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FEDERAL WRITERS PROJE
415 HARVARD 8T8 4
MJNNEAPOLIS, ~ MIN:[E

Vay 17, 1980

¥r. Arthur lLampe
Superintendent of Schools
8t. louls County Court House
Duluth, Mimmesota

Deay Mr. I‘mp. ]

For some months now the Minnesota Federal Writers?
Projeot has been working on & history of the Finns in Minnee
sota. We have in mind a book of perhaps 75,000 words in
length to inelude chapters on the 0ld Country basckgroumd,
the successive waves of immigration, and the part Fimms have
had in the history of this State. Similer volumes have al-
ready been published by the Federal Writers' Project in
other states~~such, for example, as the Armenisns of Masse-
chusetts, the Italing of New York, end oWhers. Iihose are
generally sponsored by socleties or committees representing
the nationalities treated in the books.

We mre now geeking such a sponsor for the Fimns of
Minnesota. At the suggestion of Consul Aaltio we discussed
the matter with Mr. Alec Eyyhkynen of Duluth who was Chair-
man of the Mimmesota Delaware Tercentemnial Committee. How-
ever, he apparently is already engaged in other sctivities
which might interfere. I understand the matter has already
been discussed with Jack Heino, a member of the Cooperative
Publishing Assoolation in Superier, but apparently without
tangible results. Another name thet has been mentioned %o
us ig that of Dr. John Raihala of Virginia, Minnesota but we
have not had a chance to talk with him. A good desl of work
haz gone into this book and we think it really has extraor-
dinary possibilities. It should be a distinet contribution
in the field which up to now is virtually untouched.

It cannot be published, however, without a sponsor.
There is no local historicel Fimnish society or loecel Finnish
fraternal organization we lmow of that can qualify.

You as an editor will be quick to recognize the
book's potential value. Could we persuade you, &s & Fimnish
leader, to underteke the organization of a sponsoring come
nittee? - You are, of course, free to discuss the matter with




FEDERAL WRITERS PRGJECT
415 HARVARD ST,, S-E/
BUINNEAFOLIS, = MINN/

Mre Arthur Lampe Page 2 Mey 17, 1939

any of the people I have mentioned in this letter.

I would enjoy talking this over with you in detail
at the earliest opportunity. Do you expect to be in the Twin
Cities in the near fubure? If so, I hope you will get in
touch with me. Otherwise my assistant end I are tentatively
plaming & trip to Duluth around June 1 end perhaps we oan
arrange a meeting then.

The obligations of a sponsor are briefly outlined
on the attached sheet.

Cordial ly yours,

Roscoe Maoy
Acting Stete Director
Federal Writers' Project
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WM. AHO, President ANTON LANKANEN, Vice-Pres. JOHN OTAVA, Treasurer

R. 1, Box 73 Kinney, Minn. Mountain Iron, Minn,
Eveleth, Minn.

Qederalion of Minnesola Ginnish Civic Clubs

Herman Kortesoja, Secretary
DIRECTORS— 218 2nd Street North DIRECTORS—

V. J. Thompson Virginia, Minn. Frank Wirtanen
Gust A. Maki Herman Kortesoja
Matt Louma John Otava

Jack Maki Oscar Lukkarila
Kontant Kykyri Axel Niskanen
William Aho Anton Lankanen
Matt Makinen John E. Hill
John E. Aho William Hautala

13th, 1939.

Mr. Roscoe Maey,
Acting Staye Director,
Federal Writer's Project,
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Dear sir:

At the regular quarterly meeting of the Federation
of Minnesota Finnish Civie Clubs the delegates at the meeting
discussed the possibility of our orgenization sponsoring the
publieation of your writing of the Finnish people of Northern
Minnesota and the Minnesota Finns and we are sorry to say that
after discussion the vote was against our sponsoring this
publieation,

A good number were in favor of our taking part in this
publicetion but in organizations like ours it is the ma jority
that rules.

Very truly yours,

FEDERATION OF MINNESQTA FINNISH CIVIC CLUBS.
President,
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Mirmmesots Writers' Project
500 South Third St.
Minneapolis, Mimn.

December 7, 1938

lir, A, Mickelsen
Fimnish Apostolic Lutheren Church
Cloquet, Minnesots

Dear lNr. Mickelsen:

We indeed eppreciate your kindness in sending us the ine
formation contained in your letter of December 6.

Mr, Andrist, who is writing the Fimmish book for us, is in
Cokato this week, where he will talk to many of your people, in-
eluding lr, North, mentioned in your letter. On his return, he
will ne doubt find the informetion you have supplied very help-
fully to him in writing the chepter on Finnish Churches,

Very truly yours,

8. L, Stolte
State Administrator

Roscoe Haey
EM:lv State Supervisor
CC Mrs, Bundy iinnesota Writers' Project
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Superior, Wisconsin

July 3, 1940
Mr. Roscoe Macy, State Supervisor
Minnesota Writers' Pro ject
28 N, E, 2nd Street
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dear Mr., Macy:

Mr, George Halonen has asked me to reply to your inguiry of June 24
as to the accuracy of the accompenying passage to be included in a forth-
coming mamiscript under the title "Iron Men: The Finns of Minnesota."®

I would reword the first sentence so as to read: "Seventeen of the
member societies withdrew their support from the Exchange. ,.." In
explanation, these societies did not withdraw from membership but remained
as shareholders of our organization, What they did do was to refuse to
patronize the Wholesale and to establish their own separate central
buying organization.

I would also reword the last sentence so as to read: "This group
of stores has steadily lost zround and now there is strong sentiment
amone them for coming back into the orizinal organization" -- a number
of them are already patronizingz the Central Co-operative Wholesale, Some
are no longer in existence. In the case of others, since they are being
considered as competitors of co-operatives in their localities which have
remained loyal to the Wholesale, merchandise has not been sold to them
and their membership has been terminated through redemption of their
stockholdings,

Very truly yours,

fh
Ciz;;lﬁmﬁmrf%7/1%41




AUG 14 1940

Aagust 13, 1940

Tive st
B e
¥inneapolis, Minnesota
Dear 24

In snswer %o your letter of June 19, 1940, with which
you sutmitted two coples of the mawuseript Iren Mem: The Fimns
of Minnescta, 7 wish to say that I asked Mr., Adelf Tandquiat,
editor of Minnesoten Untiset, New York Nills, Minnesotaj Dr,
John Raihela, Virginia, Ninnesota; Mr, Arvne Helonen, 623 Pemn
Avenue North, Minnespolis, Minn.j end Mr. J. A. Herpet of
Fiantsh Publishing Compeny, Duluth, Mimn., to peruse and send
me thelr eritleimm of the propesed history. I horewith enclese
s copy of sueh oriticimm by Arns Helonem.

Dr, Reihele has one of the manuseripte, and I have
not heapd from him yed. Mr, Lundquist has not snswersd me, snd
I am contemplating & trip to mee him,

t have talked with Mr. J. P, RaaTiams o Nashwauk end
John K€sols of Virginia ebout finsncing the publication but have
not come ﬁo final oonclusion bdefore all the criticisms sre

recaived.,

Yours very Ssuly /,C//

VEG: EG
1 enel.




February 20, 1541

Miss Gertrude Esteros
2125 Como Avenue
St. Faul, Mimesota

Dear Miss Esteros:
I am sorry your letters of February O end 4,

adiressed to us at Duluth have been delayed in reaching me.

We do mot have any cemsus figures on populae

tion groups broken down to show the number of residents in
specific commmities. I do not know whether the Censuz Buream
maintaing a detailed breakTdown of this sort or not.

With regard to your study of the Finnish
erafts, I wonder if you have ever comsulted Miss Marjorie Edgar,
of Marine on St. Croix? Miss Edgar, now working with us on a
special assigmment, has for years been recognized as sm expert
on subjects relating to the Finns in Mimpmesota, If you have
not already consulted her, I should imagine thet it might be
well worth your while to get in touch with her,

Very truly yours,

Roscoe Macy
State Supervisor
Mimnesota Writers' Project
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MINNESOTA.,
Dear Mr'.O‘Covél,

Here are t scenes from Finland,which might

o’

ary 28,1941,

be used in the b »a88 wWe can probably get the original
photographs,with corresponding scenes from NMinnesota
thag‘;essemble them,The enclosed Kalevals postal is from
another Gallgn-Kallela plecture,illustrating the

departure of Véinﬁméinen.l might use part of this runo

R
anzgew,to close the Culture and Customs chapter,as it

would fit in with the part about Sibelius,the musiec
groups,and the kantele,

This is Kalevala Day (Lonnrots birthdgy) and I wondﬂuu
why it was left out of the manuseript.It is rather a
modern celg;;;;ion,but many Finnish groups keep it,
with parties and speeches-of recent years,over the
radio-so I think a brief mention of it would be a good
idea,if you approve,

I shall be in Minneapolis next Thursday,but do not
believe that there will be enough done on the mss,,by
that time,for me to come to the office,although I may
telephone.One of lir,Rovainen's neighbors in north

Minneapolis 1s going to take me to see him,s0 I shall

know more about those "white swallows",and the pioneer

harvests,
Please let me know what you think about using the




Kalevala pictures-one or two anyhow-1f we can get

the photographs.

Sincerely,

Magrie Mg




Then the aged Véingmginen

Went upon his Journey singing,
Sailing in his boat of copper....
But his kantele he left us,

Left his charming harp in Suomi,
For his people's lasting pleasure,

Mighty songs for Suomi's children,

Kalevala Runo 50

Kirby translation.

This has been interpreted as a prophecy of Sibelius and his

magic musicj;it is more subtle in the Finnish version,




MARINE ON ST. CROIX
MINNESOTA.

@,
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April I2,I9A4T.dyy

Dear MNr.,Macy,

I wish I had known that lrs,fautavirta had been

consulted by the Writer's Project on the subject of

the Temperance Soclety;there is,as I told you,a

conflict between the two Temperance Socletys.,I had

bgped,through using Mrs,Leino's rather general account

of early organization and aims,to avoild a row,but this

makes it more difficult.There are a good many mistakes

tn early history,in this account,and,I would think,too

extreme propaganda-however,there are three or four int-
eresting paragraphs,which might be added to what we have
already.If you have not already answered Mrs.Rautavirta's
letter,will you wait before doing so until I see you,
please ?7 I shall be in Minneapolis next week,between

the I6th and I8th,

Thank you,I had a fine trip,although it was not all
"Pacation" ,The Sout Jeastern Fokk Lore Society took a few
days,and I did a 1little work with some Washington Flans,
though not for the book,

Sincerely,

-
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MARINE ON ST. CROIX - e k“.b’
MINNESOTA.

April 20,I94I.

Dear lir.0'Connell,

Mr . Barberg thinks I had better visit
Cokato next week,so I am planning to go there on
the 30th,

I have re-written part of "Culture and Customs"
and am sending it to you,with the original mss,
pages,Will you and Mr,Macy look it over and send it
back to me,with your corrections and suggestions ?
When I have omitted anything from the mss.,1t 1s
because I think it may be either incorrect,or too
much (as in the sauna) of a generalization,.I have
changed my own incantation slightly to make a better
translation,and given the places in Minnesota that
the incantations came from (I can also give the
people 's names,in a foot-note) I thought that the
incantations were handled very well by whoever wrote
about them,but I felt he thought they were took much

considered "children's pastimes",so I left that out,

with the "Magic Touch" ,also a misunderstanding of

the business of loitsuja.I did not think there was
enough about the sauna o | 1he original ,but
do not know that I improved matters much,

May I have it back,with your remarks,in a few days?

Sincerely,

anjrva Edoasn




MARINE ON ST. CROIX
MINNESOTA.

MAY 7 Reco
L

Dear Mr.lacy,

I am enclosing a report on my Cokato
trip.The Barberg family gave me a delightful day,and
I had a better understanding after seeing the pretty
country,all little hills and lakes,of a Finnish
farming community,fifferent from the homestead farms
of the North.I am going back the first week in June,
on my own,for songs,but will put in part time on the
book,also,as they will want to see how it goes by
that time,

The Folk Song Gathering,simple as it was supposed
to be,has taken a lot of time since Saturday,so I
think I had better take time off beginning tomorrow=
four days altogether.The pééram starts at 2,with some
traditional Finnish songs by a very good singer,fol-
lowed by some muttered incantations by me,then some
anclient and authentic Icelandic ballads,the best thing

we have,I think,with Negro,British,Czech and Jewish

songs after that.Jonathan Sax thinks he will get dowﬁ,

© speak on the Laskiainen celebrations-if he does,I
hall have the Laskiainen part of the manuscript ready

for him to look over after the program,or take back

with him,
Sincerely,

14‘fﬁtf"“L Eo@ngLf__




Trip to Cokato . May 2,1941.

I spent the day (9:20 to 7) at the Vernon Barberg's house most
of the time,with the late afternoon at Issac Barberg's farm,Mr.and
lirs ,Barberg read through the chapter "culture and Customs" and the
shoatened,slightly re-written storles sent me by lsaec Barberg,and
approved the changes.At Isaac Barberg's farm,we looked at some old
landmarks,and spent the rest of the time doing proverbs,as they had
many more,ready to be mailed to me.l also saw the story o "Sementiﬁééh
which was also shown you,and think it could be used,with more anecdotes
of that character.,I heard some grand anecdotes of early lLaestadian
church members,perhaps too good to use in the book without offending

present day Laestadlans .

/
Photoé?phs;Vernon Barberg took one last summer of Hjalmar Procope and

Mrs.ProcopJ beside one of the pioneer log cabins,and thinks it would
be good as an 11lustration.I do not know how you would feel about
pictures taken in the Cokato museum,but they have some fascinating old
things in it,Their little monument ,to the Deyﬁére gettlers and the Cokato
pioneers as well,would be interesting,too,although jts chief beauty 1s
and artistry of the Finnish stone mason who made 1t,
Theps 13 & plcture of a coffin made by one of the old-timers (not lMatti)
long, before his death,with an inseription lettered by him;the funeral
was memorable to all the younger members of the church,as there were two
germons,each lasting an hour ,However,l suppose one coffin-and-grave
anecdote will be enough in the book,as we are not as tough-minded as
the o0ld Finns were=-and are-on the jolly old sﬁbject of death,
The Barbergs heartily approve using the three plctures of the
farmstead at Ssarikogki,which would be loaned by the Historical Socilety,
and they gave me some interesting facts about log architecture on Finnish

farms .,They were originally,like many of my friends in northern Minnesof,




from northwestern Finland,where farm bulldings were made of logs
and all facing in to a yard,rather like a mediseval Scandinavian
courtyard.That type of farmstead wa s not built in southern Minnesotan

but the individual farm buildings were much the same,

Maa SN




M .0'Connell:

I shall be in Minneapolis on Friday,bound north,and would like to

ome in some time between two and three-thirty,and really look througn
files material this time,I will pick up my song mss.at the same time,
Mr,Macy wanted the "Culture and Customs" title changed;how about

Vel

of these ?
Traditions and Customs
Traditional Customs
Finnish Folk Tpaditions

The Finnish Inheritance

Racial Culture

I think the first is the best,and the last the worst (sounds like
a proverb) I am not getting on very fast,because no one answers any
letters.A lot of festivals and celebrations,cholr contests,temperance
meetings,Finnish Relief meetings,and plays are being held or gotten ready

in June;perhaps by Juhla-ing this week end myself,I may get in touch with

b

arjree E%{M—

people better.
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Report to Mr, O'Connell;
In Cokato,at the Midsumme r Juhla,l had a very satisfactory
inter view with Mr,lundouist,who likes the New York Mills chapter,
nbut took it back with him for possible corrections in piodneer
history.He and lirs,Lundquist also read and approved the "Traditions
and Customs" chapter,I also saw Mr.Rattama of Nashwauk,Mr.and Mrs.
Parta of New York Mills and others interested in the book and
helpful with sugqeations.There were no dancers or anything in the
out of door celebration that would have photographed well-=the evening
choirs would have been fine for photographs,but there was no
photographers or oppotunity¢all music,and fine for a choir write=-
up. )

I spent two hours this morning zefhg lMr,Lampe in Duluth,
~

Will you please show this to Mr,Macy ?

June 24,I94I,

hﬁ@gfﬁ;fgw;gg_ EiJ%ijL—
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/ Dear lir. Nacy,

iy
f I shall be in Minneapoclis on July Ist,and will bring the thre
¥y
completed chapters of "The Finns of Minnesota" to the office,with two
others returned as they were originally.There are still two incomplete

chapters,although some good material has been sent in for them,

As to the Cokato reimbursement,l imagine it is too late for me

anything about it now,

Cloquet Midsummer Festival,while naturally not a cheerful one,was

great deal with the book,especially with the New

sivpmecerely,

feayriifoges




Report to Mr.0'Connell:
I am enclosing some time report cards,as I have too
in Minneapolis on Tuesday,and will bring my time
me,filled in through Monday-I hope that is correct.
hapter,'"Culture and Customs" will

T ~131 1A o O B ey e o~ ~F ~r e Sl Y P
1 would like to ¢ over with you then

York Mills.and Cokato chapters.

I shall telephone you before coming in,probably in the afternoon.

Monsrve. Edgon
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June 9, 1941

Mr. Victor J. Gran

Ass {stant Attormey General
State House

S%. Paul, Mnnesota

m“ I‘-GMI

Reoently, at the suggestion of Dr. Arthur Larsen,
w. J.P. Reattam and others, we asked Mss larjorie Edgar of Marine
to make certain minmor revisions and additions to the menusoript en
the Pinns of Mnnesota., I asked Msa Edgar te comsult with you
before her work took final form, and she reports that she saw you
in your offiee the ether day.

Acgording to Mss Edgar, you agree with M. Arne
Halonen that the chapter on Cooperatives ought to be revised,
preferably by Mr, Severi Alanne of Superior, and that you would
ask hia to do the work. If that is corresct, we will leave 1t %o
you to make this arreangement with Mr. Alanne. I believe you have
o chpy of the Cooperatives shapter which you can give to Mr. Al anne
4f a pattern for length and style « if not, please lot me know and
I will gee if wo can resurrest a copy here,

Yours wery truly

Rosgoe lacy
State Supervisor
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Superior, Wisconsin

June 11, 1941
Mr, Vietor Gran,
Assistant Attorney General,
State Capitol,
St., Paul, Minn.

Dear Friend Gran:

The suggestion you made in your letter of June 10th about my
rewriting the chapter on Co-operation in the History on Minnesota
Finns, is very interesting. I had the notion to say yes, but before
I am in a position to commit myself definitely, I would like to get
some additional information in regerd to the project. First, how
extensive is the chapter; in other words, how many typewritten sheets
does it comprise? After reading the chapter as it is now written,
would I be free to rewrite it completely in case I come to the same
conclusion as Arne Halonen, that it is weak? I have sometimes been
asked to improve poor translations and I have almost invariably come
to the conclusion that instead of trying to improve on a poor
translation, it would take less time and effort to do the translation
entirely anew. I have a notion that this is true also of poorly com-
posed manuscripts.

I would also like to know if it is expected that I do this work
without any compensation. I am willing to contribute a little to
good causes, but just now I am so busy with my regular work that I
couldn't find much time beyond regular working hours to do such extra
work. However, I have the consent of our Educational Director to take
time from the C.C.W. for this work, provided, that my time will be
compensated.

Please let me know about these matters and also if you are in any
particular rush with this work.
Terve tervehyttédjélle!
Fraternally yours,

CENTRAL CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE
/ /,(/ 4’(%

Vs S, Alanne,
VSA:AH Educational Dep't.
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