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Fimish Study

"FINNISH WOMEN VOTE MORE THAN MEN -
TALK LESS POLITICS."

" % % % the attention of the world has lately been
turned in the direction of this land of the far north, with the
result that it has been discovered in some respects to be
farther advanced than any other country in the world, For in-
stance, nowhere else do women enjoy equal rights with men to the
seme extent that they do in the land of the Fimns, For a num-
ber of years the women there have had the right to vote, and a
number of the members of the Diet, or Parliament, are women., At
present, the number of female voters in the country outnumber
the males by mnearly 100,000. * * *

A brief history of the movement for equel rights for
women in Finlend is contained in a recent issue of the New York
Evening Post, from which we quote the following:

The equal rights advocate!'s paradise would seem
to be that little lmown and little understood country,
Finlend., Women there are more nearly on the same
footing with men than in any other land. Altho they
have not yet won everything, being still barred from
becoming judges or ministers in the state church, even
those triumphs will probably be theirs ultimately.

Before 1864 an ummerried Finnish woman, whatever
her age, vould not control her own property, but had to
have it administered through & guardian., In that year,
however, the Diet enacted a law providing thet a girl
upon reaching fifteen should have the right to her earn-
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Women - Politics:

ings: that on reaching 21 she should have contrel of
her property upon petitioning the court, and that at
twenty-five absolute control should autometically

pass tc her. Originally a dasughter was entitled %o
only one-half of her brothers' share of an estate, but
she was allowed to share equall”y with them by the lew
of 1878, * * *

The right to partieipate in school and local elec-
tions is not new to the Finnish womens they have had
it for many years, but have not had the right to hold
mmnicipal office. This they achieved only in 1906, when
‘the Diet enacted a law providing for universel equal
suffrege for every eitizen of Finland of the age of
twenty-four. Since then many women have been elected
to the chief legislative body, end, in fact, in 1916,
out of two hundred members, twenty-four were of the sex
whose "place is in the home™. * * *

Finaneial America (New York) - Says the Journals

* * * % The Diet contains two hundred members. In
the last Diet there were but eighteen women members. In
the first national election in which the women partici-
pated, in 1907, the number of successful women candi-
dates was nineteen, and the highest number was reached
in 1916 with twenty=four women members out of the total
of 200, The Socialist party has elected a larger per-
centage of women proportionally than the other parties,
altho the difference has not been very great. For the
most part, the women elected by the Secialist party have
been those acting as peid agitators for the party, for
which activity they seem to be very well quelified. * * %"
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By: Baroness Gripenberg

‘ (The first nationsl legisleture to admit women to its

| membership is the Finnish parliement. . . « The Baroness
Gripenberg has an excellent command of English., She visited

| America some years ago where her addresses are still remembered

| by those who heard them.--Editor)

essevebarliament pas 1e¢ law last year on May 21;
the Czar sanctioned the law O only two months after
its

ts passage by Parliament.
ceesssOf our 200 members, 80 belong to the Social Dem=
ocratic party. The next strongest is the Finnish party, with
! 59 members; the so-called young Finnish party has 24; the
Swedish party has 243 the Agrarien party 11, end the so-called
Christian party two., All kinds of political divisions exist

| now because of the somewhat chaotic conditions of recent years.

There are 19 women in the Parliament, which I should
have said is composed of but one chamber. Of these women, 9
| were elected from the Sociel Democratic party; 6 from the Finnish;
2 from the Young Finnish, one from Swedish and one from the
party....among these 80 Social Democrats there are 30
| who heve very little scho They may be able to read, but

there is no guarantee that can writes, « « &

eesssslle have eight perlismentary committees: on law,
constitutionel questions, finence, economic and social questions,
agrarian, etcs « « o o

ceesssAl]l petitions must be read within two weeks after
parliament has opened. The petitions introduced by the women

of the Finnish party are eight in ell. The first concerns
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married women's property. Married women here cannot possess
enything but their wages. The second petition conerns e mother's
right to her children. According to our lew the father has the
sole right to the child; he can take it away from the mother end
send it off if he wishes to. We think this is no longer in
gccordence with modern ideas. Then there is & petition for
inerease in the number of midwives. The number now is very
smell. In our hard climate the children ought to have the best
of nursing from the very first. The lack of this is seen in the
terrible infant mortelity.

Another petition we have presented is for the establish-
ment of practicel schools in housekeeping, needlework end domestie
science. Two petitions relate to social purity. One of them
esks for reforms in lews concerning children born out of wedlocke
Our laws on this subject are very old end these unhappy children
have scarcely eny rights. Another law ls for further protection
of children. The age consent is high; & girl 1is protected up
to the age of 18; but if the girl is older than 12 years, the man
who hes committed the offence ageinst her can get off by e money
payment, which is sometimes not more than $60. The parents of
the girl are usually poor, end they are tempted to compromise
for sum of money. Then according to our lew & girl cen be
married st fifteen; this is much too young; for girls in our
climete et that ere are but children. We ask to have the age

of merrisge fixed at 18. « o« o

vesseesl have long been working for sufferage for women
and trying to educate women for this responsibility; but we have
worked under greet disadventages. For instence, during six or
seven years of political oppression we were not ellowed to hold
meetings. « o« o

evesesThe temperance movement in Finlend is not espoused
by e single party; but all political parties with the exception
of the Swedes have & prohibition lew on their progrém. « « « e
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the land of a %} akes,” w & grand duchy under

ssian soverelgnt)

y prior to 1917, Degember G, 1517, Finlend
declared her independence.
a8 its extreme length, North to South,
700 miless Finland is bordered on the North by Norwegian Lape

East by Russia, on the South by the Gulf of Finland, and on the

ulf of Bothnie, Finland has an aree of 149,588 square

being forests, 11% lakes, 37 areable and 5% gress lend, Ite largest

is Ladoge, also the largest in Furope. Finland's lakes provide means for
sportetion to e better extent then do the riverss Of the rivers, the

onio is the most importent, and it flows between Finland and Sweden,

Geologicdlly, it is similer to the Scandinavian Penninsuls, showing
races of roek before and after the glacier era,
Climatically, Finland is & land of extreme cold and long winters,

A

with short spring and autumg the summer is about two to two and one hal

Eoonomically

Finlends ¢limete hinders the agricultural district, meking the agrio=-

than the demand, The principal items in descending

order ares hay, potatoes, oats, rye, barley, wheat, eto; value equel to

5000,000 marks per year.
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In 1926 Finlend hed 8,626 factories, employing 149,367 workers, and
yielding 10,935,000 markss Chief industries ares wood, paper, iron and mechen

ical works, textiles, lesther, etec,

The mercifantile merine of Finland, Jemuary 1, 1927, was composed of

4,930 vessels; 1t also hed in 1927, two mirlines, The iki-8tockholm and
He]airki Revals
Finland has 10,700 miles of primsry roeds, end 16,00 miles of seconde

o

ary roeds, DBy 1927, 2,886 wmiles of reilroad, 2,708 miles were ownad
¢ E k] ] l

There are 2,811 telegraph offices, 14,170 miles of

of telephone, all state owned,

Population (Aecording to data of 1926)

Total population amounted to 3,5! ; Jo urban, the remainder
in country districtss Classified accordin anguages Finnish 88,7,
Swedish 11%, others .3%. Religiouslys Protestant 97%, Greek Orthodox, 1.7%
Roman Catholius, .02%, others 28%e Acoording to ocoupstions egriculture
66%, industry 18f, transport 3%, public administretion 27, miscellanes aous, 107,
1926 birth retes ere as follows: 21,7 per thousend and desth rate
13,4 per thousend, This meens an incresse of people to the extent of 8,8 per
thousand, or 29,349 during the year of 1238, The population in 1930 waa
3,667,067,

Source = Incyclopedia Britannica Volume 9, l4th edition,.

and Qocupetion of

a
o
Finns

Distribution
- ey
41010

Wo find the greatest numbers inhabiting the northern states of our
countrye Tkey are most numerous in Michigan, Minnesota, Massachusetts, New

York, Washington, Oregon, Ohio, and Wisconsin. The first Finns came to the
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"so=called” Copper Country of the Upper Peninsula of Michipgen because they
had been imported by one of the large mining companies operating there,
When the first Pinns were settled there, they called cthers of their friends
and relatives, Thus the Finn, who had nevér been & miner in his netive country,
beceame a miner at Americe, which occupetion he has fellowed ever since,

But.why didn't he settle in Iows, or Illinois, or Ohio or in some other
fertile section of the United States, The Immigrant knows from solid facts of
reality thet he has no chance there without means. Homesteads were not to be

&

procured in them states any longer when he ceme, The only chance he hed was to

stick to any kind of a job until he had saved enough to feel independent, But

by this time he had become acqueinted with his work end the surroundingej others

followed him, end in & short time there was e large commmnity of his countrymen
about hime If he now thought of settling on a famm he.didn’t have money enough
to buy one in § valuable farming section, neither was he acquainted with such
places, The thing tc do was to buy & farm in some neighborhood where other
Finne had settled before him, or take a homestead in some far away unsettled
region in Northern Michigen, Wisconsin, Himmesote or some other northern state.
This is the main reason why the Finns have settled so largely in the colder

end unfertile sections of the United States.

The Finns in the Mines

We shall consider this occupation first because it wee the first
ocoupetion the Finn was engeged in on coming tc Americe, In Finland mining
does nut exist as we lmow of it in Americs. No doubt, there are mineral de-
posits there, but they heve not been developed es yets Yot the first comers
to America were led into this oceupation, and as he was an 1nqustricus and
hard worker, he made good, and has ever since been known as e miner of the
first rank. From the copper mines of Houghton and Keweenew Counties many

found their way to the iron districts in Marquette County, that were just
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opening about this time. Later we find them coming to the large Iron district
known as the Gogebie Range.

The iron mines in northern Minnesote were opened up considerably later
then in Michigen, By thet time the Finn had become reéognized as g good miner,
and found, therefore, no difficulty in getting work on the Vermillion and
Mesaba Ranges of Minnesota. The mines developed very fast in this section,
being mostly openw-pit mines from which ore could be dug up very cesily, More
Pinns kept coming right aleong, until at the present t
many Fimns in Minnesote as in Michigan,

Besides the iron and copper mines, Finns mre also found employed in
the cosl mines of Pennsylvanis, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, and Illinois, Some
have entered mining fields in Colorado, Arigone, Alasks, and other pleces, mo
that it is not a rare thing to find a Finn almost anywhere,

The Finn as a Farmer

Over 50% of the Finns have come from agricultural life so that it is
not surprising if we find their steps leading back to farm life even in America.
"If I eoculd only get about forty acres of land, I could live more comfortably

2

on & farm, Thet is an ideal place to bring up your family; and then if a men should

be. sick, his pay=roll would not be affeocted by it right away; and a farmer is

independent and free.," Thoughts like these are often expressed by men living

in towns or oities, It seems to be quite a general desire to cettle on a farm
sometime, and hundreds are realizing this hope every year, After laboring in a
mine or at some other work for a few years, until he has saved enough to give him
e gtingy start, he buys land, from 40-120 acres, end takes up his cherished

occupation, He generally secures e cute-gver strip of land in Michigen, files

o

2

a Homestead in Minnesota, or purchases en old farm in western New York, Comnecte
ieut, or elsewhere. The stumpy land looks very forlorn and challenging. But

the FPimn settles down to work and clears scre after acre, although compelled
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to leave his home many e time

£

e work in

winter months in order to éarn mesns of subsistence for himself, and his

femily. For this reeson Mr, J. H, Jasberg, land agent of the DuDsDs & As Re Rep

who hes sold more land to the Fimms than eny other men in Ameriocs, sald that

the only languege the stumps uederstend in Upper Michig

070

Bource = From (nﬁrmen‘izamc
by J, Wergelin A,l,

ipration from

-t

onn from Finland hes been, with the first

comee {rom Norway end Sweden, as well as with the later ones, meeger earnings

and wmcertainy of subsistences This can be resdily seen from the rise end fall

of 3fwmi

ration according to financiel conditions in 4dmerica.
been the compulsory military service

the time thet immigretion from Fine

begen to grow. JAn explenation for this is not that the Fimn is afraid

to fight,=-on the contrery it must be said that he is a greet warrior, as the

of the Thirty Years Wer, Turko-Russien War of 1877, the World War,

Red Rebellion of Finlend in 1918 ste. prove--but naturelly poece loving

Baltie

geen tooc much of war, His country hes been e battlefield
[
struggle for supremescy between the Slevs and the Ccendinaviens in the

3

countries, He had shed his blood on neerly every foreign battlefield

where nations have assembled, 4£s & result of this, there is instilled inte

the mind of the Finn a dread and abhorrence of wers This sentiment has been

instil

No; =

gould

itary

led in him by his mother while he was being taught his nursery rhymes.
Finn i1s not & coward where a righteous war is neccessary, but as he
not quite sympathize with the plans of the old Hussien regime for mile

argrandigement, he left his country in order to evoid unpopular militery




An importent cause is alego found in the restless, dissetisfied
mind of youth, the so called "wander-lust™, No other resson can be attrib=
o f ]
uted to the emigretion of se msny yvoung men and even married people, who are
[ v v {.7\ J & 8

not moved by any financial pressure,

Professor Xilpi strikes the heart of this problem when he states

that the development has gone in Finlend as well as in other countries from
the agricultural te technical and industriel conditione, "Emigration from e
country alweys eppears, as far as tine is eoncernod, during that period of
soclaleeconomic transition which is caused by an industriel snd capitalistic
revolution in an old traditionel agriculturel community.” This trensition he

f?

terms "soclel capillerity,” And he quotes Keutsky who has figured that during

the seven year periocd from 1901-1908, 5,740,000 persons from sgricultursl

e

"

1ife emig true thet they not only leave the country

¥
S

rated from Europes
ut move into cities and induetriel centers, Thus the "Pohjalaiset” (ine

habitants of the provinces of Wesa and Oulu) heve formed the bulk of the
imaigrants as well as of the industriel workers,

& further resson for immigretion emong the "Pohjalaiset” is found
to exist in thelr nature and characteristics. They sre active, possess
physical vitality, end are daring end enterprising, They were found'early
as sallors or flshermen on the Norweglan cosst, end es shipbuilders and care
penters in many citiess They thus beomme fortune seekers who eould wmderge
the severitleyw end trials of a stranger trying to establish himself emid new
and strange conditions,

In 1891 it was stated in the Diet of Finland, thet one who understands
‘the conditions in Northern Europe, umderstands the reason for immigration to

Amerieass "As long ss Pinland cen not pey like wages to laborers as America

does, ‘where wages are three or four times as high as ours, emigration from




will never cease," The large number of immigrants who retumm to

2

ho reside permanent

1
1

Finlend for a sl

e
i

ort stay, and here, spread

owledge of our botter weges to everyone who is interested in finding
This fect of immigrents informing others, or helping them in secure
ing transportation tiockets, is to be considered as an important faotor,
Heny other cause have been contributed to the immigration of the Fimmn
but they are to be considered more or less ¢ dental rather
together, heve tren powerful enough

ate about one-tenth population of Finlend from thelr home and

native land,

wes one
church in each parish., However, there were two priests, one of them ree
ceiving more pay than the other and 30 aoting as a genersal supervisor over
the problems of the parish,
In the case of a priests death, the remeining priest designates
three consecutive Sundays during which priests at large (priest from all
over Finlend) may give a trial serma The entrees were to have gone through

the usual education necessary for priesthood, snd thus this practice of trial

germons will give any one interested a valusble opportunity. As socon as the

parishoners have heard the entrees, a mnass meeting is called by the priest,

At this meeting they nominate and vote for their priest-to-bes Democratic as
this sounds, it wes, however, usually determined by the upper classes or those
who own more land end cepital thet the otherss As soon es the priecst is

elected, he is notifieds for the next Sunday he will begin his practice. The
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riest thereby goes on the next Sunday, & short but exacting ceremony by
will become wedded into the perish, and thus into the heerts and
the parishonerss
The priests were tax exempt, the taxes were paid by their parishe
was 40,000 narks f.;us}i: year and in
contributed to the church and priest in
femily was to pay every year one barrel of rye, flve pounds of weol, one
barley end each {emily ir of woolen

stoekin; and these were supposed to be at least a haif a Ffoot above the

woolen stocking binder, 5 to 6 feet long

Fuetaleg

4

binders or laces were to be well sewed
riest, for he usually reprimanded the
donaters ! yage the g ": - A rephei-2 were below par,
tithes, the father or son of every family
was to work one day every year on the prissts farm, or pey one meark end 50
bstitute, Whenever the chureh or graveyerd neoded repsirs, the
certain parisheners repair them free of weges, end sinoe it wes to

2

be on equal basis, the remsinder of the parish paid an equal amount which was

- ™

thereby given to the prilests Two pr three days a yeer wes put aside each

for the repairs of the graveyard and eech farmer or towmsfolk did their
However, the priest was st times lenient with the problem of tithes
supprees the poorer to the «
in the chureh proceedings, the wealthiest sat in the

and wealth,

priest of'ten gave the official news of the weeks happenings each Sunday

on New Years Day he gave the year's births, deaths, etes in order that

that occurreds It is from the priest that sny census teken might get the
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best data, and although they had an assessor to determine the rate of taxes,

he was not compelled to know

Pimmisgh Funersl

Finleand had in the bygone days and even till the time I left Finlend,
in any other Eurcpean countrys. This
practice of offieiating the death of a person in the
in which he lived, The bhest plaece from which to proceed
end thus eventually culminating at the last rites, or whemn

final call of the churchside bhell had sent its echoes into the hearts of

men end women, who stapding beside the open grave, are giving thelr last

en of courtesy and respect to the member decomsed,
Finlend wes segregated into divislons, first there was the "kyls," or
came the "pitaja,” which was often times comprised of many villages
¢ parishes then were proup=d into districts or "lsenis. Easch
church, the Luthersn,' the wniquity of my = hingass upon
the churchbells,
Finland, when any person, young or old, poor or rich, died, a nearby
menber of the deceased's family went immediately te notify the
priest of the news and then %he'vzzﬁf* surmoned <che ell ringer to ring
the death call, which slowly and monocto ly issued its message to the nearby

families of the villege or foarms,
(=

The prantice of embelming was not used, but a certain midewife in the

village washed and clcthed the body x treveling ecoffin meker was asked to

9,

e coffin for e fixed price, with the lumber cbtained from the decessed
woodlands
On the day of the fwneral, & neighbors horse and & wagon were borrowed
and used as & hearses The wepon and horse were plain and mediocre, the wagon

usually were rented free of charge, and the owner of the horse and wagon drove
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the vehiole to the graveyard, When the merch from the home of the deceased

began, the priest walked in front of the procession, then came the horse and

wagon with its board coffin placed in & lengthwise position in the wagom,
and fellowing the hearse, came the ralaxz reg of the deceased in order of their
relationship to the family of the dead person, Last in the grim procession
were the hardy, end mournful perishoners, usually walking, but in time of rain,
they used covered one horse shays provided they possessed that luxury,
As the processicn began from the home,
recited a parable from his book, and a:
yards or so of the church, the bells began ringing, and continued to ring until
sermon commenceds Again when the body was brought from the church to the
grave, the bells slowly rang, appearing to keep time with the welking of the
perishonerss However, the bell usually rang regularly snd methodically, giving
the scene &n aspect of saddened weirdness, There wes n small interlude when
bells did net ring, but when the procession reeched the churchyard the bells
knolled three finel soundings wmtil the moment when the priest said “Earth
Earth," and with his hand he geve the signal to the man in the belfry of the
church to etop ringing. Thus ended the burisl, with only the covering of the
grave to be completed,
Usuglly, however, the people of the parish were united fer luncheon
with the deeensed's family immedietely after the fumeral, end et the feast they

sorved certain rolls and bisouits eppropriste for the ocoaslone

T'n o (‘)"“Il("(‘" ion -nv"#“\ the expenersg 'if‘ t+ha f‘s-l'-

horse wes to be given to the priest, But if & women died, a cow was given.

good job of ite Nothing was
in 2l) aases, no matter who died, & nominsl fee
ks wore paid to the priest, This fee was varisble, snd the price

rose scoording to the weslth of the femily., Also the death notification te
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Brief History of the Fimmish

ls The first Fimmish newspaper in America wes the "Ameriken Suomsleinen

Lehti," published in Hancosk, Michigen, on April 14, 187€ it wes a paper of

four eolusms, and four pages, edited Ly A. J3 Muikku, a student from Finlend,

The paper lived, however, only & short timej eleven end one~half issues in all

ers had been 300,

econd paper was started by Matt Fred (died in 182Z3) in 1378,
peper "Swen Dufa, It lested only for three years, because of
et

Ve VS

In 1879, July 4th, was published the third Finnish paper in Americs

by Alex Leinonen, one of the e v Ploneers emong the Fimnish immigrants to
A » f

America, Out of this paper was forme in 1896, & paper whose neme has becoms
very well known among the Pinn paper was named "Siirtolainen," (The
Immigrant)s It is still published as a weekly paper, but i sirculation is

(&

very small, due to the fact that ti mers of it are.more interested in their
daily peper,

my

The New Homeland),
New York

'his paver has enjeved comparativelv rood Supn due 5 th

148 | P iRS M joyed ;QIDRIE v Ly € v | PO AU OO U

character of

in genersl. Hinnesota,

owned by the Non-Pertisen Leesgue in M (£ is the oldest of

papers now in exist

S5¢ "Yhdysvltain Sanomet," organized at Ashtabule Harbor,
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2 o - " - 4. ke 3
gust Bdwards, in was moved to X

Calumet, HMichigen, where it was finally dise

"Walvoja;™ the first relipgious

Ve

at Ashtebule Harbor, edited by J, W, Laheds,

he two last named, mini became

h

Finnish Lutheran Church in America,) Thi

Wy

Te New in 1890, by

Yorkin Lehti,"

[} n " . A § M .
Sa Lennetar,” at Astoria, Oregon,

Adolph Riipa end As Ketonens
I P - .
"Ameriken Tutiset,

Calumet, founded by Fred Karinen,

"Kuperiseeren Senomat," at Hane

Victor M, Burmen; seold in 1899 te & publishi

O

and was published for a few years under the

11ls In 1897, August Edwerde, of A

been identified with some Finnish news

by the neme of "Ameriken Sanomat."

united with it uwnder & new name of

has enjoyed et tires es many es 12,000 subsec

i

was discontinued ause of the supp

12 In June, 1899 a paper was organ

influence over the religious and educational

)
4

in existence, The name of this paper is the

by Ee. Ls Tolonen, Je Ko Nikander and John Bas

-

leymen J. Hs Jasbe berg, Alex L

rg, Isasc 5ill
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Finng
foive Torma

of the "Ameriksn Buometer," in the 20th Anniversary publication of
the paper. He sayst "In the minds of some of the leading men of the chureh
(Buomi Syned), rose the thought thet a newspaper devoted teo religious and
educational work, snd presenting this work from the standpeint of those who
were to meke their homes here, would be of velue, As the church was organized
permanently for sotive work in Americe, such a paper bocame & necessity,"

Sourcet From the "Americanigetion of the Finnsg"

by Js Wargelin A, M, Book written 1924,

Cultural Life of the Finns

The educational system in Finland has become well established, both
in Elementary end Secondary schoolss The chureh has been a great facter in
he early education of the people here as in other Protestant countries. Accorde
the belief of the religious leaders it was necessary for every individual
to be able to read the Word of God and thus wmderstand the fundamentals of

Christianity, Instruction wes first given at home, and general publiec exemination
o 3 f ] - ]

mown as "kinkerit," was held yearly, where the youth, end also the older people,

were examined as to their ebility to read and understand the Christian doetrines.
It is interesting to note in this connection, that every person who wished to be
married, firet had to satiefy the minister that he was able to readg this ine

sured intellipent parentage in the country, This explains the fact why the
5 L& & 1

percentage of illiterscy in Finlend is so smalls

The majority of the young men and women coming to imerice from Finland,

have hiad et least en elembntary school education, Ths Finnish "Kansakoulu,”
publie school, comprises, in the writer's estimation, a year or two of high
school work, with such subjects as practical geometry, general history, end
manuel training. Meny have sttended higher institutions of learnings Finland

was the first country to organize manusl training as a part of its schocl ine

struction, for as early as 1858, Uno Cygnseus outlined a course for menual traine




Finns
Toivo Terme

ing involving bench snd metal work, wood carving

-

s 8nd basket weaving. In
1696 thls work was made compulsory for boys in all rural schoocls, &0 when
the Finn comes to America, end finds public schools in the community in which

he locates, he 1s glad to send his children there, Compulsory education laws

do not bother him, for he has been able to use them in Finland. In general

it may be said thet school suthorities dolt’ not have any more trouble in compells

ing Finnish children to attend school than they have in compelling those of other

natlionalities,

Source « From "Americenization of the Finns"

: by Je Wergelin = Written 1924,

{it}is ensy for a Finn to learn EnglishV? For these who come to Americe
very young it offers no diffisulties. He is able to learn English quite easily,
end this in spite of the fect that he had lgarmed his mcther tengue first,

The two languages are so different that there is no possibility of mixzing the
twoe But it must be admitted, as is well lnown from the study of the languages
in general, that the idioms of one language affeet the use of another language
at times, One thinks in the idiome of a certein language and translates these
into another, thus bringing stranpge construetions into the language which is

not his netive tongues, Those who have come aé immigrents at a later age, say
ebout the age of 17 or 18 years, find it difficult to learm Bnglish perfeotly.
The Finnish langusge lacks such sounds as wh, th, sh, oh; and a mistake ie quite

" "ghere," "church" ete.

often made in pronouncing words like "which," "there,
The distinction between the lei{ers b and p, t and d, also causes some confusion
for Fimnish has only the p and ¢t lettersy while b is found only in words of
foreign ﬁrigin, end d never stends at the beglnning of a words 0Of the pronunvia-
tion of English words, it might be sald in general that they offer infinite
diffieulties to immigrants whose languege happens to be phonetis, as the Fimnish
ise We are not, however, arguing for the phonetiec spelling in Znglish for the

sake of the Finn unless other weightier reeasons are found for introducing the

change.




To what extent do Finnish parents send thelr children to colleges and
higher institutions of learning? From our Imowledge we could name at this
moment several Fimnish students ettending the universities of Michigan, Chicago,
Minnesota, Illineis, Ohlie, Boston, Oregoen, and Celifornia, Dartmouth College,
Hischigan Cgllegﬁ of Mines, Chicazo Art Institute, end numerous Normal “olleges and
liusieal Conservatories. The University of Minnesota reports that there are en=
rolled this fall (1923) in that institution sbout 100 Finnish students, It would
be very interesting te give & list of Finnish university graduates, but we do

not know that any such list existss From our knowledge we shall point out a few,

without maldng it personal nor exhaustive, From the University of Michigan, we cen
hink of seven, four from the Lew Department (one of these men beocame the First

Finnish Congressman in America two years ego), two from the college of Litereture,

Soience, and the Arts, snd two in Medicine; one from Columbie, three from “hicago,

and four from Minnesota, without trylng to name otherses In justice to the Finnish

medical men, we should add that we are ecqueinted with a large mmber of them,
who have received their professionel educetion in America. The teaching profession,
however, has sttracted the largest number of Finnish young men and women, It has

been estimated by some authorities that

this profession in Americas
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OPHREMANN; C.J.A. : The English Missionaries in Sweden and Finland
LOndon and MacMillan, N.Y., 1937

P. 28. The original raligion of the Finns seesm to have consisted

of w worship of departed spitité, and great respect was vaid to those

persens who claimed te be able to communicate with them by falling

inte a trance. Then it came to be thought that the spirits coull give

inform# ion by means of certain signs. Seives with their sections

divided into sections, each wiik of which corresponded with some

paticular meaning, were wsed for the purpose of divination; a chip

was placed inside the siewé, which was then shaken, and according teo
seo

the section into which it fell, was the mnswer to the engquiry.

(Saxen: Finsk Guda- och Hjaltedtro, p.5. In Kalevala, XLIX., 11.83 ff
we have an example of divination by means of alder rods)

A further development, due almost certainly te Christian influence, was
the use of magicai words and spells by means of which ékid spirits
were rendered harmless; for to contrel and banish an evil power it was
only necessary to repeat to it its name and to relate to it its histery
gradually
$ee Kalevah to render it impotent, and thus song became the chief means employed
IX LL270 ff
in all magical art, especially among the Karelians. 8o, too, the belief
in the activities of the spirits of the departed also underwent develop-
ment, and eventually there came to be recognized a very large number of
divinities, controlling the lands, the woods and the waters, and often
Honjata confining their activities to some very limited sphere, such as that &

a particular homestead or a special species of tree; in fact, every

object in Nature was suppesed to have a protecting divinity, and each

E.G. Honjatar was the goddess of the fir trees. Katajatar, nymph of
the juniper: and Pihlajatar, Nymph of the mountain ash...
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homestead had also its haltia,,with its supposed residence in the roof tree.
Each homestead, too, was the scene of the activities of a tonttu, a
capricious sprite, dwelling in the garrets or outhousew, and needing to be
propitiated with offerings.*

The Finns believed in a god of the air, who was originally
Balled Jumala, but afterwards was given the appeldation Ukko (the Aged One).**
He ruled the elements, letting his voice be heard in thunder, having the
lightning-flash for his sword, and sending the snow that mantled the earth
in winter. On him depended the growth of the crops and the well-being of the
catile; but the later belief in him as k= creator of the universe seems to
owe its origin to Christian influences, as in earlier times the conception of
a supreme god was apparently absent from Finnish ideas of the universe.
Partly responsible for the formation of the visible world were VA®n#m#inen
and Ilmarin, two beings whom it is difficult to classify, since they seem
to represent either one-time divinities humanized into heroes, and then

identified more or less with certain shadowy personages of the fask past,

or else simply men whose remarkable qualities caused them to be celeBrated

in song and then gradually to be endowed with yet loftier characteristics.***
As we might expect in a heavily forested land like Finland
thers were meny woodland divinities, the chiff of whom were Tapio,**** with

teee
his tall pine hat and his skin of wxamttsowk moss, and his wife Meilliki®wwx,

¥ Evidently due to Swedish influence. **The name zmsmsxkm Jumala seems to

hawe been used among the old Finns in more than one sense, as heaven, as god

of heaven, as deity in general. In the Kalevala Jumala and Ukko seem to be

used as synonyms, e.g IX, 11. 403, 404. Ukko is given many titles.

*¥**It is now generally agreed that they were only heroes...For a discussion as
to whether the "Kalevala" has a hbstorical or mythical bkgrnd, see J. Krohn:
Finska Litteraturens Historia, pp 439-46 V. I. ... ****Kgzlevala, XIV] 1l1l. 153-72
*Ekr*idid XIV 11 45-152
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who when she wished the humter well showed herself decked with golden
ornaments, but when unpropitious wore instead mere withes of twigs. Not only
#fd they grant success in hunting, but they acted as protectors to the cattle
in their summer pasture grounds, and possessed a whole band of serving spirits
who guarded the various objects in the woodlands. In olden times, too, the
bear, "the honey-pawed king of the forest", was greatly venerated by the Finns,
as it was also by the Lapps; it was regarded as the holiest of all animals
and special feasts were held in its honor*. The waters, like the forests, had
their special divinities, while a third groupx included those who were

connected with the soil or with pastoral occupations. We need only km mention

Ahto, the waves! red-bearded lord, who with his foam-mantle-veildd wife, the

good and beautiful Vellamo, ruled the sea and granted success in fishing,**
and Kekri, who gave his blessing to catile.¥**

The chief evil dé¥imity was Hiisi, also called Lempo or
Keitolainen.**** He was a mighty being who was at first thought of as dwelling
in dreary mountain caves, but afterwards came to be associated with the
woodlands where he drove the bears and wolves as though they had been lamiis.

It was possibly the great respect that was paid to him led Christian missionakies
to be particularly emphatic in denouncing his worship, and so eventually caused
him to be regarded as the chief evil spirit.

Most of these woodland and kindred divinities would seem to date
from a late period, possibly that in which the struggle between Christianity

and heathenism was being carried on, and the same must be said of Pdivétir

* Holmberg: Finno-Ugric and Siberian Mythology, pp. 97-8; and for the bear
feasts of the Lapps, pp 85-95 ** Kalevala, IX 11.231-44; XLVIII., 11.133+58
***Castren: Finsk Mytologf, p. 98. ****Kalevala IX, 11.231-44; XII, 11 273-4
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and Kuutar, * dhughter sof the sun and moon reppectively, for there are only the
feintest, if any, traces of worship of the heavenly bodies among the primitive
Finns, although Agricola says that divine honor was paid to them in his time.
The influence of Christianity upon the beliefs of the heathenism it encowjtered,
and on the contents of the old folk-songs, has possibly been exaggerated; it
seems, for example, rather difficult to believe that the account in the Kalevala
of the flow of blood from VAin#m8inen's wound is only a distordion of the
Gospel narrative mf ...but recent Emkxkmfx investigators ére probably right in
their beliefs that not only the celestial deities Luonnetar, Paividtar, Kuutar
andx@xkx Otavatar, but also Sukkamieli, the goddess of love, and Kyputytto,**
the maiden of pain, derived ultimately from the great devotion paid xk= in

mefiieval times to the Blessed Viggin Mayy under the differing aspects of

the Queen of Héaven, the Mater Dolorosa, etc., which naturally influenced the

votaries of paganism when incorporating Christian ideas, though in a distorted
form, with their own beliefs.

The Finnish conseption of the universe included many other
beings in addition to kh=m actual divinities. Mention has already been made
of the tonttu...(and) the haltiaj there were also nﬁmerous ghants, dwarfs,
gnomes, nymphs, elves, and such-like beings, some of them helpful, others
hapmful. There was also a widespread beli#f in the power of man to take the
form of gsome animal. If a bear attacked cattle its action was attiibuted to
some person having taken up his dwelling within it; if a man were changed into
a wolf the creature was known as a viron susi, a term corresponding to the

Swedish var-ulv and the old English were-wolf,***

* Kalevala IV 11. 137-54; XLVIII 11. 33, 34. They are said to have been

invoked as protectors against wasp stings. Paivatar is identified by Ganander
with the dawn. **Kalevala XLV 1ll. 269-80 Sukkamiela is not mentioned in the
poem. ***Saxen pp 17, 18
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Not much is kmown about Finnish heathen worship. Idols
seem to have been but little used, and, as in Sweden, there was no special class
of priests. Woeship, which consisted partly of prayers, partly of offerings, took
place in the open air, though apparently there were enclosures set apart
for it, aa we find Pope Gregory IX confirming the church in the possession of
groves and sacred places which had been given to it by converts. (Jan. 31, 1229)
When the worship of the dead was the outstanding charactergstis of Finnish
religion offerings to the departed were placed beside the plaee of their
burial. Clothing, household utensils, and more particularly food supplies were
thus provided. A later development was the holding of a sacrificial meal in
the homestead and afterwards placing the remains of it on the grave so that the
deceased person should have &n the world whn which he was now dwelling the use
of an animal corresponding to the one that had been slaughtered to provide the
meal. Such meals had to be repeated at intervals for the space of a year,
after which the memorial of the dead person was transferred to the general
feasts in honor of the dead, which were held on certain day s of the year.X*
When belief in woodland and similar divinities became general,

sacrifices deemed appropriate were made to them, and the god of the forest
received the first victim of the hunter's skill, the river spirit the
fisherman's first catch. Certain trees, wells and stones were considered holy
and offerings were placed beside them. As in Sweden, Horses, and sometimes
men, were offered in sacrifice. Among the special feasts held in later times
were one at the time of the spring sowing; another at harvest, when an
unshorn lamb was killed and much feasting took place; and a third inllate
autumz which was not only observed in memory of the dead, but also in honor

of Kekri, the protector of cattle. ***

* For the Kekri feast see Holmberg: Finno-Ugric and Siberian Mythology,
PP 646
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Although influenced to some extent by its contact with
Swedish heathemiem, Finnish mythology had comparatively little in common with
it. Of the Finnish divinities it has been said that "as persons they are
rigid and lifeless, having neither loves, nor hatreds, nor wars. There is no
society of gods and hence no place where they come toggther."*...Whether this
difference in the character of pagan beliefs in Finland made the work of -
Christian missionaries there less difficult than it had been in sweden cannot
be said, for we have very few details of the struggle between the old and

of Finland

the new Faithsj but the nominal conversion to Christianity was certainly
accomplished in a far shorter space of time than was that of Sweden. In both

lands, however, heathenism died hard, and we find belief in the old gods

lasting down to quite recent times.**

* Comparetti: The Braditional Boetry of the Finns, p. 182

** Legcqvist: De Superstitione Fennorum? p. 82, glves an eighteenth century
example of a man at Savdélax, who, in order to secure success in hunting, cut
his finger, collected the blood from the wouhd in an eggshell, and buried
the latter in an anthill as an offering to Tapio, god of the woods.
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A, Jo Sprang
Finnish Study
Feb, 1, 1940

"The Independence of Finland"

The Living Age = Bth Series Vol. 9 (Jan.-Feb-Merch 1918) No 296

"First Sweden, then France, and now Germany have recognized the in=
dependence of Finland, The readiness of the Bolshevik Govermment to allow
Finlend to separate has encouraged these Powers to commit themselves rather
earlier than they had anticipated, and it is not difficult to see in their
eagerness a oasting ahead. France desires to make friends with the new
State. Germany is anxious to confirm connections which during this war
have been close. Finland until 1809 belonged to Sweden, and men of
Swedish blood and speech constitute the bulk of the Finnish aristocracy
and bourgeoisie., Sweden wishes to resume, though not in the old form,
her encient intimacy. Swedish Jingoes have been agitating for asking
Finland to cede to Sweden the Aaland Islands. Less extreme folk have
been talking of Zollverein or Customs Union of the Scandinavian countries,
to embrace Finland, & project which appears rather temerarious, Less
venturesome persons look forward to Finland joining in the Scandinavian
group, though it should be observed that Sweden acted independently in
recognizing Finland's independence. In guessing at Finland's probable
course it is prudent /500/ mot to treat it as & single entity. As has
been observed, there is a racial and linguistic division; in addition to
that there is an economic end social division. Finland has a Socialist
mass and a powerful bourgeoisl‘e with feudal attachments. The driving foroce
for hasty political separation from Russia ceme from this second element,
which was desirous to dig a gulf of independence between Finland and the

unsettling, leveling influences of the Russian Revolution. The strong

and very natural antipathy towards Russia gave the bourgeoisie the power

to effect the separation. DBut the intermal social and economic division

lives on into independent Finland, end will be reflected in the new State's




2e

foreign policy. The conservative elements will incline towards their
fellows in Sweden and Germu;] the Radical elements will incline to a
revolutionary Russia, Numericelly the Radicals are strongest, and now
that independence is secured th;:y will recover a freedom of action
hitherto denied to them, But the struggle will be keen.

Finland is the first definite territorial loss the war has brought
to the Russian Empire. Geographiocally and historically it is of high
significance, The Finnish coast runs up to within a few miles of Petro=
grad, It has provided the bulk of Russian seamen and pilots, and in any
future war would be a formidable base against Petrograd. 1f, whether by
the gate of independence or by the gate of amexation to Germany, Lithuania,
Courland, lLivonia, and Estonia are lost to Russia, then Russia will be left

with no exit on the Baltic except a small enclave around Petrograd. She

will, in that sea, be reduced to mm;;bomda than Peter the Great won for

her. if, again, Poland is detached, Russia will have lost on the West prac-
tically the fruits of centuries of striving. Almost the whole labor of the
Romanoff's since they ceme to the throme to bring Russias into the West and
to make her a Western Power will have been neutralized. What was achieved
in three centuries will have been cast down, and the dynmasty with it, in
three years of war, What will remain is the expansion at the expense of
Turkey and, presumably, in Asia, and if the Ukraine should separaste, most
of what Russia took from Turkey will pass from Russia to the Ukraine.

There is nothing in modern history to compare with such a shifting of power
a8 1s thus forecast, and of which the independence of Finland is the definite
begimning, Russia will be thrown back upon Asia, unless she should seek to
regein what she had once won and had now lost in the West. We need not try
to predict what such a change would mean for the world, but, incidentally,

it would make Moscow once again the capital /sio/ of Russia" /502/
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE IN FINLAND
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esssseThe women were not so closely watched by the
(Russian) authorities as were the men, so they easily traveled
from town to town and village to village, holding meetings and
conferences, making speeches, and distributing patriotic pam-

' phlets and newspapers. The most effective of these papers was
the one called The Free Word (Vapaa Sena) which was printed
weekly in Stockholm; despite Russian scouts and Russian torpedo-

| boats, it was regularly carried into Finland, where it was widely

| circulated. The Free Word contained from four to sixteen small-

| sized pages of reading metter each issue, but as it was printed
on the thinnest India paper, it was possible to compress hundreds

| of copies into & very small packege. These were distributed for

' the most part by women, who carried them concealed under their
clothing. The total emount of such anti-Russian literature

| smuggled into Finland during these few years of struggle weighed

| no less than forty-two tons,

Your Item Noe Page Nos 1 Your Name Alfred Backman
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Finnish Study

THE SITUATION IN FINLAND
By Finlander,

* % * % Citizens from all parts of the country, to
the number @f 530,000, signed an address to the monarch, * * *
begging that the countryts fundemental laws might be respected.
The address was sent to St. Petersburg with a deputetion of 500
representatives of the different parishes. The deputation was
not received.

* * *x * The wounded sense of justice found expres-
sion, in the spring of 1904, in masse-meetings of working-people,
whose resolutions culminated in the cry, "Down with autocracy,
down with Bobrikoff, Plehwe, and the Senatorsi" On June 16th,

e young Finnish nobleman discharged his revolver against Bobrikoff.
It was a deed of a single person. He at once destroyed himself.
He therefore camnot give us a description of the struggles of his
soul, and the despair which drove him to teke vengeence on the
oppressor of his country. And yet even those who mainbain that
the law is never to be set aside, and who deprecate the political
murder, find it hard to judge harshly a deed, the victim of which
hed so ruthlessly injured the rights of Finland and the vital in-
terests of its peoples" * * * x
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Van Cljf, Bugene = "Fimnish Poetry".

The Scientific Monthly - Vol. 15. (July=-Dec. 1922)

"Out of the melee of the world's masses of struggling humanity
during the past eight years to attain "a place in the sun", there has
been born a new republic = the Republic of Finland, The birth of this
republic was the signal for a glorious Fimnish celebration, for it mark-
ed the termination of century-old efforts to throw off the yoke of Russian
autooracy, The Finnish declaration of independence attracted the whole
world. The great powers affixed their stamp of approval and turned to
other world affairs perhaps of greater significance. However, for the
Finn the event was notable, le may now and for generations to come, with
justifiable pride, tell to his children the story of the "Deslaration of
Independence" of December 6, 1917, and of the Constitutional law of Jume
14, 1919, whereby Finland offieially declared herself a member of the
world family of republics.

The Finns are a unique people. The development of their nation=-
alistic spirit is likewise unique. This spirit was chrystallized by the
conversion of their folk-song into a national epic = the Kalevala, an
epic ranking in quali:by and originality with the Iliad, the Odyssey and
the Niebelunge. The Fimms are and imaginative folk, a characteristiec
they owe to their oriental ancestry. There is little doubt that the
first settlers in Finland migrated from central Asia, probably from the
region of the Altai mountains. they brought with them e high regard for
the controlling influences;of the laws of nature and an unequaled devotion
to the out-of-doors. They deify the elements of nature, and list among
their gods, the God of Waters, God of Forests, God of Fire, God of Breezes

and mmerous others. Their mythology is essentially a nature worship. In




the Kalevala it finds its best expression , * * * /50/

While all writers do not credit the Ealevala as e true epie, nor

! ed
wholly dﬁmrﬁa}rit as such, nevertheless they regard the production as

extraordinary and ocertainly approsching closely to an epiec. In any evemt,
be it an eplec or nearly so,there is agreement as to the umiqueness in its
style, in the beauty of its oconceptions and in its dramatic presentation
of the struggle for existence among a people never kmown to flinch under
the stress of nature's most discouraging enviromment.

Before detailing the content of the Kmlevala, it is of interest to
note the peasant's manner of singing the runes. The singers seat them=
selves upon low benches or stools, and facing each other with outstretched
arms, take hold of handsy then, as they sway their bodies to and fro in
see-saw feshion, first one sings a song and then the others The asinging
and see-sawing continue until one or the other rums out of verses, Some=
times others in the party take the plewé of those who have just finished
and either repeat verses or begin a new series constituting a new rume.
The meter is un=rhymed. It is like thet in longfellow's "Song of Hiawatha".
In fact longfellow was so impressed with the Kalevala that he adnittedly
patterned his song after it and it is said even borrowed some of the chare
acters and inoldents. The singing is aooompa.nig by the playing of the
Kantele, an instrument similar to the dulcimer., The musio itself is ina
minor key and as it is sung resembles more clearly a chant then a melodious
air. *» /51/

No discussion of Fimnish life could possibly be considered complete
without reference to the bath, The Fimn swears by the bath. It is an
institution of no mean value, for it not only helps him preserve his
health but, to his mind, serves also as a oure for all ills. The bath~
house is one of the first of the numerous structures to be erscted upon

e Fimmish farm site, It is a smell frame shack containing a glacier=-




Je
boulder fire=place. The fire place projects well inte the room and is
without a chirmey, A hole in the roof of the bullding permits the smoke
to escope, or sometimes the cracks between the timbers are rellied upon
es substitutes for the chimmey.

In the preparation of the bath, the stones of the fire-place are
firat heated to & high temperature. Then the fire is put out and ocold
water is thrown upon the stones. GCreat clouds of condensed steam fill
the room, Around the walle of the room are shelf-like platforms upon
which the bathers lie, As the steam stimulates the tlood eirculation,

the bather beats himself with a bundle of birch or aspen twigs. After

some ten or fwanty minutes immersion in the steam, he enters a small

edjoining room and there throws cold water upon himself. The cold "shower"
is sometimes applied out=of=doos insteed of in a rooms, He then retires to
his house to dress, In winter it is not unknown for e bather to roll in
the snow immediately after the bath. The shock of ocourse is great, but
with training from childhood the Finn withstands the ordeal and developes
tremendous physical endurance.

The Finn's faith in the bath is unbounded and to find it Immortalized
in his national epiec is rightly to be expecteds In the "Birth of the Nine
Diseases,” (Rune 45), there follows an interesting desoription of the bath
and a prayer that its ourative qualities may endure:

Wainamoinen heats the bathroom,

Heats the blocks of healing sandstone,

With the magioc wood of Northland,

Gathered by the sacred river;

Water brings in covered buckets

From the cataract and whirlpoolj

Brooms he brings enwrapped with ermine,

Well the bath the healer cleanses, /55/

Softens well the brooms of birchwoodj

Then a honey=heat he wakens

Fills the room with healing vapors,
Ffrom the virtue of the pebbles

Glowing in the heat of magie,

Thus he speaks in supplications:

"Come, 0 Ukko, to my rescue,

God of Mergy, lend thy presence,




Give these wvapor baths new virtue,
Grant to them the powers of healing..."*#*

The Fimn, stolid and phlegmatic at times, but persevering and ten=
acious, possessed of remarkable endurance and a stout heart, has given
his brain cells opportunity for growth, His countrymen show the highest
peroentage of literacy smong the nations., ie loves to read. In his long
hours of solitude he digests his readings and allows his imagination full
freedom to build upon the ideas absorbed. Thus the Fimn has evolved a
vivid imegination which has contributed to the development of literature
of exceptional merit., IHis poetry, including both folk-songs and modern
works, having been conceived amid the influences of nature, show her

umistakable impress. The reflection of the enviromment is perfect, and

in the Kalevala, especially, the character of Finnish life is accurately

and strikingly imaged." /66/
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THE CRISIS IN FINLAND.
By Herman Montague Donner
President of the Finnisn-Americen Municipal League.

"The present Finnish situvation is big not only with
actual but with potential tragedy; for the distress and suffer-
ing of Finland now are but the presages of the fast-approaching
ruin of one of the most enlightened and progressive and wisely
governed little States that the world has ever seen.

The people of Finland have alweys enjoyed a greater
or less degree of constitutional freedom from the time when, in
the fourteenth century, they were granted the same civil rights
enjoyed by the rest of the inhabitents of Sweden, of which king=
dom Finland thenceforward formed an integrsl part, and the first
germ of their written fundamentel law is to be found in the
Swedish Code of 1442, Their constitutional liberties were fur-
ther recognized in Parliamentary acts passed in 1772 and 1779
under Swedish rule; again expressly guarsnteed and enlarged by
their first Russian monarch, Alexander I, at a special Diet
sumoned et Bore in 1809; and once more confirmed and added to
with hearty good will by Alexsnder II. in 1869, and, more reluct-
antly, by Alexander III. in 1886,

Under the far-sighted end fostering rule of the first
and second Alexanders, Finland, whose geographical position had

made it, while still politically a part of Sweden, a distinet group

of provinces with the official designation of the *Grand Duchy of
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The Crisis:

Finlend,! gradually awoke to a feeling of national entity as the
close ties which had bound it to Sweden were loosened end fell
offs and the publication by Elias LUnnrot, in 1835, of a naticnal
epic showing an origin long antedating ell connection with
Scandinavian or loscovite stirred the new national consciousness
into a most vigorous and fruitful activity, and ewoke the slumber-
ing 1little nation into new life, which not only made itself a
vent in wide commercial and industrial emterprises, but also
found rapturcus expression in literature, art, and mpsic, and
formed the most striking contrast to the enmervating maladie du
§iecle which was sepping the vitility of the morel and intellec-
Tual Tife in the rest of Europe. The fresh national sentiment
voiced itself most completely in the immense publiec concourse
which in 1848 fathered in the great cathedral square of
Helsingfors for the purpose of singing the new national enthem
tVart Land,! written by the *Homer of Finland,?! Johan Ludvig
Runeberg, and set to music by the 'Father of Fimnish Music,®
Frederic Pacius. The enthusiasm was boundless, men and boys
falling on each other's necks weeping for joy; and the stirring
words and glorious strains of the new anthem won an immediete
and universal conquest over all Finmish hearts, and inflated all
Finnish bosoms with devoted pride of rece and country. On the
sons of Finland dawned the realization of their historic age and
unity, their racial individuality, their inheritence of freedom's
laws and peaceful progresss their mission as the bearers of
civilization to their less fortunate wandering brethren of the
far northeast. Nor then, nor subsequently heve they ever been
oblivious of their debt to the Russian monarchs, whose powerful
protection made such prosperity and progress possible, or at all
backwerd in open acknowledgment of that debt.

How comes it, then, that the wveil of bitterness and
distrust should have descended between these two peoples so long
dwellers side by side in peace and amity?
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’ The Crisis:

* * x % No attempt was made (against Russia) at
foreible resistence, but the passive opposition that followed
was all the more formidable. It opened with & vast popular pro-
test circulated throughout Finland and signed, despite the
suppression of the right of public meeting, by no fewer than
475,000 persons, ‘all self-supporting adults able to write.

The phrasing of this momentous dooument, in its dignified firm-
ness of tone, was something entirely new to a Russian autocrat,
2ll written petitions to whom had hitherto been drawm up after
the Byzantine model of self-effacement and humility, end it was
felt universally throughout Finland that the people were playing
& great stake, * * *

The concluding words of this, one of the most notable
historical documents ever drewn up, * * * deserve transcription

in full.

|
f
1
|
!
i'
1
|
I
|
1
|
|
|

*The Finnish nation cannot cease to be a people by
itself., Bound together by the same historic destiny,
the same conception of law and justice, the same
spiritual mission, our people will remain steadfast in
its love of its Finnish father-land and its constitution-
al liberty, and will never weaken in its effort worthi-
ly to £ill the modest place in the ranks of the nations
to which Prodicence has appointed us.

. And firmly as we believe in our rights and re-
verence the laws that are the foundation of our commmuni-
ty, even so firmly are we convinced that the powerful
unity of Russia has nothing to suffer from the continu-
ed government of Finleand in accordance with the funda-
mental prineiples determined in 1809, whereby this our
ecountry may feel contented and at peace in its umion
with Russia.?
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But even this protest, * * * * fell, as was expected,
on deaf ears. In fact Von Plehve, the newly appointed Secretary
of State for Finland, * * * most zealous members of the anti-
Finnish party in St. Petersburg, steted publicly that this
Me.jesty the Emperor does not find it fitting at present to com-
ply with the request of the Senate to issue to the Finnish people
a new assurance as to the preservation of their local institu-
tions in the future. His Majesty's good intentions in that
respect may not be doubted by his faithful subjects, The dis=
turbing fears that are spread by maliclious persons among the
populace make clear the necessity of the maintenence of order
through further administrative measures,!

* x % In this, the Finns clearly read a threat of
renewed oppression. * * * '

* % ¥ proclaim to all menkind that they would never
consent to recognize despotic decree as the law of the land.
Such was the spirit of the Spartans and their Allies at
Thermopylae; of the Dubtch egeinst Duke of Alva and Louis XIV;
of the English at Runnymede, against the Invincible Armada, and
at Moseby; and of the Americans at Bunker Hill and Yorktown; and
the heart of the New World should ‘throb with sympathy for the
sturdy little nation in that remote cormer of the Far.North, and
bid it God-speed in its death struggle with the 'Bear that looks
like a man.!? ;

However, the die has been cast, and there was no turn-
ing back. * * x Meanwhile, every steamer leaving Finland's shores
is crowded to the taffrail with the flower of the Finnish young
manhood escaping from the doomed land, with its fields growing
more and more deserted, its factories closing one by one, all
business conditions umsettled, all enterprise chscked, and, finally,
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the native offiocials feeling themselves liable to dismissal at
any moment at the mere caprice of an irresponsible despot, whose
blinded and fatuous creatures continue to f£ill his credulous ear
with assurance of the grateful affection with which the mass of
his Finnish subjects accept his well-intentioned ‘*reforms' for

' further unity of the common Fatherlandl' Finland but four years
ago a comparatively happy and prosperous little nation, is going
headlong to ruin. It is a spectacle to make angels weep."
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Pinns--Immizration Minneapolis, "innesota
Subject: Socio-Rthnic
Submitted by: N, A, Fryer

October 10, 1938

The forces of nature =nd the forces of man are the two dominant
elements that esuse the misrations of peoples. Trom earliest times
tmrigretich has been eynonymous vwith men's struggle for a better,
easier, and more nleasant life Fron esarliest times

the curbing of his freed The land thet he cultivated and

felt should be his, and hie, too, should be the right t Prﬁhcﬁt it
'. 1

to make the laws that govern it. When these rights were taken from him,

he moved on to new lands, to begin 2gzain, With forelsn domination came
the annihilation of his customs and idesls. This, teoo, was 2 resentment.
Always man has respected and revered the customa of hls forefathers: To
the unaducated individual, it is a manuasl of behavior and examvle. The
trials and emperiences of his forefathers, wrested in conditions
his, have been his guide. When thece are taken from him by a

conquering povwer, the roots that hold him to the 51l are destroyed.
Alien customs and ideals are superficial ones to him. They cannot be
understood and comprehended.

With the curbing of this freedom eomes the restriction of his
economie epportunities. "To the victor belongs the snoils%. Dise
{llusféned and disanpointed men leaves the best that he has accom=

plished to the new power and moves on. He is well aware that only
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that which 1s most desirable will be his lot. For the conguered are

7, 2 - ;
the glea¥ings. So man comtinues to migrate across land and see. Always

{n his migretions he looks for a country akia to his homeland. A place
where he can start anew, and carry on the traditions of his fathers.

Vany times, like hie c¢ongusrors, he unconsciously tries to control th

alisn ecivilization, However, Re is not the coaquaror, he 1s'the invited
] ]

mest, and scon after a p-riod of adjustment and development, the ime
migrant submits to the allen clvilization and begine to lose the heritage
of hig homeland, his langusge, his customs of the old country.

The Pinne are one of the groups who in recent years have migrgted te
America in seapch of a greater freedom and for better economic and soclal
eonditions., Harassed and tormented by the Ruesians and the Swedes, they
\ave come to America to find the goal towaprd which pll are gtriving, the
right to live, and the right to have the means by which one can live.

On the shores of the Baltic Sea there are three groups of Finnle
neonles the Finns, the Esthonians, and the Magyars. These gruns are
allpart of an Asiatic rece, thet centuries ago, in the ninth to be
exact, invaded Turope. These invaders were Mongolians and came from a
country located between Siberia and China. After their countyy and for

the color of their skineyellow-they were named Mongoliang by the native

Buropean. Of this group the Finns are of most importance to us.
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the peonle who misrated to Minnesota, end setiled in the rich
fertile valleys around Cokato, New York Nills, end in the rich productive
- mining yegions of the northern rert of the state.

- -

Historians have called the Finna, Suomi, or veonle of the swampa or
goa=lande, From the veglons of the Baltie, they have migrated to America
and left behind them the century old homes and ] that lle along the marshy,

* ¥inland, and
the Baltic Sea:« ¥rom these homelandg they hav me to America, not as the
Mongollians of their ancestors, but as cosmopolitan people from the tangled
maze of Burovean conditions. The Slaves have tempered tholr language
habits of spesch. The Teutons have given thm Nordie proportions of
physical features. From thelr early conguerors and neighbors, ‘he Swedass,
Intheran religion. Today the Finne are not 6ure ¥Mongolian

typres. In their veins flow Aryan blood. Raciaslly they are Nordies with

a share of Tartar blood.

The firet wave of Finnish migrations began in 10865 and lasted until

1870. This Waéhhﬂ rosult of bad harveste. In a country that is primarily

agricultural, and svarse at that, a poor har-est has fatal effects on soclal
and economic¢ conditions. The Ru-slan government was unsymnethetic, and some
of the Fians who wers more vrospsrous and financially able were left with

no alternatiwe but to migrate. Thers are few records of this migration
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available, but the most important fact remains. The Finne began thelr

migrations of recent times with this veriod, and in 1893 When the next
Finolsh immigration swept into this country, & complete record wes kent.
893, four clagses of neople besn mizrating from Finland.
laborsrs, e
atrial workere from theelty ol .:—j[ this movems and the primary
cause of this migration was : of the Russian government. 1%
must be remembered that Finland a Puseisn duchy from 1801 until the

F

Versaillies Prior to 1901, ¥inlend was sovarned province.

own constitutional

fhe was zn ind nt the same
is an indevendent dominion in the British "mpire. The

according to the dictates of their culture, and it wae sald
that they wers more loyal to 8¢, Petersburg than the RMucsiang themselves.
Ia 1901, howsver, Alexander 1lll, decidasd to extend hig Tartor desvotism
weatward. All Pianigh freedom was abrogzated. The absolute power of the
Tgar was the authority of all the Fianns. To a frecdom loving people the
blow was a stazgering me. Russizn became the official language, All

ey

Fisnish and Swedish langunges were censored. The nress was censored, the

Latheran chursh was subordincted to th ¢t of the Gresk Orthodox: The Finn-

{sh army was abolished, and a Russian governor ~ith absolute power was placed
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in comp@njj The Flons had been reduced %o & condition comparable to that of
the Russian serfe of the steppes. Flight from this oppresion was all thuot was
left them, and the flight to Amsrica begum.

In comparison with the other immigrants thet came to thls country during
this perlod, the Finng were th perior individuals Like all the northern

Buropeang they were thrifty and indnatirious They w-re desirous of education

and learning, and brought with 1 the heritage of an excel
tem. They were a
honest, sober, and ambitious
In seekinzs the cansses of the Pinnish migrations to Ameriea in recent

2 o L

timés the gzeneral concept is the Mussian oprression. That is a view from the

distance. When we ;wprwzch the cause ¢lotayr and allow the Ingpection to be=
d economie forces a8 well ee the great political
the possescion of land ie a trait synonymous with the Finns.

Under the new Bussian regime this wae no longer possible to a large extent.

If land was offered to the Pinn, it was the barren, unfertile séil that the

Pugeisn 414 not want. Second, the assurance to industrial workers of em=

-

ployment at good wages, and the lesening in the demand of farm workers. The
later can be attributed to the increase in the value of forested land that
lead to the decrease in the clearing of forests. Also the displacement of
gréin orops by grass to aid the growing deiry farming. Third, the pressure
fyom Americe, and here we have causes that seem arbitrary, but that were

effective. From America there was letter-writing by friends and relatives}




page ©
Finng-Immisration Minneanolis, Yinnesota
Subjectt Soecio~Ethnie
Submitted by N. A. Fryer

Oeotober 10. 19%

nasnnse money or ticksts sent by friendsj the influence of hand-books,

guides, novels, books of descrintions} the newspapers for imnicrants}
the literature circulated by railroad and steamship comnanios, land com=
panies, state bureeuns, »rivate cornorations and fndividuala; the return
visits which {mmigrants paid to thelr native towm

(Y

fluence and activity of the
From the lower e¢lasses h
and high standapds. Thelr characteristics place them apart from the
peasantey of other Furopean countries. Yany of them have become our most
desirable eitizens, for the Finns are industrio
Their love of the home, respect for law
nature are commefidable.
they are

y14 & resrected and honorzble »art
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"FINLAND'S FIGHT FOR FREEDOM"
By Eric Ehrstroem.
Paris, France.

/% % % % A doctor of letters in the university and a
graduate of the law school, he (Ehrstroem) early be-
came o member of the bar, and later filled the post
of judge. * * * Editors./

" % % % % Thus lived end prospered this little cultur-
ed land so long as the Govermment of the Czar laid no rough hand
on its constitution and on its fundementel lawse * * * ¥ * *

I have just drawn up for the first time a complete
list of prominent Finnish eitizens who have been banished during
the present difficulties,s It includes nearly twenty members of
the Diet, a half dozen mayors, four or five editors and three
university professors, - fourty-two persons in all up to the
present moment, with the number constantly growing, drawn general-
ly from the highest classes, both socially end intellectually.
Among these was the regretted Dr. Lyly, 2 scientist of the great-
est promise, who was studying abroad when the blow came, and who
thereupon shot himself through sorrow and hopelessness, leaving
a young wife to mourn him, * * * arrests, expulsions, the clos-
ing of business houses and all sorts of illegal acts are going
right on at the present moment, One by one are being broken all
mainstoys of our constitutional life. * * % * Bobrikoff (Gove Gen.)
end Flehwe, (Secretary of State for Finland) have not been able
to conquer the splendid morel of resistence of this noble little
nation of 2% million souls. * * % % law and spirit of liberty are
stronger than perjury and violence."
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Pinland's Poetry and Politics

Review of Reviews (Jan = Juns 1925) Vol. Tl.

POETRY AND POLITICS IN FINLAND

Suomi, land of the "Silver Birch"™ and the "Thousand lekes," of
quaint folklore and song, the coumtry of flaxen~haired maidens and
brawny swains, has only recently come into her own as a nation, For
centuries the history of Finland was linked to that of other countries -
Sweden and Russia = until, under the terms of the great poste-war read=-
justment, the Finlanders were allowed finally to take their proper place
among nations,

In & recent issue of the Nordisk Tidskrift (Stockholm) Werner Soder—
hjelm draws attention to the singular part that poetry has played in the
evolution of the country. While under the Swedish rule politically, the
Finnish people were practically free to shape their own destiny; they
had their own Diet, and very little, if anything, was done on the part
of the Swedish Govermment to hinder or even influence the course of their
national aspirations.

On the other hand, due to the centuries=old, almost constant state
of warfare between Sweden and Russia, it had become the lot of Finland,
because of her geographiocal situation, to serve as a buffer between the
two hostile powers, thus invariably bearing the brunt of the invading
Muscovite forces, and - in that case also - the Finlanders were often
left very much to themselves. Therefore, when Finland was separated
from Sweden, in 1809, and became a Rugsian Grand Dutchy, the event was
looked upon in meny parts of the country as a deliverance at least from
the many sufferings caused by the interminable wars, and the promise of

Cgar Alexander I, to give the Finlanders a constitution of their owm,




2e
founded upon their old Swedish laws, contributed further to raise the
hopes of the improverished people,
Mr, Soderhjelm proceeds in his article to describe the patient
waiting in Finlend for the fulfilment of the Czar's promise, and the
dire disappointment of the nation, when confronted instead by Russian

restrictions on free speech and thought. The press was subjegted to

‘saﬁe censure, and Russien spies were ever present to report any un-

timely menifestation of public opinion at social gatherings or meetings.
/es0/

And right here is where poetry begins to play & leading part in the
life of the mation, The illiterate masses of the old Gszardom had been
hopelessly beyond the intellectual reach of poetry, and it is easily
understoed, therefore, that the authorities in their endeavors to trans=-
form Finland into a mere Russian province would leave out of consider=
ation e factor which was later to become, nevertheless, the most potent
and the only bearer of the national spirit of the more highly educated
Finlenders.

During the long years of weary waiting and of political perseoution,
when all other means of spiritual intercourse within the people were
suppressed or strangled, the Fimnish poetry alone kept alive and spread
the flame of patriotism to a thousand homes, uniting the people in one
common love for their country and its traditions. Where prominent
political leaders were deported to Siberia, if not executed outright,
the humble poets of the land went free, and the work they accomplished,
although incomprehensible to ths Russian mind, became all the more effect=
¥ve for appealing directly to the Finlander's immate and grest love for
poesy and song.

The beautiful epic poetry of Rumeberg, Cygnaeus, Topelius, end many




Se
others, struck responsive chords in every Fimnish heart, inspiring hope

end imperting strength for continued resistance. Runeberg's works, in

particular, were of inestimeble valus, and his Vart land ("Owr Country™)

beceme the National Anthem of Finlend,

When the lomgwpostponed promise of Czar Alexander I, in regard to
the constitutional rights of the country, was fulfilled at lest in 1863 -
after fifty-four years' of weiting = and the Diet was summoned, this was
due prineipally to the fact thet the national spirit of the people hed
asserted itself to a point where the authorities deemed it expedient to
yield to public opinion, The representative in that first assembly were
by no means those of ‘a sulmissive, obedient people. On the contrary,
able leaders had come to the front, &nd they carried thelr bammers highe.

Concluding his artiecle, Mr. Soderhjelm remarks: "Owr literature
during the first half of the nineteenth century affected not only the
general conceptions of the peoplejy it had also a deoclsive and far=reach=
ing influence upon the morel character and the spiritual strength of the

entire nation, an influence which nok other power could have exerted,"

/680/
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Finland's Poetry

Roview of Reviews -~ (Jan, - June 1925)

THE GENIUS OF POETRY AS MANIFESTED IN
FINLAND YESTERDAY AND TODAY
Increasing interest has been felt in this country during the last
few years, especially since the Great War, in the amall but enterprising
nation of Finland, This is dus to various causes = first, its somewhat

belated achievement of politieal independence, always a matter of peculiar

&
appeal to Americanss second, the award of the Bland Islands, long a subject

of dispute between Finland and Swedems third,an increasing knowledge as to

the high standards of oultivation and progress in this small land so near

the Artic Zone; and, finally, the tremendous advertisement given to it in

the lay mind by the emezing achievements of the femous Fimmish runner, Paave
Numi. In the January mumber of the Deutsche Rundschay (Berlin), Karl Liander
writes interestingly of Fimnish poetry. IHe begins impressively:

TWhoever has once visited Finland and beheld the singular charascter of
its thousand islands and thousand bodies of water, will admit that upon the
whole surface of the globe there is no counterpart to this wnique bit of
landscape. And even so is Fimnish poetry = unique of its kind, One cen=
not interpret it by the aid of any sort of internationmal “imms." It must
be studied end appraised as a thing peculiar unto itself.

Although Finnish poetry is ome of the youngest in the world, yet its
roots can be traced fhr back into the primeval, The foundation for modern
Finnisix poetry and, ix:deed, for all the achievements of the Fimn's in the
erts generally, is to be found in the Rumes whose origin is to be sought in
the heroic 2ge of ancient Finland, The songs of the Runes constitute the
primal germ from which the Finnish art forms of poetry, musio, peinting,

and soulpture have developed = the nucleus about which later forms have




erystallized.
The first great poet of the country, kmown as Finland's Homer,was
Elias loennrot, who passed away at the age of eighty=one, in the year

1883. He made it his plous task to collect the ancient Runes as they

were still to be heard in Lhe mouths of the people, and he, likewise,

followed the exmmple of the singers themselves in frequently uniting
two or three related songs to form a greater whole. As a result of his
labors he produced in 1836 the great epic poem, "The Kalevala™ which
embraces fifty Runes, comprising 22,796 lines,

Another source of Fimnish poetry is to be found in the Christian
religion, whose dootrines and stories took strong hold upon the minds
of the simple folk of the country,

Besides the two sources mentioned above the poei\;s of Finland found
their inspiration in the magnificent aspects of nature here afforded,
with their sharp contrasts between light and darkness, between heat and
o0ld, between burgeoning life and the stark regldity of ice, which tend
to stimulate the creative power of the imagination,

On the other hand, we are told, that we shall seek in vain in this
body of poetry for the romentiec adventures inspired by love, chivalry,
and confliect which dominated the medieval poetry of Western Europse Thus
Finnish poetry retains in far greater measure than the literature of most
races, its national peculiarities, and therein lies its marvelous charm.
Passing over some of the earlier names we find en outstanding figure in
Alexis Kivi (1834-1873) = the son of a village tailor., Among the various
works produced by him during his brief life, the chief is his novel, "The
Seven Brothers™ which appeared in 1869, and a Germen version of which was
published in 1981.

The scene of this is ledd in the first half of the previous century,
when the primeval forest still reigned in the southern parts of /438/

Finlend, when bear hunting was e favorite sport, when great herds of
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cattle were kept, and when the people showed little inclinmation for the
higher forms of ocivilization and oulture,

Kivis significance and his greatness from the standpoint of world
literature are due to the fact that he is unique in his art, and can be
compered to no other poet as regards either form or substance. The in=-
fluence of foreign poets, of Shakespeare and Cervantes, for example, is
to be traced only in his lesser works. In all essentials he finds the
substance of his works in the life of the Finmish people, in their ideas
and emotions, in which we must include the Kalevala and the Bible. In
each of the "Brothers" he has known how to create a characteristio and
individual type smong his coumtrymen. Even in these days when Finland,
after severe trials, has achieved political freedom and has astounded
the world by the feats of its athletes, we can but acknowledge how ad-
mirably Kivi portrays the love of liberty in the "Brothers™ and their
joy in physical activities.

We note with especial interest what Mr. lLiander says concerning
women writers:

Finland was one of the first countries in which women achieved a
plane of equal rights with men, not only with respect to education but
in economic end political life, Even in the final years of the last
century there were a number of schools in Finland, secondary as well as

primary, in which boys and girls studied side by side, and the women

obf‘a.ined the vote in 1906, Under such circumstances it is not surpris-

ing to find the rise of a school of women writers.

At the head of this group stands Mimne Canth (1844-1897), who in her
stories and drames portrayed the spiritual confliets and the oppressed
social position of woman. These problems of women were sharpened in out=
line by the Milieu, which was that of the proletarist. She dealt not only

with rustic folk but with the problems of industrials., Her dramas, "The




de
Children of Misfortune,™ etec., were a revelation to her time... She was

the first Fimmish woman to raise her volee against the injustioces of the

social organiam. /439/
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"How They Made Temperance Basy In Finland"

Literary Digest = May 14, 1921

"BY DECIARING DRUNKENNESS an mct of high treason and calling upon
every Fimm te renounce Bramnvin for his country's sake, they helped make
temperance easy in Finlend, and for years now, we are told, the consump=
tion of aleohol per head in that subarctie coumtry has been lower than

emong eny other people in Ewrope. Curiously emough, however, as soon as

prohibition came into foree in 1919 an increase in drunkemness was noted,

Now that they ocamnot buy it, we are informed, the people manufacturs it
secretly for themselves in larger quantities than they could buy it be=-
fore, and, as was found to be the case in this country, the new product
is of inferior quality and often “poisonous stuff." But the main peoint
seys Eéith Sellers in the Cormhill Magazine (london),"™ is that a people
notorious for their drtmkqnness became & sober people when sobriety was
made easy for the great mass of them by good food being brought within
their reach and their lives being bettered, being mede worth living."

The situation had resolved itself into whether, through drink, Finland
was to be sacrified to Russia. They solved it by oubtting down the con=
sumption of aleohol. The movement against drink began ms a "commons
sense temperance crusade” by leaders who recognized, we are told, that if
the people were to be turmed into a sober people it would be neither by
preaching nor yet by legislation. Corrective measures wers adopted to
oure the evil of malnutrition, which was found responsible for much of
the drunkemness and to prevent the manufecture of new addicts by the same
cause., Also provision was made to supply the people with less improvident
means of pleasure and entertaimment. The orusaders proceeded upon the
theory that most drumkards are not born but made. While securing those who

had no taste for strong drink against scquiring it, they framed plans also




for rescuing those who had already & craving for it. Seid one of the
erusaders.” They set to work, therefore, with might and main to bring
food within the reach of even the poorest of wage=earners, end, with
the food, wholesome recreations, something in the way of comfort. They
never rested until there were in every school cooking end housewifery
clesses, and women and girls were fired with the ambition to become thrifty
housewives and skilful cooks; never rested, either, until there were re-
ereation halls even in little villages." From the first the movement was
essentially patriotic. The itinerant crusaders were all staunch patriots,
Keen politicians, fighting against Russiafication while fighting for tem=—
perance, Temperance became patriotisms strongest weapon. In the schools
it was taught that inebriety was just as much a disease as measles, that
health and strength are precious gifts. For Finland's sake, as well as
their own, the children were taught that they must do what they ocould to
grow up to be strong men and women.

It is the schools which probably are doing the most otward saving the
younger generation from the temptation of strong drink, for part of the

educational course consists of training in thrift, cooking, catering, and

houssehold work, The teaching in this respect is thoroughi #** [53_:7
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Americanization of the Finnish Paople March 37, 1940.
in Houghton County, Michigan.
By Clemens Niemi
Finnigh Daily Publishing Co.,
Duluth, (e.1920)

TRADITIONS.

The adaptation of the adult newcomer to his new environment, de-

spite accelerating forces, can never become gomplete in his nfm-..'

His reaction patterns still seek to respond to those physical, social,
and fdealistic stimli which surrounded him during his formative stage
of mind. Tims traditions, although Americanization forces have carried
on thelr mission %o a consideradle extent in the individual's 1life, tend
to remain in one's conssiousness. During the moment of emotionsl exolte-
ment, for instance, his native language in his own group may bde of great
value to him because 1t is this language that possesses all the deliecate
shades, vidrations, and colorings implanted in 1t through the mother's
cradde songs or added to 1t by a multitude of childhood experiences. This
explaing why Finnish, for instance, is used so widely together with Eng-
1ish. The native tongue 13 mixed with English words and phrases and 1%
is more of negative valus as soon as Engligh becomes habitual in every
day use.

As regards wearing apparel some noticeabls traditions are still
maintained. The use of a kerghief is very common among women, especially
among some religious sect in which both men and women, like the Puritans,
lay a great emphasis on simplicity of dress. Women's attitude of adhering
to this usage without religions motives san be attriduted to their previous
environment. In early days it was thought that the wearing of a hat did

not belong to the peasant woman. It was a thing worn by educated ladies
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Treditions - contin'd:

or by those who thought they delonged to upper classes. Hence the custom
still prevalent.

VWomen in rural districts wear skirts, walists, etc., resembling
those used in Pinland while the servant malds seem to accept American
fashions readily. Scme men ia farming districts clung to thelr home-made
boots which they claim are very comfortable.

Table setting and food sooking is done after the American and
Pinnish style. Sour milk, certain varieties of ples and bread and beef
stew are some of the delicacies that the Finn atill prefers. One gentleman
of prominent poxition sald: "I have no Shher old traditioms that I like
to perpetuate except that I like to esat sall salmon. It is Just as
appetising at the dreakfast table as It 1s at supper time." Another man
holding a political office added: "At the time we cawe to America my
mother learnsd to prepare and cook American dighes from our neighbors who
were our best friends. (P.38) And queer 2s it may appear our nelghbors
learned to sat Finnish dishes from us. My mother used to talte samples to
them and they in exchange drought us their samples. Thus we learned many
new things in cookery by mutual exchange. Our neighbdors also lsarned to
eat Finnish rye bdread and coffee toast. They even learned to use the
Pinnish bathhouse."

In conjunction with other food habits coffee drinking might be
mentioned. The Finn drinks coffee four or five times a day. And when a
visitor comes the very first thing he does to express hospitality is to
offer him coffse with cake or gookies. Sometimes soft drinks or fruits
take the place of coffee.

The most important religious holidays are still celebrated in

rural districts and even in towns. Jolm Baptist's day, Ohrfstmas, Good
Friday, Faster, etc., are among those celebrated. The Shrove Tuesday is
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spent in sleigh riding or in the evening in a soclal gathering.

Historica) trnditions are perpetuated by various ways. Speeches in
gocials and plenics, for instence, may consist of some phase of the Finnish
hiastory of laudatory remariks of the peopls for its heroie stand agninst
forelgn oppression. Fimnish culture, literature, msic and art are also
plainly emphasizod. Just as proud as the people seem %o be of their composer
Jean Sibdelius, who has depicted national characteristice in music they are
of thelr national epic poem the Kalevala. The secret soclety "The Knights
of Ealevala" 1s especilally concentrating i%s eforts to make the significance
of this eplie poem Emown.

Then thers is a pesculiar nationalist institution, the Manish
bathhouse;, the use of which, perhaps, 1s the most Btriking tradition. The
tuilding 1tself varies in construction and asize. Within it in one cormer &
there is an ovenllike structure or "stove” bullt of stones and bricks. As
soonas the stones upon the oven are heated and bhoth warm and cold water
sapplied, the dathhouse is ready for occupance. About two or three feet
high from the floor around the walls is a platform with benches on which
the dather may sit whils steaming himself. ESome small tucketfuls of water
thrown on the heated stones fills the room with steam. The bathing is
then performed in a condensed heat by heating the Yody with a whisk made
of birch, maple or cedar dranches. After the dody has received its proper
ghare in the steam, washing snd dressing 1s finiched downstairs or in an
adjoining room. Many elderly people use this sort of dath for slmost all
kinds of bodlly ailments, ac the only real remedy. There are professional
bathhouse owners who keep such places for public use. Curiously enough,
the use of the Finnigh bathhouse is common even among Americans.

Some of these traditions are as yet perpetuated by the native dorm,

but the chengs of enviromment from purely Mnnish commmnities to more
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heterogensous groups and the diminuation of those forces that tend %o keep

up old customs, will mo doudt, gradually do awasy with them. (P.39)
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"Populace Celebrates Centenary of Its "Kalevala,"

The News = Week Abroad, Vel, 6 -~ March 8, 1935,

FINLAND

"In Finlend's pine and spruce forests last week high-=booted lumber=-
men put aside their axes and saws. In red-painted farm houses sturdy
housewives left their churns. In villages and cities, shops, banks and
schools closed. For four days, 3,700,000 Fimns celebrated the centen-
ery of their national epic,

The "Ealevala" (land of Heroes) sings of their lakes and snows, of
blond maidens and stalwart men. Gomposed of old northland ballads, it
took shape as a comnected poem under the hand of Elias Loemnrot, Finnish
philologist. In 1835 he published half of the 50 cantos which gave lLong-
fellow a meter and material for "Hiawatha,"

Finns, 99 per cent literate, consider the epic their finest literary
worke They were delighted when legislators, meeting in the lovely column=
ed Parlisment building at Helsingfors, voted 2,000,000 fimarks ($43,000
ourrently) to finance further research into native folklore,

The seme day 15,000 citizens, crowded into the capitol's new white
conorete exhibition hall to hear brief tributes to the poem. The longest
address consumed 5 minutes, 50 seconds, Edwerd Albright, American Minister
to Finlend, delivered the most popular speech. It lasted 35 seconds.

Eagh rural parish sent girls to the Capital in gay native costumes = red
and white bodioces, rainbowe=hued skirts, green end white stockinga, There

Evind
they greeted Pehr/Svinhufvud, Finland's grendfatherly President. Skiers

relayed a message 1,200 miles from Petsamo, Artic Ocean fishing center

whose harbor, warmed by the Gulf Streem, remains ice-free through the

Winter.




Art exhibitions, Goncerts and plays inspired by the "Kalevale®

rounded out the cultural jembore. Then Fimms turned reluctantly from

o
ancient herces back to the unromstic timber, pulp, paper, matches,

leather, and butter demanded by & modern world. /1s/
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Van Cluf, Bugene, "Finns in New England”™ (The 0ld World in the New)

The Scientific Momthly = Vol. 16 (Jan = June 1923)

THE OLD WORLD IN THE NEW

Professor Eugene Van C],J‘irf
Ohic State University.

*#32 "The Fimns have an oriental ancestry medified by 2 few hundred
years' residence in Europe, Good evidence shows that they migrated from
central Asia, the region of the Altai Mounteins. One group upon reach-
ing the Volga River moved up that greatest of Russian arteries and thence
into northern Finland, Another group crossed the lower Volga, proceeded
ecross southern Russia, skirted the north slope of the Carpathians, thence
northward to Estonia and across the Gulf of Finland into the land of the
present republics The modern Fimns have lost much of their orientalism,
yet retain enough to enable the casual observer to appreciate it. Those
of northern Finland, especially, show the broad head of the Mongolian
with slant eyes, high cheek bones and square-set jews, The language is
unrelated to eny other European tongue excepting thet of the Magyars, and
then only to the extent of perheaps a dogen words. The Finnish mind moves
slowly, ocautiously and deliberately. The Finn listens to argument but
reaches conslusions at his own leisure, He is not to be hurried; he is
phlegmatic; he is thorough. During long residence in Europe the Fimns
have come successively under Swedish and Russian rule, and in their trade
with the world they have felt German, English and some French influence.
With this sort of beckground how could anyone believe that the Fimn can
be approached in the same mamner as the German, Italian, Russian Jew or

Greek and be met with any degree of success., *** /502/




John Jacob Meyer, "A Modern Fimnish Cain® ,

Modern Philology = Vol. VII = (1908-1910)

Finland, the "land of a Thousand lakes,™ is now experiencing a most
intense literary activity in its own langusge, the Fimnish. This melodious
and very peculiar tongue was repressed for centuries in favor of Swedishj
but, especially through the patriotic efforts of Johan Vilhelm Snellman in
the forties of the last century, a great swmkening of the nationmal spirit
took place. And although this "spring” of Fimnish nationalism was quickly
followed by & second "winter" of official oppression dealing death to the
bright hopes of enthusiastic minds, the tenacity of the Fimn triumphed in
the end after long struggles. During the last forty or fifty years a
literature in Finnish has sprung up that surprises one by its wealth, con=
sidering the small number of inhabitents and the unfavorable conditions of
this land of &1?1:10 snows and of a thousand sorrows. There are a number of
talented po‘rbs, and the prose writers already from & goodly ocompeny, which

is fast increasing.

The é‘inn is given to reflection and introspection; a striving for

oethical ideals seems part and parcel of his nature, So it is no wonder
that soecial and ethical questions have been handled so often in Fimnish
literature., L'art pour l'art thus far counts few striet votaries in this
country of stern realities,

Johannes lLimmankoski, a young Finnish writer whose real name is
Vintori Peltomen, exhibits this ethical trend even more strongly than
many of his fellows, His greatest book thus far is "laulu Tulipumaisesta
Kukasta," the '?ong of the Fiery Red Flower," a.ni intoxieating dithyramb
on love and life and at the same time a ploture of the ruin wrought by the
man whose only desire is to quaff the drink of love to his heart; content,
All the splendor and beauty of sexual passion is there but also its terror

and cruelty. *** /221/




2e
Linmankoski has outgrown that puerile individualism which is now
so ellpowerful and obstreperous; a far nobler and manlier spirit per-
meates his works, "love thy fellow-men, work for the happiness of others
and the uplifting of the race, fight and overcome thine own self when-
ever the fulfilment of its desires would mean harm to others. In the

child there is the expiation of man's errors.”

These ideéﬁialao the fini;h of Limmankoski's first work, a drams

entitled "Ikuinen Taistelu,"™ "The Entermal Struggle.” Its central

figure is Cain and the drems hinges on the slaying of his brother. /222/

e,
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Hermione Ramsden, "The Literature of Finland",

The Living Age - 7th Series, Vol. XXV (Oct y=Nov=Dec. 1904) No. 243

"It is & common saying emong Finlanders that their hope for the
future lies in their langusge and their religion, because it is only by
means of these that they can claim to possess a separate nationality.

It was probably for this reason that in the spring of 1901 their literature
suddenly assumed an aspect of political importance, when a professor from
Helsingfors, who had signified his intention of giving a lecture at Christ-
jania, was prohibited from doing so by the Russian Govermment. It is doubt~-
ful if eny action could have been better calculated to arouse public inter-
est in Finland or to inorease the demand for Fimnish novels, and the follow=
ing sketoh is the outoome of a study which is primarily undertaken for the
purpose of satisfying the writer's curiosity. More than a sketch it can=-
not eclaim to be, for even the most cursory study was sufficient to show
that, as regards works of fioction, Finland is able to hold her own with
Sweden, Norway and Demmark, while as regards the traditional poetry of the
Kalevala she occupies a position which is in all respects unique.

The Kalevala,as we have it in Crawford's excellent translation, is one
of those rare productions of which it is impossible to speak too highly.
The majority of books which boast of a similar history are of the kind %o
be read with effort and perseverance, content if here and there some strick-
ing sentence is discovered, but the reading of the Kalevala calls for no
such strenous efforts no one who has heard it ocan ever forget the story of
the encounter between the rival poets of Finland and lLapland, and the won=
drous glimpse it gave him into bygone days when sledges were made of gold

and whips were enamelled with pearls. The gorgeous descriptions of

hin}moinen's magic vessel and the beauty of the lapp maiden, Aino the

Golden~haired, are so unlike anything that could have been expected from
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the land of ice and snow that it is not surprising if the publication of
the /833/ Kalevala in 1833 should have attracted the attention of stu=
dents in all parts of the world, and brought about a revival of Finmish,
& language which had hitherto been regarded as that of the lower orders
only, no books being published in it except such as were intended for
religious or educational purposes. The formation of the Fimnish Literary
Society was one of the first signs of change, and before long the lang=

uage question began to give rise to serious dispute. A newspaper was

started to uphold the interests of the Finnish-speeking population, and
L

in its cquuns Swedish was alluded to as a foreign tongue and blamed for
being the cause of the low educational standard which was at that time
prevalent in Finlands but it wae not until 1860 that the "Young Femnomsns,"
as they were called, entered the field of practical polities with their
watolword, "One people, one language,” A saying which has recently been
changed for another, now that the nation's misfortune has drawn the con=
flicting parties together: "Of one mind, albeit of two languages,”
Meamwhile the opposite party, consisting of the "Svecomans,” had
started e rivael association called "The Swedish Literary Society in Fine
land," which, besides mumerous other publications, included the works of
three of their own writers who had flourished at the heginni?(g of the
nineteenth cemtury, whose nemes were Franzen, Rumeberg, and tYopelius,
The firstenamed was the author of the Selme Songs, inspired, like many
other poems of that pericd, by MacPherson's Ossians Runeberg was one of

the most selebrated poets of his day, and his prelude to Ensizn Staal's

Tales has since become the Finnish Nationsl song, which is now forbidden to
be sung, although it contains nothing more political than an expression of
affection for the land of the thousand lakas, 'ché "Fosterland," as the
Swedish population are want to eall it, in contrast to the "Patheriand” of
their Finnish brethren., Runeberg's longer poems are mostly written in

hexameters, Hamnah, The Elk Hunters, and The Grave in Perrho being among
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his best. Topelius, the third winter belonging to this peried, although
possessed of less originality then the others, was famed for the beauty
of his style, and his novels are said to bear traces of the influence of
Dickens, Bulwer Lytton, end Alexandre Dumas,

The works of the above mentioned writers may be said to represent
the Finnish classies, and from them we shall pass on to six writers of
contemporary fiction, divided into two groups, representative of the two
races to which they belong, although as regards the literature of the
present day there is soarcely any characteristic distinction to be ob-
served between the twoj a fact which is not surprising when we consider
that difference of race cammot be very strongly defined after generations
of intermarriage. Karl August Traveststjerna, whose neme occupies the
foremost place smong the Swedish writers, was a member of one of the few
remaining femilies belonging to the old Finnish nobility, and a descend-
ant of the famous Eric Tavast, who was raised to the peerage in the
seventeenth century. The author was born in 1860, and died of consumpte
ion a few years ago, leaving a large and varied selection of literary
works, consisting of poetry, plays, novels, short stories, and sketches.
s+ /g34/

It is said of Tavaststjerna that he is"the most melancholy writer in

the most melancholy country in the world,™ but the saying is unfair: in

the first place there is no evidence to show that Finland is a me:l;nohnly

country; as regards literature it might almost be said to rise above the
average in optimism, while as to the author in question, though melancholy,
it cannot be said that he is ever morbid. /836/ **»

It is a noticeable faot about Tavaststjerna that he wrote in a lighter
and more cheerful view as he neared his end, and he was not forty whem-heo

died.

Jacob Ahrenberg, born 1847, began his literary career by writing some
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stories and character sketches deacripti;;/ of 1life in the east of Finland,
where his business as an architect took him. His first novel, the
Heehoolites, was published in 1889, having for subject a religio;; sect
which derives its neame from the groans that were supposed to accompany
the prayers of its followers. /838/ *he

Ahremberg's style shows traces of Turguenieff's influence., He knows
Russia well, but his desoriptions are doubly interesting because they
depict the 1life es it strikes a foreigner. /839/ #** It is worth noting
that Ahrenberg is the only writer of any importance in Finland whose novels
bear traces of Russian influence; the majority appear to be better soquaint=
ed with the works of English, French, and Scandinavien authors,

Helene Westermarck (born 1857) is the sister of Professor Edward Wes=

termarck, whose neme figures among the honorary associates of the Rational-

¥;
ist Press Association, *** She edited a woman's paper called The Contempory,

and wrote several novels and short storiesj for one of the fomer, called

life's Victory, The Govermment awarded her a prize, and with the money thus

obtained she was able to undertake a journey abroad. /840/ b

Thus fer we have dealt only with the authors who represent the Swedish-
speaking population; in order to find the real Fimn we must look to Paivarinta
and Mimna Canth, with the aid of whose writings we are able to pilcture to our-
selves the chief characteristiecs of the race, More melancholy than the Scan-
dinavian, the Finns are perhaps more religious, certainly more poetics and
if the world has not heard much of their poetry since the Kalevala, it is
because they, like the Celts, have sung in a language which very few can
understand,

Pietari Paivarinta was born in 1827, the eldest son of poor paremts,
so peor that on more than one occasion little Pietari was sent out to beg.
His parents taught him to read, and somehow or other he picked up a know=

ledge of writing, From the age of ten omwards he was able to earn his own
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living, and at twenty-two he ’:;/rriod the daughter of a poor famer and
borrowed a suffielent sum of money to purchase & piece of uncultivated
land in the forest; a few years later he received the appointment of
parish clerk, and in 1882 he became a member of Parliement, From his
earliest childhood he had always shown a great predilection for books,
which he contrived to buy in spite of his scanty means, His reading was

chiefly confined to newspapers and belles-lettres; he read Dickens, and the

book called Myself and Others is said to have been suggested by David Copper-

field. His first attempt at writing to the fomm of newspaper correspondence,
and it was not until he had reached the age of forty that one day, while
ploughing, the idea suddenly occurred to him that he would like to write a
book, His first works were, however, of no great importances he collected
and edited the letters of certain Pietist leaders addressed to their follow-
ers, and he wrote a play, which was never published, /841/ He had little
time to devote to writing, until one day in 1876 he had a fall and broke

his foot, and during the period of enforced idleness which ensued he began
to write his autobiography, which was afterwards published by the Fimnish

Soclety for the Education of the People, and for it he received the sum of

24 l. Encouraged by his success, he wrote a great many books and short

stories, most of which have been translated into Swedish and some into
German, IHis main objeoct was to address himself to the class to which he
belonged, and when he describes the everyday life of the working people,
he does it in order to interest them and without any thought of appealing
to a different class of reader., ***

Paivarinta's books bear traces of a strong and healthy temperment com=
bined with a ecapacity for clear, straightforward reasoning; his tendency is
essentially demooratic; in him there are no signs of that spirit of excessive
hunility, approximating to the Slav type which allows itself to be crushed
and downtrodden, such as we find depicted in the characters of Minna Canth's

dramas,
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In Mimma Canth's case a great deal of her despondency was due to
the outward circumstances of her life. Weighed down by poverty, hard
work, and the anxieties of a large family, she was never given the
chance of developing her talent to the full extent of its possibilities,
and unfortunately she allowed her art to become, what art should never be,
subservient to a purpose, Drink, poverty, and laws unfavorable to women
were the evils she saw around her, and these she described with unfalling
zeal, and in the face of opposition which amounted to something allied to
perseoution., Those who have had advantage of seeing her plays acted main-
tain that she was the greatest women dramatist who has ever lived, and if
further testimony is wanting it may be had in the fact that people went to
law with her because they recognized a likeness of themselves in what she
had written.

Minna Johnson was born in 1844 in the town of Tammerfors, where her
father was superintendent of a large cotton factory. At the age of twelve
she was looked upon as an infant prodigy because she could not only read,

but also sing hymns and play her own accompaniments. At nineteen she dis-

covered that it was her mission in 1life “to teach the people.” /842/ She

accordingly entered a seminary for school teachers, but left it the follow=-
ing year in order to marry Johan Ferdinand Canth, a teacher of natural
sciencs, after which all her asplirations were laid aside for the duties of
housekeeping which her soul hated. In later years, when she looked back
upon this period of her life, she was forced to confess that her troubles
had been greatly increased by the morbid sensitiveness of her conscience,
which interpreted the duty of & wife's subjection in such a memner that
she never allowed herself to give vent to a single original thought, and
denied herself all pleasure, even that of reading. It was not until

eight years after her marriage that she was able to give her mind to lit-
erature without doing violence to her oconscience. Her husband hed been

appointed editor of a newspaper, and in order to assist him in his work
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she wrote powerful articles against the sale of brandy, forgetful of
the fact thet the proprietor of the paper was also the owner of a large
distillery, with the result that the editorship had to be given up, while
she was forced to return to her sewing=machine. She would probably have
censed writing altogether if it had not been that a few years later the
Finnish Theatrical Company gave several representations in the town, which
suggested to her the idea of writing a play; and the result of this first

attempt was The Burglars, in which a girl is unjustly acocused of theft. The

play proved an immense success and the Fimnish lLiterary Soclety awarded her
e prigze. /845/ e

She wrote three or four other plays later on, besides two novels and
several short stories and articles. *** The amount of literary work she
achieved iz astonishing when one considers how much she did besidesj; she

translated all the six volumes of Brande's Main Currents into Finnish,but

owing to the representations made by the oclergy to her publishers the pub=
lication was stopped after the issus of the first volime. People began to
hold her up as an atheist and sccused her of leading the young astray, they
pitied her children for heaving such a mother, and so exaggerated were their
scousations that it required mo little moral courage to be & friend of hers.
It was only to be expected that this want of sympathy should have & corre=
sponding effect upon her character, and it is not surprising if she never
attained to all that she might have been smid more favorable surroundings.
The writings of Paivarinta and Minna Canth present a wide contrast to
those of Juhani Aho, whose styls bears so much resemblance to that of modern
Swedish writers that it is often difficult to realize that he is not a
Soendinavian, Juhani Aho (J. Brofeldt, born 186l1) is a son of a clergyman

of Savolaks. His first book was a oollection of short stories descriptive

of the lives of the country people, /844/

#+* There is something restful about Juhani Aho's atyles his characters

are made to stand out against a beautiful background of never ending lakes
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and disteant Jow-lying hills over=grown with dark pine forests, *** Aho
is one of the few writers who know how to deseribe a northern winter
without meking their readers long for the fireside, and is able instead
to make them conselous of the beauty and stillness of a great pime forest

carpeted with smow where men on the ski glide noiselessly in and out among

the trees, bearing torches on a dark night,

Here ends a sketch of six authors whose works may be allowed to speak
for them, They seldom dwell on polities, have never exhibited a revolution-
ary tendengy, and it is extremely doubtful whether any mation in Europe ocan
produce six representative writers who show less inelination to overthrow
the foundation of church and State; their ideals, both social and politiecal,
are based on all that is best in Western Europe; for, "the Finlandérs: have,"
as & French writer puts it, "idealiszed us, and in so doing they have striven
hard to 1live up to their ideal,” /847/"

Hermione Ramsden®™

rticle "Literature™ of Finland in 19th centwry, July=December 1904,
olume 56, page 772«T88, written by some author and practically is a
duplicate version/
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Literary Digest = June 28, 1919 = Vol. 61

RECONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS

Netions In Rebirth a series of articles prepared

for the Literary Digest and especially designed

for High School use,

FINLAND'S BARLIER HISTORY = "Bver since Finland has been historically
kmown, we are informed by the Bureau of Information of the Fimnish Govern-
ment (New York), it has been subjected to oppression by its neighbors omn
the east and on tho west, After Sweden conguered the country in 1157 Fine
land became the battle=ground of wars waged between Sweden and Russia. By

the officials of the Swedish Covermment Finlend's populace was kept in

poverty and want and the nation as & whole was held in a state of intellect=
ual and economliec subjection. The Fimmish Covermment's bureau of informetion
relates further that =

"When Russia conguered the country in 1809, the reigning Czar, Alexander
I+, solemnly declared Finland an autommois country 'belonging among the nate=
ions of the world,' and solemnly vowed for himself and his successors that
the gusrantecs given to Finland regarding her internal govermment, would
always be respeoted and inviolable. But & new period of darkness threatened
Finland when Czar Nigholes I. came on the throne, for the new Czar was :-a
severe autocrat, This period, though threatoning, was finally passed, for
when Alexander II, became Czar, & more hopeful ers began with a national
awakening whioh enlisted the efforts of the greater part of the cultural

class of Finland for work toward improvement in the intellectukal and

economic condition of the people of Finland, and to oppoase the attacks

being made on the country by Panslavistic statemen and newspapers of

‘Russia -/36/ Similar intellectual and economic developments continued dur-
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ing the reign of Alexander IIl., regardless of the fact that the attacks
from the Panslav element of Russia continued to increase in violence and
their demands became more exacting. Toward the end of the reign of Alex-
ander III & wavering in Russia's policy toward Finland could be discerned.
In govermmental circles there began to appear more and more of those who
supported the program of Finland's foes, the ovorthroﬁ\ of her rights and
destruction of the autonomy, the Russianization of the coumtry, and its
amnexation as a province to the great Russian BEmpire.

"This hostility became more and more pronounced during the reign of
Nigholas II., when the Panslavs were able to dictate the policies of the
Czar., Finland's rights were rested piecemeal by imperial ukeses, prepared
by the Czar's ministers, who were hostile to Finland. The most umscrupul-
ous agent in the Russianization of Finland was Governor-Genmeral Bobrikoff,
during whose incumbency the Cszar, by & stroke of the pen, completely des-
troyed the autonomy of Finland by the infamous February mn.nifostg of 1899,
making the country a Russian province. During the Russo-Japanese War, how-
ever, a ocomplete change occurred in the policy of Russianification and mer-
ciless persecution. Distrubances began in Russia itself in October, 1905,
They were of such a serious nature that concessions were made to the people
of the empire. A general strike, similar to the one in Petrograd, was pro-

claimed in the entire Grand Dutchy of Finland, The feelhig ran so high

that the Czar wes compelled to ratify the mnifest; of November, 1905, re-

scinding most of the oppressive measures of the preceding years, and order—
ing the installation of a new parliamentary system, based on the prineiple
of general and universal suffrage. In this way was created the one=chamber
Diet in place of the four chambers, and all citizens of Finland having reach-
ed the age of twenty-four years, regardless of sex, received the right to
vote." =+ /84/
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Outlook = Jan. 3, 1903=-Apr 26, 1903, Vol, 73

#*% "From the time when the Swedish lHelsings first established them~
selves through right of conquest on Finnish soil, and more markedly since
the beginning of Muscovite domination, there has existed in Finlend a
dual racial pmbl&n, which, at all times diffioult of solution, has not
infrequently been marked by en access of bitterness on the part of the
factions concerned that has invariably proved a source of weakmess by
which the wily Russian has seldom feiled to profit when occasion demand-

ed. The language question it was that long divided Finland, to its un=

doubted injury, into the rival camps of the Dve]mnmn and Fennomans,

As the names indicate, the Svekomens /T24/comprised the inhebitants
of Swedish extraction, inhabiting the western, south-western, and part of
the southern cosst line to a distance of about eighteen miles inland, and
speaking as their mother tongue the language of their neighbors across the
Gulf of Bothnia, and imbued with the traditions of Swedish social, political,
and literary supremacy; while under the bamners of the Fennomen faction were
gathered the people of pure Fimnic stock, whose aim was the triumph of the
Finnish idiom, not merely as the dominant factor in the domains of society
and govermment, but also as the proper expression of the nmational spirit,

It was but natural that the majority of the govermmental body and the
official class as a whole should belong to the Svekoman party, and just as
natural that the guns of the Fennomans should be trained upon them with
most pertinacity and determination., It was also only in the order of
things = according to decree of nature, let us even admit « that the
Fennomanic ideal, especially since the discovery of the Kalevala, of a
young and vigorous people, distinetly Finnish in character and tongue,

ready to take its place in the ranks of nations by the side of the recent=-
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ly emancipated Rumania, Servia, and Bulgaria, should have steadily con=
tinued to gain adherents emong the rising generation, irrespective of
party affiliations, Thanks largely to the more or less active intere
ference of Russian diplomacy = whose peculiar forte it has always been,
constantly is, and ever will be to foment discord and create disunion in
the ranks of its present or prospective viectims, and which saw in the
weakening of the hitherto superior political power the most favorable
opportunity for hastening the accomplishment of its own nefarious designs
on the autonomy of Finland itself -~ the Fennomans succeeded, as the strug=
gle went on, in gaining material advantages over their Svekoman rivals.
The Fimnish language ceme to be recognized as on an equal footing with
Swedish as the official tongue, and an ever increasing proportion of im=
portant govermment posts fell to the share of the party,

The present orisis, affecting as it does the very life of the Fimmish
nation, has, however, revolutionized the old standing of parties, and we
hear little nowadays of Svekomsn and Fennomen hostility. In the face of
the threatened extinetion of the national life, the Svenkomans, guided by
the wise counsels of Van Born, Wrede, Schybergson, Axel Iille, former
editor of the suppressed "Nya Pressen,” and V. Soderhjelm, have abandoned
their uncompromising attitude on the questions of language and franchise
reform, to devote all their energies to the defense of the fatherland,
while the Fermoman party has split into two irreconcilable halves, the

0ld Finms and the Young Finns, The last named faction, under the leader-

ship of ex-consul Wolff (whose speech at St. Petersbury on behalf of Fin-

land on the occasion of the first monster petition to the Czar in 1899
made such a profound impression in Europe), Castren, the writer Aho, the
poet Erkko, and Professor Otto Domner, have thrown to the winds the old

differences with their Swedish=spesking fellow=countrymen, with the result

that the two have coalesced under the title of the constitutional party,
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which proclaims as its one great objeet the retention of the automomous
govermment of Finland, and has come to represent the sentiment of the
nation at large, with whom the Senate and the old Finns heve fallen into
complete disfavor,

The polioy of this latter party, sacrificing everything, from the
time of the first manifesto of February, 1899, to the fetich of party
aggrandizement, has been one of consistent abandomment of all opposition
to the autooratic will of the Russien Govermment, of :Sbjaot surrender at
each succe;ive attack of the cohorts of bureaucracys and in this attitude
of self-effecement, ardently advoeated in its sdano = official organ "Uusi
Suometar,™ it has had the guideance of three men of signal ability and fare—
reaching influence, Archbishop Johansson of Abo, and former Senators Yrjo-
Koskinen and J. Re Danielson, the latter en eminent jurist and politieal
writer, and in the earlier days one of the stanchest upholders of Russian
aggression [f2§7

The specious plea of the 01d Femnoman party has bsen that, by due
end "loyal"™ submission to the will of their monarch, the Fimnish people
would returm the Czar's good will and at the same time build a bridge
over the present chasm of misunderstanding upon which the autoerat and
his Fimnish subjects mey meet et some future day of enlighterment and
perfect & compact whereby an equal measure of justice to both Finland
and Russia shall be insured, ***

Among & people so imbued with the spirit of liberty as the Fimms,
the doctrine of blind obedience to the behests of a despot can find
acceptance no more readily than it did smong the English under Charles I.
and Jemes II,, or the Dutch under Philip of Spain, Against the granite~

bound steadfastness of the elemental Finn it is in wvain that the stom

b:}ukea and rages,

For of what is compounded the elemental Fimn? That we may comprehend

the might of his bloodless resistence, we asks "Who and what is this stemn




son of the North, to the full stature of whom the Russian autocrat, by

the very nmature of & tyrant's limitations, must ever fail to grow?®

Verply he is the child of the rocke=ribbed land that gave him birth «

tenacious of purpose as the rock—-clasping roots of his native pine:
slow in the forming of opinion as the growth of his primevel forests,
but unendingly stubborn in the maintenance of it when formedj; slow to
wrath, but, if onoe aroused, silent and implacable in the nursing of
his resentment. From his childhood at war with nature to wring from her
a scant livelihoog,hs feels that when he has learned to conguer her she
is, verily, his mother; that, mother-like, she is tender with him, eager
out of her penury to lavish upon him of her best, She sets on his brow
the triple crown of fortitude, patience and resignation, whispering to
him that, rooted in her, flesh of her flesh and bone of her bone, he
must be both tender and indomitable, unyisldingly true to her and her
ideals, and ready to defend them to his last gasp. *** @.’257

Though the present generation may not live to see 1%, the triumph of
the great liberating movement will undoubtedly be greatly hastened by the
active participation in it of the people of Finland, @issatinfhction
shown by all in Russia who are becoming permeated with the ideals of social
and politiocal regeneration/ ammed with the wisdom end mowledge garnered
during ecenturies of gradual politiocal development end its aeccompanying
moral intellectual achievement, Then will Finland once more come by her
own, and the vision of Tolstoel be fulfilled, when Russia shall achieve
her real unity through the pemceful process of being Fennlocized, instead
of through the inoredibly blind and fatuous policy of the attempted
Russification of Finland by the strong am.

And what then remains for such of Finland's sons as have taken up
their abode without the gates and watch their country's pain and peril
afar in sheltered peace? Have they no duty, too? Can they not take part

in the battle for justioce and restitution? Of a surety they did not flee
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from present opression and suffering in their native land with a desire to

evade all responsibility in the tremendous task that confronts the Fimmish
youth and menhood of today. They may say, "We must contribute of owr means
to swell the patriotic funds at home." Well and good, but does their re-
sponsibility end with this immediate material eim? Noj theirs is the fure
ther duty of spreading a fuller kmowledge of Finland, its institutions and
its people, emong the nations of the earth, so that no portion of the civile
ized world may remein in ignorance of the part which thet far Northern land,
humble and forgotten though it have /sie/lain these centuries past, has play=-
ed and continues te play in the world drema of political, social, and intel-
lectual progress. By the slow but unfailing foroe of exsmple, by word and
deed, they must show what splendid treining Finland has given her sons in
citizenshlp and eculture, and thus bring to the various lands of their adopt=
ion the wellwdefined conviction that the whole world is concerned, in a very
real and vital sense, in the final defeat, not merely of Russia's intended

annihilation of Finlend's national life and thought, but of each and every

ettempt of an inferior civilization to destroy a higher one, under whatso=-

- ever pretext or by whatsoever means such attempt be mades So shall the
time be assuredly hastened = though we live not to see it » when the triumph
of broad, enlightened internmational opinion over the narrow dictates of nate

ional prejudices shall have ceased to be a mere dresm of Utopial /128/
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PREHISTORIC FINLAND
By: Alexander F. Chamberlain

‘ In & communicetion to the "Societe d' Anthropologie

| de Bruxelles" (Bulletin Vol. XVIII 1899-1900, pp. CIX-XCVIII),

'M, V. Jacques gives a resume (based upon the Heckmen-Heikel

| archaeological mep and the accompenying explanatory text),

| of the prehistory of Finland., For Finland the historical

| period begins only with the latter part of the fourteenth
century, A.D. Its prehistory may be divided into the following

| periods or epochs:

I. Neolithic -- (Age of polished stons) The stone
implements left by the earliest inhabitants of Finlend are of
! the same general character as those of the so-called "neolithiec
' period" of Europe. M. Jacques thinks they belong "rather to the
end of the neolithic, end some of them even to the bronze age."”
| There are rocognizable in Finland two archaeological provinces,
| & southwest and eastern, divided by the river Kymmene, the
Tavastland lakes and the river Esse. The former region con-
| tains evidence of Scandinavian, the latter of Uralien influence.
! The fins of implements of this period are very unequally dis-
| tributed, and the bronze age made its appearance earlier in
i southwest Finland.

II. Bronze. The period of transition between the age
' of stone end the age of bronze would eppear to have been rather
long, end implements of stone continued to be used together with
| those of bronze imported from Scandinevian for a considerable
time after the appearsnce of the latter. Although the use of
bronze was known in Scendinevia, according to Montelius, e&s
early as 2000 B.C., it is not until 900-1000 A.D. that this
| metal is common on the shores of Lake Tadogas. The most of the
foreign bronze objects found in Finlend come from Cairns (with
evidences of incinerator) "Identical with the tumuli of Norseland
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|

‘and central Sweden,” A few objects of this period indicate

| Oriental influence, form and orneamentation suggest the Uralian
bronze age. As a whole, the bronze age is not so important

| for Finland as for Scandinavia.

III Iron--first periodes The oldest object of the

| iron age discovered up to 1899 in Finlend dates back to the

second century A.V., and it is only with fifth century that the
| use of iron becomes general in the southwesterm part of the
country, while in the east its employment was even more re-
stricted. The first "iron age" in Finland may be said to ex-
tend to the year 400 A.D. The influence of the Roman empire
made itself felt but little in Finlend--only three Roman coins
and & bronze ladle were all that had been discovered up to the
date of the map, Scandinavian influence during this epoch is marked
by meny objects found in the southwest, all of which ceme from
cairns like those of the bronze age. The pottery of this perioed
t is rude, made of poor clay end badly worked.

IV Iron--second period. During this epoch (V-=XII
centuries A.D.), the "iron age" aquires its full development.
For the fifth century the finds are still not numerous. Ex-
tensive mecropoli belonging toward the end of this period con-
tain objects in quentity which indicate continued relations of
the inhabitents of Finland with Scandinevia and Baltic Provinces.
On the other hand, ornaments snd implements occur, which testify
to comnection with the Slavonic end Finnish tribes of Russia,
and through them with the Arabic countries of Asia. Bronze objects
! found elso exemplify Scandinavien influence and that of the Baltie
| Provinces, Towaerd the end of the period fragments of woolen tissue
(from women's garments) occur. While gold abounds on the other
side of the Gulf of Bothnia, only three gold coins (Nelentinian III,
Zeno and Phocas), & few gold rings and a partially gilt necklace
of silver had been found in Finland up to the date of the mape.
The pottery is less crude than before. During all this period
of from six to seven centuries incineration continued to be
| practiced in Finlend; but, beginning with the eighth century,
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inhumation eppears in the southwest, although Christianity had
| not yet entered the country. This mode of burial extends grad-
ually until, during the last prehistoric period, the custom becomes
i almost general.

V Iron--third period. The greater pert of the necropoli
of this period are situated on the two breanches of the river by
which Leke Vuoksen empties into Lake Ladoga, end a little farther
north. There is also a necropolis of this period south of St.
Michel, and another in the government of Abo, besides accidental
deposits in various perts of the country. The influence of
Scandinavien art is still seen in the ornements, but objects
suggesting affinity with ornements and implements of the seme
epoch among the Finnish peoples of Russia are more numerous.

The brecelet seems to have dissappeared. The fibulae used by

the men were smealler than those of women. Here end there crosses,
reliquaries of Christien origin, a baptismal basin; etc., heve
been found. The women's fibulae are often ornamented by &

cross, and one even has on it the figure of a Byzantine saint.
Several strong places built on steep mountains, formed of dry
stones, with remains of walls of dwellings, etc., are assigned

to the XII-XIV centuries. Worthy of notice is also the stone

age "station" on the north shore of Leke Saanijervi in the parish
of Pihtipudas, recently described by Schvindt. Also incineration
and burial ground of Koonikanmaki in the parish of Kumo, on the
left bank of the river Kumo, for which the contents indicate a
dete from the fourth to the sixth century. Interesting, like-
wise, are the recent extensive finds of German and Anglo-Saxon
coins in various parts of Finland, of which en account has been
published by O. Alcenius. One of these discoveries of coins

wes mede in the parish of Kuusamo in the far north (66° N.).
Brief abstracts of these three papers are given by Hackmen in the
"Gentral-blatt fuer Anthropologie" (Vol. VII, 1902, pp. 189-191).
The date of the intrusion of the Finns into this area is still a
moot question. Some authorities look upon them as its earliest
inhebitents, others as late irmigrents. There has, however,
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| evidently been in Finland a slow but continuous evolution of

| culture from the oldest iron age down to the historical period
|

|

!

|

|

|

i

properly so-celled. Hence, none of the immigrations that have
teken place have been of the nature of conquests.

|
i
|
i
|
|
|
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The Settlement of Finland

"Finland was inhabited as far back as the Stone Age, of which
period considerable finds have come to light. It is interesting to note
that implements from that time are lacking fn a broad belt of coast
lend, particularly along the Culf of Bothnia. Here the land is being
constantly reclaimed from the sea by a steady elevation. During the
legt hundred years these coasts have risen from four to five feet, and
the movement seems to have been in progress since the Stone A;o. That
part of the population that lived on the coast, either on the sksrries
or at the mouths of the rivers, has been constantly compelled to shift
quarters as the sea receded, a clircumstance that has been confirmed by
the position of the finds. The oldest tyres of implementes are to be
found in the uplands, while the more recent ones cccur relatively more
frequently at the lower than at the higher levels.

The first settlement of Finland seems to have been effected
from two directions, in the Scuthwest from Uppland in Sweden and in the
Southeast from the districts round Lake Ladoga and Lake Onega. In the
southwest there lived, presumably datingfrom the Stone Age, Scandinawv-
fians (Swedes), who were probably far more numercus in Finland than they
are today. It is not known with certainty what stock it was that migrat-
ed to Finland from the Ladoga and Onega districte. As far back as the
Bronze Age, of which period, howevar, there are few finds in the country,

the west of Finland seems to have had a Scandinavian population, the sast

of non-Cermanic stock. ZEven during the earlier phases of the Irom Age
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the Scandinavian population in Finland was presumably wvery considerable.

From the beginning of the later Irom Age (700 A.D.) the Finns appear to

have been established in the coumtry. O0l4d names became Finnicized, Scan-
dinavian antiquities diminighed in numbers and disappesred. Only in cer-
tain parts, particularly on some sections of the coast and on the Aland

Islands, did an unmixed Swedish population remain."™* (P. 362) **®
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%A Survey of Finland's History
Barly History

The history of Finland is a brisfer tale than that of most

other countries; we need go no further back than about the yesar 100 A.D.

to come to the time when the first real settlement of the country was in

progress. The nationality of the people who dwelt in the country in sar-
ly prehistoric times has not been definitely established, and it is now
generally believed that, when the ancestors of the present Finns began

to arrive in the country as emigrants from the Baltic Countries, there
were at most only migratory Lapps in the area. The Baltic Pinnish peo-
ples had reached a stage of primitive asriculture already in their ori-
ginal joint home. Yet those individuals who crossed the sea to their
future homeland, went as hunters and trappers in search of the furs
which played such a large part in the commerce of the ancient world, and
for centuries, through all the changes in the world's trade centers, trade
routes and market conditions, furs were one of the chief Finnish articles
of export. Of the various methods of agriculture, the preparation of
land for crops by burning the surface growth had a better appeal, in an
extensive virgin country, than field cultivation with its preliminary
laborious clearingz work. When the forests suitable for burning were ex-

hausted in any particular locality, the settler moved elsewhere. In
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this way settlements tended, at any rafa in Bastern Finland which became
populated later and then only sparsely, to be migratory and did not be-
come definitely fixed there until the beginning of the modern era, when
the type of settlement became the isolated homestead in which several
generations or branches of a family lived together. In West Finland,
indeed, village commnities that tilled fields had been formed at a very
early period, but the men of these communities spent a large part of the

year in hunting and /37/ fishingz expeditions in the wilds remote from the

inhabited areas, In these parts private ownership-already extended to

the wilde or backwoods. Settlement spread in fho gouth from west te

east, and reached the shores of Lake Laatokka somewhere about 700 A.D.

The settled centers were separated by large uninmhabited stretches, and

in this way three tribal units gradually formed, viz., the Suomalaiset
(-inhabitants of Suomi) or Pinns, from whom the whole nation acquired

its name and who were therefore called Varsinais-Suomalaset or Finns-
Proper, the Hamalaiset (-inhabitants of Hame) and Karjalaiset (-inhabit-
ants of Carelia), whose numbers we increased by immigrante from the east.
The two former were in closer contact with each other tham with the Care=
lians living farther off in the east and were alrsady at this early date
subjected to cultural influences chiefly from the west, the Carelians

on their part being subjected to eastern influences, a circumstance
responsible for the differences evident even today in the ethnographical
phenomena in these areas. Among the /38/ former the Roman Catholigﬁé;:&ﬂ-
ally made converts, whereas the latter came under the influence of the
Greek-Orthodox Church. The differences subsequently reached such an
acute stage that warlike expeditions were made eastward to Carelia, and
vice versa. The references to these expeditions are the only source

from which we can infer the existence of a primitive politieal organi-

zation. Towards the end of the prehistoriec period the tribe constituted
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a defensive league and for that purpose maintained fortifications, 1. e.,
stone ramparts or wooden walls thrown up around a together for purposes

of attack. The Icelandic Egil's Saga relates regarding an early period,

u
the 9th century, that the Kainjans (the Finnish backwoods trappers) had

a troop of 300 men under a "king." Presumably social differentiation and
political orgamization had progressed furthest in the chief centre of
the treppers, the western part of th» Hame, an area that, thanks to the
extensive river basin of the Kokemaki, formed an organic whole for set-
tlement purposes, vossessing fertile land and good fisheries, and above
all providing unlimited opportunities for the hunting of furred animals
north of the inhabited zone. Frisian trade,which dominated commerece in
the northern countries in the 9th century and created communities which
derived their name from thé Fresian word birek or berek (a judicial area),
came into contact here, indirectly at least, with Hamean fur-production.
The famous Swedish Birka had its counterpart in the Pinnish Pirkkals,
situated in the area, where Tampere now stands. Memories of the battles
with the Germanic peoples who lived in Ostrobothnia during the period of
the Great Migrations and of the adventurous expedition to Lapland that
still continued, by working on the popular imagination, gave birth to
mighty heroic poems, the basic material of the Kalwala.

Plundering raids between the tribes merged at last inm part into
a2 larger struggle for power between stronger neighbors—-a conteat for the
ownership of Finland. Sweden and Novgorod, Roman-Catholic and Greek-
Orthodox church both tried to gain possession of the area, and on their
nart the ?gglﬁProper sought alien aid against the preasure of blood-rela-
ted trives and perhaps also Russians. Even Sweden was at that time only
a grvﬁp of provinces, within; which social organization had developed far,

but which were loosely united. Cardinal Wicolaus Albanus, of English
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birth, made a journey to Scandinavia in order to organize the new church-
es in the North, and one of the results of his travels was the induction
of an Englishman, Henrik, as bishop to the converted Finne. Bishop Hen-
rik died a martyr's death and later became the patron saint of Finlapd.
The so-called first crusade, which took place in 1155, 414 not imply eny
form of conguest, as nicturad by older historical studies, founded on
later legends [39/ and chronicles of later composition. Even in 1172 the
fortifications were in possession of the Finns, who were agzressively
disposed even to ecclesiastical authority, represented by the bishop.
Christian Finland comprised the then Finland proper and Satakunta. Its
bishop was under the jurisdiction of the asrchbishopric of Lund in Denmark.
About 1220 Thomas, slso of English birth, became bishop of Pinland; he

tried energetically to spread Christianity to Hame and succeeded to the

extent that the Pope, in order to defend the Fimnish church agasinst Rus-

slan attacks, was obliged to take the country under his direct protection
(in 1228 or 1229).%** (P 40)

Finland in loose comnection with the Kingdom of Sweden 1249
1600. (P 40)

Pinland as an intégral part of the Kingdom of Sweden 1600-
1809. (P 45)

Finland as an autonomous part of the Russian Empire 1809-1917.
(P 51)

Secession From Russia and The Coming of Independence

The idea of a completely independent Finland was nevér entirely
dormant even during the most enlightnened period of Bussian rule and it
burst into life during the time when opprescion by that country was at
its fiercest. It was then that the so-called Activists started to con-

slder ways and means of attaining secession. Upon the outbreak of the
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Great War, during the early stages of which the oppressisn measures were

tightened still further, the losses sustained by the Bussian forces as
early s the initial months paved the way for separfatist plans. The
first task of the Activists was to attempt to procure in CGermany or some
neutral country facilities for the proviaslon of military training for a
Finnish patriot force. A favourable answer was forthcoming from Germany
and as early as 1915 young men were begimning to find their way there.
The Jager batallion, as the troop trained in Cermany was called, became
a powerful factor upon the outbreak of the Finnish war of Independence
in 1918.

The revolution of 1917 and aubagquont utter confusion, which
spread to Russiesn troops garrisoned in Finland. compelled the Finnish
Government and Diet to adopt measures to gnard the country's interests.
At firet an attempt was made to negotiate with the interioe Russian
goverament but upon suppresslan?ghe lattor by the Bolshevists, that
country was left without a lawfully constituted administration and Fin-
land was forced to take = decisive step. On December 6%th, 1917, the Diet,
which had already determined to take supreme control into its hands, nro-
elaimed Finland an independent republic. By the beginning of the follow-
ing year the country's independence had been officially acknowledged by
Russia and most of the European powers.

In spite of the Russian acdmowledgement Pinland's position was
a dangerous one by reason of the numbers of indiseciplinsd Russian zoldiery
still remaining in the country. The latier had formed an slliance with
the extreme leftist elements among the Fimnish people. At the beginning
of 1918 this groun had assumed control in the Capital, but shortly after-
wards Russion soldiers and Pinnish Bed Guards were engaged by the Civie

Guards of Pohjanmaa /57/ and Carelia, unfier the leadership of General G.

pem
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Mannerheim. The ensuing War of Independence, the issue of which was
gubstantially affected by 2 Cerman military and naval expedition sent to
South Finland at the request of the Pinnish ®overnment, came to an end
in the spring of 1918 with the complete establishment of the country's

independence. By the Treaty of Tartu in 1920, under which Fussia ceded

to Finland the Petsamo area on the Arctic Coast, peace was finally se-

cured."*** (P B8)




Social Service Library A. J. Sprang
Finnish Study
March, 1940

Americans In The Making
The Natural History of The Assimilation of Immigrants

3y
William Carlson Smith, M.D.

Professor of Socioclogy, Linfield College

The Century Social Science Series
Copyrignt 1939, By D. Appleton-Century Co. Ltd.

"Repeilant Force of Ugliness. Urban ugliness and squalor revolt
some who come to our shores. To be sure, they usually are introduced to
the most undesirable sections of our cities.®”™® To an immigrant from
Finland, New York was repellant. The disorder which he observed every-
where made him homesick." [Kalle Makinen, "The Land Where 2 Man is Free

to Work," World's Work, XLI (January, 1921.) 274/ (P. 50)

"There are certain differences in the criminality of the several
immigrant groups. *** Among Finnish immigrants the rate of commitments
on account of liquor is high. These variations are due mainly to the per-
sistence of old-world habits in Ameriea.® [ef. E. H. Sutherland, Princi-

ples of Criminology, pp. 114-1156./ (P. 78)

"Heritages and American Government--What H. A. Miller calls the
“oppression psychosis® /ef. National Conference of Social Work, 1923, P.
305./ is the key to much immigrant behavior. The Finns in the homeland
were first oppressed by the Swedes and then by the Bussians, This un-
doubtedly influenced the growth of cooperatives /ef. K. Bercoviei, On New
Shores, pp. 31-32; B de S. Brunmner, op. ¢it., pp. 178-182, for the Danes./
which was a revolt against the capitalist class. Living in memories of
the old world, many Finnish immigrants became socialistic--almost vio-

lently so." (P. 2?1)
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Long, Robert Crozier, "Finland's Independence"

The Fortnightly Review - Vol, 108 = July = Dec. 1917.

"Shortly before midnight of July 18th Finland enmcted her independ-
ence, or rather passed, ostensibly as e law, a revolutionary Landtdag
resolution declaring the prerogatives of the former Haporers and Grand
Dukes to be vested in the Fimnish Nation. The historic drama, which
1 witnessed, was played = for want of a Parliament House, the building of
the former Estates of the Realm being used how only for committee meetings
= in a modest meeting=hall in the Regering Street, while in a hall under-
neath sailors of the Baltiec Fleet and their Finnish sweethearts held a
dence, The Revolution was carried through with the dignity and absence
of tempersment customary in Swedo=Finnish affairs, and an uninstructed
witness of the members filing with white voting slips past the Speaker's
desk could hardly have guessed that a little but vigorous and highly ocult-
iveted nation had staked its destiny on one throw of the dice. Yet that
is the position, The Grand Duchy's future depends ja' the ultimate on the
hazardous speculation that Russia will not recover from her troubles, and
will not sufficiently restore her material power to re-establish by force
the Constitutional status quo,

The preliminary conditions and the motives which led to the present
"Bill concerning the Realisation of the Higher Power in Finland" result

from the highly unconstitutional and oppressive treatment of Finland by

£
the i[sars Alexander III and Nicholas 1I. Until diplomatic reshui‘f)‘\ings

compelled part of Europe to condone and even to glorify the now vanished
autocracy, the whole world-= including all Russians, with the exception of

a few reactionaries and many paid agents provocabeurs ~ to Finlend's

side, That the world's judgment was just was sufficlently proved by the




Finnish policy of the rewolutionary Provisional Govermment, backed by
all articulate Russian sentiment., On March 20th, after advising with
Helsingfors, the Govermment published a manifesto restoring the Finnish
constitution,

This meant in effect the declaring null the so~called laws and
illegal administrative acts of the two reactionary Tsars. In addition,

Russie envited Finland to make representations concerning other grievan=

c‘(es which needed mending, and promised measures for the further develop=-

ment in the direction of self-govermment and democracy of Finland's fund=
amental lews, Finland was to have mot only her constitutional measure of

autonomy, but considerably more *** /847/
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FINNE IN MIBNESOTA

Translated end abstrected from bound periodiéal lponnorod

by the Peoples' Education Society (Kensanvalistus Ccura)
published in Helsenki Finlend 1884, titled "Living Quarter

and Life of the People" (Asunnot ja Kensan Elama). Written

by Ae Gt. trenslated and sbstracted by We A, Harju, pp. 8 to 16,

"ss» What was the original living quarters of the Finnish peoples

The }::.otay sa;;s, Mre, Ahlgwist and the Swedish atudenfof this question Retzius

(1)« We are borrowing here the picture of such & structure drawn by Mr,
Retgius, This kind of a lodge if we may call it such is not uncommon in
even our more advanced commmities, The.Kota can be found in the province
of Neme even by the main highways, they are common in the Horthesstern
(Koillinen) part of the country,

In the sumer time the Kota 1s usually a very rickety structure,
The crevices are often many inéheq wide between the wall staves so thaet it
is often possible to see from the outside through the walls and observe
the women doing their work around the fire in the middle over which hangs
the large kettles In the winter, however, the walls of the Kota are
covered with leaves and brancles so thet even in bad weather the cooking
in them can be done in comfort. This type of Kota would be easy to cone
struct even by a primitive and pastoral people iﬁ nearly every locality
in our cowntry where there are abundant resources of the materials, needed,
The tents of the Lapplanders and Syrjani people are only an advanced type
of the original stave end leaf covered Kota.Among the pessants,especially
in the wooded areas, they are very convenient for the people on their

fishing trips, which some times they use for weeks and monthes at a time
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even though they have for their regular home s more steble log cabine Lippo
who was the forefather of the Lapps according to legend constructed a Kota
every evening when he mede his way home with the daughter of Taploj to & home
where there was & field, a fence and a cabin as they did not wan®: to live
in e ledpe mede from branches of trees sll their life.

Thet all the Fimnish people lived at one time in these lodges we

can not say definitely, we can say that even the log cabins called (Pirtti)

are not the newest inventionss the Fimnish (pirtti) differs in meny weys .

from the lodges of other neighboring nationalities end are distinguished—

in so meny ways, that we could not say that they haeve been borrowed from
others,

The (Pirtti) of course is & much more sdvanced structure than the
Eota, Its walls aro mede of notched logss The rafters and cross boanms,
and the ridge beam support the roof and bind the walls togethers In the
corner of the dwelling there is a stove (K;uas) (2) constructed of grey
stone. This stove is constructed in such a way that it remeins warm for
a2 long time after the fire wood hes burned oute This is the Pimnnish (Pirtti).
it can elso be found among the Esthonians and eas Heikel has recently told me
the same kind of dwellings are also found even smong our distantly related
Mord¥ians. If we have yead correctly the account of Mr, Ahlgwists travels
he found dwellings like the (Pirtti) even among our most distant relatives,
the Theremiss /And what is of equal importence that he notes is that the
Theremis even called their dwelling a (port whieh is closely relsted to
Pirtti). According to this, therefore, the related Finnish tribes hed this
kind of dwelling already at the time when they yet spoke the aamﬂ.lnngunge,

before the people of this stock had seperated into the different branches
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that we have teday &n Eurcopee It is into this direction that a nmumber of
facts point today,

Here we want to give a few distinguishing festures of the Fimnnish
(Pirtti) which mekes them different from dwellings of other peoples The
entrance to a (Pirtti) is always in the end wall and when one enters it,
the stove (Kiums or Haikueuuni) (2) is always in one of the cormers of the
well near the entrance, v;ith the mouth of the (Kiuas) or stove facing the
doors These features about the (pirtti) are age old and are common in this
kind of dwelling mmong Finns, Esthonians and Mordviens. The food is cooked
in a kettle hanging over the fire which is wmlike the Russian method where
food is placed in corockery and pleced into the stove to cooks
Another feature which distinguishes the Fimmich dwelling from the

Russian is that the mouth of the stove faces the door wheress in the latféT
the mouth feces the insides of the house, This makes it possible to know
when one is in e Russien or E"in:si./ﬁh dwellinge The Secandinavian people from
whom the Finns have borrowed & lot have their own forms of dwellings.
According to Eilert Sundt, they differ from the Finnish (Pirtti) decisively.
The original dwelling of the FPimns (Pirtti) with a stove in the corner can

now bs found in some localities of Norway. These localities are in the

western paert but at no time have they had these dwellings in the eastern

part, end morecver we kuow of a time that such were not found snywhere in
Horway. The Fimmish (Pirtti) with its stove is a borrowed form of dwelle
ing in Norway and came after the Viking period during which stove heat was
unknowne

In Norway the dwellings have been different especirlly with re-

- gerd to heatinge There they heve had a low stome base in the middle
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of the floor a little closer to the door thenm to the back wall on which a
fire was kepts The smoke filled the upper part of the room und went out
through an aperture in the roof and if that did not tulkte care of the
volumo the excess smoke would floet ocutside at t}i top of the doors Vhen

: : prevazed/

this form of heating of the dwellings (meepeeduiesl in Norwey, it was cone
8 meﬁm— such & lwrury that about it even the Jearls knew nothings At this
time, already the Fimnish (Pirtti) wes already heated by the stove much
in the same manner that we de it today, JAncther difference between the
Scendinavian dwelling snd the Fimmish (Pirtti) is that the eperture in the
roof of the Norweglen dwelling when there was no fire was alse used as &
window te light the houses This was done by e cover for the nporf\cure called
(reppana) onto which was ‘drewn a transparent slciq which permitted light to
pase throughs The Norwegien dwelling did not heve sny windowss The cabin
or (Pirtti) of the Fimns is different. In eastern Finland & cover or
(reppana) for the chimney is frequently, found but it is never constructed

in such menner, nor is it ueed for a windows Only a very few dwcllings

NeAL”
#ee Sevu Pirtti) ere found and they may be more

that are celled (Hamelad
primitive in construction. The (reppana) even on them is not on the ridge
as in Norwoglen dwellings, but "close to the top" as Joukehainen in the

legend tells Valnamainen, The (r;’:;:p‘é.n‘d} and the aperture is oftem in the

end wall over the doors This is also true of the dwellings of the Esthoniens

and Mordviens. Heikel says that they were on the wall where the stode was

situated close to the roofs Contrary to the Norweglen dwelling, the ¢ld
Finnigh (Pirtti) before glass wes used for lighting wes illuminated by
openings low down on the walls placed in the same manner as the windows

on our (Seunss) steam bathhouses,
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This is & short description of the main distinbuishing fsatures
of the dwellings of three different pecples as we see theme There would
be a lot more to say and add but it would not at this time help very much
nor does the author feel competent to at this tine explain sny further,

Perhaps there will be some one to follow who will be more competent on

this subject, who will meke & more thorough explenation and in detail for the

Finnish people to reads Let us confine ourselves therefore now to the
Finnish phase of the matter. When we think sbout the original Finnish
dwelling, we can not picture it es the best houses that we have in the
modern day nor can we say thet they are comparable to our worse ones,

Even though the Fimnish people since pagen days have practieed
agriculture, that egriculture can nuf be compered to the modern, It is
comon emong &ll peasants of the modem day to ﬁave no less than three
separate building, whereas in the old deys they only had one.

The Seuna (steam bath), the treshing house (riili) and the living
house (Pirtti) are all important and nearly every peasant hes them. There
was o day when the (Pirtti) or dwelling served all the three purposess These
kind of dwellings have now disappeared in Finlend. In Esthonia, however,
they are to be a’éund. There they have houses in which under one roof the

people live, take their stesm beth and dry their crops in preparation for
threshing. ‘

The remmants of the original one house for all of these three
purposes is yet today e characteristic of the Fimnish dwelling, of which
we will sreak of later. Let us here observe the development of the (Pirtti).

The Pirtti has developed with the people themselves and when we find one

now, we cen sey, that originelly here stood & (Savu Pirtti with the flueless
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stove) and that wes the model according to which the modern building wes
made, We have elready deseribed the distinguishing characteristics of
the Fimnish (Pirtti). The entrance and deor to the (Pirtti) with the
Finne like with other natlonalities is always in the end wall, & little
one sides In the farther cormer near the door stocd the stove or

feuas) (3)s The stove 1s & combinstion of & heater and cook stove,

he wood is burned and the fire hes already gone out, the heavy stone
structure remains warm and radistes heat all around, On top of the gtove
there are small rocks which retein the heat for a long time. So by throwe

; water on the hot réc,r}cs hot vapor ean be ereated which is done when

(I"T.r{;ti) i8 used for & steam bath, Por baking thfs. same atc\{e is used.
Among the BEsthonians who yet to this day use their dwellings for living,
bathing end drying of their ecrops have mnother plece on the top of their
stove where the bresd is baked, Their stove is constructed in such & manner
that the other cooking is done on a separate part, Its censtruetion is such
that when f:()okiil;_; is done in the iron kettle the fire is not made in the
stove itself, but outside of the mouth over which hangs on a bar the kettle,

-
1

is of'ten seen stirring the porridpes
L]
In later years the stove or (Kéuas) has been improved greetly, so

where the woman of the house

that 1t better serves the purposes for which it is usdd, The first picture
here is & flueless stove from Bavo (Savoleinen haiku wmi) (2). It is
the kind of which we have spoken before with a few irprovementss This

stove in Savo and Karelia is in most instances built on a log foundation,

The foundetion is econstructed in such s manner that the top logs extend
P £

farther than the mouth of the stove on which is a hearth plate called
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ions in their construvetiori. These of construction becams varied.
tures of two type 4 and & The Tirst one is a stove
where the oven and the ecooking pert are separated (4)s This stove is far
edvanced frem the formerly described one from (Kerkola)s The other picture
is o combination or between a (%4 nd Kakluuni) from
Both of these indicate the develepment of the Fimmish stove
begin to take different shapes end characteristios, just
other things in buildings, end in the lives of the
At a lster date te the stove or (Kiums) hus been sdded the (Hella).

9

Thie helped a great deal in the preperation of food end also made it possible
Lv

to save in fuels DBut it also haé its drawbacks, for when the dampers are

retains the heat, but with it remains the swell of cooking as well
a8 a lot of moisture which before escaped out of the cabin through the
(rappana) or open flues By the use of the (lella) owing to the molstur
end smell arising from it some discomfort wes added to the people whe live in

the house end the moisture also tends to decompose the walle., For this reason

me, meny people are bullding thelr kitchens a;cpum@ from
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"THE REIGN OF TERROR IN FINLAND"
By John Jackol, Chicago, Ill.

"tpussia is the rock against which the sigh for free-
dom breaks' said Kossuth, the statesman and patriot of Hungarye
Although 50 years have passed, and sigh after sigh has broken
against it, the rock still stands like a colossal monument of
bygone ages, * ¥ * "

The words and the many kind acts of Alexander I. re=-
ceived very favorable comment, and eroused & national enthusiasm
which found expression in poetry and song. The words of Arvidson,
a young university student echo the national sentiment, 'Swedes
we are no longers Russians we cemnot become; therefore, let us
be Finns,?

* % * * , Famine and pestilence, the ineviteble con-
comitants of war, raged throughout the land. The death lists for
the years 1808 and 1809 show 105,260 deaths out of a population
of 900,000, Scarce anything was done to alleviate the distress
of the overtaxed and overburdened peasant, But with their
charscteristic vigor, now that peace was assured, the men of
Finland begen to cultivate their lande They tbuilt then cities
on bleak, barren crags,?! says their historien; *ecut canals
through the solid rock with an indomitable perseverance that re-
minds one of the efforts of the ancient Egyptians; they dried
lakes and reclaimed morasses, tramnsforming them in a few days into
fertile pastures; they carried the rich soil of agricultural
oases scores of miles to egricultursl deserts, and created shady
groves and smiling gardens where nature had left nothing but
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brown, bare rock; they set their water-courses to turn mills,
erected manufactories in pine forests, and opened up trade with
the commericel centers of the world.!

* % * * appointment of General Arsenii Zokrewski in
1823 to succeed the lenient and humane Count Steinhiel as
governor-general, an overwhelming obstacle was thrown in the
way of further development,

* * * The long reign of Nicholas I. was a periocd of
reaction throughout the empire. In Finland a strict censorship
was esteblished, and, for some time, all but religious publica-
tions were forbidden. Such men as Professor Arvidson and the
femous explorer, A, E, Nordenskiold, were expelled from the
university and exiled from their native land. * * * The suppres-
sion of news created an eager desire for learnming. * * * forbid-
den fruit was devoured with greater relish, and passed from hand
to hand as a precious boon. The education of the masses was en-
couraged and urged es the best method of counteracting the reac-
tionary policy of the govemment. A systematic collection of
folklore was begun,and bore rich fruit. The researches of Dr.
Elies Lonnrot among the poetry-loving peasantry of Karjdla result-
ed, in 1849, in the publication of the Kalewvala = a collection of
national poems so systematically arranged by Dre Lomnret as to
form a complete epic. It wes soon tramnslated into Swedish,
French, German, and, more latterly, into English. A general cry
of admiration went up from literary Europe. Like the discovery
of the ruins of Heliopolus, it spoke of the grandeur of the origi-
nal structure. All critics were unanimous in pmising this and
its Tgrand cosmogonic conception,' as Prince Kropotkin spoke of
it, as tinspired with so pure an ideal (the word, & sung word,
dominating throughout the poem over brutel force), so deeply
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penetrated with the best human feelings, so beautiful in its
simplicity.?

To the Finns it was a revelation. It was soon read,
re-read, and absorbed in every home., In the Kalewvala everything
that was beautiful and emmobling in the national character was
reflected as in & mirror, and the longer the nation paused to
admire it the more enchanting the reflection appearsd. The
hearts of the people began to pulsate in rhythmic harmony with
its poetic cadence, and minds to mold themselves after the
national ideals. Artists took their models, poets and novelists
their characters from the national epics there was no province
of human intelligence and action that was not refreshed and
fertilized by its unlversal study. * * * *
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Finlend - - The Republic Farthest North.
By Eugene Ven Cleef, Ph.D,
Prof. of Geography, Chio State Univ,

" % x %x In 1898 the Czar, badly advised, named the short=
gighted and autocratic Bobrikoff to serve as Governor-General of
Finland, and thus marked the beginning of a long struggle which
culminated in Fimnish independence in 1917,

Bobrikoff called a special session of the Diet at once
to anmounce e revision of the military laws of Finland which would
eliminate the Finnish army end require the Finns to serve in the
Russian army. A protest against the pronuncismento with petitions
signed by 592,931 persons was dispatched to Fetrograd, but without
avail; delegation conveying the petition was refused an audience
with the Czar. * * * Feeling ran high against Bobrikoff's reign
of terror, and reached a climax when he was assassinated by a
Finnish patriot, Eugene Schauman, on the Senate steps in Helsinki,
June 16, 1904, This led to & national strike in 1905, and an atti-
tude of passive resistance against further Russian oppression.
The policy proved successful, leading to a complete reorganization
of the Diet in 1906, the establishment of universal suffrage, the
adoption of the secret bellot, direct wvote for representatives in
the Diet, and a one~chamber Diet, * * * % "
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"Torppari® called Crofter in English history.

*Torppe or Malitupa" Crefter's Cottege.

"Pustelli" govermment owned farms,

"Rusthollari® holder of an estete under obligation
to furnish and equip Cavalrymen,

I " s 3 T
"Satori" lLand estate pranted to & Nobelman and exe
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Material translated from "Ameriken
Suomalaisten Historis ja Elfmfver-
$0ja," Volume 2, by 54 Ilmonen,
Published in Finland in 1923,

The fellowing is a © lation of the chapter, "mhjois-
Ruotsin Suomalaiset” |"The Fimns of Northern Sweden'],

beginning on page 16 and sontimuing to page 18,
®THE FINNS OF NORTHERN SWEDEN™

®In the provinece [m Swedish, “1:::'] of Norrbottem, Sweden, along the Tornie,
Muonio and Kaimu Rivers, there have lived Finnish people from time immemoriel,
In the earliest histories they are ealled Kainulaiset [tho Swedes call them anr].
The region which is bordered by the Tornio River and the bight of the Gulf eof
Bothnia as far a8 Lulea[in Swedes|was salled Kaimiland in the olden dayse The
neme Kainulaiset diseppears from histories and records in the Middle Ages, and
tio people living in the seme region ere begun o be called Pims[in Fimnten,
‘auomlaiaot"]. But &3 & survival of these earlier designations there remains
Kalm Rivers also some places, sush as the parishes of Alakeinu and Ylakaimu on
the Swedish side as well as the village of Kainu on the Fimnish side.

"In the thirteenth century the Pirkimlaiset are mentioned as imposing lovies
on, and as Yrading with, the Lappes To the extent that the lLapps wemt farther
north, se, too, to that extent did the Pirkkalaiset settle down in the territory
formerly inhabited by the Lappse It im probable that the sparsely-settlod Kaimue
laiset in western Bothnia have become assimilated with the Pirkimlaiset and have
formed the present population on the Tornio River. But es to where the Eainulaie
set and Pirkkalaiset are from, that has not as yot been definitely determined,
for the researches thus far have resulted in diverging viewpoints, Probably the
Eaimulaiset are from Russian Farelia[in Fimmish, Kerjala], from the shores of the

White Bu[in Finnish, Yitmmar:l]. The Pirkimlsiset, on the other hand, beleng to
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the Tavastian peoples[in Fimish, ninlifiset]s Doctors 0jensum, Airile and Virkenen

have, through comparative philology and other facts, established that the presext
Fimnish population of the Tornle River[region|is from Sstalunba, mainly from along
the Yokemlii River and from around Rewm[in soutlwestern Finland|s This fact is
also substantiated by the menbioning, in the history of the Middle Ages, of the
men of Setaloumba and Hine[Tavastland|making trips to the vieinity of tis lapps

for trading and levying purposes, sspeocially in the thirbeemth and fourteenth cene
turies,

"The combiguous Finnish inhabited region in northern Swedem is along the
wostern side of the Tornio River, about 30 miles in widih, broadening considerably
in the north, while settlement bhesomos sparsers As true Fimmish localities on the
Swedish side of the Tormio River, the following places may be pointed oub, going
froa south bo norths Alatorulo, Hesparauts [Haparanda], Nasttajlrvd, Lepinjlret,
Farunki, Hietaniewd, Alkkula, Matarenki, Ylitormio, PRuttdsf, Xasumidi (1), Eaartie
nen, Fells and Pajalay from there, nortlmard along the Muonie River: Kihlanki,
Kirlnt8 slrvi, Muonienaluste, Katrasuvanto, Paittajirvi and Kaaresuvento, Along the
Xalmu River the Fimmish population 1z very sparse, but our countrymen do live te
some extemt inm the parishes of Alakaim and Y1flkaimu, in Forpilompola, TArants,
Vittanii snd in the mining region of JEllivaara [on maps this is usually written,
as more of a Swedish form, Ghnnn%. Also elong the upper courss of the Tornie
River, in Swedish lapland, there live Fims to soms extemt in the vieinity eof
Julknsjirvl, im Wibbinikd, Kiiruns, Salui and Eabbovuomae[Almost all ef the sboves
mentioned place names are Pimnish, with some probably Lappish, but on most nom=
Finnish maps the spelling would vary to souo degree in practically every uu.]

"In the statistical publisations of Swodem the mmber of Fimms living in
northern Sweden in 1860 was recorded as beimg 15,739, in 1879, 14,015, in 1880,
16,610 and in 1900, 21,949, At the presemt time, in the 1920%s, the Pimns living
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on the Swedish side of the Tornio River are estimated at 30,000¢ The parishes
having the most Fimms ares Pajals, Ylitornio, RKarumld, labaremkdi, Alatormio,
Hiebeniomi, Haaparenba [Hsparands|, Judmsjirvi, Jollivaara[soo above|and Korpie
lompola, The Fimms have increased very slowly alemg the upper course of the Tornle
River, the biggest reason for that having beom thoe migration of our sountrymen te
Norwsy and, espocially inm tho 1870's ami 1880%s, to Americas

“The Flms living on both sides of the Tornie River have strong rseiprocal
relations with each othor, although, of course, that is hampored by the boundary
1line of the counbries, the Tornie Rivers Formerly, the inhabitants living on the
Fimish side were able to visit on the Swedish side and vice versa, but now they
encounteyr greater obstacles om the part of the customehouse officers and border
guardse On the Flunish side of the Tornio River there are places with the same
nane a8 on the Swedish sides The most fmportant parishos and plases om the Fimme
ish side of the Tornie River are, from south to morth, as fellowsg Tornio, Voiw
jakimle, Karunkd, Reimmlyls, Vibikm, Ylitornio, Alddmls, Asvesaksa, Turtols,
Pello, Kolari, Kihlanki, Muomiomuiskns, Pursnem and, & little farther out, Enone
tekia, in Pimnish Laplend,

*A considerable mmber of Ternie River Fimms have, inm the course of cemturies,
migrated to Norway, to fish on the shores of Ruija[this corresponds to that perk of
exbrems mrthom‘mrw usually marked as Pinmmarkem on the mapsg it is Norweglan
Laplend|or work in the mines along the Albens Fjorde The earliest Fimns moving
into Norway, in the sixteemth and seventeemth cemburies, have there become wholly
Norweglanized, but later omes migrating there, especially those in the middle and
lattor part of the last ocenbury, have been able to retain their language amd
their mationality, Fimns in greater mmbers migrated to Norway im the 1850's and
1840%s, when the copper mines of Altems, mm[mauﬂm Rvemaung wore
homing with actbivity and they required men who were im good health and possessed
of enduranse, and as sush owr eountrymen were knowne Also during the sovere famine
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years, bobween 1866 and 1868, people {rem the far northern part E)f Fiﬂlmd]ﬂock to
the shores of Rulje for fishing. The American fever in the 1670's was also a fagtor
in the movement of Finns to Norway, from where, when the gpportunity prosented it
self, they conbinued en their way Go the promised land im the Wesh,”




Material transliated from “Amerikean
Suormalaisten Historis ja Elfmikere
toje," Volume 2, by S, Ilmonen,
Published in Finland in 19238,
The following is a translation of the chapter, “"Ruotsin

Norjan Suomalaiset Siirtolaisuutemms Tiemraiveajina®
The Sweden and Norway Fimms Pioncers of Our hi;ntion’},

on page lie
"THE SWEDEN AND NORWAY FINNS PIONEERS OF OUR EMIGRATION®

"Although & considerable group of Fimnish seamen, under the influence of the
California gold fever, remeiued in America as early as the middle of the last cen-
tury, they cammot, however, be considered as actual immigrents. Neither cam those
seamen who, afraid of becoming prisomers of the Emglich during the Crimesan Wer,
in 1866, remained in the United States, Nor can those sallors be classified as
immigrants who, in the begimming of the war for the emmneipation of the slaves,
in 1861, end during its combimuence, enlisted in the United Stabes Nevy snd,
with the return of peace, om being discharged from militery service, remained
permenently in this country, Those have to be considered as actual immigrants
who travel to a mew country, for either a& shorter or & longer period, with the
express purpose of obtaining work, entering business or taking up other positions
and eallingse

"The migration of Finns to America does not really begin until the middle of
the 1860's, with the stream of Norwegian immigration, Of these kinsfolk who earlier
migrated to Americs, & part 1s native of the Tomlo[khis is the Finnish form; the

Swedish is Torno&]Riwr in Sweden, some are from Norway, and & part from the most

northern parishes of Finland, Imasmuch as our earliest emigration brings us inte
ocontact with the Fimns of Sweden end Norway, it is necessary to cast & brief glance

at some of the circumstances surrounding these kinsfolk living outside the borders
of M"




leberial trensleted from “Amerikan
Suomalaisben Historie ja Elfmikertoje,®
Volume 2, by S, Ilmonen, Published in
Finland in 1923,
The excerpts have been translated from the
chapter, "Yleiskstsaus imerikan Siirtelaisuuteen XIX
Tuosisadalle® ["A of American Immigrabion in

the Nineteenth Cenbury®], begimning on page © end
conbimuing to page 14,

"A SURVEY OF AMBRIGAN IMMIGRATION IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY™
"Por exsmple, the immigretion statisties for 1878 indieate 437,004 persoms

aerriving in the United Stabes, of whom 133,141 were Germans, 75,848 Irish,
66,600 Bnglish, 18,008 Scoteh, 20,000 Swodes, between 10,000 and 20,000 Forwee

glans, end a couple of thousand Fimms, ete,”

"The immigration steatistics for the years betweem 1892 and 1920 indicate
that during this period there arrived in this eountry 16,611,000 persons, whe,
asoording bo nationality, are distributed as follows:

Germans 4,748,440
Irish 3,592,247
English 2,684,966
Swedes and Norweglans 1,082,188
Austro-Hungarians 586,666

526,749

467,500
French $70,687
Scotoh 347,900
Denes 163,769
Fims (estimated) 100,000
The remainder other nationslities.”
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®THE FINNS OF NORTHERN SWEDEN"

"In the latter half of the last century a powerful religious movement took
hold of the 'rom River Fimns, stamping upon them a far-reaching and deeply
religious mark, This spiritusl ewakening began in lapland, where, as bearer of
the Lord's toreh, lLars Levi laestadius preached repentance from sin, drink, un-
chastity, thievery and the finery of the world, From the year 1829 %o the year
1849 Laestadius had influence mainly smong the Lapps in[the region of] Knaresu-
vento, moving in the lastementioned year to becoms the parson st Pajala, From
here his influence actually extenmded among the Fimmns, especially to the Tornio
River, where he was now able to exert it for over a decads, dying in 1861, His
teachings were developed and spread by his mmerous followsrs, of whom the most
conspicuous was Johan Reattemas, Within o few decades 'Lestadiolaisuus! B&ntun-
unim]lprud over extensive Lapland, all over among the Fimms liviug on the Toranio
River, to the parishes of the extreme mrth[of rin.lmn]md even farther south, to
several different localities in Finland, also to the shores of Ruije in Norway and,
through emigrants, to America, This movement of religious revivalism brought aboub
strong reciprocal relations between the Tormio River and Norway Fimns and has there
by considersbly influenced the migrabion of Piuns to Amerioa by way of Norwaye|This
is the denomination lmown as the Apostolie Lutheran Ghm'dlo]

"There is a lack of roads, to say nmothing of railroads, from the Tornio River
to Norway us well as from the extrems north[of Pinlend|to the shoves of Ruijas
Along peths, over barrem arctie mountains, they traveled by foot in summer and
with reindser in winter, Two routes were used to reach Norway from the Tormie
River, They first traveled by relay[using horses|to the chureh st Ksaresuvanto,
thence with reindeer over the arctie hills to the church at Kautokeino and omward
along the chamel of the Alten River o the church st Nasvuons[Taafjord]and the eity
of Hammerfest. Thd other route was to Muonionmisks, whither ome could ge with horses,
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thenee on slie or with reindeer to the church at Enombelds and ommrd, over the
barren aretic hills, to Kautokeino, Altems and the shores of the Arctis Ocean,
The distance over the mountains is considerably longer the latter way, Those
Pians who sought $o reach Vesissari [Vadss; Honuy]trcm the Tornio River huad to
mele & still lenger trip over the arctic hillsy by way of Kolari ané Kittill te

Inari, thence along the charme]l of the Pasts [PaMk]mﬂr e Varanger Fjord and

sacross the bay to Vesisaaries The Fimmeg of the far north traveled to Norwey mostly
by way of either Roveniemi or Xemijirvi o Sodanlkyld, thence to Lake Imari end so
on along the Pasvik River to the Ruija shorese®

(This concludes the chapter)




Material traunslated from "Ameriken

Suomaleisben Historia ja Elfmiker-

toja," Volume 2, by S Ilmonen,

Published in Finland in 1923,
The following is, with the exception of the last two
el R
on pagze 19 and oconbimuing to and including page 24

*THE NORWAY FINNS"

*On the shores of Ruijs[Fimmarken; Norwegien laplend), in Norway, the Fimns
live in twe geographically separsted groupss some in the musb[oounty]ef Zromss,
around Altens Fjord; some in Finmmarken, on the Versnger peninsula, The most ime
porbant Fimnish centers in the more western settlement, the amt of rromg, ares
Aleattio, Knsvuons[Rasfjord|, Tslmmlahti and Elveblckems they slse live in Heme

merfost, st the Evamnenge [Evemsung or Evoemsng|uine, the church hamlet of Rais
[Rateto or, probably, Raises], and in TramsS, eto, The most important settlement
center of the Ruija Fimms living farther east is the oity of Vesisaari (wm%)
['Ttdn;]m the Varanger peninsuls; and near by Vuoreija (l_cd.rz)['fards], Ukuniemi,
the hemlet of southern Varanger with a chureh, Vuoremaje, and scattered sumer

fishing places on the Petsamo and Russian shores,

"The chief means of livelihood of the Fimns living on Norwegian shores is
fishing in the Arotic Ocean as well as whaling, Fishing begins early in the
spring and continues until late autwm, ylelding the best results in the latter
part of the summer, There is some fishing evem in winter, In addition te nets
and seines, there is also used as & fishing device the so-called *trawl,® a
fishing line which is hundreds of feet long and to which is fastened hooks by
the thousands, that 1s dropped into the depths of the Arctic Ocean, Seining is

Page practiced in the shallower places, on the shores of bays and islands, and trewle
20
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ing in the open, deeper wabers. In the harbors of the fishing towns of rrmsa,
Hammorfest, Vesissari, etc., there is rather lively activity during the swmerss
fishing boats swarm like wild ducks on the bay, seme trying to reach the open
waber, others returning home with their catoh, English, Norwegisn end Russian
ships ocruise in the harbors and fjords, bringing colonial goeds, grain and other
necessities, and loading their holds with the yleld eof the Arctie Ocean, fish,
whale oil, etes

*Probably as early as the twelfth cembury Fimns migrated to Norwsy, particue
larly from the land of the Kaimu or Tornie River[region]s This is supported, for
the most part, by the fact that the Norwegians eall the Fimns Emimlaiset (Evaener)
[or Evoemsr]s Be it herein slse ineldemtally memtioned that Lapps are called Fims
(Fimmares) in Norway, for which reason Norwegian Lapland bears the name Finmmark
[Pimmarion o Foreign historians and marrators of travels visiting in Norwey correct
this misleading termminology in regards to Fimms and Lapps by having the reindser men
[1appe]retain their name, Lapps, whish is lmown throughout the world, but, om the
other hand, interchangeably salling the Fimns semstimes Kaimulaiset, semebimes Fimns,
at times both, as, for emample, the American historian Dre Fre Vincet and the moted
traveler Du Chailu, obe. :

"During the turbulext yéars of war and oppression, particularly the time of the
Great Northern War|Russis, Poland and Demmark agsinst Swedem, 170017213 smong
Pims, this perfod s called "iso vihe® (“the grest hatred”)/and the Russe-Syedish
'nr['lged in the years 1741=1743; this period is oftem salled by the Fims "pilim
vihe® (the 1ittle m:-.a*)], nany & men of Finlend sought refuge, with his family,
on Norway's fisheabounding shores or in the recesses of her fjordse Alse freguently
recurring years of erop fallure in northemn Finland have had the effect of settling
our fellow-countrymen permenently in Rulja, im order to obtain a livelihood by the
quite relisble even if trying snd hasardous fishing, Inssmuch as this writer can
deduce, efter spesking with many hundreds of Norway Fimns, & very strong movemeub =
from the Tornio River[region|to Altens Pjord seems to have been prevelemt in
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the 1830%s and 1840's, It was principslly om?aa by the good wages at the Altens,
Kasvoono and Kvemaung eopper mines, The Fimms seem o have had good chances %o geb
work, The Lestadiolainen(lLesstadian]revival movement in about 1860 alse brought
about lively reciprocal relations between the Norway Fimns and our sounbrymen live
ing on the Tornie River, and many from the latter region moved at that time to fish
on the Ruija shores, The great famine years of 1868 and 1867, as has been menbioned
before, also caused the migration of our kinsfolk to Norwaye

"It has, from the earliest times, beem the custom of the Fimms of northera

valley
Finland as well as those of the Tornio RiverAbe go fishing on the shores of the

Arotie Ocean in swmer and so obtain additional sustemance to that meager year's
orop which @ soil sensitive to frost ylelded theme In greatest mubers fo make
the trip for fishing at Vesisaari, Varanger Fjord and the Russien shores were
naturally those from the mest northerly parishes of Oulunlini [province of Oulu]e
The jourmeying %o Ruijs seems to have been at its liveliest in the latber half of
the nineteenth cenbury, in the 1850's and 1860*se Then the whole Lapland and oxw
treme morth[of Finland], all the wey to Oulu, was on the move boward the Arctic
Oceany Fimnish fishermen by the thousand were found ab Vesisaari end other places
on the shores of the Arctie Ocean, In the spring they set out over the barren
aretic hills with reindoery in the fall they returned with their catche The larg-
est portion of the fish hed been sold or exshanged for such necessaries as could
be brought over the arctic hills, Young mem, however, always remained permmnently
in Norway and even many family men finally made their home there, whemce theoy
later continued their way te America, Even as late as the 1870's jJourneying te
Ruije 1ig om im full swing, In his memoirs for the year 1878, Erwast, whe carried
on studies of the Arctic Ocean Fimms, ascertains that in that year there were
Esho foll.m]ﬂmhh fishers on the Arcbie Oceans 300 from Kibtild, 250 frem
Sodankyls, 150 from Imari, 68 from Kemijirvi, 5O frem Utsjokd and & considerable
mmber from Rovaniemi, Tervols, Kmsamo and even from the Tornie Rinr[rogion].




1z,

“ITHE NORWAY FInms®

This writer has spokea with Fims from Oulu's [Uleaborg]neighboring parishes, Muhos,
Siikajoli, Kalajolki and even from Kilvid, who have been fishing in Norwsy before
their migretion to Ameriea,

®Stabisties about the mumber of Norway Fimms are available from the year 1869,
when their mmber, sccording to the census, was 18,000 If to the mumber are added
the Finns born in Norway, the figure, possibly, inocreases to at least 30,000, In
the 1870's the Finns decreased in Norways; this was caused by the migration of our
fellowmoountrymen $o Americse During this decade the greatest mmber of them emi-
grated to the El Dorado of the West[Aneriea]s In 1872 the mmber of Fimms in Norwsy
was recorded ms 15,0005 in 1876, only 11,609, During the following decadse, whem
emigration from Vesisaari and other Fimmish places of residence in Norway still is
&t a fair pace, the mmber of our fellow-countrymen decreases considerably, se
that in 1891 there are only 9,378, The mmber of Fimms is at its smallest in 1900,
7,176, During the last two decades a smaller mmber of Fimme has come from Norway
%o Anerica, and for that reasen the mmber of ocur countrymem there has inereased
to soms extent, being 12,200 in 1920, As regards Fimns, the most populous place
is Vesissari, where about 1870 there lived 2,000 of our fellow-countrymen, engd
even yob, although the number of Fimns has decreased, the figure rises %o over a
thousand, comprising about a half of the eity's population, Another populous Fimme
ish settlement is Alaattio, where there are over a thousand of our counbtrymeng and
Elvebicken as wells In the parishes of Haavuone and Talmulshti, in Reisio and Jyy-
h'n'., and in the cities of Tromse and Hammerfest there lives alse & good=siged

mmber of Finns, On the shores of Veranger lountain [:thu should probably be Varange

er Fjord rather then Varanger Mountaing the word "mountain®™ is wvuori and the word
"fjord" is wvuono, so that & misprint is possible|one comes across smaller groups
of Firms in Wu-ds. Wuorejama, otce, &8 well as on the Russian coast and in Petsamee

"When the Finns settled down along the Altens River and the shores of Kaawuono,
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they began, in addition Go fishing, te t1ll the soil, slearing for cultivation all
such places which were by any chauce suitable for i1t and which could be cultivated,
Barley, cals, rye, potatoes and other root plants they ralsed with success and bo=
sides that earried on the raising of sattles If we take into oconsideration the
distant position of the Arctie ocoast, which 1s much farther morth than the Yukon
River region in Alaska, thea to the Fimns goes the distinotion of making & living
by agrieulture farther north then by any other nationality in the world, In Elve-
backen and Aleat®io there lives Fimnish agriculbural folk, who make a fair living,
in the world's most northern sgricultural region, Likewise, ome finds Fimnish sete
tlors on the shores of Varanger Fjord, clearing for cultivation those mortherly
regions in which no other mationmality dares to attempt to make its living frem
the soil and its somewhat meager produce.®

(The last twe paragraphs, pages 23-24, touching upon
culbural and religious phases of the Fimns im

%o the United States, have not been included in

the
Norwey, but having no bearing on the ones migrating
this translation,)




Msterial translsted from "Amerilen
Suomalaisten Nistoris jo Elfmikerw
toja,* Volume £, by 8¢ Ilmonens
Published in Finland in 1828,

The following is & traunslation of the chepber, "Siirte-
laisuus Alkse Suomesta® ["Emigration Begins from Finlend"|,
beginning on page 28 and combimuing to page 3le

PENIGRATION BBGINS FROM FINLAND®

"Along with the Norwsy Fimms there hed, as early as the last years of the deo
ade 18560-1870, migrated te Amories people from the Tormio River[region|and even
from the exbreme narth[of Finland], so that no definite line oen bo dream ss %o
when emigration from Finland feally begane lioreover, some Finnish emigrants already
in this decads went to Americs by wey of Sweden and Emgland, as Adelf Leinonen from
Palbemo, J. Lahe from Hemijirvi, Kalle Kybomiki from Nestill, obes Ewigrants began
to eoms by way of Vease in 1868, Aksel 8j0berg with his family, ebee Bub sctually
emigration from Finland may be recorded as starting not until about 1870,

"The English steamship compemy, the Allan Line, carried on an extensive emie
gration business, being in the 1870%¢ the leading ome in this fields It had offices
in the more jmportant end larger seaperts of Sweden and Norway. in office like that
was openmed in the eity of Fmaperavbe[Heparends; Swoden|in 1671¢ This grestly faeili-
tated the migretion to Americe of Fimms living on the Tormic River and in the exw
troms north[of Finland] Some Pinnish steemship companies alse sequired for thems
selves, ebout this time, the agency of either the Allen Line or the ether big
Buglish company, the Anidour[Anchor|Line, and begen %o sell to the emigrents il
ots to Englend et least, whence they could buy their tickets %o Americae Hemse,
no longer need those going from Finlend to America pass over the barrea arctis
hills %o Norwey, bub could emberk et Salmi, the port of Tormie, &b uuu[mmorg].
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st Kokiole on maps frequemtly indicsted s Gemle Karlebyw—-Swedish, mesning "old
oity*|or &t Vaasae The main stresm of Pimmish euigretion te Ameriea begins o
nove after this through Sweden and Enzland, For some years, however, partly bo=
sauge of relatives and friends living in Norway, emigrants frem the Tormis River
[z-egm], Kuseno, KemijBrri, Sodenkylf end Imari journeyed to imerica by way of
Yorweye Thus, in 1878, for instemce, en emigrant group comprised of 30 persons
from Xerdjlrvi went by relay[using horses|te Sodankylf, themce with veindeer over
the aretie hills to Inari and along the ehamel of the Paate[Pasvik|River to the
Ruije shores and from there to America, The following belonging to this group can
be recorded: Simon and Esalss Kosbame, Mabti Matbila, Milde Histals, Adam Kurtii,
0111 Jankkols, Sakari Krelm, Mabtd Sippels end 0111 Niemi,

"In 1971 emigration from the Tornio River|region|end the morthern parishes
o mmﬂm[mmoo of mn]m quite marked, Alsc frem the central end southe
orn part of Pash Bothnn[ths former territory of Bothmia comprised the northern
parts of Swedem and Finland, thet in Sweden being West Botimia and in Pinland Bash

Bothnis]people sommensed o migrabe to America at that time, From wivid [in the

provinee of Yuu]thore leave the pioneers of said parishy Jenme snd Frans Penttild,
Jeske Riippe, Johan Lakse, Joseph Porkols, Evkki Mewmls, Johan Mewnumili, Leander
Kippo, Anbti Huhtakete, Ludvik Tuomaale and Johan Koskie A group such as this going
to Amerios ab thet time attrmoted attemtion, whioh is st11l remembered, From other
parishes of the cemtral part of East Bothnia several left for Amdriea that year:
Johan Plippe and Metti Makkomen frem Piippela, Jakob Ojsmperd from Lohbtaje, Sakari
Tormilé frem Silkajoki, Hemrik Laakss from Hailuote, Jakob LOffman from Kaustinenm,
Antti Ruubti from Pulkkile, Henrik Pirill end Hemrik Mikelf from Siikajoki, eboe

"Actual emigration frem the southern part of East Bothnie began in 1871, pare
ticularly as it concerns ﬂxm'[pcrhnpa this distinction is made beceuse of the
mmerous Piulesd Swedes in this particular part of Finlend|e The enthusissn te
migrate to Amorics was kindled in[the parish of | TeokyrS by & men named Milke
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Saspeli, whe, sailing as & seaman, hed drifted te Californis, worked there in gold
mines end returned, as o wman welletoeds, o his birthplaee about 1865, He had 2
rather large lesther poush filled with gold dust, which he diasplayed for his pleasw
ures People began fo call him a 'gold poushe?! After buying & farm at Mustaseari,
and having built an exsellernt farmhouse, hisz funds ran oub and so he agein left for
Amerioca, with Aksel SjBberg and a soupls of other mem, in 1868, Aksel SjSberg sebe
tled with his family ot Tiltusville [ntumne]. Paes from where he wrote to his
friends living in IsekyrS, Juhe Helstem and Anbti Hegblom, urging them, tos, to
come $¢ America, where he guarantees them work on the reilroad, In 1871 there

41d loave the first emigrent group from[the parishes of|Tsokyrd and Tlistares
Antti Hegblom, Herman Perttilf, Johm K, Helsten, Matti Suomu, Isracl Xallle,
Matti Hedman, ¥alle Kotka and Jakob Knskie From Vaase they wenk to Swoden, thonoe
to Inglend and combinued on, by way of New York, te Titusville, Puy Finns migrote
ed to America se mmerously that swmer, thet it ettracted atitention, Two times a
Finnish group mmbering about & hundred ig membiomed as boarding a ship abt Livere
pool[mland]. These were mostly from northern Finlend, whe es a group endeavored
%o reech the eopper isl.md[niohisa.n sopper rogion]. On ships of the Great Lakes,
on which they were reaching their destimation, the mmerousmess of the Fimms in
Anerica was noticed, In & large Chlocege daily newspaper, & little before the burn=
ing of the eity, there was an account, with a large headline, of Fimns (Russian
Finns), who also have begun to migrate to Ameriocae

"Emigretion remained very marked im 1872 alse, and Fimns more and more numerw
ously arrive in the El Dorado of the West [Amrs.u]. Te the copper islnnd[mohignn

sopper rnsionj, it is True, our countrymen still come more mmerously, bub the

emigration stream does branch %o other placess some went to Mimmesota, some be
Ohic and Pemmsylvaniay some remain on the shores of the Atlantie, Bostom, and
from there scatter to lumbering and quarrying in the neighboring region, Some
directed their journey all the way to the extreme west, The good times prevailing
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in Americs acsured work and earnings to the new comers, for new railroads were

being constructed, and factories and mines were in operation with full foroce"

(This comoludes the chapter)
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RUSSIAN AND FINNISH EDUCATION
BY
Peul S. Reinsch
Prof. of Political Science, Univ. of Wisc,

eesesesssThe descent upon unhappy Finlend of the army
| ¥nout and of the Russien police sergeant and spy with their
peculier methods of personal treatment is but the ordinary
trample of roughshod despotism. . . . & bitter attack has been
| mede on Finnish languege and literature. At the unveiling of
| the monument of Lonnrot, the collector and editor of the natiocnal
epic, the Russian police prohibited the singing of Finlend's
noble netionel hymn, which is worthy of ranking with the most
! poetical expression of netional sentiment. fgcordingly the
| stetue was unveiled in ebsolute silence in the presence of a
vast and respectful essemblage of Finlenders. « « e

Americen institutions of learning might well and with
good affect issue & protest against the Russification of the
famous University of Helsingfors. Such protests would also
| tend to keep up the coursge of the representatives of the neation
who ere at present striving in the Diet to protect the netionel
| life, so that the Finlanders may agein sing without sadness of
| heart end in the hope of better things, their netionel hymn.

Here proudly we mey stretch our hand
To earth, and sea, and sky,
And one and all, impassioned, ecry
As rept, we point to leke or strand,
"This is our own, our fetherland,
For this we'll live or diel"

Land of the thousend lekes, oh land

Your Item Noe Page Noa Your Name Alfred Backman

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION (MINNESQTA)
Federal Writers! Project, 415 llarvard St. SeEe, Minneapolis
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0f song and loyaltyl
Blush not thet thou art poor, but be,
Oh fatherland, our children's land,
Where as on life's wide shore we stand--
Safe, joyous, ever freel

Your Item Noe Page Nos 2 Your Neme Alfred Beckmen

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION (MINNESOTA)
Federal Writers' Project, 415 Harvard St. S.Es, Minneapolis
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Suomen Sulu" is & work in two volumes =---~

1l deals with the origin, prehistoric migrations and the wvarious
aspects of the Finns proper.

2 deals with all the other Fimno - Ulgric peoples. By the latter
term is meant such peoples as the Hungariens, Estoniens, Volpe-Finns
and ellied peoples in Siberia.

work is considered the best study of the Finnic peoples.
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Written by Edward Oylling, Freely translated
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3 been gaid and written about the

Tt

Torppari® and this system of lend tenure, For this reason nearly ever)

one is more or less versed on the subject and even perheps tired

lissertation on the subject therefore may seem overdene and as

L=g=

sequence at this time a thankless tasks In spite of this, however,

question in relation to the Torpparl system, which to date has

Torppari syste
t L) o) LW =
nomehe ihe modern capitalist

& money reletionships Everything is bought with mone

necogaitios of life, 'With monsy tho cepitalist 1s abl

3

1y everything including labor which oreates surplus valves

inucusly

» ks gy M o asrawai
s WG JIpRar

money economy is elien to ites The relate
ween the Torppari end his landlord is not & money relstionship

The rental that the torppari pays to the landlord is paid

ural products, only & small part 1s pald in money.
\

on large estates and generally in southern Finland,

For example in Hauho, i",-/é of the Torpparis wmade thelr rental peymemts by
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fi-,/;‘» them pald tk ental in dey labor and natural prod

Lauke only 6% of rentel was paid in cashe~71 of the evicted Torpparis of

. [VESL ]S,

the Lauko estate paid their rental by 5625 work deys with horses, 20635
'
2 f - -, -y
products, 1140 hay pikes,

: 2 .
' Bve, and only 833
L '

L
there were altogether 143 Torparis.

is kept up in most part from the day

)

the torpperi, much in the same manner as the ow
labor from workers employeds The torppari system is therefore

ortant part of the laber system of -the large estates,

On the large estates the torpperi system has the purpose of

lying the labor end through the system the rental reletionship

AR VI - Nl
ined and has developeds ocrecver

to the lendlord free lebor or &t
while the system of work dey rent

& | - s 'Y o veas , 3 i hia e Spr——. e 2 eyl "
torppari te enlarge and his independent srriocu

rt of the country where only half

y work,; the
an opportunity to practice agrice

independently,
In 1801 throughout all of Finland there were altogether aboub

K Fe
o N 5y 3 -A--‘-f 2 A
152,000 (torppss and Mekitupas)l or families o ndless peasants living

tel system, of these 67,000 were families

'he torppari system is more widespread in the regions of Finland
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such ag Turku, Pori, Heme and UUsimaa provinces where there is large secale
agricultures Where there are small ferms such as in the provinee of

31

Viipuri and in the extreme northemn part of the country the torpperi
system is the woakest,

Most of the land owners of the country do not have these landless
peasants. In 1901 over 60% or 71,000 of all the landowmers did not heve

torppass There were about 36,000 who had from 1 to 8 femilies of landless

asentses X This category of landowmers hed sround 50,000 torpparis. Ter
] i

thousand landowners who hed over three. torpparis each hed sltogether 100,000

of these landless peasants on their lends, or two=thirds of the torppari
pupulation,

From this it is ovident that the major portion of the torppari
population live on the leands of large estates, where the work day and
naturel product rent payment preveils, When it is understood that fully a

hird of all farm femilies are these lendleae peasants, who moreover re=
present a naturel product and work dey relationship with their landlord,
the teorpperi problem beoomes oxtremely important in the apricultural
economy of the countrys

The torppari system of Finlend was not born in modern times. It

begen to develop in the beginning of the 1600%'a in sur & rioulture regions
O - | &

end is thus now three hundred years old,

Uy money economy on the other hand is a comperatively new
phenomena, It is not necessary to go very fer back in time when even in
the State econcmy money wes unknowme Just as naturel es it is today to

use money to pay or buy, so unlmown was the use of money in the not so fer

pestes There was a time when everyone desired to arrange thelr economy
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of the 17th century which resulted in the recleiming of the noble
The torpperi svatem, however, was not discontinued
but it chanpged forme After the reducticn it becsme more diffieul
whet had been done before, nemely to arbitrarily evict the peasants from

-gand cheanegs them inte torpparis to work for the landed cstates,

aericulture and sgricultural in general, however, continued

ogpeosially during the “grest hatred” after the yoar 1700,

in tum caused & shortage of lebor on the lend; and ag

.

of the pessants torpparis was prohibited wnew methoda of we

be arrengeds First of

these new arrangee

the lebor lawses It wes deoreed that a

veasant home could have only & cerdtain number of wape workers which ine

cluded the children who were old encugh to work,

hé surplus population were given the alternetive of elther goling

nys performing forced lebor or finding scme ocoupetion for theme

dd
hey could not bocome people with no means of suppert, the land
oy 4 s e

thelr birthnla eotild ot be 4ivided oould no® be established

Ty 4}

e smell landholders, because from this wounld result thet those capable

of earning wages and working sstates would settle on them
patates would still

tinuve to suffer from shortage of labor, Establishment of new farms

Crown lands were curbed and even the migration of people out of the

eountyy and from one provines to another or from the country to the cities

was rostriocted; and in some inctances was completely prohibited, 1In thi

wey on atbenpt was msde to compell the working people to remmin on the

large estates as torpparis or dey laborers, Even though the sstablishment
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Ywere allowed
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gruh:nll}z the olergy,
X b

sthollarit ) were
an institution of

those who belong

developed rapldl

the estates

foroe nearly of the coumiry were on

egpecially true Province of Uusimea, the main part of Finlend, Satakimta

these regions (97% in Uusimea) belonged

3 Ay

Ly 6% ".v.,.LV‘LL'L,, .L.S

peTiementsy ‘v Was

where sgainst the law
Y

¢s on thelir land,
torppari system was generally in its bee

A e
POPULET

% . ek
LOmpAared !

only & torppari familios
time there ere 60,
the Province
the number of torppari families are equal to the

L

The laws that are here deseribed could not long

population of the lamnd whe through and the starvation years had de=
!

ereased in number which in turn ceused the shortage of labor could not be

inereased by the compulsions but on the contrary it begen to dewn upen those

who tried to enforce thenm, that the lews themselves forced the wage earners
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and wmattached pooples to migrate out of the coumtry to avoid becoming

subject to the persecution of the lawe,

ion nevertheleass toock place additional lews were

rrat

ich though wnsuocessful were directed et stopping the

A » rosult of this, when there was & shortage

landed estates as well es emong the amall farmers
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pursuits,; which moreover experienced & revival aftey

hatred® the problem of le! ineressingly am
it beceams clear that the eonly way to seolve the problem wn
supply. nglend and other foreipn coutriss we

P

e solveds, There was

peasantry class

the landlords as

our owWn oovaty novevel e situation wes such th there wWore

land holding peagseants and few torpper: meking the labor supply meeper for the

aatates, It beceme evident the G : this nroblem it wes necoesss

to orente a landless pessantry in larger numberss The development of
torppari svetem offered cther advantages slsoe In the 1&th century there
larre areas of oultivable md whioh ewseited settlements From ite settle«
ment would bonefit the State of which the tax payling pepulation would ine
oreasge Iy taxing the torpparis the landlords could be made free from Crown
taxens At the moe time out of the torppari system could be made a garden

to grow an aprioulture work! populations fven though it was realised

that for e time they were faced with a shortage of labor, the hopes were
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very small, The growth in that province heas been cgnsistent. In the
lest 25 years the number of torpparis has grown from 4,500 to 7,000,
This growth hes naéurally caused the general decrease in the whole
country to appear slower,

The lest decedes of the 19th century not only brings changes

in the torppari system, but it brings new developments in meny other
phases of life, Capitalism and & money eccnomy begin to eppear on the
scene., This development further undermines the torpari system. The
need for agriculture labor on the large lended estates during one hundred
and fifty yeers of time gave the torppari system of egriculture a long
time and favorable condition in which to develop. Later when egriculture,

as well as industry grow they begin to need the wage system and wage

workers. Thus when the cepitalist economy progresses, it retards the ,

growth of the landless pessents class (torppariluokka) and finally. stops

it altogether as the system of capitelist money exchange becomes more
deeply rooted. The torppari system becomes obsolete to the cepitalist
system of economy. Into its new system the old feudal torppari form
does not fit. Between the old and the new thus grows an increasing con=-
trediction.

Herein is the basis which first gave rise to the landless peasant
class (torppariluokka), their evictions and their exploitetion from ﬁhich
followed the struggles of the landless pessants, their strikes and now
the initietion of legislation in their behalf."

E, Gylling
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