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THE PINNS IN MINNESOTA

PREFACE
INTRODUCTION
I. THE PINNS OF MINNESOTA TODAY

As Population Distributions According to the 1930

census, 60,610 of Minnesota's 2,663,000 population were foreign
born Finns or of Fimnnish descents These sixty thousand represent
one={ifth of the mumber in the United States: They are concente
rated largely in the Arrowhead country bordering the north shore
of Lake Superior, and practically all of them speak Finnish as well
as Englishe With the portions of the Superioreluron dreinage basin
ineluded in the states of Wisconsin and ¥ichigan, this segment of
Minnesota forms a geographic area in which more than half the Finns
whe came to the United States have settleds

The Arrovhead ocountry, the northeast section of Mimesota,
is cold, marshy; and lake-spotteds In it are the Vermilion, the
Mesabl, and part of the Cuyuna ranges, from which more iron ore is
extracted than in any other district in the world, Much of the
country is covered with second-growth forest, and threaded by rivers

and meandered lakes, a popular sumer playground, Lumbering opere

ations are still carried on in this region, although large scale
cutting ended in 1933,
In this land of marsh, woods and lakes so similar in scen~

ory and climate to Pinland, the Finnish immigrants have settled.




Many of them live in the Range Towms, mining commmities on or
near the various ore deposits. Nore than half of them however,
are farmers, and it has been estimated that in St. Louis county,
which extends from Duluth to the Canadian border and forms the
base of the Arrowhead, more then 90 percent of the ferms are own-
od by families of Fimnish extractions Older centers of the Fimnns
are in Minneapolls, Cokato, New York Mills, and Wadena, where the
first Finnish immigrants settled and bought farmse

Bs Occupationse The first Fimns who came to MNinnesota

were farmers. Many of thelr countrymen at the same time migrated
to Wiehigan as copper miners and when the iron mines of Mimnesota
opened up, they came %o the Arrowhead. The logging industry
attracted some of the immigrantse Many FPinns work in the iron
mines and lumber camps today, but with the depression and waning
of the lumbering industry great numbers have returned to the soil
for thelir living,

Farming has always been the preferred occoupation of the
Fimnse Their charscteristic farm, marked by the mumber of build-
ings soattered neross its fields, distinoctive hay-barns with the
walls sloping irmward at the bottom, and the ubiguitous bathhouse,
is a familiar sight in northern Nimmesotas

The Fimnish immigrents who homesteaded or bought the cute
over land of the north were hard pressed to eke out a living,
Their familiarity with the diffioulties of farming in frost-bitten
areas have made life possible if not prosperous for thems

In addition to their prominence as the labor supply for

what remains of the lumber industry in the state, the Finns have




found employment in the paper mills of the reglon, where their
experisence in the industry back in the mother country and their
adaptability as factory labor have made them good hands. They
also love to fish the many Minnesota lakes, and the cheapness of
fresh-water fish in Minmesota markets is partly because of them.
They are excellent fishermen as s result of their former depen~
denoe on Finland's lakes for a large part of their diet.

Cs Social, Political and Beonomic Importance of the

Groups An outstanding charaoteristic of the Fimmish settler is

his habit of reading oxtensivelys MNore than 30 Flanish=languapze
newspapers exist in Amerlos; and many of them eiroulats in Minnew
sotas Many Finnish homes have on the parlor teble copies of the
Kalevala, the Pimnish national eplo. Numercus olasses in cooners
ation, farming and trade union problems, and ouldural subjects are
held throughout the area, and the per sapita book sale is highe

The Fimns long have been highly literate and reading is
an ingrained habits Another oultural activity is dramaties. Tabue
lation of a four-month peried in 1917, showed that more than fifty
Finnish-language plays were piven in the northecentrel states.
Strindberg, Selms lagerlof, and Nall Caine were among the litersry
figures whose works were offered,

The politieal viewpoint of the Pimnisheimerican is ale
most unanimously progressive, and hes has been solidly behind
both the Farmer-labor party of liimnesota, and the lNew Deal
nationallys. This attitude is in mccordsnce with the traditione
al ideology of the Finn, developed in the long strugrle against

Gy

oppression by Tsarist Russia and Sweden, and strengthened by




successful experimentation with state-owned industry and coop=
erative actions Faotors in the Pinns' experiences in this
country which have made them politically progressive are their
experiences with the labor policy of the nining and logging
companies, decreased cpportunity in farming beocsuse little good
land was avallable at the time of their arrival, and tho fect
that their attempts in the fields of consumers' cooperation have
been sigoally successfule Thiz latter wovement has made the
soncept of a ccoperative conmonwealth a familiar and cherished
ideal in the minds of most of the groups

Finns are beginning to participate in government as
aggressively as thelr Secandinavian neighborses They play an
sctive part in local politics and form a solid progressive front.

They are strong in support of mass education, with the result

that the Iron Range, with the large mining companies furnishing

a donvenient source for taxes, has the best and biggest county
school system in the atate.

In religious inelinations the whole group is Lutheran
Protestant, although far fewer in this country belong to the
national ehurch than did in Finlande

The most signifieant contribution the Finn has made to
the economic life of Minnesota is the fostering and development
of the northern consumers' ccoperative movements In Cloquet, &
paper-manufacturing and lumbering town, is one of the largest
consumers' cooperative stores in the countrys The enterprize
has been go successful that it has driven many other stores out

of towne Cooperatives are common wherever Finns lives




Following the 0ld World inclination for deirying, the
Fionish farmer bears out the adage "here there is a Fimn, there
is a cows" The farmers usually patronize a cooperative creamery,
With rare exception, the Finn is a man of moderate meanss There
are no great fortunes listed in the group, and usually he is dependent
on his farm or his wages for his livelihoods
II, OLD ViQRLD BACKGROUND

Ae Raolal Historye ihe Finnie tribes, originating scme=

where on the vasi central plains of Eurasia at a locality not yet
definitely determined, were relatively late in attaining a high
degree of eivilization. From the begimning of the Pronse Age until
the Christian era, they were migratory tribes, pushing slowly to-
ward the northwest and the present nation of Finlands On this 2,000-
yoar trek their cocupations were chiefly hunting and fishing, grage
ing of a fow sheep, and a primitive form of agriculture.

These people were blonde, like the Swedes, but shorter and
more stooky, and often slant-eyed. Classified as "roundheads" they
were of & rage different from their European neighbors, the "long
headss"

Upon entering Finland, they continued their mode of life
for many centuries and were regurded as savages by Othere, the ninthe
century Norweglan adventurer-explorer whose remarks were preserved
in the writings of Alfred the Oreats Being & pscifie people, they
had 1ittle trouble with their Swedish neighbors on the coast of Pine

lande However, their skill as sesmen led them before long %o piracy,

& vocation in which they were successful for many years until Swedish

rule of the country and the cuming to power of the Hanseatic League




made it too precarious an occupation.

Be TFinland, the Buffer States The Christisnigation of

Finland end its subjugation to Sweden were both mecomplished by
the sword in the Twelfth Centurys This period wes marked by Spore
edle fighting, with pelitiesl domination coming in 1167 and Christe
ianity later, after Dishop lenry, now patron saint of Finland, had
been drewned under the lee by his wnwilling converts.

Under Swedish rule & nobility was creatod from the rich
ehieftains to help the Swedes keep the country, amd levies of soldiers
'were frequent in the long ware which merked Sweden's expension to-
werd the Fasts VWhen the country was made into the puchy of Finland
&8 & reward for militiry service, a Diet wee formed, and by experie
ence in this body Finland learned carly the lessons in self-governe
ment which were to make ite people femilier with demoorstic processes
when indeperdence was won. Swedish rule contributed to the develope
ment of agriculture and trade, With the help of the Yansa traders
the Finns began to send buttor and woeod producte out of the sountry
to the Cermen cities, Contact with the outeide world broupht the
usual blessings of elvilizetion, including steel for tocls and weapons,
eloth, Jewelry and art cbjeete, and the Black Plague, which ravaged

the country every now and then for the next five hundrod yearss

Before the snd of the vlddle Ageés, however, a new threat

arose on the easts This wns the growing state, Russia, which
began to contend with Sweden for the supremacy of the northe Nany
Fimns were marched off to war along the sastern border, and in

the bitter struggles Russia gained more and mere of what had been
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Finnish territorys Finally, vhen Swedish rule had degenerated so

mach a8 to make the Finns fearful of their future if they continued

BB 1oyﬁ1 subjoots of their Xing, they comnived with Alexander and

in 1800 were teken into the Fussian Bmpire.

Alsxander allowed the Plmns to koep their privilege of
self-govermment, and for many years they were undisturbed by the
pan~slavis theories of their new mestors, But s the lesscns learn-
od from the Prench Revolution wore off, their freedom wus thraeoten~
ed, and the nation faged unfriendly tariff, military service, and
land laws, Tinally, opposition erystallized in the genersl strike

s When all over Finland work stopped umtil the Tsar made

short~lived concessions to the demand of the Finna for self-rule.
fith the return of the oppressive tactios of the Russian govern-
mont, Fimmigh patriots waited thelir time, and with the rise of the
Bolsheviks they accepted the chance to make their country an inde-
pendent nations

Ca Causes of PEmizrations ¥Equal o California in aren,

Finland's population has always been slights Living oconditions

ware extremely hard because of its barren soil, its eloudy, frosty
elimate, and its lack of mineral wealths PFamines have been free
quent in Finnish history, and svery peasant kmows the taste of bread
made from straw and bark, the diet in lean years, 'The unproductive=
ness of the land has been the greatest single cause for emizration,
for good farms were scarce and the Fimn had to seel snother land to

earn encugh money to buy a farm. Failing such e move, he faced a




1ife of neare-beggary, and it was estinated in 1899 that one-
third of the peasant populstion wms landless, working for ine
finitesimal day-wages., The greatest emigration has been from
the provinces of Oulu and Veasa, two barren counties at the
head of the Gulf of Bothnime The comstal plains, fertile and
populated largely by Swedes, ylelded few emigrants to the strean,
In the nineteenth century, as the population grew at a rapid pace,
more end more emigrants came to the new lands scross the Atlantiec,
Later, this movement was intensified by political une
rest under Russian rule, and large number of exiles, volumtary or
enforoed, joined the movement overseas, Most of these emigrants
left in the early years of the twentieth centurye
The motive in the minds of many emigrants wes to save
enough money in the new land to enable them to go back to Fine
land and buy & good farm, Returmn migration has aversged 29 per
cent,

IIle, THE FIRST FINNS ARRIVE IN 18064

Ae BSpecific Causes of their Imnigration. Aside from

isolated instances of sailors "jumping ship" in Messaschusetts and

California, the first Finnish immigrent’ceme through Norwey, "Ame

erica fever" in Norwey was an important motivating fector in the
migration,

During the 1860's Norwegian immigration to Minnesota got
underway in earnest, Letters from the settlers and newspaper re-
ports fired the imagination of their countrymen and helped to swell
the tide, Hard times wtlll dogged the Fimms who had left theiyr

native land to work in the mines of northern Norway, and they were




recoptive to the idee of further migration as an economic solutions
The United States was actively promoting immigration
through O+ Be Dreutger, consul in Bergen, Norways In 1883 the con=
sul issued a psmphlet stating that the Indian rebellion was over,
that wages were good and that the future looked bright for the
Amorican republice Christien Toftesen, employed by the Michipen
copper mining compenies to recruit contract labor, had begun his

promotions]l aeotivities, He is credited with prompting the migration

of 589 persons from Tromug. Norway - in 1864,

Bs YVoysge Landing snd Arrival st St. Peter. In the spring

of 1864 three seiling vessels losded with emigrents left Tromso,
Abosrd the first boat were several Fimns. Peter Lahti, Matti Niemi,
and Antti Roveinen brought their families, Nikke Hepps, (Soloment)
Nulus end Mattd Nieml were alss in the partye.

After a sevenwweek voyage the ship docked at lantreal, The
imsigrants proceeded by lake boat to Chicego, and by rail and river
boat to St. Peter, an the Mimnnmescta River in the south central part
of the states This part of the journey took three monthss

On arriving at St. Peter the Norweglian immigrents took
homestoads in Lake Prairie Township where a settlement of thelr
countrynen had slready been established, The Fimns, lacking equip=
ment to begin farming found employment breaking sod, making hay snd
bullding homes in the settlement,

On the journey & child wes born in the Niemi family and the
youngest Lahti child died, Late in 1864, Petsr Lahti end MNetti
Niemi, Jre,; joined the Mimnesots Heavy Artillery fattalion and went

to wer in the South.
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The following year the Fimns pushed out to Remville County
and toock homesteads about 40 miles west of Sts Peters This territe-
ory two years before had been the battle ground of the last Sioux
uprisings Leaving their families at Fort Ridgley for safety, the
ploneers built their cebins, with logs from the woods along the
Minnesota Rivers Muskrats, trapped in the marshes, was the main
item of their diet in the edrly years, and muskrat furs, marketed
at St, Peter, was the major sourde of income.

A son of Matti Niemi, Nicoleeo, who was ten years old
when he arrived in this country, resides two miles east of Franklin
on the homestead olaimed by his father in 1866« The family name

hes been "Americanized” and changed to Johnsone

Late in the swumer of 1864 the second group of Fimnish

imnigrants arrived et Hed Wing, on the Mississippi Eiver in southe
eastern Minnesota, Nere the men found work cutting wood for the
river boats,

In the perty were Mattl Taeperi and femily of five, Elias
Peltopers, Enasé Kajala end Matti Maata. Cholera struck Red Wing
end the survivors meved up river to Mimneapolis, and then pushed
westward 50 miles to Cokato. There they were joined by ietias
Karjenako, Olaf Westerberg and Johen Viinikkase Xarjeonake and
Peltopera soon sold their claims and movid farther weat; but in
1866 another small group came to Cokato. These were Isak Branstrom
and wife, Isak Barberg, Darbe, wife snd son, Nels Selvala (Johmson)
snd wife, snd Adam Onjemo, These people came as the result of
enthusiastic lettors by Westerberg and Viinikke. Others followed.

Johan Piippo, Isak Jaakon, Hati and August Peterli started a new




settlement farther north near Holmes City, Mimmescta, in 1868,
Minneapolis beceme the distribution peint for immigrents

from Finland and settlement fanned out to the northwest, with cone

centration pointi\at Cokato, Kingston, Holmes City, New York uilis

and Monaghae

IVe THE WAVE OF IIMIGRATION GAINS MOMENTUM

A, Bpecific Resascons for Leaving Thelr Home Provinces,

The first Pinnish immigrants had come from Norway, But in the
1870's immigration from Finland itself began. Five years of
I‘a@ or poor orops in Finiand after 1866 was the chief cause.
The first Pinnish settlers in Mimmegota kept in touch with their
relatives back in Oulu and Vesss provinces. “imerican letters"

contributed & great deel l‘uild‘i:;g"; up the communities of Colmto
i y ¢l iedn

ardh

end New York Mills, Jamesd5 Hill's ﬁolic;' of attracting lumige

s
rents to hts reilroed grant lends also helped to populate New

York Mills, Settlement there begen at the time that the cormume=
ity was the western terminus of the railroads

Tﬁo policy of the Michigan mining compmnies also was ir@ort-
ant in helping te populate the Finnish farming comumities of Mimmee
sotas Christian Toftesen recruited Pinng to the Hancook miness
The newcomers would work leng enough to save some money, buy & ferm,
and leave the mines, their pleces being tuken by later srrivals.
Hany of the miners settled in Mimnesota, btuying land near one of
the established commumities of Finns.
Ve THEE CREEST OF THE WAVE

Ae Influx into the Arrowhesds The northeastera part of

the state, the Arrowhead country, sew its first Finnish ifmnigrant




in 1870, wher a few Fimnish fishermen set up their shacks on
Minnescta Point, Duluthe It was not long before the first
Pimish farmers in the territory followed them, settling in
iltdway township, St Louls county, In 1876 more ilmmigrants
found work in a sewmill in adjeosnt Carlton county, now a center
of the Fimnish settlement, After working in the mill for a few

years many of the sawmill hands bought land and began farming.

Bs The Turn of the Centuryw-Causes for Increased Immipe

rations Forces in the 0ld World were beginning to make the lot

of the Finns there so wnattradtive that in the years following the
turn of the century meny left their home land for the United States.
Chiefly responsible for the migration was the discontent which the
Finns felt wnder Russien rule, The Russification policies of Bobe
rikoff, the Tsar's governor, were in full swing, It was amounced
that the Finnish Army (in which young Finns had served their milite
ary oonsoription, under Finnish officers end Fimmish army methods )
would be disbanded, and honseforth oonscription pericds would be
gserved in the Imperial Army, This was an unweloome change to the
Pions, who knew from experience that the life of the consecripts
would be & hard one, under unsympsthetic slien officers using sn
alien tongue,

Another Russisn policy that conmtributed to the discontent
wags ombodied in the lend laws, which were squeesing out the small
farmers It was estimated at the start of the period that one-third
of the poasants were homeless, doing day lebor on the farms and
sleeping wherever they could, Contrasting to this picture were the

lotters written back from the first emigrants to America, There a




men, sccording to them, could "whittle gold with & wood knife,"
Prominent in the propagenda barrage were the Fimnishslanguege
newspepers printed in the new country, optimistie and full of
success storiess With them oame maps printed by land companies
and reilroads offering ferms in the state for $§6 en acres The
rallrouds; holding enormous tracts of land in the north of the
state were especially sotive in this work and many lend agents
hired by them were active in Finland,

A third reason why the Finns oame to Minnesota in such
numbers at this time was the opening of the Minnesota Iron mines,
This had coincided roughly with the slackening of production in
the ocopper mines of Michigen, eand Finns employed there had moved
on to Minnesota, where the mine operstors took advantege of the
new labor supplyes Veges were comperativelyv good, erd many Fimns
canme from the hemelend to Join relatives snd friends in the big
pits,

Ce Ocoupational Attractions. Mining wes the bigpest

occupational attraction for the newlyearriving Finnse The nines
were expanding their productions BSuperintendents had hired
Fimish foremen to hendle the Finns, most of whom even after a

number of years could spesk only Fimnish with any degree of ease,

énd the arrivals found it easy to get jobs theres Eveleth, Hivtbing,

Gilvert, Virginie and Crosby-Ironton, and Duluth became the homes
of many Fimns, most of whom were dependent on the mines for their
living,

The booming lumber industry in the northern part of the

state also provided jobs for memny of the newecomers, many of whom




had experience in logging in their native lands Some of the
lumbermen bought farms, oultiva..tim; them in the summer and work=
ing in the forests im the winter,

Vis PRODLEMS MET IH THE WEW WORLD

;

he Problems of Social Adjustments There were many probe

lems to be faced Wy the newcowers, snd today aseimiletion in the

soclel structure of the United States is not cemplete, although

with the sharp drop in immigretion following the postewar quotn‘

provisions, the Americmnization of the Flun has proceeded at a
great pace, Many of them were political exiles from Russien rule,
outspoken and set in their beliefss They were pacifistic largelyes
During the war hysteria they suffered from the enmdty of their
patriot neighbors, in some instances going to jeil rather than
obeying the draft call, The Industrial Werkers of the World bee
came an organizatien powerful in the north, with Finn miners end
lumberjacks prominent in its militant membershipe The ensuing
labor wars were bitter in these industries, and many Fimns, blacke
listed after the mines strike of 1915, were forced to turn to the
land for & livings Those who remained in the mines have transferred
their affilietion to the Steel Workers Organiging Committee, CIO,
S8ocial adjustment betwoen the Fimmg end thelr neighbers
also proved diffieult, Difficulty in Jearning English led the
firet penerstion Finns towerd elannishnesss They were distrusted
by, and in turn looked with suspicion upon, their neighborse They
encountered the usual disdein of the old settler for pecple who
eould not speak English, Being literate snd intelligent people,

they asmarted under the assumption that they were inferior te the




assimilated inhebitantse They ure proud of their own culture and
strive to keep it alive in this country,

To fight these problems, the Finng have had the indemitable
drive to work that has made life possible for them on the meager
"stump-farns® of the norths It has been said that the Fimn believes
he cen molve all problems by work, snd their history in this country
would eppesr to bear out the statement, Also, &s it beceme clear to
the majority that the United States was indeed to beocome their new
homelend, the impetus toward assimilation was increased by the wholee
hearted .c«.ctivitiea of the verious socleties and orgenizetions set wp
for socianl and economiec purposes. These have carried on Americanizes
tion sotivities and at the present day the younger Fimns are indise

tinguishable from their neighbors save in physical charncteristics,

Be Vorking and Living Conditionss Fortitude of the Fimns

has been proven by the winters of Northern Mimnesota,

In mining commmities they live in compeny houses or on a
pateh of land where ench family keeps e cow snd raises some vepgote
ablea, Tim‘hef workers live in bunk houses or heve a "stumpefarm,"

Much wus ssid In the early deys of Finnish settlement
about the frailty of the Finns, They were especinlly susceptible
ﬁo tuberculosis, snd the disesse msde heavy inrosds on the settlers,
One reascn given for this disesse finding such a fertile breeding-
place smong the Finna is their custom of sealing their houses tight
in winter to prevent the escape of heats, The Fimnish steam bath
was thought to be a factor, too, in the high tuberculosis rate.

Defiolencies in diet, a direct result of low income; is now

recogniged ag the chief csuse of tuderculosis, Pulmenary irritatien




from silica dust the mines; a major hazard in the indusiry,
is also a factor in tho sproed of the disenses
The Finnish housewife is extremely clean, and her house
will usually shine with the traditionsl briglitness acoredited to
the Dutchs The fare she puts on the table is simple, much like
the rye-breed, milk, fish, pork and tuber diet of the 0ld Countrys
The most spectacular feature of the Fimn's life to oute
giders isg his method of teking the Saturday night bathes This is
the celebrated Finnish bath, telen in a specially bullt bathhouse
where stean is produced by throwing water on heated stones while
the ccoupants of the bethhouse best themselves with bireh twigs
to produce perspirations The heat in the house becomes intense
and when the bather has hed enough he rung outside for a rell in
the snow or a plunge in a lake.
Yiie ROLE OF THE FINNS IF THE EOCHOMIC AND: POLITICAL PICTURE

Ao Cooperativess The cooperatives owe a great deel of

their success to the support snd active orgsnisetion of Finnish
&L

farmers and workers, Todey practically all of the officials in

the Superiocr Cooperative Wholesale are Finnge WNuny producers'

organizstions, such as the Cocperative Livestock Associstion of
New York Mills, owe their existence to the Fimng, Through the
north the Finns have ploneered in this werk.

Be Trade Unions in Mass Production Industries. ifuch

support has been given the formstion of unions Ly the Fimmns, and
many of them were brothers in the illefated Western Federation of
Miners. Subsequently thelr "unicn men™ tradition took them into

the Industrial Workers of the Vorld smd later to the CIO ateel and




ti-ber workers' unionge Their hlstory in northern Mimnesote in
thege labor movements is fesoinating, an eple story

& ey 5 wand e o
raingt & formidavle fode

Cs Progreégsive Role in the Farmer<Later Perty. Distriots

ir which Finns are to be found form the backbone eof vobting strength
of the Fermer<Lebor Party, Because of thelr experiences in the

of orgenized letor, the FPinne of Minneeote are ususlly found
the progressive vengusrd of the partys, They are earnest in thelr
convietions end intelerent of politicsl irregularities.

De  Cultursl end Soolel Socleties, Church societies, sthletioc

LI

olubs, educationsl socleties, cooperetive courses end schoels, political
elubs; literery troups,; /mericanizetion umits, tempersnod gocietlies,
bands, orchestras and choruses, as well es suxiliery fumotions of the

unions #nd cooperatives, econstitite the main social and enlturzl scte

-

ivities engnped v the Finna, PFinnishelanguege pepors sve filled
bty acoounts of the sotivities of these orgenizations, indiceting that
they pleyed sn importsnt pert im the gecial Jife of the settlere.

The Fiang in Minmesota help to support f-‘x;m".:'.\("l‘i.n'itmd") Oollege,

at Hancosk, Michigsan, Theyv are sotive in ceoperative schodls founded

to tesch the prineiples of cocperstion end business menagement of

cooperstive stores, They have outlets for musical eand literary ecte
ivity, two of the erts in which they teke great intereat because of
their pride in their naticnel contributionse Also prominent in the
culturel life of the Finng is the fraterns) organisation; the Sons

y

of Kaleval,
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FINLAND (Suomen Tasavalta)

Finland, "the lend of & thousand lakes,"

was a grand duchy under
Russian sovereignty prior to 1917. However, on December 6, 1917, Finland
declared her independence.

Geographically, Finland has as its extreme length, North to South,
a distance of 700 miles. Finland is bordered on the North by Norwegisn Lap-
land, on the East by Russia, on the South by the Gulf of Finland, and on the
West by Sweden and the Gulf of Bothnia, Finland has an area of 149,588 square
miles, 35% being forests, 11% lekes, 3% areable and 5% grass land. Its largest
lake is Ladoga, also the largest in Europe. Finland's lakes provide means for
transportation to a better extent than do the rivers. Of the rivers, the
Muonio is the most important, and it flows between Finland and Sweden.

Geologically, it is similar to the Scandinavian Penninsula, showing
granite, with traces of rock before and after the glacier era.

Climetically, Finlend is a land of extreme cold end long winters,
with short spring and autumn; the summer is about two to two and one half months
longe

Economically

Finlends c¢limate hinders the agricultural district, making the agric-
ultural supply smaller than the demand. The principal items in descending
order are: hay, potatoes, ocats, rye, barley, wheat, ete; value equal to

5000,000 marks per year,




Toivo Torma

In 1926 Finland had 3,526 factories, employing 149,367 workers, and
yielding 10,935,000 marks, Chief industries are: wood, peper, iron and mechan=
ieal works, textiles, leather, etc,

The merchantile marine of Finland, Jenuery 1, 1927, was composed of
4,930 vessels; it also had in 1927, two airlines, The Helsinki-Stockholm and
Helsinki Reval,

Finland has 15,700 miles of primary roads, and 16,00 miles of second-
ary roads, By 1927, 2,866 miles of railroad, 2,706 miles were owned by the
state.

There are 2,811 telegraph offices, 14,170 miles of telegraph, and

9,264 miles of telephone, 2ll state owned,

Population (Aecording to deta of 1926)

[

Total population amounted to 3,558,059; 17.1% urban, the remeinder
in country districts. Classified according to language: Finnish 88.7%,
Swedish 11%, others 3%. Religiously: Protestent 97%, Greek Orthodox, 1.7%,
Roman Catholies, .02%, others 1.28%. According to occupation: egriculture
65%, industry 15%, transport 3%, public administration 2%, miscellaneaous, 10%.
1926 birth retes ere as follows: 21.7 per thousend and death rate
13.4 per thousand. This meens an increase of people to the extent of 8.3 per
thousand, or 29,349 during the year of 1936. The population in 1930 was
3,667,067,

Source = Encyclopedia Britannica Volume 9, 14th edition.

Distribution and Occupation of
The Finns

We find the greatest numbers inhabiting the northern states of our
country. They are most numerous in Michigen, Minnesota, Massachusetts, New

York, Washington, Oregon, Ohio, and Wisconsin. The first Finns came to the
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"so-called" Copper Country of the Upper Peninsule of Michigan because they
had been imported by one of the large mining companies operating there.
When the first Finns were settled there, they celled others of their friends
end relstives. Thus the Finn, who had never been & miner in his native country,
beceme & miner at Americe, which occupation he has followed ever since.
But why didn't he settle in Iowa, or Illinois, or Ohio or in some other
fertile section of the United States. The Immigrant knows from solid facts of

reslity that he has no chence there without means. Homesteads were not to be

procured in them) states any longer when he came. The only chance he had was to

stick to any kind of & job until he had saved enough to feel independent. But
by this time he had become scquainted with his work end the surroundings; others
followed him, end in a short time there wes a large community of his countrymen
about him, If he now thought of settling on a farm he didn't have money enough
to buy one in & valueble farming section, neither was he acquainted with such
pleces. The thing to do was to buy a farm in some neighborhood where other
Finns had settled before him, or take & homestead in some far away unsettled
region in Northern Michigean, Wisconsin, Minnesote or some other northern state.
This is the main reeson why the Finns have settled so largely in the colder

end unfertile sections of the United States.

The Finns in the Mines

We shell consider this occupation first because it was the first
occupation the Finn was engaged in on coming to Americe, In Finland mining
does not exist as we know of it in Americe. No doubt, there are mineral de=-
posits there, but they have not been developed as yet. Yet the first comers
to America were led into this occupation, end as he was en industrious and
hard worker, he made good, end has ever since been kmown as & miner of the
first rank. From the copper mines of Houghton and Keweenaw Counties many

found their way to the iron districts in Marquette County, that were just
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opening about this time. Later we find them coming to the large Iron distriect

known as the Gogebic Range.

The iron mines in northern Minnesote were opened up considerably later

than in Michigen. By that time the Finn had become recognized as & good miner,
and found, therefore, no difficulty in getting work on the Vermillion and
Mesaba Renges of Minnesota. The mines developed very fast in this section,
being mostly open=-pit mines from which ore could be dug up very easily. More
Finns kept coming right elong, until at the present time there are nearly eas
meny Fimns in Minnesote es in Michigen.

Besides the iron and copper mines, Finns are also found employed in
the coel mines of Pennsylvenie, Montena, Wyoming, Uteh, end Illinois. Some
have entered mining fields in Colorade, Arizona, Aleska, end other places, so
thet it is not & rare thing to find a Finn almost anywhere,

The Finn as a Farmer

Over 50% of the Finns have come from egricultural life so thet it is
not surprising if we find their steps leading beack to farm life even in America,
"If I could only get sbout forty acres of lemd, I could live more comfortably
on & farme That is an ideal place to bring up your femily; end then if a man should
be sick, bis pay-roll would not be affected by it right eway; and a farmer is
independent and free," Thoughts like these are often expressed by men living
in towns or cities. It seems to be quite a general desire to settle on a farm
sometime, end hundreds are realizing this hope every year. After laboring in a
mine or at some other work for a few years, until he has saved enough to give him
e stingy start, he buys leand, from 40-120 acres, end takes up his cherished
occupation. He generally secures a cut-over strip of land in Michigan, files
2 Homestead in Minnesota, or purchases en old farm in western New York, Connect-
icut, or elsewhere. The stumpy leand looks very forlorn end chellenging. But

the Finn settles down to work and clears acre after acre, elthough compelled
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to leave his home meny & time to work in the mines or the woods during the
winter months in order to earn meens of subsistence for himself, and his

femily. For this reason Mr, J. H, Jasberg, lend egent of the D.D.D. & A. R. Hey
who hes sold more lend to the Finns than eny other men in America, said that
the only language the stumps understand in Upper Michigan, is the Finnish

language.

Source = From "Americenization of the Finns"
by J. Wargelin A.M. Book written 1924,

Causes of Immigration from
Finland

The first cause for immigretion from Finlend has been, with the first
comes from Norway snd Sweden, as well as with the later ones, meager earnings
and uncertainy of subsistence. This can be readily seen from the rise and fall
of immigration according to financial conditions in fmerica.

The second important cause has been the compulsory military service
law which was enacted in 1878, just about the time thet immigration from Fin-
lend began to grow. An explenation for this is not that the Fimn is afraid
to fight,--on the contrary it must be said that he is a great warrior, as the
histories of the Thirty Years War, Turko-Russien War of 1877, the World War,
The Red Rebellion of Finlend in 1918 etc. prove--but naturally peace loving
he has seen too much of war. His country has been a battlefield for centuries
in the struggle for supremascy between the Slevs and the Scandinaviens in the
Baltic countries, He had shed his blood on nearly every foreign battlefield
where nations have assembled. As & result of this, there is instilled into
the mind of the Finn a dread and abhorrence of war, This sentiment has been
instilled in him by his mother while he was being teught his nursery rhymes.
No, & Finn is not a coward where & righteous wer is neccessary, but as he
could not quite sympathize with the plens of the old Russien regime for mil-

itery aggrendizement, he left his country in order to evoid wnpopuler militery
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service.

An importent cause is also found in the restless, dissatisfied
mind of youth, the so called “wander-lust". No other reason can be attrib-
uted to the emigration of so many young men and even merried people, who are
not moved by eny finenciel pressure.

Professor Kilpi strikes the heart of this problem when he states
that the development has gone in Finlend es well as in other countries fronm
the agricultural to technical and industriel conditions. "Emigretion from =
country always appears, as far as time is concerned, during that period of
socisl-economic transition which is caﬁsed by en industriel end cepitalistie
revolution in en old treditional esgricultureal community." This transition he

terms "sociael capillerity."” And he quotes Kautsky who has figured that during

the seven year period from 1901-1908, 5,740,000 persons from agricultural

life emigrated from Europe." It is true that they not only leave the country
but move into cities and industrial centers. Thus the "Pohjalaiset" (in-
habitents of the provinces of Wase and Oulu) heve formed the bulk of the
immigrents as well as of the industrial workers.

A furthef reason for immigration emong the "Pohjaleiset" is found
to exist in their nature and charecteristies. They are active, possess
physical vitality, and are daring and enterprising. They were found early
as sailors or fisherman on the Norwegien coast, and as shipbuilders and car=
penters in many cities. They thus beceme fortune seekers who could undergo
the severities and trials of a stranger trying to establish himself amid new
end strange conditions.

In 1891 it was stated in the Diet of Finlend, that one who understands
the conditions in Northern Europe, understands the reason for immigration to
America, "As long as Finland cen not pey like wages to laborers as America

does, where wages are three or four times as high as ours, emigration from
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Finlend will never ceese." The large number of immigrents who return to
Finlend for a short stay, and those who reside permeanently there, spread
the knowledge of our better wages to everyone who is interested in finding
oute

This fact of immigrants informing others, or helping them in secur=
ing transportation tickets, is to be considered as an important factor.

Meny other cause have been contributed to the immigretion of the Finn
but they are to be considered more or less accidentel rather than real, per-
menent causes. All these factors, teken together, have been powerful enough
to separate about one-tenth of the population of Finlend from their home and
native land,

Source = From "Americenizaetion of the Finns"

by J« Wargelin, A.M. Book written
1924,

The Priest

The Finnish church was & Lutheran church and usually there wes one
church in each parish. However, there were two priests, one of them re=-
ceiving more pay than the other and also acting as a general supervisor over
the problems of the parish.

In the case of a priestS death, the remaining priest designates
three consecutive Sundays during which priests at large (priest from all
over Finlend) mey give & trial sermon. The entrees were to have gone through
the usual education necessary for priesthood, and thus this practice of trial
sermons will give eny one interested a valuable opportunity. As soon as the
parishoners have heard the entrees, a mass meeting is called by the priest,
At this meeting they nominate and vote for their priest-to-be. Democratic as
this sounds, it was, however, usually determined by the upper classes or those
who own more land and cepital that the others. As soon as the priest is

elected, he is notified; for the next Sunday he will begin his practice. The
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priest thereby goes on the next Sundey, a short but execting ceremony by
which he will become wedded into the parish, and thus into the hearts and
lives of the parishoners,

The priests were tax exempt, the taxes were paid by their parish-
oners. Their salery wes 40,000 marks each year end in addition to this, the
parishoners contributed to the church end priest in the following fashion:
Bach femily was to pay every yeer one barrel of rye, five pounds of wool, one
half bushel of barley and each family also had to sew him one pair of woolen
stockings, and these were supposed to be at least a half a foot above the
knees, and with these stockings, two woolen stocking binder, 5 to 6 feet long
end an inch and e half in width. The binders or laces were to be well sewed
and designed in order to please the priest, for he usually reprimanded the
donaters in case the givers donations were below per.

In addition to the above tithes, the father or son of every family
was to work one day every year on the priests farm, or pay one mark and 50
pennies as a substitute, Whenever the church or greveyard needed repairs, the
priest had certain parishoners repair them free of wages, and since it was to
be on equal besis, the remainder of the parish paid an equal emount which was
thereby given to the priest. Two or three deays a year was put aside each
year for the repairs of the graveyard end each fermer or townsfolk did their
respective amount.

However, the priest was at times lenient with the problem of tithes
and did not suppress the poorer to the extent that he did the wealthier.

In the church proceedings, the wealthiest sat in the front rows, with
the rest situated in their pews according to rank and wealth., At the church

the priest often gave the official news of the weeks happenings each Sunday

end on New Years Day he gave the year's births, deaths, etc. in order that

that occurred. It is from the priest that any census teken might get the
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best dete, and although they had an assessor to determine the rate of taxes,

he was not compelled to know the status of the population,

A Finnish Funersl

Finland had in the bygone days end even till the time I left Finland,
a unique custom, a custom unduplicated in eny other European country. This
custom is the manner or preactice of officiating the death of a person in the
village or parish in which he lived. The best place from which to proceed
is the beginning, and thus eventually culmineting at the last rites, or when
the finel call of the churchside bell had sent its echoes into the hearts of
the men and women, who standing beside the open grave, are giving their lest
token of courtesy and respect to the member deceased.

Finland was segregated into divisions, first there was the "kyla," or

village, next came the "pitaja,"

which was often times comprised of many villages
or townships, The parishes then were grouped into districts or "laanis." Each
parish had its church, the Lutheran, and the uniquity of my story hinges upon
the ringing of the churchbells,

In Finlend, when eny person, young or old, poor or rich, died, a nearby
neighbor or member of the deceased's femily went immediately to notify the
priest of the news and then the priest summoned the chureh bell ringer teo ring
the death call, which slowly and monotonously issued its messeage to the nearby
femilies of the village or ferms,

The practice of embalming was not used, but & certain mid-wife in the
village washed and clothed the body, and a treveling coffin meker was asked to

meke e coffin for a fixed price, with the lumber obtained from the decessed

families woodlande.

On the day of the funeral, a neighbors horse end a wagon were borrowed

end used as a hearse. The wagon and horse were plain and medioecre, the wagon

usuelly were rented free of charge, and the owner of the horse and wagon drove
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the vehicle to the graveyard. When the merch from the home of the deceased
began, the priest walked in front of the procession, then came the horse and
wagon with its board coffin placed in e lengthwise position in the wagon,
and following the hearse, came the relatives of the deceased in order of their
reletionship to the femily of the dead person. Last in the grim procession
were the hardy, and mournful parishoners, usually welking, but in time of rain,
they used covered one horse shays provided they possessed that luxury,

As the procession begen from the home, the priest oftentimes seng a
psalm or recited a parable from his book, and as they eppeered within a 100
yerds or so of the church, the bells begen ringing, end continued to ring until
the sermon commenced. Ageain when the body was brought from the church to the
grave, the bells slowly rang, appearing to keep time with the walking of the
parishoners. However, the bell usually rang regularly and methodically, giving
the scene en espect of saddened weirdness. There was a small interlude when
the bells did not ring, but when the procession reached the churchyard the bells
again knolled three final soundings until the moment when the priest said "Earth
to Earth," end with his hand he gave the signel to the man in the belfry of the
church to stop ringing. Thus ended the burial, with only the covering of the
greve to be completed.

Usually, however, the people of the parish were united for luncheon

with the deceased's family immediately after the fumeral, and at the feast they

served certein rolls and biscuits eppropriate for the occasion.

In conmection with the expenses; if the father of a family died, a
horse was to be given to the priest. But if a woman died, a cow waes given,
The priest chose the emnimal, and usuelly did a good job of it. Nothing was
charged if a child died, but in all cases, no matter who died, & nominal fee
of two marks were paid to the priest. This fee was variable, and the price

rose according to the wealth of the femily. Also the death notification to
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the priest cost the family one mark and 60 pennies or 160 pennies. If the
priest did not receive the best cow or horse, the family was said to be
heunted with i1l luck indefinitely.

Source - As given by Mr. John Backmen.

Brief History of the Finnish Press in America

1. The first Finnish newspaper in Americe was the "Amerikan Suomalainen
Lehti," published in Hencock, Michigan, on April 14, 1876. It was a paper of
four columms, and four pages, edited by A. J. Muikku, & student from Finland.
The paper lived, however, only a short time; eleven and one-half issues in all
were printed. The total number of subscribers hed been 300.

2. The second paper was started by Matt Fred (died in 1922) in 1878,
the neme of the paper "Swen Dufa.," It lasted only for three years, because of
lack of support.

3. In 1879, July 4th, was published the third Finnish peper in America
by Alex Leinonen, one of the early Pioneers among the Finnish immigrents to
America. Out of this peper was formed, in 1895, a paper whose name has become
very well known asmong the Finms, This paper was named "Siirtolainen," (The
Immigrant). It is still published as a weekly paper, but its circulation is
very smell, due to the fact that the owners of it are more interested in their
daily peper, "Paivelehti," published at Duluth, Minnesota.

4, The next in order was the "Uusi Kotimea," (The New Homeland),

published in 1881 by August Nylund, at Minneapolis, later moved to New York

Mills, Minn. This paper has enjoyed comparatively good support, due to the

character of the paper and the acquaintance of its publishers with the people
in general, It is still published in New York Mills, Minnesota, but it is now
owned by the Non-Partisen League in Minnesota. Its/is the oldest of the Finnish
papers now in existence.

L

5+ "Yhdysvltain Sanomet," organized at Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio, by
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August Edwards, in 1884, was moved to Minneepolis later, then brought to
Calumet, Michigan, where it was finally discontinued.

6. ™Walvoja," the first religious peper, first publication in 1885,
at Ashtabula Herbor, edited by J. W. Lehede, J. J. Hoikka and J. K. Nikender.

(The two last named, ministers, became five years later the founders of the

Finnish Lutheran Church in America.) This publication ceased in 1888.

7. "New Yorkin Lehti,"

in 1890, by Gronlund.

8. "Lannetar," at Astoria, Oregon, in 1891, founded by J. E. Sarri,
Adolph Riipa and A. Ketonen.

9, "Amerikan Uutiset," in 1894, at Minneapolis, later moved to
Calumet, Michigan, founded by Fred Karinen.

10, "Kuparisaaren Senomet," at Hancock, Michigan in 1895, editor
Victor M. Burman, sold in 1899 to a publishing company at Calumet, Michigen,
end was published for a few years under the name of "Suometar,"

11. In 1897, August Edwards, of Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio, who had already
been identified with some Finnish newspaper projects, began to publish a paper
by the name of "Ameriken Sanomat." In 1903 the "Suometar" of Calumet was
united with it under & new neme of "Ameriksn Sanomat ja Suometar." This paper
has enjoyed at times as meny as 12,000 subscribers, but in 1913 its publication
was discontinued because of the lack of support.

12, In June, 1899 a paper was orgenized which has had considerable
influence over the religious and educational work of the Finns, and is still

"smeriken Suometar." It was founded

in existence., The name of this paper is the
by Ee L. Tolonen, Je Ke Nikander end John Back, ministers of Suomi Synod, and
leymen J. H. Jasberg, Isaac Sillberg, Alex Leinonen and Jacob Holmlund. In 1900
the paper changed owners and became the property of the Suomi Synod through

its publishing concern, which was orgenized by the neme of the Finnish Lutheran

Book Concern, with headquarters at Hancock, Michigen. The purpose for the
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' in the 20th Anniversary publication of

founding of the "Amerikan Suometar,'

the paper, He says: "In the minds of some of the leading men of the church

(Suomi Synod), rose the thought that & newspaper devoted to religious and

educational work, end presenting this work from the standpoint of those who

were to make their homes here, would be of value, As the church was organized

permenently for active work in émerica, such a paper became a necessity."
Source: From the "Americanization of the Finns"

by J. Wargelin A, M, Book written 1924.

Cultural Life of the Finns

The educational system in Finland has become well established, both

in Elementary and Secondary schools. The church has been a great factor in

the early education of the people here as in other Protestant countries. Accord-

ing to the belief of the religious leaders it was necessary for every individual
to be able to read the Word of God and thus understand the fundaméntals of
Christienity. Instruction was first given at home, and general public examinetion,

known as "kinkerit,"

was held yearly, where the youth, and elso the older people,
were examined as to their ability to read and understand the Christian doctrines.
It is interesting to note in this connection, that every person who wished to be
married, first had to satisfy the minister that he was able to read; this in-
sured intellipgent parentage in the country. This explains the fact why the
percentage of illiteracy in Finland is so small.

The majority of the young men and women coming to America from Finland,
have had at least en elementary school education. The Finnish "Kansakoulu,"
public school, comprises, in the writer's estimation, a year or two of high
school work, with such subjects as practical geometry, general history, and
menual training. Meny have attended higher institutions of learnming. Finland

was the first country to orgenize manual training as a part of its school in-

struction, for as early as 1858, Uno Cygnaeus outlined a course for msnual train-
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ing involving bench end metal work, wood carving, and basket weaving. In
1896 this work was made compulsory for boys in all rural schools, So when
the Finn comes to America, end finds public schools in the commumity in which

he locates, he is glad to send his children there. Compulsory education laws

do not bother him, for he has been able to use them in Finland. . In general

it may be said that school eauthorities dod not have any more trouble in compell-
ing Finnish children to attend school than they have in compelling those of other
nationalities,
Source = From "Americanization of the Finns"
by J. Wargelin - Written 1924.

It is easy for a Finn to learn English? For those who come to Americe
very young it offers no difficulties. lle is able to learn English quite easily,
and this in spite of the fact that he had lsarned his mother tongue first.

The two langueges are so different that there is no possibility of mixing the
two. But it must be admitted, as is well kmown from the study of the languages
in general, that the idioms of one language affect the use of another language
at times. One thinks in the idioms of a certain language and translates these
into another, thus bringing strange constructions into the language which is

not his netive tongue. Those who have come as immigrants at a later age, say
about the age of 17 or 18 years, find it difficult to learn English perfectly.
The Finnish language lacks such sounds as wh, th, sh, ch, and a mistake is quite

" Y"shurch" etc,

often. made in pronouncing words like “"which," "there," "share,
The distinction between the letters b and p, t and d, also causes some confusion
for Finnish has only the p and t letters; while b is found only in words of
foreign origin, and d never stands at the beginning of a word. Of the pronunciae
tion of English words, it might be seid in general that they offer infinite
difficulties to immigrants whose language happens to be phonetic, as the Finnish
ise We are not, however, arguing for the phonetic spelling in English for the
seke of the Finn unless other weightier reasons are found for introducing the

change,
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To what extent do Finnish parents send their children to colleges and

higher institutions of learning? From our knowledge we could name at this

moment several Finnish students attending the universities of Michigan, Chicago,
Minnesota, Illinois, Ohio, Boston, Oregon, and California, Dartmouth College,
Michigen College of Mines, Chicago Art Institute, and numerous Normal Colleges and
Musical Conservatories., The University of Minnesota reports that there are en-
rolled this fa11‘(1923) in that institution sbout 100 Finnish students. It would
be very interesting to give a list of Finnish university graduates, but we do

not lkmow that eny such list exists. From our knowledge we shall point out a few,
without making it personal nor exhaustive. From the University of Michigen, we can
think of seven, four from the LaW'Departmeﬁt (one of these men became the First
Finnish Congressman in Amerieca two years ago),‘two from the college of Literature,
Science, and the Arts, end two in Medicine; one from Columbia, three from Chicago,
~and four from Minnesota, without trying to name others. In justice to the Finnish
medical men, we should add thet we are acquainted with a large number of them,

who have received their professional education in America. The teaching profession.
however, has attracted the largest number of Finnish young men end women, It has
been estimeted by some authorities that there are as meany as 1,000 of them in

this profession in America,.

A
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CO=-0F STORE

The International Work Peoples Co-operative Association was or-
genized during the 1916 strike of the miners of the lMesaba Range. It was
& defensive move on the part of the miners in their struggle for higher
wages, lower hours and union contracts,

As in the 1907 strike of the miners,* the businessmen of Gilbert
refused credit to the striking miners hoping to starve the miners back to
work and thereby doing their bit to help the mining companies. For this
assistance the mining companies allowed the businessmen the opportunity to
place their friends to work,

The local strike leaders of Gilbert discussed the situation and
came to the conclusion thet & co-operative store must be organized so that
the miners could get food. Gust Bymen, Alfred Kenges and Sam Aho, three
Finnish miners, were the most active in organizing the store. A committee
was formed to work out the details and a lawyer from Eveleth, Jeames J.
Giblin, was hired to draw up the by-laws and constitution in accordance to

the wishes of the miners and the existing state laws,

The neme "International Work Peoples Co-operative Association" was

chosen for two purposessy first, because workers of different nationalities
had become members of the new Co-Op by purchasing shares and secondly, be-
cause the workers were conscious of the necessity of international solidearity
if they were to be freed of the yoke of oppression.

)

*Duluth News=Tribune, July 23, 1907,
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It took several months before enough shares were sold to start

the store. Many miners would not buy shares because they thought the store
might go bankrupte. Section XV of the by-laws stated that "they are liable
according to law, one for all and all for one." Some of the miners inter-
preted this to mean that they would have to pay for any and ell losses in
case the store was to go benkrupt. They were afraid they might lose what-
ever small savings or homes they might possess; others could not buy shares
because they had spent their savings during the strike. The largest portion
of shares were purchased by the socialist and the International Workers of
the World, as these workers were more class conscious,

A building which is now the Aho and Laine Garege was chosen as the

site of the new store. Fixtures were purchased, rent paid and everything

was in readiness to receive the first carload of merchandise and to start

groceries was at the

business. The great day arrived, the first carload of i

railroad siding waiting to be unloaded. But it was sent C.0.D. and the new

store had no benk balance. The money derived from the sale of shares had dis-

appeared in lawyers fees, incorporation chergest, rent, fixtures, etc. The

bank wouldn't loan money and the miners again had to dig deep into their

pockets end give "toveri" (comrade) loans to the new enterprise. These loens

were secured only by a receipt stating that so and so worker had loasned money

to the association. These loans carried no interest charge or date of maturity,
Finelly everything was set, groceries to be sold, men to sell them

are enthusiastic customers to purchase but these customers resources had been

dreined by the strike and in the expense of setting up of the store. Credit

wes given the striking miners. Business boomed but little ¢

o :

in the cash register--new purchases had to be made to replenish
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supply of goods. The board of directors were very busy in these days,

trying to get new loans and selling more shares in order to raise enough

money to keep the store alive.
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FINHS «= FINLAND, MINNESOTA

The Finland Community represents an eddy or backwater in which mise
fits from other areas have amcoumulated, Located in Lake County, northwest of
Little Marais on Lake Superior, the commmity is a singular one in the state.
Here laborers and workers from the lumber camps, the mines, and the larger towns
and oities have gathered. The forees that brought them here are as numerous as
the boulders that are strewn all over the land. Unemployment, lack of initiative,
unablility to endure hardships of mining and lumbering, and lack of money are some
of them, There is, however, one conclusion that fits them all, and it is this:
When they have failed in everything they have undertaken, they have come back
to make & living from the woods. Here we have one of the last frontiers in
America. Due to the climate end the soil, it will alweys be an egricultural

frontier region.

Normally the population of the community is a little less than two

hundred. The causes that make the inhabitants come to the place are also
the causes that make them leave. When work is obtainable, they leavej when
the rigors of frontier life become too trying they leave for the towns eand
cities where assistance for the handicapped is more organized, With the younger
members of the permanent families there is & constant coming and going. When
the cities offer opportunities they leave, when employment closes down they
return to the farm.

Another peculiar feature of the population is the excessive per-
centage in the older age group. Of the total population, 13% are more than

66 years of age. Between the ages of 45 end 65 there is en additional 12%,
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Only 16% are in the age group of 15 to 24 years.

The Finland Community is essentially a homogeneous group regarding
racial extraction, Being such an isolated area & high degree of inter-re-
lationship must be expected., # single family may be related by bleed or
through marrisge to 26% or more of the total population. It is alsc inter-
esting to note that the ratio of males to females is 130 to 100, Sixty-one
houses shelter this group, and sgain a singuler instance, 22 of them are
occupied by men living alone or with other men,

In comparison with people of the same economic level, living in the
cities, the people of this community are much better off« They have come
here of their own cholce, and many are content to eke out a bar existence.

They would resent any attempt at displacement, and in fact that would be a

grave misteke, They are needed to maintain end build roads. They can be

gainfully employed in preventing end fighting forest fires, and harvesting

the forest crops es they mature, When such employment is made more steady
and reguler, and together with what they can produce off the land, the
Finlend Commmity should be able to provide e primitive prosperity for its
settlers,

Source: Geographical Review, New York, July, 19356,

The Finland Community, Minnesotas Darrell H, Davis.
Pc 582-6-

In 1889 the largest settlement of Finns to be found in the United
States was at New York Mills, Minnesota., The place got its nawme from a
land and lumbering company, formed in New York about the time the Northern

Pacific Railroad was built in 1870 and 1871. In the little colony of Finns
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that arrived to work in the woods and the sawmills were two or three men of
superior intelligence, who wrote letters to Finland describing the advantages
of the country, got into relations with an emigrating agency in New York, and
thus drew a steady stream of their countrymen to the forests and "openings"
of this section of Northern Minnesota, In course of time a small newspaper
in the Finnish langusge was established, and the copies that were mailed to
Finland were the most effective kind of emigration literature. The community
of Finng in and sround New York Mills, at this time, numbered nearly 4,000,

The newspaper that was sent to friends and relatives back in Finland

was the "Ameriken Suometar" or the "Finnish American,"” The Finns call their
gountry Suomi, Finland being its Swedish name., Thus suometar is the feminine
for a native of Finland, It was a welleprinted little sheet of six columns,
and its editor was J. W, Lahde. He, however, was not the founder of the news=

paper, For five years it wes published by August Nilund, under the name of

"mei Kotimea." In 1884, Mr., Nilund moved to Astoria, Oregon and took the

name of his newspaper with him, The plant end equipment he sold to Mr. Lahde.
Another prominent Finn, who was an influence in the bringing over to
this commmnity many of his countrymen, was Olof Pary. He was the most ine
fluential merchant in the settlement, and his big brick store was the meeting
place. At one time four hundred men were in his employ in the forests cutting
ties and cordwood, It was Olof Pary who gave the emigrants a astart in the
new country, He had a job waiting for them, and he was willing and wise in
assisting them to finally obtain their parcel of land, and begin their long
hoped for work of breaking the soil. On these prairie openings they planted
wheat, rye, oats, and potatoes. In the winter time they returned to the

outting of fire-wood and railway ties. At all times they went to Olof Pary
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for counsel, so that the general conditions of the people became very good
and they prospered,

Within two or three years they were at a comparative astate of indep-
endence, and thet was an accomplishment because many arrived with very little
means, However, they had the greatests of assets, industry and thrift. Then,
too, they were homemakers, Their homes were well built and neat, In the clean
kitchens end bedrooms they had reg ruge on the floor, and white muslin curtains
et the windowss The walls were papered with old newspapers and during the
winter months geraniums snd other plants added to the comfort of the house, 4
stove of Finnish oconstruction heated the two or three downsteirs rooms, and

sometimes the one or two mbove, It was e stove solidly constructed of brick,

covered with white plaster and fitted with iron doors. It heated the house

with a great economy of fuel, end without the excessive heat that iron stoves

gives And in ell the homes a copy of the "Kale#aln,“ the Fimnish epie poem,
was found,

Very little that had a forelgn look, except the numerous bird houses
stuck up on long poles and the bands of red or green paint earound the window
easings of some of tha»houses, could be seen in the village. The architecture
of both dwellings and stores were typical of the forms seen ian all Americen
western villeges of this period.

Whetever was peculier in the costume of the newly arrived Finn soon
diseppeared when he replaced his garments from the stock of ready-made clothe
ing in the villege stores. The women did not readily Americanize their gare
mentses They clung to the kerchief as the headgear for all occasions, & cotton
kerchief for weekedays, and a silk one to wear to church and on Sundays, In

winter they wore a stout woolen skirt and a heavy shawlj in summer a calico
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skirt and & short jacket: Their shoes were thick and heavy soled of coarse
leather. When they were free from the ceres of the farm, they spun and wove

with flax and wool.

Source: The Northwest Megazine, St, Paul, Merch, 1889,

A Finnish Settlement in Minnesota. E. V. Smalley,
VOI. III, NDO 3. PI 3-5.

0f all the states, Minnesots, has the largest Finnish ruralefarm
population., In 1873, a Swedish agent sent two hundred and thirty Finns to
the territory being settled by the Northern Pacific Railroad, It was in
July when they came to Minnesotsa and settled in the fertile plains of New
York Mills and Detroit Lekes,

The number of Finns migrating in this menner was very small because

they had insufficient funds and were unable to pay passage or buy land from

the railroed land compenies which were sc¢ sctive among the immigrants in the
latter half of the nineteenth century. The main influx of Fimnish settlers
to Minnesota began in 1890, most of them settling in the "Arrowheed Country,”
end especielly in St. Louis County. At first the number was negligible.vbut
by 1895 there were 7,652 Firns in Minnesots, The "Arrowhead Country" was
open to homesteading and the Finns took adventage of this opportunity to ac-
quire a parcel of land. The climate seems to have been a big factor in
gselecting a place to live. This partiocular country being somewhet similar
to Finland with countless lakes and rocky swamps and peat lands,

Source:s Agrioultural History, Washington, D. C. April, 1937,

The Finnish Farmer in America. Horace H. Russell,
VOIQ III. NOQ 2' P. 65-79.
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CENSUS REPORTS OF THE FINKS IN MINNESOTA
The foreigneborn white are classifisd by country of births the
netive white of foreign or mixed parentage are classified according to
country of birth of father, except where the father is native and the mother
foreign born, and then acoording te cowntry of birth of mother,
1930
Number - 60,610 iale - 32,687 Fenmale
Foreign=borm « 24,360 Male - 14,186 Female
Native borm of
foreign or mixed
parentage - 36,250 Male - 18,501
1520
Foreign=born « 26,108 Male = 17,803 Fenale

1910

Number = 44,463 Forelgn-born = 26,637 Native born of foreign
for mixed parentage -« 17,826

1900

Poreign born « 10,727
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THE FINKS IN MINNESOTIA

Interview With First Settler

Neme of Person Interviewed: Mr. Hermen Bodas

Addresas ReFsDy Box 60, Gilbert, Minn,
Age1 62

Borns Wright County, Cokato, Minn,

The following interview is of special significence, for it reveals
the development of the St. Louis River Coommity as well as the relative
growth of various other locations.

Mr, Herman Bodas was born in Cokato, Wright County, Minnesote in
the year 1876, In 1895 he moved north, to Sparta, Minnesota, BSparta in
1895 was quite a large sized village; it had a two room school near the
lake shore, a mayor, village council, postmaster, and a relatively large
sized hotel, In 18988, Sparta received water and light from the Minnesota
Water and Light Company, showing well the growth of Sparta's prestige and

persommel strength.

In 1901, while still living in Sparte, Mr. Bodes went explorin
ng P P g

down the Miller Trunk Trail, cut off and traveled up stream along the St.

Louis River, and located a favoreble site for a future home, & home upon

which he lives today. The next year he filed claim for & homestead site

along the 8t, Louis Rivery an eree of land 160 ascres, with en abundance of

virgin timber, and the woods full of deer, wolves end other small game.
Meanwhile, other locations on the Range were being settled, Biwabik

had & population almost equel to that of Sparta, Gilbert had only one or

two early settlers, Virginia was a bit larger than Gilbert, Of the roads

leading to the Range, the Miller Trunk wes only & winding, narrow wagon
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road;y the Vermillion Trail was in a better predicament for it had a layer
of gravel soattered about various marshy locations. There were no other
roads between the various locations, so they treveled and cut open the deer
paths leading in the general direction of their destination. Obviously, the
length of time needed to travel was uncomfortable long, tedious, end dise
couraging,

Coming back to Mrs Bodas, in 1904, Mr. Bodas and his wife pecked

thelr beggage of food, took & team of horses, and when the ice formed on

the streams and leke the two of them began their trek of seven miles toward
their wild homestead. They cut their road through the brush, end got to
their homestead two days later. During the winter they built a cebin, cleared
& spot of land about their home, Also during the spring months of 1906 they
built a bathhouse, the first bathhouse in the community. Also a few other
families founded their future homes in the community the same year., During
the winter months Mr. Bodas felled the timber and logged them to the bank of
the river, from where the Cloquet Lumber Cos would put them in the spring,
Norway pines cost §7 per 1,000 feet and spruce was §8 a double cord, with
railroad ties costing 21 cents apiece.

In 1907, Mr, Bodas bought & sewmill from New York Mills, & distance
of 550 miles by railroed at the time, To send the 12,000 sewmill from New
York Mills to Biwabik cost $97, and from the Biwabik the sewmill was run
along & road between the Bodas farm and Biwabik, & distance of 13 miles,

He also bought a carload of cattle from St, Cloud, and sold them to his
neighbors at an average of §60 a piece for the best of cows, with the
poorer cow costing about 30«35 dollarse During this period, St. Louis

River community had a school erected, with approximately 10 pupils attende
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ing, Prices were low during this period; you could have bought 12§ of
coffee for one dollar, butter was 20¢ a pound, etcs, and corresponding
to the prices were the wages, approximately §45 & month,
In 1908, having lived on the farm for four years they moved to
Gilbert, As yet there were no roads leading to Gilbert, so in the winter
when the lakes were frozen, they moved across the leke. Gilbert in 1908,
still was very small, it had only five or six houses in it and the faintest
bepginning of a street,
Living in Gilbert, Mr., Bodas in 1910 was elected overseer of roads

in the Meseba Mountain Township, At the tine Mesaba Mountain ZYownship was

quite large having approximately 2,000 votes. It was during this period of

3 years while he occupied the capacity of overseer that many of the present
roads were starteds The Virginia-Tower road was begun under his supervision,
elso the Vermillion Trail was widened, graveled, ditched, etce, from Biwabik
towards Duluths Small stretohes of road between Gilbert and Virginie, Eveleth,
Sparte and MoKinley were also constructeds Average ¥nge per month was 40-45
dollars, and a 10 hour day was in use,

In 1914, no longer an overseer, he was chosen to superintend the
construction of various roads, one of these being the project which widened
end straightened the Miller Trunl:, Simulteneously, during the winters he
hired men and began contracting various timber settlements, one of which
was near Biwabik, and what now is ealled Allen Junction, Here he hed a
group of 80 men, huge cemps in the woods, and four cooks, He had twelve
teams of horses working, logging the timber to the St. Louls River.

In 1922, they moved back to their homestead, with a remarkable

change in the whole community. During the 16 years away from the farm,
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his sons had cleared the land, built the present home eto., and now, back
on the farm they are ready to begin not where they left off, but on ean
equal basis to their neighborss During this time the present school was
built, rural mail delivery had begun and new roads were in the making,

No lenger wes horse travel needed, for with a Jeffrey they came to live

the second time on their homestead,

Soeial Aectivities as & Whole

I wrote a bit of infermetion previous to this which was concerned

with the social relationship between the Finng and Finn-Swedes of the

commmity and probably has led the reader to the impression that the commune

ity is one busy and happy turmoil of social doings, This is not wholly true,
if Ste Louls River Community's metivities were to be compared to those of
neighboring communities,

The majority of activities sponsored by the community are sctuated
by the younger generation, It can be safely smid thit at present there is
not a single sctive social organization, in the commmity thet has es its
officers the clder generation, The Hall Club, es an example, is mctive, but
it does not expend its activities for the social welfare of the commmity
directly; its activities are largely finencial, namely collecting dues, fines,
rent, ete, from social activities sponsored by the younger generation,.

Summarizing all this, it can be stated thet the older generation has
seceded the work of social doings to their offspring and they in return act
as a protectorate over their activities,

In comparison to the neighboring communities, the community may be

considered dormant, and unfortunately the hybernation is on an increase,
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instead of waeking up to face the situation and thereby attempting to keep
up with its neighborss The St, Louis River commmity has no quilting bees,
sewing circles, ete, amongst the older people as does the neighboring commune
ity, Mekinen, for instance,
The cause for this is diffioult to ascertain, but it probably can
be traced to the depression period, when bitter jealousy and i1l feeling
ran throughout the whole community. This feeling, of course, was universal,
but in a small secluded section, domestic friction i1s expanded to immense
proportions, and its effects are hard to ersse, Economically, during 1931-

34, the community as a whole was in & difficult financisl status, money was

scarce, prices high, and farm produce prices were on a slump, The reason

it struck the 8t. Louis River Commumity so hard, is due to the fact that it
was, and still is, an unorgenized township, in contrast to the organized
neighboring townships, and therefore amployment was harder to attain. The
community had no orgenized, united force necessary to aid the communities
economic welfaree All this caused considerable controversy, domestio
friction and strife, with results epparent even now,

The fact that certain parties or families gained a few more days
or hours work from the county eto, kept the community on ping and needles,
the people became temporerily clamnnish, political propaganda end politics
in general kept the flame of bitterness reging in the flues of the depresse
ive period, All this is probably the main reason why social activities are
not on the same basis as before, end also the reason that as fer as social

aspects are concerned, the community of St. Louis River is called dormant,

The Finnish Bathhouse
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The Flmnish bathhouse originated before the Thirty Years War in
Europe, 1618«48, In olose approximation it may have come into use in the
early part of the 17th century,.
The first bathhouses were obviously quite primitive, consisting
of a log house, in which were benches upon which & person may sit. The
steam was supplied by a fireplace, with racks directly above the fire.
There was no chimney, and all the smoke, gas, and carbon settled onto the
walls of the room, thus giving it the so called term == "smoking bathhouse,"
Later on, with the advent of various machines, and the increassed
experience in using these bathhouse, a chimmey was installeds That, and the
addition of the hot water barrel, comprises the second stage in bathhouse
evolution,
The present bathhouse, has its rocks, fire, hot water, electrie
lights eto., and a method of quick warming is used, But, in contrast te
the older type, & fire has to be kept within the stove during use, The main
difference therefore between the second and third stege bathhouse is the
speed in warming, and the use of modern gadgets in the latter.
In Finlend various superstitions paralleled the use of the bathhouse,
In order that a person be born free of all evils, he must be born in the
bathhouse. Certain mid-wives, practiced the art of presenting the world with
& new soul, and usually the child bearer had to be sanctified by the priest
before permitted to work again, This means that the women will have to be
in idleness for two weeks or so before she begins to work, and the ehild
was usually beptized et the same time as the women was given permission to

resume her household duties. This custom was supposed to keep away any

forboding evils and also, give the bearer of the child a much needed rest,
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When a person became sick in Finland, they warmed the bathhouse,
made a tar solution out of the rich, pine tar of Finland and when the
person clemned himself in the bathhouse, he was supposed to utilize the
tar solution instead of soap. This practice supposedly made the person
well,
A familiar saying, heard even todey amongst the Finns is as
followss "If tar and bethhouse don't help, its then death," (translated)
None of these superstitions have been carried to this country, but
the use of the bathhouse is in existence, Every Saturday evening the Finns
make use of its cleansing properties and a few also consider that it has
healing properties. It does, however, refreshen a person, and possibly
limbers the joints, but as & substitute for medical care, I have my doubt,
Sources Mrs. Aina Ranta,

‘Materisl in Relation to the
Pictures

The number of the picture is on the back of the plotures and I
will refer to the piotures by the numbers.

#1 end 2 are of the St, Louis River hall taken during the first
summer of its construotion, They used it for daneing purposes during the
summer time and as you cen see from the picture, they seem to be having a
good times The deance stand is the present floor of the new hall of which

I will attempt to have a picture as soon as possibles It is reported that

they danced every other night at the hall after it was completed and charged

admission in order that the hall would socon be paid.
#3 and 4 are piotures of the hall's social rival, the school,

Number 4 is of the school first built and #4 is the present day school
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built on the same site as the former one.

Number 6 1s a pioture of Gilbert in 1915, showing the streets at
that time,

Number 6 is a picture of the first Finnish settler in The Community.
the pioture is of him in 1911, (Herman Bodas)

Number 7 1s & pioture of the first settlers home as it looks at
present,

Number 8,9,10,11,12, are pictures of the building of the Virginia
Tower road of which I will attempt to get informetion as soon as possibles

Number 13 is & ploture of m scene taken during the building of the
Vermillion Trall road, now one of the most important roads leading to the
Renge from Duluth and is also the first road built to the Range. (Built by
the Merrit brothers in the 80's, that is, the path was built, not the road
itself,)

Number 14 is the first trector used in the community of St. Louis
River in the year of 1921. The pioture is taken at the Hermen Bodas homee
stead, with his son, Walter, driving.

Number 15 is the picture of the first hayload lifted into a hayloft
and taken on Hermen Bodas farm, around the year of 1921, according to their
statement,

Number 16 is a ploture of the first hunting season taken on the
Bodas homestead when men came from the city of CGilbert to hunt deer. Here
they are all ready to begin on an afterncon hunt after having hunted the
whole morninges The fellow with the jug is Mr. Bodas.

I also received a book of Finnish songs that I have enclosed.

All of this material except pictures #3 end 4 and the eoyclone
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piocture are received from Mr, and Mrs, Herman Bodas; ReR.De Box 61,
Gilvert, Minnesota.

The other three are from Mr, and Mrs, Walter Bodas, R.F.Ds.,
Gilbert, Minnesota.

These pictures were given to me with the understanding that they
would be eventually returned to me and that I would then forward them to
the respective sources, In the future I will try to get more plotures
and in the meanwhile attempt to get information for the pictures thet I
have just sent in to yous.

Social Relationship Betwoen Finns and
Tinneswedes

There is a huge majority of Fimns in the community compared to
the number of FinneSwedes, Consequently it oan be expected that all social
or non=sociael functions would be controlled to a large extent by the Finnish
factions The majority, if not all of the officers of the various clubs,
ere Finnish, although the Finn-Swedes do attend both social and political
functions sponsored either by the commmity itself or by en exterior or=
ganigation.

The Finnish and Swedish are quite well mixed through marrisge, and
there is a whole one third of the St, Louir Eiver commmities population
tied together both by blood end marrisge relationships. Of thils group
there is approximately an equal amowunt of Finns end Swedes,

The Finns and Finn-Swedes are not prone to visit each other's
families to any extent, because of a lack of verbal understanding, but there is

no clannish tendency between the two groups. DBoth groups have mutual interest,

and displey in equal gquantities, their interest in social activities,
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In contrast to the Finnish, the Finne-Swedes have no young genere

ation es a result of marriage. All the youth (up to age of 20) are of the
Pinnish nationality. The reamson for this I do not know, except as a surmise,
it can probably be accounted for by considering the number of FimneSwede
bachelors, or single men, in the sommunity.

Heither the Finns or Fimn-Swedes sponsor any functions without the

cooperation of the othery there are no social metivities which exclude the

minority due to natlonality, and all in all, a demooratic feeling arises withe

in & person when he observes the mutual understending and friendship between

the two groups while at elther work er leisure,

The Community of St. Louis River

Government: 8St. Louis River commumnity is located wholly in Towne
ship 67. It, however, is an unorganized township, thereby lacking the
officers requisite of an organized townshipe The Gilbert School District has
as every school election, six mombers of the St. Louis River cammunity acting
as election officersy the polls being held at the former St Louis River school,
All county or state elections, eotes, have in the election board, 3 members, and
at this commmity, the polls are held at the commmity hall, This is about the
only semblance of governmental organization in the community.

Dwellings: There is no typical Finnish style of arechitecture in the
conmunity, except for the trend towards the use of white buildings, for white
colored homes are considered typical of a Fimnish homes. This does not mean
that other nationalities don't use or have white homes for living purposes, for

they do, but not to the extent that do the Finns,.
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MILFORD, MINNESQOTA

One of the saddest catastrophes in the history of the Cuyuna Range
or in Minnesota happened at the Milford Mine, four miles north of Crosby,
on the afternoon of Feb. 5th, 1924. Forty-ocne miners met almost instent
death when the mine wes flooded by the waters of Foley Lake.

The Milford mine wes an underground mine first opened in 1917 by

Merritt. It wes then known as the Ida Mae mine, but was teken

over by the Whitmersh Mining Company in 1922. This company had its offices
in Crosby under the menagement of George H. Crosby, Jr. During its period
of operation, the mine wes busily engeged in the production of mangeniferous
iron ore. At the time of the disaster it employed 115 men and worked on a
day and night basis. The shaft was 200 feet deep, the ore body lying under
120 feet of sand. Locel mining men are of the opinion that the water from
Foley Lake nearby hed been seeping into the sand and gredually worked down
toward the lower level of the mine, until the earth could no longer resist
its pressure, thus foreing itself into the mine. Only fifteen minutes
elapsed after the intrusion of the water, before the mine wes filled to
within twenty feet of the top of the shaft. From that it is not so difficult
to imagine the terrific rate of speed at which the water charged into the
mine when one stops to consider than en underground mine is a complex laby-

rinth of horizontel and vertical tunnels.

The flood ceme at 3:45 p.m. without eny werning, the water rushing

in at a terrific rate giving little chence for enyone to escape. Those who
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were fortunate enough to escape had no time to ring for the cage (a device
suspended on a cable used to trensport men into and out of the e) but
were obliged to climb up the ladder to the top of the shaft. Emil Kainu,
pumpmen at the mine, was at the bottom level opereting & pump when he
noticed his power giving out., This heppened twice and he immediately sensed
denger. Within a few minutes the weter was rushing in and he started at once
for the sheft, a short distence away. As he started climbing up the ladder,
he yelled at A, E, Woeford, the cage men, and then proceeded to climb. Upon
reaching one of the landings on his way up, he paused to cateh his breath and
to regein strength for the remainder of his journey to the top when six other
men passed him in a panicky, frenzied flight %o safety. He does not know why
Woeford peid no attention to his werning. Keinu was the last men to get out of
the mine alive.

The following are the miners who escaped by climbing the ladder:
llatti Kenges, Jacob Ravnick, Mike Zekaetnik, Frank Hrvatin, Jr. (whose father
was one of the unfortunete vietims) Emil Kainu, Henry Hesford and Carl Frals,
Of these survivors only two, Jecob Reavmek and Mike Zakotvik, live in the vie-
inity of Crosby. The others have, since the disester, left the Cuyuna Range.
The vietims were: Williem Johnson, Clyde Renard, John Minerich, Mike

Bizal, A. Woeford, Fred Harti, Frank Hrvatin, Sr., Elmer Houg, Mike Tomec,
Marko Toejen, L. J. La Brask, Art Myhers, Frank Geitz, Joseph Snyder, Alex
Jykla, Jerome Ryan, Emil Carlson, Roy Cunningham, Victor Ketola, George
Hackevas, lela Ritahi, John Yoklich, John Hlasker, John Meuriech, Ronald McDonald,
Captain Even Criilin, Valentine Cole, John Hendrickson, Wick Badich, Martin

Valencich, Minor Graves, Henry Meki, G. He Revord, Hermen Holm, Harvy Lehti,

George Butkovich, Tony Slack, Peter Magelich, Oliver Burns, C. 4. Harris, Barl
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Bedard.
Of the victims, only five were without descendants. Thirty-six
of the miners had families of varying sizes, ranging from one to nine
children. It was a tribute to the people of the Cuyuna Range in the whole-
some, unselfish and willing menner in which they offered their cooperation
and services to relieve the distress of those left fetherless. Businessmen,
miners, and everybody offered donations to the community relief fund. Doctors,
hospitals, nurses, the Boy Scouts and the national guardsmen offered ﬁheir

ervices, gratis, to make the desolate families as comfortable as possible.
2

The local chapter of the Red Cross let not a single family to suffer for want

of the necessities of life. The spirit of brotherhood, of love, of concern
for the needy, entered the very souls of the people in their sincere effort

to make the gruesome, sorrowful disaster as easy as humanly possible for those
who were to continue life without the guiding hend of & father. The spirit

of cooperation between all bodies reigned supreme--a tribute, indeed.

According to the compensation lews of Minnesota the families of the
merried men, who sacrificed his life, received %7,500 which was peid on
monthly installments. On the average, the compensation paid to the dependents
of the viectims continued for about seven years. The adjustment eand payment of
these claims involved the largest single amount ever recorded in Minnesota

inece the pessage of the Workmen's Compensation law,

Work to recover the lies of the vietims commenced the following
day on February 6, 1924, It was necessary to pump out the water from Foley
Leke and from the mine. To do this pumps of a large capacity were needed.
These were obtained from the other mining compenies operating on the Cuyuna

-

Renge eand from several companies on the llesabi Renge. These volunteer




line Disaster
Crosby, Minnesota.
Social Ethnie
Paul Lekatz
Novs 29, 1938,
companies not only furnished material to help the work program, but also,
sent experts in various lines of work to hasten the task of recovery.
The men worked night and day, but the work was so complicated it
had to be divided into sections, each part under the direction of an expert.
The recovery work progresséd slowly and favorably, although at times obstacles
arose which retarded and handicapped the men in their work. The workers did
the work of heroes daily and yet proceeded ebout their duties so silently and
unostentatiously that the general public considered the men as carrying on
necessary operations which were merely disagreeable and distressing.
On March 21, 1934, after 4,000,000 cubic feet of water had been pumped
from the mine and the lake, two bodies were recovered by rescue workers. They
were Valentine Cole and Minar Graves. They were found in a leaning position

behind & car with arms clasped around each other and a timber ecross them,

The heads were quite badly distorted and the men were recognized by their number

checks which they carried in their packets,

Hampered by the huge supply of mud and other debris, the recovery work
continued until Nov. 4th, 1924, when the body of Arvid Lehti was found, the
last body to be recovered,

According to the report submitted by an investigation committee, est=
ablished by the then Governor Preus, it wes provéd that: the operating company
did not send its men to work out under Foley Lake; that it followed the safest
mining practices; that the engineers of the company watched the ceving of the
surface when rooms were blasted down under the edge of the muskeg swamp that
overlay the east end of the ore body; that the rooms were brought down as
quickly as possible and that the entire staff of officials were constantly

aware of the necessity of meking all the working places as safe as possible.
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The testimony showed that no one connected with the mine had any
fear that the water and mud of the pond or the soft muskeg surrounding it
could possibly get into the workings.

The fact thet at the point where the mud broke through, the surface
was covered with a rather heavy growth of evergreen and temarack trees 4 to
5 inches in diameter, coupled with the fact that the leke was so distant aid-
ed in giving those in charge a feeling of security and lent assurance to the
opinion that this portion of the mine could be blasted and caved and would
behave in the same menner as other caved and blasted portions. This, however,
was not the case.

As was the usual and customary mining practice, the rooms were blasted
as the men were going off shift. This was done in four periods between Feb. 1
and Feb. 5th and nothing happened then, When the entire ground weas shaking
from these blasts, it would appear that the disaster should have happened at
that time, when the mine was vaceated.

But some power decreed that the water should break through in the
middle of the afternoon of Feb. 5th when all the men were peacefully working
in their places and expecting nothing out of the usual routine of their work,

In connection with this catestrophe, the writer, though scarcely ten
years old, remembers quite vividly the screeching and screaming of & neighbor
women, running in a frenzy up end down the street, pulling her hair, waving

her arms and bemoaning the loss of her dear husband. So stunning was the

sudden shock, upon hearing the news, that she had completely lost possession

of her mind, forgetting that her husband was in bed, asleep, for he was
scheduled to go to work thet night. Imagine her display of emotion upon

discovering the unpleasant error.
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The writer also recalls the story,in regard to the fatal accident,
told by Frank Hrvatin, Jr., one of the seven to escape. His narration
happened at the funeral of one of the victims, My first thought referred
to a ventriloquist, but upon closer scrutiny it beceme obvious that he was
doing the tealking - but in a tangy voice. Certainly not the tone of voice
one would associate with a man of his husky physique.

He told his story, I thought, as a contrast. He began by depicting
the quiet peace of the warning, the shafts of the early sun piercing the dark
grey. He continued by picturing the men in their preparations for descending
into the bowels of the earth, some with sleepy eyes, some rubbing their eyes,

others puckering their lips to prime their salivary glands, some who "hit the

hey" late holding their heeds and emitting gutterals of brain-ache. He

elaborately described the greetings, salutations and light hearted remarks
exchanged by those going to work and the homeward bound night crew. Those

departing ones looked peculiarily happy. Satisfied smiles swept from ear to

"T i

ear, and brighteness occupied their eyes, hey're going home, Lucky stiffs.'
As though premognitory fate had whispered.

Then time and events moved swiftly. The descent into the mine, the
steady drone, whir and buzz of industry, the metallic clanging of motors and
cars, the hustle and bustle of the industrious miners, were ever constant.

nd then, a furious gust of wind was followed by & moment of silence as though
everyone had paused from his work simultaneously--a moment thet had been
feared by some of the mines, but a2 moment everyone hoped would not occur,

The temporary silence was suddenly shattered deafeningly., All pandemo-

nium reigned. The moment of reckoning had arrived. The surging, gurgling,
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splashing of the rampant sea, bent on destruction, mingled with the cries of

helpless vietims caught in its fury created a fearful gruesome atmosphere.

Cries of the bewildered and confused miners, Some stifled slowly, others

L]

quickly of "Run, Run,"

"The lake's broke in," "Help, help" seemed to be
gathered up by the mede water and hurled with a greater violence down the
various tumnnel.

The immensity of the volume of the thundering advance of the demon
interspiced with the hysterical shouts and cries of the men frapped like
mice in its murderous wake temporarily confused this young men. He was in
this moment of severe crisis, torn between two desires with time the limiting
element. He was confronted with a choice = Life if he hurried up the ledder
before the onrushing wave séized end destroyed him or the extinction of life
if he were to woo death in en eattempt to save his father. Hié father seemed
to realize end said, "Beat it. Goodbye."

He chose life and after he had chosen he was borne forward, power-
less to resist, on the tide of the implication of his choice. e looked
through his catalogue of alibis one at a time. . They all leave him uneasy;

And why shouldn't he? Didn't he witness his friends dropping thelr
lives, Didn't he have to ﬁo thfou h life meeting and contacting the wives,
mothers and daughters of those unfortunates who made the supreme sacrifice ==
women with far away looks in their eyes -- looking and waiting end for wh&f?
For that which could never be theirs again., Of course, he could rationalize
and say, "It was the will of fate", but what weak rationalizing that is.

It was not so much the will of fate es it was the false scﬁse of

security. When one pauses, momentarily, to consider the simple, precautionary
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measures which would have positively averted that disaster, he begins to

lose faith in humanity.

The lake could have been and should have been pumped out under an
order from Mr. Swenson of Brainerd, then the county inspector of mines --
but such an order failed to be made. Nevertheless, the lives of forty-one
miners should have received more consideration than the added expense of

eliminating the hazard which eventually deprived them of their right to live.
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CROSBY BRANCH OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY
The Socialist Party made its debut on the Cuyuna Range in 1911,
ody of the orgesnization sent organ-
to solicit membership for the party. Four
to operate and work on the then new Cuyuna Renge.
'forts along this line in this locality met with a fair degree of

success. This success can be primarily attributed to the fact that

time the meajority of the populatio 5 of the foreign eleme

perhaps most of the population had migrated from thei

of adverse political, economic end social conditions.

result of those conditions, were inclined to be possessed

Col

"

end inclined to be receptive to ti expounded by the representatives
enrolled membership grew larger and larger so that
exceeded 600, Practically all of the under=-
ground miners of foreign descent joined the ranks of the party.
Meetings were held regularily, at first once every week, then later
twice & month. FEach successive meeting presented the need for a meeting plece.
The membership we "ge that meetings had to be held in the open at the

outskir £ he absenc f en evailable meeting place. This, in

turn, presented the problem contending with spies. At one of the open

ni

meetings a man of questionable character, who had previously been denied

membership, was , 1 se to never molest,




Crosby,

Social
Paul Le

Na

UeCa

interfere or upon the orgenizetion.

construction ermenent meeting place

1 o W A L1 - - - -
maxKilrf ne necesst

the "Crosby Workers' Hall

Money was borrowed from the

remuneration. Donations were sol

members sympathetic to the cause, In thi

accunmulated, A lot and the necessary bui

the money. During the construction of th

donated their lebor and services atise.

gr

completed and a gala z, celebrating

Day, 1913. thet Ly : ]

T 3
I'rom 1800

which has a seeting capacity o: The

workers of the much desired privacy.

During the spring and summer of

the "Cro Workers! Hall" the "Industrie

sby
:

solicit membership on the Cuyune Renges.

as the I

of labore.

ranss

.-

cO

an
involving two underground mines, the Much

Cuyuna. The Socialist leadership

of

orgenizetional activities would

o {'

a §

o

commenced eries of

and

14

ry arrangements

membershin,

m

This

fail,.

Minnesote.

Ethnie

katz
5ok

N O
934,

S‘L')f.r‘:'x

ific incident led to

This

Herman Heilkenen assumed the

1 IO |

built

—
wal

of them contributed

Many
J

nd received from non-

icited =

manner about 2000 dollars wes

s

l(:. ]', 1‘.‘.‘" naterl.sa we.s

purchased with

e building the members of the party

1913 the structure was

the event, took place on Christmas

r meetings were held in the hall

erection of the hall assured the

o
=

1913, prior to the construction of

1 Workers of the World"

endeavor

W, 'is generally celled, was not conducive to harmony within the

amid the confusion, & split be=

-
[~

controversy arose

em of Crosby and the Kennedy of

1=

&
o

1izers were quick to realize that

uidence and unless

they

controversy, that

quently, they stepped into

negotiations with the corporate




Socielist Pe
Crosby, Minnesota.
Social Ethniec
Paul Leksatz
Dec. 14, 1938.
mine owners for a reduction in working hours and ean increase in the hourly
ime worked ten hours and sometimes 12 hours
rotiations were continued for a period of a week or

the workers. special meeting

&

by ballot it was decided

for a pericd of about two months during whi

Sometime, sho v af h ‘ ] month, a
COmMpPIromis 1s reached by which the strikers were awarded a ight reduction
in working hours and a nominal in paj It is the opini f one of
the older residents of Crosby, Ch )y neme, that the strike would

been & greater success we it not for -he striking miners

were pressed for the essential of life, food, eclothing, etc. since their credit

were

he he : f this strike came a short business and industrial
recession which continued
World Wa
interest waned
ive members of the strike were

-

fused employment. They were the first victims of lay offs and of the notor-

ious "blacklist With the spirit of the nk il f the organ-

ization et a vanishing point coupled with the f the active
because of the energetic organizational efforts of the I.W.W.,
local begean to di tegrete rapidly.

To meke & bad matter worse, &t a meeting of the Sociaelist Party in
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1915, a resolution was presented whereby the orgenization was

"The Finnish Pocialist Society". This resolution met with much

because the members of the party were of hetorogeneous
the resolution was put to a vote, it
majority of
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400,
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industrial unionism as od by the I.W.W As an active

not funetion but th

aa

p M_
1 class

in behalf of
to lend support
IW.We organizers The local
for the paper and
dences,
The "Work People' | lege” in Duluth, en I.W.W. school, also re-
ceives active moral and fineancial support from the lL.W.W. local.

The

local branch has abandoned the idea of rebuilding its union,

s
having been replaced by

wrlh & o .o  harmati b
when staging benefit

social activitiese.
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THE FIBNS  IN MINWESOTA

Racial Packground

From where did the FPinn originelly come? To whom are they ree
lated? These are legitimate questions theat enter the mind of those ine
terested in the atudy of the Pinn and particularly the Ameriecan Fimn,

With the “wedes on the west, with the Lapps on the north end the
Russians on the east, it is a difficult problem to determine the real origin
of the Finne There are seversl schools of thought on that particular issue,
Anthropologists, bulieving physieal traits the most reliable besis, trace a
West-Europeen oripgine, Geographers and geologists stress the Finno-Scandia
classificationes Archaeologiasts believe that the lower Volsze district is
the orizinal, primery seat of origin. “thnographers do not commit themselves
but follow e middle course smong these various theories. However, the most
widely acecepted belief or theory is that the Fimns belong to the lingulstie
if not raciel group of langueges known as the Fimmo«ligric, first advanced by
the Finnish ethnoleopist, Mathias Ay Castren, Fecont research and studies
argue that the oripginal abode of the Fimnish rece wes not on the Altal
Mountains in Asis, as fonmarly believed, but somewhere along the middle of
the Volgas

The Finns undoubtedly have been in contact with the Tuetons, the
o ®

Slavs, Swedes and Rusgians for centuries so it is reascnable te believe that

the moderm Finnish rece dces not represent any pure recial stoock but & mixe

ture of Secandinevien, Uermen end Slavie blood. These recent studies have
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succeeded to & great extent to disrupt the theory that the 'Fimns and
Mongolians arve relateds Ineidently, it is extremely offensive to the
Finn for anyone te link him along racial liwes to the Mongolian, The
Finns sre determined that they are to be considered not Scandinanvian,
not Slﬁvs, least of all Mongols, but Finns, a western and not eastern
peoples
The Finns call themselves, in their netive tongue, "Suomalaiset,”

the people of the mershese The word "suomi" appears to be derived from -
pe

8u0," & marsh and "moe," land seems to indicate that Finland means "the

land of marshes,”

"Fimn" end "Finnish" cannot be applied strictly and

The words
solely to the inhebitants of Finlend but ealso to sinmilar tribes found in
Russias PEut since we are concerned with Finlend proper, they shall be
construed to apply to the Finns proper which mey be grouped into two main
divisionss the "Hamelaiset" or Tevasts who cocupy the southern and western
parts of Finland, and the Karjalaiset or Kerelians, who occupy the eastern
and northern pertss These main divisions have numerous subdivisions but they
are purely dislectic and of no great difference.

Finish Characteristics
The Fimnish people possess meny physiocal and mental characteristiocs

with which many of us are not femiliar. The popular conséensus of opinion
among us &8 regards the physical stature and cheracteristics of the Finns is that
as expressed by the “Enoyclopsedie Britannics," a strong, hardy race, of low

stature, eto,==complexion also somewhet browne" As regards the physical

stature as expressed by the "Britannice"™ Frof R, Tigerstedt has presented

evidence proving this conception of the Finns to be falses 'According to his

study the Fimns are not of low stature but belong to the tallest group of
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Buropeans. XAccording to the Finnish official publication, "the people
of Finland are strong and comperatively tall.," It also states, "the
majority are falre-about 787 of the people are blue eyed and about 677

are light haireds This, surely disputes "Britannica's” stetement es to

complexion,

"Britannica" also reputes the Finns to be, "morally upright,

hespitable, faithful, snd submissive with a keen senee of personal freedom
and independence." Most of the Finnish writers seem to agree in that
respect.

The Finnish sense of freedom and independence can best be realized
and understood by a study of Finnish history. For centuries the Finns were
invelved in a continuous series of wars and battle to free themselves of
Swedish influence and domination end particularly of Russian intolerance,
oppression and reaction which finally culminated in the establishment of
the Finnish republiec in 1917, These politicel conditions are of primery
importence since they formed the background for the large immigration of
Finns into the U.8. since 1889,

Immigration

Fairchild in his book on XTmmigration divides the causes for immig-
ration inte two divisionseethe natural and unnaturel osuses, Among the
natural he names the inferiority of economic conditions in the country
from which he comes as compared to the conditions in the U.S. Under the
unnatura)l ceuses he lists the religious and political causes, The later
were the main ceuses of Finnish immigration.

The first cause for the immigration of the First Fimns into the

AeBs was the economiec superiority of the U8, to thalt of Finland. In the

UsS, the wages were considerably higher and jobs much more plentifuls.
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The second cause for immigretion was the compulsory military
gservice law which was enmoted in 1878, This may lead the reader to
believe that the Finn is & coward, Thet, however, is not the case. On
the contrary, the Finn has proved himself to be a brave warriore But
years of constant warfare and bloodshed instilled in the Finn a dread of
wﬁr and the desire for peace, Indeed, the Fimn is not a coward but
rather than subtmit to the Russian poliocy of compulsory military drill,
many of them left their homess

The third eause, and perhaps the most important and significant, made
its appearance in 1859, It was in 1889 that Czer Nikoles Il declared his
"February Manifesto" against Finland, By this proclamation Finlend became
the unfortunete viotim of Russian Russificetion by which most, if not all,
of the c¢ivil and personal liberties of the Finns were removed, Rather than
suffer the consequences of this poliey, many Finns migrated to the U,8,
Wargelin in his booky "The Americanization of the Finns" states that "immige
ration inoreased about 4007 in 1899 until it had risen to ebout 700% in 1902
from that of 1899,"

Another major resson is the restless dissatisfied mind and spirit
of the younger Finns., Many of them did not come into the U.S, because of
economic, politieal or finencial ressons but becfuse of the desire to wander
and seek adventures This cause can be said to exiet in the nature and
character of the Finns, They are active, daring and enterprising: They bee
came fortune hunterss They were found early as sellors and fishermen on the

ocast of Horway. It is even the popular contention emong many Finns that

certain members of Leif Brickson's orew, on his expedition to Amerioca,

were Fimns,




The Finns in Minnesota
Crosby, Minnesota,
Subjects Sociel Ethnie
Submitted bys Paul Lekets
Dates Nove 18, 1838,

Another important fector is the larpge number of Fimmish immigrants
who return to Finland for a permanent or temporary stay. They spread the
knowledge of Americen superiority, of better wages to everyone interested,
Then again, the letters of Finns in the U,8, to their countrymen serve the
same purposes Many of these letters were accompanied by transportation
tickets; or money with which to purchase one, for a brother, relative or a
friend,

The first authentie arrivel of Fimme in Ameriea vecourred in 1639
when the/irrived with & group of Swedes to colonize Delawere, It is rumored
that thess early Pimns were, in all prebability, slaves and servents to the
Swedes

During thé Californis gold rush in 1850, two mmdred Fimns settled
on that coast, About 1866, during the Crimeen War, many of the Finnish
sailors, who sailed for Russia at the time, remeined in Amerioe. WPuring
the Civil Viar when the U,3, needed sallors, ebout a hundred Finns entered
the U.S. naval service,

Finnish immigration began on a larger scale in 1864 when the Quincy
Mining‘Company of Hancock, Michigan engaged the services of some Norwegians
along with many of the Finns who resided in Nerway et the time, Some of
these early arrivers did not engege themselves' in the mining business for
long, for we find that some of them left the mining field to push westward
into Hinnesota where they settled between 1864 snd 1865 in Franklin, Holmes
City end Cokatos That, most likely, was the first errival of Finns inte

Minnesots.

It can be said that the early immigration of Finns was slow,

sluggish end undertermined with a sharp inorease during the early nineties
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and & still greater rise in 1899 through 1902, when, apparently, & climax

was reached, From there immigration dropped considerablys IThe following

is a table on Fimmish lmmigration as extracted from Wergelin's “Ameriocane
ization of the Finns,"

Between 1871«76 about 224 immigreants from Finland,
" 1876-80 " 220 " " X
. 1881=85  "8,717 " Y r
" 1886-80 %21,968 . » 2

And then, the nwmber of Immipgrénts betwesn 1898 and 1902, ineclusive,
Yeer Humber

1893 9,117
1894 1,360
1895 4,020
1898 5,165
1897 1,916
1898 8,46
1899 12,076
1900 ‘ 10,397
1001 12,561
1902 23,152

According to statistics compiled by 8. Ilwgonen in "Kirkoglinen
Kealenteri®™ there wes in 1922 a total of 352,650 Finns and Americen born
Finna in the U.8,, including Alaske.s This may not agree with the U.8

census reports, due to the fact that elear records have not been previously

kepts There existe & diserepancy between the U,8, Census reports and the

of fioial reports of Finland,

Distribution

Of all the Fimms in the U,S, the greater portion of them are found
to be residing in the morthern states, Of their totel 74 1/7% of the Fimns
in the U,8, reside in eight northern stetes, nemslys Michigan, Minnesota,
Hassachusetts, New York, Washington, Ohlo, Wisoonsin and Oregon. In Minne-

sota slone there are approximately 64,000 Finns, sccording to 8, Ilmonen in
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"Kirkollinen Kalenteri,”
Why did the Finns settle in the northern part of the U.S.?
This can be acccunted for easily. First, but perhaps not the most
important reasson, the similerity of climatic conditions énd similarity
of topography to that of Finland, S8econd, snd by fer the most important
reason, the immigrant naturally seeks employment in the industriel seotions
end more particularlly in industries where the demend for umskilled labor

Such was the case in the uvopper country of Michigen where the

"

Finns wers first 1 settle by the Quiney Mining Compeny. From
the copper country we find many Finns moving into Wisconsine Lster they

were found to be coming in large numbers to the Ninnescte iron distriet,

the Gegebic Ranges Leter they were found moving southward onto the

Cuyune iron range after the opening of the first mine in 1911,

The writer does not mean to imply that prior to 1811 there were
no Finns in Crow Wing countys It is an established fact that es ecarly as
1878 there were Finns residing in Brainerd, the county seat and in Deerwood,
Both Deerwood and Brainerd were born with the construetion of the Horthern
Pacifiec Reilroad from Puluth to Brainerd in 1871, These early Finns were
lured inteo Crow Wing counti by the reilrosd company since there was & shorte
age of labor at the time and because the Finno were reputed to be good
workers, Upon completion of the railroad they ooccupied themselves othere
wise, Some entered the then prosperous logging, timbering and paper ine
dustrys Soms took up farming, Later, upon the opening and development
of mining in Crosby, Ironton and Ouywnm, we find sanother influx of people
coming inte the oounty which increased and kept in step with the develop-

ment of mininges A great portion of these people that came with the open-
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ing of the mine were Finns, Today the FPinng in Crow Wing ocounty number

over 1,150 or about 4.5% of the total county population snd about 9% of

the forelgn white stock,
Of the totel number of Finnsg in Crow Wing County 576 reside in
o &

Crosby. There are 123 famlilice and ] Finnish owned homes in Crosby.

Few of the Finns sre tenants,
Immigration Journey

Perhaps we should, at this time, follow the typieal Finn from
his homeland to the U8, Mr. Charles Makie of Croshy, Minnesota through
his éxperiences and adventures on his journey from Finland to the Us 8.
presents & ploture of the typical Finnigh immigrant,

harlie, as he is populsrily known, was born and reared on a
farm about four hours walking 2istar om Henga, & seaport village on
the North Sea. He was the second oldest son of & family of elevenes
geven boys end feour sisters,

To resr a family of that size was a problem of severe dimensions.
Consequently, at the age of {ifteen, Isaac, Charlie's brother left home to
work as a dock hand in Henga, There he toilsed for three years, helping the
family end at the seme tire seving money with whioh he journeyed to Americe,
the land of promise.

On Cherlie's eighteenth birthday, June 17, 1808, he received a letter
from his brother, Isase, who worked in the gold mines in IHeuncock, HMiochigen,
The letter described Ameriece as & lamdl of superb opportunity, & land of fortune.
Plenty of Jjobs snd big pays It slso deseribed, to some extent, the similarity
of Michigan to Finlendeethe long, cold winters, the forests, the lak;g, etes
The letter concluded something like this, " larlie, I em sending you some

money with which you cen come to Americe if you wish., If not, give it te
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father. Yo neede it. OCharlie, do come, Your future will be secures

i+ 1g not necessary thet you die heres You can work with me for a few

years and then, we can go home together"

The appeal of the letter was too great for Charlie to resist,

Xe immedistely made plans end preperations for the new, exelting adventure,

He demned the families best wearing epperel, His mother gave him
the best socksy énd best shoes, and father's best trousers., The personal
possessions he placed in & swall sack along with a new cake of cheoese, &
loaf of rye bread and some cold meat,

Amid tesrs, lewrhter, hugs and kisses, words of advice and caution,
Charlie left his happy homes

In Henge he purohased his transportation tiecket for 360 marks or
the equivelent of 90 dollars end made all the necessary srrengementss IHe
boarded & smell tramp freighter thaet plied between Englend end Finland.
In London he was eonfronted by the Bnglish immigration authorities. There
he wns besieped by a barrage of questions and gesticulations he ceuld neot
understand, Thereupon the official resched into Charlie's pocket and helped
himself to his passport end other eredentials. The official, setisfied thet
everything wae in order, wrote on & card end pipned it on Cherlie's chest; at the
same time slepping him on the back and saying,"Good boys Good boys" Later
Charlie learned that unonlthe cerd was written his destination for the
benefit of reilroed snd stesnmship employees, le elso learned the meaning
of the expreszion, “Good boy." He uses it today when pleased about any=
thinge

From London he jdourneyed by rail to Liverpools A4t Liverpool he

boarded another freipghter as a third olase passengere--destination New York.
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The sea voyage is one that Cherlie shall never forgets After the second
day at sea, he began to become i1l which seemed to turn for the worse
with each passing day. lo desired privacy, but had none, His eabin
was occuplied by elpght othors who felt as badly as he did, The evil
stench and odor created by nine sick people gagged him, For seven days
he ate nothing end slept little. However, he menaged to live through it,
although he had his doubts mbout it, end arrived in New York City on Jume
30, 1908,

Occupations
Here again, Cherlie Was confronted by immigration officiels
(pesky people, Charlie thinks). Imagine his surprise end joy when he dise
covered that ene of them spoke Finnishe To this dey Charlie lists that
moment among his happiest in his life,
From New York, with the aid of e tag or label on his chest, he

progressed by painful degrees and with no little difficulty to Cleveland,

hicego end finally Hencock, Michigen, His long, tedious Jjourney came to a

very much welcomed end.

After several days of almost constant joy, conversation and rejoice

ing, Charlie went to worke le was employed as & timbermen for three years.
From the mineg he moved into the tirber industry where he worked for two
years, From Michigan he moved to the Mesabi Range in Minnesota where he
received employment as a braekeman with the Winston Brother's Company. By
hard, diligent work he advenced to locomotive fireman and finally to a
locomotive engineer,

In 1917 he moved to the Cuyuns Renge where he has bwen employed
elmost oconstently.

It is a matter of fact that other Finns have traveled as Charles
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ineidently, can be applied to meny other people in the U8, and should not
be restricted to apply only to Finna.

Over BOS. of the Finns have come from azrieultural

uncommon to find Finns in farm 1ife in the vieinity o by Among the
Firns it seems to be a genersl desire to own & Tearm, A1l of the Finnish
ferm owners in this immediate vieinity heave labored in the iron ore mines until
he had saved ('"'!““?(“I"h to purchase a pieoce of lend to teke up his cherished

oocupation, Some of them eontinued mining at the seme time, A
we have in this vioinity shout a dozen Flimish fea
extends over sn area of 160 acres, owed by Bdward Hill, UHe
this depreession,; developed a thriving dairy business,

At present there ere ten Pinns employed by the Inlend Steel Mining
Company of Ironton, Minresote. That, for the time being seens to be the
total extert of the Finns employed ss miners, These miners are engaged in
the form of iron ecre, from the deep bowels of the earth, a job that is quite
safe but not completely vold of denger, Put miners are a brave lot because
they toil under dengerous conditions where death atalks clese at hend,
never imminent, but alweys close st hand, nevertheless. They
to being brave without knowing how brave they are and their work developes

in them a reckless, fearless, fentastio spirit that mekes them seem appressive

.

and seemingly formidebles It is this spirit, probebly, thet cost the lives of

forty=féur miners in the Milford Mine disaster of 1034,
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Finland, the New Nation by Agner Rothery
Imasigrant Reces in North Aweriea by Peter loberts

Anmericenization of the Finns by John Wargelin

"Kirkellinen Kalenteri by S Ilmonen

Interviews with

Charles Halkl, Crosby, Hinmesota,

Nestor Kivi, Crosby, MHinnesota.

Mauriee Erkile, Crosby, Minnesotae

Adno Vartisinem, Editor "Paivelehti", Duluth, Minn,
s

¥rs, Jokinin, Cuyuna

Walfrid Jokinen, Worker's Soclalist Publishing Company
of Duluth, Minnesota.

Vaino Konga, Hinnesota Ave., Duluth, Minne.
Mre Kuski, Deerwood, Minn,

Lusa Kenges, Crosby, Minn,

John Martinson, Crosby, Minnesota.

Frank Engman, Deerwood, Minnesota.

Einio Hiemala, Crosly Workers Store, Crosby, Minnesota.
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The cooperative movement entered the Cuyuna Range rather slowly
and by installmentss It was not until after dire need, want, necessity
and lack of credit confronted the workers and miners, that they realized
the adventeges to be gained by the establishment of a permenent cooperative,
The first attempt to establish a workers' cooperative retail
in Crosby occurred in 1913. It was ¢ ime, during a small lebo
affecting two mines, the Kennedy mine of Cuyuna end the
thet the workers were cohfronted with the severe problem of obtaining food
and clothing for their families. Incidently, this strike was of a short
duretion, only three months, and was instigated b

7 the local branch of the

J
Socialist party, of which meny of the miners were member. The strikers were
merchants and reteilers as radicals, as un-
As the strike continued, with little
ettlement, and as the
these merchants proceeded to place their
P

basis. Consequently most of the strikers found

predicament. (In those times the miners saved very little, but spent their

earnings from month to month.) However, these men that possessed the courage

to defy their employers (we had no Wagner Labor Act at that time) possessed
the courage to with is situetion. The strikers, faced with their
struggle with the mining companies on one side, and the curtailment of credit

on the other, were forced, of necessity, to do something constructive to
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alleviate their sorry plight. It was under the leadership and guidence of

Gus Jutenberg thet the first cooperative was orgenized. He, with the assistance
of a group of aides, proceeded to sell shares at five dollars per share. With
the several hundred dollars thus accumulated, & small, one room, freme structure

¥

was erected, which they stocked with merchandise. The store did quite well,
being dependent, however, on the miners who were employed. This store was not
destined to remain in business for long. Shortly after the settlement of the
strike and the return of prosperous, industrial conditions, the store closed
its doors. It hed served its immediate purpose to help the strikers survive
the period of the strike dispute. Thet was the first attemtp to establish e
cooperative in Crosby.

Again, in 1916, a second cooperative store made its appeerance. The
cause for the rebirth of the cooperative movement was the reeppearance of
conditions similar to thet of 1913. It was in 1916 that & general strike in-
volving all of the underground mines on the Cuyuna Renge was instigated by the
locel brench of the Industrial Workers of the World, whose local membership

o

st thet time was in-excess of 500 members and meny more sympathizers. The

purpose of the strike was identical to the objectives of present day lebor dis-

putes-~the securing of a higher wage and better working conditions. Agein, as
in 1913, the strikers were caught between two fires--the strike on the one

side end the discriminetion end curteilment of credit on the other. This time,
however, the strike assumed lerger proportions--all of the mines were involved.
The predicament of the strikers, this time, was much more severe. Again the
miners pooled their availsble resources and established the "Crosby Workers

Store" in an effort to help them survive the effect of the industrial struggle.
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Fortunately, the strike was e short one enduring for e period of only four

months. Had the strike continued for e longer period of time, the cooper-

etive movement would probebly have been terminated at that time. Neverthe-

less, the strike did have its retarding effects upon the.cooperative. Upon
3 € i ! .

settlement of the strike meny of the mines and coop leaders were obliged to
leave the Cuyuna Renge. The mining companies, in an effort to rid the Range

£

of labor troubles, refused to rehire these leaders because of their intense
and sincere activities in the strikes, in the orgenizaetion of the radical
Socialist Party and the Industriel Workers of the World. These men, however,
comprised the backbone of the coop movement end upon thelr desertion, of
necessity, the store started on the road to decline and dismemberment.

In 1919 an effort to rejuvenate end salvage the remains of the coop
was launched by & group of Finns. Most active amongst them were Charles Siren,
Adem Soari, Issasac Jaskari snd Alexander Polso. They reelized that unless the
cooperative was reorganized, rebuilt and expanded, it was doomed to dismel
failure end total dismemberment. They launched an educational -campaign by
issuing and distributing leaflets and pemphlets printed in Finnish in an
effort to bring to the people the reel advantegeous gains of & cooperative.
The almost irmediate response was startling., Sales of shares increased
tremendously and most of the Finns began to patronize the cooperative store
which was christiened "The Crosby Workers Cooperative."

By degrees the coop store grew lerger and financially stronger and

in 1925 a large store building located on the main street was purchased for

&
o

the sum of $5,985. The old store building was sold and the proceeds used

toward the purchese of the new structure.
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On July 25th, 1932, at a meeting of the stockholders held in the
Crosby Workers' Hall, it was voted that the Crosby Workers'! Cooperative be
incorporated for & period of thirty years under the new name, "The Crosby
Workers! Cooperative Association,"

The first officers of the newly formed association were: Adam
Seari, President; Isseaac Jaskaai, Vice-president; Hermen Karby, Secretary;
Alexander Polso, treeassurer.

The management of the association is vested in a board of eleven
directors who are members of the associetion and who are elected by ballot
at the annuel meetings of the association. The board of directors elects
the officers. The first board of directors were: Adem Saari, Isaac Jaskari,
Hermen Karhy,‘klexander Polso, Charles Mattson, George Kaski, Matt Kunnari,
Gust Gunderscﬁ, Henry Maki, John Jetenberg and Elias Mattson. All of these

: q

were instrumental in the organizetion of the original Crosby Workers'! Store

end in its advancement snd progress through the following years.

The present board of directors are Finnish, namely: Leo Alholm,
President, Carl keko, Secretary; Charles Siien, Treasurer; August Mikkela,
Vice-president; Emi Meki; Isaasc Talvitii; Charles Kentala; John Syrie;

Emil Seari; Victor Saari; Emil H. Meki.
The capitel stock of the associetion is $15,000 end is divided into

1500 shares et $10.00 per share, and no individual stockholders is permitted

to own more than 20 shares. Interest on shares is non-cumuletive and is never

in excess of eight percent, although it is frequently less, depending entirely

upon the net profit of the business at the termination of the fiseal period,
which in this case is from Jan. 11 to Dec. 31. The net income of the assoc-

ietion is distributed amongst the patrons on the basis of patronasge; that is,
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the more one purchases at the coop the greater is his share of the profits

or discounte,. It is not necessary that the patron be & shareholder in the

association to share, annually, in the profits in proportion to his pur=-

cheses, A small percentage of the net income is set aside amnually as a
reserve fund to be used in the event of e crisis and in such an event, should
the need present itself, this reserve fund is made evailable, by & vote of
the shereholders, for distribution emong the members. No one stock or share-
holder is entitled to more then one vote, irrespective of the numbers of
shares he may own. FEach member of the association shares in the profits,

but at the same time assumes & liability risk which is fixed on the value of
each share.

For the past few years, the Crosby Workers' Cooperative Associetion
haed the largest overturn of goods end the largest volume of business as compared
to the private, individual enterprises. For 1536, its net sales amounted %o
$80,588,52, The net income, aside from the reserve fund, was $2,311.78 ell of
which was distributed back to the patrons in the form of & discount based, of
course, on the patron's purchases for that particular year. The present manager
Eino Niemale, recently stated that the sales for 1937 neered the $100,000 mark,

The noteble point of the Crosby Workers' Cooperative Association is
its success. This success can be attributed, mainly, to the activity of the
Finns for they had experienced, to a very grest extent, the advanteges of
cooperatives in Finlend. Finland is often referred to as the "land of
cooperatives," The Finns, in their struggle to meet the cost of living
during the periods of industrial strife on the Cuyuna Renge, early saw the
necessity of helping one another and early approved of the principle that profit

should not be used for individuel speculetion but for the maintenance of the
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common goode It was, undoubtedly, this feeling and desire for the social

improvement of the workers, on the part of the Finns, that the Crosby

o

Workers' Cooperative Associaetion is whet it is today.




In additiocn to admitted factors of dry-drilling, peor venti-
lation and blasting causing silicosis, many miners feel that the
speed-up and use of tuggers to transport ore is also a cause of
silicésis. The harder the miners have to work, the harder tThey
have to 'suck for wind!', &s they commonly put 1t. With this larger
amount of air passing through their lumgs, there is more silica
and irén dust lodged in the lung tissue. Also in some mines the
foreman insists on the miners going back into their work plages
shortly after blasting, before the smoke and dust have had time to
clear away. It is natural that the dust content of the air is much
higher immediately after blasting and so the mining cowpanies great
hunger for 'dirt! rides roughshod over any consideration of safety
and health measures. "Get the dirt out, boys," is usually the
order from the foremen five to ten minutes after the blast.

A year ago I was often sent back into our.worK place when the
smoke was thot!, that is, the acid content of the air was high,
causing irritation of the mucous membranes of the nose and taroat,
which causes violent fits of sneezing and coughing and cften vomiting.
Under such working conditions, I can well believe Mr. Morris Green-
berg when he stated that 75% of the underground miners who have
worked 15 to 25 years in the mines have contracted silécosis.

The modern high speed, double-drum tuggers and pulling scrapers

long distances stir up much dust. The cabdes winding and unwinding

on the drums throws the dust almost directly into the face of the

operator.I do not believe any tests have been made at any time on
the dust content of the air immediately surrounding the operation

of tuggers.




Hand-Book of Labor Statistics, 1956 Edition, Bulletin No. 616,
page 545, says:

tattention is also called to the attiflude of some employers, who

deny the existence of any dust disease awony their employees, and

of the miners themselves, who frequemtly oppose all attempts at
physical examination or the use of any remedial equipment or methods.
It is claimed that there appears in many instances a concerted effort
to hide facts.!

It is true that the miners refuse physical examinations but

mainly in fear that they will be found suffering irom 'miner's

£

consumption'! and summarily laid off. There are many cases of lay-

offs immediately after physical exawminations with no explanations.
The miners refuse to allow their names to be mentiocned in fear of
further oppression by the companies.

As to the use of remedial equipwment and methods, the miners
were told merely to use this equipment but no reasons were given.
As this made work slower, the miners usually discarded the suggestion.
If an educational campaign had been carried on undoubtedly the

miners would have used all precautions to prevent silicosis.




The following are brief case-histories of silicosis cases
cn the range. In most cases I am not allowed to give names because
the fawily fears black-listing by the companies,
M

2

o A

Mr. A., Eveleth, died ©of silicosis in 1930 He was laid off
one and a half to two years before death, after one of the company's
medical examinations and told he need never apply for a job at the
Oliver. Worked Z28-29 years for the Oliver Iron Mining Company, of
which the last den years was spent raise -mining. Dr. Burns of Two
Harbors first discovered silicosis and told Mrs. A. that her husband
should get the best of care as he did not have very long to live.

Dr, Laird of Nopeming showed the plates of Mr. A. to Mrs. A. and

friend of Eveleth. After his death he performed and autopsy and

told another friend (who is still at Nopeming according to latest

reports) that it was a miracle how any man with that much dust in
his lungs could live, Shortly after his death, Mrs.A. asked a
lawyer in Eveleth 1f she couldn't ceollect compensation frow the
company. The lawyer stated that she couldn't collect on a case like
that as it was a natural death due to hard work and that all people
who work tco hard must die. Bhe wants to push this case so as to
help save the lives of the miners now employed. She says if the
company had used precautionary methods her husband would be alive.

Mr, B

Mr. B. of Eveleth died of tuberculosis in

believes husband died of silicosis as he worked as i Al's partner,

Mr. C.

Dr. Burkland of the Ruud Hospital of Hibbing first examined




C. of Keewatin and told him he had iron dust in his lungs.
Dr. Bouchard of Hibbing confirmed this ana ne was sent: to a c¢linic.
Two years later Dr., Harris of the Adams Hospital of Hibbing x-rayed

his limgs and told him be bhad a few months left to live. The state

tuberculosis clinic examined him and said his lungs were all right;

no x-rays taken. Mr. C. worked {or Hannan Mining Company, the

a
Nutiun}bteeL and Iron Company and at the Mississ

This mine was very dusty because of poor veantilation. Miners
k

ush timber up an incline causing winers to gasp for breath.
.i;il‘ * D @

Mr. D. is now at the Nopeming sanitorium suflering irom
H

gilicosis. Mr. D. receives $4o0. a month under the Carnegle plan.

Family refuses to take any action as company has been so good to
- N =

Julius Mutabyia

Julius Mutabyia, Keewatin, Box 514, This men worked at the
Sargent mine in Keewatin for 7-8 years. Laid off April 20,
Hired Lommen of Eveleth for an attorney, who settled the case out
of court for 3750 and took $350. in lawyer's fees. Has a complete
record of medical examinations and correspondence with Lommen.
Dr. Barton of the Duluth Clinic gave him an affidavit proving ne
had silicosis which he turned over to Lommen who kept it. When
Julius tried to get another one the doctor refused and said he
wasn't givéng anymore affidavits to anyone but Lomwmen. AlSo had

an injured back but that matter was not settled.




Mr, !

Mr. B, died of silicosis in 19357 at the age of 54, Was a

raise miner for many years. The foreman at the wine where Mr. I.

had worked told some of the mwen that Mr. E. died because he worked

tco much as a ralilse winer in rock. M B's mother has affidavits

of dectors in possession claiming her son died of silicosls and

¥
tuberculosis. Alsc has the promise of testimony of iive doctors

at Nopeming. Wien Mr. E. went to the Duluth Clinic his case was
disgnosed as pneumonia. He was sent to St. Marys Hospital in
Dulutn where he was placed in the tuberculosis ward. Mr. Lomzen
when consulted ccnerning compensation stated that the case w.s very

weak,

Silicosis information wes obtained from Mr. George Peterson and

Mr. Greenberg of Eveleth., Tony Mudrovich, Mike Lukich of Keewatin,
William wallin, John Korpi of Gilbert and also from personal
eXperience as a miner.

I received information on the Gilbert Workmen's Society from
interviews with the following persons: Nestor Vuori, Hiima Torma,
Ivar Torma, Victor Ano, Wiiilam Walilin, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sorilia,
Mrs. Sulo Kaliin, aliof Gilbert, and aiso from the minutes of the
wocialist party for the years oi 191l2-15-14 ana 15.




Gilbert, Mimnescte.

SUBJECT: Social Ethnie
SUB. BY: Walter Kykyri
DATE: Nov, 14, 1938,

THE FINNS IN MINNESOTA

Gilbert is a town with a population of 2,334, Originally it was
a mining camp, today there are no mines working. This is due to the fact
that all the mines are private property and the companies prefer to work
out the leased state-owned mines in the neighboring towns of Virginie and
Eveleth., There are three underground mines and three open-pits in and
around Gilbert which contain a good merchantable ore but have not been
worked to any extent.

Only a few miners travel to Eveleth or Virginia to work in the
mines, The bulk of the people in Gilbert earn their living on WPA or work-
ing for the Village of Gilbert, the school district, county or state, Seven
hundred and sixty-three people are classified as unemployed in this towm.

In Gilbert there are 423 Finnish people comprising 120 families.
The Finns are 18% of the total population of Gilbert and the average size
of the family is 3.5 persons.

Sparta 'location' located about 1% miles from Gilbert could be
called the parent of Gilbert. Most of the early settlers of Gilbert owned
homes in Sparta but through trickery and fraud the Oliver Iron Mining Compeny
was able to get the people to move to the present site of Gilbert. Only a

very few families stayed. Recently since the Oliver Iron Mining Co. and the

Republic Iron Mining Co. moved their "locations" away from Gilbert, the
- (=1 y t

Sparta ¥location" began to grow, Today the population is 417 of which 333
are of Fimnish extraction (or 79%). There were 83 Finnish families whose

average size is 4 persons per family, Of these 333 Finnish people, 214 are
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native born whereas in Gilbert there are 217 netive borm Finns,

Since 1911 there have been graduated from Gilbert Hizh School,

1,444 graduates, 383 of these are Finns or 26%. For the last 15 years
for which I was able to get figures, 9 of the 15 valedictorians or 60%
are Finns; Salutorians 7 our of 15 or 46%, and of the Honor Students 20
out of 46 or 43% were Finns,

This to me indicates that the Students of Finnish extraction
are more serious in securing an education. I don't believe that it is

any indicetion of superior intelligence.

Jack Hill
Gilbert, Minn., R.F.D.
November 3, 1938,

Jack Hill, informant, was born Mesy 12, 1881 at Haapavesi, Oulun
Laani, Finlend. - Haapavesi is e farming community and had a creamsry and
an agricultural school. The soil was very poor and therefore the farms
were larger in proportion to farms in other parts of Finland.

Mr, Hill's parents owned land valued at one-eighth mantali, and
it was approximately 120 acres according to American measurements., They
had eight cows and sold cream toc the creamery. Machinery was unknown on
most of the farms and all work was done by humen labor. Hay was cut and
raked by hend and carried with & sling to the hay-lofts and stacks. Grain

was cut with a sickle. Most grein was also threshed by hand. The bundles

were placed with the grain ends together on the floor of the luuril and

l. Luuri is the building in which the threshing is done,
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the men would beat the grain with vartas,2 Rye was threshed by pounding
the bundles against the walls of the luuri.

Kernels were separated from the chaff by throwing a hand=full
across the room; the heavier grains would land against the wall and the
chaff would go only part way.

Before threshing begen the bundles of grain would be dried very
thoroughly in a specially constructed drying room heated by a large stove.

Potatoes were planted, cultivated and harvested by hand. Only
enough was raised for consumption on the farm as this required a tremendous
amount of human labor.

In Haapavesi pitaja, there was a youth club-house which was the
center of athletics in the territory, National skiing tournaments were
sponsored and usuelly the locel Heapavesi athletes took the greatest share
of the prizes. This territory is renowned in Finland for the ability of the
skiers.

The Haapavesi youth e¢lub elso sponsored national boat racing.
Dencing was not very popular with the young men of the district. Dances

were held in the threshing rooms after the crops were harvested.

Mr, Hill emigrated'to this country for two reasons. First, to

evade military service, and secondly, to improve economic conditions.

All the male youth of the age of twenty, had to register for mil-

2, A varta is a device with which the grain is pounded from the bundles.
It consists of a pole about six feet in lemgth. There is a slot around
one end into which is fitted a leather strap. A sixteen-inch pyramide
shaped block of wood about four inches square at the base is attached
to the strap. This block whirls around the pole, thus giving more
power in beating the grains from the bundles.
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itary duty and have a medical examination. Then those fit for service
were required to draw lots to see who would serve three-year terms in the
infantry and cavalry of northern Finland and who would take three months
of military training. Those who were lucky enough to drew the three months
training were placed in the reserves subject to further service on 48 hour
notice,

In February 1900, Mr. Hill end his sister left Finland for America
via Liverpool. There wasn't a boat leaving for America from Liverpoocl for
two weeks so they went to Glasgow and took a White Star Liner, landing at
Philadelphia 14 days later after a very rough voyage. Mr. and Miss Hill
traveled third-class as did most Finnish emigrants. There were many Finnish
people on the same boat and accommodations better than usuel so the trip was
very pleasant.

From Philadelphia Mr. Hill went to Centerville, Mass, where he
worked as & section hand on a railroad agd he elso picked cranberries, He
remained in Centerville for three years end then began Wandering from one
Finnish colony to asnother. He does not remember dates but states that he

was in the Dekotas, Washington, Butte, Montana and Michigan before going

to Soudan, Minnesote. He started working.for the Pickands Mather Company

as a miner, In 1906 he moved to Elcor, Minnesota where he worked in the
Corsica mine as a miner until 1929 when the mine closed temporarily. He
bought a forty-acre farm in the Hutter district, a few miles from Gilbert.
He bought the farm feeling that it waﬁld add to his security in his old age.
The catestrophic fall in farm prices forced Mr. Hill to go back to the mines
to earn a living. He has worked approﬁimately 30 years for the Pickands
Mather Co,

Mr. Hill hes been & member of the Co-operative Store of Gilbert
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since its beginning. This membership was his only attempt to solve his

economic problems,
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