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The nation of Pinland todoy is composed of three main
racial groups, all of which migrated to the country at a relatively
recent period. The great majority (2,760,000) are Finns, comprising
88 per cent of the population and inhabiting the interior and part
of the seacoast of Finddnd. The largest minority are the Bwedes,
sea~coast dwellers on the Baltiec and the Culf of Finland, making up
11 per cent of the population. Some é.ﬂOO Lapps and a few Germans and
Russians complete the list of the races.

It 18 with the Finns; namerically far superior to the other
races, that the problem of racial dstermination is ehiefly concerned.
Just where they came from, and from what race they sprang, whether
Mongoloid, Nordie, or Alpine, is a subject on which wide differences of
opinion can be found. The reason lies in the fact that there are
several important eontradictory factors in the evidgnce with whigh
ethnographers determine such questions. Determination of race then
becomes a matter of welghting the facts, and becamse these facts

have been weighted Aifferently, Finlanders have been variounsly termed

an "oriental”, an "Bast-Baltic®, and a "proto-Slavic" race. Bessuse

of these differences, it is possible to place reliance only on those
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hypotheses upon which general agreement has been found.

Linguistically the Finns belong to the Finno-Ugrige stock.
In this category they are classed with the FPsthontans, the Carelians
(inhabiting Russia around the White Sea), the Lapps, the Samoyedes
(inhabitants of Arctic Russia), the Mordvinians and Cheremisses ( on
the Volga to the south and west of its bend), the Permians (1iving
aroulid the Kama river and in the foothills of the Urals), the
Hungarians or Magyars, and the Voguls and Ostyaks, two small Asiatie
tribes. The Finng, the Esthonians, and the Carelians, with a few
minor trides known as the Livonians, the Vepsians, and the Votians,
are given the general name of Baltic (or Mast-Baltic) Finns, and
their speech is very similar., The Mordvinians and Cheremlsses are
known as the Volga peoples. The Bermians embrace two tribes, the
Votyaks and Siryenians; while the gensral name mf "Ugrian peoples®
is given the Magyars, Voguls and Ostyaks.

The languages of all these peoples are falrly closely
related to each other, but the question as $o the famlly tree from
which they sprouted has not been settled. All econtain a large number
of loan-words from the Indo=Furppean tongues, from which spring
fnglish German and the other western Furopean speeches, and thias fact
leads some philologlsts to believe that they may be of this family.
Usually they are thought to help form the UraleAltale group of the

Altale family. Characteristic of Flano-Ugrige lan

of suffixes (unlike Wnglish but li'e Latin), employment of nany

cases in the declension of nouns (there are fifteen in Finnigh), in

some languages dual as well as plural number (1like Old English pronouns),
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1ittle use of gender, phonetic alternatives in strong and weak-stem
gonsonants, and many infinitive and participial constructions of the
verdb, the construction of which ig well=developed.

No less a subject of dispute is the question of the physieal

relationships of the Fimnns to the main races. Some anthropologists

have !M that the Finng belong to the Mongolian family, prineipally

because of the slanting eyes and round heads of some Finns. Two
features of F‘inno-tigrlﬂb peoples cast some doubt upon this hypotheais.
Pirst, they lack the eye-wrinkle of the Mongolianj furthermore,
round-headedness is by no means a universal characteristic of Fians,
This tendency toward long~headedness is sometimes explained as being
the result of intermarriage with the Swedes who were found settled

on the coast of Finland by the early Finnigh “invaders, but
Archaeological evidence which has been brought forth seems to disprove
this contention alsgso. V.

This evidence lies in the contents of the kurgsns or tumli
which may be found seattersed over the Volga watershed. They are huge,
conical piles of earth, sometimes more than a hundred feet high, and
are the burial mounde of a people living in the region sometime in
the Christian era. In them have been found pottery which some
archaeologists believe the work of the Finns, and skulls showing
that the race vﬂ&chl made them was long-headed.

If these kurgans are indeed the work of Flnno-—ﬂgﬂ#c trides,
both the contention that the Finns are Mongoloid and that they

acquired their oyold skulls M intermarriage with the Swedes would

-




SUBJECY: Soelo Fthmie
SURMITTED BY: Hardie Smith
DATE: Oe¢tober 10, 1938

lose mach of its credibility. It would lend additional weight te
the argument that the Finne were the aboréglasl Puselens or.that they
are a race distinot from both the Mongolians and the so-called "Aryan®
peoples. Until it ecan be proven, however, it but adds another point
of doubt to an already complex question.

A summary of these bhetter-established hypotheses might,
however, read as follows. The Baltie Finns, with vhom we are concerned,

are 8 predominantly ™uropean people, speaking a lanﬁuagd$hat is
1

"an-Aryan" and non=Slavie and is not allied to any of the great

eivilized Muropesn tongues. Thelir race originated somewhere in the
region betweén the middle and lower Volga and the headwaters of the
Pneiper. There is a strong presupposition th?t in prehieto-ic times
they haﬁ eontact with ﬂ?ngnlian tribes or that possibly they were

themselves a part of that race.

Thus, at around 2500 ﬁ.C:] the period that began their
wanderings, we find the Pinns occupying a vast expanee of upland and
rugged hill=gomatry in the footh'lls of the Urals. They were in the
process of transition Trom 4 hunting people to an pastoral mode of
existences, for they had alresndy domesticated the sheep and the deg.
They had partially domesticated the reindeer; it {s thought that 1t
might have benn‘uead as a draft-amimal, dut at any rate 1t was used
to help them in their hunting. They had developed a simple form of
pottery to aid them in cooking. As yet, however, thelr principal
means of livelihood was the bow and arrow, They were a nomadie penplo,
occupled chiefly by hunting and fishing, and needed much tarritor&

in which to roam.
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At this $ime all the implements of the Finne were of stone,
but five hundred years later, in their transition from the Stone Age
to the Bronge age, the tribes began to learn a new way of making thelr
living. This was a borrowing from the Indo=Yuropean tridves of a
prinitive form of agriculture, and was made possible by the new
bronge axe with which the tribesmen eould ghop down trees. The evidenc e
that places the date and origin of thbds change in the habites of the
Pinnie tribee comes from the presence in the Vinnn-ﬁgr{#c langusges
of numerous agricultural terms which are loan-worde from the indo=Buropean
tongues. This change made 1t poseible for the Pinna to subsist on a
much smaller area, but as hunting aq:H fishing were still the main means
of meking a livelthood, and as "burn=beating" (the practice of burning
off the felled trees and uﬁﬁ@rhrueh in a eclearing to make room for the
erops) was rnspﬁnﬂihie for depletion of the land in a few years, the
PMinna gradually began to drift westward.

The reason for this migration apparently 11es in the faot
that the eentral Plaing of Asia were drying up and eould no longer
surport the tribes in the numbers to which they had now grown. It ig
known that the steppes at one time were fertile, perhaps heavily wooded,
full of food fnr_tha tribes. OGreat glaclal lakes supplied abundant mobe=
moisture for vegetation. But with changing climatic conditions the lakes
began to dry upj ewentually the forest A{s-ppesred, and the trides were

forged to look elsevhere for the food to which they wers accustdmed.
/

L/
The migration was a long prﬁéasl. Twen before the Stone Age

had reached an end, tribes had been splitting off the main body and

leaving the homeland. Fven when the main movements alone are congldered,
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1t geems from the evidence that two millenie had passed before the Finne
had arrived at their present home. They movel on from one spot to the
next adjacent loecation, following rivers or plains areas, recoiling from
heavily wooded land oy rugged country, cireling heavily populated valleys,
always moving along the lines of least resistance. Thls progress fook
them northward until they could go no farther, and there they settled,

in ﬁhe'nresent country of Finland.

The routes taken are falrly well agreed upon. One is belleved
to have been agross the northern tundra from Siberia, Where the trides
had arrived by following the rivers down to the Aretic ocean. The
other route, which the Pinns may have taken whether or not they were g5
eoming from Asla, is up the Volga. From the headwaters of *he Volga,
the tribes roamed northewestward to the Gulf of Finland, entering their

new homeland either by erossing the Oulf, eireling it, or taking the

\A/
Viipuri-?eﬁ‘hgrad corridor into the interior.

7

Thus are found the tribes entering a wooded, lake=snottied
L4

vilderness which was to be théilr home for the next 1800 years. Various
dates have been gilven for this final settlement, dut all e¢luster within
the century or two preceding and following the bdirth of Christ. Thelr
new home was in many waye a good one. The forests were full of game for
this people which was still predominantly e hunting race. The Gulf
stream helped $o warm the countyy so that 1t was not ‘as e0ld as its

geographical location would have otherwlse made 1t. It was protected

somewhat against railds from the east by the existence of large lakes

Gasily defended. The Pinns settled there with theilr flocks and thelr
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reindeer, began "burn-beating" the forest glades, and started to hunt
the northern forests. As time went on, the trides became more and more
an agricultural people until growing of crops bBecame the chief mode

of raising food.
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Background of the Fimnish Civil
War

One Volume, 525 pagess A collection of erticles, Edited by Arne Halonen.
(A trenslation by Alfred Baclman,)

"Early History of the Development of the Finnish Labor
Moverent " By Otto Vilmi,

The first workers orgenizations in Finnish industry were started
in Helsingfors end Wasa in the year of 1884, Bosses, superintendentes and
even factory owners, with a sprinkling of college men, were dn the leadere
ship of these organizetions. Fow wage workers were inteorested in these
movenents and it is doubtful .if very meny were aware of their existence,

It appears evident thet the purpose in the minds of the gentlemen at the

head of theose organigations at this early stage was at the outset to curb

the spread of Socialistic ideas in the countrys And for a peried of ten
years they were successful in contrelling the spread and influence of the
general lebor movement,

The labor movement in Finlend pot its real start in 189283, at a
time when the entire country wes at grips with a most severe econcmic crisis,
Unemployment, starvetion wages and long hours csused widespread discontent
among workers to such an extent that in January 1804 the impoverished workers,
employed and unemployed, marched through the streets. of Helsingfors to the
market square and helped themselves te foodstuffs, not paying for them of
course, and marched back to their families with the foods This infurieted the

conservative Czarist press of the capital oity to fever pitche The anti-labor
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forces generally flew into a violent rage and threatened to use every letter
of the lew and ifa law enforecement off'icers to punish the offenders and mete
out special sentences to "agitators".
By 1896 conditions beyan to improve slightly. The trade union moves

ment showed rapid growth end improvement, The first weekly labor news paper

"The Workmen" (Tyomies) began publication in March 1885, Shortly after the

laumching of the new lebor paper great enthusiasm began developing in the
labor clubs end trade unionss The new publication seemed to give the labor
movement generally a new lease on life. The policy end program of the "Worke
man” was for shorter hours, higher wages and for lews protecting workers cone
ditions on the job, etec.

The spring of 1896, among the workers, is still spoken of as the
"Spring of CGreat Strike Movements." Much discussion was carried on amongst
the workers in thelr wions and clube ag to the importance of economic or
political setion alming meinly their attacks at the reactionary iiznrisf
governmment of Finland,

As the labor movement beocame more stablized the leadership alsoc took
to their tasks coursgeously. In inecreasing numbers the working people realised
the seriousness of thelir position and began to think in the terms of & change
in the economic end politicel system,

It wes also pointed cut to the workers that they must eventually have
their "say" on the economic and politicel problems facing them, At this period
of rapid growth of the labor movement iugitat":on had begun to enlarge the fast
growing lebor paper "Tyomies"™ to appear twice & weeks Finally a decision was

reached to start the twice-a-week publication in the spring of 1698, This,

however, did not materialize, The reactionary govermment refused to grant a
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1icense, thues forbidding the publication to expand, It was reliably re-
ported that three wealthy industrialists paid & visit to the governor gene
eral with the result thet the license for expansion was denieds The reo-

fusal to grant the license, however, did not forbid the paper to double its

size. Ho the "Workman," from the first of the year 1898 emlarged itself
|

from a small sheet to a full grown 7 eolurm newspaper with many other ime
provements, Around the young labor paper there gathered s large group of
the ablest Fimmish writers in the country capable of editing, composing and
analysing political and economic problems facing Fimnish labore There wes
a erving need for labor literature, slthough considereble emount of good
lebor literature in other langusges were aveilsble, the Finns at this early
date had to be satisfied with the meager information only as it sppeared in
their small lebor press. Late in 1808 a few works appeered dealing with
lebor and econcomio problems printed in the Fimnish langusges

No word of mouth educeation and agitstion was carried on at this
time, The first lecture tour conducted tock place in the winter of 180788
on the eve of the great uPaufge and general rise of the labor movement.
After ovorcoming the growing pains of the rapidly developing educational
venture its results began to show at once. The words of lebor speakers were
regerded end weloomed by workers as if they were nuggets of golde The seeds
fell into very fertile soil, In the course of this work all leboyr groups
grew rapidly, newspaper end literature sales inoreased st all meetings by
leaps and bounds while at the same time finences piled up for further builde
ing and improving the spparatus for agitational end news gathering worke

Also the collective work of the people guinéd strength end developed.

Labor's own political party idea began to gein considerable ground
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a8 & result of the good educational work carried on by the "Workman,"
(Tyomies)s At the Tempere Lebor Congress already in 1896 feeling ran high
and & resolution was presented oalling on labor %0 participate in politics.
The resolution, however, did not survive through the committees and was
¥illed before it reached the floor of the meetings

Events leading to the fall elections of 1868 gave strong jmpetus

towsrd the birth of labor's own politiosl party, Labor, having absoclutely

[ 4
ne veice or vote in the government, begen to feel its power, and because

of this tremendous force brought 't:m bear upon the Czarist govermment the
Cgar, felt that a little of the pressure had to be relesseds B8So the par’~
1iement was called for & speciel sessien to "explain" the new deecree pere
taining to compulsory militery services Becsuse the consoription law fell
heaviest upon the shoulders of the workers, the Helsingfors and Teampere
labor movement demeanded representetion and hearings in the lewmaking bodies.
They requested the conservative parties to sccept lebor candidates to be
placed in on the cconservative ballot in the eléetiona. In each instance
the requests were refused, end, es a result, one of the most aignificant
end peculiar strikes took place, Labor declared an anti<belleting strike.
The conservative press et once raised a hue end ory declaring that labor was
unpatriotioc end enemy of the fetherland, An independent labor party began
rapidly developing within the oity of Helsingfors where the labor movement
et & oity-wide congress voted unend; ously for its establisiment,

During 1096 to 1899 sentiment for & labor party grew nationally in
all labor unions and clubs, At the third congress of laber unions of Finland

Ur Ky
the sentiment for & labor party was so erystalized that at tha\}u?ufeongress
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of 1899, in spite of threats and opposition from conservatives, the Labor
Party was finally borns The raepid growth of the labor movement, with its
ecountless problems, brought on & greater need for & deily labor papers
And the masses were constantly demanding its The orying need for a daily
was seen and it was decided to launch a campaign for the purpose, depending
of course upon the spparent enthusissm and self sacrifice on the part of the
working peeople for its supports Unfortunately the plan feiled and the under-
taking fell inteo grave finenciael diffioulties, The financial campeipgn brought
poor results for the simple resson that a similer kind of a campaign, also
for a labor paper, was started at the seme tinme in the industrial centers of
western Finland,

Besides the numerous diffieculties confromting the Tyomies (Werlman),

additional burdens were added through the ensctment of antielebor lasws by
the resctionary Cgarist controlled Fimnish government in 1889 1n thelr sttempt
not only to oripple the labor movement but also the labor presss These de-

crees seriously erippled the Western Finnlsh Worker (Lansi Suomen Tyomies)
) /"

5

/

to the extent that the paper was foreed to move the publlcetion from !Tmru

because the lecal job printing concerns refused to publish the paper force
ing it to move to Tamperees The ban also affected all other labor literature,
books, pamphlets and msgazines were censored snd teeth were put into existing
anti-labor laws aiming primerily at all lebor literature,

The reactionery forces finally compelled the "Tyemies" (Worlmen,
felsingfors) to sease publication for one month, during this period the
eondition of the paper, financislly, beceame very seriouss It seemed as if

labor was letting itself down, Economie condition of the country, throughe

out, beceame very bad, lowering the living standerds of the people to & new




Background of the FPimnish Civil War

Minneapolis, Minnosota,

Sooisl Ethnie
Alfred

Dece 14, 1938,

level, This setback, however, lested only & short while, Thi
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and middle class elements, Upon the anmouncement that the oonservativea

support the strike, there were elsc warnings and evidences brought forth
proving thet a clever move was on foot to attempt to gain leadership of
the strike, In this they falled,.

Pinnish eapitalisn, which only yesterday tortured worlmen with 16
to 14 hour work days; dlecklisted and removed workers from jobs becauss of
union mwemberships imposed the presence of the gendarmerie at workers meete
ingss forced labor newspapers inte the strectsy insulted labor leaders in
publio, end finally itself beceme alarmed in f:}x.a face of the tremendous
united power of labors fronts Whils all this was taking vlece in Finland,
the ruling olass throughout the country showed incoreasing concern over the
turn of events in Russia, Pressure from the revolutionary preletariat and
the peasantry forced the Ruasian Cszar to lsau apecial manifeste to Fine
land on Nove 4, but the strike committee refused its release uvntil the
following days, In the meantire labor had foreced the revoking of all antie
labor decrces including all BobrikoffeCsaristeImperial "russisnizetion”
statues on the bookss This eppeared to satiafy the bourgeoise, f'f group
of so=oplled "eonstituionalists"” began to show their teeth to the extont
that on the lagt days of the general strike an attempt was made to prepare
en armed atteock on the workers claiming that upon the receipt of the Czar's
manifesto the strike should heve been terminated,s The strike eontinued ree
gardless of threats, clarifying daily to workers and peasants the deep going
olass antagoniem in society.

Out of the November strike ceme important gainse~bars were lowered

considerably on speech, press and the freedom of assemblage, offering labor
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& golden opportunity to educete the masses and strengthen thelr unionse

A nationsl franchise and a one-house parlisment was also granted but only
after bitter struggles were wageds The result of these achlevements was
that the labor movement grew end working class L;‘flw moe on the political
field beceme & strong fectors Labor learmed & valuable lesson from the
general strike, that is, that rfa,—'tirr.fil.:,isa: how demooratic & fece the capitalist
¢lass puts feorward, it etll] remeine the most dreadful of labor's enemies,

functioning alike in every lend with internetionsl comnections, In addition

—

o

to this, Fimnish labor took & leaf from the enemies' book and proceeded to
join hende internationallye-with labore B8imilerly the ealf;f:trz':;n'i',ed srmed stteocks
upen the workers by the government forces during the general strike taught the
workers to be on gusrdy to meintain thelr red guard units end to orgmnize them
nationally under centralised lesdershipe This, in the opinion of labor leaders,
geve workers an opportunity to femilierice themselves with firearms and learn
something about military diseipline, It seemed to be e proven feect, in the
opinion of most leboring people, that to defeat the forces of the capitalist
olass by other means than force was impossibles So after the Czarist governs
ment pgot it's house in order, following the revolution of 190B«6, she proe
ceoded to break up the worker's red guard organisations, in which aotion no
doubt, the Fimnish bourgeoise took & leading parts

The Oulu labor party congress in 1806 sew £it not to oppgese the
liquidetion of the red guards by the govermments They regarded as lar more
importent the preservation of their now legel political labor party, and
its open aectivity, realising thet they camnct have both organizationse

In order to further the struggle sgeinst the bourgeols the workers

also Mﬁr& to organize seeret groups, as even during the greet strike there
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were attempts mede at forming undereground organisationse In Helsinki

(H elaingfors g% ) and othor industrial centers there were secret group

%

"

meeti ':‘z:? discussing and aiding the revolutionary movement &t home as well
a8 koeping in olose ocontact and elso alding the Russian movemente After
the close of the general strike there seomed to Lé & very good resson for
such secret groups Also & permanent committee wes set up at onoe salied
onlled the Ceneral Strike Comuittes in Holeinki composed of forty members
who were from unions, youth groups and temperance socleties end in adait:
there were also representatives from the leadership of the red guard and
the Soclal Demooratic Partys This coomittes was primerily a revolutionary
workers cowicil which met once s week regulerly end oftener if conditions
became bense, The somnittee discussed and kept itself well informed on

domestic and foreign conditions e ielly in Bussia where the struggile

between progreas and reaction was centinuelly taking very sharp formse

Much discussion took place in the leading committees on the ade

visability of labor on teking over the govermment redio, telegraph and

.

8 3.4 o

railroed k’;:stws.:ﬂ‘ while at the same time six smeller comnittees met
frequently in privete homes and cafes gethering information on all municipal
polities s well es preparing revolutionery propugandms A secret press in
Helsingfors turned out lerge amounts of leaflets in the Esthonian, Finnish
and Russien guBges, u* ile groups of propegundists carried on educationsl
ocampuipgns in barracks, cefes end dence halls where soldiers gethered.
Speciel commitiees of sco inspected warchouses and removed all explesive
meterial freom thelir stock Considerable funds were confiscvated and turned

over to workers organigetions for educetional purposes; for defence and for
*Former Swodish name, chm_tud a few years ago to "Helsinki."
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ﬁrﬁm. Considerable arms were in the hands of a government organiszation
"Voimaliitto," (transleted means Lesgue of Strength) a semiescoret league,
who were very careful not to place arms in the hends of workerss At the
break of the Viborg rebellion, the activiéﬁs* in the rebellion bYegen oollecte
ing srmee They were able to get from the "Voimaliitto"™ only on'rifle for
every ten men with en agreement thet upon the erushing of the Czarist forces

»

the arme were to be all returned back to thelr original owmers,

In the leading commitiees churges were hurled et some members thaet
confiscated funds were used by some for their own purposes. This caused
hard feélings toward some and very severe action was taken ageinst such

" Some of the most prectical and sincere members did not epprove

"degenerates,’
the ection at the outset: It is well to mention of the first shots fired in
the Viberg struggles About 200 white guards, (ecalled butchereguards by workers)

fully srmed, began moving in on the workers territory, in self defence the red

guards dispatehed & ten-man group to meet them, took the offensive and opened

fire on the white gusard contingent scettering them in all directions, leaving

e few cagualities behind, As a result the "butoher guards" were quickly stripped
of their arms end ﬂumehilizéd. The Vibvorg battle, however, ended finally in
defeats In the first real skirmish Finnish working class blood wes spilt in

the fight for freedeom of the Fimnish and Russian working people proving that
the Finnleh ruling class, though it wanted independence, again betrayed its

ovn peoples They walted and heped the dey when the Russien revolutionaries

were victorlous in erushing the Csarist forces, the Fimnish ruling clique would
at once, arms in hand, take over the reigns of povernment with sn iron hand,

S0 the result of the defeat at Viborg resulted in the sentences of 80 workers

Blotivists were leaders of various workers cormittees.

v
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Finnish Stady

"FINLANDS LATEST TROUBLES."
0. G. Villard

* % x There was also a petition for a return to the
constitutional method of emacting such (conscripbtion) laws. * * *
The local recruiting boards having declined to act further, the
general conscription commissions were empowered to select the new
men needed « another uncomstitutional esction which fanned the
growing flames of resentment,

So bitter was the feeling in Helsingfors that on the
17th of April only 56 of the city's 860 conscripts presented them-
selves in the presence of a large and ugly crowd, which protested
by word and deed, ageinst their appearance. It was not diffiecult
for the Govermnor of the province to find an excuse to let loose
without warning a squadron of Cossacks upon the indignant pecple.
These hated foreigners did not hesitate to ride down and beat men,
women, and children wherever they could overtake them. For these
veliant services they were publicly highly praised by Governor-
Generel Bobrikoff. An indignant protest to the Czar from the city
fathers has met the same fate as the petition mentioned above.

(a petition of protest with 475,000 signatures)

* % * Since the Fimns differ from the Russians in
Religion, habits, and customs of life, and speak a language of
their own, it is much as if Hindus were forced to serve in Anglo-
Saxon regiments. It is not surprising that, under these circum-
stences, the few Finns who have responded to the call have been
hoocted end jeered and regarded as cowards or traitors in more
places than one."
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THE LARD OF THE FINNS

Some nineteen hundred years ago there appeared on the south
blonde
ghore of the Gulf of Finland a'mq"—\ tribes that were strangers to that
F

™

part of Purore. A hundredififty miles or so down the coast s lived

a tall, white-thatched race which had settled on the Aland Archipelago and

neighboring eoast«line after drifting from neighboring Sweden. The men
of the naw tribee, however, (a;-‘i‘r] a different air about them, and
although at firat rtﬂncs there appeared to be nmush similarity between
them and the island men, & number of minor differences could be noted.
Thelr hair, if possible, was often even whiter than that of the Swedesj.
they were shorter and more stocky; their heads were often round rather
than long; thelir eyes were wont to have an orientel slant; and thelr
eruie copper axes, bone-tipped arrows and skin clothing gave evidence
that they had stemmed from a civilization moye primitive yet than that
of the Seandinaviansg, With their barley in skin pouches, their tall
fishing lances and their few sheep and reindeer, they moved lelsurely
along the shoreline until they reached the land that was to be thelr

home. They had endled a migration that had begun some 2500 years before

over sevaral thoussnd miles of interior Burope.
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The land that lay before them was virgin wilderness, and, save
for the fringe of Swedes on its southwest cormer, no one had ever lived
in its wvast, lake-splashed pine forests. Game-—deer, small animals, and
large browm bear---poamed through it in great numbers, a welcome discovery
to the invading hunters. ft’i-nfgi\Q path was barred by swift, turbulent rivers
and marghes in addition to the lakea. They drifted leisurely westward,
however, moving toward the interior when they came to a gettlement, for
they were'a paeiflec pecple and there nnﬂ room enough for them all,
Eventually they settled in the lake~orowded uplands, and, following their
angient custom, began to burn aisles in the forest to malke élc::zrings in

which to sow their barley.

The corner of Murope that finally bVecame the home of these

early Finns was entirely abowe the sixtieth parallel of latitude and
strebched wp beyond the Avectiec airele. It was fairly level, for the

great glaecler of the Plelistocsne age had covered it completely and ground
off the summite of all the hikls. Huéj;\!/temiml moraines, left when the
ice masses retreated, were frequent in the southemm part of the country,
their hollows water=filled. Farther north the glasier had carved out
long, finger-like depras:ﬂions. their longitudinal axes all pointing to
the northwest, and in veceding left them, too, filled with water. The
surface of the ground was strewn with granite boulders whose comers had
been ground off by tﬁa ice. The soil between ﬁhem was light and sandye=
ideal for forest growthee-but it was sadly deficient in nourishment for
plant 1life and often provided but a very thin ecovering for the hayd granite
and gneiss of the bedrock. The Finng were to find the barrenness of their
goil a constant trial to them when their increasing numbers made it

negessary te farm the fields more extensively.
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But by far the mest nobable feature of this new land was the

great proportion of its area which was sub::wrg;ec*--covmmd elther by

X
lakes or Ly bogn. In thie land, one-third greater that Ghe island of

Creat Britain, three-quatters of ites surface was "wet"., Forty thousand
lakes and innurerable peat<boge and marshes were responsible for this
condltion. Many of the lekes were miles in extent and dotted by islands,
But they were full of fish, and as soorn as the FPimng had learned to
navigate them, they provided a rich sourge of food.

Tor a land t"' t was so far north, the climate was not inclement.
‘arm breezes from the Culf stream blew across it from the southwest, so
that in most eections, even in winter, the temperature average kept
around 15 degrees fahrenhelit. One great hardship that the ea Finng
had to Tsce, however, was the great dally variation in tmmnmﬁtro. A
twenty=four hour period might see the temmperature shift from freezing to
the eighties and bs.ac};: again to the low forties. Such temperature shifts
had two effects on the titbesmene«=they weeded out the unfit, and they
gave to the survivors a superb vitality and resistantce. It has recently
been claimed that the reason the Finng are Imown as one of the most
energetic peoples on earth has been t‘rziq very climate, with ite
accompanying low=pressure barometric arsas.

But these temperature changea affected crops in a different
way. The Finng learned from the firet to dread the froast, to sing of it
in their early songs as the chdéf enemy of man, to expect it almost any
day throughout the entire ymxwe growing season. They never kmew when they
might come out of doore on a summer morning amd find their barley

withered on its gtalks, a sight that would condemmn them to another winte
a L

; O e
to hung ; brna;: mixed [to glve it bo y’\with bark. )




MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,

SUBJECT: Soclo Ethnie

SUBMITTED BY: Hardie Smith
FPINNS ! DATE: October 19,1928

Partly responsible for the frequent frosts were the great
numbers of clouds that covered the summer sky. These ¢louds were &
serious obstacle to the ripening of crops even if the frost did not
get them, and the farmers often were forced to dry the grain by the
heat of a big fire. In some sections the clouds covered the sky
almost half of the days of the year, and complicated still more
the problem of raising erops that needed all they eould get of the
weak rays of the northern sun.

Rainfall in this northern land was light, yet sufficlent for

all nesds. It varied fwem 18 to 28 inches; but because of the low rate

of evaporation and bescause it was distridbuted falrly evenly throughout

the entirs year, there was sufficient moisture for all the neads of

the land. Typically, there would bde light showers on guccessive days,

with a &ry period in March and April and a wet period in August. Occasional
hail endangered the crops.

The gountry was ice=locked in winter, both the CGulf of Bothnia and
the Culf of FTinland being frozén over. While this kept the fishing boats
in port, in the interior it wes welcomed, for them travel on the frozen
boge and lakes was easler.

This, in generél. was the nature of the new land that the Finne
had come to conquer from the wilderness. It was poor in minerals and in
soil; its northerly position made it unsuited for guccessful agriculture
on a large scalej but its forests grew lwmuriously and its meadows were
lush with fine grass. Yhen the struggle for a livelihood grew more
intense and the Finn began to covet the comforts of his southern neighbors,
thess two national assets were his main sources of wealth. For centuries,

however, hek wes untoushed by the need of material progress, and lived off
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the land much as his early ancestors had lived when they settled the

country. He grew his barley, milked his cows, speared his figh, hunted
his game, and brewed his beer, and these products served him as food.
Not until the Middle Ages d1d the impact of the outside world force a
change in his habits, nor until modern times were these sufficlently

altered so that manufactures became of vital importanece tc him.

FINLAND IN THE MIDDLE AGHS

The Middle Ages mariked the beginning of sustained eontact
by the Finns with foreign peoples. The more adventurous of the
Balt\iVﬁahemen had for years salled their boats down the North Sea
in pirate ralds on shipping and coast towns, and with the bdeginning of Swedish
sovereignty over Finland in 1154, piracy was still a "preferred
ocoupation". But trade had not yet started on any emxtensive secale.

Under Swedish domination, however, an active trade with western
Eurcpean gountries and Russis began. In this the Handeatie League
p]:ayod an important part, for it was at Vilpuri, on the head of the
Gulf of Finland, that the merchants established their gateway port to
the interior of Russia. Later, because Novgorod, the Hansa market
fartheat east in Russia, was often winter-locked or inaccessible because
of the activities of brigands, the Finnish g¢ity often anbntituto;! ag a
marketio

Another port that was used frequently by merchants on their
way to Russia was Turku. The Stockholm traders customarily stovped
here and soon it too was an outlet for Pinnish goods.

The early exports were mostly raw materials, although even at
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this time finished wood articles appeared on the involces. Furs and

fish were most importaamt. Wood products, dDutter, tar, and rawhides also
were sold to the Germans, These arve essentlally the products on which the
foreizn trade of Finland is duilt today, although as early as the
thirteenth century wood took the lead, and witk butter are the most
{mportant of today's exports, with tar and fish of minor value, and

thé export of furs almost negligible. The Finn then, as today, looked
upon the same products as his chief national assets in foreign trade,

a fact which is significant of the unchanging character of the Finnish
national economy.

Imports also show thies similarity. Rye, vegetables, wine and
salt were most important in the Middle Ages, with finished goods such as
leather laces, linens,xs® metal goods,mmi sulphur, weepons and workd of
art of secondary importance. Even today the nation must import a large
propartion of its food, and 2 lively a@r}mt for finished goods, partic-
ularly of metal productes, exists in Pinland, although manufabturing is

on the inecrease.

FINNISH AGRICULTURE

Today farming occuples more than 65 per cent of the 3,85000000

Pinns, and in past times it must have been even more important. Today

also, as in the past the Finnish farmer's attention is centered wpon
these produsts: his chsh crop, butterfat, from his herd of cows; xye for
hie bread, but rarely any for sale; barley for his own and his livestock's
consumption; oate for his ecattle, although he may have to duy some

to see his cattle through the winter; and a large ¢rdp of hay, to which he




MINNBAPOLIS ,MINN,

SUBJECT: Socio Ethnie
SUBMITTED BY: Hardie Smith
DATE: October 19, 1938

may devote half the aecreage of his fields. In his garden patch he will
grow a few vegetables, chieX¥Ty potatoes, for his own table. Some chickens,
sheep, and pige may be found; and his axes are kept shiny from the wood

that he euts on his own farm for use in the stoves.

These are the most important interests of the Finnigh farmer; but

as he is nearly self-sufficient (if his farm is biz enough to allow this)
he must labor in a number of minor tasks to take care of other needs. Im
the winter, however, he may work in the forest for éhe lumber companies
to eke out his living. Typieally his farm is small, with less than sixty
agyes under cultivation, and because of the difficult strugsle for
existence, his 1ife is an austere one, '

The farmer likes to erect his duildings on the side of a slope
overlooking one of his beloved lakes or rivers. His farm characteristically
has many buildings, There is the bath-house, which is the first duilding
put w on a naw farm and shelters the family unti} the house ean be
raised. Others are: the main bullding, with its huge fireplace; a livestock
barn; a granary or two; a hut for the minister or guest, or perhaps instead
a tooleshouse; and several hay-barna, scattered through the fields in

are apt to Im

proxinity to the meadows. All of themebuildings wikk be of logs, some with
stone foundations; but the hay barns, with sides bullt sloping inward toward
the bottom and with the chinks between them open to allow free circulation
of alyr, have only a log foundation as a rule. Sometimes the farm buildi;xg-
will be arranged in a hollow square, in which ¢ase they are apt to be more
substantial than the average farm; in some districts, such as those of the
SBavolaks, they may be growed in villages. On them will be horses and
perhaps as many as fifteen or twenty cows. In the granaries thers will

often be a fireplace without a chimney, for the fire which will be duilt so
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dry the grain. In the hay-fields will be the queerwweist~high poles with
erosg~bars on which the farmer drepes hay so it will shed water and
cure without mildewing.

The grain-fislds of the famer will be on the sides or top of
a hill, and the forest will de sleared arourd them in such a way as to
allow the prevailing winds to sweep over them freely and érive away the
frost. This lowers the yield of his crops, for the rich land is in the
bottomm; but it is the only way he can combat his worst enemy. In the spring
he will graze his eattle upon his hay-fields; he can do this for as long
as three months before he fences it off, and still be assured of a hay-
crop before the growing season is over.

The eustomary method of preparing the land, as late as the nine-
teenth gentury, was by bumebeating. A forestecovered spot would be
pigked and the trees felled won 1%. Two years leater, when the trees
had dried out, the farmer would return and burn off trees and
underbrush, thex ashes of which would make a rich fetliligzer for the soil
bensath. He then would sow erops on thie land. Years later, when the
soil began to play out, he would turn his eattle upon it and use it for‘
grazing awhile, FThen he would allow it to return to forest, until years
of rest and tﬁg-growth had made it fit again for burning.

Today, 'in addition to the principal crops of cereals, rye, ocats,
and barley, some wheat is grown. It has only been introduced recently
and is not yet an important crop. Rye, the Finnish staff of life, is
grown on 11 per cent of the land. It was introduced dy the Swedes in the
tharteenth eentury. Out of it the farm wife make s the ﬂit-bm that forms :
the staple form of dlet for farm families. Oats, the grain used for feeding

the livestock, covers 19 per cent . Barley, the grain lsast sensitive to
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frost, is relied wpon heavily in the morthern sections and covers § per
cent of the land. Wheat covers only one~half per cent. The largest
erop on the cultivated land, hay, covers 43 per cont, and consists
largely of alsike and skeome timothy.

Frults are poor in Finland and the yleld scanty, but 'b'urrien
are inlentiful. and often grow wild. Chlef among them are the ;iﬁwbarzy
and the blueberry, and Finland has sometimes been ealled "strawberry land”
beceuse of the abundance of the former fruit. Cooseberries and prelsel-
berven (2 wkii type of cranberry) also play an important part in the
farner's diet.

The livestoek interestf of the Finng have until recently
boen.coneentrated chiefly on eattle and horses. Finnish farmers have become
attached to thely own breed of eattle, béth because it cats less and
produces milk with a very high butterfat content, two tralts especially
valusble to farmers who use most of their product for making butter.
Thier local breed alse weathers the winters better than forelgn imported
cattle. Some 2,000,000 ecattle were on Finnigh famms in 1920,

Horses., to00, are noted for their endurance, f£ained fyom centuries

of efraping their food from the frogen acres of the Finnish famm.

Although they are, like other northern~bred horses, small, they iro

stocky and strong. The Pinns while under the domination of Buseia made
some money by exporting their surplus stoek, both to Russia and to
Sweden. Even after Sweden placed & high duty on the animals, Finnish
horses seemed to have a habit of wanderind across the northemm border,
there to be caught by their Finnish owners and sold to Swedes who valued
them for their strength. As race horses, too, these FPinnish ponies were

suprene. For years they won all the Swedish trotting races until the
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Swedish patriots who composed the raecing commissions introduced a
minimum helght restrietion which effectively barred all Fimnnish horses from
the tracks.

In the no¥therm part of the land the reindeer is still domesticated.
The early ¥inns had not learned to milk them, being taught this source
of food from the Lapps. Now the animal is used for milk and meat, in ¢
gontrast with the practice of the southern farmers with their caitle,
whigh are usually bred for milking only.

Butter, the cash erop of the farmers, is sent chiefly to
England, where 1t competes on equal terms with the famed Tanish product.
It constituted 10 per cent of Finland's total export, and of this tétal,
85 per cent is handled through a single produceris ecooperative, Valio,

the pride of the Pinnish cooporative movement.

¥OOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS

Finland's future geems $o lie in the wood industry. Its forest
land occupies $he highest percentage of totsl area in Burope, and is
second only to Russia in acresge. Furthermore, the forests are relatively
accesoible, kmimg the average length of Bhulage to the rivers being only
tvo and éne-half miles, from where the timber can be floated down to the

mille at the river mouths, and, after sawing, shipped directly on the

freightéra. Inereasing prices for lumber and the denletlion of for-sts in

other gountries make the picture for the Finnigh lumber industry very bright,
and Turopean observers have been known to comment with envy that its wage
scalea approach Ameriean levels. The fact that the Finnish lumbermen are
more ani more oftemn procesesing the wood in thelr own factories is another

bright augur for the future of the industry. located close to the world
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maricets for wood produets, with a people thalt is industrious and :
productive in factory labor, the manufacture of ::@Gr’ gardboand, Irlyw:\od
and wood specialties has steadlly growm and ghows further signs of
growhh,

The forests are composed largely 8f pine(norwegian pine), spruce,
and birech, Fine compores about 55 paer eant of the forest area, spruce
28 par cent, and bireh 17 par cent. Alders and ash ean also be found. Of the
wood cut, over hald is used in the coumtry iteelf for férewood, a tenth
ghipped out as timber mexkwmbsx, and & quartey proeessad in the fastories,
Birch is the wood ehiafly used in the specialties and plays an important
part in the manufacture of plywood, but pine is still the standby of the
indusatry. About fotry million cuble moters age ocut easch vear, a total four
million Below the rate of growth determined by govornment econtrol over the
forest areas to allow for renlenishment of the forests.

The interesting feature about the governmens's regulation of
the industry 1s the early date at which it started. Because of Pinland's
natural sdvantages for lumber production, there was a demand for it
even In the middle ages, and in 1600 the first lavi curtail inghkw its output
was enagtod. Under this law the annual eapacity of any am sawmill was limited

to 10,700 logs and a cutting season established, after which the saws were

ssaled %o prevent evasion. In the nineteenth ecentury, while the steam mill

began to replage wator power in other countries, in Pinland its introduetion
was prohibited until 1857, and not until 1861 414 other restrictive measures
diseppear,

Today the forests of Finland are completely protected by legislation
desisnad to maintain them at thelr present levels. More than 38 per gent
of the entire forest area is omed outright by the goverment, which fells

tinmber and sells it In direct competition with private interests. Private
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interests in the lumber and paper industries own 7.5 per cent of the
timber, almest all of 1% the best that can be found. Individual farmers
and munieipalities own the rest. It is interesting to note the extent to
which the towns ecut wood for their own use from their own forests, Sixteen
towns swnly their needs fully (in some cases having a surplus for sale),
and fourteen others supply most of thelr wood.

Among the measures taken to conserve the forests, these may be

noted., Burn-beating has b-en prohibited for more than 85 years by law. Since

191 5xfweenk companies engaged in the lumber business have been prohibited

from buying forest land. Selective eutting and ny;%mtic replanting laws

have been in foree for many years; bog lands have been reclalmed for
foreste; and the law requires the elimination of slashings from the forest
to guard against the fire danger. Government subsidies also help to support
forestry schools and other meams of education of the publie in eonservation
and forestry. Two boards, one for state forests and the other for private
forests, control entting and planting and make surveys of the timber areas.

By these measures, much ig being dons to overcome the historie
attitulde of the pessants who think that all available acres should be put
under cultivation. In the words of a state forestry official, "The forestry
poliey of the govermment must always conseientiously weigh its effects
upon the industries and the national sconomy of the country ag a whole.
For, as the clinmate and Xim geogravhical location of Finddnd prevent the
country from competing with others in the supply of grain, and as we are
likewise lacking in coal and oll fields and in worksble de ‘-ésitﬂ of ore,
our economic life is definitely linked mmxwkik to the production of our furxm
forests."

Industries using wood as a raw material employ 45,000 people,
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45 per cent of the workers employed in industry. In addition, wp to 200,000
work seasonally in the forests. The wages so &ained are estinmsted to
swoort one=fifth of the xmtiopal population when allowance is made for
dependents.

As stated, the lumber industry had its beginnings in tha—mddle

Ages. Paper was firet made in Finland in the seventesnth century, and
contilaued on a small sgale until 1860, when the nenufaciure of wood pulp
for peper tegan and enabled thg nmills to émprove theik® quality of theiy
paper. while cutting their cost of profuction. Mussis absorbed nearly
80 per cent of this paper and 20 per cent of the wood -pulp. After. the
revolution, when Russia was no longer a customer, the state of the paper
industry was eritical, ‘but now the Finns have developed markets in ¥ngland,
Fronce, Holland, Germany and other gountries. The inited States is the
largest single customer for chemicdlepulp xkwm. Practieally all of ﬁho

output of the industry is exported. Plywood and wood spectalties, two of

the minor wood industries, are active, again exporting practically all of

its product. Finnish bobbins surply half the world's market, almost one-~fifth
of which comes from the world's largest bobbin factory at Kuopio. The
industry began in 1873, inereased greatly after 1905 and has been gaining
evar gince. Plywood was fiz"st made in Finland in 1912, and has ineveassed
greatly since that time. England again im the largest customer for this
produet.

The making of tar is the only forest industry which has declined
in Pinland, Before the rise of the steanship and the commereial discovery
of goal=tar, there was & good market for tar among the ship-gchandlers, and
even now some of it is exported. One of the thrills of the ¢omntry to
travellers wes a ride down the sy turbulent rivers in ane of the tar-boats,

long, narrow shells piled high with barrels, buckling in the middle with
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every eross-current, and in perpetual denger of being swamped by the
water that rushed only a few inched below their punwales. There are yet a
fow boatmen, but the deeay of the industry and the inroads of railrvads
on the transport of tar hawe almost ended the trade of the riverboatmen,
They are used mostly to take touristes down the river,
Tar was made by "bleeding"the pines. RBach year a segment of dbark
would be stripped off the trees, leaving a narrow strip along one side %o
keep the tree alive, until the whole trunk was encrusted with pitch, Then
govered with god
the tree would be felled and burnt in a high ¥kiln, the tar eollecting in
& vat at the bottom, to be run into barrels made during the winter. Some
arsas of the forest were almost denvded by the demand for tar in the
heyday of the induastry,
The wood industries, therefore. are the most important oneg in
Finland and produce almost half of the national wealth. Furthermors sa¢
theeeducational work done by t.hé cooperatives begina to produce results, and
as the markets for wood products begin to expand, it seems likely that $hese
induatries will inerease in value end bring vrosperity in some measure to

a people who for long egenturies have been the vietims of the barrenness of

their 28id and the rigors of thelr elimate.

OTHER INDUSPRIRS

The largest textile mill in Finland bears the very un-Finnigh

name of-I"inla.ysbn. This ie because of the énderprise of a S%tl business

man named Finlayson, who, informed of the business posaibilities for a

Finnish textile industry by a fxtmmit Ru-slan friend, established the first
toxtile mill in Tampere. The peasants had long woven thelr own cloth, but
the Pinlayson mill wag the first to make cloth on & ecommercial scale. The

mill
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mill is now mangged by Finns, but they have kept the same name as a tribute
to the founder dF the third lavgest manufacturing industry in thelir
gountry, which in 1923 represented 11.1 per cent of its industrial walue.
The industry now produces 60 per cent of the fabries used in Finland and
is still eoncentrated in Tampere, "the Manchester of Finland", making use
. of the tom's abundant water power.

The export of fish is still carried on, as it was in the Middle

Ages, but has declined in importanee partly because of the collapse of the
Russian market and more because of competition by other Scandinavian
countries. No relisble figures ars available for the industry because of
the immense loeal consumption which is not recorded, but i% probably has
gained slightly in the last twenty years. if the figures on the export of

Baltie herring are a good index. With herring, sakmon, salmon trout and

perch are most porular, but there 5r§ many varieties of freshewater fish

in the lakes and other popular slat-water figh taken for loecal consumption.
Shipping is one of Finland's growing industries, although for a
long time it langukshed because of the decline of the salling vessel, As
most Fimns are skillful navigators and seamen, there is an abundance of
material for crews, and Finnigh steamships are deginning ¢o roam over the
hong=owmned
great ocesns. The longest line connects Finland with South Ameriecan ports.
Trangportation in Finlsnd has not reached the state which may
be found in ether countries. The development of trannportatipn followed
the customary linege--waterway, highway, railway--=but because of the
lightness of population, the lack of mineral wealth to spur settlement, the
difficulty of building roads because of the tnnumeradble lakes and bogs,
and the absence of manufactures in the interior, progress has been slow.

A further diseouragement to interior $ransport was the poliey of the

Russian government, which disecouraged road-building because it permitted
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too eapy an interchange of ideas among the peovle for the peace of mind

of the officials, However, in 1856 the first canal was opened and

twenty others have been a.dded#lnca. eonnseting lakes and rivers in a

fairly well-rounded waterways system. In many sections of the land, however,
water is the only summer means of transport,

The first rallroad was opened in 1870 and was a tragic event for
the Finng, so much had it cost and so many lives had it required. It ran
from Beaimgrad to Helahﬂci and 65 miles northward to Tavastehus (Hameenlinna).
Later a 1line was bullt to Hanko because it was the only port which could be
kept vpen all year Tound. Slowly since then the Finng have stretched a
network around the country. Expenditures required have been so large that
the government has had to take ovar most of the roads, and now owns 2872
nlles to the 160 miles of privately controlled ralls. Trains make but alow
gpeed in Finland due to the unevenness of the termin and the shakiness of
the bogs which must be crossed, the lack of coal whish makes wood the fuel
in most of the FPinnigh trains.

Mining also plays a part in the gountry's economy, dut minerals
are 3o seant that it is of little Lmortance. Copper produstion is 1000
tons a year of ore., and there is muech exgellent gmnite that can de
quarried, an abundange which shows everywhere in the e¢ities of Finland,
where all the expensive bulldings and publie monuments are dnilt with

granite, a practice that increases thelr cost considerably.

Tngland, Germeny, the United States, Holland, and Sweden trade with
Finland in the order mmmim of importance named. Russian trade ip beginning l
to asmme some importance as the Soviet Union reaches a more studle
foundation, but much of the earlier trade which esused it to be Finland's

most important customer mow mxkwx comes under the heading of lLatvia,
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Bethonia, or Lithuania, and so cute down the total. Pinland's thriving
trade with England comes because she needs Ameriean and Fnglish machinery,
and they in turn need her wood and dairy products. The united States
absorbs 25 per cent of hér pulp and paper exports, while England takes

most of her dalry exports.

CITIRS

The Finne are not a city-dwelling people. In 1920 the urdan

population reached only 16.1 per cent of the total, as eontrasted to

rural Norway with 29 per cent, Germany with 57 per cent, and England
with 78 per cent. Thus we find that the Finnish metropolis, Felsinki,
has only 300,000 inhabitants, slightly larger than St. Paul.

The ¥innish eities arpear surprieingly modern ip contrast to
those of Finland's Furopean neighbors. They are rectangular in sghape,
with streets wide and laid out at right angles to each dther, The buildings
are frequently new and the absence of historical forms of architecture is
noted. The fact that most of the bulldings are of wood=-85 per cente=
is responsible for this modern appearance, for every Finnish city has been
swept by fire, some of them several times, and in rebuilding streets wore
widened to help check further fires.

Only two industrial eities can be found in Finland., These are
Tampere and fxxmx Hameenlinna. The prot citles of Viipuri, Vassa, Kotka,
Porl, Pletersaari and Oulu, however, all hawe industries in them and are
secondary manufacturing centers, although commerce is their nrimery
concern. Helsinki is commercial, industrial, politiecal, and tourist.
Hanleo is tourist and commerdéal, as many people flock to ite bathing

beaches. Turku is classed the same as Helsinki.
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In the United States the Finns are known as the people most active
in the consumers' cooperative movement. This is a borrowed tendency from
the mother country, where eooperatives assume an important place in the
national pieture.
The Finnish cooperative movement of today dates from the estabe
lishment of the Pellervo society in 1899, although scattered attempts had
been made to get it started for forty years previously. Its members are largely

engaged in agrinultural occupations, and, as in other great cooperative

systams, the people of moderate means form the great majority of its

members. Now nearly half the population is assoclated, directly or

indireetly, with the cooperatives. The socleties run general merchandise
stores, dalries, restaurants, bakeries, groceriess, rural banks,
agricultural 3achinery-buying societlies, peat-moss socletien, wholesale
hsuses and export firms/ dealing in agrieultural goods.

The success af the cooperatives dates from 1918, when Pellervo
susceeded in gaingng whht heretofore had been sadiy lackinge=egooperation
between the numerouns cooperatives which had been set up in business &a a

" pesult of Pellervo's educational policy; In 1908-09 a depression had
made serious inroads on the finaneial stability of the movement, and part
of this was due to the lack of coordination among the socleties themselves.
So in 1918 five central organizations were established: "S.0.XK.", the
aocieﬁy which operates the retail cooperative stores; "Hankkija" and
"Labor", buying orgsnizations for farmers' goods; "Vallo", the butter export
society; and the Rural Bag;?:rﬁiedlt Soelety, 2 finaneing organization
primarily for farmers and rural banks. These are the major gooverative
organizations today, although there are other national groupu."Elanfo'.
a retail distrébutor with business chiefly in Helsinki, is an example of

what the future of America's cooperatives may be. It owns bakeries, drug
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sh e stores, cafes and restaurants, & department store, a delivery fleet,

& brewery and jem and sausage factories.

QONCLUS ION

The comogite pleture of Finland toddy shows it to be a country
that 21411 depends hesvily won 2 relatively unproductive agriculture for
the support of its pepulation, but with strong asigns pointing to a cash
supplement from grazing end lumbering that will raise the standard of
livingto comfortable levels Thue the foreed emigration that brought
nunbers of Finne to this country may be expected to diminish still further‘
until it 1z 2 negligidble factor.

Pinland's futura gseems %0 lie in the grazing and manufacture of
wood produsts. Both of thess occupations have been important to the

national sconomy since mediewal timee and have steadily inereased in
value to the population. They have been the chief factor in relieving the
harighips of 1life on Finland's barren soil andfrost-bitten walleys,
hardships that have dogged the people for centuries and made of them an
extremely hardy race. Indevendent in modern times only since 1917, the
gountry has managed %o preserve its finaneial and pokitical integrity, and
even gZalned profitadble markets in Buropean countries that promiss to grow
larger with the years. Besanse of the democratic armbitions of the people,
their indenendence and high level of literacy, the Finnish state stands on
a firm demaeratic foundation and is progressing rapidly. The govermment is
ralatively far advanced on what seems to be the universal tendeney of
gollectivism, dDut in Minland, peorle's organizations, the cooperatives,
perform a large part of these functions, and are closely identified with

the gnvernment, pearforming governmental functions and reeeiving government
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support. Covermment contrel blankete the country's natural resources,
insuring stability and continued national income. After a strugerle, doth aza
against foreign exploitation and naturs]l handiespe, the Finne seem to have
won the victory that they have been seeking for almost two millennia, But

the struggle has left makks on thelr character. They are as dour as Scots,

a gharacteristic that seems to accompany the hard strugzle for existence.
They alsc have an intense patriotism, whioch #o0 others has seemed glannighness,
and which manifests 1tself in their pride of country and of the imm great
artistic achlevenents it has brought forth, among which are the Kalevala,

the national epic, the works of Sibelius, tha paintings by Fianish

artists, and the architbeture of Saarinen. These achievements to a foreigner

might appear to be relatlvely few, but they are exceedingly choice, and when

1t is remembered that they are a population no greater thath that of the

S

Stabe of Minnesota, thelr achlevements hegin to assume proper importance.
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THE POPULAR LIBRARIES IN FINLAND
A. A. Granfelt, Helsingfors, Finland

The Fimnish people is one of the youngest peoples of
culture of the world. Its language was not used in writing
before the middle of the sixteenth century, and for a long
time elmost exclusively in the religious literature. Fifty

| years ago (1854) the worldly literature in Finhish language
{ was still extremely insignificent, compared with the religious
one, but since that time there has been great progress.

When we exemine the stete of the libraries in our
land we find, however, some endeavor to creete a library even
in Finnish lenguage, and that already in the beginning of the
last century (in Anjale). This endeavor remained umnoticed;
the good example hed no influence under those circumstences.

More than 40 yeers later, when there existed a little
germ of a newspaper litersture in Fimnish languege, a men of
the people, Juho Pynninen, in Wiborg, who was not school-bred
et all himself, but who, after having all by himself acquired
knowledge of writing, had got an employment in e timber house
of his place, undertook to found & popular librery and sent,
enthusiestic for the subject, meny essays to the weekly paper of
the plece. What gave him that thought? In the town existed,
it is true, from the year 1808, a circulating librery for the
Germesn and Swedish burghers who lived there, but Pynninen was
not likely to know eny of these lengueges. A little collection
of money, end the library begen its activity in the year 1846
with 222 books, of which 124 were religious ones. All the books
treat different subjects, Pynninen says with delight of his
librery. During the first year of the library's existence the
number of readers wes 4le o« o« o &

During the following two decenniums the number of
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libreries rose very slowly; every year a few were founded. In

| the years 1850-59, 50 libraeries were founded; 1860-1869 up to

165, all in the country. The idea spread from parish to parish
under the protection of the clergy and of all those who enthused

| for promulgation of knowledge. The great country end the public
| was comperatively indifferent. Yet even emong the country people

without eny school breeding there were men who, like Pynninen,

| were friends of instruction and progress. . . .«

vessssile have already mentioned what sort of literature
| was offered them. No common schools existed yet; the first

| treining institution for common-school teachers in Finlend was

| founded in the year 1863. The knowledge of reeding, though,

| was genersal, beceuse no one was edmitted to the confirmation who
did not know spelling. « « «
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"REASONS FOR EMIGRATION OF THE FINNS."
(Editorial)

"The ammouncement that one steamship line alone has
agreed to bring over fifty-five thousend Fimnish peasants to
Americe. this year calls renewal attention to the reasons for
such emigration. Last year fifteen thousand Fimms left their
own country for other lands; this year the number will be many
times greater. Finland is said to have sbout twenty-five hun-
dred inhabitents. No other region so far north is as intelli-
gently tilled; eleven-twelfths of the population are agricultur-
ists, and for their instruction in the best methods of farming the
Finnish Govermnment has supported e dozen school§. During the past
two years, however, these agriculturists have suffered from
unusual cold and widespread floods, rumming much of their rye
ocrop, the main breadstuff of the land - & disaster which, however,
would not have caused much if any emigration. The real reason
is found in the fact that last year the young Czar gave the lie
to the solemn assurances which his ancestors had renewed since
1808, when Alexander I, wrested Finland from Sweden and confirmed
the Finns in all constitubional rights and privileges which they
had before enjoyed, the only change being that of suzerainty from
Sweden to Russia, On their part the Fimms have unswervingly kept
the pledge, in return for which they enjoyed local self-government,
and the ruler of all the Russias has been safer in the streets of
Helsingfors than in those of St. Petersburge There have been al-
most countless conspirecies in Russie since 1808; there never has
been one in Finlgnd. It may be that the desire of Nicholas II. to
Russianize Finland was due to the very wvirbtue and ability of the
Fimns themselves, It is well %o know that there are no better
sailers than the Finns; they have long manned the Imperial Russian
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J! navy. In his desire to strengthen the Russian army, the Czar must
| have wished to compel his Finnish subjects to serve. The disas-
ter to Finland would have been only half as great had the Czar
stopped there., He resolved upon a complete Russianization. When
the seperate organization of the Finnish army was seen to be a
thing of the past, he ordered Russian officers to displace Firnish
in the organization of local affairs. Following this, Finnish
postage stemps and even the Finnish flag went by the board.
Nicholas II. not only refused to receive the indignant appeal
signed in a fortnight by half a million of his Finmish subjects,
but crowned his acts of oppression by laying en autocretic hend
upon the Finnish schools, by far the best schools in Russia, and,
indeed, among the best in all Europe. The Czar ordered the

Russian language to be exclusively used in those schools and
furthermore proclaimed as seditioms helf the studies which had
hitherto been pursued. The Finns, Luthern in religion, now saw
themselves also menaced by a Greek Catholic proselytizing erusade
suggesting Spenish methods, These things could have but one re-
sults Comprehending the vanity of resistance to superior force,
many decided to leave Finland. They have done so in a year when
Russia has rung with demuncietions of other oppressorsi! The only
advantage to the world seems to be in the addition to the popula-
tion of the United States and Canada of a particularly hard-working,
enterprising, well educated, and thrifty peoples Would that all :
our immigrents were equally desirable,"
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Fimnish Study

"THE ABOLITION OF FINNISH AUTONOMY"
"AN INVASION OF PARMERS"
(Bditorial)

"According to mews reports, the United States and
Cenada are to have an invasion of farmers of Finland this sum-
mers. Altogether there are said to be some 55,000 of the Finnish
peasant ready to migrate to this continent. The object of
their coming is, according to the New York Sun, to escape the
burdens imposed upon them recently by the Russian Governmenta
The people are said to be eminently worthy and excellent farmers.
South Finland is in the latitude of South Greenland, and contains
the best tilled land to be found in so northerly a region. The
Sun adds:

tIt's 2,500,000 inhabitants are a sturdy and
industrious race, oleven-twelfths of them tilling the
soil, and nearly all are Lutherans in religious faith.
Theh history during a decade ending in 1898 was remark-
able for progress and development, bub last year was
crowded with bitter disappointment and calamity. A
few figures will show the remarkeble economic advance
of the country. In 1882 the exports of Finland were
valued at only $17,000,000. By 1894 their velue had
increased to $27,000,000, and the average for two fol-
lowing years was $32,000,000. Lumber and tar were
formerly the chief articles exported, but these now in-
clude a great many horses, among the finest raised in
the Empire, and large quantities of butter, potatoes,
fish, woodpulp and paper. The Finnish Government sup-
ports thirteen schools for instruction in the best
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. Finnish Study

Abolition of Autonomy -~ Invasion of Farmers:

| ‘methods of farming, In 1890 less than 200,000 natives of the
Russian Empire were living in the United States; we are now told
‘that over a fourth as many more will come to America during the

| |present season from the small part of the Empire embraced by Fin-

y land, The reasons for this exbraordinary migration of
Finns are undoubtedly the change in their political
condition and the distressing crop failure of last year,
The Imperial manifesto of February 15 last practically
annulled the Finnish Constitution,in spite of the fact
that when Czar Alexander I, wrested the country from
Sweden in 1809 he confirmed the Fimns in the Constitu-
tional rights and privileges they had before enjoyed,
and each of his successors renewed the pledges he gave.
It was a bolt from the clear sky when the Czar, last
year, abolished Finnish autonomy by a stroke of the pen,
reduced the Diet to a position of a parish council and
made Finnish soldiers liable to serve outside their owm
country, Chagrin was added to dismay when he refused
to receive the repeal signed in a fortnight by a half
a million of his Finnish subjects. On the heels of
this calamity, came a late, cold spring and widespread
floods that ruined a large part of the Rye crop, the
main breadstuff of the country. Late last summer the
people of the towns were raising money to relieve the
distress of many thousands of peasants in the country
districts, Famine was feared in the northern part of
settled area, but the country = was spared this acube
stage of suffering. These Lutheran peasants are intelli-
gent, hard-working people, and it would be a blessing if
all emigrants from Europe were equally desirable." *
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Helsingfors, May 10, 1905,

Es R. Pope, Esqg.
Bup't. Baptist State Missions of

Hinmeapolis, Minn,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th last month,.
I beg to inform you that the immigration from Finland has been
about 10,000 people every year in the last few years of whioch
about 2/10th may use the Swedish language.

Very few people are taking the way over Sweden, the most

are going by stemmers from here to England and frem England to U.S,

Yours truly

(Bignature impossible to decipher)
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"Pinns in the United States."
(Bditorial)

Early advent of the Fimns,==

- There are between 300 - 400 thousand Finns in the

United States, Some of the earliest Immigrants and some of the
lgter were born in northern sections of Norway and of Sweden,
where there has been for a long time a considerable Fimmish
population. This explains why the first Finns to come to this
country accompanied a seottlers! group of Swodes who made domicile
in ‘what is now the State of Delaware, in the year 1627. The
second party of Fimns adventured hither in 1637 and the third, be-
twoen 1642 and 1644, All these Finns made their homes in
Deleware, Pemnsylvania, and southern New York. These Finns soon
became landed proprietors, and no less a personage than William
Penn engaged with them in real-estate dealings. He bought land
from them and has left written testimony to the cleanliness of

heir home life, their large families, and their hard-working
habits, The fact that in nearly all Fimmish families there were
from ten to twenty children was impressively noted by Wm. Penn,
They quickly*merged with their meighbors, because they made it
their husiness %o learn the English language and Apericen ways.

WHY the FINNS EMIGRATED.-- The Fimms c¢ame here because
at the close of the Thirty Years! War in Europe, Sweden ceased to
be & great European Power. . As other nations, so also the Swedes
sought to estaeblish colonies in the new Land of Promise of
Americae., This encouraged the Fimms in the same aspiration, know-
ing that the Fimms, like themselves, were hardy and thrifty =
the real material for pioneering, * * * * * Between 1830 and 1850
another tide of Fimms was drawn toward this continenmt. They were

' (* Emphasis, Lit, Dig.).
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Finnish Study

Early Advenb:

bound for Alaska. Alaska, it will be recalled, then belonged

4o Russia, which empire ceded it to the United States in 1867.

At the period above mentioned the Governor of Alaska, by appoint-
ment of the Russian Govermment, was a Fimn, Knowing the physical
fiber and the spirit of his counbrymen, he urged the Fimms to
settle in a new field of opportunity, where the climate would
favor them, being similar to that of their homeland, As fisher-
men, hun-be;s , and foresters in the Sitka district the Finnish
immigrants greatly prospered. Naturally, a number of Fimnish
ministers accompanied or followed them to Alaska. One, the late
Reve Cygnaeus, later became famous as the founder of the publiec-
school system in Finland, which, according to Fimnish authori-
tiés, is second only to that of the United States. These infor-
mants tell us that the Rev. Mr. Cygnaeus undoubtedly imbibed
many of his educational ideas in the United States, through which
he traveled extensively, % * * *

LOCATION of the FINNS.-- To a certain extent the Finns
cohere in colonies. The largest number of them is reported in
the northern part of Michigen, in Minnesota, end in North and
South Dakota, in which States they are chiefly engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits, * * % If we look for them in cities we find
the largest number, 4,000, in Chicago and 2,000 in Cleveland.
Most of our Fimmish population is located inland, and of it from
75 to 80 per cent, is engaged in agriculturee.

How the Finns Get Alonge-=- * * * % They hold the es-
teem of their fellow citizens, we are told, and they have an
alert interest in pélities. There are no persons of Fimmish
descent in Congress now, but not a few are to be encountered in

he State legislatures of Mimnesota, the Daekotas, Wyoming, and
Oregon. Judged politically, we are advised, the Finns may be

¢ (* Bmphasis - Lit. Dig.)
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Early Advent:

classified with one or another of the parties or rank as inde-

| pendents. A minority affiliates with the Socialist party. * * *

The Fimmish Bureau of information is our authority for saying

| that Americen Fimns and Fimns at home in the vast majority ub-

terly abhor the doctrines and practices of Bolshevism. * * * *
Therever there are Finns there are the so-called Temperance
Societies, and the supreme organization to which most local so-
Cicties belong is the National Temperance League. * * * Helpful

| toward its aim is the Finnish press in the United States, repre-

Your Item Noa

sented by five dailies and about twenty weekly and monthly publi=
cations, * * * *
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"THE OLD WORLD IN THE NEW"
Prof. Bugene Van Cleef
Chio State University

. " % % ¥ The Finn is thrifty and independent. Both of
| these qualities are the consequence of his life upon the farm in
! his native country where isolation and the struggle egainst the
odds of nature challenge the strongest and bravest men. He has
consequently developed & penchant for work, a tenacity of purpose
| and a skill in farm management which may well be the envy of the
peers of Americe's best farmors, His object in Americe is not resi-
dence in the industrial center, where the permsnence of home is not
' 21l too certain, but rather upon the land, where his fubure is en~-
| tirely a factor of his own direction and where he may commune with
| nature. * * * * The urge, in this enviromment, to do what he did
t at home, but under & political regime offering him freedom of
| thought and action, is too strong to resist end at the first oppor=-
| tunity he turns to the land, * * *

About 40 per cent., of the Finns are Socialist and a frac-
i tional portion of one per cent. of this group is actually radicale.
i Neither the Socialists nor raediecals dominate Finnish life, although
| the latter cause all the trouble which has brought the whole people
| in some instances into unfair ill-repute. Clearly it is not right
| to judge the majority action by the behavior of an insignificent
redical minority. It would be just as unfair to say that all
! Americans whose ancestors came over in the Mayflower are thieves

-

just because & few now and then are caught stealing.

* % * The Finns have an oriental ancestry modified by a
few hundred years®! residence in Europe. Good evidence shows that
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they migrated from central Asia, the region of the Atlas Mountains.

| ome group upon reaching the Volga River moved up that greatest of
! Russian arteries eand thence into nmorthern Finland. Another group

crossed lower Volga, proceeded across southernm Russia, skirted the
north slope of the Carpathians, thence northward to Esthonia and
across the Gulf of Finlend into the land of the present republice
The modern Finns have lost much of their orientelism, yet retain
enough to enable even the casual observer to appreciate it. Those
of northern Finland, especially, show the broad head of the
Mongolian with slant eyes, high cheek-bones end square~set jaws.
The language is unrelated to any other Furopean tongue excepbing
that of the liagyars, end then only to the extent of perhaps & dozen
words, The Fimnish mind moves slowly, cautiously and deliberatelye.
The ‘Finn listens to argument but reaches conclusions at his own
leisure. He is not to be hurried; he is phlegmatic; he is thorough.
During long residence in Europe the Finns have come successively

| under Swedish and Russian rule, end in their trade with the world
| they have felt German, English and some French influence, * * % The

Finn sings "America," the "Star-Spangled Bamner," and even "My 0ld

| Kemtucky Home" with gusto of the most ardent Americen citizen. He
| will do even better then that as witnessed by the writer. Fe not

Your Item Noe

Federal

only will sing "America" in English but will follow at once with

the Finnish translation, thus assuring e doubly good job of it. * * *
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some Norwecian and Swedish se! oY he Finr followed the
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immedlately proceeded teo the land office their claims

in the late summer of 1865 they moved on heir land. These people were

Peter Lahti,Matti Niemi sr.,Antti Rovainen and Matti Pokema with families
rved in the United States

who also ook a homestead 1 I > me

Fromklin from Red Wing. They were Antti Koivuniemi,Kustaa Frisks,Mikko Heikka,

Nils Alarick Folkki,Isak Rovanen,0lli Niemi and possibly a few others.
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the work about
there beagn to move to this beautiful region. The
Tormala,Johan Marttala,Herman
Johnson,Johan Naartajars 11i Raisanen,d avela,Benjam Holm, Hans Niemi

- T~ I ] s
and Johan Hanson (Niemi)

1ally around 1870 and later numerous Finns came from Norway and Tornio
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Finland who purchased or bought their land. To mention a few of them,they
Matti Jalkoski,Matti Kinnunen,Johan Julv Kusta Karikanta,Johan Luukinen,
Matti Maunu,Salmon Ruona,William Ruona,Johan Kuusisalo,Matti Savela,Kalle

Savela,Peter Kivijarvi,Johan Sundelin,Johan Viipola,M Reini and others.

ceasus of Franklin Finns was taken by a local correspondent of the
Uusi fotimaa M Reini in 1883. According to this census there were at the time

amilies making in gll a good deal over

seltlement has had its special difficulties. The farmker the new
is the more serious the difficulties are. Franklin,when the Finns

sidered a wilderness,even though the distance to the

The conditions nevertheless were quite
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Suomeleisten Historie ja Elamakertoja,"

Vol. 2, by Solomon Ilmonen; Published

- " 11 - ”
at Jyveskyla, Finland, 1923.
The following is a translation of the chapter, "Cokaton

: = : 2 il
Laaja Suomal Jsasvtus' [T.\ﬁ Extensive Finnish Settlement of

Cokato" | , bcvlnxing on page 146 and continuing to page 177.

Page 146,

\\ e Ol N e 1

Fifty miles west of Minneapolis there begins the  extensive Finnish agricul=-
tural region of Coketo, in Wright end Meeker Counties. To the north of the region
Northern Pacific Railroad and to the south the Socc Line. There
contigucus Finnish settlement of about thirty miles in width and about fifty
length, mainly between the above-mentioned railroads.

e region was known before exclusively bv the name of Coketo. But later,

settlement expanding and becoming more densely populated, with business

1% P

increasing and the population growing, new villages and post offices have arpeared,

according to which the region is divided into three main parts: Cokato, Frech
[?rcnch Lake and Kingston. These are, in addition, divided into places with
verious names. Between Cokato and Kingston there are Dassell and I narpalzl anﬁ] H
to the north of Frenech \1bion end ferther east Howard lakes In this
writing the common name of Cokato is used, although the matters, events and even
ertain to Frech [:rcrcﬂ] ake, Kingston or Dassell.
Pioneers of Cokato'’s Finns are: Matiss ;satthiagj &érjenaho, Elies

i . 1" 5 ; Sy 12 s g . ’ -
Feltopera, Olof Westerberg and Johan.[?oh@j'V1ﬂnnkka. They had left Vesisaari

rVadsﬁj s Norwey, for America with the particular purpose of obtaining for




o P o

FINNISE "The Extensive Finnish Settlement of Cokato." Nov. 2, 1939

themselves homesteads from the goverrment's free lands, of which they had heard
about from the Norwegians. The destination, in America, of the Norwegien
immigrants et that time Ninnesota, and to it the above-mentioned ['inns

directed their journey. In Minneapolis they heard thet about a half-hundred miles
west of the city,in the depth of a forest wilderness, there would still be home-
steads to be found. Around Midsummer d&y[:June 2@&{]}865, the Finns left to sesk
for themselves a plece for their prospective home. About ten miles to the west of
Minneapolis they were able to travel on a road, but from then on they faced trails,
more difficult to traverse, in uninhabited regions. After en arduous day's journey,
across creeks and around lakes, they arrived at the shores of a lerger lake
(probably Howard Lake). 'Brothers,' said Juheni [John ] Viinikka, 'I am not able to
walk farther; my feet are already bleeding. With Elias we will remain here, at

e. bonfire on the shore of this lake. You go ehead; perheps you will meet some
Swedish or Germen settlers. We will try, with the eid of God, to follow you
tomorrow.!'! Viinikks wes already advanced in years, 57, at which age one already

. . 4 * £ 17 1 - 5 amr
feels exhaustion after rambling a day in the woods. Karjenaho and Westerberg

continued their journey and did find in the wildermess a Swedish settler's place,

where they steyed overnight. Early the next morning the two fellow country-men,

who were left behind, Viinikke and Feltoperé, arrived there. No one from the place

had time to guide the Finns, but such advice they did receive that at the end of a one-
helf day's journey westward they find a leke, on whose northern and western shores

there are vast government lands - homesteads. With new hopes the men set out and
arrived at the shores of Cokato Lake. There they staked land, each for himself,

end returned to Minneapolis to obtein homestead rights for their land. A

homestead's ownership papers [deed] cost only $1.75. If the men had had $20.00,

they could have gotten full property rights to their land, but money was lacking,

R

end so they were to live on their land five years and cultivate it to some extent,
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after which they were granted full property rights to their land.

"The above-mentioned Finnish pioneers of Cokato did not, however, move
to their land in the summer of 1865, but remained working for wages in Minneapolis,
etc. Some money wes needed when going into the backw ods, at least so much that
one could take with him a few months' necessities of life. Both Viinikka and
Westerberg wrote to their friends in the old country, that they, like Joshua
and Caleb in olden times, had left to furrow land, and had found a land of the
kind where milk and honey flow, a land which grows wheat and other grains without
fertilizing it for meny vears. This land can be had free from the government if
only one begins to cultivete and makes his home on his land. Such letters naturally
haed their influence and they furnished enthusiasm to move to America.

"In the spring of 1866 the Cokato pioneers moved to their homesteads, each one
building a humble hut, either of logs or boards. During the seme summer there
came to Cokato a small group of immigrant farmers, who had only recently arrived
in Americe with the intention of acquiring homesteads for themselves at Cokato.
Nor were they disappointed in their hopes; during the same summer they got land
to settle from this glorified region. These fellow-countrymen were:
and Isek BranstrOom, family men; Nils Selvala and his fisncee, and Sakari Lﬁacharﬁ]
Ongamo, & single man. In the fall, however, they were harvesting so as to earn
money; ‘they spent their winter in Carven, +the men working by the day. In the
spring of 1867 Branstrom returned back to the old country; Selvéld married in
Minneapolis, Barberg and Ongamo moved, in the spring of 1867, to their

steads at Cokato, where the first thing they did was to build a joint

hut on Ongeme's land. Then they set about clearing the woods for fields. Slowly

did the Cokato Finnish colony seem to grow, for even during the following couple

of years there did not settle at the place others than Vatti [ Watthias | Piipp

end Natti [Wetthies | Mé&ttéd, from Red Wing, Johan JoZz:riJI‘"arttala, Antti [(Andrew |
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Sepponen and Karl iyrrg, from the copper island [}iohigan gopper regioﬁj » and
possibly some one else., At the end of 1869 there lived in Cokato twelve Finnish
settler families and two single men.

"The Fimnish coleony of Cokato does not begin to grow more noticeably until the
1870's, when copper island.[?&chican coprer region | people begin to pour in. Among
the miners there had spread the news about the excellent lands of Cokato, of a
region which is near the rapidly growing city of Minneapolis, the news that there
one can still get even homesteads, if chance has it, but at least one conld buy
good lands, at five dollars an acre, from the railroad company, and , what is more,
on partial peyments. MNany of these Finnish miners had come to America in the very
hope that they could become farmers, but first one had to earn some money, and such
an opportunity presented itself on the copper island.[}ichig&n copper regio@] 5
whither the Fimnish migration flowed in these times. Finns from the copper island
[?ichigan copper regioﬁ] did begin to move to the land in such numbers that between
1870 end 1875, according to an estimate,about 50 families settled to live at
Cokatos The year 1876 surpasses all previous records in the peopling of Cokato,
for at least 25 Finnish families in that year built their homes in the woods and
begen to make cleering for cultivation. When the decade of the 1870's ended,

Cokato was the most prominent Fimnish agricultural region in America.
“An enumeration of the Finns of Cokato wes compiled in 1879 by Isak Barberg, who

was able to write and who had had some schooling in the old country. This census

is the first one undertaken of Finns any place in America. It is so valuasble that

it merits, as such, a place in the history of the varying circumstences of our

people. The count includes all the Finns of Coketo at that time, hence, those who

in the 1860's and 1870's had acquired lend in Cokato and lived on it. According to

the enumeration, there were in Cokato at that time B0 Finnish settlers, viz.:

T 3, T R non y ¥ .l e "
Isak Barberg, Nels Selvala, Adam Onga: lomon Torgren, Peter Alanenoﬁa, Johan

il

e 1 e ™ i = = - - o T ,
[}an{]‘Alanenpaa, (ils Lahti, Abram Rautio, Peter Luukkonen, Karl }yrrg, Abram
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Raappana, Peter Saariniemi, Jakob Vuolle, Kalep C&leﬁj‘Vuolle, Antti [ﬁndra{]
Salomon Pudas, 011i Jaakkola, Peter Vanha, Isak Stein, Abram
Takal [ﬁerhaps Takald] s 1sak Alamsa, Henrik Alatalo, Jakob &ergnon, Abram Tryyki,
Peter Kinnaeri, Oskar Ingman, Johaﬁ[Johﬁ] Josephson, Jakob Tiiperi, Nils Urard,
Kristian Kuoppala, Johan [pohn:]Puranen, Johan.[ﬁohﬁ] H. Nurmi, Antti [}ndreﬁ]
Kurtti, Elias Ulkren, Peter ?rgnngs, Herik ?emrikm Viinikka, Matti [}Etthia{]
e, Henrik Naikko, Antti [Andrew | L&nkki, Henrik Sako, Sekari [Zachery |
Taavo, FPeter Salmela, Johan Joh@]‘vglimaa, Abram gaareanaa, Erkki [: i:] Englund,

Antti]:indreﬁj aatta, Esaias Alatalo, Jaffet lMattsen, Oskar Kolander, Viktor

Hit_ ", ey 2 i r 2 . -
Foorari, Erkki Erw c] Pajari, Abram ,Lvro, Johan [_Jo*m ] Valppu, Matti E attruas_]

Juopperi, Isak Pajala, Erik Lakso, August Tapio, Isak Christpher, Isak Rousu,
Johan.[pohn Christpher, Peter Selme, Sakari [}acnar _}1regu, Peter Westerberga M
[}ﬁtthia{] Tulkki, Henrik Simoson, 011li Sipola, Johan{ipth Tormé, Henrik Larson,
Petter Parpa, August Homer, Henrik Pekkala, Joh an_[?oh Myllykangas, Abram Konstenius,
Johan [ﬁoh@j Saukoski, Peter Rousu, Jekob Rovainen, Johan Joh@] Lahti and Elias
Ulgren. [}}wre are Elias Ulkren end HElias Ulgren - probably one and the same persoﬂa
The total population of the Finns was estimated to be 450; 400 were counted as actual
settleré end 50 as those who had no land or dwelling themselves. The Finns owned
1,500 acres of cultivated land, 4000 acres of uncleared land, 56 horses, 126 oxen,
231 cows, several reapers, three threshing machines, stec. The total wvalue of the
property was reckoned at 150,000 dollars.

"In the 1880's there came still more Finns to Cokato, and the region grows

very rapidly. In Cokato proper one could not get land any more for nothing - the
homesteads had all been taken, but at Frech Frencﬁ] Leke and at Kingston they were

till to be had. The Finnish settlement spreads in this decade to Frech_[}rengﬁj
Lake as well as to Kingston. The railroad companies and other companies carrying

on lumbering operations sold leand at quite reasonable prices, at ten dollars an secre
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in Cokato, and even at five dollars an acre in Frech [French:lLake end Kingston,
with ususlly ten years' time to pay in. The number of Finns mey be estimated
at over 1,000 in 1890,

" A new enumeration of the Finns of Cokato was made in 1900 by Oskar Snapp,
e farmer of that place and a correspondent for newspaperss. According to these
statistics, there were 634 persons at Cokato, 477 at Frech.[?renoh:pake, 234 at

Kingston, 150 at Dassell, 119 at Albion, 46 at Smithwville, 37 in the town of

Stockholm, and 27 at Corina - a total of 1,727. Our countrymen at that time owned

. 1 . 1 .
18,095 acres of lande. The biggest farmer was Jaskko Jacoﬁ] Ojanpera, possessing

300 acres of lande. Most of them had 160 acres or 80 acres, a few having only
40 acress

"If one would want to draw a picture of the earliest phases of the Finnish
settlers in Cokato, it would, in its mein characteristics, be as follows: the
greater number started with very small capital. lNeny had only money enough to be
eble to make the initial payment for the land and to buy building materials to
construct for themselves a dwelling, which had only one| living froom, sometimes even
a bedroom. Debt was avoided, for which reason they tried to get along with as
little as possibles The axe, grubhoe and shovel were the best implements in the
clearing of land. In winter the men cut cordwood, which they hauled to railroad
stations,being able there to exchange it for flour and [bthe{] foodstuffs.
Cordwood certainly was not high - one dollar a cord. Even in winter, so far as
snow 'did not hinder, new fields were cleared and the extension of tilled land was
endeavored. In the spring potatoes were planted. After that the men went to
work [ for wages | on the nearby railroads or to the brickyard in Minneapolis,
somﬂryoinf:]as far as the copper island[: Michigan copper regio@] to work in mines.
The wives with their children stayed at home, performed the necessary work in the
fields, cut the hay, even cut the grain, and gathered berries, which grew abundant-

ly in Such places where forest fires had raged befors. In other placss, the wife of
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meny a settler, besides, attended, with her children, even to the fall work, the
fether of the family remaining at wage work. When snow and winter cold interrup-

ted railroad construction and closed brickyards, the Finnish settlers returned

to their homes in Cokato. To the extent that tilled land was enlarged and products

of the soil inereased, so, too, to the same extent may the settler remein at home and

t£ill the soil.
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"The life of e settler is work and struggle, especially in the first yeers.
Patience and self-denial are needed when one builds his home intc the backwoods
and clears the wilderness for cultivetion. ¥o one is able to picture with words the
struggles and hardships of these pioneers of civilization, for their trying ex-
periences sink into oblivion from the present generation or go into the grave with
the unsung heroes. Let only a few examples be mentioned herein. A forest fire,
which threatened to destroy the whole newly-settled country, raged in the region
on the Saturday preceding Michaelmas in the year 1871. [}iohaelmas, a church
festival, is celebrated on Sept. 29. In the year 1871, however, Michaelmas was on
a Friday, whereas the author seems to place the day on'a Sunday, with Mikkelilesuvan-
taina (lauvantai means Saturday) on the preceding dayu:J The people were terror-
stricken. The haystacks and grain supplies of many a settler were burned; even the
dwellings of two Swedes. On the following morning, on Michaelmas, the denger of fire
seemed to be over; even the weather calmed, but only for a moment. A new gust of wind
wes kindling a fire and the dwellings were beset with new dangers. Everybody wes
on the move; they ren for their life; +things were carried into shelters and
attempts made to save property. In one of the Finnish dwellings (at Hoikka's) the
lady of the house was in bed, a new=born baby beside her. She was afraid she and
her child would be left to be destroyed by the flames. The men assured her she
would not be left in the lurch, but that they are trying to check the fire and put
it out. With the united forces of the settlers, using shovels, grub-hoes and water
vessels, the most dangerous blazes were extinguished and the fire put under control.
And so the hamlet was saved. Besides the dangers and ravages of fire, which in
northern Minnesota, in particular, often causes a terrible loss of lives and property,
there were, in Cokato, many other scourges. During one summer grasshoppers caused such

a devastation, that many lost all their hay and even their grain. Siclkmness, too,

wreaked havoc emong the settlers, and doctors could not be had for every need. Selvala's

wife died, three children remaining to be cared for by the father. In the burning of
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Barberg's cow stable navcttaj their little girlt's clothes caught on fire and she

died. Smallpox raged in Cokato, causing grief in homes which in other ways too had

gone through many hardshipse But in the face of all the adversities and difficulties,

adorning our féllow—countryman was the meekness like that of Paavo Saarij;rvi [:a Finnish
character pictured as living in the wildernesgj as well as the submission to the will
of God; elso the firm belief that'although one undergees hardships, the Lord does
not despise.’

"The knowledge thet they have their own home spurred the settlers end gave
them strength for newer and newer exertions. Home beceme the dearest place in the
world. The harder the work in clearing the fields, so much the more pleasant did
it feel to look after one's labors and, with hopes, continue it. Labor brought joy
and refreshed the mind. To it was bound the hope that in one's later years there
will be a secured livelihood and better conveniences. As to the preciousness of
one's own home may the following incident be mentioned: Isak Barberg, a tailor by
trade, suggested to his wife that they move to Minneapclis. There was an offer for
him at work in his own trade and a small house for 60 dollars. Economically looking
at it, it would have been advantageous to move to Mimmeapolis at that time, especially
when that little, cheap house happened to be right in the center of the city, where
the value of property in 10 years increased many-fold. But Barberg'!'s wife, a model
vife for a real settler, answered: 'I will not leave my home; I like the woods more
than the city.' And in the woods they remained, which in the passing years was
cleared into a field and left as an inheritance for the children.

"The intellectual aspiretions of the Finns of Coketo in the decades of 1860 and
1870 were limited solely to religious gatherings and ecclesiastical endeavors. As to
when the first religious gatherings were held in Cokato, there has been no positive
recerd left, but, in so far as I have spoken to old folks, I can, in that respect,

assume that the first femily devotional services were held in 1868, end thereafter,
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particularly in the fall and at other times, too. A meeting place or church was
begun to be built in 1874. A piece of land wes got as a gift from the railroad
company, and already during the seme fall the Finnish Church of Cokato was completed,
40 feet long and 24 feet wide, rectangular in shape, a very unpretentious house of
God. ‘Its historical significance lies in the fact that it was the second church
built in America by the Finns; a year earlier the Apostolic Lutheran Church of
Calumet [?ichigari}ums finished. Later, a large stone church was built in place of
this small churche. Even a cemetery was acquired by the Finns of Cokato, for them-
selves, in 1876. 1Isak Barberg first performed the duties of a minister and then
Antti [ﬁndreﬁ] Vitikkohuhta. After these may be mentioned Kaleb Epaleﬁj Vuollet,

a performer of ministerial duties for meny years; and his brother Jakob Vuollet,
widely lkmown preacher and a conductor of services, who made missionary trips among
our countrymen all over America, The Apostolic Iutheran congregation of Cokato was
also established in the 1870's, when the observance of religious services became
more regular.

"The parents tried to attend to the children's education, especially the
teaching of the mother tongue and the rudiments of Christianity. Not even a school
in English did the settlers' children of Cokato get to attend during the first years,
let alone a Finnish childrens school. Interest in reading was stimulated by
lukukinkerit [pnnual examination in reading conducted by the rural ministers (in
Finland); there is no equivalent word in Enﬁlisﬁj s> Wwhile at the same time they seem
to have been a prized heritage of the old country. The first 'kinkerit' was held
in Cokato July 4, 1878, when 41 families participated in it. J. Takkinen, a teacher,
was in charge. Yet another 'linkerit' was held in Cokato Oct. 27, 1879, when the

members of' 51 families were questioned as to their knowledge of Christianity. But after

that, even though many '‘kinkerit' were held in Cokato, they did not have the hoped for

significance, nor attendance, and, in the long run, were discontinued as incompatible
with American conditions."

(This completes narrative; biographies will follow.)
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Page 135 - Biographies in chapter entitled "Franklinin Suomalainen Maan-
viljelysasutus" [TTWG Frenklin Finnish Agricultural Community" |.
Eﬁhere the name appears in parentheses at the beginning of the
biography it is the original family name.:]
"ANTTI [ANDREW ) ANDERSON (KOIVUNIENI) was born by the Kemi River on Jan. 3,
1833+ He came from Norway to Red Wing in 1866, and from there to Franklin as a
fermer. He died in 1912, His wife, lMaria lMatleena Helppi (Friska), was born

at Kittild in 1835. She ceme to America in 1866, and died in 1914. They had

one daughter.”
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"SAKARIAS ERICKSON (TORMALA) was born at Siikajoki on Jan. 1, 1840. He
came to America the first time in 1871, remaining here for over a year. In

1873, accompanied by his femily, he came here a second time with the Swanberg

party. In 1875 he moved from Calumet;[}ichigad] to Franklin, where he bought

land. He died in 1915, His wife, Susanna Sauvolainen, was born at Hailuoto
April 15, 1841. They had six children."
Pagpe 136

"ANDREW S. ERICKSON (T{ﬂRj‘ﬁAJF}_) was born at Siikajoki in 1866. He came to
America with his parents in 1873. Completing his grade school, he began to work
as a clerk in a store, subsequently establishing his own business and becoming
o8 of the most prominent business men in the town. He visitéd Finland in the

summer of 1922."
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"KUSTAA _GbSTAVt] FRISKA (SUKKI) was born at Alkkula on April 4, 1825,
He came to Red Wing from Norway in 1866; his wife Briita succumbed to cholera
at Red Wing. Friska moved to Franklin, where he married leria M. Helppi in
1867. Some years later he acquired a homestead in a remote place on the Minnesota
and Dakote border, a region at that time uninhebited. His femily, however,
continued to 1live at Frankline Omn a trip to his land in the winter of 1874, when
an unusuelly severe snowstorm raged, he apparently lost his way and, overcome by

exhaustion, froze to death. Nothing is kmown of him since then. Children survive."

“"HANS HANSON (NIEMI) was‘born at Kemi on Way 17, 1825, He came to the
copper island [?ichigan copper regio@] in 1873« One of the earliest members of the
Hancock congregation. He went to farm, in 1878, at Westbrook, lMinnesota, where
he died Sept. 11, 1900, His wife, Kaisa Kreeta Kokkila, was born April 18, 1818;

she died Septe. 11, 1888,"

" JOHAN [pOHN:]J. HANSON (NIEMI), a son of the aforementioned[: Hans Hanso@] 3
was born at Kemi on Febe. 23, 1856« Arriving in America in 1873 he ceme to Hancock,
Michigan. In 1878 he went to farm at Westbrook, Minnesota. He has an excellent farm
and his dairying is up to date. His wife, Katariina [fCatherine | Rais8nen, was

born at Puolanka Dec. 2, 1867. They have seven children."

"MIKKO [?fCEﬁEHC]EEEKKl was born by the Tornio River on Sept. 13, 1838,

or 1846, He came to America from Vesisaari [ﬁn northern Norway - the Norwegian

neme being Vadso = "yater island":]in 1864. One of the earliest Fimns at

Franklin. He died in Brandon Sept. 2, 1892. His wife, laria [}arj] Johanna
Niemi, was born at Vesisaeri on April 18, 1848, She came to America with her

parents in 1864."

"NELS HELPPI was born at KittilZ on July 14, 1844, WNigrating to America
about 1870, he came to the copper island [}ichigan copper re;ion:]. Thence he

moved to Franklin,, where he farmed. FHe died in 1913 at his son's home in Sebeka.
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His wife, Sofia Paakko, born at Kolari, died in 1918, They had children."

1" 4 o, . Sl r
"SIMON HENDRICKSON(TAVAJARVI) was born at Pudasjérvi in 1844. He wes one

of the earliest Finns at Franklin; died in 1905, leaving no family."

.

“EEEJAhi[}robatly BENJAMIN ) HOLM was born at Haparanda Sweden:]on Jan. 1,
1834, Migrating to America from Norway in 1872, he came to the copper island
[?icligan copper reaio@] « In 1879 he came to farm at Franklin., He died in 1904,
His wife, Keisa Ruona, was born at Haparanda | Sweden | on Sept. 22, 1834, and came

to America in 1872. She died April 12, 1912, Surviving are Fermen and William."

Hammerfest [ﬁorwaij in 1867. Fe came to America in 1872, and to a farm st
Franklin about 1880, [T%ere is perhaps & confliction here, for in his father's
biography the year 1879 is mentioned as the time for settling on a farm at

- : T P 3 ‘s ", = <11 s .
rranklln.:] His wife, Naria laki, was born at Jalesjervi in 1875. They have

4]

children,

"JOEAN [JOHN ] OSKAR ISACKSON (NAARTIJARVI) wasborn at Haparande [Sweder
on March 2, 185l Arriving in Americe in 1873, he came to Cokato, Ninn. In 1878
he began to farm at Franklin. He has held positions of trust, as minister, etc.
His wife, Margereote J. Selvild, was born at Haparanda [Swedenj on July 9, 1846.

She ceme to America in 1873« They several children. Two sons, Frans [}ranﬁj

and Oskar, are farmers."

"KAARLO [ KARL | J. JOHNSON (KARSIKKO) was born at Voijakkela, Haparande [Sweden |

in 1850. He moved to Franklin, beginning to farm, in the 1880's., His wife

e = s a0 L A M " soBt (a .
Kaisa Kristiina Selvale, was born at Haparanda dweded] in 1849, She died in 1912.

There are eight children."
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RMAN JOHNSON (PUNGAN HERWMANNI) EThe name in parenthosgs is a nicknam{]
was born et Tervola Octe 9, 184¢, Migrating to America in 1872, he came to the
coprer island | Michigan copper regio@] « He began to farm at Franklin in 1877.
His wife, Kreecta Karoliina Matti, was born at Turtola in 1850. She died in 1908.

There are childrena”

"OLLI JOHNSON (NIEMI) was born in Norway on Nov. 16, 1835. Nigrating to
America in 1872, he came to Franklin, immediately acquiring a homestead and
beginning to farm. e died in 1918. His first wife, Regina Borgstrom, died in
Freanklin in 1877. His second wife, Kristiina Neunu, nee Noodi, was born at

Hemmerfest [ﬁcrwaj] in 1845, There were nine children."

"MATTI [}‘ATiﬁ;—;».as] JOENSTON (NIEMI), senior, was born at Kemi August 23, 1818,
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or 1820. He went to Vesisaari [Norway |[on maps indicated as Vedso }, in 1836,

thence migrating to America in 1864, coming to St. Peter, Minn. He moved to
Franklin as a settler in 1885. He died in 1891. His wife, Maria Korpi, was born

at Kokkola [ﬁndicated often on the maps of Finland in the Swedish-Gamla Larlebj]

on Aug. 20, 1823, They were merried in Norway. She came to America with her
husband, passing away before he did. They had three sons: Matti, Hikolai[}”ichola{]

and Kalle K&ri]."

MATTI JCHNSTON (NIENI), junior, born at Vesisaari Norway | on Nov. 27, 1846.
Served in the United States Army during the winter of 1864-1865.% He got a
homestead in Frenklin in 1865. Ie owns an extensive ferm, but at present lives in
his house in Franklin. His wife, Albertina Friska, was born at Kemi in 1850. She
migrated to America in 1866, coming to Red Wing, where her mother succumbed to

7

cholera. They were married in Franklin in 1870. There are eight children."




Page 138.

"NIKOLAI [jTICHOIAg] JOHNSTON (NIEMI) was born at Vesiseeri | Norway [ in 1854.
He came to America in 1864, Has farmed and been in business in Franklin. His
wife, Eriikea Maunu, wes born in Hemmerfest L}orwaj] o« They were married in

Franklin in 1885, and have eight children."

"CHARLES J. JOHNSTON (NIEMI) was a few weeks old when his parents left
Vesisasari Horway:]for America in 1864. Farmer and business men. His wife,

Aliina Effimia Keisua, was born in Ylitornio in 1872. Thev were married in

n
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Minmneapolis in 1900, and have children.

"ANGELIGA CHARLOTTA JOKELA (LAESTADIUS), daughter of Pastor L. L. lLaestadius,
was born in the parsonage at Karesuanto in Swedish Lapland on Nov. 28, 1842, She
married a farmer (peasant) by the name of Nikko[:*ichaeyj Jokela, who was from
Kittila, end they migrated to America about 1880, coming to farm at Franklin.

Lotta [ﬁ common shortening of Charlotte in Finnisﬁ]ﬁLaestadius was an active and
regorous character and held unreservedly to her femous father's religious point of
view, oftentimes getting an opportunity to make corrections when that viewpoint
wes interpreted incorrectly. Her only child died young, and she herself was
called to the eternal home Sept. 18, 1900.. Through her friends' efforts a tomb-
stone made of white marble has been erected on her grave. Becoming & widower,

Vikko Jokele went to Minneaepolis and thence to Wisconsin."

"ALEXANDER KALLO was born in Kittila on Mar. 16, 1840, He came,in 1881, to
farm at Franklin, where he died in 1820, Fis wife, Stiina Fedriika ?ikiﬁg, was

born in Muonio in 1842."

"KUSTAA [[GUSTAV ] KELLY (KARIKANTA)was born at Siikajoki in 1862. He came
to Franklin in 1882. Died on his farm in 1¢18. His wife, Johanna R6vanen, came to
Americe with her parents in 1864, Thev were married in 1884, There are

seven children."
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"MATTI [}%ﬁTf,ﬁfi}LIECLEEn was born at Pudasjarvi in 1830, He ceme to farm
at Franklin in 1880. On a visit to Finland in 1907, he died in his home parish.
His wife, Kreeta Véisfnen, was born at Puolanka on Feb. 22, 1823, She followed

her husband to America. At the time of this writing she is the oldest living Finn

in America. Their son Edward lives on the family estate."

"PETER KLEMETTI, who was from Hieteniemi, came to Americe in 1865. He died

in Frenklin without leaving a family."

"PETER LAHTI was born by the Tornio River, Finland, on Jan. 28. [Ehe year
is not ﬁiven{] He came from Norway to America in 1864, enlisting immediately
into the United States Army during the war for emancipation of the slaves, wherse
he served less than a year. He acquired & homestead in Franklin in 1865, being
one of the Finnish pioneers in the region. Besides farming he hunted end trapped
muskrats, by the thousands in a year. He died July 7, 1911. His wife, Johanna
Kustaave Paloveinio, was born at Hietaniemi on Oct. 5, 184¢. She followed her
hushand to America. This writer received from this old woman with s good memory
valuaeble information regarding the Finns who came from Norway in 1864. She

died Oct. 7, 1912, There are six children."
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"CHARLES LAHTI (who uses also the Anglicized name Bay, as do the other Lahti

boys born in America) was born in Vesisaari [?bruay» in 1859. He came to America
with his parents in 1864, Farmer and property owner at Franklin, but he now

lives in Minneapolis, His wife is Bertha Ylitalo."

”JOH&K’[;CEGS]IMUKIELV wes born at Utajérvi on Aug. 24, 1841, He ceme to
America in 1873, His wife, Maria Vuolle, was born at Lohtaja in 1850. They have

moved to lMenahge, Minn."
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"JOBAN [pOEN:]IARTTAEL was born in Heapavesi in 1837. He migrated from

Norway to Americe in 1865, conming to Minnesota. He lived some years at Cokato,

teking to farming at Franklin in 1875; besides that he performed ministers' duties
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and has been & preecher. He died in 1910, His wife, Maria Heikkila, who was from
along the Tornio River, ceme to America in 1872, One of the sons is a physician,

some of the daughters are teachers, etc."

"MATTI [WATTHIAS ] MARTTALA, & brother of the aforementioned [ Johan Marttala |,

came to America in 1864, but his later whereabouts are unknown."

"JOHAN [(JOEN | E. MATTSON (RAPAKKO) was born in Tervola Nay 21, 1840,
to America in 1873, and settled down to farming at Franklin about 1880,
July 16, 1912, His wife, Kreeta Mathilda, was born in Tervole Dec. 3, 1848.

She died May 14, 1912. There are several children."

"MATTI [EleKIAS A. MAUNU, & Norway Finn, was born in 1846. He came to
America either in 1865 or in 1866, and to Frenklin in 1879, where he died a few
years later. His wife, Stiina Kaisa NMoodi, was born in Hammerfest [}bruay on

Jan. 11, 1845."

"MATTI [}ATfNIASJE;ICELISUE (JALOKOSKI) was born in Ii on Junme 14, 1841,
Leaving Norway for America in 1872, he ceme to the coprer island [?iciigan copper
reyio@] + In 1880 he came to farm at Franklin. Fis first wife, Anna Kaisa, was
born in Tervola in 1844. She died in Hanocock, Miche., in 1878. His second wife,
Elisapet [ﬁlizabeth:]?ucna, was born in Haparanda [}weden in 1858. Thev were

married on the copper island in 1879. Their son Arthur is farming."

"NILS ALARICK OLSON (FOLK) was born in Simo either in 1836 or in 1837. Leaving
Norway for America in 1866, he came to Cokato, and thence to a farm at Franklin in
- . A s oy & 1 & = 1t " ~T 8
1870. He died April 7, 1906. His wife, Maria Kusteava Jarvi, born at Nikkole,

Haaparanda, in 1845, came to Americe in 1868. There are several children."




'Iaae 140,

"NATTI.[}ﬁJTPIﬂg] POKEVA was born in Kemi in 1822, He ceme in 1865, from
Vesisaari | Norway { to America, to St. Peter [}ﬁnﬁcsota:], and in the same year to
a homestead at Franklin. He died in 1892. His first wife, Eva Kaisa, who was
from Alatornio, died in 1871. Fis second wife, Kaisa Mathilda, was born by the

Tornio River on Oct. 29, 1848, There are children."

" JOHAN [JQE}I'I] ABRAM POKEVA, a son of the former [“fatti Pokema | , was born in
Norwey May 15, 1850, Came to America in 1865. He died on his farm in Franklin
in 1619. His wife, Maria Eriika Kyrd, was born in Hammerfest [ Worway | in 1852,
She came to America with her perents in 1872, They were married in Cokato in 1882.

There are seven children."

"ANTTI jﬁﬂﬁiﬂ{]_ROVAIHLN was born in Mataremki in 1835. He came from Norway
to America in the first Finnish immigrent group in 1864. Died as a farmer in
- s . o v . - 1 - - T . . ra » " -
Frapklin in 1877. His wife, laria Matleena Helppi, was born in Kittila in 1836.

Followed her husbend to America. She died June 3, 1914. There are children."

"ISAK [:ISA;;C] ROVAINEN wes born in Matarenki on Mar., 7, 1868. He moved
from the copper island,[?ichigan copper regio@] to farm and to perform ministerial
duties at Franklin in 1886. Died Jan. 7, 1915. His first wife, Hilde Lahti, was
born in Vesisaeri [Norway ] in 1867. She died in Franklin in 1897. His second

wife, Emma Johnson, a teacher, was born in Franklin in 1870. Ten children."

"PETER RUONA was born in Haparanda [Swedeﬁj in 1813. On becoming a widower,
—

he came in 1876, as a men well advanced in years, to stay with his sons in America,

dying in Frenklin in 1893."




"SALOMON ULRICK RUONA, a pioneer of the femily to Americe, was born in
Haperanda [ﬁ;wodcn:] on July 16, 1850, Arriving in America in 1871, he ceme to
the copper islend D»’w‘ chigan copper region] s and thence to farm at Franklin in
the 1880's. Died in Minneapolis in 1812. His wife, Amna Karoliina Lystila, is

from Tornio. She ceme to Americea in 1873, and married at Calumet during the

f "
seme veer, Several children.

"WILLIAM RUONA was born in Haparanda Swedeﬁ] in 1858. Leaving for America
in 1875, he ceme to the copper islend [}ichjran copper rsgiod] s and thence to
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farm at Franklin. Uis wife, Kustaava Kemile,is & native of Liminka."

"JOHAN [ JOEN | RUONA was born in 1841, the cldest of the [Ruona | brothers, but
the last one to come to America, in 1879, He died as a bachelor at Franklin

Jan. 10, 1916."
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JOHAN [po 1:]n£ﬁ8hh~l was born at Puolanka Jan. 21, 183%. Arrived in America
in 1873, coming to the copper island[:fiohigan copper region:} He was a farmer
for a little while at Franklin, whence he moved to become a settler)at Sebeks,
1"

died in 1908. His wife, Marie Stiina Ma Laralnﬁn, was born

1845, There are several children, who live in Sebeke."

Page 141.

n 1"
OLLI RAISANEN, a brother of the aformentioned [: ohan Rﬁiséned] » arrived

in Americe about 1870. He took a homestead at Franklin, which he relinquished
to others, moving west."

“JOIAE]:T w{] SALO (KUUSISALO) , a native of Paavola, and his wife,
leria Kreeta Kurre, from Tornio River, were Franklink earlier farmers, but

heve moved to Minneapolis."
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WIOHAN [ﬁuiu SAVELA was born at Pudasjérvi No. 15, 1836. Arriving in

America in 1871, he came to the copper island[:’ichigan copper reglo@]

to farm at Franklin, where he bought Raisanen's homestead, from which he cleared

thence

a valueble farm, and built a stately farm house, He was a warm friend and
Opisto [ﬁuomi College - located at Hancock, Tich{] « lle died
Nov. 14, 1913. His wife, Elsa Oikarin

L1

supporter of Suomi

en, born at Pudas] jarvi Octe 9, 1839, came
to America with her children in 1873. She died June 9, 1916. They had ten
children.”

"JOHAN [ JOHN | J. SA

who was born

VELA, the oldest son of the above mentioned [pydAL “%VLLA] ’

Finland, was a year old when he came to America with his mother
Farmer and businessmn, he lives at present in

Lake Norden, South Dekote. His
wife is laria Salomonson (Korpi).

They have children,"

BOUETNRY
LN

S. SAVELA, Johen Savela's younger son, born in Americe, lives on
the femily estate. He has

s e : "
has a family.

"KALLE [ CHARLES | SAVELA (OIKARINEN) was born at Pudasjérvi Sept. 26, 1836.
He came to farm at Franklin in 1880. IHis first wife died in Finlend. His second
wife, lMargareeta Koskela, born at Puolanks in 1843, died in 191

Several children.

i e St 2 ol T
TONELAKE (KI ”IJ‘LEi) was beorn at Kittila July 1, 1843. He came
to Franklin in the 1880's. @His wife, Elsa Sofia,

s «n i
was born at Kittila
Children."

in " 185%.

PR A ~ - kAt sal & -y A s
" JOHAN E?“*HJ Sundelin was born at Kittila in 1842, Arriving in America
in the 1870's, he came to the

copper island [j ichigan copper region | ;

His wife,

to farm at Frenklin in 1880,

Briite Maria, was born at Kit
Children."

"ISAK THOMPSON was born at Muonio in 1854. Arriving in Ameriea from Norwey
in 18744 he came to the copper island E

ichigan copper regioﬂ:} and thence
to farm at Franklin.

His wife is Norwegien."




" JOBAN ,fﬂf] THOMPSON wes born at Muonio in 1855. He came to Americe

in 1876."

"JOEAT"[}KLI{]'JLLPLC (VIIPPOLA) was born at Ylitornio on Feb. 15, 1844,
Arriving in Amerioca in 1871, he ceme to the copper island [}ichigan copper regioﬁ] .
In 1880 he came to farm at Franklin. Died in 1911. His wife, Kaise Fredrika
Friska, was born at Kemi Mar, 25, 1845. She came to Americe in 1871. Died in

1910. They had ten children."
Page 142,

" JOHAN [J OHI ‘:l FETER WEPPLO (VIIPFOLA son of the above mentioned | Johan
neppld] » was born at Ylitornio D 68. He came to America in 1871,
Heas been a miner on the copper island [}ichigan copper region:]and in the Black Hills
[ﬁouth Dako@ﬂ « He bought a farm at Franklin, which he has developed into fine
shape. Has been in communal positions of trust. His wife, Josefiina Huusko, is

from Veteli."

"Early Finns, although coming in the 1880's are: Johen Johﬂ] Hjolberg, of
kemi, and his wife, Sanna Erika; Abream Keskitalo, of Tyrnév&, and his wife, Kaisaj;
Nels Niske and his wife, Josefiina Pokema; Isak Patron, of Hietaniemi, who moved
to the Dekotas; Isak W, Sekari, of Karunki, who moved to Cokato: Isak Selvéla,
of Alatornio, and his wife, Miina Siikeinen, who moved to the Dakotas; Johani}loh@)

Vitikkohuhte, of Torniojoki, who went west. There are no traces left of a Finn

named Pousta, who came to America from_Vesisaari_[jxnwm¢r in 1864."

[:Copcer island in Finnish is Kuparisaari - it being used as a proper name

among the Finnsi]
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o

The following is a translatiom of the chapter, "Minmesotan

Valtio" (?Stﬁtc of ?ineesctaﬁj » beginning on page 130 and

continuing to page 132.

"The state of Winnesota is located at the northern part of the Mississippi
valley. On its northern border is Canmda; on the east is Lake Superior and the
state of Wisconsing on the south is lowa; and on the west are Vorth and South
Dakots. 1Its area is 583.30 square miles, so Ninnesota is one of the largest states
of the United States.
section where there are low hills and mounteinous cgountry. The soil is black or
sreyish elay which contains a great deal of organic and m matter, making it
especially suitable for vegetable plents, MNany graines may be grown year after
year, giving bountiful hervests, especially wheat and corn. The soil in northern
Minnesota is not as fruitful as in the gantral and sgouthern parts, for it is more
sandy, but is just as good for pgrains, where oats, barley and elover-hay grow
successfully as do alse many kinds of root plents.

"Minnesota climate is a reminder of Finlend's excellent end healthy elimate.

1t is a dry continental elimate, with less change than in southern and eastern
statess The sumers are warmer than those in Finland, but are not especially hot
for refreshing rains purify the air and remove the heat.  In the winter one does
experience brisk cold and admires the heautiful moomligkt and fleming auroral, but

the snow is of no great amount. The low death rate proves the healthfulness of the

region,.




"FINNISH

"State of Minnesota"

n

"Hinnesota is, in the fullest meaning, the land of thousends of lakes. It is

known that in the state are found near ten-~thousand lakes. In that respect it is
remindful of Finlend., the land of a thousand lakes. Especially in the northern

the state, whers Finns are living, are bounding with lakes.

o2

sections o

"The main industry of the state is sgrisulture and following are eattle-raising
and deirying. Vheat growing is general and Fimnesota is ome of the largest wheat
producing states. lMaige or corn is raised gquite pgenerally, even as far north as
Yew York Wills and Menshpa. Oets, barley, rye, flax and vegetables are also grown
generally. In the northern part potatoe growing has become quite generel and is
eoncidered & large industry, for carloads of potatoes are shipped to Chieago, ete.

The metal industry ranks next to agriculture as the state's importamt industry, for

in northern Minnesote are located riech iron ore ranges. A hundred-thousend get a
livelihood from mines and thriving towns have rapidly grown near lsrge mines: Virginia,
Hibbing, Eveleth, Ely, Chisholm;, Crosby and many others. The docks of Duluth and

Two Earbors are sctive in the sumer when iren-ore is sent to the large smelting

works of Ohio, Pennsylvania end Indiana.--- Lumbering is done on a larpge scale.
Thousands of men usuel ly spend winter doing logging work while in the summer they

work in the numerous sawmills,

"The most important cities in the state are: Mimneapolis, where, evenly speaking,
there are 400,000 people; Saint Faul, where there is a forth of a million pecple;
Duluth, where theres 1s a hundred thousand people and ete. The population of the
iron range towns run from five thousand to fifteen=thousind.

"Less than & hundred-thousend Finns live in Winnesota. If we run en imepinary

through Minneapolis, from the esst to the west we will get the horder line of

ish population of Minnesotas To the north of this line we will find all
settlements except Franklin in Renville Countye. A large number of Finns

Saint louis County, the eounty seat being Duluth; in whish county is located

&

the oldest and largest iron ore nines. The number of Fimms there is estimated to be
over thirty=thousand. Extensive end populous is also the New York Mills apricultural

region, Cokato end Winneapolis, ete. " [:nd of Charter]
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laisten Historia ja Elamakertoja", Vol. 2,

by Solomon Ilmonen; Published at
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Jyvaskyla, Finland, 1923,
Biographies in chapter entitled "Cokaton Laaja Suomalaisasutus"
[TThe Extensive Finnish Settlement of Cokato" | .
[}ﬂnere the name appears in parentheses at the beginning of the
biography it is the original femily neme. |

Page 156.

"ABRAM ABRAVMSON (HAARA)was born at Karunki in 1841. The year he came to
America is not known. He settled at Cokato in 1876. He is dead. His wife,

Eva Maria, was a native of Karunki.

"SALOMON ABRAMSON (HAARA), a brother of the aforementioned [}kwar.Abramso@] 2

was born at Karunki Dec. 18, 1840. Arrived in America in 1871, coming to the
copper island.[:'icLigan copper reﬁio@:]. He came to Cokato in 188l. Died in
1886. His wife, Eva Liisanantti, was born at Hietaniem

Children."

Mro

JDAEI:ISAAQJEAQ BRAMSON (ALA;;T:EK), was born at Hietaniemi on Nov.
27, 1846, From Norway he came to America in 1870, to the copper island [jichigan
copper rerioﬁj. He came to Cokato in 1878 to farm the land he had purchased.
Died in 1915. FHis wife, Maria Kaisa Hietala, was born at Kemijﬁrvi on F

1847, She cems to America in 1870. They were wed in Calumet ]ichigaﬁ] .

She died in 1897. Eleven children."




-

FINNISH

" PETER ABRANSON

Norway

He came to make his home at Cokato in 1873.

was born in Norway

" JAKOB ABRAMSON

in 1876. His wife, Maria

America with her father, J. Kurren,in 1869.

" KATIAS [ MATTHIAS ] ABRAM

After growing

PR )\ a "
rbn maps indicated as Vadso] P

Finnish pioneers,; he took up & homestead in 1865.

wife,Kreeta Johanna I

married in Cokato in 1881.

(ALANT

he ceme to America in 1869,

in 1848,

(KUORILEHTO) was born at

to manhood he moved to Alatornio and from

iyllykanges, was

2e

Biogrephies - "The Extensive Finnish Settlement of Cokauo

1"y
UHPAA) was born at Hietaniemi July 24, 1841. TFrom

to the copper island [}Viohigan copper region:L

Died in 1919 His wife, Johanna Nikku,

Several children.

Karunki in 1846. He died in Cokato

Kreeta Kurre, was-born at Torniojoki in 184l1. She came to
]

Later she was married to J. Salo.

U (K (ARJ NAHO) was born at Pulkkila Dec. 2y LEBhe

there to Vesisaari Porwai]

from there coming to America in 1865. One of Cokato's

.

He died there July 8, 1913. His

born at Karunki Nov. 30, 1853. They were

Six children.

" ISAK [ﬁSAAQ].AIATAA, was born at Karunki Nov. 21, 1839. He ceame to America,

to the copper island | Michigan copper reglo@]

in 1874.
self a splendid farm. A

activities.

Sept. 19, 1854.

' JOHAN ["JOHN ]

born at Karunki in 1822.

Li

HENRIK ALAMAA , the

Kearunki in 1851.

rsgionm-], and from there

Eva Johanna Kattilasaari, -

He died August 1, 1921. His

They were married at Calumet [}ichie

ALAMAA,

Came to America in

in 1870, and from there to Cokato

Later he moved to the new site of French Lake where he cleared for him-

self-established religious believer and a devotee of church

wife Amanda Tieva, was born at Kaavuo

Nine children.

<

en | in 1873,

oldest brother of the aforementioned EIsak Alama§]~was

As a widower he came to America in 1870. Died in 1883.

son of the aforementionedlz Johan Alamagj'was born at

1870, to the copper island [}ichiﬁan copper

to Cokato, to farm in 1877. Died in 1887. His wife,

we.s born at Luruole Nove 1856.

éc’ a.K

$L95 They married in 1877.




Biographies - "The Extensive Finnish Settlement of Cokato"

"HENRIK ALAVAA (SALCMONINFOIKA), was born at Karunki Dec. 18, 1840. From
Norwey he came to Americe with his femily in 1870, to Hancock, Mich. Fe went to the
farm settlement at Cokato in 1881, Died Sept 12, 1886. His wife, Eva Maria
Lassinantti , was born July 4, 1844, They have children who use the neme of

Hendrickson.

"HENRIK ALATALO, was born at Sodankyla Sept. 28, 1820. From Norwaey he ceme to
Americea 1873, to the copper island [?inhigan copper reﬂioﬁj ;s died in Cokato in
1883. FHis wife, Kalisa, was born in Sodankylﬁ in 1812. ©She accompanied her husband

to Americe., Died Mar. 9, 1894,

"ESAIAS ALATALO (HENDRICKSON) a son of the aforementioned [Henrik Alatalo | was

Z

< - 1 . ~ A . - - . ] - .
born at Sodankyla in 1864. Ceme to America in 1873, to the copper 1slanc‘:‘1ch1gan

copper regio@] » Died at his farm at Cokato in 188 His wife, Sofia Laakso, was
born in Hammerfest [}orwaj] in 1858. They were married at Cokato in 1875. She

died Oet. 12, 1888, A son, Carl.

HENDRICKSON), brother of the aforementioned [Asaias Llatald]
) 1 -~ .| : ) » r
was born at Sodankyla Apr. 10, 1848. He came to America in 1873. He beceme a fermer
o = = 17 A s e ST - -
at French Lake. His wife, Kustaave Koivunen, from Vesisaeri [Yaaso, LO?W&IJ =

accompanied her husbend to America. She died in 1900. Several children.

AT

"ISAK TTI (LAULAJA), was born at Materenki in 1844, He came to Americs in
= . s - T =1 T2 . . o 11
One of the earliest Finns at French Lake. His wife,Maria Branstrom, was

from Tornionjoki.

"A), was born at Matarenki Var. 15, 1853. He was a tailor by
trade. Ie came to fmerica in 1866, to Red Wing, Minn. He becarme a settler at Cokato
in 1867. He was tl 3 1inister,editor, newspaper correspondent, compiler of
statistics, etc. Died Aug. 7, 1883. His wife, Eva lMaria Rovenen, was born at lata-

renki VMar. 2, 1833. ©She came with her husbend to America. Died May 21, 1895, Son and

daughter, of which the son, Advid [}robably Arvid:}tends the femily estate.
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FINNISH Biogrephieg--«"The Extensive Fimnish Settlement of Cokato"

" JOHAN EIOIHW]CERISTOPHER (WIKUKKO) was bornm at Turtolae in 1808, Migreting

from Norway to America on a sailing vessel, in 1867, he came to the copper
island [Michigan copper region] s and from there to Cokato, in 1871, where he

purchased lande Died Jane 3, 1890, Several childrens"

"ISAK [ISAAC] CHRISTOPHER, & son of the above mentioned [Johen Christopher],
was born at Turtole in 1840, Arriving in Americe in 1867, he came to the
copper isla.ndﬁdichigan copper regian » and thence to Cokato in 1871, Besides
farming, he did blacksmith work end watch repeiringe Died in 1903, His wife,
Stiine Keisa, & native of Kaavuono|Norway], came to America in 1871, She

died in 1920e Ten childrens”

" JOHAN [JOHN] CHRISTOPHER, & brother of the above mentioned Eﬁsak Christow
pher], was born at Turtola Septe 14, either in 1844 or in 1845, He ceme o
America in 1867, to the copper isla.nd[mchiga.n copper region]. Died as a
farmer in Cokato July 15, 1914, His wife, Eriita Mathilda Aula, wes borm at
Vesisaariﬁ\!orway]on April 16, 1844, She came to America with her husband,

Died Septe 15, 1914, Twelve children,"

"OSKAR COLANDER, a native of Tormionjoki, came to America, to the copper
island@&ichigan copper regionJ s in 1871, and to Cokato in 1876¢ Died about
1890, His wife, Anna Kreeta Salkko, & native of Kaavuono[NorwayJ, came to

America with hime Died in 1915, Five childrene”

"ESAIAS ELIASSON (KOSTAMO) was born et Kemijarvi in 1845, He ceme to Amew
rica either in 18'?(‘) or in 1871, and to Cokato, to farm, in 18764 Died on July
10, 1903¢ His wife, Kreeta Johamma Barberg, was born at Mabarenki [SwedenJSept. 6,

1859 She came to America with her parents in 1866, Married in 18784 Thirteen

childrens"
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FINNISH Biographies~---"The Extensive Finnish Settlement of Cokato”

" JOHAN [JOHN|ESKOLA wes born st Siikajoki June 22, 1841, He ceme to Americs
in 1873, and in 1881 moved from Michigen to farm at Coketo, where he purchased
land, Died Febe 7, 1917, His wife, Eve Kreete Kyro, was born at Hammerfest
[orway]in 1860s She ceme to Americe with her parents in 1872, Married in Allouvez,

Miche, in 1877e Died about 1900 Five childrens"

"ULRICK V. FOORERI was born at Haparands [éweden]- Dece 26, either in 1842
or in 1843, He came to America with his femily in 1873, and to farm at Cokato
in 1874, His wife, Eve Kaisa Brushain, was born at Hapara.nda[Sweden_]Dec'. 15, 1845,

She died at French Lake Nove 13, 1893 Nine childrens"

"iLIAS FOORARI, & son of the sbove mentioned [Ulrick Ve F88rfiri], was born

at Haparanda [SwedenJSept. 20, 18684 He came to America in 18734 A farmer at

French Lake, His wife, Anna Liisa Unger, is from Kestild,"

“AIITTIELN‘DREWJHAAPM was born at Sotkamo Jane 1, 1847 Arriving in America
in 1873, he came to the copper island E]Aichigan copper region], and thence to
farm at Cokato in 1883, His first wife, Elisapet Holappa, died in 1884, His
second wife, Josefiina Bungt, a native of Karunki, died in 15034 His third

wife, Bnma HytOnen, is from Searijarvie Nineteen children in all,"

"MATTT [MATTHIAS|HAAPALA, & brother of the above mentioned [Antti Haapslsa],
was born at Sotkemo in 1857 Arriving in America in 1873, he came to the copper
islend @ichigan copper regioxﬂ » and thence to Cokato, in 1883, where he owns a
good farme His first wife, Anna Riekki, a native of Kuusamo, ‘died on the copper
islend {Michigan copper reg;ior_x]in 1876 His second wife, Kristiina Alapeteri,

wes born at Kuolajérvi in 1862, Died in 19064 Childrene"

" JOHAN EJOED\TJHAATAJA was born at Kuusamo in 1837, Came to America in 187le
He died as a farmer at French Lake in 1902, His wife, Maria Sofia MHHttH, was

from Kuusamoe Died about 19004 Children,"




Se

FINNISH Biogrephies--~"The Extensive Finnish Settlement of Cokato"

"KUSTAA [GUSTAVUSJ HAATAJA, a son of the above mentioned ETohan Haate.jq.] »
was born at Kuusamo in 1867 He came to America with his parentse At present he

is a farmer at Kingston, His wife, Sofie TOrm&, was born in Norway in 1874,"

"NILS AUGUST HANNU was born in the parish of Tornio Sept. 1, 1849, He ceme
to Amerieca in 1873, and to farm at Cokato, on land he purchased, in 1879, Hes
an excellent dairy farme His first wife, Hilda Saarenpf#, was born at Karunki
March 5, 186le Died in 1888 His second wife, Mariana Kallioinen, was born at

Veteli in 1857, Married in 1890e Seven childrens"

"TUOMAS [THOMAS]HEMMT was borm at Rembtila in 1847, Came to America in 1876
Heving no money, he walked from Philadelphia to Chicago and Minmeapolis, earning
his food on the waye A fermer in Kingstone His wife, Maria Anttila, was born at

Limanke in 1847, Died March 4, 1889,"

"AARON HENDRICKSON(MARTTA Jwes born at Kuusemo in 1845, Arriving in America
in 1872, he came to the copper island[Michiga.n copper region] » and thence to famm

at Cokato in 18764 Died at French Lake in 1916, His wife, Kreete Karsikkojlrvi,

was born at Heaparanda [Sweden_]April 23, 1857, Married in Coketo in 1878, Childrene"

Rial

"yarTT [MaTTEIAS] EENDRICKSON (MEATTE), the oldest and the first of the Maatta
brothers to come to America, was born at Kuusemo Feb, 16, 1839, He ceme {:o America
from Norwey in 1864+ From Red Wing, Mirm., he moved to Cokato, buying & homestead
from Matti Piippoe His wife, Amna Liisa Tiiperi, was born at Alkkula [SwedenJJune
24, 1834, Arriving in Americe with her first husbend[Matti Tiiperi---mentioned
in Red Wing biographieegin 1864, she ceme to Red Wing, Minn,, where he succumbed
to cholera in the seme yeare She was married to MHHGLH El.e.,_Hendricksoxﬂin 1868,

Died Jane 4, 1919, Childrene"

"ADAM HENDRICKSON (KURITI) was born at Kemi Septe 9, 1859, Coming to America

in 1870, he became & settldr at Cokato, Later he moved to Kingston, where he died
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FINNISH Biographies~~-"The Extensive Finnish Settlement of Cokato"

Septe 5, 1915 His first wife, Kaise Dehl, a Norway Fimm, died in Kingstone

His second wife, Maria Ukura, was born in Oulu1§n maps of Finlend usually indie

cated in the Swedish—--UleaborgJ. One child from each marriage,"
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FINNISH Biogmemm"m Extensive Fimnish Settlemert of Colato"

wawers {ANDREN] HENDRICKSON (KURPFI) 45 registered in the courby records as
e sebtler in Colmbo in 1876, Eis wife, laria Kustaave, died in 1901,"

muarez funrrnnadfuemmrzoxson (cilek) was born at Padasgired in 1050, With
his femily he ceme from Norway to Americe, to the copper 131md&i.ob igen copper
region], in 1878, and to Coksto in 1888, Died in Kingsbon in 1808, His wife,
Bve Karoliima Luoma, was born at Xuusamo Sepbs 1, 1844, Several children,"

*1sax[T8AAC] HOMER (PAJALA) was born o Pajals[Bwedenjin 1839, Ho ceme b0
smerica, to the copper islend[Mtehigen copper reglon], either in 1870 or in
1678, and thenos to farm at Colnbo, Died in French Leke Septe 20, 1914 His
wife, Liisa Kreeta Nystrom, & Norwey Fimn, was born in 1843, She died on
June 10, 1898, Children,” |

"KUSTAA [GUSTAVUS| EUHZA was born sb Vesimnﬁqomy]m tesroh zé, 1851,

He ceme %o America in 1872, Died in Colsto May 26, 18581, Mis wife, Ama Kalsa
Junbti, laber married & man named Mikkonens they live in New York Mills,"

¥JAKOB HURULA end his wife, Marie Kumpule, born in Kemijérvi, have moved

awaye”

® JOEAN [JOHN|PETER IIVARI was born st Korpilompolo, Swedem, Febe 17, 1848,
Ho came to Amsrice with his femily in 1878, end to famn ob Cokubo inm 1976 Died
in 1916, His wife, Briita Kreeta Rove, was born ab Karwnld Auge 20, 1848,
Childrens”

PETER ANDREAS IIVERI (BROSNESS) wes born at keavuono[Norwsy JJsue 12, 1861
He ceme to America, to the copper isle.ndﬁliohigm copper rogim}. in 1869, end
thence to Colmto in 18744 His wife, Maria Colender, was borz at Tornionjoki in
1849, She came to Americe with her husband in 1869, Children,”
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FINNISH ' _Biographiese-~"The Extensive Fimmish Sebtlement of Colmto"

"OLLI JAAKEOLA was born st Femijlrvi on Ocbe S1, 1847 or 1862, He came to

Americs, bo the copper island [Michigan copper region], im 1870, and thence o
Coketo, where he bought land, in 1676, Died Sept, 16, 1602, His wife, Maris
Johamna Friski, was bora ab Nsparands [sweden g, 28, 1852, end cane to Anerica
in 1878, She married sgain; & nam by the nsme of Msbbila, who died in 1914,
lirvee Jaslkola was exceptionally energetic, and developed an excellent dairy
farme Four children,”

"HERIAN JACOBSON, born in 1842, ocame to Cokato in 1076, His wife, Kroeta
Ibviiu. was born in 1838y A daughber was born to them at Cokabto in 1877 The
parents are dead,"

"MAT?TMATTHIAS] JACOBSON, & Norwsy Finn, ceme o Americe frem Vesisaari
[Worway ]in 1872, and o Cokabo in 1886, His wife's first name was Elisapebs
Both died in Cokmboe"

"CARL KUSTAA JOHNSON (PYRRD) was born et Alatoraio[Sweden in 1847 He
came to America, to the copper island Eﬁichigaa copper region], either in
1668 or in 1568, and, in 1872, to Cokato, where he died later, His first
wife, Sofia Xaroliina Hyypill, was born in 1844, They were married in Calumet
[Mehigan]in 1871, She is deads His second wife, Kaisa Salmela, was from
Rovaniemi, One sone”

" JOHAK [JOMN | JOSEPHSON (JUNTTI) was born ab Halluobo Febe 10, 1861, Ho
came to America in 1871, and to farm at Colabo in 1877, whence he moved %o
French Lake in 1884, Haes held communal positions of truste His wife, Mathilda
Kunnari, was borm ot Vesisaari [Norway]in 1859, They wers married in Coksto
in 1877, Twelve childrene”
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“PETER JUNTTILA was born at Kemijirvi April 20, 1846, He came to America,
to the copper ialmdﬁliéhignn copper rogion], in 1872, and to Colmbo in 1884,
His first wife, Sofia Ae Ylinenjhrvi, died in 1889, His second wife, Sofia
Vanhatalo, was born st Hieteniemi [Sweden]in 1862, Married in Cokabo in 1890,
There are fifteen children from both marriagess"

"MATIAS [MATTHIAS] HENRIK JUOPPERI was borm at Xemi Nove 1, 1836, He came to
imerica in 1671, end to farm ab Cokato in 1875, Moved out weste His wife, Naria,
was born at Roveniemi."

“PETER JURVA, a native of Alldmla, came to America in 1871 and to Cokato
in 1876, His first wife, Ama Kyr8, dieds His second wife, Ida Josefiina Plekkola,
from Nabareulki [Swedeudied in 1916, Children," :

" JOHAX [JORNA, JUSSILA was born et Kittild in 1845, He came to Americs in

1870, Hes been & merchant and & farmer at Cokato, His wife, Arma Kustaava
Patron, was born at Hietaniemi @ndm]-hml 28, 1844, They were married in Celue
met [Michigen]in 1871, She died Febe 15, 1918, Children,"

"MTKKO [MICHAEL] JUSSTLA, & brother of the above memtioned [Johen A.Jussila],
was born et Kittild Dece 16, 1840, Before coming to Cokato he lived at Franklin,
Minm, His first wife, Amma Ereeta Nive, died in 1887, His second wife, Kustaava,
18 from Tervolae" |

"ISAK [1SAAG]A. JXRPPI was born at Kemi in 165, He came to form at Colmto
in 1886, Held commmal positions of trust, He died in Mimmeapolis in 1922, His
wife, Predriks Thompson (Mailke), was born st Keavuono Norway|in 1865, She
came to America with her parents in 1866, Eleven childrem,”

"JAKOB KERANEN (JAKOBINPOIEA) was born et RistijRrvi Auge 16, 1837, He
came, in 1871, from Norway to America, to the copper ialand[:mnhigun copper ugio:_;—].
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and to Cokato in 1876, later he moved to French Lake, His first wife, Maria Liisa
Mashils, was born ab Xemd June 24, 1847, Married in Celunet [Wichigeg]in 1872, She
died in 1898, Several children, His sevond wife, Maria lLoviise Jerisjlirvi, was
born at Muonio Jen, 24, 1688, Merried in 1890,"

*JAx0B XERANEW (ABRAMINPOIKA) was born at Tornionjoki in 1840, He died as a
settler in Cokate in 1876, His wife, Maria Kreeta Kurre, was born st Tornio
Feb, 65, 1841, She came to America with her father in 1869, Married a scoond
time to & man named Ruusisalo,”

* JOHAN @mjmﬂm was born at Mrfnt[ﬂomnﬂin 16364 He came to Americe
in 1871, Died in Colato, His wife's name is Briita Johamma,"

{7
"ABRAM EOSTENIUS (LUNEA) was born abt Karunki Mey 17, 1828, He ceme to America
with his family in 1870, Diod as & farmer in Cokato in 1907, His wife, Amma Kreeta,
2 native of nitomioﬁm-in the Swedish written Ofver Tormo] » died in 1898,

One son,”

"ABRAM KOSTENIUS fthe son of Abrem Kostenius (Lunka)Jwes born ab Karunks

Octs 10, 1866, He cams to America with his parents in 1870, Takes care of the
fanily estate, His wife, Ida Amends Lauri, was born ab Kammlki in 1860, Married
in Coketo in 1884, Several children,"

“ANTTI [ANDREW]WM, KOPSALA was born at Toholampi in 1860, He came to America
in 1872, His wife, Sofia Seppllll, is a native of Toholampi, Farmed at Colkato;
then moved to Minmsapolis,”

“TOPIAS KOTILA was born at Toholampi Octe 13, 1850, He came to Colmbto in
1860s Ome of the most emergetic and biggest farmers in the regione His wife,
Briita Leena Mauwm, was born at Toholampl Jan. 14, 1864, Their sons are farming
in the loeality,"
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" JOHAY [JOMJARERY wes born et Kemd Narch 16, 1627, He cane bo Anerics

in 1873 and to Cokato im 1676, Died &in 1002, His wife, Bieta Pinolahti, was
born et Pulkkila in 1841, Childless,"

"SAKART [ZACHARYJKREKU, & brother of the above menbioned [Johan Krelu|, was
born ab Kemi Nove 24, 1839, He came to Americe, ©o the copper islend[Michigen
copper region), in 1670, and thence to Coksbo in 1875, Died on his fam in
1510, His wife, Velpuri Kempainen, wes born et Palbamo Feb, 26, 1843, She
came to America in 1870, and in the same year was married in Calumet
[iienigan]s Died in 1501, Six ehildren,”

"PETER KUNNARI was born ot Kemijirvi April 13, 1880, He came with his
fenily to America in 1871, end to farm at Cokato in the following year, clearing
& rather large plece of land, Died in Astoria, Ore., Sept. &, 1019, His first
wife, Amna Haria Peltoniemi, born st Hietaniemi{Sweden]uarch 1, 1635, died 1n
Cokato in 1906, His second wife, Amma Maris Mattila, was born at Kemijlrvi
March 27, 1847, Several childrem from the first marriage, The sons write their

name GuIMArye"™

™ JOHAW [JOHN | XURTTI was born et Ii Narch 14, 1841, He ceme to America from
Norway in 1872, and to farm at Colsto in 16878, His wife, Elisapet Nippdid,
born in the parish of Kemi April 3, 1842, came to America in 1874, Died in 1916,
Five children,"

"AprAM XYRO was born at Tornionjoki in 1827, He ceme with his family, in
1872, from Norway to America, to farm at Colksto, Died in Franklin Novs 27, 1907,
His wife, Eve T8yrll, was born et Jinisjlirvi 4in 1830, She died in Franklin

Nove 13, 10183 Childreme®




Duluth, Minnesota
Socic Ethnie
Farold F. Rajala
December 6, 1939
Material translated from "Ameriken
Suomaleisten Historia ja Elémikertoja,”

Voles 2, by Solomon Ilmonens Published at

JyvRskyld, Finleand, 1923,

The following is & translation of the chapter, "NMimneapolis
ja Sen Varhaisimmat Suomalaiset"” :rvinneapolis and its Farliest

Finns™ | , begiming on page 177 and continuing to page 182,

"Minnesota's most populous and busiest city, Minneapolis, hes been Built on
the shore of the Mississippi river, on both sides of the great falls of Ste Anthony.
Its strong water power operates numerous flour and saw mills, factories and indust-

rial establishments, The city is more then half a century cld, the first homes

being bullt in 1856, In the following yeer the city was incorporateds With true-

American rapidity it hes grown. In 1860 the population was only 5,000; then ten
years later 18,079; at the turn of the century, 164,759, and et the time of the
last official census in 1920 it was 380,582. At the present time it is about 400,000,
"Many things have stimuleted the rapid growth of Minneapolis. The one factor,
the most important in the development of the ecity, is examctly the great water power
of the aforementioned St. Anthony falls. At the edge of the falls stand the present
worlds largest flour mills, in which is prepared wheat flour which is shipped to
all parte of the worlds Below the falls are numerous seaw mills which give employ-
ment to thousands of men. BRecause Ninneapolis is located in the center of the
northwest trading area end being as it is & railroad terminal, it alsc effects the
progress of the oity, for many railroads from the Atlantic coast to the Faeifie

occean meet eagh.uther here. MNinneapolis is in touch with twenty railroads. A big
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factor contributing to the eity's well being and rapid develomment is the extensive
farm region surrounding the eity, which extends out te the Dakotas., Millions of
tushels of wheat and other grain is sent by railroads of Nimmesota and Dakota to
the numerous glant Minneapolis granaries and flour mills, from which the prepared
flour is sent to the world's markets,

"Minneapolis is not only cme of the greatest business centers of the north-

west citles, it is at the same time ome of the important educationel centers of

imerica considering its school and other cultural facilities. WNimnesota's large
university heas been placed there; there are high-schools, art and music colleges,
educational institutions and seminaries of different nationalities and churches.

"In local beauty very few cities of imerica surpass that of Kinneapolis,
Within the eity limits are found severel lakes there being im all eleven lekes inm,
or touching, Kimnneapolis. Minnehaha Falls, made famous in Longfellow's poems, is
also in the vicinity. Parks of the eity, in lots of places, in many respects, are
suggestive of a resort city. The lakes in the sumer offer inequalled bhoating and
‘'swimming, while in the winter they are skating rinks, etc.

"In respect to nationmlities represented, it is noticeable that most have come
from northern-furope, Swedes, Norweigisns, Danes, and Finns, which compose probably
of one third of the population, of which most are Swedes. Within recent years has
arrived in the eity southern=-European people, but in no great numbers.

"The Finnish settlement in Mirmeapolis begins about 1865, but very few of thess
first Finns remain there. MNany of them moved to farm regions about 1870 eand settled
there. Nevertheless, about 1878, in Mimmeapolis, Fimns were represented to some
degree, some working at sawmills, others working at brick factories and their
daughters worked es servents in American femilies. There are several Finnish style
restaurants a nd boarding houses. Pastor E. Baclkman came to the city from the copper
island Dﬁchigmn coprer ragion] in 1880 to comduct church services. A year leter was

begun, in Minneapolis, the publication of a Finnish newspaper "Uusi Kotimaa" [New
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Homeland | , which later was published at New York Mills, Mimn.

"Retween 1880 and 1860 the Fimms did not particularly settle in great mumbers
in Minneapolis; their number near the turn of the century hardly reached over a
thousend persons. Put during the last two decades has our nationslity very greatly
inocressed in Mimmeapolis, especially during the world war, then lively working cond-
itions there were existent, drawins working-people te the community. Especially from

the Firmish farming regions at Cokato, Holmes City, Franklin, end Lake Nordem [ in south-

western part of Hamlin County, South Dekota |, also from Savo [[in northern part of

Brown County, South Dakota] s have people of our natiomality moved to this lergest
eity of Mimmesota, Their homes are in the neighborhood of Humbolt and Westerm.

The Fimnish population is mumbered to several thousand. "




Duluth, Mimmesota
Soeio Ethnie
Harold E. Rajala
Degember 6, 1938
Materiel transleted from "Ameriken Suomalaisten
Historie ja Elamakertoje,” Vol. 2, by Solemon

Tlmonen; Fublished at Jyvéskyld, Finland, 1923,

Biographies in chapter, "Minneapolis ja Sen Varhaisimmat Suoma~

laiset” ("Mimeapolis and Its Earliest Fimms"™ | .
-

¥here the name eppears in parentheses at the begimning of the

biography it is the originel familymme.

"ANTTI [ANDREW ) ANDERSON (KAUVOSAARI), bora et Alkkula in 1850, In company with

his perents he came to America in 1866, to Red Wing, Winn, Fe became effected with

cholera and was brought to a echolera-sanatorium which was located on & small island,
from where he later escaped and hid in a St. Paul bound ship. His father found him
in a hospital in the aforementioned city about a week later, cured. Ie travelled
much,especially in the West, where he lived for long perieds. He mede his home in
Mimneapclis where he entered the store business and was interpretor, etec, also

performed smaller tasks. FHe died wi thout a family in 1890.

"ISAK ANDERSON (KAUVOSAARI), born at Alkkula on Jume 11, 1860. He settled in
Mimmeapolis in 1880, where he has been in business, he was also real estate owmer.
His wife, Mathilda Mattila, was born at Sale in 1870, They were married in 1890.

Twelve childrens

"MAGRUS ANDERSON (VITIKKOHUHTA), born at Tornio, Jenuary 1, 1865, With his
parents he came to America in 1869, to the copper island [Michigm copper rogionj %
and from there to Cokate in 1873, He settled in Mimmeapolis in 1893, where he

owned a home in the oity. FHis first wife, Veera Mammer, from Vasmsa, died Feb. 5, 1915,
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His second wife, Maria Heleena Koski was born Feb. 23, 1878 at Oulu. Children,

"KUSTAA FREDRICK BERGSTADIUS, clerk and business-manager, born May 23, 1839 at
Hurmijarvi parsonage, father was parson of the said parish. Went to elementary-

school and the Lyseo [ & grammar and high school combination in Finland; Lyoceum ] .

As e sailor on & Finnish ship he came to America in 1865, to Baltimore D&d.:] » He

worked as clerk in an travel and ticket office operated by a Swede, Gust Johnson,

in Chiesgo; went to copper island [Michigan copper region | in 1868 to examine

the local working conditions and business possibilities., About 1880 he worked on
the Chicago-lilwaukee~5t. Paul Rallroad as ticket seller and travel bureau manager.
e was transferred to Minneapolis in the employ of the same railroad., Fe was a
partner in the Oldenburg-Jasberg travel and money-remittance firm. Vhen the said
firm diseonbinued business in 1896 he began renaging the foreign mission department
of the Sgdergren drug firm, and was there until he died in 1917. He was a founder
end gealot of the Suomi Symod and the Suomi Opiste [Suemi Collége | « He was an
instigator of the Save Eﬂrm County, South Da]m'ba] Finnish agricultural group, etec.
His wife was Elisapet Schversin, & Cerman by nationality, they were narried in 1860.

They are without children.

"HEPMAN HERMANSON (KOLEBMAINEN), born at Kiﬂjarvi in 1842, Came to /imerieca in
187563 to Minmeapolis, where he has lived all of the time. He owns real estate.
Died in 1922, His wife, Maria, was born at Kuusamo in 186l. They were married

in Mimmeapolis. Died in 1920. Children.

"ANTTI [ ANDREW | KOPSALA, born at Toholammi, 1847. Came to America in 1872,
te OChios Has been a farmer at Colmte for a long time, Noved at an old age to
Vinneapclis, where he owned a city residence. His wife, Liisa Sofias Sspp'c'uli',

was born at Toholaumd on June 30, 1849. Came to America in 1881, Six children.
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"PETER LUUEKONEN, born at Uhtua, Karjala, [Karelis | , May 5, 1849, From
Norway he came to imerica in 1873, to the copper island [fichigen copper region | .
Ceme to farm at Cokato in 1878. At an older age he moved to NMimneapolis, where he
owmns city homes, His first wife, Arma Priita Ingman, from Xuusamo, died Mar, 12, 1887,
His second wife, Sofia Vilhelmiina Piekkola was borm at Failuvle in 1866, Died in

1912. Four children,

"PUOMAS [E‘HONAS] MWURTO, born at Roveniemi in 1849, He came to America in 1878,
His wife, Johanmna Vitiklkohuta, was born in 1883. Came fron Worway to fmerice with

her parents in 1668, Several children.

"NELS OLOF NELSON, born at Karunki in 1846. He csme to America in 1870, to the
coprer island [Eichiga.n copper rogion] « To Colmto, to farm, in 1875. At the present
time he lives in Mimmeapolis, where he owns real-estate. His wife, Yaria liemi, was
born at Vesisaari [Vadsd, Norwsy | on Aug. 14, 1856, Came to Americe with her parents

in 1864, UWarried at Franklin, Died in 1902, Seven children.
"JAKOB HYMAN, born at KAlvid inm 1842. Died in 1818, His wifs was Briita Asuja.

"HENRICK PEKKALA, born at Alatornio,Ructsalankylssd ["the name means Swedish

villagej on December 23, 1849, From Norway he ceme to America in 1868, to the copper

island Dﬁehigan copper region] « He came to Cokato in 1878, living on his farm

for thirty yeers. Voved to Nimneapolis, when he owned & city home. lis wife, Maria
Eristiina Ryynanen, was bora at Tervola on May 18, 1855. They were married at

Calumet [Michigan | » Died in 1898. Six children.

"JACOB FETERSON, was born of Fimnish parents in Norwey on March 12, 185l. He
camo to imeriea in 1872, to the copper island [Wichigan copper region] . After
living Calumet [Michigan | for several years he left, with family to the state of
¥ashinton and from there, in 1886, to farm in Minnesota, At the present time he is

living in Mimmeapolis. His wife, Stiina Karoliina, also born of Fimnish parents in
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Norway, was born on Auge. 12, 18556, They were married in Calumet in 1873. They
hed 17 children, of which 12 are living at the present time.

"ISAK PODAS, born st Kasuvuono on Decs 9, 1854, With his parents he ceme to
America in 1869, to the copper island [Iichigan copper region | «» Went to the publie
school in Calumet. Vas clerk, farmer at Cokato, postmaster and county eclerk, etc.,
other munieipal employment. Dloved to Minneapolis in 1896, where, at the present
time he is employed in a large clothing firm es wholesale department menager. His
first wife, Sofia Westerberg was born at Vesisesari EVn.dso, Normyj on Oectes 15, 1853,
She ceme to Amerieca in 1888. Died Junme 27, 1904, Fis second wife Julia ¥. Kveeland,

of another nationality, wes born in Canada.

"FRANS HERMAN FODAS, brother of the aforementioned, was born at Kssvuono. Came

to America with his parents in 1869. Lives in Los Angeles, Cal, BHas a family.

"KARL EUSTAA RUONANIEMI, born at Kemi, in 1828. He wms one of the earliest
Himmeapcolis Finns; Died in 1906+ His wife, Kaisa Neris Sunnsbori, was bora in

1851, Died in Mimmespolis in 1920, in old age.

"JOHAN RUONANIEMI came from Kemi. His wife, Maria Alskopssla, was born on

August 15, 1858. Died in 1916, 8ix children.

"SALOMON ULRIK RUONA, born in Heaparente [Sweden]| on July 16, 1860, He came
to America inm 1871, to the copper island [¥ichigan copper region] . lHe went to
Frahklin to farm about 1880, Died in Minnespolis, a real estate owner, in 1912,
His wife Anna K. Lystild, born st Tesrnijoki on .m,# 29, 1843, Came to Ameriea in
1878+ GSeveral children,

"PETER SAARENPAL, born at Karunki, on Jan. 13, 1859, He came to America in
1878, to Cokato. Settled in Nimneapolis sbout 1890, where he did building and

carpentry work and owned real estate. His wife, Amna H. Vuolikoinen was born at
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Karunki on ¥ay 11, 1871. ¥Nine children.

"JOHAN SALO (EUUSISALO), born at Pasvola on Apr. 10, 1852. He came to Americe
in 1873, to Hencock, Wich. Beceme a farmer at Frenklin in 1883, Af an old age he
moved to Minneapolis to seek real estate. FHis wife, Maria Kreeta Kurre, was born
at Torniojoki on Feb. 5, 1841, Coming to America, with her paremts, in 1869,

childrens

"JAKOB VUOLLET, preacher, has lived several years in Minmeapolis. le was

one of the earliest American Fimms., Biegraphy in Cokato chapter.

"VICTOR NEWMAN, who died in Hibbing Oct. 1, 1922 arrived in America about 1870,

operated a modern boarding house in Nimneapolis. IHe had & wife and four children.

{End of Chapter)




Duluth, ¥innesota

Socio Ethnie

Degember 15, 1¢%9

Harold E. Rajale
Vaterial Translated from "Ameriken Suomalais-

ten Historia je Flamakertoja,” Vel. 2, by

Solomon Ilmomens Published at Jyveskyla, 1923,

“iographies in chapter, "lolmes Cityn leanviljelysseutu” ["liolmes

City Agrieultural Region" ] .

Vhere the neme appears in parentheses at the begimming of the

biography it is the original family name.

Fage 186 "ANTTI [ ANDREW | ANDERSON (KADVOSAARI) was borm at Alkkule in 1814. From

Norway he came to Ameriea in 1866, to Red Wing, Mimm. Ve became & settler at
Holmes City in 1867 and died the following year. liis son Isak is & businessman

in ¥innearpolis.

"JAKCOR ANDERSON (hTP?iLz) was born at Pudasj;rvi in 1850+ He ecame to Folmes
City, to farm, in 1881. Fis wife, Eristiina Yasra, was born at Fietaniemi in 1884,
Came to America with her paremts in 1868, Varried at Holmes City in 1901. One

dauphter.

-~

qtkf]"A?K (-hﬁ 1) wag born at Muonic in 1828, Fe became a settler
at Folmes City in 1880, Died inm 1889, liis wife, Kreeta Josefiina, was born in 1839,

Died in 1912, ' 11 ehildren.

Y % ARET el : ¥ » .
"ISAK K. CARLSTROX was born at Farunki in 1849. le eame to imerioca in the 1870's
and became a settler at Holmes City around 1880. lis wife was Xaiss Lehtola. Nine

¢hildren.
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"ISAE DAVIDSON was born at Hietarniemi on Fehs 1, 1836. From Norway he ceme

nerica in 1873, to the coprer islanﬂ.[?ickigan copper regiorgx, and from there

Holmes City in 1879, Died in 1919, Iiis wife, Vilhelmiina Carlstrom,was born

Worway in 1840, She eame to America in 1873¢ No children.

"ISAK ERICESON (JUNTUNEN) was born at Sucmusselmi on Feb. 24, 1830, Came to
Holmes City around 1860, Died in 1918. His wife, Latariine Juntunen, died in
1819 E}bviously this is a typographieal error; it should read 191§] s when she was

¢7 years old. - Several boys.

R s S e e T S 2 i - b 9
" JorAN FREDRICKSON (vArEnTOJERVI) was born at Pajala in 1843, He came to Holmes
City as a farmer in 1881, TVarlier he was an ambitious newspaper correspondent, lis

wife, Sofia T'iekkola, born at Failuota in 186bs. WNo childrens

“UATTI HAAPALA was born at Simo on July 18, 1888. A farmer and a minister. Died
July 26, 1918, His first wife, Hilda Sackriscn, from luonio, died in 1900, His
second wife Briite Kristiine Salmi, born at Simo in 1867. ~Children from both

marriares amount to 14 children.

"ERIK HAARA was born at Hietaniemi on May 8, 1823 or 1824, Trom Norway he ceme
to Ameriea in 1866, to Red Wing, ¥inn., where his oldest daughter had died from
cholera, He became a settler et Folmes City in 1867+ Died Sept. 11, 1887. His
wife, Heleena Vglimaa, was born at Hletanlemi on Oots 16, 1824, Bhe game to Amerieca

in 1866, Died in 1902, Several dauvghters.

"ABRAM HOOKAN: was bern &t %emijgrvi in 1861. A prominent farmer. Eis wife,

lisapet Isola, was from Kuolajarvi. Twelve children.

"HERMAY JACOBSON (KARJALAINYN) was born at Euusemo on July 13, 1842. Came to
Americe in 1872, to farm at Holmes City. e was also & minister., Died in 1905. His
first wife, Kreetsa, died in 1888, His second wife, Sofia Pakki, was from Muonio.

Childrens
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"MATT JACOBSON (MAEKKONEN) was born at Fiippola in 1646. From Norway he came to
America in 1867, to Wew York, from where, with a friend, Johan Lehto, he walked teo
Mimmeapolis in six weeks. le got a homestead at Holmes City. His wife, Faria Stiina

¥yllyaho, was born in Paavola on Auge. 3, 1856. To America in 1873, 14 shildren,

WrCAn

ISAK JOUNSON. (JAAKONANTTI) was born at BHietaniemi in 1840, From Norwey he came
to Americe in 1865, to Red Wing, ¥imn., and from there the follewing f2ll he moved
to Holmes City to become a settler. At an older age he moved to the state of Vash-

ington, where he died in 1920, Fis first wifey Alfiina lUakkenen, died in 1881, PHis

gecond wife, Maria Saukolas, died in 1894,

"LARS OLOF JOENSON (PAJARI) was horn at Tervela in 1840. Fram Norway he ceme te

fweriea in 1871, to the eoprer island>[}ichigan eopper reﬁloﬁj » &and from there to

Holmes City in 1876, Fe glesred fields and meadows from the woods. FHis first wife,
Naria Alatalo, was born at Eittile in 1841. Died on May 81, 1914, His second wife,

Helesna Ristell, was born at Panttila in 1855, W¥arried in 1916.

"JOSEFE JOSEPHSCN (STJERNA) was borm at Kuusamo in 1851, Camé to America in
18784 to the copper islanﬂ.[?ichigaw soprer regio@] » 8nd from there to farm at
Holmes City in 1878+ Died in 1805, Fis wife, EKreeta Iiisa,mms fron Kuusamo.

Twelve children.

"PETER JOSEPHSON (STJERNA) was born &t Kuussme in 1860. le came to Averics,
to Holmes City, near the end of the 1870's. Ie died in 1900. Fis wife, Vil-

helmiina Vettasjdrvi, was born et Torniojeki im 1860,

"ERICK JULIN, born at Hieteniemi on Decs 6, 1831. From lorway he ceme te Americe
in 18665 in the fall of that yesr he became & settler at Holmes City. He was one
of the Pioncers of that distriet. Died Fay 20, 1905, His wife, Kreeta Ulriike
Pakki, was born at Muonio on Nov. 1, 1833. She accompanied her husband to America.

She died in 1917+ ©Six children.
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"JOHAN JULIN, oldest boy of the former, was bern et Eammarfest{:ﬂorwaj].in

"HENRICK JULIN was bornm at Hammerfest [ﬁorwaﬁj « As & child he accompanied his
parents to America In 1066. Ie is the caretaker of the family estate and is a

familv-man.

"JOHAN LENTO, senior, was born at Fiippola on Decs 13, 1834, lis came ©o Amerieca
in 1867, to New York, from where, with his friend, lMatti Vakke, walked te Chicapo,
Minneapolis and further to Holmes City. The trip lasted a little less than two
months. Te died on his glmes City farm about 1890. FVis wife, Eaisa Yathilda Jarva,
was born at Piippela in 1836, She arrived at her husband's side in America in 1872,

Pied in 18964 " Childrens

"JOHAN LEHTO, junior, son of the former snd caretaker of the family estate,
was born at Fiippola in 1862, ¥ith his mother he came to Americs in 1872. Te was

a minister. Fis wife, Anma Liisa Nakkonen, was born at Fiippole in 1874. 16 children.

"ISAE OLSON (LUVEKONEN), born at Kuusamo on ¥ay 18, 183%., He came to America in
1871+ G5ix years later he came to ferm at Holmes City. lie died Sept. 22, 1916«

Fig wife, Ulriika Makkonen, from Piiprola, died in 1915, Two children.

"JOEAR OLSON (LUUKKONEN), brother of the former, was born at Kuusamo on Mar. 22,
1830. le oame to Ameriea in 1875. Four years later he came to Holmes City. Died
in 1867, Fis wife, Anna Briita, was born at Kuusamo on Dec. 10, 1836. Died st the

home of her children at Menahge, Mimn.

"OLLI OLSQN (LUU:KONEN) was born at Fuusamo on Mar. 15, 1852. He beoeame &

farmer at Holmes City in 1882, Died Aug. 16, 1920, 7is wife Amna Posio, was born

at Rovaniemi in 1858, Several children.
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"OLLI FREDRICK OLSOY (KAITANIENI) was borm at Pudesjarvi in 1812, He ceme to
Averica in 1872, Four yesrs later he became a gettler at Holmes Citys He died in
old age on Jans 25, 1901. His wife, Anma Briita, was borm in Ti in 1809. She enme

to America with her child in 1878. Died in 1890.

"JAKOB OLSON (KAITANIENI), som of the former, was born at Ii in 1866, He came
to America in 1876, to Holmes City, where three years later he began to till the land
on his own property. His first wife, Bvelina Brushain, died in 1888, ¥Fis second wife,

Anne Finolahti, was borm at Pulkkila in 1860. Five children.

"HENRIE PAJARI was born at Tervola in 1845, He ceme to America in 1870. He

lived several years in Holmes City then moved to the state of Washington yhere he

suffered & violent death in 1888, He was & skillful viberinarian.

"ADANM PETERSON (VFTTA‘fV) was born at Torniojoki, Vettésjgrvi, on Aug. 12, 1835,
from Norway he came to Averice in 1873 and to Nolmes City as a settler in 1876, e
died in 1913, His first wife, Eve Kaisa, was bornm at Torniojoki im 1824, ©She died

in 1886, Uis second wife, Susanna Luukkonen,was from fuusamo. Three children.

(¥
"FRANS OSKAR PETERSON (VETTANEN), soh of the former, was “orn in ¥orway in 1862,

He came to Americe with his reremts in 1872 t}‘viorsly & mistake, Tor his father came

to America in 187%1 «» He is caretaker of the family estate and has a fanily.

"PETER PETERSON (VALIMAA) was born at Alkdkula on Feh. 22, 1828. From Yorway he
came to Americe in 1866, to Red Wing, Ninn, and from there the followin: year to
Holmes City as a settler. fe died on Apr. 5, 1904, JHis wife, Narie Kreeta, was horn’

at Hietaniemi on Dec. 9, 1827. To Ameries in 1872, and died 4n 1905. Children.

YCHARLES PETERSON (VELIlﬁﬂ), son of the former, was born at Hieteaniemi in 1867,

He came to Ameriea in 1872, UVis wife was Susanns Tagttg from Kuusaro.
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"AUGUST PETERI was from Kemij;rvi, the home of Peteri. Trom Norway he ecame to
America in 1866, and the following year settled at Holmes City. Ie died around

1890 when a single~man, 80 years old.

"JOHAN FIIPPO, a Holmes City Fimnish Piomeer, was born in Piippole on Oet. 6,

1837+ . From Norway he ceme to America in 1866, to Red Wing, ¥inn. In the fall of

1866 he came to his lend at Holmes City. PBesides farming he also did hunting; le
was a skillful fox trayper and wolf slayer. He also practiced nature healing end
was kmown as a miracle healer. Fe was an unusually tall, healthy and stromg man.
Died on July 8, 1915, FEis wife, Veria Johanna Julin,was born on July 28, 1B63, FHis
second wife was Anna. EKaarlo, a son born through his first marrisge, tends the

family estate.

"JOHAN PULJU was born at Tervola in 1885. From Yorwav he came to Ameriea in
1872, and three years later he went to farm at Holmes City. He died on ¥ay 9, 1904.
His wife, liargareeta, was born at Taaparanta.[}mmden:)in 1833+ Died on Oect, 20, 1909.

Four ghildren.

"SAKARI SACKRISON (BAKKI) was born at Vuonio on iay 5, 1828. He came to farm at
Holmes City about 1880. Died in 1888, His wife, Kreeta Josefiina Vuola, was born

in 1838. < Died on Febe 3, 1918+ Six childrens

"FREDRICK SACKRISON (BAKKI), son of the former, accompanied his parents to

Americe.  His wife, Aliina Valki, was from HKauhajoki.

"SIMON SINONSON (PELLIKKA) was born at Piippola on fug, 18, 1832, Te came to
America in 1873, to the copper islnnd,[?iohiaan sopper regia@] and then to farm at
Holmes City. Died Aug. 4, 1882, His wife, Maria Loviisa, born om Aug. 4, 1836, eene

to America with her hushand.

"JOHAN SIMONSON (PELLIKEA), som of the former, acoompanied his parents to America

in 1878, His wife was laria Haers.
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"THOMAS THOVWPSON (MAIKEC) was born at Revaniemi on June 24, 1826. Prom
Norway, he came to fAmerica in 1886, to Red Wing, Winn., and from there to Holmes
City in 1867. .He died om Dec. 20, 1908, His wife, Fva Maria, was bern on Sept. 15,

1845, Ehe came to Mmerica with her husband. Died Jan., 26, 1910. Four children.

e

"JOHAN ERIK UUSITALO was born at Kuusamo on Apr. 24, 1839. From Yorwsy he
came to fmericma in 1873+ - He became & farmer at Holmes City in 1876. Died Jan,

s wife, largareeta Julin, was born on Septs 12, 1858, She came to

America with her parents in 1866, Several children.

Wer

Holmes City Fimmish farmcre who came to America in the 1880's are: Jakobh Kangas
from Vihanni; Kearlo Mattson (Xopista) from Fyhfijoki; Henrik Plekkela from Eailuoto;
Johen Pilekkole from Feiluote; Johan enjemin (Saurisinen) from Kisnno, died in 1921;
Johan Tormanen from Tuusemo; Johan E, Veara from Roveaniemi; Jakob Vuomala from

Norway and etc. "

e cvemm () - -
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ten Historie ja Elamekertojs,” Vol. 2, by

Solomen Ilmonen; Fublished at Jyv;skyli, 1923.

The following is a translation of the chepter, "Holmes Cityn
Paanviljelyaseutu“[:?olmes City Agricultural Ragionﬁ] » beginning

on page 182 and continuing to page 191,

"In Douglas county, more than a hvndred miles northwest of Minneapclis, is
located Iolmes City, onme of the earliest Finnish settlements in Minresota. Lake
shores bordered by groves, broeks rumning through natural meadows, low hills
covered with evergreen and birch, broken fields in the valleys te be reminded of
the Finnish trait. Travelers generally admire the besutiful scenery of the region.
Finnish trait it was that drew the Fimns te the lake shores. 71t was they wio selected
their land from maps and marked them on the shores of water.

"Back to the year 1866. A small group of Finns, ¢oming from Horway, had made
their homes at Red Wing, Mimn. They had heard that there were homesteads avail~
able near the town, But the people of our nationality werc disappointed, for upon
their arrival they found that government land in the E?ed Winé] region, had, many
years hefore, been taken and were already in pessession of earlier arrivals, Germans
and Scandinavians. Dut far away in the Hinnesota and Dalota border region still
were homesteads available to those who would dare aeoustom themselves to the wild-

erness dangers and diffuculties. TFinlend's boys, who, a8 boys of the japland Tundras

had gone on to Ruija Eforweigian Laplan@j and from there had come to Americes, over

the Atlentie in sailing ships, did not know fear; thev were not afraid of pioneering
difficulties, for they had a supreme desire to get, for themselves, their own home,

even though it be in the wilderness.
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"dohan Piippo wrote very retaphorically of the Folmes City Finnish settlement
era in the "Wusi Hotimea" [ “New Homeland" ] , for that reason it deserves to be
published in this writing of history: ‘'Having heerd that in the wilderness we
can get land free we plemned to ro and seek its In the falllof 1866 we, P. E. Julin,
Isak Johanson (Jaakenantti), August leteri end the writer, left. We arrived at

St. Cloud end selected our land from the map; we did not kmow where it was. To

the land we had selected ,a yenkee (American) left to bring us with an ox-team; the

trip was as slow as a louse in tar. It lasted more than a week. There were rain
end sleet storms; the trip was eight miles. After arriving at our destination
we found out that it was Holmes City in Douglas county. We were single men except
Julin, who had a wife and four children; they were carried by the ox-team. Ve
made a 'shack' (house) in five days and made a fireplace of roecks.' The writer then
continued to narrate of his own experiences, which pictures the diversified dif-
ficulties encountered by the Fiomeers: 'The following spring I turned the soil over
with a mattock to meke a field and then sowed & hushel of wheat, which the blue-
birds ate, so that I did not get but the stocks and the birds ate them too. The
second summer I got a one acre area of cultivated field on which I planted potatees
and tobacecos The third winter I got enmough from wolf pelts so thet I gould buy a
tean of oxen and & cow; but the following spring a grave misfortune befell me. We
were at an Americen meighbor's, building a house, and upon our return home, everything
was in ashes. Nothing was left but an axe, try-square and ragged clothess I built
my home anew; but a year later again my wheaet shed and 30 bushels of grain was
burnt. Since then I have been more successful and pray to God that I ean, in peace,
get along until my ending days.®

"The Holmes City Fimnish settlement grew steadily from year to year, although
not especially rapidly, after all difficulties were once surmcunted and left behind.
In 1867 and a couple years later arrived Antti Kauvosseri, Irkki E?ri@]f?aara,

Tuomas ¥aikko, Peter Vxlimaa, Vatti Mekkonen, Johan lLehto and Isak Jehnson. All
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Finns eould not get homesteads enymore in the vicinity, especially those who
arrived in the 1870's. 'Nevertheless, land was not expensive; it could be bought
for five dollars an aecre on a ten year payment period. Arrivals in the 1870's arse

nentioned as lerman Karjalainen, Simon Pellikks, Joham Puliju, lars Fajari, 0114

”
Faitaniemi, Isak lLuukkonen, Isak Davidson, Abram Vettanen, Joseph Josephson and

Jakob hilpelg. S5%il1l in the 1880's Finnish settlers arrived in Heolmes City, but after
that liveable lands were not available. The first census of Holmes City Finns wes
taken by the local correspondent of the '"Uusi Kotimea', J. Fredrieckson, in 1883,
Aceording to that census there lived in the community 133 Fimns, of which 38 were
from Iuusamo, 13 from Tervola, 156 from Piippela, 12 from Rovaniemi, 8 from Ii, 7
from Yuonio, one from Kemi end one from Suomussalmi.

"Those who s till meet the first Finns of Holmes City get to hear narratives
of the pioneering diffuculties of the settlers and the struggles which had been
encountered in clearing the wilderness for cultivetion. Some were forced to do
g@ay work, for which was paid one dollar per dey, and that in lodging or merchandise.
tbundance of fish-waters and wild game helped the settlers. Fish and meat was in
abundance. Finns were generally good woodsmen and experienced fishermen. Johan
Fiippo was an especially famous fox and wolf trapper. The success of the Pioneer's
first years resulted from the abundance of hay which grew on the berders of the
brooks and on the shores of the lakes, Vhenever it was possible, a cow was sought
for the family, which made the future seem brighter. The biggest annoyance wes the
fact that it was a long distance to even the smallest business places; fifty miles
away wes flour, salt, coffee, sugar, etes +to bs gotten and carried on the hack +to
home .

"The nearness of Indiane kept the settlers im a state of fear, especially the
wives, who's men went out working on wage-labor, leaving the eildrem in the
settlements. It was not unusual to meet Indis s in the regions. Ome of the largest

and most courageous Finns of the region narrat:d this to the writer: he was alone,

one evening, at home, when into the room stepped three burly, armed Indians. le
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offered the redskins tebaceo, thereupon they left peacefully to eontinue their
way, 'It was the only time in my life when 1 have ever known fear', said the
sburdy Finn. Yo disturbances have ever heen caused by Indians to the Holmes City
sottlers.

"For over a half ecentury the Finns have toiled at Holmes City. The Settle~
ment has expanded. New mail and residential centers, also willages, have been
born: Erandon, Garfield, lemnsington, etcs The Finnish population is estimated to
be around seven hundred, inmeluding those boran in this sountry. The Finns of the
region have large families. ihen one household has more than tem children it is

not eonsidered unusual, The prosperity of the region is noticeable: large and

productive flelds, stately mansions and sﬁlendid milk houses speak of diligent

and systematic farmings. No more are oxen used to plow fields and to make trips.
Horses and modern tractors are used to plow the fields. Automobiles are seen at
every hame, Finns of the district have twe parishes and twe churches, their own
graveyard, etc. #t one time was in existence an active temperance society and now

its former meeting hall is used for community and eivil meetings."

e () A -
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Abstracted and translated from “"Amerieckan Suomalaisten histeria
ja elamakutoja"

ritten by S, Ilmonen,
Ws As Harju, pege 142 to 1

"The Tragic Story 0f The Red VWing Finns"

The eity of Red Wing is located about fifty miles south of Minneae

X
»

1 Miseisasippl Rivery in a loecslity of “erﬁrn and Seandinavian
peoples It is on the border of Wisconsine. From 1850 to 1860 before the
railroeds were built to Minneapolis and St. Paul, river boats used to carry
people through Milwaukee and Chicego to Central and Northern Minnesota,
nost important river termineles at the time were Winona, Red Wing, 5t.
Paul, end Minneepolis. Red Wing, in the 1860's was a very important
:

lending place for the immipgrants as clese to its homesteads were available,

Many Seendinavians end Cermans landed there to get their land, When the

{
Finms begen to come with Norwegisns in 1864, Red Ving alsc became to many
of them the first permenent landing place in the new countrye.

To many it alsc wes a plsce of treagedy and sufferinge Some

ir grave there. 7The curse of Red Wing at the time for about twenty

vears was & deadly and suddenly killing choleras This plague

eorded in the city records o 04 The deadly discase hed come

eamboats with the travelers from the south. The plegue was the most
deadly in 1866 when in other parts of Americe the Asiestie cholers was taking
its toll, especially slong the Mississippi River towns, New Urleans, Vicksburg,
§t. Louls, Quinecy, Burlington and Winona., It even spread to Chicego, Fhilae

delphia and New Yorke. With energetic meesures the city of Red ¥Wing was able
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to retard its spread. Near Red Wing on an-‘Islend was built an isolation
ward for the victimss Through the various energetic messures of the city
the plague was finelly overcome and efter 16868 it disappeared for good,
During its spread the Finns suffered heavily from its ravege. In the summer of
1864 when the first Minns oame from Norwaye In one of the groups who came
to Red Viing wes Matti Friberg, his wife and three children and two single
mens 1hese Fimns went into the woods to works Three weeks later the men
were brought to the isolation ward, Matti Friberg and his 15 year old son,
end one other Finnish men whose name has been forgotten died there. A
fourth Finn thet had been eonfined to the waerd esceped et night and has not
been heard from since, Mrs, Friberg wes left clone in a strenge lend with
two minor children end three months after her husband's death a boy was bom
to hers But God is the father of the orphans and ‘protector of the widowed:
the three year old boy, John, was teken into & Swedish orphanage end to the
femlly needed ald was given, When the mother hed recovered, she began to
do day labor while her twelve year old daughter took care of the newborn.
In this way several years passed and finally Mrs. Friberg was married again
to Matti Mastte efter which they moved to the sottlement of Coketo"ss==

Wy ..

The Asiatic cholera ravaged many parte of America in 18684
Red Wing suffered heavily from the plague. It is said that the cholera
ward wes always filled with patients. Those who died were buried in the
nights There are meny heartbrecking stories of this time in the memory
of many whe survived.

It is not kmown definitely how meny Finnish people died, as meny

of them hed taken Swedish names, such as Anderson, Mattson, Peterson, ete.

/Lfgllt is astimatad that at least twenty-five Fimns leost their lives in this
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plague, From the twenty-five only the following names are recordeds

Matti Tiiberg and son, Kalsa Esko, Briita Suki the wife of Kustaa Suki,

13

two brothers, Aapo end Isel Lemberg, Pekka Humalisto and his wife, one

family of 3 Finnish people, Hikko Keuriranta, the dsughter of Eriki Hasba

named Sofis, and a Finnish men by the name of Matti,

Of the death of the last named man the following is told, It is
said that Hetti ell of a sudden began to swell ell over. He developed
severe pains and in & few hours his body beceame gtiffs The peopla who
were with him attempted to ralse him to 2 sitting position when he breathed
his last breath into the face s man by In an hour
after that Plippo lost his sight : Ee ek a doctor
but & doctor eould not be found, so they went te a Germen drugstore where a
medioine was prepared by the drug;
potent that after a few epplications P
suffer any other complications,

The shock of the cholera was so great to the Finns ¢}
of 1866 nearly all who remsined alive left Fed Wing, Some of

Franklin, others to Holmes City and Coketo. Only a few were left behind,
In the immediate year after 1868 some of the Finnish immigrante stopped in

4

Fed Wing for & time but never settled to In 1914 when the writer

e
was gathering material about the I there wes only one person of Fimmisl
nationality in the eitys This was lMre. lMarle Johnson, maiden name Kskeo, who
hed merried & Swedish men by the name of Johnson, Her Finnish languege had

been so thoroughly fergotten thet the interview was possible only in the

English language"##=»
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Biographies in chapter entitled "Red Wingin OSuomalaisten
Surullinen Tarina" [TELG Sad Story of the Red Wing Finnsfj .

[jﬂmra the neme appears in parentheses at the beginning of the
biography it is the original family nama.:]

)N (ESKO) wes born at Turtola in 1848. She
came to America with her parents in 1866. Married to a Swedish builder, P. J.
& 2

Johnson. Several children.”

"MATTI [}AﬁTFIA' (BERI was born at Alkkula in 1820, Migrating to America
from Norway in : ne to Red Wing, where after being three weeks in the
country, he - year = old son succumbed to cholera. His wife, Anna
Elisapet, born in Tervola in 1834, accompanied her husband to America. After his
death she married Matti [Matthias | Vaatta and they settled at Cokato. Their sons

are known by the neme of Mattson."

m A

ETA VALPPU, nee Tiiberi, daughter of Matti Tiiberi, was born at

Alkkula in 1858. She came to America with her parents in 64 She merried

75. Died in 1906,"

J. Valppu in 18

" JOHAN Eﬁ Eﬁ] 3T (VESTOLA) was born at Turtola Nov. 19, 1841. Came to America

in 1871, Working in the woods around Red Wing for some time, he began to farm there,
Died Dec. 26, 1913. His wife, Mathilda Esko, of Turtola, came to America in 1871.

She is dead. There are grandchildren living,”
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