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Grandfather's Day

There is something queer about this. It's money. Periodically
the authorities have to go guwning for the makers of that kind of
money, and they have just run to earth in Minneapolis a pair - charged
with meking &« mold designed to coin b0-gent pieoces, .An early press
notioce for bogus money appeared in the Daily Mimmesotian of 1866, which
snnounced a "teacher" who would tell how to deteoct fake bills,

"Our busines: men have had a callsi.efrom J¢ 8. Corbin, Esq., whom
they recommend as a teacher of & system for detecting counterfeit notes.
He is prepered to give such instruction...that any person of ordinary
powers of observation mey learn in e few minutes,"”

Nevertheless the counterfeiters were going good a few years later.
In 1861, the 8t. Paul Pioneer Demoorat said: "Deputy Marshals Brackett
and Cleveland have at last ferreted out and broken up the grand source
of all the bogus coin that has circulated so extensively in Minnesota
for the last three years. The rascals...have not all been nabbed, but

such revelations have been made asse.swill prevent for the future the

carrying on of their extensive business,"”

8t. Paul Piomeer, '69: "On Saturday night a bold and to some extent
a successful attempt was made in this oity to pass counterfeit money.
The bills used for this purpose were $20 bills on the liational Bank of
Commeroe, New York...S0 far ags was known last night about $100 of these
counterfeits were received by some of our dealers."

There was another epidemic in St. Paul in '72, ‘The St, Paul Daily

Presss "Merchants state that a considereble amount of counterfeit money




is now in circulation in this oity, the last arrival...being in §5 and

$10 bills of the Poughkespsie National Benk, New York. The engravings

essr'e 80 unusually dark as to attract attention,"

he priveate colners got down to pin money later. MNimnsapolis
'77s "Counterfeit nickels are about as mmerous in the city
as those which bear the image end superscription of Uncle Sem. These
counterfeits all look fresh, but readily tarnish, are made pf pewber, and

are evidently cast in plaster-of=Paris mould."
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Crandfatherts

show, 1733 "Notwithstending
the fowl exhibitien et Winonk was duly imsugurnted
" ribune, '765 "The manupgers of the Sbate Poultry

wrsday evenings Lribune,

Assoclation have offered to domate tho proceeds of Saturday's exhibitions

to the Protestant Orphan Asylum."

he 773 “And now people commi to brag of early

pantloman by the name of VWilecox residing on Sixth street

4 pGLLe o J

3 PG ARy QO S TP WONgr X W Snpa e, 17 4. "
¢ '» o has twentyeolipght ducks three weels olds’

Tha ma Tvie ivoadas W ey - P ® Tire 178 " netearid antomadts hey

The machine invades the neste Iribune, "783 "A patent automatie hen

&1 a

pching is being stuffed with 300 egge with & view of having brog

hatohed during the poultry exhibition o « « &t Urackett's Hall,"




@Grandfather's Day

Pwas the day before Christmas
And all through the annals

These queer things turned up
From various channels.

Peérhaps the most curlous was the time when the Christmas tree was
a novelty. Said the 5t. Paul Democrat, December 26, 1854t "A very pleasant
affair came off at the home of one of our citizens last evening -—— the dooy
of the parlor was thrown open presenting to the astonished gaze of the
children a Christmas tree. This is a custom we believe peculiar to some
countries in Europe, and one we hope to see more generally adopted in this
country.”

As long as 20 years after, Santa Claus was still something of a
novelty, too, for the Minneapolis Tribune, ?ocombor 24, 1874, said in re-
porting a Yule entertainment in the high school: "Io make sure that every
1ittle heart should be touched by at least one kindly act, /the teachers/
purchssed a quantity of candy =nd nuts, made them up into about six hundred
small parcels, with colored tissus paper, and devised a novel plan for
thelir distribution. After some singing ... the window suddenly flew open and
a veritable Santa Claus, in Buffalo hood and coat, with a strange face and
long, flowing snow white beard, bounced into the room... Some of the child-
ren were really frightened and ... for a few moments almost a panic ensued."

Gethsemene Church, Minneapolis, at ite Christmas festival in 1871,
extended the spirit of lindly charity to Poor Lo. "A noval feature. . .

was an empty tree. . . set up for the benefit of Rev. Emmegobergh, Chippewa




Indien missionary. Mr. Knickerbacker had invited the children %o bring
gifts to be placed on the tree to be sent to the Indian church connected
with the Mission. Ve need not say the tree was well loaded down with
fruit during the evening."

Holiday bransportation deluwxe Mankato Record, '068: "Mr. Porter re-
quests us. to day that for the accomodation of those. . « who may wish to
attend his Christmas. . . ball. « . he will rm a two-horse coach between
this place and South Bend. . . Persons leaving their names at the drugstore
will be called for."

Under the heading "First Christmas in Winona," the Winona Republican,
in 1869, an article "from the leaf of an old journal." The date of that
Journal was 1852, and it recorded a public holiday dinner attended by every

resident. The Republican added: "It is now 17 years since that company

[f}omo 54 personq;T, gomprising all the residents of what is now the oity

of Winona, could all assemble in one small Sown,




’{f/f/f"(‘ iy

Grandfather's Day . -
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Christmeses have come &nd gone in Minnesote, but the holy spirit
of Yule has not changed since, far back in 1843, Father Lucian Galtier cele
ebrated Christmes mass in St. Peter's === now Mendota, Following is a transe
lation of the priest's report to his superior, Bishop Loras of Dubuquet

"Christmes end the end of the yeer have furnished me the subject
matter of the present letter, According to custom, I celebrated midnipght
masse A greet orowd of people filled the church, and bef-ore the Holy Sacris
fice began all the places were taken, and one could only with diffieculty meke
a passage through the midst of the orowd pressing on every side, Officers,
soldiers, protestant gentlemen of the vieinity, and @ lerge number of Catholie
Canadians from St, Croix, from Lake Pepin, from St. Paul end from St. Anthony
Falls attended the ceremony, ,Some musicians from the Falls Qf the Sts Croix
soe had come to add to the festive spirit of the occasion. The sanctuery was
lighted by a large number of wax tapers which geve a brilliance that was quite
thrillingy 1t was heightened by the draperies that surrounded it sss 8nd s.s
the effect was modestly aoccompanied by a garland of greens in the form of a
tritmphal arch set up &t the entrance of the sanctuary and beside the commune
ion tables In the center hung e chandelier surmounted by twelve candles,
symbolic of the twelve apostlés.... The singing began at half past eleven
and did not gtops It ended with the mess of thanksgivingesss"

For Here- pre=Christmas advertigement in the St. Paul Press, 1868:

"Good hoop skirts for 40 cents and all whalebone corsets for 75,"

Even ag now, folks got presents from those they weren't expecting any
from and had to hurry eround for snmething to give in return., This St. Paul
store made formal provision, announeing on Christmes Day, '68, in the Pioneer:
"Today, in order to afford an opportunity for those who wich to make return

presents, D. D. Merrill, Randall & Co,, will keep their store open till 12 M,"




What John B, Lake of St., Paul found under his tree in 1868 made

the news, "A megnificent gold=beaded cane," said the Pioneer, "In addition

sos some friends presented him with a fullelength figure of a Sleeping Venus,"

e e e el ook o




Grandfather's Day FA

You might almost have thought in 1866, that you were in lMassachusetts
instead of Faribault. A Massachusetts traveler thought so and said it when
writing to the 8§t. Paul Press, January 18, that year, The Press printed the
letter Jenuary 29, Signing himself "Minnehaha," the correspondent wrotes

"In my rambles through Minnesota, I propose to send you desoriptions
of the towns and whatever may be of interest. Let me begin with this towm,
Faribault; now 10 years old, loceted at the jumetion of Caennon end Straight
rivers, has certainly a beautiful location for a towns Faribault now econtains
about 2,600 people and, including the township, it has 660 votes,

"A Massachusetts men ean hardly convince himself that he is not in
the old Bay State, as & very large proportion of the people came from that
state., Pork and grain buyers are very busy, and by the number of the teams
loaded with those commodities =-< frequently blocking the streets === business
must be good,

The State Deaf and Dumb Asylum is located here and is under the
superintendency of Prof. Kingse.. There are now 17 pupils in the institutions...
I must congratulate the state for such prosperous beginning of their Deaf end
Dumb Asylum at Faribault. I can but express the wish that the 100 deaf and
dumb children and youth in the state may soon enjoy the privileges which it
affords.

"The Episcopal university is l-cated here, The udiversity has about
60 students.s, The Congregational, Methodist end Baptist societies have good
houses of worshlp and are evidently exercising & good and extensive influences
s+« The Episcopal society is putting up e cathedral for the use of their
bishops It is gothio in style, built of faced stonee.s It will cost net less

than $100,000, if completed according to the original plans




*In anticipation of the cars, farming lands are rising in value and
fermers in this region evidently have a bright future,"

Two squibs from the annals sbout Minnesota communities. St, Anthony

Falls Demoerat, 691 “8t. Peter merchants have resolved to give coredit for

no more than 30 days."
Same paper, same year: "The largest cargo of whest that ever floated
on the upper Misgsissippl was shipped on the Antelope from Winona last week,

68,000 bushels,"
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Minnesota press agents were scarce in 1872, but selfe-appointed homee
town boosters were alert. The following, in the St. Paul Press, July of that
year, extolled Santiego, Sherburne cowunity, end Glendorado, across the line in
Benton countys

"Not seeing eny letters from this part of the state in your columns,

I take the liberty of saying & few words in its behalf, Our town is on the
northern boundary of the county, 20 miles from the flourlshing oity of St.
Cloud and eight mlles from the nearest station on the St, Paul & Paoific road.

"The settlement here is called by outsiders St, Francis, being on
the river of that neme, and consists of the two towns of Santiepe and Glendoradoe,
the latter in Benton county, end is indeed a very flourishing settlement, come
posed mainly of New Englend people. We have & sawmill, store and ‘schoolhouses,
and consider the settlament as good as sean be found, . The government lande are
all teken up in the immediate vieinitye.... The orops ..s are looking well and
promigse a rich harvestsss. We think apples can be raised here and we mean to
try it enyway."

In '79 there was no place like home for this Ferrus Falls editor, who
wrote in his Journal:

"After six weeks' absence from home ..., the editor of the Journal is

]
again at his post .. visiting through sax states, we have seen nothing more

beautiful than our own Minnesota, end we breathed no eir so pure, Her fields
of golden grain are broader and in quality wnequalled ,.. her citigzens the
most enterprising, ' From the old Keystone state to the Red River of the Nerth
we have seen no village so fair, so bright so cheering eas Fergus Falls, nor

one that is growing faster..ss




The fame of Minneapolis flour menufacture and of Red river wheat
oulture are challenging the attention of the entire nations... Here is where

the wheat will be grown for the world, and ‘our water powers are to be taxed

to grind the seme for bread to feed the nations,”

ko
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Eittson county, the northwest corner on Minnesota's map, bulges with
new importense today as the first history of it is released to the public,

The book, "Kittson County,” is the product of the state WPA Writers' Project.
0. S. Nordine, publisher of the Kerlstad Advocate, furnished valuable material
releting to the sounty’s role in the World Wer,

Kittson's story begins ler back in time, Fermers plowing their fields
there have unearthed primitive tools end implements, tokens of the eborigines’
pessing, Closer et hand were the days of the Red River carts. Loaded with furs
from the northwest, the carts were & familiar and noisy attraction in the
streets of Mendots and young St, Paul., One observer deseribed the Red Kiver
shrieker. "It is simply a light box with a pair of shafts, mounted on an
axle connecting two enormous wheels . . « The whole cart 1s made of wood . . .
The axles are never greesed and they furnish an incessant enswer to the old
conundrum, 'What makes more noise than s pig under a gete?'™

The Minneapolis Tribume, '79, recorded action of the legislature in
defining Kittson's bounderies. 7That same year, the Crookston Journal said:
"Kittson county . . « one of the best for wheat raising eand stock, is rapidly
£illing up with & good class of people.”

Commercial progress was also noted in 1879, when the Tribume observed:
"The Red Wing mills ere to ereet a 100,000 bushel elevator, for the building
of which at St. Vineent, G. W, Chaffee, of Red Wing, has the contract."”

Barely twenty years before, St. Vincent had made the pages of Harper's Mag-
agine. The scene described was a half-breed dence in the town, "Jigs, reels
and quadrilles were danced in rapid succession . . « fresh dancers teking
the place of those on the floor every two or three minutes. The men were
stripped to shirt, trousers, belt and moccasins, and the women wore gowns

which had no hoops,”




lorman W, Eittson, for whom the county was nsmed, won admiring
attention from pioneer editors. In Jeanuery 1862, the St. Anthony Express
noted t he "arrival of the Hon, Norman W, Kittson . + « In sgixteen days
from Pembina, per dog train of eight fine dogs and sledge. Very good time
for a journey of six hundred miles, with only such & road as nature has
afforded,"”

In '82, the Minneapolis Folkebladet printed Scandianvian corres-
pondence from the vieinity of Halloek, "e new but attrastive town." The
letter concluded: "Rev. Lonne has visited the settlement a few times, and
we hope to be able to form a econgregation in the near future."

Kittson's peaceful development was interrupted in 1881 by en Indian
soare, It begen with rumors of quiet concentretions of tribal braves. Then

came the story of & war damce. Fearing the worst, barricades were thrown wp

end isolated settlers fled from their farms. But the expected blos did net

fell. And Sheriff Youngren, ordered tc make an official investigation,
reported to Governor Merriem: "The head chief . . « said that he wes very
grieved to think that the white men should think 8o i1l of them . « + The
noted dance wes only their annual festivel . . « Other Indians expressed
themselves in like memner, and seid they were afraid now that the whites
would not let them come smong them and trades We reassured them, and left

them in & contented frame of mind."




Grandfather's Day

Early history of Minneapolis public schools was declared very dife
ficult to obtain. An article in the Tribune in 81 sald that Mrs, S, Cs !
Winchell, school board secretery in 1876, had been at some peins to get it
and found her ohief gource of informetion to be resollections of old residents,
particularly Reve E; D, Neill,: The article continueds

"Before the close of 1849 the people in Distriet 5 erected the
schoolhouse the ruins of which still remain on Univeraity avenue between
Second and Third avenues; 5. E. This building was the first publiec edifice
in what i{s now Hennepin county and was used ..+ 2180 @8 & house of worshipese

"In November, 1851, an academy was completed in the square opposite
the present Winthrop school building. It waes ¢« really the nucleus of the

University of Minnesotases."

The article listed the oity's public schools that yeer (1881) as:

Washington, Lineoln, Jackson, Winthrop, Madison, Everett, Maroy, Franklin,
Adamsy Sumner, Jefferson, Monroe, Humboldt end the BHigh school, It Continueds:
"On the east side of the river.at Minneapolis, on a commending bluff
eos Stands the State University.s«. It was created by an eot of the territorial
legislature Pebruary 15, 186lssss The first bullding was a small wooden structure
standing just above the mille, fronting on Mein street, where in November, 1851,
& preparatory department wes opened,. In 1884 the present site was purchased,
"The institution suffered greatly by the financial reverses in 1867-'8,
and in 1864 a special commisgion, composed of John S, Pillsbury, John Nicols
end O, Cs Merriman, wes appointed, with full authority to sell property and pay
debtsssss In 1867 the legislature éppropriated money to renovate the building

which had stood empty for nearly 10 years, end the preparatory department was




opened in Ogtober with Réve. We Washburn, B. 4., @8 prineipal, with two assiste
ants, The university really dates its usefulness from the law of Februery 48,
1868, entitled 'An amet to reorganize the University of Minnesota, and to

establish an egricultural college therein.! "

The first kindergarten in Minneapolis, the story went on, "wes estabe

lighed’ in 1875 with about 12 pupils by Mrs. E. R, Holbrook, The school was
located on Seventh street, between Nicollet and Third evenues south, -The
schools now have incressed to four, one of which requires no fees for tuition.
The whole number of pupils is sbout seventy."

The same issue of the Tribune ennownceds "Gold and meroon have been

selected as the gollege colors by the University boys."
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Grandfather's lay

Tom and Jerry, those two merry oomedians, have arrived for their
annual visit. Tomorrow's news sheets will tell of orowded night spots and
heady high=jinks. Grandfether, retired into graylng dignity, may deny that
in his day he ever knew the fellows.: bDut the evidenge of the annsls is
azainat hims
bt '

Back in 1865, the Daily Vinnesotian, Jenuary 3@ ey Year's Lay

passed pleasantly in Ste Faules . A11 the gentlemen 'called,! and sll the

ladies wore 'at home,' wearing their most bewitching emiles and gragese « o
8¢+ Paul Laily Pioneer, January 4, 1885: “Business wae generally
suspended, and ull olasses went in for enjoymentes The nice young mens «
made a nwiber of cellss ¢ o A féew tried to drink all the egr=nogs in towne
The latter class enjoyed themselves for ewhile very nicely, but sbout dusk
we saw several ocarried home on shutters.”
Letter to the T'ribune, December 29, 1874: "Notiecing = communication
o s o from a lady suggesting the inmtroduction here of & custom prevalent else-

where, the publication on New Year's morning of the names of ledies who pro=

pose to receive and the pluce where, 1 wish to heartily seoond her motions

The custom 18 too pleamsant to be allowed to pass into disuse, and the waaing

of ite popularity is due mainly to the fmoct that we ladies have hung out
baskets instesd of keeping open houses”
Stillweter CGazette, 1876¢ "At midnight or thereabouts, supposed to
the hour for the departure of 1870 and the arrival of 1876, the bells in
the steeples were shaken up lively, sending out thelr dlsoordant musie on
the startled eer of nightes Some of the boys thought of banging off the

cannon at that eventful hour, but it wee found °n exemination that no oare




tridges were to be found, and the old machine wasn't in good condition any=

how for e right dewn good squere bang=up centennial shoot"

Tribune, 18763 "We wish everybody a good time, but we hope that in

order to secure a good time they will not find it necessary to indulge too
freely in the 'flowing bowl'+=let no heedache or calaboose bars interfere
with your customary Sunday devotions tomorrows" Elsewhere in the same
issue: "Hook & Ladder Nos 1 and Hose Company No. 2 would be pleased to
have their friends call on New Year's Day at their house on Third street.
They propose t0 receive on temperance prineiples only « « » plenty of good,
hot coffee and a modest lemon."

Once more the Tribune, 18781 "Messrs. kel Eddy and Geo. Felt gave a
steg ceard party and oyster supper on New Year's evening, at which they eater=-
tained about fifty of their gentlemen friendss It was a jolly compgnys The
night poliee foree were invited up to take refreshments, end it is told of a
gertain county official who was present that when he saw the scuad of boys
in blue march in, he had a very definite impression that they proposed to

'pull?! the place and sought & hasty retreats"




Grandfather's Day,

my

the following incident made something of a stir. At least, there

3 2 Y a 9 £ 1 n ;
was much bustle about its Perhaps it should be titled "It Couldn't lappen

here,” from a sense of civie prides And it didn'ts But it did happen in

Ste Paule The Daily Press of that oity printed the story on November 24, 1870

-

"Day before yesterday e handsome and fashionably dressed young lady

promenaded down Third street. She wore one of those besutiful silk ornaments
over her dress ealled pamniers, bustles or som thing of that sort, and to give
the protuberance due prominence.s Lfew coples of a daily newspaper had been

pannier and held

brought into requisition, the papers being placed under the i
in position by & string around the waist of the lady.

Moy

Now the wind, every now and then very ungallantly raised the silk

pannier suffieiently high to expose the uewspapers, so that anyone in the rear

]

ol

H
A

the fair promenader could very readily read the latest news upon this novel
and interesting bulletin boerd,

ey, 2 P e ] R na e - 1 snslideraed A renie b s OGN
‘his plan of furnishing news may be comsiderecd convenient by some,

$ q

but it is te be hoped the ladies in generel will not adopt the customs”

While on the subject of styles, this Owetomms item in the Tribune,
1881+ "Stovepipe hats are emong the latest adormments of our stylish young
city bloods,”

Among other amnels' quips and odditiess

Iribune, '60 ==«"The Detroit Daily Sneeger is & new Mimesote Journal,
It would make an appropriate supplement to the Bird Island Blizzard. "

§te Paul Press, '70: "A cheese faotory on Mr, Ellsworth's farm in

Randolph, Dakota county, is described es a 500 cowepower establishment.”




Grandfather's Dayes #2.

"Drs Ames yesterday successfully removed a fat tumor from the

.

shoulder of & lady in thie ¢itys Four physicians had informed her that it
could not be done without endangering her life. She is now very mueh ine
elined to think otherwise."

Tritune, '61: "A party of gentlemen with their terriers wemt to the
kitohen of one of the hotels last night and sleughtered 46 rets. The cook
attached @rop covers over all the rat holes which can be instantly lowered
by pulling a strings The kitchen is left quiet for a couple of hours and
the rats come out in swarmss The string is then pulled, the dogs let in,

and the fun commences,"”




randfather's

And 80, for into the night = the ancient Mimneavolis=St. Paul rivelry.
hag appeared before in echoes from Cprandfather's day, but amused researchers
ew barbs and shafts in old newspaper files.

Ste Paul Plioneor started one of the cities' mutuel tongue~lashings in

67 with: "A newspaper in a suburban village up the river objects to the neme
given by the directors of the Milwaukee & St. Paul rallwey to that roedsss This
objection will venlsh as soon asses the trein office of the Minnesots Division,
with cer works, machine shops and all the business of the line are removed to
this city,"

A month later, the Mimmeapolis reporter for the Pioneer smmounced
temporary pouring of oil on the troubled watersr "At last === We are greatly
Pleased to'announce that the word Minnespolis has been inserted in the name of
the Milweukee & Sts Paul Road, This is simply an sct of justice.”

liore 0il e==poured from both sidess St, Paul Pioneer Press, '763
“Why is not this & good time to consolidate the cities of 5t, Peul end Uimmeapolis?

The Mimespolis Tribune (oil edulterated): "There never was a bettor tineese Vo

propose o throw you a tow line in the shape of & street rallwey very soon, and

pull you up to the Seat of Destiny,"

Iribune in '70 (with the hammer out again): "St. Paul policemen are
complaining that outside towns are shipping indigent ecripples to that cityecee
yet that is Just what they have been dolng with reference to Mimmeapolise"

Albert Lea Enterprise, seme yenr, didn't help matters much: "Mime-
apolis claims over 50,000 populetion, sbout 10,000 more then St Paul, end it
makes Lhe latter fellows awful med, toos In spite of 5t, Paul's capitel, Mime=

apolis with her enterprise and manufacturies is destined to outrank St. Peul,”




wasn't exactly an olive branch, either:
"There seems me hope that the legislature will decide to remove the

ocapital from Ste. Paul to Kandiyohlees It will be for the best interests of

the State to remove the seat of legislation from Ste FPaul, where it is now

surrounded by every evil influence that it is within the power of man to de=

vises Cive the poor members a chance for their lives snd virtue.”
Yes, far into the nightl

* *




Crandether's Day,
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Ammouncement thet Mimnesota Temperance Movement, Ince has started
¢ campaipgn for emsotment by the legislature of stricter laws regarding hard
liquor and definition of beverages containing more than half of one percent
alohhol emphasiges that the troublesome wet=dry issue 1s always an lssue.

Pioneer ennals ere full of commént on this subjects 4n early mention
was in the Mimmesota Piloneer, '40: " A division of that popular institutiom,
the Sons of Tempersnce, is about to be organiged in Ste Pauls”

Mimmesota Reglster, same yoar: " The number of retail liquor
establislments in St. Paul and other towns of the Territory is a LEETIE
too greet forsse public morelss It is the subject of remark by strangers
and gives us & bad nemes"

In '52 ===pass the halo, please ~===St, Anthony Falls Express: "There
is not a gambling institution, or a whiskey grecery or grog shop In towne Ve
have 1o need for those who frequemt such placess”

But the very next year ~-=put that halo back ===the same Lxpress:

"A Billiard saloon has been openedses How much this will contribute to morality,
tomperance and industrysss remains to be seens”

Hastings reached for the hale in '66. lakeside item in Mimmesotiani
Hastings is going sheadees Vie have one grog shop on the sly, but expect to close
this up, hand and foot, after the vietory of the Republican Party at the next
election,"

Mankato correspondence in St. Peter Courler, '65: "On the morning of

the 8th Jof November/, tho citizens turned out en messe and broke up all the

liquer shope in towns"




limesotian, '681¢

"Let us hearsss sbout the free Liquor Saloon kept

iness the Capitol under superintendence of the Nailroad Companies to ine

fluence members of the

Uimnespolis Tribune, 106:
saloonssse and tried to persuade the keepers to
the streetess The falr pleaders did not succeed.

Stillwator Cazette, 'G6:

the sidewalks and replacing
the vicinity of the saloons
plecessss The walks leading

pairing so often,"

-

2 " n
legislature.

"

The women of Rushford vieited the

tura their..s.liquors into

] "

-

"The amnual tearing up of broken places in

them with new plank has commenceds The walks in
generally require mending of‘tener that in other

toward the various churches do not require re~




CGrandfather's Days

Cumningham's comet, now visible in Mimnespeolis, was press=agented
for eome time sheads But a story in Mimmescta's amnnls tells of another which,
while pgetiing no sdvance notices, made no bones about letting its presence be

wovne A Ste Paul paper, in consequence, was approached by anxious inguiries
from Northfield and Anclam to explain what went on overhead.

The Pioneer Press, Jamary 81, '65, seid:

"On Saturday morning last just before sunrise, a remarksble meteor

made its sppearance which was describeds. by some of our own 5t. Paul early
risers who observed itess 88 2 meteorie transit secross the east or northeast
of a luminous body like a comet, making an extensive track and accompenied by
& orash resembling the breaking up of ice on the Mississippi river, and follow=
ed by a smoke which lasted some times

"Wie have this morning two communicetions, one from Anoka, 28 miles
northwest of Ste Paul, and one from Northfiield, 40 miles south, both relating
to the curious phencmenons”

The present sky visitor eppears very genteel and umobtrusive, howevers

Queer coincldences crop out in the ammalss The Stillwmter Casette, for
instance, told a story in '77 credited to George W, Peock, at that time editor of
the la Crosse Sun and & member of the Wisconsin legislatures It was none other
than this same CGeorge W. Peck who later became govermor of the DBadgar state and
vho wrote the classie "Peck's Bad Boys:" The Cagette:

"George W. Peck of the la Crosse Sun is the victim of an unpleasant
misunderstanding, He has sequired some considerable reputation in the lecture

field end the people of e neighboring city were desirous of securing his services.




But we will let him explain:
" tThe papers all around here are seying 1 have a new Sunday lecture
with a bad titlesse A Han in a nelghboring city telegrephed me to know
would deliver a Sunday lecture, and to answer Ly telegraphs I thought
some joke of the boyse The idea of my delivering a Sunday lecture wes
"

s0 in a moment of thoughtlessness 1 telegraphed backi =e- "lhat the devil do you

toke me for?" Ie telegraphed back: "All rights We have advertised you for Sune

"

m_1

daye Subject e=e What the Devil Do You Iake Ne For?*
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Admission gust anncunced of Lydia £, Erickson, Minneapolis,
to the bar, along with 16 men, causes mo flurry in these equal=rights
days, butia woman lawyer yeers ago was a Nos 1, Class A novelty,

FPirst Minnesots Portia mentioned in ammals was an Iowen, Martha
Angle, and she rated this in the Tribune, September 30, 1876:

"On the 156th of this month the name of Martha Angle was pree
sented to the Court of Common Pleas for admission to the bar of Hemmepin
countys The matter was referred to the proper comnittee, and if the ree
port is favorable Minnespolis will probably bosst a female lawyer. The
lady is from Iowa end comes highly recommended,”

When the first court was held in the territory of Mimmesota,
it wvas an occasiom for social sotivity as well as legals Himmesote

LU L

Register, August 11, '49: " Next Monday, the first court held in our
territory will comience its sitting at Stillwater, lon. Asron Goodrich
presiding, Of course, this being something of an epoch in our Territorial
history, a goodly number, aside from lawyers, judges, suitors, witnesses
and jurors, will be in attendencesss & grand ball is to be given by the
propristor of the Stillwater House.,"”

August 25, same month, the Mimmesota Piomeer: "On Monday last
his Hon. Judge Meeker organiged his court at the house of Vr. Bean,
on the west side of the falls of St, Anthony..s Let it be remembered in

all coming time thet the first inquest ever held in the second distriet

of Minnesota was in en old grist mill,"




Pioneer again, '61: "We have over forty lawyers in St. Paul,"”

They received publicity bougets, sometimes, when they were ade
mitted to practice. Red Wing Republicamn, Ostobep 22, '58: "Messrs lans
lattson, C. C, VWebster and Jesse H, Parker have been duly examined,..
and admitted to practices.. They are all gentlemern of ability, and they
will do the profession no discredit."

Then they started to orgenige. Fioneer & Democrat, "58: "An
association of the members of the bar of Scott county was formed at the
recent term of the District Court at Shakopee,"

A bouquet in reverses Mimeapolis Tribume, '67¢ "THE COUNTRY
IN AN AWFUL STATE ee Vg are informed by Mre G. Willieme, Deputy Assessorss
that 61 lawyers have already takem out licensessess in this county."

Finally, they arrived at the banquet stage. Pioneer, January 21,

'71: "The Dekota county ber had their first Ammual Supper at Hastings on

Fridey laste"
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Grandfather is prone to refer, often longingly, to the "good old
dayse" After recent experiences in Minnesota, he is not saying much sbout the
"cood old=fashioned snowstorms,” But there ere plenty of other "good olds."
For instance, the good old sports. Here is a sample from the St. Paul Press,
1723 o

"Fun at the Fair-~Amongrth0 errangements pending for public emusement
at the coming state fair is one to be called the Potato game, An indefinite
number of rows of potatoes; 100 to a row, will be laid on a level stretch of
ground, the game to be governed by the following rules: these potatoes will be
leid singly, each two feet from its predecessor, thus making the rows 200 feet
longs"™' The article goes on to say the contestants will be placed "one at each
row, provided with a basket which he is to place beside the first potato, and,
at a given signal, all are to commence picking up the potatoes one at a time and
dropping them into the basket which remains at the head of the rows Of course
a journey is made to end from the basket for every potato.”

The Days of Heal Safety=-=Tribune, '79: "Beware the dogi (Postal)
carriers are not required to run the risk of being bitten by dangerous dogs in
delivering mail matters, Persons keeping such dogs must call at the postoffice
for their mail."

Days of Real Enterprise==Tribune, '8l3 "Carbter & Cos have got the
contract for putting electric bells in Do Es Carr's fine house on Hennepin ave=

nue, the only boarding house in the city that has electric bells."

Days of Real Reform=-Tribune, '82s "The Owatonna barbers have agreed

to remember the Sabbath Day end to keep it holy."




Days of Real Gardening=-=Tribune, '79: "Colleot some soot from a chimney
or stove where wood is used for fuel, put it into an old pitoher and pour hot

water upon it. When cool, use it to water your plants every few deys. The

effect upon the pleants is wonderful."

Days of Real Diseipline=-Tribune, '79¢ - "Last evening a woman known
as the Queen of Diemonds got into an sltercation with her husband, John Diamond,
near the east side depots An officer run the unhappy family in."

And then==lays of Real Bables==Tribune, '8l: "Stillwater proudly
boast the biggest one=day baby in the states Le weighs 17 pounds and points

with pride to Johnnle Johnson of the fire department as his father."

oo o o e e
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Every once in a while, the annals show, embitious communities here
and there in Minnesota desire to change county seatss The effort of Hutchin=-
son to become the seat of Meleod county in place of Glencoe has recently made
news. Now comes a petition for a special election in Yellow Nedicine county to
remove the seat of its government from Granite Falls to Clarkfleld. This peti-
tion, with 6,778 signers, is in the hands of the county auditors

The move by Clarkfield boosters recaells a battle royal in Grand gounty
back in '81, when Herman sought to wrest the honor from Elbow Lalkee-end won by
the wee margin of six votes. Subsequently, however, Elbow Lake got the seat
backes Seid the Minneapolis Tribune at that times

"Governor Pillsbury yesterday issued his proclamation regarding the
removal of the county seat of Grant county from Elbow Lake to the vlillage of
Herman, in accordance with the vote thereon and the law authorizing the vote,
The total vote was 439 for removal and 433 egainste

“"Returns also have been received from Iraverse county, wherein 304
votes were cast for removal of the county seat from Browns Valley to Nendada,
and 288 egainst.”

There might be a lively tilt in Yellow liediecine, with the Clarkfield
Advocete advecating the change end the Grenite Falls Tribune “tribuning" ageinst
1t

Leaving the field of Qolitics and entering that of religious litera-
tures Does some Minneapolis household still have a copy of the «nclent Bible
desoribed in an 1881 issue of The Tribune?

“There was laid upon the Tribune editorial desk todey the oldest ocopy




of the sacred scriptures that can be found in Americas It is the property of

Profs Ces C. Curtiss, of this oity, into whose possession it came by descent
through meny generations of the Curtiss familye » s The family record in the
book is written with the names of the family going beck as far as 1630, when
the pame was written 'Turtis.! Very lerge sums have been offered for it at
different times, but it was too precious to be parted with, . « It was printed
by John Crespin in 1568« « « This is probably what is known as the Censva
Bible, translated by English exiles at Ueneve in Queen ¥ary's reign, Coverdale,
Goodman, Gilbie, Sampson, Cole, Wittingham and Knox."

Churles Cornell Curtiss, educatior, came to Minnesota in 1862 and
settled in Minneapolis in 1874, establishing a business college. He was promi=

nent in Masonrys
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Defense, not only nationmal but state, is occoupying the publiec mind, and
in Minnesota a home defense organization is being formed to take the place of
the National Guard when it is eway. Home defense, of course; is not new to
Gophetdome The existence of the Home Cuard during the World War is well rew
memberds It is interesting to note what was done along this line back in %65,
when home defense was organiged ageinst the Indian perdl, St, Paul Press, May 93

“As the frontier settlements are greatly exeited by the late Indien murders,
they will be interested to know all that is belng dong to ald thems :

"Oou the Gthe inst,, Adjutant General Malmros issued an order authoriging
Cole Bs Fe Smith, of Mankato, to organize e¢s in addition to the mounted minute
men called for by General Orders Noy 4, & force of volunteer millitia, either
mounted men or infentry or both, es cirpumstences nay requires The entire force
organiged not to exoeed 600 men,

"Cole Smithte district is divided into two subdivisionms, the first to
consist of Blue Earth, Niesllet and Cottommwood end the second to consist of
Brown, Vatommn, Faribault, Martin and Jaekson courties # each subdivision to
be under camand of a Major,

"These troops are to be disbanded whenever the Comender=ineChief shall
direct, but while in the service they are to be governed by the rules and regue
lations of the armys Col, Smith is authorised to sall them out and retire them
as the emergoncy requires, vdthou;h swalting orders from headgquarters,”

VWhile on the subjeot of soldiers, this also from the Sts Paul Press, in
June of the same year, 1066, tells of the first move toward ¢stablishing a
Soldiers! Home, the original purpose being very different from that of the

present olaborate Minneapolis institutions




"An adjourned meeting of eitizens was held at Joe Miller?s office last
evening teo transact business relative to establishing & soldiers? home. An
executive coomittee was appointed, consisting of Isaac Markley, J. s Stuart,
My Be Patterson, Je Po Pond and R, Hy Fltge, This committes was instructed te
collect funds and ocarry out the objeet of the organigation, which is %o estabe

1lish a soldiers? hame whete scattering soldiers who are consbantly passing

through the oity may be supplied with meoals and lodging during their 'bémpora.ry

stay,"”
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It was & nice, snug little hamlet they had up et the

head of the lekes, to judge by what Observer wrote to the Minneapolis

Iribune in 1881, . In faot, the Puluth correspondence wes headed, "The

Zenlth City Right Side Up and Confident of & Prosperous Future.”

The writer noted a grain elevator in existence and enother
going up, and went on: "Extensive improvements are making in the docks,
and the facilities for handling the immense freight which will come up
the lakes are already great, and there will be at this point one of the
best natural and artifical ports thet can be found on the entire chain
of lekeses o

"The blast furnsce on Rice's Point is now in successful
operation, and iis daily capacity 1s about 25 tons of pig metals This
furnace, by its amual consumption of wood, will aid very materially in
clearing the forests around the head of the lake s + &« The lumber trade
is developing into large proportions s « « The Ste. Louis river has been
improved during the past winter so as to float logs from its hesdwaters
end its brenches dowm to St. Louis bay, where the mills are located, and
within the present year the growth of this trade will be enormouse

This business will grow more rapidly then the iron mamufacture,
but the latter branch will at no distant peroid make this point one of the
best iron-producing markets of leke Superiors s e

"Real estate has felt the benefits of these developmentss
A large mmber of buildings are going up this spring, a few of them of
brick and stone, but the greater pert of freame « « « One reason given for

not using brick is the present scarcity of the article, there not being sny

on hand ¢ «




"Prospect of an eary opening of navigation is now the
absorbing topice « ¢ ice extends down the lake nearly 150 miles, and is
unbroken and three feet thicke o « In 1873 and 1876 it broke up early,
and while solid it was driven by the northeasters to the heed of the
lake end jammed in fast, end did not disappear in 1873 until June 18,
and in 1876 it was here until July 4, although boats came through in
both years in the early part of. June.

In other years the lake and harbor were open early in May,

and the prospect now is good for ite "aing so this year,"
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Next Mondey the Mimnesota legislature again will be in our
midsts Ploturesque and, from today's point of view, unique things are
recorded in Minnesota annals as its lawmakers have pursued theiy legisg=
lative paths,

It 21l begen with the first session of the Territorial

legislature in '49, when the Territory of Mimmesota was officially

organigede That firet session was held on September 3, in the Central

House hotel, Second and Mimmesota streets, Sts Paul, In 1857 there was
the almost successful attempt to transfer the capitel to St, Feter =
a classic tale of fromtier highejinks, In 1893 a bill appropriating two
million dollars for the present capitol was passed, settling the permanent
location in the Saintly City.

What? No politios? Mimmesota Register, 1849: " Ve do not
note the result (of the first territoriel elestion) as so many Whigs and
so many Democrats to the Legislaturej party politics did not emter into
the contests We hope that it will find no place in the Territorisl
Legislature,”

What? No bank? Chronicle and Register, seme year: 4.
A bill incorporating en Insurance Compemy was before the houseess there
appeared a great aversion to anything like banking pr1ivileges being granted
any compeny eee Minmnesote does not yet want e bank, The time may come, when
8 proper charter of this kind may be useful and necessarys

Page George M, Cohan} St. Paul Press, 1815: "The dome of the
capitol was yesterday adorned with a new flag 12 yards long and 20 feet

wides The flag was made to order by R. 0., Strong."




Then the fire which destroyed the first cepiteol. Mimme=
apolis Tribune Mereh 2, 1881: "The fire broke out at 9:16s Both branches
of the legislature were busy sss and the galleries and lobbies were crowded.s.
with a suddemness which is beyond descriptionesss the members of both branches
were apprised of the fact that the building was on fire. « ¢« A great sheet
of flame held possession of the corridor into which the main and only staire
way leads, The origin of the fire lis wrapped in some mystery ses The
structure was worth not less than $80,000, and contained the accumulation

of years which cammot be replacedsss Secretary Williams cf the Historical

Society took personal supervision of the removal of the waluable and note

to=be=replaced articles in his departmenty which were carried to the

Universalist church opposite the capitols.”
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lore mbout Minnesota legislative sessions in grandfather's
days Mimmesotlam, 1866s° - " It would take & lot of patience to wade through
this lengthy decument Covernor Gorman's message to the lawmakers)se e
He gives statistics ses takes pot shots at the !Know Nothing' end highly

praises President Pierce's administration."

selected see the proprietors of the Winona Argus, Ste Croix Union and Northe
western Demoorat as their printers c.e friends of ss¢ S5t. Paul papers made

desperate efforts (to get the work/ and are said to be much chagrined at

Mirmesotian, 1856t "On the assemblage of the Legislature,
Governer refused to deliver his message, for the reason as was supposed
that the constitution mede it obligatory see to elect a publie printer and

choice of the members it wes understood was in favor of e paper opposed

to his Excellencyes Subsequently he consented to send in his message, and
then the Legislature declined tr receive it on the supposed ground that they
ere expecting a new Governorsss His message, however, leaked out end has
been printed in all the papers.”

In enticipation of statehood the following year, the Territory

had its state legislature already eleoted in 167, Ploneer Demoorat in

December: "In the House, the machinery of legislation was put feirly in

motione The question as to the legality of the meeting of the Legislature
prior to the admission of the State into the Union wes raised, but not

discussedess further than to ley the motions upom the table,”




Thet seme memth, the Ploneer Democrat: "lMre. Fladeland
offered a resolution, provided for the translation of the Govermor's
message inte the Swedish langusge, end 500 copies were ordered printed,
which was adopted.”

Meet Miss Mimnesota ===a new member of the sisterhood of
statesl Mimmesotien, Mey 25, 1858: "The néw officers of the State Govern=
ment and the members of the Supreme Cowrt were yesterday sworn inmto office
at the Capitols The ship of state is therefore fairly i motion.” During
the first recess, the cepitol wes " thoroughly cleansed and repaired..e

The basement has beem  purified.”

June 10, 1858, Pioneer Demoerat: "The s+ lLepislature
» I ] L

Thursday met in joint session to hear the inaupurel address of Governor
Sibley."

Early oritisisms Pioneer Demoerat, July 1868, a letter to
the editors "The present Legislature is surely destined to signalize it~

self by more acts of selfish and dishonest legislation then any other which

has preceded it."
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A last backwerd glence at Minnesota leglslaturea, es one gets under
way today. Sometimes, it appears, they used a yardstiock to measure a
men's ability. The Pioneer and Democrat in '61 announced: "D, Blakely
of the Rochester Post is the Clerk elect. . « o He 18 rather remerkable
in his physique, being sbout eight feet severn inches high,"

There was & bad spell along in February of that year., FPioneer and
Demoerat:s "Several House bills came into the Senate yesterday in whieh
ocourred such spelling as the following: Stearns coumty, written "Sterns';
mail route written 'rout'; oprime fecie written 'primie facia'; ete, If
they had come from some members of the House no one would be surprised, but
they were enrolléed bills, in hendsome handwriting,"

Veteran preference - Pioneer, 18831 "We respectfully suggest to the
« o » Legislature the propriety of putting some of the maimed soldlers intc
the ninor offices sbout the Capitol."

St. Paul Press, 16631 "It is a noticable fact that among the members
end officers of both houses there is not a native of Minnesote,"

An esrly-day junket « Pioneer, 18663 "Both houses have adjourned ., . .
to allow a large delegation to visit the state prison at Stillwater. If
Mir, Prootor would turn the keys on them for 30 days, end keep them hard at
work in the ococper's shop, they would be doing the State quite as good
gervice as if they were engeged in tinkering with the constitution end the
lews. There is a steady demeand for good barrels, while the world is
governed too mueh,”

Mirneapolis Chronisle, 1867: “"The reilroeds . » o have given passes
¢ ¢ o to the members of the Legislature for 60 days, just the length of

the sessgion 4 « « If the members are to be complimented with tickets, 2
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whole year would be more complimentary."

Minneapolis Tribune, 1866: "The senate refused to send a smelling

committee to St, Peter to inquire into the conduct of the insane asylum,
In 1941 the wheels of legislation are again turning, It will be
some time before editors cen say es did the St. PaulPress in 18661 "The

Legisleture has ceased from troubling snd the weary are at rest,”

o
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There have been plenty of plagues in Gopher history, but Minhesota
could take it, Which observetion is prompted by the ennouncement that
the State Medical Associstion is undertaking s "state study of colds."
Farly mention of a dreed disease in this territory - when it really was
& territory « was in the Pioneer, April 2€, 1849: "The 8. B, Cors arrived
at 5t, Faul from below yesterdey, Some ceses of cholers reported,” There
were three deaths among the passengers,

Ploneer, 1862: "Many people down with 'dysentery and diarrhes, We
never experienced an epidemic in St, Paul before."

Stillwater Messenger, December 1858: "Soarlet Fever hes been preveiling
o« ¢ o for some weeks g s ¢ o & number of deaths heve occurred mmong children."

8t. FPaul Press,; 6 "Diphtheria « s « i85 becoming prevalent in some

parts of the State . intil the Doctor errives, temporary relief cen be

aefforded by gergling the throet every 10 minutes with . . . salt and weter.,"

Sts Peter ‘ribune, 1€63s "Several cases of (spotted fever) occurred
here during the last week, proving fatal to esch,"

State Atles, Minnespolis 664 his much dreaded scourge (smallpox)
has eppesred . . « There 18 no immediste ceuse for & smallpox panic;  still
it is earnestly enjoined on everybody to be at once veceineted."

Mirnespolis Chroniele, 1867: "Measles hes full sway in this oity « &
Saffran and sege sre in greet demend. Many houses have become hospitels.”

Hinneapolis Tribume, 1870: "John Picket »f St. Charles has lost six

with scerlet fever."”

Wright County times, 1871: "There is & pauper in Stockholm whd hes &

strenge diseese, le mere skelton, and yet eats as much as two ordinary
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men and drinks two buckets of water every dey, The county pays §4 & week for

his support.”

Minnesota eould teke it. But grandfether intends to knoek on wood and

cooperate in the enti-cold-flu~pneumonia campaign.
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Minneepolis Tribune, 1878: “The legislature has appropriasted $600 for
a2 monument in Meeker county to the first five persons killed in the Sioux

mASEaCTe,

Tribune, 1880: "Lightning rod swindlers have been operating in Swede

Grove, The fermers think them worse than the lightning itself.
By and lerge Meeker hes been through quite e lot, it appeers, and should

be in fine shape to stand the next "test.”




l. Grandfathers's Day,

"The editor sits in his easy chair," And at his age, 90
years last month, William Edwards Easton, editor of the Stillwater
Gazette and dean of Minnesota Journalism, deserves to have the seat
easys Ie has held the editorial job there 70 years after having come
west in '57, when Minnesota was still a territory,

Stillweter had vigorous champions even before the Gagette got
under ways The following is en example, It was written to the Minme-
sotian in July 1864, three years before the boy Easton arrived with
his parents, and contradicted an article in the St. Anthony Express
which referred es a "ourious looking burg" end to its men as types of
the hard-fisted democracy who ignored coats and vests. The Minnesotian
letter:

"Stillwater is a town of at least 800 inhabitants... Prom this
point the S5ts Croix river is navigsble to Taylor's Falls, a distance of
30 milesess Stillwater is the business depot of the S5ts: Croix Valley,
end we venture to say that, leaving out of view the speculating in lands

and considering the legitimate business of o town, as large if not larger

amount of business is done in it than at St. Anthonyees Our friends et

Ste Anthony may squirm a little, but it is a fact that steamboats cane
not ascend the Mississippi river et any time as far as St Anthonyess
in this respeet she is behind Stillwater, for there, es we have shown
end as is practically proved, they bave the advantage of constant navie

gation,




|
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hen, Ste Anthony i1s on the same side of the Mississippi
with Ste Pauless Now can there be two places of any importence so
near together and bearing the seame local relation as St. Paul and
Ste Anthony? One must, at its acme, be a hamlet; and as to which,

in these instences, will be the hamlet we apprehend no doubt at this

dates The interests of the two places are in direct opposition and

conflict with each others
"Not so with Stillwaterj the interests of the St. Croix Valley
are her interests, and these in no wise conflict with Ste Paulsse
"Instead of being 'eooped up between the bluff and lake St.
Crodx'ses there are four blocks bullt up directly beck from the lake
shore, and the streets run perellel with the leke on level ground for
& distence of a quarter of a miles There are two good hotels, both
of which are kept open winter and summeres Then there are three saw=
mills in operation end two in process of erection..s and the (St,
Anthony) editor will find, too, on a more extended scquaintence with

the 5t Croix, that there is refinement both of feelings and menners,"”
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Cnce more Uncle Sam has reached out and taken some of
Minnesota's fighting force for national dutye. The Netional Guard leaves
the state with cheers of the home folks ringing in its ears,and nobody
doubts that every man jack of them will give. a good account of himself,
In the matter of deportment, the Guard hes a notable Mimnesote example
to match,

Reve M, Hodges, writing to the St. Paul Press from Tenneessee
in 1865, said:

"Editors=== Permit an old man of three score and twelve years,
who has been trying to preach the gospel nearly forty years, the use of a
small space in your papers As I wish to bear testimony to the general up=

right end good conduct of the 1lth Minnesota,Infantry Volunteers, conmended

by Coles James Gilfillan, They have been stationed in Summer county, Tennessee,

about eight months, and have faithfully discharged their whole duty = guard=
ing railroads, keeping guerrillas under, and keeping order in the countys

"While they have been a protection to the eitigens, they have
respected their persons, property end homess I have not heard a word of
complaint against thems All the citigens from Gallatin to Mitchelsville,
twenty miles, are ready and willing to testify to their honest and gentle~
menly conduet end high soldierly deportmentess. It being so rare that an en-
tire regiment are honest, I wish to publish to the good people of Mimmesota that
the 1lth Minnesote have distinguished themselves, This is no fulsome panegyric
but a plain statement of facts that hundreds would be ready and willing to

testify tos"




1t is not to be presumed that the members of the First Heavy
Artillery wore "cake eaters" as we understand the phrase today. DBut

Ste Paul Press, the same year, '65: "One hundred men of the
First Heavy Artillery will arrive this morning (June 28) on the Northern

Belle, and as they are to be entertsined at the Soldiers' Home, it is highly

necessary that contributions be sent in eary this morning,
N\

"At a late hour last night, several pies and cakes together with
some puddings and a few other articles had been sent in, but not sufficientses
It 1s earnestly to be hoped that our citizens will not fail to bring or sendess
eatables such as ples, cekes, butter, milk, and, in fact, anything that will

gratify the palate."

o o R e O o




Grandfather's Day

Attention Postmaster Coan = a centennial idea for your organigationi
This year will round out 100 years since the establishment of the first poste
office in Minnesota. That was at Point Douglas, at the mouth of the 8t
Croix, in July 1840,

As early as the 1820's, of course, Fort Snelling had & postal service
of its own between there and Prairie Du Chien, But that was a military
matter,

Before St. Paul was raised to the dignity of a postoffice town, steame
boat captains used to leave mail at Henry Jackson's general store. When
Uncle Sam ordered an honest=toe=goodness postoffice in that commumity in
April 1846, the store continued to be the location and Jackson was named
postmaster, Stillwater got its first office a few months earlier, in January.

8t. Anthony became & postoffice town in 18489, end Ard Godfrey wes first
postmaster. Minneapolis, St. Anthony's aggressive neighbor across the river,
had its first appointed postmester in 1864, Dr, Hezekiah Fletcher, It was
more than a year, however, before the government extended its delivery route
to Minneapoliss Meanwhile, Dr., A, E. Ames assumed the task of bringing the

meil over from St. Anthony, sometimes in his hat.

Once the thing got under way, "more and better"™ postoffices appeared,

as population inoreased, although there was an occasional setback to the
developments For instance, the Press in "64 recorded that the assistant
postmaster general, refusing a request from the legislature for trieweekly
service betwesn Rochester and Mower City, saids "The alleged necessity «se

does not appanr,"




In 1868 the St. Paul Press annownceds "In 1853 Minnesota had four poste
offices. Now she has 538,"

There was & veritable spasm of postoffice establisiment in 1878, the
Minneapolis Tribune recording, among otherss

"Bird Island, Renville county .«+3 Hale, Mcleod county see§ Lisbon,
Yellow Medioine county ««e) Little Texas, Morrison county «.e3 Norwegian
Grove and Leaf Mountain, Otter Tail county ..} Scandia; Washington county
ees) Holy Cross, Clay county ..e3 Horse, Lincoln county ..s3 Germania, Mower
county +.+3 Vaaler, Lac qui Parle county sese"

In 71 they made whoopee for & new postmester, Tribunes  "Capt, Harkins,

the new postmaster at Rochester, received a serenade from his friends on the

evening the news of his appointment came. He is a popular soldier, lost an

arm at Chicamauga,"”
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Now you see ik, now you don'te It's the same old game, only streamlined for
moderns, and they were streamlined mystery makers who gathered in IMinneapolis recently
for a dimer of the sociéty of Mimmesota Maglclans,

Before state newspapers bepan to record the feats of prestidigitators, there was
awe in the presence of the wmexplainable, Such an event was set down in a letter, dated
1844, written in French by Father Ravoux, ploneer Minnesota priest, to Bishop Loras of
Dubuque, "Some traders emong the Indians had been waiting several days for a boat loaded
with varied merchandise, One day they said, ¢ ¢ let us go and consult the oracle, he will
give us some news of the boat, The oracle was an old savage who was accepted as a soothe
sayers They agreed to give him a present and betook themselves to his lodge. « « The cracle
put himself in a state of commmion with his spirits, ¢ + Then he ammoumced to the traders
that the beat had not been able to move forward because of the wind which vas too strong,
that on the morning of the next day they would see it appears o « Tho next day the traders
assemnbled, They were astounded to see that everything the old savage had told them was the
truth, Two witnesses of this happening deseribed it to me,"

One of the first entertainment events of record in the state involved magic,
Mmmesota Chronicle (St, Paul) 1849; "The American Fire King will gratify the citizens of
this place with an Exhibition of His Power to withstand a very high degree of Heat, at the
American House, on the evening of FRIDAY, July 6th, at early candleelight, by performing
the following experimentss 1. By eating burning sealingewax, 2, By eeting live fire coals,
3¢ By drawing a redshot iron over his face, hands, halyr, &e., &¢e 4, By drinking boiling
brandy, 5, By eating molten lead, 6, By emitting a Burning Flame from the mouthe ¢ o"

Sleighteof«hand artists, illusionists and ventriloquists were popular in the
state throughout the Sixties. "Signor Blitz" of Philadelphia, featuring a troupe of "learned

canary birds," pleased audiences in St, Anthony and Minneapolis in 1860. Professor Kahr,

"King of Conjurors," gave a domonstration in Minneapolis in '64, VM, Fartz was a sensatiomal

attraction at the Pence Opera House in the summer of '68,
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Of Harts's performance the Tribwne saids "The instamtaneous growth of flowers
end the floating head were the most prominent features of the entertainmente. ¢ ¢ The faclle
i%y with which Harts would gather silver quarters from the air or spin halfedollars from
the $ip of his mogiec wand was ploasant to contemplates « o The silk hat from which so many

articles of tin ware were talen wms indeed a fertile one, covering soveral tables with its

contents, among which were half a dogsen Chinese lanterns, trimmed and burning, and a hoep

gkirt made by an apprentice. o "
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It's Minnesota carnival season again, Ste James leads off, with King
Cs A, Torkelson presiding over the threec day fete starting Jamary 24, and
all Watorwan county is expected to gather at the county seat for the doings,
Next comes Ste Paul?s big annual winter sports affair,

It was in 1885 that George Thampson, newspaper editor, started the
carnival idea ixn the state capitale The first event was held next year,
1886+ The olty's latter-day celebrations last a week, but the opening ome
was @& whole month long, begimning February 1,

The Piongcer Press issued a special ocarrnival edition Jamary 3l. Next
day the paper, desderibing the leo palace whose offspring have done so much
to make the Ste Paul carnivals famous, said:

"The palace itself 18 see illumineted by electric lights from foundation
to turretsees Iwo evenings have been set apart for the storming and repulse
of the sastle, when the forces engeped will use rockets and roman candlesse
The (carnival) association has procured 20,000 ten=ball candles,”

Next day, February 2, the paper said the palace's formal opening "was
the occasion of a monster torchlight parade, in which 6,000 uniformed members
of various loocal and visiting toboggan, snowshoe, skating and ourling elubs
took vartesss The opening of the ice palace was the begimming of the winter
carnival, the first in the history of the northwesty and means the inaugura-

tion of a season of entertalmments, receptions, balls, masquerades and winter

sportssees Frominent among the indoor entertaimmentes is that of the Snowshoe

Club of Winnipogesses Houses alomg the route of the parade were decorated.,se
front windows were iliwminated, candles, gas jets and cleetris lights being

brought into use,”




That the boys wore was reported with gusto, For examples “layor Rice
was bundled in fur parments and a fur oap s+se President (of the associstion)
Piteh wore a heavy fur coat over his carnival costume which consisted of a
handsome blue and white blanket jacket see with blanket lmee breeches, blue
stockings, moceasine and a red togue,”

"This evening's program,” the story went om, "will include a pramenade
ooncert at Carmival Halleees Iadies will wear afbernoon sostumes with bomnets,
while gentlemen are expected to appear in full evening dress,”

Tn the February 4 issue, the arrival of the king was proclaimed: "The

magnificant sleigh Nightingale, fitted with white fur robes and drawm by

10 white horses see Wwaitedesse The train from the north pulled in ¢es Borealis

then alighted and tock his seat in the royal chariot, looking every inch a

1‘-.’1!1{’;."
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Announcement of incorporation of a unique foundation by Charles K, Blandin

to promote the welfare of the people of Grand Rapids, Mimnesota and vielnity

focuses public attention upon the lively capital of Itasca county,

As late as 1870, a trip by water to the site of Grand Rapids was news,

A Little Falls letter to the Ste Paul Pioneer commented:s "The new steamer built
by Capte CGeorge Houghton e¢se to run between Little Falls and Polegama Falls ¢es
passed up to Little Falls and got over all safe without any trouble save a
little hard work ¢ees Capbe Houghton displayed a great deal of coolness and
caution in managing his boat in dangerous places,"

A disaster was recorded by the la Prairie Magnet on May 7, 1891: "Fire
gseiged upon the village of Grand Rapids at 2 o'elock Wednesday morning, and
lef't nothing but charred s ruins on that portion of the main business strect
where had stood the Hohnson House and MeAlpine's saloon s+ The Pokegama hotel,
aoross the street, was badly scorched,"

On June 11, same year, the Grand Rapids liagnet reprinted a tribute frem
the Duluth Daily Newss "This place sse Was originally a trading post and lumber
supply pointesess With the building of the Winmipeg road, it became at once the
depot of supplies and general distributing peint for the lumbering operations
of the upper Mississippi river se¢es Grand Rapids has an exoellent school house,
eourt house, Presbyterian church and a Catholie church soon to be built oo
end a $12,000 hotel just opened, containing 62 rooms for guests, and which will
be conducted in a first class manner, It has excellent water power, one saw
mill which though small is the begimning of & mamufacturing industry which
promises to became ome of the leading features of the plase, Arrangements
are being made to secure the location of a pulp milleess Ite healthful climate

sse ite air laden with that resinous quality peculiar to pine and spruce regions,




is peculiarly adapted to the relief of those who are suffering frem pulmonary
or catarrhal affectionsy while its pure water 44+ exorcises a most invigorating
effeet upon those of bilious temperementssses™

June 16, 1891, according to the Magnet of two days later, "Crand Rapids
voted elmost unenimously for incorporation,” and looked forward to "another rough
and tumble fight for the Village officerssss.”

Four months later, the Magnet reported progress in a lighter veines "Now
we are truly metropelitany we are the actual possessors of a real live Chinaman,
He will hang out his washee sign in e few days, and then the boys may be seen
any time prunning thelr noses up and dowm the hiereglyphics to try and make out
how much they will owe.”

And the Magnet againg on November 15, 18982, "The county seat fight in

Itasoa county between Grand Rapids and Ie Prairie has been won by Grand Rapids

by & large majority, and that town is now bound in the near future to become

one of the bost in the Statésess"
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Taxes are again in the news, Indeed, taxes have always made lively news
in the Mimmesote presss For instanceg
lake City correspondent of the Ste Paul Pioneer, '66 = "We have had enough

sow to blockade roadssese but not enough to keep the tax gatherer from our tomm,

This functionary came from Hpde Park day before yesterday, but only escaped

burial in the =now by calling to his assistance some farmers and paying them
g good round sum for breaking and digging & way through for hime. Some folks
were ill-natured cnough to wish thet he and his books had been lost in the
snow drifts Bub here he is, safe and sounde.."

Ste Peul Press, '64 « "A person in lower town who has 14 babies was dread-
fully alarmed yesterday on being told that the new Revenue law taxed bables e
but recovered on learning that congress had exempted stock on hande"”

Minneapdlis Tribune, '67 = "We are informed that one of the prominent
lunbermen of our eity returns a gross income of $89,000, §75,5600 of which is
taxablo, We bellave there are few If any incomes of an equal amount reported
in the Northwest, outside of Chicagos”

Ste Anthony Falls Demoerat, '70 « liinnesota paid a tax of §87,138414 on
inoomes for the year ending June 350, 18684 lMore than this emount is stolen
every day from the govermment,"

Virneepolis Tribune, '7i « "The assessment lists of Dedge County show
some curious figuress The aggregate of personal property is $448,912, Some
of the articles of personal property are assessed at ridiculously low figures,
The average value of carriages is $42,08, There are 78 watches owmed in the
county and these are rated at an average value of §11,93, There arc 34 piancs
in the county having an average valuation of $60,11, Dodge county is well

named}§®




Mimmeapolis Tribune, '79 « "Fillmore county has 147 persons who pay personal
property tax of {25 and upwards, and the Preston Republican thinks there are at

loast as many more who ought %o pay as miche"

Tribune, '80 « VANOEKA, May 124 « The annual lying match will conmonce next

wooks, That is the time our sssessor begins his work,"
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Hands aocross the sea with Britain is not a new gesture in Minnesotas
In 1860, on January 29, the St, Paul Daily Press described a pionecer manifes=
tation of goodwill between the Fnglish speaking peoples,

"The S5te George?s Soclety of this ocity celebrated its fourth annual re-
union last night at the Merchants®! Hotels The preparations had becn made
upon & grand seale and in antielpation of a large attendances In this they
were by no means disappointed, for at an early hour carriages began to roll
in loaded with guestss

"The parlors and suites of rooms along the hall on the second floor were
soon alive with a moving throung of ladies and gentlemen inberchanging pleasant
grectings and preparing for the coming festivities, The Great Western Band
occupiod the large room in the Ladies' Ordinary, which soon became filled with
pronenaderses The walls were decked with St. George volors and Emglish flags,
with a few stars and stripess

"The orowd of guests kept increasing until all the rooms and halls were
8o full that locomotion was next to Impossibles Fat aldermen, lank politicians,
florid John Bulls, bleyneying sons of Erin, square~toed, lanternejewed Yankees
and plethorie Germans were comningling in a heterogeneous mass that mipght readily
have been mistaken for a section of the Paris Exposition instead of a simonepure
collection of Sty Georgerssss

"At about 9 o'clock the dining hall entrance was thrown open and the long
procession of gentlemen and ladies filed into the room and wers accommodated

with seats at the various tables loeded with substantials and cholce delicaciessss




YAs soon as grace was pronounced the whole company *fell to? in a marmer

which showed thelr appreciation of the landlord?s skill in ocatering as mich as

their love of St, George or 'any other mans" Oysters hot and oysters cold,

oysters stewed, soalloped, fricassied and fried, flew thick and fasteses

"The first (toast) was 'The President of the United States?!, which was
briefly responded to by lMr, Rs Ay Kempe This was followed by musiec and & song,
*Red, White and Blue,? by lire Goerge Exley. The second toast wes 'The Queen,'
responded to by Mre Alfred Moore, in which he complimented Vietoria as an exw
emplary mother, a true woman, and a model Sovereign who has never been impeacheds

"10ur Native lLand' was next givensses

" %0ur Adopted Country! was responded to by lirs George Exley,"
The program soncluded with The Star Spangled Bammer, and the sentiment

“Pesce on earth, good will toward men," responded to by Reve M¥s Popes
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Business is businessl -~ True, some of grandfather's business
undertakings seem & little odd todays DBut he knmew what he was doing,
and he kmew that it paid to advertise.

"Monse Benjamin Lessard respectfully informs the citizems of
S8te Anthony and vieinity that he has recently arrived from Cenada, where
he has just completed his Fremch and latin studies. He proposes to give
instructions in French and latin, as shall be requiréd; for the coming
year a« » « Being already acquainted to same extent with the English
language, he hopes in two or three months to be able to teach English
classes also with profite." = Ste Anthony Weekly Express, November 15, 1851.

"Ce Ho Schmidt reconmends to the public his services in repaire

ing Umbrellas and Paresols; in tuming Billjerd Balls over again, and in /

coloring themj in meking fine artifical work from bone and ivery to order."=-
Pioneer Democrat Daily, July 2, 186l.

"Ge W, Smith, the Deguerreotypist, is now in town, or rather down
at the wharf, in his floating Saloon, ready to take life-size likenesses
of any wno may patronize hime" = Ste Croix Unieom, September 22, 1855,

"Mr. J. A, Lemmon is now in his new quarters, displaying e general
end exceedingly tasteful assoriment of goods, embracing everything in the
mercantile line, from the most comfortable shag surtout to a five dollar
cambric bandkerchiefees" = Ste Anthony Express Weekly, November 19, 1853,

“Persons who have feather beds should put themselves in the hands
of Cs M, Grove & Bros v « they propose to clean feathers and make them

perfectly clean and sweet." = Goodhue County Republican, May 6, 1864,
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Grandfather's lady friend also pitched in lrs. Oglesby of

Mankato, for instance, ammounced in the Weekly Record of May 23, 1868

thet "she will bleach bonnets at the rate of fifty cents each.” And e
lovely gowgetter of Mimneapolis advertised in the same years "Those

wishing hair jewelry for holiday gifts will please bring their hair as
soon as possible to Miss Hartsen, where they will be sure of having the

same helr braided ¢ « o Diamond dust at Miss Hartson's."
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Come to Minnesota this summer! It is a hearty invitation, but not a new one.
Minnesota's latch string was out long before the current drive to increase the legillative
appropriation for the State Tourist Bureau.

In 1868, the St. Panl Ploneer-Democrat said: "We are informed that Mr. A. M.
Benson has fitted up a sail boat and fishing boats on Pleasent Leke, for the accommodation
of pleasure parties.”

Pioneer-Democrat, 18613 ". . . this lake (White Bear) has been for five years
the home and quarters of invalid visitors . . . sportsmen and pleasure seckers."

Taylor's Falls item in the Ploneer, 1866: %It is fast becoming known that in
point of health Taylor's Falls has no superior in the Northwest, and the besuty of its
scenery is without a rival in Minnesota." The article reported that summer viesitors were
arriving by every boat.

Ploneer, 1886: "The St. Louls packets for several days past have had among
thelr passengers the vanguard of a hoet of summer visitors . . . We refer to Southern
people . . . who used, before the war, to spend the hot weather in Minnesota."

Frontenag item in the Pioneer, 1868: "This pleasant summer resort (ILake Side
hotel), on the romantic shore of Lake Pepin, will be open for visitors until . .. . the
shooting and fishing season closes.”

And uhdor the heading "Minnesota Summer Resorts,” the Floneer guoted the New

York Herald in 1870: "The new road connecting lLake Superior and S¢. Paul ig lined with
seven or eight new summer resorts, which are already appesling to the patronage of trave-
elers making the 'grand tour' of the Northwest." After extolling Bald Tagle lake as
“lonely, wild and interesting,” the story continued: "Green and Ohlsage Lakes are se
logated that the hotels and Chissgo City stand between them. Rush Lake is 54 miles from
St. Paul, and Trout Lake 150 miles. The latter is femous for the fish from which it takes

ite name. There are & number of other lakes elong the line of the road, but the most




famous resort of all is the 'Dalles' of the St. Louls, near Thomson station. The St.

Louls river. in a distance of four miles and a half, falls 480 feet by a succession of

rapids and gascades."

Wolcome, etranger! You'll like Minnesota.
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There was a man who didn'¢ keep a date to dies There was a minister

who ocut it shorts Also & gas company that put a oity in darkmess because
it didn't pay its light bill, Picked from Minnesota annalass
Mimmesota Weokly (Ste Paul), '64 « "The German who was dick yesterday
in the third ward and for whose use a coffin had been prepared is now cone
valescent and has returned the coffin with thanks to the Board of FHealth,"
Minneapolis Tribune, '82 = "Six divorces were up in special term yestere
day and only one marriage liconse wes granted, Times ere certainly changing,"
Mimmeapolis Tribume, '82 - "Duluth has a minister who can preach a most
exoellont sermon in 10 mimutess It is hardly necessery to say that he is
very popular,”
The early blackouts Sts Paul Pioneer, '66 « "The oity was in darkness
last night, Not a street lamp shed its glimmering rays over the ese ¢itys
The explanation is that the Gas Company have shut off the gas until the ecity
pays that little arrearage of $15,000, Xerosene lanterms will be in demand
nowe"
Frenk jouwrnalismes Tribune, '81 « "The 'Gossip About Town® coluwm on
page 6 ¢ss is obliterated in this Tribune, The news is very dull,"
Ste Paul Press, %64 = "The polise have been furnished with heavy locust
oclubs with instructions to use them liberally on anyone whe resists arrest,

They contain an indefinite amount of headaches,"




Ste Paul Press, 1869 « “John As Stees, the undertaker, has just received

from Cineimmati, Ohio, a splendid new hearse, It i1s the finest thing of the
kind ever brought to the State, and sost $2000, The sides are of large French
plate glass, and the mountings are all silver with handsome black and white

funeral plumes, It is arranged to go on wheels or bobsleds.ss"
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This is Minnesota's forty-first amual Parm end Home Week, with
hundreds of agriculturalists gathered at University Farm. Today large
considerations of policy occupy the professional farmer's attention,

In former times, when there were only county farm clubs, such questions
a8 whether ralsing small grains exclusively was injurious to the land and
whether more stock farms and smaller wheat averages were desirable en=
grossed the crop raiserss In 1869 the Stillwater Republicen recommended

that farmers "quit wheat and raise beans.”

Agriculture was really a huge job as the Minnesota Pioneer in

152 desoribed "the farm of Mr. Larpenteur”: "With the help of his two sonsees

he has put inses 30 acres of oats, a dogen acres of corn, 10 acres of
potatoes, an acre of beans,.es and a large field of wheat, beside culti-
vating a large garden ‘end splitting out the rails for, end laying up, more
than a mile of rall fencesss Wo forgot to mentionsss the raising of swine,
the raising of 12 calves, and the rearing of hundreds of chickens,guinea

hens end turkeys;"

Overlooking a bets Minnesotian, '564: "It is an interesting fact
that these lande, edjacent to St. Paul, which were passed over by the first
occupants of farming lands in this vieinity es unfit for agricultural pure
poses are now being practically proved to be a productive as tracts which
were formerly regarded as the garden spots of this regions We find that

the 'sand hills'ees which were sneered at.ss are now being eultivated."




Demand for publicity in '67s Pioneer Democrat: "Very much

good might be accomplished if our farmers would give their experience

through the press."

Demoorat Weekly, '57, reporting on Cannon Falls: "A Real
Minmesota Farmer---Mr. Daniels, we believe, was the first one who
commenced opening & farm on a large scales His land is on the north

side of Big Cannoness He has now 320 acres enclosed."

Minneapolls Tribune, '71: "The Farmers'eclub in Rice county
has adopted & resolution 'that the continued and exclusive raising of
wheat and other small grains is injurious to the land and wnprofitable

to the farmer, and that mixed husbandry is the most profitable.!"

Tribune, same year: "The agricultural society of Steele county
have noted that more stock and smaller wheat averages eare desirable

among their farmers,"

Modern farmers have learned to put up their political fencess

And to pull political wiress As for wire fenceg==-

"Ste Paul Press, '72¢ "The Winnebsago Advertiser says that wire
fencing is not a success in Mimnesota« Three-fourths of the farmers

who have tried it are disgusted with its uses"
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A towm grown from a poem, Minnesota has one « Excelsior, And in a
way, 1941 is a contennial year for her, since it was just 100 years ago
that Longfollow wrote the poem from which Excelsior takes her name,

It was in November 1852, elevan years afber the youth with the banner
had heen given to the publie, that the Excelsior Pionecr Agsotiation was
formed in New York City "o remove th Mimmesota Territory next summers"
They Imew exactly what they were doing, having sent a representative that
sumer to inspect the Vimmetonka sites It "ecammot be surpassed by any other
logality in the country" the Association declared, "for healthfulness of
climate, fortility of soll, beauby of scenery and nearness to marketsesee
The whole country, in fact, posscssing almost everything that the heart of
man could wish for,"

The gettlers camé west in 18563, That winter, they named their settle=
ment Fxeelsiors From then on, it moved forward, Ixcelsior was organized
as & town in 1868, By 18768, the Lake Vimnetonka Tourist, published in
Minneapolis, was able to eonfirm the optimistie vision of the Associations

"The tovm of Excelsior is the largest in point of population of any on
the lakes It contains a hotel capable of accamodating over ome hundred
guests, a number of boarding houses fitted wp with especial care for the
demands of sumer visitors, a post office, three well filled stores, a shoe
shop, meal market, livery stable, rustic chair factory, grist mill ... two

churches, public schools, ete.




"The site chosen for the town seems peculiarly adapted for a summer
resort cs¢ & boautiful gravelly beach extends the entire length of the towm,
and here and there along it may be seen piers or wharvese..s With an eye te
the future, the tewm has set apart about eleven aeres for a park on the
point betwoen Gideon and Excelsior bays, lmown to the residents as Ythe
commonse’ see Wo cannot close without referring to the social characteristics
of the inhabitants, Being largely camposed of Bastern people, we find them
refined, intelligent and generous, as well as industrious and temperatesses
Excelsior is noted for tis free<handed, hearty hospitality, end those who
remain lomg enough to bocome acquainted with its citizens and participate
in the pleasures of their home oircles never depart without regret, and

rooall the visit as one of the pleasant ococcurrences in theiyr livess

"risitors can reach Excelsior by steamer from Wayzate, where they make

comections with regular trains on the St, Paul and Paecific road, or by stage

fron Bdon Prairiceses”
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Ammouncement that Dimitri Mitropoulos has decided to remain as conductor
of the Minmeapolis Symphony Orchestra despite a flattering eastern offer
heartens local mugic lovers and augurs well for the future of the famed
organigations The orchestra’s present precminence results from long dedioca=
tion to the best in musical performance, fram its first appearance, November
5o 1903¢

Roporting that intial concert, tho music eritie of the Minneapolis Tribe
une said on the following mornings

"imeepolis heard its Symphony orchestra last evening for the first
. time, and judging from the few weelks of rehearsel the orchestra of 50 men
will be one that in every mammer ocarries on the ambitions of the director
and concert meisters

"The audience, which was of exceptional sige, combined the most fashione
gble and the most musical people of the two citiesssss 1irs Oberhoffer as die
reotor end Frank Danz as concert meigter have been nobly supported in their
efforts to present a well balanced assembly of artists by the artists theme
selves, who have worked with success of the most pronounced type for their

guiding stars

"The mumbers sses weres Prelude to the lMeistersinger, Wagner; Symphony

in B minor, Schuberts Lisst's symphonie poem, Les Preludes losskoawsiki's
Serenata, and the Aragonaise from the ballet suite in Is (id, Massene¥)

and Roscinifs overture to William Tells




"lMadame Sembrich sang the aria from Traviata, Verdi, and the walts
aria of Johamn Straussy "Frushlingsstimmen,? with orchestra accompanimenty
and & group of three songs with piano agsompaniment, 'Der Nussbaum,? Schue
mann, *'The Lass With the Delieate Alr,' Arne, and 'Staendchen,' Richard
Strauss,

"The instruments played in unison and harmony that brought well rounded
olimaxessees The Mosgkowski mmber was given feelingly, and technieally faulte
less,

"Madome Sembrich 4, was campelled to respond te twe encores, and at
the elosing mumber & burst of applause called her sgain and again before the
audiences In her mumbers last evening an impression of reserve power was
roselved that made one long for a song that would call forth the full glory
of her splendidly handled voloces

" %Ah fors? e lul', the aria from Traviata, revealed the beauty of her

upper register, and her high notes filled the hallyess Sohumamts sweet

11%ttle song "Der Tussbaum” gave an opportunity for the display of the deepest

tone qualities,”
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Ste Paul's celebration of her hundredth birthdey gives significant

interest to a letter from Father Lucian Galtier to Bishop Grece of Ste. Pauls
Excerpts from the historic missive written at Prairie du Chien on January
14, 18643

"On the 26th day of April 1840, in the afternoon, a 5te louis
steamboat, the first of the seasen, passed (Dubuque), bound for St. Peter
(Mendota) and Fort Snellinge Rte Rde Dre Loras (Bishop of Dubuque) immedi=
etely ceme to me and desired to send me to the head of the Mississippi navie
gationses The steamboat lended at the foot of Fort Snellingees”

In the months that followed, Father Galtier lmew the hardships of
his wilderness missiones He also sew the forcible expulsiom by the fort
authorities of the handful of settlers on the military reserve. The letter
continues: "It was fit for me to visit occasionally these forrakun familiese
At least it became necessary to choose a suitable place for a church, where
the spiritual wants of these scattered families should be supplied. Three
different points were offeredsse I wms truly loocking ahead end for the
future as well as for the present timesse

"Now Mre B. Gervais end Vital /Guerin/, two good and peaceable
fermers, had the only spot that appeared likely to be most convenients They
both consented to give me the ground necessary for e church and a garden
together with a small graveyards. 1 socepted on the bank of the Mississippl
the east extreme part of /ital Guerin'e/ claim and farm and the west side
touching said line and given by Mr. B, Gervais., The opposite side along

the Mississippl was still occupied by the Indians.se




"In 1841 and on the month of October, on the joining ground

given to me by Mre Cervais and Vital 1 caused some logs to be cut, pre-
pared end put up, and soon after a poor church of logs was built and
fitted so as to recall the stable of Bethlehems Now the nucleus of St.
Paul was formed. On the first day of November 1841, 1 blessed the new
basilica, smaller, indeed, than that of St., Paul at Romes.sbut in this
as well as in the other good hearts could expand without limitssss This
church remained thus dedicated to Sts Paul, and 1 expressed the wish to
call the place by no other namees Already Il was residing at Ste. Peter, and
as the name of Paul is generally connected with thet of Peter, the gene
tiles here being well represented in the persons of the Indians, I celle
ed it S5t, Pauls Henceforth we would call him our protector, and for
apostolic life could 1 desire for a better pattern?

"Ste Peul as applied to a town or city was well appropriated.
This monosyllable is short, sounds good, it is understood by ell Christian

denominationsses”
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The Sty Paul Y, ls Cy Ay 18 now in the midst of a lively membership
drive, the teams daily reporting new recruits. Solicitors might well tell
prospects of the good works done by the early branches in Minnesotas The
Y of yesteryear carried its activities in such directions ez giving relief
to the poor, furnishing reading matter to lumberjacks and pecking law ene
forcement ordinances,

A first move toward Y orgenization was reported in the Mimmesotian,
July 23, 18663 "Feeling the importance of bringing out a more general, as
well as systematie embodiment of the religious influence of the Christian
Young lien of the several denominations in this eity, the Young Ven of Ste
Paul unite in sending out this eall for a meeting of all Christian Young
Men under 45 s+ to consider the propriety of establishing a Young Men's
Christian ascociation 4e¢s to be held in the First Presbhyterian Church on
Monday evening next,"

From then on the history of the institution in this state is ome of
steady progresses 05t, Paul Ploneer Democrat, '68: "The first of a series
of Sunday evening discourses, under the auspices of the Y, M, C¢ Asp will
be delivered on Sunday evening, Jan, 10 ¢ss at Irvine Hall, by Reve E, D,
Neill,

Ste Paul Press, 61t "A package of religious papers sse will be eee
made up and sent to the soldiers at the Fort each Saturday mornings"

Chronicle, '66: "The Y. M. C. A, of Mimneapolis has begun its carcer,

and to that we look for & purifier which shall clesnse our commundtye"




Minneapolis Tribune, '67: "Yesterday, immediately after the noon prayer
meeting, the Y, I, Cs A, held an adjourned mecting to hear the protest pre=
pared by the Committee appointed ¢s¢ to draft sss an instrument to be pree
sented to the eity council 4+ before their final action on the motion to
appeal the Sunday Liquor Law,"

Goodhue County Republican (Red Wing), '68s¢ "The Northfield Y. M. Ce A,

have sold over 100 season tickets for their course of lecturess"

Tribune, '68: "see wo hear that the Y, M, C¢ As of that city (Winona)

are doing good work in alleviating many cases of sufferings"
Tribune, '68: " 'Send us something to read! is a message that comes
every lumberman's cempe The eee Yy My Cy Ay will forward to the pine-
} PADers, megazines sees left at the roum of the assocciations"
Tribune, '70: "Gas was used first in the Y,

Ke Co Ay room yesterdayl®
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Seated cozily in his living room, Mr. John Mimnesota heard the president
of the United States deliver his inaugural message to congress the other day,
John Minnesota heard the words the instant the words were spokens But 'twas
not always so. In 1868 grandfather got a president's message by wire by way
of Prairie du Chiens 5ts Paul Pioneer Democrats

"Telegraph News Telegraphed to Prairie du Chien Expressly for the Pioneer
and Democrate--The president of the United States sent in a message to the
House of Representatives today, eccompanying the Constitution of the State
of Minnesota,"

Folwell's History of Minnesota oites the same paper in *60 and "6l and
the Atlas and Falls BEvening News of 60 as authority for the followings "For
many months newspapers were compelled to apologize for the absence of tele=
graphic news because the wire was down or because there had been & thunders
storm or a sudden thaw, and in one instance bescause of some mysterious ine

fluence of moonbeams on the electric current,"

10
Minneapolis Tribune, 1888: "The message of President Grant, which we

print in full, occupied seven hours in transmission by telegraph, the con=
eluding portion being received at 5% ofelock this morning, By the imperfect
working of their wires, one more repetition than usual was required to transe
mit from Washingbons The lateness of 1ts reception and the demands upon our
space both preclude conment today, and are the cause of later delivery to a

portion of our subscribers, whoese indulgence we solicit,"




Grandfather Mimmesota wouldn't have been able 4o keep abreast of Herr
Hitler's swift movements before 1858, Minnesotian, that year: "A meeting
of the Committee of Arrangements for the celebration on Wednesday, the first
of September, of the successful laying and working of the Atlentic Telegraph
Cable was held at the Couneil Cheamber,"

Seme paper, later that year: "News from Furope in two days to St. Paul}
Five thousand miles passed over in 48 hours] s«s Is it all real, or merely

a dream?"

Goodhue County Republicsn (Red Wing), 1860: There will be a publie meocting

of the citizens 44+ of Red Wing s¢¢ February 18 444 to take measures to cooperate
with Sts Paul and other river towms for bullding a line of telegraph from lLa
Crosse to Sts Paul,"

Thus a dream became a commonplaces The miracle of radic oecurreds And the

president spoke in the livingrooms of Minnesota,
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Minnesota,; one of the nation's leading flax=-producing states,
has suddenly experienced a boom in that industry. Cipearette paper,
formerly imported from Franee, is neceded and cen be made from flax tows
So factories which turn flax straw inte tow in Mimneapolis, Duluth,
Winona, Lercy, Crookston end Red leke Falls are reported to be worke=
ing et top capacity.

"The soil of the Territory of Minnesota is said to be admirably
adapted to the cultivation of flax," said the New York Journal of Come
merce as far back as '6le "Some enterprising capitalists at the East
have invested $30,000 in a flax and cordage manufacturing establistment
at Ste Paul,"

The next year, E. F. Hovey of Little Falls, N. Ys gave flax~
seed to J. W, Selby of Ste Paul for experimentation, and the St. Anthony
Falls Express sald "We have a specimen of the flax raised by Nr. Selby
in our officey and have taken pride in showing it to hundreds of strangers.
Vie feel that if owr farmers will turn their attenmtion to the growth of
flax a manufactory will be speedily established."

In '64, the Ste Paul Press reported "The Norwegiam population
in Carver and adjoining counties have raised considerable flax.,s and
are intending to menufacture it themselves, having been skilled in the
production of domestic linens in the old country."

In '67 a Minneapolis item in the St, Paul Pioneer announced
that Hemmepin county farmers were to try flax raising and "we sincerely
hope the experiment will prove a success, as the raising of flax will

in time be e paying business,"




Farmers' Union, same year: "Hom: Mr. Bryant, from Wabashaw
county, stated at the recent meeting of the State Agricultural Society
that he has been extremely successful with the cultivation of flaxe He

raised the past year 20 bushels to the acre,"

Ploneer, '71: "The flaxcrop of lodge county is nearly ready to

harvests It consists of about 1,200 acres,"
Tribune, '72: "The entire product of the flax straw in this

State is converted into spimning and upholstering tow,”
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Watching the mercury in shivering apprehension, Crandfather
likes to recall June breezes and hammocks and perhaps a girl who now is
not Grandmee Like the June idyll descoribed in the Tribune in 188l. After
a tour of Minneapolis' pienie spots:

"A Tribune reporter counted 36 picnic parties numbering from §
to 15 people in each, at both lakes (Calhoun and Harriet)... The change
from & hot cityse.sto & oool place amid old trees with wild flowers dotting
the moss carpet, and fresh breezes coming in from the water, was indeed
pleasantsse

"The joy of a hammock in the deep cool of the green woods can
scarcely be estinsted in cold words. Yesterday at precisely 11 o'clock A.k.
the writer accidentally ceme upon & scene which for tenderness and sylvan
beauty has seldom béen equalleds They were in a hammock==-she half reclin-
ing with one dainty booted foot hanging over the side, her eyes gently
closing and opening to the slow swing of the hammock, while she pulled a
rose to pieces with a hairpin.

"He was seated across the foot of the hammock, his toe touching
the emerald vegetation, his left hand waving a Chicagoi Burlington & Quiney
fan, and in his right hend a copy of 'Lucile,' from which he was reading.
Just once did he psuse in his pleasant task, and leaning over slightly his
1lips touched hers in one long love-kiss, &nd the drooping blue eyes opened
wide for a moment, then closed agains

" tlucile' was continued, end the robins and brown thrush=-for
a moment silent in their sweet amajzement=-resumed their song, while the

gaslight green waters of Harriet lagily washed upon the shore.




"And on Monday sss she will report at her schoolroom and take up

the thread of daily care, forgetting, perhaps, the hemmock, 'Lucile,' the
kiss, the rose, but not the hairpin. A woman never forgets & hairpin--it
is ever useful when buttoning & shoe and supplying the place of e suddenly
migsed waistband button, up to picking teeth after a tea=fight.

"And he? His role today as he measures off 46 yards of silk
for a dress, will be quite as fascinating as before, and maybe tonight he

will be reading 'Lucile' to another hammoek occupant.”




gV A58

——

Grandfether's Day

/"— ’/ 4 : 7 BT
_///,';/,,(, V™ pa 47 | "7'", - e i S ,'./( A J_/Vi-'

/
P 3 » I

: 4 3 4. n
AN p o ar it L L

The hold=for-ransom racket is by no means a modern idea. Ninn-
esota annals of 1877 reveal an instance of the meet-me-in-a=secluded-~spot
games MNinus the modern refinement of abductions. The story was copied by
the Stillwater Gazette from the Rochester Post in May of the year namedt

"On the 28th of February last, the residence of lirs Jemes Fitz-
patrick, containing $70 in cash and +«s deeds, mortgages and promissory
notes to the value of several thousand dollers, wes tuken... Last Tuesday
morning «s¢ Fltepatrick was aroused from his slumber by vielent knocking
at his door s+« encountered a man, a total stranger, who desired him to
step out to the door with hime This Fitzpatrick declined to do, and the
stranger then walked into the housesss

"He informed Mr. Fitgpatrick that he had been sent to him by the
parties who had his stolen notes .. to ascertain how much money he was
willing %o give to recover the papers... A bargain was effected ... by
the terms of which Fitzpatrick was to give $110...

"The place where the two were to meet to make the exchange was
s+ on the Salem road, & few rods south of Mr. Adam Stenger's Centennial
Beer Gardensss The time selected ... was 10 o'clook in the forenoon..s
Providing himself with the stipulated sum «e. he started... He saw his
strange night visitor a few rods away &'oi the highways.s The two men went
together «.. to & spot ..« near another road but little treveledess The

stranger requested Fitzpatrick to lay down the money..., Fitzpatriek de-

elined to do so, but put down $60, which the stranger countedess Fltz~

patrick refused to put down any more money until he had counted the notes...




"There was about this whole affair & grim and prevoking coolness
eos which calls to mind ... stories of old brigends, highwaymen end pro-
fessional robbersss+e On being asked by Fitzpatriock how he came to know
him s« the stranger. replied that he had been pointed out to him on the

by his employers, and that they had also informed him of the loca=
tion of his residence. He assured Fitzpatrick thet he had no unfriendly

feoling .+ he was simply ecting in & business metter and desired to con=-

duet the e i ) mutually friendly mannere

"An effort was made to capture the nan by the deputy sheriff ...

but bunglingly failed."
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GBver smoke a $10 oigar? Or even see one? Henry llartin, Sr, of St, Paul,
grand old man of Mimnesota bowling, has one he won't sell at any prioce, although
of'fers up to that sun have been made, It dates from 1918, when the Acquilas of
St. Paul won the national bowling cheampionship and cigars named for the viotors
were passed outb,

There was another 5t. Paul team that won the national championship, the
Flor de Knispels, in 1913, The national bowling ocongress was held in that oibty
both in 1913 and 1918 and comes again this year for a March 13 = April 28
tournament, Five thousand teams of six men each are registered, Already Minne=
apolis bowlers are in practice, among them Bernie Bierman, Golden Gopher coach.

Time was when bowling did not enjoy the high repute it does today, At the
recent annual meeting of the Minnesota Historiocal Soclety, Dre Phillip Jordan
of Miami University recalled the days of the 1860's, when "a noral code was imposed
on the territory™ of le leod county condemming bowling and some other recreations,

In 18495 the Minnesote Register advertiseds "Bowling Saloon---Frank Roberts,

of Stillwater, has constantly on hand a supply of Oysters, Sardines, lobsters, &o."

In '61, the Mimnesota Demoorats "Next Thursday, (May 1), the New Bowling

Saloon of Alex Cloutier, at St. Anthony, will be opened."

Along in '68, the St. Paul Press amnounced: "St. Cloud has 18 beer saloons,
three billiard saloons .. and one bowling alley,”

An old name for the sport wes ten pins. Minneapolis Tribune, 761  "Ten
dollars in gold for the best game of ten pins this month at Chas, G, Hillman's, 115
Washington Avenue South,"

"Dean" Martin also keeps in his scrapbook a olipping from the 8t, Paul Globe

of Ooctober 7, 1894 whioch gives an idea of the standard of the ball rollers thent
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"Considering the great number that are finding emusement, as well as

healthy exercise, in the Foley bowling alleys, and the few thet are able to

touch the 180 notch or better (the standard heretofore set by the Globe), it

has been concluded to slightly abrogate this limit, It has accordingly been
reduced to 170 pins, which will be the standard of excellence hereafter,"
Annals show the Flor de Knispels won their championship in 1913 with a

total of 30,006 and the Aequilas five years later with 3,022,
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