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In 1889 the largest settlement of Finns to be found in the United States
was at New York Mills, Minnesota. The place got its name from a land and
lumbering company, formed in New York about the time the Northern Pacific
Railroad was built in 1870 and 1871. In the little colony of Finns that
arrived to work in the woods and the saw mills were two or three men of
superior intelligence, who wrote letters to Finland describing the advan-
tages of the country, got into relations with an emigrating agency in
New York, and thus drew a steady stream of their countrymen to the forests
and "openings" of this section of Northern Minnesota. In course of time a
small newspaper in the Finnish language was established, and the copies
that were mailed to Finland were the most effective kind of emigration
literature. The community of Finns in and around New York Mills, at this
time, numbered nearly 4,000.

The newspaper that was sent to friends and relatives back in Finland
was the "Amerikan Suometar" or the "Finnish American®. The Finns call their

country Suomi, Finland being its Swedish name. Thus suometar is the feminine

for a native of Finland. It was a well-printed little sheet of six columns,

C)Z / and its editor was J. W. ﬁ%hde. He, however, was not the founder of the news=-

Y

paper. For five years it was published by August Nilund, under the name of
: ) \
1A | "Unhsi Kotima%. In 1884, Mr. Nilund moved to Astoria, Oregon and took the

™




name of his newspaper with him. The plant and equipment he sold to Mr. Lahde.
Another prominent Finn, who was an influence in the bringing over to

this community many of his countrymen, was Olof Pary. He was the most

influential merchant in the settlement, and his big brick store was the

meetingplace. A% one time four hundred men were in his employ in the for-

eét” cutting ties and cordwood. It was Olof Pary who gave the emigrants a

start in the new country. He had a job waiting for them, and he was willing

and wise in assisting them to finally obtain their parcel ofland, and begin

their long hoped for work of breaking the soil. On these prairie openings they

planted wheat, rye, oats, and potatoes. In the winter time they returned to
the cutting of fire-wood and railway ties. At all times they went to Olof
Pary fqr counsel, so that the general conditions of the people became very
good and they prospered.

Within two or three years they were at a comparative state of indepen-
dence, and that was an accomplishment because many arrived with very little
means. However, they had the greatest of assests, industry and thrift. Then,
too, they were homemakers. Their homes were well built and neat. In the
clean Kitchens and bedrooms they had rag rugs on the floor, and white muslin
curtains at the windows. The walls were papered with old newspapers and dur-
ing the winter months geraniums and other plants added tothe comforts of
the house. A stove of Finnish construction heated thekwo or three down-
stairs rooms, and sometimes the one or two above. It was a stove solidly
constructed of brick, covered with white plaster and fitted with iron doors.
It heated the house with a great economy of fuel, and without the excessive
heat th&t iron stoves give. And in all the homes a copy of the "Kalevala",

the Finnish epic poem, was found.




Very little that had a foreign look, except the numerous bird houses
stuck up on long poles and the bands of red or green paint around the
window casings of some of the houses, could be seen in the villages The
architecture of both dwellings and stores were typical of the forms seem in
all American western villages of this period.

Whatever was peculiar in the costume of the newly arrived Finn soon
disappeared when he replaced his garments from the stock of ready-made
clothing in the village stores. The women did not readily Americanize

their garments. They clung to the kerchief as the headgear for all

occasions, a cotton kerchief for week-days, and a sil[_One to wear to

church and on Sundays. In winter they wore a stout woolen skirt and a
heavy shawl; in summer g calico skirt and a short jacket. Their shoes
were thick and hcavy soled of coarse lether. When they were free from the

cares of the farm, they spun and wove with flax and wool.

Source:

THE NORTHWEST MAGAZINE. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. MARCH, 1889,
A FINNISH SETTLEMENT IN MINNESOTA. E. V. SMALLEY.
VOLO IIIO NO- 3. Po 3-5-




The Geographical
Review Monthly 382«94 July 1935,
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Mpls. Public Library Apr. 24, 1938,

THE FINLAND COMMUNITY, MINNESOTA
Darrell H, Davis
University of Minnesota

A twelve pape article appeared in the above publication
explaining in detall the life of the people of Finland Community,
the inhebitants of which are mostly Finnish. The following
titles appeers "Linmits and Reletionship of the C ommuni ty, "
"Communication,” "Forest Resources and Lumbering Operations,”
"umber end Composition of the Populstion," Landholdings end
Farm Lend," "The Agriculture Loonomy," "Farmsteads and Buildings,"

"orade &nd Menufacturesz," "Socisl Conditions," etes I quote
e few peragraphs which might be of importance end helpful to
our study of Fimns in Minvesotai

The settlement began in 1895 with a nucleus of Finnish
familiess Their numbers inereased until today the occupents
of the farms, most of which were teken up s homesteads before
1906, are practically all Finns. + «

The co-operative store, which profits from having
the postoffice, did & total business of $30,000 for the fiscal
year ending Mey 31, 1954, on a stock of merchandise thaet ine
ventoried §1937.64 on the same date. « «

Social Conditions

This is & community in which efforts have been pooled
to a degree rather unusual in Americsn life, at least in the
past. There is & commmity hall, & cooperative store, and up
to recently a commnity owned threshing mechine and snall flour
mills These ccoperative enterprises are, however, conf'ined
almost exclusively to the Finnish element of the population. « »

Alfred Backman
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Mpls. Public Library Apr. 24, 193%9.

One of the hendicaps of the community is the lack
of amusements, The C.C.Cs Camp, with its weekly motion
picture and parties, has remedied this lack during the past
yeary before thet tinme an occesional party at the Finn hall
or Beaver By and an infrequent motion picture et Twe Harbors,
thirty=nine miles distent; supplied the only reerestion for
the younger peoples There is no church building and there are
no ochurch services,; s s s » =




Suomalainen Wirellinen Lehti 1873 No. 124 (18/10.

Suome.lainen siirtokunta Pohjo] Amerikasse.
1 e " . ? .
"Boston Globe™ nimisessa lehdessa Syysks. 5 ps kerrotaang
Wrightin kreivikunnassa Minnesotasse on suomalainen siirtokunta.

1 Sl , ; a . oy L
He ovat luterin-uskoisia ja kokoontuvat jumalenpalvelusta pitemaan

1

.” s o m @ (....“ . . ,”
joka sunnuntai ja joskus myos keskellsa viikkoa. Heilla ei viela

"
ole omaa pappia, mutta odottavat selleista Suomeste kesan kuluessa.

nn
kiitetaan hyvin jumsliseksi

According to the locality and territory date 1 by Suomi-Seura
from Finnish-American newspapers, local information, congregations and society
directories, there are in the State of Ninnesota about 260 such cities, counties,

some mutual .sh endeavors, like congregations,

ke, or wher . least some reverend

has visited faer the f* the Finnish residents.

Such vicinities where from the year 1874, have been either a Finnish

congregation, temperance society, or labor union or other such organizations
L 2 3

Minnesota saccording to our list, but which, however, is not entirely
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Gilbert, Minnesota.

Sociel Ethnie
Toivo Torma
Dec. 28, 1938,

FINNS

Mekinen in Comparison to St. Louis River

Socially

Socially Makinen is directly opposite the St. Louis River Commun-

ity. In St. Louis River, the youth are more enterprising eand socially

active, while the elders and parents were relatively stagnant and introver-
tive. Mekinen, however, has very few clubs which afe sponsored by the youth,
but the older generation is active in their administration of plays, dances,
sewing bees, etc,

Sewing, knitting, and batting bees are familiar scenes in Makinen,
The housewives have & practice of teking turns acting as hostesses for the
remainder of the workers. These bees are quite extensive, very often in~-
cluding various families from St. Louis River, Hutter, and even the village
of Gilbert. (I've attended one purposely and I'll give a brief account of
the proceedings.)

The Quilting Bee

For days before the event, I gathered from the hostesses talk,
she has been baking and cooking in preparation of the quilting bee, I
arrived a few minutes before 1 o'clock, on a Friday afternoon. I was
fortunately, or unfortunately, the first to arrive, and I decided to take
adveantage of my luck. I began to help her place various articles in prep-
aration of the quilting. As we worked I found out that ten or possible
eleven wives about the community would ettend. With some of the women,

their husbands would come along also so that the women need not walk. I




Gilbert, Minnesota,
Social Ethnic

Toivo Torma
Dec. 28, 1938.

also found out that the member living farthest away, 4 miles, was to pour

the coffee, and assist the hostess in her work.

Quite soon the women began appearing, some walking and others with
their husbend's cars. Within a half en hour the room was buzzing with act-
ivity, and after counting.the members I came to the conclusion that all the
members were present, plus their respective husbands,.

The women, as soon es all were present, went into an adjoining room
and sat about the quilting materials and amidst, their constent hub-hub of
noises, began to meke the quilte The men, being exempt from this duty, 1lit
their pipes and chatted amongst themselves.

&t approximately three o'clock, coffee and luncheon were served,
much to the pleasure of the men, who, in sitting within the kitchen, eager=-
ly watched the progress of the table setting. After lunch, the quilting bee
was continued with renewed interest. #An hour later a cheery chorus of voices
arose, and the men knew instanteneously its source, reason end results. The
quilt was finished,

A moment later the hostess came into the kitchen, end with e& beaming
face, showed to the men the newly constructed quilt. And a beautiful quilt
it wasi

Amidst many thanks, goodbyes, and promises to visit, the members

slowly left for their homes where the evening chores were awaiting them,

This quilting bee is typical of the various, almost weekly functions
of the community amongst the parents.
The functions sponsored by the younger generation are few., The St.

Louis County Recreational activities sponsored by the St. Louis County Re-
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Social Ethnic
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Dec. 28, 1938,
creation Department of Virginia, Minnesota is poorly attended, if the total
number of members in Makinen is used as a basis. During the summer a bese-
ball club of no little ebility .is conducted. It plays its games with Palo,
Markhem, Cherry, end St. Louis River. Basketball is played, but & lack of
proper facilities, impedes interest end progress. (They play basketball in
the community hall), The leck of good light, proper heating, and showers
are eample reasons for discontinuing recreetion in weather below zero.

In contrast to St. Louis River Community, no centrelized orgeniz-
ations of recreetion or sociel functions is prevalent in Mekinen. The ex-
terior work end influence of the St. Louis County Recreetion Department has
helped unite a portion of Makinen youth., In comperison to the St. Louis
River attendance to the seme orgeanization, which is 80 to 90 per cent of the
youth, and twice as high a percentage then that of Makinen,

(A1l this is based on the almost completed work on the Makinen
census end upon my own observetions. In connection with the Makinen basket-

ball team I expressed the consensus of opinion amongst the combined commun-

ities of St. Louis River, Palo, end Markham.)
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THE FINNS IN AMERICA*
By Eugene Van Cleef

At this time it is perhaps of special interest to
! know the distribution of Finns in the United States, the
| extent of the Finnish "invasion" into northeastern Minnesote,
| the results attained by the Finn in his native land and his
| new environments, and the possibilities of the Finn as a
! gitizen of the United States.

Distribution of the Finns in
the United States

Although Fimns dwell in every state in the union,
their numbers ere essentially negligible in all but the States
of the nmorthern half of the country. Hence, in the map (Fig. 1)
showing the states where 500 or more reside, the southern states
remain without & dot. The number of Fimns in the United States,
including native end foreign born was in 1910, 211,026. (1) The
estimate for 1917 plsces their number at close to 300,000,

Michigen and Minnesota stand out preemininently as
"pinnish" states. Massachusetts renks next, the cotton and
woolen mills oddly enough retaining & sort of magnetic hold
upon the Finns, especially the women. Fitchburg end Worcester
are the principel points of concentration. New York State
ranks relatively high because of the large number of Finns in
Wew York Citye The clothing industry in <The country's metro-
polis includes many of the Finns there to become permanent

*¥Acknowledgement is made to Mr, L. B. Arnold; Land Commissioner
of the Duluth and Iron Reange R.R., for his many courtesies which
have made possible this investigation; to the Finnish people of
Duluth and vicinity who have co-operated so generously; and to
Mr. 0. J. Larson of Duluth who has made possible the publication
of this entire manuscript.
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Federal Writers' Project, 415 Harvard St. S.Es, Mimmeapolis

Le “BR¥S s Census, 1910.
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residents.

The western states, Montana, Oregon, Washington, and

i California, present a sort of enomaly in the problem. 4 more

| detailed consideration will be given later, but here it may

| be pointed out thet the rise of the lumber industry in these

' states, coupled with its disappearance in the Great Lakes regionm,
has been & potent factor in the western migration of many Finns,
The fisheries in Puget Sound District and farming in all the

| area have had a secondary influence. The greater number of Finns

: in California are concentrated in Sen Francisco.

The southern states show a notable absence of Finns.
| For example, South Carolina has only 38, Florida 137, Georgia
| 85, Louisisna 186, Texas 218, Arkansas 30, and Kentucky 32 oess
(& cartogrem showing distribution of Finns, native and foreign
| born, by States, 1910.)

Urban vs. Rural Population

More than helf (54.5 percent) of the total population
of Finns live in the rural* districts of the United States.
| This is rather notable, for only immigrants from Norway, Denmark,
Luxemburg, end Mexico show a similar tendency. The gemeral in-
| clinetion for foreigners is to concentrate in urben centers.
| Less than one-third of all "foreign white stock" (31.8 percent)
is located in the rural districts.

Moreover the proportion of Finns living under essentially
| rural conditions is higher then the figures show. Fresh immig-
rants grevitate almost immediately towerds the mines and cemps.
In both instances they headquarter largely in towns of 2,500 or
more end hence are enumerated es those residing in urban commun-
ities, Otherwise, if the census were taken in their cases on
the basis of occupation, the percent would favor the rural dis-
| triets. The very strong attraction of the out-door life is ex-

Your Item Noe Page Nos 2 Your Name Alfred Backmen

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION (MINNESOTA)
Federal Writers' Project, 415 Harvard St. S.Es, Minneapolis

(*By "rural" is meant communities of less then 2,500 POP.)
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|
|hibited also in the case of those who are native-born but of

| foreign or mixed parentage, emong whom the proportion in

| the rurel area reeaches the high figure of €l.7 per cent. The
: Finns, therefore, may be classified as distinctly a rurel

| people.

a

i In 26 states over 50 per cent of the Finns live in

| the rursel districts. In such states as Illinois and New York,
g large menufacturing centers attract the relatively small

{ number who happen to reside there, but these constantly drift
[ toward the lend. Interviews with meny Finns who have passed

) through the several steges before reaching the farm, reveel
\
4
|
|
|

the fect thet the congested cities retain the Fimn a very
short time. As soon &5 he saves enough money to purchese &
smell ecreege or to claim & homestead he establishes communion
with nature end leads & life more attractive and more setis-
fying to his natural end seemingly instinctive desire to live
in the open.

Lake Superior District

|

i

i The vicinity of Leke Superior seems to constitute the

| haven of refuge for the Finns. Their density is greeter here

| then in any other equal erea in the countrye.sese <Lhe region

| is also forested and sccordingly ettracts the lumberjacks.

| Northeastern Minnesote presents conditions typical of practic-

| elly the entire Lake Superior district. For this reason, it

! was chosen as the scene of the present investigation. St.

' Louis County in Northern Mimmesote, has been the principal

| field for intensive study. St. Louis County hes en aree of

| 6,503 square miles. Its total populetion is 163,274, of whom

i 16,381,* or sbout 10 per cent, ere Finns. The Finns are

| engaged in iron ore mining, lumbering, and egriculture. They
number about 10 per cent of the totel of foreigners in the
mines. The number of men of all nationalities employed in the
mines in 1917 was 14,479. (1)

Your Item Noe Page Noe 3 Your Name Alfred Backmen

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION (MINNESOTA)
Federal Writers' Project, 415 Harvard Ste SeEs, Mimneapolis
* Census of 1910; the estimate for 1817 places the number

et from 20,000 to 25,000,
1. Report of W. H. Harvy, Co. Mine Inspector, Oct. 1817.
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The number engaged in lumbering fluctuetes, as most
| of the Finns in this industry ere employed only in winter for
| logging operations in the woods. Hence employment is generally
| temperoary, and these so-called lumberjacks are oftentimes the
! miners and farmers of the summer season. A few work in the
lumber mills the entire year.

| Agriculture pursuits attrect most of the remaining
| Finns. Nearly 60 per cent (or about 1,800) of the farmers
| of the county ere Finns. This number must be multiplied by
| at least 3 to obtain the totel number of Finns on the land,
for their femilies are large. Others are engaged in miscell-
| aneous occupations in the cities. Duluth, the largest city
| of the county, with & population of 78,466 in 1910, was credited
| with 2,772 Finns.

The Finns in the Mines

The ebsence of large mineral deposits in Finlend means
thet few of the natives are miners. Emigration is mainly from
the northerly perts of Finlend, (2) where the population is
scettered, and where agriculture, practically the only pursuit,
is carried on under severest handicaps.

Singularly enough, the first Finns who settled in the
| Lake Superior district beceme miners. They left their homes
because of depressing economic conditions and in hope of a
| better future in America. The gold rush of '49 in California
' attracted & few, but none of them profited. A little later,
between 1850 end 1860, about 250 Finns from the copper mines
| of Norway end Sweden arrived at Calumet, Michigen, to help in
the newly opened copper mines. (3) This seems to be the only

2. Ninety percent of those interviewed came from northern
Finland, or, if native born, their parents came from these
parts.
! 3, According to C.H.Salminen, mgr. Fimnish Dly, Duluth & others.
Your Item Noa Page No. 4 Your Neme Alfred Backmen
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instence of the importetion of Finns by an industrial compeny.

After a short acquaintence with the new lend these men
wrote home to friends end relatives, sometimes sending trens-
portetion tickets, encouraging them to come to this country,

. where tyranny wes unknown and independence was a possibility.

| The subsequent years, up to the present, have witnessed a steady

though not lerge inflow of their countrymen. The new arrivels
could not speak English end had no money. The lend was still

' densely wooded, and the winters were long. Mining wes the only
| occupation open. In the years since the first settlements among

the mines of Michigen, successive Fimnnish immigrants have entered

| the iron mines of both northern Michigen end northeastern Minnesote.

Meny who are prominent citizens in these parts today found their

| opportunity there.

Their Thrift, Efficiency, and Endurence

But the Finn is not & miner by nature. He is a man of
the soil. After working in the mines a few years - the average 1is
from two to five - he uses his savings for the purchase of some
lend or for teking up e homestead. In some instances, however,

after leeving the mines as a place of regular employment, he mey

return temporarily when in need of money. He is credited with
being the most thrifty of ell nationalities represented in the
mines end lumber ceamps.

In efficiency in the mines the Finns renk close to the

T top. They make good timbermen in the underground mines, for they

are reputed "clever and ingenious with axe end log." Herein one
may see the result of their meny centuries of training in the
forests of their netive lemd. Their struggle with nature has
also developed much resourcefulness. The younger Finns coming
to this country todey show a considereble proficiency along
mechenicel lines. Some of them are employed in hendling drills
and other machinery requiring dexterity.

Page Noe § Your Name Alfred Backman
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The physical strength of the Finn contributes to his

ability to endure the streins incident to mining. The work
is hard, and the winter long and rigorous. Where the open pit

| process is used, employment does not last throughout the year.

! Hence many workers must find something else to engage then
during the closed season. The relative iscleation of the regiocn

| makes travel to other industrial centers rather expensive.
Therefore adjustment is made to practically the only alternative,
logging. Hundreds of Finns go to the woods to labor in the deep
snow end in temperature renging from 15 to 30 degrees F. Their
life is cemp life, but not often their own choosing. It often=-
times is next to intolereble. Yet doggedness, a sense of re=-
sponsibility, unusuel powers of endurence, enable them to remasin
throughout the season. They have had vigorous training in the
"land of a thousand lakes" and the lend of many hardships.

The Finn in Agriculture
Condition of the Land

The Finn hes scquired much of his lend in northeastern
Minnesote es e homesteader, although recently he has become an
active purcheser in the open market. His holding ranges from
40 to 160 acres. If he is & homesteader he always possesses
the latter emowunt. For the most part his lend is heavily timber-
ed with tall thin spruce end temarasck and the birch with its
accompenying underbrush. Occesionally some jack pine is scatter-
ed about. More often than not, the desireble timer has been re-
moved by lumber compenies before the land is placed on sale, only
the stumps remainining; or, if virgin timber be available, it is
not in abundencees.e.

Humble Beginnings

The Finn builds e little single-room or two-room tar-
pepered shack (see Fig. 5, two pictures, pege 193 ) near an edge
of his land where the dreinage is good. He will clear about en
acre the first summer. When winter interrupts his work he may
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go to the woods as a lumberjeck to earn & little ready money.

The next spring he returns to his farm to continue improvements.
Should he run short of funds before the following winter he may
work for a few weeks es a common leborer on county or town roeds.
It nes been said that the roed-building ectivity of the counties
end towns in northeastern Minnesote has been the salvation of
the farmer, not merely because it gives him an improved meens

of communiceaticn, but beceuse it gives him employment and funds.

As soon as a few hundred square feet are cleared,
potetoes end rutebepes are planted. A cow barn end cow follow,
"here there's a Finn there's a cow" is almost axcematic.
Another year witnesses the addition of a few chickens. Garden,
cow, end poultry now assure the pioneer's food supply; he is
fairly on the road to independence.

Construction of Buildings

In the evolution of the farm the construction of
buildings pleys en importent part. One mey very safely identify
e Finnish ferm from a distance by its number of buildings. (4)
Among them mey be counted the owner's first shack, his later log
cabin, his recent modern dwelling, his never-forgotten bathhouse, (%)
a cow barn, perheps the old one and the new with its glecial=
boulder foundation, & horse barn, a root celler, several hay berns
scattered over the fields, & tocl house, a woodshed, and other
miscellaneous special buildings.

The hay bern alone is a meens of identifying e Finnish
ferm. (Photo on opposite page.) It is alweys built of logs
spaced several inches epart. The flooring is raised from the

4. An excellent, full pege photogreph of a typical Finnish
farm in Embarrass, Minn,
5.A splendid photo of bathhouse and residence.
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| ground e foot or two and is likewise made of spaced logging.

| Such construction allows eir to circulate freely thru the hey,

| keeping it dry end helping to season it. The sides of the barn
slope inward towerd the floor. This characteristic is determin-

| ative. In only & few isoleted hes & Finn erected a modern

' scientific combination deiry eand hay barn.
Slow Development of the Land

: The cutting of timber, the grubbing of underbrush and

i Toots, the dynemiting of stumps, the piling up of the boulders

| gathered from all parts of the land, and the draining of the

| wet places ell follow in succession. The work is slow, for the

| Finn never hurries. Deliberate end determined, he is seldom

| discouraged. Some day his land will be entirely cleared end
beautifully developed. The Finnish immigrent mekes an ideal

| pioneer, & splendid blazer of the trail; but the speedy develop-

' ment of the lend eweits the rising generations. Whatever the
length of time that must elapse before success crecwns his efforts,
the fact that & Finn is developing the land is always reassuring.
To & farmer in the corn belt these northern lands must seem almost

| hopeless; but to a Finn, where there is land there is hope. His
struggle through the many generations has teught him to keep at

| the problem until it is solved, if solution there be; and he is
thenkful for, end appreviative of every little gain. When his

| farm is well elong he confines his efforts largely to such crops
as hay, potetoes, ruteabagas, and minor guantities of rye, oats,
end barley. He possesses & number of cows, inclining very

' strongly teward the development of a deiry farm. Swine are con-
spicuously ebsent. A few horses, and not infrequently en auto-

| mobile, complete his esteblishment.

Reasons for Localization in
the Lake Superior Region

In view of the many herdships with which the settler

Your Item Noa Page No. 8B Your Neme Alfred Backmen

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION (MINNESOTA)
Federal Writers' Project, 415 Harverd St. SeEe, Minneapolis




ﬁOCIAL-ETHNIC STUDIES

The Geogrephical

Source: Review Monthly _ 185-214

Dete of Publicationsﬁpi‘_]g]a £

i

Vole 6

(editioxn, page, column
No. 3 Date Line of Story

Where consulted Mpls., Public Librery Date consulted Apr, 17, 1939.

Your Item Noa

|

]in northeastern Minnesota must contend, one naturally wonders why the
| Finns continue to assemble here. Did the first few who happened

| to come to the copper mines of Michigan so stimulate the success-

' ive immigrent flow as to give it & momentum sufficient to meintain

' itself to the present day? Could the momentum of the first in=
' Plux have resulted in the concentration of about 150,000 Finns,

| or three=-fourths of all the Finns in the United States, in the

| Lake Superior district? Why have not the more recent immigrants
| settled in the central states? Why have not those who came

' twenty years ego moved further south after working under such

| gevere strains and in the face of possible failure? To determine

whether the factors are geographic in any degree, one needs to

| consider the natural environment in Finlend end to compare it
| with that of northeastern Minnesota, and to study the life of
| the Finn in Finland, both past and present.

Finland vs. Northeestern Minnesota

The total population of Finland in 1910 was 2,115,197.
Its ares was 144,252 square miles. The density therefore is
betwsen 21 end 22 per square mile, & very low value compared
with that in other countries of western Europe.

Surface Resemblances

Finlend is a vast region of lakes, rivers, end marshes.
Its very name in the Finnish language, Suomi, means "swamp lend."
Lakes occupy 1l.73 per cent, swemps and peat surfaces 30.8 per
cent of the totel area of the country. (There are at least a
quarter lakes in Finland." See A. Hettner: Grundzuge der

| Landerkunde, Vol. 1, Europa, Liepzig, 1907, pp. 178-82.) These

figures are approximetions, for they do not include large arees
that are neither leke, swamp, nor peat bog, yet are very poorly
drained., A mep of Finland showing the wet lands indicates that
well over 75 per cent of the surface area may be catalogued

! under this heading. The surface of northeastern Minnesota is
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closely similar, In St. Louis County 5.6 percent of the sur-
face area is lake, and 29 percent swamp and peat land.

Finland has been completely glaciated. Excepting for

| & few small exposure of igneous rocks, the surface is entirely
. of drift material. Among the few outcrops Pre-Cambrian rocks
| predominate. Similarities with the Lake Superior region are

| suggested. The Finnish geologist Sederholm indicates the

possibility of stratigraphicel correlation. Both Finland and
Minnesota haeve boulder strewn surfaces and in their respective
localities present scenes that are almost identical. Prominent

| hills are uncommon; but the range of altitude in Finland is
| almost exactly the seme as that in St. Louis County. The land
| rises from about 250 feet close to the Baltic Coast, to 2,000

feet along the Russian boundary. In St. Louls County the range

| is from 600 feet above sea level at the shore of Leke Superior,
to 2,000-2,200 feet in the northern parts of the county.

The streams crossing Finland, like those in north-
gastern Minnesota, are relatively short but rapid. Minnesota

| has no such famous as the wonderful Imstra Fall; on the other

hand, the variety and frequency of small rapids and falls are
strikingly similar in the two countries.

Climetic Correspondence

The eclimetes likewise show correspondence, that of
Finlend being somewhat less extreme. The coldest and warmest

| months in Finland are February and August respectively, whereas

those in St. Louis County are Jenuary and July. In the former

| country in Jenuary the temperature renges from 6 degrees F, in

the north to 14-21 degrees F. in the south, whereas in the latter
region the range in Finland is from 56 degrees F. in the north
to 60 degrees F. in the south, while in St. Louis County it is

| from 64 degrees F. in the north to 66 degrees F. in the south.

County
Your ILtem Noe

Federal

There is, however, a great difference in lattitude between the
two regions. Finland extends from 60 degrees N. to 70 degrees

"N.; St. Louis“reaches from not quite 47 degrees N. to 48.5
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N. Finland tempered by the warm prevailing southwesterlies
blowing from the Gulf of Bothnia and the Baltie Sea shows &
very high temperature anomaly--at leest 10 degrees F. higher
than the normael for the 1at1tude--*He divergence being spec=
| ially great in winter., St. Louis County, in a continental
ares, is modified by the influence of a considerable body of
water only along the short Leke Superior shore line.

The precipitation in Finland averages from 12 inches
in the north to 27 inches in the south; in St. Louis County
it is much more uniform, averaging from 27 inches in the north
to 30 inches in the south. The amount of moisture falling as
snow, renges in Finland from 30 inches in the extreme northern
parts to 55 inches in the south, and in St. Louis County averages
from 50 to 55 inches. The annual distribution of the precipitation
mey be considered identieel in both places. The dates for the
| appearance and disappearance of both snow and ice are practically
' the same. February and March are the months of maximum snowfell.
Frost mey occur in any month of the year in the swamp areas of both
regione

|
l
5
|
|
|
f
|
[
1
|
|
|
i
|
|
|
|
I
|

Similarity of Flora

With similer soils and climetes one may look for a

similarity in native flora. The evergreens predominate in the

i northern parts, while the deciduous trees are most common in

| the southern portions. Pines, spruce, tamarack, mountain ash,

| birch, end aspen are the many varieties of trees, while the
species of trees are not in every instance the same, their
effect upon the landscape does not differ. The swamps lands

| in both countries are alike, excepting for the somewhat more
extensive lowlend type of swamp in Finlend., Peat is common to
both areas. The wild flowers ere strikingly similar, as witness

| the following description of & scene in Finland which will apply

| equally well to northeastern Minnesot: "I remember that meadow

| distinctly.....2 mass of giant bluebells, oxeye daisies, pink
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phlox, yello buttercups, end countless other varieties of
flowers all growing pell-mell in a choes of color." (6)

Agriculture

From 80 to 90 per cent of the people in all parts of
Finland are engaged in agriculture pursuits. The principel
crops in descending order of rank are oets, potatoes, rye, and
barley. Wheat is produced in minor guantities in the south-
west. Corn is said to be grown as e decorative plant in
gardens. Hay, mostly wild, is important, for it constitutes
the foundation of the dairying industry. Truck-garden products
are grown for immediate family use. All of these crops are
grown in northeastern Minnesota. Excepting hay, they are not
grown so largely, but that is only because of the relative new-
ness of the region.

T
|
!
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
{
|
i
|
|
[
|
|
|
|
i

In northern Finland the number of cattle is 500-1000
per 1,000 inhebitents; in southern Finland the number is not
gso large, but is still importent. Swine are notably few, es-
| pecielly in the north where their density is 0-10 per 1,000
inhabitents.

With respect to live stock Minnesota again resembles
Finland. Northeastern Minnesota is developing rapidly into a
dairy country. Swine are kept in decidedly larger numbers by
| the Finns in America then by those in Finland. Yet it may be
| noted that the Finns in St. Louis County keep fewer swine then
! do the farmers of other nationalities. This evidently is a
| reflection of conditions in their native land.

Industries and the Co-operative'Plan

The veriety of important industries in Finland is very
small, as might well be expected in a region where rew materials
are so limited and where agriculture offers practicaelly the only

| visible means of gaining & livelihood. Lumbering takes first
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rankﬁ. Sewmills are very numerous, expecially in the coastal

| distriets. Paper making renks second. Beyond these two

| industries it is not possible to rank any of consequence as
yet. St. Louis County differs only in having iron ore in
tremendous guentities and in the consequent development of

| the mining industry.

The Finns have much faith in co-operative establishments
| for the conduct of their effeirs, as is evidenced by the numerous
. co-operative creameries, co-operative general merchendise and
| grocery stores, co-operative savings benks, end other co-operative
institutions. In 1913 there were 2,167 co-operative societies in

| Finland with & total membership (7) of 196,000, Into north-

| eastern Minnesota co-operative institutions ere rapidly finding

| their way. While all varieties are not yet represented there
they mey be found in the Lake Superior region as a whole, In

' addition the co-operative hotel has grown to be a significent

| institution. [+%e.ss4.The very nemes of the Finnish people are
based upon netural features. A short list of the most common

| nemes with their English meening is worth giving: Lehti, "bay,";

| Koski, "waterfall;" Nuori "Mountain;" Harju, "ridge;" Hirvi
"moose;" Korpi, "swempy woodland;" Jarvi, "Jeke;" Murmi, "pasture;"
Joki, "river;" Niemi, "cape;" Saari, "islemnd;" Koivu, "birch;"
Kengas, "moore;" Hirsi ™timber;" Kentola, "stump land" These
nemes occur &s frequently emong the Finns as "Smith" and "Jones"
among Americans. Some estimates give 60 per cent as the prop-
ortion of Finnish nemes besed upon topogrephic features.

Music

The music of the Finns reflects their environment.
It is written largely in the minor key. Sadness, seriousness of
life's struggles, vain hope, and work, work, work, are the words
and expressions that pass through one's mind es one listens to
their melodies. Some of their folk songs, however, are quite

7. Hannes Gebhard: Co-operation in Finland, London, 1916.
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!cheerful. One is reminded of rapids end waterfalls separated
| by quiet reaches. The song is quite different from the

| heavily accented folk song of the Slavie peoples of southern
| Burope. It seems to be very decidedly influenced by the

| presence of the numerous swiftly-flowing streams of Finland.

! Kalevala

. essses Among the meny favorite trees of the Fimms,
| the graceful white-trunked birch is most admired, indeed one

|
)
I
!
i : » ]
i might almost say it is revered. Even in northeastern Minnesota
i
|
|
}
|

the Finn will stop before a beautiful group of nodding birches
to admire the clean white dress of bark end the spreading
branches that seem to bid him welcome. The Kalevala makes

| clear why his love for the birch is so enduring. The tree

| speake:

", ...I, alas. a helpless birch tree,
Dread the chenging of the seasons,

I must give my bark to others,

Lose my leaves and silken tassels.
Often come the Suomi children,

Peel my bark end drink my lifeblood;
Wicked shepherds in the sumer,

Come and steal my belt of silver,

Of my bark meke berry baskets,
Dishes make, and cups for drinking.
Oftentime the Northland maidens

Cut my tender limbs for birech brooms,
Bind my twigs and silver tassels
Into brooms to sweep their cabins;
Often have the Northland heroes
Chopped me into chips for burning;
Three times in the summer season,
In the pleasant days of spring time,
Foresters heve ground their ozes

On my silver trunk and branches

‘ Robbed me of my life for ages."
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The Finns in Northeastern Minnesota
(St. Louis County)

Yet men is the creature of his native enviromment,
however, ungrateful it may be. Its strong hold is exemplified

' here: given freedom end land the Finn in the United States
| will select an environment that reminds him of the home of his

fathers. From what has been depicted thus far we are led to

| the conelusion that the attrection of the Finn to northeastern
| Minnesota hes & geogrephical basis. It remains %o offer direct
{ evidence in confirmetion.

Interviews with Representative Finns

Sixty Finns, many of them heads of femilies, represent-
ing verious walks of life, have been interviewed by the writer.

| Some of these people were in a position to speek for hundreds
| of others end therefore their statements are representative of

large numbers. Further, employers of from just a few Finns to
upward of 1,500 have been interviewed. The discussion that
follows is a summary of the many opinions expressed by both
Finns end non-Finns, and may be accepted as unquestionably
reflecting reliable and eccurete points of view.

With no more then,exceptions, everyone volunteered
unquelifiedly some geographic element as the principal reason

i for either’the establishment of Fimnish colonies in north=-

eastern Minnesota, or for their persistence in spite of the

! adverse living conditions. Climate ranks first emong all the

reasons assigned, Of 42 interviews, 30 indicated climate as

| the prime cause for settlement in northern United States,

instead of centrel or southern, end 12 asserted that friends
were the influencing fector. Of these 12, all but two stated
as their reason for remaining in northeastern Mimnesota the

| similarity of the country to their homeland, bot in general

appearence and in climate. Agein emphasis is laid upon the

fact thet these 42 interviews are representative of the
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opinions of thousands of Fimns. A few guotations will be
significent. These are in reply to such questions as "Why
| did you come to St. Louis County?" "After your arrival and
| your observation of the rather unpromising conditions, why
| did you not go further south or return home?" "Why have you
| remained in these parts so long, when you have known of
| opportunities elsewhere?”

A clerk in charge of a Finnish co-operative in a

township populated by 59 Finns end their families replies:

{ "Mhe glimate is similar to that of Finland. The winters
here are somewhat less severe; the summers are & little

| warmer, but the days are shorter then in Finland." A student
and schoolteacher who has been in this country for ten years
and has experienced the struggle for existence says: "Some
ceme to work in the mines to make money, as my brother did,

| intending to return., But, like others, after a few years he
quit the minés end began farming, his natural occupation.
The similarity of this north country to Finlend caused those
who came before me to become enthusiastic and to send for

| their friends and relatives."” According to the County School

| Supervisor of Agriculture, & Finn whose father claims to be
one of the first two Finnish* settlers in St. Louis County,

| "even now they (Finns) will buy land here in preference to
taking up homesteeds elsewhere even when conditions for

| farming are easier," A Finnish farmer of long residence,

| well acquaintéd with farming conditions in other regions,

| states: "Hearing of greater opportunities to meke money else-

' where the Finns will not leave, for climate is the attraction

(*The neme should be traced. A.B.)
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here." "The Finns don't know how to choose land, for they
| select the stony and poorly drained lands seemingly in
| preference to the dry lands." This is the opinion of &
| Finn of meny years experience in St. Louis County. He sur-
| mised that since their experiences in Finlend hed been with
| such poor land these similarly appearing areas "made them
| feel at home."

Many referred to their love for the deep snow and

! their admiration for the besutiful glacial lakes set among

{ the dense evergreen forests. One who had seen much of the
United States says thet nowhere are the views so nearly like
those in Finlend as in the vieinity of Ely, in the northernm
part of St. Louis County. The myrieds of lakes, the boulder=
strewn inter-lske areas, the extensive woods of pines and
birches are "just like home"....

The Finn as Settler and Citizen

Perseverance, doggedness, tenacity of purpose, end
endurance charecterize the Finn., These qualities oftentimes
develop into extreme, even detrimental stubbornness. He hes
a strong desire for independence, an ambition to own a bit of
land end to free himself from all "bondage." His fondness
for the land is obviously the result of the centuries of in-
fluence of his native environments, but his zeal for the
etteinment of independence to the extent even of complete
isoletion, seems to have resulted from the long period of
political oppression.

The Finn is frequently stolid and phlegmatic until
opposed by some one or some idea mnot to his liking, when he
becomes thoroughly aroused. Among the lumberjacks end miners
this spirit has often led to serious disruptions end sometimes
even murder. However, it would be on to the Finns as a whole
to imply thet this is as common & characteristic as 1is their attitude
of suspicione.
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The Finn's suspicion is difficult to explain. It is

la most unfortunate charecteristic. Either tribal reids of ancient
|times or comparative isolation on the scattered farms of Finland
lis the cause. The latter seems very plausible, for where there
!is isolation and little opportunity for self protection a

| stranger will necessarlly be under suspicion until he proves

lhis good will, However, the idea of fear is not to be associated

|lwith Finns, for few people are as courageous.
Educational Aspirations

vevsHe is an enthusiastic reader. There is said to be
lless illiteracy in Finland than in eny other country. According
|to the census statistics for 1910 of persons of 156 years of age
| end above only 9 per 1,000 are illiterate (unable to read). In
Minnesote the Finn demonstretes his desire for mental growth

' by the attendance of his children in the public school. "The
'Finns demend schools no matter how remote they may be. The

| daily attendence record of their children is very high," says the
St. Louis County Superintendent of Schools. In & town on the
Mesabi Range, Minnesota, where the Finn constitutes only about
one=tenth of the total population, the Superintendent of Schools
| report thet "he is the backbone of the night school. Out of a

| total attendence of 900 over 500 were Finnseteeee

|
|
i

! Further evidence of educational aspirations is furnish-

i ed by the extent of the Finnish press in the United States. In-
!cluding four yearbooks, one mey county 29 periodical publications.
. Of these, seven are Soecialistic, one is en organ of the l.W.W.

| and the rest liberal. The total circulation of these publications
lis as follows: Socialist 29,000, I.W.W, 3,500, liberal 59,000,
yearbooks 20,000, This gives & grand total of 115,500, These

| figures do not all represent different individuals who read these
| periodicals, for some subscribe %o several of them. A single
isubscription, however, mey reach meny individuels: one must

take into consideration not only the several members of & usually

x
| large femily, but also the fact that many Finns live in a
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community houses (co-operative hotels) end take adventage of
the co=-operative subscriptione ¢« « « o &

Health and Hygiene

Strengely, the appetite for learning and the high
| state of intelligence smong the Finns heve not served to im-
| prove all their hygienic enviromment. In general all the
| home end business establishments which were visited were ime
| meculetely clean. This was found to be so, however, humble
| the home; but, with only & few exceptions, proper ventilation
was lacking. This is proving the death knell of meny a worthy
| Finn, for it is courting successfully the spread of tuberculear
| diseeses. Furthermore the belief is still commeon among many
of the older Finns that diseases ere not contagious and that
the contraction of & disease is the will of God. A similer
| apathy towards ventiletion is shown in the menagement of their
| barns. Diseases _among their liveqﬁogk‘aﬂg 3}1.§09tcommon. rAve.
Mo paiadl elins B TR AR ey fodfan T

P ¢~u*ﬁmin fhe north of Finland it is bitterly cold in
winter, end fuel, excepting wood, is scarce. The atmosphere
is humid, end the sensible temperature is therefore quite low.
Under these circumstences, conservation of heet as & matter of
| economy hes undoubtedly led to the sealing of the log cebin
windows end doors. Isoletion from medicel help has readily
| esteblished credence in the theory that disease is not communic-
| able and is incureable if the Finnish bath does not prove
effective. The feith of centuries camnot be broken in a single
| generation, end feilure on the part of the immigrent to reform
| at once can be understoods « « o

The Bath

The bathhouse is the "sign of the Fimn." It is one
of the first of the many buildings to be erected upon his farm.
Figure 17 is & photography of & stone in & bethhouse. Thet the
house is dark is well attested by the picture. Gleciel boulders
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gathered about the farm are piled up so as to leave & low oven-
like spece at the base, extending well back under the rockse

|A fire is built in this stove and ellowed to burn only until’
heat has penetrated every stone. Buckets of cold water are then
!thrown upon the stone, and a vast cloud of partially condensed
| steem fills the small room. Occesionally a single special vent
| in the roof allows the smoke and excess steem to escape. But

| more often the cracks in the wells end ceilings end the space
eround the door cesement perform the seme function. When the
latter is the case the uninitieted might suppose the bathhouse
| to be afire. The neighborhood knows when a Finn baths, for

| the smoke end clouds issuing from ell sides of the bathhcuse

| are en index to what is happening within, Several pletforms

| at varying heights around the room allow of & certain adjust-

?ment to the degree of heat. The bather beats himself with

& bunch of birch or aspen leaves. After about ten to twenty

| minutes in the steem bath he retires to a small edjoining room

| where he dashes cold water upon himself. He then drys himself
and runs to his house where he dresses. In winter he may roll
in the snow before returning to dress. For nearly all ailments
the Finn epplies one of these vapor baths. His training from
childhood enables him to endure its rigors, end hence benefits
he derives are large. His faith in it are unbounded.

The Finnish bath intrcduces en element in the survivel
i of the fittest, for babies are subjected to it. The infant
| mortality is very high. Were it not for the anti=ventiletion
| sentiment emong so meny Finns their heelth would undoubtedly
' rank first among the pecples of the earth. Those of them who
| do observe the modern principles are rerely ill.

Whole femilies very frequently bathe at the seme time.
The house is lerge enough to accommodete from eight to ten
people if necessary., Herein is undoubtedly one of the basic
reasons for the high morel plane of the Finn. Members of both
| sexes, beginning with childhood, ere educated in the form of
the humen body end, thereby, that ignorence in later lifle which
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so often mccounts for sexual immorelity is at once discounted.
The Finn as & Worker

Reference has been made to the excellence of the Fimn
as & worker. An employer of large numbers of Fimns says: "We
find thet a great meny of the Fimmns are very good men in every
way; not only are they sober and steady, but they remain at
their work for a period of years., These belong more often to

the Temperance cless"s « o «

esesssssThe political aspect of the Socislist versus the
Progressive party movement perheps should receive no attention
in a geographic discussion. Yet, the recent introduction of
| Socielism has influenced these people so strongly that it cannot
i properly be passed without some consideration. The question heas
| often been asked, "why should the principles of Socielism have
| found such fertile soil among the Finns?" Nearly 40 per cent of
the population of Finlend end perhaps 26 per cent of Finns in
America now belong to the Socialist party. Most of the letter
are settled in the mining distriets. . . . + In Minnesota, where
the Finn labors in e lumber camp hardly fit for humen habitation,
he soon develops en entipathy toward employers thet is not easy
' to counteract. He then becomes & fit subject for conversions
by egitators of the redical type and is easily won over., In
{ striking contrast, however, is his ettitude after he has est-
| ablished himself upon the land and hes had an opportunity to ex-
| perience the privilege of independence, even with hard work. . .
eeeeeesConsidering the Finns virtues and end his defects
and the fundementel fects of his evolution within a well-defined
| environment, there is no doubt in the mind of the writer that
in the Finnish immigrant lies en essurance for the agricultural
development of northern Minnesota. All his imperfections are
not of his own meking end can be corrected under proper influences.
In the main, his life, his habits, and his customs have been shaped
by certein unmistakeble geographic conditiocns. These conditions are

-
|
T
l
i
|
|
1
|
1
!
|
!
|
[
|
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|[reproduced in northeestern Minnesote. The region has attracted
lhim by reason of its generel physical resemblance to his home-
l1and, end thus fer he has met with a degree of success in it
iwhich no other nationelity hes known. These facts should be
:recognized thet they mey be made availeble in the upbuilding

| of this part of our country.

|
!
)
|
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Add these paragraphss

Page 202, preceding first sentence:

ese In the Kalevala reference is made to the burning
of the forest that the ashes mey enrich the soil{burn—beating ]:

Hark! the titmouse wildly crying,
From the aspen, words as follows$
"Ogma's barley will not flourish,
Not the barley of Wainola,

If the soil be not madeyready,

If the forest be not leveled,
And the branches burned to ashes,

A femiliar picture of the Finnigh landscape is
in the farewell song of Poligola, daughter of the Rainbow:

Send to all mg farewell grettings,

To the fields, and groves, and berries;
Greet the meadows with their daisies,
Greet the borders with their fences,
Greet the lakelets with their iglands,
Greet the streamg with trout digporting,
Greet the hills with stately pine trees,
And the valleys with their Birches.
Fare ye well, ye streams and lakelets,
Fertile fields and shores of ocean,

All ye aspens on the mountains,

All ye lindens of the valleys,

All ye beantiful stone lindens,

All ye shade trees by the cottage,

All ye junipers and willows,

All ye shrubs with berries laden,
Waving grass and fields of barley,

Armg of elms, and osks, and alders,

Fare ye well, dear seenes of childhood,
Hgppiness of days departed. *

*Kslevela: Epic Poemf of Finland, translated by
J.M. Crawford, Cincinnati, 1888, passage from Rune XXIV, "The Bride's
Farewell."

Page 212, following second paragraph:
class
e+.--t0 the Temperance class." The temperance consists of the non=Socialists.
Employers state that about 25 years ago the honegty of the immigrant Finn
wes never questioned. Todsy this statement does not appear to be generally
true, especially in the lumber camps. The change has been attributed to
the spread of radical Socislism among them.




POLITICAL PARTIES

Politicelly, the Finns mey be grouped into two classes,
the Socialists, and the Temperance or Progressive party. Phe Socialists
are subdivided into two classes, the Reds and the Yellows, The Reds
are the more radicasl, and advocate force, if necessary, to accomplish an
end; the Yellows opvose force and foster legislation as the best means
of accomplishing a purpose. Some of the radicals have helped swell the
ranks of the I. W. W, Socialism is growing rapidly, although the Pro-
gagsive party says the days of the Socialists are numbered. The conserve
ative Socialists credit themselves with 211 real progress attributed to
the Finns. The Progressive class disagrees, crediting them only with
the organization of modern athletic clubs and community opera houses,




The Outloolk ¥ - Aug 18,1900

65
?.:913 o b Libys Apr.G,lQﬁQ ®

(Pimnish Study)

"feasons for Bmigration of the Fims,"
(Rditorial )

"The amouncerent that one steamship lone alone has agreed
to bring over fifey five thousand Fimmigh peasant to Aperioa this
yoor ealls remowed attention to the reasons for such emlgration.
Tash yoar fiftesn Shousand Fimms left thelr own comtry for other
landsy this year the muwber will be many times greater. Finland
is said Yo have about twenby-flve mdred thousand ivhebitants.

Ho other region wo far morth 1s as intelligently tilled; slovon-
twelfths of the population ave agriculturists, and for tholr in-
sbruckion in the best methods of farming the Timnish Govermment
has supporbed a dozen schools, During the past two years, how-
ever, these agriculturists have suffered from urmsusl cold and
widespread floods, ruining mueh of their rye crop, the rain bread-
ﬂ:uff of the land = a disaster which, however, would nct have
eaused rch, if any, emigmations The reel yeason iz found in the
fact that last year the young Czay gave the lie to the solerm

A, Baclomn
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Bugration -Rensons
assurances which his ancestors had remewed since 1803, when
Mexander I. westod Finland from Sweden and ¢onfirmed the Fimnas
in all sonstibubiomal rights and privileges which they had before
enjoyed, the only change being that of sugerainty from Sweden to
Russia, On their part the Fluis bave wnswervingly lept the pledge,
in retuwrn for which they enjoyed leoal self-govermuent, and the
Puler of all the Tussies has beon safer in the streets of
Ielsingfors then in those of 5%, Petersburg. Thero have been ale-
nost countless conspiracies in Ruasia since 1808; there never has
been one in Finlamd, It msy be that the desive of Néeholas II.
to Pugsisnise Finland was due 4o the very virtue and wbility of
Yhe Finns themselves. It is well %o lmow that thore are no better
sailors than the Pinng; they hawe long mamed the Imperial Russian
Navy. In his desire o strengbhen the Russisn army, the Sgar
mist have wished %o eompel his Pinnish muibjects te gerve. The
disaster o Finlend vould have been oniy lmlf as great has the

Ozax stopped there. 0o vesolved upon a complete Russienisation,
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Blantion v Seagonn .
When the separate organization of the Fimmish arumy was seen Yo
be a thing of the pact, he ordered Russisn offiecors to displace
Pianisgh in the orgenisation of local affairs, Following this,
Pinnish postuge stamps and even the Fimmish flag went by the
boards licholas ¥Y, mot only refused to receive the indignant
appenl simed in o fortuight, by half o i1ion of his Finnish
gubjoets, bub orowied his acbes of oppression by layving an
auboeratio hand upon the Fimmish sshools, by far the best schools
in Fussia, and, Indeed, among the beost in sll Purove. The Csar
ordered the Musaisn lanpuage to be sxvlusively used in those
schocls, and furthormore proclaimed as seditious half the studies
which hed hitberbo been purawed. Tho Firms, Tutheren in religien,
now saw thopselves also meneeced by a (reek Catholie proselytizing
erusede sugresting Spenlsh mothods. These things eould heve but
one yesults Comprebendlng the vanity of resistamce to superior
foree, meny decided Ueo leave Finland, They have dome so in a year

whon Russla has rung with demmeiations of other oppressorst

A. Dacloen
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Fmigration - Reasons

W e e e vl w e s wESe s e S

The enly advantage o the world seems %o be In the additlon %o

the population of the United States and Canads of a particularly

hepdeworicing, enberpriaing, woll-sducabed, aad urifty people.

]

Would that all our Lammigrants wore equally desirable,”
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"Finns in the United Stabes."
(Editorial)

EBarly advent of the Fimns.--

There are between 300=400 thousand Fimms in the United
States, Some of the earliest iLumigrants and some 3f the later
were born in northern sections of Norway and of Sweden, whore
there has been for a long time & econsiderable Fimmish popula=
tion. This explains why the first Fimms Yo eome to this coun-
try ascompanied a settlerts group of Swedes who made domicile
in what is now the State of Delaware, in the year 1627, The
second party of Fimns adventured hither in 1657 and the third,
between 1642 and 1644, All thegse Fimms made their home in
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and southern New York, These Fimms
soon became landed proprietors, and no less a personapge than
William Pexm engaped with them in reat-estate dealings, TFe
bought land from them and has left written testimony to the
cleanliness of their home life, thelir large families, and their

A, Baclman
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Farly Advent

e Ve e

hard-working habita, The fact that in neerly all Finnigh famis
lies there were from ten to twenty ehildren was impressively
noted by Wn, Fem, They quieckly smerged with their neighbors,

because they made it thelr business to learn the English language
and American ways.

Why the Finns Emigrated.- The I'inns came here because
at the close of the Thirbty years'! War in Durope, Sweden seased
to be a great Nuropean Power, As obther nations, so also the
Swedes sought to establish coleonles in the new Land of Promise
of Amorica ¢ This ensouraged the Fimms in the same aspiration,
Imowing that the Fimms, 1like themselves were haddy and thrifty -

the real maberial for pilomesring. ee..ess Boetwoen 1830 and 1850

another tide of Fimms was drewn toward this conmtinent, They
wore bound for Alesia, Alaske, it will be recalled then belonge
ed to Russia, whioch empire ceded it to the United States in 1867,
At the period above mentioned the govermor of Alasks, by appointe

mont of the Russien Government, was & Finn, Xnowing the physical

A, Backman
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Barly Advent

fiber and the apirit of his eountrymen, he urged the Fimma %o
gettle in a new field of opportunity, where the climate would
fovor them, being similar to that of their homeland. As fisher-
men, hunters, and foresters in the Sithka distriot the Fimmish

immigrants greatly prospered, Naturelly, a mmber of Finnish

ministers acoompanied or followed them to Alaska. One, the
late Rev, Cypnoeus, later becare famous as the founder of the
public=-school systom in Finland, which, ascording to Fimmish
authorities, is seoond only e that of the United Stetes, These
informants tell us that the Rev, Mr, Cygnasus undoubbtedly imbibed
many of his educationel ideas in the United States, through which
he traveled extonsively. s:essssee

Location of the Fims.- To & certain exbent the Fims
oochere in colonies, The lergest nuiber of them 1is reported in
the northern part of Michigan, in Minnesota, and in Noxbh and
South Dakota, in whioch States they are chiefly engaged in agrie-

oultural pursuibs.: sseese If wo look for them in eities we find

A, Backman
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the largest mmber, 4,000, in Chicage amd 2,000 in Cloveland,
Most of our Fimnish population is loeated inland, and of it from
75 to 80 per cemb. im engaged in agriculture,

How the Bimns Get Alonge= :essvessse

They hold the esboem of their fellow citizens, we are told, and
they have an alert inbterest in politiecs. There are no persons

of Fimish desoent in Congress now, bub not a few are Ho be
encountered in the State leglslatures of Mimmesota, the Dakotas,
Viyoming, and Oregon. Judged politically, we are advised, the Finns
may be classified with one or anothor of the partios or rank as
independents, A minority affiliates with the Soeialist parbtyeecses
The Fimnish Bureau of Informmbtion is our authority for saying

that American Finns and Fimns at home in the wast majority uttere
ly abhor the doctrines and practicos of Bolshovisrie eceecsee,

Wherever there are inns there are the so=-called Ta__n_zggmnoe §‘9_-

oleties, and the supreme organization 4o which most local societe

ies belang is the Nabional Tempersnce leagu®. csseee. Helpful
toward its aim is the Fimnish press in the United States, repre-

A, Baokmen
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Early Advent

sented by five dailies and about twenby weelly and monthly

publicationse

*(Emphasis, Lib, Digs)




Duluth, Minnesota
Clayton A. Videen
June 13, 1939
The New Republie, pp. 108-109; September 2, 1916
Vols 8, No. 963 no dateline
| Duluth Public Library; May 31, 1939:
Item #4

"The strike of iron miners employed by the Steel Corporation in
northern Minnesota was one of those spontaneous walkings-out of unorganized
men which leave the managers and the commnity a trifle dazed,

"The Mesaba renge is e high plateau rumning back from Lake Superior
for one hundred miles or more, with rich bodies of iron ore for its whole
length and ten miles of its width., It is a pleasant, open, sun-lit land,
in spite of its long, rigorous winters end its great expenses of brush and
stump land, denuded by the timbermen of the forests that still thrive to the
north., When the Steel Corporetion acquired title to the richest deposits,
built modern docks at Duluth, seventy miles to the south and east, and created
a great fleet of ore carriers, the Mesaba renge become at once the most impor=
tant iron-mining district on the continent eand the chief support of Duluth's
hope of becoming a big industrial eity.

"on the renge this winter and spring the Steel Corporation, through
its subsidiary, the Oliver Iron Mining Company, had twice increased the wages
of laborers employed in the open~pit mines, each time by ten per cent, as in
the Pittsburgh district, and-at the time of the strike in June they were receiv-
ing $2.60 for ten hours' work. With six days' work a week for every week in

(agreed 7)
the year, they would have earned a little less than the amount/upon by all
governmental and private authorities as the minimum on which a family can be
supported in decency end health. But the winters are long and hard, and the

open~-pit laborers lose many a shif't when work closes down and they are compel-

led to leave their families for a winter in the distent lumber ceups.

"nderground, where a majority of the men are employed, a peculiar

piece-work system of payments preveiled. Each miner was assigned to a stope
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or chember by the mine captain, or foreman, and his rate per ton was then fixed

by the mine authorities according to the softness of the ore, These rates were

fixed weekly or bi-weekly, according to the mine, and the miner was neither
eonsulted nor informed concerning his rate until the end of the month, when he
received his pays, If a miner's tonnage for the week ran up to a figure that
yielded wages disproportionately high, the rate was out. Sometimes, when a
miner sbruck hard ore, it would be at least a week before his rate was inoreas-
ed, and in the meentime he worked for as little as fifty cents a day. In one
of the best of the mines, the company payroll showed a range of wages from
$1.21 o $4.90, The men earning $1.21 this week might earn §3 or $4 the next.

A miner never knew, until the end of the month, what his income would be for

that month, The company claimed an average wage of $3.40 per day at this mine.

Yet the men were even then on strike for a flat rate of §3 per day in dry places
and $3.50 in wet places.

"This piece-rate system, with every factor in production fluctuating
and uncertain and requiring constently the exercise by the bosses of a discre-
tion thet the miners were not permitted to question, was frankly a speeding-up

device, designed to prevent 'Soldiering.' If a miner complained of his cheque,

he was told to work harder., Wo system was ever devised more certain to create

friction by encouraging favoritism and curruption on the part of petty bosses,
or, when these did not exist, by leaving in the mind of the miner a smoldering
sugpicion that he was the vietim of discrimination.

"Without an organization, with no mine committee to speek for him,
the Austrien or Italian miner was helpless to make effective protest against
actual abuses, or to satisfy himself that the suspected abuses did not exist.
Today Mr, Davies and Mr, Fairley, the federal mediators on the ground, have in
their possession an imposing stack of affidavits alleging to extortion of bribes
by mine bosses, bribes that took many forms from the buying of drinks to the

buying of lottery tickets, or the paying of direet bribes at the rate of $5 or
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$10 a month for 'easy ground.!

"When the strike begen at an independent mine where oconditions were
particularly bad, it spread rapidly across the length of the range. Estimates
of the number of men out vary from the 20,000 claimed by the I.W.W. leaders
to the 15,000 estimated by Mayor of Virginia in his telegram to the Department
of Labor, and the claims of the company offiociels that only a few thousend
were out. The Western Federation of Miners had no agents in the field. It
was even then undergoing reorganization and prepering to forget a past marked
by dissensions and failures, even changing its name as a part of this process
%o the 'International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers.! So the only

orgenizetion of the American Federation of Labor having jurisdiction in the

metal mines could offer no aid. But in every large group of unorganized

foreign-born workers are men who have espoused the doctrines and given their
allegience to the I, W,W, An appeal to William D. Haywood met ready response.
Carlo Tresca, Sam Scarlet, Frank Little, and others responded. But the strike
was not a week old before the permanent force of Oliver private police had
been augmented by a swarm of guards, recruited from Duluth, St. Paul,
Minneapolis, anywhere where men could be found willing to go to the range,
strep on guns, grasp riot sticks, pin deputy sherriffs' badges on their shirts,
end go forth to attack picket lines, menace strikers' parades, and brow-beat
strikers wherever they should be met, singly or alone. Sheriff Meining, of
Duluth, told me he had deputized 'over a thousand! of these men, and he admit-
ted cheerfully that except for the comparstively few appointed personally by
him, he had ettempted no investigation of the character of the men thus armed with
firearms and public authority. uayor Power of Hibbing intercepted a letter
sent with two toughs to a mine superintendent by Chief of Police MeKercher of
Duluth, in which MoRercher asked that he be mnotified if the two worthies did

not do their work satisfactorily, as 'I have something on them.!




"The reign of frightfulness, inaugursted by this army of privately-
paid thugs is beyond belief by those unaware, through personal experience, of
the methods of American industrial absolubism in crushing a revolt. Strikers
were beaten end thrown into jeil on trumped-up charges or no charges at all,
Women and babies followed them into prison cells. A striker was shot and killed
while on the picket line several blocks from the nearest company property, a
notorious character named Niek Dillon, a private mine guard deputized by the
sheriff, stormed into a minerts home to arrest him on a charge of selling liquor
illegally. Dillon and the depubies with him carried guns in their hands, as
they strode into the house without kmocking end confronted the striker surround-
ed by his family and a few boarders. A general melee followed. A peddler
who was calling at the house was shot and killed. One of the boarders was
shot twice through the thighs, A deputy sheriff was killed. Many miles awey,
at Virginia, Carlo Tresca and five other I. W. W, organizers were taken from
their hotel at three in the morning, manacled, and placed on a train for
Duluth, where they are now awaiting triel for mrder in the first degree. The
c¢laim is made that their speeches had induced the killing. The striker, his
wife end two of his boarders are in jail on the same charge.

"The I.W.W., left without leaders on the range, promptly sent

Elizebeth Gurley Flynn and Joseph J. Ebtor, both active at Lawrence and Patter-

son. Miss Flynn remained in hiding for several days. Then the coming of outside
investigators gave pause to the license of the gunmen, and today she and Ettor
are unmolested. While the federal mediators remain, the Steel Corporation
apparently will modify its methods,

"It is too early to judge the effect of the present stirike. Certain-
ly the Federal investigators, now completing their investigation, will be able
to present to the managers s bill of grievances, a record of specific abuses,
that no decent men could ignore. There are sure to be iﬁprovements. And the

company hes suffered too severely to court a repetition of last summer's exper-
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jence. Stock piles have been exhausted and the engineering plan of many an

open pit has been spoiled as the steam shovels gouged out the ore wherever it
could be had most easily and quickly. Best of all, public opinion on the
renge and throughout Minmesota has been arocused, and there 1s a possibility
of & strong organization of miners at an early date. Governmor Burnquist, who
authorized loeal officials to go the limit in beating down the miners, no
longer finds it easy to defend his mction. Other officials at Duluth and in
St. Louis County may, at the next election, learn that public authority cammnot
be used brutally and recklessly of the side of the oppressors in a struggle
against industrial tyranny."

The article is signed by George P, West,

The Literary Digest, PP, 732=733; September 23, 1916
Vol. 53, Noe. 13, Whole Number 1379; no dateline
Duluth Public Library; May 31, 1939
Item #5

"In a season of great industrial unrest, a strike affecting thou-
sands of people and characterized by shootings, murders, and wholesale arrests,
a bitter contest in which Industrial Workers of the World have been arrayed
against the United Stetes Steel Corporation, has been waged since June 3 in the
most important iron-mining distriect of the country without ettracting more than
passing attention from the daily press... The strike of the iron-miners in
the Mesaba Range of Northern Minnesota has been described as 'one of those
spontaneous walkings-out of unorganized men which leave the managers and a com-
mnity a trifle dazed.' The employers, on the other hand, have maintained that
the strike was not at all spontaneous, but was stirred up entirely from the
outside by agitators of the Industrial Workers of the World., Well-known I. W. W,
names have, indeed, been conspicuous in the news from Mesaba, and one of
William D, Haywood's calls for relief funds for the strikers opened with this

belligerent sentence: 'War has been declared ageainst the Steel Trust and the

independent mining companies of Minnesota by the Industrial Workers of the
World.?
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"....The largest operator in %he Mesaba Range is the Qliver Mining
Company, a subsidiary of the 'Steel Trust.! The strike acbually began last
June in a small independent mine. It spread all over the range till some
15,000 miners were affected, in great part employed by the Oliver Company....
The miners...were employed in two ways--The open-pit workers and the non-mining
underground workers by the day, and the underground miners by a piece-work
arrvangement knowm as the conmtract system. Now the Oliver Company's open-pit
miners had had their pay increased in February and again in May, bringing it
up to $2.60. The company alleges that the wages of the contract system miners

were raised proportionately.... The miners objected to the contract system

as practiced on the Mesaba Range because it makes wages uncertain and leads do

'‘much petty graft and unjust disorimination on the part of the shift bosses
end captains.! Hence the workers have made these demands: '§$2.75 a day for
open=pit mining; $3 a day for underground mining, dry work; $3.50 a day for
underground mining, wet work; an eight-hour day; pay twice ;a. months abolition
of the conbtract system.!?

"1The company maintains that the strike, in so far as it is affect-
ed, is not a spontaneous strike of the employees, but that it has been stirred
up entirely from the outside by Workers of the World egitators.... They main-
" tain that it has been menaged exclusively by the Industrial Workers of the
World leaders, with whom the corporation positively refuses to deal.!

"The company believes the men are well paid, and thinks the con-
tract system necessary because of the varying nature of the work and because
of the difficulty of supervising men working underground.™

The news story continues with stabtements for and against the mining
companies' "gunmen." Three or four paragraphs are devoted o George P, West's
report, which has been submitted in these notes in its enbireby and referred

to several times since. Because these parbticular phases of the strike have

been thoroughly covered, I feel that it is a waste of time to go over them
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again.~---CAV

The Survey, PP. 703-709; September 7, 1912
Vol. 28, No. 233 no dateline

Duluth Public Library; June 1 and 5, 1939
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The following arbicle, written in 1912, has no direct bearing on
the strikes on the Mesabi Range, but it may be useful in the Social-Ebhnie
study because it deals chiefly with the immigrents in Northern Minnesoba.
Since the immigrant population is so large on the Mesabi and Vermilion ranges,
the article ought to provide part of the background for the study.

The neme of the article is "Immigrant Life in the Ore Region of
Northern Minnesota," by "Le Roy Hodges, special agent and geographer, former
United States Immigration Commission; former Commissioner of Immigration the
Southern Commercial Congress.™ The story is illustrated, a pioture of a
Finnish miner's shack and s company cottage being among the most interesting.

The story follows:

"orth of Duluth there is a region where the falling rains and melt-
ing snows on one hill drain northward o the ice wastes of the Arctic Ocean.
The waters on the second hill pass down to the Great Lakes, plunge over Niagara,
and rush through the St. Lawrence into the gray, storm-tossed Atlantle. Pro-
vidence has also decreed that the more favored waters of this place shall fall
on a third hill and flow southward into the Majestio Mississippi, traverse the
heart of the southland, and emter inbo the blue, sparkling depths of the Gulf

of Mexicos

"Great wastes of land stretch for miles covered only with the charred,

blackened stumps of a once magnificent pine forest. Yewming chasms, in all
their ugly nakedness, mark the spots where man has discovered the removed or is
now at work removing the treasures of the hills which nature so carefully stor-

od awaye




"The babel of more than thirty different alien tongues mingles with
the roar of mine blasts and the orash and clank of machinery. Here side by side
work Finns, Swedes, Montenegrins, South Italians, English, Irish, Bohemians,
Frenchmen, Hollanders, Syrians, Belgians, Croatians, Danes, Russians, Magyars,
Bulgarians, Germans, Greeks, Scotchmen, Welshmen, Dalmatians, Norwegians, and
Servians,

"More than 22,000,000 tons of iron ore are produced here anmually,
giving employment to about 15,000 men. Nearly 2,000,000 tons a year of the
hard hematite ores are dug from the surface of the earth with as little diffi-
culty as though they were the common sands of the sea.

"Embedded in these rock strewn hills lie the wealth and power of
the American steel industry. Here is the home of thirty great iron mining com-

paniese Mancan lay back a few feet of top soil and load, with steam driven

shovels, an almost pure ore into the cars of waiting trains. It is an Eldorado

where iron bakes the place of goldl

"This region is divided geologically into two districts, or ranges
as they are popularly called, known respectively as the Vermillion and the
Mesabi.

"The Vermillion, the oldest of the two ranges, was explored and
recognized as an iron bearing district as early as the late forties, but was
not developed to any extent until 1880 when the locating of large deposits of
iron ore caused a stampede. The majority of the new settlers came from the
iron ranges of Michigan to seek employment. In 1882 the towm of Tower, the
first permanent mining camp in Minnesota, was established. A mining company
was soon organized which has since been merged into a controlling iron-mining
end steel-manufacturing interest which now owns and operates all mining proper-

ties on the range,




"The records of a Roman Catholic church built in 1884 show that in
that year the congregation was composed of thirty families of Irish, German,
Italians, end French-Canadians: 120 souls, forty-five of them single, most of
them from the Michigen ranges.

"Systematic operations in the Mesabi Range were begun in 1890, thirty
years after the ore was discovered, The most important find was that of an ex-
ploration party from Duluth which struck a rich deposit of iron at what is now
the Mountain Iron mine,

"pfter the first discoveries of the vast ore wealth of the Mesabi
were made, towns and railroads were built and a steady immigration from the
Vermillion and the older ranges of lfichigan set in. By the fall of 1892 the
first shipments of ore went from the Mountain Iron Mine.

"The production of ore on the whole range in 1892 amounted to only
4,245 tons, Today the Mesabi, with its annual production of more than 20,000,
000 tons of high grade ore, is the greatest iron producing region in the world.

"The same company which owns the Vermillion properties controls and
operates about two-thirds of the mines on the Mesabi, employing three=-fourths
of the men working in the industry. More than thirty other importent concerns

also own properties on the range. The centers of production are the towns of

Hibbing and Virginia, and after tham Chisholm, Eveleth, Coleraine, Nashwauk,

Bovey, and Biwabik.

"About 1900, to the original inhabitants--Finns, Slovenians,
Scandinavians, Irish, north Italians, Carnishmen, and native Americans--were
added in the influx direct from Europe of Bohemians, South Italians, Bulgarians,
Servians, Croetians, Montenegrins, and other South and East Europeans who now
make up the unskilled element required in the development of the mines., At
present the Finns and Slovenians greatly outnumber all other races, and about

77 per cent of the total population is composed of aliens,




"Underground mining is employed exclusively on the Vermillion Range
where some of the shafts have been sunk more than a thousand feet. On the
Mesabi are found the great 'open pit' mines which have made the region famous.
These mines are operated chiefly with steam shovels, but a few employ what is
Imown as the milling process.

"Mining in open surface cuts, or under the 'open pit! system, con-
sists in simply removing with steam shovels the glacial drift or overburden,
composed of clay, boulders, sand or low grade ore, which covers the deposits
from a depth of from two to eighty feet at an average of between twenty and

forty feet, The ore is then loaded by the same means into standard-gauge cars.

"The Mesabi ores are soft, with a texture varying from a fine flue

dust to a coarse, granular ore which requires little blasting to enable the
steam shovels to remove it from its bed. A few of the mining companies have
taken advantage of this soft character of the ore and have employed the
'milling' process.

"By this method a shaf't is sunk on the edge of the ore body from
which a tunnel is run under the ore and connected with a vertical, fummel-
shaped hole made from the surface through which the ore is milled down into
tram cars at the tumnel opening, The tram cars are then run out to the botbtom
of the shaft and the ore dumped into skids, or elevators, and raised to a tipple
on the surface, From here the ors is loaded into railroad cars for shipment.
The milling process thus employs some of the features of both the open pit and
the underground methods of mining.

"ihen methods of mining are taken into econsideration, the number of
accidents, both fatal and non-fatal, have been abnormally high throughout this
region, fatal accidents being very nearly as frequent as in bituminous coal
mining distriets. The Vermillion mines are deep for ore workings, but are free

from dangers of gas explosions. The earth formations on this range permit
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mich freedom in sinking shafts and running cross cuts for there are no very

great difficulties to be overcome in preventing caving or strata displacement.

On the Mesabi, explosives are used chiefly in the open mines and can not be
considered en especially dangerous element in the mining operations. lfine
fires and floods are rare, and can be quickly controlled.

"During the seasons of the year when lake transportation is open the
demand for labor greatly exceeds the supply, and the mining companies make
sweeping concessions in order to keep their pay rolls full. Unskilled labor
from the South and East Burope is imported and mine discipline has been made as
lax as possible, in order to keep the men satisfied after they are secured,
This practice, the absence of both state and federal laws compelling the ocom-
pany to employ only trained and experienced miners in the responsible and
dangerous occupations, the inability of the majority of the operatives to
spesk English and understend the rules of the mines and the orders given them,
and the recklessness and rank carelessness of a number of them, no doubt ac-
count for the appalling annual accident rate.

"As the lake transporbation lines are tied up during winter, this
season is slack in the mines. (n account of its open pit system of mining
the Mesabi is more seriously affected by winter weather than the Vermillion.
The mines on the labtter range, all being underground, can be operated even in the
most severe weather, the ore being 'stock piled! at the surface and held for
shipment during the summer., If the demand for ore is active, employment can
be secured on the Vermillion range the whole year round, which is not the case
on the Mesabi.

"Under normal conditions, during the shipping season, ten-hour
periods for both day and night shif'ts are worked on the two ranges. No regu=-
lar Sunday work is ocarried on except that of repairing, eleaning and track

laying which is done in a day shift of from six to eight hours,




"Wages average from $12.50 per week to $20 and over. More than 90
per cent of the Poles, Slovenians and Finns earm under $15 a week, while only
a very few of the native Americans, English, Irish, Germans, Scandinavians,
and other races from northern Europe earn under this amount. Wage payments
ero made monthly in ourrency by all the more important companies., Gold and
silver coins are principally used. There are no compeny stores, or other in-
stitutions, upon which seript can be used.

"Compulsory accident insurance is conducted by the principal mining
concerns. The usual method is for companies to deduct from fif'ty cents to a
doller a month from the wages of each employse. A representative system is

that of the largest compenies on the Mesabi, whose employes are entitled to

receive $25 per month when injured in the performance of their duties for a

period of not longer than six months. For the first four days of disability
no indemnity is paids Should an employe be confined for more than four days
and less than a month he receives a dollar a day. In case of death the relief
benefit is $300, In the event the permament injury resulbts from an accident,
he is paid a cash indemmity of $240. A few of the companies, instead of carry-
ing their own insurance fund turn the money deducted from the wages of their
employes over in payment of premiums to a 1liability company.

"In addition to accident insurance the majority of the companies
maintain also & compulsory hospital and medical service, for whose support
they deduct an additional dollar from the monthly wages of each employes This
money is paid by the companies to a contract dooctor who attends all employes
in case of accident or sickness, except cases of confinement and venereal dis-
eases, for attending which they may charge extra. Some of these doctors have
contracts with several mining companies,

"In several instances this system has been taken advanbtage of by
mine superintendents and made & means of personal revemue. The superintend-

ents conbract with a doctor to render medical services at from fifty to seventy-




Ttem #6

five cents per individual employe per month and themselves retain the balance,
which in some instances amounts to several hundred dollars a months As a re-
sult of this petty graft the persomnel of the contract doctors is greatly in-
jured and the efficiency of some of them is questionable.

"Another line of petty graft is practiced to some extent by the
sub=-officials of a number of companies. A group of Croatian and Servian labor-
ers employed by one of the larger companies complained publicly that they had
been forced to pay from $5 to $20 each for a job in the laboring occupations
4o one of the minor officials. Investigation substanbtiated the charge, and
unearthed the additional fact that just prior to this instance a gang of fif-

teen laborers was laid off by an employment boss of the company, and the mem-

bers re-employed by the same boss immediately on the payment of $5 eache On

another occasion when a Servian laborer complained in person to the general
superintendent of his company that he had been compelled %o pay one of the
foremen for his job, that offieial replied: 'If you have so much money you can
pay for a job, that is all right, for the foreman has a lot of little children
and needs the money.!

"Labor is unorganized on the ranges, end en ‘open shop' is maintain-
ed by all compenies, There is en unimportant local union at Hibbing, on the
Mesebi, but it has never been recognized by the operators. The Western Federa-
tion of Miners has made several attempts to organize the miners, but all have
failed on account of the militant opposition to organizeation on the part of
the larger mining interests, who import immigrants as strike breakers.

"Drunkenness is common among all reces, and the efficiency of the
Finns and Sloveniens especially is visibly impaired by excessive drinkings;
the Scendinavians, though heavier drinkers, carry their drink better.

"Bach town in the region has its full quota of salocns. The only
commnity in which the number is not ebnormelly large is Coleraine--the 'model

ore town'!--with an estimated population of 2,000 on the Western Mesabi range.
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There are only two saloons in this town, while a mile away, Bovey, the sister
town, with a populetion of about 1,200, has twenty-five saloons. Bovey condi-
tions are typical of the ore region.

"In the principal fifteen towns on the two renges, with a combined
populaetion of about 50,000, there are more then 360 saloons, or one saloon for
every 140 individuals, About 110 of these places are run by Poles, 80 by
native Americens, 60 by Finns, 50 by Slovenians, 45 by Scandinaviens, 35 by
Croatians, sbout 30 by South Italians, and the remainder by the several other
races in the region.

"The mejority of the saloons are well fitted up, end it is not

unusual to find card rocms, dancing halls and lodging quarters run in comnec-

tion with the establishments, Lodging rooms in connection with saloons are
most often found among the Fimns. The Montenegrin and South Italian saloons
are nearly all low-class places, and many of those of the Slovenians are
little better. Those run by the Americens are eleborately fixed up to cater
to the better classes. When out of work, or on the 'off shifts,' the loafing
places of the miners are the saloons conducted by members of their respeetive

racCosSe

"A number of typhoid epidemics have occurred as a direct result of
poor senitary conditions that are fairly gemeral. In Biwebik, on the lesabi,
for instance, & widespread epidemic of typhoid broke out a few years ago which
was attributed to common flies carrying the disease from dry closets improperly
cared for. An epidemic of the same disease at Hibbing was caused by using the
waters of a small stream alike for drinking purposes and sewage disposal.

"Municipel sewage of the towns of the Vermillion range is emptied now,
without passing through septic tenks or other purifying processes, into the
Vermillion lakes.

"The towns on the Mesabi Range dispose of their municipal sewage by

enptying it into running streams end lakes. Virginia and Chisholm, for example,
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employ¥ lakes., The sewage of Chisholm is run through septie tenks before allow-
ed to enter the water, but as the lake is slowly being drained by mining opera=
tions in the vicinity the practice can hardly be considered as conforming to

the best principles of sanitation, especially as the lake is in the town itself.

"In all communities on both ranges, whether a mnicipal sewerage
exists or not, will be found a number of houses which have either open or dry
closets, especially on the mine locations. A few are equipped with cesspools.

"Garbage and similar refuse is required to be placed in cans or bar-
rels st each house and is collected by scavenger carts at regular periods, in
most places daily. In the camps, refuse of all kinds is generally scattered
indiscriminately on the ground, especially where the inhabitants are Montene-
grins and South Italians. These camps are also badly congested, unclean and
unsanitary.

"The most common disease on the ranges is pulmonic tuberculosis,
typhoid and scarlet fevers, diphtheria, trachoma, smallpox and venereal dis-
eases.,

"Pulmonary tuberculosis is most prevalent emong the Finns and Swedes,
being chiefly imported. Scarlet fever, diphtherie and smallpox are common
among all reces. Trachoma is brought in largely over the Canadian border end
is endemic among the Montenegrins, Servians, Slovenians and Croatians.

"The reason for the universality of syphilis are the large number
of ummarried men in the region, who frequent illegal houses of prostitution
not under the jurisdiction of municipal or sbtate health officials. The only
medical attention these houses receive is that provided by the proprieters who
in some cases make examinations of the irnmates at intervals of two, three, and
four weeks, and use the fact as an advertisement.

"On the Vermillion range the only two towns of any importance are

Ely end Tower, where general housing conditions are execellent. Nearly all

immigrants live in their own houses, though a few occupy rented company houses.
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There are no 'camps,' as they are called on the Mesabi, because there are but
few immigrants from the South and East of Burope. The races composing the
population, prinecipally Finns and Sloveniens, are permanently settled and take
an interest in their homese.

"The common type of house is a frame dwelling, one or two stories
high, containing from four tec six rooms. A few boarding and lodging houses
owmed by the mining compeny, contain about twenty rooms end are rented to the
favored employed at the same reate as the smaller cotlages, the rent of company
houses being $5 a month, irrespective of whether they contain six or twenty
rooms. There is little congestion.

"The homes of all races have small gardens and flower beds among
them, and the visitor passing through the streets of Ely or Tower is struck
with the general cleenliness. It is hard to distinguish the difference in
living conditions among the different races on this range for they are all
above the average.

"In the towns on the Mesabi range the natives, English, Irish,
Scotch, and Scandinavians have the most substantial houses. These are chief-
ly two-story frame buildings, four to eight rooms, with flush closets and pip-
ed water on the inside. The Finns and Austrians live in small ecottages in
the larger towns, while in the outlying settlements they are found in log cabins
and tar-paper shacks, In both small and large communities persons of all these

reces. are found in boarding houses.

"Around the mine locations is found the mining camp, generally a

shack or cottage in which an unusually large number of persons live together,
under & boarding boss system. Camps are very common among Souwth Europeans,
and among them filth and congestion are pronounced. The standards of the
Slavs are higher; of the North Europeen higher still.

"Cottages and camps in the mine locations are usually owmed by the

mining companies and rented for $6 to $12 per month for a cottage, $15 to $30
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for & boarding house. In scme commnities the mining companies rent the land
for fifty cents to one dollar a month and allow their employes to erect shacks
of their own. In such cases the right is reserved to move the builder off at
any time should the land be needed.

"fhe usual price of boarding and lodging emong the Swedes, English,
Scoteh, and Americens is from $18 to $20 a month on the Americen plan; among
the Finns end Sloveniens, $14 to $18 and among the few American plan boarding
houses among the South Europeans $16.

"The cost of food and lodging under the boarding boss systems varies
among several races; and among the same race in different localities with vary-
ing stendards of living, Im the little town of Gilbert, for instance, the

Montenegrins pay $8 to $15 a month for foecd, and $2 to $3 for lodging and cock-

ing; while in Nashwauk they pay $15 to $18 for food, lodging and cooking,

Among the better classes of immigrents in Eveleth board on the American plan
costs from $14 o $16., The Croatiens, Ttalians, Servians, and Syrians, liv-
ing under boarding boss systems in this town pay from $2 to $4 2 month for
lodging, washing and cooking, and $10 to $15 for food.

"One of the most striking things on the ranges is the excellent school
facilities provided in every commmnity. Even the minor settlements where the
inhebitents live in small frame dwellings, oftten provide school buildings which
would be a credit to a large city., School attendance is compulsory in
Minnesota, and members of all races are found in the class-rooms of the public
schools.

"The public school system is one of the best of the state, in respect
to general facilities and equipment. About 95 per cent of the school taxes
are paid by the several mining companies, who are all heavy contributors to all
educational movements. There are no parochial schools. The Romen Catholic

perishes in nearly all settlements are made up of South Europeans. Smaller
Lutheran, Methodist and Baptist churches are supported by the North Eurcpeanse
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A11 of these echurches maintein & number of benefit and sick societies whose
monthly fees range from 50 cents to $1.50. They pay sick benefits from §5
o $10 a week and death benefits from $200 to §1,000.

"The Secandinaviens are making the most noticeable progress. They
entered the region as unskilled laborers, but are moving up in the scale of
occupations and are found ohiefly as skilled workmen in the ore mines, or as
industriel law-abiding eitizens who have established independent businesses.

"The Irish, English, Scoteh, and French Canadiens have worked up
from unskilled labor to skilled occupations in the mines. The Russian Hebrews
are mostly store-keepers, and are slowly progressing, as are the Finns and
Slovenians on the Vernillion range.

"A few of the Finns have gone from the mine colonies into the
northern wilderness and cleared small patches of land miles away from the
centers of population where they remein practically the whole winter living
on provisions heuled out during the fall. They seem to thrive where the hard-
ships are most severe, but their progress in the mines is retarded by their
surliness end redicalism.

"There has been very little advancement in the scale of occupations

on the part of the Bohemians, Bulgarians, Croatiens, Greeks, Poles, Servians,

Montenegrins, Italiens, and Syrians., The Poles are good workmen but not at
all embitious, The Croatians are lazy, indifferent worlkmen and are esmong the
lowest in the industrial scale,"

Two or three of the pictures in this article merit consideration.

One is the shack of e Finnish miner. The building has the inverted
V-roof; end the dimensions are about eight by ten or ten by twelve feet. A
smaller vestibule, or "sboopg is annexed to it. The roof of the structure ap-
pears to be shingled, the main building is covered with rough, unpainted siding,
while the stoop is merely put together with two-by-fours and rough boards. No

windows are visible on the side from which the picture was teken.




Another picture shows a company cottage which is inhabited by

seventeen Megyars. This strucbure is e single-storey affair, painted. It

is in good state of repair. It is about eighteen feet wide and twenty-four

feet long. It seems incredible that seventeen persoms should erowd inte e

building such as this. The last picture shows a Montenegrin shack, inhabit-

ed by the boss and fourteen men. This building consists of en inverted V=roof
building, ebout 10 x 12 feet, covered with tar paper; a log leanto is attach-

ed and the dimensions of this is about 8 x 12 feet,
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The title of the article in this issue of the Survey is: "WHEN STRIKE-BREAKERS
STRIKE" and the sub-title is "THE DEMANDS OF THE MINERS ON THE MESABA RANGE." The
article is written by Marion B. Cothren.

"The strike-breakers of 1907 have become the strikers of 1916 in the iron mines
of Minnesota. Coming over in boat loads from southeastern Europe nine years ago and
hired by the United States Steel Corporation to break the iron strike called at that
time by the Western Federation of Miners, these polyglot nationalities speeking thirty-
six different tongues have become Americanized in the melting pot of the lMesaba mines.
Today Finns, Slavs, Croats, Bulgars, Italians, Rumenians, have laid down picks and
shovels eand are demanding an 8=hour day, a minimum wage of $3.00 for dry work and §$3.50
for wet work in underground mines and $2.75 in open pit mines, abolition of the contract
labor system, payday twice a month.

"The last of May, so the story goes, Joe Greeni, an Italien employed underground

at the Alpena mine at Virginia, Minn., opened his pay envelope to find a sum much less

than he had understood his contract called for. 'To hell with such weges,' cried he,

throwing his pick in the corner, whereupon he vowed never to mine another foot of ore.

"Second thought, however, convinced Greeni, that action was deadlier than inaction.
For three days he stayed et his post, going from stope to stope, saying, 'We've been
robbed long enough, it's time to strikel!!' Then he left for Aurora to begin agitation
at the extreme eastern end of the range in the little St. James' mine with its force
of forty miners.

"On June 3 Joe Greeni saw the effects of his revolt. The St. James' mine struck
and the flames of disconbtent soon ate their way across the entire range from Aurora to
Hibbing. Long lines of miners, halted occasionally by mine guards and deputy sheriffs,
wound their way over the 75 miles of mountain road which comnect the ten-odd towns of
the Mesaba Range, and passed the word 'strike' from place to place.

"Beginning at Aurora this procession, sometimes augmented by children and wives

. wheeling baby carriages, gained in numbers as the men from different locetions Joined
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in. In this way, say the mine owners, were men 'intimidated' to leave their work; in
this way say the miners, were their fellow workers given courage to revolt against long-
standing grievances and a vicious contract system.

"Gradually the spontenecus uprising became organized, the Industrial Workers of
the World who hed held two meetings along the range in April were called upon to direct
the strike, end Carlo Tresca, Elizabeth Gurley Flymn and other I.W.W. leaders were sent
from Chicego to advise the local committee. The Western Federation of Miners, an American
Federation of Labor organization, has played no part in the strike, but the State Federa-
tion of Labor, affiliated with the A.F. of L. has endorsed the strikers' demands.

"Unlike other great mine strikes, living conditions and working conditions are
rarely mentioned in the committee meetings of the strikers or in the speeches of the
organizers. In the midst of this network of mines producing 60 per cent of the iron
ore of the United States, flourishing little municipalities have grown up, each with
its own elected mayor and other officials, and with populations ranging from 2,000 in
Buhl to 15,000 in Virginia.

"Here the miners have the advantages not of paternalism but of enormous taxes
wrung from the Steel Corporation property, and supporting school houses excelled by none
in the country; well stocked libraries, and streets paved in the most epproving manner,
lined with beautiful trees and illuminated by clusters of electric lights, which makes
'the great white way' look pale and gloomy!

"Just a stone's throw from these spotless towns lie the mines and the 'locations'
or settlements of miners' homes. Some of the men own both the land end the one- or
two=story freme house upon it; others build their own house on leased 'company land';
still others live in company houses or boarding homes on the company property. But
while dwellings vary from modern little structures with well kept grounds to umnspeakeble
shanties in filthy surroundings such as exist in the Carson Leke location, there is no-
where the interference with personal liberty and restriction upon social relations which
aggravated the Colorado Coal Miners! strike. Indeed, the social life of the towms

enriched by the cooperative spirit of the Socialist Fimns, who form about 15 per cent

of the 12,000 miners, is particularly free and democratic. In almost every town is &
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hall or opera house owned by the Fimnish Socialists, as well as cooperative stores,
cooperative baths and cooperative boarding‘houses.

"Iikewise, the working conditions in both underground and open pit mines although
difficult are on the whole fairly good. The report of the inspector of mines of St.
Louis County for 1915 states thet there were only 24 fatal accidents and 28 serious non=
fatal accidents among the 11,346 employes in the 120 mines.

"In a word, it is not against the social or industrial conditions, be they bad or
be they good, that the 6,000 striking miners are protesting (the I.W.W. place the number
out at 8,000, the employers at 3,000) but against the contract system with its alleged
graft, feavoritism and resulting low wages.

"In the open pit mines, employing about 50 per cent of the men, the miners receive

$2.60 for a ten-hour dey. They are demanding $2.75 for an eight-hour day, a difference

which in itself might be settled amicably.

"Phe crux of the trouble, is the demand of the underground miners, for & minimum
of $3.00 for dry work and $3.50 for wet. The underground men are paid either by the
foot or by the carload, the rate depending on the quality of the ore mined and conditions
of work==herd end wet mining for instance bringing more than soft ore and dry mining.
Thus, although the captain (boss) of the mine agrees beforehand upon the rate to be given
a miner, this contract price may be changed from time to time as the character of the
ore changes.

"o+ the end of the month the miner receives his pay, less the cost of powder he
has used at $7 a box, or fuses at $1 per hundred, and caps at $1 per box. In the coal
mines an itemized due bill is given the miner with his wages, but in the Mesaba iron
mines the due bill simply states the total emount paid without showing the varying rates
or the deduction for supplies. The result is that the miners complain that the total
amounts are often much less than they had expected, that while they had figured on from
three to four dollars per day net, the wage actually received is actually less than §3
and sometimes less then §2.

"As for the companies, they offer no explanation for using this kind of due bill

in dealing with men, many of whom are foreigners and none of whom are expert bookkeepers.
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The claim, however, to have raised the wages of contract miners on February 1 from
$2.67 a day to $3.13 a day; on May 1 from $3.13 to $3.40; and to have raised the open
pit miners from $2.25 to $2.60 a day. These figures show that while 11.8 per cent of
the men are getting $4 or more, over 27 per cent are still receiving less than $3 a day.
The miners themselves admit the raise of wages in open pit mines but say that if a
change has been made in contract work it has been offset by deductions, which still
give many of them far less than the desired three dollars.

"Miner after miner, voice ringing with indignetion, will pour out, not in excitement
or violence, but in carefully measured words, giving dates places and amounts, inmumerable
instances where the contract system has robbed him, as he says, of his just wages.
Hundreds of affidavits sworn to by notaries public relate specific cases of mine captains
guilty of extorting money from men to get them jobs and keep them jobs; guilty of re=
ducing contract prices if wages became too high; guilty of favoritism toward those who
bought them whiskey, who bought chances on fake raffles and who even suffered their wives
to be maltreated.

"On the other hand, Pentecost Mitchell, vice president of the Oliwer Irom Mining
Company, which is a subsidiary of the United States Steel Corporation and employs three-
fourths of the men on the range, states that he psrsonally had authorized the expenditure
of $2,000 to discover graft among the captains and found none. He also declared that
the contract system was the only feasible one because work on the day plan had no incen=
tive. When it was suggested that, in that case, the company might discharge miners,
who were 'leying down on their jobs,' Mr. Mitchell clinched the argument with the words,
'Well the men want the contract systeml:®

"For two months and a half the strike has contimued. Fully one-half of the strikers
have left the range to take up other lines of work. With a remarkable absence of violence,
according to the employers themselves, the remaining half has stood firm in its demands
in spite of a hostile press; of the presence of some 2,000 armed mine guards and deputy
sheriffs; of evictions from company lands; and of about 200 arrests for so=called dis=-

order on the picket lines and other minor charges.

"The 'gummen' or armed mine guards in the pay of the mining companies, yet sworn
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in as deputy sheriffs, and the large number of deputies under Sheriff Meining of St.

Louis County are generally admitted to have been recruited from the worst elements of
society. Stationed at frequest intervals along the roads, silhouebted against the sky
as they stand, gun in hand, on the tops of the surrounding hills, stationed at the very
doors of the miners' cottages, sometimes drunk and often brutal, they are a constant
source of irritation to the miners and an undoubted cause of much of the trouble which
occurs.

"There have been only two serious disturbances, however, one resulting in the
shoéting of a striker, John Aller, on the picket line in Virginia and the other in the
death of Deputy Sheriff Myron who went with two other deputies to the home of a miner,
Philip Mesonowitch, to arrest him for some minor offense. A general shooting affray
resulted and although the coroner's jury could not fix the responsibility, the police
arrested several I.W.W. organizers, including Carlo Tresca, far from the scene of the
shooting, as 'accessories after the fact.' This in Minnesota carries the seme penalty
as first degree murder. Mrs. Mesonowitch, leaving four little children behind, and
taking with her a seven-months' old baby, was also thrown into jail accused of murder
in the first degree.

"During the strike four differenmt investigations have taken place. That the investi-
gation of George P. West for the Industrial Relations Committee 'would be unfair and
one-sided was kmown before he arrived and consulbed only miners,' say mine officials.
That Gus Lindquist, Governor Burnquist's special investigator, would whitewash the of-
ficials in his report 'was evident to every miner from the fact that he never tried to
hear the miners' side,' according to the strikers.

“The two investigations now being conducted on the range, one by the Minmesota Labor
Department at the request of the State Federation of Labor; one by W.R. Fairley, a miner,
and He Davis, a mine manager, for the United States Department of Labor are looked to
by both sides for fair play and justice.

"While no response has been given to resolutions drawn up by the mayors of the range
municipalities, a committee from the miners, asking for a conference between the mine
officials and the strikers, it is confidently expected that the report of these investie-

gators will form the basis of a settlement which will bring both sides together and win
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a higher standard of living for the miners of Mesaba Range."
The Survey, P. 8-14; April 1, 1916

Vol. 36, No. 1; no dateline

Duluth Public Library; May 24 and 25, 1939

Item #3

The neme of the article from which the foregoing is taken is "FROM 'BOHUNKS' TO
FINNS," and the subtitle is "THE SCALE OF LIFE AMONG THE ORE STRIPPINGS OF THE NORTHWEST, "
by C. Whit Pfeiffer.

"Seventy=five miles north of Duluth, Minn., lies a group of low hills extending
about fifty miles east and west, known as the Mesaba Range. Along the southern slopes
of these hills there is a clustered group of cities and villages which are in the heart
of the greatest iron ore deposits in the United States. Of this country as it really
is, most people know but little. Even in Minnesota the residents of the older part of

the state have vague and varient ideas of what the ranges are.

"That there exists a group of cities and villages so closely connected that they

form one big ecormunity of 60,000 people, is just beginning to become apparemt. Much is

being heard of the wonderful municipal improvements, of the miles of 'White ways,' paved
streets and alleys, and of publie buildings and schools of unparalleled excellence.
Much has been said in the Minnesota Legislature of 'extravagance' and profligate use

of money, and the newspapers have had meny columns about 'controversies! between the
mining compenies and city city officials. Beyond this little is knowm.

"What is actually the case is that almost within a decade a group of mining loca-
tions have suddenly been transformed, externally, at least, into cities. Virginia and
Hibbing, the two largest of these, with populations estimated in the neighborhood of
15,000 apiece, were only villages of two or three thousand in 1900. With this growth
has come a strong rivalry between the differemt municipalities, each to outdo the other;
and there have developed side by side with splendid municipal achievements, many of the
social evils familiar to the older cities of the East.

"The seasonal employment of the mining industry, the low wages of the lumbering

industry, and the cosmopolitan character of the people with widely varying standards

of living, all give rise to many social and economic conditions which tend somewhat to
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dim the artificial brightness shed by municipal white ways.
"Here the problem of the cost of living is a most pressing one. Get into a conversa=-

tion with any resident about conditions on the Mesaba range and he will soon be telling

you that it costs much to live. An examination of the facts will corroborate his state-

ment. In the first place, rents, especially in Virginia, are excessively high. A good,
thoroughly modern six~room cottage well locatad will rent for $40 or $50 a month, as
compared with $25 to $30 in most other places. Even in the Twin Cities such a house
rarely brings more than $35 or $40. Houses which cannot be duplicated for wretchedness
outside the slums of great cities will demand $8, $10 or $15 a month.

"The mining companies build fair little cottageé with adequate lots, which they
rent to their employes for $8 a momth. But these do not take care of half the workmen.
There is a 'location' built by a lumber mill, of about a hundred houses, all exactly
alike, of the cheapest construction=-=all painted, until recently, a bam red-~with six
rooms, 12 feet by 12 feet, no basements, located in an undesirable part in the city
where the houses, with water supplied, bring $14 a month rent.

"Foodstuffs, many of them, are equally high. Truck gardening as an industry in
the outlying rural districts is stil}ﬁn the initial stages of development. The unfavorably
short growing season, 100 days on the average as compared to 132 days, the average for
the state, has had a discouraging influence. JNuch of the land which was once all covered
with great pine forests is either swampy or full of large boulders, and everywhere the
pine stumps are thick. To clear end develop this land is a slow and expensive process.
As a result little produce is raised and the local merchants must buy a large part of
their spring and summer vegetables and fruits from Duluth or lMinneapolis and St. Paul
and sell them at prices at 50 per cent or 100 percent higher than those prevailing in
sou"bhern Minnesota, Iowa or Wisconsin.

"This point was emphasized by the answers to a questionnaire sent early in October,
1915, to a few typical cities of linnesota, inquiring the prevailing conditions a few
of the necessaries of life. Meats were from two to four cents higher a pound than in

southern Minnesota cities. Porterhouse was 35 cents at that time at the best markets

in Virginia, Mimn., compared with25 cents in most cities. Fresh eggs were 7 or 8 cents
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more per dozen, in the north. FPotatoes were from 20 per cent to 40 per cent higher.
Apples cost twice as much on the Range as in Winona, Northfield and other cities.
Shipped-in citrous fruits and bananes were higher. In fact, I found banenas selling
in Minneapolis and St. Paul, last summer, for from 5 to 15 certs a dozen when they were
20 to 30 cents on the Mesaba Range.

"Finally, the severity of the winters with their two to four weeks of 30 or 40

degrees below zero weather=--47 below on January 13, this winbter--makes the cost of fuel

high and demends much warm clothing. It is estimeted thét $800 a year is the very lowest

income upon which e man cen support a femily of five in any kind of an American stendard
of living, even then without making any provision for the future.

"To meet this cost of living a workmsn anywhere has of course only his wages. It
is quite widely believed that wages generally are not keeping pace with the advancing
cost of living. As Mr. Rubenow concludes, after a most illuminating exemination of
wage and price statistics: 'From four-fifths to nine-tenths of the wage workers (of
the United States) receive wages which are insufficient to meét the cost of a normal
standard of health and efficiency for a family and about one-half receive very much
less then that.?'

"Is this condition true of the Minnesota Iron ranges? It is a hard question to
answer with absolute certainty because of the lack of statistical informetion. Aside
from the reports of the Bureau of Labor on the mining industry, the writer has been
unable to find sny wage statistics for this state since the federal census of 1910.

The census figures show that the average wage for all workmen employed in menufecturing
industries in Minnesota in 1900, was sbout $450 a year or $8.64 a week. By 1910 this
had increased to about $560 a year or $10.75 a week, en increase of 24 per cent. These
figures are obtained by dividing the sum total paid for wages by the averege mmber of
men employed in the industries investigated.

"But at the seme time the walue of butter per pound rose 47 per cent, of flour,
per barrel, 57 per cent, of grain per bushel 53 per cent and farm land per acre 73 per
cent. The averege value of land per acre increesed in the decade from $21.31 to $36.82,

an increase of 728 per cent....
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"Iron miners on the Range have been better paid than ordinary unskilled workmen.
In 1910, according to the census, they received $100 a year more than workmen in menu-
facturing. Since then their wages have continued to improve. The average wage of men
engaged in mining hes increased from $2.10 & day in 1910 to $2.90 in 1915. But this is
the average paid to e1l workmen including clerks, engineers, machinists and skilled
workmen of all types. General labor, which is in the majority, hes been getting a mimi-
mum of $2.25 a day. The increase in wages, announced by the United States Steel Corpora-
tion the first of the year, which applies to 10,000 miners in Minnesote, has raised this
minimum to $2.40 a day. To what extent this figure is offset by unemployment, we shall
see later.

"The lumber mill employes end the men in the woods are not as well paid. Two dol-
lars a day for ten hours work is supposed to be thé standard wage which upwards of a
thousand unskilled lumber mill employes receive. Their weges, however, are regularly
cut 20 per cent during the winter momths. In the summer of 1914, their wages were not
restored to $2 but left at $1.80 and in the fall they were further reduced to $1.75 &
day, where they remained till late in the summer of 1916. The more skilled men received
proportionate reductions. In the woods around Lake Vermilion, 3,000 men were employed
that seme winter for from less than $15 to $25 a month and board, compared with the
customary scale of from $26 to $45. It is claimed by people not comnected with the
logging companies that most of the lumberjacks were paid $13 a month and board, out of
which §1 was deducted for hospital and medical fees; and that many men received $8 a
month and board.

"hen we remember that $800 a year is really the lowest wage a men can receive
and support his family in the Americen stenderd, it becomes epparent that the majority
of workmen on the Messba Range are not earning enough to maintain a desirable family
standard of living."

"THE SEASONAL ON AND OFF"
"The problems arising from the high cost of living end the payment of an inadequate

wage are augmented by the amount of unemployment no satisfactory statistical informetion

on unemployment in Minmesota is availeble. The census of 1910 (pe 362) shows that at
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that time manufacturing concerns, including logging companies employed 10,702 less men
in Jamwery then in October. If we count the mmber in the month of October as 100 per
cent, it gives us a percentage of 11.8 of unemployment in Januvary in the manufacturing
industries. Of course, it is possible that many such unemployed men might be engaged
in other pursuits. Yet this is wvery unlikely, because January is generally a slow month
in the northwest.

"This is especially true of the industries of northern Minnesota. When navigation
on the Great Lakes closes, the shipping of iron ore ceases; several hundred railroad
employes eand dock laborers are then out of worke With the opening of the new steel
plant in Duluth, two or three of the mines have begun winter shipping. But this does
not materially affect the general situation. Open=-pit mining end loading from accumu-
lated stockpiles must all stop with the coming of winter, releasing in St. Louis County
more then 3,000 men. Frequently part of the 3,000 may be employed in stripping the
new ore bodies. This past winter, with conditions especially favorable, practically
all the regular men have been comtinuously employed. But a year sgo when underground

properties shut down and very little stripping was done, conditions were bad.

"Business end industrial activities on the Range are closely dependent upon the

steel industry. When the steel market is dull, easterm furnaces will not purchase the
ore and mining companies close up. On the other hand, when prices of ore advance and
steel is 'prince,' operations are carried on with feverish activity. The 'big season'
which is expected this summer in mining is the reason that so meny men are engaged in
stripping this winter. The Oliver Iron Mining Company, which is the United States Steel
Corporation's subsidiary, is always steadier in its employment than the so-called
independents, because with its large property holdings, it cen continue its operations
and stockpile the ore for future use. But even this great compeny makes serious cur-
tailments nearly every year, and of course, must entirely cease open pit work during
the wint;ar months.

"The mining industries are not alone in their curteilment of the number of men

employed. In the winter of 1914-15, the Duluth, Winnipeg end Pacific Railroad, a

Canadian Northern subsidiary which heuls no ore, laid off 175 men in Virginiae. One
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lumber mill closes every winter, meking 125 men idle. Another mill, which is the
largest individual employer on the Range outside of the mining companies regularly
reduces its help from about 1,250 to 900 during the November to April pericd. A year
ago it shut down its smaller mill entirely, and all the mills and International Falls
ceased operations. The variocus municipalities do their best to keep good men employed,
but paving and municipal work is done more generally in June than in January.

"In 1914-15, when everything was at a low ebb, and very few underground mining
properties were operating, the problem was really alamming. The head time-keeper of
the Virginia and Rainy Lake Lumber Campany says they could have hired 5,000 men at a
dollar a day. In the lumber camps men offered to work for their board, The 'bosses!’
were literally besieged with unemployed men seeking work on any terms. The publie
efforts to keep men employed barely scratched the surface of the problem."

"BACK SETS IN SOCIAL LIFE"

"All this maladjustment results in certain well defined social evils. There is

much of dire poverty and extreme suffering. One of the most utterly discouraging things

in a man's life is complete inability to find work. As one women, whose husband had

found no work from December to May, said, 'My husband is like a caged beast. He's got

strength but he can't do e.ny‘bhi.ng.' Yot every winter there are hundreds of such men
unable to buy meat for their families, or if they can find a way of getting food and
fuel are still unable to buy clothing, as the wretched appearance of many of our grade
school children eloquently testifies. The extemt of the poverty on the Range is not
knowne. Well orgenized charity work is just beginning, and so there is really no en-
lightening information made public. But the evidences of it are on hand, and ieachers
come in contact with it continually. In many families the standard of living is very
low.

"Miserable housing conditions naturally follow. The lumber companys 'location!
hes already been mentioned. A more monotonous and dreary outlook for a family to face
than existence in one of these houses cannot be imagined. The mining locations are
more attractive, much less expensive and on the whole quite satisfactory. But in spite
of these the majority of the workingmen in all the Range cities live in ugly-looking

houses, with dilapidated fences and outbuildings, and a general appearance of wretched-
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ness that is comparable only to the slums of our great cities. As a result of our
high rents, nowadeys, and of the low standards of our immigrants, formerly, and the
desire to increase profits from renting, the houses are now packed in so that almost
everywhere they are built nearly touching each other. Twenty-five foot lots are the
rule. On these it is common to find a single dwelling house with from two to four
families living in it and a small dwelling in the rear of the lot facing either the
dismal back yard of the house in front, or the arrsy of the garbage cans in the alley.
The congestion of the population, as a result, is very great.

"We naturally think of our larger cities as being the places of demse population.
But in Virginia there are 66 inhabitants per acre for the actually inhabited area and
22 for the entire platted area. In Minneapolis there are 9 per acre, and in cities
likke Mankato or Winons there are even fewer. This congestion, added to the poverty
within meny homes and the wretched wey in which meny of them are kept up, mekes a
housing problem which is described by a widely traveled physician of the range as being

worse than anything he has ever seen.

"Let us now consider what has caused these conditions. I have already spokenof

the seasonal nsture of iron mining and ore shipping. Mining operations on the llesaba
Range are coming to be more extensively of the open-pit variety. Most of the ore bodies
on this Range lie near the surface of the earth. This is 'stripped' off so that the
steam shovels may get at the ore and scoop it up by the ton. This method of mining is
much cheaper than the underground operations and hence is becoming increasingly more
important. It is expected that some of the underground properties will in a few years
be stripped and converted into open-pit mines. Bubt this means seasonal labor. And
the cormunities must teke measures to offset it. Stripping new ore bodies does this
to a certain extent, but only in part. Other provisions should be made. The number of
men to be laid off can be exactly determined weeks and even months beforehand. With
this advance information as a guide some arrangement ought to be possible.

"Another cause of unemployment appears to be the great mmber of immigrants who

live on the Ranges. Half of the residents in these mining towns have come from Europe

and 40 per cent are sons and daughters of immigrants. According to the Minnesoba Abstract
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of the Thirteenth Census, pages 625-6, native born of native stock form but 10 per cent
of the population. Of these immigrants only 35 per cent are from Scandinavia, Germany
or Great Britain. The remaining 65 per cent come from Russia, Italy, Austria or the
Balkan countries."

"IHE FINNS AND THEIR FARMS"

"0Of all the people on the Range the Fimns are numerically the strongest, and their
political influence, especially, is a power. Their standards of life, however, are widely
variable, depending largely upon what use they have made of the educational advantages
offered to them. On the one hand we find the most progressive business houses on the
Renge in the hands of live Finnish merchants, thoroughly Americenized, while three
blocks distent from such a store we may enter a home where the sanitary and moral sten-
dards are unspeakebly bad. The Finns enter with zest into the American contest of
money-naking.

"This zest develops a great deal of independence on the part of their workingmen

that is objectionable to many employers; it leads them early to purchase their own homes,

but it also leads them to overcrowd these‘homes with roomers and boarders, accammodating

day shifts and night shifts in the same beds. It has also caused them to pack their
homes in closely together, frequently with two dwellings on a twenty-Iive foot lot.
Mine bosses claim that they will not work as well as the 'Austrians'--A term applied
not only to the various races from Austria=Hungary but to men from the Balkin countries,
including many Montenegrins~--and their strong Socialistic tendencies cause much friction.
They played a prominent part in the strike of 1907, which was waged on the Mesaba Iron
Range of Minnesota over the question of an eight-~hour day and a straight day-scale of
wages in place of the prevailing contract scale. The strikers lost oub and since then
certain mining companies will not employ Finns if it can be avoided.

"Yet with all this, these people have come to America to found homes. They study
the English language assiduously, for it is difficult for a native Fimm to acquire
fluency in our language. They are not clammish politically. In a recemt election for

municipal judge two strongly Finnish wards cast many more votes for an Americansborn

candidate then for a Finnish candidate, though the latter, a practicing attorney, was
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technically better qualified than the former, who was not an attorney.

"Their children are hard workers in school, obstinate end sullen at times, it is
true, but very anxious to meke progress. They are cleaner, and their standards of
morality are much higher than those of the men without femilies from southeastern Europe.
But most important of all, the Finns do not all remain in the cities, but may be found
all over St. Louis county laboriously cleaning out the stumps and boulders of the cub=
over forest lands, fedeemi.ng the country for agriculture.”

"THE SO-CALLED AUSTRIANS®

"There are in contrast, however, many people from southern and southeastern Europe.

len came alone; so that in 1910, there were nearly two men to every woman in the mining
cities. Those who came from the region of the Balken states live very much like cattle.
The typical privately owned boarding cemp has a long table in a room downstairs with a
stove at one end. The food seasoned liberally with garlie, is placed on the table and
the men bring out their eating utensils, like as not from under the bed clothing, and
devour the food. The walls may be lined with bunks, one over the other. All the beds
are always kept warmed, the day and night shifts alternating with each other.
"The men spend much of their money for liquor. Its sale is prohibited generally
on the property of the mining companies, but saloons abound in the Range towns and it
is alleged that blind pigging is widespread. The recent enforcement of the Chippewa
Indian Treaty of 1855 has closed the saloons of Chisholm, Hibbing and some locations.
Arrests for the illegal introduction of whiskey into these cities are now frequent.
It is worth observing that the liquor business is not so flourishing as a few years ago.
"These people send most of their surplus money home, and when they have accumulated
enough they expect to return. They are mostly illiterate, and may never learn the
English lenguage. They do not and will not enter agriculture. The inadequate scale
of wages which prevails is riches to them, and they can afford to loaf through the
winter months for the prospect of summer work. Sunday is no different from any other
day, and they prefer seven deys' work to six. As such metters as sanitation or the

proper respect for women, and other factors of American progress which we deem vital,

they lmow nothing.
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"With such people acting as a dead weight pulling down the wege scale, is it any
wonder that labor receives an insufficient return to support an American standard of
living? With this rough labor overabundant, employers cannoct be expected to keep weges
high. When a representative of a lumber company weas asked how much they paid their lumber
jacks in the camps, he replied, 'That depends upon the supply of labor.! When these
immigrants are pouring in, in a never-ending stream, the available supply will be large,
and wages accordingly low.

"Moreover, this never-ending supply of labor is an invitation to make industry
more seasonal than it needs to be, and thus aggravate unemployment. Employers have not
needed to look to the morrow. It has been taken for granted that when labor is wanted
it will be on hand. Why then bother about keeping men employed the year around, especially
vhen many of them are men without femily and only the despised 'Bohunks,' anyhow? If
nine-tenths of the workmen of marriageable age on the Range had families, the companies
would have done much more than they have to relieve this situabtion; else they would have
soon found themselves short-handed when the rush season came on. The men would have left
or gone into farming as the Finns are now doing.

"There is much evidence on hand just now to substantiate this point. Immigration
has practically come to a standstill since the war broke out, and with a busy winter be~
hind and the prospect ahead of a boom year in mining this spring as a result of the great
activity of the steel trade, brought on by the war, there is much talk of an expected
labor shortege. The lumber companies hawve paid practically 100 per cent more foxr men -

in the woods this past winter than the year before, and half had difficulty in securing

sufficient mumbers. Miners' wages have advanced, and yet the mining concerns are begine

ning to wonder if they will be able to get the labor they need this summer.

"Of course, the steel 'boom' is partially responsible for this. Bubt another explana-
tion clearly is that the hundreds of men left idle winter afber winter, and practically
destitute in the winter of 1914-15, have been gradually drifting out; and now with im-
migration cut off, there is not the customary influx to take their place.

"When the unemployment problem is keen, as it was two years ago, there is everywhere

much discussion of sending all the surplus labor supply of our cities to the farms,




" Toem 43 17.
And there are hundreds of thousands of acres in northern Mimmesota that still are to

be cleared. Bubt the truth is, many of these people do not and will not emter farming.
The employers of labor, the landed men, contractors and a few others profit by the er-
rivel of these rough leborers from Europe and can alweys be expected to preach that
Americe, as a land of opportunity, should not close its doors to its brothers from Europe.
And others, secure from deteriorating influences, may regard the immigretion movement
with tolerance.

"But unless we wish to see workmen suffer, end our standards of living pulled down,
we must stem or control this tide of immigration. For the present, at least, the Euro~
pean wer is doing this. Partly as a result there have been no wage reductions in the
lumber mills, lumber jacks have been well paid, snd workingmen have for the most part
been engaged throughout the winter, and miners' weges have advanced."

Here, there are two long paragraphs on restricting immigretion and the Americeniza~

, tion work that is being carried on in night schools, where foreigners are taught.

"In Virginia today, one of the biggest causes of abnormally high rents is a perfect
fever of land speculation, an inordinate desire to gobble up the increment of land values.
The lumber companies leave the land barren and desolate and unreforested. The mining
canpanies, many of them, are hurrying to get the ore out as rapidly as possible. FPeople
see on every hand the counbry being stripped of the greet wealth of natural rescurcese
So there comes the spirit of 'grab what you cen and the devil take the hindmost.' The
idea that labor is dignified, or intelligent, or that it should share in the management
of industry would be scoffed at.

"So the final solution must be found in the slow development of the ideals of
industriel democracy. We must strive for better housing, it is true, for better wages,
for a universel eight~hour dey, for twelve months a year employment. But we must go
farther. We must recognize that proper social adjustment will never come until the
factor of labor has the right of determining many of those things for itself. We do
not want industrial paternalism no matter how good it mey be. Eventually we must have
industriel democracy.

"And thet is & doctrine which must be learned, slowly end laboriously by *Bohunk!

and Austrian, and Finn, and Americen; by lumber jack and miner; by laborer and boss and
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superintendent; in bunk houses and schools and strippings and polling~places; in the
company towns of the American irom industry no less than in the cleared stump-lands
of the immigrant settler."

Note:

I copied this article because it seems to offer en excellent background of the
Mesebe Renge at the time of the 1916 strike. However, the article appeared about 2 months
before the strike oceurred, which is to our advantage, since the contents of the story
are not colored by prejudice, either for or against. Housing, food prices and wages seem
to have been the result of impartial study, and the illustrations with the story bear
out the de;scription of the housing situation. The lumbering industry, which will no
doubt be of value in the social-ethnic study, received unusual end in'beresting treatment ~-

Videen. l

|




Duluth, Mimnesota
Harold E. Rajala
July 18, 1939

']From Sosialisti, page 2, col. 2-3; Tue. Nov. 21, 1916

Vol. 3, no. 2743 Editorial columns
} Workers Socialist Fublishing Co.; July 14, 1939
| Them 7446
"WAGES AND PRICES"

"iPrices are increasing so greatly that no more do we know what to eat or what %o
drink' say the working-family mothers. And the fathers become worried and frantic when
they do not know how to increase their income.

"This high price problem in America is just as severe as the European War, and
recently the workers began to speak of the price increases of necessities more than of
any other problems.

"Some say this and some say that. Some blame the democrats, others blame poor pro=-
duction, and still others bleme the European War for the condition. But seldom do they
strike the real reason for the workers heads have been stuffed with all kinds of capita~

listic propaganda, and there stuffed up fully that mo decent thoughts cen be born, except

when pinched by hunger.

"If the workers will stop to reason out the true facts which create such a pitiful

existence, then surely would come about changes in living conditions.

"The workers have only to join together in one big union then not permit the capita-
lists to split their ranks. That would completely settle the question. Then the capita=
lists cannot anymore 'monkey' with wages and prices, like they do now.

"But before such a condition can be brought about the worker must have speedy relief.
Hunger is acute. Children want bread, clothes and warmth. We have got to live from day
to day. The capitalistic noose keeps right on tightening. The prices of necessities
are increasing rapidly while wages are very slow.

"Cepitalistic gain is ever growing larger. The trust's clear gain has risen to over
a million dollars dally.

‘Some speedy relief from this existence must come soon to the workers. We must find
some method by which we can alleviate the condition.

"We cammot wait four years until an election, then attempt to elect good men to

offices. We cannot also trust to luck which might come our way, for no such thing ever
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comes to pass for the worker. Nor can we hope that the bourgeois will have pity for us

end will stop inereasing prices and quit crowding the workers. No, not by any of these

means can the worker expect relief.

"Nor will any help ever come to the worker by any other means except by unyielding
fight and organization in one big union."
From Sosialisti, p. 2, col. §; Nov. 23, 1916
Vol. 3, nos. 2763 no dateline
Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 14, 1939
Item #47
"cussoN"

"Here at camp 32 we gained small improvement by demanding and organization. The
ocourrence was as follows: We together demanded dismissal of the cook for he would not
make decent meals, bubt the boss would not take any action except by force. We nailed
a notice on the camp door which we said that we would not go to work unless the food is
better prepared. The result was that the food was immediately improved and the boss pro-
mised to get a mew cook at the earliest opportunity.--This activity was started by us
I.W.W. boys and the unorgenized came along with us. In all other metters we can get
spproval of demands when we all stand together. But remember, we must be organized in

one big union before we can make any demands or struggle.--This is a very good example.-="

From Sosialisti, p. 2, col. 5-6; Fri. Nov. 24, 1916

£

Vol. 3, no. 277; Editorial columns
Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 17, 1939
Item 448
"THE STEEL-TRUST'S EXPLANATION OF 10% WAGE INCREASE"

"The steel trust's local official newspaper, the News Tribune states the following
in an editorial entitled *A step further.?

"14 10 percent inecrease in wages is the Steel corporation's answer to the threat of
2 renewed I.W.W. strike on the ranges next spring. We do not mean to say that the two
are cause and effect. This is not the case as the wage increase extends to all the
corporation's 200,000 or more employees.

"1Bub it comes just at this time when the I.W.W. is calling for funds to help the

'oppressed! miners to get higher wages. It will make it necessary for the leaders to

raise their wage demands or lose thie field where the milking has been profitables
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"1The corporation should now do one other thing which we have before suggested.

It should have a labor bureau that would keep in close and direct touch with labor

conditions and learn of discontent and grievances while in the bud.

"1The corporation should have this independent means of knowing exactly what is
lgbor sentiment mot only in their own minds and in those of other companies. It should
have men trained to the job and who would appreciate the miner's poinmt of view.

"1They should report to the headquarters and not to the immediate bosses and super=
intendents. The corporation will not recognize labor organizations and to prevent such
organization makes wages, safety, working and living conditions for their men larger and
better than like labor has in other places.

"1This has been fairly effective. It is probably enough with skilled men who are
American speaking and reading. But the other step is needed with common labor, who
are mostly foreign born, as in the mines,'

"As will be noticed the News Tribune tries to convey the impression that the wage
increase is not a result of the miners' strike and that the workers can with singular
efforts raise their own wages. They say that the raise came at a coincidental time and
not by demands of the unions, so that the workers need not raise in strike again next
spring which the miners have threatened. (the I.W.W. has not threatened).

"The Tribune tekes great pleasure in saying that this wage increase has taken effect
at the time when the I.W.W. plans organization saying that the I.W.W. will find it
exceedingly difficult to call for funds and promote organization. This trust's word=caerrier
is in great hopes that it will be impossible for the I.W.W. to organize the workers.
Word for word it smounts to this, that the workers are so self-minded that they let this
10% wage increase fool them imto dropping all organization activities.

"laking everything into consideration the steel=trust has feared and is still afraid
that its workers throughout the iron-range will continue organizetion and if the trust
camot stop it on their side the workers will go into strike again next sumer. The
steel trust bosses are aware that mext spring prices of necessities, rent, clothes and

etc. will become even higher and so the workers will become more disgusted than ever be-

fore resulting in demends for betterment of wages and conditions, so they try in advance
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to keep the workers in subjection, which the official word carrier has inferred by mis-
take.

"I.W.W. organizational activities have been in force in all branches of the steel
industry, in the East as well as the West and its efforts will result in a gigentic or=-
ganization embracing workers in all steel industries. The trust pretends that the orgeni-

zationt's efforts are small and do not affect all steel workers.

"Now is the time to organize, for it is noticeable that it brings results from the

world's greatest trust.” ‘!




Duluth, Minnesote
Vay 4, 1939
Herold E. Rajale

From TYOMIES, page 1, col. 4; June 9, 1916
Vols XIII, no. 135. Date line June 9, 1916
Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., April 27, 1939:

"OVER TEN STRIKERS JAILED"

"(BY TELEFPHONE)"

"Aurore, June 9--This morning near eleven ofclock when several hundred miners in

the parade of strikers marched from Aurora, on the way to Biwabik, ceme to meet the
strikers, St. Louis County sheriff Meining and deputies, and ignoring the fact that

no disturbance had been created, jailed more than 10 strikers. Those jailed were Finmns,
Austriens end Italisns. (The correspondent expleins the occurrence in tomorrow's issue.)"

From TYOMIES, page 1, cole 33 Sat. June 10, 1916

Vol. XIII, no. 136. No date line

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis.; April 27, 1939:

"12 AURORA STRIKERS AND I.W.W.'S STRIKE-LEADER, ARTHUR BOOSE, JAILED"
"THE JAILED MEN'S NAMES"

"Those jailed men's names, who were jailed Fridey, when the strikers peacefully
were marching to Biwabik to urge the miners there to join in the struggle, as asppearing
in English newspapers were: Arthur Boose, Duluth, strike leader and I.W.W. organizer,
and 12 strikers: Willieam Halmi, Louis Paulmeri, Martin Caciec, Gust Micala, Joseph Gruni,
Mike Arwy, Charles Seppélnen, Arvi Lahtinen, Jack Byra, August Palmeri, Sam Sparkowitch
end R. B. Calokar.

"The men are confined in the town jail and the general prosecutor's eid E. L.

Boyle will charge them with inciting a riot end resisting authority."

From TYOMIES, page 1, col. 3; June 10, 1916

Vole XIII, Noe 136 Date Line: June 8y 1916

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., April 27, 1939:

“"CORPORATION'S BOSSES DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE STRIKE COMMITTEE"

"Aurora, Minn. June 8th--(from our own correspondent)-=-Strike continues peacefully,

and progresses continually forward. No changes have occurred in the strike picture.

All mines stand, not even one miner has gone to work. This evening was again the usual

strike parade in which severdlhundred took part, and merched behind & band, around the

town, end then gathered at the Finnish workers' building to hold strike meeting. At
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the beginning of the meeting the strikers had opportunity to hear the strike committee's
report of the visit by the committee with the mine corporation's bosses to discuss the
ﬁorkers' demands. The employers had made no arrangements but had only urged the men to
go to work. Otherwise they mentioned that they would not begin settlement with any kind
of strike committee, but wanted only to settle with the ﬁorkers themselves. I.Wele
league's manager Arthur Boose spoke for 40 minutes, explaining the meening of the organi-
zing activities. At the end of the speech began teking in members to the I.W.W. TWe
do not know how meny joined, however in the next issue we can publish that number.

"Today the strikers had plamned to go from here end march to Biwabik, but they
did not get a large emough crowd, so postponed the trip until the 9th, and will go in

the morning at 9 o'clock. MNusic corps will accompany the procession. It is believed

thet all strikers should be interested in this trip. The failure to meke today's trip

was attributed to the fact that it was to begin at 7 o'clock in the morning. This is
too early, it was for this reason many did not appear. In Biwabik are several mines,
it would be well if those mines were struck.

"The I.W.W.'s initiation fee formerly was $2.00, but this evening it was emnounced
that it was lowered to $1.00. It is possible now that all cen join the union for there
is not, a large initiation fee now. We remember last time that we mentioned that it
was plammed to ask a Finn, F. Westerlund, here. If we have made an error in the name
let it be straightened now, for we are asking W. Wesmen here, and not Westerlund. It
is said that the local mine~bosses have ordered that no strikers are permitted to come
on corporation land as long as they are in strike.

"Workers of other communities! Remember to stey eway from Aurora until we can
straighten matters here and until the employers have conceded to the demands of the
workers. Do not come here to take the bread from the mouths of your fellow workers.

Do not come here to trample down the homes of your fellow men for in so doing you will
trarmple your own."

From TYCMIES, page 1, col. 7; lionday, June 12, 1916

Vol+ XIII, no. 137, Date Line June 10th, 1916

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., April 27, 1939:

"SIX AURORA STRIKERS FREED"
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"Just before this issue went to press we received word that in Biwebik there has
Joined in strike 400 men and that spreading of the strike is a matter of waiting only.

"Virginie, Minn., June 10--Of those 13 jailed strikers last Thursday, today, six
were freed on 200 dollar bond, when 25 dollars should have sufficed. Their case will 1
come to trial next Monday when they will be charged with creating a mob. It is hoped
this evening that more will be freed on bond."

"MORE WORD OF THE STRIKE SITUATION™

"(From our own correspondent)--This morning gathered at the local Finnish workers!
building, soveral hundred strikers, from where they left in a parade, accompenied by
music corps, marched along the county road to Biwabike.

"When the procession arrived within a mile and a half of the town, from the town
was brought word that just a half mile eway from the parade on the so named Temmen
bridge is a strong police-army, known to be waiting for the strikers. Temporarily the
procession stopped, but soon it was plenned to continue on toward the destination.

"The bend begen to play a march and in that msmner began the peaceful strikers to
march with heads high toward this bridge to see whether such a condition had come to
pass that respectable workers would not be pemitted to go along e county road. When
the procession arrived at the bridge for a fact there was néar thirty police and special
police to receive them at the bridge. The St. Louis County Sheriff Meining was directing
this army. They did not ask the strikers where they were going, with clubs reised, in
readiness to breek in the skull of every slave if need be, they grasped by the neck and
Jailed 13. Obviously the police were ettempting to probe them to rioct because they
were kicking and poking the strikers with their clubs. The strikers only remained calm
and did not give this hound-crowd en opportunity to practice their hobby and sc beat
these workers, and possibly slaughter, which this hound=-squad in the bottom of their
heart wished to dc. The strikers obeyed the command and turned back to Aurora. Among
the jailed were four Finns, whose nemes are: Arvid Iehtonenen, Kalle Seppdld, Wilho Holm
and Gust Mikkala. I.W.W. league's organizer, Arthur Boose and an Itelian Joseph Greeni

were also jailed, the last mentioned has been from the begimming of the strike a strike

leader. The remeinder of those jailed were Italians end Poles. We do not know for

certain where the arrested were brought, but believe that they are being saved at Virginia.
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Obviously the roed-blocking hound=-squad had intended to arrest more than they did, for
they had prepared at least 30 autos at the scene of the arrest. As a result of the
happening exasperation is evident smong the strikers.

"The strike continues on. Strike-breakers have not sppeared. The strikers hold
meetings regularly every day. The town's saloons remain closed. We are waiting for a
Finnish arranger, who is coming to the strike-scene tomorrow. I.W.W.'s English spesaker
we are waiting for also, to arrive here.

"(More news on page 5.)"

(There was none).

From TYOMIES, page 1, cole 1l=2=3; Tues. June 13, 1916

Vole. XIII, no. 138. Date line: June 12, 1916

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., May 2, 1939:

"BIWABIK ORE-MINERS IN STRIKE"

"Biwabik, Mimn., June l2--Yesterdey, during the day was held here & mine-workers!
meeting, in which they resclved to amnounce that the strike begen lMonday-morning, and
so 250 men left work early this morning. The strikers held a meeting this morning atb
which they plamned to march in parede to the city hall and ask the Mayor to close the
saloons for the durstion of the strike."

"IHE STRIKERS' DEMANDS"

"At the same meeting this morning was arranged to present to the mine-owners the
seame kind of demands as the Aurcra miners are asking, namely an 8~hour day and 3 dollars
the lowest day-wage and abolishment of contract worke.

"Strike parade, containing 500 miners with wives, marched in the evening to the
Ruddy and Belgrade mines with intentions of asking those working miners to join in the
strike and so demand rights for themselves. The Aurora music-corps were at the head
of the procession, playing revolutionary tunes. As the parade arrived at the Belgrade
mine there were to receive them 15 armed rifle-~hounds and large bulletin-boards in which
was prohibited strikers from coming into the mine. The parade stopped near the mine
and the band played several pieces, after which the procession turned and continued
their trip on to McKinley where I.W.W. orgenizer Scarlet spoke to the strikers and

residents of the town.

"The women marched in the parade four miles and have plenned to walk to Elba and
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to Gilbert. Tt is grand to see the strikers® wives in the struggle ageinst the employers,
for it shows the employers that the workers are determined to better their existence.

"Rifle-hounds pass the marchers in automobiles, but the parade just marches onward,
and every time a rifle-squad passes by the strikers shout hurrahs at them to show them
thet they do not fear the hounds even though they frown and glare upon them as if they
want to eat alive every striker.

"In the evening joined the strikers all those miners who were yet today at work,
after thet not even ome mine is operating. The total mumber of strikers then reached
600, In the Bangor mine between Aurora and Biwabik, the workers have also joined in
the strike, and have demanded of the employers the same demands as asked for by the

Aurors strikers."

"JOSEPH ETTOR AND TRESCA HAVE ARRIVED AT VIRGINIA"

"I.W.W. union's organizers Joseph Ettor and Tresca have arrived on the iron-range
and are teking part in directing the strike and meetings. In Biwebik is also two
TI.W.W. union's organizers, Scarlett and a Slovenian, Smith, who cen speak Slovenien."

"STRIKERS! ATTORNEY LATIMER DISAFPEARED"

"As we are going to press we were notified by telephone from Aurora that from
Virginia has disappeered the strikers lawyer Latimer, who last Friday was jailed, and
did we know where he is. It is feared that the Steel trust hounds have captured him
and heve hid him somewhere behind locks until after the trial of the jailed strikers
before the Virginia court."

From TYOMIES, pege 1, col. 2; Tues., June 13, 1916

Vol. XIII, No. 138. Date line June ll.

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., May 3rd, 1939:

"UE WOMEN HAVE TAKEN PART IN THE STRUGGLE AT AURORA"

"purora, Minn., June 1l--(From our own correspondent)=-=The strike situation is
the same as before. No changes mor any arbitration hes taken place between the bosses
end strikers. The usual strike parades have been held every day. The last few days
only around the town. In today's parade took part many women. Rifle-hounds are

stetioned on the Termen bridge between Aurora and Biwabik watching so that no strikers

cen in a body go to the neighboring community. This indicates what consideration is
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given the demands of the workers. If a person dares to just breathe freer them he will

get lead or will land in the jail.

"Several orgenizers have arrived the last one from Chicage, and several have come

who can speak the language of Southern Europe. Finns have not come, nor do we need
any, for we will follow through eny moves made to our advantage."

From TYOMIES, page 1, col. 2; Tues., June 13, 1916

Vol. XIII, no. 138. Date line Jume 13th.

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Mey 3, 1939:

"JAILED STRIKERS TRIAL-ACTION ADVANCED"

"Virginia, Minn., June 13-=Concerning the 13 strikers that were arrested neer
Aurorae lest week charged with creating a mob and rioting, they have moved the trial' to
next Moﬁday, when their plea was presented before Judge Jemes P. Carey for trial yester=
day morning.

"The accused are engeging T. E. Latimer of Minneapolis. Some of those jailed, at
first, engaged for their representetive C. A. Onka, but now they want Latimer.

"Jack Brea, Sam Sparkovich, A. B. Calekar, Kustaa Mikkola and Wilho Holmi were re=
leased yesterday morning without backing. They are obliged to be at the hearing Mondeay
morning.

"Arthur Boose and Kalle Sepp#inen are being held in the local jail. Joseph Green
is trying to gether $300 bail, and Martin Cacie, August Pelmeri and Mike Aron gave $2€0
bail.

"The court-room was all full of people when the trial of the strikers was debated.

The official prosecutor for the steate was attorney Edward L. Boyle. }

*




. Mesa¥il Iron Range Finnish Study
‘Strike of 1907 John M, Wollner
3 Jan. 16
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Buresm of Labor Bulletin Vol. 19 - Page 393, 1909

The causes of the strike were increase of wages, an eight hour day, and
the abolition of the contract and bonus systems.

The strike was called July 20, because of conditions growing out of the
handlers strike at Duluth. The places of the strikers were gradually filled
and they sought other employment., By common consent the Fimnns have been the

most efficient workmen on the range

The Outlook - Mey 2, 1908

(A Labor Crises and a Governor) Charles B. Cheney - Page 25

The Fimnish Socialists incited the Western Federation of Miners to the
range, for the purpose of organizing and leading the strike. They sent
Teofilo Petruella, an educated Italian Socialist. The leaders among the
miners were N, di Stefano, Oscar Luikhunen, Aote Keiskanen, Jr., A. Anderson,
J. Maki, John Kolu, A, Takala, Frank Lucas, John Movern, P. Lundstrom,

E. McHale, F, Manarini and J. Connors

Discontent was the main aim of the Socialist leaders. Whether the strike
was won or lost, they hoped to make the men all Socialist.

Inflamed by fiery speeches and rosy promises, the masses followed them
blindly to defeat., It was reported among the men that they would win the strike
in gix monthe, with the aid of money from the West and then the union would own
the mines, and the railways and every man's share would be good for $2,500 a
year

P, 26, The business men, were bosses and skilled employees despised the
strikers as "cattle"

John Maki, a young Finn, undersized, simple-looking and roughly dressed

had come down to Duluth to see the governor while he was on tour,




He spoke slowly but well for a laboring man only six years in America, Maki
made this remark when the governor asked him if he had gone to school, "I go
to school all the time in the poor man's fight for existence. I learn by
fighting for existance." In one way his talk tended to show the strike
lesders more solicitious for order than the citizens and local officials.

P, 27. He complained of the bonus system under which part of the men's pay
wes withheld till the end of the season in order to hold them. He also

said that the contract system was unjust because of the different degrees of
hardness in ground. He also claimed that the men were overcharged for

dynamite and other materials.

P, 28. John Kotu, a union organizer and also a prominent Socialist.

Kobu was a Finlander, tall and loud voiced, he took the part of a real
agitator. He sald that men had been detailed to keep their fellows out of‘
the saloon. The strike failed through poor leadership and the strikers
themselves going back to work.

The Finns are still the main reliance, 5ut the young Finns most active

in the Socialist movement are being weeded out.




Clayten A. Videen
May 16, 1939

"1916 STRIKE"

The Labor Wiorld, Page 6, cols. 3 & 4; June 24, 1916
' Vol. 23, No. 46. No dateline First
Consulted at Labor.World office, 320 West Supewier St., Duluth, Minn., May 10, 1939:

Reported from "The Labor World." The first strike news appears in editorial form
on page 6 of the June 24th issue of the paper. This paper is a weekly. Wm. E. McEwen
was the publisher,

Small headline:

"I.W.W. STRIXE ON MESABA RANGE SPREADS; PRIVATE FOLICE A MENACE"

The editorial starts out by denouncing the I.W.W. stating that the A.F. of L.
"has no use for it." He further comments, however "That the strike of the iron miners
was not instigated by the I.W.W. but was provoked by a bully superintendent of the St.
Jemes Mine at Aurora, who worked the miners into accepting a contract under certain
reprosentations and when the men attempted to carry out their contract they found they
could not make a living at it. They were bothered considerably with the large emount
of earth and rock in the ore, for which they received no pay. The men protested.ss.

asked for a revision of the contract and they were told point blank that no revision

would be made. A strike was then called and it spread like wildfire throughout the

range ™

"The I.W.W. leaders, who were in Duluth, heard of the trouble and offered their

assistance, which was accepted. The only organization of miners recognized by the A.F.
of L. is the Western Federation of MMiners. It is not believed that any kind of labor
organization would be tolerated on the ranges, that is if the mining companies and
their agents can have their way.

"The law does not permit the importation of non-citizens of the state to act as
special police or deputy sheriffs, and many Duluth men are urged to serve as such. All
of the special police of the Steel Trust are employed as peace officers and so far as
we have been able to learn about the only lewbreaking that has occurred on the ranges
has been provoked by these mens... If the Sheriff of St. Louis County knows his duty
he will not tolerate meddlesome interference in enforcing the law from the private amy

of the Steel Trust."
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Another news item castigated a Virginia Judge--not mentioned by name=--for sentencing
men who tried to coax their fellow employes to join the strike.
The Labor World, Page 6, col. 4; July 1, 1916
Vol. 23, No. 47; No dateline
Consulted at Labor Viorld office, May 10, 1937:

This issue contains only a short news item to the effect that the iron range
strike may spread to the local ore docks. W, organizers are distributing literaturs.
The Lebor World, Page 1, cols. 3, 4, & 5; July 8, 1916
Vol. 23, No. 48. No dateline
Consulted at Labor World office, May 10, 1939:

Page 1 of this issue contains a 2=-col. editorial. The article states that both
the steel company and the I.W.W. are fundamentally opposed to "collective bargaining,"
but adds that had the A.F. of L. attempted to organize the miners, the steel company
would have given it an equally distasteful reception. The editorial further cites that
the steel corporation has ignored social and economic progress to the point of being
woefully unfair, and this makes collective bargaining necessary if the miners and their
families are to live decently.

Mr. McEwen brings up the fact that the steel corporation is always crying "'foreigners
who come over here stir up all this trouble.s The writer pointedly asks "who brought
these foreigners over here, and for what purpose were they brought?" He further states
that the Western Federation of Miners in 1907 received the same kind of abuse as did
the I.W.W. organizers in 1916. The editorial condemns the steel corporation for not
paying better wages.

The Labor Viorld, Page 1, cole 3 & 4; July 15, 1916
Vols 23, No. 49. Mo dateline
Consulted at Labor World office, May 10, 1939:

In this issue, McEwen writes a strong 2~col. editorial on page 1, under the fol=-
lowing headline.

"IIME TO ASCERTAIN TRUTH ABOUT MESABA RANGE STRIKE SITUATION™

McEwen says Governor Burnquist is taking too much for granted in listening only

to the story of the steel men. "There are two sides to every question," says the edi-

torial. "Daily papers are trying to befog the issue by laying the entire blame on the

few 'agitators' who belong to the I.W.Wee.. Bubt, we repeat....no set of agitators

would be able to start anything on the iron ranges or anywhere else umnless there was
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tsomething rotten in Demmark.!'" He said that the shooting of Deputy lMyron had another
side to it. HcEwen said "the shooting was started solely on account of the aggressive-
nass of one Nick Dillon, a mine guard, who received his training as a bouncer for a house
of i1l fame in the outskirts of Virginiassee This is common knowledge among the people
tn the range! The account stated that Dillon stormed the miner's home and demanded
the surrender of the striker. The woman who answered the door said that her hushand
would submit to arrest only by a regular officer, not employed by the Steel Trust.
McEwen further states that Steel company employes should not be deputized, and he asks
that Governor Burnquist forbid this practice, and ends the editorial with "Governor
Burnquist, its up to yout®
The Labor World, Page 1, col. 7; July 22, 1916
Vol. 23, No. 50. No dateline
Consulted at Lebor World office, May 10, 1939:

The following news story appears on page le.

"The real facts concerning the strike of the miners on the Mesaba Range have been
beclouded by misrepresentation and much prejudice aroused against the miners, according
to Attorney John A. Keyes of Duluth, who is acting as counsel for some of the leaders
who have been placed under arrest. lr. Keyes denounces the mining corporation police,
the 'gun men' as termed by the miners, and the courts and daily press in part. Stories
from the range have been highly colored, Mr. Keyes declares, and so for the sake of
justice, he has made the following statement regarding the cause and development of the
strike and conditions up to the present time:

"1So many false representations and misstatements have been made in the public press
and otherwise with relation to the strike of miners on the Mesaba range, in St. Louis
Countyesesthat I have finally determined to give a statement of facts as they exist and
which have come within my personal knowledge and observation with reference to this
strike.

"1The miners first went out at the St. James mine, near Aurora, Minn., on account,
as they claim, of unfair conditions in the mines.... TWhen they first struck they went

to the saloon keepers and mayor of Aurora end asked that the saloons be closed. They

then appointed a committee and in connection with the mayor approached the mine owners

for the purpose of getting en adjustmemt of their grievances. The mine owners refused
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to consider the application or to meet the committee. The men were not organized, a
desiring something of the kind, wrote to Ninneapolis to secure orgenizers.... Finally
some men ceme to the range, including Mr. Boose, who was for years a teamster in the
¢ity of Duluth, and a man of good reputation and characterses.. They came to the range
and started to speak to the miners with reference to forming a union. Before they could
cover the range the miners in mine after mine struck, and many thousands of men had
walked out. There was then, of course, an attempl, more or less, to enroll the miners
under the constitution of the I.W.W. as they had requested. It was not, however, until
efforts had been made in several directions to have the grievances of the miners con-
sidered by the mine owners.

"1The next thing that followed was the arrest of a large mumber of strikers, who
were on a peaceful parade from Aurora to Biwabik to attend e meeting there, and their
triel proceeded in the court at Virginia.

"17he next thing of moment that took place was the killing of a miner and the
shooting end seriously wounding of another miner whose name has not yet come before the
public. Both of these crimes were undoubtedly committed by mine guards, called by the
workmen, 'gun men,'! and not by the regular deputies. They carry revolvers and police
clubs and are under the jurisdiction of the mine captains, and not under the command
of the sheriff direct.

"1This conditiones«sshas existed in the state of Mimmesota for some years, and is

one of the most dangerous and anarchistic conditions that cen exist in any counbtryseee

"1The next thing of eny particular importence that occurred was the small clash

et Hibbing where a man was injured, which was directly caused by the mine guards coming
into the city and assuming to patrol the streets and interfere ﬁith the movement of
men therein..

"1The next thinge....was the tragedy at Biwebik where two men were killed and which
has been the excuse for the arrest end imprisomment, without bail, ofmemy men who were
perfectly immocent of any offense whatever, and the failure to arrest the guilty.

Hundreds of men are constently being seized without warrants all along the range for

no cause whatever, except that they are supposed to be prominemt. These men are placed

first in one jail end then another, and in meny instances they have no hearing before
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the court for days and when brought before the court excessive bail is required end
they are thus prevented from teking an appeal when convicted before prejudiced courts,
beceuse of ‘inebility to furnish the excessive bonds required. This wholesale arrest
has been so notorious that I have been unable to reach many of the men who are thus
seized, and even with able assistance it has not been possible to have the cases tried
or heard within reasonable time. These men naturally feel that the administration of
justice is being perverted and that they are being subjected to unjust treatmentecee'"

Mr. Keyes' sccount goes on to say that the municipalilies are generally fair and
heve mede honest efforts to assist in reaching an agreement. Also, the account says,
"the tales of violence have been highly colored" in the press and it is high time the
truth of the situation be knowm.

The Labor World, Page 6, col. 23 July 29, 1916
Vols 23, No. 51; No dateline
Consulted at Labor World office, May 10, 1939:

A news item reprinted from the Biwebik Times says that "the Americen Federation
of Labor is welcome on the Mesaba Range." The story seys that the A.F. of L. would
eccomplish much if it could teke the Mesaba miners under its wing, stabilize wages, and
bring better living conditions to the liesaba range.

The Labor World, Page 3, col. 3-5; August 5, 1916
.Vol. 23, No. 52. No dateline
Consulted at Labor World office, Mey 10, 1939:

There was little about the strike in this issue, except an item which stated that
the Minnesota State Federation of Labor had refused to sign a petition demending the
impeachment of Governor Burnguist for his stand in the Mesaba Miners' strike.

The Labor World, Page 1, cols. 3 & 4; August 12, 1916
Vol. 23, No. 53. No dateline
Consulted at Labor World office, May 10, 1939:

An editorial on page 1 was headlined: "TIME FOR MINE OWNERS TO TREAT WITH RESPONSIBLE

LABOR UNION." The editorial said that the steel corporation should have learmed something

from the 1907 strike; that the steel men complained of Fimnish radicalism, end now it

was the Austrian who was in rebellion. The Labor World says "The Industrial Workers

of the World is en irresponsible outfit," and that the A.F. of L. should step in.

"Not long ago one of the daily papers carried headlines something like the follow-

ing: "PITCHED BATTLE BETWEEN THE STRIKERS AND DEPUTIES."
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"We have taken the trouble to leern the facts, which are as follows:

"A miner near Biwebik owned a mongrel dog. The dog had a habit of barking at
almost everything he saw. One morning, real early, & porcupine crossed the dog's path.
Doggie went after the porcupine. The miner watched the proceedings with some degree
of satisfaction until the dog began to get the worst of the argument. The miner ran
for his gun end fired five shots at Mr. Porcupine and five times missed him. Deputies,
hearing the shots, ren to the scene~==after it was all over."

The Labor World does not mention the neme of the newspaper, but he is bitter towards
it for sensationalizing lies. The Labor World continues that the people are gradually
beginning to learn the truth, are beginning to learn that the steel corporation permmits
itself to be "babied" in the press and thet St. Louis County "people are going to re=-
member that the steel trust will have nothing to do with any kind of labor unions."

The Lebor World, August 19, 1916: There was no strike news in this issue of the paper.
The Labor World, Page 1, col. 2; September 2, 1916
Vol. 23, No. 66. Washington, D.C. Sept. 2
Consulted at Labor World office, May 10, 1939:
| A news dispatch with a Weshington deteline is as follows:

"Washington, Sept. 2--Every charge brought against the United States Steel Corpora-
tion by the striking miners of northern linnescte is sustained in a report just submitted
to Governor Burnquist by his own state labor commission. Winers have been exploited
by the contract system, cheated, oppressed, forced to give bribes to their mine captains,
arrested without warrants, given unfair trials, and subjected to 'se;ious injustices!
at the hands of the mine guards end police. This is the suhstance of the findings.

"Mine guards employed by the company, deputized by Sheriff Meining without investi=
gation, end supported by Governor Burnguist, are to bleme for all disorder. The report

says:

"*We are not entirely in sympathy with the belief that vigorous measures were

necessary to maintain peace and sefety in this strike. We are entirely satisfied that
the mine guards have exceeded their legal rights and duties and invaded the citizenship
rights of the strikers; that such violence as has occurred has been more chargeable to
the mine guards and police than to the strikers; and that the publie police departments

have entirely exceeded the needs of the situation, and have perpetrated serious injustice




upon the strikers.

"1Humerous cases of arrest without warrant, and unfair trials in the justices!

courts were brought to our asttention. We will not go into these cases in deteil, as

the federal men have promised & thorough investigation, but we are seriously impressed
that the mine guards should have been compelled to remain on mine property or disarm
when they left it.

"1Every shooting affray that has oceurred on the range has occurred on public
property. In no case have the so-called riots on or even near company property.

"1The parades of the miners have been peaceful, the public police have had no
trouble in maintaining order, and if the private mine guards had been compelled to
remain on company property we do not believe that there would ever have been eny blood-
shed on the range.!

"Governor Burnquist, whose telegream to Sheriff Meining was generally accepted as
an order to go to the limit in breaking the strike, is now on the defensive. In the
face of reports from the committee on industrial relations and from his own state labor
department, he cen no longer escape a reckoning for the part he has played in aiding
the steel corporation to maintain industrial tyremny. After reading the rpport of his
own state labor department he issued a statement saying:

"tAs an official I em interested only in the enforcement of the law. Personally
I have had four men up there to investigete canditions and none of the four has ever
reported to me any undue violence on the part of officialsd"

"Apparently Burnquist's investigators were carefully selected.™
The Labor World, Page 6, col. 3 & 4. No date published.

Vole. 23, Noe 58. No dateline
Consulted at Labor World office, May 10, 1939:

"Lenora Austin Hemlin of St. Paul was sent by the Women's Welfare league to get
first hand information about the treatment accorded to men and women during the miners!
strike on the Mesaba range, following & speech made before the league by Mary Heaton
Vorse and Elizebeth Gurley Flymn.

The St. Paul women wanted a colorless story of actual conditions. Mrs. Hamlin,
well trained for this sort of investigation, was requested to do the work. She visited

all the important points in the strike zone, and her story confirms the claims made
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during the strike by the miners. linnesota is closely following in the foolsteps of
Colorado and West Virginia, as is shown by the report. It reads in full as follows:

"1ifembers of the Women's Welfare League will recall that on Aug. 16 we were ad-
dressed by lMary Heaton Vorse and Elizabeth Gurley Flymn on the subject of strike con-
ditions on the range and that great interest was aroused by their description of the
part women were taking in the strike and the hardships they were enduring in consequence.

"1Following the meeting en informal request was made by officers end members of
the league that en investigation of strike conditions as they affect women and children
be made by the State Labor department with special reference to the case of Mrs.
Masonovich held, with her beby, without bail, in the St. Louis County jail. This case
was endorsed by other women's organizations and later a committee of three members of
the league, of which I was one, was appointed to follow up the inquiry.

"1In response to our request, and investigation was made by the Labor Department
into the Masonovich case, and into certain charges of child labor in the mines, and a
report filed with the govermor.

"1y visit to the range was of course quite unofficial, but as I enjoyed rather
exceptional opportunities of meeting and talking with the strikers and their families,
a brief sumary of my impressions eand conclusions may, perheps, be of interest.

"1From the Keewatin picnic on Sunday, when several hundred men and women walked a
distance of 14 miles or more to protest in a half a dozen different languages against
the refusal of the sheriff of Itasca county of the right of free assemblage in that
county, to my visit to Carlo Tresca and Mrs. Masonovich in the Duluth jail, the week

was e continuous mobtion picture performance of the most novel and vital sort.

"'Mer reel unrolled....storles of s:.mple forelg,n people; of tragedy suddenly

injected into a homely-domestic scene; of the heart-breaking struggle of the workers
\._‘___‘h*

against wealth end power and huﬁgmzpﬁ-gum%,hmbﬂ; officialdom; of

..-w-"

defience and the swift, sure desgeat~of 'Fhe lew; of slow imprisonment and the marshal-

“’_,‘.-—'

ling of legal fo;Mhe final battle---all against a background of bare, riven

red earthess. Verilchan life.

"tThere was a wild ride through the rain followed by a careful, painstaking exeming=-
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tion of the house near Biwabik in which the shooting of Deputy Myron occurred, a tragedy
as stupid, as unnecessary as could well be imagined. TFour armed deputies enter a home
and demand the immediate surrender of a man who happens to be asleep at the time in an
adjoining room~--=on a charge of Tunlawful assemblage.' The people in the house are
immigrants from the south of Europe, speaking little or no English. 'Wait till O'Hara
come' says the woman. O'Hara is the Biwabik police officer whom all the foreign people
in the district respect and obey.

"1But no, these newly created officers of the law clothed in a little brief
authority, will not wait. They pull their guns and begin to shoot. The woman struggles
with one of the deputies and tries to take his gun away from him. The husband and the
four boarders and the woman struggle with the deputies and beat them off. A deputy is
shot dead. A man delivering a case of pop at the gate is shot dead....two women made

widows, and their children fatherless, all because they couldn't 'wait till O'Hara come.’

———

"1Now a slender darkeyed Montenegrin woman with a pale-faced baby at her breast

weits in a close, sunl inside jail room, along with a dozen 'drunk and disorderly’
women of the streets, charged with . 58_she joined in defending her home and

her family against an attack of armed and apparently lewless men. The pity of it and

/

\ithe shame of it--in Anerica.

“ "1There was a visit to two women in a Duluth hospital, one a young Finnish women
whose back had been severely injured by being dragged over railroad ties and then tumblod
into a ditch while on picket duty. The other, an Austrian women, was arrested in her
kitchen, also on a charge of picketing. ©She denied the charge and resisted arrest and
lost her unborn baby as a result of the encounter. She was very ill....when I saw her.

"t,...Then there is Alice Arcola, who bit the patrolman, and is out on bail. She
was picketing and a big policeman grabbed her and left the black and blue marks of his

five fingers on her i nt her head and bit his hand and he let go.'

Tl o,
//——TG;;;e Finnish people on the Range are a remarkably interesting racial group which \\

ﬁill richly repay study and further acquaintance. For one thing, they stand for equality

[ between men and women. They bring that idea with them from Finland where men and women

{
{

\ enjoy equal political rights....
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"The Finnish co-operative movement is one of the surprises of the Range. In most
of the towns there is a Finnish hall owned co=operatively, and in many of them a Finnish
co-operative store. The halls have been open to the strikers for their meetings, free
of charge, and except for them it would have been exceedingly difficult for the strikers
to find a place in which to meet.

"The mine operators may break this strike, they probebly will, but they might as
well make up their minds that organization is coming. Capital is organized and labor
must orgenize in self'-protection, and the publie will support labor in its efforts to
organize. No emount of welfare work or philanthropy will taeke the place of self=respecting,

self-directing organization of the workers by themselves for themselves.

e ———————————————— Pg—

"s++0eIn defense of the right of free assemblage and free spesch we must be prepared\\

to take cracked heads and bloody noses, if necessary, women as well as men, for without /)

|
| it we are a nation of slaves."

-

riﬂérLabor World, P. 1, cols. 6 & 7; Dec. 9, 1916
Vol. 23, No. 69. No dateline
Consulted at Labor World Office, May 10, 1939:

There is & short story, boldly headlined, about the arrival of Judge Hiltonm,
Colorado, on the Mesaba Range, where he went to fight for strikers. Ie gained nation-
wide feme as a labor attorney. The headline reads as follows.

"JUDGE HILTON OF DENVER HERE FOR MESABA STRIKERS DEFENSE"

There was a short editorial on the editorial page, in which the lLabor World answered
the many who had written to the paper asking it to give credit to the Steel Corporation
for giving its employes a raise. The news of the raise had been printed in a loeal
daily, but it had not been confirmed by the steel company officials, either locally or
in New York. Some of the office help was given a raise, but the miners were not. The
editorial concludes: "That is why we never mentioned that 'raise.!' We are still waiting
to SEE it."
The Lebor World, Page 1, cols. 1 & 2; Dec. 23, 1916
Vol. 24, No. 19. No datdline
Consulted at Labor World office, May 10, 1916:

The following benner head, in huge type, reads:

"CASES DISMISSED; TRESCA SCARLETT AND SCHMIDT ARE QUT"

In slightly smaller type:
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"FEDERAL COURT HOLDS PICKETING IS LEGAL"
And again in smaller type:
"FORWARD LOOKING JUDGES DECIDE IN LABOR'S FAVOR"

The story follows:

"Scarlett, Tresca and Schmidt are freed. Last Friday they were let out of the

dingy, overcrowded St. Louis County jail and given their liberty." Then there follows

a lengthy account of how The Labor World has stood behind the labor orgenizers. It is
brought out in the trial that Mr. Dillon, who was with Deputy Myron at the time he was
shot, possibly aimed badly and shot the innocent "pop"man while trying to kill a striker.
Dillon is again roundly denounced, while the judges are commended for giving a fair

trial to the accused.




Harold E. Rajala
Mey 3, 1939

\

TYOMIES, page 3, cols. 4 and 5. Weds., June 7, 1916:

Volume XIII, No. 133; no story date.

Consulted at Tyomies Socieby, Superior, Wis., April 24th, 1939

"AURORA NEWS"

"Strike spreading. A few days ago was published news of strike at St. James mine.
The situation has developed to such an extent that the Miller, as also the Mohawk mine
workers have joined in the strike. The Miller Mine is wholly in a strike situation.
This morning marched 300 workers in body to negotiate with the said mine's superintendent.
The demands are to do away with contract work; in its stead a straight daily wage of
$3.,00. From this demand the strikers got a negative reply. The superintendent inferred
that before accepting the demands of the strikers they would rather shut down completely
the entire mine. Today at 1:30 left a group to the lMohawk and to the Hudson Mines!
officials to present demends and to announce a strike at those mines if they would not
agree to the demands.

"Strike making was not before considered, nor have any of the workers belonged to
any sort of an organization, and so naturally they did not have the strength. It is
true that one Finn spoke to them and said that 'join the I.W.W. for in it are members
from the vicinity. It has membership Qf 7,000,000 workers. This sort of announcement
does not gladden us Finns for in them there is no foundatiom.

"On the obther hand we cannot determine how we would come out in the fight against
the mine trust without organization. It has been said we would attempt to enlist all
mines in the strike. Then it would be possible to succeed."

TYOMIES, page 6, col. 3; Wed., June 7, 1916:

Vol. XIII, No. 133;: Story date: June 6.

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., April 25, 1939:

YMINE WORKERS' STRIKE WIDENS"

"Aurora, Minn. June &th-=(From our Correspondent)==~The strike condition here is

on & good foundation, in five mines are work-stopped, so that now are on strike near

2,000. lLerge parades were held all day yesterday in which 300 to 400 people took part.
Everything emidst the strikers looks to a good organization. The first thing done was
to close the doors of all saloons for the duration of the strike, for the reason that

we would not find the time to better the condition, and so not to endanger the honor




of those who are engaged in strike,

"Another correspondent's version of the strike situation:

"All six mines are now struck in Aurora, in w}.ﬁch the strikers number nearly a
thousand men. On this month the 5th day marched the strikers to four mines, namely the
Miller, Mohawk, Hudson end Medow where they asked the workers in those mines to quit
their work; which they did. Two mines had already before went on strike, end now there
is not even one ore mine in operation in this community. This evening at 6 gathered
the strikers at the worker's hall where the strikers were addressed by an Italien miner
in English and in Italian languages. Just before seven the strikers formed a group
containing more than 500 men, and left to march to the Medow mine to ask the mine-slaves
to join in the strike, they also did. When the marchers arrived at the said mine there
were mine-bosses ready to receive the strikers. The mine-captain asked those strikers,
‘what do you really want; haven't you been paid the best wages in this mine than in
any one of the other mines?! The strikers!' committee explained that they wanted that

mine's workers to engage in sympathizing strike. When the strikers did get all the

said mine's workers they marched back to town and arrived back at the workers' hall,

where a meeting was held. The strikers' demands are $3.00 the lowest day wage end
abolish contract work. Also they are trying to meke the mine companies recognize the
unions To the strikers was announced that to the I.W.W. union's organizer was sent
word to Minneespolis, who is coming here to organize the workers into the said union.
Tomorrow morning the strikers will gather at the workers' hall and will go to the.Atrik
mine to demend the mine-slaves there to join the strike. From here it is about four
miles to said mine. In the ranks of the strikers are several nationalities. Enthusiasm
in the ranks of the strikers is strong. The mayor of the community this morning ordered
all saloons to close, for which we have no fear that it will affect the strikers'
honorable work."

TYOMIES, page 1, col.l& 2; Thurs., June 8th, 1916

Vol. XIII, no. 134, Date line June 8th, 1916

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., April 25th, 1939:

"AURORA MINERS'! STRIKE WIDENING"

"I.W.W., LEAGUE AGENT TRYING TO GET STRIKE IN EFFECT ON WHOLE IRON-RANGE
AND MAKING EFFORT TO ORGAWIZE THE WORKERS INTO THE AFOREMENTIONED LEAGUE"
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"Aurora, Minn., June 6th--(From our own correspondent)--On the 6th day of this
month came here the I.W.W. league's organizer, Arthur Boose, from Duluth and spoke at
our local workers' hall for probebly an hour. The strikers were at the depot to receive
Boose. The procession included about 600 strikers. It .was ammounced before that on
the 6th day they were going to the Atriatic mine, which is near lMesaba, from here, abuout
5 miles, but they are not going yet ‘today to the said mine, but will go tomorrow on
the 7th day of this month. Near the Atriatic are two other mines, in which tomorrow

the strikers plan to stop work at these three mines. On the 6th day of this month the

strikers, numbering about 300, went to the Bangor mine and stopped work at that mine.

The Bangor mine is located 3 miles from Aurora. On the seventh day of this month is
going I.W.W. union's organizer A. Boose to the Bangor mine to speek. Boose will not
be here long, his itinerary is plammed to include entire iron-range. On the seventh
dey of this month is coming here several language speakers, including a Finnish speaker.
A. Boose said that he plans to get the whole iron-range mines in strike."

TYOMIES, page 1, col. 3=4=5; June 9: 1916.

Vol. XIII, no. 136. Dgte line June 7, 1916

Consulted at Tyomies Society, Superior, Wis., April 26th, 1939:

"AURORA'S STRIKERS WILL ABANDON I.W.,W.'S DEMAND TO BE RECOGNIZED UNLESS
IS GAINED LARGE SUPFORTING STRIKE ON IRON-RANGE"

"pAurora, Minn.-<{From our own correspondent)==0n the 7th day was held large strike
meeting at the Finnish workers! building. The meeting began at 7 o'clock and ended at
10. About 500 strikers attended. I.W.W.'s organizer Arthur Boose was at the meeting
and gave a short speech at the begimning of the meeting. The Finnish representative
was the Socialist writer F. Jaakkala, who also spoke at the meeting, urging the strikers
to remain mutually agreed. At the meeting was elected a strike committee, in which was
appointed two men of each nationality, making the committee number 11 members. TWhen
the committee was appointed then began a consideration of demands, that the strikers
will offer to the mine companies.

"The demands are as follows:

"$3.50 the lowest day wage in wet mines end $3.00 in dry mines.

"8-hour work time (the present work-time is 8 hours.), so that within this period

of 8 hours in the morning are let down into the mine and brought up in evening.
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"8=hour work time at mine-top workers and lowest wage $2.75 a day. (The present

is $2.35-$2.60.)

"Pay-day two times a month. (The present system is one payment monthly.)

"Saturday evening nightshift abolishment, but the demend for that period is for
full pay.

"If a worker quits work his wages must be paid immediately.

"Here is now the demands which will be presented to the mine-owners. The afore-

mentioned demands were approved by the meeters.

"We have before mentioned in this newspaper, that together we will meke our demands

and recognize the union, bubt at this evening's it was agreed that we would not include
these demands yet until we know that we can gelt the entire iron-range in the strike;
if we can not the group thought, we had too little strength to accomplish the demands,
as are wanted of these mine~companies.

"Strike pickets were selected, two strikers for each mine and two of each nationality.
Somehow this strike—observer army became quite large. The strike-observer was required
to regularly keep watch every day and bring each evening reports to meetings and also
to the strike committee.

"It was agreed that every evening at 6:45 all strikers gather at the Fimnish
workers' hall and then form parade, then march around town and return to the hall to
hold a meeting. Tomorrow morning at 8 we will gather at the hall and go to Biwabik
to try to get that town's miners into the strike. The town mentioned is 6 miles from
Aurora.

"The meeting-énded; cheerfulness prevailed among the strikers.

"At the end of that meeting asked Jaakkola that the Fimns should hodd small after=
meeting, which was approved. Jaekkola explained that it was necessary to send some kind
of announcement of appeal to Mimmesote and Michigen miners so that they would begin to
help the Aurora and vicinity strikers who are engaged in strike. Also was suggested to
send to all Socialist groups on the Mesaba iron-range word, to choose a committee %o
begin agitation in their community to induce ore miners to strike. Both suggestions
were approved. Jaekkola asked, do the Finnish strikers need here a Finnish man to lead

the strike, for he could not stmy more than a couple of days. He proposed some good men
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like Wm. Risto, Tammeri, T. Heino for instance, but recommended highly F. Westerlund.
It was resolved to ask Westerlund here for a leader.

"As we announced before that the strikers planned to go on the 7th day to the
Atric mine, where they did go, with a group of about 300. When the strikers arrived
at the mine there was the county sheriff to receive them, with 20 policemen. The sheriff
shut off the road from the strikers so they could not get on the mine property. But
the strikers went to an open place where very well they could see the mine opening and
called to the mine's men. From there came several miners. The strikers were able to
explain the situation end soon were all mine-slaves out of the mine. It is odd that
they did not attempt to stop the slaves from leaving work.

"So then the strikers succeeded in getting the miners in this mine to strike also.
Now there is on strike in Aurora and viecinity in all eight mines.

"In the strike area has not happened any disturbances. Peacefulness prevails.

This community's saloons have before closed."
"RIFLE-HOUNDS APPEAR IN STRIKE REGION"

"When the strikers marched in parade to the Atric mine, which is from here about
four miles, upon their epproach they saw coming to meet them a large crowd of men, ebout
20 men. They first thought they were strikers, but it was a grave error. They were
rifle-hounds, who stopped the strike-procession. But regardless of that, from there
too, joined in the crowd a large part of the workers, demanding e betterment of conditions.

"Whet have they to do in this peaceful situation, as is evident, and exists. The

strikers remesin calm, but are at the seme time determined behind their demands.

]
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Duluth, Minnesota
Clayton A. Videen
June 7, 1939
1916 STRIKE
The Survey, p. 411, cols. 2 & 3; p. 412, col. 1; January 6, 1917
Vol. 37, No. 14; no dateline
Duluth Public Library; May 22, 1939
Ttem 1
"For the shooting and killing of Deputy Sheriff James Myron out on the lesaba
Range last summer, three strikers were sentenced to Dec. 15 last to terms in the state
prison not to exceed twenty years. The three men are miners, and it was in the house
that one, Philip Masonovitch, the shooting effrsy took place. His wife, who was emong
the eight indicted emd imprisoned in connection with the affair, had been previously
released on bail.
"The cases against the three Industrial Workers of the World, Sam Scaret, Joe
Sehmidt end Carlo Tresce, the latter lmown to have been far from the scene of shooting,

all arrested as 'accessories after the fact,' were continued indefinitely. According

to Margaret Culkin Bamning, director of the social center department of the city of

Duluth, 'it is so extremely improbable as to be almost uncertain that their cases will

never come to trial.?

"Mirs. Banning writes further to the Survey: 'This action came as a complete surprise

to almost everyone interested in these cases. The trials had been scheduled to begin
about December 20 in Virginia, Minnesota, and from all appearances & spectacular series
of trials was about to take place. A defense fund committee had been created end appeals
for contributions had been widely circulated on the plea that the Industrial Workers

of the World were preparing an elaboreate legal defenses...!

"1Almost immedietely after the trisl, the Industrial Workers of the World orgenizers
and all of the leaders....left the renge.... The contract labor system has not been
abolished. The strike leaders believe, however, that because of the agitation, less
corruption exists under it than formerly. There is no charge in hours of labor as
demended... Lastly, and most important, there is no change of attitude on the part of
the mining companies toward organized labor. They will neither recognize it nor deal

il b et
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Duluth, Minmesota
July 26, 1939
Harold E. Rajala

Fram Teollisuusty8léinen, p. 2, col. 7; Fri. Dec. 22, 1916

Vol. 3, no. 300; no dateline

Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 20, 1939

Item #58

"Virginia & Rainy Leke Company log-car unloaders made strike, om the 18th day of
this month, which lasted omly an hour and a half when the company agreed to demands for
e raise of 26¢. Their wages are now $3.10.

"Of‘ten have been heard suggestions that all the company workers join the I.W.W.
so that they may enjoy higher wages. By joining the union the men will gain strength
and understanding as ome. Get your I.W.W. card, for another wage boost will be neces=-
sary."

From Teollisuusty8l8inen, p. 1, cole. 1; Sat. Dec. 23, 1916
Vol. 5, no. 501; no dateline

Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 20, 1939
Item 59
\

"LIVING CONDITIONS ARE MISERABLE IN FINLAND"

"pl PORI COFFEE COSTS FROM 12 MARKS AND UP AND THE USE OF SUGAR IS
RESTRICTED"

"In a letter from Finland, received by Vilho Ylise at Duluth is said that at his
former home near FPori the-same conditions exist as in obther parts of Finland the Russian

reign has tightened living condifions much more severe. From the owners are taken horses

by force and brought to work on the “m;--frorrb, end nothing is paid for their use. Horses

are worth from 700 to 800 marks, but no ;i-q;nise is made if they will ever be returned.
This creates a severe condition for the ownerg‘practically have to depend on the horse
for a living, having their horses tora away fram :‘t'hez_n. The price on horses has risen so
high that if one wants to buy a horse in place of the ome robbed he would have to pay
2,000 marks for it, and he would have difficulty in finding a horse even at that price.
The coffee price is 12 marks and up per Kilo and the better coffees cost from 18 to 20
marks a kilo. ‘The use of sugar is so restricted that no family can get more than 500
grams a monbh; The same applies to other foods which are terribly high and their use

is rg\astricl;ed greatly. Flour cannot be bought at any price."

b

From Teollisuusty8l¥inen, p. 1, col. Sat. Dec. 23, 1916
Vol. 3} no. 301; Virginia, Minn., Dec. ®2
Workers\Socialist Publishing Co.; July 29, 1939

Ttem 60 .
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Item #60

"WOODSWORKER DIES AS A RESULT OF A TREE FALLING ON HIM"

"Virginia, Minn., Dec. 22--A woodsman named John Berg died here today from injuries

suffered ,’}:im by a tree i‘alli’,ng' on him while working at Berst Brothers woods-camp at
Central e near the Duluth Winnipeg railway."
Fran Teollisuusty8l#inen, p. 1, col. 5; Sat. Dec. 23, 1916
Vol. 3, no. 3013 Virginia, Minn., Dec. 22
Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 20, 1939
Item 461
"SAWMILL WORKERS AT VIRGINIA DEMAND WAGE INCREASE"

"Virginia, Minn. Dec. 22-~From our own correspondent-~Virginia sawmill workers
will present to employers, next week, demands for increase in wages. A large mass meeting
of sawmill workers will be held next Sundey at two o'clock in the afternoon, at the
Socialist Opera. At this meeting will be discussed the demands which will be presented
to the mill-barons next week.

"All sewmill workers are asked to take notice of the above announcement and begin
at other places too to meke plans to organize into one big union, so that when all of
you are in a union then it will be easier to force mill=barons to agree to your demands.

"Organization here is rapidly forging ahead among the woods-workers end mill workers,
but not all industrial workers have joined yet in the I.W.W., and not until a majority
of the workers have joined into one big union can they force the employers to give them
e decent wage so they will not have to suffer the starvation wages which the local woods
and mill-barons pay now-a=days."

From Teollisuusty&l&inen, pe 2, col. 5; Sat. Dec. 23, 1916
Vol. 3, no. 301; no dateline
Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 21, 1939
Ttem /62
"VIRGINIA"

"Accidents are again becoming en every day occurrence. Again on the 20th day of
this month when our Finnish friend Richard Niemi was working on an old drift in the Alpena
Mine, in some way a heavy mine timber fell on Niemit's leg resulting in fracturing his
leg below the knee. The injured worker was brought to the company hospital where he will

have to lay for some time before the leg will be as good as before. We hope him speedy
recovery so that he might again join his friends. Niemi has been for meny years active
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in Finnish workers organizational activities."
From Teolisuusty8ldinen, p. 1, cols 1; Wed. Dec. 27, 1916
Vole. 3, noe 303; Virginia, Minn. Dec. 25
Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 21, 1939
Item 63
"MILIWORKERS HAVE HELD MASS MEETING"

"WIRGINIA SAW-MILL WORKERS HAVE PRESENTED WAGE INCREASE DEMANDS T0 THE
EMPLOYERS"

"IHE MILL-BARONS IN FEAR OF STORM RAISE IN SOME WAY WORKERS PAY 25 CENIS"

"Virginia, Minn., Dec. 25=<From our owmn correspondent-=The Virginia Rainy lake
samnill company has raised workers wages 25¢ for only those working on nightshift, end
under the condition that the man will‘ have to come to work every night, or send a man
in place if even one night the worker cannot come and then he will lose the 25¢ for the
day. Think workers the raise will only apply if you go to work regardless of whether
you are sick or well. Do you still say you are in Free America? Even that wage increase
comes because the mill-barons see a storm rising, which they plan to avoid by throwing
257 to a few workers. But in that the barons have stacked their cards wrong which is
proved by the mill-workers meeting which was held last Sunday where was approved demands
which were sent to the company officials yesterday demanding an answer within 24 hours.
The demends are as follows:

1) A 25/ wage increase to all workers in the mill and yards.

2) Abolishment of Sunday work.

3) On Saturday only 8 hours of work for those on day=-shift and 5 hours for those
on night-shift, at full=-pay.

4) Work shifts be changed after every week (before it was changed every two weeks).

5) Union men shall not be layed-off.

"The demands are few and we can force the company to accept them, if we all stand
as one for all and all for one.

"The foregoing demands were presented to the mill-barons, with demands for en
answer in 24 hours.

"Cloquet sawmill workers are asked to keep close watch on happenings in Virginia.

If a struggle begins here, are you ready to join in, and demand more wages and a shorter
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working dsy? The next millworkers meeting will be held today (Wednesday, Dec. 27).
Night shift men at 2 o'clock in daytime and day-shift mem at 8 this evening. At the
meetings will be decided if we go on strike if the mill-barons do not concede to the
demands."

From TeolisuustyB8ldinen, p. 1, col. 4; Dec. 27, 1916

Vol. 3, no. 303 Gilbert, Minn., Dec. 26
Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 24, 1939

Iten 64
"MINE-COMPANIES HAVE GIVEN GIFTS TO THEIR FAITHFUL SCABS"

"Gilbert, Minn., Dec. 26~=The Pickands-Mather company officials have here given
Christmes gifts, amounting to 6,000 dollars, to those faithful scabs who worked in the
campany mines last summer during the miner's strike. In the company language these
scabs are knmown as 'loyal' workers. 450 men are known to have received this Judas-money
for deceiving their fellow workers. It is indeed low to see these workers accepting
such money which they should throw back in the face of the officials who gave it."

From Teolisuusty8l¥8inen, p. 1, col. 4; Dec. 28, 1916
Vol. 3, no. 304; Virginia, Minn., Dec. 27

Workers Socialist Publishing Coe.; July 24, 1939
Item §65

"MILL-BARONS DO NOT CONSIDER THE WORKERS DEMANDS®

"Virginia, Minn., Dec. 27-=by telephone--This afternoon was held a sawmill workers
meebing at the Fimmish Opera, to which was brought the employers answer to the demands
brought to them by the workers committee. The bosses enswer was this: 'We will not
even begin to consider the question.? Because of this the night shif't workers decided
to stay awey from work so as to be able to discuss with day shift mem the bosses answer
and to discuss a strike amnouncement."
From Teolisuusty8l#inen, p. 1, col. 1-23 Fri. Dec. 29, 1916
Vol. 3, no. 306; Virginia, Minn., Dec. 28
Workers Socialist Publishing Co.; July 24, 1939
Item 66

"VIRGINIA SAWMILLS IN STRIKE"

"VIRGINIA & RAINY LAKE MILLS ARE COMPLETELY AT A STANDSTILL-~GUNMEN
ARE GUARDING*

"STRIKERS IN LARG