevertheleas, he made the gruve mistake of
going a wmile beyond his destination, Stillwater, and only after a
gteenuous and hard grind did he get up river to Stillwater sgain.
But he never wavered---just worked patiently and persistently.
task was the erection of his home. We

remember ne had & store to operate go his time was limited to eu

mornings and evenings for building. A ten year old son was his only

helper. OShingles were all shuved out of a large log bought from

John McKusick.




When it finally was finished the Joy and pride in
possessing a home were snort lived. Again the "hoodoo" or hand
of fate interferred in his progress. All his hard earned labor was
destroyed during his absense by fire. Home, stone, and stock were

all reduced to ashes.

With perserverence and determination he with his child-

ren and good wife ccatinued to labor. He obtained work as a carp-
eater at two dollars & day and within a short time bought a lot
from J« McKugick. This tiwe it was high up on the bluff and again
he began to build--~without any calamity following this time.

Next cume his appointment as Sheriff. He opened the first
court of law held in Minnesota, with the very first court convening
in Stillwater,

His next move after selling his Stillwater property was
to move to St. Anthony. again he held a responsible position and
continued to prosper. Next he moved to Minneapolis and bought large
pieces of land--seemingly valueless and Jjust good for pasture.

One piece of grazing land that he owned and sold for
span of horses was where we now have the loop-~the heart and soul of
Minneapolis, The site of the Nicolett Hotel now uan extremely valuuble
and choice piece of property-and has been for years, was sold in the
early days for a span of horses by C. Leonard.

Hennepin Island too, was owned by him---and it went for
& song, whether it could be culled the hund of fate or not is beyond
us to fathom why he couldn't vision and forsee the great growth and

prosperity that loomed ahead,




Re. IV

To quote from his words of later years, " I might have
been a millionaire, but I presume I'm a3 happy =as it is; I have
health, my wife, sons, and my friends.

Thus a3 his earthly career wuas nearing an end he never

grew bitter and resentful as the years cawe on--he only mellowed

and sweetened. All the early nardships and deprivations he exper=-
ienced only brightened, not sadened his last declining years., He
passed on at White Bear Luke, llinnesota after having truly lived

full and contented life.

Notes from an old Scrap Book
at the Stillwater Publie
Library.
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Last Man's- Clup of Seillwater

In the epring of I8¢I, &t the out bresk of the Civwii
Mar, & large group of young v%unteers from Stillwater, eager
to serve their country, enlisted to vrereexrve the Union,
The night befor their departure & dancing party was given
&t the old sawyer house, whick has- for some yeare past been
replaced by the beavtiful Nt Vernonnlikél Lowell Inn,

The men and boys marched away April the twenty first“
eighty nine in number; Some of the young blades -- who were
full of vim and viger, and e&s- the custom of those duyé wore
side burns; could hardly understand the-meaning of war, It
perhaps meant adventure, exitement and thrills gelore. They
had &all that)and more.

Arriving at Fort Snelling they enlisted in the "Farst
Minnesota Voluntery Infi¢ntary, end beceme Company B." To go
into the deteils of the war-- eof which you are &all no doubt
familiar ﬂilh)isn't necessary.,

At the close of the waxr only thirty four of the men
returned to Stillwater. ﬁg&in/néf;adness and grief of those
near and dear ones who experienced the losseB:s we shall not

dwell on., gufficient, perhaps to write a little poem taken

from 0. book celled "The Elue and Gray, published by Prof. By

J. Warren Gilbert", A& history of the conflicts during the

war,

\
" Some fell on far-eff fields: of fame,

Some here sank down to rest;
And the dear land they love so well,

vow folds- them to her breast. i
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Seme few years-later the returned men met and #é8d the
anniversity of the battle of"Bull Bun" The famed old Sawyer
house became the banquet hall and Yeerly meeting place.
The celfbration of that long ago victory was: faitfully
preserved by the men, Evt the forming of the 18t Man's
A
Club" seems to have originated merely from hafpy eré hilerous
;)
inciddent

The particular night when the idas was born to organize

& clup, The year wm® 1885, the banquet ae-usuval was held in

the Sawye® house. Phere were about twenty five men present
the gala eccassion wes called & "Wine Supper.” as- the party
was-about to break vp some one sugeested that & club be formed,
The boys cheered &nd seemed willing to acept the ideg-- when
again some one in the EIroup -- on noticing one lone bottle
of wine; thgy. then and there agreed b?uﬁgrm & club,
A . voice cried out in the crg;ﬁ;-” Leiﬁ call it the
Last Man's:- Club.* and the laet survivor shall toast his com=
redes with wine." When the organization waes formed Lovis
Hospee, father of one of the members; presented the club with
& bottle of Burgundy wine to bte opvened by the Bast living
member.  and & toast drunk to hie departed comrades,

The liquor was afterwards to be presented to the
public Library to be preserved. It is lodged there gis
Pltaned-- vt some years: ago nbefotree the last-lone comrade
was to toast his-departed friends; it was found that the wine
had speiled, the reuson being that the cork had rotted and

let in air.
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Some of the earliteractive members of the now dissoloved
club were namely; Capt. C. A, Brnmley; ‘WM. May, Myron
Shepard, A.A. Capron, H. C. VanVorhes, Samuel Eloolker,

R, G. Blanchard, Albert Caplazi, Jemes Cleary, William

Torich, A.C. Hospes, John S, May, George C, McNeil, adam Maryx

F. L. ¥cxusick, Harloew McIntrire, Andrew Peterson, Joseph Tenner
Jogeph Waksh all of Stillwater.G, 8 Goff and later Charles
M, iockwood » Who wge the last svrviving member,

T R L e A e
surely dropped off in number; ﬁntii Tut one remained to grace
the once happy and Jjoyoue hanquet hall. It was Charlee M.
Loekwood, the grend old men who in I930, sat midst the thirty
three vacant chairs at the Lowell Inn,Fach ehair was draped
im crepe, with & white ribbin on which ha@ been writtem the
neme of the departed comraded,

£t the lone and sad teble with him sat MNrs- Helen McClver
of Stillwater, presidénttof the library board who wae presented
with the bottle of wine for safe keeping in the library.
Also were vresent Nrs Nelliw Floomer, widow of the late gamuel :
Bloomer, a member of the Last'Man's Club,
¥any other dimstinguished men and woman were in attend-
ence a6 vell &8 spectaters,who crowded the hall to hear the

lest man recise,

"Memories carried the aged 014 men as he sgid the
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Tears came To the eyes of all present and in sascred and

solemn hush stood up, &nd with bowed heads heard the worde.

"The cagflre smolders-- ashes fall;

The clouvds are black asgainst the sky;
No tap of drums, no bugle call;
My comrades all goodbye."
Thus ended the Last Man's Club; Tmidtt & gorgeous and
beavtiful decoreted banquet haifm;:A;ith flowers, and on
the wall to the ree? was the fremed flag of the company knowngo
“YheL "First Minnesota Volunteer Inf;n&ryy Company B.,"
The woxrthy 0l1ld gentleman passed on & few years ago.
His birthplace was- Prarie DuChien, the dete Avgust I¢€th, Is42,
He enlisted from Stillwater, Minnesota, in Company B. .
He saw and weathered four years of of service in the Civil
War. He fought in the fist battle at Rull Run, and took part

in the last fight ef the war at Fentonville, North Carolina.

Notes taken from.
Scrap bork donated by Mrs Nellie Eloomer

now in Stillwater Public Library

Since the World Wer
Members of the war and the American lLegion meve formed the
" BPBully Beef Club" Leeting every month-- -- the last remazin-

ing member shell have the privilédeecf opening the can of beef,
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Cliff"Dwellwing People

A great dezl of recearch work is taking place whoutethe
lives of early Indians, pioneers, and their activities: and

mode of living. fhis informatbn has been ~and is being @eth-

ered, and recg%fded for people of this generation and those to

cone.

Stillwater; or ratherrin its vicinity, has-an unusuval
and outtetanding contribution to add to the historical re-
cearch work; because  of the fact that traces of pre-historic
men have been found close to the city.

Dr. Harvey a proféssor at the University of Minnesota,
has- the honorable distinction of 'making the suprising discovery.
About three and a half'miles notth of Stillwater, he- built an
all year around residence,.and about five years- ago, hig=un=
ique- discovery was- started.

"Various anthropologists and archeolgists: have been working
on the Harvey farm," and have found evkdence of at least three
primitive tribes or typs of peorple.

" A cliff dwelling sixteen feet high fifty seven feet

)
across the frnntrand going back into the cliff through which
highway ninty five has: been cut," seems to be conclusively true
that it had been inhabited by human® beings.

It so seems than that the besutiful and colorful St Croix
valley had prior to the Indians, other strange beings, Whether
canibals or more civilized creatures, has not been fully deter-

mined, as yet.

But clear evidences-have been found to indica te thaditaion.
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ofcourse it is all ven,primitive and ancient, and date;:back
far before the Indians and white mane entrance to this territory.

Eones of human origin heve been excavated., Crude and prim-
itive oPjects such zs stone hammers, knives , arrowheads and
verious- otherc other tools have been found. TFragments of
pottery in the ashes and earth of.the long ago strange and
1ittle known of people were discovered.

Different cvltures: show that' ages must have existed be-

tween the various settlerss This knowledge comes from the fact

that more recdnt objects were unearthed," beked clay bowels

which e c%ssified by their decorative patterns."

In Dr Harvey's possession gare .many specimens taken
from his discovery and unuswal find, and also the"linnesota
Archeonlogical Society" have confir@éd and sanctioned the find-
ings. Scientists:s in various parts of the United Stated
are making €ffort s to add the St Croix pre- historic collect-

ions- to their museums,
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Plain Jo of Pioneer Days
Plain Jo'es full name was: Joseph Blackburn, it is believed

that he came from the Seuthern part of Illinois, a little town

called Egypt-- so named because it lacked edvcetionel advantages,

Rerhaps K* he 1 came to be called "Plain Jo" because he
obeyed his own inclinations and dressed &as-primitive as it was
pos €ible in the early days. Cloths held no attrction for the
husky burly Jo.

His firet entrance in Stillater, was in 1847, - his:swork was
in the various departments-of the lumber industry, andﬁ;ike
many of his coworkers ,he saved his earninge and entered in to
ohher branches of business activkties,

Being af a happy Jovial disposition he had many friends, albeit

he wae unlearned and uvnused to the ways-of civilzation, he wus

faithfvl and tireless ; people had confidence and trust in him,

The story is told that in the very earliest'days he was
aseisting amadl carrier on his weekly route between Bayfield,
and St Pavl., In the village of St Croix Falls, he had btuilt a
home and was engaged to marry a wiitggirl. Rut unfortunately
en Indian maiden wes-very earng2sdly in love with him too; and
wass determined that he should marry her.

Somwhiat! 1ike & story reading in a novel -- Plain Jo, spyrned
the dark maiden; byt she refused to accept rebuff; and one day
while he wasc cémping with his mail, she waylaid him and stole

his: watch. He in oder to get back his prized posséssion had her
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;resg%ed and brought to court,

The rather crude courts:of that time found that though
there was:no marriage; 8till under the Indian customs the girl
might be his-wife, and therfore had'a right to the property.

The new and unexpected  devel opement seemed to extrange his
q;othed, &nd she firmly reftused to marry him,
The white girls parents:-were-living in the house:thsdtb
Jo, had’® built, Whether in ex‘?speration and shame; we shall tnem
xnow, but any way he threw‘up his: job of carrying mail, left
the place and reftsed aver after to even go back . The rather
gtrange part of it was- that he wouldnt't accept one cent of rent
for his house, and the family lived in the free home for twenty
four years.

He became an Indian trader and married one-of the forest
meidends , and much to his credit he treated her not enly kindly
but® lavished many,crude though it was,luxurious on her, On one
sccassion he purchesed twenty yards of gilk from a Stillwater,
gtore,--ves it was-for his wife Mary, and she no doubt was
thrilled at the prospect of a new gown.

He had a shrewedcand visionery head for business, for in his

trade with the Indians he knew how te make-money :ion a large
scale. One- of his- tricks was & blend ofi"his own to manufcature
whiskey, or near whikkeyi A ten gallon keg of his:brand com =
sisted of” Nine gallons of the cheapest grade of tea obtainable,
we=all knowihow tea is made, Jo

/
nedés his ext{a strong and than one galdbon of gin or some such

IV,

ingreientyand sold it with a clear conscience and declated that

3¥th:made by steeping --- well

it'wass better for the Indians: than the fiery stuff they bought
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Of less scrupuvlous dealers.

Ag before stated he cared little about cloths, and very
&ten his suspenders were made from flour sack material. Than
too he very rarely wore a hat, hhough he gs: the owner of a
"Gaff- topsail” hat of finest texture; which was-sported on

rare accagsions with his vauvable gold watch,

One of his pecufar obessessions wa8 to keep a large stock

of " supblées=on hand at all times for his loggers and customeres .,
opEsfotheeartioles of \\is cr%d waes never to have less than
1,000 bushels of oats, 500 bushels of corn, I00 sacks of flour
and’ five barrels of whisky.
Te prove that he always bought in d&rge quanities a little
jllustration will show of one of his buying trips. Onthis
occassion he noticed a certian brand of to¥acco marked,"P,S, OH
said he," I see you keep’;at SvllivanV tobacco 7t guess I tzke
some of thdI" When asked the amount he would want, he replied
"0,I guess about the full ofthe sieigh."
Tater onﬁin his-later 1life he began to enjoy more of the
éﬂkortgj » and Buxurious things of life, and as=he had eample
means- he couvld well setisfy his every wish and desbre,

His-last years were spent cover the tomb which he had built

for his wife at her death, Her last rerains were in & most levié 7
1y furnished romm , that contained brussel carpets, upholstered
cheire and couches, tables and & bible. In the chamber of death

he spent many hours-studiing and pondering the hely scriptures.
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The top of his wife's coffin was of removable lead top. and
when the teed top wes- removed & glasee( coverr exposed her last
remains. He no doubt spent meny hours in silent meditign and
searcheéd the scriptures to investigate what waB- beyond the
great dévide~~zeross the span of the great unknown darkness--
celled death,,

An uncertafn number of yeers: later & very suéd ending
came  t¢"Plain Jo," he- was- found murdered in his home; who the
guilty culprite were wes: never found out, Although it was sus-
pected that it was an Indian; but not much investigetion took
vlace.

His remaining large fortune was thought to have been
iPissdpated in various ways and it remains a mystry as to what
became of it. One thing-is certain he didn't bring anything in
the world and he couln,t take any thing out---even though he
searched or thired to fathem --what wascin the spritit world be -

yond,

Seron Do c)d{' Qullimda, ¢ wldve
igiﬁbeuuﬁ‘kowA &{uﬁﬂﬂﬂk&yLd
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A picturesque and rather stately and impressive building was
built on North Main Street. The closeness of the 8t, Croix River
added to the idealic loveliness and natural beauty of the structure,

It was erected in 1853, by Robert Kripps to serve as a brewery. Still-
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y progresging and enterprising mber center, was
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experiencing new developments aand business ventures were springing up
almost overaight.

fhe one here relauted was Jjust at the entrance to, wh

'
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led "Dutch Town," receiving its name because of the fact

all of its inhabitants were German people and lived their lives
their old fatherland. 'ney were
progressive, God fearing and law abiding of
But as our 'story is chiefly @n the
.L.:.f,u;t;;&’;, we snall leave the wholesome and
4 1w

\habit the tiny center called "Duteh Town'" and proceec
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the picturesque brewery.
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Sv ill another.
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went on it was finally condemned as

followed a peried of isolution and
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problem.
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by another,
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The caves have all been filled in and th
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has widened the street Y vi no mark of reme

ful and outstanding

‘aken from the ; legsenger of Aug.l,1936
and interviews with people,
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