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Grandfather's Day

The Father of Waters has a birthday this year - his 400th. It was in 1541 that
DeSoto discovered the southnrn reaches of the Mississippi. A century passed before the
Mémmoseds headwaters e mio ive emein. visited by white men. And many genera-

Hie l(.l s "
tlons more before permanent white settlements appeared, But always this aaee{ river highway

ahiced, i g, Wr" ' *i t;ﬂ((flgz“

L/
A:csctnateé—me Even as late as 1967, a Mrnneé#giaﬂ speaker recalled his ehildheod wonder

r/l

about the Mik 15519&1 S.%41£S’Oggé% Anthonv

The Minneapolis Tribune carried Hon. W. D. Washburn's words:

" Not many years ago. . . when I attended the school. . . that still nestles among
the hills of New England, when . . . I pursued the study of physical geography. . . I remem-
ber - upon the map of the United States, a long way off, upon the broad open svace of the
mep called the Northwestern Territory and upon which but few localities were filled by
name - that of the Fallg of St. Anthony. This, perhaps the most consvicuous, seemed the most
mythical and the most remote. The Falls of St. Anthony seemed so far away, and so little was
known of this 'American cataract, thundering in its solitude,' and the localities lying
about it, that we were half inclined to regard it as located in the regions of romance.
"!Tis true that Father Hennepin and Nicollet. . . had long before paid brief
visits to this distant but beautiful region. And a few voyageurs more venturesome and daring
than others. . . had pushed their frail canoes of birch bark to the foot of the cataract,
and besides what had been learned from them, we knew little of the magnificent empire lying
around the Falls of St. Anthony and the headwaters of the great Missigsippi. - .

"Only a quarter of a century since, how few of us there are but what would have
as soon anticipated a trip to the open Polar Sea as that we would have found homes . . .
within the sound of the Falls. . . Here where but yesterday from the Indian wigwam curled
the blue smoke and the savage whoop was the only noisy rival of the cataract.

"We, indeed, listen now as then to the continuous roar of the cataract, but the
power of the great river has been subdued, and instead of pouring its restless waters to the

Gulf to no purpose, it has . . . been made to subserve the uses and hecegsitieg of an enlight-

ened civilization. . .M




Grandfether's Dey

It wes a good meny years ago thet the Americen colopists decided tc¢
"let George do 1t," but & grateful netion has not forgotten his birthdey,
finnesote from its beginning remembered the first president's snmiversary,

Chronicle-Register, Februery 23, 1850: "This great Netional Holiday
was not pessed un~bserved in our young metropolis (St. Peul). During the
afternoon the two schools of Misses Bishop and Scofield interchenred v
marching in procession through the streets, In the evening, & Grend Ball
csme off ot the American Houge,"

it, Faul Press, Februery 22, '6ls The lepislative Committee of
Arrengement s, to provide . . « observence of the enniversary of the birth
hi

. .
1 3 agi

rigton, heve afreed upon the program,” The order of exercises called

£

‘or the ringing of eity b it sunrise, & procession heeded by the Mayor

and City Council, e sslute of 54 pguns, and & program at the Athenseum,

2

Stillwater Messenger, '62: "Washington's birthdey wes celebrated

by our oitizens in an impromptu but wvery setisfectory manner. The Farewell
address was read . » + 8nd Gen., Jackson's celebrated enti-nullificatisn
Proclamation to the rebel South Caroliniens,"”

Goodhue County Hepublicen (Red Wing), 'G4: "The enniversary of the
birth of the father of his country wae not generally observed in Ked ¥ing.
Judge Wilder delivered an address . s « to the ohildren of the Farish Schogl,
but we learned of no other merk of respect belng paid to #he illustrious
founder of our liberties.”

Tribune, '68: "Today is the amniversary of the Birth of the Father of

Gountry end . » » the Tribune will observe the day of permitting its employees
heir usuel avocetions. onsequently no paper will be issued .

tomorrow morning.”




Tribune, '771 "At 1 o'eloek on Washington's birthday,

was fully opened to travel the new wire suspensiocn bridge

%

river at Minneepollis. Glory be to Griffith end the bridge coumittee forever."




Grandfather's Day. A

February, the shortest month, is long on special days, In addition
to the birthdays of Weshington and Lincoln, there's also the feast of
St. Valentine, not to mention the annual look-see of that shadowy fellow,
the ground hog.

Barly=day newspapers did not honor the ground hog with the publiocity
he now receives, Neither was Valentine's Day so well presseagented as now,
And yete=s

Minneapolis Tribune, 1876: "The yvalentine trade is a very large one
this yeer, OUne firm, Gaslin, Wales & Chute, have already sold over $400
worth."

Then there was & group of big~hearted citizens in Stillwater.
was in 1877. The Gazette reported:

")ur resders will remember thet the ammouncement was made in the last
issue of the Gezette that a large nuuber of valentines had been deposited
in the Stillwater postoffice minus the requisite stampss A few gentlemen
the next day organized a society for the prevention of ecruelty to children
and deposited & sufficient amourt of soript with Postmaster Cutler to release
the nissives,"

Roses were red and violets blue in Grandfather's time, exactly as they
are today., The Tribune, February 3, 1882 (An advertisement):

"We have now in stock a large and varied assortment of the choiocest
valentines manufactured, among which are Prang's works of art, Hake's
perfumed satin, Moclaughlin's chromos, and Cupid's darts, and shall in a

few days show the new and highly praised work "My Love."




Grandfether's Day.

lot always did the Tribune's mellow tolerance last through the
entire February season of lace end hearts, Its patience with one

manifestation of romence gave ocut & week before Valentine's Day, 1876:

"The clumsy style of dancing nmow in vogue in which people merely

shuffle about on the floor, pushing one foot after the other, seems to
have ‘come from Paris, for they have it there, and they eall the ambitious

young gentlemen (who dance it) 'floor polishers,'"




Grandfather's Day,

While the nation pays tribute to Abraham Lincoln on his birthday
anniversary today and the Gettysburg address is declaimed in schools
and patriotic gatherings, it is interesting to observe that when the
speech was delivered it recelved no attention whatever in many newse
papers,

The day following the address, lovember 24, 1863, the St, Paul
Pioneer, in a dispatoh from its correspondent at Harrisburg, Pennsylwania,
reported that 50,000 persons attended the dedication of the "battle
cemetery®™ and outlined the two=hour oration by Edward Bverett, In con=
clusion, the dispatch said:

"Perheps the most attentive eand appreciative listener was 0ld Abe

himself. He seemed to be absorbed in attention . « « until the spell

b »

1

was broken by a misteke of the orator in saying *General Lee' when he
should have said ‘Ceneral Meade.,' The mistake caused the president %o
e o o 8ay with a loud volce 'General Meade,' but the orator did not geem
to hear it,"

Not a word about the great, though brief, &address by the president
himself'}

Thet the emenocipator was not so unanimously idolized then as later
is also indiocated by the following quip in the Ploneey a few days before:

"We should think the list of Mrs. Lincoln's rebel relations wes about

run throughe There has not been a single rebel by the name of Todd killed

since the war commenced that was not her own brother, if the newspapers are

to be oredited, and now they have conmenced on her brother=in=law,"




Grandfather's Day.

Minnesota's Lincoln ccunty is & permanent memorial to the Civil Wer

prosident, But it took persistence to put it on the map. ' The "patriotic

legislature in the year 1861"™ moved to honor Linsoln by giving his neme to
& oounty established from parts of Renville and Meeker countiesa, but the
move failed due to lack of ratification by the people of those counties,
Two later attempts likewise failed. But in 1873, Lincoln county was
formed from the western part of lLyon county. The first meoting of ite
comnissioners wes in January 1874,

The Mimmeapolis celebration of Lincoln's birthday in 1872 merged into
another of more immediste significance, On Pebruary 13, a reporter sent
this item to the St, Paul Press: "The union of the two cities is consurmated
by 407 majority dn St, Anthony and 978 in Minneapolis 4 o . There is great

rejoicing."




Grendfather's Day

It's & good men who has a good Minnesota county nemed in his honer,
Maior Joseph Kenshaw Brown wes one of the best, He sew the state grow from
the wilderness, helped in memy eivil offices to shape Territory legisletion,
was prominent in the freming of the State Constitution, was a vigorous news-
paper editor, end put politicsl skill to the service of progressive iderlism.

In 1877, the Stillweter Uagzette quoted & tribute by Hon, Charles E,
Flendrau. ' The ocecasion for the remarks wee a meeting of the 0ld Settlers’
Society of Le Sueur county.

" 1Then there was Major Joseph K. Brown. He came to this valley es a
fifer in the regiment thet laid the cornerstone of Fort Snelling in 1819, After
leeving the militery service his enterprising disposition made him the pioneer
in &lmost all the industrial pursuits thet now lead to the development of the
stete, He was in lumbering, commerce, steambomting and many other branches of
business. He condueted ss Editor-in Chief the leeding newspaper at the capital
with marked spirit and ability.

n

'He was always & lesder as a legislator or & politivian, He received

neme of 'Joe the Juggler;' but I, who knew him probably as weil as any man

w living, ecan truthfully say end do cheerfully testify thet it was his wonder-

guccess in carrying his points in legislation, which was feirly earned by
superior intelligence and temaoity of purpose, that gave him this soubriquet.
" 'While other legislators were westing their time in amusement and
revelry, Brown was quietly at werk drawing their bille end reports, end placing
them under obligetions to him, in readiness for the moment when he would esll
upon aié, end by these commendable appliences he generally ¢arried off all the
little bills and lews thet his extensive enterprises demanded,

% 1And the world would ory out 'Juggler! '




" 'The only weakness I ever knew him to develop wes his determination

to put upon the prairies of the northwest s sterm wagon to perform the functions

of the now ealmost universal locomotive, end we ecan but edmire his will, if even

migsdirected, when we reflect thet he dled gallantly fighting for his idea,' "




Grandfather's Day

Omnibus, horse car, trolley car, motor bus - the wheels of city transe

portation roll on, Twin Citians board the street car today in various moods,

But never with awe, It was not so when the towns were younger. Those first
o £

horse ocars were something to make the olsters marvel.

In '68, the Tribune: "The Minneapolis Horse Railway Company - This
new enterprise has been inaugurated but recently, end hes for its objeet a
line of horse railway through the prineipe] streets of the city, and from
the mills at the Falls to the levee," Seme year: "In laying the new tracks
« » « only those rails should be used which . ., , offer no impediments to
wagon and carriege wheels."

St, Paul Pioneer, '69: "Minneepolis is rejoicing over the formal
opening of & horse railroad, econnecting the Milwaukee & St., Paul road with
the 8t., Paul & Paeific,"

Tribune, '71: "Strangers who desire to see the only street car in
Minnesota will find it on Second street, near the St., Paul & Pscific railroad.
it is deposited in this spot so that it may be out of the way, and gather the
honorable dust of age, undisturbed by the busier portions of the city. Requiescat
in pace."

§t. Paul Press, '74: "Thecstreet cars will resume their trips again
this week, The horses sre said to be all right and héerty (efter an epidemic
sickmess) end four ecovered sleighs similar to those used as omnibusses will
serve as cers while the sleighing holds good, and after that the cars will be
put on,"

Tribune, '82:1 "The laying of the street car tracks on Central avenue
is now completed « . + The tracks now occupy the outer portioms of the street,

leaving the center for the wagons,"




Tribune, same year: "President Lowry states that no one has a right to
ride free on the street cers in this clty except policemen in uniform, snd that
there is no provision in the menagement by which firemen cen ride free, whether
going to fires or not, ‘He also says he would rather pay the fare of the fire

laddies when they want to ride to a fire out of his own pocket than to have to

arise any of the complicetions that would follow issuing orders to the drivers

to let firemen ride free,"
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Grandfather's Day

Minnesota's sctivity in celling Washington's attention to Cemp

Ripley, near Little Falls, es & desirable location for a soldiers' training
eamp recalls the long history of the camp, 0ld Fort Ripley, once located

in the present Camp Ripley aree, was built in 1849«50 end called Fort Gaines.
The Minnesota Fioneer seid leter in 1850: "We are authorized to announce
that the Viar Department at Weshington hes ordered the neme of Fort:Gaines to
be echanged; and it is henceforth to be known by the neme of Fort Ripley."
Thus honored wes Eleazer Wheelock Ripley, veteran of the War of 181z,

"The sale (of Fort Ripley Reserve)

Pioneer = Democrat, 'S57:
transpired at Crow Wing, on the 20th of October, pursuant to orders of the
Secretery of War, . « « The price received aversged about 10 cents per acre
for the tract of 60,000 acres,”

But the next year (also Pioneer = Democrat) "The House of Kepre-
sentetives has been officially informed that the Secretary of War heas
ennulled and set aside the sele of Fort Ripley militery reservation,"

St. Paul Press, Auguét 6, '70: "A Northwestern telegraph office
was opened at hesdquarters at Fort Ripley this morning."

Tre seme year the Ploneer gave this deseription in an accoﬁnt of
the steamer Pokegama's first trip to the falls of thet neme: "After leeving
Belle Prairie, we passed along up river through & beautiful country not
much settled, because it was & part of the militery reserve of Fort Ripley.
In & short time we errived in sight of Fort Ripley, one of the most
beautiful militery outpoasts in the country, The 0ld flag, the stars snd
stripes; was floating at mesthead, As we neered the Fort the commending
officer ceme to the bank of the river with a six-pounder and fired a
selute of five gune, We lended and Col, Mason, the commender of the post,

with eight or ten officers and men ceme on boerd ., 4 , the people assembled




Page 2,

on the landing, and fired a salute of smell erms, waved flags and made

meny demonstrations of joy."




Grendfether's Day

Action of the Georgis - heart of ehivelrous Dixie = senate in
killing & bill permitting jury service by women invites comperison with
Minriescta's stend in thet respect; since women jurors are an socepted
fect in modern Gopher Jjurisprudence., Minnesota womanhood, in reaching
full suffrage, trod a peth merked with interestiag milestones.

The woman suffrege movement was well under way by 1881, when the
firat stete convention was held, Regarding the second, the next yesar,

"The second ennuel convention of the Woman's Suffrage

the Tribune said:
Asgooistion of Mimmesote was held yesterdsy (Sept. 2¢) at the Friends'
meeting house, Hennepin avenue : . o the c-nvention was called to order

by Mrs. Julie B, Nelson of Red Wing, the vivce-president, in the absence

of the president, Mirs. Stearns of Duluth."

In '68, the Young WNen's Literery esssociation of St, Paul debeted
"that the right of exercising the elective frenchise ought to be extended
to women," The advance notide in the Minnesotisn saids "The ladies will
have an opportunity of yoting upon , » '« the resolution.”

Tribune again, 1867: "The scvereignty of England today is vested
in & woman, In our country the people are the only sovereign., To allow
women to share in exercise of this sovereignty is not, surely, sc wide &
departure from the divine right of penteloons to rule es it is to place the
scepter in her individual hands."

In '68, Aung Dickinson lectured at the 5t, Peul opere house on
fldiots and Vomen," protesting the law which classed "peupers, oriminsls,
idiots &nd women togethor emong those whom it presumes to be disqualified"
from voting,

Tribune, '68: "The firat formal movement towards women suffrege

wos made in the house (of representatives) by presentation of & petition

from Mary A¢ Greves and 349 other strong-minded females,”




Beat even before they won the vote, the women got around, Tribune,

iatest ‘thing out is & lady drummer . . . She sells extreots

& L] .
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Grendfather's Day

{innesota Defense, Inc. hes swung into sction, seeking the state's

fair shere of defense contrects., Officers and men of the flrst regiment of
the Minnesota Defense Forse heave algo been formelly mustered in. And thus
history repeats itself, for Uinnesote annals of other days show the spirit
»f def'ense on the mersh.

In 1856 the St, Paul Fioneer & Democrat, in en erticle headed "The
Minnesots Pioneer Guard," seid in part: "This first of our organized militery
compenies is fast inecreesing in numdbers, and blds felr to become an ornament
to our society,"

Pioneer & Democrat, '57, referring to Sts Clou "A petition to
Governor Medary for arms to equip an orgeniged company of velunteers having
received some 60 signatures, the signers end others were celled together at
the Everett schoolhouse . « « t0 4« o « perfect en orgenisetion,”

Stillweter Messenger, 582 - "A number of our German citigens have
just orgenized & military company + s + under the title of Indepéndent
Waghington Guarde,"

{innesotien, '69: “Vhether the slender possibility of war with
gomebody oy other is stirring up & military spirit or not we cemnot say,
but here in Yinnesota we are fast becoming & nilitary people + « » Numerous
are the new compenies o « + "

Goodhue County Republican (Ked Wing), '61: "Where They Come From -
Pine Island furnished 18 members of the Y odhue Volunteers, Cannon Falld &,
Zumbrotie, 6, Goodhue.4; the balence was mostly from Eed Ving. Nineteen were

students of Hamline University."”
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St. Faul Press, '6l: "The people of Jackson eounty, out on the

gouthwestern frontier of the stete, heve organized e military company for
home protection sgainst the Indiens,"

Goodhue County Republican, '61: "Roseoe Union Guerds.- A military
company, bearing the ebove title, has recently been orgenized in Roscoe,
The muster roll numbers nearly 100 names,"

Pioneer & Democrat, '61: "Minnesota Fangers - This is the name of
e militery company at Manketo . o + Its officers ere: B. F, Eice, Captain;

Jo Ho Hartew, First, end M, L, Flower, Second Lieutensnt.”




Grandfather's Day.

Minnesota's original citizen, tomahawk poised above the head
of a white newcomer, might have doubted that his descendants would be
lauded for their part in the national defense program of 194). TYet 30
representatives of Uncle Sam's Indlan service, meeting in Minneapolis,
have told of the redmen's active cooperation in the emergency. It is a
far cry from the days when defense to the Indian meant defense of his do-
main against white intruders.

Minnesota Chronicle, '49--- ",.. The Winnegagos are committing
serious depredations on the property of the settlers(near Elk River) ...
They threatened to burn the house of Mr. William Stergue and attempted to
murder the whole family. "

Ploneer Democrat, '69:  "The Indians are giving some trouble
to the settlers in Douglas county ... stealing and carrying off the pro-

perty of settlers and driving off their cattle... The bridge beyond Alexan-

dria,;... has been ¥urned."

Such minor attacks are commonplace in state annals. But there
were also the big-scale outbreaks. For instance, & Mankato correspondent
writing to the Emigranten, Madison, Wie. sald in '57:

"The animosities began to the south of here, near the Iowa line,
along an arm of the Blue Earth river... A group of white people settled
there last year and found the land to their liking as, presumably, diad
their 'red brother'... A Mr. Wood, a storekeeper, had sold provisions,
powder and lead to the value of $1,400 to the Indians on credit. They
wighed to rid themselves of this debt... Their barbarism and their old
hatred for the white man flamed anew... They slew him (Wood) and his

brother, murdering all told 52 persons and abducting 4 women."




Grandfather's Day - #2

In '62, it was not common defense dbut was to the death.

Ploneer Democrat: "All officers in command of detachments ... attempting

to advance against any Indians on our frontiers at war with the government
of the United States will ... seige ... all sultable and necessary horses,
saddles, bridles, harness, wagons and other vehigles ... and all other
means of transportation,”" glving $o the owners receipts therefor. This

was an order by the Minnesota Adjutant General, Oscar Malmros.
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Minnoapolis'has shared in the nationwide ald-to-Greece drive

‘,",\,
- Hoars oy

and over in St. Faul women in native Greek costume have been selling em-
blems for the same cause. If Minnesotans today show concern and division
of opinion over the problem of the small nations of Europe, it is no more
than a repetition of their grandfather's heart-against-head gonflicts.

The wearing of Greek dress in St, Paul has something of a prece-
dent. It was back in '52, after Louis Kossuth, Eungarian patriot, had
been forced to flee his seething country and had come to the United States.
¥hile enthusiasm for Kossuth and Hungarian independence was running high
over Aperica, the Minnonotiaﬁ gsaid, May 1, '52:

"A number of Kossuth hats have made their appearance in our (St.
Paul) streets. It 1s said that those with a feather in thoq are for
'Kossuth and Intervention,' and those without the feather are non-interven-
tionists.. If this be so, the non-interventionists have the day as far as
St. Paul is concerned."

Earlier that year, in Januvary, the St. Anthony Express reported
with satisfaction!

"Mr. Baboock of the (city) council offered that body on Monday,
a series of Kossuth resolutions, 'going it' strong for the great Magyar.

He 18 for 'progressing'! the entire figure, calling upon our government to
give, not only its sympathy, but 'aid and comfort' to Hungary... and pitch
the doctrine of non-intervention to the 38348, The last resolution was as
follows:

* 'Resolved, That coples of these resolutions be transmitted, through
our (territorial) delegate in congress, to Kossuth, the Emperor Nicholas,

and to Chavalier Hulseman.'®




Grandfather's Day - #2

In February of the same year, the Minnesota FPloneer reviewed a

speech delivered by William D. Phillips at Masourks Hall. It was a Kossuth

meeting, the paper announced, similar to others being held simultaneously

around the nation to enlist aid and sympathy for "louls Kossuth and his

people, crushed as they are by the despotic powers of Austria and Russia."
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Freservation of the relics and sourees of history by orgenigations
of history specialicts ig a service recognized s essential by responsible
opinion, The Minnesota Historicel Sosiety, oldest cultural institution in
the state, esteblished in 1849, stands es mn Ilnspiration toc the numerous
loeal historicel proups throughout Minnesotm, Tomorrow, under sponsorship
of the Kiwsnis elub at Litohfield, formetion of a Heeker county historieal
scoiety is to be discussed,

The recent annuel meeting of the state soelety demonstrated its
inocreasing velue to the citizens of Mimnnesotas Like e&ll such organizations,
it hed hendicaps to overcome before gaining its present pre-sminence in
educationsl end literary circles, Not the least of these occurred when the
Gapitol burned, in 1881, end the scolety's records were rushed seross the
street to & church for safety.

The Chroniele-Register, Jenuary 5, 1860: "The first publie ex~
ercises of the Minnesota Historieel Society took’ place at the Methodist
Chureh, St. Paul, on the first inst. . . + At the appointed hour . «

Hone Chief Justice Goodrich wes called to the Chair,” It was then moved
thet & committee "be appointed to wait upon the orator of the day, Rev,
Mr, Neill; snd inform him thet the audience was in waliting to hear his
address.” A featurs of the occamsion was "the presence of the far-famed
*Sixth Infentry Band,' now stationed at Fort Smelling."

Seme year, seme papers "Hembers of the Historicel Society are
requested to oell upon the Tressurer, W. E, Forbes, Eeqe, and pay their
foe o « « The Boclety is inourring expense for printing, &e."

§t, Anthony Express, '6li "The Secretary of the Territory hes
returned from & short trip Fast . « « He informs us thet handsome done-

tions of books have been made . & o to the Minnesote Historieal Scolety
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by the Regents of the University « o + in behelf of the state of New Yorlk;

also by the 'Smithsonien Institution" et Weshington City,"

Pioneer; "641 . "At the annual meeting of the Soclety '« « . Messrs.

Olmsted end Le Due were eppointed s . » to epply to the proper euthorities

for a room in the Capitol for use of the Library end Cebinet . « « now

from necessity stored awey in the garret of the society,"”

Historieal Soclety . + « heve appointed

(LI
‘ne |

Minnesotian, '56:

D¢ A+ Robertson (end others) to deguerrotype, survey and exeavate the

entique Indien moiinds in the suburbs.”
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The waistline will be lower at BEaster==ein dresses em=

phasized by tucks and shirrings « « « coats emphasize the box type."
That's what they are showing at the Twin City Apparel Industries style
show at the Radisson this week. In grandmother's tire =--well, it was
different,

Dropping back to 1879, for instence. The Tribune told what they
wore at the swanky Harrow House promenade ball at Lake Minnetonka s

"Miss Reid, of Cincinnati, wore oream=colored bunting with scarlet
satin trimmings.

"Miss Annie Whitmore wore white dotted muslin, trirmed with Vale~
enciennes lace,

Miiss Birdie MoFarlane wore white musling with lavender solk
cuirasse basque,

"Mrs., Frank Hesler wore sea foam silk with point applique lacej coral
jewelry.

"iss Agnes Ames wore white muslin with cardinal satin ribbona,

"irs. Mel, He Eddy wore Nile green silk, combined with white silkj

garlends of rosesj diamond ear-rings,

"Miss Augusta Blow wore a white muslin lace~trimmed dress, white

satin ribbons, malachite ornements,

"Mrse Ae Es MoMullen wore white=figured muslin, trimmed with point
applique lece, coream=colored ribbons, silver filagree jewelry,

"Miss Tilden, of St. Paul, wore a dress of light blue grenadine and

silk, trimmed with bows of oream ocolor and cardinal duchess lace,.




Grandfather's Day.

"Mra, Brown, of New Orleans, wore a dress of black silk, with lace
overdress, and diamonds,

"irs., Grecnleaf's dress was white muslin end Valenciennes lace over
pink silk,

"iiss Minnie Reeve wore white lawn trimmed with Torechin lace; roses.

"Miss Carrie Belle King wore black grenadine, trimmed with black lace
over lavender silk ruffles.

"Miss May Lewis wore pink silk with an over=dress of Paris muslin and

lace,

"rs. George Bustis wore black satin, striped grenadine, light blue

hate"




srandfather's Day.

The made~in-Faribeault forum, meeting last Wednesday in the
Rice county seat, has sound reason for existence Mres I. N, Tate,
addressing the forum, referred to the city as having "laid the

foundation for the prosperity you are enjoying today" and suid &

N

business yesr is ahead. Back in the

also pretty

ennted intrusion of firewater, while business was
started, Mimmesctiem, '656¢ "We are informed thet a man from Iowa re=

cently brought two barrels of whiskey to Maribault, He was repeatedly

i

quested by the citizens to take it away, but refused, Finally a number

of them took possession of it, and knocked in the
Large numbers of Indians were in the neighborhood,

gelf defences”

1other sign of healthy businesss 8t. Paul
epublican states that the Steam Mill compe

are now cutting out from 8,000 to 10,000 staves and heading per day, and

soon have in successful operation all the machivery «=-except growing

poles s==for tuming out full grown flour barrels by the thousand."

Three years later, the Faribault Republies "The Faribault tanmnery
of Dy O¢ Brien is the only one in northern Minnesota 4 « « The greatest

aetivity is shomm in every department,"




Then, in 165 (5%, P Pioneer): "Yesterday (Novey 16) was a day
lonr to be remembered in our history, as the ammcupcement of & new era
in our State existence, The Minnesota Ceéntrel Railway was formally
opened to business by appropriate ineuguration ceremcnies, consisting of &
of 8te Paul, St, Anthony and Minneapolis te

ich point the citizens sumptuously entertained them with

spread in the depot building "We have closed the

chapter of ploneer growth , '« « grasshoprers and droughts, and. entered

a new decade of unexampled progress,”

of which peved the way for Paribault's sixteenth annuel made-

alt  forum.
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Rochester, Minnesota to the world at large means the Mayos

and their eclinie. Indeed meny Minnesotens mey believe that Rochester
wes literally put on the mep by the noted pioneer doctor end his
renowned sons. But away beck in 1855, before Charles and Williem
were born, Fochester loocked good to a writer for the Dubugue Express
and Herald, whose article wes copied in the St. Paul Pioneer and
Democrat. He wrote:

"Hochester, a new town, the county seat of Olmsted county,
wag first settled last yeear and has 200 inhabitents, It is situated
on the south fork of the Zumbro .  « 8 braneh of the Minnesota river,
end hes water power sufficient for all the mills and manufactories
required in that section of the country.

"Purcheses of some of the mill sites have recently been
mede under c¢ontract to erect flouring and sawmills next year.,

Measrs, Harris & Co,., of Boston, Lowry, Lewls, Morton, Head, end others,
together with Messrs, Foster & Lindsley, of Beloit, Wis., are the
prineipal proprietors.

"Foster & Lindsley design to lay out 70 seres adjoining the
present town plat into lots. Herris & Cos, with other capitalists,
will expend §75,000 next sesson in building mills, stores, hotels and
dwellings. The town is a healthy 1l celity, near the econfluence of
four streems, and is one of the best interior points in southern Minn-
esota, It is on the line of the projected railroad from Dubuque to
St, Feul, end 0 miles directly west of Winona, from whiech plece a
reilroad will probebly be build to Manketo, on the Minnesota river.

This would meke Rochester an important railrosd center, e position
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its netural edventages highly favor, So meny improvements ere
designed to be ecarried on in the spring that a large number of
mechenics will find it is & good place for settlement,”

The Winona Argus, seme year, had this boost for
Mantorville, Dodge county:

Notwithstanding common report hed prepared us a sight
worth beholding, upon entering this village « + « wé must confess
that the number of inhabitents and substantial cheracter of the
improvements made far exceeded our expectations, Though but e few
months heve elapsed since lir, Mantor, the enterprising proprietor,
first 'struck down his stake' there the villege slready boests
three or four dry goods and grooery stores, shops of various kinds,
an excellent sewmill, and many other of the fixtures ready to meet

the demends of the country . « « They heve a fine water power in

town, and en abundance of timber near by, Mentorville is the present

county seat of Dodge county. The county received its neme from Gen.

Augustus C, Dodge, of Iowa, now minister to Spain,"
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More than 1,500 retail grocers and mercha n other lines

annual convenbion in St, Paul of the nnesote Retail

” st rﬁr*"G’

thought to a proposition to increase
requirement on retail merchandises,
grocers might be interested, in this connection, in knowing
e marked their stock in grandfather's day [n 170, the
carried an adertisement for I e Mills, headed "Gold vs,

sayings: "I W now give - { ash s 1bs erushed sugar

pulverized suge $ 8 pounds dried apples, $l3 best Japan

$le253 best ¢ er ‘gallon, : §e4( 1r place is neéither eggs=

B5o*

ges=pensgive,"

The Mankato Record, 171, thus welcomed:a neéw rrocer: "lNew Firm,=

Je Fe Wallace has ass wit i G ge Te Barr, one of the most

popular and thoroughly campetent:; o for business.in our city.ssThey

are fresh from New Tork,"

I'he March 11, 1871,
Co's.seyesterday, our eyes were
esh lettuce, the real, genuine
Iribune, also 'Tl: Worthfield has-adopted the ‘custom of
dayst on Saturdays, f he bringing together

Ue

profitable traf




tallow candles, 15<."

seme year, the Tribune press-agented

nelons made

than NWox
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Prognerity was not always just arocund the cormer. The Tribune of
] J y

1881 reflected in its columns & rosy state of affairs, with prosperity in

full sight and all over the plece,

"Jented e==25 more querrymen for Seuk Repidse DBoard, 53.50, free

feres 20 shovelers for Fort Snellings $1.76 pér dayj board, 134503 free
fare, 60 guarrymen end drillers end stone cutters for Sauk Rapid
carpenters for the Wortiem Pacific shops at Brainerd, 12.50; board,

free fare, 3500 men for lorthern Pacifiec railroad & + +$1.603 laborers,

1,653 froe fare & « "

"Yesterday the lMilwaukee road had a gang of 200 men working om the

new transfer tracks on Second street . & o today the M. & Ste L will add

a peng.”

“The Pillsbury A mill is now running night and day emd tuming out

flour that is promptly branded 'Pillsbury's Best,' "

B

The trmistees of the Farmers' and Hechanies'® Bank have declared the

thirteenth dividend on all deposits at the rate of 6 per cent.”

The county treasurer's statement for three months « « « The balance,

together with the previous balance on hend, leaves $324,352.27."

Tribune suggested a system of fines to increese city

revenue, @autioning the city fathers, however, that Mno arrests should be

made within 10 ceje preceding sm eleetion®
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"For a runaway, resulting im fright only ~wud2 for one blocks

each additionel block, 50 cents.

“For & runaway and breaking a wagom --={3 for one blocks eash

additional block, 756 eentss In case the horse breeks also, double the

ates.

"For a runaway s ¢ e knocking down eitigens =e=ten cents for each

citigen ¢ & »

"For loafing at street comers « « o« First offense, free; second
offense, J13 third offense, (2. Bach subsequent offense, double the

preceding one « ¢ & "
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The turbulent career of Mrs, Jane Grey Swisshelm, Minnesota

editress, politician and lecturer, is not unfamiliar to readers of
Minnesota historys A vooal firebrand in her day, Mrs, Swisshelm may
have inherited her faculty of causing publie disturbsnmee., But unlike

the troubled ancestor credited to her, she did not finally kneel under

the headsmen's. axe.

A Pittsburgh article in The Minneapolis Tribune in '83 said
other things: "Mrs. Swisshelm is a lineal descendent of Lady Jeane

who for 10 days was queen of Englend 4 , . Her attack upon Daniel ¥

which defeated him for the presidentisl nomination in 1848 (before

came to Minnesota) s & . will be remembered by the generel reader."

Mrse Swisshelm came to this state in '567 and started the St. Cloud
Visitor, GShe struck fire at oncey, Pioneer Demoecrat, the next year:
"Border Ruffienism in Mimmesotal Oreat Exoitementl Attemnt to S8tifle

76 Speechl + , « On the night of the 24th of Mereh, the office of the
Cloud Visitor was broken open, the press demolished, and the type
and contents of the office throwm into the street snd the river .
The citizens, indignent at this attempt to stifle free speech and to put
down an independent press, issued a call for a meeting ‘to be held at the
Stearns House on the ensuing evening and invited the editor to sddress them

o Nearly the entire population of the tomn . o turned out en

masse, while large delegations were present from Seuk Rapids end the

surrounding country,"
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Stillwater Messenger, later: "Mrs, S has suffered much .

But ope year since she had her press mobbed by the moccasin Democracy

of St, Cloud, because she dared to exercise the use of her pen and her
tongue. Strongly imbued with anti-slavery ideas, she 'spares not the

rod," "

.

8te Cloud ceme to think so much of her that her opinion was valued
on a variety of subjects. Pioneer Democrat, '6l:  "'Professor!
+ has opened in St, Cloud an 'African saloon, Barber shop and Lunch

1@

louse,' which lMrs. Swisshelm says is quite a convenience to thet towm,"

Iribune, '67: "Mrs, Jane G, Swisshelm writes to a paper that she
has long been accustomed to having her articles rejected, and that one

article of hers was rejected by the office boys of her omm paper.”
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Who discovered Minwetonke? The Tribune, September 23, 1879, quoted
Franklin Steele's cleim that he and Martin Mocleod were the first white
men to see the "big water," In any osse, Minnetonkens and all who fish
or swim, paddle cenoces or besk in the Minnesota sun on the shores of the
pleturesque resort ere grateful, In the ecourse of the artiele, the
Tribune seid:

"The discovery of Leke Uinnetonka has been sttributed to several
different persons, but it seems thet the first white men who ever gazed
upon its waters were Mr, Stesle and My, Martin Mcleod, a well known old
settler of ilinnésota,.

"One dey in August, 1839, Steele and Mcleod started out from Fort
Snelling on horseback, with their shotguns end severel days'! rations of
hard-breed. They hed heard from Indisns of a 'Big Weter' lying to the
west of the fort, but had never ascerteined from them its precise loca=
tion,

"They trevelléd for a while in e southwesterly direction towards
Shekopee, and then struck out into the woods almost north, Towards
evening they crossed Minnehaha creek, within sight of what is now known
a8 Gray's Leke, the eastern extremity of Minnetonka, end camped there.

"Each man carried two blenkets, one under his saddle end one on
top. The next day they sterted to trevel around the lake. When they
got & little beyond the present site of layzata they thought they were
nearly around it, but on reeching what is now known es Expectation
Point they found thet the water stretched out westward as far as the
eye could see,

"They travelled westward for two deys, keeping as close to the

borders of the lake as possihle; in the hope of getting arsund, then
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geve up the task es hopeleas, end striking off northward to a sonsider-

able dista from the leke in order to avoid sinuositlies of the shore

line, they turned east and reeched the fort in one days
"Mr, Steele confidently ssserts that he and his companion were the
n=pure original discoverers. 7The lake still retsinsg the neme that
- 'Big Water,'"
clain of Steele and Meleod might well have besen disputed dy
“i1liem Joseph Snelling. PBut it duesn't muech metter

49

: 3 A3 s ' :
now have all disocovered the lovely "big water"
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The pros and cons of socialized medicine are threshed over
vigorously at intervale. Byt that debate is only an incident in the
long and brilliant history of lMinnesota medicine. State annals reveal
& significant event in 1854. On June 5, the Minnesotian announced:

"The first annual meeting of the Minnesota Medical Soclety
will occur at St. Anthony Falls, on the 7th of June next, at 10 o'clock
a. m. Fhysicians throughout the territory are respectfully invited to
attend."”

In '81, community hygiene became news in Winona, when that
city's Repudblican stated: "Ladles' Health Soclety---It is designed
by @ number of ladies of Winons....t0 organisze & Ladies' Health Associa~
ticn, under whoge auspices a bathroom will de erected...and in conneo-
tion with which the famed Russian or Orienta)l method of bathing, so con=
ducive to health will be established."

S8t. Paul Press, '66: "A project is on foot to petition the
goverament to grant 10 sections of land...for the purpose of establishing
a medical department in the University of Minnesota."

Minneapolis Tridbune, '71: "Through the kindnese of Dr. A. E. Ames,
the physician of the '"Brotherhood of Gethsemane,' & dispensary has been
opensd at his office in Dayton's block by the Brotherhood, for supplying
the deserving poor of the city with medicines and medical advice free."

Stillwater Gagzette, '73: "A meeting of the physicians of this
gounty was held...at the office of Dr. Millard. A committee to prepare a

feeo bill was chosen."
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Tribune, '74: "Last evening Dr. Stone read a lecture of fifty
pagez on the history of social evil. ... He said it was high time that
the subject was spoken of in public and no longer whispered about in a

mysterious manner. History proved that it could not be eradicated and

therefore must be regulated. . . He recommended that all (prestitutes)

be fined, dbut in case of sickness fine remitted. The doctor's bill

should be pald by the city."
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The hundreds of dentists now attending the annﬁal meeting of the Minnesota Dental
Association in Minneapolis pursue their profession in a fashion different from thelr old-
time predecessors. Some early sdvertisements point the difference.

Chronicle & Reglster, 1860: "Dr. Jarvis, Dentist and Daguerrean, has arrived from
St. Louls. . . His stock of materials; both in thes dental and daguerreotype line, 1s most
extensive and complete. Pictures taken in superior style." Same peper and year, Dr. A. G.
Stipher: "Teeth inserted on gold plates from one to a full set, with spiral eprings or on the
principle of atmospheric pressure. . . glso prepared to construct and apply artificial pal-
ates." Dr. R. J. Sibley in the Mankato Record, 1860: "I will hereafter extract teeth for
twenty-five cents each.” Dr. D. G. Price in the Ploneer & Democrat, 1864: "I am inserting
full upper sets of teeth, on vulosnite or silver, for $325. Pull sets on either materisl,

$60. On'gold, at market rate.

Dr. W. J. Pierpont, "surgeon-dentist," in the Stillwater Messenger, 1866: "All in

want of dental operations are referred to my ratients, who are many. . . Will remain ell

winter. P.S. « I am in no way connected with traveling emd irresponeible dentists.® Dr.
Simonton in the St. Paul Pioneer, 1870: "Nitrous Oxide Cas (for painless extraction of
teeth) always on hand.®

Early convention, reported on October 24, 1866 in the St. Paul Daily Press: "The
dentists of Minneapolie and St. Anthony met in convention last night. . . It was voted that
an incresse in prices of dentistry be made. . . The increase relates to single and double
sets of teeth, and mouth operations. The former range from $30 upward, and for fillings
from $2 to $10. Extraction by ald of chloroform $2 extra.”

Progress as of 1874, described in the Stillwater Gazette. "We had the nleasure
Yesterday of examining a new and unique piece of machinery in the dental office,of B. G.
Merry lmown as 'Morrison's Engine.! It consists of a handsome spparatus standing mear the

operating chair which is manipulated by means of a treadle and by a combination of little




vwheels and pulleys, any one of a vast variety of instruments for cleaning the teeth, pre-

paring cavities for filling, polishing the teeth or cutting down filling by the aid of a
flexible contrivance is brought in immediate contact with the point to be operated om and
revolved with immense rapidity. . . The work is done so instantaneously that before the

victim has a chance to feel the pain, operations are suspended. Thie apparatus does away

with the many excruclating hand insgtruments heretofore in vogue. . ."
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The next month, that lock in 'the Picheer's eye was losing some
of its fire. Seid the Pioneer, in reporting a visit te the state
prison by the legislative committee: "The prison presents & marked

improvement in eppearsnce over last year., The old unsipghtly and une

gainly front wall the past has given place to one that is certainly

radl $ohla 44 €] RAas . ATTan YR N s "
crediteple to whe Hoa 1 appearance at least P
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Minnesota's lepgislature has been called on to decide if our
friend the walleyed pike is no longer the walleyed pike but the
stizostedion vitreum, Seénator Dahle, who brings up this matter,
el wonts the brook trout to be the salvelinus fontinalis. The

vtor, with seientific authority behind him, su
breakers for Minnesote fish.

The trend nowedays is toward short words in a spare style. Dut
in grandfether's time, they liked a bit of faney pro In '56, the
Ste Mnthony Express let itself go on Ole Bull's violins "It is super=
human, angelie, devilish, It talked «-<it sing ==<it laughed ===it
motned seeit wept ==eit shricked w-wit howled =ewit prayed =-=it curst
wwwnow holding the orowd breathless, spellbound e=enow drovning it
in tears s » & "

The Minnesotiean in a descriptive article in '57 said:
beautifully, delightfully, romantically, healthfully énd advantageously
situated at the foot of “eke Pepin,"

Again in '67, the St, Anthony Express had an opportunity to be
eleborate, when it reported that "the remeins of a dikelocephalus
Minnesotensis were found s « &« where workmen were blasting o The
first of this remarkable species of trilobite . « s was discovered in
argillocalcareous beds on Lake St. Croix."

In '75 The Minneapolis iribune thus was moved to meke a retort
"The St, Faul Pioneer Press says, 'The Minnearolis Tribune is & re-
volving, prismatic polyhedron«' That's libelous, you semivertieillated

vermicule, you trigastriec trigonocerous bufo wulgeris, you polyé¢istine
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calling nemes,

illwvater Cazetie

conglomeration of odorifex

for & '+ « butter
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They are not having esutomobile shows these days, end Minneapolitans

nul mess displey of motorcer aristocrats, Meanwhile, olde

like to recall the first auto show held in the eitys The Tribune

w, the first one attempte
opened with & grand flourish of trumpets yesterdey, and th
a more successful berinning to & public funotion « « « Those present who
thet an automobil o would be held . « « never would have
that it would be brought to such e fruition es marked its finel

"

The big Armory hall was & scene of such splendor a8 has never

seen here before « « « The scheme of decorations wes something wonderful

e ¢ » The main floor is devoted to the sutomobile exhibits, emd the balecony

has been enlarged and arrenged for booths for the display of sundries s ¢ .

On the flocr there are mschines valued in the agpregate at over a million

dollars s+ « « There mre chassis polished and dull, painted and not pzinted
you know, ig the rimning gear withont the bodys) some of them

operated with electric motors to show the working of the parts « «

"There is the whole list of eutomobile vehicles, the gasoline in
air=cooled and water-cooled, the electrics in every shape and form
there are touring ears of mammoth proportions, limousine bodies, 1little

their long gears

ry drays, heavy vene, busses,
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"7 hear the French terms used end the mechsnical jargon tha

A

roing the rounds « » & the rank outsiders would feel very much as if

RO

he had teken a trip to & strange land, and e&s far as that is ooncerned,

a trip to the automobile show saves the price of a steamer ticket to

the old country « « « The leading members of the Symphony Orchestra have

been engaged for the week

"Judping from the opening day, there will be quite an at tendance

of young people who will make use of the brilliant show as a promenade

for the evening, for it gives a splendid opportunity for the young people

to meet each other and at the same time enjoy the masice"
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Tn the bold, bad age in which we are now living, one is apt to
associate the word "axemen" with hatchet murders. Therefore it comes
as something of a surprise to learn thers was a time when the city of
Brainard needed axemen the worst ways But times change,; and axemen with

'bh(m].

" O v . n

In an artielé headed "The New City of Brainard,” the St

Daily Press, January 26, 1872, carried the following:

-
)

"Everybody has heard of 'Brainard’! on the Ne Pe Rallroasy but few

are aware that this little 'City of Pines! is a go-ahead place of 140
houses; and a population of 1,300, but such is the
"That its inhabitanbts use comsiderable ‘'hard stuff' may be judged

by the fact that there are only forty gin mills in 1t As for eating

houses, there are only twenty-five.

"The '"Headquarters?! is about finished, and ere long the traweling

public will have the pleasure of satisfying the 'imner man' at the largest
establishment of its kind on the Northern Pacifics

"Sometimes rowdies kick up a musse To punish such, the authorities
have let a contract for bullding a courthouse with & jail attacheds Braine
ard owes its thanks to We We Heartley, Esq., County Auditor, for his ox=
ertion in having it built.

The sale of lots has been llvely for some weeks past,; and the prin-
cipal business men propose moving a little nearer the depots With the
building of more sawmills, machine shops, foundries and the establishment

()

e newspaper, which latter is the most important feeture of Brainsrdts

£

0

progress, she is bound to be a place of no small note,




UThe mamfacturing of ties has been carried on very

-

this winter, the principal contractors

mmber of good axemen.

% - - e i . E L e bdid saai ek - -
béen roporved the & Bassett 1r putting up a new

sawnill for the purpose of ¢ ng ties, and they may be suesessful in

thely undert
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The smith a mighty man is he" = even in this so-called horse-
less ages Probably surprising to meny wes the fact that when the Minnesota
Blacksmiths and Welders association convened last week in Minneapolis, 500
attended.

Early blacksmith publicity in Minnesota annals were advertisements
of Je Montour, of Sts Paul and E. Tracy of Stillwater in the Register, April '49,
The Stillwater man declared -his work was "executed with despatche"

That seme year the Piomeer published a business directory for Stille
water, and it contained the name of another man "with broad and sinewy hands"es=
Matthew laisey, blacksmith and wagonmaker,

Ste Paul's first directory, published at the seme time, listed
Montour, Joseph Browm, D, C, Taylor and William H, Nobles in the "bravny arms”
classs

In '66, F. Gilman of St, Paul advertised Minnesotian for "one

machine blacksmith."

"The Minnesote Iron

In '68, the Minneapolis Tribune amncunced that:
Works have just doubled the size of their blacksmith shop and erected one of
Shew & Justice's power hammers. The weight of the machine is about 6,500
pounds, the hammer itself weighing 100 pounds and striking 225 blows per
minutes" No time here for the "measured beat and slows"

In '70, the Tribune recorded that: "A large two=story blacksmith
shopssebelonging to Louls Bagqurom, & Frenchman at 0ssec...was destroyed by

firesseincluding all the contents..sThe fire originated from one of the forges.

The loss was about $4,000, upon which there was no insurance,”
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Stillwater item in Tribume, '76==«"Mr, C, C. Johnson is again

aged in manufecturing plows in the blacksmith shop above Staples' mill,

He expects to turn out over a hundred 'during the winters"
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Genera

congress

locks, to ¢reate an upper harbor for Minneapolis, He also request-

appropriation for dredging below the lewer lock and in the proposed
er harbor,
modern enginesri

Pioneers in the '50s might have been em

Lil

tackled the problem of upper Mississippi navig

P g R S L ke ! g
1eats, bDut Taey, GO0,

The Chronicle & Register (3t. Paul), s 1850,

lne )11

3 )

the river above the
been given to a steamboat whiol

the superintendence of lir. an experienced shipwright from Water-

laine, to navigate the Missi lppi river above ‘the

"The boabtsssis 118 feet in length, with

liameter, and 26 feel in bread

he engine
Sunday, end was

which'is @ locomotive one, it calculated she

OO 5 P Pl s " P SN
wil 1< R Al Lpydd &LV Ll s ®

Pioneer saic "The Gov. Ramsey made an

Adthony a few miles up the

ighbors up north=

how 'do they contrive live up there all shut. out from the world
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a hen in Corcoran, which is decidedly the largest hen's

e
o

We ever s: It measured 75 by 11 inches,"

r workingmen,

dozene"

the bridge, was halted just before

by an enterprising grocer with an inquiry for

mhea 1y AT £ oy T o k- J - a0 R
The countryman had a few dozén. 'How much?? Fifteen cents.desand the

Ngs«sand ready
g£s. are eggs nowadays Tearfiors have the

A

get 30 cents a-dozen,
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EKing Winter reigned again in Minnesota last Saturday at Fairmont's
frost frolics The pelace, made of 50,000 tons of ice, was a feature.
0ld annals indicate that the town, if it had felt so inclined, might
have constructed a palace of butter. Or cheese,

Fairmont wasn't thinking about ice frolics back in 1684 Baild the
Minneapolis Tribunes - "A ecitizen of Fairmount, Martin county, writing
to the Bt. Paul Press, says: 'We need & physiclan in this county ...
nearer than Blue Earth or Winnebago City.'"

In %68 the city also boasted its prosperity in e dispateh to the
Ste Paul Press; "Our merchants are doing & good trade this springeess
$10,000 could be loaned in this county at 25 per centsess There are four
stores, two blacksmith shops, court house, schoolhouse, and & number of
dwelliny houses in Fairmont."

They'd have had some trouble getting ice for a 'palace in '70,
apparentlys Mankato Union, in December: "lMr. Kellett left at our
office on Friday two buttercups in blossom, which he plucked on the
prairie in MePherson (Martin county) the first of December,"

The butters Tribune '78: "Butter is quoted at Fairmont et three
to 8ix cents per pound." And the cheeses "last week the Fairmont cheese
factory shipped 20,000 pounds of cheese to New York. - They expect to
realize eight to ten cents per pound on the lot."

February of 1881 seemingly would have been & good time to stage
an ice frolice Tribune: "PFairmont, Mimne, Febs 8«=<The heaviest
snowfall from the southeast that ever was lmown at this point commenced
on Friday the 4th, and snowed for three daysecs.es No eastern mail for

10 days."
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Mery hed e 1little lamb, but so did lots of others in early Minnesote,
And the industry they developed wes ell wool end & yard wide. Note the meeting
of orgenized wool growers being held todey in Crookston,

Possibilities of the state as & wool furnisher were seen &s early as
elong sbout 1854, when the St: Peul Demoorat said: "We have recently noticed
several large droves of sheep pessing through the eity, end learn that the fine
grazing qualities of the land in this vicinity . . . have tempted capitelists to
try the experiment not only of giving St, Psul good mutton, but testing the
capacity of Mirmesota es a wool-growing country,"

Daily Minnesotien, two years later: ™Mutton For The Million = A drove
of 1,200 fat sheep pessed our office yesterdsy, on their waey to pastures west of
the eity."

Under the heeding "First Shipment of Wool," the Red Wing Republicen
reported in May '58: "Five bales of wool were shipped from this point to
#ilweukee on Tuesday last, by P. M, Wright, Forwarding and Commission Merchent,

It was raised by Moses Jewell, Fsq., of Fine Islend . . . His opinion is that no

better wool growing country can be found than Centrel endMinnesote,”

Pioneer Democrat, '569: "P, S. Carson, the pioneer wool grower of this
county (Nicollet), has Just sold this year's crop of wool, Last year he sheared
70 pounds of wool from 10 sheep, end hed en increase of 12 in his flock. This
year the 22 head produced about 100 pounds of wool . ., . "All honor is due Mr.
Carson for his efforts in esteblishing the success of wool growing in this
section of Minnesote, as it promises to be one of the most profiteble branches
of egriculturel industry in our state. Our dry, healthy climate .-» sspecially
during winter .-= and our sbundently rich pastures offer peculiar inducements to
oapitslists to enter lergely into this brench of productive woslth, WNr, C's

ewes are merinos."




Red Wing Sentinel, "69: “Sheep reising is becoming orne of the most

suscessful enterprises in our state, We lecrn thet a drove of 250 pagsed

through Kochester one day last week, bound for the rich graging lends of

Hice county. They cennot help but be profiteble stoek in Mirnesote."
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Sharecropping and tenant farmers were up for formal discussion
in Minneapolis last weok, Recognised today as & major problam of nation-
al econamios, sharseropping was of 1ittle concern to our Mimesoba grand-
fatherse It was every man for himself in those dayse /And sharing wes a
matter of neighborly cooperation rather them industrial dislocations

ihen Minnesota's knocking at the door of the Union was belng
heard and the door was being openede-that i1z to say, in 1849w=-the tenant
farmer was his own landlords Crop nows was proninent in the early-day

"

paperss The Mimesots Register revcaled that foroes inimionl to orep sue-

scess had to be combatted then as nows YA destroylng reptile similar to
the avmy worn...has been playing sad havoe with the wheet and oat erops on
the prairie between here (Ste Paul) and Iake Sts Croix,"”

On the brighter side, in '51, the linnesota Demoorat: "Extensive

spricultural inmprovements are in progress in Benton countye The farmers of

that region devote their labor chiefly to the cultivation of oats, potatoes

and corne In no portion of the west is farming 80 profitable as up there
in the neighborhood of the Indians,"

SteAnthony Expreoss, quoting the Pioneer in '51s: "We have been
looking at thec rope of Gen., Wilson..ewho is cultivatiag the M'Cann farmess
He showed us crops of various kinds, raised without mamure, that cammot be
surpassed anywheré, Several thousend cabbages, standing in solid eolumns
like an army of sturdy Hollanders, enormous rutabagas, white Fnglish turnips,

as large as Brittania teapots..."




Pioneer, '63s "And onion raised fram the seed in the garden

of Cepts Foote's company at Fort Ridgely meacured 6% inches in diameter,"

Here was a near case of nature-~baked potatoese~-limesotien, '563

"We are now having & regular roasbing spell of weather, with the thermometey

rangirgabout 86, Bub it helps the corm and potatoes amazingly.”

Stillwater Messengar, '58s seethé copious showers of rain during
the past week Lave placed more gold in'the pockets of our paople than will
ba the vield of all The gold mined in Iowe and Ninnesobs for..sbwenty

o o

yeara to conmee
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Minneapolis observes the annual New Citizens Day today, under
plens arrenged by the Internmatiomal Institute and officials of the National
New Citizens Day committees, In these times, folks from the old world
seek the citizenship of free America pet a formal, y welcome; in
other days, they just immigrated end started toiling at the foundetions of
a new freedoms

It was the unfortunate lot of some of the immigrants to be imposed

n by those who had preceded them, Thus the St. Paul Press, in 1861, told

A Repular Swindle”

"There is = lot of ome<horse boarding-house keepers in our city, who
have cormenced practicing a very mean and despicable business towards immigrents
who arrive by the voats from belows Only a few days since, a number of Germ
femilies arrived, and, a8 is the custom with these economieal people, were
anxious &t once to depart for their destination up the Minnesota rivers A
boat in that trade, ready to land them in a few hours where they desired to
settle, was at the levee, upon which they engaged passages But just before
the boet left one of these harpies , « « came among them with the lying tale
that the Indiens were overrunning the neighborhood where they were going end

3

mirdering all the whites.

"He persuaded most of them to remain a few days, took them to his

house, or the house for which he is & runner, and of course made a good thing
out of his false story.
1"

. « We would suggest to the Mayor to detail a day policemam for

that service who understands the Cermen lanpguages”
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The desirability of becoming Americen eitizens had well impressed
itself upon immigrants in the '60s and '708, 'In 1870, the Mimnespolis
Tribune annowmeoed: "Judge Vanderburg poes to Litehfield
to hold a speoiel term of ‘the District Court, fo
of enabling foreimm homestead settlers to take ont their final natu'ale
ization

Citizen-adoption boomed in October 1880, when the Tribune said

26th: "Up to noon yesterday 333 naturelizetion papers had been

issued & & » for the month of Octobers In September only seven were taken

oute”™ The rush continued. On November 2, the Tribume reporteds "Eighty

naturaligation papers were issued yesterday o o « making about 580 voting

eitizens produced from imported meterinl within a month,”
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A woman's work is mever donme. Nelther, apparently, are the farmer's
troubles. On Januvary 12, 1870, a correspondent of the Nordisk Folkeblad of
Minneapolis spoke his mind on the subject. Translated, the letter said in part:

"Hardly anyone here talks about anything else but the hard times,
and this 1s only natural as the price of wheat, the farmer's most important
product, remaing at 45 - 50 cents per bushel, while he is forged to pay the
same high prices for clothes and groceries as well as in hiring farmhands.

"It appears as 1f the businessmen are doing thelr utmost and are
prepared to use extreme measures to collect outstanding debts, even to the
extent of sending the gheriff to conflscate all of their personal property.
In this instance, however, the law of the state of Minnesota restrains them.

"A short time ago, a storekeeper at St. Peter sent the sheriff to

8 Gaerman faimer to seize 800 bushels of wheat to satisfy a debt of $300,

and 414 not allow the farmer to haul the wheat to the market, but paid high
prices $0 others to have it done. BShortly after ... the businessmen of 8t.
Peter had a meeting and decided that all outstanding debts must be paid in
before Dec, 20 and that against those that falled to do so they would 'apply
the word of the law to its fullest extent' ... These measures have angered
the farmers who feel that these hard times are not the proper time to take
such steps. During the so-called good times, such things were unheard of...
"The farmers at Lake Prairie and New Sweden have held & meeting
where ... 50 of the participants formed an association which will attempt
to sell their grain to eastern markets, and to order their necessities from
that part or try to establish a farmer-union store... which will acquaint
itself with the previously formed farm associations in Vasa, Goodhue county,
and Lanasing, Iowa. Something ought to be done in this direction, and gome~

thing can be done if we unite and use our energy in the best way.
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"1 should like to see the farmers of lLake Prairie, New Sweden,

Bernadotte and Granby unite and make & real effort at this, and &f it
succeeded, 200 - 300 members could be expected to take part in the move-
ment...

"As things now stand, we are éntirely dependent on the business
men, &nd their meetings and conferences have indicated that they are bound

to take as much advantage of the farmers as possible."

- 3 RS D D
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Minneapolis had more than an even chance of becoming an honest-
to-goodness city back in '66. It seemed, however, that the town needed
to stiffen up & bi%, put some starch in itself. The Indianapolis Journal
printed the views of a special correspondent in June of that year.

' "Minneapolis just now seems to be in the transition state - dof-
fing the simplicity of a gcountry town for the more pretentious dignity

of a city. As a necessary conseguence, extravagance is patent everywhere.
Ladles ape the latest itylos of dress, such as the tinlest little hats

and the biggest tilting hoops. Men go about sporting monkey coats and plug

hats. Tast young men sport fancy turnouts, drive fast horses, and tallk

race course slang.

"Minneapolis can boast of her own theater, horse races every
Saturday, and gambling hells every night... Manufacturing towns have
never been known for good morals, and Minneapolis promises to be no ex-
ception to this rule...

"New stores are bdeing opened on all hands, and the writer ..., s
much mistaken 1f merchandising does not prove to meny as unprofitable
business within a twelvemonth. The professions are overcrowded and some
have found this so to their sorrow. We want mechanigcs, not lawyers or doe-
tors...

"One or two good sound banking institutions would pay well. The
present banking capital is far too meager to meet the demands of our legiti-
mate businessmen... If any of your capitalists desire a good opening in
this direction, send them along at once to judge for themselves how near
I am pight.

"Minneapolis wants a wholesale drug store. A good, live, enter-

prising firm can soon build up & splendid trade in this line.
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"Again, 8 starch factory would pay well. Minnesota potatoes

possess more starch than any other found in the Uniom, &nd can be purchas-

ed at less price. Any quantity can be had in the fell or spring, at from
16 to 25 cents per bushel., Here is & splendid chance for somedody.

"Last, but not least, we want farmers to an indefinite extent.
Plenty of good land - cheap as dirt. Good woodland claims can be had with-

in a mile or two of rallroads at $6 per acre."




- y
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Legislature time has always been news time. A time also for ad-
vice to the solons and comment on their performance. In '73, the St. Paul
Press, noting the gathering of the new legislature, harked back informa-
tively to the first one:

"There are only three members of the present Legislature who were
in the then Territory of Minnesota when its first lLegislative Assembly was
held... in 1849 .. Nine souncillors and aighteen representatives compos-
ed this august body."

Official gourtesy was reported in the 8t. Paul Dispatch, '74:

"Following is a copy of the cards of invitation ilasued for the
coming reception ... 'Yourself and ladies are invited to attend a lLegisla-
tive Reception at the capitol ... The mutual wish on the part of the mem=
bers and citizens to become better acquainted suggest the propristy of ex-
tending and receiving this courtesy. The entire building has been placed
at our dlsposal for inspection on that ogccasion.'"

Years before, in '57, the Ploneer & Democrat, watching the new
legislature closely, offered counsel. "The first and paramount duty of
the legislative assembly, now that it is organised for work, is to take
the steps necessary to secure the earliest possidle admission of our state
into the federal union. . . The first and most important step towards the
performance of this duty is the election of United States senators, thus
securing our state a hearing before the upper house of congress. Minnesota
will never be admitted until the legislature testify sufficlent interest
in the event to commission senators %o represent us im that bYody. Every
day's delay of this duty bids falr to increase the chances against our
speady and peaceful admission."
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Again in '74, the Pioneer engaged a little jibe at the lawmakers:
S8ald the Ploneer: "he effect of the omisasion of the railroads to issue

passes $0 the memders of the legislature is already apparent. Instead of

ad journing over yesterday until Tuesday, as has been the custom for years,

the senate will plod through the usual amount of business today."
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Oh, rise up,: #illie Riley, and come

to ro with you and leave this counterie « e« s "

Winnescte snnels chronicle the arrivel of immigrents from meny

-

lends, and prominent among the ploneer settlers were those from the Island

of Saints end Scholerss It wag & long trip over from the old sod in those

Nay 19, 1852, the Minnesota Democrat (8%, Paul) reported: "Two

respectable end intelligent Irish femilies arrived last weck from Ireland,

hey erogssed the Atlantic in seiling vessels, and were 70 doys on the ways

They sey that the people of Ireland are also 'l ginning to learn something

about the new state of Mimmesota, and they oot & considerable immipration

of most substantial elass of Irish farmers within the present season.”

X

Same peper, same yeart "St: Patrick's day will be celebrated in grend

style today., There will be a procession this moming, and a supper at
Bernard Roper's Hotel « » & thig eveninge" In 1854, on November 21, the

Picrieer ennounced that "Father lMcMenus, on Sunday, proncunced the first

"

Catholie

in the Irish lenguage ever delivered in Mimnesota, at the
h |

Two years later, the Pioneer said: "Sons of St. Patrick --=This
’

benevolent society celebrated the enniversery of the birth of Ireland's

patron seint on Monday by & procession, Upwards of 300 persons were in the

line of the procession, and the appearance presented was quite ereditable
to the members of the society, In addition to the Sts Paul band, the ex-
cellent band of the 10th Heriment at Fort Snelling wes in the line and
diseoursed excellent rusice”

liinmesote Irishmen were quick to answer the Union call to arms, Daily
Press, April 23, 186l: "Last evening our fellow eitizens of Irish birth had
a full end most enthusiastio meeting at Market Hall . . + Patriotic addresses

were made by Cap'ts John O'Gormen, P. Ryen and Le¢ Pe Cotter ln favor of

mortine our National Government and the time=honored Stars and Stripes « + «

L
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But March 17 was alivays a day of green memories. Minneapolis Tribune,

@ Irish Americen citizens of Minneapolis celebrated the birthday

7 Mm
763 Th

of Irelend's patron saint in a menner creditable to themselves and gratifying

to their friends
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Better and more beautiful homes will be emphesized when the tenth
ennuel Builders House and Flower show opens todsy in the Minnespolis
euditorium. Exhibits designed for comforteble modern living will be
¢ far ery from the days when the thing at hend for Minnesota houses
was of necessity, good enough,

Coneluding an article on the housing situstion, the Minnesote
Democrat (St. Paul), in 1861, seid: "Many economicel persons with femilies
imock together as soon as they lemd e rude shantie, in which they live quite
comfortably until a better building can be srected, and thus avoid the
expense of high rent.,"

The article made these further observetions: "Vecant houses ere
hard to find, end consequently rents ere very high. A small shop or
office, 15 by 2 O feet squere, on any of the improved streets, will rent
readily st from §6 to §10 per month, A one-story building situated in
any part of the town, conteining four rooms, eech say 12 feet square,
with or without a cellar, pump or cistern, will rent for from $12 to £18
per month, As a general rule, the rent of a small building for two years
will pay ell the cost of its building. Rents cannot fall until the -
supply more nesrly approximetes the inoressing demand for tenements ., . .
Bulldings are erected . . « with telegrephic repidity. If one makes @
trip to the country on a fishing or hunting excursion, he is estonished
on his return et the number of buildings end shanties comménced and com=
pleted during his ebsence.,"

St. Anthony Express, next yeer ('52): "John G, Lennon, Esq., hes
commenced the erection of s large dwelling house at the lower pert of the

town, Vhen ocompleted, it will be the most splendid building in the
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Territory. Mr, Lennon knows how to do things up brown,"

Express again, seme year: "There is @ great scaricity of brieck in
this vieinity. Some of our enterprising citigzens should embark in this
branch of business. Fight or ten dollars per thousand have heretofore
been asked for this necessary building materiel,

"Money eould be made by reducing the price one helf; besides, most
of our buildings would then be built of briock, which would greatly add to

the beauty of 5t, Anthony.
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The memorable feet of Mrs. Dionne apparently has spurred the stork
wherever it flies, Twins are mere nothings nowadeys in the newsj quadrupl;ts
have taken the 6enter of the stage,

In louisville, e Minnesota ghost town, there were quads long agos The
St, Paul Pioneer-Democrat, on July 12, 1866, said: "A married woman in Louis-
ville, on Thursdey before last, gave birth %o two boys end two girls. The
boys were nemed Jemes Buchanan and John C. Breckenridge."

01d age items vied with birth feetures in the early ennels, Minnesota
Pioneer, '66: "Roger Bagley, of Olmstead county, Minnesota, 107 years of age,
ceme into Brownsville & few days since to exercise his right to pre-emption
(to teke out a homesteed cleim), He is said to be the oldest men in the
Territory."

Menketo Record, '68: "The Martin County Atles mentions the death of
louis La Boats, aged 104 years, et the residence of his son=in=law, Peter Dugen,
in Feirmont. His wife, still living, is 99."

Minneaspolis Tribune, '79: "The'grandmother of the publisher of the Alexe
andria Post hes seen eight generations of her family."

Hastings Times, '79: "An inmate of the porhouse in Nininger nemed Mrs.
Megdalena, aged about 96, and who has been almost blind, recently recovered
her sight so as to be able to read the finest print without the use of glasses,"

In '67, the Minnesotian related a story, possibly a tall story, with a
vital statistics background,

"Hone Fe Ke===, late Probate Judge of & neighboring county, wes waited
upon one afterncon by a widow with & child in her arms . . « 'You see, judge,
my husbend was & forehanded men, and left & good ferm « + « and just because

I em @ lone women . « » his relatives are going to throw me out of ell my third,
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Now, a lewyer told me ¢ + « that if there was an heir he would take it all,

and I should be its guardien.,! 1'How long since your husband died?' asked

the judge, "About 13 monthe,' was the reply., 'And how old is the ¢hild?!

"Four weeks,' was the answer, 'I am afraid this cese is beyond my jurisdiotion,'
said the judge. . « 'But,' said the woman, 'if your Probate Court can't establish

an heir, what is it good for?t'"




The Sibley House association, a branch of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, last week concluded e meeting in St Paul and heard
reports on improvements to the historic premises.

Memories of General Henry Sibley were revived during the sessions.
The Minneapolis Iribune on February 19, 1891, the day following his death,
paid eloguent tribute to the first governor of the state of Minnesota. "He
was Minnesota's oldest inhebitant for several yesrs before his death, and
throughout his whole life he was honored, respected and loved by his fel-
low citizens, and his memory will be hcnored throughout all time."

Sibley was buried the next day, February 20, the 80th anniversary

of his births The Iribune continued:

"His death was not unexpected, for on Sunday night when he sank

into an unconscious conditiones. it was evident that the end was nears..
Governor Merriem issued a proclamation announcing the death of Gen. Sibley
end the ee.sstate assembly passed eppropriate resolutions."

In 1849, Sibley received popular recognition for his work in rep=
resenting Minnesota territory in congrass during his first tem. His reward
was unanimous 'reelection. The Minnesota Register said: "The returns of this
Territory are all in, Hone H. H. Sibley reelected Delegate without opposition.
We do not note the result as so many Whigs and so many Democrats to -the legls-
lature; party politics did not enter into the contest."

What congress did and how it did it in the 18th century may be
learned et the University of Minnesota if a gift by Sibley has been pre=-
serveds The Ste Anthony Express, in 61, reported: "We have the pleasure
of announcing the receipt of six volumes of 'Annals of Congress,' from lon.

R. M. Young, clerk of the house of representatives of the United States.
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They are presented to the University of Minnesote end are very valuable,

embracing the annals of congress from 1789 to 1797 The university is in-

debted to the exertioms of the Hon. H. H, Sibley for these works."
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Minneapolis today begins to be host to the Minnesota Funeral

Directors associations This business has kept pace with modern ideas

and new techniques, and, even in the mass burials of these war days, as

much respect as possible is shown the deceased,

The St. Peter Tribune of January 23, 1863 reported tragically
sudden filling up of burial lots: "We are informed by Klein & Brother,
the undertekers of this place, that the total number of persons in the
cemetery since the 18th of last August foots up to the astonishing total
of 127, or more than during the entire previous history of St. Feter,

Of this number 20 were residents of the town, 60 were children, and the
balance over 21 years of ages This record has been made since the (Indian)
outbreak, and is direetly attributed to it, resulting as it does from wounds,
or exposure, or confinement in crowded and poorly ventileted rooms,"

The Sioux outbreak of 1862, to which the 8t. Peter newspaper refers,
was climaxed by a mass burial of 38 Indiens in a manner caloulated to in-
terest the funeral directors gathered today to discuss dignified and beauti-
ful obsequiess The execution of the Indians took place at Mankato on Dec=
ember 26 The Goodhue County Republican, appearing January 9, 1863, printe
ed several columns about the event and gave this description of the interment:

"Grounds were selected upon which to erect the gallows on the levee
opposite the present Indian reservations The gallows <« 18 24 feet square
with posts, 15 feet between joints, to afford room for the hanging of 10 Ind=-
ians on each sidese«s The bodies were cut dowm, placed in four army wagons
sseand were taken to the grave prepared for them among the willows on the sand

bar nearly in front of the towns They were all deposited in one grave, 30 feet in
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length by 12 in width, and four feet deep, being laid on the bottom in

two rows with their feet together and their heads on the outsides They

were simply covered with blankets and the earth thrown over theme"
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