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CHAPTER ONE

WHERE THEY CAME FERONM

Where the Finng first ceme from is & story lost in the mists of pegan
Europes It is a story hard to read, written only in broken pottery, stone
and bronge implements, in the messurements of skull bones, and in similarities
and differences of lenguage., These fragmentary pages of history are scattered
over much of Russie as well as Finland « and sometimes they contrediet each
other.

For & time enthropologists clessified the Finns as Mongellien in
origin, since some have round heads end slanted eyes, but that theory has now
been largely rejected, Fimnns themselves have never regerded it with enthusissm.
Their language, classed by philologists as belonging to the Fimno=Ugrie group,
gives thenm kinship to the Esthonians, the Magyars of Hungery and & mmber of
smeller tribes scettered from Central Asis to the Bealtic and Northwestern
FPussie, Purial mounds along the Volgea Fiver are believed to be the work of
the early Finnli.

The history is often confusing, but certain things seem more certain
than others. Ome is thet the Finns originally lived scmewhere in Fussia along
the Volgas, and thet the gradusl drying up of the steppes drove them west snd
north, until two of the Finnish tribes entered the forested lakelend which was
to be their hmf. Of these two tribes, the Hemalaliset or Tavasts, meking up
a grest majority of the population of the country, inhebit the southern and

western perts of the Republic of Finlend, while the Earjelaiset or Kerelians,

1. Passin
2. Herdie Smith, Ethmic Origin of Fimns Mss (no title) M. We P., 1938,
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live in the esst and morth, as well as in parts of Russis bordering on Finland,
Perhaps hundreds of yeers elepsed before the Finnish tribes finally began to
settle down in what resembled & fixed hebitet. At its most recent stage, their
European migration did not stop until h@redc of yeers after the beginning of
the Christien or:.

The lend in which they settled was not ome to nurture weaklings. Leakes
covered almost en eighth of the country, end considerably more of the soil was
swanpye The land area was densely forested, rivers were short end turbulent,
the soil sandy end poor, while the lend was strewn with boulders end outeroppings
of the granite bedrock jutted through the thin surface soil. The winters were
long and cold, snd even in the summer there were sharp temperature changes, with
slways the possibility of frost., An austere lamnd, it weeded out all who were
not strong and sble end left a sturdy race, well fitted when the time came %o
colonize the Minnesota Arrowheed region, where the rocks and soil, the lakes
and the hard winters are so like those of the old ccmtryf.

Te their neighbors these people were known es Fenni or swampdwellers.
In their own tongue the neme of their lend wes Suomi, from suo, swamp, end mea,
land, while the people were called Suomalaiset or dwellers in the swamplend, :

imong the lakes they underwent & gradusl transition; from & nomadie
and pastoral people, they beceme fermers with fixed dwellings. The foresta
supplied plenty of zeme end the lakes were full of fish, but the soil did not
produce abundently, even when fertilized with the ashes of forest fires.

The early Finn lived & semi-berberic life; he did not have a written

lenguege, and contented himself with his hunting, fishing and plenting, while

3. John Wargelin, Americenization of the Fi:ms, (Hencock, Michigan, 1924) p. 23.
4- Peseim
Ge Wargelin, Ope cits, P 22q
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the forces thet merched end countere-msrched over Europe passed him by in his
out=of=the-way corner of the ccntinent. Those who lived along the coast took
to the sea end roved up snd down the Baltie, preying as pirates on shipping
and robbing the coastal tcwms, It was only with the ceming of the Swedes that
the horigon of the Finn broadened beyond his homeland and adjscent tﬁt.ﬂ?.

That happened in 1157. The Swedes had been caught up in the eruseding
spirit sweeping Europe; besides that, they were exasperated by the border raids
of the Firms. Finally Erik IX of Sweden crossed the Gulf of Bothnia with en
aermed expedition, stopping offshore long enmou h to give the Finns the cholce
of fighting or becoming Christisns, The Finns fought, end lost. They were
baptized, and Erik entrusted their salvation to Henry, English=born Bishop of
Upsnlnz‘

Henry was gealous but reckless. His enthusiesm in overthrowing the
Pinnish deities eerned him the ermity of the people. The ineviteble happened;

Fenry was assassinated. Out of mertyrdom grew his scceptance as the patron

saint of Finlend, but missionary werk declined after his death, It took two

more Crusades during the next century, in 1249 snd 1283, to finish converting

the Finns to the Roman Cstholie church end eliminate any possiblility of success=
ful preselyting by the Orthodex church of the Rmainnsf.

From thet time the church of Finland was firmly bound with that of
Sweden. When the Feformetion ceame to the latter country, it csme slso to
Finlend., Sweden sdopted the Lutheran feith for the entire nation, including
Pinland, in 1527, Today the mation is overwhelmingly Lutheranmj 97 per cent
belonging to that faith, while only 1.7 per cent are members of the Greek
Orthodox church, end @& negligible .02 per cemt give allegisnce to Fomen Catholi-

c 9.
cisme.

B Passim
7. Aleksi Lehtohen, Church of Finlend (Helsinki, 1927); C. J. A+ Oppermenn,
The English Missipnaries in Sweden end Finlend (Vew York, 1837) p. 199; et. al.
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Underneath his Christien faith, however, the Fimn feels a deep reverence for
neture, snd mingled with hig Christien beliefs, there remein vestiges of primitive
memories of the days when he wes & pagen worshipping woodlend deities.

The coming of the Swedes brought more than & religious revolution te
the Finns. In Viipuri, at the heed of the heed of the Gulf of Finlend, the
Henseatic League established its geteway to the interior of Russis, while
Turku also served as onn of the ports through whieh Russien trede flowed and
in time ceme to be the market ocutlet for goods from the interior of lemdio.

The Swedish Helsings established themselves on the western, south-
westorn and part of the southern coast of Finlend, in colonies which extended
about eighteen miles inlend., They took over most of the mercantile interests
of Finland, and have meinteined their supremecy almost down to the present,
Fitterness often has existed between Swedes eand Fimnns, end divided them inte

two camps, the Svekcmans of Swedish extraction, and the Fennomens who stem

frem the originel Finnse The Svekomens, with their traditions of Swedish

literary, sccisl end peliticel superiority, were constantly striving to dominate
the Pennomens, who for their pert clung just es stubbornly to the Finnish len=
guege and cultuntl.

Although the peliticel power of the Svekomans in Finlend persisted,
the stremgth of the Swedish netion itself begem to wene, untll finelly, after
a series of wars between Fussia and Sweden, Finlend in 1800 became & Grand
Duchy of the Fussisn Empire. Internally this meant little change for the
Finnish people, at lesst for several generations. Finlend owed allegisnce to
the Cgzar of Bussis, not as emperor, but only as Grand Duke of Finland, The

nation hed been promised sutonomy when it allied itself with Russie, with the
8s Oppermen, GLB Wergelin, _g_p_. cites Do 29,

e Cites
Se Eneyol 8 Hritannica, Vol. O, I14th edition.
10, Eﬁ:’h 22- Oltt. Pe Se

. K we Donner, "The Young Finlend and the National Spirit", Outlook
Vols 73 (June 3, 1503) pp. 123-124. ey e
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privilege of having its owm perlisment, its cwn courts end laws, its own church
and lengusge. The Finns thought the change marked the beginning of & new ers,
but the reality fell short of the promises There were alternating perieds of
Russien liberslity end opyressicn, but it wes only in 1863, during the reign
of the enlightened Alexender 1I, that the Fimns were given the full measure of
the promised autanww.:z.

In 1835 occurred cne of those spparently minor events which can change
the whole outlook and even the history of @ netion., Thet year Dre Eliss Lonnrot
published the first helf of the 50 runes of the Kelevala, the epiec of the Finnish
pecple. Before thet time it had existed only in scettered verses and fragments.

Lonnrot treveled among the Karelisn people of eastern Finland, living in peesant

cebins, eating peesent food, snd hearing the songs from the lips of the old

runesingers. He ccllected the runes end orgenized them into the complete Kalevala
epic, The effect on the nation was overwhelminge An swareness of themselves as
a homogeneous people with a history snd culture of their own swept over the Fimms,
e realization that they were folk with a beckground entedeting the Swedish and
Pussien rule. The Kslevala probably did more to make the Finns mationality-
conscious end to knit them into one people then almost any other event that has
occurred in their hictoryis.

imerican literature knows the Kelevale indirectly. Longfellow got
his inspiretion for "The Song of Hiswstha" directly from 1%; the metre of the
two is exactly the seme, and some of the adventures of Hiewathe were inspired
by events in the lives of the Fimnish heroui‘.

Publicetion of the Kalevala brought about an immediate and remarkable

gein in the Fennomen influence as & culturel fector in Finland. Previously,

12, "Finlend's Poetry end Yolitiecs', leview of Neviews, Vols 71, (Jene=June,
1925), ppe 660=661,
13, lNene Pusux, "Finmnish Literature”, Imternstional Quarterly, Vole VIII, ppe
108-112; Hermione Rsmsden, "The Literature of Finlend', Re Livi "
7th Series, Vole 8Sv, No. 243 (1904), pp. 633-834, Newswe Ole
(&1“' 9’ 1935)' p. 15. -?-‘E. ..._1‘.
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Finnish litereture hed been & monopoly of the Swedish-Finns, Their poets,
Puneberg, Cygneeus, Topelius snd others had been producing besutiful poetry,
and, since the lerge universities at Helsingfors and Abo (Turku) taught only
in Swedish, it eppeared that the supremecy of the Swedish elenment would cone=
tinve, The Kalevela changed the complexion of the cssefs'

The Swedish-Finns still retained their commercisl and industriel
dominence and continuwed to represent the aristocrecy of the netion. However,
their authority over literature and culture had been challenged. Intense
rivelry between the Svekomen end Fennomen fections broke out, and there was
much bitterness until the renewal of oppressive meesures by the Fussisn govern=
ment united the two groups. They gredually forget their language differences
and begen to work together under the motto: "Two tongues, one thaught.; The
common peril sand suffering of the new conflict which ended with the Russo~Finnish
treety of 1940 may heve served to wipe out what little antagonism still remained,

The lenguage & Finn speaks is no longer dependable evidence of his
origine, lieny who today speek Swedish are of Fimnic nationality, while large
numbers of those whose ancestors came from Sweden heve adopted the Finnish
tongue from their neizhbors. Intermerriege, too, has served to wipe out many
of the orlginel differences. .Today about one~terth of the Finrisk netion
spesks Swedish, end both Finnish end Swedish sre sanctioned as officisl lange
ueges. It is this duslity of tongues which gives rise to the practice of
heving two nemes for meny cities: Helsingfors and Helsinki, Viborg and Viipuri,

17.
Hangg and Hankoe Either form is corrects

Eugene Ven Cleof, "Finnish loetry', ihe Sciemtifie Monthly, Vol. 15
(July, 1922), p. 5l.

"Finlend's Poetry and Polities,” Review of Reviews, Vole. 71 {Jane-June
1925), Pa 860,

Puasux, op. cits 110,

Passim.
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The period of comperative sstisfection with Huscovite rule ended rudely

in the last quarter of the centurye Alexander III, less liberal than his ﬁighsh
L ]

revoked many of the liberties thet the Finns hed enjoyed under Alexander II,
perheps taking his eue from the fact thet his fether in 1878, during the clesing

years of his reign, had imposed compulsory militery service upon the Grend Duchy.

(ne of the deepest hopes of the Finnish people in the union with Russie
had been thet it would mean the end of the wars which had laid weste sc much
of Finlend, When the growing Swedish power wes extending itself down the PBaltie
coast, there hed been constent need for men, men to fight on & hundred fields
end die for Swedish glory. Lester, when Sweden's power wes declining, Finlend
had to bear for her the brunt of the invading Fussian armies until Finnish ferms
end cities were 1aid waste, and the country, slresdy poor, was still further im=
poverished,

The farms of Finland, it is true, supplied & strong, sturdy people who
could fight well end die without too much fuss, Put after spending pencrations
fighting Sweden's wars, they were not now disposed to fight for Russie., Neny
Finng left the country to avoid the obnoxious military serviee; it was during
this period that emigretion to the United States begen to mllfe-

It wes not that the Fimns were lecking in eoursge. The Finns have
written their coursge indelibly into the chronicles of netionel heroism, But
continuelly merching off to other people’s wars, ware in which they had no
interest, instilled in them a deep hatred of nrfaro::g.nudng the Vorld War
there were meny Minnesots Finns who refused military servioe and were denmounced
&8s sleckers, Finnish history helps to explsin their refusal to fight without

scme better reascn than the mere fact thet everyone around them wes merching,

16, "Tinlend's Lerilier nistory," Literary Digest, Vol, 61 {June 28, 1919) p. 84.
19+ Wargelin, ope cit.; p. 4l.
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Nicheolaes II continued the peremptory policles of his predecessore
The two officiel tongues of the country, Finnish end Swedish, were repleaced
by kussien, which no one understood, as the officiasl languege, the Diet wes
abolished snd the Finnigh Luthersn church was subordineted to Greek Orthodoxy.
As his Governor-Ceneral of Finlsnd, Nicholes appointed the notorious Bobrikeff,
who relentlessly pushed the policy of Fussifieation, eand the Fimns soon ceme
to Inow the herd-riding Cossacks with their whipaom.

In 1899, under Nicholee II, the Finnish army was abolished complete=-
lyfl:md Finng were forced to serve in Russian regiments, Until then the Finne
ish scldier, no metter how distasteful he found army service, had gerved under
hies own officers, smong scldiers who were also Fimns and spoke hic lenguege.
Vow he was commended by Russian officers snd guertered with Russien soldiers
whose tongue wes stmgofz.Mgrntlon inoreesed sherply sgein, rising toward

the peak it was to resch in two or three more yeerse

The Finns, stung to desperation by the Czar's legislstion end the

Cossack knouts, finelly cowmtered with the murder of Bobrikeff by a young
Finnish patriot in 1904. The murmurings of disoontemt had grown into sullen
runble during the preceding yearss the Unions, though outlewed, developed
strength, end in 1905 a national strike and passive resistance nullified en=
foreement of the Czar's designs. Finnish protest was successful; with the end
of the Fusso=Jepanese war there was & lessening of Fussisn pressure, the Diet

wag reorgenized, snd universal suffrage was adopted,

20. Lugene Van Cleef, "Emigration of ©he rimns', Outlook, Vole 65 (May 5 =Auge.
25, 1900), pe 8963 et. ale.

21, Wargelin, ope cite, Pe 41e
Eugene Van C eef, "Finlend - The Fepublie Farthest North; The Kation, Veol.
75 (July 17, 1902), pe 45, ete gle
Ven Cleef, ops oite; "Otto Vilmi, Early History of the Development of the
Finnish Leber Mo " in Background of the Finnish Civil Wer, Arne
Helonen, ed. (Superior).
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But the respite was shortelived. Another periocd of friction with
the Russian government began within the next few years, and continued until
the Vorld War snd the collapse of imperisl Russia geve Finland en opportunity
to declare its independence in December, 1917. It proved st first sn uneasy
independence. There was a strong Socia_liaf leaning smong & large part of
the Finnish people, and the Cocialist group, seeing what eppesred to be the
dawning of & now era of equality and opportunity for the worker and peasent
in Fussias, attempted to slly Finlend to the Unlon of Soclelist Soviet Republics,
Aided by the Russian Bolsheviki, Fimnish Cmia‘tl created & revolution eerly
in 1918+ A short but bloody civil war wes foughts The Finnish Whites, with
the help of a Germen expediticmary force, wons Finlend decided to become e
kingdom, and & Hohenzollern prince was chosen ruler. But he never entered
Finlend to reign. Baron Menmerhelm was sppointed regent, German and Russien
intrigue continued te stir up eonfusion, corruption end internal strife in
the new mtion?h

Finland hed been under foreign domination for centuriess Heving
ettained nominel independence, the Finns now determined to meske itlronl.
Forelign elements graduslly were rooted out, and on July 17, 1816 a republie
was declared md lannerheim stepped out of his regencys With the passing of
e few years most of the enimosity of the eivil war was concilisted, and e

25e
genuine democracy ceme into control.

¥With such a history, there is little cause to worry sbout our Fimnish

immigrants feiling to become democratic citizens in a democrstic country., Even
under the rule of despots they remeined democratic, to such a degree that they

were willing to fight for independence.

24, Fassim.
Ee PRESIm.
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Suomi, the Swemplend

History is most spectaculer in the annals of kings and conguerors,
but her fect are always firmly on the soil, for peoples fight more willingly
for their homes than for all the dynasties. In sesking the history of & nation,
cne must search its soil end its cottages as well as the ruins of its king's
courts

The lend to which the Finns originelly came was partially covered with
heavy forests and lush grassy meadows. But it grew crops poorly. The seame
glacial action that had dug out and dammed up its uncounted thousands of lakes
(one authority seys "at least a quarter of a million") had elso covered the
ground with sand end gravel, strewing it with boulders, and in places laying
bare the gneiss and granite bedrock. Almost 12 per cent of the area is lake,
about 31 per cent swamp end peat land, with edditional large tracts neither
swempy nor drye. More then three-quarters of the land may be clessified as "wzs:'

The forests, lekes and gress meadows provided an adequate source of
food for the early Fimns and their livestock, but as the population grew it
beceme necessary to farm the lend more intensively - and Suomi does not lend
itself to intensive cultivation. The sandy soil supports excellent forest
growth, but grain and other food crops heve a hard time to grow.

Therefore, the practice of burn-btesting erose, that prodigal use of
the forests as fertilizer., The trees on a given area were felled and allowed
to dry out two years, Then they were set on fire, and the flemes cleared
the lend of both trees and underbrush. The flaky wood ashes made a rich fertil-

igzer, and the soil then could support & fair growth of grain crops. After a

26. Eugene Van Cleef, "Ihe Finn in Jmerica", The Geogrephical Review Monthly,
Vole. 6 (Sept., 1918), pe. 195.
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few years, however, ther fertility of the land again wes exhausted and the
ocsttle were turned inte the cleering to graze there for several years, while
the forests gradually were allowed to recleim the land agsine When the trees
had grown high, the land wes once more ready to have the curiocus eycle of
spoliation and preduction repeatad.zv'

Frost is the great enemy of the Finnish farmer, end one ageinst which
it is herd to fights. During any month of the growing season there is always
the possibility that the pessant will wake some morning to find his crops
bleckened by freeszing. And when the rye and barley freezes, he faces ancther
winter of pittura, bresd made of berk end pounded strew, with only enough
flour to hold it together. The sky of Finland is cloudy, sometines half the
days of the yeerj the grain ripens slowly when deprived of the weak rays of
the northern sun; and when the crops are even slightly retarded there is danger
of frost, The farmer plants his grein on the tors end sideas of hills where
the wind cen sweep over it end drive saway the frost, but he gets a poor yield
on this sterile land while the richer soil of the bottomland expends it fertil-
ity on mesdow growthfe.

More lend is given over to hay than to any other erop = 43 per cent
of all the farmed land, Faying, like all other farming in Finland, is more
difficult then in the United States. After the hay is cut, it is draped en
the weist-high drying recks thet are & part of every hay meadow in Finlend,
so that it will shed water and cure without mildewings Eye wes introduced by
the Swedes in the thirteenth ecentury; the Ealevela sings of its comings Kye

todey forms the Finnish staff of life, covering 11 per cent of the farmed land.

?7. Dardie Smith, "ihe Land of the rinns', Msse MAWP 1938, p. 8.
280 Itid. pp. 3’ 4. 80
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Oats, used for feeding the stock, is grown on 19 per cent of the cultivated
lend, and barley on 5 per cent, Barley was the grain brought by the abori-
ginel Finns; in the north it is heavily relied on because it is meczt .osiscent
to the always threatening frosts. Fields of wheat are almost a stranger to
the Finnish landscape; it is a crop only recently intrcduced, end only one-
half of one per cent of the areble land knows the spiked wheat plant. Many
Finns who settled in Minnesote at a time when it could boast of mile after
mile of weaving .wheatfields had never known the taste of white bread, and
recall that the loeves first seemed to them & sort of cake. Potatoes are
elso an important erops The Finnish farmer raises a few other vegetables,
and in some places flax for its fiber. These are the crops of Finlend, and
elthough the northern republic is an agricultural netion, it does not yield
enough food for its own people. Food must be imported, since the crops which
the fermer raises are consumed almost entirely on his own fann.zg.

The bulk of his cash income is from cattle and, in the north, reindeer.
In southern Finlend the farmer raises the distinetive Fimnnish breed of ecattle,
a variety bred almost entirely for its milkeproducing qualities end seldom
used for meat, The Finnish cow is & heavy butterfat producer, supplying the
butter which is almost the only important export of the farm. In the north

30.
the reindeer is raised for its meat as well as for milk,

The Finnish fermer likes to build his farm on the lide of a hill by

a lake if possible, of the logs which are so plentiful, The first building

put up on & new farm is the sauns or bath-house, which marks the home of the

E_. ij.d. Pe 8.
30. TEH. Pe 9. 10,
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Finn no metter in what lend he may live, He stays in it until the house is
finished, Usually there are meny bulldings: the house, the sauna, a granery
or two, the livestock barn, scmetimes & smell hut for guests, end odds and

ends of sheds, snd scattered through the hay mesdows, several hay berns, with
their sides characteristically sloping inwerd toward the bottom, with wide
ohinks to insure free drying of the hey., The granery may contain a fireplace
without & chimney since the grain often must be dried by artificiel heat before
it can be threlhedfl.i‘ho sauna and the slope-sided barn are signs of the Finnish
settler in Minnesots, especially in the Arrowheed.

This is the Finnish farm, usuelly less then sixty scres, These little
trects are the livelihood of twowthirds of the people; at the time of the great
migrations to this ecuntry as meny es eleven-twelfths of the people were geining
their bread from the famlfz.ﬁut even when it is worked with so much labor, the
goil of Finland is & poor provider, snd the farmer ususlly hes to turn somewhere
else to meke up the difference between a bare, hungry subsistence and a moderstely
comforteble livinge During the long northlend winters, when the swamps and lekes
are froszen over, he cen often hire out to a lumbering crew for a season's work
in the '00“.33-

It 18 in its timber rescurces thet the economic future of the nation
geems to 1ie. There sre miles upon miles of splendid pine, spruce and birch,

which, with & wise program of reforestatiom, can be made to last indefinitely.

Owr half the wood cut is burned in the country for fuel. Even the railroads

fire their locomotives with it, becsuse coal is scerce. Another tenth is

¥i. 1bid, pe e
32, "Emigretion of the Finns", p. 895
33, Herdie Smith, "The Lend of the Finns", Mss., pe 12.
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shipped out aes timber, end & quarter is processed in the factories and exported
344
as plywood, woodpulp, cerdboard end wood specislties.
However, there is none of thet indiseriminate eand senseless ocutting

which despoiled the fine forests of Minnesota and most of our other states,

Govermment regulation is strict, and began at a surprisingly early date,

Even in the Middle Ages there was & heavy demend for the forests of Finland,
and the first lew curtailing their use was passed in 1600, setting an annual
1imit of 10,000 logs for every sawmill, end establishing a cutting seascn, at
the end of which the sgws were seeled to prevent evasion of the law, Burne
beating wes prokhibited slmost & hundred yeers agos Todey there are laws that
protect the forests end insure that they will always be maintained., Actually,
the snnual cut is far below the limit set by the govermment to insure perpetual
replenishment, end the foreast grows at a faster rate than it is cut down, Over
38 per cent of the timber land is owned by the govermment, which competes dire
ectly with privete business in its tizber ocutting operaticns. :

There was & time when the making of wood tar wes very important, and
it still remains cne of the most picturesque industries of Finlend, from the
burning of the logs in earthen kilns to the reckless ride of the tar-boats,
piled high with barrels, down the swirling streems. Scme forest areas were
stripped almost bare by the tar-makers, whose preduct went to the ship chand-
lers of Europes With the ecoming of the steel ship and the discovery of coal
tar the industry went into & decline, although it still exists, and some wood

S6e
tar still pesses across the borderse

3{- qi‘.‘id’ p. 130
5. it‘IE. Pe 12.
36e m. Pe 13.
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The Finns fish the seas off their shores; they make part of thelr
own textiles in large modern factoriesy they have established steanship lines
thet resch cut over the seas of the earth, and they do some mininge. But most
of these industries are part of a Finland thet few of the Finns in Minnescta
have ever seen, These brosdenings of the bese of Finnish economy are & recent
development, which was berely getting under way at the time the Firns were mi-
greting in large numbers te Americs, end did not become important until after
the nation had escaped for the first time from the stultifying influence of
& backward Fussia.

The Mirmesota Fimns sre slmost as wellknown for their cooperatives
a8 for their ssaunas. These cooperatives are in part the outgrowth of isclation
§n the back reaches of the Arrowhead where cooperstion was & necessilty to sur-
vival, and in part of habite whose rocte ere in Finland.

The cooperative movement in Finlend which was really esteblished in
1899 although it had been tried seversl times in the previous forty years,
extends intc genersl merchendise stores, deirles, restaurants, groceries,
bekeries, rural benks, sgricultural machine-buying societies, peat moss soc-
jeties, wholesele houses and export fims dealing in agricultursal goods. They
are ideally organized; Elsnto, for instance, & retail distributor with business
chiefly in Helsinki, owns bekeries, drug stores, shoe stores, cefes and res-
taurants, a department store, a delivery fleet, & browery, and seusege end jem
factories. Vallio, the pride of the Finnish cooperative movement, a producers'

organization, handles 65 per cent of the totel Finnish export of buittere
57 1ibids Pe 1Ce
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These cooperatives have their following mainly among the people of moderate
means, the majority of them farmersfe.ln 1938 there were more than 6,000
registered cooperetives, with a total membership of more than 800,000. They
transact sbout 25 per cent of the retail trade, eand 60 per cent of the whole-
sale trade of the country?g-

The Finns are not & city-dwelling people. In 1920 only 16 per cent
lived in cities, Helsinki, the ecapital and largest city, is about the size
of Sts Paul, with & population somewhat under 300,000, .So when they came
to America the Finns settled largely in the rurel areas; the same quelities
that made them eling to the soil in Finlend drew them to the land here, away

from the crowded cities,

88, 1bid, p. 16,

39, World Almenac, 1939, pe. 228,
40, Hardie Smith, "The Land of the Finns", Mss., pe 17.




CHAPTER ONE WHEFE THEY CAME FROM PACE SEVENTEER

Why the Finns Emigrated

For many msom.' then, Finlend was a lend where the margin between
comfort and hunger wes & nerrow one, with nature always threatening to wipe
out that mergin, A frost when the rye was heeding out, or & wet and cloudy
summer, end there would emsue another winter of trying to stave of{ famine
with strew-andebark bresd, And the Russien oppressors, almost as harsh as the
weather, mede 1ife in the home country umbeerable for many & proud Finne

The Finns are not entirely newcomers to Americs, At the time Sweden
wes attempting to build a colonial empire along the Delawsre Eiver, there were
Finns emong the Swedish colonistse. There still exist in New Jersey one or
two plece nsmes going back to the Fimns of Hew Swedem. It was not & large
imnigration, end most of the Finns ceme es slaves or indentured servants to
the Swedish overlords. They lost their identity as Finng, their customs end
lenguage being swallowed up in the great Americenizing influences that swept
over themA long before the Revolution, There are Finns who are known as such
in New Jersey today, but they aere distinot from thet migrant group of the
1600':1‘

Finnish immigration into the New World ended then, and did not begin
agnin for elmost two centuries. Between 1830-1850 & large number of Finnish
colonists went to Alaske, where they became fishermen, hunters end foresters,

and achieved some degree of prosperity. In its truest sense this was not an

emip siion to & new country, since both Finland and Alasks were parts of the
42,
Kussien Empire,

41, ihe Swedes snd rinns in lew Jersey, smerican Guide Series, Federal Writers'
Project, WPA, New Jersey (1030)
42, Neurice R, Davie, World Immigration (MacMillen, W. Y., 1936) p. 1413 ot al.
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VWhen the willeo'etheewisp of guick riches in the California gold rush
called men from the netions of the world to the West Coast in 1842, izey ceme
from the fields and forests of Finlend with as much reckless hope as from
elsewhere, Frobably they suffered &s much disappointment, too, and when the
glow feded, sowe returned tec Finlsnd, while others seattered over the country.
There is nothing permsnent in such immigration, eand what little mark the Fimns

43.
may heve made on our nation at that time has long since disappesred.

Then, too, during the middle of the 19th century there was a small

but constant infiltration of Fimnish ssilors who landed at our ports, deserted
their ships, and entered inteo American life, leaving little record of theme
selves beyond the fact that they came, llany of them deserted from Russien
ships during the Crimean war in 185534‘

Hene of the first minor migrations touched Minnesota, meainly because
there was really no Minnesota to touch. There were them only a few trading
posts, on army fort and, toward the end of the period, the begimnings of settle-
ment and territorial govermments But even while Minnesota was still & frontier

state, the first stirrings of immigration from Europe were already under way.
43, 1bid.

44, Wergelin, imsricanization of the Finns, pe. 52+
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MINNESOTA THRESHOLDS

Minnesota in 1864 was still lusty with young statehocods The frontier
was ever in retreat, with expanding commerce dogging its heelsj; ox=carts creaked
down the Pembine Trail with their locads of furs from the north; steamboats
pushed their way through the shoals and bars of the larger streams and stages
ran between the few important towns, while the first locomotive in the state
was already rattling along a hundred miles of track.

St. Paul was growing almost visibly, Hinneapeclis and St. Anthony
throve as neighboring villages, and busy living centered in the bewdy, roistering
lumber towns, like Stillwmter on the St. Croix.

The Sioux uprising was only two summers past. Indians roamed most of
the state. On the table-flat Red River Valley the last herds of buffalo in
¥innesota grazed, and mile after mile of rich prairie stretched open to the
horizon, its tall grass mirroring each passing breege.

But the opening of the land was going on at an increasing rate under
the settlers' ax and plow-share. The ox-drawn breaking-plow sheared off the
roots of the prairie grass, and turned the shining black underside of the sod
to the sky in unbroken strips. « « «

This was the Minnesota to which the pioneer Finnish immigrants came
in 1864,

The first Finnish immigration was unimpressive in size, and almost

unnoticed among the great Seandinavien wave surging into the state. In fact,

r
these Finns were called Norwegisns in the records, /They all came from nothern

Norway, indeed where most of them had been living for a score or more of years,




CHAPTER TWO MINNESOTA THRESHOLDS PAGE TWERTY-FOUR

The Americae fever struck the southern part of Norway first, and took almost
a decade to spread to the fisher-folk of the north. When it did reach them,
it affected Norwegian and Norwegian-Finn alike, and both came mcross in the
same ships, with the Finns greatly outnumbere;:

That swmmer of 1864 there were four small groups of Fimns bound for
Minnesotas All of them followed more or less the same route; after reaching

Chicago they went by railroad to the Mississippi River, then boarded river

steamers for Red Wing, where they halted long enough to ask the way and to

gather their energies for the final stage of the journey to the new frontier.

In the first party to arrive were three men with families: Pere
(Peter) Lahti, Matti Niemi and Antti Rovainen. Two others were single,
Mikko Heikkes and a fifth whose name is spelled variously Budas, Nulus and
Pudas. Almost & man in his own right, Niemi's oldest son, Matti Nieme Jr.,
was eighteen or nineteen years old. The children were Nikolai Hiemi, aged
10, Ida Juhamma Rovainen, 7, Kalle Niemi, only a few weeks old, end Maria
Johanna Niemi, 16, who later married Mikko Heikka, Of these children, the
first=nemed two are now, three-quarters of a century later, the only survivors
of that first small group of immigranti:

Following closely those earliest comers was another group, a family
of five and two single men; the married Matti Tiiperi, as well as his two

Se
bachelor companions, died in the cholera plague at Red Wing. Still a third

l. Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vols e, ao=27,38

2+ Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. 2, 25, 132, 1363 interviews
with Hicholas Johnston (Nikolai Niemi), Ide J. Rovainen, et, al.

Se 1Ilmonen, Amerikean Suomalaisten Historia, Vol, 2, 25, 143, Interview with
Je E. Mattson (Tiiperi) of Cokato,
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party had just left Vadso“SVﬁsisari to the Finnsz in No::u¥s Elias Peltopera,
Esaias Kujala and Matti Maata,4.of whom Peltopera and Maata reappear in the
Cokato histories.

That same year, 1864, many Norwegien-Finnish mimers were brought to
Michigan from Altens and Kaafjord to work in the copper mines. These were the
first Finns in Michigan, What later happened to them is unrecorded, except
that a number are supposed to have joined the United States army during the
Civil war, drifting afier the war into Jowe, Nebraska and Missouri, where
their identity was 1os§: No doubt most of them wrote their histories in ex

strokes and plow furrows, records that do not carry nemes. The Michigen

copper country (Kuparissari or "Copper=Island" to the Finns) is importent in

the history of the Finns of Minnesotas For many of the immigrants it was
only e stopping place; after a few paydays, they moved on to the Minnesota
settlements to buy land with their wages from the mines.

Stes Peter in Nicollet County was the destination of the first party
of Finns to arrive in Minnesota. The village sprawled along the Minnesota
River, rough, unfinished, but busy, a typical frontier town. Its houses were
nearly all sleb or log, its streets alternately dust and mud. New settlers
came on every boat that pushed its nose into the St. Peter landing, eand on the
ox-carts that creaked scross country from the Mississippi River towns. St.
Peter was & gateway to the new lends. As he climbed from the valley toc the
bluffs, the settler found himself at the threshold of the prairie, with
grasslands stretching out to the rim of the sky, the beginning of the plains
that reaches westward for hundreds of miles.

Arriving in St. Peter, the Fimns stopped for e& time with Norwegian

friends who had preceded them, long enough to look arcund end get their bearings,

4, llmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. 2, <0
S5« Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. 2, 65«73, 26.
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That first summer the men hired out as farm hands, earning what money they
6.
could before taking their own claims.

The first Finnish birth in Miﬁnesota‘ocourred that same winter,

John Abraham, son of Antti and Maria Rovainen, was born February 24, 1865.
Hale and hearty at the age of 75, John Abraham Hovainen was recently inter-
viewed at his home in Minmeapolis. It is not surprising that his most vivid
recollections are of the privations of his fatherless boyhoog?. Of this we
shall say more later.

Because they had lived in Norway long enough to learn Norwegian,
the struggle of these earliest Fimms with the English language was much
easier than that of later immigrants who came directly from Finland. They
hed comparatively little difficulty making themselves understood in a region
where one or another of the Scandianvian tongues was spoken in farm after
farm out to the thin fringe of settlement on the west, Matti Niemi began
his Americanization by changing his name to Matt Johnston, and his eldest
gon did likewise. His son Nileolai became Hicholas, and Kelle became Charles,

While the other men were working on the farms, Pere Lahti and Matt
Johnston (Niemi) Jr, enlisted in the Union Army, Most of the patriots of
St. Peter were too busy with the job of opening a new country to have time to
fight in the Civil War, DBy the law of that time e drafted man could hire a
substitute for military duty, and thus vicariously give his last full ounce of
devotion. Loyal citizens of St. Peter even floated a bond issue to provide
for the hiring of substitutes. Matt Johnston Jr. and Pere Lahti enlisted in
the army in the fall of 1864: Johnston in Company A of the First Minnesota
Infantry, Lahti in the First Minnesota Heavy Artillery. HNeither saw actual

Ta
service; both were in training in Chattanooga, Tenneassee when peace came.

6s llmonen, Amerikan Suomaleisten lHistoria, Vol. 2, 133.
6a. Interview with J. A, Hoveinen, 254 Humboldt Ave. No., Minneapolis Nov. 20,
1839 = A, J. Sprang.
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Free land was already growing scarce in the middle sixties, unless
one went far to the west. Along the Minnesota Kiver most of the prairie
had been claimed, but the wooded river bottom lands were left and could still
be homesteaded during emnd af'ter 1864. From a Norwegian minister named Peterson
the newcomers learned that there was still land to be secured in Birch Cooley
and Cemp Townships, near For{ kidgleg: The Sioux, in 1862, had massacred many
of the settlers in this region and devastated their homes; many more had fled
and did not care to come back,

Peter Lahti =-he had angliecized the Pere to Peter « was one of the
first to go to the furtinkonitri, or fort country, as the Finns called the
region around Fort Ridgley. He filed his elaim in St. Peter, and late in
the summer of 1865 left for Fraenklin with his wife Joharma and their children.
He built a cabin and a cattle shelter on his land, and that same fall Matt
Johnston Sr. also came and steyed at Lahti's home before moving to his own
land in Cemp Townshig: Another Finn arrived that spymmer, Matti Bogema, who
brought his family; he had reached America from Norwey a ycar after the first
Pinns but settled at Franklin the same year as thigz The wvillege of Franklin

was not laid out for some time, but soon after it was established in the

northeast corner of Birch Cooley lownship it became the center of the Finnish

communitye.

We cannot trace with positive assurance the other two members of
that first party, Mikkoe Heikka wvery likely filed his claim also in the fall
of 1865 since he was one of the first settlers in the Franklin comunity.
0f that other mysterious and name-heavy person, Solomon Budas (Nulus, Pudas),

we know nothing. Dim rumor and hearssy speek of an Erick Nulus, a single

7+ Limonen, Ameriken Suomalsisten Historie, VOl. 2, 1083 Franklin Curtiss-
Wedge and others, History of Renville County, (Chicago, 1916) 335, 336.

8. Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. 2, 132,

9+ Interview with Nicholas Johnston, Franklin, 1938

10.,Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomaleaisten Historia, Vol. 2, 1403 Interview with
Isaac Bogema, Minneapolis, 1938,
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laboring men who is said to have died at Franklin in the early 1870's, but

there are no supporting records. Possibly this wes he, The first name is

. different, but in the absence of other claimants, may we not, perhaps, grant

him one more name as a parting gift? A man may die unpropertied yet full of
honor, if he leaves & good name to go down in the books. And truly Solomon-
Erick Nulus-Budas-Pudes left many,

With a Mimnesota winter drawing on, cabins had to be built, and
ahelters for the settlers' cows. Ida Juhamna, daughter of Antti Rovainen,
recalls some of the events of that first autumn 76 years ago; since she was
only two years old at the time, they must be very dim memories, probably
pieced out unconsciously with stories she has heard. Antti Hovainen worked
on his claim, meking & home while his family stayed at Fort Ridgley a dozen
or so miles away. Both woods and prairie supplied the material for his cabin,
for the Franklin settlement was on the fringe where river woods thinned out
into the grasslands of the plain. He built his cabin of logs, roofing it over
with prairie sod to form a crude shelter in whieh his family lived for many
years. For his single cow he made a shed by driving stakes in a double row,
about a foot apart around the space to be enclosed, and packing hay and refuse
between the two rows of stakes to form the walls of the shelter, Some of the
upright stekes were croteched and carried roof poles, on which rested a roof
of branches, hay end rushes. It was the sort of cattle shelter which the Finns
call a runsu navetii: Both cebin end cowshed were crude, but so was the wn-
settled lend. Refinements could come later.

The other settlers were also busy, building their cabins and cattle
sheds and chinking them against the wind and snow, laying in wild hay and

cutting cordwood to burn during the long winter. The bright, warm days of

i1l. Interview with Ida Juhanna Hovainen (lirs. Lrik lsakka), Minneapolis,
1938,
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Indien Summer gave way to the grey skies of November, then snow ceme, and
life settled down to the limits of cabin walls and the beaten paths to cow
stable and wood piles &Svenings were long; the open fire burned at one end
of the room, and under the door at the other the storm sifted a white spin=
drift of snow, The howl of the wolf was a common sound and in the morning
there were tracks of deer around the door.

Late that winter, on Febrpary 17, 1866, a baby boy was born to the

12.

wife of Matti Bogema, The child, named Isasc, was the first Finnish baby

born in Franklin, the second born in Mirnesota, This wes the first case

for Maria, the wife of Antti “ovainen and a midwife by profession, the

first Minnesotawborn having been her own son, John Abraham,

The Finnish settlement at Franklin was a fairly close-knit little
community. Matt Johnston Sr. homesteaded in Cemp Towmship, Section 5=112-33;
his son, Matt Johnston Jr.'s claim was in Section 20-112-33, Camp Township,
two miles away; Peter Lahti settled in Birch Cooley Township, Section
12—112—;i; and Matti Bogema had his claim on Section 1l=112«34 in Birch Cooley
wanahig: although he later sold that claim and moved farther away from tow;?.
Mikko Heikka had not teken his homestead yet; in fact he worked only as a
farmhand and trapper until 18;;: Nor has there been found the record of
Antti Rovainen's claim, But all the settlers lived within a mile or two of
each other. Even so, the women were ca8l down in spirit over the rudeness
of the lend, and the lack of churches and neighbors, matters which, as Ida

Juhana Rovainen puts it, "gave rise to much crying and complaint and man
» B ying >

tears among the women,"

12. Isaac Bogema

13+ Interview with John Abraham Hovainen, Minneapolis, 1938,
14, Mimnesota Historical Records Survey

15. Curtiss-Wedge, History of Renville County, P. 1291.

16. Isaac Bogema

17+ Curtiss~lifedge, History of Renville County, 339.
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When spring came, the work of breaking the land began in earnest.
Arms grew tired holding the heavy plow in the ground, and legs wearied of
plodding over the turned earth behind the oxen. The seed was broadcast by
hand, teken from a sack at the wrist and flung over the black earth with a
wide sweep of the arm. Acre after acre was thus sown to wheat, a grain
none of the Finns had known in the old country; here, it was the great cash
crop. For their own use they grew cats and another grain that was strange
to them, coig: The prairies furnished wild hay in abundance; it wes cut and
stacked by hand, and & firebreak plowed around the stack to proteet it against
prairie fires,

The first crop was harvested in the fall of 1866. It was reaped
with e scythe, and threshed by placing the stalks in a circle with the
heads pointing in, then leading oxen over it to trample the kernels loose
from the heads. The winnowing was done by hand in the wind, end the grain
needed for household use was ground in a little kitchen coffee grindii:

The district where the Finns had settled was not in itself an
in hospitable one. FPart woods, part prairie, it provided them with the wood
and lumber they needed, with plenty of open land, wanting only the plow to

make it ready for planting.

Along the bottomlands there were large thickets of wild red plumsg

gathering these was one of the rare recreations of the community. The woods

were full of wild grepes, the prairies covered with wild strawberry plants,

18, John Abraham Rovainen

19, Ida Juhanna Rovainen Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, Vol, II
134
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Little of this fruit was canned, because the oostlof sugar was high, but wine
and grape Jjuice were put up in large quantiig.

Meat, too, was already there, though the settlers seldom went hunting;
gunpowder and guns were too expensive for that. Wild ducks and prairie chiockens
were snared for food. And the muskrats that were trapped served a twofold end:
the pelts were sold and provided & much-needed source of revenue, while the meat
was used for food. Early settlers recall muskrat meat as a staple dish. One
winter the white swallows were so numercus they became & nuisence, Thousands of
them were caught in snares, and for weeks they were the principal food on immi-
grant tebles. The swellows were small birds, about a tubful being required to
make a meal for five or six persons, but nothing could be overlocked which
offered an opportunity to save monii:

Besides muskrats, the settlers trapped foxes, mink, weasels and otter
in large numbers. At times the country seemed over-run with skunii: Peter
Lehti hunted for years on the north side of Bird Island Lake some fifteen miles
to the north, end gékko Heikke made his living during the winters for a number

of years by trapping. It was an important source of revenue in a country

where ready money was so seldom seen.

As the land became settled and cultivated the native fruit and

berries and wild animals grew scarcer, but by the time they became scarce
the urgent need for them had passed.

Farming was primitive, in the beginning and remained so for years,
The first breeking plow was pulled by oxen, and for a long time there was no

other fraft animal, The ox was used both in the field work and as a means of
25.
travel. Horses were hardly seen the first fifteen years or more.

20, John Abraliam Rovainen

21, P = "

22. i " (5

25+ Curtiss~VWedge, History of Henville County, 335, 339,
20+ John A, Rovainen




CHAPTER TWO MINNESOTA THRESHOLDS PAGE THIRTY=TWO

More Finns came to Minnesota in 1866, nearly ell of them landing at
Red Wing before either striking out across country by oxecart or taking a
steamboat up the river to the frontier. Red Wing was a tragic stopping
place; cholera raged there during those early summers and many of the Finns
died, Among those who pushed on to the Franklin settlement in the summer of
1866 were Antti Anderson (Koivuniemi), the ill-fated Gus Friska (Kustea Sulkki),
0111 Niemi, possibly a Peter Klemetti, and a few otheii: By now there were also
Finnish settlements at Cokato iﬁ fright County and at Holmes City in Douglas
County, and Finns were going from Red Wing to all three localities. Most of
them still came from Norway, crossing northern Norway on skis, by dog team,
on foot, or in any other way that was handy, to take ship from a Norwegian
poi:: But as stories of the new country spread to friends and relatives,
more and more from Finalnd itself end from the Finnish areas on the Swedish
side of the Tornio River.

In 1867 Antti Hovainen died, leaving his wife with a half-finished
homestead and two children., Maria went ahead with the breaking of the land.
A resourceful woman of indomitable will, she soon had two yoke of oxen on her
lands She continued to work the claim until she gained legal title to it.ze‘

Maria Eovainen had learned to read in Norway, and became known smong
the settlers for her interest in books. She not only taught her own children
to read, but was entrusted with the teaching of the other Finnish children.
Yor texts she used religious books, th: only available works in the Finnish
language. Starting with the Bible and the Katekismus, she rounded out the
youngsters' education with a thorough course in Martin Luther's works. All
this she did in addition to managing her farm and carrying on her profession

29,
of midwife,

26. 1lmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Nistoris, Vol. II, 132, 136, 138
27, " o - bocaate W TE N

28.

29 Join A. Hovainen, Ida J. Rovainen,
-

Ida J. Rovainen
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After a few years of widowhood, Merie married again, Her second hus=

band was Gus Friska (Kustasa Sukki ), whose first wife, Briita, and five children
30,
had died of the Cholera in Red Wiings Three of his surviving children had been

adopted by other families, a girl had continued in school, and one boy, who was
deaf and dumb, came to live with his father and stepmother, but ran away after
& time and was never heard of again. Friska, when he appeared in Franklin,
arrived in unusual style. He drove a horse, and almost wnheard of luxury among
the Finnish settlers, and rode in a wagon whose wheels were blocks cut from a
log, perhaps two feet high'and a full foot thick,

But Gus Friska's sands were running low, and he was to lose his own
life as tragically as he had lost his first wife and children. In May 1872,
his wife's claim having been sold, he lef't with his stepson, John Abraham
Rovainen, for Dakota Territory, where he was Joined, in Ssptember of the same
year, by his wife and the other children. During the winter Friska returned
to Franklin to collect some money still due from the sale of the homstead.

On the return trip te Dakote he was lost in a blizzard and no trace of him
was ever fOuii:

Once agein Mother Rovainen-Friska, born Marie Matleena Helppi, was
left a widow, but now with two more children, one born after her husbend's
death, In 1874 she returmed with the femily to fraxn:lin, where shortly after=
ward she married Andrew Anderson (Antti Koivuniemi), and by him had two more
children, one of whom died. Anderson's death in 1512 left her thrice-widowed;

32,
two years later she herself died.

30, John end Ida Rovainen; llmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, 149
3l. John A, Rovainen, Ida J. Rovainen,
52, Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, 135; John and Ida Rovainen.
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If this fulle=lived record were not enough to stamp her an unusual
woman, laria Roveinen was also reputed to have mystic powers. Impending
death, it is sald, made itself known to her through signs and dreams, and
she could "fence in" a grazing cow merely by walking a cirele around it in
the morning when she put it out; in the evening it would still be browsing
within the charmed enclonuii:

The early Fimns were in earnestabout their lore of wizardy and
witcheraft. There were others of the Franklin community who claimed to have
supernatural powers. WNils Alerick Olson (Folkki), who came to Franklin in
1870 after four years in Cokato, could, so say some who knew him, keep prairie
fires from touching a haystack by walking a circle around it. When the fire
reached his tracks it died out: One John Wittikko was supposed to have even
more intimate command of occult forces. He cured animals with charms he had
learned from long study of the Bible., When a neighbor would come to ask
Wittikko to do a piece of work, he would find John with his tools all packed,
ready to go. #And he, like Maria Hovainen could foretell death. One day
Wittikko arrived at the home of Nicholas Johnston covered with perspiration,
caused, so he said, by having had to fight his way through thousands of little
people who were thronging across the road. 7These little folk, he explained
were going to the cemetery, and their migration foretold the death of a child,
Not long afterward a child in the neighborhcod did die. These and other stories
are told of Wittikﬁi: The old gods of the Kalevala did not wholly die with the

goming of Christianity, nor with the Finns' migration across an alien sea.

The memory of the first Fimnish child, John Abraham Rovainen, who was

born in St. Peter in 1865, bridges the gap between pioneer days and the present.

Naturally, he remembers nothing of the very first years, but his recollections

33. Ide J. Hovainen,
34. Ida J. Rovainen.
35« Curtiss-Wedge, History of Renville County,
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do go back to a time when the region was still new and most of the land was
uncleared brush or umbroken prairie.

Rovainen was ten years old at the time the first Fimnish minister

came to Franklin in 1876. Cokate by then had outstripped Franklin as a

Finnish center, and had a substantial Finnish Lutheran congregation. Jacob
Wuollet (Vuollet) of Cokato conducted the first service, assisted by Isak
Barberg and Johan P, Marttala, The latter afterwards became minister at
Franklin, moving there te ferm in 1875; he worked the land during the week,
and preached on “unday, The communicants at that first service were latt
Johnston Sr., Matt Johnston Jr. and his wife, Mikko Hekka, Mrs. Marjaleena
Anderson, lNrs. John Wuoppola, Mr, emd Mrs. Ole Johnson, end the Lahti end
Bogema familigz:
The visits of the minister during these first years were few and far
between. On each trip he was "put up" by some member of the community, and
a collection was taken to pay him. With a congregetion as small and poor as
this one was, such collections must have been pitifully meager. The minister's
chief dependence for support and livelihood wes upon his congregation at Cokniz:
But in the 1860's, even before the coming of the first minister,
revival meetings were being held in family homes. The first record of commun=
icants shows that 18 women and 22 men went to communion in 18?2: Later,
visiting ministers came to town to hold revival series which lasted a week,
and sometimes even 10ng2$:

The first settlers were all, or almost all, members of the Apostoliec

Lutheran church, followers of the doetrine of Laestadius, This was the dominant

36s Curtiss-Wedge, History of Renmville County, 580e

37+ John A, Rovainen.

38+ Mimmesota Historieal Records Survey, Renville County.
39 Ilmonen, Amerikan Luomalsisten Historia, 13§
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religious creed in the northern provinces of Finland, as well as among the
Finng in Norway and Sweden, One of the early settlers was Angeliga Charlotta
Jokela, nee Laestadius, daughtef of the founder of the Laestadian doctrine,
who with her husband came to Franklin about 1880, She was a strict follower
of her father's precepts, and corrected the other settlers when they misinter-
preted thzg:

The ministers, following the prectice of the Apostolic church, were
laymen., They farmed during the week, and changed from overalls to frock coat

on Sunday. Following Marttala, John Oiklsaﬁkaon came to Franklin in 1878,

k.
af'ter having lived five years in Cokato. Isaac W, Rovainen -~ like Isaieson,

he was born in Sweden - came to this country in 1886, and after mining two
years in Michigan and five years in the Black Hills, he moved to Franklin.
From 1902 until his death in 1915 Rovainen acted as elder and reader in the
Apostolie churgi: The church building had been erected three or four years
after the coming of the first minister, It was a crude structure; all the
members of the community had assisted in its buildi:::

Time and opportunity for recreation were rare in Franklin, and the
settlers depended on the church for relexation as well as salvation. Revival
meetings were a release for their emotions, a welcome change from endless
work. But these Finnish settlers were strict in their tenets, and merry-
making was a sin,

John Abraham Rovainen was eighteen years old before there was eny

large community gathering. That was in 1883, on July 4, From his account,

it was a typieal Fourth of July celebration with speeches and patriotiec

40, llmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historias, 138.

4l. TIlmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historie, 135, 137, 1403 Curtiss-Wedre,
History of Renville County, 580, 543.

42. John A, Kovainen,
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exercises and a picnic dinner afterwerds, followed by en afternoon of visiting
43, :
and comparing crops and ideas. The Finns by then were becoming Americanized.

After such a day, we can imagine them yoking the oxen or harnessing the horses
sgain, and rattling back over the prairie, to milk the cows and feed the chickens
and get to bed early. The hay on the west forty is dry, and a lost day must be
made up. Blow out the lamp, end go outside to ‘take another look at the farm.
Somewhere across the field a dog is barking after a rabbit. The frogs are
oroaking in the sloughe Tomorrow there will be work again. « « «

The fortunes of the pioneers fluctuated with business eycles, and
with the caprices of nature. In 1874 a plague of locusts descended on Renville
County and the southwestern part of the state. The voracious insects remained
until 1877, doing enormous demege each season. Crops were scanlty, when there
were any at ally lend and possessions were mortgaged, ;nd savings for the pur=
chase of land, stock and machinery were used upe

The locusts came during that period like & dark blizgzard filling the
air. When they fed they covered the ground two or three inches deep and the
chewing of countless jaws grew into an ineredible din, They left little or
nothing, even pitchfork handles of hard hickory often being chewed into a
roughness that left them useless. The plague was so serious that the state
took a hand, Bounties were placed on locusts, and a dozen different devices
used to kill them. Finally, after covering the corner of the state again in
1877, they rose into the air for some mysterious reason, and roared out of

44,
Mimmesota, leaving no eggs and vanished as suddenly as they had appeared.

43, John A, Roveinen.
44, Williem W. Folwell, A History of Minnesota (Ste Paul, 1926) Vol., III
Chap. 1V, 98ff. (map opposite p. 108)
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John Abrehpm Rovainen was fifteen years old before his second step=
father, in 1880, bought a horse. It was one of the earliest in the commumity,
although his first stepfather, Gus Friska, had come to Franklin with a horse a
dozen years or so before., At the same time the family had some sixty head of
sheep and a herd of twenty-five cattle, besides a few chickens, In addition to
their grain and livestock, they also rsised potatoes and vegetables such as
rutebagas, turnips and pumpkins. Eggs could be traded at the town stores for
ten cents a dozen, snd a pound of butter exchanged for ten to fifteen cents

45,
worth of merchandise.

Horses speeded life up a little, Before that, a trip to town had

been e tedious thing. One fall after harvest, John Abrahem Rovainen recalls,
he drove thirty miles to New Ulm by ox-cart with a load of twelve sacks of
wheat and a dozen ten-pound bags of wool. He left Franklin at three in the
morning; it took until nine at night to make the trip. He transacted his
business in New Ulm by lamplight, selling the wheat at 25 cents a sack and
the wool for 26 cents a pound. Then, after making his purchases, hg went to
bed for a few hours, starting back the next morning at three o'clo:g:

All these are stories of & pioneer day which has passed, The log=

and-sod cebins have become modern farm houses, the runsu navetta of poles

end straw has given way to the large dairy barn, the ox has disappeared and
the horse in its turn has given over the road to automobile and truek and is
being pushed off the fields by the tractor. The Franklin community has today
become so thoroughly Americean thet it is seldom thought of as a Firmish region.
One of the two survivors of that first group to come over in 1864, Nicholas

Jehnston, son of Matt Johnston Sr., still lives on the orginal homestead.

45. John Abreahem Roveinen.
46. Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, 133.
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The other, Ida Juhamma Rovainen, lives in Minneapolis.

All the rest of those first comers, and most of those who followed

them, have long since gone. About them there is this to record: Finns came

to settle the land; Americans are buried in it.
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Cholera On The Hississippi

The Mississippi River was the great chamel of commerce and immigra-

tion into the new territory. Railroads were few and roads little more than

trails, For this neason, most of the first immigrants to Minnesota came to the
sound of chwrning paddle-wheels and the mellow echo of steamer whistles from the
river bluffs. Hed Wing, spreading over the river flats, was the first stopping
place of many of these river-borne newcomers, If they did not find work and
settle there permanently, they at least tarried a while before going on to other
parts of the state. There was still land near Red Wing which could be homesteaded.
Germans and Scandinavians stopped there, and when the northern Norwegians came,
the Finns who were their neighbors ceme with them.

Red Wing was a bustling river town, attractive to homeseekers - except
for one thinge. It suffered periodic scourges of cholera, sudden, deadly and
ever-present during the sumer months. The disease seemed to follow the river,
moving up from the south each spring to bring the infeetion which lined the
steamboat lane with communities of delirious men and women: INew Orleans,
Vicksburg, St. Louis, Quiney, Burlington, Winona, Red w1i2:

First mention of cholera in Red Wing occurs in the records of 1858,
and the disemse did not finally disappear until 15 years later. After reaching
its height in 1866, it was finally wiped out in 1868, largely through the ener=-
getic efforts of the town to stop its spread. An isolation ward was built on
an island near the town, and all stricken persons on steamboats were landed
there. The cholera ward, it is said was nearly always filled with patients;

49,
the dead were carried away esnd buried at night.

48, Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalsisten Historia, 143.
49, Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten llistoria, 144.
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The second small party of Finns to come to Minnesota, Matti Tilperi
with his wife and three children, snd two single men, stopped at Red Wing,
The three men and Tiiperi's l6-year-old son went to work in the woods, but
the cholera reached them even there, and they were brought back to town and
placed on the isolation islend. Tiiperi, his son and one of the other two
men died theres The third man escaped from the island one night, and nothing
more was ever heard of hgi: It may be thet he wandered through the woods wntil
he came o some homestead or settlement end there took on a n identity; the
greater probability, though, is that he either drowned in the river or, reaching
the bank, wandered off into the woods to die. Anothdr Finn, who slso escaped
from the island, had better fortumes Antti Anderson (Eeuvosasri), who omme in
1866, fled from the island ward and hid on a St., Paul-bound river boat. About
a week later his fnther found him in a hospital in that city, recovered and
ready for dischnrgi:

Mrs. Tiiperi, st her husband's death, was left alone with two children,
completely destitute in a foreign lends To meke her plight still worse, -anoc ther

child was born to her three months after her husband's death, BHut citigens of

the town came to her aid, Hor three-year-old boy, John, was taken into &

Swedish orphanage, end ¥rs. Tiiperi worked et dey labor while her twolve~year=
52
old daughter took care of the newborn bsbye.

By this time more Fimns had arrived in Red Wing, One of them, Matti
aa o
Maata, eventually married the widow of Matti Tiiperi and moved with her to the
oL
Cokato settlement,

S0e Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomsle.sten istoris, 143.

Sle Ilmonen, Amerikan LUONELALGLON LiGLOris, 179.

62+ Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten IAstoris, 143; Interview with
Je Es Mattson (John Tiiperi of Jiherg) of Cokatoe

54. Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, 143; J, E, Mattson
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In 1866, when the plague reached its peak, many Finnish immigrants
died = miserable, lonely deaths among strangers, in the strange new country

to which they had sailed with so much optimism. No one knows how many died,

for a number of them had taken Swedish names, but it is estimated that at

least twenty-five lost their lives during the plague, These names alone

have come to us: Matti Tiiperi, and his l5-year-old sony Kaisa Eskoj Briite,
wife of Kustaa Sukki (Gus Friska) and five of her childreny two brothers,
Aapo and Isek Lambergy Pekka Humalisto and his wife; one unnamed femily of
three Finnish peoplegy !Wikke Keauriranta; Sofia, daughter of Erkki Hambag

and a Finnish man by the name of Matii:

It was Gus Friska, the hushend of Briita, who subsegquently moved to
Franklin and married the widow of Antti Rovainen, later losing his life in a
bli;zaig; it was a surviving daughter of his, Albertina, who became the wife
of Matt Johnston 31: Of the death of “the "man named Matti," it is a curious
fact that his sole reason for being remembered is that in dying he gave the
cholera to another Finn, Johan Piippo, who was to be one of the first settlers
in the Holmss City communitys.

Work remained plentiful and easy for the immigrants to get, but the
rows of cholera pgraves on the hillside threw a deep dreed over the Finng who
stopped in Red Wing. OGradually all of them moved out, heading across the
haelf-wild forests and prairies for Framnklin, Coketo and Holmes City, and
Red Wing lost its Finnish pgpulation., When the town was finally able to

stamp out cholera in 1868, only a hundful of Finns remained. In the years

5y - -LIN0HRET- SNaTLAD- SU0HEL B -SEET S-S ey ~redg — iy Jie- Jattson.

86¢ Ilmonen, Amerikan sSuomalaisten liistoria, 14563 John and Ide Rovainen,
56, Pages 11 and 12, this Mss.

67« Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomaleisten Historia, 137
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immediately following 1866 some halted there briefly, but none stayed. In

1914, when Solomon Ilmonen, working on his Finnish history, came to Red Wing,
he could find only one person of Fimnnish netionality in the town, Mrs. Maria
Johnson, maiden nemed Maria Katerina Esko, who had married a Swede and had so
completely forgotten her native tongue that an interview was possible only in
Engligi:

So ended one of the most tragiec chapters of the Finnish settlement
of Minmesota. Those unmarked mounds along the Mississippl cover many a

buried hope.

58, Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, 145.




MINNESOTA THRESHOLDS PAGE FORTY-FOUR

In The Big Woods - Cokato

West of the Twin Cities there was originally a great belt of
hardwood forest, extending from the bend of the Minnesota River near
Mankato on the south to a line on the north giore than a hundred miles
beyond. Minneapolis. In places it was 40 miles and more wide. The
Indians called this forest the "Big Woods," and the name was early adopted
by the white settlers. It was a region of sugar maples, basswood, red
and green ash, butternut and burr oek, white elm and some slippery elm,
and a dense undergrowth of shrubs and flowefg: Today most of this beautie
ful woods is gone, but in 1865 it covered those parts of Wright and Meeker
Counties where today is the large Cokato Fimmish settlement.

The Finns were not the pioneers of Coketo. Cokato Towmship,
was orginally settled in 1&22: and by the time the Finnish venguard arrived
in 1865 there were a number of white residents, many of them Scandinavians
and Irish.

Elias Peltoperdl, with Esaias Kujale and Matti MEHtH, landed at
Red Wing in 1864 and, refusing attempts to enlist them in the Union Army,

went to work in the woods cutting cordwood for the river boats. The next

" spring three friends of Paltoperg, Hatias K:rjenaho, Olof Westerberg and

Johan Viinikke arrived in Red Wing. Soon after, Peltopera, with his three
6l.
comrades, started out to find homesteads. They stopped first in Minneapolis,

59, Federal Writers' Project, Minnesota, A State Guide, (New York, 1938) 17.

60. Werren Upham, Minnesota Ueographic Nemes, Collections of the Minnesota
Historical Society (St. Paul, 1920), 587.

6ls Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, 25, 27.
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where they heard about free lands a short distance to the west. The story

goes that a Finnish girl, working for e Minneapolis femily, overheard that

there was good government land still open about 50 miles beyond the city.

She carried the story to the Finnish family where Peltopera end his friends
624
were visitinge ©So the four men headed for these lands in the Big Woods
634
around Midsummer Day (June 24), 18685.

For the first few miles they had‘a road to follow, but it soon gave
way to trails leading through thick woods. Steadily the cabins of homesteaders
thinned out, until the travelers seemed quite alone in the wilderness. Near
the end of’EEg_é&z they reached the shore of a large lake, probably Howard Lake.
It had been a long trip - would have been, even over good roads = of some 40
miles, and Viinikka, 57 years old, was unable to go any farther. liis feet
were bleeding end, while he and Peltopera build a fire and canped, K:rjennho
and Westerberg went on in what daylight was le?i. It was during the season of
the longest days, and the sun set tardily.

Kér jenaho and Westerberg found a clearing a little farther on, the
homestead of a Swede, and stopped there for the night. Viinikka and Peltoperg
caught up with them early the next morning, None of the Swedes had time to act
as guide, but they told the Finns of a lake a halfeday's journey to the north-
westward, with tracts still open for homesteading on its northern end western
shorzg: They were directed to a man named Rusted living on the north shore of

664
the lake, who would help them find the free lands.

62, Interview with August Iryke (Iryyki), Cokato, 1940,
63+ Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, 147,

64. Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, 147.

65. Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomaelaisten Historia, 147.

66, Interview with Thorwal Rustad, Cokato, 1940
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The Fimnish party arrived at this lake, Cokato Lake, to find Rustad
gathering wild honey. Ie was too busy to go with them, but gave them direations
for finding available land. The four men located their claims on Section 10 of

Cokato Township, at that time called Mocers Frairie Township. FEaech took 80

meres: Karjensho the Wy of SWi; Peltopers, Bj of SWi; Westerberg, W) of SEj;
Yo

end Viinikks, 8} of HEj. That first summer they did not stop to olear the

land; pioneering, even where building material and much of the food is furnished
by nature, requires money and they hed almost none. AfVer filing their claims
at the Carver land office southwest of Minneapolis, they went to Hinneapolis to
work, Both Viinikka and Westerberg wrote enthusisstic letters to their friends |
in the old country, letters of the sort which in those days were sure to attract
mnore settlesg:

The rollaﬁing spring, 1866, the four men returned to their homesteads,
where each built his log house and started chopping eway the hardwood trees to
make a farme. The two married men, Westerberg snd Viinikka, brought their
families to live on the homesteads. It was an ironical circumstance that the
first flield cleared and planted by a Fimn in the Cokato region, a small plot
where ?eltoper: had chopped down the trees and planted potatoes, proved later
to be on ancther's land. In the unmarked woods he had crossed the southern
limits of his claim, and cleared a small plot of land just across the line from
his oii:

Both Peltoper: and Kgrjanaho, who chenged his name to Abrahamson,
later sold their homestead rights and moved one. Abrshamson (Kgrjenlho)

took up new land in Dassel Township in Meeker County, a few miles to the

€7. Vernon G, Darberg, Finnish Jettlement In Wright County las., Cokato.

68+, A condensed version has been published in limonen, Amerikan
Suomalaisten listoria, 148; Darberg, Finnish Settlement,

69. ¥, Barberg, rinnish Settlement; Interview with lsasc A, Darberg,
Cokato.
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"
west, where his descendsnts still live, Peltopera left the region entirely
70.
for one of the western states. It was Abrahemson's boast for years that he

hed been the first Finn to enter the Cokato region, since he had walked a
7le
little in front of the others when they arrived.

Vore Finns arrived in 1866 and took land three miles west of Cokato

Leke: Isak Barberg (Barba or Parpa), snd Isak Branstrim, both of whom were
married, Nels Selvéld end his fiancee, end Adem Ongamo, who was singzz: The
four men took land on Section 18 in Cokato Township: Branstrom, W} of SWij
Barberg, Ei of SWi; Sevalad, W, of SEi; and Ongemo, E} of SEj. Like the first
four, they stopped only long enough to stake their claims, then went elsewhere
to worke.

The next spring Branstrom end his wife returned to Finland, while
Selvalg, who had married during the winter, together with Ongamo and Barberg
and his wife end child, returned to their homesteads. On Ongamo's lend they
built a cabin, where they all stayed until the next aprizz: One other Finn,
Antti Sepponen (Anderson), with his wife and a new-born baby, is supposed to
have stayed during the spring in the community cabin, which the settlers
called Union House, It must heve been very crowded, since the cabin was only
12 feet by 14, and 10 feet high at the eavzg:

A daughter was born to Nrs. Selvala on September 2, 1867, while they
were still living in the community house. The child, christened Ida Karoliina

76«
Selvala, was the first FPinnish child born in the Cokato settlement.

70. 1saac A. barberg.

7le Ludvig Bajari.

72. 1lmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. 2, 148; V. Barberg,
Finmnish Settlement; et. al.

73, Berberg, Finnish Setilement. :

74, Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, 149; Barberg, Finnish Settlement;
Isaac A, Barberg; et. al.

76. Isasc A. Berberg.
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During that first year these men worked mightily, clearing land
and building their own cabins, In the spring of 1868 Selvall and his wife
and child moved to their cebin, while Barberg and his fanily went to a
three-room cabin which had been built on his land during the winter. This
latter dwelling, now changed somewhat, and finished with boards inside and
out, is still being used by the son and grandchildren of Isak Larbe:g:

At first the lmmigrant stream was slow. During the two following

years, 1868«1869, only a few Finns came to Cokato: Hatti Piipo and Mattl

¥BAta = who had married the widow of Matti Tiiperi = arrived from Red Wing,

Johan Marttala, Anttl Sepponen and Kerl Pyrrd rrom Hichigan copper region,
and possibly one other man. By the end of 1869 twelve families and two
single men had settled in Coﬁmﬁ:

It was in 1869 that the first railroad, the St. Paul and Pecifie,
one of the forerumers of the CGreat Horthern, was built three or four miles
south of the Finnish settlements, and the village of Cokato was foundzz:
Settlement boomed, as always when a railroad reaches good farming country.
The next year & strong movement of Finns, meinly from the Copper country
of Michigan, set in: Most of these bad worked as miners, buf only as a
temporary means of livelihood, Their ultimate aim had ever been to obtain

& piece of land of their own, and when the opportunity ceme, they grasped it,

76, Hecords of the Fimnish Apostolic Lutheran Church of Uokato, in the
possession of lsaasc A. Barberge

77¢ Ve Parberg, Fimnish Settlement,

78, Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Listoria, 149.

79+ Upham, Minnesota lames, 587,

80¢ Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomslaisten Iistorias, 149.
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Between 1870 and 1875 some 50 Fimmnish femilies came to Cokato.
The next year a peak was rcached, when at least twenty=five families moved
in and settled on the land. By the end of the decade, Cokato was the leade

81.
in Finnish settlement in the country.

Hany of these new arrivals did not take land of their own at once.

7 tonp pond
There was a curioug system, probably a survival of the tempemid system of

Finland, by which newcomers rented patches of land from the older settlers,
and lived there until they could meanage to buy farms of their own. During
the 1870%'s there were, at one time, as many as twenty-three homes in a
single square mile which included most of Section 18, The owners of the

land leased out small plots of 2 to 3 acres, and the tenants farmed on thegi:

As the Cokato settlement overflowed Cokato Township, Finnish set-
tlers began claiming lend around French Lake to the north and at Kingston in
lieeker County, where homestead areas still remained open, Even where gov-
ernment land was all taken, the railroads and lumber companies were offering
traces at ten dollars an acre, sometimes even as low as five, with ten years
usually given in which to pii:

The region of Finnish settlement known as the Cokato Community is
much larger than either the present town of Cokato or Cokato Township. It
includes a strip about thirty miles wide by fifty miles long, taking in
parts of both Wright and leeker Counties. Besides land adjoining the village
of Cokato, it also includes the country around French Lake, Kingston, Dassel,

84,
Knapp, Albion, Annandale and Howard Lake.

8l, llmonen, Ameriken Suomealaisten Historia, Vol. II, 150.

82, 1saac A, Berberge.

83« Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. II, 151,

84, Ilmonen, Amerilkan Suomaleisten Historia, Vol. II, 1463 V. Barberg,
Finnish Settlement.
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In 1879 Isak Barberg, who was something of a historian end statis-
tician, took a census of Finns in the Cokato Community. The origienl copy
of the census is an interesting document, written in ink on large sheets of
writing paper. The name of each settler is set down, and opposite the names
in neatly ruled columns are specified the number of acres of cultivated and
uncultivated land, the number of cattle, oxen and horses, end similar informa-
tion. The portion dealing with French Lake is in a different hand-writingy

apparently Barberg hed someone more familiar with this part of the settlement

do the worklfor him theres The entire document is in Finnish,

Barberg found that there were 450 persons in the community. He listed
the names of 80 settlers, who with their families represented 400 persons ese
tablished on the land; the other 50 had no lands of their own. The settlers
owned 1500 acres of cultivated land, 4000 acres of woods and uncleared land,
56 horses, 126 oxen and 231 cows. The total value of all property was reck-
oned at $150,000.

Appended to the census is a page of short items:

"The first residents were Olof Westerberg and Johan Viinikke,
and after them Isak Barberg, Nels Selvall, Adam Ongemo, /Peltopere
and Karjenaho who also came with Westerberg and Viinikka, later sold
their claims and moved, so they were not counted as residents by Barborsl7

"The first Finnish people took land in 1866,

"The land is mostly woodland that could be cleared with hard
work, and there ere also some fishwaters but these are not se abundant.

“The people living in our midst are mostly Swedish.

"There is very little unclaimed land left in Cokato.

"The distence to the nearest railroad and town from the nearest
residence is two English miles, and from the farthest residence is seven

Bngl ish miles .

"There is one Fimnnish church and several Swedish churches. There
are several English schools, one for every square mile,.
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"We have several reapers among the Fimnish people, and three
steam threshing mechines which cost about §1600, and some over $2000.

"Oats, corn snd potatoes, and also many other crops have not
been taken into account in this report; of these crops some have more
and some less under cultivation. Some have grown hundreds of bushels."”

The following, like the part of the census dealing with French Lake,
is not in Barberg's handwriting:

"In Fremch Lake Township there is still unclaimed land, which
is partly reilroad land being sold at $5 an acre cash and $7 on termsg
school lands are available at $7 an acre snd on 20=-year termse. The land
is timberw-covered but is good crop land, where live new Pinnish settlers.
And in the vicinity live American-French and Irish. These Finnish set-
tlers live a distence of 8 English miles from Cokate railroad station.

And here also are to be found fishwaters, namely French Lake and Crow
River-" 85.

This, the Domesday Book of the Cokato Finms, was the first census
of Finns to be taken eanywhere in the United States, It is a picture in words
and figures of a pioneer community where families were large, horses and cate
tle scarce, and the land still largely unopened.

But these are the bare statistics of settlément. The details are
more real and human. Almost every acre which was planted had to be first
laboriously clearedAwith the grub-axe, and each building which went up was
hewn from the woods. Logs were used, with occasional rough boards. The sod
hut of the prmiries, even the sod roof of the Franklin community, were about
here, for the earth of the Big Woods lacked the maze of grass roots to tie it
together into a tough sod,

In order that they might have money to live on, it was necessary for
the men to work at something besides elearing the lend. Hany cut cordwood in
the winter, and hauled it to the railroad to exchange for flour and other

staples.s It was not very remunerative labor « cordwood brought only a dollar

80« The original census document is in the possession of Isaac A, Barberg,
son of Isek Berberg who took the census. The translations of items from the
census were made freely by Vernon G, Barberg, grnadson of the enumerator.
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a cords In the spring, when crops were planted, the men hired out as laborers

in the brickyards of Minneepolis, on the railroad, or even in the copper mines

of far away Michigen., Wives end children remained at home, doing the work of

the farm and often harvesting the grain in the fall, until cold and snow closed
86.
the brickyards and ended railroad construction for the year. Isak Barberg, who

was & tailor by trade, worked in a tailor shop in Mimneapolis during the winter,
and during harvest went to the western prairies beyond the Big Woods near Green=-
leaf in H;eker Countyes In the fall, when the work was done, each of the Finnish
men would buy & sack of flour and carry it on hls shoulder all the way back to
the settl mrgl:

The sctual task of clearing the land was extremely disheartening.
The trees, most of them oak, elm or other hard wood, had first to be eut
down, and fhen the stumps had to be gruvbed out with axe and grub-hoe.
Frequently an entire day was spent on a single stu:g: At first there were no
draft animals and shovels and grub-hoes were employed to turn the ground for
plantigz: Later oxen and cows were used. One of the first Finnish settlers
in French Lake Township tells of pulling a cultivator to break the ground

90,
while his wife held the handles and guided the implement.

86, Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomelaisten Historia, Vol. 2, P. 152,
87+  Isaac A, Barberg

88s Interview with Mrs, Mathias Mgttala, Cokato, 1539,

89. Thorwal Rustad.

90, Ludvig Bajari.




CEAPTER TWO MINNESOTA THRESHOLDS PAGE FIFTY-THREE

Living conditions were rude, cabins far from roomy. It was not

unusual for more than one femily to live together, as in the commwnal house
on Adam Ongamo's lands Often two or three families lived in a single room
until a eabin could be provided for each. The story is told of two young
couples who not only shared the single room of a small log cebin, but also
slept together on the same bed, four of them lying crosswise with a big
wooden chest under their feet. One night one of the women goet up and went
to the home of a neighbor woman, end there gave birth to a baby, Then, #fter
the infant had been bathed and wrapped in a blanket, she returned home,
swakened her husband, and proudly showed him the child. She had not wanted
to wake the men, she explained; they had worked hard all day and needed their
3192;: Another old settler relates how, on her arrival, she and her husband
had stayed with another couple until they could build their own log ecabin, a
two-room structure, 14 by 20 feet. During the breaking of the land they some=
times had as many as 16 men s taying thero; The men, she says, were not
“particular” in those days; they soattered a little more hay or straw on the
floor and slept on thii.

To obtaining needed supplies from town was elways a serious problem,
There were no proper roads through the woods, and almost no animals. The
bringing home of flour seems to have concerned them especially, since most
of the pionecers recall in their reminiscences that a man thought nothing of
carrying & hundred-pound sack of flour on his shoulder from Minneapolis, 50

miles away, or from Greenleaf to the west where some of the men worked iwu the

harvest, Eventually the Finng heard of a mill much nearer, at East Kingston.

91, Interview with lirs, Marie Nikka, Cokato, 1940,
92, Interview with Mrs. Mathias Mattala, Cokato, 1939,
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Selvala end Barberg, tired of carrying single sacks of flour so far, made a
raft at East Kingston on one of their trips there, bought a number of sacks,
and floated down Eagle Creek to the Crow River, then down the Crow to a point
in Fremch Lake Township from which there was only a short overland haul.ga.
Sometimes the experiences of the settlers were startling, One of the
first settlers, John Martiala, who filed a homestead in Seection 10 in 1867 or
1868, built his little loz house over a flat rock in the ground in order that
it might be used for a fireplace. Awakened one night by a strange sound on
the floor, Marttala 1it a matoch - to find the floor full of crawling, angry
rattlesnakes. The reptiles had been hibernating under the rock, and had been
awakened and forced out by the heat of the fire. Marttala and his wife spent

a very uneasy night, protected, temporarily at least, by their covers of deer-

skin, which kept the snakes from crawling across the bunk, Since there was

only one door, and that beyond the hissing carpet of reptiles, the couple

were trapped until daylight, when e passing hunter discovered their predic-
94.
ament. lHe sawed an opening in the side of the wall through whieh they escaped.

Isak Barberg's son died in 1868, the first death in the Cokato com=
munity. Afterwards, death was no stranger, and there were several tragedies
in the community. DBarberg lost his five-year-old daughter, Hilda, in a fire
which destroyed his cowshed and all but one of his cattle in 1877; three years
later two more members of his family perished in a smallepox epidemic that
took the lives of several others among the Finns. The young wife of Nels Selv;l:
died in 1873, leaving him with three small childremn; a young boy was dragged to

95.
death by oxen. The pioneer community had more than its share of heart-break.

93. Iseac A, Barberg.
84, Interview with Erick Kerjalahti, Cokato, 1940.
96+ Isaac A, Barben,
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In September of 1871 the region was swept by a timber fire, a
rare ogcurrence in hardwood forests. After one day of destruction the
haystacks and grain of many of the settlers = and "even the dwullinga of
two Swedes," as an earlier historian puts it - were destroyed. The fire
appeared to die down toward nightfall, but the next morning, with a fresh-
ening wind, it started anew. At the home of one settler frantic efforts w
with shovels, grubehoes and water buckets were necessary to save the cabin
in which were a woman and her new=born baby. The conflagration was finally
put under control and the village saved, but it meant snother winter of
hardship for all and many of the settlers had to start anew from nothing
the next spriﬁg:

The grasshopper plagues, which struck the Franklin community
for several successive years, reached as far as Wright County only in
1833: Then it caused such complete devastation that the settlers lost
not only their grain but their hay as weii: Various devices were employed
to get rid of the pests; one that frequently is mentioned by early settlers
was pulling a sheet of iron or a canvas strip covered with coal tar through
the young grain to trap the hoppers in the s ticky coatigg: In the autumn
of the year, as has been told before, the entire swarm took wing to>the west,

101,
without apparent reason and without leaving eggs.

Bogm—rBRRG=AY —naP=aBEy

97, Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. II, 153 (the quotation
is from this page); lasaac A, Barberg; Erick Karjalahti,

98. Folwell, History of Minnesota, Vol. 1III (map opposite P. 106).

99, Ilmonen, Amerikan “uomalaisten Historia, Vol. II, 153.

100, lsaac A. Barbergs lirs. Mathias Mattala.

101 Folwell, History of Minnesota, Vol. III, 110.




CHAPTER TWO MINNESOTA THRESHOLDS PAGE FIFTY»SIX

There was the full quelity of heroism in the labors of the pioneer
Fimnnish farmers. Desides the clearing of the land and often the turning over
of the ground with shovel and grub-hos, harvesting demanded formidable efforf..
At first, as in the franklin settlement, the settlers cut the grain with scythes

and threshed it with flails or led oxen over it to trample out the heads, Later

there were threshing machines powered by oxen, and still later a few steanm

threshing machines. One cld pioneer woman recalls their first harvest in 1877,
It was impossible to get a threshing machine to their field, so they carried
all the grain on their backs to = neighbor's, whore it was threshed in an
oxe=driven machine, Having no sacks, she got out her four sheets and the
grain was threshed on thems Then it. was put in tubs und carried home again}
That first harvest ylelded 90 bushels of whiﬁf::

For a time there was bad blood between the Fimns and some of the
earlier Irish settlers. An Irishman by the neme of Cochrame had built e mill
at the outlet to Cokato Lake, end the dam backed up the water, flooding the
lowlands of the Finns. One Fimn, a man named Pajari (or Bajari), who had
settled in the district around 1875, hgnrd that mercury poured sbove a dam
would eat & hole in it, end so wash away the structure. lHe wrote to & friend
in the copper country, and had several pounds of the metal sent to him. One
night the Finns went to the dam end dumped tho quicksilver intc the water.
Of course, nothing happened. HNext a number of them started to dig a ditch
around the dam, Cochrane surprised them with a gang of Irishmen, end in a

furious battle the Finns were badly beamten end led to town by Cochrane.'o be
locked ups A Finn who had taken no part in the bettle demanded that a destor

be called to dress the wounds of his countrymen. Cochrane refused.

102, Trs, lathias lattela.
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There followed a brief display of guns with Cochrane being the slower of the
two, and he decided that a dootor could be calleds Then the Finns were jailed
and put under $6000 bail. Though the sum set was a great deal of money for
such poor people, it was finally raised, and the Finns freed. However, the
Finnsg later sued Cochrane, and won by law what they had been unable to accome
plish by foree. The dam was torn down, and Cochrane's Mill disappeaigz:

In many ways the lot of the women was harder than that of the men,

It was a standing joke among the Finns that the only time a Finn took his wife

to town was when he needed her signature to a mortgage on his farm. One woman,
who came through Minneapolis in 1876 on the way to Cokato, did not see the city
again for another 25 years, although Cokato is only 50 miles a:S;:

There was little time or inclination for eamusements, The Finns were
very religious, and frowned on &ancing, while the husking, quilting and other
"bees" which are usually associated with a pioneer community were unknown,

The only recreation was visiting or going ohuigz:

Of the first religious services in the Cokato community there are no
positive records, but they are known to have been held in Adam ongamo's house
in légg: The first Cokato Apostolic congregation was organized in 1870, under

107.
the name Cokaton Suomalainen Seurakunta (Literally: Cokato Fimnish Congregation).

It is probable that this is the first Finnish congregation organized in America,

although it is impossible to tell, because of the nebulous difference between

the informal and formal organization of many congregations.

108« Ludvig Bajari.
104, Mrs. Mathias Mattala.
106, Mrs. Mathies Mattala,
106+, Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. II, 154;
Ve Barberg, Finnish Settlement.
107. Vernon G. Barberg, verified from the early church records.
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The first church of the Cokato Finnish Congregation was built in 1

1876, on land donated for the purpose by the St. Paul and Pacific Railway.

The constiruction wes e community enterprise. Huge logs were hauled in during
the winter months by ox teams, to be used for the foundation timbers and sills.
The building itself was made of boards, although all the houses of the settlers
were of logses It was a rectanguler structure, 24 by 40 feet, plein and unpre~
tentious, Later an addition was built, but in time the building became so
shaky thet it rocked in a herd wind until the chandeliers swayed, and it wes
finally razed to be replaced with the present buildigg:

1sak Barberg acted as layman preacher until his death in 1883, and
éfter him the itinerant Antti Vitikkohuhta, who had settled in Cokato about
1870, Vitikkohuhta, nicknamed Brandas Antti, was en interesting charactler.
Before coming to Cokato he had stopped in the Wichigen copper country, and
then in Holmes City, where he had been ective in organizing services fer
worsiig: One day - to cite an amusing episode = one of his neighbors, heering
Vitikkohuhta shouting, had gone over to his farm to hear the reason for the
noise, He found Vitikkohuhta in the midst of sorghum pressing, swearing and
beating the ox which drove the press by walking around and around in a cirele,
The animel was standing with its feet spread to brace itself, unmoved by the
preacher's anger. The neighbor, stepping in front of the ox; found only the
whites of its eyes showing. The animal had become so dizsy from treading its
‘eircular course that it had "fainted.,” Vhen he pointed this out to Vitikkchuhta,
the latter was co conscience-smitten that he threw his arng around the ox's neck,

110.
begging its forgiveness.

108, Vernon U, Darbergg limonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historis, Vol. 1I,
166; Mrs. Mathias Mattala.

108 Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. 1I, 166, 173.

110, Ludvig Bajari,




CHAPTER TWO MINNESOTA THRESHOLDS PAGE FIFTY=-NINE

The first confirmetion class was held in 1879, with Johan Takkinen,
e laymen preacher conductings There were seventeen confirma;ti:

There were no schools. In the homes, parents tried to attend to
their children's education, but there was little time for it in the press of
constant work, and, morover, many of the parents could not read. The Fimmish

language was the only one used; it was years before there were any achooles

with instruetion in English. For a while, lukukinkerit - annual reading

examinations held by the minister - were conducted. The examination served

to stimulate interest in reading, since small prizes were distributed, and a
certain prestige went with success. The first of these kinkerit was held in
Cokato on July 4, 1878, under the direction of J. Takkinen, with 41 families
taking part. Another was held the next yeer, with 51 families. The questions
were religious in nature, testing the participants’ knoﬁledgo of Christianity.
After these first two kinkerit, many more were held in Cokato, but attendance
was less than had been hoped for, and the examinations soon lost their sig-
nificaéii: The strong megnetism of America made itself felt early on Finnish
WaYSe

The growth of the Cokate settlement continued, although it soon

yielded to New York Mills as the largest Fimnish agricultural settlement,

In 1900, Osker Snapp made another census of the Finns around Cokatos Their

number had increased to 1,727, and they now owned 16,095 acred of land,

11T, T:saac A. Darberg. He has & copy of lakkinen's record, made by his
father, Isak Barberg.
112, Ilmonen, Amerikean Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. II, 155.
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The farms were mainly from 80 to 160 acres in sisze, although & few were
only 40 acres, and the largest, that of Jacob Ojanperg. covered a full 3060
aciii: So had the Finnish settlement grown since the census of Isak Barberg.

Coketo has left its pioneer beginning far behind. Today it is a
region of prosperocus farms and wide fields, where formerly the Big Woods
reached for miles, But it has not lost its pioneer spirit of cooperation.
The country is dotted with cooperative creameries and elevators, and Cokato
has its Finnish Mutual Fire Insurance Company and its Farmers' Mercantile
Association, More of these later.

One can still walk down the streets of Cokato villege behind men =
and children too = who speek the Finnish language; there are frequent Finne
ish films at the motion picture theatre; and the sauna is still a vital
necessity to the people. Dut although they remain Fimmish, they belong to
a far different community from the one set up in 1866 by Elias Peltopera

and his three friends,

113, Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalsisten Historia, Vol., II, 151,
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"1*1l Take This Land By The Lake,"

The third of the three settlements to be started in less than that
many years was near Holmes City in Douglaes County. It always remained a
small settlement, receiving little Finnish immigration after the first years,
but even today it remains distinetly Finnish, and its people still ecling to

the Finnish langusge.

The story of the Holmes City comunity cannot be told without also

telling the story of Johen Piippo. Neither is complete without the other,

Piippc was not a newcomer from Europe when he arrived in Minnesota,
From Finlend he had gone to Norwaey during the winter of 1861-62, crossing
through Lapland on snowshoes to the ¢ity of Hammerfest. Conditions in Pinland
had been hard, with famine brought on by four years of poor crops, Hammerfest
offered him work and food; for four summers he worked there to earn enough
money to teke him to the United States, and then made the tedious voyage by
sailing ship, arriving in Hew York and pushing on up the Great Lakes to the
copper country of Eiehiéﬁi:

When Piippo ar ived in Calumet he had 17 English pounds in his pocket,
hardly enough to buy and equip a farm. He worked in Calumet as & barrel-maker
until he had saved more money; then in 1866 he left Michigan behind, went down
to St. Louls, Missouri, and up the Mississippi to Red Wiiz:

Red Wing in those years was the ominous village of cholera, with its
pest island end burials at night. But among the colony of Finns in the river

town there was at least compenionship, and always ready worke. Piippo went into

the woods with the wood-choppers supplying cordwood to the steamboats,

114, Interview with C. J. Piippe, son of Johan Piippo, Holmes City, 1939.
115, C. J. Piippo.
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It was in this same lumber cemp that the "man named ¥atti® of the records
had been stricken with the cholera. When the cholera attacked anyone,
there was little that could be done, except to make the sick person come
fortable and let nature take its course. &So Plippo waited by the bedside
of ¥atti, The latter, in his final agony, tried to get up, and Piippo
hurried to help him. IHe received the fetid breath of Hatti's death gasp

116,
in his face.

#ithin a few hours Piippo was blinded, stricken with the choleras.
What happened then is & story which has two versions, That of the Finnish
ninister and traveler, Solomon Ilmonen, is the more fanciful: Piippo, sighte
less was led to the shop of a German apothecary, where the druggist compounded
an ointment so effective that, applied to his eyes, it restored his sight in
an hcl;iz: Fiippo's son tells a different story. Johan Fiippo was something
of & medical man in his owmn right, well scquainted with home remedies, and
now, sick as he was, he prescribed for himself. Ie sent a friend, August
Peteri, after a quart of rum and asafetida; he mixed and tossed off this
nighty and potent draught, and in & few days had recovered completely - from
the potion as well as the disease.

Other Fimns, leaving Red Wing, had gone to Franklin, Cokato, or
Mimmeapolis, but Johan Piippo had a bolder vision. Orgeniging a party, he

struck out for more distent lands. Later, deseribing his experlences for

the Finnish newspaper, Uusi Kotimaa (New Homeland); he wrote:

116, Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. II, 145; Ce J. Piipo.
117+ Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, Vols 1II, 146.
1184 C. Je Piippos
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"Having heard that in the wilderness we can get land free
we planmned to go and seek it. In the fall of 1866 we, P, E. Julin,
Isek Johenson (Jeaakonantti), August Peteri and the writer, left.
We arrived at St. Cloud and selected our land from the map; we did
not know where it was. To the land we had selected, a Yankee left
to bring us with an ox-teamy the trip was as slow as a louse in
tar. 1t lasted more than a week. There was rain and sleet storms;
the trip was eighty miles. After arriving at our destination we
found out that it wes Holmes City in Douglas County. We were single
men except Julin, who had a wife and four children; they were carried
by the ox-team. We made a shack in five days and mede a fireplace of
rocks,” 119.

From Alexandria on, their trip had been especially difficult;
creeks and lakes, hills and woods made it a strenuous journey over traile
less land. On Saturday night the party stopped at the homestead of a
settler near Piippo's claim, most of them camping in the yard after as
many as possible had crowded into the shack. The next day they helped
the settler fit windows in his cebin, windows which had come from St.

120,
Cloud on the same ox=cart with them.

Most of the party stopped at the cabin for a week, but Peter Eriec

Julin spent the entire winter there with his family. Julin gave the others
permission to build a shack on his claim and to spend the winter there.
After building this shack as their communal winter residence, the men then
passed the winter at the slower work of building each his own cabin on his
owmn cliii:

Johan Piippo's newspaper story goes on to tell of some of his
early experience: 7

"The following spring I turned the soil over with a mattoek

to make a field and then sowed a bushel of wheat, which the bluebirds
ate, so that I did not get but the stalks and the birds ate them too.

llmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. II, 183, quotes this
material from Uusi Kotimaa,

Ce Je Piippo.

Ce J. Piippo.
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The second summer I got a one=-acre of cultivated f ield on
which I planted potatoes and tobaccc. The third winter I got
enough from wolf pelts so that I could buy a team of oxen and a cow;
but the following spring a grave misfortune befell me. We were at
an American neighbor's, building e house, and upon our retwrn home,
everything was in ashes. Nothing was left but an axe, try-square
and ragged clothes., I built my home anew, but a year later again
my wheat shed and $0 bushels of grain was burnt, Since then I have
been more successful and pray to God that 1 can, in peace, get along
mtil my ending days.® 14€e

The land which they had picked merely by pointing to a part of the
land mep where' the ecountry was dotted with lakes was much nearer to a Fimn's
heart then that in either of the other two communities, The countryside was

rolling, and their homesteads lay in the midst of a maze of lakes, surrounded

by forest. There was much to remind them of their native Finland,

Alexandria was the nearest town. In the winter they skiied in, and

when summer came they followed a chain of lekes and oreeks by boat to Lake
Cowdry, walking from that point the mile or so into town. For supplies they
depended on the stage from St. Cloud, but when it did come in, staples were

so high they could afford few of thems Flour cost $18 e barrel and pork was
25 cents a pound, but there was nc need to buy meat. Flour, salt and coffee
were the only foods on the "must" list; the rest they could find in the lakes
and forests. Deer, elk, grouse, prairie chicken and partridge, and fish from
the laekes, were served on their tables. Muskrat, mink, otter, wolves and foxes
gave them an extra income from trapping. The first year of the settlement
gseveral buffalo were aiii: Tobaecco was highly prized.

Piippo's first cabin stood on the site of the present Finnish Lutheran

Cemetery, the churchyard of the Holmes City Jariven Suomalainen Kiukko. He was

deeply impressed with the land on which he had settled and with the government

122« llmonen, Amerikan sSuomslaisten Historia, Vol. II, 184.
123, C. J. Piippo.
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which had given it to him, and he wrote urgent letters to friends back in
Europes Two of them, John Matson Lehto and Matt Jacobson, saved enough

money to buy tickets to America, and arrived in New York with only the address

“"Johen Piippo, Moe Township, U. 5. America® to guide them to him. WNew York to

Minnesota = it must have seemed only a jaumt to these two {inns, for they
started out walking. And reached Piippo's homestead in two months! Another
pair of friends, Ole Hammer and Anton Holling, with whom he had come over and
whom he had bade goodby in New York expecting never to see them again, took
up claims within six miles of Piippo's home. He met them there, an event of
the purest coincidence, for neither had known the other was th:ii:

At first Piippo made most of his living by his traps and earned the
reputation of being one of the best trappers and hunters in the countrys In
one trapping, it is told, he ceught 125 muskrats; enother time he shot nine
elk out of & herd of more than a hundiigz

Once when his gunpowder got wet on a trip to Lake Traverse some
forty-five miles away, Piippo came very near to losing his life, At that
time wet gunpowder was a calamity; it might mean stervation. There were
no settlers' homes to stop at in that part of the state, and no trading posts
to supply either gunpowder or foods The weather stayed cold and stormy, but
Piippo did cateh one raccon, Half of it he ate on the spot, crouching beside
a fire; the rest he salted down with his useless gunpowder, which contained

1264
enough saltpetre to preserve the meat, and ate that on his trip home,

124, C. Jo Piippo
126. C. J. Piippo
1264 C. Jo Pilippo
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Piippo's gun produced food for his neighbors as well as for himself.
His first pair of socks was a gift from the grateful wife of a settler whom
he had supplied with meats On another occasion he made a collection of money
to save from starvation the family of another settler who had lived for six
weeks on burned corn-meal mush alones Piippo helped the wnfortunate home=-
steader buy supplies with the cash,carried them home for him, then went out
and shol a deer for the family's meat supply. His reward was a pair of kmit
mittens from the settler's wi?Z:

When Piippo's house burned, it was a hard blow to him, Most of the
little property he had meguired during two years was lost and he had to go
back to the begimming, this time without money. He had only two years' cleim
on his land, which amounted to little more then nothing when land was so cheap
and &o many settlers abandoned their claims long before the completion of the
required five years of development. 4fter much persuasion a hardware merchant
in Alexandria was induced to accept a mortgage on the claim in return for a
scythe and handle, and the sgreement was finally drewn ups: J. P. Cowing,
mortgagee, Johan Piippo, mortgagorj one soythe and handle in return for a
lien on 160 acres of liﬁg;

The unusual Piippo also continued to exercise his lkmowledge of
medicine. In ¥inland an uncle, a coumtry doctor, had taught him something

of the use of drugs, and he frequently used his training among the settlers

of Moe Township. His familiarity with herbs was limited mainly to those of

the old country, and he wrote letters asking Finns who plammed to come to
129,
this country to bring over medicinal plants with them,.

127+ C. J« Plippo
128. C. J« Piippo
129. Ce Jo Piippﬂ
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At firsgt the Indiens who roamed the woods kept the settlers in a

130.

state of fear, but they never caused any real disturbances.
The Douglas County settlement prow, but not rapidly. in 1083 a

census was taken by e loeal correspondent of the Uusi Kotimame le found

there were 133 Finns in the community. They were estimated to number somoe
where sround 7C0 in 1523 The settlement has prospereds thero are extensive
fields and large modern dairy farms. The Finns have two churches of their
own, and wolledeveloped community relat‘lonshigi:

It remaing a thoroughly Fimish settlement, with the Fimmish

language still widely spoken and read. The couniryside has changed the

people have note

130. Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historla, Vol, II, 185.
131. Ilmonen, Amoriken Suomalaiston Historaia, Vol. 1I, 185, 186,
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The principal steamship companies to sell tickets which would deliver the
{omi grants directly to Daluth or St. Peul. As an inducement, land explora-
tion tickets were sold with the provision that, if the purchaser bought land
from the company to the extent of 40 acres within 60 days after buying his
ticket, the cost of the tit.;kot was credited on his land purchase, while he

was also entitled to free transportation over the road for himself and his

3.
family on the way to settle his new lands. The Northern Pacifie, in addi-

tion, bduilt "reception houses" at Duluth, Brainerd and Glyndon in 1873, in

4.
order to accommodate settlers while they were searching for farms.

The railroad even used the immigrants themselves as publicity agents.
As early as January 13, 1874 a Minneapolis newspaper carried this item:

"A large number of Finlanders are quartered im the Brainerd
Reception House. They were brought over by the Allen Line of
steamsghips, whose agent accompanied them to Minnesota, remaining
several weeks in order that he might know for himself their
impressions of the country. They are all satisfied snd have
Joined in a certificate to that effect. This party represents
a large number who will follow in the spring. They have determin-
ed to settle on the Northern Pacific, and thelr leading men are
now hunting a proper location. Becker County, though, will probab-
ly secure them. MNeantime they have comfortable quarters in the
Brainerd Recaptign House without charge, except for the bare cost
of provisions." ™°

A skeptic might guestion the evidential value of a "certificate" of
satisfaction executed by settlers who were unfamiliar with the language in
which it was written and who had not even seen the farms with which they were
"gatisfied." But that was not the day of the skeptiec; in the new west of

the 1870's, everybody was a promoter.

3. James B. Hedges, "Colonization of the Northern Pacific Railroad,"”
Mississipp! Valley Historical Review, Vel. 13, No. 3 (Dec. 1926), 315, 318.

4. Tarold F. Peterson, Railroads and the Settlement of Minnesota (unpublished
M. A. thesis) U. of ¥Minn. Iibrary, (1927). ;

§. Minneapolis Tribune, Jan. 13, 1874, p. 3, col. 4.
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The efforts of the colonization department of the Northern Pacific
bore early fruit. Immigrants from a number of the European countries respond-
ed to the promise of the new world. In June 1873, the Finns joined the

transatlantic movement, when a party of 230 adults started for Minnesota,

the famous "Swanberg group," whose story comes a little later. In July

another party of "240 adults and a large number of children" embarked for
this atato." Many Finns stopped at Brainerd, working on the railroad until '
it was completed, then going into other work, prineipally in the lumber in-
dustries. It was from Brainerd that the first Finnish settlers of New York

¥Hills came.

6. Hedges, Colonization, 323.
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Antti and Elsa Punporg. with their seven-year-old daughter Amna,
and Tuomas Autio with his wife Maria, who was Ptmpor:'n sigter, set sall
for America in the early spring of 1873. Eight weeks after leaving their
homes, they landed im Duluth and, after several months, came to Brainerd to
find work. The next year both of the families moved %o New York !111:.7'
This, simply recorded in names and dates, is the brief history of the Fimish
ploneers of the settlement which later grew to be the largest agricultural

colony of Finns in the New Vorld.

New York Mills in 1874 was little more than a sawmill with a store
or two nearby. It had received its pretentious name from the sawmill which
had been set up by men from New York. Autio and Puupera lived in New York
Mills and worked in the mills there and at Detroit Lakes, but they somshow
found time to go into the wilderness about four miles south of the village
and take homestead clalnl.s.

The settlement lay in the midst of a region of forest, where the
balsam, pine and other coniferous trees degan to give way to the narrow
western belt of hardwoods. With its brooks, lakes and natural meadows, the
region reminded the Finns of their own country.

It was in these surroundings that Autiof and Punpers staked their
claims, and came to live the next year, 1875. Autio, who by now had two
children, was the first by a few weeks to live on his omn honltoad.g'

This settlement repeated the general theme of the first three:

hardships, endless back-breaking toil and courage. We have some record

Julia 'Fulbnrg. Pyoneer Life in Newton Township MS., Iibrary of Otter
Tail County Historical Soclety, Fergus 7ﬂll.ruinn. (1930) (A trans-
lation of this paper was published in Finnish in Uusi Kotimaa (New York
Millg), May 6, 1930)

Ilmonen, Amerilan Suomalaisten Historia, Vol 2, 192; Tumberg, Ploneer Life.

Tumberg, Pioneer Iife.
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of 1ife on the Puupera Homestead. When the family first moved in, the
cabin was only partly finished, a structure of logs hewn on four sides, with
the eracks chinked with moss. The floor and roof boards were bought from
the sawmill, a luzury the other three settlements had not been able to offer
their first settlers. The windows were made by hand. The cablin had two
rooms, completely furnished with P'nnparg.'l own handiwork: tables, chairs,
beds, spoomns, ladles, shovels, pails, churns, many of the pleces put together
without nails. Ptmporg built his first wagon almost entirely of wood: even
the wheels were large Wooden disks. His sleigh likewise was the product of
his resourceful hands.

The family produced nearly all its own food on the farm, and after
several years, When some sheep had been acquired, most of its clothing
as well. The women sheared the sheep, Washed and carded the wool, spun it
into yarn, knitted mittens, stockinge and sweaters, and wove it into cloth
on thelr own loom. The loom, too, had been made by hand, with certaln parts

brought from Pinland. Mrs. Puuperd had also brought her wool cards and

spinning wheel from the old country, but there was litile else that was not

made on the spot. As for the men, they fashioned their own fishnets and

tanned their own leather for aittonl.. shoes, harness and other leather

10.
articles.

The first crop was potatoes, grown on a piece of ground Autilo
nd,l’uupor& together had cleared and planted before they moved onto their

12.
claims. The yield was poor.

10. Tumberg, Ploneer Life.
11. Tumberg, Pioneer Life.

12. Tumberg, Plonser Life.
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The Finnish pioneers of New York Mills experienced the same hard-
ships as those in the other settlements. Land was cleared with the ame
and stumps removed with the mattock. Hay was cut on the wild meadows along
‘the Leaf Biver two miles south of the homestead. The cattle roamed the un-
fenced woods, and at times were lost for days, while those searching for
them often themselves became lost. Oxen, as elsewhere, were the only draft

animals for a number of years; Mrs. l’mxpu-il bought their first yoke with

12
money she earned doing housework in Brainerd.

One other settler, a Norwegian named Nils Oppegaard, had moved to
this neighborhood when the two Finns did, and took land bYordering theirs, btut
their only neighbors, save for him, were the Indians. The women at first
were afraid of the red men, but in time they became good friends. The In-
dians lived in the regionm only during the winter: in the spring they would
move on to other camping grounds to return the following fall. But in a fu
years, with the coming of more white peopde, they migrated northward and did
not rotum.ls.

Inevitably, one of the first bulldings constructed by these Finns
was a sauna, which also served as a genmeral utility duilding. When grain
was hervested, 1t was dried im the sauns on shelves built close to the cell-
ing.u" This practice of drying grain indoors was commonly followed in all
the early Finnish settlements of Minnesota. Bvidently the newcomers ecould
not realize at first that here the climate was so different from that of
damp Finland that grain eould de dried out-of-doors in the sun.

After 1t had dried, the grain was threshed in the sauna, hend laber
end the flail being used. After the straw was carried away, the grain and

chaff were swept into a pile at one side of the hut. Seated beside the pile,

13. Tumberg, Pioneer Life.
14. Tumberg, Ploneer Iife.
15. Tumberg, Pioneer Life.
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the threshers threw handfuls of it at the opposite wall. The light chaff
dropped out, while the grain and heavier bits of straw reached the opposite
wall. Then the grain was wixmo!ed out in a box to remove the final bHits of
straw. The cutting of the grain, of leourle. was also done by hand, with
soythe and cradle.

Other Finnigh settlers soon followed the P\mpcré' and Autio families.
Several families came in 1876 and 1877. In the latter year one of the new-
gomers was Israel Hagel, an Apostolic minister from the copper country of
Michigan. Hagel held his first gervices in the home of Antti Puuwpera in
1877, with some eight or ten people present; all but one family among the
settlers belonged to the Apostolic chmrch. After a time Hagel gave over
his duties to John Mursu, who was the actual minister from 1880 until his
death in 1911, when Hagel once mors took the pulpit. At the $ime of his
retirement a few years ago, Hagel's congregation had increased from that
first handful to almost a thousand perms.ls.

Within a year or two settlers began to arrive in increasing numbers,
from the copper country and directly from Finland; two or three even came
from the Minnigh settlement at Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio, during those first
few years. By 1879 there were almost 40 families; a decads later a care-
ful estimate placed the total at 200 families numbering about 1,000 persons. 1

In 1881 a man who is mentioned in every accoumt of the history of
Hew York Mills came to the settlement. He was 0111 Pajari, who later chang-

o3 his name to Olaf Pary. Pajari lost no time getting settled; the first

day in New York Nills he opened his packing cases and began to sell goods.

16. ilmn. ri Suomalai sten Historia, Vol. 2, 194; Tumberg, Pionser
14fe; Esireivaajien Muisto ("Remembrance of the Pionsers,” a booklet
commemorating the 75th anniversary of Finnish settlement in Mimnesota)
New York Mills (1939}, p. 13.

17. Ilmonen, Ameriken Suomalaisten Historis, Vol. 3, 194, 195.
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Most of the Finnigh pioneers of that commmnity speak of Olaf Pary in their
reminiscences. They bought their supplies at his store, worked for him,
sold him thelir produce, used his big brick store as a meeting place, and
when they were in trouble, went to him for help. He alded many of them,
oven with gifts as substantial as a much needed calf. At one time four hunm-
dred men were said to be in his upmy.m'

Hone of the three sarlier settlements has ever been able to sup-

was moved from Minneapolis to New York Mills by its editor, August Nylund Sr.

Copies of the paper, na!.loﬁ back to friends in Finland and in the copper

port a Finnish-language newspsper, but in 1884 the Uuei Kotimaa (New Homeland) >

country, were influential in increasing immigration to New York Mills. In &
1888 Nylund again moved his paper, this time to Astoria, Oregon, where a )
large Finnish colony had settled. Only the name of the Uusi Kotimas went

with him; the plant was sold to J. V. Lahde, who established a weekly paper

in New York Mills, the Amerikan Suomstar (Americam-«ites). Vhen the Uusi
Eotimaa was moved back again after a few years, the two were combined and

issued for a time as a tri-weekly paper, but later, on account of insuffici-

ent support, 1t again decame a weekly.( The Uusi Kotimaa continued publica-

tion until less tﬁu a decade ago, when it was succeeded by the Minnesotan
Dutiset which still extsts.

Up to the year 1882 most of the Finng of New Yorik Mills had setiled
on the south side of the Northern Pacifie railroad line. In that year they
began to move to the north where land was more plentiful, first northeast
to the Paddock Township reglon,,then spreading from there into parts of

VWadena, Becker and Hubbard Counties.

18. ‘"Excerpts from the History of Wadena County," Uusi Kotmaa, June 6,1929,
p. 5; Horace H. Fussell, 'Tl)m Finnish Farmer in America," Agricultural
Eistory, Vol. 3 (April, 1937

19. Tussell, "Finnish Farmer;" Ilmonen, Amerilkan Suomalaisten Historis, Vol.
2,199; "History of New York Mills" Uusi Kptimaa, Ost.12, 1823, 8.
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In the Paddock region the ploneer story was retold, the only dif-
ference being that the vicissitudes here Wers even more severs than else-
where. New York Mills was the only railroad station in the area and set-
tlers, often living 25 miles or mors from the village, had to walk the wiole
di stance through the Woods %o their claims, carrying thelr possessions and
supplies on their backs.

Lydia laine, mee Tiittol, the danghter of one of the early settlers
near Runeberg Town Post Office inm Becker County, recalls these hardships.
Vhen she came to New York Mills she was only six, but she had to walk with
her family 26 miles through the woods, following deer trails most of the way.
The family fortune at this time consisted of one 50-pound sack of flour, an
axzes and 25 cents. The cadin they milt had one room and a single window,

and the earth was the floor. The first year, Lydla, although a mere child,

worked with her father in the woods and snared rabbits for meat while her

father was trapping deer. Nelghbors offered them some help, and gave them

a hen and a rooster, while from Olaf Pary they had the gift of a calf. Until

20
it grew up they had no cow.

Their first medium of exchange Was rabbit, which they traded for
sugar, coffee and other staples. After the first grainm harvest they had
their own 'coffee’ ~ made from oven-roasted wheat, oats, or darley. Their
land was turned over with hand-made shovels and enltivated with hand-made
hoes, the cut grain was raked together with hand-made rahn.m'

The first mall was brought to Runeberg Town ﬁn New York Mills
by a woman, Mrs. Maumm, who carried the mailbag on her back. lLater, whem

gsome semblance of a road had been chopped through the woods, she covered the

route on horsaeback.

30, Interview with Lydia Laine (nee fiittol)
21. Lydia Leine.
22. Iyaia Leine.
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Blusberries were a source of some income. Lydia recalls that her
family sold most of their blueberries to the Indiens because they p‘n:!d‘ a mch
higher price than the whites would, and paid it in cash. It was usually the
only real money the settlers saw all year. The feeling between the Finns and
the Indiand was friendly, and nothing ever occurred to mar that ulation-hip.u

When the first school was established in the Runsberg setilement
and a teacher hired, one thing was completely overlocked. The teacher spoke
only English, the children only Finnish. So that first term they sat day
after day, doing little or mothing. Afterwards, 511 teachers were Finns and
the children were taught in Finnigh., Lydia did not learn to speak English un-
til she went to OCalumet in later m.ﬂ.

With the duilding of the Great Northern Railway from Wadema through
Park Bapids, the villages of Menahga nﬂ._So'b'h grew up as Tinnish communities.

At the same time, settlers in the Paddock and Runeberg setilements were drought

mach eloger to Mhond line. Some of the Finng pushed northward to Wolf
. 1
Lake, where named a village after lomnrot, ths collector of the Kalevala,
25.
and along the Northern Pacific line toward Detroit Lakes as far as Frazee.

Before roads Were built, settlers had to exercise their own ingenuity
in transporting their goods. One of them once bought a grindstone. It was
too heavy to carry on his back, and there was no vehicle to use, he made
a wheelbarrow using the stone as a vheel, and loaded it with provisions. I%
was a laborious trip dack home through 20 miles of roadless woods, but laber
Was lﬂll?chnp commodity in those dayn.a‘.

23. Lydia Laine.
24. Lydia ILaine.

35- Illﬂm. kan m“l‘i.t“ Kiltor‘ll, '010 2’ 191.
26. "Higtory of New York Mills" (3rd installment, Dec. 31, 1923) 2.
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Roads were finally chopped through the wilderness, btut they were
often impassable. For stretches they was nothing tut mothing but corduroy -
small logs lald across the road to provide a footing in the mud - and teams
and wagon frequently bogged &m.m.

Alokg the road between New York Mills and Paddock, about midway,
there 1ived a Finnish settler who did much to make the trip less ardwous. John
Tolppt was a friend to every passer-by, with a meal and hot coffee for the man
and feed and water for the oxen. The settlers in that rude country knew
spells of deep discouragement, and Tolppi ook it upon himgelf to cheer them
up. Hig house Was an overnight stopping place between the two villages; after
supper he often read the Finnish papers to his guests, gave them advice, poimt-~
ed out how fortumate they were to be able to live where most of their food
came %o them without cost, and then, after a good breakfast the next morning,

28.
sent them on thelr way again.

The Udl York Mills commmity, with all {ts surrounding towns and

farms, has changed greatly since the opening of the land. The area 1= serv-
od by excellent roads as well as rallways, paving has taken the place of the
deer trails, sutomobiles have replaced the shoulder pack and the ox, the for-
est has largely fallen away before the axe and the maitock, but there are

still many who remember those days when life Was so much mors diffieuis.

27. F"ilstory of New York Mills," (2nd installment, Oct. 19, 1923) 3.
28, "Higtory of New York M{lls," (2ad installment, Oct. 15, 1923) 3.
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In northern Minnesots, from the Arrowhead country and the Iron Ranges
and extending in ragged fringes toward the western border of the state, is the
great region of Fimnnlsh settlement. This area of settlement is amorphous and
scatiered; sometimes the Finns live in isoclated groups, at other points they
share a ¢ily or region with others of the numerous Huropsan nationalities
Iiﬁ.ch have sottled in the mining country of Minnesota.

The physical features of the r-agion d1ffer greatly from those of
other Minnesota Finnish settlemente. The land is rugged and covered with pine,
tamarack, or cut-over stumpland; the soil is poor and sandy and in most places
strewn with a litter of rocks and boulders, while lakes and swamps cover a
large part of the country. The winters are hard and long, the summers cool.

In short, it is a region remariadly like Finland 1%self. Some, in fact, have
guessed that it was this very similarity that brought ss many Finns to the area.

It 18 an attractive theory But a hard one %o prove, ach as ‘%‘2 zrn

came to other parts of the state where there was alight 'simi ty to Finland; .
only when cheap land elsewhere was gone did they begin %o move inte the poor
northern country. Here, too, they found ready employment, since the iron
mines and lumber camps were running full blast st the time they were coming in-
to the state.

Duluth m the gatewsy into the regilon. When, in 1865, the Sauls
Ste. Varie Canal was completed, Lake Superior was connected with the rest of
the OGreat Lakes for ship traffic, and the enormously rich copper and irom mines
of northern Michigan were brought into production. Miners were needs, and the
were brought in, Cornishmen at first, and Irish and Swedes, but in 1864,
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the seme year the first party of Finns came to St. Peter, a large grovp of
Norweglan- Fimns were recriuited to work im the copper mines. According to ome
account all these Fimns, with the exception of two, were immediately recruited

29.
into the Union Army, and settled in Nebraska after the war. Vhether this

is trus or not, those first Michigsn Finnsg d1d set 2 path and a pattern for

future Finnish $mmigration. Others followed them until the region of the cop-
per mines, called by the Finne Kupariseari (Copper Island), became predominm t-
1y Finnigh, and the state of Michigan came to have more Fians than any other

state.
Those Were boom times. Copper contimued to be torn from the ground

while iron was discovered in rage after range, the Marquette and the Memominee
and the Gogebie, each new discovery extending farther westward across the
northern peninsula and inte Wisconsin. WVorkers followed the chain of dls-
covery and exploitation, Finns along with the rest.

Then in 1870 the railroad was extended from St. Paul to Duluth, and
the next year a line was tuilt from Duluth to Barnesville on the western bound-
ary of the Stato.ag;king Duluth a gateway for immigrant travel inte the western
lands. At this time the ruthless slashing off of the rich forest growth in
northern Minnesota was at its height. How many Finns went into the lumber
camps we do not know; however many there may have been, they were not perma-
nent setilers, only transient laborers im a passing industry.

It was in 1884 that the first iron mine in Mimnesota, at Soudan on
the Vermilion Range, was opened. Four years later the next mine on the
Vermilion was opened at Hly. Then, in 1890 and 1891, the famous seven Merritt
brothers made their discoveries of deposits of iron ore on the unbelievably

rich Mesabl Range. The ore lay far back in the wilderness but the Merritts

29. Ilmonen, Amerikan Suomalaisten Historia, Vol. 2, 65 f£f.
30. ¥Yolwell, History of Minnesota, Vol. III, 60, 61.
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Puilt their own railroad to get 1t out, and at the end of 1852 the first
trainload of the soft, heavy, earth-like ore went down to Duluth. That was
the beginning of that endless dredging which left the Mesabi a desolation

of snormous open pits and waste dumps, and sent the red ore flowing down the

Great lLakes to be smelted in Pittsturgh and made into steel ralls and bridge

girders, iron beds and thumbtacks. Then in 1911 the Ouyuna Range to the
southwest was opened, and ore from its underground mines moved down %o the
tares. . 3% wa this Ssemsmdons leher of figuing ou} the ires fres the
three ranges which gave ready work to so many of the Finns until they could
afford to buy or homestead some plece of rocky land.

But all this {s looking ahead. As early as 1868, the first
morthern Minnesota Finns had arrived inm Duluth.m 2 JIlmonen - Fimns in Daluth
in 1868/ By 1870 others were drifting in to take work in the Minnesota lum-
ber camps, but immigration in mumbers really started in 1873 with the coming
of the first large party of immigrants directly from Finland. This was the
Swanberg group. The Northern Pacific Railway had been eirculating advertise-
ments and dirculars in Finland since 1870 and fmmigration agents of the steam-
ship and railroad companies had been active thoro.sz' Peter Swanberg (Haapa),
an agent of the Allan Iine, Was supposed to have had an agreement with an em
ployment office at Duluth to recrult several hundred Fimns and Swedes for
rallroad construction work on the Minnesots-Dakota border territory, btut there
ig reason to believe that the Northern Pacific d1d not sanction such an arrange-
ment since their correspondence indicates that they considered the party a grow

of settlers.

31. Wolwell, History of Vinmesoba, Vol. IV, 8-23.

B1A. Amerikan Suomalaisen Historia, Solomon Ilmonen, p 222.

32, Tetter from J. P. Tusten, immigration egent in Rurope, to Frederick
Bi1lings, chairman of Nerthern Pacific Land Committes, N. P. Ry.
Gomo Record Building, St. Panl, Foreign Agents Letters Book No. 4,
Hew York Box No. 7.
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"Your esteemed favor of the 25th June /1873/ announcing
the embarkation of about 230 adults for Duluth vis Quebec is
at hand. I am glad to learn of the shipment of this number
of so0 good a class of immigrents and hope that they will all
settle on the line of the Northern Pasific Rallroad. I have
ordered ¥r. ¥olloway our agent at Quebse %o receive them and
afford them the best of facilities for thelr inland journey
and have notified Captair Ward of the Centiral and Pacific
1ine of steamers to have a boat with plenty of room for thelr
accormodation meet them at Sarnis and forward them to Duluth
where t awltl.l be met by our agents and properly attended
to e o & h

Swanberg and hie party set out from Hasparanta, Sweden?, in Junme,

arrived at Full, Fngland, crossed England by train to Iiverpool, and left
34

Iiverpool July 3 for Quedbec. .'l'h-rc were difficulties along the way. Their
steamer, tlu‘ Scandinavien, was delayed by fog. Then, when the Scandinsvian
interpreter of the Northemn Pacific arrived in Quebec $o meet the party, he
found that they spoke only Manish, a langnege with which he counld not cope.
The ship'e interpreter, therefore, was sent along with them. Swanberg him
solf spoke no Muglish. But the party fianlly got under way, "227 adults, 28
children and 9 infts. - 264 souls in A1) o . o o* |

They reached Duluth on July 24th, and stopped over night, empect-
ing next day to entrain for s comstruction Job near Fargo, Daketa Territozy.
But yumors began to be whispered mdout. Work in the west was dangerous;
Indians were molesting the workers and one man had already been killed.
There wWas much button-holing by Fimns already in Duluth, and low-voiced con-
versations lasting far into the night. Next day when Swanbderg tried to or

ganigze the party to contimue on to the Dakota Territory, they refused.

—

33. Letier: . B. Hibbard, Supt. of immigration to Karl Mollersvard, agent
in Seandinavia, on fils in N. P. Ry. Como Record Room, St.Paml,Foreign
Agents Impression Book Ho.l, New York Box No. 7.

34. Ilmonen, Amerikan Suamalaisten Historia, Vol.2, 33.

35. Letter in N. P. By. Como Record Room: Holloway to Hibbard, July 17, 1873;

rﬂm’l mmtiﬂ‘ Book,
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Swanberg, his profits vanishing, became heated. 8So did the Fimnw. Someons

pushed Swanberg; the man he stumdled against pushed him back, and in a moment
Swanberg was being shoved around by the crowd. The police rescued him, and
when the claims and counter-claims were sorted out, it was apparent that
Swanberg had no claim on the Finns. They had paid their own passage over, and
since Swanberg had no written contract or. agreement, their ultimate destination
was their own cnnccm.u.

Many members of the party went dback o Hancock, Michigan, others
scatiered to the lumber camps or to the harvest fields farther west. Swanberg
himsel?, after a couple of months returned to Heaparantas, Bndm.sv. This was
the rather spectacular beginning of large-scale 1nd§ration£mn FAnland.
Scores of other ships with tens of thoussnds of Finnish fmmigrants followed
the Swanberg party. At first meny of them went across the ltatlo to New York
Mills and the three older settlements as leng as there wes cheep land, but
when the red ore began to come out of the iron mines in unending trainloads,
more sand more of them spread outl across the Arrowhead to labor in the mines
and lumber csmps, and oventwai.ly to acquire their own few acres.

As to most of these northern towns, 1t is impossidle o set the
date when the first Finns came. Vhenever mines were opened, villages grew
up around them and boomad with the sudden influx of workers. Some of the
newcomers were Finng, but just as many may have been Swedes or Montenegrins
or Serbs or any other of more than 2 score of nationalities. The mining
towns were not Finnish in the same sense as Franklin or Cokato: they were
Finnish only in that s considerable fraction of thelr extracrdinarily cosmo-
politan population was of that nstionality. There was no reason for m&hor—

ing the nomes of these Fimns; they only 414 the glants’ labor of

36. Ilmonmen, Amerikan Suomslalsten Historis, Vol. 2, 35.
37. Ilmonen, Ameriken Suodalaisten Historis, Vol. 2, 36
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taking out the red ore.

It was thus that the mass of Minnesota Finns came to center in
this northern section. Around the turn of the century, as the Finns began to
£ind 1life almost intolerable, under the oppression of Nicholas II and his
Governor-General Bobrikeff, emigration increassd by ssveral hundred percent,
reaching a peck in 1902, when over 23,000 came to the United Btatcs.sa By
that time the rocky morthern country was the only remaining Minnesota area
in which forelgners without money could still take land of their own. This
fact, together with the Work offered by iron mines and lumber camps, bdrought
practically all the later arrivals to this part of the state.

The TFinnigh farmer brought s new scheme of living to the iron coun-
try. He worked in the mines during the greater part of the summer, tut on
the edge of town he had his few acres, with a cow, some poultry and a listle
trock garden. It ﬁolpad him to spread his wages over the winter months when

there Was no work in the mines, end it satisfied his mhorh yearning for his

own Mt of land, Other nationslities, seeing how well the plan worked out,
quickly adopted it for themselves.

The Finn 1s, as has deen sald, only one of many immigrant groups
in the iron covntry. The mining companies, With their constent demand for cheap
labor, recruited Buropeans from a score of diffomt‘ comntries. The Finn has
as his neighbors Norweglans, Swedes, English, Irish, Germans, Poles, m.
Anstriang, Fungarians, Swiss, Syrians, Rumsnians, Danes, Serbs, Welsh,
Bulgarians sbd Ilontmgrina.m lHevertheless, the Finns remain the most im-

portant racial growp in much of the Range country.

38. See Chapter I.
38. Minnesota, A State mlidﬂ' Fed, wﬂt.r-' iject. 76,




RED ORE AND DARK FOREST PAGE RIGHTY-FOUR

As they gave up mining for farming, the Finns gradually moved to the
surrounding land. Some moved eastward into the point of the Arrowhead, some
went farther north, and a large number moved over almost to the western bor-
ders of the state, where there are considerable communities centering in
Middle River and Plummer.

Daluth, where the first Finns in the reglon stopped, still has a
large Finnish population. Next to the combined Scandinavians, they make up

the largest foreign-born group in that city. After working successively in

the woods and in the mines, they settled in Duluth where they now predomi-
40.
nate among the longshoremen and stevedores. The present Finnish residents

of Duluth are mostly from later immigrations. They have, the last two decades,
settled in the city in such great numbers that it will not bde long defore
they reach an even ten thousand people. Moreover many Fimns live in the vici-
nity of Duluth at the iron-ore mines, on farms and in the woods. Jokingly,
Daluth is called the 'Finnigh Headquarters City of America.' Appropriately
enough, too, for the Finns, in every case, consider Duluth as the American
Finng' most important commercial cultural cemter, with its newspapers, book
publishers and dealers, Finnish lawyers, doctors, vice-consul, many business
establishments and ®so forth.m.

In 1877 four Finnish families staked out their homestead claims
in Carlton County, at a place later called Esko's Corner, some ten miles
west of Duluth. The land was rugged and rocky, much like that of Finland,

and the settlers retained many of the practices they had followed in Burope.

40, Arrowhead Guide MS., Minnesota Writers' Project.
40A. Amerilkan Suomalaisen Eistoria, Vol. 11, p. 223, Solomon Ilmonen.
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They cleared the land by burn-beating, chopping down trees and them setting

fire to them. Of the stumps that were left, they chopped out the small ones
and planted around the large. The stumps and boulders made it impossidle to
plow the land, so they worked it by hand. The first crop was rye; the ash-
fertiliged land ylelded well, and from that first crop they got a twelve-

41.
fold return from their seed.

But growing the rye and harvesting it was only half the story.
The sattlers were still miles from the nearest grist mill, and their roads,
if they could be called that, were unbelievably poor, mers trails hacked
through the trees with the stumps and rocks left in the road. The only ve-
hicles which could traverse them without shaking to pieces were primitive
wooden sledges, ox-drawn. Iven then 1t was frequently neceasary for the
driver to pry the sledge from stumps or rocks on which it had caught. It
was impossible to haul rye to a mill ower that kind of road.m.

The settlers held a mesting, and decided to duild their own mill.
For a site they chose a location on Erick Palkin's place where there was a
falls in the river. They divided themselves into groups, one to put up the
building, another $o split the shingles - even their shingles had to be made
by hand - and others to look for the millstome. These latter travelled miles
locking for a proper stone, and finally discovered one near the Thomson road:z.

They split the rock without accident, and then they had to find a
way to transport the heavy slad over the poor trails. By the time they got it
to the mill site the bullding was almost finighed. In mounting the stone and
{nstalling the machinery even the metal work had to be done by the settlers,

who had no smithy and few tools. Somehow they managed i%, the mill was

2]. Interview with John Mattinen, Cloguet, Minnesota, 1938.
42, John Mattinen.
43. John Mattinen.
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finished, and with the water-wheel running, the first rye flour came out
B e o e e

This was the first Finnish cooperative venture in the Arrowhead,
the forerunner of many which have made the Finns famous throughout the
Northwest, The mill, though it has been umused for many years, still stands,
quiet now, sinking into ruin, but yet a milestone of Finnish progress in

Thomson Township.

It would be impossidle to give the history of each of the Finnigh

commnities in the northern part of the state. In the mining towns, as a
matter of fact, the Finns have no story distinetly their owm; 1t is one with
that of a dozen other nationalities in the opening of the ore pockets. And
in the forests and stumpland, where they made farms, it ia a repetition of
the story of the hardest kind of pioneering, because in this part of Minnesota
even the clearing of the land d1d not give them fertile acres. Ploneer con-
ditions preveil today through much of the section.

The Kettle-River-Automba settlement in Carlton County had a hﬁtory
typical of this pine-land country. The first settlers came about fifty years
ago, & recent date compared to the first nttiaonts. tut with problems that
were fully as difffcult. All the first settlers were homesteaders in a re-
glon of virgin wilderness. The nearest village and trading post, Moose lLalke,
was 8 miles from the closest of them, while those at the other limit of the
settlement had to travel as much as 30 miles to get there, along difficull

trails Shrough the woods, crossing the rivers on rafts.

44. John Mattinen. "
45. John Manni, "Ploneer Idife in Carlton County," The Barmum Minn. [

Herald, June 24, 1937
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The settlers had to depend for the most part upon their own

ingemuity to supply their wants. They sawed thelr own lumbder and singles,

and made thelr homes of logs. A spinning wheel and wool cards Were an in-
dispensable part of every household's equipment, for the women spun their
own yarn and knitted or wove most of the clothing for their families. One
of the farmers had been a tamner by trade; he prepared leather from which
several of the settlers made their own footwear, old-country shoe-pacs which
aven the women Wore. Hay and what little grain they could grow was cut by
hand with a scythe, and threshed with hand flails. Came was abundant; and
the state's game laws were overlooked here in the wilderness where deer Were
shot for good and mot for sport. Occasionally a bear would kill some of
their cattle, and wolves roamed in packe; They found abundant food in the
forest and did not molest the humans, although sometimes a pack of them
would follow a man in the dark, During the winter many of the men worked
in the woods, cutting logs and ties which were floated down the rivers in
the sprlng.“‘

The people Were religious, but with none of the sectariam daif-
ferences of so many other localities. VWhen a church was built in 1898-
1900 it was constructed of white pine logs, and the shingles Were made on
the proiina. There Wers no pastors; laymen usually conducted the ser-
vices, baptised the children and buried the -

The nearest doctor was at Carlton, 30 or more miles away, and it
was necessary for the ssttlers themselves to take care of injuries and 111-
nesses Which would have meant the ¢alling of a physician in a more settled

I
commnity. Ome of the settlers, = Matt Leppanen, even toock care of Ifractures

48, Manni, "Pioneer Life."
47. Manni, "Pioneer Iife."
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and dislocations, and did it so skillfully that when the doctor finally came,
there was often nothing he could suggest to improve the treatment. I-cppa‘x’mn
also practised blood-letting, which the physicisn probably did not commend so
highly as his bone-setting, and he treated sick cows and horses. As for
dentistry, there were two men who took care of the settlers' aching teeth.
One of thesé was Abram Wickman, who was also something of a Jeweler, rspair-
ing clocks and watches when he wamn't farming; the other was Henry Manmula
who lived in Moose Lake village and was a blacksmith. Their treatment for
an aching tooth was simple and direct; they pulled i%. And both of them
practiced dentistry for the same reason. They were the only men in the
settlement who had tongs! 48.

A graded road bduilt in 1901 drought wagons, buggles, threshing
machines and other accoutrements of modern farming, and when the Soo line
went through in 1909, the ploneering era was ended for the uttlomnt.‘g.

Conditions were even harder for many of the other settlers, es-

pecially where a single family made 1ts home in the wilderness. The wife

of one settler near Bassett Lake north of Duluth 1iVed thers more than a
year before she received a ¢all from her nearest meighbor. The neighbor
woman dared chance 1% only after s trall had been blazed between the two
homesteads to save her from getting lost in the woods.. IEven then she had
to wade through swamplands where the water came wup %o her ﬁmﬂhu.m.A

visit was more than a mere gesture in such country.

48. Manni, "Pioneer life."

49, Hann!.,h "Pioneer Life."

50. Frimasn Orss, a memorial mumber for Brimson-Fairbanke-Bassett and Toimi
Pioneer Day, June 19, 1938.
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It 18 in the northern part of the state that the Finns have drought

cooperatives to their fullest development. For one thing, they are a poorer
people than those in other parts of the state, tut the spirit of cooperation
and interdependence is also fostered by the fact that they live in isolated
commmnities. Byt more later about their gsoopsratives.

It 18 in the north, too, that the old-world manners and customs
have persisted more strongly than elsewhere. Here, agaln, thelr comparative
1solation from people of other nationalities is no doudt a factor, but an
asdditional influence 1ies in the fact that they are more recent arrivals ia
this country. Hven in the mining towns with their heterogemecus populations
the Finns incline to hold themselves aloof. In many respects they are more
ntnbborhly resistent to Americanization than other immigrant groups, although
the influence of American 1ife and culture is weaning them slowly from the
old-country ways. This is well {llustrated in the churches. At first ser-
vices wers conducted exclusively in the Finnish language; then the pr.act!eo
developed of holding English services once a mondh or so, and these became
more and more frequent until today in many of thé churches the Finnish tonge
is scarcely ever used. Finns in considerable numbers are leaving thelr
Intheran sects to become Methodists, Unitarians or members of other falths.
Especially in the mining towns, where Finnigh children go to school with
Poles, Swedes, Yan}:?uz Fnglish, Serdbs and s dozen other nationalities, it
. 18 inevitable that the more pronounced sort of Fimnish provinecialism should
disappear and gradually be forgotten.

But 1% is & very gradual process. Some communities, such as that
on the Bmdbarrass River where only two non-Finns live, will tske a long time

to lose thelr distinetively Pinnish stamp unless some unforeseen development
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ooours to hasten the change. In this, as in many similar commnities,
even the appearance of the land and the farms holds remarkably te the old
country pattern. There is the same rugzed land strewn with rocks and

interleced with lakes and streams, there are the same pine forests, the

ever-present log samns, the charscteristic haybarns with their sides elop~

ing inward at the bottom and the odd 'gumdrop'-shaped haystacks.

But even among a people as tenacious of their own eculture as the
Fimns, these folk habita will in time disappear; some will be lost, others
woven over into the pattern of American life. And, any gratification that
may accompeny this ultimate triuvmph of American culture iz bound %o be

mingled with regrets over the passing of a pleturesque way of life.
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CULTUREB, CUSTOMS, CREEDS, CUISIHNE

The United States is a huge and dynamic nation. Some say it has no
indigenous culture. Be that as it may, few will deny that there is a stream
of American group consciousness which has been powerful enough to sweep together
half & hundred nationalities, speaking almost as many different tongues, into
one united nation.

The immigrent generation, settling in little homogeneous colonies,
resists for a tinme the pull of Americanizatione It has been trained to a
different eultural pattern; it has roots so deep that they eannot suddenly be
torn up and replanted in new ground. Then, the first native~born generation
is buffeted by conflicting forces; this is the country of its birth and, while
it is exposed to Ameriean ways at numberless points, at home it still is held
to the old~world viewpoint and language. Grandchildren of immigrants, though,
usually have beeome indistinguishable in manners and thought from other Amer=-
icans.

It is not so with the Finns. In Minnesota, one finds even fifth=

N\

generation Finns speaking fluent Finnie--somewhat corrupted, perhaps, with an I’

English word here and there, but still the mother tongue. Moreover, they ' A

continue to "think Fimnish", holding a deep reverence for the little northern
nation that neither they nor their parents--scmetimes not their grandparents
nor even their great=grandparents--have ever seen.

It is no easy matter for the Finn to learn English. The German
immigrent has little trouble learning to say "Good day" instead of "Guten Tag",

the Frenchman to count "one, two, three" for "un, deux, trois". With the Fimm,

/A

=4
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it is a different matters English and Finnish do not spring from a common
stem, and there is not the slightest similarity between the two. Fhonetics
impoges problems as difficult as thogse of syatax. The Finnish alphabet has
no letters b, ¢, £, g4 Q» wand x, although b, £ and g stand at the begimning
of a few words of foreign origing, and the letter d, although in the Fimnish
alphabet, is never used at the beginning of words except in the case of fore
eign deriwativess The Finnish p is a sort of compromise between the English
p and b, and often the Finn coming to this country changes the p in his name
to be Sounds like 'wh', "th', 'sh' and 'ch' are entirely lacking in Finnisgh.

Irregular English spelling and prommeciation offer special difficulties. The
1

Finnigh language is entirely phometic. These difficulties are not insurmount-
able, but they do make it hard for the Finn to learn English, after he has
lost the flexibility of childhood.

Now, this explanation is valid as accounting for the language pro=
blems of Mnnesota immigrants from Finland who have had no previcus contact
with Englishe But why should thelr childrem and grandebildren, too, eling so
tenaciously to the Fianish tongue? Ome theory is that the Fimns, more gener—
ally than others, settled in communities of their own people, and in arcas of
the stete in which they were isolated from non-Finnish groups. The children
of the immigrants learned English, it is true, but the language they spoke as
children was Finnish, and even after they learmed Englisk they continued te

> use the first tongue at home and in all thelr dealings with older Finns.

But isolation is not the whole storye. There are still some singu~
lar facts for which it cannot asccount. It is contradicted, for example, ia

communities like Cokato. Here, where Swedes, Irish and other matiomalities

le Wargelin, Americanization of the Finns, 103-105; Severi Alanne, Finnigh-
English Dictionary, (Superior, Wis., 1919)
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live in the same loecalities with Fimns, and where all, Finns the sime as the
others, speak good English in their outside dealings, one can go into a Fimn=
ish home in the evening and hear nothing but Finnish spokens One may walk
down the street behind children four generations removed from the old country,
who use English all day at their school work, and overhear them talking to
each other in Fimnishe They are truly bilinguale.

It is difficult to acecount for this tenacity, except as a manifes-
tation of the intense pride of the people in everything Fimnishe It is not
necessity but affection that makes them keep the language and pass it om in
turn to their childrenes Of course, this is not universally the case. O(ne
meets young Fimns who Imew the language when they were children but have singe
dropped itj ocomsionmally, ome will confess that he was ashamed of being derided
as a"foreigner." But, compared to other matiomality groups in Minnesota, the
Fimns hold with extreme persistence to the mother tongue.

Gradually, imerican culture is inundating the Finnish waysj the
radio and automobile have brought formerly isolated commmities into sontact
with the rest of the world, and even in the evening Fimnish homes cannot quite
close themselves off from the American language. DPlstinetly Finnish cusboms
will disappear in time, even though in many communities that time still secems
a long way offe Indeoed, with the Russian war American Fimng have felt a re-
surgence of pride in the motherland, and the gallant stand of their smmll

country egainst overwhelming odde has amakened in them a national consciousness

of a Finland that wms perhaps in danger of becoming a hezy legende
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Something About The Sauma

The sauna is the symbol of the Finn. The stranger who lmows nothing
else about the people has usually heard something of their steam bathe It 18
an instivtuion that marks the Finnish people wherever they may gos It is not
merely & way of keeping elean; it is also an agent for curing their ills--at

least it is so regarded among the older Finns.

The seuna goes back into the prehistory of Finland, into the days

of whieh they sing in the Kalewala:s

"Wainomoinen heats the bgthrooms,
Heats the blocks of healing limestone
¥With the magic wood of the Northland,
Gathered by the sacred river;

Weter brings in govered buckets

From the cataracts and whirlpool;
Brooms he brings, enwrapped in ermine,
Well the bath the healer cleanses,
Softens well the brooms of birsh-wood;
Then & honey-heat he wakens,

Fills the rooms with healing wapors,
From the virtues of the pebbles
Glowing in the heat of magie,

Thus he speeks in supplications

"Come, O Ukko, to my rescue,

God of merey, lend thy presence,

Give these vapor-baths new virtues,
Grant to them the powers of healing 2
And restore my dying people.” Zﬁ'une 4_57

The sauna is & small building, perhaps ten by sixteen feet, and in
northern Minnesota is usually built of logs. It is divided into two parts, the
steam room, and the drylng and dressing roomes The steam room has its fire-
place--at one time it was open and the smoke as well as steam was allowed to
stay in the building but today & steel oil drum with a smoke pipe is very pop~

ulare.

2¢ Jo Me Crawford's translation.
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On & bath day the fireplace is piled around with rocks which are
thoroughly hontodf ihen the bathers are ready to use the sauna, they throw
cold water on the hot stones, filling the room with a dense, half-condensed
steams The bathers lie on benches and shelves which run around the steam
roon, the hardier ones on the top shelf where the heat is greatest, the others
nearer the floore At the same time the bathers slap themselves with switches

of cedar or birech, fanning the hot alr against the body; this opens the pores,

mkes the bather perspire even more freely, and leaves his skin a bright,
4 :

glowing pink.

After the steaming and perspiring, often lasting more than an hour,
the bether soaps himself, takes & warm rinse and then & cool or cold splach,
Sometines, when the bathhouse is built on the shore of a lake or stream, a
plunge into the water is the proper finishing touch, while in the winter some
robust souls even take a roll in the snow, mkadf

Bathing in the sauna is often & social affaire. A% times the towm
cousins and the neighbors, who do not lave & sauna of their own, come out to
visit and bathe. They go into the building in abody, first all the men, then
all the women. ¥ach group, after the dbath, may spend a loc‘islbln hour in the
drying room, tslking, playing ocards and just lounging about.

The Finnish steam bath does more than merely cleanse the body; the
heat and the profuse perspiration seem to have a healthful effect. The skin
of a Finnigh person is almost always clear and glowing as & result of the

stean bath, and the sauna is given much of the oredit for his sturdy health

Vernon G. Barberg, 19893 Conrad Bercovici, On New Shores, 117, Eugene Van
Cleef, "The Finn in America™, American %n%g Mni 62210 (Sept. 1918)
Vernon G, Barberg, 1989; Van Cleerl, R, 3 et ale

Vernon G. Barberg, 19393 Van Cleef, Yinn in America, 21l.

Vernon G. Barberg, 1939; Van Cleef, Finn in America, 21l.
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and vigors But there may be a darker sides Even bables are sometimes taken

into the saune, and this practice has been bleamed for high infent mortality
il )

among Finnge

Striectly speaking, the word sauna is only a noun, the name of the

bethhouses Americans who use it as a verb, "to sauma®, are in effect saying
8

‘}"to bathhouse.® The Fimnish verv meaning "bathe" is saunottas. It is a amll
/

potnt, important only to puristse
| ¥hen & Fimnish femily settles on new land the sauna is often the
first building erected, and the family may live in it until & house can be
constructed. . After the farmstead has been completed the sauma contimues to
play an iuwportent part in their lives, and for purposes other than bathing,
To the carly Fimns it served as a drying=shed for their grain, and many of
their charms and folk-magic were built arcund its influence. DMNost of these
spells and charms are little remembered todey among Minnesota's Finns, and
then usually only as curiousities, but the first ismigrants, with their queer
Christian~pagan background, reposed deep faith in them.

For instence, if one did not speak in the sawa on laskiainen
(Shrove Tuesday) the mosquitoes would not bite during the following summers
And if a youngster threw a vasta (bireh bath whisk) between his legs while in
the &,‘ﬁ: would fall pointing in the direction from which a sweetheart
would comes Today these charms ere practiced by Fimmish young people in much
the same spirit as young Americans celebrate Hallowe'en, merely in & spirit
of play, with the thought, if they come out right, that perhaps-=just perhapsg—e
there might be a little to them.

7« Van Cleef, Finn in America, 211.

8. Alanne's F Actionarys

9 lNaki o laskiainen Souvenir Booklet, Loon lake Scheool, March
1, 1938,
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The sauna, as has been said, was also regarded as a remedy for
illness. An old Finnish proverb declares, "If pine tar and the sauna won'{
cure you, then you're as good as dead." It was sickroom as well as bathhouse,
& place for an ill person to be teken until he recovered=-or diod%o

At first many of The Magic Toush cherms were practiced only by

loihtija or wise women, but they have come to be little more than folk-lore

and tales to amuse children. Some of these charms are strikingly poetice
Such a one is the charm for bringing home the ecattle in the evening, which was
pronounced when they were first let out into the wild meadows in the springe
This charm was brought from the provinece of Oulu in Finland, and is still
known in northern Mimnesota. Salt was fed from a bell to the leader cow of
the herd, then the bell was fastened to its neck, while the loihitija cheauted
this alliterative chamm in Finnish:

"Kellon kaulehn sivallan
Kuulun kellon lehmilleni
Kuulu, kello, kaiu kello
¥aiu kerjamaan perilte
Talu kartanohon

Sa oot suurin lehmisténi
Vahvin vasikoisteni

Tuo s karjani kotihin
Eallkutellon kartanclle

~Taatle illtasavulle

Vield p'ﬁim paistaessa
Koski 1llan kellertfiissé

uo jonossae jumalan k:ar?

ehtoinn

("I lash the bell to the neck,
The far-known bell for my cow;
Sound, bell; echo, bellj;

Echo from the farthest meadows,
Echo even to the home farmyard.
You are the largest of my oattle,
The strongest of my ecalves:
Bring ye home the herd

10. Mentioned by a number of interviews, emong them Vernon G. Barberg 1939;
Mre. George M. Maki, Angora, 1940; et. al.
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Clanking to the farmyard,

Lead it to the evenin; smudges

¥While yet the sun is shining.

In the glow of mid-evening.

Bring ine line the cattle of God, 11
The herd of the generous mistress.")

Even in its translation this chant retains something of the somber
lure of Finnish forests and farmsteads.

Another charm is one used to prevent freezing the hands, quite an
important matter in either Finland or northern Ninnesota where the thermometer

my lie below zero for weeks at a time.

"Cold, thou son of wind,

Do not freeze my finger nails,

Do not freeze my hands.

Freege thou the water willows,
Go ohill the birch chunkse® 12

And this took care of the hiccoughs:

"Go to the loom, the bark, the birch;

Go to the needle, to the thicket, to the spruce « « »

Go to the neighbert"

Among the Minnesota Finus the loihtije has disappeared, except as
one or two may still practice their magic in some remote commmity; most of
the charms are today just children's pastines. Dut among the first comers,
who belonged to a less skeptical generation, there was strong belief in magic.
The storlies of Narie Hovainen, Nills Folkki and John Wittikko in the Franklin
settlement have been told: how Maria Rovainen could keep the cattle from
straying by merely walking a circle about them, how Folkki could protect a
haystack from prairie fire in the same way, and how Wittikko had to fight
with the little people going to the cemetery. These earlier irmigrants claimed

strange communion with the powers that rule over death and sickness. The

Marjorie Edgar, "Finnish Charms from Minnesota™, American Folklore, 47:
381 (October 1934)

Varjorie Edgar, "Finnish Charms and Folklore Songs", Mimnesota History,
173 407 (Decenber 1936)

Edgar, "Finnish Charms and Folklore Songs,” 408.
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dark forests of Finland from which they had come were little more touched by
eivilization at that time then they had been & hundred or two hundred years
before. In Minnesota the sunlight and wind of the prairies and open fields
dispelled belief in such maglc, but in the northern half of the state where
there are still deep pine forests, where one often meets deer and bear on the
roads, the magic of the forest-dwelling Finns has persisted longer. Even to=
day there are some who do not doubt, but their number is growing smaller in
this unbelieving ages

While some of the cures practiced by the Fimns called out the
powers of magic, must of them had a more earthly basis. Johan FPilppo, the
resourceful pioneer of the Holmes City settlement, practiced his art on both
men and animals, but he did it without the help of the dark powers. Ie mixed
his potions, poultices and physics from herbs and plants, many of which were
brought over to him from Finland, and he relied on their medicinal properties
for the cure. They were apparently guite effective, for he was in great de-
mand among the settlers.

Asafetida, the drug with the pungent odor, was one of the most pop-
ular cures, and many older settlers remember it with something of poignancy
and something more of horrore The odor, they claimed, would revive a halfe-

desd horse in & twinkling. It was a potent mixture of asafetida and rum which

cured the stricken Piippo of cholera in Red Wing, so that he lived to become
14

the leading settler of the Holmes City settlement.
Pine ter, usually in conjunction with the sauna, was supposed to
oure any ailment. The sauna was also the place where blood=letting was per-

14. Besides being mentioned by Ce. Je Plippo in his account of his father's
experience, asafetida is also spoken of by Fred Nedus, Duluth, in an in-
terview in 1938, and by John Manni in his account "Pioneer Life in Carlton
County”, among otherse.
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formed by the peculiar method known as cupping, widely practiced among the
early Finng in this countrys The cupping horns were about three inches long,
made from the tip of a cow's horn, with the opening in the smaller end covered
with a tight membranes The cupper put the horn on the part of the body to be
treated, with the large end next to the skins Then he sucked on the small end
until the skin was red and the blood drawn to the surfaces The horn was re-
moved, and the cupper made six to twelve incisions in the skin with an instru-
ment resembling a small hatchet. Then the horn was replaced, the cupper sucked
again to start the blood flowing, and the horn was left on until it filled
with blood and tipped over from the weight. Sometimes, when treating a broad
surfece of the body, like the back or chest, as many as thirty horns might be
used and & pint or more of blood drawne Cupping was never practiced on the
stomachs The theory behind cupring is that impure, "stegnant™ blood can be
removed in this ramnere Another form, lmown as dry cupping, is seldom employeds.
Here, after the blood was drawn to the surface by suction on the horn, the homn
was removed, and the cupper massaged the reddened spot until the blood was
massaged back into the veinse The skin was not plerced at all. lere it was

supposed that the blood foroced back into the system would later come out in

the form of pimples and boils. If cupping as a ramedy has any real scientifie
15

basis, modern medical practice is not aware of ite

With the Fimnns, as among other povertyridden immigrant groups, it
was not as & rule the dootor but the lecal midwife who superintended the birth
of a child. Among the Finnish people this profession was often handed down
from mother to daughter, and tie midwife vas a woman of comnsidersble import-

ance and highly respected in the communitye

15« ZToivo Torma, "Customs and Festivals IS., Minnesota VWiriters' Project files
(1938)
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But homely medical practices are disappearing, along with the
superstitions~-actually, in fact, it is often difficult to distinguish between
the twoe. When roads are driven into the wilderness and the country is sattied,
the local healer, with his coxbination of cures and gquackeries, gradually

gives way to the licensed physiciane
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All Work And No FPlay
Among the early settlers there was little merry-makinge The Fimn

was fundamentally a serious person; the harshness of his native land had
driven much of the laughtor and lightness out of his soul. He was forced to
fight for every bit of food and comfort he received from his native sou, to
say nothing of being called upon continually to beat back foreign armies and
to oppose foreign oppression. The battle for existence had impressed itself
on his persomulity. lie became thoughtful, patient, grave, never given to
levity. Ee has changed & great deal in this country, btut much of the gravity
and seriousness remainse

The Finnigh immigrant, expecially, had little time or inclination
for amusementes Not only was he austere by mature, but his religion also re-
flected the somberness of the dark forests and rocky soll of Finlands The
early immigrants to Minnesote were @ deeply religious people, who felt that
dancing and other merriment were sinful. The religious doctrine most of them
followed, that of laestadius, founder of the Fimnish Apostolic church, was
extremely strictes It is not surprising that the pioneers in their reminis~-
cences speak much of work and not at all of play, of a back-=breaking tedium
relieved only by attendance at church services and visits to neighbors.

The lives of the immigrants' descendants have become more relaxeds
With the land cleared and settled there was less work to be done and more time
for playes The baboos of religion were looscned. And with the organization of
scattered settlers into communities, a social life was built up.

liost distinetly Fimmish of all the festivals and holidays celebrated

in Minnesota is that of Midsummer Iay or Juhannuse Juhannus (Ste John's Iay)

falls on June Z24th, only a few days after the summer solsticej; it is celebrated
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especially emong the church people but even the Socialiste recognize it offic=
iallye

Originally the day was a pagan celebration of that day when the sun,
after climbing higher in the sky during the six months preceding, began to re=
trace its cycles As was the case with many other pagan fetes, it assumed a
Christian complexion with the general conversion of the people to that faith.
It then came to be celebrated as thefeast of St. John, whose day nearly ocoin=
cided with the summer solstice, although many of its pagan trappings still
porolmdia

In Helsinki, in the days when it was still a peaceful, prosperous
eity, the entire populace would spend the evening of June 23rd under the open
sky, and as the sun made its dip beneath the horizon & half-hour before mid-
night, thousands of boufires would blaze out from the hundrcds of islands in
the baye The remainder of the night wes then spent in feasting, daneing and

17
community singing until, only two hours after its setting, the sun rose again.

This is the ‘holidny which, without much change, was transplanted to Minnesotae.

In Finnish communities huge bonfires eare built. Sometimes,on the
shores of a lake, & great raft is made, piled high with logs, boards, automo=
bile tires and whatever else will burn, and after being lighted, it is pushed
out into the ntor::a

While the fires burn there is dancing, games, singing of folk songs,
speeches and reminiscing among the older people, whe the women serve food and
coffeees Festivities last until the fires die down, the woods become dark again,

and the stars of the clear northern night are the only light as the last

16 Torma, Customs and Festivals 1S,

17. Frenk #- go am”}‘. E’ i‘iﬂ@fﬁl" = A Contrast in Light and Slndo",
Hational Geographie Magazine, 47: 612 (May 1925)

16 Torma, Customs and Festivals iS.
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stragglers return to their homese

These picturesque bonfire festiwls are gredually disappearing,
for the younger generation does little to preserve the tmditimfo Then the
last of the older generation who remembers life in Finland dies, the Juhannus
fires will likely die with hime

Laskiainen is the distinetly Fimnish winter festiwale. It occours
on Shrove Tuesday, and was brought to this country by the first settlers in
Sts Louls County about 50 years agoe The day was celebrated among many of the
settlers here and there, but in 1957 the St. Louls County Schools Extension
Department became interested in the event and mede of it an organized celebra=
timfl .

The word laskisinen, literally translated, meens "sliding down
hill", and the day is marked by all sorts of sliding eventst ski running and
jumping, tobogganning, sliding on sleds, on spruce boughs, on barrels staves,
on strow and on pieces of wood, tin, or linoleum« There is also skating. And
there is the popular vipu=kelkka (swivel-sled), also called villikellks (wild
sled), & one-runnered sled on the end of & long, pivoted pole; three or four
persohs pushing on the short end of the pole give the riders in the sled a
thrilling merry-go=round ridefz

Besidea these outdoor events there are indoor programs which ineclude
recitations of poetry, folk songs, and the relating of legends and reminigcen=
cess There are Fimnnish folk dancess the Finnish Heel, the Heipparalla (comic

folk dance and song), the inatilman, the Finnish Polks, the Schottische and

19 Torma, Customs and Festivals iS.

20. Torme, Customs end restivails MSe

2l. Nakinen-Falo-larkhem lLestiainen Souvenir Booklets

22, lakinen-Palo-larkhenm laskiainen Souvenir Booklet; Torms, Customs end Fes=-
tivals 1S,
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thndm Kynta. Afterward Finnish food is served: silakka, kropsua,

iirakke, and the rest of the traditional laskiainen fare. Everyone takes
part in these dances, while outside the laskiainen fires buru on the hilltops,
N T
and there is tobogganning by the light of torches.

These sponsored celebrations have been very successful, and perhaps
it is only the supersensitive who perceive about them & certain atmosphere of
artificialitys At any rate, laskiainen is in some danger of losing, if indeed
it has not already lost, that spontaneous note which made of it a genuine folk
festival of the Finns.

Christmas is kept in traditional American fashion, with little ad-
mixture of old Finnish customs. At many homes the main course at Christmas
dinner is 1126_5"]::11;, which is practieally the same as the Norwegian lutefisk.

But America's Santa Claus long since usurped the place of Finland's Joulu

Pukki (literally, Christmas Billygoat) and other Fimmnish Christmas customs
24

have gone withhim.

Many of the Finns in lﬁﬁnanota still celebrate name-days rather
than birthdays with the giving of gifts and parties. But this observance is
not distinctively Finnish, having been a fairly common practice also among the
Swedes, and today the custom is gradually losing favor with Swedes and Finns
alikefs

Lunch is occasionsally served at Finn funerals, as it -was in the old

countrye The custom seems & curious one to many Ameriecans who kmow nothing of

the need from which it sprange In the early days, when people came tc funerals

23+ Toivo Torma, History of the laskiasinen Celebration in St. Louis County MS.
Minnesota Writers' Project Files (1938)

24. MNentioned by several interviewed Finns, among them Nrse As Lindgard, Minn-
eapolis (1940).

26+ Toivo Tormm, History of the laskiainen Celebration in St. louls County MS.

Minnesota Writers' Projeect Files (1938)
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from long distances and means of travel were slow, it was necessary that they
be fed before returning home. Usually the lunch is not served until after the
ceremony of burial; the oustom has been modified, moreover, to include in
meny cases only the pallbearers, relatives end close friondlfs Here the custom
is being followed from habit rather than necessity, and it is fast djing out
todaye.

The same activities as have been popular among women of other na-
tionalities are common also among the Finns. There are quilting and carding
and ecarpet-rag cutting "bees" in the Arrowhead commmities, where Finnish
women gather to accomplish that miracle, possible only to their sex, of turn-
ing out a great deal of work while seeming to give their undivided attention
to conversation. The carding bees especially are a relic of handioraft days
that have passed away over most of the rest of the nations The wool is carded
or combed by a majority of the women, while the others spin it into yarms, using
the spinning wheel. All these bees end with the serving of the inevitable
coffee and cake€7

Some communities are made up of both Swedish--and Finnish--speaking
Fimns, so that there is a double langungé problem. The St. Louis River commm=
ity in 8t. Louis County, for instance, has both groups, although the Swedish~-
speaking element is in a minority and the Finnish-Fimns, therefore, eontrol
social and other funotions, While there has been wide intermerriage, in gen~-
eral the two groups still do not mix to a very great extent. Om the other

hand, they are not clannish, and neither will sponsor a large function without

the cooperation of the others But the Swedish=Finns are gradually disappear-
28

ing, swallowed up by the greater numbers of the Finnish-speaking. They seem

26. Vaino Konga, Duluth (1938)
27. Mentioned by many interviewed persons.

28. Interview with Herman Bodas, Gilbert, Minn., 1938.
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destined to lose their separate idemtity through mssimilation, just as the
FinnisheFinng in turn will ultimately lose theirse

The Finn is typieally an organizer and a "Joiner." Especially in
the Arrowhead, and to a lesser degree elsewhere throughout Mimnnesota, the
cooperatives tend to monopolize the larger group activities, simply because
their efficiency and enthusiasm are coupled with man-power which rival organ-
izations cannot hope to equals Iut there are also women's clubs, workers'
socleties and numerous other groups which combine social activities with po-
litical purposes. Temperance societies, once so prominent, are no longer num-
erically important. The Enights of Ealewala, with its auxiliary, Ealevannaiset,
is a secret order similar to the Nasons, and has engaged itself, amng other
things, in promoting interest and understanding in the epie hlm.ﬂ

Besides these, there are many cultural and athletic clubs in which
the sverage Finn takes ecarnest interest. lie enjoys a debate, though he often

has a hard time keeping it within formal bounds. The weckly Siirtolainemn once

announced a debate between two teams of four members each: on the subject “Re=
solved: That Fimnish langusge and nationality should de preserveds® The next
week, reporting the results of the debate, the paper admitted that “the most
forceful speeches were delivered against 'preservation.' However, the audi-

ence went home eonvinced that the Finnish langusge should be preserved and

maintained. Twenty-two people took the floor in the diascussion which lasted
30

over three hours.” Twenty~two perticipante--in a debate between two four-man
teamsl There, in a sentemce, is the Finne « «
Musie festiwels, too, are popular. Natiomal pride in Sibelius, the

great Finnish composor, has done much to make the people good=music 0apsclocuse

20, Wargelin, Americanisation of the Fimns, 166~164; randon items in Siirto~
lainen and «
30. Siirtolsinem, Jan. 19, 26, 1917.
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Sibelius societies were already active during the World War, when the composer
was much younger and less famous than nows Duluth has been host to Fimnish
music festivals which have attracted the attention of Finns throughout the
Middle VWests To one of these, DeEalb, 1llinois, sent its Finnish concert band,
Waukegan its male chorus, Chicago its mixed chorus, while Ashtabula, Fimnish
center in Ohio, contributed its Humina Band (Humina means humming)e The pro-
granm was all-Fimnish musie, and at the conclusion both "America” and "Meamme®,
the Finnish anthem, were rendered with tremendous power by the combined btands
and ohomu?l

Throughout the state, there are numerous Finnish literary societies.
Leader among these is the Order of Runeberg, named for Johan Rumeberg, Swedish~
speaking patriot poet of Finlande Home telent plays are very popular, and al=-
most every Socialist Hall, Temperance Center and Cooperative society is a regu-

lar producer of dramatic entertainments with all-amateur casts. The literary

value of the play is often only secondary, the chief requirement being that it
32

shall have some social implication, the more thundrous the better.

With all their imterest in msic and literature, it is odd that the
Finns have not made any very important contributions to these arts in Minnesots.
The tradition of the rune singers and the Kalewala runs in their blood, and
Finnish newspapers carry poem after poem written by side-road bards in the epic
style, tut none has won more than passing local reputes It may be that the
oreative ability of the Finns has found its fullest outlet in political and
social organizatione

Sle See Siirtolainen, Feb. 16, Xarch 13, 1917, among others.
32. Various issues of Siirtolainen, Uuse Hotimma, Tyomies.
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Fames of Hem

The Finns, living close to nature in the old country, customarily
wont to the woods and hills end countless lekes for memes by which to eall
esch othere Meny are the Pinnish surnemes, which when translated, meen
n.nt;‘x.aing more then lake, Fiver, Islend, Osk, Pine or Cedar, or have other
meenings that spring, without sny philologieal juggling, directly from the
lsnd on which the Finns lived.

The etymology of many of these nemes is strikingly simple. Besides
the bare root=forms menticned above, there are those which earry suffixes,
such as en --abounding in, or la -=in place of. Oje, for exasple, mesns
diteh or stresmpy 0Ojsls, a plece of the ditch or stream; Ojanen, abounding
in ditches or streams, Femembering this, end with a good Finnigh dictionary,
one ean trenslate & lerge part of the Finnish surnamess

Heki is to the Finnish whet Jones is to English and means nothing
more than "hill". In the Arrowhead where Makis, Kessmaki, Ketomaki, Heuta=
m:ki. Pinkai. Hakomeki have &1l becoms Mexi now, there is meny & groening
rurel mail-carrier who hes a round dosen Mekis on his routes To complicate

matters more, three or four or half & dosen of these llikis ere nemed John
eki, Once in & while one of these lifliis, tired of having his madl gpensd
by neighbors, will change his name to Mack or maybe to Johnsmon, whieh in

Mimmesota is scarcely an improvement. BDesides the logion of'llakis, there

are ¥ikinens (Hilly or sbounding in Hills) and the Mekelss (Place of Hills)e
After these come all the specisl hillss Heilkkemfld or Send Fill; Syrjemfiki

or Side Hills; Korkeemaki or High Hill; Ilombki or Joy Hill, probebly derived
from & plece where folk dences were held; Pintemeki or Surface Hill == or

it might slso mesn & place where the slabs from a sewmill were piled; Hautaw

L or Greve Fill == a cemetery; Euam:ki or Summer Hillj qu'n;ki or
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Boundary Hill, and any number of other kinds of hills.

From the waters came nemes like Jarvi or Leke; Jarvinen, Abounding
in Lskes; Joki, River; Lahti or Bay; Peralahti, Backbay; Koski, Repids;
Niemi or Peninsula, end countless Islends, Channels, Waves, Brocks, Treeless
Islands, Reefs and so one

Wuori is Mountein end Wuoremmse, Land of the Mountain; Kujala,

ne
the Place of the Lane, and Kujanpaa, the End of the Lane; Hauta, darkly,

is Grave, and Hautala, & Place of Graves (not necessarily a place formelly
sanctified and dediceted as a cemetery, which is Hautausmea); and Perals,
the Plece in Back, or the Hinterland,

Some femilies originally took their names from enimals; Karhu,
Bear, and Kontio, also Bear, but in a poetically colloguial and scmewhat
obsolete sensey Hirvi is Moose; Saukko, Otter; Peurs, Deer and Peuralea,

Plece of Deer; Kuhs, Pike; Hauki, Pickerslj Myyra, Mole; Waris is Crows
Kurki is the Crane; Harkonen means Little Bull and Lintula is a Place of

Birds, probably a rookery.

The forest lent freely: Pihlaja means Mountain Ash; is
Forest; Koivu is Birehs while Koivisto is Forest of Birch; Tamri means Oeks
Kuusi, the Spruce, and Kuusisto, a Forest of Spruce. These are but & hand-
ful to the multitude of Willows, Poplers, Pines, Maples, Places of Split
Wood, Branches, Stumps and all the numercus trees, bushes, {lowers and debris
of the forest.

A few families took their names from their occupations, as did the
English Teylors, Smiths and Millers. Rustari is One Who Builds or Makes;
Hikkari is & Carpenter; Sorvari, a Woodturner or Lathemanj ggmg was ori-

ginelly & Blacksmith, while Sappala or Seppténen is the Place where the

Blacksmith works, and Koskimies is the Rivermen, One who shoots the Rapids
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== possibly the man who gave the family its neme once guided the rearing,
bucking tarbeoats through the turbulent rivers.

As to possibly helf the Finnish nemes, the original meening has
been lost in the changes through which a language passes, until even the
ovners cennot tell whet their surnemes mean or formerly meent, end only
the etymologist could hope ever to trace them down. There are many nemes,
too, which have only a locel dialectic significance.

A great many Finns changed their nemes when they came to this
country., The first groups, settling in regions peopled by Seandinavians,
frequently toock Scandinavian names: Olson, Johnson, Anderson, Nelson and
the like. Often the new neme was & union of Finnish end Seandinavien, as
in the case of Isak Parps or Berba, who changed his name to Barberg, while
Matti Tiiperi, who died of the cholera in Red Wing, was also known by the
neme of Tiiberg. Matti Hiemi, pioneer of Franklin, became Matt Johnston,
e rether unusuel name in & Scendinavien loecality. The descendants of

Peter Lahti translated the nsme into the English surneme Bay, while Kustaa

Sukld became Gus Frisca by & simple translation of Sukki (bquick, nimble,

frisky) into the Swedish word of the same meaning. Some merely simplified
their names to make them correspond to American phonetics: Aleksi Pikkerainen
becsme Alex Pekeins snd Antti Puupera came to ¢all himself Andrew Poopert.
Nemes like Harju becsme Harris, Haryu or Haryy Jarvi was changed to Jarvey,
Jarvis or Leke; Manninen beceme Mannigen. In one family the neme Huhtekanges
was changed to both Huhte end Kangas, the mother and one son using the neme
Huhta, while another son calls hirself Kengas. Other changes in nemes

are made, most of them being modified, clipped or Swedicized, or radicelly
chenged as Nevalainen which has been changed to MoBride. The simplest of

all the changes was the translation of the Fimnish umlaut vowels, _:_ and _'é,
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into plein & and o,

Fingligh,.

It is strange that even in Minnesota, with all her Finns, the
everyday language of the natives has no "loen words™ borrowed from the
Finnishe On the other hand, the Americen language has had a profound effect
on the Finnish thet is spoken here. Indeed, so true is this that it has
been proposed to call the American form Finglish, to distinguish it from
true Finnish.

Finnish is a highly inflected language; each noun having fifteen
distinet cases., When & word is borrowed from the English, it acquires the
Finnish case endings in a profusion that bewilders the Americen, Thus the

Finnish word for lake, jarvi, has been generally displaced by leeki, which

is merely the Fimm's way of saying the English word. The paradigm of the

Finglish forms follows:

Case F}gﬁliah Egglilh

Hominative leeki leke

Genetive leekin of the lake
Accusative leeki, leekin lake

Essive - leekina as & lake
Partitive leekiea some of the lake
Translative leekiksi inte the lake
Inessive leekissa in the lake
Elative leekista from the leke
Illative leekiin intc the lake
Addessive leekilla at the lake
Ablative leekilta away from the lake
Alletive leekille toward the leke
Abessive leekitta without a lske
Comitative leekineen (-nensa) with a leke
Instructive leekein with lakes

But under the influence of English some of these case endings have
gradually fallen into disuse, and in & number of instances the characteristie

inflections have been dropped even from words that are purely Finnish,
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Here are & few examples of these loan-nouns which are used by

English

arithmetic
block
cable

cake
depot
fork
granary
hemmer (noun)
license
mud

pencil
potato

rope

rug
station

street car

Finglish

ritmetikkia
bloki, ploli
keipuli

keeki

tippe

forkka, wvorkka
kreinari
hemari

laisi
motl

panna
potaatti, pottu
ropu
roksi

teisinki, steisseni

striit-keaara
swamppi, wemppi

American-Finns, with the true Finnish word of the same meaning:

Finnish

lasku-oppi
kadun-vali
rauta-nuora
kaalklku
Jjune-asema
haarukka
viljahuone
vasarsa
lipa=kirjae
rape, kura
kyna

peruna
nuora
matto

asems
raitio-vaunu
neva

swamn
teleghono fooni, (verb: foonata) puhelin
train treini, reini juna

vacation vekeesi loma

Among the synthetiec verb forms thet have been adopted by American

Firns are runnate (to run, in a political sense), pI::nn:t: (to plan),

skiimata (to scheme) and titsata (to teach).

Advertisements are usually translated into Finglish, because
they would otherwise mean little to the rank and file Finnish customer. in
advertisement of the Sampo Grocery of Menahga and Wolf Lake, Mimnmesota, is
particulerly illustrative of the use of Finglish in newspaper advertising.

The following items appear in en ad of May 31, 1940, showing the use of

Finglish words:

Kauran ryynia, 3 paunan kartongi, (earton) 2 p. 33e
Corn flakesis, (Flekes) Co-op. 8e

Korppuja, (plain) 2 peunan kertongi
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Kukesia, (cookies) pauné « « « « = = = =« = =
Vesiken chopsis, (veal chops) pauns

Sian roastia, pauns « « = « = « = = «=
Wienereita, (wieners) pauna

Baindereits (binder) and garsgessamme (in our gerage) also appesr.

A Sebeka, Minmesota garage offers Ksarojs, (cars) Irokeja,(trucks)
Traktoreita (tractors), healissa (in the town hall); koordistae, (cord) hotel=-

lissa, cafeissa and pr:u:yat: (clothes pressing).

These are but a few of the so-ealled Finglish words, which are a
combination of English end Finnish words, and are generally used when no

word is availeble in the Finnish langusge.

In enslysing the Pinglish words it will be found that the majority

are noung and deal with technieal things, mechines and so forth. Most of
the Finns who ceme to Minnesote were from rurel districts which 40 or 50
years ago were almost untouched by technical and industrial advancement,
Coming to this country without Finnish equivalents for the host of new things
they found here, they had to take over the English terms and modify them to
sult the peculiarities of Fimnish speech. Most of that generation had not
seen & threshing machine until they errived in America, Not meny were fae
miliay with trains until the day they left the home villege and took train
from the nearest railroad stetion to Helsinki or Hanko or some other see=
port city. Probably Finnish terms did exist for some of these new things,
but they hed not become & part of the daily speech of the people.

Most of the verb changes have been created by the American~born
second generation of northern Minnesota Finns, who use the English language

most of the time end teke short cuts when speeking Finnish. In urban dise
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tricts especially, English is the heme lenguage and children talk it most

of the time, while the parents will talk Finnish or a mixture of both. If
the parents are fairly young end progressive and have been exposed to the
English language for & long time, they may speak it almost exclusively. The
Finnish is occasionally teken off the shelf on speciel occasions and used
like a choice piece of chinaware at & wedding dimmer. In country districts,
on the other hend, Fimmish has & tendency to survive vigorously into the third
and fourth generations as it has at New York Mills end in scme other seolidly
Finnish commmities. There seems to be & consscious effort on the part of
the Finns to stert their off{spring on the Fimnish languege, knowing that
school will ween them away soon enough from the mother tongue. Many Sunday

schools sre still eonducsted in the Fimnish lenguage, in an effort to keep

alive the knowledge of Finnish as it should be spoken. This is the practise

also in church schools held during the summer months.

A trip through Minnesota will bring ome in contact with third end
fourth generation Finns conversing in pretty gooed Finnish, and there are some
Germen=Finnish and Swedish-Finnish crosses who by association have acquired a
smattering of Fimnish, sufficient for conversation. It would not be surprising
if, in & community like New York Mills, the language would persist through the
fifth and sixth generations, if only.in a corrupted Finglish form. De~
cendents of the original Finnish pioneers are populating the community rather
solidly, and infiltration (by outsiders end mixed merriages) are taking place
at a very slow rate. This community is en exception, but even there the fond
hopes of meny Finnish parents, that the Fimnish language should live on end
on, seem doomed to eventual diseppointment. In smaller and less well in-

sulated Finnish settlements the passing of the second generation will take
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with it the last knowledge of the language. If any of the third generation
can speak it intellipibly, he will be & men epart. It is estimated that

85 to 90 percent of the correspondents on the Fimnish language newspapers

are immigrent Finns, When they are goney with-them is likely to go the

1.
Pinnish-American progs with its free«for-all editorielizing and pungent

style.

)

1, Geoe M. Maki, Angors, Mimn,
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Sundays They Go To Church

Before the introduction of Christisnity--and indeed for long yeers
afteresthe Finns were & pagsn pecple, worshipping spirits shich lived in the
earth, the sky and the water., Almost every object that surrounded them, the
trees, the snimals of the deep forest, even the winds, had each its cwn special
divinitye.

The stery of these pagen gods end spirits is told in the Kalevala, a
curious blend of legénd and history. Christian dogma and even pagan Swedish
beliefs have been added until it is difficult now to isolate the original Finne
ish legends, Experts who have studled the epic, howsever, have given us a fairly
good sccount of the gods in whom the original Fimns placed their fn.ithfa

There was Uklko who ruled the elements, wielding the lighining flash
ae his sword and speeking with the voics of the thunder; he also watched the
growth of the crops and the well-being of the cattle, The red-bearded Ahto,
lord of the waves, end his wife, the besutiful foameveiled Vellamo, ruled the
sea and granted sucess in fi&hingf'? Tapio, god of the forest, wes en odd sort

of oresture, who wore a tall pine hat snd had tree moss for skin, His wife,

Heilllki . was onewho provided an omen with every change of clothing; when she

came to the hunter in golden ormements he could expect good mumting, but if she
wore withes he could count on & poor b ngfa Those two, Taplo and Meilliki, to=
gether were overlords to a large band of spirits who guarded the various enimels
and objects of the woodland, Likewise, the waters and the pastoral cccupations
each had its special divinitiea,

Minor spirits there were in countless numbers; every tree, every anie

86 Co. Je As Oppermann, The English Missioneries in Sweden and Finland, 28 ff.,
(!. Y-’ 19’37)' )

37. Ealevala, Crawford translation, Rune IX, XLVIII.

38 movl.h, Rune XIV,
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mal, in faect, every objeoct in nature, was supposed to have its protecting divine-
itys Every homestead, too, had its guardian spirit or haltie which resided in
the roof tree, and its tonttu or capricicus spirit vhich dwelt in the garret
or outhouses and had to be propitiated with offeringss And subordinate further
tc these special divinities were many sssorted gnomes, nymphs, giunis, elves,
dwarfs and the like, scme harmful, some helpful‘:’9

isi, the chief evil divinity, was held in such preat resmet by
the pagan Fimne thet Christian missionaries had to direct their hottest demune
clations at him before they could weslken his influence,

Sacrifices were regulerly offered to these dietiea; the first kill of
the hunter went to Tapio, the fisherman's first catech wes given tu the ruler of
the waterss Horses, sometimes even mem, were offered as aacrificeafl

Chrigtianity, we have seen, came with the Swedish Crusades begimning
in 1157 vnder Erik IX snd Bishop Henry, the martyr who became the patron saint
of Finland, But the Finns, & b%ll of Pope Alexander 11l tells us, were unrelie
able converts, When enomies threatened they were good Christians, asking that
missionaries be sent, as well as more earthly belp; when danger had passed they
habitually reverted to paganism and turned against their missionaries,s Then,
too, during these first years after the introduction of the Roman Catheolie faith,
there were wars and raids, firgt by the Swedish Cruseders egainst the Russians,
then reprisals by the Russians and Kerelians, with the Tavastiang of southern
Pinlend suffering the brunt of cach énvaaionfz

These penetrations by Russia brought the influence of the Greek Orthe

odox church inte Finland, butl two Swedish Crussdes, the first by Birger Jarl

38+ Oppermarm, inglish Misionaries,
40, EKalevala, fumes 1X, X1l: Oppermann, Emglish Missionaries.

4l, Oppermann, lish Hissionaries.
42. Oppermann, EEEIiis Wiss. onariess
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sgainst the Tavastians and the second a little later by Torkel Enutson against
the Karelians, subdued both tribes and foroed them to return to Roman Catholiw

cisms The Orthodox church was stifled, and today, despite the fact that the

Fims were under Russian domination for over & hundred years, only & negligible
. 45

fraction sdhere to the faith, These fow are almost all residents of Karelias,
ceded to the Russiens in 1940.

then the Reformation came to sweden, it swept also over the Fimmilsh
province, and the Luthersa faith, under Swedish bishops, bLecsme the dominant
religion of the lande It has been an extremely powerful foree in molding
Pinnish 1lifes Until themiddle of the 19th century, the church wasthe sole
sgency meking sny effort to teach the Finns to read and write. In addition to
spiritual direction, it provided the beginnings of educations

Vhen the liberal Russian Cear Alexander II gave freedom of religion
to the Fimns and released them from the monopoly of a state church, many broke
away from the traditiomal Lutheran faith end turned to pietism, the "religiom
of the heart rather than of the mind", Most femous of these pletist movements
was that of Vooar Lars levi Laestadius of northern Norwaye The Laestadian doe=
‘trine in Americe is identified with the Fimnish Apoltolic Lutheran Church, which
today is one of the largest Fimmish church bodies in the United State:s

The stories of the first Fimnish churches in Mimmesota have been told
in the histories of the various commmitiess Nost of the early Nimesota Finns
were followers of Leestadiuse Their services were held at first in the cabins

of settlersy =nd tiey had no ordained minister; settlers witgesome education or

some training in comfirmation schools conducted the servicess

43. Aleksi lehtonen, Church of Finlend (Melsinki, 1927) (translated).
44, Lehtonen, Church of Finlende

Lehtonen, Church of Finlende

Chapters I and 11,
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Because of the non-conformist doctrines of laecstadius, he was ex=-

cluded from the followship of other Luthersens end his followers were forced to

form their own orzanizations which they evemtually came to call “Apostolice”

The esisblishment at Cokato in 1870 of what appears to have been the first
Apostolio congregation in America has been relateds But the fowntainhead of
the Apostolic church todsy may be said to be located in Calumet, Hichigen, al-
though the name Apostolic Lutheran wams not adopted by the Calument congre;ation
until 1593? The Apostolic churches operated in the beglaning on a stristly come
grogational besis, but they veered toward tho fellowship conference system after
1908, when the first such conference was held in Calumet., In 1828 they resolved
to affiliate the various congregations into one church body under the name
fPinnish Apostolie I,uti;erm Church of America,”™ and the cunsolidation was accom=
plished the next ;ma.rf?
Broadly, though the poliecy of the Apostolic church remalns strictly

| ~——gongresational, on the theory that o much organization interferes with the
Holy Spirits Members practice extrems simplicity in their homss and their
churchose The latter heve mo orgens, no steoples, no attempt at extermal beau=
tye lay preachers conduct most of the services, and the only basic qualification
is that they be well versed in the Bibles other training is considsrod umneces
gary. Less than half a dozen of their ministers have been ord&inad?s In the
United States there are some 135 churches, and about 30 of these are in Hinne-
sois, with the largest at New York Mills, EKingaston, Cokato, Mimneapolis and Clow

49 80
guets The American Fimn today does not like to be called a Lasstadialainens

48A, Interview with Reve Eino Tuori, Duluth, Feb. 1940,

47« Privete commmication, Andrew Mickelson, Calumet, Michigan, Dec. 6, 1939,
48, Jorgenson, Fleisch and Nouts, The Luthersn Church of the World, 36l

49, Mickelson commmiocation, Dece G, 105Us

50« Interview with Einmo Tuori, Febs 1940,
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church ceame later, although il ls impossible

to detormine the exact datess It was the natiomal church of Pinland and closely

affiliated with the state, Its form of govermsent is synodical smd strongly
centraligzed, with the church, especially through the parish priest, exereoising
considerable suthority over the individuale But as to the Fimns who came to
this country, the bond between church snd state was broken, giving the dissident
seocts, like the Laestadians, the right to worship freely, and at the same time
foreing the Evangeliocal congregations to exist independently, without any central
body in controles

At Calumet the Evengelicel Lutherans bickered smong themselves in
petiy Jjuriasdictional disputes umtil in 1880, at a convocation of Evangelical
churches, the Finnish Evengelical Lutheran Church of America was incorporated
with contral headquarter at Hmeock, Michigan, But even here the dissension
did not ends Ome factiom, having lost its influemce in the incorporation, withe
drew with some 700 members from the Suomi Symod, Another faction, from entirely
different motives, refused to join the Suomi Symod, because it feared that the
autonomy of the various congregations would be ourbed as it was in Pinland,
This faction joined the Separatist movement, and in 1900 formed the Fimnigh
Bvangelical Lutheran National Church (commonly called the National Synod) with
headquarters at Ironwood, Michigane It iz a smaller body than either of the
other two Fionish churches, seriously hampered by itslack of pastorss The Suomi
Synod, lergest of the Fimnish churches, has 184 congretations in the U, 8., while
the National Synod has Sﬁfl |

There is little or no difference between the dootrines of the Suomi

end Hational Synodsy their gquarrel is almost entirely administrative, yet the

Bl. Jorgenson, Fleisch end Neuts, The Luthersn Church, 560, 361.
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rift persists and each supports its own churches and organizations. The Apos-
tolic Church, on the other hand, differs considerably from these two in its
basic tenets. Doctrinal differences, however, eare no longer a erucial issue
with meny Americen Fimns, for the adwnce of sophistication hasmade for greater

leniency in religious matters,

The churches have reflected the gradual Americamization of the Finne

ish people, Where at first all services were conducted in Finnish, many today
use the English lenguage exclusively, Of course there are still churches in
which the Finnish language predominates. In Brainerd and New York Mills, Eng=
lish services are held only once amonth, while in Middle River all regular ser=
vices are in Finnish, although the Luther League (Young Peoples' Society) uses
Englishs The drift to non-Finnish churches in some communities is a further
sign of a gradual weakening in the hold the Fimnish language and culture have

62
upon Finns in America.

52 Private communications, the Reverend M., Kortesmaki, Middle River, Nov, 8,
1959; dJohn F. Saarinen, Brainerd, Nov. 2, 1939
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Dowm With Demon Ruml

The Finn is a strange paradoxs he is the heaviest drinker and the
strongest temperance worker among all immigrant groupse Perhaps the first nate
urally leads to the seconds The rate of commitments for drunkemness among
foreign-born Fimns has been greater than that of any other foreign-born group
in the United Stgteif and yet no other people is so welle-known for its work
against drink,

The problem did not originate in this country; Finland has the same
trouble. There they took a typically Fimmish way to cut down on alechol con=
sunption; they declared drunkemness an act of high treasons But the edict was
accompanied by ngtural corrective measures. In many cases, excessive drinking
was found to be due to malnmutrition. Food and wholesome recreption were made
available to even the poorest wage earners, and classes in cooking and house=
wifery were organized in every school. Girls and women were fired with the
jdea that it was honorable and commendable to be good housewives and excellent
cooks, and in the schools children were taught that drunkemmess was as definitely
a disease as typhold and as severely to be avoidede IHealthy bodies, they learned,
were necessary to the nation if it was to avoid being Russianized, and sobriety
was lauded as & patrioctic virtue. From a nation notorious for its drunkemnmess,
Finland®s rate of alecohol consumption fell to a point lower than that of any
other nation in Europj&

Bub long before that, Fimnish groups in Anerica had espoused temperw
ance. The anti-loguor movement originated in Ashtabula, Ohio, which had a large

Fimish population. Nost of the men worked on the ore docks, and after a day of

53 Maurice R. Davie, VWorld Immigrations, With Special Reference to the United
. States, 272 (N. Yi, 1936).
54. "How)Th'y Made Temperance Easy in Finland", Literary Digest, 34, (Mey 14,
1921).
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rough, heavy labor, about the only form of diversion open to them was the kind
they could buy in bottles. Drinking on the doocks was well nigh wniversal, and
meny dockhands even carried qumrtqwrkti'bhﬁm.m

First among the ore handlers to make a move in the direction of total
abstinence wore the Finnse During the middie of the 1800%s a temperance society

wos establishod and Finns and Swedes took entiusiastic pavt in the movenmemtb,.

Their employor, doubtless yealising the wvalue of having men who did not drink,
56

erected a large hall for their use as a mecting place, library and gymasiume

From Ashbabula the movement spread to other commmities in the west.
nmcbmxyuttlw”tohmaitsm;@olnh liost of then were
in fact commmity cemters; besides the temperance mectings, ontertaimments were
held in these halls, and plays given, usually dramms with sore social or oducaw
tiomal significancee At first the Fimnish temperance movement aimed merely to
inculeate the wule of moderation in drinking, but later it ceme out {latfoctedly
for total abstinences At tho Sunday temperance meetings a member who had brolen
hhplodgemldoﬁmbambuolyulhdmm?

The methods adopted by tho temperanece societies for handling the
problen were often as wmorthodox as thoy were offectives At Colmto, one of the
society's problem childrem was a lmge Vayrmlend Fimn (native of Sweden) who 1iked
his liguor and defied the tompermnce scclety or anyone else 4o do anything eboub
its OUne ewening, very deep in his ocups, he decided to wreck the temperance
hall. Somgone yan shesd to warn the socletye. After a hasty conference, the
tamperance workers sent out a delepguntion %o head him offs Force was tocdangere
ous, so the delegation treated the rebel tofriondly drinks umtil by the time

58e¢ Vie Fremk HoClure, "The Fims se Anoricen Citiszens,® Ihe Chautauguen, 40:
247 (Jaxunry, 1908) '
HoClure, Finns as Americen Citizens, 247,

MoClure, Thms as Juworiosn Titizens, 240
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he reached the hall, they were ablo to disposs of him by putting hin under the
58

stoge whare ho promptly fell aslecps

The warious temperance sooietlos met together in State Fimnish Tua-
perance Conferemccs, which in tum sent dolegetions to & Natlonal Fimish Teme
POTIROC emmmbim.w Larpest of the tosperance groups was the Fimnish lgtional
Brothorhoed Tampermnse Association, which was organissd in 1800 with headguarw
tors ot lshpeming, Miohigan. At ome timg it had ovor a hundred local societios
affiliated, with noarly 10,000 moxbors inm alle The olmrches ofben acted as
temperance work agencics, following the Ambi-Seloon League model end temperenco
goclotlos thus 4id not usuelly exist o8 such whers thore was & strang ohuueh
orgnnizgtion to denl with 4o pmblmfo

The Finnish press supporfed the teoporance movenent strongly, end
the outspokem looal gorrespondonts, with finc dlsregaad for the 1ilel lawn,
drew moral losaons fyem individual cacose An D1y ocorrospondent, for emmuple,
nentioned & talonted bemd and orchestra losder and rmsician ly neme, related
howr ho hed baken to excossive drinking and had already served two terms in the
workshouses it grieved over the loos of his telento snd the pain he was briaging
his femily, and ended with a styong ploa for *;mpuzwmfl

Pt with the prohibition cmendment the movamat lost force, sad even
aftor thet apondment wes yopenled, thore wme little intereot In pevival of the

ebatinonee crusadee

68 Veornom Ge Darberg, Decembor, 1950
60s BSec 8ilirto Fobe 820, 1917 pe 3, oole 73 pe &, cole O3 Hare 2, 10173

Pe *
60, Worpelin, Amoricenisation of the Fimns, 152
6l Sirvboluisien, Tebe 0, TOI7, p» G, cols 3e
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FWewspapers in Finnish

Like most nationality groups in the United States, the Finns support
& rather substentisl list of newspapers mnd periodicals published in their owm
lenguages A motable factor in the support of the foroigﬁ-l:mgunga press is
thet meny ismigremts who in their own land soldom read newspapers become regular
roaders in this country of pepers published in the mother tongues The reason,
though, is feirly obvious. Lack of familiarity with the language of their new
neighbors tends to set up & barrier to easy gocinl relations, so that they have
to depend on their own press to maintaln contact with the culture and thought
trends of their adopted countrys As they progress toward assimilation, the
need for this form of liaison between the two cultures dlsappears, leading to a
graduel decline in the leanguage press as the group grows eway from the old counw
try and into the new, Since the native Fimnish culture is a tenaclous one,
this process 1s slower among the Finngs than smong other groupses

The first Fimnish newspaper in America was the Ameriksn Suomalainen

Lehti, published in Hancock, Michigan beginning in April, 1876. After a brief

existence it expired, and was followed in 1878 by Swen Duf'va, which lasted for

throe years before it, too, died from lack of sup -

The third Finnish newspaper in America was the first in ¥innesota;
4t 1s still in existence and is therefore the oldest Fimnish paper on the con=
tinents On July 4, 1879, Alex Leinonen published the first issue of his paper

st Duluthe Out of it, in 1895 grew the newspeper Siirtolainem (The Immigrant).

It is still published as a weekly, but the girculation is small, since the in=

terest of the owners is concentrated chiefly on their daily paper, Paivalehti
63
(meaning literally, Daily or Daily Paper)s

62, Wargelin, Americanigation of the Finns, 118,

63. Targelin, Tmerlcanization of the Fims, 118
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The next Pimish-Americen newspape r was algo printed in Minnesota,
the Uusi Hotimas (MNow Homeland), established in 1881 at Mimnncapolis by August

Bylunds Three yoars later Nylund moved his paper from Mimneapolis to Hew York
Mills, and in 1888 moved again to Astoria, Oregon, teking the neme of his paper
with him, although he sold the plant and equipment to Je We Lahde. The latter,

in the fall of the same year, started publicetion of the Ameriksn Suometar

(Americen~Fimn), a weekly, at New York Millse When Nylund meved hiu paper back
to New York ¥ills from the West Coast a few years later, the two publications

were mergeds The new Uusl Kotimae took on a radical complexion after the war,

especially in its support of Communist attempts to control the cooperatives,

and it gradually lost ground until in 1832 it finelly gave up the ghoste The
‘ 6é
plant was taken over snd the paper rensmed Mimnesotan Uutiset (Minnesota News).

There is one other Fimnish newspaper in Mimmesota, Industrialisti,

established at Duluth in 1917 to expound the redical theories of the Industrisl
Workers of the Worlds Today the I, We We has decayed to almost nothing, but it
still continues to support the paperfﬁ

Besides the publications mentioned, many others have been publishod
in Mimnesota, but for one reason or ancther--meinly lack of support, they have
disappeared againe Nowever, there sre two others, both published in Superior,
Wisconsin, whioch should be mentioned because of their large circulation and
influence in Mimnesota, One is _123_1_:_10_8_ (The Worker), o daily published every
morning except Sunday snd Momday, which has meny readers in Minnesota, It is

o
8 leftewing paper, and, with its eireulation of 11,960 (1940), resches a large

eudience,s The important role of :'_l}:gmioa in the founding of the Cooperative

64, Wargelin, imericanization of the Fimms, 119; Uusl Xotimaa, 1926=1530,
66, Paul Leketz, Crosby Brenmch of the Socialist Party Ms., Me We Pe files, (1938)
66+ Ayer's Guide to Periodicals 1940, N. W, Ayer and Son, Philadelphia.
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Central Exchange--later tc become the Central Cooperative Wholesale=-is a part
of the chepter on co-operativess Iyomies wes, from the beginning, the official
orgen of the Exchange, but during the conservative-radical split in 13929, the
paper supported the Commmists end refused to print wmouncements by the cone

servative group which had come into control of the cooperative, So, In 1923,

the weekly Tyovaen Csmstoitdntaleh% was founded in Superior by the Exchenge

to present its case to member Fimnse Today it has e larger oirculation (14,008)
68

then any other Pimnish langusge paper in Americns Much of 1its cireulation is
in northern Mimnesotla where the membership of the Central Cooperative Wholesale
is largely concentrateds

It has been cbserved that the Fimns have & greater mumber of redical
publicetions than axy other roce exceplt the Jawfg One writer, after casting
eside the possible explanstion that the Finns es a people are radical in thelir
leanings, advances the opinion that the large mumber of loftist papers is due
to the fact that it 1z the lster comers among Fimmish immigrents who are strong=
1y Soeislist; the bulk of the lmmigrants, conservative or liberal, are so thorw
oughly Americanized that they no longer need & press of thelr cmzo

Like the mejority of foreignelanguage pressos, the Fimnish periodie
oals in America have hed a hard time. Nore than 100 have sppoared from time to
t!m':lhut most of them were short-lived, for there are only 20 periodicals
listed in 18402 1 in Massachusetts, 6 in Michigen, S in ¥ionesota, 3 in New

72
Tork, 1 in Ohio, 1 in Oregon, &in Wisconsin and 3 in Canadae

87. 3“ Chtp‘b‘l’ n.

68. BEditor and Fublisher Internatiomal Yearbook for 1838,

69. Robert E. Park, quoted by Wargelin, merieaniution of the Finns, 123,
T0s ﬁnrgnlin, Amoricenization of t.ho Fi.nm 128,

Tle r c on O 122.

T2e gar’i Cui Scm, Fhiledelphia,
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« LIBERAL OR BRADICAL?

In general, the Finns who came to Minnesota before the late 1690's
had gravitated te locelities in which they were able to buy reasonably good
lend for their ferm homes. The great mejority of them, moreover, hed come
from a Finland in which no sharp social or economic conflicts had arisen, and
in which & democratic political consciousness was barely begimning to flower.
The transition was not a difficult one for them. They beceme, as & rule, sate
isfied Americen landowners, principally concerned with the development of their
own ferms and only faintly interested, if at all, in popular movements directed
toward sociel chenge. True, they had the netive liberalism of all Finnish
people, but their progressiveness tock such natursal, non-vioclent forms as
enthusiastic support of the coocperative movement.

Beck in Finlend, though, a decade or so before the turn of the century,
important and ferereaching forces were slready beginning to operate. Uhile
its economy even todey is predominantly egricultural, Finland's other indus-
tries are by no means negligible, and there is & large wege-earning class,
Around 1890, the country experienced e minor industriel revolution, attended
with e good deal of unemployment, dissatisfection and unrest. During the
severe economic crisis of 1892-3, the lebor movement which was destined ulti-
metely to sweep the netion begem to take its first timid hold upon the people.
A yeer later, during Jenusry of 18864, there were food riots in Helsinki. By
1895 conditions hed essed slightly, but the trade union idea was elready firme-

ly entrenched and it continued to grow vigorously.
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Ae Czar Nicheolas II persisted in his pelicy of oppressive Russi=
fication, the people united in e series of orgenized protests that finally
culminated in the general strike of October 30, 130L, issting tor one week.
So complete was this expression of popular resentment against the FRussien
policy that even the policemen were on strike}.

Dissension existed, not only between the Finns end Russians, but
also betwsen Finnish workers and Finnish cepital which, as alweys in the
early stages of a labor movement, interpreted the proposal to organize worke
ers for collective bargaining as a vicious threat against the entire ecapitale
istic systems So it met threat with threat and strove to beat down even the
reasonable demands of workers. There were labor protests in the eities, and
riots among the peasants in the eountry, which were brutally put down by
Inndlords?' After the usual fashion in politico-social conflicts of this

sort, the result at first was to render the conservatives still more re-

actionary, and to drive the workers and peesants in varying degrees toward

the left. Thus the chasm between workers and capitalists widened and deepe
ened until it led finally to armed confliet - the Civil Wer which ended in
July 1919 with victory of the White army over the Red Fimns, Since then
some 20 years of democratic govermment have weakened the radical movements
28 suppression never could have done, The united fromt with which Finlend
met the Soviet invaders in 1939 was proof enough that Cormunism was no
longer a power in that country.

s —

1. Vilmi, Otto, Eerly History of the Development of the Finnish Labor Move-
ment; Background of the Finnish Civil War, edited by Arne Halonen,
(Trensleted by Alfred Beckmen).

2. Ibid.
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But this unifying influence of & moderate form of govermment was
not yet felt at the turn of the century. The Finns who were coming to
Hinnesota around the year 1900 had left Finland in the dewn of its pol-
itical ewakening, & Finlend in which olass conscicusness was just beyimne
ing to find a foctholds They ceme to the Arrowhead just in time to be
caught in the upsurge of & similar wave of labor unrest in the Range coumtry,

It was not political rediealism mlone which led the Finns of the
Arrowhead to take a prominent part in this new conflict. For one thing,
there was the added factor of their difficulties with the English language.
They could not communiec:te readily with their new neighbors snd in con-
sequence tended to be driven back in upon themselves. They grew more clanne
ish even than the sverage new immigraent group, &nd more suspicious of out=
siders, They were put to work in the ore pits and lumber csmps under fore=
men who bellowed orders in a strange tonguej neturally, they were slow to
obey commands which they scarcely understood, snd were thereupon set down
by their impatient employers as a stubborn, recalcitrant people.

"Stubborn as an army mule" is a phrase often applied to the Fimm,

The description lacks justification, The Fimn is not stubborn as a mule =
k3

not quites But he is usually in dead earnest about something or other,
and he is a born crusader. Give him a cause, preferably & hopeless cause,
and he will be happy in & sober, dogged sort of way.

Such o esuse, rendymade, awaited the Finns who ceme to the Mimme-
sota Arrowhead. Almost immediately they grappled with it, and the resulte

ing struggzle made laber history in the Northwest,

* A Duluth Finn to whom this menuseript was submitted for approvel suggested
that this statement needed to be qualified. He was ssked to supply his ocwn
amendment, snd replied as follows: "There mey be here and there & Finn who is
not quite as obstinste s the stubbornest mule I ever saw., In fairness to other
mules, though, 1 ought to say that Pete wes no ordinary snimel in that respect.”
Vaino Konga, June 10, 1940,
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These Finns, remember, hed & more militant background of political
philesophy then those who had settled in the older Mimnnescta communities.
Too, they had here to becoms cogs in en imperious sand often cruel industrial
mechine, Instead of farming lend of their own, es they would have liked te
do, they had to go to work in the iron mines and lumber campse

Conditions in the lumber camps were bedj the food was poor, there
were no sanitation messures or fecilities, the men lived in bunkhouses where
the bunks were cften so narrow that they hed to orewl in from the ends; end
pay was acantyf. Conditions in the iron mines were equally bed. The work
was dengerous, for st that time safety measures were almost uninown. Veges
were low, end most of the mines opersted cn a contract basis to which men
objected strenucusly. The threat of silicosis wes ever present and the
preventive devices which are commonly employed nowadays were then unheard
of. Added to &1l that was the fact that work was seesonsl in most of the
mines, for the great pits of the Mesabl were open to the weather, and each
year when winter ceme snd the ground frosze, work hed tc be suspended until

4.
the following springe Consequently the miners had to live through the

winter on the wepes earned during the summer months. And since these eamn=-

ings were usually §2.25 a dey or less, there was little chance to accumulete
eny substantiel reserve during the working seascn, especially for the miner

who wes heed of & family,

T. Interview hldrich Kneki, Luluth, 10803 Andrew Wirts, Duluth, 1938,
4o %mien various erticles during strike. Interview with John Hautals,
! o
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There had already becn one strike in Duluth before the close of
the 18th century, culminating in bloody battles between police and leborerse.
Iwo Finns were fetally shot., The strike had been called in an effort to get
contractors to raise wages 25 cents per day above the {1,560 rate which was

standerd at the time, Munieipal suthorities fought the strike and the

Duluth Daily Tribume spoke of the strikers in its news stories as though

they were outlaws, But that was in July 1889, a day when the fundemental
philosophy of laboyr organizetion and the institution of the strike were cone
sidered dangerous and seditious over a large part of the ccuntry. Speciel
police and the militia crushed the strike, with overy demand of the workers
still un.etiariedf.

It is difficult to sappraise the importance of this strike eas a
part of the general labor movement in the Arrowhead regione Certainly it
did nothing to esse the tension between leborers and employers, and it is
very likely that a good deal of the mnimosity thet charscterized lester
strikes sprang from this one. Since both of the workers killed were Finns,
it is a good guess that a considerable number of Finns must have been ine
volved, and thet alreedy, at that early date, they hed become active par-
tieipants in the lebor controversies of their new home country.

The strike of 1880 inwvelved only one city end was concerned with
& local problems But by the first decade of the 20th century, labor umrest

had spread over a much lerger territory, fillin; the Ircn Ranges with a

general feeling of resentment ageainst the mine operatorss The United Steel

Be Duiuth Deily 1ribune, various issues July S-14, 1889,
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Corporation had grown into & huge combine which contrelled the irom industry
from the mines end pits of Mimmesota to the smelters in the east, embrecing
on the way the fleet of ore boats which connected the twoe In Himnesots its
mines and its holdings of ore land were incorporated in a subsidiary, the
Oliver Iron Mining Company, which controlled & major portion of the irem
deposits of the stata.'

Upon this eolossus was focused the 1lle-will of the miners. It was
sccused of keeping wages down, of instituting the hated contract wage system,
of hiring thugs and gunmen to bresk strikes emd protect its property, and of
importing Furopesn labor to provide a constant reservoir of cheap menpower
at minimum weges, There wes undoubtedly some truth in the charges; cheap
lebor is naturally a tenet of monopolies, just as high wages are the gospel
of the labor movements

There were scattered strikes on the Renge and in the surrcunding
lumber campse In July 1907 some of the workers in the Johnson S. Wentworth
sewmill at Cloguet went out on strike, asking for en inecrease in dsily weges
from 2,05 to §2,25. The mill wes not shut down, but three of the strikers,
ell Fimms, were badly beaten up without = so the labor paper's story goes «
the least bit of provocationz.

But there were bigger things in the eair then just a strike at &
single sammill, At Duluth the ore dock workers, long dissatisfied with their

daily wage of $2.25 for day lebor and §2,50 at night, presented their grievances

Ge I‘t:lwel'.l, [0 ciles VOls 4, ChEpe 1, uncer subtitle “"Combinations of Mine
Owpers”, ppe eb=4]1, discusses the Steel Trust ownership of Minmn. ilines.
7. Tycmies (Superior, Wise.) July 11, 1907.
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end demended an increasse of 25 cents & day. They were refused, the ccmpany
claiming that they had agreed to work et the old wage until November 1. The
workers admitted that they hed discussed such a pact, but it hed never been
reduced to & written sgreement, and there the issue reached a deadlock. On
July 15 the morning shift did not go to work, snd the ore docks were deserted,
with no ore tumbling through the chutes into ore boﬂtlf.

The company met this development by sending their boats over to the
Superior side, to load at the Allouez docks, and up the North Shore to Two
Harbors. The strikers sent a delegation to Two Herbors, end induced the dock
workers there to join the strike. Two or three deys leter the Allouez docks
shut down too, and ore cnece more cessed to movef. The strike settled down
to & question of whether the United States Steel Corporestion could go withe
out ore for its smelters longer then the strikers could survive the stoppege
of wages,

Up to that point the protest had been sponteneous, without union

leadership. But the Western Federstion of Miners, then perhaps the most

eggressive labor union in the west, took charge of the strike, and begen

systemstic organization of the workers,

From the docks, the strike spread back to the mines. In addition
to s wage increase, the workers now asked slso for an sight=hour day, end
for abolition of the sontraect and bonus system of mining, On July 20 the
miners swamed out of the pitss Two days later there was hardly a steam
shovel or & man at work in Hibbing, Mountain Iron or Chisholms The Westem

€, 1bid, July 10 Duluth News Iribune, July 10, 1907, Pe Se
9 ﬁomiec. July 16, 19; Duluth F_ﬂ Tribune, July 18, ps 3s
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Federation of Miners sent Tepilo Petreila, a short, heavy-chested Italian
who had succeeded in partislly organizing the copper miners at Calumet,
Michigen, to teke cherge of the strike on the llesabi Renge., Petreila, master
of three languages, was an extremely able orgeanizer. Nervous and voluble,
he held complete control over the strikers under his cam:xnd.lo.

The Fimns have been oslled the most enlightened miners on the
renge at that time, There was & strong Socialist group among them who, it
was seid, were responsible for inviting the Western Federation of Miners to
take charge of the strike. It was further charged that their chief objective

was to create discontent among the m'ners end that they were more interested
11.
in gaining recruits for Sccialism then in winning the strike. There may

be some truth in this claim, but it seems open to question that so many men
with families to support would strike for the sole purpose of gaining con=
verts to a cause. It tekes a fanatic to risk hunger for himself end his
femily.

The strike embraced much of the Mesabli snd Vermillion Ranges. From
12.
the steel trust effilistes, it spreed to many private mining eompaniess

"Citizens meetings®™ were held at Ely snd Eovey, end at the latter town these
"oitizens” reached the decision that & strike wes unnecessarye. They refused

to recognize the Western Federstion of Mimers and cbjected to the use of the
13.
red flage The miners at Eveleth, however, left the pits, and joined the

strike, while at Viyginias, Chisholm, Hibbing, Mountein Iren end EBiwabik all
14,
the mines were closed downe

10. iren Brew, p. 152 Holbrooke

11, Theney, Chese By "A labor Crisis end a Governor®, Outlock, Vol. 885,
May 2, 1908, p« 25-30.

12, emies, July 27, 1807,

13. €8y Jﬂl}’ 27, 1907.

14. end News Tribune, verious issues,.
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At Hibbing, a meeting of 2000 eitizens in the Powers Opera House,
in en all=inclusive resolution, denounced the strike ss "uncalled for snd
wholly wmecessary, and against the express wishes of 75 per cemnt of the
men themselves, demended protection for those who wented to work and ex-
tolled the luxuries of civilisation and individusl froedow:s.

In Bovey end Colersine on the extreme western edge of the Mesabl
Range strike agitators were threatened with tar and feathers. A mass
meeting of 1,000 men, mainly "officiels, business men end train men", de-
nounced the Western Federation of Miners es & "Criminel orgenization”.
"The blood red emblem of snarchy is barred at Virginia by Meyor Williem
Eaton, who promises enforcement of its prohibition. He will also see that
anarchistic utterances are curbed"” « this is the Duluth News Tribune speak-

16,
ing. This peper, as might be expected, was consistently antagonistic to

the miners' cause, and made little pretense of objectivity, even in its

news stories of the strike.

gx'émiu. Finnish Socizlist newspaper published just mcross the

herbor in Superior, Wisconsin, was equaelly es bissed in its reports as the

News Tribune, but et the other extreme. (It corrcborated the News Tribune's

charges of Socialism, but did it proudly.) Oftentimes the veriance between
reports of the same happening in the two papers wes ludiorous. Thus, the

News Tribune, in a dispatch beering & Hibbing date line for July 24, seid:

"dembers of the Western Federstion of Hiners gave a pertinent
exarple of the rowdyism, vendelism end irresponsibility which charscterige
the ects, deeds end history of the orgeniszetion, et Chisholm lest night

15, Duluth News Tribune, July 28, 1907«
16, Ibid.
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when they broke three expensive stained gless windows in the Romen Catholie
church end sent a rock through & window in the Methodist churchs « + »
Citizens who were returning home lete last night sew a erowd of drunken
strikers welking aleng the roed in fromt of both churches . « « and heard
the orash of bresking glasﬂ‘.'

Although the News Tribune admitted that the priest of the Cathelie

church refused to say he thought the windows hed been broken by members of
the Western Federstion of Miners, it pointed out thet the church was sttend-
ed by meny Austriens, who refused to strike and were heted by the Fimns and
"other foreigners".

The Tyomies sccomnt of the sems episode might refer to sore en=

tirely different events

August 1 « = "heve not the Chisholm bosses done enough falsifying?
Their last statement, lest week said thet strikers broke & window of the
Catholie church, but the bosses made an error, for it was sccidentally broken
by a bullet, intended for & couple of workers, while a street was being
opened.” (tranulntod)fe.

Among the Virginia miners, ZZE” fies snncunced, nearly every Finn
19«
had joined the strike by the end of July, The "Austrisns" were the biggest

non=union factor, the term Ausirien meaning, for the most part, Serbs, Croats,
and any other subjects of the cld Austro-fungerien empires The Fimns were

the most ardent strikers, for long after the Italiens end Austrians hed

sickened of the strike and were going beck to work, they held fast,

The militency of the Finns in their reaction to the high~handed-
ness of the deputies is well illustrated in the tonme of a typical story from

emies:

17« HNews iribune, July 20.

184 égmiel. IUE. 3s 1807.
1% o
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"COLORADO'S DREADFUL EVENTS BEGIN ANEW IN MINNESOTA

"50 Fimns jeiled im Hibbing and other pleces where they are en-
gaged in strike, charged with trespassing on mine propertye.

"Gun dberrels dance the "imericen Freedom' dance in the faces of
*foreigners,' so that they would learn to understend *Ameriean
Freedome?
"Eibbing, Auge S5th - Finns are herded to the jeils, from homes
and from the streets. Today after 2 o'clock, gathered together arcund $0

of the ecity's policemen and saloon spittoon cleaners, drunks, or whatever

11k they were, with Winchester rifles, under the commend of the sheriffs

and company superintendents. They went to the Finnish locetions; they en=

tered three buildings, them with rifle directed at the men, ordered, and
drove them to jeils Those who balked at the shrill orders were hit and
probed by the muzzles of the gunse While this march to the jall was going
on, there formed & large crowd of citigens to look one They didn't remem-
ber thet it was prohibited to form a crowd on the street of the town., At
the door of the jeil three thiciknecked Finns mede some resistence ageinst
the "bullepen' teectics employed by the 'suthorities,' but again the gun
hendles landed on the boys' necks. That that crowd merely locked on only
added to the turmoil, It was &ll planned to prompt the Finns to use clubs
in sn atteck, snd so effect a condition requiring the sending of natlonal
guards to the iron-range.

"There were 19 in all brought in that bunch, all were Finnse. Of
these 15, two were not members of the union.

"At 3330 these butcher gusrds brought § Finns from soross the
street from the jeil, then went to & private business place, He Vuopl and

Ve Harju, end took 3 more men.
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"It was & joke to witness an occurrence when three police led cne
Finn to the jeil, Neer the jail, s soon as this men lifted :is hends, ime
medietely the ;uns were poked on hime

"comrade De Angeriss and seversl cthers were set free lnmedistely,
for they did not dare keep them. Right now, they sure are trying every
trick to spur them onto ettack, but are themselves becoming in plicated when
the tire cores for en explanation es to the origin of ell & 13?;

Viewed at this distsnce, the ections of the mine cwners end oper-
stors seem in meny esses to heve been rether sutoeratie and indefensiblees
Iron dominates the Arrowhead countrys When the mines ere opercting, there
is prosperity for slmost everycne - reilroads, workers, reteil merchents,
the building tredes - whether or not they work directly in the ore industry;
when the mines are idle, the region sinks beck into seedy somnolence. It
is not surprising, then, that the mine operators exercised a powerful influe
ence and thet lew enforcement showed definite biss in thelr favors

Specisl deputies were recruited, meny of them amcng the citizens
of Bange towns. In Ecvey alone 500 men were deputized to protect the mines
of Bovey, Colersine end Taccnite sgeinst “trouble".zlit Neshwauk 150 depu=
ties were swomm infa.vhile at Eveleth e meeting of business men ukad.khyor
Jesmore to eppoint 50 more speciel policemenj the mayor agreed and the 50

were appointed, seid the Duluth News Tritume, "to work with the 100 deputy

sheriffs who heve been in the ecity the last couple of weoks « « « The
police will be stationed at all roeds leading out of the eity end will be
instructed to turn beck any undesirable citizens who may seek entry to this

town a8 well as to keep in all who might try to interfere with the working
23.

of the mines,"

!'6- msmies. Au{. 10. lgw-

2le ;;;ews Tribune, July 25, 1807,

22« 2 Alle l. 1907«

23, Ibid
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The News Tribune slso reported that 200 Springfield rifles were being held

"in readiness st the /Duluth 7 Central police steticn to be sent to the
Fenge at & moment's notice should any trouble bresk out emong the ntrlkor;“.
The strikers, sttempting to gein reoruits and to picket mines still
operating, went from mine to mine eand from tomn to town. They were stopped
by deputy srmies and refused the right te travel on publie hig}mylfﬁ.lt
wos inevitable, with so meny srmed men, many of them inexperienced and
nervous, that there should be scmo violences There were several instances
of shootings and clubbings, with many strikers injurad.zfithough no deaths
ocourred that were directly treceable to the strike. The strikers, in their
turn, were sccused of intimidation end acts of violence, end seversl of them,
g1l Finns, were tried st Duluth for threatening to blow up the house of &
woman who boﬁrdad strike bmhrhz?.l‘t is impossidble toc kmow precisely

where the truth lies in most of these ineidents, with the lews Tribune,

wholly in sympethy with the steel interests, giving one version, end the
violent ngniea telling quite snother storye. Almost a yeer after the strike
wes sottled & more or less impartiel discussion included this comments “The
fect is siznificent thet throughout the strike the only herm done to persons
wes inflicted by ermed deputies on fleeing foreigners who failed to under-
stand their orders to haiz;. /

¥eny of the deruties were profelsﬂi-oﬁ;ala,, brought from outside the
state, in defience of a Minnesota law whieh prohibited such practioces.
Tybmies referred to them as "Pinkertons" but we have no proof thst it was
the Pinkerton ageney which furnished theme Many of these men were depu~

tized by the sheriff of St. louvis County.
Té. Tigws ITitune, July 20, 1007«

25. ;gmie.' Auzu.t 10. 1907.

26e s Alfe 10. 15. 51; lows Tﬁb‘m“ July 23. A‘ls. 10. 15. _ej.. .‘_}_.
27. News Tribune, Auge 9, P« B

28, Cheney, Ope cite
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Storekeepers in many instances took active pert against the strike,
refusing the striking miners credit ?-0: and credit was a vital concemn to
the strikers now that they were earning no moneys In Hibbinz,l .Chiuhoﬁ.mﬁ
Hountain Ironfa;he union opened its own cooperative stores to supply food
for the miners. The first collections to finance the Hibbing store netted
$1,000, end within two days the establishment wes opersting. A crowd of
business men end police gathered in front of the building snd demended that
it be closed. This order the workers refused, whereupon the crowd, lacking
any authority or right to enforce such & demend, dispomd.“.

But for all the enthusissm of the strikers, the strike did not
spread to the entire Rsnge, snd the first omen of its collapse appeared
when the dock workers reached sn agreement with the companies on July 31,

and the next day returned to work at West Duluthe The sgreement was &

compromise, with coneessions on both sidese The companies agreed to recog-

nize the Internaticnal Longshoremen's Union, to raise wages at the end of
two months (when the shipping seascn would be almost over) from §2.,25 to

§2,50 per day, to hold a joint meeting between compeny end union repre-
36
sentatives every January 10 to set weges for the emnsuing year.

Workers now begen trickling back to the mines, slthough the Fimns,
slmost to & men, remained out, There were some Finns emong the strike-
breskers, but they were in e very small minority. On August 15 a trainloed
of 300 strikebreskers, most of them belonging to the mixture of Balkan races

39. gm _Trim. Aug. 1. g. iz. Igﬁ’.
304 TEC’!R’.B.. Auge 3, 1807,

31. '1(1

s2, Tbid

38, Ibid

34, 1bid

35 1bid - News Tribume, Auge 1, 1907,
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ealled "Austriens”, was brought in by the U. S. Steel Corporation end dis-
36e
tributed emong the mines in the Hibbing district. A few deys later 200
e
Polish strikebreskers were brought into Eveleth. Appearently many of these

newcomers had not been informed of the true situstion end, when they

38.
arrived, were persuaded to join the strikers at once, However, as more
ocutside men were brought in, the strikers, foreseeing the possible permanent

loss of their jobs, began to straggle back to worke

The Federation sent for the famous Mother Jones to rally support
39

end rouse enthusiassm, but it was e forlorn hopes _!x‘gm__i;l_ refused to admit

that the strike wes lost, or even weakening, though the Uusi Kotimsa of

New York Mills reported early in September that only & few Scclalists re-

mained on ltrikofc.on the other hand the Socislist paper insisted that the
strike was & success es late as November, but by the end of that month the
cause was abandoned.

The strike gained the workers nothing, and it cost the Fimns a
greet deel, From then om, they were graduslly weeded cut of the mines,
especially the members of the younger and more ardent Socialist olement,
Fimnns were bhoklistedtl;nd meny of them, umable to get work, drifted
back into the woeds, to chop out cleerings in the boulder-strewn cutover
lend.

The strike of 1907 settled no problems The workers were left
with the same grievances snd an intensified hatred for the steel cor-
porstion, Future troubles were inevitable =- and they ceme to & head nine
years leter, in 1516,

3'6' ﬁ“'?ﬂbﬁﬁo. Auge 16‘ 1007 «

57 1bid Auge 20, 1907,

38, Trid.

38« Ibia Auge 19, 1807,

4Cq omies, Sept. 12, denying this report,

41. eney, obe cits pe 28+ Interview with John Wate, Superior; Andrew liirte,
Duluth, Wmns
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There had been sporadic disturbsnces in those nine years, but
they were essentially hopeless gestures, and the operators were too power-
ful to be frightened by gestures. All the cld compleints remained: woges
were low, the hated contract system persisted, the work was hagardous in
the extreme end fatal sccidents were cormone. 4And the steel corporation
stubbornly refused to discuss these grievences with representatives of the
miners.

Some rether importent changes had occurred on the Renges in those
nine years. By now the Western Federstion of Miners had lost its radieal
complexion to such an extent thet it wgs the only miner's union recognized
by the Americen Federation of Labortz.rho Industrial Workers of the World,
commonly eelled the I, We W. or "Wobblies", had fellen heir to the forceful
philosophy of the Western Federation. "Big Bill" Haywood, fommer president
of the We Fe of Mep had succeeded to the secretary~tressurership of the
1. We We This redicel organization was strong during the years Europe was
embroiled in war, end its orgenizers and agitators traveled over the netion,
(usually in bex ocars) orgenizing, fomenting dissatisfaction end unrest, and
then moving on again,

¥eanwhile, the resl leadership in the labor movement on the Renges
hed pessed from the Finns to the conglomeration of southeastern races which
had been celled "Austriens” during the 1907 strike, lMeny of the leaders
were the seme men who hod come as strikebreskers at that time; now that the
promise of high wages had proved illusory, they in their turm were growing

428,
rebellious.

42. New Republic, Vole O, Septs 1016, p. 1083 The Labor World, Vol. 23,
June %4. 1916, pe Ge

42a, Cothren, mud:m Be "When Strikebreckers Strike" The Survey, Vol. 36,
Auge 33, 1916
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Following the strike of 1907, oppoeing currents of political
thought hed split the Fimng into two campss Ome group preached the wisdom
of combining pelitical with economic organizetion for the improvement of
working conditions. This wes the stand of the Sceialist movement, the
Socialist FPinns forming about 15 per cent of the 12,000 minarltzb;he ine
dustriel Workers of the World, on the other hand, advocsted the purely
syndicelist theory of industrisl unionism; they inclined toward "direct
action” at all times, regardless of the political factors involved, Both
groups weged powerful and vigorous membership cempaipgnse The Socialists

organiged lccel entertaimments end meetings, end participated in state

nndrnntioml political campaigns. They alsc took the leed in the orgsn-

ization of the consumers' cocperative associations. As for the syndieslist
groups, they shunned all such sctivity, concentrating entirely on their
lqbo;j union problems, and meking ready for the clash with the mine oper=
ators which they regerded as inevitable. y

During the spring and summer of 1913, the Industrial Workers
of the World began to solicit membership on the Cuyuna Renge. At the seme
time a labor controversy arose involving two underground mines, the Huchem
of Crosby snd the Kemnedy of Cuyuns, The Socielist leaders end organizers
were quick to realize thet unless they provided the necessary lesdership
and guidance, their influence in labor circles wes almost sure to be o=
clipsed by the aggressive tactics of the I, W, We Consequently they opened
negotietions with the mine owners for & reduction in working hours and an

42b, 1vid.
43, Tinnish newspapers of the times: zi'omiet. Soclalisti, Siirtolainen,

Uusi Kotimae.
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hourly wage ineresse. After a week or more had passed with no adventages
gained, employees of the two mines called & special meeting at which they
decided by ballot to declare & complete welkout, This strike lasted two
months, at the end of which & compromise was reached ewarding the strikers
2 slight increase in pey and a reduotion in working hours.

This strike wes followed by & short business and industriel re-
cession which eontinued until the begimning of the World War, During this
period the Socislist orgenization begen to disintegrate repidly. In May
1915 it chenged its neme to the "Finnish Socielist Society". This action
met with strong opposition from non-Fimnnish members of the party, end as
e result meny withdrew and joined the I. W, We By 1916 the roil of the
Socialist party hed dwindled to some twenty members, and in 192] the Fiin=
ish Soelelist Society di;bandodfa’

In April of 1916 ceme the first feint hint of real trouble ==
scarcely more then & whisper -- when fiery Elizeabeth Gurley Flymn, an orgen-
izer for the I, W, W., moved across the Mesabl Range, addressing meetings
of enthusiastic miners at Aurors, Eveleth, Virginias, Chisholm and Hibbing
without interference by the mauthorities, Indeed, it is doubtful if the
steel corporation knew what was going on until after she hed left the rang:t.

Elizabeth Gurley Flymn had a record as & firebrand end a sucoessful
orgeniger; she had been chiefly responsible for a wild strike of lumber-
jacks, harderock miners, and other workers in Spoksne, end she had been a

45,
lesder in the lLawrence "revolution" in Messachusetts.

34, Tolbrook, Ope oit., Ppe Lo5-104,
d44e. Psul Leketz, Crosby, Mimnn,, Dec, 14, 1938,
45, Cothren, Marion Be, "When Strikebreskers Strike" The Survey, Vols. 36.
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Almost two months of quiet followed her departure, and then on
June 2 the workers et the St. James mine in Aurora suddenly dropped their
tools end walked out. There was no violence, and the welkout came as &
surprise to the mine operstors. The miners in the St, Jemes workings had
& speciel grievence against the contract system, and their demends were
for complete sbolition of the system, with straight wages of §3.00 per day
in dry workings and $3,50 in wet, They claimed that their wages had been
everaging less then $2,00 per day. The mine owners countered with the
claim that the minimum wage was §2.90 a day, while good workers could earn
morotG.A report rendered afterward by the State Labor Commission partially
substantisted the operators' cleim by saying that when, at the end of the
month, the miners' wages hed turned out to be far under the "minimm", ad=
ditigual allowances had been suthoriszed to bring the average up to between
$2,50 and £3,00 a dey. In any event, such adjusiments as were made were
considered unsstisfactory by the miners and their protest finally eulminated

47,
in the June 2 strike at the St. Jemes mine,

This welkout spreasd the seme day to the Miller mine in Aurors, and

then swept westward over the Range, with workers swerming out of the mines
across the entire Mesabi. Although "Wobbly" orgsmiszers were reported to
heve I. We We members plented in each mine as early as February, there were
ne locsls on the Range, end when the St. Jemes walkout ceme, it was to all
intents end purpcses & wholly sponteneous expression of the miners' dis-
satisfection with the eontract system. Immediately after the strike had

6. Tuluth Herald, June b, 1910e
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started, though, the I, Ve Ws took charge, femned dissatisfection inte
overt action, snd assumed complete leadership as the strike spreed westward
across the rtmgefs.()n June 6th, Arthur Boose, en I, W, We organizer, came
to Aurora to help promote organiszed action. A meeting wes e¢alled end the
strikers formuleted their demends, which included & minimum day wege of
§3.,00 in dry workings and {3,580 in wet, the complete discontinueance of con=
trect work, e straight 8ehour work day, with the miners entering and leeving
the mine on compeny time, semi-monthly payment of wages, abolition of the
Seturday night shift, but with full payment of weges for night shift workers
on that night, ground-top workers to be paid §2.75 a day with en E«hour day,
and the egreement thet if a man quit or wes discharged, he must be paid off
imnmedistely. The snswer of the employers was & foregone oconclusiong ‘:l;:gy
flatly rejected the demands end refused even to treat with the I. We .m :

Three deys later, when & band of seversl hundred strikers began
a merch from Aurcra to Biwabik to try to persusde miners in that towm to
join them, they were met by Sheriff Meining of 8t. Louis County and a party
of deputies, who arrested and jailed Boose and & dozen strikers on charges
of ineiting to riot and resisting anthorityfo.

The lines of the struggle formed quicklye The I. We We tock
charge of the strikers, while the Oliver Irom Mining Company with its private
guards and the sheriffs of 8t. Louis and Itesea Counties with their deputies
did everything in their power, often resorting to illegal measures, to put
down the strikers. OGovernor Burnguist geve his full approval to the efiorts
of the mine police and sheriffs' deputies to bresk the strike, He sent the

following telegrem to Sheriff Meining:

48, Duluth leraid, Auge 16, 191Ge
49, Socielisti, June 10, 1916, pe 23 Duluth Herald, June 9, 1916,
50. Socielisti, June 19, 19163 Duluth Hereld, June 8, 1916,
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"Arrest forthwith end take before magistrate, preferably in Duluth,
ell perscns who have perticipated end are participating in riocts

in your county and meake compleints ageinst them.

"Prevent further breaches of the pesce, riots end unlewful essemblies.

"Use all your powers, including the summoning of posse, for the pre-
servation of life and property.

"The violetion of laws in St, Louis County must be stopped at once.

“J. Le A Buqu:il§
Governors" 6l

The telegrem virtually geve Meining carte blanche, and set the stage

for inevitable lewless ects by undisciplined specisl police and deputies as
the strike progressed.

Following the seme course of sction as in the 1907 strike the Duluth
pe .ors took & violently snti-lsbor position, condemming every astion of the

strikers, ard condoning those of the authorities, while the Finnlish ncwspepers,

Tyomies end Socielisti were, neturally, es srdently pro-strike. Tycmies did

not approve fully of the I. We We, but accepted it as the only sourece of btadly
52.
needed organizetions Even the A, Fe of L. puper, Lebor World, after dencunce
63

ing the I, We W., gave its support to the strike.

By contrast with the 1907 strike, citizens of the Range towns were
this time generally in sympathy with the strikers. Representatives of strik-
ing miners met on July 7 with offieiels of the various Renge towns and the
entire group passed a resolution condemning the action of the Governor and

e
his representative on the Range, Gus Lindquist. Mayor Victor Power of Hibbing

Tl. Duluth Hereld, July 1, 101G
52, Duluth Wersld, June 7, 1916.
63. Duluth Wereld, June 24, 1916.
64, Duluth Hersid, July 8, 1916,
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even beceme counsel for strikers who later in the strike were placed on trial
for murdaroaa'

As the strike progressed, it enveloped most of the Mesabl and spread
to the smeller Cuyuna Range. Some of the miners on the Vermillion Eenge
else went out, but the strike there geined 1little heedways

Following the srrest of leaders of perading strikers neer Biwebik,
thore wes comparative guiet for e time. Then violence broke out in Hibbing
when the Oliver Ircn Mining Compeny's speciel police under Devid F. Foley
olashed with strikers, end John Aler, & striker, wes shot to deeth, a store-
keeper was injured, end enother miner shot through the shoulder. The Oliver

police blamed the strikers for sterting the battle when attemplie were made

to bresk up e perade, but the residents of the district pleced &ll the 1.leme

on the speciel officers. The inoident was too much even for Sheriff Meining
who errived after the shooting and querrelled with Foloyfa.

A few days later there wes a clash at Hibbing, when Oliver police,
who had left their own property and were attempting to take over the work
of policing the village, fought with picketing miners. Seversl men suffered
nife wounds or were clubbedf”.

On July 3 mine police ceme to the home of Filip Massonovitech, os=
tensibly tc serve & warrant for bootlegring. When Mrs. Mascnovitch told
them to send Chief O'Hera of the Biwebik police, whom the miners respected,
violence broke out. Mescnovitch, who had been resding the psper, ceme out,

struggled with cne of the police who wes besting his wife, end, in the

struggle, shot him. A bystender weas shot and killed by the police. Nrse.

FE. Duluth News iribune, Bepts 7s 1010y Pe De
§6. Socialisti, Jume P8, 19163 Duluth Hersld, June 22, 1916
57, Duluth ﬁ&uld, June 30, 191863 Soeialisti, July 1, 1916,
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Masonovitch was srrested. The Duluth Herald in commenting on the affair,
remarkeds

"Jemes C, Myron, cne of the best known and most populer mem in
Duluth, wes killed last evening by & bullet fired by a striking miner
inflamed against lsw and order by the enarchistiec doetrines of the
Te We We men who are just now meking the range s place where peacce-
fully inelined people ean not sefely reside”. 58.

Deputies rushed to Virginie, tock Cerlo Tresos, Fs He Little end
Je Gilday from their hotel rooms at three in the morning, snd jailed them
on charges of first degree murder, asserting that their speeches had in-

59.

duced the killing. Later, W. D. Searlett and Leo Schmidt were slso errest-
59ee
ed,

The specisl deputies and mine police often meted in disregerd of
the lew, employing emy pretext to arrest strikers end, perticularly, I. W.
We agitators. A photographer for the Intermational News Association wes
ordered out of Virginie on threet of arrest =-his only crime was that
Socislist and Labor newspapers subscribed to the press service he rep-
resented?o.'rha sheriff of Itcsocf County took strike leaders off the train
et Grand Rapids end jailed theme:l-l-.t Duluth an I, We W, organizer was
srrested; the official charge was "spitting on the sidewalk.," This was
lster changed to disorderly conduct, end finelly to uuultfz‘rhe gherge
of inciting to riot end unlewful assembly was stretched by eivil suthorities

to fit almost eny situetion., Meny of the deputies and speciel police were

Tle Duluth Herald, July 4, 1916
69, Ibid; Sceielisti, July 6, 1916.
£9a. Duluth Herald, July &, 1916.
60, 1bid, July 8, 1916.

6l 1bid, Naskwauk Headline.

62, 1bid, July 11, 1816.
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doubtful characters, who were hired without eny at'empt being mede to in-
vestigate their records, in spite of Meining's boast in the Hereld that
there was "not & gummen or thug in the ormsrf"' He later admitted to a New
Republic correspondent thet "he had deputized 'over a thousend' of these
men, snd admitted cheerfully that except for the couparstive few appointed
by him, he had attempted no investigetion of the character of the men thus
armed with fireamms end publie authoriggv:" Mayor Power of Hibbing intercepted
a letter from Chief of Police MeKercher of Duluth, recommending two toughs
to & mine superintendent. In this letter McKercher asked that he be notified
if the two worthies did not do their work setisfactorily, as "I have some-
thing on the:xf’.'

Early in July, Governor Burnquist had sent his personsl representative,
Cust Lindquist, to the renge., Lindquist remsined incognito, spent his time
econferring with mine officiels, and did not see either representatives of the
strikers or city officiels. "He was never aveilable to interviewers, but
with representatives of the operators was in close touch with the situatlgfx:"
This policy was cne of the things condemned at the July meeting of loocal

mmicipel officials and representatives of the miners.

During the middle of July & report on the strike was sulmitted to

Covernor Bumguist by the state lsbor commission, The commission found &

good deal of justification for the strike. It agreed that the contract
system was unjust, that many of the workers, in order to get a soft piece
of ore to work om, had to bribe the mine foremsn, and it supported the

econtention that the police had made excessive use of their powers

B3. Duluth Herald, July 1, 1916.

64, New Republic, Vole 5, Sept. 2, 1916, pe 109,
654 T‘B‘i’d;—%:m Herald, Nov. 21, 1916, pe. 11,

66, Duluth Herald, July 6, 1916, Virginie dete line,
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"lle are not entirely in sympethy with the belief that vigorous
measures were necessary to maintain peace and safety in this
strike, But we sre entirely setisfied thet the mine guards
heve exceeded their legeal rights and duties and invaded the
eitizenship rights of the strikers; that such violence as has
occurred is more chergeeble to the mine guards and police then
to the strikers, end thet the publiec police departments have

entirely exceeded the needs of the situation and have perpe-
trated serious injustice upon the strikers.

"Numercus cases of arrest without warrants and unfeir trials
in the justices' courts were brought to our attention ¢ « «
we are seriously impressed thet the mine guerds should have

been compelled to remsin on mine property or disarmed when
they left it. :

"Every shooting affray thet has occurred on the ranges has
occurred on public property. In no eceses have they occurred
on or even near counpany property.

"The parades of the miners heve been peaceful, the public police
have had no trouble in mainteining order, end if the private
mine guards had been compelled to remsin on the company property,
we do not believe that there would ever have been sny bloodshed

on the renge.” 7.

The names of Fimns do not appcar as often in the gecounts of this
strike es in the earlier ocne. Often the Finnish peper Socialisti attacked
its constituents for their poor support of the strike, end for their ace
tivities as strikobreakerg?.chargos which in some cases may have been justi-
fied, Yet Finnish nemes do appear in the newspeper sccounts of arrests for
"rioting™ and picketing with a frequenecy grester than their proportion as
e nationality group would suggest. The leaders were outside egitators, but
twe Finns, Jeskkola and Wesmen, were sctive lieutenants, Strike meetings
were usually held at Finnish Soeielist halls,

With Searlett, Tresce, and the other leaders in prison on murder
charges, the strike was left leaderless until the I, W, W, central head-
quarters imported Elizabeth Curley Flymn end other orgf»niurlfg.But as the

strike wore on, and autumn approsched with the threat of a payless winter

©7. Duluth Hersid, Auge 16, 1016 JReport printed in full.

68s Sochliat!. 3u1y 5, 1916, pe 13 Aug. 10, 1916, p. 1l

69 1bid, July 21 end 24, 1916; Duluth Hersld, July 27, 1516, p. 21, July 27, pe
18,
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in the offing there was some wrest smong the miners. Strike leaders

realiged the strategic value of laving the strike brought to en end by
[ ]

getion of the miners themselves, so at & meeting late in September it was
voted to go back to work':o.

On the surface, it appeared that the miners hed gained nothing,
that they were beck at the point from which they hed started. However,
they had battled the allepowerful steel trust for more then three months,
et & time when the mills were swamped with orders from the warring nstions
of Europe. There were reprisals on the part of mine operstors, but not
meny, &8 too meny workers hed been on strike for the compenies to diserimi-
nete egainst all of them, Union men were in some cases asked to give up
their cards before being rehired, but when they refused, they were taken
back lnyhu:? The old practise of discrimineting sgeinst Fimnns wes again
put into effect in some of the mines, and efforts made to replace them
with "steadier” torkor:f. But the owners did graduslly grant some of the
demands of the miners, since it was inevitable that a continuence of the
seme conditions would egein bring about further trouble in the future.
Moderaste ineresses in wages were grantogf.and working conditions were some=
what 1mpruverlf. On the whole, though, nothing was done to cure the intense
distrust the workers wers ooming to feel toward the labor policies of the

nineownerse

70. Soelelisti, Septe 20, 1016. Jnnowuncement of end of strike by Central
: Committee,.
7le Ibid Sopt. 28, 1816, Pe 2e
b ' %t. 18. 1916’ p. 20
Si{rto:..im’ Jens 2. 1917. Pe 1.
74, Tolbrock, Ope oit., Jan, 2, 1917, p. le
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The War Years =-« end More Strikes

On the surfsce, at least, the 1916 strike ended without meteriel
concessions to the workerse. Even the smell waege incresses which the steel
corporation now grented of its own volition were soon swellowed up by the
repidly incressing costs of living which the war boom produced. The ceuses
of unrest remeined end the I, W, W, was geining in power as its egitators
moved over Mimnesote and over the rest of the United States, It was a
restless ers, and flere-ups were inevitable,

From the iron mines the I. W, W, turned its attention to the woods
of northern Mimnesots, snd begen to orgenize the lumberjacks. Conditions
in the lumber eemps were sadly in need of improvement. Food was poor, seni=
tation and cleenliness slmost unimown, sleeping quarters crowded, weges in-
adequate, sefety considerstions receivcd mrcoly"a though:f. The 1. We Ve
sgitators had fertile ground to werk on, finding discontent alresdy prevalent,
ready to flare up at the least prodding. Most of the lumber camp end mill
workers were Fimns, dr;wn there in part by the boycott of the mine operstors,
and elso in @ meesure beceuse their life in Finland had mede expert woodsmen
of them,

During the latter part of December 1816, & strike broke out in

Virginie at & sewmill of the Virginia Rainy Lake Lumber Company. It was

fruitless, es the strilers were unable to close the largest of the mills,
T7e
end production continued. The I, We W., in whose ranks in this secltion

of the state Finns were very active, did manage to spreed the lumber strike
here end there soross St. Louis, Koochiching and Beltrami Counties, affecting
75, Ciirtoleinen, Jenms 2, 1917«

77. Siirtolainen, Jen. 2, 1917.
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several cemps, but leeving so meny umtouched thet the movement ended in
76.
failure, Jemes Kilday, I. W, W. orgeniger sctive in the steel strike,

wes beaten up by two lumberjacks who resented the sirike policy of the
L

radicel organization.

In April 1617, the United States entered the ware The I. We We

became more unpopuler then ever, and was pushed underground by the se=
dition lew, the oriminel syndieslist law and other suppressive measures.
Pven the Socialist party lost what popularity it hed been geining among
those whe were not already adherents. It is eesy to imegine the effect on
the Fimns, whose Socislist branch was the largest of all lenguage feder-
stions of the Socialist party, end constituted the main strength of that
party in the Renge countrye Their experience in Eurcpe &s & military
catspsw, first of Sweden and then of Russis, had developed in the Fimms
an intense hatred of war, and in the war-bent Amerieca of 1917, there was
little sympathy with pecifism of any kind. Cllm‘y.:,r Finng were jeiled for
orpaniging demonstrations against the dni‘tfo.(}thera ceught spreading

1. We We literature were indicted as criminal syndicelists. -Lﬁmrs lsid
plans to go on & general strike in protest ageinst the Jailing of fellow
workers who had refused to register for amy servioo?z.

Secret meetings were held, strike sfter strike was planned in
the mines snd there were sporadic walkouts, but with negligible results.
¥With the country at war, strike movements were not very populars

It would be wmfair to generalize sbout the existence of current

opposition to war among the Fimnish peoples Meny Finns fought in the war,

76e 10id, JeDe Dy 1917
79, Siirtelsinen, Jsn. 5, 1917,

80. '¥%gﬁies, June 6, 1917,

8l. id, Apr. 11, 1917; May 11, 1917,
82. Industrialisti, June 20, 1917.

83. Wargelin, OPe cite, pe 171.
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both as volunteers and drafted men, scme 10,000 of them ealtogether, aoc-
cording to govermment octimtaa?s'ﬂnd while the Socielistepecifist element
was proportionately stronger then in other nationality groups, it actuslly
involved only & smell freaction of the Finns. Most of those not actuelly
in the service led in "home front" sectivities, selling Liberty Eonds end
doing social welfere work among the acldierif. No need to tell what sort
of fighter the Finn is when he makes up his mind to fights Russis and the
reat of the world found out about that in recent months.

The Industriel Workers of the World, dominated on the Reange by
the Fimnns, lost greatly in prestige because of its militent oﬁponiticn
to the war, WNeany members found it adventageous to drop out of the ore
genizetion, since public opposition end the blacklist made membership a
hendicape Already in 1915 the rolleoall on the Cuyuns Bange had dropped
from 600 to 400, end the decline continued at en increasing pace, there
and throughout the Arrowheed, Today the 600 have shrunk to & scent dosen,
whose mein work is to support the newspaper Industrislisti in Duluth, and

86.
to give sociels end benefit dences for "class war" priscners,

It was in the last weeks of 1917 that the Fimnish struggle for
independence broke out, resulting in the bloody ecivil wer in which the
"whites" under Mennerheim, with the help of German treoops, defeated the
"Reds®” who sought autonomy with the Soviet Unione The strugsle had a
tremendous effect on Finns in this countrye. They were profoundly moved
that their netion, to which they were intensely loyal, should at last have

become & stete in its owmn rights As for the redical element, its members

4. jﬁirga‘l{n, Obe Cits, Pe 171.
86« Lekatz, Pa Crosby branch of the Sceislist Party MSS.
86 Wargelin, pe 168, Finnish Soclelists.
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were highly indignent at what they called the "betraysl of the working class"
by the Whites. Socialists and giyndiealists forgot their differences and or-
ganized joint conmittees to investigate the many refugees who csame from Fine
lsnd, to see whether they were friends or enemies of the working people?a.
These cases were widely discussed in the Finnish language newspapers. If
the imnigrant was found to be & friend of the workers, he was recommended
for membership in American labor orgenizations, but if he had participated
in the eivlil war against the workers at home his record was made publie in
the newspepers and the working people were warned ageinst hi:f. It would

be hard to say how many Minnesota Fimns supported esch side in the oivil war
beck home, but certainly & mejority rejoiced at the thought of a free Finlend,
Most of the partisens of Red Finlerd lived in the Arrowheed, while the other
settlements, older, made up prosperous and conservaetive landowners, perhaps
preferred a fatherland where wealth was not too evenly distributed.

The Communist party, during the lest decede and a helf, hes fallen
heir to the left-wing philosophy of the I. W, We and of the rediccls in the
Soeislist perty. It looks on Fussia s the source of =1l dogme, end the
peredise of the proleteriet - or st eny rate it did up to the closing months
of 1939, Then the invasion of Finlend by Fuseie produced in many Finnishe
American-Cormunists & violent intermal struggle between their Ccmnmiat
ideels and their pessionate love for the fatherlend, There sare still e
number of Firms in this state who believe thet the Fussien invesion was

really en attempt to free the Finnish worker, but in the main Communism

hes probebly lost eeste smong the Finrs of Minnescta since the fall of 1938,

Tee Harju, We Ae
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WHERE PFPINNS ARE, THERE ALSO ARE

COOPERATIVES

The gzeal of the Finns for politicel end scciel reform, as well as
their talent for organigation, found ready expression in the labor movement
that swept through the Minnesota Arrowhead country in the early 19500's. But
they found also another outlet, equally importent, in the development of con=
sumer cooperatives. This, moreover, was a movement which was not eonfined
wholly or prineipally to the Arrowhead; it enveloped the older Finnish com=

munities of the state as well,

To the Finn, the cooperative is not merely & store at which he saves

money on his purcheses. As en institution, it goes far beyond that., It pro-
vides en outlet for non=violent expression of that earnest, passionate political
ideology which is characteristiocally his., When controversy arises, it sounds
over the counter of the cooperative as fervently as in the meeting hall. And
as en inevitable corollary, when schisms appear they split the cooperatives
elong with socio=political orgenizations,

And yet, despite this inability to divorce refomm from business, the
leading Finnish cooperstives thus far have weathered all storms, and stand
today 8s & monument to the sober purpose which inspired their creation. With=
out them, the strugzle of the Fimn to exist on the scenty wege of mine or
lumber camp, or to seratch a living from the thin soil of cutover areas in
the Arrowhead, might have had a different outcome. The older Finnish com=
munities to the south end west might have prospered without cooperatives,
but probably by now the average Arrowhead Finn, without them, would have been

in a sorry plight.
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There is significance in this fact that Finnish cooperatives thrive
in the old, conservetive communities of the state, as well es in the redieal,
class=conseious Arrowhead. It suggests that the movement had its roots deep
in old cowntry philosophy, stemming perhaps from memories of oppression at
the hands of Swedish landlords on the land and Russian slavedrivers in the
mills and forests. It hints at a strange, dogged sort of humsnitarienism
which seems to lie in the heart of almost every Fimn, inspiring him with a
determination thet the men who works with his hends, whether landowner or
laborer, shall enjoy & fair share of the fruits of his teil.

In Finlend today, the consumers' cooperstive has reached a high
state of perfection. The movement really had its first feeble start around
1880, but did not attain concrete fom umtil 1899, when the Pellerve Society
was established, As & result in part of the educational program conducted
by Pellervo, other cooperatives sprang up here and there during the next few
years, but until 1915 these were scattered, independent enterprises, oper-
ating without any coordination of effort and in some cases in actual com=
petition with ome another. But Pellerve in 1915 succeeded in bringing them

together, with five central organizetions commanding as many different fields

of commerce: S. 0. K., operating the retail stores, Hankkija and "Labor",

the farmers' buying orgenizations, Valio, the butter export society, and
Rural Banks' Central Credit Association, & financial medium for farmers and
rural benks.

These are still the leading cooperative agencies in Finlend today,
though there are now numerous other national groups. Cooperatives of one
sort or another embrasce every materiel phase of life in Finland; they operate

general merchendise stores, dairies, restaurants, bakeries, groceries, rural
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banks, farm machine-buying societies, peat moss societies, wholesale houses,
and export firms., Almost helf the people of the country are comnnected in

1.
one way or another with the group-buying system.

In Minnesota, curiocusly emough, the Finns were not the first cooper-

ative buyers. The Farmers' Grange started the original cooperative stores in

this state in the 1890's. A little leter, at the beginning of the present
century, the Right Relationship League opened at least 50 cooperative stores.
The store at New York Mills is one of the survivors of this group. Possibly
its loecation in a Fimnish community eccounts in some measure for its survivniz

The union stores which were set up during the strike of 1907 have
been mentioned. These were not striectly cooperative stores, but were operated
meinly as strike commissaries, to give the striking miners credit in order
that the strike might be maintained, When the strike ended end the need for
the stores wes gone, they disappeared,

But by then the seed was sown. The emergency need passed, with the
restoretion of store credit to miners who went back to work, but there was
another sort of need, & constant need for rigid economy, always confronting
the farmers of cutover Arrowhead land. If the plan worked in an emergency,
why wouldn't it work indefinitely, year after year? The question was answer-
ed by establishment of the first real cooperatives on the Range, first at
Virginia in 1909, and at Cloquet the next yaai: The Cloguet enterprise, ore-

genized entirely by Finns, has grown today into the largest and most success-

ful cooperative in Minnesota.

1. Smith, Herdie, "Land of the Finns" MSS., Mimn, Writers' Project files,

2. Eustis, Frank C., The Cooperative Store Movement, (Study by Minn. Dept.
of Agriculture, DaiTy & Food, 1085) Chape 1V, pPs S4e

3« 1Ibid, PPe 4248,
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Cloquet ies & small eity of 7,000, twenty miles southwest of Duluth,
in the midst of cutover land where the lumber mills are still engaged in
processing second=growth timber whieh is unfit for lumbar; Per capita income
is low in town and in the adjacent territory, and it is not always a simple
matter to be ready for the grocery bill, It was in the hope of meking this
problem easier that the Finns orgenized their cooperative, the Cloquet Stock
Mercentile, The femous Rochdele prineiples, which had brought success to the
workers' cooperative at Rochdale, Englend, were put into effect from the very
beginnings

1, Democracy of control = Each member has only one vote.

2, Limited interest on capital - investments in the soclety

shall receive not more then the minimum prevalent rete of
interest.

Savings returns - If there is any profit (after setting aside
reserve and other funds) it shall be used for the good of the

members, or shall be returned in dividends based on patronage.

Unlimited membership; the only ground for execluding a person
from membership is that he purposes to injure the society.

The society shall be composed of individuals who join voluntarily.
Business shell be done for cash,.

There shall be no voting by Proxye

Political and religious neutrality shall be maintained.

Beginning with distribution or the rendering of service to its
members, the society shall aim to expend its business, to unite

with other societies, to produce things which the members need,
end finally to secure sccess to raw materials, 4.

The Cloquet store starting with nothing, end went through eight years
of hardship which culminated in the great forest fire of 1918, when Cloquet,
with everything in it, was wiped out. The store with all its records was de=

stroyed.

T, Tussell Lewis & Mesuritz Seaeshore, Consumer Cooperstive in Minnesota, WPA &
Minn, Dept. of Agriculture, Bairy and Food, (1837, (This version was written
by Dr. Je. P. Worbasse, Pres. of Coopewitive League of U. 8,)
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After the fire the society put up & temporary structure on its property, end
starting all over sgain. It made meny new friends during this period by maine-
taining a reasonable price list end not teking advantage of the temporary
merchandise shortage.s.

The year after the fire, in spite of the fact thet they themselves
hed not yet recovered the ground lost in that disaster, lhe stockholders
voted at their amnnual meeting to erect & new building, end to assist in fi-
nancing the Cooperative Wholesale at Superiore. In 1921 the Cloguet Stock
Mercentile Company was rensmed the Cloquet Cooperative Society, and in 1923
the Knife Falls Goopérntivo Association, only & mile distant from the Cloguet
store, amalgemated with the Cloquet society to become Store No. 2. It was a
heppy combinetion, since the Knife Falls store had served mainly famers,
while the Cloquet society was made up of city wage earners; the merger was
beneficial to both, In 1927 Store No. 3 was opened at Esko's Comrmer, a few
miles east of Cloguet on the highway to Duluth, end a modern §10,000 filling
station was built in Cloquet. Soon afterward, the cooperative store at Mahtowa,

twelve miles southwest of Cloquet, became Store Noe. 4.

Warehouses in Cloquet today serve the members with feed, flour and

building material, end there is a dynemite warehouse outside the eity. The

Ge
society has a large coel yard and does the biggest coal business in the ecity.

It also operates its own insursnce agency, & gerage and & ticket and travel
agencys It cam sell an auto and the oil and fuel to run it, radios and farm
machinery, lumber and roofing materiale About the only thing it does not

6a,
supply is professional services,

be lﬂusti!, _92. cite Pe 42,
6. Ibid‘ p- 430
68. Fryer (below).
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The Cloquet scelety is so powerful that it hes driven out all chain

store competition, although occasional ettempts are still mede to establish
chein stores there, A patronage dividend is paid each year, & week or so
before Christmes, Five per cent of the net profits is peid annually into

en educetionel fund, Picnies and entertainmments are held frequently, and
there are numercus educationsl meetings, at which the purposes of the or-
genization sre discussed, and plens made for further expending its activities.
The basement of the main store in Cloguet has an auditorium seeting 500, where
classes are’%aught demoeracy emd the principles of cooperative merchandiaing..

The Cloquet Cooperative Society is not only the largest in Minnesote;
it is one of the largest in the naticn, It operates its own fleet of trucks,
end in 1939 hed totel seles of $1,135,476. It begins its thirty-first year
in 1940 with 3,018 members enrolled in the stock register?‘

The intimete interest of & member in his cooperative finds its
natural basis in the fact that he is not merely & buyer, but owner and seller
as well, His stock share draws interest at a moderate rate; profits beyond
thet are returned to members in the form of purchase dividends - end "education".
The general eim is to maintain prices at current market levals?.

There is no obvious intrinsic rsason why other nationality groups
should not be equally &s successful as the Finns at this business or organized
buying. The fact remains, nevertheless, that in Minmmesota the Finns stend
out as the ome group which hes made a consistent "go" of the system. Others

heve staerted with hopeful vigor, only to have the first enthusiasm smoulder

and die out as members grew tired of waiting months, or a yesr or more, before

Te Ibid. Pe 44 -45,

8+ Fryer, N. R., The Rochdale Principles, MSS. Minn, Writers' Project files
(1938) p. 5.

9« Ibid, pe 7
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actually getting their hands on the savings realized through their group purchases.

The Finns ere good waiters. It would seem that these pecple, classi-
fied by enthropologists as "roundheaded®™, are in fact longheaded in their wisdom.
Once persuaded of the virtues of cooperative buying, they not only put the theory
into practice, but stick doggedly to it until the theory had hed a chance to
prove its practieality. Maybe it is foresight, meybe it is that traditional
gtubbormness; whatever it is, it works.

None of the other cooperatives set up during this formative period
ever atteined an importance equal to that of the Cloguet Society, but most
of them, especielly where Finns were the dominating nationality group, meanaged
to wring some measure of prosperity out of their early struggles. A considerable
mejority of these cooperative stores were set up in the northern part of the
state, extending westward to New York Mills, Menahga, Sebeka and other Finnish
communities, They are especially numerous north end west of Duluth in St. Louis
and Carlton Counties, the areas of greatest Pinnish concentretion.

However, as has been said, coopereatives were generelly successful even
in the older communities, At Cokete in 1910, the year the Cloquet cooperative
was established, the Cokato Farmers' Mereantile Association wag being orgeniged.
Its membership is made up wholly of Finns and Swedes; custom decrees that three
of the seven-men boerd of directors shell be Finns; three Swedes, end the
seventh shall be & member of that nationality which is numericelly greater in
the cooperative at the time of electionfo.

By the end of the first year 3590 shares of stock in the Coketo As-
sociation had been sold at §10 a share; st the beginning of 1940 $15,000 in
stock was outstending, while the net worth of the Association was double

11.
that figure.

10. Interview with A, W. Welson, Mensger of Assn,., Dec. 1939,
11, Ibid.




CHAPTER VI WHERE FINNS AEE, THEFE ALSO ARE COOPERATIVES ONE HUNDEED SIXTY-FIVE

The Cokato store, like those in the northern part of the state, is
a true cooperative; it sells at the prevailing merket priece, and a patronage
12,
dividend of 4 per cent on purchases is declared annually. It is independent,

whereas stores in the northern Finnish communities generally belong to one

of the two cooperative wholesales,

12, 1bid.
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The Central Cooperative Wholesale

The World War years placed the cooperative stores in a precarious
position. Scarcity of commodities, coupled with rigid retioning of the supply
hed produced a sellers' market, in which the quentity of goods sold was de=
termined by the sellers' ability to supply, rather than by the consumers'
readiness to purchese. In this situation, the menegers of cooperatives began
to scent widespread discrimination on the part of wholesalers egainst their
societies. There ceme a time when they were unmable to obtain sugar and other
retioned commodities from wholesalers at any prieefs.

So it was that in July 1917, delegates of twenty cooperative societies
met at Superior, Wisconsin, to discuss the feasibility of pooling their buying
power, But their scheme soon grew beyond the mere matter of pool buying, end
they finally decided to create a regular wholesale house, founded on Rochdale
prineiples, bearing the seme relation to its member societies as the societies
themselves bore to their individual msmberlf4.Contributions were asked for,
and from the twenty delegates present a total of §$15.50 was aubaoribedfs.w1th
that mngnificent sum as its starting capital, the Cooperative Central Exchange
opened operstionss John Nummivuori was nemed menager, end set up his office
in one corner of the quarters of Punikki, Finnish humor magazine., His office
furniture wes one chair, one typewriter, and & packing box for a delk}s.

That was the Cooperative Central Exchenge in its beginning. It was
not exactly a formidable establishment and it is small wonder that private

wholesalers paid little heed. For a time, too, its prospects were fully as

ﬁ. Fmr. %f- Oita po 8.

14, Cooperative d Builder (Orgen of Central Cooperative Wholesale)
VOI. II. G 2 po 259‘ 26i0

15. Fryer, op. ecit., p. 2.

16, Cooperative Pyramid Builder, Vol. I, No. 1, pe 1.
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gloomy as the dark, dusty cornmer in which it was housed, Even the Finnish

cooperatives at first showed little enthusiasm for the Exchenge, As a later

menager, Eskel Ronn put it: "0f the original twenty societies, five got weak
in the knees and quit, while others paid for their shares only with pramiiz;."
Much of the coolness with which it was received grew from the fact that its
backers were predominently Socielists, It was during this period that the
Socialist movement was strong among the Finns of Minnesota and Wisconsin, and
one of the Socielist tenets was the formation of a cooperative commonwealthe.
Whereas, the cooperative to many of its members was just & means of seaving
money on necessities, the Scocialists visualized it as a part of their broad
program looking toward complete integration of the working classes. Tygmios.
organ of the Socielist Finns, was an ardent supporter from the start, end
soon ceme to be recognized as the official organ of the Exohangeze.The first
label of the Cooperative Central Exchenge was the crossed hemmer and sickle
of the Second International, and under the leadership of such zealots as Matti
Tenhunen and Oscar Corgen, mesnager of Izégigg, its constant urge was that
cooperatives must be kept intensely class-conscious. y

But even so controversial en issue as that failed to keep the Exchange
down., It grew rapidly. Ome reason, of course, was the difficulty member
societies had in getting merchandise from private wholesalers, And the very
fact thet so many of its staff were Socielists made it attractive to the left-
wingers among the Finns of the range country. A good many of the societies
were already Soclialistic in toﬁn, having been born of strike commissaries, or
organized by members who had been forced into subsistence farming by the black-

list that shut them out of the mines. But chiefly it wes kept going by the

e gggg: %gﬁg%; :%oﬁoDroags)ctgspg losggperation (published monthly by

18. Interviews, Walter Harju, Alfred Backmen,
18, Builder, passim.
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geal with which the Socialist directors performed their work; to them, it
was & crusade as well es & business enterprise.

During the three months that it operated in 1917, the Exchange made
a profit of $268 on sales of $25,673. Any profit, where a loss had been
expected, was & good talking point, and other societies gradually began to
show more interest in the Exchange. The next yeer it bought an old hall and
converted it into & warehouse; it ended thet year with §2,06€ profitfl.That
seme year the Exchange organized its first school for cooperators, under an
auditor, He V. Nurmi, who condueted a2 one-week course in bookkoepingfz‘Tho
following year the course was expsnded to four weeks, end coverad also merchan-
dising, business correspondence, and the history and principles of the co~
operative movementfs.

By 1919 the Exchange was selling coffee under its own brand, with
the trademark of a red star with the hammer and sickle superimposed. That
year, too, it began to operate its own bakery. As bakery goods had been
reaching the stores in an unsanitary condition, this new service was an im=-
mediate success, During 1919 the Exchange tripled its business and its net
profit?4'

The educational work was so well received that in 1920 the Exchange
board voted to create the post of educationel director. The first educational
director was V. S. Alenne, & Finnish scholar and compiler of the Finnish~
English dictionary now stenderd in libraries, whose work hed won him the
respect of Finns throughout the region,

Alenne foressw the post-war deflation before it arrived, and warned
Exchange members to reduce their inventories, When the crash ceme, the Exchange

westhered it with only & few set-backs, though it did have a struggle keeping

some member societies from going under, Nineteen of the 41 were in difficulties;

. 9.
gg. H€¥%§3rgpét:%gl Cooperativa League Yearbook, 1926 (Section on CCE).

22, A+ Ve Nurmi in Bullder, II 9-10 o ST1=27Cs
2%, TDeveri Alamne in Cooperetion, VEIEPVT, We, 11, = 24. Builder II, 9-10, p. 267.
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the hardest hit of ell were the members in Michigean, where the closing down of
the iron mines had struck the stores & body blow. lMany of these stores were
reorgenized, snd most of them mansged to get back on a sound footingfe.

The lesson, though costly, was & valueble ones The depression, coming
exactly as Alsrme had predicted, proved his segacity as a business prophet. It
demonstrated also the importence of welleplenned training in cooperative manege=
ment, and the cooperative school wes rapidly expsnded end graduaste menagers end
employees were urged to return for pokt—-graduata worke Non-Finnish cooperative
assccistions were drswn into the fold, bringing new strength te the Exchange
and its member sociotiese

The extraordinary success of the Exchange's educational work was due

largely to the labors of Eskel Komne During the 1907 strike in Michigen, Ronn

had developed sn entipethy for privete business, Later, he came to Minnesctas
and worked in the mines until the operators blacklisted him as a leabor sgi-
tator. He then went to work for g‘_ﬁlgi_f_»_s_.. After the war, having served 18
months in the army, he returned to Duluth and was hired by the Exchange. In
1922, at the age of 28, he was made mnage!fa.

The practice adopted by the Exchanée wes to conduet its schools
first in English, then to repeat the entire ecurse in Finnish, Eskel Konn

was primarily instrumental in the founding in 1926 of the Cooperstive Pyramid

Builder, the first house organ of the Exchange. It was printed in English.

Before that time a weekly page in Tz&nios had served the purpose, but with so

meny non-Finnish members now affiliated, & way hed to be found to reach them
29,
also.

Z5e Cooperstion, Vole Vi, NC. llie
26 E‘-igaar, %i. I1I, noe 8, pe 228.
27« Interview with Walter Herju.

28, Cooperative Pyremid Bullder, VI 5, p. 3l.
29« Cooperntlva Pyramid Pullder I1II1-3, p. 71 (Story on Cloquet)
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Out of a conference celled in 1922 by Educational Director Alenne of
the Exchange was born the Northern States Cooperstive League, & regional ore
genization of the cooperatives for educetionel purposes. Alanne was made
secretary, end divided his time between the Leegue and the Exchange. The
Exchenge made the first contribution of money to the League, end, with the
Franklin Cooperative Creamery Association of Minnespolis, was its chief
support in the early yearsfo.

The first million-dollar year of the Exchenge ceme in 1926, Its

growth hed been phenomenal, The nemes of 120 societies now appeared on its

books as regular petrons, and 71 of these were members, The hall thet hed

been a warehouse and bakery wes so crowded that the bakery had to be housed

3l.
in & building of its own in order to provide more warehouse space, Fi=-

nancially, the Exchenge was solid es e rock, It had set up ample reserves
for depreciation and bed debts, and its inventory was lowfz.

Minnesota stores hed contributed prominently to the growth of the
Exchenge, Fifteen of the 25 leading buyers in January 1927 were Minnesctea
socleties; they sccounted for 42 per cent of the totel ssles for that month,

33,
Besides thesem meny smeller Minnesote cooperstives were reguler purchasers.,

3-6. NS&LL Year’book, 1956-

5l. Cooperative Pyramid Builder II=2, p. 53 et. seg.

32, Hardie Smith, Central Cooperative Wholesale M5S., Minn. Writers' Proje
(1939)

53« Cooperative Pyramid Builder II-2, p. 52,
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Warfere and Schisms

While the financial structure of the Exchange grew stronger, however,
lines of political frecture began to spread through the orgamnization. A
mejority of the exchange directors and employees were Commmists, end the
Finnish member societies slso were largely left-wing Socialist organizations.
The non-Firnish societies, led by men like J. P, Warbasse, were opposed to
the radicel element. V. Se Alanne, educational director, although e Fimn,
had already left the Exchenge in 1925 because he eould not follow the directors
in their left-wing philosophy§4.

The Communists snd redical Soeialists held that cooperatives should
promote the lebor movement end participate actively in its controversies; the
eonservetives wished to keep the organization clear of politieal tiea?s.ln
1926 a motion before the Northern Stetes Cooperative Lesague convention, pro=-
posing that cooperstives refrain from politicsl activity, was defeated by the
strong opposition of Exchange delegateufG‘Later in the seme year the Exchange,
at the Fifth Cooperctive Congress in Minneapolis, induced the Northern States
Cooperative League delegates to go on record as favoring "working-cless
cooperatian:“

The next year, 1927, the Northern States Ccoperative League sent four
delegates to the Congress of the Internationel Cooperative Alliance at Stock=

holm. Of the four, Dre Je« P. Warbasse and Cedric Long, respectively president

and secretary of the League, belonged to the conservative factlonj Eskel Ronn

and Matti Tenhwmen, of the Cooperative Central Exchange, were left-wingers.

When Rusesien delegates presented a resolution affiliating the labor unions of

B4, T8nn "In Days of Old, When Knights were Bold", Coop, Bramid Build., II-1l, ppe 5-6s
3B Ws Harj Ue

36. Coops Pyremid Euilder, 1I-1, pe =63 I=Bs

37, 1bid, 1i-l.
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the Third International with the cooperative Congress, Romm and Tenhunen
supported the program. Tenhunen said: "The cooperative movement is primerily
a labor movement , . o We call upon the Alliance to come out unconditionaelly
for the defense of the toilers." Romn mede e speech in the same vein. But
intense opposition developed, resulting in defeat of the Russisn resolutionm,
and one was adopted in its place declering the cooperative movement to be
non-political end uncommected with any single party or grou:?.

The repercussions were sﬁon felt in the Cooperative Central Exchange
in this eountry. Warbasse and Long joined in a letter cherging the two Fimns,
Ronn and Tenhunen, with Communism, and asserting that their conduct st Stocke
holm was tantamount to betraysl of the League. The letter hinted strongly

3%
that the Exchange Societies themselves were Communiste-dominated, Ronn and

end Tenhunen replied thet they had merely carried out the instructions of the
40, :
League in its 1926 convention, Warbasse then countered with an attack on

Finnish cooperatives in genersl, accusing them of a desire to inseminate the
4l.
entire national movement with Communism, The Exchange ecalled for & vote of its

members, end found most of them in favor of “working class cooperation” as
42,
opposed to "neutral cooperation.” Then Alanne, now educationel director of the

Franklin Cooperative Creemery of Minnespolis, organized e poll of the directors

of the Cooperative League, end this ballot resulted in a vote of 12 to 4 in

fevor of neutrality, Only‘the four Finns, Rénn, Tenhunen, Saari and Wirkkula
43,
of the Exchenge, voted agsinst remaining alcof frem polities.

22

¥8. Dullder Vol. 11 9-10.

39, 1Ibid Il = 11, p. 358,

40, Ibia, PPe 368-358,

41. Quoted im Builder, IITY =2 p, 41,
42, Builder IIT=5, pe 130,

43, Ibiﬁ. 111 “'7.
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Events ceme to & final head with the collapse of the Coolidge Boom
in the autuman of 1929. This was the signal for an attempt by the Communists
to gain entire control of the Exchange. Many of the department heads and
employees end & majority of the directors were Communists, and so were hundreds
of Finnish members of the stores. The party also cleimed comtrcl of the Finnish
Federation with its meny affiliated workers and farmers' societies, the Women's
Clubs with a membership of about 1000, end the Communist Youth League, with
about the same numberf*.

The first move in their strategy was a request for & loan of §5,000,

The right wing meinteins that this demend ceme from the party itself; the

left=wingers assert that it wes Txamies which made the request. Anyhow, the

45,
board refused,

Then $1,000 was demended to pay the expense of participation in the
Trade Union Unity Leegue conference at Cleveland, a conferemnce of Communist
labor organizations. The board cut the amount to §280, but sent a dalegat:?.

A member of the party executive committee, Robert Minor, ceme to
Superior to present a demand that one §er cent of all sales be contributed
to the party. This one per cent was to be paid to & dumy lawyer in New York
&8 "fees";“it would heve emounted to about §20,000 a year, or half the divie
dend declared in 192;?.

The board found this too much to swallow, end refused the request oute

48,
right, with only one or two members dissentinge

44, L. J, Hayes "Ihe internal Struggle” builder IV-4 p. 76.
45,
46,
47
48,




CHAPTER V1 WHERE FINNS ARE, THERE ALSO AEE COOPERATIVES ONE HUNDEED SEVENTY-FOUR

The Communist party thereupon demended that George Halonen, ed-
ueational direetor, be ranoved, Halonen had been expelled from the party when
he sided with the Exchenge. The board of directors again refused the party
demand, even those members who were later to be expelled for their left-wing
activities concurring in the refusal. Then Tx&miel, controlled by the party,
opened en attack on the board. The party finally formulated its demands, and
presented the following “"proposals":

1, That the Cooperative Central Exchange and its affiliated stores
be made auxiliaries of the Communist Party.

2. That the Third Period program (serapping liberal ccoperation end
adopting a policy of open sabotage) be followed in labor disputes;
that all Ay Fe of L.y, I, Wy W,, Farmer=Labor and Socialist alliences 49,
be serapped in favor of the Communist party end the Communist unions.

”
The Exchange composed an answer to the attacks of Tyomies, which was

still official Finnish organ, and forwarded it with e request that it be printed

in the Exchange's column, Tzamiec refused. The Exchange thereupon had the

answer mimeographed and distributed it to member societies. An issue of the

English Pyramid Builder, printed under contract in the Tyomies plant, had been

run off end was ready for mailing when the Exchenge heard the rumor that Txamias

wes going to refuse to release the Builder from its shops. On November 25
e band of Exchenge sympathizers broke into the plant and mede off with the

copies of the Builder, afterward claiming that the Txamies staff hed already

seized and burned 1,500 copies. The left-wingers countered that the only
copies burned were some thet had been trampled on and ruined by the raiders

and that these had been destroyed by the jenitor. It is unlikely now thet the
50,
real truth of this episode will ever be generally known.

45, 1bid.
50, 1Did; "What It's A1l About", (en unsigued erticle), Builder, Vi-le
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Here at last matters had reached #n open bresch betwesen the Exchange

and the party. Communigis who supported the Exchange were expelled from the
party, and Exchange employees who stood by the party line were discharged. To
insure proper presentation of its cese to Finnish members, the Exchange founded

Tyavgen Osuusteimintelehti (Workers' Cooperative Press) to replace its page
ole

in Tzamies.
The battle spread to the individual associations by the middle of

November, after member socleties at their distriet conferences had supported
the position of the Exchange., The annual meeting of the Exchange was to be
held in April; both factions spent the intervening period in & heated campeign
to line up delegates, pleading and persussion often degenerating into ergu=
ments of the knockdown-and-drag-out veriety.

At the April meeting the radicals were routed, polling only 16 to 18
per cent of the votes Three of the oloven_board members, Metti Tenhunen, Osecar
Corgen, and Jacob Vainionpaa, were ouated.bz.

The Exchenge itself was thus purged of Commmistie influence, but the
perty atill controlled some 17 of the member societies, and these withdrew
from the Exchenge and formed the "Workers' and Farmers' Cooperative Unity
Allience", with headquarters at Superior, to eet as wholesaler for the groug?.
Stores which were formerly members of the Cooperative Unity Alliance in Minnesota
are located at Coock, Makinen, WNew York Mills, Rosy and Gilbert, with a branch
of the letter store &t Virginia, The store at Chisholm also went over to the

54,
Alliance, but that unit has since gone out of business,

61, TWhat 1t's ALl About', cited ebove. ‘

524 Builder, V=4, Uusi Kotimea, XLIX =49 (April 26, 1930) p. 1 (Speeches of
three ousted members)

£3. Hardie Smith, CCW MSS ops cit., pe 22.

64 Eustis, ope cites pe 5‘9{)‘ Appendix B-1l, B=3 (mep).
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In 1934 the C. U« A+, embarrassed by lack of cash, suspended op=
erations, The individual stores heve steadily lost grownd, end now there
is strong sentiment toward teking them back into the original orgnnizatiogf.

At the 1931 meeting the Exchenge voted to change its neme to.
"Central Cooperative Wholesale", and at the seme tire discarded the Star
trademark with its hamwer and sickle, adopting in its place a unifomm CO«OP

label. The magazine Cooperative Pyramid Builder was replaced with a bi-weekly

paper nemed the Cooperetive Builder, which the next year became the organ also
66,
of the growing Midlend Cooperative 0il Association.

The growth of the Wholesale since this reorganization has been even
more spectacular than before. In 1930 clothing was added to its line and
proved satisfectorily profiteble, In 1935 the Wholesale bought one of the
most modern warehouses in the Northwest at a bankruptey sele; in the same year
it added & coffee-roasting plant, end two years later it opened a branch ware-

house and feed mill &t Virginia, Minnesota,

The two papers, Cooperstive Builder snd Tyovaen Osuustoimintalehti

57a
are now published by a subsidiary, the Cooperative Publishing Associatlion,

The second nemed hes a greater circulation than sny other Finnish language
584
peper in America.

The educational work of the Wholesale has been continued and expanded.
Today summer institutes are held for adults, and summer school camps for children.

A cooperstive vacation camp was established, the now famous camp on the Brule
59,
River,

5be We Harju - wCOQPQ ﬂTZQre ﬁgc. p. 5.

56 Fuilcer, ViI ~l.

57s ryﬁr. E‘R git., PDe 910,

68, Editor & Publisher, Internationel Yearbook, 1989.

50+ Smith CCW MB3S., ope oit., p. 20 (Fryer, ps 11 on educaticn)
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The eooperative societies menaged to ride out the depression without

erippling losses. Central Cooperative Wholesale reached an all-time pesk in
60.
1989, with total sales of §3,426,458, and net savings to patrons of $85,982,

Naturally, there have been minor setbacks, In 1939 the suditing department,
which had played & praminent pert in bringing fineneisl stebility to the
member societies, was separated from the Wholesale by federal action, While
its future is not yet certain it will probably be incorporated sooner or later

es a cooperative enterprise, serving the Wholesale as & subsidiary,

60s Cooperative Builder, Apre. 20, 1940, Vol. XV, Noe 16, p. 1, col. G




CHAPTER VI WHERE FINNS ARE, THEKE ALSO ARE COOPERATIVES ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY~EIGHT

District Federations of Stores

Within recent years enother sort of orgenization smong individual
societies has sprung up. These are district federations of stores for group
buying, education, smnd similar activities. There are three such federetions

emong the Finnish cooperatives in the Arrowheed:

The Range Cooperative Federstion: Virginia (headquarters), Hibbing,

Little Swan, Iron, Orr, Angors, Aurora, Biwabik, Emberrass, Palo, Ely, Zim,
Meadowlands, Nashwauk.

The Carlton County Cooperative Federstion: Cloquet (headquarters),
Brookston, Floodwood, Wewina, Tolvola.

Ce As Pe Cooperative Federation: Kettle River (hesdquarters), Moose
Lake, Denhem, Wright, Cromwell, Lawler, East Lake,

The purpose of these federations is to bend the stores together to
secure services thet none of them individuslly could afford or manage. As
en exenple, the Remge Cooperative Federation operates a trucking serviece for
all its members, giving the stores frequent deliveries at low cost. If any
profit is mede, rebates are given the stores on their patronege. A sausage
plent is operated by the federation, and it was largely responsible for or-
genizing a cooperetive creamery. Both these are et Virginia. It elso conducts
a funeral home -- cooperative, of course,

All three federations have formed cooperative oll assceciations, of
which the member stores own the stock. How far the federations will expand
depends upon the policy of the Central Cooperative Wholesale. Wherever there
is & gap in the Wholesale's services, the federstions will act to supply the

needed service as it did in setting up the seusage factory at Virginie, If
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the Wholesele decided to provide the services now lacking, them there mey be
no need for further expension of the federations.

The federation bears the same relation to member societies as do the
gsocieties to their individuel shareholders. The sccieties are treated es in-
dividual members, but esch hes representation in the federation proportiocnate
to the size of its own membership. The board of directors is chosen Ly rep=
resentatives of the member soccieties. Patronage dividends sre paid directly

6le
to the member societies,

§1. L1l dats on Tederations from Lustis, op. cite ppe 56=58e
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Employees Unionized

Even the employees of the cooperatives are organized. The first
meeting to discuss some sort of union emong cooperative employees was held
in Virginie in 1930,

The proposal to orgenize & union among cooperative workers presented
a unique situation. Unlike other unions, where employees banded together to
bargein with privete employers end to protect themselves from exploitation by
privete business, the cooperative workers were, in a sense, working for theme=
selves, for they all owned shares in the cooperatives which employed them.

| Prior to 1930, there had been no generally accepted standard of weges,

working conditions, education and training of employees. The Virginia confer-
ence soon discovered that there was no existing union or organizetion inte which
the cooperative employees would fit. There were so meny types of workers ==
clerks, bookkeepers, drivers, warehouse men, creamery employees and bekers,
to mention & few == that it would be necessary to create a union broad enough
to ineclude eall of them. Furthermore, the principles of the cooperetive move-
ment called for organizetion into one large union, rather then by crafts.

Nearly all the workers in the northern cooperatives are members of
the wmion today. They have done little toward establishing higher wage rates,
but a great deal has been eccomplished in the way od education. Full support
is given to the annuel school held by the Central Cooperative Wholesale at
Superiors

There heve been no disputes between employees and employing cooperatives
so far, but the machinery is all set up to take care of any such disagreement

or grievence, If a problem arises which cennot be settled through joint dis-

cussions, & comnittee of seven is to be selected, three by the employees, three

by the ecooperstive, and a seventh member chosem by these six. The committee
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reviews the charges end cleims, end then renders its verdiet, which must be
wenimouse This decision shell be binding on both plu;t;iosfz.

In addition to the storesend wholesales, with their affilicted
bakeries, ssusege plants, o0il companies and similer enterprises, cooperetives
have entered into & number of other fields. Cooperstive creameries and
farmers' elevators are well=kncwn, but these are not limited to Fimng == nor
are the:;; even most successful with that nationelity. Cooperetive buriel so-
cieties are increasing in pumber, and these, too, are by no means exclusively
Fimnish in their membership. There are also a number of mutusl fire insurence

companies.

In the Cokato commumnity the Finnish Mutual Fire Insurance Company

of Cokato is the only cooperative venture in that part of the state to be

formed by the Finnish people alcue, although they have been leaders in the ore
genization of other cooperatives. From its originel memberships, & mere hande
ful of hardpressed farmers of the Cokato neighborhood, the insurance compeny
hag made steady progress until it now has 480 poliocy=holders, with total ine
surance in force of §2,225,000, Regular assessments are low, with occasional
speclel levies to meet extrsordinary disbursements. The company operates
prineipelly within the limits of the Finnish settlement in Wright and Meeker
Counties, At first all the members were Fimns, but through numerous sales
end exchanges of insured property, the insurence policies have found their
way into the hands of many non-Fimnish owners, until only the name now remains
a8 & reminder thet the conpeny was at first am all-Finnish vmﬂ:ur«:s.l

The New York Mills Fimnish Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Asscciation

is also a very strong organizetion, But the Finnish liutusl Fire Insurance

T2. A11 date on Cooperstive Union from bustis, ppe 58-60.
63« Interview with VWm. Onkke, Coketo, Dece 1939,
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Association of Carlton County has provided perhaps the most impressive dem=

onstraetion of the faith the Finnish people have in their cooperatives, sure
viving even the most drastic misfortune, The 1918 fire which completely
destroyed Cloquet and much of the surrounding area was & great blow to the
association. Its losses in the fire totaled §105,000, end its reserve was
insufficient to cover the entire smount. Assessments to the amount of $18,000
had to be made, and the loyal members, elthough many of them had lost a great
deal besides in underinsured properties, nevertheless peid the full emount.

A few of the policy holders did drop out, fearing collapse of the mutual,

but the association has completely recovered from the blow and today is

64.
stronger than ever,

64, Uusli Kotimaa, Vol. 28 (Octs 22 & 27)
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And now we come, like the photographer from his darkroom, to exemine
the result of our work., We have developed the print, and the picture that
emerges is & strange and confusing one, It might be a multiple exposure, it
is compounded of so many curious paradoxes, of sharply contrasting lights end
shadows, Yet the camera heas not lied; this is indeed the Minnesota Finmn.

To generalize about any people is dangerous, and it is particularly
so in the case of the Finn, A creature of meany contradictions, he just doesn't
fit into any pattern. A salesmen, for example, having heard that Fimns ere
heavy drinkers, may think to promote an easy sale by offering the co-op Mamager
a nip; likely as not, the customer in fact belongs to one of those Fimnish
temperance orgenizations which are smong the strongest in the country. That
is the way with Fimns all along the line. It was that way far back in history;
when the original band of eastern nomads took a sudden notion to settle down
in a rocky, berren lend of hills and swamps, and their descendants have clung

tenaciously to it ever since,

The Finn on the surfece is stolid end phlegmatic, yet he burns umder-

neath with & fierce, unwevering idealism. Intensely patriotic, he has an un=-
dying hatred of war. He is a lover of eivil rights and individual freedom,
yet has no fear of collectivist regimentation, He is & man of convictions,
convictio ns so positive thet his churches are rent with schisms, his clubs

end even his cooperative societies are battlegrounds of pelitical and social
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controversy. But let no outsider think to teke advantage of this
factionalism, for at the first sign of atteck from the cutside, all these
lines of cleavage will promptly disappeer and the attacker will find hime
self fecing & united front,

The Fimn is a confirmed rebel sgainst tredition, & non-conformist
who guestions all the shibbeleths of the conservative sccial order, and
twns up his nose at many of them. Yet it was little Finland that put to
ghame the strongly cepitalistic states of Europe by holding steadfastly to
the notion that e financisl obligation is sacred., Not war, ner depression,
nor the economic distress of taking care of 400,000 refugees in a lend that
was barely supporting the 2,000,000 slready there, was acceptable to this
debtor as & sufficient excuse for non=peyment. So on June 15, 1940, es on
every other June 15 since 192 , the Us S Tressury received every penny of
the payment then due on Finlend's World Wer debt., There had been diplomatie
hints by the ereditor, emnd an outright stetement by the U, S, Congress that

this payment might well be devoted to relief at home, but Finland's enswer

wess "No. This is & just debt, It must be paid,”

That was Finland. That is the Fimn - 2 Han of Irone
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