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Minneapolis will have plenty of eggs tomorrow, thanks to the industry
of the Minnesote hen and the mysterious cooperation of the reabbit, But
that was not always so, The Chronicle-Register, in 1860, lamented: "Tomorrow
is Baster Sunday, but the good old custom of feasting upon eggs most of us
will have to forego . « + The poultry and egg trade here holds out great in=
ducements to down the river folks."

In '76, the Minneapolis Tribune wondered: "Is It Right to Ride to
Church on Sunday?" and then dodged the question: "Respectfully referred to
the conference at Stillwater next week,"

At times, in earlier years, were left chewing their pencils during
Lent, a Faribault correspondent of 1881 frenkly admitting in the Tribune:

ﬂ.“The Lenten season being in progress, the items of interest in the sociel are

comperatively seoarce, Dencing parties are of course given up, and other amuse=
ments are few end far between,"

The Tribune, April 9, 1882, geve this thumbnail sketech of the religious
holideys

"Todey being Easter Sundey, the churches throughout the city will observe
the occasion with speciel and eppropriate observences., The proper time for the
celebration of Easter has occasioned no little controversy, the great mass of
the early Eastern Christians celebrating Easter on the fourteenth day of the
first Jewish month or moon, considering it to be the equivalent of the Jewish
Passover,

"The western churches, however, celebrated it on the Sundey after the
fourteenth dey, ho!ding that it was the commemoration of the resurrection of
Christ., The querrel was finally settled in 3256 A, D« by the Council of Nice,

which decided in favor of the western usage . +
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"As everybody knows, the most characteristic Easter rite and the one
most widely diffused is the use of Easter eggs. They are usually stained
of various colors with dye woods end herbs, and people mutually make presents
of them  + « There can be little doubt that the use of eggs at this season
was symbolicel of the revivication of nature-=-ethe springing forth of life

in spring + + »

"From a Christien point of view, this 'feast of eggs' has usually

been considered as emblemetic of the resurrection of a future life,"
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Fruit early beceme the epple of Minnesota's eye, Probably those
early growers did not all visualize the proportions to which the state's
fruit industry was to grow.

But meany of them were hopeful guessers, St, Paul Ploneer, in 1840:
"Cranberries are gathered in the vieinity of St Paul in great abundance.
Probably when the bills of export are all summed together we can show a larger
export of this erticle than any other section of the union." 1In '70, the St,
Paul Press; "Peaches are becoming plenty « « « from 75 cents a box to $2.50,
Apples are deily improving in size and quality . « « The best wild plums were
selling yesterdey for §$2.50 and $3 per bushel."

In '71, & communication from Weshingtomn, De C., in the Pioneer:

"I have a good item for Minnesota in the line of fruits, On visiting
the rooms of the Potomae Frult Growers' Association yesterday , « « the first
table I noticed was covered with dishes of Minnesota apples and pears, ex=
hibited by Pe Ae Joewell, delegate of your State Socletys

"Now I have never been of the opinion your state could not grow frult,
but must confess myself altogether surprised at the unexpected display of such
megnificent specimens as were on exhibition, There are on this table thirty
varieties of apples, meny of them very large, perfectly formed end possessing
& peculisr richness of color thet attraotgd general attention.

"The Finnish Besuty pears were more deliocately colored than the epples,
¢ o » Mry Jewell attributes the color & « to the peculiar atmosphere of your
state, dryneés end oloudless skies . « + I learn from Mr, Jewell that he has
upwards of 300,000 fruit trees at his place near Lake City, & good evidence of
faith in fruit growing in Minnesote."

Leter that year the seme paper said the state's apple crop was estimeted
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et from 25,000 to 40,000 bushels, addings: "P. M, Gideon, of Excelsior, was

in the city yesterday with a loed of handsome ones from his orchard which

he readily disposed of at 6 cents eachs They were Blue Peramines, and

perfect beauties,"
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Minnesota is still going to "the front"‘gor defense. Just eighty
years ago today, on April 17, 1861, the St. Paul Daily Press said: "The
proclamation of his excellency, Acting Governor Donnelly, with the spec-
ial order of Adjutant General Acker, will attract the attention of all
patriotic citizens this morning.

"Minnesota is called upon to do her duty in protecting the national
flag... Let her respond as becomes a state attached to the Union... In
twenty days our regiment will be ready for the field."

Next day, the Piloneer-Democrat salds "The town talk yesterday was
not of bursted banks or of the flood...or of anything else but the ecall
of the President for a regiment of Minnesotians to defend the Government."

May 7, the Press: "Cov. Ramsey, having completed the organization
of the troops ealled for under the requisition of the President, left
yesterday morning for Washington... The governor...has driven forward
military matters with commendable energy and dispatch."

And seven days later:t "The Secretary of War has accepted the First
Regiment of Minnesota for three years, or during the war. Therefore 200
able bodied men will be accepted immediately to take the place of those
three=monthe men who decline to serve longer., W. A. Gorman, Co. lst.

Regiment, Minnesota Volunteers."

May 18, the Pioneer-Democrats "A 160-acre land warrant and $100

bounty to 'three years or during the war' soldiers is given under order
No. 15. ZEach company is allowed five sergeants and eight corporals.
The regiment is allowed a band of 24 men, and one-~fourth get pay as
gergeants or engineers - $34 per month; one-fourth at $20 per month;
one half at $17 per month, and on discharge 50 cents for every 20 miles

to travel to thelir homes.”




Vomen in ald-to-defense work are also part of Minnesota traditionm.
The Press reported, May 10, that same year:
UThe call to the ladies in yesterday morning's papers was promptly

responded to by a large number assembling at Ingersoll's Hall. An organ-

ization taking the name of 'St, Paul Volunteer Ald Soclety' was formed,

of which Migs S. L. Williams was chosen president... A committee of three
«+.was appointed to wait on Col. Gorman and inguire into the wants of the
St. Paul companies, embodying the most profitable outlay with reference

to comfort."
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It is only three miles from heaven to hell, asccording to an Indian
calculation. Still, 0ld Gabe didn't want to take the jaunt. His disincli=-
nation was thus related in the S5t. Paul Pioneer in '741

"0ld Gabe is knmown to almost every lumberman that ever logged on the
8%+ Crodx ... his principal occupation was carrying dispatches from the
camps to the nearest stage station.... On one of these trips 0ld Gabe
became unusually'boisteroua and troublesome, s0 tﬁat it was deemed a neces-
sity to place him under arrest and deal him out a little morality by impos-
ing a fine upon him, which was done according to territorial law as dealt
out by Doc. Wilkes. Gabe paid his fine, and was diemissed by his honor,
but instead of taking leave of the court in the usual manner, he stepped
up to the Jjudge and demanded a receipt, which was denied him. Gabe insiste
ed upon his receipt, and overruled all opposition with the following argu-
ment: ‘'Gabe drunk, Gabe pays finej; Gabe die, Gabe 20 to heaven; tell
Gabe been drunk; Gabe say, Gabe good Injun, pay Doc. Wilkes fine. Big
man say, show receipt. Then Gabe have to walk down three miles to hell
and hunt him all over to find Doc. Wilkes to get receipt.'! It is scarcely
necessary to0 add that Gabe got his receipt."

That same year, 1874, the Litchfield Ledger produced its own little
oddity, also reported by the Ploneer: "The Litchfield Ledger regrets to

announce the fact that a baseball club ie soon to be organized there."

Add emother oddity. New Ulm Hearald, '76: "During ... 1875, 174

hearts were made to beat as 87 in this county. In other words, 87 marriage

licenses were issued."




Also----Minneapolis Tribune, '84: "The editor of the St. Peter Tribune

offers his paper for ome year to the lady who will name the cutest verse in

the Bible."
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There were only nire grownups present, but they formed a churchs
A Methodist churche And there were only 156 childreme But they orgenized
& Sunday schools That was in Mcleod county in 18656, liriting in 1873 to the
Ste Paul Press, a correspondent said in parts

"The Methodist itinerent is en omnipresent characterese Penetrate
the fastnesses of the western forest, emigrate to the newly found wilderness,
travel to the center of barbarism, where you expect to hear only the yells of
the savage, yet he is ever preceding you see As 1llustrating this truth is the
fact that the first sermon ever preached in this county was at Glencoe, by Revs
Je Ve McKeen, a Methodist minister, September 23d, 1856, At this meeting there
were nine grown persons and six childrens The first Sabbath school was held

Septembey 23d, 18564 at which there were fifteen children presents

"The first election was held October 9, 1865, at which Wme S. Chape

man and James Phillips were chosen justices of the peace, John I. Smith and
Ce Hopkins, constables, A, J. Bell, supervisor,

"The ills of the flesh must needs be administered to in the new
country, and the first disciple of Esculapius who came here for that purpose
wes Dre Ripleysee afterwards frogzen to death in & stormees

"The first hotel was a two=story frame building, raised March 3lst,
1866, and named the Piomeer Houses

"The first marriage was on March lst, 1856sss the happy groom being

Mre W. B, Wilson, and the blushing bride Miss Jane S, Folsum «es
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"The wante of early settlers demanded such articles as soap, candles,

soda, tobacco, brogans and calicos These demands were supplied by George

Hendricks, who was the first merchant of the countrys.

"It was supremely necessary that the young idea should be taught %he
mysteries of the three R's, 'Readin', Ritin' and Ritimetiec's Hence a school
was opened and taught by lMrse Williem Armstrong, who was the first school

marm in the county."




Grandfather's Day

Minneapolis is alwaeys interested in stories of its namings. One was
reéounted in the Tribune of 1884,

"Mr E. F. Cressey, editor of the Dakote Leader at Huron, was met by
& Tribune reporter yesterdeyess 4s lr, Cressey resided in St. Anthony from 1852
to 1857¢es the reporter msked him concerning 'auld lang syne! and received the
following reply:

"1In 1863, after a few scores of people had settled on this side of

the river, they began to look after a name for itese All Saints it was for a

daye Then some admirer of Miss Addie Hoag, now Mrs. Charles Clark, I believe,
suggested Addlesvillesss A fow lainites thought Auguste was & good namesss I
was an apprentice in the Ste Anthony Express officesss Une day, Cole John I
Stevens came into the office and said: "Bowman (the editor), can't you give us
& name for our town? ese

"*Bowman took & cob pipe from his mouth and said: "Well, yes, colonelj
come over in the morning end I'1l give you ones"

"1The next morning Colonel S. rushed upstairs into the Express office
and said: "What you got for a neme, Bowman?" Out came the cob pipe, end the
editor quietly remarked:" I don't know as this will suit you, colonel, but I
think it very appropriates Mimne, you know, means waterj Minnehaha in Sioux
is laughing waterj; polis in the Greek, means citye. Now, as you are on the bank
of the Falls of Ste Anthony, and only a fow miles from the Falls of Minnehaha,
and your tom will reach to the latter in e very few years, I thought I'd eombine
the two words this waye-== Minneapolis = and make it the City of Laughing Waters."

"1This pleased Colonel Stevens first rate, all but the letter hes At
his suggestion, Bowman erased the h, making the word sound a great deal better

to both of themses 'Bowmen figured on the name half the night, as I know, for
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he and I slept together in the offices But he frequently said, "I'1l give them
a name that will stick," a promise that he fulfilled.!'"
This article was printed March 19, Iwo days later The Tribune added:
"Cole Stevens says that the Hone Charles Hoag originated the word Minnee
apolis in a consultation with lMrs Bowmen the same day the latter gentleman was
requested to contribute e name for the embrye citys otherwise lMr. Cressey's vere

sion is correcte"
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Stevens county and its present scat, Morris, looked good to one
John Swainscn in 1873. So good, in fact, that he was moved to write to the
Sts Paul Press about it,

"Among the many regions of interest to agriculturists, in which the
state of Minnesota abounds, the Ponme de Terre valley takes one of the foremost
placess This pretty little tributary of the Minnesote rivere.e.e winds itself
through a valley, which somewhere in the Northwest may possibly have its equal,
but certainly not its superior, as regards fertility of soiless The country in
this neighborhood (Morris) is settling up fast with an industrious and enter=
prising community of farmers. Within from 6 to 10 miles is the settlement of
Seandia, consisting of several hundred intelligent end hardworking Norwegians.

"Among soveral farming enterprisessse I ought to mention that of Home
Geoe L. Beckeres This farm is intended to contain about 1,000 acres plowed land,
200 acres natural meadows and 300 acres fenced pasturess Of the former about
450 acres have been broken this summer and will be put in wheat next Springees
Including loss of time by rain storms and other interruptions, the above break-
ing was accomplished in 36 working daysese

"The town of Morris is small but thrivings It is the county seat of
Stevens county and contains few stores of general merchandise, ome hardware and
tin store, one lumber dealer, oné blacksmith shop and three hotels, besides the

bulldings connected with the railroad, consisting of e very large and fine ware=-

house, a round house, a grain elevator and immigrant house, the latter erected

by the Land Department for the temporary accommodation of arriving immigrants.
In comnection with the elevator, I ought to mentiom that, after its erection
in the year 1871, there was of that year's crop brought to the elevator 900 bushels

of wheat, and of the 1872 crop up to the present time over 48,000 bushels, which
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will give you an idea how this region is developings The building of a new

and much larger grain house for handling this year's crop is indispensibles

"Mre Johnson, an industrious and enterprising Norwegien, is building

a fine flouring mill for water power on the Pomme de Terre, about six miles from

here."
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A top~flight prime domna, Grace Moore, will entertain Minneapolis
next Sunday, In 1887, the visiting operatic celebrity was Adelina Patti.
Seid the Tribune on March 3

“lMedame Patti, with (her party) arrived from St. Paul today and are
quartered at the Wests The arrival of these great people was the signal for the
usual scurrying of bell boys and a furious clanging to call bells by clerkss The
Italian gentlemen were as pompous &s usual in entering a hotel, and dashed at the
registor as one jumps at a vacent chair in a crowded barber shope

"Mmes Patti tripped from her carriage at the main entrance all smiles,
and entered the ladies'! reception room to ewait the signal for her to ascend to
her costly suite of rooms on the first floors Mme. Patti and her attendants are
stowed very comfortably in rooms just off the ladies! ordinary, where she has a
dining room, parlor, sleeping room, and rooms for her maids. Desides these, a
special is devoted to the use and behalf of her latest pet, & silky~haired Chie
huahua 'purp,' which was presented to the Queen of Song by the wife of President
Porfirio Diaz, and which she values very highly.

"It was remarked by more than one that the great diva seemed uncomuonly
amiable; and one gentleman attached to the company attributed it to the profits
of the Ste Paul concerts This was, of course, unworthy to attach to the smiles
of a pretty womeness The arrangements for the concert tonight at the Washin;ton
Rink have been completedsss The pledges in regard to warming the building have
been kept; as the weather promises to cooperate with the furneces there will be
no lack of warmth tonight, unless the audience chooses to be cold, which would,
of course, be very unlike a Mimneapolis audiencese.

"For the edification of the ladies, it mey be said thet Mme, Patti will

wear, amongst her other brilliants tonight, the femous gem known as the '"Faithful
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Star,' which was presented to her by the Sheh of Persiases She will also wear

the insignia of the Russian Order of Merit, which was conferred upon her Ly

the Czar."

liext day, the Tribune could report: "The Washington Rink was crowded

last evening, as it never wms before; and those whosse had said, "Nothing draws

like a prigze fight,' are compelled to admit that nothing dpewg like Petti."
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Coming events, it is sald, cast their shadows before. Italy was the

subject of a Minneapolis Tribune editorial on May 8, 1892. In it are curie
ous echoes of today's news, and perhaps the tell-tale shadow of things to
come.

Said the Tribune:

"The overthrow of the Rudini ministry is liable to lead to a radieal
change in the policy and attitude of Italy.

"In the past three years, Italy has made extraordinary endeavors to
maintain her position as an equal with Germany and Austria in the Triple
Alliance. Although a country of comparatively small resources, she has
lavighed uncounted millions upon her army and navy lists.

"Her fleet has been developed until it now stands among the first of
the naval armaments of Europe. Her ammy has been constantly inereasing in
magnituds until the expense of maintenance threatened to bankrupt the
peninsula.

“In order to maintain this formidable war armament in time of profound
peace, taxes have been increased until they have become intolerable. 4s a
gegquence of this unwise policy, the rich Itslian hae become b#nkrupt. the
poor Itallan has emigrated to the Argentine or to the United States,

"Rudini's overthrow may be regarded in the light of a national protest
against Italy's further expenditure to maintain her position in the Triple
Alliance., Hereafter, Germany and Austria will have to foot a portion of the
war bills or suffer the alliance to dissolve. William (the Kaiser) is
anxious to maintain the alliance, and would doubtless counsel the former
alternative. The German people is already heavily taxed, however, and will

not submit to such and injustice.




"Rudini's downfall, therefore, opens the way to many and various foreign

complications. In general, it will redound to the benefit of the Franco-

Russlan alliance, as against the triple league of Germany, Austria and Italy.
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There were two ways of dealing with the grasshopper problemigpﬁiﬁﬁé&b
%mm :
; One wes to eat the 'hoppers,¥ the other was to pray for their

deastruotion, In 1876, the New Ulm Herald saids

"Yesterday eftermoon Messrs, Riley and Straight determined to test the
cooked locust question in regard to its adaptebility es food for the human
stomach . « « We found a bounteous teable turrounded by fhe gentlemen nemed,
aocomprnied by Mrs, Straight end Miss Maltby « « « We were helped to soup which
plainly showed its locust origin, end tasted like chicken soup, and it wes good
» ¢ ¢« Then came B%tter ocakes, through whieh locusts were well mixed, Baked
locusts were then tried (plein thoppers, without greese or condiment) end * % »
was pronounced an excellent dish. The meal olosed with dessert, a la John the
Baptiste-=baked locusts end honey=-=snd s « « we can testify that that diste
inguished soripture character must have thrived on his rude diet in the wildere
ness of Judea, We believe this is the first attempt st putting the insect to
its best use  « "

The next year, 1877, Govermor Pillsbury issued the following proclemetion:
"A general desire having been expressed by various religious bodies in this
state for an official day of fasting, humiliation end prayer, in view of the
threatened continuation of the grasshopper scourge, I do hereby, in recognition
of our dependence upon the power and wisdom of God, appoint Thursday, April
26 to be observed for such purpose throughout the state, end I invite the people
on that day thus set apart to withdraw from their ordinary pursuits in their
homes and plages of publie worship with ecntrite hearts to beseeoh the meroy
of God for the sins of the past, end His blessings upon the worthier zims of
the future,

"In the shadow of the locust plague whose impending renewal th;aatans

desoletion of the lend, let us humbly invoke, for the efforts we meke in our
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defense, the guidance of the hand which alone is adequate to stay 'the pestis
lence thet walketh in darkness and the destruction that wasteth at noonday.!
Let us pray for deliverance from an affliction which robs the earth of her
bounties, and in behelf of the sufferers therefrom let us plead for comfort
to the sorrowing, healing to the sick, succor for the perishing end larger

faith and love for all who are heavily laden.

"Let us, moreover, endeavor to deserve & new prosperity by a new res

alization of the opportunities vouchsafed to us end & new consecration to

those things which mske for the well being of men and the glory of God,"




Arepdfethor'sAay

Attention, Polk Countye This is how you looked in 1873 to
correspondent lugh J. Lind, who wrote in part to the Sts Paul Pressi

“Not having seen anything in your sespaper in regard to our
settlement (Crookston), I think it no more than justice to ourselves, and
the publie generally that someone should lay before the readers of your
peper some facts worth remembering by those desiring to locate in a new
countryese

"The Red Lake River is e fine stream, affording sufficient water
to float a fine line of-steamers that plies between this point and Garry.
liere the Ste Paul & Pacific railroad crosses the river, rumming to Pembina,
but owing to some difficulty with foreign capitalists the work was stopped
last fall before being completed, therefore making this the greatest term=
inus of the roads

"Crookstonsss is besutifully located, end is laid out with the
most artistic tastes Although only started lest fall, it has not about forty
houses, besides a number of tents, and about the same number under constructione
It ie generally believed thet next summer will develop & commercial center of
the north at this pointe

"All the immense shipments for the Hudson Bay Fur Company are here
transferred to the boats which carry it domn the riversse 2lso a large amount
of stones for the Dritish North American large snd populous nvavincess Adde
ed to this is the almost inexhaustible pineries in the eaetern part of the

countryeee
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"Our farming community is maeking strenuous efforts to come up with
the expectations of the town's people, and a large abundant harvest is anticipated,
as our soil is of the finest quality,

"This country is well adapted to stock raising, as we have the best
grass 1 ever saw grown in the older states, although nothing but tame grass is
raised there, but tame grass raising is ummecessary here, as nature produces

a better qualityses

"e are blessed with the fineet kind of timber here, such as ash,

oak, basswood, blackberry and elme This country is bound to settle up fast,
a8 the natural facilities of the country will be a sufficient advertisement, and
the country offers more scope for making money on & small capital than can be

found in eny other part of the states"
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"This little bit of history," wrote a correspondent in the St« Paul
Press in '73, "probably is not femiliar to even the oldest inhabitant of Anoka."

The writer, "L. M, F.,"

recalled meeting lir, Shew, a newoomer from Maine, some
twenty years earlierjy then he continued:

"It was not long before I was informed of lire Shaw's project to start
a town, and the place he had in view was some 18 miles above St. Anthony, at
the junction of the Rum river with the Mississipple IHe had been infomed that
a very pood water power existed at that pointese

"During the next winter I was not infrequently a guest at the teme
porary home of the Shaws at Stes Anthomys The nmame for the mew town was a topie
of no little interest, and the writer had something to do in the selections It
was decided to give it an Indien neme, The Dakote Lexicon, just published, and
of which I was the owner of a copy, was not infrequently consulted, and at length
the euphonioues neme Anoka wes decided upon for the second New IZngland town in
Minnesota e

"It was said to mean 'on both sides' when rendered into less musical

English, end eee¢ the name is by no means inappropriate, as the town is growing

up and extending on either side of the beautiful but badly nemed rivers

"This little bit of history probably is not familiar to even the old=
est inhabitant of Anoke, hence I thought it might be of interest to some of its
citigens, or perhaps of some value to our Historical Societys

"Judging altogether from the neme of the stream (Rum river)ess one would
naturally infer that whiskey drinking end the like was extremely fashionable up
this ways Such, however, is not a facte lMrs Shaw and the Woodburys, who be=

came associated with him in starting the town took a bold stand against King
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Alcohols For many years there was a constent warfare in the interests of
temperance.and good moralss It was & long time before liquor selling could
be established here, and as a consequence we never used to hear of shooting,
stabbing and murder sse

"My first visit to this part of Minnesota was soon after the site
was located end building commencede It was in the fall, and all was hurry and
commotion to get things ready for winters.e. Today, it is quite a city ina

western sense, having they claim, over 3,000 inhabitants."
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The feminine brigade's annual Waster hat problem having been settled for
another year, it may be interesting to note in passing that in yeare gone by milady
was sometimes spared the trouble of picking out her own svring bonnet. Somebody else
mailed her one.

The Stillwater Gazette, May 22, 1878, thus commented:

“The 'latest thing out' in the way of a spring bomnnet is not materially im-

proved in style by a journey in the mail dbags. Bulky and weighty goods are liable to
be piled on top of the mail sacks, and the love of a bonnet comes to hand badly dilap=-
idated and looking like unto a cocked hat; and the receiver will just as like as not
accuse the postmaster of sitting down on it = which may possibly not be the case.
Postmasters are generally fastidious as to where they sit. The better way when you
send bonnets in the mail to some distant female is to send them by express."

Algo, it would eppear, masculine millinery now and then traveled by mail,
for the Cazette continued:

“Plug hats and specimens of sorghum syrup should be sent in separate pack=-
ages. For if the two incongruous articles should densolidate, the nratural flavor of
the syrup might become deteriorated, and anyone using the saccharine might think his
tongue was furred."

The Gagzette, still in a flighty mood on that day, gave a fashion report to
Stillwater men. Some of the highlights:

"Helmet hats are no longer fashionable, they were 'too cute for anything'
except an idiot. . .

"Shirts are cut lower than formerly. They will also be worn longer - without
being washed on account of unpaid bills.

"Drawers are worn no longer than before; when cut up and hemmed, they make
an excellent towel.

"Pants are not cut higher in the neck and not so full in the shoulder; they




will alse be worn considerably at the knee by people of a plous dispesition. . .

Vests will be square-toed and higher in the instep. . . Cozts will be cut sway at

the ankle. 0ld Prince Alberts can be mowed down to meet the demands of fashion. . ."
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As the legisleture epproaches the end of its session the relief
problem, perticulerly es it affects Minnesota's lerger cities, remeins
a debated and perplexing issue. Annals reveal that this problem, in one
form or another, has beset the stete's legislators during the ye:rs with
persistency. In February 1875, for instence, the St, Paul Pioneer seids

"Governor Devis yesterday transmitted to the Senete the report of
Gen. H, H, Sibley, cheirmen of the Frontier Relief Committee." In part
the governor ennounced: "It beceme epparent during the month of July
last that the libereslity of our people would be agein taxed to sustain
the destitute inhebitents upon the frontier, until the legislature should
meet, and especially during the two months preceding the session, * * #
The following appropriated the smounts set opposite their nemes: Femsey
county, $6,0003 ileeker, §3503 Pine, §100; Goodhue, $2,0003 8St, louis,
$6003 Winona, $1,0003 Dougles, $§280; VWebasha, $1,000; Todd, §1003
Freeborn, §500,"

Aotions of the state's lawmeking body and ettitudes of its members
were leuded and decried, the seame ag now, In '78, the Stillweter Gaszette
brought up the pest: "The number of the (Stillwater) Messenger before us
is March 9, 18568, This number opens with & long editorial on the 'plunder
bill,' as Mr, Van Vorhes was wont to style the §5,000,000 loan bill which
had just pessed the senate * * * The editor seys:

" *A1] honor to the Vashington county senators, Messrs. Reiner and
Thomes, who have stood up menfully from the first in opposition to the in-
iguity, fecing every conceivable pressure end applisnce which eould be
brought to beer by selfish parties to sway and control their sction,

" 'A vindiotive pressure may be manufectured to bear them down

for the present for their manly efforts to protect the rights and vitrtues
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of the people in after years will call them blessed, for the time will
come * * * when those who are now reviled for their honest endeavors

to keep the treasury and the control of the different departments of the

government out of the hands of the forty thieves of Wisconsin end thelr

essocistes in Minnesote will be regarded es the safe and honest conser-

vetors of the people.' "
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As the legisleture approaches the end of its session the relief
problem, perticulerly es it affects Minnesote's larger citles, remains
@ debated and perplexing issue. Annals reveal that this problem, in one
form or another, has beset the state's legislators during the ye:rs with
persistency. In February 1875, for instance, the St. Peaul Pioneer said:

"Governor Davis yesterdey transmitted to the Senete the report of
Gen, H, H, Sibley, cheirman of the Frontier Relief Committee." In part
the governor ennounced: "It beceme apparent during the month of July
last that the liberality of our people would be again texed to sustain
the destitute inhebitents upon the frontier, until the legisleture should
meet; and especielly during the two months preceding the session, * * #*
The following eppropriated the amounts set opposite their nemes: FRemsey
county, $5,000; Meeker, $350; Pine, $100; Goodhue, $2,000; 8St, louis,
$6003 Winona, $1,000; Douglas, $250; Wabasha, §1,000; Todd, $100;
Freeborn, $500,"

Actions of the state's lewmeking body end ettitudes of its members
were lauded and decried, the same as now. In '78, the Stillweter Gazette
brought up the past: "The number of the (Stillwater) Messenger before us

is March 9, 1868. This number opens with & long editorial on the 'plunder

bill,' as Mr, Van Vorhes wes wont to style the §5,000,000 loan bill which

had just pessed the senate * * * The editor says:

" 'All honor to the Washington county senetors, Messrs. Reiner end
Thomas, who have stood up menfully from the first in opposition to the in-
iquity, fecing every conceiveble pressure end appliance which could be
brought to beear by selfish parties to sway and control their action,

" 'A vindictive pressure may be manufectured to bear them down

for the present for their manly efforts to protect the rights and virtues
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of the people in after years will call them blessed, for the time will
come * * % when those who are now reviled for their honest endeavors

to keep the tressury and the control of the different departments of the
government out of the hands of the forty thieves of Wisconsin end their

associetes in Minnesote will be regerded es the saefe and honest conser-

vators of the people,' "
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Grandfather's Day

Todey merks the beginning of Clean~Up Week. Although they did not
then have speciel "weeks" for special effort, Minnesote towns of long ego
were strong for civie tidiness. As early as the spring of 1854, the
Minnesote Democrat was spesking sternly about community c¢leanliness, thus:

"The season of disesse is approaching end the unusual temperature
« « o is well onloulated to generate in decayed matter the unwholesome
gases which act upon the humen system; producing disease and death, The
least that the citizens of this cOmmﬁnity can do is to heve their pre-
mises oleaned up,"

Goodhue County Republicen (Red Wing), April 1862: "We were pleased
to notice yesterdey workmen engaged in leying down a substantial plenk
sidewalk on Main street, in front of P, Sendford's law office and the
stores of Messrs. Mather & Clark and Bunch, Such display of publie
spirit cennot be too highly commended, especlally when the mud is several
inches deep."

St. Paul Pioneer, May 2 1866t "We call attentior to the order
passed by the Couneil yesterday, instructing the Street Commissioner to
drein the flat, marshy places in the city. * * * There is that 'dismsl
swemp' at the foot of St Peter street hill. Only & few hours' labor will
drain it perfectly."

Rochester item in the Pioneer, seame month and year, estimating the
cost of loeel improvements: "Add the expense . . . of clesning the streets
end we shall inecrease the sbove to sbout $30,000 . . + The pleasure and

luxury of again breathing fresh, pure eir thet is not contamineted by

£ilth that has been scoumuleting since the first white man visited the

spot where the oity of Rochester now stends will be worth the amount of

tax paid, ten times ten,"




Stillwater Gazette, April 10, 1878; "Beautifying and Adorning -

Everybody who is the proud and heppy owner of a little sunny spot he calls

his home is busily engaged just now in building new fences, repairing old
ones, setting out fruit trees, shade trees, etc. Trees for shade are being
used of all the verious kinds, hard and soft maple, elm, poplar, ete,, etec.,
either veriety heving its peculiarly desirable gualities. During our 21
years' residence here, we have never seen so mueh of this kind of work

going on,"




Grandfather's Day

Today marks the beginning of Clean=Up Week, Although they did not

then have speciel "weeks" for speeial effort, Minnesota towns of long ego
were strong for civie tidiness. As esrly as the spring of 1854, the
Minnesota Democrat was spesking sternly about community ¢leanliness, thusi

"The season of disesse is epproaching and the unusual temperature
« o o is well celoulated to generate in decayed metter the unwholesome
geses which aot upon the humen system; producing disease and death, The
least that the citizens of this community csn do is to heve their pre-
mises clesned up,"

Goodhue County Republicen (Red Wing), April 18621 "We were plessed
to notice yesterday workmen engaged in leying down a substentiel plank
sidewalk on Main street, in front of P, Ssndford's law office and the
stores of Messrs, Mather & Clark and Bunch, Such display of publie
spirit cannot be too highly commended, especially when the mud is several
inches deep."

St. Paul Ploneer, Mey 2 1866: "We call attentior to the order
pessed by the Council yesterday, instructing the Street Commissioner to
drain the flet, mershy pleces in the city., * * * There is thet 'dismal
swamp' at the foot of St Peter street hill, Only e few houra' labor will
drain it perfectly,"

Rochester item in the Pioneer, seme month and yeer, estimating the
cost of loéal improvements: "Add the expense , , + of eleaning the streets
and we shall inoresse the sbove to sbout . §30,000 , & o The pleasure and
luxury of again breathing fresh, pure air that is rot conteminsted by
filth thet has been acoumulating since the ¥ irst white man visited the
spot where the oity of Rochester now stends will be worth the smount of

tax paid, ten times ten."




Stillwater Gaszette, April 10, 1878: "Besutifying and Adorning -
Everybody who is the proud end happy owner of a little sunny spot he ocalls
his home is bugily engaged just now in building new fences, repairing old
ones, setting out fruit trees, shade trees, etc, Trees for shade aré being
used of all the various kinds, hard and soft maple, elm, poplar, ets., eto.,

either veriety heving its peculiarly desirsble gualities. During our 21

years' residence here, we have never seen so much of this kind of work

going on."




Grandfether's Day A)j 7‘” ’

e ¥

Strikes have long been & pert of the industriel picture. Even the
inter-union conflicts. According to sn editoriel in the Minneapolis Tribune,
August 11, 1883, there wes civil war among orgenized cigar makers. Said
the Tribune:

"A Foolish Strike. While there are differences of opinion in regerd
to the wisdom end justice of the telegrephers' strike. . « there can be no
two opinions ebout the foolishness of the ciger mekers' strike « « « It

grew out of e confliot between two unions, out of a competition and dis-

agreement emong employees.

"The Progressive union struck on account of the weekly peyday in

an establishment, end succeeded. The Progressives then turned upon those

workmen in the same shop that were members of the International union, and
insisted that they must leeve the shop because they hed refused to sustain
the Frogressive union in its strike.

"The employers refused to discharge the International men, whereupon
the Progressives struck egein, and the menufacturers locked out both until
the unions settled the question among themselves,

A great number of the people naturally sympathize with the employee
g8 against the employer where there is a dispute . « « regerding wages or
hours. 7This 1s made menifest in the cese of the telegraphers . « « but
when the ocontest is waged between two factions of trade unionista, the
general public feels no interest in the matter, and permits the contestants
to fight it out emong themselves, end weaken their foreces if they are foolish
enough t o do so,

"Strikes eare wasteful and amnoying emough where there seems to be
gome cause for them, but when, as seems to be the cese in the ciger makers'
matter, the quarrel simply results from jealousy smong the workmen themselves,

the publie very properly refuses to give the strikers any encoursgment."
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Strikes have long been & part of the industriel piecture., Even the
inter-union confliots. According to an editorial in the Minnespolis Tribune,
August 11, 1883, there wes oivil war smong organized cigar makers. Said
the Tribune:

"A Foolish Strike, While there are differences of opinion in regard
to the wisdom and justice of the telegraphers' strike. « o there can be no
two cpinions sbout the foolishness of the ciger mekers! strike . . « It
grew out of e confliot between two unions, out of a competition end dise-

agreement emong employees.,

"The Progressive union struck on sscount of the weekly payday in

en establishment, end succeeded. The Progressives then turned upon those

workmen in the same shop that were members of the International union, end
insisted that they must leeve the shop because they hed refused to sustain
the Progressive union in its strike,

"The employers refused to discharge the Internationel men, whereupon
the Progressives struck sgein, and the menufecturers locked out both until
the unions settled the question among themselves,

A great number of the people neturally sympathize with the employee
#s against the employer where there is a dispute . « » regerding weges or
hours, This is made menifest in the case of the telegraphers , . . but
when the contest is waged between two factions of trade unionists, the
general public feels no interest in the matter, end permits the contestants
to fight it out emong themselves, end weaken their forces if they ere foolish
enough t o do so,

"Strikes are wasteful and ennoying enough where there ssems to be
some ceuse for them, but when, as seems to be the case in the cigear makers'
matter, the quarrel simply results from jealousy among the workmen themselves,

the publiec very properly refuses to give the strikers any encouragment.”
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The letest things thet sportsmen like will be on display when the

Grandfather's Day

annual Northwest éportsmen'a Show opens tomorrow at the municipel auditorium.
It is a show particulerly eppropriete in Minnesota.

As far back as 1857, the Minnesotien recorded the call of the open.
"Hunting perties are all the go. Wild pigeons arestill a great attraction
to those who handle e shotgun well," Nor did the war finish all the fum,
scoording to the St. Paul Press of '62. "This lovely and clessic lake (Como)
hes become a very populer resort . . . Almost every day one can see bathing,
fishing or seiling parties there,"

Pioneer, 1870 - ™iementioned a few days ago that an effort wes
being made to form & boet club . . « The effort hes been successful,"

Tribune, 1872 = "A large perty of mesked skaters congregeted last evening

at the Sketing Park near the suspension bridge. The 'glittering ateel’

flashed in the moonlight for several hours.” St. Paul Press, May 7, 1872
- "Sportsmen's Club . + « held & very interesting meeting last night,
with en unususlly full attendance, 27 members being present . .  Dr. Head,
from the committee on badges, presented & specimen of a very nest one to
be worn by the members on shooting mateches."

In 1877, erchery wes popular am ng sports. Reported the Tribune:
"An archery club, composed of s-me forty young ladies and gentlemen, hes
formed in this ¢ity . « « The club is provided with the best English lemce
and hickory bows."

The liers' contest, a feature of this year's show, suggests the
subject of fish., Contestents may find inspiration in old-time examples
of fisherman's luck,

Pioneer, '52: "Lieut, M'Kinney « « ¢ is spending e few days here
with Mr, Adems, of Burlington, Iowa, ia trout fishing « « « They brought

in & bushel or two of speckled trout one day last week,"




Menkato Record, '60:1 "The largest pickerel yet caught in this

vieinity was teken last week by lMr. Showmeker of this place, It weighed

31 and one gquerter pounds."

St., Paul Press, '61: "Dr, C, C, Starbuck and J, M, Freeman, Esq.
« + « have bravely begun the sporting campaign at White Bear Lake . « «

We have to thank them for a fine pike weighing 18 pounds."
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The latest things thet sportsmen like will be on displey when the
annual Northwest Sportsmen's Show opens tomorrow at the munieipal auditorium.
It is e show particularly eppropriete in Minnesota,

As far beck as 1857, the Minnesotiesn recorded the oall of the open.
"Hunting parties are all the go. Wild pigeons arestill a great attraction
to those who handle & shotgun well," Nor did the war finish all the fum,
acoording to the St. Paul Press of '62. "This lovely and clessie leke (Como)
has become a very popular resort . . . Almost every day one ¢an see bathing,
fishing or sailing perties there,"

Pioneer, 1870 - "We mentioned a few days ago that an effort was
being made to form a boat club , . + The effort hes been successful."
Tribune, 1872 - "A large perty of masked skaters congregeted last evening
at the Sketing Park near the suspension bridge. The 'glittering steel'
flashed in the moonlight for several hours," St., Paul Press, May 7, 1872
« "Sportsmen's Club . . + held & very interesting meeting last night,
with an unusuelly full attendance, 27 members being present ., . + Dr, Head,
from the committee on badges, presented a specimen of a very neet one to

be worn by the members on shooting matches."

In 1877, archery was popular am-ng sperts. Reported the Tribune:

"An erchery club, composed of some forty young ladies and gentlemen, hes
formed in this eity « « + The club is provided with the best English lance
and hickory bows,"

The liars' contest, a feature of this year's show, suggests the
subject of fish, Contestants mey find inspiration in old=time examples
of fisherman's luck.

Pioneer, '52: "Lieut, M&Kinney . + « is spending a few days here
with Mr, Adems, of Burlington, Iowa, in trout fishing . . » fhey brought

in & bushel or two of speckled trout one day last week."
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Manketo Record, '60: "The lergest pickerel yet caught in this
vieinity wes taken last week by lr, Showmeker of this place. It welghed

31 and one quarter pounds."

St. Paul Press, '61: "Dr, C, C, Starbuck and J, ¥, Freeman, Esq.

+ » o have brevely begun the sporting cempeign at White Bear lake . « «

We have to thank them for a fine pike weighing 18 pounds,"
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How to keep the wolf from the deor. Those facing thie problem today might take
a lesson from a husky chep who had to solve it in 1878. The Spring Valley Vidette told
his story.

"A Norwegian farm hand (whose name we can't spell to save us), living north-
east of thie town, in the edge of the big timber, had a lively matinee with three wol-
ves in which the hunter became the hunted. . .

"He storted out some time after dark with a single-barreled shotzun to shoot
down a wolf whose howls he could hear some distance off. . . The sounds grew plainer
as he advanced, and. . . he espled the animal crouched upon a brush-heap. . . He im=
mediately fired at it, but without apparent damage to the animal. Instead of retreating,
it sprang at him before he could make the first motion at reloading his gun, and in
about three seconds the snow and shrubbery were flying right and left in a fierce
tussle between man and beast. . .

"At this juncture, two other wolves, evidently called by the howls of the
first, acpeared on the scene, and the hunter found himself engaged in a three-cornered
fight. . . Clubbing his gun, the man finally planted a terrific smasgher on ths neck of
one, laying it out lifeless, and then began a retreat for the timber edge, beating off
the brutes as well as he could in the meantime.

"When the clear field was reached, his weapon was minus the stock, and he
held only a bent gun barrel in his hands, having hit the trees about him oftener than
the animals; but he succeeded in keeping them from doing any serious injury until he
came %o the open country, where he twimed and ran for dear life. . . and he arrived
home considerably scratched and thoroughly frightened. . .

"It has been said that the animals found in our timber will not fight, dut

of late there have been several instances to the contrary; and it is also evident




that their number is inereasing in one or two localitles, which, of course, makes

them bolder. A bigz wolf hunt would be a summary remedy for the abatement of these

nidnight prowlers."
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The Minneapolis Tribune was looking far shead on August 12, 1883. The subject
was planned tree cultivation. Quoting an exchange, the Tribune said:

"The salvation of the great new prairie empire depends in great measure on
the feasibility of cultivating forests to serve its farmers as windbreaks.

"The potency of a grove of leafless trees in shielding one from the winter
wind is a2lmost incredible. Its influence on the open prairie resaches houses a mile
distant. The laws of all the northwestern states favor the planting of forest trees,
and the subject employs not a little of the rattling rhetoric of their numercus orat-
OT8: « o

"A few months since, a professor of Harvard University. . . pronounced these
laws useless and unscientific. The learned professor announced that trees will grow
where they ought to grow, and will not grow where they ought not to grow, that the
great inlend prairie lacks trees because it has not enough rainfall to support them,
and that{ the laws encouraging arborculture will be futile.

"In traveling through western Minnesota, we explained this theory. . . to
éur feliow traveler, a teamster. . . He. . . pointed. . . toward a clump of native
trees that skirted one side of a large mud lake. 'Do you notice,' he asked, ‘on
which silde of the lake those trees stand?! 'The southeast?' 'Well, that settles it.'
There are, as he afterward explained, hundreds of these lakes dotting the prairie
land of Minnesota. Most of the lakes on their southeastern shores have clusters of
foreai trees. The reason of this is not far to reach. There are two winds there pre=
valent, the northwestern and the southeastern. The southeast wind is the rain dringer.
The northwest is cold and dry. The prairie fires are spread by the northwest. . «

"When the preirie fires swept over the prairie they burned the young trees
on all sides of the lake except the southeastern, which was sheltered by the water.

There could be no more conclusive proof of the power of the prairie fires to destroy




tha growth of forests, even in soil favorable to their production.

*"Massachusstts may well bs proud of the wealth and leisure that enables her

to secure astute professors to elaborate theories that a teamster can explode between

puffs of his pipe."




Grand father'e Day

There was once & time when it became a matter for official debate whether

the Minnesots senate ought to be prayed for. Or whether praying for it would do eny

good. That was during the session of 1878. On January 5, under the heading "An Tec-

clesiastical Red Rag," the Pioneer Press sald:

"There are & few senators upon whom the very name of a clergyman has the
affect that & red rag has upon a high-strung performer in bovine gymmasilcs.

iy. Lienau, in the absence of Mr. Donnelly, i{s the moet peppery anti-
chaplain senator, and as soon as lir. Wilkinson suggested that the senate proceed to
elect a preacher to do a little praying for them, Mr. Liensu moved that the matter
be laid on the table. He said that there was no law which suthorized such an office
as chanlain, and the legislature last winter had deelined to pass such a law.

Wiy, Lienau's motion, however, was lost, only half o dogen senators suppori-
ing 1%, and when the election took place all voted for a chaplain except the unhappy
Lienau himgelf."

Next day's issue reported that the upper leglslative body was functioning in
a seemly manner!

"President Barto introduced to the senate the newly elected chaplain, Rev.
E. C. Sanders, of Le Sueur, and the proceedings opened with a fervent prayer that the
divine influence may guide the action of the senate.”

By end large, the personnel of the upper chamver was pretty good, if the
Pioneer was any Jjudge. A few days later, it commented:

"A sense of justice renders necessary the remark that it would be hard to
gather together a more intelligent and good-looking assemblage of gentlamen. Six or
eight show the frosts of half a hundred winters, or hard times, perhaps, in a sprink-

ling of gray in hair or whiskers. Two or three others, no doubt, would be glad if their




73\
ghining heads were covered even with silvery locks, while the great majority. . . are
neat and well dressed.”

But the paper was annoyed at the way things were left after one session dur-

ing that year. "The chamber was in A DISGRACEFUL STATE. The 1itter of ballots left by

the preceding evening's caucus, together with other usual debris of such meetings,

reigned paramount, to the disgust of every neatness-inclined individual who was pre-

seng."




_Grandfather‘s Day

Today, on Arbor Day, it is interesting to note previous recognition of this
annual observance. In 1876, in his message to the legislature, Governoy Pillsbury made
the following remarks:

#1 cennot forbear to express my satisfaction with the action of the last
legislature for the promotion of tree eculture and on the excellent results following
it. « « About 1,350,000 forest trees were planted on our legal Arbdor Day."

When Governor MeGill proclaimed Arbor Day in 1887, he reminded Minnesotans

that trees had practical value as well as beauty. The Tribune printed the proclamation:

"In conformity to a custom now well established in many of the stales of the

Union, I do hereby designate and appoint Saturday, the 30th day of April, 1887, as
Arbor Day and commend to the people. . . {ts general observance by the planting of
trees, vines and shrubs along the highways and on public and private grounds.

#In this state especially, with its large areas of prairies, the cusiom may
be rendered of great advantage. Farms and other grounds may thus be not only beautif-
fed but greatly enhanced in value, and nighways now cheerless and forbidding be made
attractive and inviting.

"The practical results of a falthful observance of this custom must mani fest
themselves in a few years in a plentiful supply of timber in the state and, as &
natural consequence, an increased rainfall, besides enhancing materially the valueg
of lands.

"Nothing so beautifies the exterior of homes and school buildings and
renders them so attractive as shade trees, shrubs and clustering vines about them.

“1, thersfore, carnestly commend to the people of the state a general obe=
servance of the day in the manner suggested. . .

Approval of the Covernor's sentiments seems to have lingered in the Tribune.
Shortly after, it expressed editorial thanks to the Park Board for park improvements.

1t also added a suggestion of its own for civic betterment. "Might not tennis be




properly introduced in all the parks of the city? Rocm ought %o. . . be found for

such mild games as tennis and croquet.”
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Just 92 years ago today, on April 28, 1849, Minnesotans were reading the
first issue of the firast newspaper published in the state, the Minnesota Pioneer. These
are some of the items editor Goodhue gave them %o read:

The steamer Crescent City arrived at New York on April 7, with 40 passengers
from Chagres, France, and Havana. "The health of both places was very good. « "

A bill 4s likely to pass Farliament to enable the Eplscopal clergymen, who
have renounced Episcopelism, to preach in dissenting chepels without incurring penalties
and costs. « "

"The Celifornia Emigrente," an article copied from the St. Louls Organ.

"The New Governor of Mimmesota - His Life and Character," a sketeh of Alexand-
er Ramsey by correspondence from Pennsylvania.

The &mkt of "An Act to establish the Territorisl government of Minnesota."

An oditorial on St. Paul. "This town, which was but yesterday unknown for
the reason that it had then no existence. . ."

%5¢. Pavl School - Migs Harriet E. Bishop will commence the next Term of her
School on Monday, the 30th day of April. All whose School bills are unpaid, will be
expected to mske immediate payment."

A discussion of amusementes by Rev. Henry Vard Beecher.

The death at Port Snelling of "lMr. James Steele, aged about 22 years - &

of high promise."

Supplies for sale at Freeman, Larpenteur & Co: "Sperm, Tallow and Star
Candles™; "50 bbls old rectified Whiskey"; "Nails, best Boston manufacture”; "20 bbls
8t. Loule sugar house molasses."

An apclogy. "On our last page, several errors will be found today, which oc-

curred through a neglect to read the proof-sheet of that page."
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Grand father's Day

The great waters of Minnesota have not yet been subdued by modern englneer-
ing. The United States weather bureau on Thursday igsued flood warnings, forecasting
trouble between Altkin and Little Fails and urging farmers to move their livestock
to higher ground.

Since pioneer days, men have been called on to do battle with the rivers of
the atate when they got out of hand. As far back as 1850, the Chronicle & Reglster
carried an item of spring alarm: "The bottom lands adjoining Fort Snelling and Mendota
were completely inmundated by Monday night. . . The rise already is greater. . . than

at any spring frechet since 1832."

Six #ﬁﬁ&éﬁ}atsr. the Minnesotian: "The renowned city of Henderson is suffer-

ing some by the flood in Minnesota. The people up there go about in canoes and skiffs
to transact business with their next door nelghbors.”

St. Anthony note in the Pioneer & Democrat, 1859: "Spirit Island. = This
ploturesque island, located in the middle of the river just below the falls, has been
despoiled of about one-third of ite former proportions. . . The whols of the upper
bridge, connecting St. Anthony with North Minneapolis, has floated off from the piers."

Ploneer & Democrat, 1859: "There is not a house in Weet St. Paul out of the
water. Most of the residents have deserted their buildings. . ."

Minnespolis Tribune, 1876¢ "A number of bridges on the Winona & St. Peter
road were badly daﬁaged during the late flood. . . The affect of the flood at Minnesotae
City is thus described in the colums of the Winona Republicani tfor a mile or more
east of the clty the flelds and railroad tracks are piled with great blocks of ices « «
Houges, baras, f{ences lay in heaps of ruins, half covered with the ice and debrie which
were swept down by the f{lcod."

Tribune, 1B82: "Humen eye outside the Mississippi valley in the south never




looked upon a scene of greater desolation than is seen all about St. Vincent, Fembina

and Emerson. . . Stores and private house, all present the enlivening prospect of

swimming to them or going without the necessaries and luxuries of 1ife. In the livery

stables, the horses (what few are left) stand body deep in the rushing water. . . The

flood at this point is about 18 miles wide.®
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Minnesota's fishing season opens today, with the wily trout as first target.
Prom now on for some weeks, lakes and streams will be heunted by the nimrods, and nights
will be too short for the anglers' long-spun tales.

Gopherdom has long prided 1tself on ite fish. In 1866, the Ploneer said}

"Minnagota is not only the healthiest and mest productive country in the world, but it

ig diversified with the most beautiful lendscape scenery and contains within its limlte
a greater number and prettier lakes. . . As to the item of fresh water fishing, the
world can't beat 1t. Tvery stream is full of trout, and many lakes are teeming with
pickerel, bess and perch. A young lady of this city caught et Lake Como just oud of

the clty limlts the other day a pickerel weighing 18 pounds, end we have been informed
that esnother figh of the same species was caught there only a week or two since which
weighed 22 and % poundg."

Fishing early became so important a phase of Minnesota life that the legls-
lature took steps to supervise it. St. Paul Dispatch, 18741 "The three fish commigaion=-
ers provided for by a bill in the last legislature have been appointed by Governor
Davis. They ere Mr. David Day, ex-GCovernor Austin, and & Mr. Latham of leke Minnetonka.
These commizscioners recelve no salary, but are allowed $500 for expenses.”

The Dispatch in 1875: "There is today a very attractive exhibition of fish
at the Capitol, from Watkins' trout ponds at Red Wing and from the flsh preserves on
Hon. Fdmund Rice's homesfead {n 8%. Paul. Mr. Yatkins' exhibition includes specimens
of the 10,000 salmon hatched in his ponde last fall and which are to be placed in the
lakes of this state and in the Red River of the North, also two year old aad yearling
trout. « o¥

In the following month, March, the same paper reported a finny orisis:

1The severe cold has frozen the ice oh the lakes so thick that to obtaln air the fish




have been forced to crowd to the inlets of streams, where the warmer water comes in

and keeps the air holes open. The fish have swarmed to the openings so thick that on

Cannon Lake, Wedneaday last, they were thrown out with pitchforks by the sleighload.

About ten tons, it is estimated, were thus caught.!
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Oceasionally, grandfather grows testy on the subject of modern frills in the

public schools, and mutters that in hls day the three R's were plenty good enough and

the youngsters turned out all right. But not everybody agreed with grandfather. In his

ovn time, abnale show, mueic blazed the way for innovations.

St. Poul Press, 1873: "The various vpublic schools of the city have preserved
the practice for the past few years of renting a misical instrument, and enlivening
the pupils with music once a week regularly, and neving it always on special occasions
whenever visitors were present or the examination exerclses were being cerried through.

"At & recent meeting of the Board of Education, it was voted to purchase
four musicel instruments for the special use of the Adams, Jeffersonm, Madison and Frank-
1in =chools, which vote of the Board has been complled with. . .

fhe auestion has been zsked by several members of the Board. . . whether it
would not be better to have music each day as & part of the regular exercises, instead
of having it only once a week as a sort of luxury. Quite a nunber of prominent educators
heve expressed the opinion. . . that music should be made one of the reguler branches,
and be as much 2 part of the school tralning as geography or any other branch. They
claim that it would come in as a sort of relaxation and change, give better feelings
to the pupils, and teach them the elements at least of what {5 regarded as an accomplish
ment.

"0f course, the musical instruction from the teachers would only be confined
to the firet principles, and would be an attempt rather to awaken in the child musical
enotions than to teach the higher grades of the art.”

Grandfathey is also out of step with the records, when he asserts that the
drug store of his day, unlike the one now at the corner, stuck to drug selling. An 1878
advertisement in the Stillwater Gazettet "If you want glassware, if you want oils, if

you want lamps of any kind, if you want lenterns, 1f you want fine wines and liquors




for medicinal purposes, if you want brushes, blacking, halr, horse, flesh, taseth, nall,

paint, whitewash. . . if you want anything in the fishing tackle and sporting line. Go

to the City Drug Store."
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Minnegota's ploneer educational institutions heve not all had smooth eslling.
Indeed, meny of them now flourishing had to battle to survive. Hamline University, for
instance, had money troubles amd fire. The latter was described by the ¥Minneapolis
Tribune on February 8, 1883.

"The rumor on the street yesterday morning that Hamline University wes in
flames unfortunately proved to be true. The university is situated on the Manltoba
shortline, nearly half way between St. Paul and Minneapolis, snd wes bullt end is con=
troiled by the Methodists of the state.

"The discovery of fire was first msde at about 9:30 A.M. by passers by.
Divectly afterwards, a sheet of flame burst from the roof and a general alarm wes glven.
The professors and students at first mede an effort to subdue the flames. . . Seeing
that nothing could be done to check the progress of the fire, the inmates of the build=-
{ng wisely bent 2ll their emergies to saving the furniture and personal effecis of
gstudents and professors. . .

"The carpete, furniture, pleno and library - consisting of 1500 volumes =
were piled up in heeps upon the frozen ground, and then the crowds which had gathered
vetched the fire slowly demolish th“e building and finelly burn itself out. The univer-

sity was a five story yellow briclk structure, 50 x 122, bullt some ten years ago at

a cost of $55,000, Recently a second building, adjoining the one burned, had baen

erected. This is ¥nown es the Ladies' Hall and was unhermed; it contained accommoda=-
tions for 60 girls. The university contains at present 100 students, mostly male.

"The origin of the fire iz a mystery. It was heated by a steam furnace, and
the only fire in the building was that in the basement. The theory is that a defectlve
chimney wags the cause of the conflagration.

"My, E. P. Markle, treasurer of the board of trustees, states that the

building cost $55,000 and the insursnce is $25,500. . .




"Lagt evening, Bishop Foss seild that & general meeting of the trustees
would be soon called, when decisive action would be taken. . . the studies of the

students would in no way be interrupted, as the contents of the burned building had

1]

been substantially saved and recitations would be held in the Ladles' Hall. . .
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There was & time when & president and a former president of the United
Stetes vieited Minneapolis, and the president, though "herdly expected,”

Wwas "instently recogniged.” This in contrast to the fenfare that scoompenies
& presidential trip nowadays. The occesion was the completion of the Northern
Pucifie, in September 1883,

The Tribune, deseribing the "stupendous" event, seid in pert:

"All the foremoon (September 3) the crowd was increesing; train after
train lended its loads et the depot . « « By noon Washington, Nicollet end
Hennepin avenues were bleck with humenity, and still the crowds came surging
on. The tops of the adjecent buildings were orowded, stending room was at
8 premium, the windows of the stores . . . hed long ego been rented, es high
as §20 having been peid for seats.

A 1ittle before 1 o'clock, "the reception committee accompenied by the
militia, the Zouaves, police and citizens in carriages, went to meet the
distinguished guests. Soon the cheering, the music, end the glistening of
bayonets >f the soldiers eould be seen and heard in the distence and the
masses around the Nieollet louse knew that the party wes eoming, First ceme
Deng's band, then the militia, end then the carrisges containing the guests
and their entertainers. Seldom has a more distinguished party been seen:

"In the first carriage was seated the president of the United States
(Chester A. Arthur), President Villard, Hon. Ceorge A. Fillsbury end Hon,

W. D, Washiurn. President Arthur was herdly expected, but the orowds
instantly recogniged him and then the cheering begen ., . &

"Then ceme Genernl Orent |ex=president), who was slso vociferously
cheered, Gen. Sheriden, Hon. ¥m. Fvaerts, Secretaries Lincoln end Teller,

Hone Carl Shurz end scores of distinguished mem, both native and foreign,
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"President Arthur end Ceneral Grant were escorted to the seats of honor

on the grendstend, and beside them sat or stood the members of the party.

"The president was dressed in & light gray suit, wore light brown

dogskin gloves end a white stovepipe het."
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With Fort Snelling once more to the front in national defense, the
following extrect from an article in the Mimnneepolis Tribune of '82 is
interesting. It wes deted "Fort Snelling, Dec. 9," and was "from our
special correspondent™:

"All the romence of border history end the tragie story of Indian
werfare cling to its time-stained walls, and the names of countless
gallent soldiers and noble women have become associsted with its own in
the 60 years its queint old battlements have towered aloft in the picturesque
valley, &8 inspiring as.any Drachenfels or Schonberg by the Germean Ehine;
and it stends yet, in the evening of the nineteenth century, like & living
sentinel, rehearsing to us in silent lenguege tales of the brave voyagers
end the self-secrificing fathers of the mission who passed within range
of ite guns or rested beneath its sheltering roofs.

"The plen of the originel fort seems to have been that of a rhomboid,

one of the acuée angles lying on the ¢liff and the adjacent sides cresting

the banks of the Mississippi and Minnesota respectively, These sides were
protected by castellated walls, terminating in half-moon bastion at the
engle, and thet on the south or Minnesota side heving ite other extremity
in a polygon tower, still stending + .
"The Tribune correspondent cennot say at this writing how meny of
these old buildings, if any, were standing in 1820, but it is epperent
from the following extraet of & report written by Gaines in 1827 that
neither the old tower nor helfe-moon bastion was then stending , . . He says:
" 'The work may be rendered very strong and adapted to e gerrison of
200 men by removing one~-half of the buildings, end with the material with

which they are constructed building:a tower sufficiently high to commend

the hill between the Mississippi and St, Peter (Minnesota) rivers, and by
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a block house at the extreme point or bow of the cliff, near the commandant's
quarters, to secure most effectually the banks of the river and the boats of
the lending.' As a stretegie point, Snelling is an important post. By means
of the great trunk lines centering et the Twin Cities, troops can be dispatched

imnediately in any direction . « »

"Great improvements are talked of, and if cerried out this may become &

10~company post in the near future . « o "
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With Fort Snelling once more to the front in national defense, the
following extreet from an article in the Minnespolis Tribune of '82 is
interesting. It was dated "Fort Smelling, Dec, 9," end was "from our
epecial correspondent”:

"All the romense of border history end the tregie story of Indiem
werfare cling to its time-stained walls, end the nemes of countless
gallant soldiers and noble women have become sssocisted with its own in
the 60 years its quaint old bettlements heave towered aloft in the picturesque
velley, as inspiring as any Drachenfels or Schonberg by the Geman Ehine;
and it stends yet; in the evening of the nineteenth century, like a living
sentinel, rehearsing to us in silent language tales of the brave voyagers
and the self-sacrificing fathers of the mission who passed within renge
of its guns or rested beneath its sheltering roofs.

"The plan of the originel fort seems to heve boen thet of a rhomboid,
one of the ecute sngles lying on the ¢liff and the adjacent sides oregting
the banks of the Hiselssippi end Minnesote respectively, These sides were
protected by castellated wells, terminating in halfemoon bastion at the
angle, and that on the south or Minnesota side having its other extremity
in & polygon tower, still stending . .

"The Tribune correspondent cannot ssy &t this writing how meny of
these old buildings, if any, were stending in 1820, but it is apparent
from the following extract of e report written by Gsines in 1827 that
neither the old tower nor halfemoon bastion wes then stending . . . He sayss

" 'The work may be rendered very strong end adapted to e garrison of
200 men by removing one-half of the buildings, snd with the material with

which they are constructed building:e tower sufficiently high to commend

the hill between the Mississippi end St. Peter (Minnesota) rivers, and by
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2 block house st the extreme point or bow of the ¢liff, near the commendant's
quarters, to secure most effectuslly the banks of the river and the boats of
the lending.'! As & stretegie point, Snelling is en important post., By means
of the great trunk lines centering at the Twin Cities, troops can be dispatched

immedistely in any direction . + »

"Great improvements ere talked of, and if carried out this may become &

10-company post in the near future . + « "
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Minneapolis today begins to be host to the Minnesote Funerel Directors
essocletion. This business hes kept pmce with modern ideas end new teche
nigues, and, even in the mess burials of these war days, as much respect as
possible is shown the decessed,

The St. Peter Tribune of January 23, 1863 reported tregically sudden
£illing up of burisl lots: ™"We are informed by Klein & Brother, the undere
tekers of this place, that the total number of persons in the cemetery since
the 18th of lest August foots up to the astonishing totel of 127, or more
then during the entire previous history of 8¢, Peter. Of this number 20
were residents of the town, 60 were children, end the balance over 21 years
of age. This record has been made since the (Indian) outbreak, end is
directly attributed 8t it, resulting ss it does from wounds, or exposure,
or confinement in crowded end poorly ventileted rooms,"

The Sioux outbresk of 1862, to which the 5t. Peter newspaper refers,
was climaxed by & mass buriel. The henging of the 38 Indisns took plece at
Manketo on December 26, The Goodhue County Republican, appearing Jenuary 9,
16863, descridbed the interment:

“The bodies were cut down, placed in four army wegons . . « end were
teken to the grave prepasred for them emong the willows on the send bar
nearly in front of the town. They were all deposited in one grave, 30 feet
in length by 12 in width, and four feet deep, being laid on the bottom in

two rows with their feet together end their heads on the outside. They

were simply covered with blankets and the earth thrown over them."

The Minnespolls Tribune, February 22, 1884, reported progress toward
more dignified obsequies. "The Stete Undertakers' Association, formed

Wednesday, reconvened end adopted bylaws. Messrs, Um, Demphler of
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Sts Paul, J, N, Douglass of Anoke, and C, H, Burt of Stillwater were

elected delegates to attend the National Convention of Undertakers to

be held at Chicego in October next,"
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linmesotans living along the picturesque Sty Croix may not lkmow

who first navigated it by steams But some of them have been wondering off

anc on r'oy yearse And the Stillwater CGagette, in 1878, thus went into the

subjeot:

"The FPirst Steamboat on the Ste Croix=-=~There are many vexed
questions in reference to the first arrivels in this section, and probably
always will bes And now there's a dispute about the first steamer that
ever troubled the waters of the Ste Croixe L. W. Stratton, in a letter to
the Oscecla Press, says that he made the passage on the first boat on these
waters, the Palmyra, July 15, 1838, and at that date 'there was no vestige
of improvement helew Tayler's Falls, and there a coarse log cabin, and the

same et the Falls of the Sts Croixs!

"The writer further says: 'A Mrs Nason built and occupied a shanty
Just below Marine some time during the fall of 1838, end the 12th of December,
1838, myself with a comrade walked from Ste Croix Falls to Nason's on the ice,
end the next day cut the first tree and built a cabin at Marine, on the upper
side near the falls, and cut steamboat wood, being the first wood prepared

for boats above Prairie du Chien,"

Another early transportation item of a different sorts The Dise
patch, in '74, ennounced: "A dog carries the mail between the stete line
near Marshall and Two Woods, Dakotas The mail sack is tied about his neck
and he carries it with safety and dispatch---which is more than Uncle Sam

always does."
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Telegraphic transportation in '73 was beaten by something even

swifter, according to another item from the Dispatch: "Mrse Williem

Skinner of Worthington, on the night of the 26th (October), dreamed of a
toelegram announcing the death of her brother in Wisconsin, and was so ime
pressed by the dream that she started next morming for his homee That
afternoon, the very telegram she dreamed of was received for her at the

Worthington office,"
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Safety firstd Tonight Governor Stassen will present safety awards to
Minneapolis; other towns and counties and local organizations for outstand=

ing 1940 achievements in public safety.

Traffic safety became en intensely live issue with advent of the motor

carss DBut it was a problem even before that, as Minmnesota ammals showe In

1873, the Sts Paul Dispatech said: "Eight miles an hour is the limit in

Minneapolis, but owmers of fast nags are endeavoring to have Lennepin avenue
exempted and used for racing purposes. In order to manufacture public senti-
ment, forty to fifty leading citizens were arrested ycsterday morning for fast
drivingese They demended a jury trial and a number propose to show that the
mayor (Brackett) urged them to trials of speed and secretly stationed police=
men to time them with stopwatchess They don't object to having the ordinance

enforeed to the letter, but object to having any such trap sprungs"

The predecessor of todey's noisy auto horn was the "merry merry sleigh-
bell," It appears there were fashions even in these, for the Tribune, in
1882, said: "Our forefathers knew of no better way to warn folks of their
approaching sleighs than by the noise caused after they had fastened a number
of small bells on a leather band end encircled the horse therewithe There are
those who will aver that no better way has yet been discovered, while others
favor the plan of attaching bells to the under side of the shaftssss In the
first place it costs less, while it is quite as effective as the older fashione
ed arrangemente Then, too, the sound is more musical, or in other words, ace
cords better with what modern folks regard as pleasing to the earss The string
bells (those that encircle the horse) are necessarily small end their tones are
shrille The shaft ohime, on the other hand, is made up of larger bells, and

the sound they give out is greater in volume and mellower,
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"But still, notwithstanding the obvious desirability of the shaft chime,

the harness men are obliged to keep some of the other bells in stock, as the

demend for them has not yet ceased altogether,"
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Only a "paper county" = that was Pope county, according to the
Ste Paul Pioneer in an 1866 issue, until the folks got busy at a meeting
in Stockholm that years When the Picneer called it "paper," it meant that

Pope county existed only in the recordse

"We mot a gentlemen at the (state) Executive Department yesterday,

with a petition from citizens of Pope county for the organization of that

countys A moetin: of settlers was held at Stockholm last week, where the

petition was preopareds He states that although Pope county, which has hither~
to been only a paper county, had only & few families last springe there are
now 150 voterssesand from 600 to 700 population, so rapid has been its settle=

ment from this year's irmigraiions

"Pope countyssesis three=fourths rich prairie, the balance timber
lands, interspersed with lakes and all well watereds It is fast settling
up with industrious Swedes and Germens, and will ere long be one of bur
richest frontier countiese The governor has appointed commissioners to

orgenize the county,"

Elk River was well beyond the "paper" amtage in 1874« Still it wes
given a boost by one of the Twin City papers through its Sherburnme county

correspondents

"Thirtyesix miles from Sts Paul, on the branch line of the Ste Paul
& Pacifie rallroad, is located the flourishing village of Elk River, the county
seat of Sherburne county.s«The improvements last year foot up over $46,0004se
There is one weekly newspapersselThey have a public library end a flourishing

lodge of liasonse
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"Mre H, Houlton is the largest dealer heres Ie has a large store
of general merchandise, also & stem sawmill, handling over 2,000,000 feet
of lumber amnuallyeseMessrs Mills and Houlton have & flouring mill with
8ix run of stone, run by waterseelirs H. Gray has a largé furniture factory,
run by watereess A good article of brick is made heree Wood can be had at

fram $2 to $3 per cord, end village property for actual settlers can be had

at reasonable ratess There is a large percentage of Swedes and Irish in the

countye"
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Dispatches to the Tribune have announced the death in San Diego eof liajor
Franklin T. Steele, grandson of Franklin Steele, whose name is synonomous with the
foundation of Minnesota territory and state. Major Steele's passing recalls the large-
scale activities of hie grandfather, at%{yittes which were always news in the early
press.

Minnesotse Pioneer, '50: "Building at St. Anthony has steadily progressed. ..
Mr. Steele has refused $200 per acre for that charming island which with the eastern
shore of the river makes the capacious inclosure into which logs are driven to awalt
their turn to be sawed."

Minnesota Democrat, '51: "A bill has been passed to grant to Franklin
Steele the right to establish & ferry across the Mississippi, near the Falls of St.
Anthony." Same paper, same yeart "Franklin Steele, Esq., has donated as a site for
the University, about four acres of land on the rising ground back of the St. Anthony
mill. "

St. Anthony Express, '62¢ "A zreat Supper and Ball was given in honor of
My. Franklin Steele, Hsq. . « Mr. Steele was one of the first citizens to settle in
St. Anthony, coming here fourteen years ago." Same paper, same year: "On last Sature
day, F. Steele, Esq. purchased the right, title and interest of A. W. Taylor, Esq.,
to the property at St. Anthony, comprising one half of the whole."

Minneapolis Tribune, '71: "The deed comveying to Mr. Franklin Steele all of
what is known as the Fort Snelling reservation,. except 1500 acres, was received from
Washington on Wednesday. Mr. Steele is in New York City."

Tribune, '72: "It is a matter of congratulation to all the people in this
part of the State that our famous little Falls (Minnehaha) have at length come into
the possession of parties who are determined to give the lovely spot that prominence
as 2 summer resort which it so richly deserves. The falls and its lovely surroundings

are now owned by Messrs. Franklin Steele and George Lincoln."




Tribune, September 12, 1880: "A large number of friends visited No. 10
Grove Place, Nicollet Island; yesterday, to view for the last time the remains of
Hon. Franklin Steele. Puneral services will occur at the above named residence at
4 o'clock this afternoon, to which all friends of the deceased are invited. . . Mrs.

Staele and friends will arrive from the East this morning, and the body will be for-

warded to Washington, D.G. by the through eastern train to-night.”




2
wl

Nowadays, when Minnesota laundrymen get together, 1% lsn't a mere convention.
It's the Minnesota Institute of Laundering, holding a Thursday-Frldey session this week
in St. Paul.

When detached cuffs were the style, annals of 1870 chow that it cost 5 cents
to have them laundered. And one lsundrymsn at least felt strongly sbout dolng business
"on the cuff." Warning in his sdvertisement in the St. Paul Daily Press: "No Articles
Delivered Until Paid PFor."

In 1870, the Clty Leundry of Mr. end Mrs. G. W. Yestbrook announced "fluting
and crimping done in the beet possidle msnner." Mrs. G. L. Kandall promiged in the
Menkato Weekly Record of the same year that she was "prepared to clesense white or color-
ed kid gloves and restore tham to their original softness.” Satisfactory washing and
ironing was zleo gusrenteed by Mrs. Thomss Plgeon of Menkato. "Done on short notice,”
she said in the Record.

iA New Enterprise" was noted ia the Daily Press of 1872: "The St. Paul 3team
Laundry Company invite the attention of the public to thelr excellent facilitles for
executing with neatness and dispatehr the finest laundry work in {he Northwest."

Stillwater housewives had 2 task lifted from them in 1876. Reported the
Cazette: "Messrs. Guptill & Jomes have juet opened an establishment for renovating
feathers, cleansing mattresses, seteé. . . The cleansing and drying are done entirely by
steam.” The Cagzette cleo revealed competitive invasion of the laundry field in Minneap-
olist "A delegation, consiszting of three of the 'heathen Chinee,' has located in
Minneapolis 2nd cpened up in the 'washee' business."

Minnespells Tribune, 18781 "The scarcity of good Scandinevian girls is at-

tributed to the Cascade Leundry. They ewploy so many of them there and will have no

other. The girls make from six to ten dollars a week, and have thelr evenings and Sun-

days to themselves. Johnnle will put on more in a week or so."
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Benarianced Lronsrs wers wantsd in Minneapolls in 1880. Also beginners. "

to leasn to irven sollars and cuffe® could "earn $8 %o 410 per week." Three
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yeare later, speedy service had bocome & selling point in the business. C. H. Lung's

the Trihune: "Do all kinds of family and fancy washing. Will return

advertisement in

work in two days."
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Ssizure by the fedsrsl suthorities in Minnesota of permanent waving avplisnces
"suzpected of belng dengerous” serves to underscore the vsst development of the beauty
industry sinee those deys vwhem grendms grabtbed the curling irvon, twisted her locks and
called it 2 dey.

Tyven grandma's besutifying, though, was not all done Vefore the faumily mirror.
Announced. the St. Paul Deily Prese in 1864: "Thomas Hall has Just openmed a Hair Dressing
Shep in the basement of Ingersoll's Block. . . An epertment for ladles only is connected
with his shop. Hair curled and crnamented in the finest manner.” Grandma's husbend had
been given vrofessions] essistence with hie ceiffure years befors. In 1856, J. &. Scholer
called sttentlon in the Pioneer & Democrat to his "Hulr Dressing Salcon® in "The Cliy
Bath Roome, under the Post Office."

Hair wes prepared by early-dey experts for household as well es perconel edorn-
ment. Ploneer & Democrat, 1856t "We were shown yesterday several specimentsof ornamental
helyr work, manufactured by Messrs. Reese end Sommer of this eity. This is the only est=-
ablishment of the kind in Minnesota, and Jjudging from these specimens of their work, we
gee no reason why persons should not patronise home manufacture in thieg instance in pre-
ference to czending to New York or slsewhere." Ealr jewelry was part of thls feashion.
Mys. Hall and Mrs. Tyner advertised their handiwork in the Mankato Weekly Record in
1868: "The undersigned wish to inform the public that they are engaged in the manufacture
of every descriptien of halr jewelry. Also switches, curls, &c., made to order and kept
constantly on hand , » . Ve will buy good humen hair.®

Then there was the vogue of the hair chein. Stillwater Cazette, 18713 "Ladies,
1f you want a nlce prosent for your husband or friend, go to Mrs. Stephen's on Second
Street, and have a nice hair chain or some other ornsment made."

In 1864, L. P. Franklin ran an aod in the Dally Press calculated to meke a Red-

gkin reach for his tomahawk: "Pive Hundred Dellars Worth of Human Hair Yanted. . . Wigs,




bands, switches, &c., mede to order at short notice. Country orders by Express promptly

attended t0."
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News from Warroad is that the Northwest Angle, northernmost tip of the United
States, is coming out of its annual winter isolation, the vessel Resolute having left
Warroad with mail, freight and passengers for Oak Island, Fennasse and Angle Inlet.

The Northwest Angle - Lake of the Woods county - does not figure extensively
in early newspaper annals, because the county itself was not formed until 1922. But
Minnesota navigators farther south have long battled with the ice. For instance, the
Minneapolis Tribume, in April 1872, reported: "Capt. Sam Pointer went up to St. Feter
last week for the purpose of getting the steamer Mankato, which was snagged there last
season, ready to take away. . . he found her frozen to the river bottom."

Same paper, December of the same year: "The propeller Arcadla arrived at
Duluth last Saturday with a cargo of salt. The salt probably melted the ice as she came
up the bay."

St. Paul Pioneer, 1873: "The Red River froze over on the night of Oet. 27,
very unexpectedly to all. All three of the boats belonging to Kittson's line got
caught. The Dakota. . . was froze in at Goose River. She had on board about 150 tons
of freight and 40 passengers. The passengers were forwarded to Fort Garry by teams, and
the freizht was banked to await transportation overland. The Selkirk is frozen in at
Moorhead. . . There are also some 40 flat boats frogen in between Moorhead and Fort
Garry. « "

Minneapolis Tribune, April 10, 1875: "An ice gorge at Dunham Island, not
far from Shingle Creek, which is about three miles above the city, broke at 9:30 yester~
day morning. . . The irresistible mass first struck the steamer City of Minneapolis,
which. . . was standing high and dry on the shore. . . Several of Dean & Co.'s boom
plers were crushed $p pieces. The Pacific Mill booms were broken and most of the logs

therein. . . carried with the debris over the Falls. . ."




Stillwater Gazette, November 1875: "The G. B. Knapp continues its upstream

trips at the imminent risk of belng frozen in on any one of them, continuous pouring

in of large quantities of freight tempting the hazardous undertaking."
Tribune, November 1881: "The last two trips of the season will be made on the
12th and 20th inst., by the steamer Manistee of the Lake Superior and South Shore line

« « « Shippers should govern themselves accordingly."




Grandfather's Day

In the spring, the city dweller's fancy turns to - among other things -
sprinkling. Nobedy, it seems, has ever objected to lawn sprinkling. But in 1879, a pro=
posal to sprinkle Minneapolis streets roused bitter opposition. The Tribtune commented:

%It seems impossible to project or undertake any public improvement without
raising a howl from some narrowe-minded or Jealous objector. . .

"When our enterprising and public-spirited citizen, George A. Brackett, pro-
posed to the counclil a short time ago a plan for the effectual sprinkling of the
gtreets, the class above alluded to raised its usual howl, accusing Mr. B. of attempting
to put up a job on the city and to secure a monopoly out of which fabulous sums might be
made. « «

"His purpose was to institute a serles of experiments with hose, at his own

expense and risk, and to adopt whatever proved the most efficient and economical plan,

and when this wes ascertained to fix the charge at a sum sufficlent yaﬁ”'ﬂ@#gghwhgvgi;
to cover the cost

end interest on the outlay.

"The plen in his mind was this. . . Take 500 feet of hose in two sections of
250 feet each, joined by a 'Y' at the hydrant attachment. Fach plece of hose would reach
the length of a block. Two men, operating this hose, could sprinkle four blocks. . . It
was proposed that the work should be done at night. As soon a8 four blocks were wet
down, the hose would be moved, on a hand cart reel, to another hydrant and four more
blocks sprinkled. It is believed that two men could sprinkle four blocks each half
hour, and thus in the course of the night get over the greater part of the business
portion of the city. It can be seen that the expense of such sprinkling would not be
heavy. .«

MMy. Brackett is sensitive, and the howl raised about his ears has caused him

to withdraw his proposition. . . The plan, however, ie cpen for others to try, or for




the city itself to experiment with under the direction of some competent official, . .

The sprinkling. . . would, aside from the comfort afforded, save the city money in

street repalrs, and the occupants of adjoining property large billes of expense in

cleaning, painting, wear of carpets, etec. . ."




Grendfather's Day

Cwetonne, prospercus ceat of Gtsele county, has something to celebrate this

M ’
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merry month of Mey and ls going ebout it in a dig w The occasion 1 the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the ploneer Pirst Natlonal Pank of Oratonna. The histerical exhidlt, am
ennounced feature of the celebration, should stir latereat {n O-atonna beginnings such
as those areaerved im annals of the early Minnesota press.

“Alrsady," sald the Minnesota Democrat in 1858, "thers ars two stores doinz a
good buslness, blacksmith shop in operation, public house and sawmil) in process of con-
struction. The first settlement in this section of the country was mades by A. B. Cornell

Tm. . Pettlt, with their families, the first day of July, 1i354."

By 1886, Owatonna had a newshaper, #£rom whish the St. Paul Press reprinted a
significant item on April 3. "The Owatonna Plaindenler says a new National Bank has
been astablished at that place by Mills, Tollet & Co., hanksrs of Hastings."

Perheps the presence of the bank had something to do with it. Anyway, two

1,

months later, the Ploneer was reporting a doom. "Owatonna is a regular bee hive. Build-

ings and business stand out evsrywhere. Our muslcal friends (singers from St. Poul) en-

countared on thelr trip three wagens laden with wheat coming into Faribault, Dundas,
Northfield, 2%c., and a caravan of lumber wagons soing out to Owatonma. Sixty-three were
counted on Tuesdey as they passeld in the stage."

ALl in all, 1865 was a husy year in Owatonna. For lnstance =

May 4, from the Pioneer: "The Winona and St. Peter Railroed is belng pushed
o completiovn very rapldly west of Kasson, and Owatonna will shortly have the honor of

ing its temporary western terminus."

May 12, the Ploneers "OVATONNA. . . Strong efforts are being made by our best

citlzens in the line of tempersnce reform. The Lodge of Good Templars numbers over one

hundred members, and the number ig increasing almost daily. « %




June 17, the Pioneer: "Busineas blocks, to accommodste about & dozen stores,

"

one hotel building end & boerding house, are now being bullt at Owatonna. Lowth & “owe

are erecting a building 40 x 70 neaxr the corner of Codar and Monroe streets for an

iron foundry. It is bullt of stone =2nd gravel which lsg formed into cement.”
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Eishty~three vears ago tomorrow, on May 11, 1858, Minnesots was admitted to
the union. The Minnesotian, on May 18, printed a dispateh from Washington: "Before this
reaches you the telegraph will doubtless have called ou£ the deep-mouthed cannon to in-
sugurate the advent of the union of Mirnesota with the siesterhood of states. . . IHere is
born a new state, an independent soverelgnty, created without a jar or single convulsion.
If men were but true to their country end endowed with but a moderate degree of honesty,
there is no reassn why our goveynment should not last forever."

Alresdy, on May 14, the Minnesotisn had printed the good mews "obtained from
the Dubugue Express snd Herald, brought up by the Grey Eagle." The vote on the admigaion
of this thirty-seccond state was, so the paper stated, 157 to 38.

On the same day, Mey 14, with the tidings further corroborated by word brought
on "the steamer Milwaukee," the Minnesotian gave editorisl expression to its satisfac-
tion. "We are a state of the Union. No longer 'outside barbarians,' we are within the
Chinese wall of the confederscy and have donned our freedom suif. There are some patches
needed over some of the rents, snd renewing of some of the seams, in our gaberdine called
the State Constitution = perheps an entire mewmestment will be ere long required; but
we are rejoiced that we occupy the position hevcéforth in which we cen wear what clothes
we please, much or little, gey or greve, and Unele Ssmuel has no business to interfere,
especially sos we pay, or promige to pay, for them ourselves!

®It ie a ereat responegibility we have assumed befors the nations, the attitude
in which we have nlaced ourselves as cnme of the empires of the world. It is a rather
unpropitious moment slas for 150,000 people to take upon themselves so onerous a busle
nessj bub there is no escaping the consequences of our own ach, and we must address our
minds firmly and determinedly to fill our destiny in an honorable mamner, and pay our

way like honest folks whatever may bhetide.




iHail, therefore, to the state of Minnesota! We prediet that the nexi nine

vears will ses her with probanly half a million of people dwelling havplly upon her

amiling plains, and with a tenfold greater advance in wealth, manufactures, agriculture,

the mechanic arts, and in all the other elememis which contribute to mental, material

and national greatness! So may it be."
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Today the Minneapolis Y. s O« A. celebrates Ltas seventy-fifth birthdoy ane
niversary and pays tribute te Russell Hermsn Conwell, who conceived the idea of organig-
ing the local association. A Tamous lecturer in his day end founder of Temple Univeraity,
Philsdelphia, Conwell came to Minnesota fresh from Cilvil War bdattleflelds and proved to
be handy in several practical directions.

In 1885, he was president of the Minnehnha Skating Club and headed popular
skating parties on the Mississippi. The Dally Fress, in December of that year, urged
publie support of the club. "All lovers of skating must contribute to the fund ( for
clearing snow from the river lce). Go to Convell's real estate office, sign the member-
ship roll, and contribute te the genersl fund. Furry up for Christmas."

How well Minneapolls skaters responded to the invitation 1z indicated in a
further item the next month. "4 meeting of (the Minnehaha Skating Club) was heid Satur-
day evening at . H. Conwell's offlce. About thirty members were presemt. An extra tax
of one dollar was laid upon members and the price of tickets ralsed to two dollars. « «
It appeared that 300 tickete had been gold, and that twenty dollars were left in the
treasury, the balance having been cxpended in lebor, implements, &e.'

5ti1l, the skating c¢lub was 2 mere sideline of Conwell's ectivities. Real

estate end law ceme Tiret. He wes elso instrumental in founding the Minnesota Editors'

Association, bdeing himeelf an active journaligt here. On Februery 8, 1868, the Tribune
commented on the first issue of Conwell's weekly, Star of the Northt "It le 2 five
celumn, eight page peper, presenting 2 very handsome face, glving due attention te
eiitorial, state and genersl news, and well arranged editorially and mechenically."
Meanwhile, Conwell's Y. M. G. A. hed come into being. Its beginning was
warmly applauded by the Chronicle on October 3, 1866: "There is something about such

en ascociation which elevates and purifies the principles and morals of a city even




whan the younz men hava mare! ssocletad together asnd taken no further sction. « « The

Yo %

Young Men's Christian Assoclatlon of Minneapolis has begim its carser, and to that ve

]

look for a purift 1l ~leunse our commmunity and awaken to new life and zeal

thoge who now forget all good in the eager pursult of riches.!




Redwood county had come = long way in 1883, when a writer for the Minneapolis
Tribune called it to the attention of the rest of the state.

It had, the article revorted, "a population of about 6,000 vpersons." It was
"almost entirely undulating prairie, diversified by lakes and streams, which add to the
beauty of the country and emhance in an incaloulable degree its value for sgricultural
purposes.’ Its dairy industry was flourishing, many Redwood farmers "recelving $1 per
day for surplus cream without any actual outlay except thes original price of the cow."

Redwood county, the article continued, "has two creameries and five flouring
mills, all paying investments, and run to the fullest capacity. The value,qf personal
property is $400,000, and the full value of real property not short of $2,000,000. . .

"Redwood Falls. . . is located on Redwood river and has a population of
about 1,200. At present, the Minnesota Valley branch of the Northwestern system has
its terminus at this point. . . It differs from an ordinary prairie town in that it
has exceilent water powers, furnishing very desirable facillties for manufacturing ent-
erprises. Thers are six water powers on thewRedwood river within half a mile of the
town, three being inside the corporate limits. . .

"The residents have manifested a genuine concern for the cause of education
by the erection of a large brick school building, commodious and well appointed in
every apartment, at a cost of $15,000. . . The religious organizations are strong and
active and include the following: Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Cathollc and Christ-
ian. Hegular vastorates are established, snd the church edifices are ereditable to the

commnity and people who erected them. . . Redwood ¥alls has several organizations of

& benevolent and social cheracter, a locel journal brimfull of county news, the county

buildings and other useful if less important features. The town ig headquarters of the

Redwood County Improvement Society. « »




"Thare are not less than 70,000 sores of state lands for sale in the 20

townships of Redwood county. Terms of sals on ctate lands require 15 percent of pur-~

chage money to be pald at the time of sale; balance can be paid any time, or run 30

years at 7 percent interest. . .Y
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The old-time critlc.\when\he felt like it, was apt to handle public entertain=-
ers without gloves. A St. Paul:ﬁﬁigg;er of 1874, for instance, didn't care for Thomas
Nagt, the celebrated cartoonist, and he sald so at length.

WHow the Little Fellow Gulls the Public. = Mr. Thomas Nast, who delights in
caricaturing the shortcomings of those who differ with him politiecally, appeared at the
Opera House last night to deliver a go-called lecture. He is & short, stunted little
fellow, very much resembling the cartoons of himself which his vanity leads him to in-
sert in about every other number of Harper's Weekly. The reason why he calls his perfore
mences & lecture is because it is in no sense of the term a lecture. He is as barren of
{deas as his meanest cartoons have been of decency.

“Capt. Castle. + + introduced him very briefly, as though he was ashamed of
the task, and the little fellow started his machine. . . He commenced with the assertion
that man ie¢ the only laughing animal known; and after using as many as fifteen or
twenty words to elucidate this proposition, he proceeded to draw a man with his mouth
wide open to indicate where the laugh came in. . . with a highly original remark about
Darwin, he proceeded to draw the face of a monkey as a representative of a serious
animal. This covered the first sheet of drawing paper.

4The highly original Nast then read a few newspaper jokes and informed his
audience that this is a great country for jokers (he forgot to say that his attempt to
lecture was a most serious joke). . ."

Nest's final effort was "a picture of himself in his night shirt, with a
cendle in his hand, going to bed. He labeled this 'Good night to all' and fled the
platform to the great relief of the audience. There was but little laughter and scarce=-
ly any appleuse during the hour and a half performance.

"Hig lecture showed a painful scarcity of brains, and his drawings were only




remarkable in the rapidity with which they were put on paper. When it is considered

that he practiced indefinitely upon them before starting on his tour, and that nearly
every night for four months past he has drawn the same pictures, his rapldity was not

surprising. . ."
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Teday Minneapolls and the rest of the natlon witl observe&Nntionel Hosplsal

DayX. Such observance 1s unusuwally fitting in Minnesota, whose record in the continuous
battle against the ills of bedy und mind is known far beyond the boundaries of the
state.

In 1852, the St. Anthony Express sald: "We notice that Mr. Moloney has pre=
cented the vetition of Dr. A. E. Ames of this place for a grani of dahdike lands to the
Territory of Minnesota, out of the Sioux lands whon purchased by the general government,
in quantity sufficient io build en geylum for the btlind, deaf and dumb, and lunatics of
sald Territory."

A little later in the same year, the Minnesota Demoorat (St. Paul) asnnounced
e project whieh, it was thought, might attract health seeckers from the south. "lessrs.
Rey and Carlioz have commenced building in the upper town. . . a large, fourestory stone
puilding for a héspital. It will De under the superintendence of Dr. Garlioz, & French
physicien of distinguished eminence. . » The hasplital grounds embrace several acres, the
munificent donation of our penerous and enterprising fellow=citizen, H. M. Rice, Eeq.
The grounds will be drained and laid oud testefully iv walks, arbors, gardens and lawne."

Two years later, the Minnesotiaa reported substantial progress. "The hospital
in process of erectlon by the Catholic community will, we are informed by Blshop Cretin,
be completed so far es to be susceptible of use by the Tirst of July."

But there wee still no inetitution for the incane in 1364. And the Pioneer
comlained: "Joseph Neuser, an insane men who has besn gonfinad in the county Jjail for
a year past, of late gives great trouble. . . being violent at times and posseasad of
great muscular strength. Mike Denan, the well known athletle rough, who ie also confined
1nlthe jadl, is ne match for the insane men and it raquires. . . two or three others to
hold Neuser while hig cell is beinz clesned. It is to be regretted there igs not some

establishment in the state properly fitted. . . for the cere of such cases.”




In the intercsts of publie welfare, sometimes the mesns were Jjustified by
Or so 1t would appear from an item in the Silllwater Gazetie, December 18733

"geloon keepers will be interosted, 1f not pleased, to know that the supreme court has

decided that the tax upon them of $10 for i‘he establishment end maintenance of an ineb-

riate zsylum i¢ constitutional."
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Bearers of election returns from the several polling places to the office of
the secretary of state in St. Paul were allowed five cents a mile for the trip, going
and coming. That was when Minnesote territory was organized, and the sum was prescribed
by the newly appointed first governor, Alexander Ramsey, in hls proclamation of territor-
ial organization, dated July 7, 1849.

The room in which the proclamation was written was described years later, in

b g Gl 'ésiﬁ{@*ibune It was, the article stated, a amall log cabin at
Third and Jackson streets, "small but well lighted by a casement of glass and sundry
openings between the logs. There were no chairs. . . there was no space for a chair. . .
Purniture comprised one bed, one stand and two trunks. Governor Ramsey sat upon one of
the trunks and wrote his proclamation upon the stand."

The Minnesota Reglster, July 14, 1849, a week after the signing, printed the
text of the proclamation. Quoting the act of congress establishing the territory, Rameey
continued:

"1 hereby order that un election be held on Wednesday, the first day of Aug=
ust next, by the qualified voters of the territory of Minnesota, who shall choose by
ballot one delegate. « . in the (national) house of representatives. . . and council-
lors and representatives ( for the territorial legislature). . ."

After listing the local legislative districts, the gbvernor went oni

"There shall be allowed out of the territorial treasury to be paid. . . to the
several judges and clerks of election a compensation of $2 each, and to the persen
carrying the poll books from the places of election to the secretary's office, the sum
of five cents per mile, going and returning. . .

"The persons slected to the councll and house of representatives will meet in

legislative session on the first Monday, being the third day of September next, at the




house provided for the purpose at the corner of St. Anthony and Minnesota streets, in

the city of St. Paul."

Governor Ramsey had arrived in Minnesota on May 27, just ninety-two years

ago today.
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The future of men in o mechanized world is no new subjsct for speculation. In

Dby
1879, & writer in gﬁa Minneapolis @E%tunax gave thought to the Machine Age. "The progress

of invention during the past twenty-flve years," he wrote, "has been so rapld and re-
markable that people have. . . ceazed to marvel. . .

"Men not vislonary even now look forward to the time when. . . manual labor
will be removed by sclence and mechanics and in due course will dawn upon the =arth a
halcyon age, in which a1l hard work of whatever nature will be done by machinery and
the only exertion required of human beings beyond a few light tasks connected with the
care of the person and personal belongings will be the intellectual one of directing
the operations of mechanical contrivances. And even this may be reduced to a minimum.
An Fnglish spinner is sald even now to have invented . . . a machine which will run
from one week end to another without supervislon. . .

"1t may be that the time will come when the same principle of automatic
action can be applied not only to all processes of manufacture, cultivation of the soil
and harvesting of arops, but to the most severe of household tasks; that the supplies
of the dbutcher, the baker and the grocer will be brought to the house by pneumatie
tubes or endless carriers, that automaton arms will seize them, dress them, cook them
before a self-igniting fire upon a self-acting range, end serve them upon a table that
sets itself, to which the household will be summoned by a bell that is endowed with a
mysterious automatic intelligence which causes it to ring when dinner 1s ready. By
similar processes, the house may be swept, the beds made up, and the dirty linen
gathered, washed and ironed. . .

"The question that interests the . . . economists in relation to this huge
progress of inventive energy and ekill ie the affesct. . . upon the working masses. . .
during the transition peried. . .

"Suppose, for instance, that a successful traction engine. . . should Dbe




produced. The number of horses in use would soon greatly diminish, and this would

gimilarly reduce the demand for horse-shoes, horseshoé-nails. curry combs, harness,

wagons, carriages, ete. and throw a great many employed in these industries out of
employment, all of whom could not be reemployed in manufacturing and running the

traction engines. . . With the progress of invention, all kinds of employment must
gradually grow more difficult to obtain. . ."
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